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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE WEEK

Joyful National Day Celebrations

This October 1 was the 35th anniversary of the founding
of the People’s Republic of China. In Beijing, a massive mili-
tary and festive parade was opened with a spcech by Deng
Xiaoping stressing that the goal of quadrupling China's annual
gross industrial and agricultural output value by the ycar 2000
would be reached. Fireworks and folk dancing in Tian An Men
Square ended the joyful day (p. 6).

Hongkong Solution: Significance and Impact

Our political editor and the international affairs expert
Huan Xiang elaborate on the impact of the Sino-British dec-
laration on Hongkong and the significance of the concept of
“one country. two systems” (pp. 4 and 26).

China’s View of the World

Peace and development are the two major issues in the
world today, Chinese Foreign Minister Wu Xuegian told the
39th Session of the UN General Assembly. What disturbs peo-
ple most is the threat of a nuclear war posed by the two super-
powers’ spiraling arms race. Wu explained China'’s stand on
disarmament and other urgent international problems (p. 16).

China Supports Democratic Kampuchea

President Li Xiannian said that China supports Democrat-
ic Kampuchea in its struggle against Vietnamese aggression. A
Kampuchean delegation headed by Prince Norodom Sihanouk
visited China and joined Chinesc lcaders on the rostrum for
National Day celebrations (p. 11).

Hometown Revisited

In an ordinary village in East China's |iangsu Province,
the old dilapidated houses are replaced by bright and spacious
buildings. And the once-starving peasants are now talking
about what dishes go well with the wine. With villages running
their own industries, peasants are recciving higher incomes.
The photographs on the cover and the inside cover illustrate
some of the changes in Taixing County (p. 32).

B B3~

Published every Monday by Distributed by China International Book
BEIJING REVIEW Trading Corporation (GUOJI SHUDIAN),
24 Baiwanzhuang Road, Beijing  P.O. Box 399, Beijing, China

The People's Republic of China

S CORGIREIe: T SN~ e P eI R I E A N W,

Subscription prices (1 year):

Australio...coveeaes A.514.00
New Zealand... NZ.518.00
Canada....... Con. $15.00

USA... US~13.00



NOTES FROM THE EDITORS

The Hongkong Solution

The initialling and publication
of the Sino-British joint declaration
on the Hongkong question has
touched off a wave of positive re-
sponse from all parts of the world.

On the mainland, the accord
was hailed as a historic landmark,
as the return of Hongkong will
mean a dream come true for the
Chinese people and signify the end
of more than a century of national
humiliation. In Hongkong itself,
there is added reason for enthu-
siasm because the agrcement en-
sures the region continued stability
and prosperity. The rest of the
world applauded it because it not
only promotes Asian and world
pecacc but ecmbodies reasonable-

ness, boldness and originality.
While it is still 100 early to draw
any definite conclusion, it seems
clear that the accord will have an
impact on the solution of other

outstanding international issues.

At the heart of the accord is its
consideration of both sovereignty
and prosperity through the follow-
ing intricate arrangements. China
will resume the exercise of sov-
ercignty over Hongkong in 1997.
Hongkong will be administered by
the local people and will enjoy a
high degree of autonomy. This
will be realized through the instru-
ment of a special administrative
zone with extensive powers grant-
ed by the central authorities. The
socio-economic

current capitalist

system as well as the lifestyle of

the region will remain unchanged
for 50 years.

With guaranteed local stability,
support from the mainland and se-
cure international links, Hongkong
will continue to play the role of a
global trade and financial centre.

The formula of *“one country,
two systems,” which constitutes the
basis for these provisions, is not

The formula ‘““one country,
two systems,” which forms
the basis of the Hongkong
accord, is not someone’s
whim. It is solidly grounded
on a theoretical
understanding of the
extended duration of the
socialist transition period.
When this is appreciated,
lingering doubts about the
durability of the present
arrangements will
disappear.
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someone’s personal whim; nor has
the period of 50 years been fixed
without rhyme or reason. They
are solidly grounded on a theoret-
ical understanding of the extend-
ed duration of the socialist transi-
tion period and the complexities
In China’s

casc, when everything is consider-

of today's realities.

ed, gradualism is inevitable and
When the logic
of this analysis is understood and

the best policy.

appreciated, lingering doubts about
the durability of the Hongkong ar-
will

rangements into

thin air.

evaporate

By the same token, the question
of the reunification of Taiwan
with the mainland will be resolved
on the basis of “one country, two
systems’" if it is left to run its own
free course. To our brothers and
sisters across the Taiwan Straits,
we say: If such a complex issue
like Hongkong can be settled
through peaceful negotiations with
the British, why can’t we Chinese
sit down and talk and put an end
to the separation before the year
2000? Do not

lose a golden opportunity!

hesitate, lest we

Between now and the handover
of government in 1997, there are
still 13 years 1o go. How this trans-
itional period will turn out has a
vital bearing on the ycars after. Ac-
cording to the declaration, the Brit-
ish Government has undertaken to
assume responsibility  for  the
prosperity and tranquillity of the
region during this period and it
is hoped that the mechanism of
transition will {unction smoothly.
For its part, China will do every-
thing within its power to observe
the letter and spirit of the agree-
ment and help its implementation.

Our past records show that cred-
ibility is onc of the basic charac-
teristics of Chinese diplomacy.
China will kecp its word. We be-
lieve the British will do the same.

Beijing Review, No. 41



LETTERS

Third World Perspective

In addition to information on
China’s c¢conomic and social de-
velopments, the main reason | read
Beijing Review is to get a third
world perspective on national, in-
ternational and economic events.
Your commentary on issues like
Hongkong, the third world debt
crisis. and struggles for national lib-
eration in the Middle East, Africa
and Latin America offers Ameri-
can readers a fresh viewpoint —
one based on human and social
welfare. Most of the major Ameri-
can media select and present
“news" solely from the viewpoint
of narrow corporate and military
strategic interests.

I realize the People's Republic of
China has conflicts with the gov-
ernments of Viet Nam and the
USSR. | think American readers
would like to know more about
the nature of these conflicts. Are
they as serious — beyond repair —
as our own press would have us
believe? Are there different points
of view among the Chinese popula-
tion on how to resolve China’s
problems with Viet Nam and the
USSR?

Your magazine would be more
appealing to American readers if
the articles were shorter and con-
tained more pictures of daily life
in China as well as your natural
resources.

Finally, 1 hope you will include
frequently articles about China's
giant pandas. The panda is man-
kind's treasure as well as China’s
treasure. We Americans can never
get enough of this precious animal.

Patricia Ginoni
Connecticut, USA
Intrigued by Shashi

I was a faithful rcader of your
magazine when | was in the Unit-

ed States. | was always impressed
by the detailed, but not overwhelm-
ing, coverage of your articles. 1|
found your magazinc extreme-
ly informative. It provided me
with the news of the latest develop-
ments in China. | also enjoyed the
unbiascd coverage of your “In-
ternational” column. This is the
first time that I have returned to
China, as a member of the [aculty
at the Jianghan Institute of Petro-
leum. Needless to say, | am
delighted to find that the institute
subscribes to your magazine for
the tcachers from abroad.

I found your article *“Shashi — A
City of Light Industry” (No. 23)
intriguing. Qur institute is lo-
cated on the outskirts of Shashi,
and | am able to observe some of
its recent developments mentioned
in your article. 1 have visited the
Shashi Flask Factory, the Shashi
Bed Sheets Corporation and the
Shashi Textile Company. | was
fascinated by the sophisticated au-
tomation and efficient manage-
ment. From a relatively backward
city, Shashi has become a thriving
light industrial city in just a few
years. The rapid growth of light
industry in Shashi is not only the
result of three decades of socialist
construction, but also the result of
the managerial reforms in recent
years.

Shashi is a success story in
China. | believe that other cities
in China, especially those with
similar size and conditions, should
not hesitate to model themselves
alter it.

Alan C. Chen
Hubei, China

Sino-US Relations

As a visitor to China for the
first time, 1 am deeply impressed
by the hard-working and friendly

Chinese people. As a teacher, |
hope to bring my students back to
China so they can better under-
stand why relations between the
US and China ought to continue
to develop as they have in recent
years. In this regard, it would be
helpful to have Beijing Review
available for them to help keep
them informed about events and
activities in China.
Peter Haslund
California, USA

I am a 14-ycar-old boy who en-
joys your magazine {rom cover to
cover each week. My favourite sec-
tion is the “International.” | enjoy
reading the “Events and Trends”
also.

I am sure your colourful covers
and ncw layout will boost sales. 1
have to agree though, with Mr.
Akira Suzuki of Japan, that more
pictures would greatly improve the
publication.

Brad Norton
Michigan, USA

Emphasize Oriental
Civilization

As an oriental citizen of the
United States, | am becoming more
and more concerned about the pre-
dominance of occidental mores
worldwide. Oriental civilizations
have survived because we value
people more than commodities.
Our cultural and philosophical
heritage should be emphasized with
good examples, such as that of the
army doctor (Zhou Chao, in
“Retired Army Surgeon Serves the
Pcople.” No. 30 — Ed))

Sita Akka Paulickpulle
Massachusctts, USA

October 8. 1984
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National Day Celebrated With Pageantry

October 1, the 35th anniversary
of the founding of the People’s
Republic of China, was cclebrated
by massive military and cultural
parade through the centre of Bei-
jing, by two hours of fireworks
and an evening of street dancing
in Tian An Men Squarc with
3,000 Japanese youths present
along with other forcign guests,
and by state banquets attended by
compatriots from Hongkong, Ma-

cao and Taiwan among other
guests.
Among those present at the

Tian An Men festivities were Hu
Yaobang, Deng Xiaoping, Zhao
Ziyang, Li Xiannian, Chen Yun,
Peng Zhen, Deng Yingchao and
other Party and state leaders, and
many guests of honour from other
countries.

Peace and Construction. On the
eve of National Day, Premier Zhao

Chinese leaders entering the banquet hall together
with foreign guests.

Ziyang gave a big banquet at the
Great Hall of the People. Address-
ing the guests, he said that
nothing short of a large-scale in-
vasion from the outside can shake
China’s dctermination to carry
through its modecrnization prog-
ramme.

Hc pointed out that China’s
fundamental task during the
socialist period is to develop the
productive forces. China needs to
concentrate  all its efforts on
achieving socialist modernization
and constantly improving the
people’s material and cultural
lives, he said, calling the reform of
the country’s economic structure
an “extremely important™ task.

“The rural reform, which has
already yielded major results, is
now developing in depth, while
reform in the cities, centred on
revitalizing the various enterprises,

Deng Xiaoping addressing the Tian An

is also proceeding smoothly,” he
said. "China's economic structure
will be a socialist one capable of
pumping cnough hope and life into
the various enterprises. The coun-
try’s planned economy will be a
socialist planned economy based
on the law of value, applied con-
scientiously by the  peoplec.
Through the reform, China can
surcly set up an economic systcm
with distinctive Chinese charac-
teristics and bring the advantage
of the socialist system into full and
sustained play. It can be predicted
that the triumphant advance of the
economic restructuring will bring
about a new takcoff for China's
socialist construction.”

Zhao reiterated that opening to
the world is a basic long-term
policy of the Chinese state which
will never possibly be changed.
China, like the rest of the world,

Men
mass celebration rally.




needs peace, he said, adding that
China will work untiringly to
safeguard global peace.

Military Parade. A grand military
parade was held on the morning
of the National Day, the first of
its kind in 25 years, and also the
first with a high level of mechani-
zation and involving the latest
weapens in China. Taking part
were 10,000 People’s Liberation
Army commanders and soldiers,
armed police and militia and more
than 400 tanks, armoured cars and
trucks pulling or carrying various
kinds of modern weapons, as well
as more than 90 jet fighters and
bombers.

Deng Xiaoping, Standing Com-
mittee Member of the Political
Bureau of the CPC Central Com-
mittee and Chairman of the Cen-
tral Military Commission, re-
viewed the army units in the
parade from an open car. Then he
delivered a speech from the Tian
An Men rostrum (sce box for

excerpts).
Eighteen large squads of
soldiers representing the land,

naval and air forces, as well as
the armed police and Beijing
militia, marched in their new
uniforms across Tian An Men
Square to martial music. Their
strong formations and  syn-
chronized marching won the spec-
tators' applause from time to time.

Next came the mechanized
troops. The modern weapons dis-
played included mobile rocket
launchers and various kinds of
missiles, including intermediate
range and intercontinental ballistic
missiles. Overhead, formations of
bombers and fighters whizzed past,
echoing the roaring of machines
amid cheers from the onlookers.

All the weapons paraded were
designed and made by China.

When the Pcople’s Liberation
Army began 57 years ago, it was
armed with broadswords, spears
and a few rifles. Now it can de-
velop advanced weaponry employ-

October 8, 1984

Deng Xiaoping’s National Day Speech

(Excerpts)

HIRTY-FIVE years ago

Chairman Mao Zedong. great
leader of the people of all our
nationalities, solemnly proclaimed
here the founding of the People’s
Republic of China and declared
that the Chinese people had stood
up. In the past 35 years in China,
not only was the past dark period
of history wholly terminated but a
socialist society built up. and this
has changed the course of human
history. Particularly after the
Third Plenary Session of the 11th
Central Committee of the CPC, the
perverse acts of the counter-revolu-
tionary gang of four were
thoroughly redressed, the method
of thinking advocated by Comrade
Mao Zedong and characterized by
secking truth from facts was
restored and developed, and a
number of important policies suit-
ed to the new situation have been
adopted. Thus the whole country
has taken on a new look. On the
basis of national stability, unity,
democracy and rule of law. we
have placed socialist moderniza-
tion above everything else in our
work. Our economy has devel-
oped more vigorously than ever
before, and achievements in all
other fields are widely acknowl-
cdged. Today, all our people are
full of joy and pride.

The Party's 12th National Con-
gress set the target of quadrupling,
by the year 2000, the annual
gross value of industiial and agri-
cultural output of 1980. Develop-
ments in the past few years show
that this magnificent target can be
reached. Our primary job at pres-
ent is to reform systematically
whatever is impeding our progress
in the existing economic structures.
At the same time, wc shall carry
out planned technical transforma-
tion of existing enterprises
throughout the country and greatly
strengthen our scientific and tech-
nological research, school educa-
tion at all levels and the training
of all workers. functionaries and

ing jet propulsion, electronics, in-
frared rays and laser. It has grad-
ually become an integrated army
capable of mecting the demands of
modern warfare.

cadres. The whole Party and the
whole society must truly value
knowledge and lct intellectuals
play their role. All this will enable
us gradually to realize our modern-
ization programme.

China's foreign policy is known
to all, and it will remain un-
changed. We stand firmly for the
maintenance of world peace, for
the relaxation of international ten-
sion and for the reduction of arma-
ments, first of all the nuclear and
other armaments of the super-
powers and we are opposed to all
aggression and hegemonism. China
will remain open to the outside
world, and is ready to establish
and develop diplomatic relations
and economic and culwral ties
with all countries on the basis of
the Five Principles of Peaceful Co-
existence. We stand for the settle-
ment of international disputes
through negotiations, just as we
have settled the question of Hong-
kong with the United Kingdom
through negotiations. In  the
scriously  dcteriorating  interna-
tional situation, wec must streng-
then our national defence. All
officers and men of the Chinese
Pcople’s Liberation Army must be
alert at all times, constantly im-
prove their military and political
qualities and strive to gain know-
ledge and ability for modern war-
fare.

We stand for the peaceful
reunification with Taiwan. which
is part of our sacred territory. Our
policy in this regard is also known
to all and will not change. It is
taking deep root in the hearts of
all descendants of the Yellow Em-
peror. Being an irresistible trend.
the peaceful reunification of our
motherland will sooner or later
come true. We hope that the peo-
ple of all our nationalities. includ-
ing all compatriots in Hongkong.
Macao, Taiwan and those residing
abroad, will work together for its
early realization.

e~ - s s

People’s Procession. After the mili-
tary came the spectacular people’s
parade, with 140,000 singing and
dancing participants and about 100
colourful and imaginative floats.
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Deng Xiaoping reviewing o
PLA honour guard from a
limousine.

Mobile launchers tow
missiles through Tian An
Men Square.

Happiness is on every face
as students march through
the square.

Five colourful floots lead the peasants contingent. The characters reod:
“The responsibility system linking remuneration with output is good.”
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The artists contingent is
* heralded by giant
dragon dancers.

o A young girl shares the jubilation
i with her father.

Jubilant scientists and
technicians on the
march,

Fireworks illuminate the nighttime festivities in
Tian An Men Square.

One of several floats
representing the army of
industrial workers. The
slogan reads: “March
towards industrial mod-
ernization.”




The huge procession was divid-
ed into eight sections: The flag-
bearers, peasants, workers, scien-
tists and teachers, city dwellers,
athletes, writers and artists, and
Young Pioncers. Giant charts,
models and placards held aloft by
the paraders and the floats showed
China’s development.

The peasants came first, playing
On the Land of Hope, a popular
song in rural China, on more than
1,000 suona horns. The merry
song cxpressed the 800 million
peasants’ new confidence. The
recently introduced economic poli-
cies have brought them bumper
harvests and the beginnings of an
affluent life.

“The good situation in agricul-
ture is all to Your Excellency's
credit,” said Prince Sihanouk to
Deng Xiaoping while watching the
parade from the Tian An Men
rostrum.

Deng, smiling and pointing to a
placard that just came into sight,
replied:  “But you can see from
what's written on that placard that
it is all due to China’s good poli-
cies." The placard reads, “The
responsibility system linking re-
muneration with output is good.”

It is belicved that the responsi-
bility system, popularized in the
rural areas since 1979, has led the
Chinese peasants on the road to-
wards prosperity.

Conspicuous in the column of
scientists, students and teachers
was a placard reading, “Hi, Xiao-
ping!"” Holding it were a group
of robust college students, who
lost no time in tossing bouquets to
those on the reviewing stands.

But the atmosphere in Tian An
Men Square crackled when the
athletes passed through. Spectators
checred and waved at the floats
bearing the gold medalists from
the summer Olympics. The pro-
gress made by the Chinese
athletes — with 15 golds they came

10

fourth in gold medal standings at
Los Angeles Games — represents
the rejuvenation of the entire na-
tion. Chinese sports are fast catch-
ing up with advanced world levels,
as are various other fields of en-
deavour.

The parade came to a jubilant
end at noon. When night fell,
160,000 young people converged
on Tian An Men Square for a gala
celebration.
and fireworks lit the square as
bright as day and happiness, colour
and friendship ruled as merrymak-
ing crowds danced, sang and play-
ed to their hearts’ content. Among
them were 3,000 Japanese youths
as well as 1,006 foreign students.

Perhaps the one disappointment
was the absence of representatives
from Taiwan. “Since the Japanesc
could come and get together with
us, why couldn’t young people
from Taiwan?" asked Li Dawei,
who crossed over last year piloting
a jet fighter.

Reunification. On the evening of
September 28. Deng Yingchao,
Chairman of the National Com-
mittec of the Chinese People's
Political Consultative Conference,
gave a reception to compatriots
from Taiwan, Hongkong and
Macao and overseas Chinese.

Addressing the reception, Pre-
mier Zhao said the past 35 years
had shown that the Chinese Com-
munist Party, government and
people are fully capable of coping
with any situation and can over-
come all difficulties.

Since the Third Plenum of the
11th Party Central Committee, he
pointed out, China's policies have
yielded marked achievements in
various fields. These policies are
not only supported by the people
at home, but have also won the
favour of friends in other coun-
tries. China, he said, holds great
promise in reunification and reju-
venation.

Lanterns, neon lights -

HK Agreement
Hailed Worldwide

Domestic and international reac-
tions to the Sino-British declaration
on Hongkong initialled Sept. 26 in
Beijing are largely in favour of
Hongkong returning peacefully to
China in 1997.

The Chinese press hailed the
document as happy news for
China, saying it is in the interests
of both China and Britain.

“The dcclaration reflects the
long-cherished aspirations of the
Chinese people,” said Ni Zhifu,
president of the All-China Federa-
tion of Trade Unions. “It also ex-
plicitly guarantces the just rights
of workers in Hongkong, which we
fully support.”

When the news reached Shang-
hai, which docs a great deal of
business with Hongkong, pcople
were delighted. Industrialists and
business people in both metropol-
ises decided on the day the declara-
tion was initialled to set up a pre-
paratory committee to establish a
Shanghai-Hongkong economic as-
sociation.

People all over China recalled
that the prospcrous economy in
Hongkong has much to do with the
assistance [rom mainland China,
whose modernization drive will
help maintain the region’s cconom-
ic growth.

Hongkong

In Hongkong, most newspapers
cxpressed satisfaction with the ac-
cord and said the people greatly
appreciate the Chinese Govern-
ment’s decision to follow a differ-
ent system in Hongkong after
1997.

Many people found the declara-
tion to be far-better than they had
expected. L.K. Ding, a Hongkong
labour leader, said, “Many people
were unsure and sceptical, but this

Beijing Review, No. 41



will dampen some of the scep-
ticism. Now we are out into the
light.”

Because the documents accom-
panying the actual accord clearly
explain China’s policy concerning
land leases, taxes and other ques-
tions, entrepreneurs arc confident
they can still invest in long-term
development of knowledge and
technology-intensive industries.

Bulls prevailed over profit takers
in Hongkong as they spurred the
stockmarket nearly 16 points in a
mood of optimism over the agree-
ment. And the Hongkong dollar
reached its strongest level for more
than two months and is trading
virtually at its link price of about
7.80 to the US dollar.

UK

In Britain, Foreign Secretary
Geoffrey Howe said in a BBC tele-
vision interview that the Sino-
British declaration is the “best pos-
sible agreement” Britain could get
from China and is “in the intcrests
of the Chinese Government and
our own.”

Politicians from all the main
British parties gave a “broad wel-
come™ to the joint declaration. La-
bour Party’s Forcign  Affairs
spokesman George Robertson said
the agreement was generally good.
And the Liberal Pary’'s Foreign
Affairs spokesman Russell John-
ston said that China’s willingness
to contemplate the concept of “one
country, two  systems'™  “‘can
provide the basis of a stable future
for Hongkong."

The joint declaration was prom-
inently featured on the front
pages of the British newspapers,
which called the document *good™
and "remarkable™ and said it has
removed “much uncertainty about
the next 13 years.” They forecast
that “there seems little doubt that
the Government will be able to

October 8. 1984

get it approved by Parliament
without oo much difficulty.”

World Reaction

Immediate international reaction
was also positive, with many coun-
tries issuing statements welcoming
the successful conclusion of the
two years of ncgotiations between
China and the United Kingdom.

When the news reached the
United States, US Secretary ol
State George Shultz sent congrat-
ulations to Foreign Minister Wu
Xucgian, who was in New York
attending the UN General Assemb-
ly.

The news was also greeted in
France and Japan. And Forcign
Minister Hans-Dietrich  Genscher

of the Federal Republic  of
Germany said in a statement
that the declaration shows that

countrics of different systems will
bc able to achieve balanced in-
terests through peaceful negotia-
tions and the agreement itsell is
“an encouraging example of inter-
national co-operation.™

Canadian Secretary of State for
External Affairs Joseph Clark said
“both sides should be congratulated
for their skill in hammering out
this document over two years ol
complex discussions.”  And UN
Secretary General Javier Perez de
Cuella described the agreement as
something very much nceded in in-
ternational rclations.

The Sino-British declaration on
Hongkong was also welcomed in
India and other Asian countries. A
spokesman of the That Forecign
Ministry. Sawanit Kongsiri, said
that the “smooth settlement of the
Hongkong problem will be not
only benceficial to Thailand but 1o
other countries as well.” The Singa-
pore Government, in a statement,
noted that the agreement will allow
Singapore to conlinue its economic
ties with China through Hongkong
alter the return of Chinese sover-
eignty over Hongkong in 1997,

China Still Stands
Behind Kampuchea

China has reaffirmed its sup-
port for Democratic Kampuchea
in its struggle against the Vietna-
mese invaders.

“We'll give support now, in the
future and at all times,” said Party
General Secretary Hu Yaobang on
September 30 as he met in Beijing
with a Democratic Kampuchean
delegation headed by Prince Noro-
dom Sihanouk, President of Dem-
ocratic  Kampuchea. Premier
Zhao Ziyang and Deng Yingchao,
Chairman of the National Commit-
tee of the Chinese People’s Polit-
ical  Consultative  Conference,
met separately with the delegation
the same day to give it their sup-
port.

On October 1, Sihanouk, stand-
ing shoulder to shoulder with
Deng  Xiaoping, was the special
guest of honour on the rostrum as
China’s leaders watched the giant
National Day cclebrations in Tian
An Men Square o mark the 35th
anniversary of the founding of the
People’s Republic.

On October 2, Deng met with
the Kampuchean delegation led by
Sihanouk. He said, “We have
invited you to view China’s Na-
tional Day celebrations as an ex-
pressien of political and moral sup-
port. We belicve that vou will one
day hold vour own celebrations
like the one we had vesterday in
Beijing — celebrations to he held
by your threc parties.”

*China rcliable
friend of Kampuchca. and hopes
that the coalition will work to-
gether for eventual victory,” Deng

added.

The  Democratic Kampuchean
delegation, which included Prime
Minister Son Sann and  Khieu
Samphan, Vice-President for For-
cign Atfairs. arrived on September
28.

will remain a
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President Li Xionnian holds talks with Democratic Kempuchean leaders.

President Li Xiannian, whe con-
ducted talk with the delegation,
said he was happy (o see greater
unity and closer co-operation be-
tween the three parties of the coali-
tion government of  Democratic
Kampuchea, calling it a “funda-
mental guarantee of the Kampu-
chean people’s victory in the strug-

gle  against  Vietnamese  aggres-
sion.”’
Sihanouk said the three sides

will never split. They are deter-
mincd 1o maintain their unity until
liberation and in the reconstruc-
tion of the country alter that.
Son Sann said. “The patriotic
armed forces of the Kampuchean
people have won greal victorices.

The current  situation  in Kam-
puchea is quite different from
that of 1980 and 1981. The

armed forces of the three parties

of Democratic Kampuchea have
high morale and enjoy popular
support.”

Khicu Samphan said the army
and civilians of Democratic Kam-
puchea respect Sihanouk as presi
dent.  “He is President of Demo-
cratic Kampuchea in today’s strug-
gle against the Vietnamese aggres-
sors, and will remain so in rebuild-
ing our country alter victory.”

In his speech at the welcome
banquet,  Li “The great
struggle of the heroic Kampuchean

said,
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people against  aggression is ol
world significance. It will not
only save the nation but safeguard
the principles and dignity of the
UN Charter.”

“Viet Nam’'s aggression and ex
pansion,” ‘he said. “have not only
imperiled peace and  security in
Southcast Asia but have brought
about serious disasters for the peo-
ple of its own country.

“Only by withdrawing its troops
completcly from Kampuchea
can Viet Nam expect understand-
ing from the international com-
munity and cnable its people, who
have experienced decades of war,
to recover their vigour and con-
centrate their strength on building
their country,”™ he said.  “Refusal
1 withdraw the troops will cer-
tainly bring about defeat.”

with-
necessary

He said a total troop
drawal could provide
conditions for the
friendly relations between China
and Viet Nam. He believed the
same holds true for the Southceast
Asian countries.

restoration of

If the Vietnamese authorities
stick to their policy of aggression
and cxpansion, he said. “China
will have no other alternative but
join other countrics and peoples

in continuing to support the
Kampuchean people until they win
final victory.”

Rally W eicomes
Japanese Youths

thousand
youths in China at the invitation
of Fuay Coneral Scorctary Hu
woee greeted by 15,000
ouths at a large rally a
Stadium i Beijing on
the ¢ve dit
bang. trestdent L Xiannian and
Peng Zhien. Chairman of the NPC
Standing Couunitiee, were present

Three Japancese

Yaoubang,
Chines

he Cam

conet Pay. Hu Yao-

In his speech, Huo said, " Peace-
ind  [riendly co
operation betweon

ful coexistence
our two coun-
tries 10 recent veers lave greatly
benelited the wwo peoples as well
as promoted stability in Asia and
world peme ™

The efforts ol the vounger gen-

eration ol both countrics, hic con-
taned, well determine whether the
friendly refations pioneered by the
older guneration are carvied for-

W ar'nl

“You are people who will live
It the
young people ol the two countrics
are  determined o develop  the
friendly relations between the two
nations and tell their children w0
do so. we can say for sure that
the 21st century will see the friend
ly tics between China and Japan
grow stronger.”

in two centuries,” he said.

Japanese  Ambassador  Yosuke

Nakae read @ message ol congra-

tulations  from Japan’s  Prime
Minister Yasuhivo Nakasone which
said that the visit by Japanese

youth to meet their Chinese coun-
terparts and to take part in China’s
National  Day truly
reflects the good relations existing
between Jupan and China today.

celebrations

Nakasone's message went on o
say that mutual understanding and
fricndship fostered when
young is aut casily lorgotten later

one 1s

in lite.  He expressed the hope
that the friendly relations between

China and Japan will weather all
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Hu Yaobang addressing the rally in honour of the
3,000 Japanese guests,

global turbulence and grow in a
sustained way.

Economic Take-Off
Brings More Jobs

China’s ranks of the jobless are
guickly diminishing in the wake
of robust cconomic development.

The number of people waiting
lor jobs across the country drop-
ped from 636 million in 1979 10
271 million in 1983, In some
small  and  medium-sized  citics,
unemployment no longer exists. In
Changzhou. a medium-sized in-
dustrial ¢ity in cast China’s Jiangsu
Province, everyone s assigned to
a job soon after he or she joins the
work force.

Unemployment posed no serious
problem in the ecarly 1950s, short-
Iy after the People’s Republic was
established. At the time, 4 million
unemployed left from the old so-
cicty were assigned 10 jobs and
another 10 million young people
who became eligible for jobs were
placed.

Unfortunately, the “Left”™ mis-
takes that held sway after 1958,
decade-

long “cultural revolution,™ and our

particularly during the

mistakes in work caused numecrous
setbacks. Many of these who were
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ready to go to work had to stay
home doing nothing.  The result
was a swelling army of job-waiting

people.

A series of more flexible cco-
nomic policies adopted since 1979
breathed life into the
once-ailing economy. enabling the

have new
nation o come to grips with the
ecmployment problem. In the past
five years. 39.16 million pcople
were assigned to jobs and the em-
ployment problem has been much
alleviated.

Collective and individual cco-
nomic undertakings, rather than
state-run enterprises, have provid-
cd most of the jobs for urban
Filty-cight per cent
found

cither collective firm employees or

voung adults.

of those who work were

sell-employed workers.

Labour service companies that
land
over the last few ycars have con-
tributed much to organizing, train-
ing and supplying the nation’s la-

have sprung up across the

bour needs. They have also been
generating
jobs by running collective econom-
ic undertakings. By the end of last
23988 labour
panics had been sct up, which had
trained and provided jobs for 5.7
million people.

instrumental  in new

year, service coms-

Welfare Benefits
Becoming Common

About 100 million Chincsc
workers and cadres are cnjoying
state labour insurance and wel-
farc bencfits, paid out in accord-
ance with the constitutional stipu-
lation that old, ill or disabled citi-
zens have the right (o material as-
sistance and social insurance.

By the cnd of last year, there
nearly 13 million
workers and cadres, 650
those in 1952, and they reccived
9,000 million pensions.
Mecdicare spending by state-owned

were retired

limes
yuan in

enterprises  and  departments  has
grown [from about 3,000 million
yuan in 1978 o more than 3,000
million yuan in 1983, )

In addition 10 the
and department welfare benclits.,

cnterprise

many localities have insiituted old-

age insurance systems in collee-
tively owned cnterprises and de-
and

systems olfering

partments, social insurance

wellare 10 con-
tracted labourers on the job, alter
cven  alter
retirements.  On  the
skirts of some big cities and in

contracts expire  and

their out-

some prosperous rural arcas,

peasants arc also given pensions.

14,800
nursing houses or homes accom-

At present, China has
modating 220.000 scnior citizens
who have no dependents, orphans
and disabled children
civil affairs departments have ar-
ranged jobs for 66.000 handicap-
ped at morc than 1,000 welfare-
related addition,
8,300 such lactories employing an-
100,000 handicapped have
been set up at the neighbourhood

China's

factories In
other

level by various localities. As a
result, a recent survey shows, of
the 8 million handicapped in Chi-
na, almost all those who are able

to work have been employed
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Chad

French-Libyan Troops Pulling Out

by WEN GUOSHUANG

RENCH and Libyan troops,

squarcd off against onc an-
other in Chad since August 1983,
began to hcad home September 25
after a withdrawal agreement was
reached September 17. Both coun-
tries” troops are scheduled to be
completely out of Chad by No-
vember 15.

The withdrawal of the troops
leaves scttlement of the disputes
between the opposing Chad fac-
tions to the Chadians themsclves.
When French troops were dispatch-
ed to the desert last year at the
request of the Chadian Govern-
ment in N'Djamena. the situation
was potentially explosive.  But
no actual fighting occurred after
the French and Libyan lines sct-
tled in at the 16 degrees nerth lati-
tude line.

It is reported that both France
and Libya continually made secret
contacts in an cffort to avoid real
confrontation and to scck peace
in Chad. While Hisscne Habre's
N'Djamena  government in Chad
urged the French troops to push
north and arttack the opposition-
backed Libyan troops. [French
President Francois Mitterrand re-
portedly three times dispatched a
special cnvoy to the Libyan capi-
tal of Tripoli to let the Libyan
leaders know that no French attack
would take place if Libvan troops
stayed north of the defence line.

Last February, when French
Forcign Minister Claude Cheysson
visited Tripoli, the two nations
agreed in principle that when
the Chadian factions rcach agree-
ment, France and Libya would
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withdraw their troops immediate-
ly.

Libyan leader Muammer Gad-
dafi took the proposal a step
further two months later. propos-
ing through an Austrian interme-
diary to Mitterrand that France
and Libya withdraw their troops
cven in the absence of a solution
to the Chadian problems. The
August signing of a union pact
between Libya and Morocco
brought some delicate changes to
the relations between countries in
north Africa and put France in an
awkward position.  Under the
terms of the union pact, Morocco,
a long-time friend of France.
would be called upon to help
Libya battle France if fighting in
the desert broke out.

French  President  Mitterrand
quickly visited Morocco's capital,
Rabat, twice within three days in
a diplomatic offensive 10 seek a
settlement of the Chadian issue.
And, after two follow-up visits
to Libya by French Foreign
Minister Cheysson, the agreement
to withdraw the French and Li-
byan troops was announced.

The anouncement was welcom-
¢d in France. A French newspaper
said in its editorial that both
France and Libya should heave a
sigh of reliel to be lcaving the
desert.

The French military action in
Chad, which lasted more than 13
months, was the largest abroad
since the Algerian war (1954-62).
It cost France 3.5 million [rancs
(US$370,000) daily to keep its
3,200 soldiers stationed in the des-
crt, where even bathing water
had to be airlifted.

Libya is also glad to have this
heavy burden off its back. Its
cconomy faces problems resulting
from the 50 per cent decline in
oil income. In Chad, the Libyan-
backed Transitional Government
of National United under Goukou-
ni Weddeye was in disunity and
its strength was weakened.  All
these factors urged Libya to seck
an honourable way out of Chad.

The evacuation of forcign troops
from Chad docs not necessarily
mcan the Chadian problem is
solved. When the French-Libyan
buffer zonc disappears from the
war-torn land, the opposing sides
in Chad may move to fight again.
If so. the troop withdrawal only
means a renewal of war in Chad.

In the hope of avoiding that
scenario.  France has
its push for African countries to
convene a reconciliation confer-
ence [or the opposing factions in
Brazzaville.

intensified

The French-Libyan troop with-
drawal was wclcomed by many
African countrics and the Organ-
ization of African Unity. which
considered it a guarantee for the
independence and territorial integ-
rity of Chad snd a chance for the
Chadian people to come to the
negotiating table to restorc peace
to the country.

Mcanwhile. the withdrawal drew
mixed reactions from the opposing
factions in Chad. The opposition
under Goukouni was pleased with
the agreement, but the Habre gov-
crnment in N'Djamena worrics
that the Libyans will stage a come-
back after French troops lcave.
It has not lorgotten that Libya
pulled its 1ops out of N'Djamena
in November 1981, but came
rolling back across the border in
July 1983.
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Despite reservations, Habre of-
ficials admit the withdrawal by
France and Libya should clear the

Thailand-Laos
Viet Nam Behind

by HAI XIA

DISPUTE over the sovereignty

of three border hamlets has
cscalated into armed conflict be-
tween Thai and Laotian  troops.
And with Viet Nam actively back-
ing Laos, no quick end to the fight-
ing seems likely. ’

Thailand and Laos arc at odds
over which country should have
sovercignty over three small vil-
lages along the border, Ban Mai,
Ban Klang and Ban Sawang. The
hamlets are  situated along the
border between  Thailand’s  Ut-
taradit Province and l.ao's Saya-
boury Province. While both coun-
tries accepted a border established
by the 1904 French-Siamese treaty,
they each claim to hola maps that
show their sovereignty over the
viliages.

This April when Thai road-build-
ing ¢ngineers visited the area while
exploring the geography.
found that laotian people were

they

living in the villages they felt were
inside the Thai border. In the lar-
ter part of May, Thailand sent a
small contingent of troops to the
arca, but they were attacked by
Laotian troops, who took control
of the three villages. In carly June,
Thai troops returned and seized
the hamlets.

Two rounds of negotiations fol-
lowed in July and August, but no
agreement could be reached. Both
sides claim to have maps putting
the villages in  their  territory.
While Laos has a map drawn ac-
cording to the 1907 French-Siamese
trecaty which clearly places the
hamlets within Laos' border, Thai
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way for fresh reconciliation talks
with Goukouni and other cexiled
opposition groups.

Border Dispute

officials noted that Thailand ncver
signed that trcaty and they rely on
a map drawn according to the
1904 treaty, which they say places
the villages in Thailand.

During negotiations, the Thai
side proposed that a joint inspec-

tion team study the disputed area.

But the Laotian necgotiators de-
manded that the Thai troops be
withdrawn first. Thailand's nego-
tiators said their troops would not
lcave unless Laos guaranteed that
Laotian troops would not move in
after the Thai withdrawal.

With no agreement in sight, Thai
officials called off the talks and
moved ro send a technical inspec-
tion team of its own to the area.

They would aceept the results of

an impartial third country’s inspec-
tion. Laos said that the move was
an attempt to make an illegal oc-
cupation legal and began o inten-
sily its military deployment along
the border. Laos sent in airplanes
and adopted strict measures con-
trolling the border residents.

Laotian troops began to shell the
villages of Ban Mai and Ban Klang
in late  August, inflicting casual-
upon Thai soldiers.  Armed
attacks continued through Septem-
ber and Thai Supreme Commander
of the Armed Forces Arthit Kam-
lang-Ek ordered the army to be on
the alert. The border dispute had
escalated 1o the brink of full-scale
war.

ties

That the border dispute has es-
calated to battle mainly results
from interference by Viet Nam.
Laos today is completely under the
military and political control of
Vietnamese  authorities.  Some
50,000 Vietnamese troops have oc-

cupied the various major strategic
places in Laos. A great number
of Vietnamese troops have been
stationed along the Mckong River
at the Laos' border with Thailand
and more than 1,000 Vietnamese
advisers now control the various
departments of the Laotian Gov-
ernment. It is easy to sce that the
stern attitude held by the Laotian
delegation during the negotiations
reflected the Vietnamese stance.

The slanders that “Chincse ex-
pansionists and chauvinists” plot-
ted the illegal military occupation
of the three hamlcts were evident-
ly created by Viet Nam. A diplo-
mat in Bangkok stated that the
rigid attitude of Laos has reflected
the wishes of Hanoi. While creat-
ing the tense situation along the
Sino-Vietnamese border. the Viet-
namese authorities have attempted
to intensify the tension between
Thailand and Laos so as to exert
pressure upon Thailand from both
Kampuchea and Laos. Viet Nam
hopes to vilify Thailand and China
and distract the attention of the
international community from the
Kampuchean issue.

Therefore. the dispute over the
sovercignty of the three hamlets
between Thailund and Laos cannot
be solved quickly.  According to
its desire for regional hegemonism,
Hanoi will use double tactics of

military threats and peaceful nego-
tiations. Though talks may be call-
ed, there is a possibility that Lao-
tian troops, with Viet Nam's back-
ing. will occupy these three hamlets
and further aggravate the tension




China’s Stand on World Situation Outlined

Peace and development are two major issues in the world today. They also consti-
tute the primary objectives of China’s domestic and foreign policies.

Wu Xuegian speaks to the 39th United Nations General Assembly.

Following is the statement by
Foreign Minmister Wu Xuegyian at
the 39th Session of the United Na-
tions Generul Assembly on Sepiem-

ber 26, 1984. — Ed.
representatives of  the

AS
4 crnments ol

of the world, we meet here every

gov-

various countries

year to hold extensive exchanges
of views on the international si-
tation and 10 explore ways 1o
maintain world peace, ensure in-
and
This
testifies to the importance of the
United Nations Organization and
the historic mission incumbent on

1t

ternational  securily promote

human wellare [act itselt

Reviewing the international de-
velopments over the past year, peo-
ple cannot but feel worried. With
the suspension ol their disarma-
ment negotiations, the two nuclear
superpowers have stepped up thein
deployinen: ol intermediate-range

missiles in Europe and- adopted
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thus fur-
ther escalating their nuclear arms

confrontation measures,

race. This poses a new threat to
all European countries and deeply
disturbs all countries in the world.
Over the past year. while the two
wars ol aggression in Asia have
been going on unchecked, a new
armed invasion occurred in Central
I'he Middle East is still

[raught with crises, and the [lames

America.

of war in the Gull region are
spreading, which has caused wide-
spread concern. Basically speaking,
the tension and sharp contradic-
tion in southern Africa are not yet
relaxed.  Meanwhile, the serious
economic difficultics of many de-
veloping countries show  clearly
that the global North-South contra-
diction is sharpening and the gap
poor
think no

one will deny that peace and de-

between the rich and the

widening.  Therelore, |
velopment, generally speaking, re-

main the two fundamental ques

tions bearing upon the interests of

all the peoples in the world today.
| would like to take this oppor-
tunity to offer some obscrvations
on the two questions on behalf of
the Chinese Government.

At present, what concerns and
disturbs people most is the threat
of a nuclcar war. Despite innumer-
able rounds of twlks on nu-
clear disarmament and a variety
of proposals to this end, nuclear
weapons have continued to in
crease and nuclear stockpiles have
reached extremely dangerous pro
portions. As is universally recog-
nized, the two superpowers ought
to bear the main responsibility on
this

possess over 95 per cent of the

question. 1t is they who

world's total nuclear weaponry.
and they alone who are in a posi-
tion to fight a nuclear war. Should
they choose to use only a small por-
tion of their nuclear arsenals, not
only the people of these two nu-
clear powers would suffer, but the
people of the whole world would
be plunged into an unprecedented
For this reason, the nu-
merous and medium-sized
countries and the people through
out the world are fully justilied to
demand that they immediately hait

their nuclear arms race and take

holocaust.
small

the lead in drastically cutting back
their nuclear weaponry.

The arms race between the two
powers is extending to
Both sides are step-

nuclear
ouler space.
ping up the development of anti-
ballistic missile weapon systems so
as 1o reinforee their strategic offen-
sive capabilitics through improved
strategic defensive means. Recent-
Iv. they have made some gestures
on the question of outer space
weapons, cach mounting negotia-

tion offensives against the other
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However, as people can see, nego-
tiations have not really started and
yet cach of the superpowers is
busy shifting the responsibility
for obstructing and sabotaging the
talks onto the other. This cannot
but arouse suspicion: Do they
really intend to hold talks or just
use¢ them to cover up their arms
race in outer space?

As the arms race between the
two nuclear powers escalates, the
danger of a nuclear war will in-
creasc with cach passing day.
Though already possessing  an
over-saturation and over-kill nu-
clear capacity, cach of the super-
powers is doing its utmost 0 gain
supremacy over the other on the
pretext  of “maintaining parity”
and “cqual sccurity,” lest the other
side would surpass it in terms of
quantity and quality of nuclear
weapons.  This practice of pro-
gressive escalation of nuclear ar-
maments cannot but arouse doubts
as to whether or not they truly
have sincere desire for disarma-
ment. What the people of the
world want is genuine and effee-
tive disarmament 1o ensure that
people can live in peace and
security

The Chinese Government and
people always stand for nuclear
disarmament. . We- hold that ef-
forts should be made to promote
progress in conventional as well
as  nuclear  disarmament.  The
small quantity of nuclear weapons
China possesses is solely for the
purpose of sclf-defense. We have
solemnly declared time and again
that at no time and in no circum-
stances will China be the first to
use nuclear weapons and that it un-
conditionally undertakes not to
use nuclear weapons against non-
nuclear states and regions.  China
has never participated. nor does it
intend 10 participute. in the nu-
clear arms race or 10 shirk its re-
sponsibility in regard 10 nuclear
disarmament.

China's position on nuclear dis-
armament cen be summed up in
the following three basic points:
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1. Qur fundamental position
is the complete prohibition and
thorough destruction of all nu-
clear wecapons.

2. As a practical step for nu-
clear disarmament, we propose
that, after the Soviet Union and
the United States have taken the
lcad in putting an end to testing,
improving and manufacturing nu-
clear weapons and have agreed on
substantially reducing their nuclear
arscnals, a broadly representative
international conference should be
convened with the participation of
all nuclear states to work out to-
gether  concrete  mcasures  for
further nuclear disarmament.

5. Before all this materializes,
for the sake of reducing the threat
of nuclear war and showing good
faith in nuclear disarmament, all
nuclear states should undertake not
to be the first to use nuclear weap-
ons and unconditionally pledge
not to use, or threaten to use, nu-
clear weapons against non-nuclear
states and nuclear-free zones and
should reach agreement on mutual
non-use of nuclear weapons.

We support the just demand of
the people of the world for the
prohibition of nuclear weapons
and the prevention of a nuclear
war. and we appreciate all reason-
able proposals conducive to nu-
clear disarmament and the main-
tenance of world peace. To pro-
moic progress in nuclear disarma-
ment, we are ready to exchange
views, within the United Nations
or at other forums, on such issucs
as the prevention of nuclear war,
cessation of the nuclear arms race
and nuclear disarmament, provided
all the other nuclear states agrec
to do so.

As things now stand, we can-
not but cmphasize that it is of
great urgency to demand that the
two nuclear powers stop their nu-
clear arms race. halt the deploy-
ment of new  intermediate-range
missiles. resume  negotiations  on
nuclear disarmament and reduce
and destroy those nuclear missiles

already deployed in Europe, Asia
and elscwhere and that they im-
mediately stop extending their
arms race to outer space. We stand
for the early conclusion of a treaty
on the prohibition of arms race in
outer space and a ban on research,
testing, development, manufacture,
deployment and use of all weapons
designed for outer space warfare
as well as destruction of all the
existing outer space weapon sys-
tems.  All this is highly necessary
for demilitarizing the outer space
and cnsuring the peaccful use of
outer space by mankind.

China has always opposed the
development, production and use
of all biological weapons detri-
mental to mankind. The Standing
Committee of the Chinese Nation-
al People’s Congress alrcady adopt-
ed on Scptember 20, 1984 the
decision on China's accession to
the convention on the prohibition
of biological weapons. From now
on, China will join other countries
to combat all acts that violate this
convention and to work hard for
its further improvement so as to
advance the whole process of dis-
armament.

A major cause of the turbul-
ence and tension in the world to-
day is the commission in interna-
tional relations of such acts as in-
fringement on the sovereignty of
other countries, invasion and oc-
cupation of their territorics, in-
terference in their internal affairs
and the use of force against them
in violation of the basic principle
of “sovereign cquality of all
states” as set forth in the UN
Charter.

We arc of the view that all na-
tions. big or small, strong or weak.
rich or poor, should be treated as
cquals and that they should res-
pect one another, live in harmony
and engage in mutually beneficial
co-operation.  The affairs of a
country should be determined by
the people of that country them-
sclves.  External interference of
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all kinds is illcgal and impermis-
sible.

In pursuing their foreign poli-
cies, all countries should obscrve
the norms guiding international
relations and abide by the UN
Charter. However, the super-
powers, on the strength of their
size and power, often try to im-
pose their own will on others,
thinking they could do whatever
they please. Instead of respecting
the sovereignty. independence and
territorial integrity of other coun-
tries, they have pursued hegemon-
ism and power politics and even
carricd out armed aggression
against weak and small countries.
With their support, certain regional
hegemonists do not scruple to play
the tyrant and have tricd to annex
territories of their neighbours by
force. At this solemn rostrum of
the UN General Assembly, we
have condemned more than once
the big and small hegemonist
powers for their acts of aggression
in violation of the UN Charter
and in breach of intcrnational
sccurity.  Today, we once again
strongly condemn these acts. Peo-
ple throughout the world will go
on denouncing the  hegemonists
with full justice so long as they
persist in such acts of aggression.

At present there exist many “hot
spots™ in the world. Some arcas
may become “hot spots™ tomorrow.
Kampuchea is still being trampled
upon. The war of aggression
against Afghanistan is being in-
tensified and expanded.  The
situation in the Middle East and
Central America remains complex,
tense and volatile.  In southern
Africa, the racists and colonialists
are obstructing national indcpend-
ence and threatening the sccurity
of ncighbouring countries. Some
of these “hot spots’™ have resulted
from direct aggression by the su-
perpowers:  others  have turned
into international crises  because
of their meddling. intervention
or behind-the-scenes support and
manipulation. To cool down the
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“hot spots.” relax tensions and re-
solve contradictions, the prerequi-
site is to stop interference, control
and infiltration by the super-
powers and their followers so that
the parties concerned in  each
country or region may seck rea-
sonable solutions to their respec-
tive internal problems through
peaceful negotiations.

As an old Chinese saying goes,
“Common fear leads to unity;
common greed leads to rivalry.”
This is how the world situation
stands today. On the one hand,
the two superpowers are rivalling
for world hegemony: on the other
hand. the large numbers of small
and medium-sized countries are
steadily strengthening their unity
and supporting onc another in the
struggle against hegemonism. It
is our belicf that in the face of an
unjust action where the strong
bullies the Wweak and the big
oppresses the small, the internation-
al community has the responsibil-
ity and obligation to speak out for
justicc and wage struggles against
such acts in order to uphold the
norms  governing  international
relations and the principles of the
UN Charter. Far from helping
world peace and stability, toler-
ancc towards aggressors will only
inflate their arrogance.

The struggles of the world's
people against hegemonism, im-
perialism, colonialism and racism
are all just struggles. to which the
Chinese Government and people
will. as always, give firm support.

We support the position of the
Democratic People’s Republic of
Korca for the holding of tripartite
talks, ecasing of tension in the
Korean Peninsula and the inde-
pendent and peaceful reunification
of Korea. and calling for the with-
drawal of US troops [rom South
Korea.

We support the people of Al-
ghanistan in their heroic struggle
to safeguard national independence
and resist foreign aggression. We

oppose the cfforts of the Soviet
Union to intensify its aggression
against and devastation of Afghan-
istan and wec demand the with-
drawal of Soviet troops from Af-
ghanistan.

We have always stood by the
Arab people and supported their
just struggle against Israeli aggres-
sion and expansion and the just
struggle of the Palestinian people
to regain their legitimate national
rights, and we demand  Israel’s
withdrawal from lLebanon and
from all the other Arab territories
it has occupied since 1967.

We support the just struggle of
the people of Namibia for national
independence and that of the pco-
ple of South Africa against apar-
theid and racial discrimination and
demand  the withdrawal of the
troops of South Africa from Na-
mibia and the cessation of military
threats to the neighbouring coun-
tries.

We support the Latin American
people and the Contadora Group
in their endeavour for peace and
stability in Central America and
demand that the outside forces
stop their acts of military interven-
tion and infiltration in this region.

Here | would like, in particular,
to say a few words about the ques-
tion of Kampuchea. Almost six
years have passed since Viet Nam
invaded and occupied the inde-
pendent and  sovercign  state  of
Democratic Kampuchea by armed
force. Viet Nam refuses to give
up its wild ambition of annexing
Kampuchea despite repeated sct-
backs on the battlefield in its suc-
cessive “dry season offensives.”
It has time and again played the
trick of the so-called partial with-
drawal in an attempt to cover up
its refusal to withdraw its troops.
Its demand to condition its troop
withdrawal on the exclusion of
one of the patriotic resistance
forces of Kampuchea has revealed
all the more clearly that 1o this day
it lacks the sincerce desire to solve
the Kampuchean question.  We
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The modem “pagodas" of the
Karamay Oiifield in Xinjiang.
Photo by Chen Bo

A specal new <wal dock in
Qinhuangdao Harbour.
Photo by Sun Zhong
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The Luohu districc of the Shenzhen
Special Economic Zone.
Photo by Xue Chao

Nordsino, a 12,300-ton container ship
made by the Shanghai Shipyard for
Federal Germany, goes through he
paces in the Atlantic Ocean.

Photo by Xin Hua

A specialized household in the suburbs of
Yangzhou, Jiangsu, breeds ducks.
Photo by Dai Jiming

A bumper grain harvest in Lishu County, Jilin
Province.

Photo by Zhang Haifeng



The first Chinese commun
cations satellite is successfully
launched.

Photo by Yang Wumin




hope 10 see a fair and reasonable
solution 10 the question of Kam-
puchea at an early datc. But a
political settlement of this ques-
tion must be predicated on the
withdrawal of all the Vietnamese
aggressor (roops from Kampuchea.
In our view, whetlicr to firmly
oppose aggression by Viet Nam
and demand the withdrawal of its
troops is a fundamental test as o
whether one gives resolute support
to the just struggles of the people
subjected to aggression, safcguards
the independence of sovereign
states, works for the maintenance
of world peace and sceurity and
upholds the basic norms of inter-
national relations. We  support
the legitimate status and authority
of the tripartite Coalition Govern-
ment of Democratic Kampuchea
headed by Prince Sihanouk. We
belicve that after the withdrawal
of Vietnamese troops, the various
Kampuchean political forces will
get united on a broad basis, and
that the Kampuchean people can
decide their own future through a
UN-supervised gencral  election,
frec from outside aggression and
interference. We  hope to  sce
Kampuchea bccome an independ-
ent, peaceful, neutral and non-
aligned state.

The Chinese Government pur-
sues an independent foreign policy,
firmly opposes hegemonism, and
resolutely stands by all peoples
who are subjected 0 oppression
and aggression. China will never
attach itself 1o any big power or
group of powers, nor yield to any
outside pressure. We support the
non-aligned movement and will
not cnter into alliance with any
big power. We do not practise
the  so-called equidistant  diplo-
macy, or play cards or ally our-
sclves with one big power against
the other. In our external rela-
tions, we have always followed
the Five Principles of Pcaceful
Coexistence initiated  jointly by
China, India and Burma 30
years ago. They arc: *“Mutual
respect for sovereignty and terri-
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torial integrity, mutual non-aggres-
sion,  non-interfercnce  in cach
other’s internal  affairs, equality
and mutual benefit, and peaceful
coexistence.”  In accordance with
these principles, China has  im-
proved  relations  with neigh-
bouring countries, concluded a
number of boundary treaties and
trcaties of peace, friendship and
co-operation, and developed friend-
ly relations with many countries
in Asia, Africa, Latin America,
Europe, North America and Ocea-
nia. The Five Principles of Peace-
ful  Coexistence haye long been
written into China's Constitution
and are the basic norms China
follows in handling its relations
with all countries. We wani to
live in peace and develop normal
relations with all countries. Even
though some countries have dif-
ferences of one kind or another
with us for this or that reason, we
arc ready 1o seek a settlement of
the differences in g spirit  of
mutual understanding and consul-
tation so that our relations with
them may gradually improve.
Over the past three decades, ihe
Five Principles of Peaceful Coes-
istence have stood the test of in-
ternational vicissitudes and shown
great vitality.  Experience shows
that they arc the basic norms
governing relations between states
and constitute an important weap-
on against hegemonist interfer-
ence and aggression. In line with
the trend of history and in res-
ponse to the call of our time, they
reflect the aspirations and intercsts
of the people of all countrics, and
have thus won their appreciation
and support.  Whether relations
between countries are good or bad
depends on whether or not they
adhere to the Five Principles of
Peacelul  Coexistence.  |If these
principles are adhered 1o, coun
tries with different social systems
can live in amity and engage in
Iriendly co-operation. But if not,
cven countries with similar social
systems may fall out and come
into confrontation or even con-

flict.  We otress the importance
of the Five Principles of Peaceful
Coexistence here because they are
in accord with the principles of
the UN Charter. So long as all
countries strictly adhere to the
Five Principles of Peaceful Coex-
istence in their mutual relations,
whether between big powers, or
between big and small countries,
or between small countries, it will
not be difficult to have interna-
tional tensions relaxed, and world
peace will surely be prescrved.

The peace and stability of the
world depend on  a  sustained
growth of national and interna-
tional economics.  The develop-
ment of the third world has be-
comce one of the biggest challenges
mankind faces today.

This year marks the 10th anni-
versary of the Declaration on the
Establishment of a New Interna-
tional Econemic Order and the
Prograrame of Action which were
adopted by the United Nations
General  Assembly at its  Sixth
Special Session. At that session
10 years ago, Deng Xiaoping,
Charrman of the Chinese Delega-
von, pledged China's support to
the just position of the third world
countries calling for the restruc-
turing of the inequitable and irra-
tional  international  economic
order. Despite the persistent el-
forts made by the developing
countrics to removye external con-
straints imposed on théir economic
development  and to  improve
North-South relations, the actual
results are far from catisfactory.
Up to now, global ncgotiations
have not vet been launched and
the immediate measurcs for solving
the current urgent problems affect-
ing the developing countries haye
failed 10 materialize. 1t is still a
far cry from the objectives set
forth in the Dcclaration and the
Programme of Action adopted at
the Sixth Special Session of the
General Assembly owing 10 inter-
national  obsiacles from  certain
quarters.
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Al present, cconormic recovery
a the West s still very unsteady
and the coonomic prospects in
developing countries remain grim.
They are faced with such difficul-
ties ar economic stagnation, lack
of funds, export restrictions and
heavy debt burden. Their develop-
ment is being seriously hindered.

The grave difficulties of the
least developed countries, particu-
larlv the desperate plight of many
such countries in Africa. ought 1o
reccive close attention and  deep
ympathy from the whole world.
In the areas south of the Sahara,
more than 100 million people are
nlagued by famine, with vast num-
hers of women and children on the
verge of death, as a result of long
vears of economic stagnation and
drop in per capita income lor years
running, coupled with the threat
of continued drought and reduc-
tion of grain output. It is urgent
for the international community
1o take concerted action in res-
ponse e their apoeal for help in
coping witn the difficulties. All
developed countries have the obli-
gation o give them adequate aid
of all kmds and help them over-
come  their economic  difficulties
and alleviaie the people’s  suf-
ferings.

The grave debt problem is an
urgent issue  facing  developing
countries, Latin - American  coun-
trics i particular.  The 1otal vol-
ume of external debts incurred by
the third world as a whole has
reached a staggering ligure. Re-
cently, e continued  rise of in-
terest rate of US banks has fur-
ther increased the burden on debt-
or countries. In our view. to set-
tle the debt problem is the respon-
sibility the creditor countries, com-
meccial  banks and  international
financiai agencies should shoulder
wgether with the debtor countries.
The principle for settling this prob-
lem  should be  “promotion of
debt service  through  develop-
ment.”  The  debtor  countries
should be asked o adopt readjust-
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ment policies aimed at promoting
their economic growth, and not
to impose a recessionist policy.
The creditor countrics should
take such mecasures as lowering
high interest rates, improving
terms of payment, reducing trade
restrictions,  increasing  govern-
menial development aid and pro-
viding adequate credits and loans
so as to reduce burden of the
debtor countries. We  appreciate
and support the reasonable pro-
posals put forward by debtor coun-
trics for scttling the debt problem
and the responsible attitude they
adopt. We hope that through their
own sustained efforts and with the
attention and help of the interna-
tional community. the debtor
countries will be able gradually 10
extricate  themselves  from  their
difficult position so that the cur-
rent debt crisis may be cased and
overcome.

Protectionism is another urgemt
problem that affects the economic
growth of the developing coun-
triecs. We have noted with concern
that, with the gradual recovery of
the economies of developed coun-
tries. protectionism is on the rise
rather than decline. This has be-
come & major obhstacle (6 the eco-
nomic recovery and development
of the developing countries. We
call on the major developed coun-
tries immediately 10 adopt effective
measures 1o honour their promises
made  ar various  international
forums and to halt and reverse the
trend  of  incrcased  protection-
ism against the developing coun-
trics, so that the latter may increase
their export carnings and create
conditions for the cexpansion oi
their imports and the growth of
their economies.

The world cconomy is an inte
gral whole. Its  stability  and
growth cannot be based on the
affluence of the few and the im-
poverishment of the many. With-
out the cconomic growth of the
developing countries. it will be dif-
ficult for the developed countries
to achicve sustained cconomic re-

covery and cxpansion. This truth
is quite obvious and has come to
be appreciated and supported by
more and more persons with
breadth of vision in the West. It
is regrettable that some major de-
veloped countries have thus far
failed to consider in carnest the
practical difficulties and urgent de-
mands of the numcrous develop-
ing countries. These developed
countries have remained indifferent
to North-South dialoguc and global
negotiations  and  opposed a  re-
structuring of the old international
ceonomic order. Theirs is a short-
sighted policy.

The Group of 77 has alrcady
put forward a series of practical
proposals that have 1aken into con-
sideration the interests of all coun-
tries concerned. In order 10 remove
the obstacles in the way of launch-
ing global ncgotiations, they have
ume and again made major efforts
and proposced that the global ne-
gotiations be carried out in two
phases. The International Devel-
opment Strategy adopted by the
United Nations General Assembly
at its 35th Session in 1980 also
gives expression o the common
desire of the international com-
munity to cstablish the new inter-
national cconomic order and to re-
vitalize the world cconomy. The
mid-term review and appraisal of
the implementation of the Strategy
should mainly be aimed at c¢n-
suring the Tull implementation of
the scries of policy measures set
forth in the Strategy. The develon
ing countrics have proposed the
convening of another international
conference on money and finance
with the object of promoting de-
velopment. We hope that all coun-
tries concerned will strive to create
conditions for the early convoca-
tion of this conference, It has
been our consistent view that the
solution of the immedialc prob-
lems facing the developing coun-
tries should be closely linked with
the effort to achicve the long-term
objective of establishing the new
international economic order. We

Beitnng Review. No. 41




support all proposals that proceed
from the overall interests of the
world economy and help improve
the North-South relations and
promote development in the third
world. We are ready to join the

other developing countries n
making unrcmitting  efforts  to
establish tha new international

cconomic order.

There are great potentials for
increased co-operation among third
world countries, with their vast
territorics and rich  resources.
While North-South negotiations
arc at a stalemate, South-South
co-operation among  developing
countrics is making further prog-
ress. South-South co-operation is
not only an effective way for the
developing countries 1o strengthen
collective sclf-reliance in  over-
coming difficulties and developing
their cconomies. but also an im-
portant impetus  to North-South
dialogue and a boost to their
negotiating positions. The Chinese
Government is ready to play its
part in promoting South-
South co-operation in ac-
cordance with the principles of
“equality and mutual  benefit,
stress on practical results, diversi-
ty in form, and common progress.”

Peace and development are two
major issues in the world today.
Thev also constitute the primary
objectives of China’s domestic and
forcign policies. The Chinese peo-
ple are now cngaged in a large-
scale socialist modernization drive.
Their goal can be attained only
through long years of cfforts in a
peaccful  international  environ-
ment. This year marks the 35th
anniversary of the founding of the
People’s Republic of China. We
have scored great achievements in
these 35 years, particularly in the
years since 1979 in which there
have been sustained growth and co-
ordinated development of China’s
cconomy. True. we made detours
and paid our price. but we have
gained experience as weil, It is our
basic experience that economic de-
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velopment must be based on the
actual conditions of one's own
country and that there is no ready-
made model to copy and one has
ta blazc one's own trail of ad-
vance. A period of 35 years is far
too short for us to turn China. with
its large population and vast terri-
tory, into a modernized, prosperous
and strong socialist country.
Thirty-five years arc not enough,
not even another 35 years. China
will continue unswervingly to pur-
sue its foreign policy of peace,
and will make every possible en-
deavour for the maintenance of
world peace.

Bascd on the idea of “one coun-
try, two systems.” the Chinese Gov-
ernment has decided to resume
the cxcrcise of sovereignty over
Hongkong in 1997 and establish a
Hongkong Special Administrative
Region. That is to say. in view of
the history of Hongkong and its
realitics, a special administrative
region, where the capitalist system
will remain unchanged for 50 years,
is 1o be established in a socialist
country. This idea, bascd as it is
on China’s actual conditions, con-
forms to a common aspiration and
the interests of the one billion Chi-
nesc people, including our compa-
triots in Hongkong. Thanks to
their joint cfforts, the Chinese and
British Governments have rcached
and initialled an agreement on the
question of Hongkong. The scttle-
ment of this question will contri-
bute significantly to the lofty cause
of the reunification of our great
motherland and to stability and
peace in Asia.

China’s foreign policy remains
firm and consistent, as it is based
on the fundamental interests of the
people of China and of the rest of
the world. We support the people
of all countries in their struggle to
safeguard sovercignty and inde-
pendence and develop their nation-
al cconomy and in their struggle
against the arms racc, the threat
of war and hegemonism in de-
fense of world peace. China wishes

to live in peace and develop aor
mal relations with all other coun-
trics in the world, mcluding the
United Statcs and the Sovict
Union. China stands for the casing
of world tensions and the settic-
ment of all internationa! disputes
through  peaceful  consultations
and earnest ncgotiations. China
also hopes to sce the two supur-
powers, the United States and the
Soviet Union, end their nuclear
armis race and global rivalry and
improve their bilateral rclations in
the interest of world peace and
international sccurity.

Only with peace can there be de-
velopment. Without development,
there can be no stability; and
without stability. peace is out of
the question. Peace and develep-
ment arc inscparable. They are
the two major objectives which
the world’s pcople have most at
heart and to which the Unued
Nations is committed. We must
march towards these two major
objectives, however numerous the
difficulties and obstacles may be
We are convinced that with the
concerted cfforts of the people ali
over the world, these objectives
can definitely be attained.

It is nearly 40 years since the
founding of the United Nations,
which, having traversed a path by
no means smooth and uneveutful,
today shoulders an even heavier
responsibility for the maintenance
of world peace and international
security. We appreciate and sup-
port the UN Sceretary-General's
statement in his annual seport ex-
pressing the desire and demand for
making the United Nations work
better. As one of the founders of
the United Nations and a permia
nent member of the Security Coun-
cil, China is determined o make
the greatest endeavour possible
together with other countries, o
uphold the UN  Charier  and
strengthen the role of the United
Nations.

— kd.)

(The heading is ours.



Sino-British Agreement—A Landmark

The concept of “one country, two systems’’ has a strong theoretical basis and is by no
means an expediency. The arrangements for the future of Hongkong will help China

implement its open policy.

by HUAN XIANG

FTER two years of negotia-

tions, the Chincse and British
Governments have finally initiall-
¢d a declaration on the solution of
the question of Hongkong.  Ac-
cording to the joint declaration the
British Government will  return
Hongkong to China on June 30,
1997 and the Chinesc Government
will resume the exercise of sov-
ercignty over Hongkong on July
1, 1997. Thirteen years from now.
a century of foreign rule will give
way to a new period of develop-
ment for Hongkong, in the em-
brace of the motherland.

The question of sovereignty over
Hongkong arose when the British
forced the Qing Dynasty court to
sign threc uncqual treaties in the
mid-19th century. It was a bitter
time for the Chinese people. How-
the Chinese people have
never stopped thinking of their
compatriots in Hongkong, and the
people in Hongkong have never
stopped loving their motherland.
The Hongkong people’s patriotic
scntiments  strengthened  the Chi-
nese people’s determination to re-
cover Hongkong and reunify the
motherland, while the Chinese pco-
ple’s firm resolve has spurred the
Hongkong people to make their
region more powerful and pros-

over,

The author is a well-known econ-
omist and an expert in international
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perous. The Chinese people on
the mainland and in Hongkong
have always linked their fates and
their futures.

Soon after liberation, the Com-
munist Party and the Chinese
Government decided in light of
the situation at the time to deal
with Hongkong as a problem re-
maining from history. o be
settled through peaceful nego-
tiations when the time was
right.  Since then, the Party and
the government have implemented
a number of measurcs to enhance
Hongkong's cconomic prosperity
and social stability. This is a wise
and far-sighted policy decision.
The government and the Party
have been consistent in carrying it
out, thus creating a favourable con-
dition for China to resumc sov-
creignty over the region.

‘One Country,
Two Systems’

I'hroughout its  deliberations
over the Hongkong question, the
Chinese Government has proceeded
from a broad perspective in the
spirit of seeking truth from facts
and reality. It has put forward
the original concept of ““one coun-
try. two systems,” formulated the
fundamental principles of “resum-
ing the exercise of sovereignty and
maintaining stability and prosperi-
ty,” and on this basis, drawn up
a series of concrete policies. In
the course of negotiations, the
Chinese Government has been rea-

sonable and sincere. It has accept-
ed all reasonable suggestions put
forward by the British Govern-
ment.

The idea of “onc country, two
systems' came about after a com-
prehensive theoretical analysis by
our Party and government of the
course of China’s socialist modern-
ization. [t is also a major policy
decision adopted with due respect
to the history and reality of the
situation.  Never an expediency. it
will be carried out firmly and per-
sistantly.

Theoretically  speeking, social-
ism is a fairly long period of tran-
sition.  During  this  historical
period, a developing country such
as China must allow the existence
of various economic forms. This
is a historical reality we cannot
ignore.

Today. socialism is China’s basic
social system.  This means the so-
cialist public owncership — owner-
ship by the whole people and the
collective ownership — takes the
leading role in the national econ-
omy. Individual businesses. Chi-
nesc-foreign  joint and
wholly-owned foreign enterprises
are allowed to exist as a supple-
ment to the socialist cconomy. This
obviously aids the rapid growth of
productive forces and the develop-
ment of socialism with distinctive
Chinese characteristics.

ventures

It is preciscly because various
economic forms coexist on the
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mainland, affirmed by the Consti-
tution and protected by state law
and administrative organizations,
that the idea of “one country, two
systems' — which allows Hong-
kong to keep its capitalist system
for a considcrably long period (50
years) — cannot be seen as an
emply promisc.

In realistic terms, Hongkong 1s
an international city. Because of
its extensive international cconom-
ic tics, Hongkong has the quali-
fications to be a global trans-
portation, trade and financial
centre in the Asian-Pacific region.
Its favourable geographical posi-
tion and many other historical con-
ditions cannot be replaced by the
other coastal cities in China for
the time being. Allowing Hong-
kong to maintain its current eco-
nomic and social system for a long
period under the formula of “one
country, two systems™ will help
China implement its open policy
and will help Hongkong maintain
and further develop its economic
ties with the rest of the world.

It must be noted that residents
in Hongkong and Kowloon have
lived for more than a century
under the present system. Although
they support Hongkong's return to
the motherland, they have been ac-
customed to the cxisting social sys-
tem and way of life for a long
time. This reality handed down
from history must be taken into
consideration.

The concept of “one country,
two systems” means that Hong-
kong will be designated a special
administrative region.  The af-
fairs of Hongkong should be man-
aged by its own people. and
Hongkong will enjoy a high de-
gree of autonomy, which will re-
main unchanged for 50 years. Of
course, this autonomy will be
achieved only under the unificd
state sovereignty of the People’s
Republic of China. The concept
of "one country, two systems”
should never be misunderstood as
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“two sovereign states in one coun-
try” or “two mutually exclusive
political entities in one country,”
as some people have claimed. Our
aim is to consolidate the unifica-
tion of the nation, not its per-
manent separation.

Two Periods

The conclusion of the agreement
between China and Britain on the
Hongkong question shows that
both the Chinese and the British
hope to maintain and develop the
prosperity and stability of Hong-
kong. We are deeply convinced
that the stability, prosperity and
development  of Hongkong  will
further propel the progress of
fricndly relations between China
and Britain.

Here arises the question of two
periods. The period from now to
June 30. 1997 is the transitional
period before Britain returns Hong-
kong to the People’s Republic of
China. During this time, the
British will still be responsible for
the administration of Hongkong
and bear the main responsibility
for maintaining its stability and
prosperity. Of course, the Chincse
Government and people will also
be closely concerned with the de-
velopment of the situation in Hong-
kong, and will give support and
co-opceration whenever possible, in
light of the future.

After China resumes the exercisc
of sovereignty over Hongkong,
taking effect on July 1, 1997,
maintaining and developing the
stability and prosperity of Hong-
kong will depend entirely on the
ability and wisdom of the Chinese
people.

The two periods arc closcly re-
lated. If there is no stability and
prosperity for Hongkong in the 13
years of the first period, and il
Hongkong is thrown into chaos. or
returncd to China as a “skele-
ton,” then China will have to start

from scratch in the 50 years of the
second period. This means that the
first 13 years will be crucial to
ensuring the prosperity of Hong-
kong. Both China and Britain,
which signed the agreement on the
Hongkong question, will be deeply
concerned about this problem. But
the British will all the more have
the unshirkable responsibility.

After negotiations, the Chinese
and British Goveraments have de-
cided to set up a Sino-British [oint
Liaison Group, which will have its
principal basc in Hongkong begin-
ning July 1, 1988, It will continue
its work until January 1, 2000.
The joint liaison group will
consult, exchange information and
discuss matters relating o the im-
plementation of the declaration. It
is both advisable and necessary to
cstablish a liaison group. It will
play its role within the scope of
functions stipulated by the Sino-
British joint declaration.

The future of Hongkong has
been clecarly mapped out by the
initialling of the Sino-British joint
declaration. One of the funda-
mental guarantees for the sound
management ol Honghong's affairs
in the transitional period and in the
following 50 years will be the
cfforts of Chinesc compatriots in
Hongkong. who will graduaiiy take
their destiny into their own hands
and make contributions 1o Hong-
kong and the motherland.

Today. China is working hard
for its four modernizations and
needs to make full use of Hong-
kong’s advantages. Many coun-
tries would like to usc Hongkong
as a channel through which to de-
velop their trade relations with
China. As a hub in the Asian-
Pacific region. Hongkong will have
a grealer opportunity to play its
role in developing the Asian-Pacif-
ic cconomy than ever belore.
Hongkong's future is bright with
prosperity. (!
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1949-1984
ANNIVERSARY SPECIAL

Major Economic and Social Achievements (Il)

China, during the 35 years since the founding of
the People's Republic in 1949, has transformed itself from
a poverty-stricken backward country into a socialist nation
enjoying the beginnings of affluence and strength.

Last week “Beijing Review” published the first part of
a story listing China’s 10 major achievements in economic
and social development. The first part chronicled
the transformation from private to public ownership,
the development of a solid economic foundation and
the growth of the economy in the absence of crippling

inflation.

The report continues this week with more about
the economic growth of China and the changes in social
conditions for the Chinese people.

by ZHU QINFANG

More Economic Exchanges

Over the past 35 years. China
has established trade relations with
more 190 countries and re-
gions. and 92 of those countries
have

than

trade
wrrecments or protocols with us

signed  government
China’s foreign trade has develop-
vd more rapidly since 1979, when
the country decided 10 open itsell
10 the world. The nation’s 1983 vol-
wme for import and export valued
at §0,000 million yuan (42,200 mil-
lion for imports and 45.800 million
for exports) or 21 times the towal
in 1950 and 2.4 times that of 1978,
of which those between Chima and
lapan,  Hongkong, the  United
States, Federal Republic of Ger
muny, Canada and Australia con
stitute a large proportion.

As China has become more in-
dustrialized, the proportion of raw
and scmi-finished materials in the
export has dropped to give way to
manulactured goods. The propor-
tion of manufactured products in
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the total export volume increased
from 16.6 per cent in 1952 10 56.7
per cent in 1983, In the mean
time, China reduced its import of
manufactured goods, cutting such
imports from 81.3 per cent of the
total import volume in 1952 to
72.8 per cent of the total in 1983,

An important way to accclerate
China’s modernization is to make
better use of foreign funds and im-
port advanced technology.  Since
1979, China has signed loan agree-
ments worth a total of US$22.000
million (US§14,600 million ol
which was put to use in China by
the end of 1983). During this
period, China has formed 188 joint
ventures with foreign concerns.

Over the past three decades,
China has imported equipment and
advanced technology worth more
than US$17,000 million.
cquipment and  technology
helped develop industry, improve
product quality, and reduce con-
sumption of raw and scmi-finished
materials.

The new

has

In the past five years, China has
also contracted construction proj-

Some
amounting to

ccts in foreign  countries.
1,317 contracts
US$2.100 mullion have been
signed with 46 countrics and
regions.  So far, Chinese construc-
tion crews have finished projects
worth US$940 million. China has
proved to be quite compeltitive on
the international market.

China’s economic ties have not
all been in industry and trade.
China’s tourist industry has grown
tremendously over the past five
years. Last year, 948 million peo-
ple. 5.2 times the figure in 1978,
countries and
visit relatives

came  from 163
regions 10 sightieo
and friends, do business or par-
ticipate in scientific  and
cultural exchanges.  OfF the wotal,

8.6 million were overseas Chinese

sports,

from  Hongkong

trade

or compatriuls
Macao.  The toutist
1.860

times the figure in 1978,

and

carned mullion  yuan, 4.1

Headway in Science and
Technology

hiberation, Ching woas
technically backward, and 1t had
only 30.000 technicians and scien-

Prior o

tists in the carly 30s, of which only
500 were doing scientific research.
Since then, the courtry has made
headway in advancing its science
and technology, though it has faced
sctbacks along the way. Scicnce
and have developed
most rapidly in recent vears, as
they have been deemed vital 10
boosting the national cconomy.

e hnolng_v

By the end of last vear, there
were some 6.85 million technicians
and scicntists in state-owned cnter-
prises and departments, 16 times
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that of 1932 The pumber of
rescarchers grew  from 8,000 to
330,000 during this period, and
China now has more than 4,000
independent  natural
scarch centres.

science  re-

The past five years have seen
17,990 achicvements in scientific
rescarch, of which 632 have been
approved by the state.  Major in-
ventions o1 include:
the successful launching of atom
bombs, hydrogen bombs, and
guided missiles, the launching and

discoverics

recovery of a man-imade satellite,
the testing of a carrier rocket. and
testing of a rocket with three sat-
ellites, and the launching of an
experimental commuaications  sat-
cllite in 1984,  Alogether China
has successfully launched 15 satel-
lites since 1970,

In basic-scicnce rescarch, success
in synthesizing crystalline bovine
insulin and yeast alanine T-RNA
(transfer ribonucleic acid) enabled
China to take the lead in the re-
scarch on synthesizing biological
macromolecule.

Science has helped develop new
products,
nology in industry. China can now
produce more than 1.000 kinds of
steel, more than 20,000 forms ol

techiigques  and  weeh

rolled steel. more than 1,000 oil
products and more than 9,000
varicties of new materials. Advanc-
ed  technology in  electronics,
nuclear energy. computer automa-
tion, optical fibres and fluidics
have been applied in industry. In
the period from 1979 10 1983,
1,500 products were cited by the
state for their fine quality, and
7,000 new products
were  mass-produced.  In o 1983,
China succeeded in producing the
“Galaxy™ super-computer (which is
able to perform 100 million opera-
tions per testing @
1.800-channcl analogue microwave
system and in setting up a practical

more  than

second), in

system for optical fibre cable com-
munications.

in agriculture., about 80 per
cent of the crop strains have been
improved. The successful breeding
of hybrid rice which won a special
state award for invention has c¢n
abled China o annually produce
4 000 million more kilogrammes of
rice. worth 800 million yuan. The
wide cultivation of an improved
catton strain, Lumian No. 1. boost-
ed cotton production by 25 per
cent. lmproved sovbeans, peanuts,
drought-resistant winter wheat and
cotton strain resistant o fusarium

Anhui Province displays ils exports at o Hongkong exhibition.
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wilt have resulted in an increase
in their output. Ncw techniques
in cultivating rubber trees have
been applied 1o 200,000 heclares
and have yiclded good results. In
addition, the technique of cover-
ing young cash crops with plastic
sheets a greenhouse
cffect has shot the output up by
more than 30 per cent.

to achieve

Al these  achievements  have
demonstrated China's new level of
science and technology.

Living Standards improved

Thriving production has mark-
cdly  improved  China's  living
standards. The average per-capita
consumption rose from 76 yuan in
1952 to 288 vuan in 1983. Muking
allowances for price hikes. this
actually means a 250 per cent gain

That achicvement was hard-won.
For many years, cfforts o achicve
higher living standards were ham.
pered by an obscssion with accu-
mulation to the neglect of con-
sumer needs. A series of mcas-
ures adopted by the Party and the
government since 1978 have result
ed in more improvemest in living
standards over the last ¥ o0 7ears
than occurred during the presics
21 years.

From 1979 o 1983, average por-
capita consumption increased by
7.2 per cent annually, as compared
to the annual increase of 1.8 per
cent between 1938 and 1978,

have far
money in their pockets than belore.
A sample survey shows that in
1983 ecach peasant had a net in-

Peasants now more

come of 310 vuan, 2.5 umes the
1978.
rising prices,

nearly doubled.

average in Adjusting  for

their  income  was

Pay raises and bonus sysicms
have bousted  the  average  per-
capita wage of workers and stalf
in state-run enterprises from 446
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yuan in 1952 to 865 yuan in 1983,
an increase of 94 per cent.  The
increase in the last five vears alone
was 34 per cent. Allowing for
price rises, the annual rdte of in-
crease in the workers’ wages
.averaged 2.9 per cent in these
years, thereby arresting a de facto
nose-diving trend of the real
wages in the previous 21 vears.

Also in the past five years, 39.16
million people in the cities and
towns have been given jobs,
reducing the average number of
family dependents (including him-
self) of each worker from 3.3 in
1957 to 1.7 in 1983. In addition
to pay, labour protection, welfare
facilities and other fringe benefits
have also improved.

A sample survey of workers'
families shows that in 1983 each
family member had a spendable in-
come of 526 yuan, 67 per cent more
than the 1978 figure, or 43 per cent

A Shanghai research institute suc-
cessfully produced new-type opticol
fibres which can simultaneously
transmit 1,900 telephone conversa-
tions and TV signals as well.

& 3

more when price rises are taken
into consideration.

Higher pay has brought about
a change in what people buy. Both
urban and rural residents now
spend more on clothes and house-
hold appliances than on food.
High-grade commodities figure
prominently in the consumer goods
sales.

A comparison of 1983 and 1978
makes the change clear. In 1983,
the Chinese spent 19.8 per cent of
their food budget on meat, poultry,
eggs and scafood, up from 16 per
cent in 1978. In 1983, they spent
45.4 per cent of their clothing
budget on  high-quality synthetic
and woollen fabrics, silk, woollen
yarns and leather shoes, up from
33.2 per cent. In these five years,
combined share of bicycles, sewing
machines, wristwatches, TV scts,
cassctte tape-recorders, radios, elec-
trical fans, refrigerators, washing
machines and camceras in the retail
sales of durable consumer goods
increased from 16.6 per cent to
33.5 per cent.

Living conditions have im-
proved as well.  Of the 927 mil-
lion square metres of housing built
by the state between 1949 and
1983, 395 million square metres
were completed just in the last five
years. Housing construction has
averaged 79.07 million square
metres a year during that period, or
4.3 times the average (18.34 mil-
lion square metres) during the
previous 29 years. These figures
do not even include the 97 million
square metres of housing built with
non-government  funds, such as
residences  constructed by collec-
tives.

The housing boom increased
per-capita living space in the cities
from 4.2 squarc metres in 1978 to
5.9 square metres in 1983, And in
countryside, 2,800 million
square metres of housing was built
in the last five years, increasing
per-capita living space from 8.2

the

square 11.6

meltres.

metres 10 square

With the higher living standards,
savings deposits have increased
considerably. At the end of 1983,
the nation’s savings deposits total-

led 89,300 million yuan, 104 times

the 1952 figure. Today, cach city
dwecller has an average of 237 yuan
in the bank, and cach peasant
has 41 yuan,

The gap between workers and
peasants has been narrowed some-
what by the rapid rise of peasant
incomes.  In 1952, a worker spent
2.39 times as much monecy as a
peasant; the figure grew to 2.9 by
1978, but dwindled 10 2.24 in 1983.

Thriving Culture

Culture, education and medical
services were underdeveloped in
old China. Eighty per cent of the
population could not read or write,
and only onc in every five school-
age children went 1o school.

After the founding of the Peo-
ple’s Republic, the Party and the
government devoted major efforts
to eliminating  illiteracy  and
developing schools. During the
“cultural  revolution™  (1966-76),
however, education was forced 10
a standstill, resulting in a reduction
in the student population.  But
cducation rcbounded after 1978,
when importance was once again
attached 1o intellectual  develop-
ment.

By the end of 1983, 1.207 million
students were studying in univer-
sities and colleges, 10 times as
many as in 1949, Another 926,000
adults were studying in TV, corres-
pondence and night colleges. Mean-
while, there were 46.34 million
secondary school students, 37 times
the figure in 1949, and 135.78
million primary school pupils, a
5.6-fold increase over 1949.

student
million,

All told, China's 1983
population numbered 202
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one of every five people. The
result is a higher education level
for the entire population. Accord-
ing to census figures, one-quarter
of the Chinese had a junior middle
school education or above in 1982,
way up from the 6.4 per cent mark
in 1964.

With more income and educa-
tion, recreational life has become
livelier. Last year there were
162,000 movie projectionist teams
and 3,444 performing art troupes,
271 and 3.4 times over the 1949
figures respectively. Since libera-
tion, the nation’s movie industry
has made 1,270 feature films. Chi-
na has also come a long way in
developing its press, publishing
and broadcasting. Statistics last
year showed that every 100 Chi-
nese families had 21 radios and
35 TV sets.

Once the Chinese were mocked
as the “sickmen of East Asia,” a
pejorative term which stemmed
from, among other things, China’s
disappointing showing in athletic
contests. That situation changed
after liberation. With emphasis
put on physical fitness, sports have
become popular, and, on that basis,
many world-class athletes have
come to the fore. From 1956 to
1983, 139 Chinese athletes won 122
world championships in 53 sports
events, and 237 athletes broke 108
world records. Making its first
Olympics appearance after an
interval of 32 years at the 23rd
Games at Los Angeles this
summer, China’s athletes captured
15 gold medals.

Sports aside, growing medical
services have also helped improve
the health of the 1 billion Chinese
people. In 1983, therc were 20.7
hospital beds and 13.3 doctors for
every 10,000 people, a big jump
from the 1.5 beds and 6.7 doctors
in 1949, Nationwide campaign
urging sanitation and discase pre-
vention have reduced the incidence
of acute contagious and endemic
diseases. The mortality rate dipped
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Peasants living at the foot of Taihang Mountains eat better than before.

from 20 per thousand in the carly
1950s to 7.1 per thousand in 1983.
The Chinese population in the
early period of the People’s Re-
public was marked by both a high
birth rate and a high mortality rate;
today, both have plummected to
low levels. Average life expectancy
rose from 35 years before libera-
tion to 68 years in 1981.

Taken in sum, China's tre-
mendous achicvements in cconomic
and cultural ficlds over the last 35
years would have been inconceiv-
able in the old days. The changes
came as a result of the hard work
of the people. However, it should
be pointed out that China could
have progressed even further had

it not been for the “Left"” mistakes
that held sway for so long. Pro-
gress was particularly slowed
during the decade-long “cultural
revolution.™

To this day, many economic

problems remain unsolved. For ex-
ample, China’s level of manage-
ment is still low, and the economic
structure is yet to be well co-
ordinated. Much remains o be
done to achieve a proper balance
between the different branches of
the national economy. Economic

results are still not satisfactory,
and education, science and tech-
nology and living standards lcave
much to be desired.

China will take its conditions
into consideration and weigh its
cxpericnces — both  positive  and
negative.  On the basis of past
achievements, the Chinese people
will redouble their efforts in on-
going reforms. They will carry
out the policy of opening to the
world in the most sensible way
and strive to achieve stcady eco-
nomic development — all with the
aim of quadrupling the annual
gross output value of industry
and agriculturc by the turn of the

century. 0
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ANNIVERSARY SPECIAL

A Homecoming in the Heart

This is the third article in the
series by our staff members de-
scribing the changes that have
taken place in their hometowns
since 1949. This is part of our
project to celebrate the 35th an-
niversary of the People’s Re-
public.

— Ed.

by DAl YANNIAN
Y hometown is a small vil-

1\/ lage in Taixing County in
Jiangsu Province. The county rests
on the northern bank of the
Changjiang  (Yangtze)  River.
About 1.3 million people live on
1.300 square kilometres of land
| seldom get any news from home
now that I live 1,000 kilometres
away in Beijing. Unlike the big
citiecs which constantly take up
space in the newspaper, my home-
town is one of the many ordinary,
unknown villages in China that
rarely gets mentioned.

Since 1 moved north in 1952,
1 have been back home several
times. But my visits were always
too short, and it had becn several
years since my last one.

The Way Back Home

On my way back 1 couldn’t
help recalling my first homecoming
in 1956. On that trip almost 30
years ago. | got off the train at
Wuxi, the station nearest to my
hometown on the southern bank
of the Changjiang. By the time |
caught the ferry across the river it
was already getting dark. 1 walk-
ed all the way home. It was
midnight when 1 arrived at my

home in Simadun village. All
was quiet. 1 was eager to knock
32
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at the door, but 1 hesitated. Since
my childhood, the walls of the
front courtyard of our two-court-
yard house had been broken and
dilapidated. But now, under the
pale moonlight, the walls were
gone and a little house stood
where the walls had once been.
Was this my home? 1 wasn’'t
positive. But 1 looked around
and discovered the familiar dark
gingko tree towering above the
road where | used to pick gingko

fruit with my young f[ricnds. 1
raised my voice and called out,
“Ma!" My doubts disappeared as
my mother rushed out of the
house, overwhelmed with joy.

This time the trip was different.
After getting off the train at
Nanjing, | took a bus and quickly
crossed the Changjiang River
Bridge, which was built in
1968. After four hours of riding,
I arrived in Taixing County.
There | boarded another bus,
which took me straight to the big
gingko tree. My home stood just
before me, a six-room house
shielding our old home. My

younger brother is thc owner of
the new dwelling, which houses
his four other family members.

Of the six rooms, three werc
built in 1964 when few families
could afford to build new homes.
The other three were built in 1979
when building became more af-
fordable. In the last few years
new houses have sprung up and
the village is expanding. The old
shabby houses are no more.

Xu Shuzhen, our neighbour to
the east, married 30 vears ago and
moved in with her husband’s
family. Back then, seven family
members, including her father-
and mother-in-law, and two
brothers-in-law, huddled in two
tiny rooms. | visited her house
in the past and it was dark and
so crowded | could hardly
move. [ remember her blind mo-
ther-in-law often went out begging
with her daughter. Today Xu
has become a mother-in-law
herself. There arc still seven in
the house, with her second and
third generations, but now they
live in six spacious rooms. Her
oldest son is a tractor driver and
her second son is a kiln worker.
Other family members work in
the fields under the contract
system.

Yan Jingfang, our neighbour 1o
the west, has a family of three.
Last year a new room was added
to his old single-room house. He
wanted to add two more, but was
not allowed because new houses
have taken up too much room
once used for fields and there
are now restrictions. But Yan
said, “We will be allowed 1o
build a new house when my child
gets married.”
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The new houses are well-con-
structed and are better decorated.
Some have dragon and phoenix
designs on the upturned eaves
and some have spacious cor-
ridors. Later 1 discovered better
houses in other villages; some are
two storeyed, and some even have
a methane gas pool from which
gas is piped right to the Kitchen.

A Village of Fish and Rice

While walking in my neigh-
bourhood, 1 saw Yan Jinghua, an
old man. sunning wheat in front
of his house. It made me think
back to the scene in 1967 during
the “cultural revolution.” [ re-
call Yan returning from the pro-
duction brigade with his alloca-
tion of grain.

The grain only filled one-fifth
of his bag, and hc walked on
home with a long face, grumbling
all the way. | remember trying
to call him, but he didn't notice
me.  Years later when | thought
of my hometown, Yan's grumbl-
ing, unhappy face was always be-
fore me. Deep in my memory, |
suddenly heard Yan calling me.
He took a handful of grain from
the ground and smiled. *Look,
what big grains! At least 1,000
kg of wheat on this ground.” he
said, "We have more grain since
the  houschold  responsibility
system.”

The land around Taixing
County is not especially fertile.

Another bumper harvest.

1 8
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When | was a young boy only a
small portion of the land on the
Changjiang  River bank was
suitable for paddy rice. Some 80
per cent of the land was too hilly
and sandy. Due to a lack of
fresh water, peasants grew barley
and wheat, never rice.

But beginning in the late 1950s,
the county leadership organized
thousands upon thousands of peas-
ants to build irrigation projects
during the slack farming season.
Work was entirely done by
manual  labour. Six  canals,
numerous big and small ditches
and culverts were dug criss-cross-
ing the whole county. As a re-
sult, fresh water could reach
cvery part of the county and pad-
dy rice was planted everywhere.

The narrow ditch where | used
to splash as a boy is now a wide
and straight irrigation channel.
It runs through the village, span-
ned by several wooden bridges.
Pumping stations are roaring.
bringing water to the fields on
both banks. Several food-process-
ing stations arc grinding wheat
flour or husking rice for the local
villagers. The days when peas-
ants carried water on shoulder-
poles and water was pumped with
wind-wheels, and the days when
animals and men were used to
mill flour are now just memories
and material for a history book.

Most irrigation projects were
completed in the 1970s. Natural
conditions were improved but
egalitarianism in distribution con-
tinued to shackle initiative, so
grain output was not high. The
production responsibility system
didn't reach the area until 1983,
when the grain output in Taixing
reached 548 million kg, 22 per
cent higher than in 1980, or more
than three times that of 1949,

With new flexible policies, peo-
ple may now engage in whatever
production they think can make
wealth.

Last ycar, the county raised
1.785 million pigs, more than one

per person, or 2.7 times that of
1949. My cousin began to produce
gluten out of wheat flour which
he sells at a good price. The res-
idue of wheat is used as pig
fodder, and he uses it to raise
12 pigs at very low cost. Last
year he earned 1.000 yuan from
this business.

Chicken production is also up
— four per capita. The county
now has 5 million -chickens,
nearly tripling the 1978 figure.
Many familics raise more than
100 chickens and some have over
1,000.

Fish ponds have become fully
utilized. Luan Dengning and his
wife contracted a 0.54-hectare
fish pond with the production
brigade. Due to poor manage-
ment, the annual income from the
pond was formerly under 300
yuan. But Luan used the pond
fully — growing clams and water
chestnuts in addition to fish in
the pond and planting rice, punc-
ture vine, taro, gourd, and wheat
on the banks and slopes around
the pond. Betwcen 1981-83 he
earned a net income of 6,600
yuan, and paid 3,600 yuan to the
production brigade.

Liu Tianwen, a young man,
began to raise artificial pearls in
1980. Earlicr he had to share
three huts with his brothers. No
girl was willing to marry him. But
with the money he ecarned from
growing the pearls, he built three
brick houses. Soon a girl express-
ed her willingness to be his wife.

The gingkoes are also a ready
source of money. Gingko fruit is
good for kidney ailments and is
said to help retard aging. Whereas
there used to be only the one big
gingko in the whole village,
now every family in the county
grows the trecc. A high-yielding
tree can grow 200 kg of fruit,
worth 600 yuan.

When | went home in 1972, my
hometown had just shifted to
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Luan Dengning (second from right) chats with the chairman of the county
people’s congress (centre).

growing paddy rice. Everyone
was talking about it. Some de-
scribed the cooked rice as soft as
sheep wool. Others said the rice
was so delicious they could have
several bowls without missing
other dishes. Some urged me to
take the rice to Beijing. The
strong pride for rice then was
understandable.  In the past, vil-
lagers only had watery barley por-
ridge all year round. Many wcre
half starved, and some had never
secen a grain of rice.

Today the people take
rice for granted, and it is no
longer a hot topic. Instead, they
talk about which dishes go well
with wine. With the implementa-
tion of the production respon-
sibility system, [amilies hclp one
another during the busy season.
Helpers are not paid, but they
enjoy good meals — at lcast four
dishes. always including pork
and egg. Sometimes the host pre-
pares fish, shrimp and chicken,
in addition to spirits, beer and
wine. Of course, on ordinary
days people have simple meals.

local

Like food, people now have a
taste for all kinds of better prod-
ucts these days. In many homes.
there is a mixturc of traditional
and modern furniture — maybe a

34

large square table carved with
legendary figures, carved beds
and a dressing table, standing
alongside a modern glass cabinet
and desk. Radio sets and bikes
are common. Many want to buy
television sets, but clectricity is
inadequate. only sufficicnt for in-
dustry. Some [amilics usc bat-
teries 1o charge their TV sets. so
they have the privilege to watch
TV programmes.

Rural Industry

Huanggiao town lics to the cast
of my village. Back in 1940, the
Kuomintang armies in northern
Jiangsu Province were passive in
resisting the Japanese. but active
in fighting the Communists.
Marshal Chen Yi and General
Su Yu commanded the Com-
munist New  Fourth Army  and
waged a decisive battle in Huang-
giao., and wiped out 11,000
cnemies.  This  battle laid the
foundation for the establishment
of the anti-Japanese base area
in northern Jiangsu. To support
the New Fourth Army soldiers,
the local peasants sent baked cakes
and other foods to the [ront, brav-
ing the bullets. When 1 think of
this, a song popular in those days
rings in my ears:

“"Huangqiao cakes are brown.
Brown cakes for the [ront.

Cakes ware baked with warm
fire.
Armymen need the help of the
people. . . ."

Huanggqiao is at the juncturc of
water and land communication.
In the early 1940s. it was already a
busy commercial centre of 10,000
people.

But | was disappointed in 1967
during the *“cultural revolution™
when | visited the place. [t had
become a scene of desolation —
the shops were empty and com-
moditics were scarce.

On my trip home this time
Huanggiao is once again lively
and full of people. Shops line
the streets of the city of 20,000.
Moreover, there are village [fairs
every day, with peasants coming
from neighbouring villages to sell
their surplus products. The fairs
attract many customers from the
cities. In addition to the markets,
Huangqiao has become an in-
dustrial Growing pigs
has always been a tradition. but
the peasants used to butcher their
own pigs because there was not
a single slaughterhouse before
liberation. Now the work is done
in a food processing factory with
an annual capacity of 1.5 million
pigs. A attached
to the slaughterhouse. where sev-
eral kinds of drugs are made from
pig blood and other by-products.
The Huanggiao Cotton Cloth Mill
turns out a low-price nice-looking
polyvinyl fibre cloth that is well
liked by the local peasants. The
material sold out quickly when
cxhibited in Beijing.

centre.

pharmacy is

The 1983 industrial output of
Taixing County was 670 million
yuan, 35 times that of 1949, or 66

per cent of its total industrial
and agricultural output value.
I'he county is almost self-suffi-

cient in chemical fertilizer. The
horizontal automatic  tele-print-
ers Taixing produced are sold to
28 provinces, municipalities and
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autonomous  regions.  Taixing's
small transformers enjoy brisk
sales in  Hongkong and all

over Southeast Asia. A radio
component from Taixing was out-
fitted on a carrier rocket sent to
the Pacific in 1980. And Taixing-
produced plasma spraying equip-
ment used in aeronautics industry
for hardening mctals received the
attention of an international weld-
ing association. The inventor was
invited to read his thesis at an
international symposium.

What interested me most about
Taixing's industry is that out of
the 1,000 factories, thc majority
arc run collectively by the peas-
ants. The 97-member Taixing
Cosmetics Factory was opened in
1979 by a family selling [acial
cream. The family-based factory
has grown to have 400 sales
agents all over the country.

The  Taixing Bike  Pedal
Factory produces 5 million pairs
of stylish and well-made pedals
annually. The pedals are sold in
the Federal Republic of Germany,
the United States and Switzer-
land.

People in my home village be-
gan to run industries this year.
In a peasant house, | saw a dozen
young girls hammering iron
frames. A welding torch was
sparkling as they worked on a
low-voltage  switchboard. Yan
Xinfu, a young contractor of the
small workshop, told me: *“Our
village is still poor. 1 must do
my best to turn this into a smarl
factory!” He planned to use part
of this year's profit to build a

factory building near the old
gingko tree. Then he’ll buy
machines.

It is clear that running rural
industries is a shortcut to devel-
oping a collective economy. Bayu
village runs a silk factory and a
glass bottle factory for phar-
maccuticals by recycling broken
glass. With the net profit of
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Students of Simadun village doing their homework.

240,000 yuan earned last year,
the village was able to fund
several public projects: the mud-
dy streets were paved with peb-
bles six metres wide so cars could
pass; tap water was provided for
every family; a new building for
the village primary school was
built; and an old-age home was
funded for 10 widows and widow-
ers. Nansheng village runs an
electrical appliances factory. Now
the peasants there are free to use
electric pumps, machines for
plowing and electric food process-
ing equipment. They have free
medical treatment and free tuition
for school children, with all the
expenses covered by the village's
factory

Dramatic Changes

Today primary education is
universal and there are primary
schools in every village in Tai-
xing. About 65 per cent of the
pupils enter middle school and
every town has its own middle
school. Taixing Middle School,
the best in the county, emphasizes
all-round  development  of * the

students, nurturing them morally,
intellectually and physically. Last
summer 92 per cent of its
graduates passed the college en-
trance examination, a percentage
much higher than the national
average.

Hetou village, one kilometre to
the east of my village, is the
township government seat. When
I was a boy, I travelled the route
daily to attend the primary school
because there was no school in
Simadun village. Then in 1956,
a junior middle school was set up
in Hetou, and in 1968 a senior mid-
dle school was built there.

A hospital lies to the north of
the middle school. Staffed by
29 doctors and nurses, the 30-bed
hospital has internal medicine,
surgery, traditional  medicine,
gynaecology and paediatrics de-
partments, supported with X-ray
and other equipment for tests. In
addition to the hospital, there
are clinics in every village, with
a total of 77 qualified “barefoot”
(part-time) doctors.

I was at home one morning
around 10 a.m. when | heard ex-
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The Peasants’ Cultural Palace ot Jionghua township is a popular attraction.

citement in the village. A middle-
aged bachelor had fainted. He
had suffered from pulmonary
emphysema for some time. Early
that morning he had gone to work
in the field, but he was not feel-
ing well, so he managed to come
home. When his neighbour dis-
covercd him he was purplish all
over and was almost not breath-
ing. The *barefoot” doctor im-
mediately gave him artificial res-
piration, and, thanks to the quick
action, the man was revived. He
was sent to the county hospital
and had ncarly recovered com-
pletely by the time | returned to
Beijing.

The incident brought back
memories  from  pre-liberation
days. In the same village, my
lovely 3-year-old sister was at-
tacked by pneumonia. There was
no doctor around and we helpless-
ly watched her die of suffocation.
Another of my sisters- and an
aunt were disabled by polio.

Li Guisheng, the 33-ycar-old
“barefoot” doctor, told me much of
his work is preventative medicine.
Beginning in 1964 cvery child in
the village was given a polio vac-
cination. Polio has since disap-
peared. Cases of measles, men-
ingitis, encephalitis and malaria
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are now rare. And when illness
occurs, the patients receive timely
treatment.

Every town in the county now
has a cultural centre. Last year
Jianghua village built a peasants’
cultural palace with the profits
from its rural industries. The
main building is a cinema with
1,146 comfortable secats. Behind
the cinema is a basketball court.
And in the front is a courtyard
with an opera room for 250
spectators on the left and game
rooms on the right. Games in-
clude kangle billiards, table-tennis
and chess. In the library, in ad-
dition to Chinese literaturc and
many books on science and tech-

nique. | also found works by
Balzac, Dickens, Dante and
Heine.

Theatrical performances are

also popular here. Every town
has its own theatre group, with
most members working in the fac-
tories, and the performances are
given free of charge.

I attended one such perfor-
mance. The programme was
locally written and depicted daily
life.

The dialogue and songs in my
native tongue really touched me.

One number was Going Buck
to My Mother’s Home, in which
a young couple is headed to visit
the wife's mother. The husband
is worried because the father-in-
law had objected to their mar-
riage., saying he was not clever
and not a good farmhand. Actual-
ly, the young man had been
shackled by incorrect policies and
not allowed to develop his talents.
But now he becomes a wealthy
chicken raiser, a man admired by
everyone in the village. Still he
is apprehensive about facing his
father-in-law. When they finally
reach the wife’s home the husband
sces the father-in-law holding
something like a club while wait-
ing at the door. The young man
turns and tries to run away. But
his v ‘¢ grabs his arm and stops
him. It turns out the father-in-law
is simply greeting them with a bot-
tle of beer, ready to toast their
marriage. The short performance
keeps the audience laughing.

The last performance was
huagu singing, which was familiar
to me. Beggars in old days used
to sing such songs outside the
door of a home. Afterwards the
beggar would pull out a bowl ask-
ing for some food. Their perform-
ances made my heart ache.
Today huagu singing is different.
Accompanied by rhythmic music,
four couples in bright costumes
sing and dance with a drum in
one hand and a coloured bamboo
stick fastened with copper coins in
the other hand. No longer a sad
song. it is a scene of jubilation.

When my homecoming had
come to an end, my relatives saw
me off at the big gingko. Their
figures became smaller as my bus
pulled away, but the tree was
still in sight. 1 recalled the young
workers who told me they will
soon build a factory near it. and
I hummed the song:

In the place where gingko grows.
Is my hometown,
Wherever | go.

You are in my heart.
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Young Acrobats Add to Ancient Art

On a small square table, four
chairs were piled one on top of
another. Two were straight up.
one upside down and one on a tilt
They were balanced on four steel
balls placed on four beer bottles.
On 1op of the chairs a bench sat
precariously, with a 70cm walking
stick balanced straight up in the
middle. Three wood blocks more
than 10 ¢cm high each sat on top of
the stick. And on top of it all, a
young woman balanced on one
hand, striking various horizontal
and vertical poses, and somctimes
stretching out her free arm.

Suddenly she pushed away the
wood blocks and landed on the

Kong Hongwen balances precariously.

1984

October 8.

stick, light and stable, still with
one hand supporting her body. She
then leapt upwards and changed
hands while turning her body 180
degrees.

It’s almost impossible to imagine
how difficult it is to change hands
on one vertical falling point, time
after time. One combine
strength, balance, grace and sheer

must

nerve.

The performer, who finally came
down to thunderous applause, is

A human tower.

16-year-old Kong Hongwen from
the Zhengzhou Acrobatics Troupe
of Henan Province. Her daring
act was cnough to win her the gold
medal at the First National Acro-
batic Contest held in mid-August.

The 58 acrobatic acts performed
at the contest showed just how far
Chinese acrobats have come artisti-
cally and technically since the art
began almost 3,000 years ago. Al-
most every traditional act has made
new developments. Many acts have
also become more graceful and at-
tractive, with accompanying music
and dance integrated in an artistic
way.

The silver and bronze medal
winners were as daring and amaz-
ing as Kong's balancing act.

In one, two brothers and a sis-
ter came onstage riding on two
bicycles. They flipped from cycle
to cycle in various combinations,
with movements which were so
difficult and graceful that many in

A handstand on the high wire.




Juggling benches.

the audicnce dared not blink. An-
other cycling performance by a
military acrobatics troupe from
Shenyang had more than 20 wom-
en riding on one bicycle to form
a grand picture of a peacock
spreading its fine tail feathers.

On the spring board, a Shanghai
acrobat leapt in the air, spinning
his body 360 degrees. and landed
on a tower formed by four acrobats
standing on ecach other’s shoul-
ders. This act is so difficult it is
seldom scen on stage.

Two acrobats showed their skill
in wire walking. A young woman
from Hangzhou walked freely on
the soft steel wire, brandishing a
sword and dressed in ancient cos-
tume. A man from Zhengzhou
was so skilful on the wire that he
walked on his hands instead of his
feet.

A woman from Jinan in Shan-
dong Province juggled a pyramid
of 10 benches with her feet. Perch-
ed on the benches were three other
women bending backward to pick
up bunches of flowers between
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Balancing cups and bowls.

their teeth and striking beautiful
poses. The juggler turned them all
360 degrees on just one foot.

A woman from Sichuan balanc-
ed 12 winc glasses in three stacks
on her forehead, four glass bowls
on one foot and two or three tiers
of glass bowls in one hand. She
then bent backward until she was
lying on a table, with four more
bowls on her other foot, four tiers
of glass bowls in her other hand
and two in her mouth, and rolled
over to the left and to the right.
The performance was hair-raising.

It is impossible to mention all
the 403 performers, but it is worth
noting that most are teenagers, and
the youngest is only nine. Their
skill, power and grace assure the
future of China's ancient acrobat-
ics

British Films in
Retrospect

Forty British films, produced
from the 1920s through the 1980s,
last month gave Beijing movie fans
a wide view of the life and history
of Great Britain.

Many of the films in the British
retrospective were Oscar winners,
such as Gandhi, Chariots of Fire
and Barry Lyndon. Most had not
been shown in China before.

The movies dealt with a wide

range of subjects, from conspiracy
in the royal court in The Lion in
Winter, to the conflicts between
love and social conventions in The
French Lieutenant’s Woman. A
Bridge Too Far and Bridge Over
the River Kwai showed the British
experience in World War [l and
biographical films depicted Law-
rence of Arabiu, Scott of the An-
tarctic and Gandhi. Ordinary peo-
ple. soldiers, musicians, athletes,
journalists and others in Beijing all
found their counterparts on the
screen.

Sponsored by the China Film
Archives in Beijing and with films
provided by the British National
Film Archives, the retrospective
was an item of cultural exchange
between China and Britain. The
films were also shown in Shanghai
and Changchun, marking the first
time foreign films have been shown
in a group in various places.

Movie goers and members of
China’s film industry were very
excited by the British films. Their
tight structure, realistic and humou-
rous dialogue, fine traditions of
directing and talented, well-trained
actors have much to teach Chinese
artists, who lost 10 years of devel-
opment in the turmoil of the “cul-
tural revolution.”

Remin Ribao (People’s Daily)
carried a special article about Bri-
tain’s long film history. which has
been marked by ups and downs.
After the 1960s, suffering from a
lack of money and new ideas, the
industry fell into a decline. But
in 1982, Chariots of Fire, the story
of two athletes’ painstaking train-
ing for Olympics, won an Oscar
and injected new confidence into
the film industry. When the gran-
doise and detailed Gandhi was pro-
the revival of

duced that year,
Britain's excellent tradition was
reaffirmed.

The article concluded that the
best movies succced because they
have a strong sense of national
identity, giving them a unique
place in the film world.

Beijing Review, No. 41
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Relief designed for the Revolutionary

Monu ment of Guinea

i Dazhao, a Founding Member

t the '.,-'\1'-1'; 1:0?1 munist ;‘(”9\,

Born in Shanghai in 1933, Ye Ruzhang now
works as an engineer at the Beijing Architectural Art
Sculpture Factory.

Ye tries to depict the deeper character of the
people he sculpts. His figures are realistic yet
introspective.
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“Yepat’
Travelling Bags

Pretty e Lightweight
Stylish

We have an ample supply of goods
and we deliver in time. You are welcome
to place an order for any of our bags.

CHINA NATIONAL LIGHT INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTS IMPOR'I
& EXPORT CORP.. TIANJIN BRANCH
172 Liao Ning Road. Tianjin. China Cable Address: “INDUSTRY™ TIANIJIN
Telex: 23142 TILIP CN
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