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THE WEEK

Among the major events of the week:

® Chairman Mao Tse-tung gave a banquet in honour of the
Rumanian Workers’ Party delegation now visiting Peking.

® Soong Ching Ling, Vice-Chairman of the People’s Republic
of China, returned to Shanghai from Kunming after her visit to

Ceylon.

® China's women celebrated International Working Women’s

Day.

® Spring ploughing and sowing have begun in south China’s

subtropical provinces.

® Chinese mass organizations reaffirm full support for the
south Vietnamese people’s patriotic struggle against U.S. imperialism.

World opinion castigates noisy U.S. threats to carry its war of
aggression to the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam.

® The last three Japanese war criminals detained in China were

released early this month.

® The Chinese press reprinted the “Thesis on Socialist Rural
Questions in Our Country” put forward by Kim Il Sung, Chairman
of the Central Committee of the Korean Workers’ Party, at a recent
meeting of the Party’s Central Committee in Pyongyang,

Vice-Chairman Soong Returns

To Shanghai

Soong Ching Ling, Vice-Chairman
of the People’s Republic of China,
arrived in Shanghai from Kunming,
where she had a few days’ rest after
returning from her goodwill visit to
Ceylon. She received a warm wel-
come from thousands of Shanghai
citizens, including leaders of the
local Communist Party committee,
government and People’s Liberation
Army units.

Shanghai’s Lunghua Airport was
bedecked with red flags flying in a
spring breeze and radiant sunshine.
Vice-Chairman Soong Ching Ling
alighted from the plane with a beam-
ing smile to cheers mingled with the
beating of gongs and drums. Warm
hand-shakes greeted her at the
plane-side. Young girls stepped
forward from among the crowd and
presented her with flowers. It was
a hearty welcome for a well-loved
leader bringing back with her the
friendship of the Ceylonese people.

Women’s Day

International Working Women's
Day was celebrated throughout
China. Gala parties and get-togeth-
ers were held in Peking, Shang-

hai, Canton and other cities, with
women friends from many lands
taking part. China’s women reaf-
firmed their solidarity with their
sisters all over the world in the
struggle against imperialism and
colonialism and in defence of
peace. In honour of the day, the
Ministry of Posts and Telecom-
munications issued a special set of
stamps.

In Peking, the National Women’s
Federation gave a tea party on
March 8. It was attended by many
women guests [rom various coun-
tries, including wives of foreign dip-
lomats, women experts and wives
of foreign experts helping in
China’s socialist construction, and
foreign students studying in Peking.

Tsai Chang, President of the
Federation, gave festival greetings
to all the foreign friends present.
She said that the struggle against
U.S. imperialism and to defend
world peace, for national liberation.
people’s democracy and socialism
was surging high today as never be-
fore. She pledged that China's
wemen would continue to strength-
en their friendship and unity with
the women of all lands. She ex-
pressed the conviction that the peo-
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Chairman Mao Meets Rumanian

MAO TSE-TUNG, Chairman of the Central
Committee of the Chinese Communist
Party, on March 10 met with Ion Gheorghe
Maurer, head of the delegation of the Central
Committee of the Rumanian Workers' Party
and Member of the Political Bureau of the
Party’s Central Committee; the members of the
delegation E. Bodnaras, N. Ceausescu and Chivu
Stoica, Members of the Political Bureau: and
all the staff members of the delegation. Com-
rade Mao had a friendly talk with the Ruma-
nian comrades. That same evening, he gave a
banquet in honour of the Rumanian delegation.

Party Delegation

Present on both occasions were Liu Shac-
chi, Teng Hsiao-ping and other leaders of the
Chinese Communist Party, and Rumanian
Ambassador to China Dumitru Gheorghiu.

In the past week, the delegation of the
Rumanian Workers' Party has been visiting
places of interest. In the company of high
officials of the Chinese Communist Party and
Government, they paid a visit to the Palace
Museum. the Museum of Chinese Revolution. the
Great Wall, the Ming Tombs Reservoir, the Sum-
mer Palace and other beauty spots. They also visited

Comrade Mao Tse-tung and Comrade Ion Gheorghe Maurer

factories, a rural people’s commune and a university
and were accorded a warm welcome by the workers,
commune members and students.

ple of all countries, [orming the Prior to the party, both hosts and tenced to 20 years’ imprisonment for

broadest possible united front, would
win great victories in the common
cause of opposing U.S. imperialism’s
policies of aggression and war and
defending world peace.

It was a gay party attended by Li
Teh-chuan and Hsu Kuang-ping,
Vice-Presidents of the National
Women’s Federation, women minis-
ters, women Deputies to the National
People’s Congress now in Peking, and
representatives of women workers
from the fronts of industry, agricul-
ture, culture, education and science.
Together with their foreign guests,
they toasted the great friendship
and unity among the women of all
the countries in the socialist camp,
the militant friendship and soli-
darity of women in Asia, Africa and
Latin America. They also drank to
the great victories the world's peo-
ple had won in the struggle against
imperialism and for world peace,
and the emancipation of women and
happiness of children of the whole
world.
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guests saw an exhibition of photo-
graphs showing the day-to-day life
of Chinese women and the increas-
ingly important role played by them
in socialist construction.

Last Japanese War Criminals
Released

All the Japanese war criminals
detained in China have been released.
The last three of them, Yoshio
Saito, Juntaro Tominaga and Hiroshi
Jono, left the prison in Fushun,
northeast China, on March 6 with a
representative of the Chinese Red
Cross Society. They were set free
before expiry of their terms by a
special military tribunal of the
Supreme People’'s Court for having
shown repentance. observed the
prison regulations and behaved well
during their imprisonment.

Yoshio Saito, a major-general,
was a senior commander of the pup-
pet  “Manchukuo” military police.
He was arrested in 1945 and sen-

crimes committed against the Chi-
nese people. Juntaro Tominaga was
an important Japanese spy in China.

Hiroshi Jono was a high-ranking
officer in the puppet regime in
Shansi Province who commanded

many “mopping-up operations”
against Resistance bases. The two
committed serious crimes both be-
fore and after V-J Day. Arrested in
1949, Juntaro Tominaga and Hiroshi
Jono were sentenced to 20 and 18
years' imprisonment respectively.

All three of them expressed grat-
itude for their early release. Their
original sentences, they said, had
been very lenient when measured
against their crimes against the Chi-
nese people. They pledged them-
selves to devote the remaining years
of their lives to opposing wars of
aggression and promoting Sino-Japa-
nese friendship.

According to the warden of the
Fushun prison for war criminals, a
total of 45 Japanese war criminals
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had been detained there after being
sentenced to terms ranging from 8 to
20 years. One of them, Rokuzo
Takebe, former director-general of
the general affairs board of the state
council of “Manchukuo,” was put on
parole because of serious illness and
allowed to return to Japan shortly
after he was sentenced. Shinnosuke
Sassa, a lieutenant-general and for-
mer commander of the Japanese
39th division, died of illness while
serving his senténce. Fourteen
others were set free when their time
was up, while the remaining 29 had
their sentences reduced and were
released in view of their good con-
duct.

While in prison, all the war crim-
inals had received the treatment
prescribed by the laws of the Chi-
nese People’s Republic. They en-
joyed adequate medical, cultural and
recreational facilities. Many of them
had organized their own studies and
improved their general knowledge.
They were enabled to communicate
with their relatives and friends and
receive parcels from them. Visiting
relatives could walk and chat with
them in the open courtyard, and join
them in their recreations. Over
the past few years, many who had
returned to Japan had written to
the warden, describing their life at
home and reiterating their grati-
tude to the Chinese Government.

Morocco’s National Day

On the occasion of Morocco’s Na-
tional Day, Chairman Liu Shao-chi
and Premier Chou En-lai sent a joint
message of greetings to King Hassan
1L

In Peking, Morocco’s Ambassador
to China, Abderrahmane Zniber,
gave a reception on March 3. Acting
Premier Teng Hsiao-ping and Vice-
Premier Li Hsien-nien were among
the guests. Speaking at the recep-
tion, the Ambassador noted that
Premier Chou En-lai’s recent visit to
Morocco had contributed to the
strengthening of ties of friendship
between Morocco and China and be-
tween Asian-African countries.

Vice-Premier Li Hsien-nien, in his
speech, paid tribute to the glorious
tradition of the Moroccan people in
combating imperialism and colonial-
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ism. He said that the Kingdom of
Morocco, under the leadership of
King Hassan II, had achieved suc-
cesses in liquidating the vestiges of
colonialism, developing the national
economy, recovering military bases
from foreign hands and safeguard-
ing the state’s sovereignty. “The
Royal Government of Morocco,” he
continued, “pursues a foreign policy
of peace and neutrality and supports
the other African peoples in their
struggle to win and safeguard na-
tional independence. It has made
positive contributions to promoting
the solidarity of the African coun-
tries and of Asia and Africa as well
as to the defence of world peace.”

The Vice-Premier pledged that the
Chinese people would stand together
with the Moroccan people in opposing
imperialism and colonialism, uphold-
ing national independence, develop-
ing the national economy, promoting
Asian-African solidarity and pre-
serving world peace.

Chinese Art Troupe in Paris

A Chinese art troupe, now touring
France, took Paris by storm with its
superb performances of Peking
operas and Chinese songs and dances.
Its premiere on February 20 was a
tremendous success. The 3,000 theatre-
goers who packed the Alhambra
Theatre gave its members an ovation
that rivalled that enjoyed by the
Chinese troupes which performed in
the French capital in 1955 and 1958.

The Paris premiere was seen by a
distinguished audience. It included
Francois-Benard who led a French
parliamentary delegation to China
recently, officials of the French For-
eign  Ministry, noted directors,
actors and actresses of the French
stage and screen and diplomatic en-
voys of many countries. The Red
Silk Dance, the Peking operas Au-
tumn River and Mount Yentang and
other items were rapturously ap-
plauded. The well-known Peking
opera actress Chang Mei-chuan had
to answer six curtain calls for her
glittering  performance in The
Phoenizx.

After the premiere, many Parisian
papers published reviews warmly
appreciative of Chinese art. Le

Parisien described the performance
as “pure art.” Liberation eulogized
the Chinese artists as *magicians,”
saying that their “charm and grace
have not lost their power of casting
a magic spell.” While many papers
spoke highly of the music and dance
items, others lavished praise on the
Peking operas. Wrote France-Soir:
“In the gesture of the performers’
fingers and hands, movements of
eyebrows and eyes, or position of the
bedy, sinologues can clearly read
meanings as precisely as if they
were expressed in dialogue, but the
ordinary spectator too can sense the
meanings very sharply through the
wonderful performances.” Express-
ing the delight of all who saw the
performance, this leading evening
paper of Paris continued: “This is
600 million Chinese, the 5,000 years
of art, culture and civilization that
people see and sense through these
100 marvellous artists. Nothing can
compare with them.”

On March 6., President of the
Paris Municipal Council Jean Au-
burtin received the visiting Chinese
troupe and presented its leader,
Chin Chung-hua, with a plaque
struck in commemoration of the
bimillennium of the city of Paris.

Auburtin spoke highly of the
brilliant performance he had seen.
Recalling the visit of the Chinese
artists to Paris in 1955, he said that
this year they “have again enchant-
ed the Parisians” and that the Pe-
king opera sent to Paris was a “truly
magnificent ambassador.” Adding
that France knew how the Chinese
people loved labour, beauty, hap-
piness and dramatic art, he said that
Paris would like to take this oppor-
tunity to salute the Chinese people
through their artists.

Chin Chung-hua presented gifts
to Auburtin and thanked him for his
welcome. “It is our hope,” he said,
“that the current tour will provide
the French people with a better
understanding of China’s culture and
art. China and France are two big
nations with splendid national cul-
tures. It is our firm belief that, with
relations normalized between our
two countries, there will be a steady
development in our cultural and art
exchanges and economic relations.”




An Economic Policy That Wins

A Survey of the Policy of “Readjustment, Consolidation,
Filling Out and Raising Standards”

by FANG CHUNG

In little more than two years, the Chinese people, relying on their own
efforts, have succeeded in overcoming serious economic difficulties and
in getting the national economy started on an all-round turn for the better.

One of the major reasons for this swift and great success has been
implementation of the economic policy known as “readjustment, consolida-

tion, filling out and raising standards.”

This article describes the background, content and results of this policy.

BACKGROUND

HINA started her Second Five-Year Plan in 1958.

In that year, the Chinese Communist Party's
Central Committee and Comrade Mao Tse-tung, having
summed up the experience gained in the First Five-
Year Plan, put forward the general line of going all
out, aiming high and achieving greater, faster, better
and more economical results in building socialism. That
general line inspired the whole Chinese people with
still greater keenness and determination to rely on their
own efforts and work energetically to make their
country strong and prosperous. Their revolutionary
enthusiasm and creativeness were brought into full play
and a vigorous mass movement of socialist construction
was unfolded in industry, agriculture and every other
field. An upsurge in production and construction took
shape. In order to pool their efforts and resources for
a greater expansion of production, the broad masses
of the peasants merged their agricultural producers’ co-
operatives into people’s communes. Socialist construc-
tion in our country thus entered upon a new phase.

In the years 1958-60, investment in capital construc-
tion was greatly increased and far exceeded that in
the whole First Five-Year Plan period. Many industrial
enterprises were built; large numbers of new machines
and much new equipment were installed; numerous
veservoirs and irrigation and drainage projects were
built. Industrial production advanced at a much quicker
pace than in the First Five-Year Plan, while agriculture
saw a tremendous growth in 1958. The construction
carried out under the First Five-Year Plan and the
great development of the national economy achieved
during 1958-60, laid a preliminary foundation for an
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independent, comprehensive and modern
economic system.

national

During that period, however, some new problems
cropped up in our economic development.

First, for the three successive years, 1959-61, China
was struck by exceptionally severe natural calamities —
mainly prolonged droughts and serious floods and
waterlogging. In both 1960 and 1961, over 900 million
mu of land, or more than half of China’s cultivated
land, were affected; of these, 300-400 million mu suf-
fered seriously. Quite a number of areas suffered
recurrent calamities —sometimes extreme drought in
the spring was followed by cloud-bursts in the summer.
At the same time, too many people had moved from the
rural areas to the cities and too much agricultural
manpower had been drawn into industry. As a conse-
quence of all this, certain disharmonies appeared in
the relations between industry and agriculture and con-
siderable difficulties were encountered in both national
construction and the people’s livelihood.

Second, while all branches of industry registered
increases in productive capacity during 1958-60, the
rate of increase was not even. It was higher in some
branches, but lower in others. This caused certain
discrepancies between industries producing raw and
other materials and processing industries, between
extractive and metallurgical industries and between
heavy and light industries. Again, as some new
branches of industry were built and industrial output
grew rapidly, certain products failed to maintain a
stable level of quality. It was hardly possible to avoid
all such phenomena in a period of rapid growth. But
ours is a socialist planned economy; any uneveness in
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our economic development can always be remedied by
the regulatory force of state planning.

Third, in July 1960, the Soviet Government, unex-
pecledly extending the ideological differences between
the Chinese and Sovie; Communist Parties to the sphere
of state relations, unilaterally decided in a perfidious
way to withdraw all the 1,390 Soviet experts working
in China; tore up 343 contracts and supplementary con-
tracts on the employment of experts and cancelled 257
items of scientilic and technical co-operation. Since
then, it has also reduced by large amounts the supplies
of complete sels of equipment and key sections of
various other equipment it undertook 1o provide. Thus,
construction of some projects was brought to a standstill
and certain installations could not be put into opera-
tion for lack of complete seis of equipment. This
further aggravated our difficuliies in construction and
led to serious losses in materials. funds and manpower.
In these circumstances, our original plans had to be
readjusted.

In this situation strenuous efforts were called for
o remedy the various disharmonies in our economy
mentioned above, to overcome the economic difficulties
resulting from three successive years of severe natural
calamities and from the unilateral scrapping of agree-
ments and withdrawal of experts by the Soviet
authorities, to consolidate the gains already scored and
pave the way for a great new expansion of our national
economy. To do all this, we had to carry out a fairly
big readjustment in our economy in accordance with
the general policy of taking agriculture as the founda-
tion and industry as the leading factor for the develop-
ment of the national economy, and the need to put the
entire national economy on a self-reliant basis, by
achieving a proper balance and making overall arrange-
ments in our economy.

It was against that background and in view of the
above-mentioned considerations that the policy of
“readjustment, consolidation, filling out and raising
slandards” was formulated.

MAIN CONTENT

V[‘l[]S policy has many aspects, but its main content
may be summarized as follows:

elforts should be concentrated on reinforcing
the agricultural front so as to restore and develop
farm production as quickly as possible;

those branches of industrial production and
capital construction which need to be curtailed
should be appropriately curtailed, those which necd
to be developed should be developed and the rela-
tions among the various branches of industry
should be readjusted;

energetic efforts should be made to increase the
variety and improve the quality of industrial prod-
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ucts, to economize on materials and to manufacture
those products which China cannot produce and to

increase the oulput of those products which ave in
short supply.

Reinforcing the Agricultural Front

Central link in this economic readjustment is con-
centration of effort on the reinforcement of the agricul-
tural front to speed up the restoration and growth of
farm production.

The growth of the national ecofiomy must be based
on agriculture. China’s rural population numbers more
than 500 million and agriculture occupies a position of
special importance in our national economy. In view
of the sharp decrease of farm output in 1959 and 1960,
the speedy restoration and ‘growth of agriculture has
become a most pressing need. Only when agriculture
has been restored and developed. will it be possible to
harmonize relations between industry and agriculture,
gradually improve the people’s livelihood and promote
further industrial growih.

Some people allege that China has given up social-
ist industrialization by adopting the policy of taking
agriculture as the foundation of the national cconomy.
This is entirely wrong. The allegation shows that these
people know nothing of the dialetical law governing
the growth of industry and agricullure. As a maltter
of fact, the restoration and development of agricullure
will ensure bigger supplies of foodstuffs for the cities
and more raw materials for light industry; it will pro-
vide heavy industry with a bigger market for its prod-
ucts and bigger funds for expansion. The result of
this, in the long run, will not be to slow down but to
speed up the progress of industrialization. Hence, to
take agriculture as the foundation of the national
economy is not {o give up industrialization but to carry
it out in a more satisfactory way.

Many important steps were taken to accelerate the
restoration and growth of farm production. The collec-
tive economy of the people’s communes were further
consolidated. the various rules and regulations of the
communes were perfected and the initiative of the
peasants in collective production was brought into
fuller play. At the same time. the urban population
was appropriately reduced. Some of the city dweilers
(such as those who still had homes in the countryside)
and those villagers who had newly arrived in cities
were urged to go to or return to the farms to take part
in production and so help to reinforce the agricultural
front. Greater aid from all sides, and especially from
heavy industry, was given to agriculture.

Industrial Readjustments

In addition to speeding up the restoration and
development of agriculture, readjustments have been
made in industry to help harmonize relations between
industry and agriculture and remove the various dis-
harmonies within industry. These industrial readjust-
menls comprise the following:




First, energetic efforts have been made w increase
the output of agricultural means of production (such
as chemical fertilizers. insecticides, agricultural
machinery, small and medium-sized farm implements)
and of industrial consumer goods in order to meet as
far as possible the needs of agricultural production and
of the people’s livelihood. In order to step up produc-
tion of these items. the slate. for a certain period, has
lowered production targets for certain heavy industrial
products and switched some heavy industirial plants to
other lines of production. All this has been done in a
planned way.

Second. heavy industry has been directed to make
an energetic effort to strengthen the extracting in-
dustries and indusiries producing certain major raw
and other materials and fuels urgently needed at home
and also those cnginuoring‘ industries producing large
and high-precision machines. This is aimed to put the
basic industries of our country on a firmer basis and
to increase our self-sufficiency in major raw and other
malerials as well as in fuels.

Third, all industrial branches and enterprises have
been supplied, according to unified plans, with machines
and equipment which they lack or have in insufficient
quantities, so that they can attain a better balance in
productive capacity and make fuller use of their pro-
ductive potentialities.

Still another task in industrial readjustments has
been to increase the variely and raise the quality of
our industrial products. Since our industry has already
achieved a considerable quantitative growth it is pos-
sible for us to attach primary importance, in the field
of industrial production, to the work of widening the
range of products and improving their quality. Fur-
thermore, as the U.S. imperialists continue their block-
ade and embargo policies against us and the modern
revisionists stopped sending us major equipment and
malerials, it has become all the more imperative for
us to rely on ourselves and do our best to increase
the variely and raise the quality of our industrial prod-
ucts. The greatest efforts have been made to produce,
as far as possible, all those products which we need
but have hitherto been unable to produce, and to im-
prove all our products of inferior quality. In line with
these efforts, the state has adopted a series of effective
measures covering scientific research, the design and

trial manufacture of new products and the technical
management.

Some people have declared that the readjustments
we have made in industry indicate our industrial
retrogression. That is also wrong. The various tasks
of readjustment we have just mentioned make it clear
that despite the necessary retrenchment made in certain
branches, our industry, as a whole. has continued to
forge ahead, and that even in retrenched industries,
while a certain level of output has been kept up in a
planned way, great stress has been put on raising the
quality and increasing the variety of products. All
this is aimed at bringing about a steadier industrial
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advance and building an independent, comprehensive
and modern industrial system in our country.

Investment Readjustments

While there has been a reduction in the scope of
industrial production and a readjustment in relations
between different industries. the scope of capital con-
struction has also been suitably reduced and readjust-
ments made in the distribution of investment funds.

Reduction in the scope of capilal construction has
saved a greal deal of materials, equipment and man-
power for wuse in fields which need them most
urgently. This refers particularly to agricultural and
industrial production and machine and equipment re-
pair and maintenance. This has also permitted a bigger
concentration of effort to complete the mosl essential
capital construction projects.

The main readjustments in the distribution of in-
veslment funds relate to increases in the proportion of
investments going to agricullure and to industries
directly serving agriculture (including industries pro-
ducing chemical fertilizers, agricultural machinery and
insecticides) as well as to industries producing certain
essential raw and other materials and fuels. At the
same time, a high priority has been given to those
construction projects in industry and transport nearing
completion so that investments can give quicker results.

Such is the main content of the policy of “re-
adjustment, consolidation, filling out and raising
standards” and the major tasks involved in readjusting
our national economy.

All this shows that this policy is not a passive bul
a positive one, It is a policy that concretely applies
the general line for socialist construction to certain
specific circumslances. And it is a correct policy that
starts from realities and takes into consideration both
the needs of the moment and the long-term interests
of our socialist construction.

It is also clear that these readjustments in our
economy are dictated by the objective needs of our
socialist construction and that several years of strenu-
ous efforts are needed to carry them oul thoroughly,

FRUITFUL RESULTS

HEN China first introduced her policy of “re-

adjustment, consolidation, filling out and raising
standards,” the imperialists, the reactionaries in every
country and the modern revisionists all predicted that
nothing would come of it. They never believed that
the Chinese people on their own would be able to
overcome the serious difficulties that faced them. The
U.S. imperialists even went so far as to declare that
China had met with insurmountable difficulties and
would have to submit to them and ask for help. The
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modern revisionists also hoped that the Chinese people
would yield to their economic pressure.

But all this proved to be simply day-dreaming,
Far from succumbing to difficulties and pressure, the
Chinese people have displayed a higher morale than
ever and have shown even greater determination in
building their country through their own efforis. Led
by the Chinese Communist Party and the People's
Government. they have staunchly persevered in the
general line for socialist construction, resolutely carried
out the policy of “readjustment. consolidation, filling
out and raising standards” and worked tirelessly in
every field. In this way. in little more than two years,
China has succeeded by her own efforts in surmount-
ing her economic difficulties and getting her national
cconomy slarted on an all-round turn for the better.

Beginning with 1961, each year’s agricultural out-
put has been better than the previous one. In 1963,
there was an overall increase in the output of grains,
and industrial crops and in other products of farming,
forestry, farm side-occupations, animal husbandry and
fishery. Despite serious droughls in some of the
southern areas and severe floods and waterlogging
in some of the northern districts. grain output last
vear was still higher than in the previous year,
and the output of cotton, bast-fibre crops, tobacco,
sugar crops and other industrial crops showed even
bigger increases. There was also a marked increase in
the number of livestock and poultry. This is one of the
major achievements of the rcadjustments made in the
past three years.

Three years of rcadjustments have also brought
about a great change in our industry. The output of
industrial products needed for agricultural production
has increased considerably. In 1963, compared with
the previous year, the output of chemical fertilizer
increased by about 40 per cent, agricultural machines by
more than 20 per cent, and the amount of electric power
supplied to the countryside by 30 per cent. Light in-
dustrial production also rose steadily, and the newly
built industries producing synthetic fibres, artificial
fibres and plastic products began to grow. Further
increases were registered in the output of certain major
raw and other materials and of fuels.

Particularly noteworthy too is the fact that these
three years have scen a marked improvement in the
quality of products and a big increase in their variety.
In 1963 alone, China successfully trial manufactured
400-500 new steel products, most of which were urgently
needed but could not be produced at home in the past.
More than 700 new kinds of machines and equipment
were produced and many of these were important large
and high-precision types. The synthetic materials in-
dustry, which was almost non-existent in China before,
last year turned out quite a number of products by
mass production methods. With these increases in the
output and variety of major heavy industrial products,
China has attained a much higher level of self-suffi-
ciency in the supply of major industrial raw and other
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materials, fuels and equipment. This refers especially
to the supply of petroleum products. Formerly, China
had to import the bulk of the petroleum products she
needed; now she is in the main self-sufficient. As a
result of all this, China can now be said to have laid
the initial, solid foundation for an independent industry
and her sirength to build socialism on a self-reliant
basis has never been as great as it is today.

Thanks to increased agricultural and industrial
production, supplies on the market have also improved
a good deal. In 1963, supplies of consumer goods in-
creased in varying degrees as compared with 1962, and
commodity prices remained stable. The fact is that
after three consecutive years of severe natural calami-
ties China’s more than 600 million working people are
not only guaranteed an adequate supply of all the basic
consumer goods which they need, but are getting an
increasing amount of them. This fully testifies to the
superiority of our socialist system and to the solicitude
of the Chinese Communist Party and the People’s
Government for the livelihood of the people.

During these past years, despite her serious
economic difficulties, China has continued to pay off
her debts and interest owed to the Soviet Union. By
the end of 1963, she had paid off most of the debts
incurred to the Soviet Union and the interest due.

Thus, with the readjustments made in 1961-63, the
disharmonies between the various branches of our
national economy have been greatly remedied, our en-
tire economic situation has begun to take an all-round
turn for the better and further progress has been made
in putting our cocialist construction on a self-reliant
basis.

What is even more significant is that during the
past few years the general line for socialist construction
has been enriched and developed and the concrete
policies needed for its implementation have been formu-
lated in many fields. The great masses of our cadres
have gained in practice richer experience in leading the
production struggle and the class struggle. The short-
comings and mistakes that appeared in our work during
a certain period in the past have been overcome. Al
this will ensure the still smoother progress of our so-
cialist construction in the future.

In 1964. the Chinese people will give a further
display of their self-reliant, hard-working spirit, their
spirit of building their country industriously and thrift-
ily; they will conunue to implement the correct poli-
cies already laid down and work to achieve a further,
all-round turn for the better in our national economy.

Although they may still encounter new difficulties
on their road of advance, the Chinese people are firmly
convinced that so long as they unite closely, integrate
their soaring revolutionary enthusiasm with the scien-
tific attitude of seeking the truth from a study of the
facts and make untiring efforts, it will not be very long
before their country’s socialist construction enters a new
and thriving period of great development.
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Washington’s Asian Embarrassment

HE tempo of high-ranking military and civilian
officials of the Johnson Administration shuttling
between Washington and many Asian countries has
been stepped up of late. Defence Secretary Robert Me-
Namara, along with his entourage. is making his third
trip to Saigon in less than six months. Assistant Secre-
tary for Near Eastern and South Asian Affairs Phillips
Talbot is bound for Ceylon, India, Pakistan and three
other Southwest Asian countries. Why the rush?

Why the Rush?

The U.S. paper Chicago Sun-Times in its March 1
editorial on Washington’s Asian policy has inadvertent-
ly provided an answer, seemingly outspoken and to
the point: “Let us face it: United States policy in that
part of the world is being challenged by friend and foe
alike. We are on the defensive diplomatically and, in
a peculiar sort of way, even militarily. . . . It was dur-
ing the Kennedy Administration that the policy [U.S.
Asian policy] began to crack up. And it is during the
Johnson Administration that it evidences signs of
collapsing. . . . He [Johnson] alone is not to blame for

Russell in The Los Angeles Times
“American spelling.”

Reproduced from the “New York Times” (Nov. 3, 1963)

the rapidly disintegrating situation in Southeast Asia.
But he alone will be responsible il nothing constructive
is done to stop the rapid deterioration of American
policy in Asia.”

“Challenged” and “on the defensive,” Washing-
ton’s Asian policy is showing “signs of collapsing” and
on the verge of “disintegration.” Both Johnson and the
late Kennedy have been held responsible.

The entire commercial press in the United States
is well versed in using its own cliches to cover up Wall
Street's aggressive and expansionist policies. ‘“Chal-
lenge” means the just struggle of the Asian peoples
against U.S. imperialist aggression and intervention;
“on the defensive” refers to U.S. imperialism’s awk-
ward position [ollowing serious reverses. Still, one can
say that this Chicago Sun-Times editorial is “well”
written because it does open the window on the gloomy
almosphere in which the Johnson Administration is
immersed. And it does give the reason for the rush of
American officialdom to Asia.

The Paper Tiger Image

But can McNamara reallv do anvthing? Can he
actually save Washington from defeat in south Viet
Nam? The Chicago Sun-Times apparently is greatly
worried. Not without reason the paper observes: “Send-
ing Secretary of Defence Robert S. McNamara to Sai-
gon for his third tour of inspection since last Septem-
ber is not enough. Little of a constructive nature
resulted from McNamara's two previous tours.”

The Chicago Sun-Times is not twitting McNamara:
it is only taking into consideration the U.S. imperialists’
overall interests in Asia. It gravely points out: “South
Viet Nam is the key to our crumbling prestige in the
Orient. If we fail in our efforts in that nation we [ail
throughout much of the remainder of Asia.” With great
anxiety il asks: “Can we afford to fail in south Viet
Nam?” and then answers the question itself: “Such
failure would entail the loss of the Southeast Asian
peninsula in its entirety; not only Laos, south Viet Nam
and Cambodia but also Thailand and Malaysia.” How-
ever, since Southeast Asia is not a part of U.S. terri-
tory, what exactly does the “loss” of Southeast Asia
mean? Translating this into words inlelligible to peo-
ple of all lands, it means that once the United States
suffers defeat in south Viet Nam, its intervention policy
in Laos and Cambodia also will come lo grief, as will
its policy of controlling Thailand and ils plan to oust
Britain and get its own [inger in the Malaysian pie.

This probably explains why this newspaper
loudly warns that the United States “cannot afford
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to fail” in south Viet Nam and there are many reasons
why it cannot. One of them “is American prestige and
leadership.” What does this mean? Let us try to inter-
pret this in the words of America’s well-known mili-
tary commentator Mr. Hanson Baldwin, who recently
noted that if the United States should renege on its
promise to win in south Viel Nam, “the ‘paper tiger’
image of the United States . . . would become a pow-
erful psychological liability for Washington's policies
in the Orient.” (New York Times, Feb. 16.)

The Morcl

The Chicago Sun-Times' anxiely is by no means
unwarranted. Washington’s Asian position can be de-
scribed by a Chinese saying: The roof already leaks,
then there is a downpour throughout the night. Else-
where, as in south Viet Nam, Washington’s policy of
aggression against Asia shows signs of total collapse.
Having surveyed what is going on in Asia. the paper
writes: “Laos became the leak in the dike. . . . The
neuiralization of Laos and our worsening plight in
south Viet Nam have resulted in the desertion of Cam-
bodia [meaning that country’s counter-biow at U.S. in-
tervention], a small but strategically located nation
. .. Mr. Kennedy extended massive military help to
non-aligned India. The consequence of that action has
been the virtual loss of Pakistan as our ally [meaning
its pursuance of an independent foreign policyl . . .
French recognition of Red China has been another blow
at America’s Asiatic policy as likewise has been the
suggestion by President Charles de Gaulle of France
that south Viet Nam be neutralized. Many signs of
discontent with our Asiatic policy on the part ol Asians
could be cited. So too can other signs of discontent
with our Asiatic policy by our allies.”

For Independence and Peace

In such circumstances, what can Washington do in
the face of the sweeping storm of struggle by the Asian
peoples? The paper is quick to put forward its own pro-
posal: “Our entire Asiatic policy needs to be reviewed.
It needs to be brought up to date. It needs to be stated
with clarity.” Trying to get at the root of things, the
Chicago Sun-Times is of the opinion that “We should
begin with the primary cause of our dilemma: Red
China. Is our policy of non-recognition the correct
policy? It may be.”

It is a pity that the Chicago Sun-Times paid no
altention to the political winds blowing when it sug-
gested what Washington should do. Shortly before
this editorial appeared, Washington’s Asian policy
already was “reviewed” and “stated with clarity.” In
his February 21 speech Johnson showed his stubborn-
ness when he declared that his government would
“contlinue to honour” its *commitment” in south Viet
Nam and ciearly stated that his government would go
ahead with “brave hearts and cold heads.” As to its
policy of non-recognition, haven't Washington’s pan-
jandrums time and again declared they would continue
burying their heads in the sand?

In a sense, this Chicago Sun-Times editorial is a
useful document from which the Asian people are sure
of two things: one, the Asian policy of U.S. imperialism
as a whole has gone bankrupt and nothing can be done
about it; two, bringing its Asian policy “up to date”
and having it “reviewed” certainly does not mean that
Washington is going to lay down its butcher’s knife,
nor change ils course. And it is in this light that Me-
Namara’s south Viet Nam visit and other U.S. officials’
Asian tours must be evaluated.

-

— “Renmin Ribao” News Analyst

New Anti-U.S. Upsurge in Japan

by WANG WEI-MIN

S a new anti-U.S. patriotic struggle gains momen-
tum in Japan, the National Conference on the Tenth
Anniversary of the Bikini Incident and for the Banning
of Atomic and Hydrogen Bombs and the Japanese Na-
tional Conference for Asian Peace were held succes-
sively in Shizuoka, central Japan, on March 1 and on
March 2 and 3.

The Japanese people annually commemorate the
Bikini incident when Japanese fishermen were killed
and injured by U.S. nuclear {ests. The size and spirit
of this year's demonstration showed the broadening

March 13, 1964

scope of the movement against U.S. policies of aggres-
sion and nuclear war.

Biggest Bikini-Day Rally

“This year's Bikini-day rally is the biggest ever
sponsored by the Council,” reported Masaharu Hata-
naka, Permanent Executive of the Japan Council for
Prohibiting Atomic and Hydrogen Bombs. Over 1,300
representatives from all parts of Japan attended the
meeting.

The rally was called in fulfilment of a resolution
of the Ninth Anti-A and H-Bomb World Conference
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held last summer and its success opened up bright
prospects for the holding of the tenth world conference
this coming August. “Down with US. imperalism”
was the keynote of the rally. “The U.S. imperialists
are utilizing that very treaty [the Moscow partial test
ban treaty] to hide their beliicose conduct with
honeved words about peice,” said Kaoru Yasui, Chair-
man ol the Anti-Bomb Council in a general report.

The rally adopted an appeal calling upon all the
people of Japan to slrive for five goals: 1, complete
prohibition of nuclear tests and nuclear weapons; 2,
opposition to U.S. nuclear submarines enlering
Japanese ports; 3, opposition to the current talks be-
tween Japan and south Korea: 4, opposition io the
nuclearization of the Japanese armed forces and the
removal of all US. nuclear weapon bases from Japan
proper and Okinawa: 3. the provision of all necessary
relief for atomic vietims. It also called upon the
Japanese people to strengthen their solidarity with
other peoples and expressed the determination to make
the coming Tenth World Conference Against Atomic
and Hydrogen Bombs the biggest world conference
ever held in Japan.

Militant Calls

The Japan Conference for Peace in Asia held in
Shizuoka the next {wo days was a widely represent-
ative gathering. About 7.900 delegates attended it,
representling peace organizations in 46 prefectures as
well as Okinawa. It adopted a general resoluiion,
six other resolutions and an appeal to the Japanese
people. The general resolution declared that all partic-
ipants in this conference had redoubled their deter-
mination to exert every effort in close co-operation
with other Asian peoples against the policies of aggra-
valing tension in Asia pursued by the U.S. imperialists
and other war forces. It stressed that it was a vital
task for the peace movement to fight against the
erroneous policy of diverting attention from the strug-
gle against U.S. imperialism.

It enumerated the following tasks as the Japanese

peace movement’s immediate goals: ending the Japan-

south Korea talks; preventing U.S. nuclear submarines
from calling at Japanese ports; forcing the withdrawal
of F-105D fighter bombers and of all U.S. troops [rom
Japan, and the dismantling of U.S. military bases in
Japan; demanding the return to Japan of Okinawa and
Ogasawara Islands: preventing revision of the Constitu-
tion; demanding the immediate resumption of diplo-
matic relations with China and strengthening united
action to oppose the U.S. imperialists.

The other resolutions passed are on: 1, strengthen-
ing solidarity with the other Asian peoples; 2, calling
on the people to carry through the April 28 united
action for return of Okinawa to Japan; 3, support for
the national-liberation struggle of the south Vietnamese
people and opposition to the use of Japanese bases for
U.S. aggression in south Viet Nam: 4, holding of the

Tenth World Conference Against Atomie and Hydrogen
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Bonibs on a larger scale than any of the past nine
woild conferences: 5, Lhe light to implement the joint
statement of 25 leading ligures of Japan for restoration
ol diplomatic relations with China; 6, immediate
resumption of activilies by the National Council against
the Japan-U.S. “Security Treaty.”

The appeal to the Japanese people adopted by the
conference urged the entire Japanese people to wage a
resolule struggle to oust the U.S. imperialists from
Japan in close co-operation with the anti-imperialist
struggle rising in all parts of Asia.

The Japanese people started their great 1964 cam-
paign of anti-U.S. struggle with the great January 26
demonstration at the U.S. Yokota military base. Since
then reports of their militant activities have [requently
appeared in the press. To prepare for the two early
March conferences, rallies, demonstrations, signature
campaigns and donation drives were launched through-
out the country. Between the middle of January and
the early part of February, over 20 mass rallies were
held in Shizuoka Prefecture alone. In Tokyo, a “March
1 (Bikini Day) Tokyo Meeting” was held on February
27. In Kyoto, demonstirations were held between
March 1 and 10.

As a fresh starting point for achieving unity for
the Tenth World Anti-A and H-Bomb Conference and
launching a nationwide anti-U.S. campaign, the 1wo
March meetings served as occasions for the Japanese
peace army to renew its pledges of resolute action for
peace. The resolutions adopied by them are a stern
condemnation of the U.S. imperialists’ policies of
aggression and war. They demonstrate the determina-
tion of the Japanese people to unite with the other
peoples of Asia in a fight to the finish until US. im-
perialism is driven out of Japan and Asia.

The intensified preparations of U.S. imperialism
for wars of aggression in Asia with Japan as an in-
creasingly important base for its nuclear strategy
gravely threaten peace in Asia and the world; they
2lso, in the first place, greatly intensify the military
oppression of Japan, and involve the Japanese people
in the danger of destruction in war. So far Japan s
the only nation in the world that has three times
suffered atomic disaster as a result of the acts of U.S.
imperialism. Today, U.S. aircraft with nuclear mis-
siles are flying almost round the clock over Japan while
U.S. nuclear submarines are operating in Japanese -
waters. The only conclusion that the Japanese people
can draw from these facts is that U.S. imperialism is
the most ferocious enemy of the Japanese nation. All
the miseries and calamities of the Japanese people
spring from one and the same source — U.S. imperialist
aggression, oppression and control of their country
through the various privileges stemming from semi-
military occupation.

This is why the various popular movements in
Japan today are all closely bound up with the struggle
against U.S. policies of aggression and war and for na-
tional independence, whether they be movements for
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prohibiting atomic and hydrogen bombs. for peace, for
the return of Okinawa to Japan, for smashing the
Japan-south Korea talks or for the restoration of Sino-
Japanese diplomatic relations. All Japanese patriots
parlicipating in these movements are rallied under the
patriotic anti-U.S. banner. These movements and the
close unity of the people have become a strong noose
which is tightening around the neck of U.S. imperialism,

Anti-U.S. United Front Grows

Of late, the tightening of U.S. control over Japan
has met with opposition not only from the labouring
people but also from knowledgeable persons within
the ruling Liberal Democratic Party and some big busi-
nessmen. This shows that unless U.S. imperialism

abandons its control over Japan it will never be able
to extricate itself from an increasingly tight encircle-
ment of the Japanese people.

The Japanese people are a heroic people. They are
neither cowed by the nuclear blackmail of U.S. im-
perialism nor taken in by its “strategy of peace.” They
have set a good example of daring and knowing how
to struggle and for this they have won the admiration
of the people the world over. The Chinese people
warmly congratulate the Japanese people, their close
comrades-in-arms, on the victories already gained by
them: as expressed in the messages sent by Chinese
mass organizations to their Japanese counterparts, they
pledge their firm support for the Japanese people in
their just struggle.

Armed Struggle Develops in Angola

ECENT reports from Angola indicate that the armed

slruggle there against Portuguesc colonial rule is
growing in intensity.

From January 10 {o 28. the Angolan National
Liberation Army launched a series of attacks on Por-
tuguese colonial {roops in the north, inflicting heavy
casualties,

During more than 10 days of fierce fighting near
the Atlantic coast cily of Ambrizele. 79 Portuguese
troops were Killed. A convoy of Portuguese paratroop-
ers in 7 vehicles was ambushed on January 28 at
Negage. the operating headquarters of the Portuguese
colonial forces in north Angola. In the battle which
followed, 13 Portuguese troops were killed and 7
weunded.

On January 10 in the Ucua region northeast of
Luanda, capital of Angola. a
Portuguese patrol was wiped

For more than three years. the Angolan people’s
armed [orces have been fighting under extreme hard-
ships. They olien have to live on whatever they can
find in the jungles. Bul their morale remains high.
Repeatedly deleating the well-equipped Porluguese
lroops, they have developed into a force tens of thou-
sands strong and they control aboul one-sixth of the
countiy’s tolal area.

In their bloedy suppression of the Angolan peo-
ple. the Portuguese colonialists have the active back-
ing of U.S. imperialism which has provided them with
large quantities of military “aid,” including modern
weapons and napalm bombs. At the 17th session of the
United Nations Trusteeship Commitice. the United
States voted against a draflt resolution supporting im-
mediate self-determination and independence for the

out. losing 28 killed. 18 wounded
and large numbers of arms

captured.
Meanwhile, the Angolan
people’s armed {orces have

opened up a new theatre of
operation. For the first time
since the armed struggle was
launched on February 4, 1961,
the lighting has been extended
to Andulo in south Cuanza, a
region 240 kilometres south of
Luanda. To prepare for this
military action. the guerrillas
altacked the Portuguese north-
ern frontier posts alt the
beginning of last November,
drawing in large numbers of
Portuguese troops and giving
the Angolan forces in north
Cuanza a chance to advance
southward without trouble.
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Hien of the Angolan National Liberation Army

Angolan and other colonial peoples. At the 18th
session of the United Nations General Assembly, the
United States did its utmost to prevent the Security
Council from adopting a draft resolution condemning

Notes From Algeria

the colonialist policy of the Portuguese Government.
This clearly shows up U.S. hostility towards the
Angolan people.

— WANG LIN

Son of Angola

by YUAN YING*

T isn't long since 20-year-old Sa Cortez came from
the partisans and he still has the aura of the
Angolan jungle about him.

He is a lively youngster, and I don’t expect he’s
used to life in Algiers with its tall buildings and broad
streets or to his job of entertaining [riends from abroad.
He greeted us in broken French and asked us to sit
down; then before our conversation had really started
he jumped up and said he was going down for a packet
of cigarettes.

“Please don’t bother — sit down and talk to us.”

He sat down opposite us, opened his mouth and
looked at us with an open grin as if he couldn’t for
the moment decide how to begin. Then when he had
more or less summed us up he said:

“This is the f[irst time I've ever met Chinese
friends. though in Angola we often used to listen to
broadcasts from Peking. ['ve always thought how
splendid il would be to meet and have a good talk. It
never occurred to me that the chance would come as
soon as this.”

“Did you fight in the guerrillas?”

At this question the lad leapt to his feet and
stripped off