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NATIONAL PROGRAMME FOR
AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT

1956 — 1967

The National Programme for Agricultural Development (1956-1967) is of tremendous
significance for the high-speed development of a socialist agriculture in China and the build-
ing of a new, socialist countryside. It provides for a big growth in farming, forestry, animal
husbandry, side-occupations and fishery within not too long a period of time and sets forth
various concrete measures for reaching this goal as well as plans for the development of
culture, education, public health and other fields of activity in the rural areas as production
increases.

In addition to the programme, this booklet contains the full texts of the report delivered
by Tan Chen-lin, Member of the Secretariat of the Central Committee of the Chinese Com-
munist Party and Vice-Premier of the State Council, entitled “Strive for the Fulfilment, Ahead
of Schedule, of the National Programme for Agricultural Development,” the resolution of the
Second Session of the Second National Pcople’s Congress of the People’s Republic of China and
the Renmin Ribao editorial on the same subject. This material throws an illuminating light
on the big leap forward in China’s agriculture and the great changes that have taken place
in the Chinese countryside. .

62 pp.

THE WHOLE PARTY AND THE WHOLE PEOPLE GO
IN FOR AGRICULTURE IN A BIG WAY

LIAO LU-YEN

This pamphlet was written by Liao Lu-yen, Minister of Agriculture of the People's Republic of
China. In it he gives a systematic and comprehensive explanation of why, in developing her national
economy, China must carry out the policy of taking agriculture as the foundation and industry as the
dominant factor, and integrating priority for heavy industrial development with the speedy development
of agriculture —a policy put forward by Comrade Mao Tse-tung in 1959 on the basis of the experience
already gained by China in socialist construction. The writer also deals with China’s concrete policy and
tasks connected with the speedy development of her agriculture in the future formulated in the light of the
experience gained over the past two years and more as well as of the current political and economic
situation. The rcader of this pamphlet will get a clear understanding of the great guiding role played
by the policy of taking agriculture as the foundation and industry as the dominant factor and integrat-

ing priority for heavy industrial development with the speedy development of agriculture, in the prac-
tice of China’s socialist construction; and also of the great achievements made and rich experience gained

in the course of the swift development of agriculture in China.

This pamphlet is published in Russian, English, French, Spanish, Japanese and Vietnamese.
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ROUND THE WEEK

When Social Scientists Meet

An important academic conference
has just been concluded in Peking.
Held under the auspices of the Chi-
nese Academy of Sciences, the con-
ference examined the past years’
achievements and experiences in re-
search in the fields of philosophy
and the social sciences and defined the
tasks ahead.

Over 100 noted philosophers, econ-
omists, historians, and specialists and
researchers in other fields attended
and over 60 spoke at this Third
Enlarged Committee Session of the
Department of Philosophy and Social
Sciences of the Academy. Chou Yang,
Vice-Director of the Propaganda De-
partment of the Central Committee of
the Chinese Communist Party, ad-
dressed the session.

The conference noted that since its
last meeting more than three years
ago, Chinese research workers, led
by the Communist Party and stimu-
lated by the general line for build-
ing socialism, the great leap forward
and the people’s communes, have
registered substantial achievements in
the fields of philosophy and the social
sciences. As a result of the anti-rightist
and rectification campaigns, the criti-
cism and refutation of bourgeois ideco-
logy and modern revisionism, participa-
tion in physical labour and on-the-spot
investigation conducted in factories
and countryside, a revolutionary change
has taken place among social science
workers. Marxism-Leninism has con-
solidated and expanded its positions.
With working-class intellectuals as its
core, a considerable body of social
scientists and research workers has
emerged. Large-scale economic sur-
veys, historic as well as contemporary
research on China’s nationalities,
linguistic studies, archaeological ex-
cavations, systematic collection and
compilation of data and critical ap-
praisals of past works in the fields of
philosophy and the social sciences have
vielded invaluable results. In nearly
all provinces, autonomous regions and
major cities, social science institutes
have been established and, in many,
philosophical and social sciences so-

cieties have been founded to conduct
multi-faccted research.

The fundamental tasks of Chinese
philosophers and social scientists as
projected by the conference are:
guided by the teachings of Mao Tse-
tung, to sum up and study the rich
experience and new problems of the
Chinese revolution and construction;
to study the new conditions and prob-
lems of the revolutionary struggles of
the world’s peoples; to study China’s
cultural heritage; and thus combat
bourgeois ideology and modern re-
visionism.

Attention was directed to the con-
siderable development in scientific
debates and  eriticism  under the
guidance of the Party's policy of “a
hundred flowers blossoming, and a
hundred schools of thought contend-
ing.” These include lively discussions
on such varied topics as high-speed
and proportionate development of the
national economy, commodity produc-
tion and the theory of value under
socialism, the oneness of consciousness
and being, the struggle and unity of
contradictions,* the history of Chinese
philosophy, formal logic, aesthetics,
classification of the periods of Chinese
social history, forms of Chinese
feudal land ownership, peasant wars
in Chinese history, the origins of
sapitalism in China, ete. Discussing
the further implementation of this
policy, the conference confirmed that
within the general framework of serv-
ing socialism, different opinions in
science should have broad and free
public scope. Full and untrammelled
discussion and debate on all scientific
problems was advocated.

Efficient Tools, Efficient Work

Workers at the bench and in the
pits have opened the year with a
bang. Reports pour in of fulfilment
and overfulfilment of quotas from
Shanghai, Tientsin and Anshan —in
fact from all parts of the country.

This fresh spurt on the industrial
front is greatly facilitated by the mass
movemenl launched since the New
Year for overhauling equipment.



In Shanghai, where today’s industrial
accent is on a substantial rise in
quality and variety as well as quantity,
a thorough check-up and overhauling
of machines and other equipment
proceeds hand in hand with rolling
production.

Good maintenance work is linked
with technical improvements. Workers
of the Huatong Switches Plant in
Shanghai, while overhauling eight
automatic machine tools introduced
last year, devised further improve-
ments which raised their efficiency.
At the Shanghai No. 1 Machine “Tool
Plant the “overhaulers,” on the other
hand, took advantage of the oppor-
tunity to sharpen the precision of their
machines.

Current stress on stepped up main-
tenance work in the engineering and
other industries is significant. It meets
the changing needs of a changing econ-
omy. During the very early days of
liberation, China’s engineering indus-
try was largely limited to repair
works. A radical change has taken
place since the country moved into
socialist  construction, particularly
during the years of the big Ileap
forward. Today, production and use
of modern machinery are widespread
in industry, transport, construction
and other branches of the national
economy, and play an ever more
decisive role. This naturally demands
increased attention to guaranteeing
that all machinery is in good working
order — a most elementary, economical
and effective measure of tapping
latent productive forces,

As for most things, there is an old
Chinese proverb for this too: “for good
work, first sharpen your tools.” That
is exactly what the Chinese workers
are doing.

More Machines, Better Crops

China’s workers are also intensify-
ing their efforts to back agriculture
with farm machinery and other im-
plements. From city, county and peo-
ple’'s commune plants these reinforce-
ments are being rushed for early
delivery to meet spring ploughing and
sowing schedules.

In a massive drive to equip the
countryside, small farm tools by the
millions and tractors by the hundreds
have been poured into the rural peo-
ple’s communes. Irrigation equipment
is being sent to hilly areas, carts to
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the plains and boats to canal and lake
regions. Planning production, many
farm implements plants have sent
workers and technicians to rural areas
to solicit the views of the peasants
who will use their products.

While manufacture of farm imple-
ments and machines is growing by
leaps and bounds, their maintenance
and repair have become increasingly
important too. This is particularly
true with the enormous growth in the
use of agricultural machinery. Com-
pared with 1957, for example, China
now operates 3.3 times as many trac-
tors. To the 24,000 (15 horsepower per
unit) in use at the end of 1957, 55,000
new ones have been added. During
the same period, pumping machinery
increased its capacity by 5.4 million

horsepower, nearly 10 times the
560.000 horsepower recorded three
years ago.

In pursuit of their object, city

workers are leaving nothing to chance.
Many factories have allocated ex-
perienced workers and technicians
specially skilled in complex farm tool
repairs. They are pledged to overhaul
and put into good working order,
before spring. at least 90 per cent of
existing farm machinery and imple-
ments. While some urban plants are
sending expert repairmen to the
countryside, others have recently
moved the whole plant, lock, stock and
barrel, to serve the peasants on their
home grounds. By providing machine
tools and other equipment and train-
ing peasant technicians, still other city
plants are helping the rural people’s
communes set up and expand their
own repair shops.

TV Serves the People

With the completion of ten new
stations in 1960, television in China
can be said to have come of age.

Major cities like Peking, Shanghai,
Tientsin, Harbin, Shenyang, Chang-
chun and Canton now have TV
stations. There are 16 others in the
experimental stage and a number of
relay centres.

Behind this rapid TV expansion is
the high-speed development of the
television equipment industry. China
manufactured its first TV transmitter
and receiving set in 1958. Now all
new TV transmitters, relay vans,
microwave relaying and other equip-

.batteries can be recharged.

ment bear the “made in China” im-
print.

Television in China consists not only
of news and entertainment. It is fast
becoming an important factor in mass
education. Aside from featuring reg-
ular news, popular science, culture
and the arts, sports and children’s pro-
grammes, many stations offer a veri-
table “airborne” education. Peking, for
instance, has a popular ‘“TV Univer-
sity” with an enrolment of 8,800.
Sponsored jointly by three Peking
universities, its curriculum includes
college mathematics, physics and
chemistry as well as college prepara-
tory courses. To meet the varying
levels and needs of its diverse student
body, TV University also supplies
study materials by correspondence and
provides tutors and organizes collec-
tive study to supplement individual
efforts. For those in industry and
government offices who have not had
the opportunity for higher education,
this is a welcome boon.

A common sight these days in the
city of Shenyang is the electric tricycle.
Powered by battery — with a seat for
a customer or a flat back-carrier for
goods, it has become a major means
of short-distance urban transport.

Inexpensive to make and easy to
run, the electric tricycle was first
introduced in Shenyang early last
year. It soon caught the imagination
of the city’s transport workers. In the
course of a technical revolution and
technical innovations drive, there
began to be a mass conversion of
pedicabs to tricycles. Compared with
the former, the latter is much faster
and has a greater loading capacity.
But most important is the fact that it
does away with the heavy labour
required by the pedicab. As one proud
tricycle driver put it, “I used to pedal
the thing, now it pedals me.”

Since June last year, Shenyang has
turned over 5,000 pedicabs and other
carts into electric tricycles. The city
has also founded several plants to
manufacture and repair this new type
of vehicle. In every district there
are service stations where the tricycle
In the
parlance of transport statisticians, tri-
cycles carried 750,000 tons of goods
and did 3,520,000 ton-kilometres of
work between August and November
1960.
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Stop U.S. Aggression in Laos

China Favours Convening of an Enlarged
Meeting of the Geneva Conference

Premier Chou En-lai’s Reply Letter to
Prince Sihanouk

Premier Chou En-lai on January 14 sent a reply letter
to Prince Sihanouk, Head of State of Cambodia, expressing
agreement to his proposal for convening an enlarged meet-
ing of the Geneva Conference. Prince Sihanouk put forth
this proposal in letters with the same content to Chairman
Liv Shao-chi and Premier Chou En-lai. Premier Chou's
reply reads as follows. — Ed.

HAIRMAN Liu Shao-chi and I have received with
honour Your Royal Highness' letter of January 1,
1961 and have studied it carefully.

Just as Your Royal Highness has pointed out in your
letter, a civil war is raging in Laos and the situation is
very dangerous. This serious situation is entirely the re-
sult of crude interference in the internal affairs of Laos
by the Government of the United States of America. For
several months, the U.S. Government. in disregard of
the repeated protests of the legal government under
Prince Phouma, has brazenly supported the Phoumi-Boun
Oum rebel clique with large amounts of weapons and
military equipment, instigated and expanded the civil war
in Laos, and openly carried on subversive activities against
the legal government under Prince Phouma which stands
for peace and neutrality. At the same time, the U.S.
Government has actively organized the dispatch of troops
of its follower the Thailand Government to take a direct
part in the military operations of the Phoumi-Boun Oum
rebel clique against Vientiane and other areas in Laos:
and south Viet Nam troops as well as remnant Chiang
Kai-shek bandits entrenched in the Laos-Thailand border
area also took part in these operations under the direc-
tion of the United States. Now, the U.S. Government
has further stepped up its interventionist activities and
has gone so far as to send rocket-carrying warplanes to
help the Phoumi-Boun Oum rebel clique in the war and
order its armed forces entrenched in the West Pacific
region to be on the alert and ready for direct aggression
against Laos, thus making the Laotian situation even
more dangerous. These interventionist and aggressive
activities of the U.S. Government have trampled on the
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independence and sovereignty of the Kingdom of Laos,
thoroughly wrecked the 1954 Geneva agreements on Laos
and seriously endangered the peace of Indo-China and
Asia. This cannot but cause the grave concern of the
Indo-Chinese states and all the peace-loving countries
and people in Asia and the whole world.

As Your Royal Highness is aware, the Chinese Gov-
ernment has consistently shown concern for and upheld
the Geneva agreements and peace in Indo-China and is
resolutely opposed to U.S. actions which violate the
Geneva agreements and interfere in the internal affairs
of Laos. The Chinese Government has consistently
respected the Laotian people's aspirations for national
independence, peace and neutrality, and has always held
that the Laotian question should be settled by the Lao-
tian people themselves and should not be interfered with
by any foreign country.

In order to stop quickly the U.S. Government's inter-
vention and aggression against Laos, the Chinese Govern-
ment has proposed to reconvene a conference of the par-
ticipants of the 1954 Geneva Conference, and called on all
the countries and peoples concerned for peace in Indo-
China immediately to take effective measures and make
positive efforts for upholding the Geneva agreements and
restoring peace in Laos.

The Chinese Government has noted with pleasure the
concern Your Royal Highness has shown for the Lao-
tian situation and the positive proposal put forward in
vour letter of January 1. The Chinese Government agrees
to Your Royal Highness' proposal for convening an en-
larged meeting of the Geneva Conference, and believes
that such a conference, if it could be convened. will cer-
tainly help to seek ways to safeguard the Geneva agree-
ments and restore peace in Laos. In order to promote
the speedy convocation of such a conference, the Chinese
Government is sending letters respectively to the U.S.S.R.
and the United Kingdom, the Co-Chairmen of the 1954
Geneva Conference, requesting them to take positive
measures on this proposal of Your Royal Highness.

)



Premier Chou En-lai’s Telegram to
Premier Pham Van Dong

Following is the text of Premier Chou En-lai’s reply
telegram dated January 14, 1961 to Premier of the Gov-
ernment of the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam Pham
Van Dong on the Laotian question. — Ed.

HAVE received your telegram of January 4, 1961. The

Chinese Government agrees to the views of the Govern-
ment of the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam on the situa-
tion in Laos and resolutely supports its positive efforts for
settling the present Laotian question.

On January 1, 1961 Prince Sihanouk, Head of State
of Cambodia. wrote to our Government and the govern-
ments of other countries concerned, proposing to convene
an enlarged meeting of the Geneva Conference. With a
view to stopping U.S. imperialist intervention and aggres-
sion against Laos and its wrecking of the Geneva agree-
ments, the Chinese Government has sent a reply letter to
Prince Sihanouk expressing agreement to his above-
mentioned proposal. Comrade Chen Yi, Minister of
Foreign Affairs of our country, has also written today to
the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the U.S.S.R. and the
United Kingdom. the Co-Chairmen of the Geneva Con-

ference, requesting them to take positive measures to bring
about the early convocation of such a conference.

Regarding the question of resuming the activities of
the International Commission for Supervision and Con-
trol in Laos. Comrade Chen Yi pointed out in his letter
of December 28. 1960 to the Co-Chairmen of the Geneva
Conference that the most urgent task of the Commission
now is to adopt effective measures at once to stop the
interference by the U.S. and Thailand Governments in
the internal affairs of Laos and to effect the withdrawal
from Laos of all the military personnel and equipment
of the United States and Thailand. Comrade Chen Yi also
pointed out that the Commission must and can only co-
operate with the legal government of Laos headed by
Prince Phouma in resuming its activities, and absolutely
must not have any contact with the illegal Boun Oum-
Nosavan government.

I am fully convinced that, with the support of all
peace-loving countries and people, the Laotian people will
certainly win final victory in their just struggle to safe-
guard national independence, achieve unity of their coun-
try and attain peace and neutrality.

Premier Chou En-lai Replies to Premier Phouma

REMIER Chou En-lai of the State Council of the Peo-

ple’s Republic of China sent a letter to the Premier of
the Government of the Kingdom of Laos, Prince Souvanna
Phouma, on January 14 in reply to his letter of December
30. 1960. in which the Laotian Premier proposed the con-
vocation of an international conference to seek a settlement
of the Laotian question.

Premier Chou En-lai pointed out in his reply that,
in view of the present serious situation in Laos caused by
U.S. intervention, the proposal put forward by Prince
Phouma in his letter for the convocation of an interna-
tional conference to seek a satisfactory settlement of the
Laotian question was an opportune one. He also pointed
out that “the Chinese Government has always welcomed
and supported all initiatives aimed at stopping U.S. ag-
gression in Laos and U.S. violation of the Geneva agree-
ments.” He further stated that the proposal put forward
by His Royal Highness Prince Norodom Sihanouk on
January 1 this year for convening an enlarged meeting of
the Geneva conference to settle the Laotian question was
in the same spirit as the proposal set forth by Prince
Phouma in his letter. “Such a conference, if it could be
convened,” the Chinese Premier declared, “will certainly
help to seek ways to safeguard the Geneva agreements,
stop U.S. intervention and restore peace in Laos.”

In his reply, Premier Chou En-lai stressed: “Our
Government and the entire Chinese people have always
had deep concern and sympathy for the Laotian people in
their plight.” Premier Chou En-lai said that the legal
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Laotian Government headed by Prince Phouma had made
incessant efforts for the peace, neutrality, national amity
and state unity of Laos and these efforts were in con-
formity with the Laotian national aspirations and in the
interest of peace in Indo-China. Therefore, it had won the
extensive support of the peace-loving countries and people.
But the Government of the United States of America. in
order to continue to enslave the Laotian people and im-
plement its policies of aggression and war, had ignored the
Laotian national aspirations and the repeated charges of
the Royal Laotian Government, openly supported the
Phoumi-Boun Oum rebel clique, instigated and expanded
the civil war in Laos, carried out subversive and disruptive
activities in various ways against the legal government led
by Prince Phouma, thus preventing the smooth realization
of the policy of peace, neutrality, national amity and state
unity pursued by Prince Phouma. The facts showed most
clearly that the present serious situation in Laos was en-
tirely a result of the crude interference in the internal af-
fairs of Laos by the U.S. Government and its vassal Thai-
land.

Premier Chou En-lai expressed admiration for the con-
tinuous persistence by Prince Phouma in this just stand
despite his difficult situation abroad and for the stubborn
fight carried on by the patriotic members of the legal
government led by Prince Phouma.

In his letter Premier Chou En-lai finally pointed out
that the Laotian people were peace-loving and that their
just struggle for peace and neutrality and for safeguarding
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state sovereignty and national independence could not be
blocked by any force. The scheme of the Phoumi-Boun
Oum rebel clique to subvert the legal Laotian Govern-
ment by force with the support of the United States of
America could never succeed, but would only further arouse
the Laotian people to determined resistance. Premier
Chou En-lai expressed the belief that the Laotian people,
led by the legal Laotian Government headed by Prince
Phouma and uniting all patriotic forces and persisting in

their struggle, would certainly be able to win final victory
in their just cause.

As reported earlier, Prince Phouma sent a letter on
December 30, 1960, in Phnom Penh to all diplomatic en-
voys in Cambodia. In this letter, Prince Phouma called
for “a conference of all countries mteresied in peace and
in political stability in Indo-China to find a satisfactory
solution to the Laotian question.”

Foreign Minister Chen Yi‘s Letter to the Co-Chairmen
Of the Geneva Conference

In his second letter dated January 14, 1961 to Soviet
Foreign Minister Gromyko and British Foreign Secretary
Lord Home (the U.S.S.R. and the United Kingdom being
the Co-Chairmen of the 1954 Geneva Conference), Foreign
Minister Chen Yi drew their attention to the grave
situation in Laos and suggested that they give favourable
consideration to Prince Sthanouk’s proposal to convene
an enlarged meeting of the Geneva Conference and take
appropriate steps to bring about the convocation of such
a conference at an early date. Foreign Minister Chen Yi's
letter reads as follows. — Ed.

INCE I wrote to you on December 28, 1960, the situa-
tion in Laos has grown more and more serious. The
Government of the United States of America is actively
supporting the Phoumi-Boun Oum rebel clique to expand
the civil war in Laos. It has continued to introduce into
Laos large amounts of military equipment, including
rocket-carrying warplanes, and ordered its armed forces in
the West Pacific region to be on the alert and ready for
direct aggression against Laos. At the same time, the U.S.
Government has actively organized the dispatch of troops
of its follower, the Government of Thailand, to take a
direct part in the military operations of the Phoumi-
Boun Oum rebel clique against Vientiane and other areas
in Laos; and south Viet Nam troops as well as remnant
Chiang Kai-shek bandits entrenched in the Laos-Thailand
border area also took part in these operations under the
direction of the United States. These interventionist and
aggressive actions of the U.S. Government have not only
trampled upon the independence and sovereignty of Laos,
thoroughly wrecked the 1954 Geneva agreements on Laos,
seriously endangered the peace in Indo-China, but also
subjected the security of China, a close neighbour of Laos,
to an increasingly greal threat.

With regard to the grave situation in Laos caused by
the U.S. Government, China, as one of the guarantors
of the Geneva agreements, has repeatedly made clear its
position. In my letter dated December 28, 1960, I have
requested the Co-Chairmen to promptly convene a con-
ference of the participants of the 1954 Geneva Conference
so as jointly to seek effective measures o stop the actions
of the U.S. Government in wrecking the Geneva agree-

ments and intervening and commitling aggression against
Laos.

The Chinese Government has now received a letter
from His Royal Highness Prince Norodom Sihanouk, Head
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of State of Cambodia, dated January 1, 1961, in which
he proposed to convene an enlarged meeting of the
Geneva Conference. The Chinese Government agrees to
this positive proposal of 1lis Royal Highness Prince
Sihanouk and believes that such a conference, if it could
be convened, will certainly help to seek ways to safeguard
the Geneva agreements and restore peace in Laos. The
Chinese Government, morcover, fully agrees to the view
expressed by N.S. Khrushchov, Chairman of the Council
of Ministers of the U.S.S.R., in his reply letter to His
Royal Highness Prince Sihanouk, that it should be the
aim of this conference to help the Laotian people safe-
guard the peace, unity and neutrality of Laos on the
basis of the 1954 Geneva agreements. The Chinese
Government suggests that the U.S.S.R. and the United
Kingdom, as the Co-Chairmen of the 1954 Geneva Con-
ference, give favourable consideration t{o this posi-
tive proposal of His Royal Highness Prince Sihanouk and
take appropriate steps to bring about the early convoca-
tion of such a conference.
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For Closer Fraternal Co-operation

Albanian Government Economic
Delegation in China

URTHER reimnforcing brotherly mutual assistance and
co-operation between China and Albania, a Gov-
ernment Economic Delegation from that heroic coun-
try, the socialist camp’s southwesiern oulpost, is now in
China cn a friendly visit. The mission is led by Spiro
Koleka, Member of the Political Bureau of the Central
Committee of the Albanian Puarly of Labour and First
Vice-Chairman of the Albanian Council of Ministers.

While visiling in Peking, Vice-Chairman Koleka held
friendly and cordial talks with China’s Vice-Premier Li
Hsien-nien, Member of the Political Bureau of the Cen-
tral Committee of the Chinese Communist Party, on
further developing Sino-Albanian economic co-operation
during 1961-65.

Frequent exchange of visits between Party and gov-
vernment leaders, people’s delegations and missions from
economic, cultural and other fields is welding ever
stronger friendly ties belween China and Albania. In the
previous year, Albanian visitors to China included such
distinguished figures as Chairman Haxhi Lleshi of the
Presidium of the People’s Assembly and the Delegation
of the Albania-China Friendship Association headed by
its President A. Kellezi, Vice-Chairman of the Albanian
Council of Ministers. China, for its part, sent a military
delegation and numerous other ({riendly missions to
Albania.

Premier Chou Greets Albanian Guests .

On January 17, Premier Chou En-lai received Vice-
Chairman Koleka and had a cordial talk with him. On
the same evening, the Premier gave a banquet to welcome
the Albanian mission. Speaking at the banquet, Premier
Chou En-lai warmly hailed the heroic Albanian people for
their important contributions to world peace and their
tremendous achievements in socialist construction. The
Premier pointed out that the Albanian Party of Labour
headed by Comrade Enver Hoxha, always loyal to prole-
tarian internationalist principles, has unswervingly worked
for the strengthening of the unity of the socialist camp
and waged a tenacious and thoroughly uncompromising
struggle against Yugoslav modern revisionism. The Chi-
nese people, he said, express heartfelt respect for the
valiant people and the staunch Party of Labour of Albania.

The Chinese and Albanian peoples, Premier Chou En-
la1 stated, are always close brothers and have always
maintained close co-operation. They will surely share
each other’s weal and woe. The Chinese people, Premier
Chou En-lai continued, will for ever bear aloft the banner
of proletarian internationalism, undertake mutual support
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and mutual assistance with the peoples of the other so-
cialist countries and wage to the end the common struggle
for strengthening the unity of the socialist camp, opposing
imperialist aggression and winning lasting world peace.

In his speech, Vice-Chairman Koleka enthusiastically
lauded China for its three red banners — the general
line, the big leap forward and the people’s commune, for
its foreign policy of peace and ils struggle against im-
perialism and revisionism, particularly Yugoslav revi-
sionism.  The Vice-Chairman also pointed out that the
friendship between the Albanian and Chinese peoples is
being constantly reinforced on the basis of Marxist-
Leninist ideology.

Vice-Premier Li Hsien-nien Gives Banquet

On January 12, the day after its arrival, the Albanian
Government Economic Delegation was honoured at a
banquet in Peking tendered by Vice-Premier Li Hsien-
nien. Both the Vice-Premier and Vice-Chairman Koleka
spoke on that occasion.

In his speech, Vice-Premier Li Hsien-nien said that
in the past year, the Albanian people, under the leader-
ship of the Albanian Party of Labour headed by Comrade
Enver Hoxha, have scored great successes in building so-
cialism. He expressed the firm belief that the Albanian
people would achieve fresh and even more brilliant vie-
tories in implementing their Third Five-Year Plan.

The Chinese people deeply understand from their
own experience that the building of socialism is a glorious
and great cause, but at the same time a stupendous and
complex task, the Vice-Premier said. That no hurdle or
difficulty should stand in the way of our march forward
is inconceivable, he added. However, he continued, we
are also keenly aware that we shall definitely be able to
overcome all difficulties and obstacles and win great suc-
cess in building socialism, given the correct leadership of
the Marxist-Leninist Party, the fully developed revolu-
tionary ardour of the broad masses, the unity and
solidarity of the whole Party and whole people and their
hard struggle.

It is well known, Vice-Premier Li Hsien-nien said, that
Albania is surrounded by capitalist countries and that im-
perialism and the Tilo clique of Yugoslavia have never
for a single day ceased their subversive and disruptive
activities against her. But the Albanian people, he con-
tinued, have never knuckled under to enemy pressure or
bowed before any difficulty.

The heroic revolutionary spirit of the Albanian peo-
ple — fearless before power and violence, firm and
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undeviating in their convictions — have won the praise
and respect of the Chinese people and of progressive man-
kind throughout the world, Vice-Premier Li IHsien-nien
said.

The Vice-Premier also paid tribute to the Albanian
Government and people for their consistent adherence to
a peaceful foreign policy. Ile emphatically pointed out
that the glorious Albanian Party of Labour has always
held aloft the brilliant banner of Marxism-Leninism. It
has always been faithful to proletarian internationalist
principles and steadfastly worked to strengthen the great
unity of the socialist camp and the international com-
munist movement. It has been carrying on a thoroughly un-
compromising struggle against modern revisionism repre-
sented by the Tito clique of Yugoslavia and firmly de-
fended the purity of Marxism-Leninism. The Chinese
Communist Party, Vice-Premier Li Hsien-nien stated, is
proud to have such a staunch comrade-in-arms as in-
finitely faithful to Marxism-Leninism as the Albanian
Party of Labour.

The Vice-Premier expressed deep gratitude to the
Albanian people for the support they have extended the
Chinese people in their struggles.

China and Albania, he said, are fraternal states with-
in the big family of the socialist camp. The powerful
socialist camp is an indivisible entity. Aggression and
provocation against any state in the socialist camp is
aggression and provocation against the whole socialist
camp.

Vice-Premier Li Hsien-nien further noted that the
Moscow Meeting of the Communist and Workers' Parties
and the Statement it unanimously adopted are of tre-
mendous historic importance. This is a great victory for
Marxism-Leninism and the international communist

movement: it is, at the same time, also the beginning of
our new, common struggle, he said.

Vice-Chairman Kolcka Speaks

In his address, Vice-Chairman Koleka conveyed
warmest greetings from the people, the Party of Labour
and the Government of Albania and from Comrade Enver
Hoxha to the people, the Party and Government of China
and Comrade Mao Tse-tung.

The Vice-Chairman praised the tremendous victories
won in various fields by the Chinese people. These vic-
tories, he said, testify to the correct Marxist-Leninist line
of the Chinese Communist Party. Vice-Chairman Koleka
pointed out that the People’s Republic of China has be-
come a great factor in the triumph of the cause of peace
and socialism, without whose participation no major in-
ternational issue can be scttled.

The Albanian speaker noted that resolute, principled
and thoroughly uncompromising struggles have been
waged by the glorious Chinese Communist Party against
all deviations, against modern revisionism and particularly
the Belgrade clique which serves as an imperialist agent,
Our Party, he said, highly values the contributions made
by the Chinese Communist Party in such past and present
struggles to the safeguarding of the purity of Marxism-
Leninism and to the enriching and developing of Marxism-
Leninism.

Like the Chinese Communist Party, Vice-Chairman
Koleka said, the Albanian Party of Labour will resolutely
and thoroughly implement the Statement ol the Meeting
of Representalives of the Communist and Workers'
Parties.

On January 14, the China-Albania Friendship As-
sociation held a reception in Peking to welcome the
Albanian mission. As we go to press, the mission is
continuing its visit in China.

The Distinction and Link-Up Between the
Two Stages of the Chinese Revolution

by SHIH TUNG-HSIANG

Following is a translation of an article published in
the January 1 issue of “Hongqi,” fortnightly of the Cen-
tral Committee of the Chinese Communist Party. — Ed.

I

HE Third Revolutionary Civil War was the final

period in the stage of the democratic revolution in China.
During this period the fundamental issue confronting the
whole Chinese Communist Party and the people of the
entire country was to carry out thoroughly the tasks of
the democratic revolution and at the same time [fully
prepare conditions for the transformation of the demo-
cratic revolution into the socialist revolution.
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In leading the whole Party and all the people of the
country to tackle this issue, Comrade Mao Tse-tung, on
the one hand, firmly held to the principle that “socialism
can be attained only through democracy.”* thus making
a strict distinction between the democratic revolution
and the socialist revolution and opposing the idea that
the democratic “task can be merged and carried out
simultaneously with . . . the socialist task.”** He told
the whole Party and all the people of the country that

*Mao Tse-tung, On Coalition Government, Eng. ed., For-
ecign Languages Press, Peoking, 1960, p. 49.

** Mao Tse-tung., On New Democracy, Eng. ed., Foreign
Languages Press, Peking, 1960, p. 39.



the democratic revolution should be spearheaded squarely
against imperialism. feudalism and bureaucrat-capitalism,
and not against capitalism and capitalist private property
in general, According to Lenin's thesis, the democratic
revolution “will not be able . . . to affect the foundations
of capitalism” and “a bourgeois revolution is a revolution
which docs not go beyond the limits of the bourgeois,
ie, capitalist, social and cconomic system.” On the
other hand, Comrade Mao Tse-tung also held firmly to
the principle that “the democratic revolution is the
necessary preparation for the socialist revolution. and
the socialist revolution is the inevitable trend of the
democratic revolution,”** thus linking up the democratic
revolution with the socialist revolution and not allowing
an intervening stage of bourgeois dictatorship between
these two revolutionary stages. He told the whole Party
and the entire people to carry the democratic revolution
through to the end and “when all the requisite condi-
tions are present, to transform it into a socialist revolu-
tion.”f According to Lenin’s thesis, the proletariat “will
leave its proletarian or rather proletarian-peasant im-
print”tf on the entire democratic revolution. “We shall
put every effort into assisting the entire peasantry to
make the democratic revolution, in order thereby to make
it easier for us, the Party of the proletariat, to pass on,
as quickly as possible, to the new and higher task — the
socialist revolution.”t1

IN studying the fourth volume of the Selected Works of

Mao Tse-tung, we should endeavour to gain a profound
understanding of how Comrade Mao Tse-tung held firmly
to and developed in revolutionary practice the theory of
the distinction and link-up between the two stages of
the Chinese revolution. And particularly we should get
a thorough grasp of how Comrade Mao Tse-tung, in the
light of the changes taking place in the actual struggle,
applied this theory to formulate a comprehensive policy
of both distinguishing between and linking up these two
revolutionary stages. Only this complete integration of
theoretical study with the study of policies can guide us,
not only in theoretical understanding but in actual work,
to truly adhere to the Marxist-Leninist principle of the
unity of the theories of the development of the revolution
by stages and of uninterrupted revolution. and so avoid
falling into either the “left” deviation of repudiating the
theory of revolutionary development by stages or the

right deviation of repudiating the theory of uninterrupted
revolution.

*V.I. Lenin, “Two Tactics of Social-Democracy in the
Democratic Revolution,” Selected Works in two volumes, Eng.
ed., Foreign Languages Publishing House, Moscow, 1950,
Volume I. Part 2, pp. 56. 47.

** Mao Tse-tung, The Chinese Revolution and the Chinese
Communist Party, Eng. ed., Foreign Languages Press, Peking,
1960, p. 50.

tibid., p. 50.

ttV.I. Lenin, “Two Tactics of Social-Democracy in the
Democratic Revolution,” Selected Works in two volumes, Eng.
ed, Foreign Languages Publishing House, Moscow, 1950,
Vol. 1, Part 2, p. 60.

T1t V.I. Lenin, “The Attitude of Social-Democracy To-
wards the Peasant Movement,” Selected Works in two
volumes, Eng.  ed., Foreign Languages Publishing House,
Moscow, 1950, Vol. I, Part 2, p. 160,
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During the stage of the democratic revolution, the
question we had to solve by applying the principle of
unity of the theories of the development of the revolution
by stages and of uninterrupted revolution was that of
the theory and policy of how to distinguish between and
link up the two stages — the democratic revolution and
the socialist revolution. What we have to solve today
by applying the same principle is the question of the
theory and policy of how to distinguish between and link
up the two stages — socialism and communism. It is cer-
tain that a serious study of the fourth volume of the
Selected Works of Mao Tse-tung is of great practical
significance in helping us to arrive at a correct under-
standing and solution of this question.
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Society in old China was semi-colonial and semi-
feudal in nature. Therefore, besides the necessity of
abolishing imperialist privileges in the country, the
domestic task in the stage of democratic revolution in
China could only be and had to be the elimination of
feudalism and bureaucrat-capitalism, the wiping out
of the landlord class and bureaucrat-capitalist class
(the big bourgeoisie), changing the comprador-feudal
relations of production and liberating the fettered pro-
ductive forces; it was not the abolition of capitalist rela-
tions of production in general and the elimination of the
upper petty bourgeoisie and the middle bourgeoisie. The
main enemies of the revolution were imperialism. feudal-
ism and bureaucrat-capitalism and the main forces fight-
ing against these enemies were all the people engaged in
physical and mental labour, constituting 90 per cent of
the population of the country. From all this “it follows
that our revolution at the present stage is a people’s
democratic revolution of a new-democratic character and
is different from a socialist revolution such as the October
Revolution.”*

ROCEEDING from the foregoing scientific analysis of
the character of Chinese society and of the tasks of
the Chinese revolution, Comrade Mao Tse-tung formulated
our Party’s general line and general policy during the stage
of the new-democratic revolution and our Party’s specific
lines and policies for all kinds of work. He called on
every Party member to grasp firmly the Party’s general
line and general policy and not to remember only the
specific and individual lines and policies of our Party
in our work while forgetting the general line and
general policy of our Party. At the same time, he called
upon every Party member, in implementing the general
line and general policy and the various specific policies,
to make a strict distinction “between the permissible and
the impermissible”** at a given stage and resolutely carry
out “the permissible” in a satisfactory way while strictly
refraining from doing ‘“the impermissible.”

At that time, we had to confiscate the land of the
feudal classes and give it to the peasants, and eliminate

*Mao Tse-tung, “The Problems of the National Bourgeoisie
and the Enlightened Gentry.”

**Mao Tse-tung, “Land Reform and Party Re-cducation
and Consolidation in 1948."
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the systems of feudal and semi-feudal exploitation
practised by the landlord class and the old-type rich
peasants; but the industrial and commercial enterprises
of the landlords and rich peasants should in general be
protected, the capital which we encouraged the landlords
and rich peasants to divert to industrial and commercial
enterprises during the period of reducing rent and interest
should not be regarded as a “disguise” and should not
be confiscated and distributed. First consideration had to
be given to meeting the demands of the poor peasants
and farm labourers and bringing their forward role into
play, but we could not violate the policy of uniting firmly
with the middle peasants, impair their interests and thus
isolate the poor peasants and farm labourers. In deter-
mining class status, care must be taken to avoid the mis-
take of classifying middle peasants as rich peasants. We
supported the equal distribution of land on a per-capita
basis, the most thoroughgoing method of wiping out the
feudal system, but under no circumstances could we advo-
catle absolute equalitarianism. To fully implement the
policy of uniting firmly with the middle peasants, we had
to permit a section of the middle peasants to hold a larger
amount of land than the average acquired by the poor
peasants in general.

T that time, we had to confiscate the monopoly
capital. headed by the four big families, and turn
it over to the new-democratic state, but we had to
adopt in principle the policy of according general
protection to the economic position of the national
bourgeoisie. A clear line also needed to be drawn in
defining bureaucrat capital; we could not call all in-
dustrial and commercial enterprises run by the Kuomin-
tangites bureaucrat-capital and confiscate them. We
needed to confiscate and let the democratic government
take over and carry on all those industrial and commercial
enterprises that, as clearly confirmed by investigation,
were really run by the Kuomintang central, provincial,
county or cily governments, in other words, completely
run by the government authorities as well as those en-
terprises run by the big, well-known officials of the Kuo-
mintang. As for industrial and commercial enterprises
run by the small officials, they were not included in the
category of those to be confiscated. As for the right-wing
elements of the national bourgeoisie, we needed to combat
their political influence among the masses, but political
blows and economic elimination were two different
things which should not be mixed up; we could not adopt
the policy of eliminating them economically because we
wanted to deliver blows at them politically.

At that time, the guiding principle of the new-
democratic national economy had to be to follow closely
the general goal of developing production, crealing a
prosperous economy, taking both public and private in-
terests into consideration and benefiting both labour and
capital; we could not depart from this general goal and
carry out the wrong policy of so-called “promoting the
workers’ welfare,” which was one-sided and narrow-
minded and actually damaged industry and commerce
and harmed the people’s revolutionary cause; we could
not adopt wrong ultra-left policies towards the upper
petly bourgeois and middle bourgeois sectors in the econ-
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omy (such as setting unduly high standards for labour
conditions and excessive income tax rates).

As to the question of state power, Comrade Mao Tse-
tung then pointed out: “The new-democratic state power
is state power under the leadership of the working class,
state power of the masses of the people, state power
against imperialism and feudalism. Here, the masses of
the people include the working class, the peasantry, the
urban petty bourgeoisie and the national bourgeoisie who
are oppressed and injured by imperialism and by the
reactionary Kuomintang regime and the classes it rep-
resents, namely, the bureaucrat-capitalists (the big bour-
geoisie) and the landlords. The main body of the masses
consists of the workers, peasants (soldiers are chiefly
peasants in uniform) and the other working people.”*
Therefore, “in the villages, it is the farm labourers, poor
peasants, middle peasants and other working people,
united together under the leadership of the Chinese Com-
munist Party, who conquer the country and should rule
the country, and it is not the poor peasants and farm
labourers alone who conquer the country and should rule -
the country. In the country as a whole, it is the workers,
peasants (including the new rich peasants), small in-
dependent craftsmen and traders, middle and small
capitalists oppressed and injured by the reactionary
forces, students, teachers, professors and intellectuals in
general, professionals, enlightened gentry, ordinary gov-
ernment employees, oppressed national minorities and
overseas Chinese, all united together under the leader-
ship of the working class (through the Communist Party)
who conquer the country and should rule the country,
and it is not merely a section of the people who conquer
the country and should rule the country.”**

N the course of the Third Revolutionary Civil War,

Comrade Mao Tse-tung overcame in time the ultra-left
deviation which went against the general line and general
policy and the various specific policies of the Party in
the stage of the democratic revolution and which in
certain areas a section of the comrades were guilty of
because in their actual work they had not drawn a strict
distinction between the democratic and the socialist revolu-
tions. He warned all comrades in our Party that we
should draw experience from these mistakes and learn a
lesson, that we must avoid adopting any adventurist
policy towards the middle peasants, that we must make
a distinction between the new rich peasants and the old
rich peasants, that we must avoid adopting any adven-
turist policy towards the middle and small industrialists
and business men, that we must avoid adopting any ad-
venturist policy towards the intellectuals, and that we
must avoid wrongly applying in the cities methods used
in the rural areas in struggling against the landlords and
rich peasants and eliminating the feudal forces to struggle
against the national capitalists and try to eliminate
capitalism in general. He said: “All comrades in our
Party should know that the enemy is now completely
isolated. But his isolation is not tantamount to our vic-
tory. We still cannot win victory if we make mistakes
in policy. To put it concretely, if we make mistakes

*“On Some Important Problems of the Party’s Present
Policy.”
**ibid.
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involving principle with regard to any of the [live policies
—our policies for the war, the re-education of the Party,
land reform, industry and trade, and the suppression
of counter-revolution — and do not correct them, we shall
court failure.”™ He demanded of Party committees at all
levels that “before any action is taken, we must explain
to Parly members and the masses the policy we have
laid down in the light of the given circumstances. Other-
wise, Parly members and the masses will depart from
the guidance of vur policy, act blindly and carry out a
wrong policy.”**

OME comrades confused the democratic revolution with
the socialist revolution, sought to realize the tasks

of the socialist revolution during the stage of democratic
revolution, denied the Marxist-Leninist principle con-
cerning the theory of revolutionary development by stages
and carried out certain “left” adventurist policies. This
was because they failed to understand the social and
economic conditions existing during the stage of the
democratic revolution in China, that the objective demand
of the democratic revolution was to clear the way [or
capitalist development and that “it would be sheer illusion
to try to build socialism on the ruins of the colonial,
semi-colonial and semi-feudal order . . . without pushing
to its end the democratic revolution which is bourgeois
in character, a democratic revolution of a new type led
by the Communist Parly.”*** Lenin said that “in countries
like Russia, the working class suffers not so much from
capitalism as from the insufficient development of
capitalism.”t “Whoever wants to reach Socialism by a
different road, other than that of political democracy, will
inevitably arrive at conclusions that are absurd and
reactionary both in the economic and political sense.”it
In the light of China’s actual conditions, Comrade Mao
Tse-tung well expounded the above-mentioned Marxist-
Leninist principle; he said: “Some people fail to under-
stand why the Communists should advocate the develop-
ment of capitalism under certain conditions instead of
fearing it. Our answer is simple: to replace the oppression
of foreign imperialism and native [(eudalism with
capitalism developed to a certain degree is not only an
advance but also an unavoidable process. Such develop-
ment is beneficial both to the bourgeoisie and Lo the pro-
letariat, perhaps even more so to the proletariat. Foreign
imperialism and native [eudalism are not what China
needs today but native capitalism is nceded.”t11 . . . Given
the conditions existing in China and given a ncew-demo-
cratic state system, the further progress of society can
be facilitated only when, alongside the enterprises of
the state and the individual and collective enterprises of

*“On the Policy Towards Industry and Trade.”

** ibid.

*¥*Muo Tse-tung, On Coalition Government Eng. ed., For-
cign Languages Press, Peking, 1960, p. 49.

fV.I. Lenin, “Two Taclics of Social-Demosracy in the
Democratic Revolution,” Selected Works in two volumes, Eng.
ed.. Foreign Languages Publishing House, Moscow, 1950,
Vol. I, Part 2, p. 48.

ftibid.,, p 25.

TrtMao Tse-tung. On Coalition Gorernment, Eng. ed., For-
vign Languages Press, Peking, 1960, p. 50.
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the working people, private capitalist enterprises are
given the opportunity to develop without being allowed
to ‘control the livelihood of the people.™*

NATURALLY China’s democratic revolution could gain
victory only under the guidance of communist ide-
ology. However, we must distinguish between communist
ideology and the communist social system. between the
popularization of the guidance of communist ideology and
the implementation of the programme of the new-demo-
cratic revolutionary stage.  We must map oul our new-
democratic revolutionary programme under the guidance
of communist ideology: but under no circumstances could
we overstep the limits of the capitalist social and economic
system and wipe oul capitalist economy in general dur-
ing the stage of democralic revolution, nor, during the
stage of democratic revolution, could we carry out the
tasks to be realized in the stage of socialist revolution.
Comrade Mao Tse-tung said: *‘There is no doubt that now
is the time for us to popularize more widely communist
ideology and to intensify the study of Marxism-Leninism,
otherwise we shall be unable to lead the Chinese revolu-
tion to the future stage of socialism or even guide the
present democratic revolution to victory. However, we
must distinguish our propaganda [or communist ideology
and the communist social system from the implementa-
tion of the new-democratic programme and also distinguish
the communist theory and method of tackling problems,
of pursuing studies, of carrying out work and of training
cadres from the new-democratic line laid down for the
national culture as a whole. It is certainly wrong to
confuse the two.”** Within our Party we must seriously
and resolutely preserve the purity of communism and
oppose the ideological influences of the bourgeoisie. If
some members of the Party are corrupled by bourgeois
ideas or if capitalist ideas appear among certain members
of the Parly, we should naturally struggle against these
corrupting ideas within our Party. Ilowever, during the
stage of democratic revolution we could not mistakenly
shift these struggles against bourgeois influences and
capitalist ideas within the Party to the sphere of the social
and economic system, thereby opposing the capitalist sector
in the economy. During the stage of democratic revolu-
tion, it was, of course. equally wrong to confuse opposing
bourgcois ideas within the Party with opposing capitalism
in the sphere of the social and economic system.

I

Comrade Mao Tse-tung firmly held that the Chinese
revolution must be divided into two stages; at the same
time he lirmly held that the two stages must be linked
up.  Lenin said: “We eannot jump out of the bourgeois-
democratic boundaries of the Russian revolution, but we
can vastly extend these boundaries, and within these
boundaries we can and musl light for the interests of the
proletariat, for its immediale needs and for the conditions
that will make it possible to prepars its forces for the

*ibid., pp. 50-51.

**Mao Tse-tung, On New Democracy, Eng. ed., Foreign
Lunguages Press, Peking, 1960, n. TL
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future complete victory."* The more fully and the more
thoroughly the democratic revolution is carried out, the
more rapidly, widely and resolutely will the struggle for
the socialist future be developed. And the question of
leadership of the proletariat in the democratic revolution
is a question of key importance in ensuring thoroughness
in the democratic revolution and its transformation into
the socialist revolution.

Drawing on the entire historical experience of the
Chinese revolution Comrade Mao Tse-tung came to the
following conclusion: “Leadership in this revolution can
and must be assumed by no class and party other than
the proletariat and the Communist Party of China.”**
“Without the leadership of the working class revolution
fails and with the leadership of the working class revolu-
tion triumphs. In the epoch of imperialism, in no country
can any other class lead any genuine revolution to vie-
tory. This is clearly proved by the fact that the many
revolutions led by China’s petty bourgeoisie and national
bourgeoisie all lailed.”t

OMRADE Mao Tse-tung, in his article “The Present
Situation and Our Tasks,” asked all Party members

to bear historical lessons in mind. He said: “When the
Northern Expedition reached its climax in 1927, the capit-
ulationists in our Party’s leading body voluntarily gave
up the Party’s leadership of the peasant masses, urban
petty bourgeoisie and middle bourgeoisie, and in partic-
ular gave up the Party’s leadership of the armed forces,
thus causing the defeat of the revolution. During the War
of Resistance, our Party combated ideas similar to those
of the capitulationists, that is, making concessions to the
Kuomintang's anti-popular policies, having more con-
fidence in the Kuomintang than in the masses, not daring
to arouse and give full rein to mass struggles, not daring
to expand the Liberated Areas and the people’s armies
in the Japanese-occupied areas, and handing over the
leadership in the War of Resistance to the Kuomintang.
Our Party waged a resolute struggle against such impotent
and degenerate ideas, which run counter to the principles
of Marxism-Leninism, resolutely carried out its political
line of ‘developing the progressive forces, winning over
the middle forces and isolating the die-hard forces’ and
resolutely expanded the Liberated Areas and the People’s
Liberation Army. This ensured not only that our Party
could defeat Japanese imperialism in the period of its
aggression, but also that, in the period after the Japanese
surrender when Chiang Kai-shek launched his counter-
revolutionary war, our Party could switch to the course
of opposing Chiang Kai-shek’s counter-revolutionary war
with a people’s revolutionary war smoothly and without
loss and could win great victories in a short time. All

Party comrades must keep these lessons of history firmly
in mind.”

*V.I. Lenin, “Two Tactics of Social-Democracy in the Demo-
cratic Revolution,” Selected Works in two volumes, Eng. ed.,

Foreign Languages Publishing House, Moscow, 1950, Vol. 1,
Part 2, p. 51.

**“Speech at a Conference of Cadres in the Shansi-Sui-
yuan Liberated Area.”

t Mao Tse-tung, “On the People’s Democratic Dictator-
ship.”
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The most essential aspect of the question of pro-
letarian leadership in the Chinese revolution is the ques-
tion of the struggle between the proletariat and the bour-
geoisie for leadership of the peasants. The main content
of China’s new-democratic revolution was to change the
land system. Only when the proletariat resolutely led
the peasants in revolution, satisfied their need for land
and formed a solid alliance with them, was it possible to
solve the question of the victory of the revolution and its
transformation. Comrade Mao Tse-tung pointed out:
“These two classes [the proletariat and the peasaniry] are
the main force in overthrowing imperialism and the Kuo-
mintang reactionaries. The transition from New Democ-
racy to socialism also depends mainly upon their al-
liance.”™ “If we can solve the land problem universally
and completely, we shall have obtained the most funda-
mental condition for the defeat of all our enemies.”**
After the Japanese surrender, the Central Committee of
the Chinese Communist Party headed by Comrade Mao
Tse-tung made a timely decision to change the policy of
reducing rent and interest into one ol confliscating the
land of the landlord class. In order to satisfy the peas-
ants’ demands for land, the “Outline Land Law of China”
drawn up at the National Land Conference convened by
our Party in 1947 provided for equal distribution of land
on a per-capita basis. This was a way to abolish
the feudal system most thoroughly. Comrade Mao
Tse-tung criticized the right tendencies then manifested
for a time among some people who were afraid to abolish
the feudal system, dared nol go in for equal distribution
of the land of the landlords and dared not wage a resolute
struggle against the feudal forces. After the Land Con-
ference, under the leadership of the Party's Central Com-
mittee, Party organizations in the various Liberated
Areas, by adopting the method of criticism and self-
criticism, solved the question of the existence of impurity
in the class composition and style of work in the Party, and
re-educated and reorganized and consolidated the Party
ranks so as to enable the Party to stand completely on the
side of the broadest masses of the labouring people and lead
them forward. To ensure thoroughness in the land reform,
Comrade Mao Tse-tung stressed that during its progress
it was necessary to carry out the proletarian class line
unswervingly, that is, resolute reliance on the poor peas-
ants and farm labourers and unity with the broad mass
of middle peasants. The basic force which the land
reform relied on could only be and had to be the poor
peasants. The poor peasants and farm labourers al-
together constituted about 70 per cent of the rural popula-
tion; their economic status determined that they could
wage the most resolute struggle against the landlords.
The most fundamental task in the land reform was to
salisfy the demands of the poor peasants and farm
labourers. Our Party had to launch the land reform
through the poor peasants and farm labourers, and,
through them, unite with the middle peasants and the
more than 90 per cent of the rural population who sup-
ported the land reform to form an anti-feudal united
front. To ensure thoroughness in the land reform, Com-
rade Mao Tse-tung also stressed that while it was in pro-
gress it was essential to implement the policy of the

*“On the People’s Democratic Dictatorship.”
** Mao Tse-tung, “The Present Situation and Our Tasks.”
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mass line unwaveringly, that is, to rely on the political
consciousness and organized strength of the peasants,
rouse the peasants to emancipate themselves. to overthrow
the landlords, and obtain and defend the land themselves;
he opposed the adoption of the contrary. bourgeois policy
of “bestowing” land on the peasants. In the land reform,
in all those areas where the feudal forces had not been
completely destroyed or where confiscation of the land
ol the landlords and its distribution had not been done
thoroughly, it was necessary to make a re-check and mo-
bilize the masses again to rectify this shortcoming of a
lack of thoroughness; it had to be made sure that all the
peasants who had little or no land got it and that the
dominance of the poor peasants and farm labourers in
the leadership was established in the rural areas.

It was precisely because the Chinese Communist Party
carried through such a firm and thoroughgoing land
reform policy that at the stage of the democratic revolu-
tion a solid worker-peasant alliance could be truly
established, that the leadership of the proletariat over
the peasants could be realized and all those political
parties and groups who competed with us for leadership
could be politically isolated. And it was on the basis of
this worker-peasant alliance that we united all the social
forces that could be united with and established the broad-
est people’s democratic united front against Chiang Kai-
shek and U.S. imperialism.

OMRADE Mao Tse-tung held that the Chinese prole-
tariat (through the Communist Party) must lead not

only the broad masses of peasants but also the national
bourgeoisie and the urban petty bourgeoisie. The national
bourgeoisie had an economic importance at that current
stage, and at the same time it could join us in opposing
U.S. imperialism and Chiang Kai-shek or maintain neutral-
ity in that struggle. For this reason it was necessary and
possible for us to unite with it. But, politically, the na-
tional bourgeoisie was also an extremely weak and
vacillating class. They constituted a section of the
masses of people but they were not the main body of the
masses of people, nor were they the force that decided
the nature of the revolution. The middle of the roaders
who constituted the majority of this class adopted a
hesitant and wait-and-see attitude, standing between the
Kuomintang and the Chinese Communist Party; they were
sceptical about the strength of the people and harboured
certain illusions about U.S. imperialism and the re-
actionary Chiang Kai-shek clique; some right-wing
elements who were few in number had reactionary
political tendencies and opposed the people’s democratic
revolution. Therclore, the proletariat needed to adopt a
policy of unity combined with struggle towards the na-
tional bourgeoisie, otherwise there could be no leadership
of the proletariat. At this time, the struggle against the
right-wing national bourgeoisic found its concentrated
expression in the struggle against the so-called “middle
road” or “third road.” Some bourgeois democrats har-
boured the illusion that they could find another road, the
so-called “third road,” apart from the Kuomintang
dictatorship of the big landlords and big bourgeoisie and
the people’s democratic dictatorship led by the Chinese
Communist Party; this was in effect the road of the
British-American type of bourgeois dictatorship. When
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the Kuomintang and the Chinese Communist Party held
peace talks, the right-wing elements of the national bour-
geoisie who advocated the “third road” asked the Com-
munist Party to make concessions which would damage
the fundamental interests of the people, and when the
main armed forces of the Kuomintang reactionaries had
been destroyed, they furthermore advised the Chinese
people to have pity on the reactionaries and not to over-
throw the rule of the reactionaries completely, in an at-
tempt to make the revolution stop halfway. This was a
dangerous tendency. Comrade Mao Tse-tung pointed out
that the task of the Chinese people was to carry the
revolution through to the end and it was absolutely
impermissible to stop halfway. As history has testified.
the struggle against that “third road” advocated by the
right-wing national bourgeoisie was a crucial moment in
Chinese history; it was an extremely important struggle
waged to realize the leadership of the proletariat, expand
and consolidate the people’s democratic united front,
completely isolate the reactionaries and achieve complete
victory for the democratic revolution and a socialist future.

URING the entire period of the Third Revolutionary

Civil War, Comrade Mao Tse-tung consistently edu-
cated us in the spirit of both daring to seize victory and
of carrying the revolution through to the end. Time and
again he emphatically pointed out that we must take the
enemy lightly [rom the strategic point of view. He said:
“If from the standpoint of the whole, we overestimate
the strength of our enemy and hence do not dare to over-
throw him and do not dare to win victory, we shall be
committing a Right opportunist error.” He also said: “While
we correctly point out that we should take the enemy
lightly from the standpoint of the whole, of strategy. we
must never take the enemy lightly in any part, in any
specific struggle.”* When the Kuomintang reactionaries
launched the countrywide counter-revolutionary civil war
against the people throughout the country, “if we had
shown weakness or given ground and not dared rise
resolutely to oppose counter-revolutionary war with
revolutionary war, China would have become a world of
darkness and the future of our nation would have been
forfeited.”** The Chinese Communist Parly led the
Chinese People’s Liberation Army in resolutely waging a
patriotic, just revolutionary war to oppose the attack
launched by the Kuomintang reactionaries, and adopted
the policy of eliminating all the reactionary f[orces res-
olutely, thoroughly, unreservedly and completely, to
carry this revolutionary war through to the end and
destroy the whole state machine of the reactionaries as
well as all their reactionary armed forces. At the same
time, during the long period of construction in the base
areas, our Party accumulated abundant experience as re-
gards the work of building state power and trained large
numbers of cadres in administering state affairs. Pre-
cisely because of this, it was possible for us swiftly and
thoroughly to destroy the reactionary state machine on
a nationwide scale and rapidly establish a new state ma-
chine to take its place, thus ensuring that we were able
to clean out in the quickest possible way all vestiges of

*“On Some Important Problems of the Parly’s Present
Policy.”

**“The Present Situation and Our Tasks.”
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the counter-revolution and counter-revolutionary political
influences, and guarantee real thoroughness in the
revolution.

N discussing the outcome of the victery of the demo-
cratic revolution in China, Co