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Proletarian Dictatorship 

THOUGH the lut MO!Cow Soviet CongTesI came 
to the C()nclusion that the main task of th~ 

Russian Soviet Government is the creation of a 
rigid organization together with a strengthening (Jf 
discipline, the majority ~f thP. workers do n.ot c?n
lIider the aI.plication of compulsion and dIctatIOn 
necessarY to the realization of these deci,;iolli'. The 
presumption that the transiti~n from capi.lB:lism to 
Socialism will be possible ,nthout compulsIOn and 
dictation, is Uopian and senseless. The 'farxiaD 
theory most emphatically refutes all sG.ch petty
bourgeob. denlocratic. anarchistic Donsense. The 
development of Russia during the year 1917·18, 
has irrefutabh' con finned the Marxian con.:eption. 
and only tho~ who are very stupid or who w-ilfully 
pen'ert the truth, can fail to comprehend this. 
Either the dictatorship qf Komilov or the dictator
ship of tlle proletariat; there can be no other "'ay 
thank!; to the tremendous "tempo" of development 
in Russia and the sudden transitions due to the dis
organization created by the war. 

There are two C81lSfJ!! which make dictatorship 
imperative during the transition period from cap
italism to SociaIi~m-and the dictatorsllip aims in 
two directio1l3. Tile pi J~etariat cannot conquer 
without suppre..~ing the ruling classes, who are not 
willing to renoun~ their pri\'ileges, and who will 
endeavor to overthrow the hated power of the pro
I.e... jd'. On the other hand. no rreat r~'olution, 
,d above all no Socialist re\'olution, u- p055ible 

thout civil war-even if no exterior war is 
fought. It doe!' not require much mt:ntal exertion 
to understand that variol15 elements, mostly tllOae 
connected with thl! petty bourgeoisie, cannot but 
reveal thnn..-.elves in their true light by robbery, 
~peculation, bribery, etc., and time and an iron 
hand are required to suppresl these things. 

In all great revolutions the people have in
atinctively understood the true atate of affairs, and 
acted without mercy against the burgl8T!l, who 
were often ~hot out of hand The misfortune of 
former revolutions was thlt the enthusiasm, which 
is necessary for the realization of these me&IUI'e8, 

was of ahcort duration. This enthusiasm animated 
mss!!e!l only for a ",hort time. hecau!le the worker. 
played a r~!atively unimportant part in former 
revolutioM. The proletariat is able, if it is numer
ically strong, disciplined and class-coDllCious, to 
attract the majority of the labo~ and exploited 
znass.es and thus retain power long enough to effect
ively suppress all exploiters and all elements of 
decay. This supports the historic experience which 
Marx recapitulated in a brief but drastic fonnula: 
.. the proletarian dictatonh;p." 

That the- RllASian Te,'olution trod the right path 
in order tv fulfill the historic mission of the work
eJ'I5 is proven by the triumpb which has been at
tained by all the peoples of Ruasia, through the . 
Soviet power_ The Soviet power is the organization 
of the proletarian ~..ictatorship, the vanguard of the 
c:l .. which is creating a new democracy Uld indue-

A Speecb by Nicolai Lenia 
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ing millionll, '"IY tens {If millions, of the lak.riug 
and exploited IDa"'-."eS to participate indPFendently 
tn the affairs of the ~late--to administer Iile state. 
The;e masses learn through their own experiences 
to select the mmt reliable leaders among the dis
ciplined and con!oCious vanguard of the proletariaL 

But "dictatorship" is a word which should not be 
lll'ed m.,rely as a hollo,,' l5Ound. Dictat·.r~hip 
means iron might, a revolutionary, energetic power, 
inexorable in the suppression of exploiters, as well 
as the slum.proletariat (hoodlums). Hitherto the 
Jlrolelarian dictatorship has not heen steadfast 
enoUf!h. It mllst not be forgotten that the bour
geoi~ie and petty bourgeoisie combat the Soviet 
power in Iwo different ways: in Ule first place, by 
overt method!! of conspiracy, Kornilo"ist riots, lie!> 
in the press of the Cadets, Mensht~viki and Right
Social-Revolutionaries; and in the liecond place, by 
concealed meaill' I!uch as the utilization of all the 
decayin1! elements in order to augment bribery, 
lack of discipline, and chaos. The nearer the com
plete liuppre,;,~ion of bourgeois power approaches, 
the glt::4le1 heromes the petty bourgeois,"4Darchistic 

New York Stabe Local. aad l.anpa.p 
Braacbea, Atteatioa! 

The first meetiDg of :lIe Pro\'isional Left 
\fbg State Caucus was held in Albany, June 
8th. Th~ {.:."ndation oi a State-wide organ
ization "'as laid; in view of the expulsion 
tactics of our officialdom it behooves every 
Left Wing Local and Branch throughout the 
State to affiliate itself with the Provisional 
State Caucus so that we CUI all act in harmony. 

Take this question up at the next Central 
Committee meeting of your Local or Branch 
and elect a delegate to Syracuse. 

Minute. of previous meeting sent on request. 
Don't forget! 
Provuio1l4l. Left Wi"« Stille CGUCW medI 

in SrrGCuJe, July 4th. 
All communicatioDl aDd credential. should 

he sent to 

MuIJUUAN CoHEN, Secretary 
Provisional Left Wing CaUCU8 

43 W. 29th St., N. Y. C. 

menace.. These elements cannot be fought solely 
by means of agitation; the application of compul
liion becomes !Iecessary. The more the administra
tion of society. and not the suppression of the 
bourgeoisie, becomes the chief activity of the Sovi· 
ets, ~e more the People'. Tribunals-not lynching 
courL--must .I!eTVe as the D1e&nB of compulsion. 

The revoi utionary JIlAI5Se8 have alr&dy taken the 
initial step! in the right direction by the creation 
of the People's Tribunals. But they are not yet 
atrong enough; they have not yet liberated them
selves suflidently from the spirit of the hour((eciaie. 
The people are Dot yet conacious eDoup to under· 

.tand that these courta are the orgaaa or the power 
of the laborers and poorer peasanb, • _ of 
education and discipliDe. 

The CODllCiousness, tlW the main foeaof the 
Russian r{'volution are hunger aDd unemploymeat 
did not l!uJliciently penetrate the minds of the 
masses, still less, the knowledge that each ODe who 
violates the discipline necessary during the procma 
of labor, is causing hunger Uld unemployment ad 
must be adequately lunic;hed; must be indicated 
before the people an unrelentingly puniahed.. 1M 
pelty hourgeois tendencies, which must be euer~ 
ically combatted. are due.to lack of undentandias 
and to the circumstance that petty bourgeois rela
tions I!till influenc.e many who Illy to tbemeelYeI: 
"AI! for me the rest may perish:' 

This combat between proletarian cliecipliDe aDd 
petty bourgeois tendencies appeara ill its ma.t dr .. 
tic form in the railroad problem. • •• (After poi» 
ing out the ~ity of introducing dictatol;ial 
discipline in the railroad administration, Leaia 
sums up the question of personal dictatonbip show
ing that not only was it necessary in folT'.eI' nwoltt:, 
lions, bl!! all50 that it doea not C()nflict with die 
Soviet power.) 

If we are not anarchim, we haTe thus to rerlD!" 
nue the need of C()mpulaion during the tr..m. 
from capitalism to Socialism. The fonn of COJDo 

pulsion is det.!nnined by the degree of developlDellt 
of the predomi~ revolutionary el,. is dd.. 
mined by that which was inherited from • lOB! 
reactionary war, and h; the armed power at 
ra-istance of the hour~isie. 'fbt: .i!fI'ermce be
tween proletarian and bourgeoia dictatonhip li.w 
in the fact that the former is directed against die 
exploiting minority in the interest of the esploiled 
majority--each individnal reform is promoted DOt 
only by the laboring and exploited cluees but aJ.o 
through i1dr organiatioae (as for inItaale die 
Soviet) • 

In the special case. which is detenniaed hy 1M 
modem situation, we must alate that ..ch lar!e 
individual industry, i. e., the buis "f producti_ 
and the foundation of Socialism, requina atroas 
unity of will, determi.n.ing the labor of hllDdreda, 
thousand!! and tena of thousands. Tbia baa &1".,
been ackno,,·ledged by atudentB of Socialism _ 1M 
first condition, and this can be created only by 1M 
8ubjection of the will of thousands to the will of 
one indhidual. This subjection may UI1DIIIe ... 
mild form of management, if great claa& coJlac:ioa. 
neM and discipline prevails in the nub of "the 
working clus, or it "ill have to assume the IItI!na 
form of dictation if discipline is lax.. Bat iD __ 
case absolute subjection is neeeuary. ID the rail
rOld concerns it is twofold, threefold _ importuL 

The transition from ODe political prob_ ., 
another, which eeetm to be eotireiy diHereDt, -
tingui~he!! the present-day period, aad where. .. 
trUll!iti{lD cannt't avoid shocb aad 't'IICillati~ ... 
hitlhest . perfection of the napanI of the pot. 
lariat is its iron ditlcipliae. 

Friday, June 20th Friday, June 20th 

MONSTER MASS MEETING 
FRIDAY, 8 O'CLOCK-MADISON SQUARE GARDEN 

TO PROTEST THE RAID. ON THE SOVIET BUREAU 
COMRADE L. C. A K. MARTENS WILL BE THE PRlNCPAL 

SPEAKER, OTHER SPEAKERS TO BE ANNOUNCED 

Under the auspices of The Russian Socialist Federation 

I~dison Square Garden Madi..o;on Square Garden 
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Comrade John Rttd luu bttn granted a lew 
.. ttL' lcave in ordn to finish his book, "Kornilov 
So Brt"s/·Lilovsk" ,dlich is anrwunud to appear in 
Septembn. He ItJul conlirwe to contribute to the 
paper during his ab.ent:e. 

Greetings 

I~ the name of the Left Wing Section of the 
Socialist Part,,- Local Greater I'ew York, The 

Com muni.<t e~1e~d", gree!in~~ to lht" delegates to 
the l'tallonal Ldt Wing Conference, the representa· 
tint; of the re"\ 01 utionary !'pirit of the working 
ma.">!'e; of Amf'rica. All over the earth the worlers 
are ri~iJ\g to !,rrt"et the new d3Wl1 which ~ already 
bright in the ea~tern I'ky. In RU!~ia and Hungary, 
the workers are buildinl! the ne,,- society of the 
Socialist Commonwealth, con. ... tructing Socialist 
order out of the ch:JOs of Capitalism. In Germany 
the ~partacides art" ":lging a despt"rate conflict for 
the conquC't of power. and throughout the old 
world tht" cl8b5 cOIL<.Cious ,,-orkers .are marshalling 
their forces for the final .!Ssault on the citadel of 
Capitalism. 

'fbest: great chang~ have produced much that is 
glorious and heroic, great Comrade; have made the 
final sacrifice in the struggle, and the hearts of 
Socialists the world over beat with new enthusiasm, 
our Comrades ha\'e been tried and not ~ound want· 
ing. But much that c1oud~ the ~ky of our hopes 
has also happened. Reaction has found a ready 
ret\pon~e in certain sections of our movement, and 
what we had hitherto been disposed to believe was 
merely a difference of ways and means of accom· 
plishing a common object, nas developed into a 
a hreach ~o wide tha~ ~ach!ne guru; and rifle bullets 
have become the arbiters of the dispute. In our 
ranks were manv whom we felt would falter in the 
decisive hour, b~t few dreamt that we we:-e harbvr
ing within our bosoms the vipers of bourgeois reo 
action. 

As a result of the developments of the struggle 
~he movement, whose solidarity was our boai!t, has 
been Fplit in fragments. But our task admits of 
no regrets, we must profit from the experience; of 
those in action. It is hecause of these developments 
and because "oe are determined to learn the lessons 
they teach, that you are to gather in convention. 
On you devolves the task of rebuilding the Socialist 
movement in America., rebuilding it not on the 
&ands of political and industrial opportunism, but 
on the solid rock of revolutionary Socialism. The 
task ill no easy one, yours ill not to, pulI down the 
old structure, it has falleD of its own innate decay, 
but to construct the DeW. 

Ou your actions, IIDd above all on the actions of 
the meD and womeD in whoee names you speak, 
depends the 'immediate fut-Me "f our movement. 
The eyes of our oEuropean Comrades are often 
turned towards America, they are watching us in 
this criais. We know that , __ will be worthy of 
the tuk and the hour. 

Mob Government 

THE coDUJ}ittee w"bicb ia at pnMDt wasting the 
money Of th., people of New York State in 

what purports to be lID investigation of Bollbevism, 
distinguished illelf on June 12, b)' a brutal 
raid on the ollices of Comrade Martena, the rep
resentative in thill cOWltry of the Rusaian Sc1viet 
Govenlment. The raid waa conducted by the Stale 
constabulary, headed by one, Archibald E. Steven· 
&on, who apparently derivell his power from the 
fact that he is MlCl'etary of the Union I.aague Club, 
IIDd the rumor that he ia about to .,. given • job 
rith the inv_isaling committee. 

The officee Wf!re tlloroughly ranNcked, mOlt of 
the paper!! &eized without anyone being allowed to 
male a record, and much wanton daMage done, 
while Comrade Martens and member. of his atAff 
were dragged before the committee and subjected to 
• grilling lichind clo!led doors, even being denied 
counsel. Finding that these brutal tactics ,,'ere 
not as popular as was imll~ed, the committee has 
taken refuge in a denial of responsibility, though 
tht" fact that it proceedeJ to gr.H the men arrested 
clearly pro\'es thai the raid was c!UTied out by ill 
directions. 

While it ill true that Russia is not recognUed by 
the governmt"nt of tile United States, yet beyond 
doubt Comrade Martens has a semi-official 5t.atus 
in this country. On being appointed 10 hi~ pr~ 
office he notified the Federal Government of his 
presence and his mission herll. Tnt:Se facts wOllld 
be 6ufficient, under an)' government carried on with 
re!;pect for the observance of capitalist "Iegality," 
to protect Comrade Marten!' from interference from 
any source other than the Federal Government. 
Yet this committee, which is at best onlv an official 
State investigating body, lUosumes the i~ctioD8 of 
tile natioHal ~!O\'ernment. If every private indi
vidual, who h~ppens to have 8uflicif'nt moneyed in
fluence behind him, is to be allowed to usurp 
governn:ental powers, Ihen even the law!' of cap
italist governmen~ are broken down snd the coun
try is handed over to the rule of the mob . 

Bourgeois democracy rests upon the fiction that 
the governme'it is the organized will of the people, 
functioning through duly appointed representati\~. 
Lnder the laws, ,,·hkh it has set up for its own 
safety, the right of the indi\idual to a c.ertain m0-

dicum of &eCurit}O from indiscriminate \;olence is 
guaranteed. Socialists have had ample demon
~tration that, in these da~os of tottering capiLali>,m, 
eyen the preten!le of these guarantees has been 
5wept abide. The average worker has yet to learn 
thc true naturf' of bourgeois government. An'hi
hald E. Stevenson and the Lusk investigating com
mittee are contributing to his educ._;tion. 

Recognizing "Russia" 
AFTER over two year~ of iniquitous intrigue the 

capitalisl po"oers of the world ha,oe fim.::v de
cided ():J a mure .:;r !e:"" opec: po!ky towards Russi&. 
And their deci~ion is in line ,,-ilh their previous 
intrigues: the most reactionary elem!!nt.!. in Russia 
are to be accorded "ohat virtuallv amount~ to re-
cO(!Jlition. and are to receh'e, ope~ly and officially, 
all the help that the pre!'oent temper,f the world's 
workers will allow. This action by the Associated 
Powers is a fitti~g conclusion to one of the hlt.ckest 
chapters in the history of the "'orld--the story of 
the great Powers' attempt to strangle the struggling 
workef masses of Ruuia. 

It is needless to recount here the outstanding 
points in this foul IItory: Brest Litcvsk and the 
subsequent German im°asion; the Allied invasion; 
the secret attempts, made Wlder CO\'er of diplomatic 
immunity, to foster the cJunter·revolution; the 
attempt to cut off Petrograd and atarv~ its popu. 
lation to death; the food blockade to accomplish 
the starvation of the ,,"hole country; the attempted 
destrllction of the crdp5 of the Ukraine for the same 
purpose; the Siberian death train: the who~es&1e 
lIabotagt" of the machinery of production; the for· 
gery of documents to mislead the outside "'oTken 
into the tldief that BoI~hevi!!m was a foul. and 
vicious tvrann\, ... All th~ and countless other in· 
cidents ~re s~mped on the hearts of the class con
scious worken of all lands in letters of living fire. 
And now comes the recogRition of Kolchak's bI~ 
regime, and the promi8e of added mength to the 
liand that wealds th~ iron·tiprM knOllt against 
the bared backll of the RUNian workers and pea&
ants. 

In their letter propo>lling the step the Aaociated 
Powers still U8e the same idealistic languase which 
characteri%ed their IIDnouncement of interYentiOlL 
Then they qiyvowed lIDy deeu-e to "interfere in the 
internal affairs of RUl!8ia," and proceeded to inter· 
fere all f8&t as troops could be lIhipped into the 
country; now they \lie the eelf·&ame expreseion 
while throwing support to the only elf1nellts which 
&till conform to the wont traditions of Curist rule. 
"T~ Allied and AuociGled GotIenur&e7W now triJ& 
·19 decl{Jre %rm.Ily :Ml 'M object 0/ &Mir policy 
U to ,.e'tor~ peace within RIU,ia by e_b~ Pe 
RussUm people to rUURle control o/'Mir 011>" ./-

1tJir.' ,"roup ,~ ;,u'~ily 0/ • freely eledal 
COrasUtlUl'" AuembfJo •••• ~ tA1uh 10 be GIIURid 
thai ,/wae wlwm ~ ore prepo,etl to .... "' . .w.d 
lor ,~ cwU antI ;eligiotu liberty 0/ ~ Ruui&a c:i
lizensarwl wUl male no· GlUm". to reintroduce Ute 
regime which 1M rttlOiution htu JutroyeJ .•• • So 
the miserablt farce of democratic aima coDliDaea, 
IWd in his reply Kolchak, with the blood of-the Ru
aian worken and peaunta ad'll dripping from hia 
bayoneta, with the ink on his ukuea, forbidding the 
workers to orllaniR under peoaltz of death. DOt 
yet dry, uaea the aame language. ••• I aJwall JIM 
rdllin IAaI power .,.. a.y lollBer ~ ~irei by 
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,~ inure.t 01 ,he country • ••• my full tIaou«'" 
at tM mOrMnt wMn ~ BolsMtiiki are defi.tUuly 
crushed uill be So fix- the dak for 1M eleclio", 10 
1M COTIStitlUlnl Auembly • . •• Rus~i4 Ctlnno' JIGUI 
Gnd cannol m tk I ulure ever be anything but • 
democratic St4le WMre all quutio", iravollliJat 
modi{u:aliona oj t~ lerritorial /rontie,., .M 01 
exkmal rela.tioTlS must be raliMd by a repruenltJ,. 
'ive body which is the nalionai e"prusion 0/ ~ 
people's sovereignly. , •• the Government afiimu 
the equality belore 'M low 01 all citi.::ens without 
any .pecial pri,·Uege. All ,hall receifJe. lIIit/W", 
tlis,i,U'-tion 01 origin or religion, the protection 0/ 
the State and 01 the law." 

With this reply the great Powerll expreu them. 
.elves satil>fied, and money, food and munitions of 
"'ar are to t-e furnished, that the bloody "'ork of 
making Russia safe for capitalism may go OD 

The recognition accorded Kolchak has not come 
as a surprise 10 that section of the .. orkers which 
understands the forces ilL ","ork. Capitali!!t-lm. 
periali~m could not do other than oppose Bolshev. 
ism. The success of Bolshevism in RWlSia, or in 
any country, spells the doom of the present IIYS
tern of societ). and the men who are assembled at 
Puis are commi~sioned to I>ee that, whatever else 
mlly happen. capitalism 6I,1rviv~. It ·.\,as -for this 
rea~on that the Associated Powers fint undertook 
the invasion of Rus~ia undercover of assisting the 
CzechoSlvnks to leave the country and take the 
field against Germany on the Western front. In
vasion haa been a hopelss failUJ'e. 

The German ad,"anc.e inLD Russia after Breat. 
Litonk hroke down much of the disagreement that 
must necessarily arise during the ofirst days of the 
transition period from capitalism to Socialu.m; 
the Allied im'asion 8",ept awav the remaining dill
sentions, and united the whole population bOlidly 
against external 8fgression. For over a year BoI
.. hevik Russia has heen hemmed in by a ring of 
foreign hayonetl;, while famine clutched at it& 
throat, but to a man the Russian worker" and peas. 
ants. often wiul no other weapons than their hare 
hands, rOlie to the defense of the re\'olution and 
thrust back the invaders. Ali tile time crying out 
the glad tKling5 of their new freedom to their com. 
rade worker! of oth~ lauds. 

Checked in their efforts to overthrow tJ.e Bol. 
I;ht"viki by a military' in\'asion the great powen 
rCforted to the dark ways of diplomacy. hut here 
to., the workers' Government outwltlod .J, ..... 
[\tTY rroposal, made to disrupt the workers' hrr
,,-as aIl~wered with appalJinf1 frankness, often 
replies. over the heads of the governments, to Uk 
peoples 01 the Allied countries. And then the Al
lie!; be~an their policy of waiting until starvation 
would do its work, waiting, with but enough military 
acth'ity to draw men from the fields, Ir.st they reap 
nt'w crops and balk ~tarvation. But again theBoJabe. 
viki conquered; the workers of the Allied countriee 
had heard the voice of Hussia and be--Ame restl.., 
and louder and louder grew the demand to withdraw 
the troops and let Russia carve her own destiny, DB

til finally ~e very troop! became. "corrupted." 

Clearly in face of these dificu1ties it wu impoe
sible for the great powers to continue their scheme.. 
But Russia must not be allowed to liurvive in her 
present stete. And 50 Kolcbak is singled out to 
be the instrument of Allied reaction. It ill the 
last desperate attempt of bankrupt Capitalism to 
&ave itself. 

The treatment accorded Russia waa to be the acid 
test of the good will of the Allied natioDS, accord
ing to Mr. Wilson. But the good will of nationa 
matterll little these days, and RWlSia is fated to be 
more than the test of ogood will. Russia is the 
llcid test of the IUCCe8S or failure of the world 
social revolution. In their ability to deal with 
Russia lay the future of the capitalist n ltiOns of 
tt>e world. The story of the opast two y«n u the 
black &tain of the acid test of good will. 'The re
cognition of Kolchak i8 the adruiaaion cf the fail· 
ure of the Allied echemN to defeat BoJ.heviam. 

New. About Kolcbak 
Admiral Kolchak hu, apparently, adopted the 

Itrategy which wu need by the Ciecho-Slo..u 
about a year ago, .meD they started a 1fti8tward 
movement on their way to France. It bas .,. 
established beyond doubt that Kolchak is c lIltinu. 
~ hie .~l ~ on Moecow •• , • in-aD 
eut_Ttl direction. The worken IIDd p a.... of 
RUNia tieem to be ~ to help him alODfJ. A& 
cording to the la'-l information, they are doiDs 
their beat to ~o", ¥.r appreciation of hia DOble 
effort to &ave Ruuia irodHbe tyranny of a very 
lIII;laU miDority < of itipOpul~on-the worba aDd 
peaaanta-by couid.ably reducing his harden of 
men IIDd ~ makina it eaaier for him to h....
on toward Vladivostok. The: correspondents re. 
port peraistent rumorr ill Siberia. to the effect tJu..t 
Kolchak on his way to Moacow, intends to vi.4i 
New York., where he will be eDterWned by tt.e 
Union League Chili. .It is allO said, t!lat he will 
Mop of[ at Tokio to recei"e the ordel- of ~ 
~ of DImoc:tacy" Irca th. Mikado. 
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A Reply to 

v. 
(Continued from last week.) 

Have we not in North DalwlD 
of Fa~"? 

a 

a SOtJid 

No! Thi~ question deals with the differences be
tween the SOl'iet alld the bourgeois parliamentary 
;tate. First of all, your "Soviets" are based o.n the 
~onderous apparatus of universal suffrage. A 
genuine SO\;et repli~s immediately on such organ. 
ic groups ~ ;;hvp, bctory. mill and &0 forth. Sec. 
ond: Your "Soviet" hall no serious guarantees of 
immediate and direct relation between elected and 
electors. Thirdly: 'Your "SO\;et" is chosen by an 
amorphous mas~ of electors who entrust full power 
to others for a year or so. In the genuine Soviet 
however, the Soviet electors remain alway! united 
bv the conditions of their work and their existence. 
The SO\'iet delegate is a1w'lYs before the workers' 
eyes. And he can be ordered, censureJ, removed 
and replaced at any moment. In a real ;:)ovieL ule 
represelltlltives are directly concerned ,,·ith indus. 
tries. Here the right 10 "ote k no prh'ilege or chlir· 
ily, but a rif!:ht only of a laboring citizen. Under 
the Soviet rule no agent of a capitalist political 
party drives an}' one to the ballot box. Because the 
SO"iet voter must join a workers' organization, there 
can be no !JJas~ of indiffere!lt ,vters as under par· 
Iiamentary democracy. 

Aside from the above it must be remembered that 
a Soviet repr~nts only the industrial and the 
agricultural populations. It dOf'!!l not allow the 
exploiters, owners of farms for speculative pur· 
poses, for example, representation. The North 
Dakota "Sovie1" is based on a union of all classes, 
big bourgeois, little bourgeois and ,,·orkingmen. 
The arbitrar~·. geographical nature of the bour· 
geois state is still retained by your "Soviet." Did 
nol the Lulk of )'our "Soviet" voters glJ to the Re
publican Party in the last Congressional electioDl!? 

But how long ago was it that the Non·Partisan 
League farm oW'ners, control I ing your "Soviets" 
were dickering with the I. W. W. farm laborers, the 
agricultural proletariltt, about the wages to be paid 
the latter? Arc thesc indusl.l ~.l "?!'orkers allowed 

"v vour "So\'iet"? It is not true that the 
; I!ClcuJ!uTaf prol~tarjll', the farm·harl:!!, ere unable 
t'; 'piltticipate in the "otint for ~'our "Soviet" b&
~auM" of their lack, of proper residential qualifica. 
lions'! No, vou have no "Soviet". In a real Soviet 
.. nly the agi-icultural and the tl1dustrial labortT! 

lie and rule. 'Yours is a political organization 
.ontrolled by farm OWDf'f5 and not by farm labor· 
~. 

The Socialists of r-.orth Dakota. who have become 
the backbone of the !';on·Partisan (clll!8 peace) 
Lea~e have, like "moderate Socialim" the world 
over, a middle-class conception of the State. This 
(:onc.eption arises from the latest tendencies in eap· 
~talism. The !lmaller capitalisl5 are being pressed 
,ard bv centralized capital and by the men rising 
ron. the ranks and the wage working ciaS!. Your 

Nu:tb Dakota farmer~ are pressed by the large trust 
:~rnpani~ on one siJe and by the ~iculturd pro· 
elarint on the other. T~erefore your North Da· 
,ota "Soviet" ill "socializing" many enterprises to 
Jelp the farm owners. The middle £la!'s bases its 
lOpes on an extension of I!tate activities. By the 
!ltellectual proletariat, another &ection of the 
I'liddle c1I18S, the extetl.5ion of state activities is 
. pecially .. elcomed, for maI.y new ollicial jobs 
e opened up. To get the!!e jobs, examinations 
st be passed. And who can pass them better 

m the intellectual proletariat? Thus the en· 
ire middle clas.~ Bee!! in the state a glorified in~ti· 
;ution-a mean!! of saving the world! The middle 
claS! ideal IState is a state which controls industry 
and rewards each according to his "ability". The 
tragic phase of this state and municipal ownenhip 
is that it ill heralded as Socialism in practise. 

The middle clu!! ill anxio~ "to ape the luxuries 
of the rich, consequently their !!OCial demands aim 
at incomu. Whereas, the demand of the wage
laborer ill for the social control of wealth created 
by labor in order to achieve economic freedom" 
But a careful examination of the vario~ mte en
terprise!! definitely shOWl that they do not make 
for the economic freedom of the laborer, but that 
they rather strengthen c.:pitali!!m and cllllI8 rule. 
TIle growing industrial unrest compels all proper
tied interests to more snd more rllly on the state. 
"public order" must be maintained. In "lOCiety'S" 
name the !!tate must crush I!trikea. The capitalist 
dBllll contends that the stale repreaenb lOCiety in 
order to hide the clue nature of ~ alate. The 
Left Wing holds that rzform nolltrUJDS are meaDI 
of misleading the American proletAriat. The bour
geoi.ie fear a class conscious proletariat IlDd hence 
they strive to cOilfuse tPe worker.. National and 
municipal control are inherent in the higher stage 
filf capitalism. Municipal and state ownenhip are 
u much "lIlep." toward Socialism ". the pneraJ 
tnmd toward. OODCrlDtration aod oeotraliaatiOD of 
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capital is. Because our ruling class wu menaoed 
by a foreign ruling class, America adopted many 

,such measures of "Socialism." 
With America'. entry into the ,.·ar, state enter

pcise was nurr.ed to 8 gigantic size. Today the 
American bourgeoisie is compelled to extend state 
control because it desires to hold the markets it 
has ""on duriI.e tht: war. What is more, industrial 
unre!-t must be curbed and the workers must be di .. 
ciplined, The nominal wage:; may rise but only at 
the expense of the proletariat being tyrannized by 
the ollicial bureaucrats. \Vhatever freedom the 
working class had, is fast disappearing. And the 
prole1ariat's social position is being lowered. 

An exteri~ion of !!'tate control means a further ex. 
tension of bourge.ois control of the preBS and edu. 
cational institutions. 

The interests of the bourgeoisie manifesting them. 
selves in these, mold the laborer's political ideas. 
To maKe !'till more secure the bour~is control of 
the state, the working-class, though lit great disad
vantage, is ne\'er allowed to decide really import· 
ant mea~ures in capitalist society. Was the Ameri· 
can worling-class given a chance by its democracy 
to pass upon the declaration of war, financing of 
the war, conscription, the Espionllge Act? No! 
Though the American capitalist clllSs was very well 
equipJied to win such a test, yet, dtese matters were 
too \"ital to capitalism to e\'en take the least chance 
"'ith interference of their realiution. 

Capitalism is in ita death throes. Its inherent 
contradications have become a fetter on the sHtem 
of production. It if; for this reason that in th~ last 
decade or two capitalism is relying ever more on 
the state. State control really means a better or· 
f!anized capitali,;m, and it is the IllSt effort of the 
bour~eois c1a8S to .la,·e off il5 downfall. 

VI. Shall We R~/we a Baby's Cry for Food Be· 
caw~ It Can't Eat Me1Jl? 

This question touches the heart of the !!ocial reo 
fonn controversy. It deals wiili the 6O-C8IJed 
"immediate demands." 

At the ouL'f'I let us look into the why and where· 
fore (if capitaiist reforms. It must be kept in mind 
i.hat ",·hen one speaks of reforms, he is well a"'are 
of the fact that the capitalist system is not yet over· 
thrown.. and that the "rdonns" are to be granted 
by capitalists. Why do capitalista grant reforms? 

Tht"Te are two reason!. First, in order to ~tifle 
the el·er.increasing c1a.<;s·consciousness of the work· 
ers. To the capitalist class, 8!\ to others, an ounce 
of preYention is worth a pound of cure. By grant
ing certain "improvements" in the immediate con· 
ditiom of the ,,'oikers, the capitalist hides the c1aSll 
nature of the pres.ent system of production. By 
apparently being kind to the worker, the capitalist 
hides the conflict of intert~!lts and promotes the pro· 
letariat's belief in the brotherhood of labor and 
capital. Thus the spirit of independent class ,,~tion 
by the proletariat is dampened. Reflect for 8 mo
ment over the effect of the "Wf,]fare Bureaus," of 
profit·sharing, and other immediate "reforms" on 
the employee!'. The extensive 80cial reform pro· 
gram of C,.ermany played no small part in cement· 
if1E!: the proletarilft'!! loyalty to the kaiser. The 
heralded "constructive reforTD3" fought for by the 
Social. Democratic Parl)' HIe (0 a frreat extent re
"ponsible for the blood-llheJ in Germany today. 
Moderate Socialism in Germanv. 8!1 everywhere, 
ascribed to bureaucratic petty b~urfreois reforms 8 

creati"e rel'oIutiollatV value. The effect of the!!e re
form campai~!! has' been to dupe the proletariat 
as to the c1us nature of the !tate and bourgeoi!l 
democracy. The German proletaria! wu misin· 
formed as to the nature of the Communist order. 
And today Germany iI!' not a land of !oviet.!! but a 
hloody bourgeois republic! 

There is another reason fCir the capitalisL;' grant
ing "improvements" in the workers' cond~tioD5. 
The only use the capitalist has for the prolet arial. 
is exploitation. But to be capable of exploi'lation 
a laborer must exist. He must do more ~an that. 
He must !ive. A broken-down worker ill inefficient. 

On the whole, the bourgeoisie are not as stupid 
.. lOUIe of our twentieth-century utopian Socialist!! 
beiieYe. Their iIIveatigators 'have made ntemive 
studies proving that eflici~y can be increased by 
Mortel" hount, and "improvements" ill working cob
ditions. The improved methods of production ~ 
buame. organization int.enaify the depee .of ex
ploitation. Hence, capitalism can weI) . stand 
"J"eform"-or change bf t.ctica in it!! exploitatioD 
of the working-cl .... 

All Left Will. Br_c.... an reqwa .. teII to 
.... tpo_ lMaai.... __ till •• , .t....t __ tiap, 
t.ctar.., etc., aM ... pport FrHIa,.'. M .... _ 
s.-_tiq. 
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"shall we fight (or or agaiDllt theIe 'immediate 
improvements?'" ashs the moderate ""SocialiA" 
From thi!l we are led straight to the object of • 
revolutionary Socialist political party. What is .... 
purpose of a c1us-CODIICious proletarian party? 
Its object should he none other than to always hold 
hefOic the wO;'king muses the ideal of reYolutiOJl, 
the ideal of a new society-a Communist 1OCiety. 
A Socialisi. Party should broaden the actirity of 
the pr01etariat into claM activil)', and should al
ways point out the nature of capitalil!t!'. The S0-
cialists should not Wllf!e campaigm (or the tr .... 
formation of the state or for the enlarging of ita 
f unctions. A Socialist political party mWlt alwa,.. 
be on guard against the ,,,cluction of the proletariat 
by the state activitieB in his "benefiL" .The par-

'liamentary umpaign and the legislature offer WI 

8 means of c..(pressiDg our cl8113 int.erfllll, aDd of 
exposing bourgeois cl ... interNt&. 

The pclicy of the Left Wing, or revolutionary 
Socialism, is neither to Opp08O or to rropoee the. 
"immediate demands," these "!!ocia refom."
this whole gamut of "beneficial state activities 01' 
lltate capitalism." The lOCial reform of state cap
italism is today a fact to which Socialism •• 
ad j WIt ibelf. 

The Left Wing does not intend to abandoa the 
immediate I!truggle. To the Left Wing the ~ 
diate demand!! that arise serve as the dynamo of all 
action. By means of them we generate reYolation
ary currenta l!.Dlongst the proletariat. By 
aggressh'e!y ~aging in_ this .truggle the l'eYob~ 
tionary I!parks latent in, the proletariat co be 
fanned into rel'olutionary fires again;.l &be ooar
geoj,,~o::. We employ this struggle .. a JDeaJII of 
promoting the final struggle. 

An analysis of the immediate probleDII confroat
ing the American wor~ claM will help DI clarify 
thil; matter. Let WI anafY7.e the attitudios 'ot reYG

lutionary -and petty bourgeoi!! Socialism ,towards 
them. First, let US take the UDf"IIlployment prob) ... 
The tide of unemployment is rising. Shall we -r 
to the capitalist clue "Get out" and presto-tben 
will be no unemployment? 

The Left Wing holds that unemployment-Fatber 
diMmlployment-~ an inherent charaeteriatie r.f 
capitalism. AB long 81 capitalUim exiab there will 
be di!\eIDployment. The problem caDIIol he 
"!olved" as long as capitalis:n is intact. UDlike tile 
petty.bourgeois Right Wing Socialism, the IAlt 
Wing believes that not eYen the capitalist state, tb.d 
miracle-organ, that God of Right Wing SocialiIm, 
can "so I,ve" this prolllem. Therefore the Left WiD! 
d~daina petitioning the fr<!Sidert, u the oAcial 
organ of Right Wingism, The Ctdl, has JODe.. W. 
will not petition even a fourteen·point capitalilt 
champion for the establishment of Goverament Em
ployment Bureaus. What more dangeroua weapoa 
again!;t the proletAriat could be given the bourpis 
gO\'emme:l! than control of employment. Wb.t 
chance would a labor spokesman. a hounded ". 
tator," have of ~etting a job? Perhaps tiUa ..,. 
counts for J. P. Morgan's geper08ity in coJltri.bat. 
ing thousantiA of dollars for the maiDtenaIIce of 
these "public" employment bUJ'eaU8! }-..in 10 
"solve" this "problem" of capitaliND; reactioaary • 
utopian Socialism agitates for UDemplo~lt m.m
ance. Has imurance ever done away with UJMIIDo 

ployment anywhere? h'o! Not even in Genuay 
1I\·here the "Socialists" DOW bue a majority! 

But cannot anything at all be done to combat the 
immediate distftS!1 of unemployment? Y.. n. 
Left Wing bas a plan of action in meeting-clUa 
immediate demand. And in this struggle the Left 
Wing Bee!! a JDe8D!I of promoting the finalltr1lMle. 
Suppose the.--e are today two million UDfIDploy.J 
in America. Shall we invest our energy in teftI'aI 
tOD! of paper (petitions)? Shall we appeal for'" 
votes of "all liberty loring citizeaa" and pro ... 
them a "1OIution" by insuranc:e? No! The Left 
Wing would show the why aDd the wherefore • 
m'!!lDIployment. Tbe..Left WiDs woald tab ad-... 
lage of tltis ci"iJ.i., _ or capitaliaiD aDd .~ ftII9-
lutionary propagandA··aJrIt7'6!'-t~, ~ployed.. 1t 
would Dot stop there.; The Left W'mg ~~ 
poee and work for a ,C()1IDtry-wide strike for morter 
hount so that f.,~ ,worken might be dilemployecL 

Is this an abanilODJDeDt of the immediate ItI"Ugle t 
Why waste energy ira .pemptiDg to 801ft the iDIoIY· 
able, the .contradictioDl of capitalism. Why .. 
direct the efforts of the working-clau wbeD ., .... 
did opportDDity is ofl'tnd to lead them into r... 
lutionary channels? Ia this demandins all 01' 
Dothing? Ia _ucla .. policy .. outlined abOYe l»-l 
on the notion of"danm the immesfiate beae6b. ad 
the wone the betIer 1" 

(To" c.-...-) 



4. The N~w York ColDIIIUDiat 

Why Political Democracy Must Go 
VIII 

I N a previous article I attempted to 6how tile «:0-
nomic interests behind the Constitution cf the 

United Sial..... 'lnd the deliberate expedient!' em
ployed by the Colonial rulinto( class to create a 
government which would obstruct the will of the 
majority of the people. Let us now briefly see how 
the machinery operates_ 

Contrary to general belief, the American political 
democracy is not one of the most ad\'anced de
mocratic govt"rnments of the ~'orld, but one of the 
most backward. To indicate a few points in which 
it lags behind other gO\'ernments: The President is 
elected for four years, and cannot J:,e removed ex
cept for serious cause, by i!!lpeachmdlt; but the 
Premiers ')f England, France and Italy, retire when 
their Party loses power. The Cabinet of the 
United States Government is not respon~ibie to any
OIIe, and ran only be removed by the President, who 
appoints it; the Cabinets of England, France and 
Italy are r~pon5ible to the parliaments, an~ fall 
with t!1t" Premier. Laws pas..o.ed by Congress may 
be declaroo invalid by the Supreme Court; but 
laws pas!"ed by the British Parliament cannot be 
rmewed by any cou~ and can only be changed 
.t the ballot·box. In the United States the form 
of Go\'ernment is rigidly fixed by the Constitution, 
which moreo\'er eternally guarantees the sacredness 
of property-nor can this Constitution be altered 
except by an overwhelming majority, which prac· 
tically makes impo~~ible any profound economic 
change by law; while in England no 5uch bar ex· 
i~ to Revolution b\· Jaw. 

How'e'\'er, these ~J: parent differences in dej!ree 
of political democracy are not ~o impQTtant as they 
seem. In all political democratic countries today, 
under the capitali~t E),stem, "the Stale pow~r w more 
and mor~ turned ido an or1;an of Capital's Truutery 
over Labor---a public fora organized for 30cial en· 
slal1emt:'nt, an ~ngine of class despotism." In the 
United States, however, the methods by which the 
great CBpitali~ts control the State are more app8!'ent 
to tile "L""rver than e1o;e",here; althou!!h here, too, 
the mas..~ of the people are more biilld~l Ly Ll;~ 
·'democratic" ideologv in which political concept! 
Me phrlLo.ed, and by what a great Frenchmen called 
"the illusion of the ballot-box." 

It must be admitted that the Constitution has been 
broadened during the last century-that more and 
more ·'democracy" has been introduced into our 
Government; such amendmen~ all the Income Tax 
and the Direct Election of Senators testifv to this 
tendency. Also the evolution of the State ·constitu. 
tions, remo\;ng f ranchi;te rC5trictions; ...Dd the ad! 
of Congress and the State legislature!l, fixing the 
control and ha!'tening the democratization of the 
electoral machinery-all these signify that larger 
and larger masses of citizen.~ theoretically partici
pate in the GOH:rnment. But these ·'democratic" 
edt1once3 emcti:r cprrespond with the growth of the 
Jnvuihlt' Government-the autocracy of finance
which progressively nullifies the power of the polit. 
ical ballot_ 

Political democratic ideals grew out of the theory 
that men were born free and equal j that their inter-
5ts were osten~ibly equal interests, resulting from 
freedom of opportunity-and that it w~ the con· 
flict of these equal but diversified property rights-
especially their geographical diversity-which made 
it pOSf.ible to construct a government representing 
all and satisfying the great majority. Such condi. 
tions existed to a greater degree in the American 
Colonies, with their hinterland of undeveloped con
tinent, and their lack of any indigenous aristocracy, 
than in other pam of the world, and the Declara· 
tion of Independence ~'as the expression of these 
eentiments. 

But even at the time of the War of Independence, 
the capitalist eystem was well developed, and the 
Comtitution, eleven years later, embodied the clear 
class-conBCioumess of the Colonial capitalists, 
rendered palatable by "democratic" idealiEtic 
phrueology. 

Madison had wamed the Convention to take mto 
account the new and changing forms m which 
property wou1d manifest itself in the future. In 
the next century the industAal era brov~':!. ':ifto 
existence wholly new forms ..:i property; and, 
moreover, c .. :~ both the relations of men to 
one another, and the relations of men to their Gov
emmeoL The ownenhip of the tool. of production 
and the means·.of distribution by a few, redqced 
the m .. of mankind to depepdence upon theeefew 
for all the necessitie. of life. 

Now the State is the expreuion of the relatioaa 
of cl8S6ell- property-rel'ltiona - in society. The 
American Government, particularly, was formed to 
protect property; and since as time went on more 
and more wealth was concentrated. in the banda of 
the few great capitalists, the Govermnentprotected 
and f06lered this capitaliat property more aDd mQTe. 
The __ of mankind became dependeDt upon _ 
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will of the industrial autocrats for their very exist
ence. '.l;'hen they combined. and demanded a larger 
Ihare of the product of their labor, this constituted 
an attack upon private property, and the Govern
ment was called in to suppress them. Important 
illustrations of this are the calling in of Federal 
troops during the Pullman Ftrike in 1895; the use 
of injunctions in u.dustrial disputes, in 50me cases 
forbiddinE! ftrike!'-I'.nd in one imPOlt:&:;: i~tance, 
t1Jen forbidding the u1orkl!r! to ,top working for 
a corporation; the manipulation of laws directed 
against the great corporAtions-such as the Sher
man Anti·Trust Law_o as to turn it againH the 
working c1as&-as in the case of labor boycotts 
(see the case of the Danbury Hatters); and finally, 
the interpretation of laws by the Coum. 

After all this innovation, unique among political 
democracies, hlL~ turned out to be the easiest and 
mo~t 6ucces!'ful expedient for thwarting the will of 
the masses, and defending the political power cf 
the capitalist class_ Founded with the ostensible, 
purpo!!oe of interpreting tht" Constitution, the 
Supreme Court has extended its powers of ·'inter
prl"tation" until it has become, 10 fact, a legislative 
body in itself: and beinf, con.r>osed largeh' of emi
nent corporation lawY'ers, it repre;;ents the most 
reactionary property interesl!.. F or instance, it 
declarl"d un::on~titu!ional a law passed b~' the- New 
York 'State Legislature forbidding baker)' employ
ee8 to work more than ten hours a day--on the 
ground that this I'tatute infringed the rights and 
liberties of manufacturers as citizens under the 
Constitution. It declared the Income Tax Law 
ur.~onstitulional, and mort" recently the Child 
Labor Law-both becau!"e they were' altacL~ upon 
"property" and "liberty." On the other hand, in 
spite of the Con~tilutionaJ provision specifically 
forbidding Conp'r~~ to make anv la", "abridging 
the freedom of ~peech:' the Supreme ,Court upheld 
the com-iction of Euaene Y. Dl"bs and Kate Rit'hards 
O'Hare f or expre!\~hlf( their opinions uron pelit
ical questions. 

The Federal judiciary has been the supreme au
thori!y in the C.ovr.rnmenl, ('ven dnminating 
Congres~c('pt when Congre85 fell into the hands 
of a new dominant cIlL"8. F 0r instance. in 1866, 
Congres~ pasSt"d the famous "reconstruction" act!, 
some o( which were clearly uncon~titutional. Con
f!:ress had then been captured by the Northern 
Republican!', the new powerful great capitalists, 
under the leadership of Thaddeus Steven!', the iron
manuf acturer of Pennsylvania. In passing these 
acts, Congress warned the Supreme Court not to 
lay its hands on them; and the Supreme Court 
obeyed_ 

In other cases the capitalists have usea the Presi
dent against Congress. In l8Q.1., Lincoln, and the 
most far-seeing of the f!Teat industrial capitalist! 
of the North, determined to abolish slavery-both 
as a military lIlea!ure against the South and as a 
way of destroying the economic competition of 
slave-labor. The Thirteenth Amendment to the 
Constitution "'as about to be submitted to the 
States for ratification, against a very detl!TJIlined 
opposition. It was seen that one more state was 
necessary for the ratification, and three votes were 
needed in CongreRs to admit ~evada into the Union. 
Lincoln did not hesitate to bribe three Congress
men by appointing them to l:ederal offices. 

In 1906, the revolt of the small property owners 
against the headlong' careet of great capitalist 
trustification and monopolization had reacued a 
stage w'hen the email property owners had got con
trol of Congress and placed on the statute boob 
the Sherman Anti-TTUEt Law. The Supreme Court, 
after its exp~ience with popular wrath awakened 
by the rejf'Xtion of the Income Tax Law in 1905, 
did not nare to declare thf' Sherman Law uncon
stitutionl .. l. Here was a clear cue of political 
democracy at -work-the will of the majority. 
Block.ed in its plan of absorbing the Tennessee Coal 
and I ron Company by this law, the great financien 
who were forming the United States Steel Corpora
tion deliberately precipitatea tile Panic of 1907. 
President Roosevelt was forced to beg for mercy 
from the great capitalists, who consented to atop 
the panic OD condition of being permitted to pro
ceed with their plana. In 1907-08, then, the 
'Ienneseee Coal· and IroD Company was "abeorbed, " 
in direct violation of the law, In 1909, the Senate 
demanded that the Attomey-General inform' it 
whether he had instituted pro.ceedings againet the 
Steel Truat, and if not, why DoL President Rooee
velt directed the Attomey-General no4 10 answer 
tM SeFlAU; aDd f urtber declued that the Cabinet 
wu responaible tQ himself alone. 

In Ipite of the will of the vaal majority of voterl 
in the country,· exprt'h6ed in the election of WillOD, 
and the p8116age of the Sherman and t\le Clayton 
Acta, the aggrq;ation of vaal group. of capital baa 
80De aD apace, UIIlouched by the law; or when the 
sr-t combiaationa have been forced to diMoIYe-

lIuch as the Stalidard Oil-they have dUDe 10 in 
appearance only, and the result h .. been. _ ff'fery
one knowl, merei y to 5o'Tengthen their mooopolistic 
hold upon the resourctJll of the country. 

The war completed the abject eurrender of the 
Government to the great financiera. The ~1II1try
the voting majority of amall property owner_ 
elected the Democratic administration in 191~ 
primarily because "it had kept us out of war." But 
by the !;pring of 1917, the United Statea Govem
ment ~'as at war. 1t had been clearly proven for 
almost two Yl".ars that the forces which were push 
ing the country toward war were the great mun: 
tions interests, the banken who had floated Alii, 
loans, and the imperialist corporations anDOUI 

6hare in the redistribution of foreigu markets. The 
United States was by this time, through the action 
of private banker". heavily involved in the Allied 
cause; the Allied blockade had cut off German 
commerce, an~ a vast trade had opened up with 
England, France and RUl6ia. Allied defeat would 
have proven disastrous to Wall Street, which, at 
the very moment that ,the Allied strength wavered, 
plunge<i America into the IItruggle. 

J\ever had there appeared 80 clearly the almOllt 
complete control of the press and all ageucies of 
publicity by the capitalist class; with one voice 
they bayed for blood-shed, repeating unanimously 
every rumor uf German "atrocities." German 
propagandists here ""ere outlawed; Britidt and 
French propagandists bought, corrupted, threat· 
ened, pleaded ""i th out hindrance. Congressmen 
who dared to oppose ~'ar in the interest of their 
constituent!; were lashed w'ith a bitter fury by press 
and pulpit and the President. I was at that time 
in \Va5hington, lobbying against the "'ar and' 
againbt conscription_ Three-fourths of the Con
gre&omen admitted to me that they did not want 
w'ar, that their constituents ~'ere against it; but 
almost all of them were terrified of the ChambeJ'll 
of Commerce (the business men, bankers, etc.) of 
their districts, and dared Dot brook the WTath of 
the great neW6papera.. 

Ana when once the country had gathered way 
toward the great decision, and conscription had 
been passed. the great capitalists de\lYl" ' .\. ..... 
u/timatam t9 t.\e coweri~ (;overnmeot ii., :-. 
ington. The Anti-Trust legisiatlOn niDSi i,e'''alJl.
pended; the bankeT5 and business men themSelYa' 
must run the war. Hence we had the amazing 
spectacle of the Council of J\ational Defeme, maclt
up of speculators, manufacturers and merchants. 
awarding Government Contracts at oatrageollt 
prices in the morning, and in the eTening accepting 
th~ same cOlitracts as priute individuals. But 
Dot only this: all through the country, Chambers 
of C"mmerce and Boards of Trade fon:ned organ
iratious of armed detective. and police, compO&ed 
of business men and bankers, who used the power 
delegated to them by the Department of Jnstice t~ 
wage the claee war against the Labor Mo'ft!Dlent. 
And an arbitrary War Labor Board legislated ir 
all differences between capital and labor. whoee 
decisions were binding and backed by the power « 
the Federal GovernmenL The worken were force.. 
to obey these decisions or forced into the army; the 
great corporations; moet of them., either reflllled to 
obey decisions they did Dot like, or like the mauu
facturers of Bridgeport, Conn., took advantage ot 
the war-aituation to destroy the defensea of organ 
iIed labor_ 

Advocates of parl~tary action often poi 
to the maee of labor-legislation paseed by CoDgl 
and the state legi.slaturel,-such .. eight-hour la\.~ 
workmen'. compensation statutes, minimum wagt 
regulations and factory laWl! in general. Lib the 
increase in political "democracy," the iDcreaa .. in 
industrial "democracy" is also in exact ratio to the 
growth of knowledge among the great labor
employers that the more labor ill protected, the 
more efficient it ie; and the more it can produce, and 
the more it can be exploited. The speeding-up of 
machinery cQneequent upon mechanical perfecti~ 
and acie.1tific management now make it pcaible to 
exploit labor more thoroughly in eight hoars, thm 
in twelve hours. Lord Leverbulme, the Englilh 
employer, now ~dv~ the Six·Hour Day, bees ... 
it is productive' pf larger profitll for the JIUIIlmllO' 
tDrer thm thG Eight-Hoar ·Day ••••• 

But wM.:l ~ capitalist doea Dot feel it to Ida 
interest tf; obey the law, be doea Dot obey it; and 
the State hacb him in his diaobel'.ieDce. For 
example,· in Colorado'ih!e IWa been an eip\-hOUl' 
law OD the S~tute-boob for twenty yean 01' more; 
and yet. .. in 1913, that law w .. deliheratelte:obio 
in the coal-JIlinf. of the atate;. aDd had· for 
ten yeal'l. All attemptll of the men thClDllelw. to 
organUe for its enforcement were frustrated by 
armed force. The uniona were .. ma.J..ed by armed 
thugs, who killed and -deported minen at will. At 
election time the ballot-boxea wwe placed OD com. 
pany sround, SUUded by armed h.ireliDp of the 
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Left Wing Notes 
AT the State Convention' of the Socialist Party 

of MinnetlOta, held June 8, at Minneapoli., 
·it was decided to form a permanent organi. 

sation of the Left Wing in UII' State. A: motion 
condemning the action of the N. E. C. in !~pend. 
ing the !leven language· federation! and expellhlg 
the State organization of Michigan was carried 
with instructions to the delegatC8 to have their 10. 
cals and branche.! lleCond the Cleveland Hl50lution, 
dem:Inding t~at the question of expul,ion he sub
mitted to a meIllhfiship referendum.. 

It was also decided to form a Left Wing State 
Executive Committee of five, and to elect ~en 
dele!!au~s to the J";"ational Emergency Convention of 
the Party. Two delegates wcre elected to repre-
6eTJt the State at large, at the Jliational Left Wing 
Conference and it was decided that locals desiring 
to l'eDd delegates could do 10. Comrades Gordon 
and Thompson were elected. 

The convention went on record all believing 
that "the best way to I!trengthen the Left Wing 
movement is to teach the philosophy and econo. 
mic!! of Socialism. Reformism can no longer draw 
an~' ~upport from an apparent contradiction bet. 
ween Marxism and the fact1! of industrial develop. 
ment. Marxism has heen completely vindicated 
by the war and it;; outcome. The Ldt Wing move· 
ment will grow in proportion to ill! euccess in 
making thit truth known." 

• • • 
The Massachusetts Socialist Party State Con· 

ference held 00 May W to June 2. resulted io a clean 
flWet"p for the Left Wing. Two d ... legates, Com· 
rad~ Mar;"n Sproull' and John J. Ballam. were 
elected 10 r~present the State at the !\ational Left 
Wing Conference. Comrade Louis C. Fraina i~ 
the delegate from Local Boston. About 20 dele
g&t~. 'lut of over 200, bolted and formed 
another com'enlion when the Left Wing Prop:1'am 
was adopted. Dehs. Haywood. ~looney and all 
other political prisoners were gt"med in a resoh.!· 
tion. Resolutions protl"Slin,; against intervention 
in RU5sia, and the reign of terror in Finland were 
carried, as were resoilltions greeting the \\'innipeg 
worker8, endorsing the Third International, ex· 
pre~5;np: solidarity with the exp~lled Comrades and 
.. Jir,t- i.he formation of t:hop Committee; for 
"'t'reatiing Socialist J.·.opaganda. 

The Convention -also resolved "That it ia our 
6etl5e that The Revolutionary Aile become the cent· 
ral organ of the l'\ational Left Wing of the Socialist 
Partv. That ~'e recommend to Local Bo5ton to 
turn' over The Ret'oi.uJwTUJry Age to the Left 'Wing 
Conference, June 21, for it.! jJsposal." 

• • • 
The 3rd, 5th and 10 A.. D. (unreorganizd) holds 

its business meeting:; ev~y 2nd and 4th Monday. 
Diecu5!!ion meetings on alternate Mondays. The 
House Committee mi'ets every Wednesday. The 
.::lass in "Socialism, Utopian and Scientific" meets 
every Friday evening. 

• • • 
All Comrades who lItill have mmcription list.! 

mould IleDd them in immediatei.y. We need the 
~oney! Milum.IAN COHEN. 

coal companies, and no ORe allowed to vote who 
did not vote righL If anyone voted the wrong 
ticket., or was found by the company spiC! to be 
talking organUation or any other heresy, he lost 
hi~ job, l\' as oUllled from his house (company 
property) and run out of the town (which was also 
built on company property) .•• ~d when at last 
the minere struck, the State Go'l"ernment sent the 
militia to break the strike, and this militia, the alii. 
cial police of the State, eel fire to the strikers' tent· 
colony and burned women and children to death. 
The strikers' leaders were tried for murder; the 
gmunen and militiamen went free. 

In San Francisco, the th~ of Commerce 
detennined to cr~h Organized Labor on the Pacific 
CoasL Someone planted a bomb which exploded 
in the Preparedness Parade, killing and wounding 
many people. Tom Mooney, his wife, Israel 'Wein· 
berg and a few other men active in the labor m01"f>
ment were.arrested, and on perjured evidence Tom 
Mooney was aentenced to death. Before he could 
be haqred it wu discovered that the ·whole busiDfllll! 
was a fnune-up, that the evidence bad been manu
factured by the-District Attomey in collWlion with 
the Olamber of Commerce. The Praidenl'. ID. 
vestigating Commil!8ion recommended freedom or 
• new trial for Mooney. But the Governor of 
california, at the iDatigation of the a..mber of 
Commerce, aimpl~ commuted Mooocy'. aentence to 
life imprisonmenL And theze he lies, a life 
prisoner though innocent; while aucb is the power 
of the California capitaliata, that Hiram Johaon, 
Senator from California, dooo Dol dare raise hie 
voice to free Tom Mooney. 

So with the n~ depo:rtatioDi of 1917, when 
the Phelp6.Dodgc Copper Company of AriaODa, by 

Left WiDl' Orl'.mz.., Atteatioal lohn Reed, 307; Louis C. Fraina, 285; C. E. Ra-
The Comlnunut in future "ill run a colUIDD of thenberg, Z71; L E. FerguoD, 67; Victor ~. 

official Left Wing Sociali5t News. Organiz.en and . 61; Kate O'Hare geta 145 "olea and Mom. IIi]J: 
eecretaries should fiend in notice. of the brmcb quit 8> •. 
busi~ess meetings, street meetinp and all other 
branch activities. The list for the week following 
our date of issue JIould reach thi& oHic.e not later 
than Tuesday. Thus the list of meetings for the 
"'M beginning Monday should he in this office on 
the preceding Tuesday. 

• • • 
OPEN AIR M!Jo.TlNtiS 

FridtJJ" June 20, 8 o'clock at Rutgers Square, 
2nd A. D. 

Wedne&day, June 25. 8 o'clock at llOth Street 
and 5th Avenue, 17th A. D. 

Friday. June 27, 8 o'cl.ock at 106th Street and 
Madison Avenue, 17th A. D. 

• • • 

NOTICE 

All Left Winl Braneb~ in Kinr:~ Qu--. 
Manhattan and Bronx: Oat-or·toWll Ipeaken will 
be bere liarin,; and aher the National Left Win, 
Conrerenre and it il advi .. ble ror all brantbea 
wi.binp: to "old ma ... meetinlll to make arran,;(.. 
menlJl and leI dateL Communicate with .eo:retary. 

Comrade L. E. Katterfe1d will be open for three 
m .... meetinr: .. week or June 23rd until JUDe %9th. 
Lor ... h or branrhe6 wiahinr: to enr:a,e him comma· 
nir.ale immediat.,ly witb terretary. Comrade 
Mtterfeld would al..o like 1o Ir.eak nlHlJlte for 
a few meelinp:l. Buffalo, Syracue, Utica, Ilocbu
tel". etc.. take notice. 

On the referendum to elect international dele
gate;; of the Sociali. .. t Party, Texas, P~.n5)'lvania, 
Orlfon, Ohio and the District of Columbia give 
the foil owing retul'Il!: 

John Reed, 4.312; Louis C. Fraina, 3364; C. E. 
P uthenberg, 3256; A. Wagenknecht., 2515; I. E. 
Ferguson. 2039. Th~ are all Left Win!! candi. 
dates. The moderat~: Y;.;tor Berp:er, 11=.!3; A .. 
Germer, 1053; Algernon Lee, 438; John ~1. Work., 
473; Seymour Stedmsn, 829; A. Shiplacoff, 6i4; 
James O'Neal, 365. .. 

The full returns are, from the Dim:;:t of ~olum· 
bia and 15 !<tateF-TeXJl1'. Pennsylvania, Tennessee, 
Florida, Rhode Islal1, M.aine, Kentucky, Arkansu, 
Minnesota, Michigan and MassachUlletts: 

John Reed, 1l,9"~ I; Louis C. Fraina, 10,441; A. 
Wagenknecht., 7,938; C. E. Ruthenberg, 7,779; I. E. 
Ferguson, 4,5i7; Victor Berger, 2,262; A. Germer, 
1,961; Seymour Stedm8.!l, 1,618; A. Shiplacoff, 
1,337; James O'l\'eal, 1,143; Algernon Lee, 1,003; 
John M. 'Work, 9~O. 

In 14 of thelle states (Penruylvania and the Dis
trict of Col umbia not in) the vote on Inter&8tionaI 
Secretary is: Kate Richards O'Hare, 7,137; Morrie 
HilIquit(2,422. 

The vote in Local Buffalo, New York (expelleO 
for being Left Wing) on international delegates ill: 

meaJlll of armed thugs, drove out of tOWD into the 
de&ert !leVeral hundred IItriking workmen. and the 
Government dared not punish them. And &0 with 
the persecutions and prosecutions of the I. W. 'W.
the open, bare.faced, shameless crushing of a great 
labor organization by the capitalist class ••.. 

As the clas~-ccnscious workers develop political 
strength, the capitalist partie!! 6ink their differenoee 
and combine against them; they falsify the ballot; 
they U!Ie the police aDd the engines of the State to 
prevent the worken' voting; the) gerrymander 
political district.!, &0 that the majority of the voters 
get the minority of representatives. The conditioD!l 
of labor in the United State!! caUlle hundreds of 
thoWWlds of workers to drift from place to place 
in order to find work-and these workers cannot 
vote, because of residential qualificatiODS. Poll 
taxes bar others. The disabilities of aliens, and 
the di.Biculties of naturaliution---eepecial!y at 
preaent~iaenfrllllchUe thOU88Dde more. The nti
eyndicalist lawlI for natives, and the dep->rtatioD 
laWll for alieas, ItiII further compel .ileooe. from 
all who hold anti<apitdut political and economic 
opinioDL 

But after all, the mo8t ~ective way in ~ the 
workers' vote is ~uenced is by making Ole of the 
economic relation betweea the worker And the em
ploler. The worker is depeodenl upon the capit..!
iat or hie very lif&-hia job. If be doe!! not do .. 
he is told, the worker is deprived of hie job, IlDd 
forced to join the floating army of the tmemployed 
upon which capitalism resta.. Now the worker, how. 
ever high hit wages, ill &queered by rent and the 
cOlt of living until he is upon the verge of etarva· 
tion anyway. The ahorteat illness, the lealt 
aloppafJe of work, force him over the edp iD&o 

For National Executive Committee iD DiItriat 
. One-three states, Massachusetts, Rhode LIed, 
~faine, the vote is: Louis C. Frllin .. 3,130; N. L 
Hourwich, 2,544: E. Lindgren, 1,472: L. Lore,~; 
Morris H!llquit, 838: James O'Neal, 688; A. Ship. 
lacoff, 319. Local Buffalo for N. E. C. .oll!ll: L t. 
Fraina, 259: N. L Hourwich, 2D5j E. Liadp-. 
150; Morris Hillquit, 83. 

Theile are partial results, iDdic:ating • Left Villi 
sweep, that a reactionary N. E. C. ia cryiJI! to 
sabo~ for the moder-alb. 

• • • 
WHEREAS, the National Es_the CommIttee at ... 

lut J"e!!ular meeting arbitrarily, and without a fair triU, 
.. provided by our comtitatioD, lU8pended frum the PIII'tf 
tbe LanguAi\e Federationa who sdoned the IJrOIraa ., die 
Left Win!; a&d 

~EREAS, the Stale Committee of the SociaU.t P.nr 
of the Sta.e of New York, at itll laat -una 1"OIed .. 
auhmit to a refer..:ndum of the memberahip the ~ 
whether or not the Party &bould permit within itt rub 
an orga~lion knoWD .. the Left WiDa;; aDd. 

'\fHEREAS. the State Office baa arbitrarily cIeaW die 
m~mbeMlhip of the Party a free e%pl'N&ioD, by refereed-. 
of their opinion on thil quesUoD, and baa arbitrarily ud 
contrary to the National and Stale CoDltitutio .. of the 
Pany reo;cinded the action of the Sta,~ Committee ..,. 
failing to lubUlil IUch referendum to the membenIUp; ud 

'\fHEREAS, at a leeret eaucU8 of the Ricbt WiDa; _ 
Ilf!nhip of the Execuli"e Committee of LoeaI Bl'DIIX, .. 
which AL:'" memben of &aid committee apreMill& adJMr. 
ence 10 a policy contrary to the pleasure and wiahel of tbiI 
eello('onotitutl"d group, were excluded, Toted to upel froID 
n ... mbe,."hip in the Party any Branch of LoeaI Bronx, wbK:lr 
indiC4~ hy ilJl TOte on the ~Lelt W~ and Altern.de 
Program !l.~~ndum" a tendeDCY to fawr the Left Wire 
program; and 

'\nIERE."S, the Executi.-e Sec!oewy of Local Broa, ... 
pri"al .. l)" and publicly expres.ed her inleution of .f.ro.titut.
ing Pari" machinery to funher the eudt of thia .. ipi .. 
grouP. Cef'p::e the fact that ahe ia the llel'VaDt of the __ :&
Pam' an': the further fact, that at a lenera} Party ~ 
and by and with tbe endorsement of the Central C'_ 
miltee, it ", .. ,"oted that thia refereudam be beld: aM 

'\fHERE."S. it ia apparent from the £o"",oi ... that die 
r:!-rnben<hip of the Sodamt Party of I-..e1 !!ooou, will .. 
denird the right, .. proTided by the National aDd. State 
<x>nstilutiom and the by.le ... of LoeaI Brou, to a &. 
e1pTeNion of opinion; ad 

~lIEREAS, it ia the deaire of BTaDda 5th A-wr 
Di.lriC"l, Local Bronx, to exen itll inBueDce ad b.t _ 
deavoMl 10 maintain as lone .. poaaible ha-r ia die 
ra.nU of the Parly in the hope of formulatin.& a prucr.
ac-eeptable to a majority of the memberab.ip aDd. ill dIat 
way pment a 8plil, be it 

RESOLVED, that we of Brandl Sth A-wy Dituiet. 
at a Tef!;ular meetine beld Jane 10th, 1919. at oar ...... 
quanen, 1304 Southern Boulenrd, at whida were p.
mt"mhen reprer.entin,: all abadflll of opinion, ~ ear 
indiltDation and contempt for the CO\U'le panaecl br the 
aforementioned deaigniug indiTiduala, br&ndina: their __ 
duet ... a proetitution of the Party machinery &lid _ ... 
banded, diabonelll and comlpt; ad be it fanlMlr 

RESOLVED, that thU raolution be -u to tile t-I 
Se<-relary ,..ith • req1lflllt that it be read to the EDC'IItift 
and Central Committee. at their Den -a... ad tha: 
the delef;8tetl of thia branch to the c-tral Co~ 
&bould pres~t a copy of _ to the .ud Cwmjpee at 
its next meetin.I-

abject poverty. Burdened with a fanily, the worbr 
cannot afford to quit work; he caDDot dord to 
hold opinions contrary to the bou: be C8DDot 8V'a 
afford to exercise a vote against hie bou'. politiaL 

In Lima, Ohio, a few yean ago, there .... 
municipal 'dection peuding. The populatioD of 
Lima is largeiy supported hy two factories, aDd the 
worken were about to elect a Socialist .dministn
lion. Tht! owners of thf' two factone. theTeal: 
issued a statement to the effect that if &he Socia: 
woD, the factoriC! would move away. This ruld 
have brought disaster upon the workers, 1IWIY1Gl 
whom owned their OWD holnes and had fam.iliallo 
.upporL The Socialist .d:min.istratiOD ".. lICIt 
elected. .••• 

In 1916, a Preparedneu Parade wu held in New 
York City, which had a great efi"ect41pon eoap-, 
becaUlle of illl liIe. When the J'eUOIII! for thia 
lD8I8.demonstration came to be anaI)'ZItil"ho1fletW, 
it W81 found that mCMlt of the ~'fOrbn ~~ 
were forced to do 10 or 100e their job&. 11ae_ 
pbenomenon ,... more .. : "I'ly shown ~ 
the s,ollDtry in the aubecripboDl to Liberty r.o... 
and the contributio,.- t? the Red en.. uad ... 
lCDli.prtvate S" The Wt'Ibn had tID,.,
.or be fired, and in lome ataleII theBe fiaaDCial ... 
paigns were accompanied by terroriaatiOil IIDd iD
timidation at the point of a gun. Th .. the ...... 
were forced to .upport the political. JDeUaNI el 
the ruling clau by the~ ~ dependence IIpCIIl dUa 
ruling cl... In an ·earlier article I hne cIeIeribecl 
how the political power ,... taken a1!B1 Ina tbe 
elected of6ciat. of th~ working cl ... Party by tbe 
State Council. of NatiODli1"~ ..... _ how tile 
legialatora elected by the Soc; --... (Co.ra __ 
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Marx's Critique of the Gotha Program 
'f"HE manuscript publiahed herewith-the ae· 
1. companying letter to Dracle -as well AI the 

critidsm of the propo&ed platform-wAl &ent 
in 1875, bhortlv l.efc.re th~ \7otha fU5ion congress, 
to Bracke, to be' further communicated to Geib, 
Auer, Bebel, and Liebknecht, and later on to be 
returned to Marx. Since the Halle convention put 
the di~u~ion of the Gotha program on the PIL~" 
order of business, I would consider myael£ guilty 
of wrongful llupprenion were I 8till longer to with· 
hold from the public this important doc~ent
perhaps !he most important document bearin8 on 
this disc"'!seion. 

But the manu!ICript hall also another, and lItill 
more far-reaching !li~ificance. Here, for the first 
timtc. it' clearly and definitely let forth the attitude 
of Marx on the course followed by Lusalle I!ince 
his entrance upon .. he agitation, both in p;lation to 
Lassalle's economic principles and to his tactics. 

The relentle!>S vigor with which the propoaed 
platform it' analyzed, the inexorbleness with which 
the result!> arrived at are prono.meed ar.d the weak 
points of the platform expo&ed-all this can no 
longer offend now, after fifteen yean. Specific 
La~salleans exist nowadays only in foreign parts, 
like isolated ruins, and the Gotha platform wall 
given up in Halle by its own makers as altogether 
inadequate. 

]\ievertheless, wberever il .. a8 not essential to 
the suuject. I have omitted &ome severe expre..sioru; 
and opinim15 concerning some .individuals. and in
dicated the omissions by IUoterisks. Marx himself 
would have done &0 had he puLlished the manu
IICript now. The occa~ional ,·ehemence of his lan
guage was provoked by two circumstances. In the 
first place. Marx anJ I were more intimately con
nected with the German mOVC.Dent than ~·ith any 
other; hence the decidedly backward fotep e\;deoced 
in thi~ platfonn was particularly calculated to excite 
U5. But in the f«ond pi lice, we ~·ere then, hardly 
two )'ear~ af:er the Congres~ of the International a\ 
the Hugue, ill,·olved in a most foC\·ere conflict with 
Bakunin and his Anarchifots, ~·ho held us respomible 
for everythiug thdt tran~pired in the Labor Move
ment <Jf Germany; "e therfore had to expect that 
the secret fatherhood of thit' platform would also 
be ascribed to u~. These considerations ha"e passed 
away, hnd with them hall passeJ the necessity for 
the passages in question_ 

Likewise !'orne passages are merely indicated by 
a~terisk!, owing to con~iderations ha"ing to do ;'th 
the press law!. 'Where a milder expression had to 
be cholOCD it is enclosed in brackets. OtherwL'C:, the 
publication is faithful to the letter. 

FKJ,;DERlCX ENGELS. 

London, January 6, 1891. 

MARX'S LF.1"TER TO BRACKE 
London, May 5, 1875. 

Dear Bracke: 
After reading theJ'l you will be 80 kind all to 

communicat~ to Geib, Auer, Bebel and Liebknecht, 
the 8uhjoined critical commen~ ot; the fu~ion plat
lorm. I am over-worked and compelled to work 
beyond the limits prescribed by my physician. It 
was therefore by no means a ~plea.~ure" for me to 
wTite such a tape-Yo·orm. But it was neces-sary, 10 

tI.at the party friends, for whom this communication 
is intended, may not misinterpret the steps to be 
taken by me later on - - . - . 

. . . . . . It is indispensable, since outside of &er
many the notion-altogether erroneous. but fosterf'J 
Ly tl .. :: enemies of our part)·-is entertained that we 
secretly from here direct the movement of the so
called· Eisenach party_ For instance, in a recent 
Ru~~ilin publication, nakunin make!> me , ... res· 
ponsible for all the platform ·declarations, etc., of 
that party ••••••• 

&ide from this it is my duty not to IV'ognize. 
even by a diplomatic silence, a platform -that is in 
my opinion ,,!together objectionable and demoral· 
izing to the party. 

Every Teal advance step of the movement is more 
important than a dozen platforms_ If therefoTe, it 
was impouihle-and the circumstances of the time 
did not permit it- to advance beyond the Eisenach 
platform, then you should have simply concluded 
an agreement for Retion againllt the common enemy. 
But when you foraoulate platfoTJDII ()f priDciplea 
(instead of postponmg this work until luch time 
as you have become prepared for it .through eon· 
tinued common action), then vou establish land
marks hy which all the worl... ,!8uge the height 
of the party movemenL The chiefs oi the LaMalle
aos came to you becauee the cooditions forced them. 
Had you declared to them from the ouuet that you 
would not enter on any dickering in principles. 
then they would hav~ been obliged to con\.eDt them· 
.elves with a program for action, or a plan ·If or· 
gani&ation for common action lutead of thia, 
you allow them to cotpe :~ with credenliala u 
bindinj(: "l'~ ~ urrender al clillCretion to thOM 

up. To cap tht climax. they 
f.·v. ;., ,.,. "I • 1.:. .. ;8 be/or .... comprOlAiN CQAo 

P"~U, while our own party holds its convention 
pod i~Jl.Um • • • •• Everybody knOWI how pleased 
the workingmen are with tile bare fact of a union, 
but you are mistaken if you believe that this mo· 
mentary ~uccesa i5 not bought too dearly. 

Besides the platform is good for nothing. even 
irrespective of the C8JIonization of the LaMall~ 
vticles of faith ••••• 

With best greetings, Yours, 
KARL '-fABL 

CO\fMENTS ON THE FLATFORM OF THE CEIUlAJf 

lABOR PARTY 

L 
1. Labor is the lOurce of all wealth and 

of all civilization. and sinc~ useful labor is 
possible only in and through society, the 
prooeed~ I Ertrag) of labor belong, una
bridged and in equal right, to all the mem
bet! of &oeiety. 

first part of th~ paragraph: "Labor is the source 
of all wealth and of all civilization_" 

Labor is rwt t~ source of all wealth. _Nature 
ill just as much the source of use-values (and theae 
certainly form the material elemen~ of wealth) III 

labor, which is iL"«!lf only the expression of a 
natural force. human labor-powc:,r. The above 
phrase is to found in every child's primer .,nd is 
correct ir: I!'O far as it is aHumed that labor Itarts 
out equipped with the requisite materiau and 
~. 

But a Socialist platform should not let such 
middle class phrases pa:.s, and permit, by silence, 
the condilion.s that alone give aenae thereto to be 
~urpre!'sed. And in so far as man stands toward 
l\atlJrf'--th~ first bOUtce of all the means and ob
jects of labor-in the relation of proprietor, in 10 

fO far as he treat~ Nature as belonging to him, his 
labor be.. :lme!' the ~ource of use-values. hence also 
of wealth. The capitali~ts have very good r68foOD8 
(or imputing to lahor superTUJJural creazivt pow~rs, 
hecause from tiu· nature-imposed nece-.sity of labor 
it follows that the man who possesses no property 
but his lahor power mu"t, under all. conditiollll of 
.aciety and civilildtion. he the I!'lave of thoae other 
men "·h,, have made thermelves the pO&liel!llOrs of 
the material conditions for labor. He can work 
only with their permiRion, hence li\'e only with 
their permission. 

Hut let us take the sentence as it runs, or rather 
limps. What lihould ~e have expected AI the con· 
clu~ion? Plainly this: • 

"Since labor i~ the source of all wealth, no one 
in &OCit'ty can acquire wealth except as the product 
of labor. Therefore, if he does not work himself, 
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he livea upon the labOr of others, and also acqmr. 
his share of chili&alion at the expenee of otben' 
laoot." 

Instead of this, another &eIltence is attached by 
means of the phraae "and since," in order to draw 
a concluaion from this latter sentence, and DOt from' 
the former. 

Second par. 0/ t~ paragraph: UaefnJ labor is 
possible only in aDd through &oeiety." 

According to the first proposition \l'bor wu the 
aource of all ,,·ealth and civilization; hence DO .... 

ciety Wall pOllSible without labor. Now we lea1n, 
on the contrary, that no "uaeful" labor is pouihle 
without soc iet v. , 

It would h~ve beeD all sensible to l8y that ODly 
in society can uaelCSli aud ~ven publicly injuriou 
labor become a branch of industry, that only in 
&oeieh can men live in idlenCS!, etc., etc.-in abort, 
to copy the whole of Rousseau. 

And what iii "WlCful" labor? Plainly, only the 
labor: that produces the desired seniceable effect.. 
A savage-a man is a uvage after he haa ceII8f'd 
to be an ape-a lavage who kills an animal with a 
Itone, who gathen fruits, etc_, does "UllCful labor. 

Thirdly. t~ conclusion: "A.ftd since useful la· 
bor is possible only in and through· society---the 
proceeru of labor belong unabridged, in equal 
right, to all the members of society." 

A beautiful conclusion! If useful labor is po&
Bible only in and through liOCiety, then the pro
ceeds of labor belong to society-and the indivi· 
dual laborer receives only 10 much as ~ not necc. 
5ary for the mainlenanu of the "pre-requisite" of 
labor-6OCiety. 

Indee.d thili has beeD the regular claim made by 
the champions of each succeeding social 'Yltem. 
Fint come the claims of the government and all 
that hang5 thereby, since it is the social organ for 
the maintenance of the Bocial order; next come 
the claims of the various sorts of private property, 
for the ,'arious &Orts of private property are the 
foundations of &oeiety, etc. It is plain, IUcb hoi· 
low phrase can be turned and twisted at will. 

The first and the second part of the paragraph 
can have any iCDSible connection only in the fol
lo~'ing form: 

"Labor can become the source of 1I'eI'Jth and 
ch-tlization only as social lab ;r," or, what amOL 
to the same thing, "only in and through liOCiety.' 

This proposition is indisputably correct, for e'Veil 
if isolated labor l its material pre-requillites pre' 
lIuppoaed) can create use-values, yet it C8JI produce 
neither wealth nor civilization. 

And just as indisputable is this other IIt4temem: 
"In measure that Ilthor it! developed socially, 

and werehy becomes the source of wealth and 
civilization, are developed al!o poverty llIld degra. 
dation on the side of the laborer, wealth and civili· 
&ation on the side of the non·laborer." 

This ;8 the...law of all history up till now. 10m-
fore, in5tetd of talking in general teTJDII aholl 
"labor" and "~ociety," it should have been clearl~ 
pointed out how, under present capitalist society. 
the c.onditiollli, material and otherwDe, are at lut 
produced. which enable, and indeed compel, the 
laborers to break through that social cune. 

But. in fact, the entire paragraph-faulty both 
in style and contents--appeaTli here only in order 
to inscribe the LassalJean catchword of the "un
abridged proceeds of lahor" a! the watchword 3n 
the flag of the party, I shan come back later to 
the "proceeds of labor," the "equal right." etc., 
as Ute same thing recurs in somewhat dH!e1'P.l1t 
form. (To be continued.) 
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,VII. Secret Diplomacy in the 4th A. D. 

A
FTER huing "re.organized" the local to .uch 
an extent that the sale of dues, stamps wu 

barely sufficient to pwvide cigars for Encu· 
tiVl' Committee meetings, the t>emi<omrades who 
foregathl'r at the People's House decided at a "ecret 
meeting. held in the furnacl'·room of that building, 
that the time for "re-organizations" has gone, at 
Ie.u;t as far &.! Local Y\M\' York was concerned. 

One of the leading Pink Terrorists from Kings, 
clutching a bomh in the ehape of a sheaf of "ff\.Or
gnnizatiol" leller6. reported that the u:ork was not 
meet ing ~ Ith much ~uccess in Brooklyn. Branches 
stcadfAstly refa!ing to be "re.organized," expelled 
or su~pl"nded and even jeering at the divine right pf 
the State Committee in the persons of the "commit
tee of th~.- Rl'port.c from the seat of The T.error 
in the Uronx. which is sometimes called The Cham

ber of Horrors, also frowned on "re-organization" 
fl· an outworn tBctic. 

"But" f-aid the High Chief Prolet8. .. ~an "some· 
thing must be done." Thi~ weighty contribution 
to the discus.sion ",'as received with much nodding 
of heads. Seeing which the speaker lost his temper 
and cril'd an!ITily~ "~odding your heads will ac
complish nothing. Th~ Left Wing is 6weepin!! the 
Stat!" an~ unl~ we can cope with the situation, 
",e will all ha,~ to go to work ~n future." Such a 
dreacl pos~ibility ~tartled the semi<omrades into 
activity. Surg~tion after sUf!g'N'tion was made 
and rejected until an ex·As.oemblyman, who on ac· 
count of his p'Jlitical expl'ril'nce wall li!'tenl'd to 
v.·ith great attention. SU!'!i!e~ted that all semblance 
of hu~tilitv k dropped townrd.~ the in.ur~ents yet 
tlnre.organized, whlie the "loyal" member~ are 
~pproa('hed N:'Cretly and when sufficient strength 
J~ mu~lered in anyone branch, that branch carry' 
out "re.or~aniz.ation" on its own initiative. 

Semi<omr&dc Karliu immediately '/olunteered 
to t~' this plan in his B~anch, the 4th A. D. It 
appears that Karlin ha~ been ve~' active in this 
l:iranl'h since the be!!"inning of tfte year, ha"ing 
got hi~1f tiected to the Central Committee ,,·hen it 

~ found that the machine WII" ~_~I.n • "holle-an. 
"i'lans were immf'diatelv laid and Ka:lin, after 
much hanJ.shaking hurried from the meeting. His 
fir5t act ""ao; 10 !ioeDd ~ leltl'r to the financial secre
reta~' of the Branch a~king h;.;l to call at h!>- ("-ar. 
lin's I law office. This the finandal secret'IT re
fused to do, su~pecting that Karlin "as goi~g to 
try and com'ince him that political democracy 

Why Political Democracl 
Must Go 

(Cont~nued Irom page 5) 

the Cleveland Aldermen, etc.) were deprh-ed of 
their !If'.a~ in the m05t cynical manner by the capi
talu.~, and thus Social"'t political action W88 com
plete! y null ifiecl. 

But 811 this is nothing to the indirect influence 
exerted upon the people by the capitalist control 
of the churches, the schools' and the press. During 
the war we hdve seen "ery clearly the relation be
tween the great capitalists and the churches and 
r-chools. The capitalists give the mopey which 
supports ~e church and pays the minister; which 
endows the largest universities and pays the pro
f~ors. In some cases, during the war, the State 
Councils of Defense threatened ministers who 
dared to preach against the war; others I~t their 
positions. The Same thing is true, in 8 more glar
ing degree, of the te.Jchers in IChools and uni
versities. The pressure of the capitalist endow
m;:ots, ,be Boards of Directon of Churches and the 
Overseen of the Universities and Schools, forced 
teacber!> and ministers to keep silence, or drove 
them belpleas into a hostile world, wbere (or all 
practical purpoees a complete black·list existed. 
Anrl ~~ the War has ended, this proceu of driv
ing out ecoDomic an~ political beretics .till SoeB 
on, though with increued vigor, uuaer cover of 
the cry of "Bolshomllll." In the public lChools and 
the State Univeraities, also, the aame action takCIB 
nlace, lUId..with even more speed and brutality, 
Jwing to the capitalist control of the political ma
~inery. Thi. is supplemented, in cues wherf' jt g 
awkward or inadvU.ahle to invoke the law, by Iynch
inv and mob-violence provoked by Chambers of 
CoIIUDeI'Ce and ~ational Security Leaguea, and by 
deliberately falaified "investigations," wl>OHl object 
t i. to mi,$~retle'lt the Labor Movemea:t in such 

way at to Hll the Governmental machinery in 
>ion. 

~ prela is a ltill more powerful weapon. The 
.01 of newllpapen, and especially of the popu

lar maguinea, baa -of late years been conceutratc;d 
ia the h8llds of the great capitalistic intereatl, who 

Wli! alright, by ebowinS that under proletarian 
4ictator~hip la",-yen would ~e to death. 

1"othing daunted by hi& fin.t failure 'Karlin in
duced a young comrade, who incidentally \10'88 eleven 
months in arrears "ith his duel', to &Cnd out postal. 
cards calling for a leeret cauc\ll at Karlin's office 
on Ma,' 23. Conscienc:'-stricken at his act this 
young~ier remained a"'ay from the meeting, but 
5Cvl'ral l'emi<omrad~ a~nded. One !luch W88 E,'a 
GIUlt, who had bt'en so broken·hearted by the de· 
feat of both Karlin and London at the last ~lectioWl 
that ~he had rerJained away from the Branch meet· 
ings since last No\-emher. 

In the mu!t)" 1.14' office it W88 dl'Cidt:J to expel 
two of the ~mOl!t anarchistic" members of the 
Branch, one of whom was L~e organizer, and to ·'re· 
organize" the Branch at the coming Friday meeting. 
Lackin~ the pretext that the Branch had joined the 
Left Wing, anoth!"r "illegality" was concocted: fa· 
vo.-ing the Cit~· Committee's call for a Cit) Conven· 
ing the City Committee's ~11 for a City CODven· 
tion. 

Getting ""ind of ,,·hat was happening the Brancb 
officials sent out a cal! for attendance at the Branch 
meeting on the ground that" a few unscrupulous 
mem~r~ are tn-ing to disrupt the Branch." The 
Call aiso carried a notice to this effect, apparently 
mi;taking it for foCmi<omrade Gerber's U!'ual so· 
phistry. The memlwrc of the secret eliUeU!!, how· 
en>r. ""ere "ery much alarmed. nearly coming ·to 
L]n"'!. it if' ~id, mer ",ho c.au&ed the "Ieuk." At 
a hurried gat!lrring before the mf'cting they de
cided to call off the "re.organization" and to hear 
wilh the "most anarchi~tic" members for a whil'! 
longer. 

When the m~-tinJr opened and the letter from 
thl' Cit~· Committt'Je "'1lS re.ad Karlin leaped to his 
feat and ill hi~ ~ legal manner ""arned the Branch 
members that acceptance of the City Committee's 
cal: ,',as i!!cj:tal. a" II~ Slau Committee mig/il at 
any mor.t~nr ltc/art' Ih~ r-~r j,,--1 l'v"~~/uwn g. 
/'gal. Findin~ that the Drdflch was d)"posed to 
Ji, :,~. ~." n,,' n.n!!", the members of the secret 
caucus dec.ioed to "imtruct" the dell'gatef!. So 
much for she ilI~gality of the City Committee! 

A~ the hour ~w late. Karlin and the members 
of the secret caucus became openly elated: the lee· 
ret ,,'as nill theirs. But alas. under new business 
the f\Dancial HlCretary unfolded the details of the 

are content even to !05C! money 10 long lUI th .. 'Y con· 
trol the 8"enu~ of public expr~ion. !\ews is 
practically 8 monopol~' of one great press Bt;socia· 
tion. v .. hich exprel'~ clearly and faithfully the 
great r:apitalu.t point of ,·ie~·. Editors and nporters 
who do not conform 10 thi. view are di6Charged and 
bflycotted; a black-list exi&ts. 

In this way Deln i. practically denied to the 
lahor pres!'. The advenisen are leagued Dot to ad· 
verti!IC in radical papers, so u to make it impossible 
for them to do more than exist. And to cap the 
tlimax, the P~tma!olel·General may exc!ude from 
themailsanypublic.ation which he sees fit, without 
gh'ing any reaJ;on; thw; entailing immense and 
often insupportabll' damage upon the publication 
and its backen, and pre'\'enti, ~ the discussion of 
political and economic questions. 

There'are thm.e wbo NY, ""his is not the fault 
of political deuiocr~·. It is an abuse of democ
racy, ""hich, if remedied, would permit the frl'll! 
exercil!e of the ballot to conquer political power." 
Let it be admitted tlat theae conditions are UDDSU:1l, 

and that in normal times there would be more free. 
dom of exp!1!lllion to the Labor Movement. But 
tJIl1I " just the point-in abnormal times political 
democracy break. down, and it " alwoYJ obnonruJ 
IUnU when the copil.tJlUt clon /t!GrJ thot the worun 
""'1 conq/Ur political pou>e.. The open IIUP

pression of the political power of the worken is 
simply ~ indication of what ~ on lIICOIMfully 
all the time. 

Property is power. Property i. political power. 
Only the abolition of proposrty ~ill _ure the work
ing of real democracy, and only the dictatorship 
of the proletariat can .borAh propmty. 

A majority in Congreaa and the Supreme Court, 
without the dktatorship of the proletariat. will- DOt 
give the worken pow.. The capitalist class d~ 
not control the SlJIte because i~ baa a majority in 
Congreu. I, _ ci _;0"" ia Corasreu, becGuu 
it controll tl~ IIIIIChinny "I UN Suu.e. ander the 
dictatorship of th~ bo1lJ'8"Oiaie. 

The industrial era baa brought with it a cew kind 
of pulitical action, the .ction of the JIIUMlII on the 
economic field, ..trike&, deD\OostratioDll, in.unec
tions. This f..,rm of actiOD is"well known to us, it 
is well-eatabliahed, and even lesaL WbeIl worken 
want a raise of wapi or a decrull of Itoun. ~ 

plot, and moved a reaolutiOll cotwlemning 1Carlia'. 
actio~ , 

Caught pink-handed, the plotters admitted IDe 
charge but tried to make it appear that the whole 
affair "'as merely a joke. Semi-comrade Glatt lh. 
arose to the defen~ She gid that she bad ... 
ceived a letter signed "comrade" calling ha to 
Karlin'. ollice, and, thinking that ill had befall. 
their leader, hastened round to the fiD1nciai .,. 
retary to asl his advice. He told her to go. She 
went and found a few comrades. They had an __ 
joyable time and discuued matters in ~eral. Na
turally "he hlid enquired about the Branch and. 
asked whether matters were "alright." She W. 
t"ld that the Branch was "all Left" and OD ~ 
this di~tressing liews WIi! going to nJIIign but Kao
lin ad\"i!'ed her to wait as the Branch would ~ 
ually be "re-organized." But there WBI no c:aucas, 
and no plot to "re-organize" the Branchl 

This naivt: recital threw the Branch memben 
into roars of laugh~. Karlin then &f0le and said 
the whol~affair wu a joke, but if the Branch ".. 
not dispo!'ed t<l regard it so, thl'll let them go ahead 
and condemn his t"'enty long yean of ~: 
"Shoot if you will this old grey bead .••• " 

A motion was made, at the conclusion of lUI 
harangue, to v.ithdraw all ollicere of the Branch 
",·ho were in,ol\"ed in the secret caucus. Thi.1be.at 
Karlin's remol'al as a delegate to ~ Central C0m
mittee. Ht: ru~hed up to the maker of the motioa. 
demanding to know "What crime have I commit
ted?" So threatening WIi! hi. attitude that the 
comrades ru~hed up to prevent him from breaking 
his "ell·kno,,·n principles, which are oppoeed to 
,;olence. After shout 15 minutes chaos, oed« 
wa~ restored. ID spite of the filibuster l..epl up 
bv Karlin a:rd other conspirators, the motion WIllI 

fi~ally cui-ried. At a su~uent meeting UntndIl 
,,"a~ elected dell'gate to the Central Committee, bat 
""ben hl' attempted to attend the ~ial Ceotral 
Committee on June 11, hI' •.. ~~ refused admitunce. 

0., Fr1dd)' Karim 6 neroiC'bui ,wJle auempflG 
capture the Branch for the Right Wing .. BI ... 

warded by nominating him for the bench from the 
6th A. D., ,,;tbcut the kno1'l'Iedge of the 4th A. D. 
It is hoped that if ~u.fficient Right Wing lawyers 
can he ejected to judeshipi in the fall. they will 
~ able to "lOak" the prominent Lr:ft Winsen for 
luffident "strelches" to enable the .Party to be made 
'we for the Pink, and, in expeptional c:uea, the 
light Red aemi-comradea.. 

do not go to the ballot-boL 1Dey SO on IItrike. 
The pity is that they do not Iee·that thia, too, .. 
the wliy to gain control of the State-. political 
act-and that this is the only way. 

The only power which the caPi:!tJ«:1n!I" ca-
not oppoSe is the organized aDd • actiaa fIl 
the proletarian ID8III. 

The Telescope 

THE Call has discovered that the~t Wing II 
compo&eJ of a bunch of banken, u.t ..... 

nates, and corporation directon JIl.BllClU«ading ill 
the overall!l of the proletarian. Now we are pa:iDJ 
at the real rt:.36OD for the lU1I~ion of the 8eftD 

federatio~-they are SWlpected of beiDg oapitalilla! 

• • • 
Pathnic FipreJ, No.3: Julius Gaber OM"'i. 

the prooeeds from the aale of duet ItaIpL 
• • • 

The Society of the Common_lth Center, .... 
ganization within .the diaorsanization. which COlt

trois ti,e IIO-called People's House, h. ~pliaMd 
another victory for the sood ola democratic priD
ciples, which we hear 80 mneb about in Tite Call. 
of free speech and free UlelDhlap by nl ........ 
auditorium to the City Conwatie& 

• • • 
"rhe SocitlliM ill not tUting RiPt y' p. 

oip)"" NY' tha: organ in its I .. ~ -,.: ... 
don't blame it; the Risht Wing .... DO priacipJa, 
or for that matter prim:ipala either, CGiiiMICJ ....... , 
it would be bard for TlteSocMlu. to ........... ... 

• • • 
But we don't 'WUlt to _ bard _ T"- ScIOi-U" 

aDd we flJiU NY that. oataide of rite c.u, it ~ 
.. ' aear IIt.atiD! DOthiDg .. is ........, .-We 

• • • 
, .. Let the dead put bury ita daM" ..,. :rite s. 

citJ"'. We suppoee this ia DOt notice ~ the ftiPl 
Wing olice-hol~ are soms iDto the I ...... a! .... .... • • • 

We 8UIP"l that they make it • oo-opll'lltift .,.. ..... 



s- or 
tIl . ~. t· n •• j]GV®uU . i@~ary ~®CI~ '!~sm 

The National Executive Committee of the Socialist Party has decided to exterminate the revolutionary 
elemenu in the party by expelli.q them. 

It i. following the bourgeoia tactic. of Local New York, the committee that .m .. bed the Party locally 
by expelling ZZ branches. 

The State Executive Committee of New York h .. appointed a committee of three (!) with full power to 
expell any local that become. Bolahevik and adopt. tne Left Wing Program: Local. Queen., Rochester, Buffalo, 
Utica and King. are about to be expelled. Bronx ia to be re-or,anizecl. 

The Party i. going left. The revolution againat reaction b ..... wned gigantic proportiona. The mem
benhip ia determined in iu support of Wlcompromi.ing revolutionary principles. 

Morri. Hillquit wanta ~e deeka deared. He .. ka for a .plit. in the Party. He repudiates the Third In
ternational 

Beaten by the membership the old leaden of the National Executive Committee diaregard the Party ref
erendums. It declares the vote. of the rank and fUe void. 

The N. E. C. repudiates the Third Intemation~ the-Intemational of the Bollbeviki, after the PartJ 
members by an overwhelming majority have voted to affiliate and participate. 

Repudiate tileR brutal, \!:.,~~., a.s..d o:.=".i".":'i"$ipled tactics. 

Rally DOW to the .upport of Socialiam in America.. 

Help the Left Wing carry on iu ligbt for revolutionary principl ... 

The Left Win; carries on the ligbt for the r&Dk and 6Ie. 

It carri~. on the light for the 40,000 membera of the .even foreign federations of the PartJ that haft 
been expelled becauae they were FOREIGNERS and BOLSHEVIKS. . 

THE LEFT WING PUBUSHES 

The New York Communist 
the paper that in America enDunciates the communist principles and wbole beartedly .upporb the Bolaheviki of 
Ru .. ia and the Spartacan. of Germany. 

The Left Wing i. being attacked now on all .iclea by the reactionaries in the party, by the New York 
Call, by the capitaliat ;;real and by the GovernmeoL 

MONEY HAS BEEN SPENT AND MORE IS NEEDED. 

To wipe out our debt, to continue the pubUcation of The New York Communiat and to continue to carry 
on tbia important light we appeal for $5,000. 

SHOW THE RIGHTS WHERE OUR MONEY COMES FROY! 

Sead c:oatributiaaa to 

MAXIMILIAN COHEN, 43 W. 29th S~ at once 

$5,000 for a united party on revolution
ary principles-a solid front against capi
talism - victory for the working! class. 


