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4,000 Years in Prison - That is the total of sentences “{gwen political prisoners - It means one hundred lives

ct!

In our minds eve, every square inch of these United States
ds paved with good resol'utmns passed by worlkers.
. LOOK AND YOU«AN SEE THE MILLIONS OF ’I‘HEM
YOURSELF'

- Whereas and whereas and therefore be it resolved.

AND THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED—and the seeond
the last word of the resolution was read every word of it
was forgotten.

Are we agaimst reLsolutlonls? No—«brut we are FOR AC-|

'.DION ‘
" Befiore action can be taken action must be planned.
And before action can be planned, action must be decided

Resolutions passed by the workers in the interest, of the
worlkers, if they are to be worth more than simply the ink they
are written in,

a call to amaiss the workers, so that by their power they win|
* their idemands.

The fortmala then is this—DECIDE WHAT TO DO—
PLAN HOW TO DO IT—CARRY OUT THE PLANS.

‘Resolutions. decide what we must. do. The reason the mil-|]

lions of resolutions passed by the workers have not been

- effective 1s becanse the second step im the formula, namely to

plan how o do what is decided upon, is never taken.

AND BECAUSE OF THIS, ACTION IS NEVER HAD.

WE ARE FOR ACTION!

The working class ran have anything it wants if it ACTS
unitedly ipohtmally and industrially. United action at any
time for the release of political prisoners would be fpolnhwl

action. United actiom by the workers must be had if political |,
prnsomer!s are aigain to take their place beside us as comrades |3
-in ‘the cause that knows no defeat.

Debs has given his answer. ¢‘ All or none’’ So it shall be.
“We have always been glVen to the principle of ““ALL

. 'I‘_OGETHER”

But we wanted to save I)@b“’ hfe

DEBS WILL D1E IN PRIbON-—a'nd so will many others
—others who have been sa'ntencod to ten, tw entv, thmvtv vears
—UNLESS—

.WE GET ACTION! o :

To get action we have planned to tour a number of speak-
ers to the labor unions in the larger cities. We shall ‘appear be-
Tore ‘thetm with a request for help—help net in svmpathy or

prison gates and free all political prisoners.
DOWN TOOLS—that’s the slogan.

, Dowzn tools, look your masters squarely in the face, point:
your finger toward Atlanta,- Leavenworth Alcatraz and say

—“OPEN".
~ And so we again call upon you to assist and keep on

-agisting im the nrnh:mmames

‘Have you a LIBERATION FUND

LIST?

If you hafVie, zet the dollars from yvour fellow workers
and acquaintances AT ONCE.
If you have not, send for one AT ONCE.
DOLARS ARE NEEDED.
- Many dollars are needed—thousands of them.

REMIT NOW! And next we will report to you our action|

in the Liberators’ campaign to GET ACTION from the work-
ers, all of whom we know are READY to do all thev can to
FREE DEBS and ALL POLITICAL PRISONERS.

BROWN TO SHARTS

ing, sweeping, consuming flamres of the
pending revolution by whieh all capi-
talists shall be hurned from the eartin
and all gods from the sky, a burning
pon which the galvation of tke wor

My dear Comrade:

Your article about the visit of the
Liberators committee to ‘the . grean

sacrificed to capitalist imperialism - Let not a day, let not an hour go by w1thout a blow for their Liberation.

must decide upon ACTION. They must comtain |

- And mow Debs has chogen to die in jailiWe bow 1o hw’
i howe. _Onlv_ one fin. a n;ghon'men is macn enough to maﬂ(e a
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Thms action has been made possable -b‘
X of the hundreds of comrades who have: g
by uws these last few trving months am:
work and self denial conbrlbute'd over: $4 000 00 for the
=1 purchase of the printing plant.

& Early last spring we opened a campa;gn for twenty
B thomsand subscribers. We hoped that with this list of rea
5| ders to be able t_o mafke the Oh1ov Somalhfst twice a week

twoved o take up. the campaign for $1(
- amid prmumg* plamL ﬁor ﬂ\e Ohlo Sreclah
W) ﬂi ! i

J',\/JL\A! T

he igenerosity
Toyally stood
¥ their hard

i

o

5

' erffom’t an)d our mal'hng list was daubled ina 'very sho!r't

X while. From a list of 6,000 we mounted ¢ 13,000. Then
B came the White Terror of the camtahst lais beginning
[B with the notable first.of May. v g‘

B Tt wage then the capitalist printers of Olevelarmd re-
X fusad to publish the Ohio Socialist. Wlthput an hour’s
if)‘ notice we were told they would not printfor us. At the’

" Jast moment we were able to make ‘alﬁra%‘lge«ments with

X Local Dayton, Socialist Party, whereby 1W& were able
§1 to primé on their press. This am'angem \ was very un-
" satisfactory on account of the drstance and added ex-
521 pense of expressage.

;3 For the last few weeks we have beem lpr_ tmg on an aut
15l of dabe press in Cleveland. But this tvo,# _ery unsatis-
5 factory. The press is old, nearly worn out. It frequently
% callls a strike of ibs assembled parts and refuses to either
work or wallk out. It has learned to perfeetion the art of
& ‘“striking on the job‘¢. It is because of _t] trying con

B ditions, and realizing that the Party: own its own

5 press if ¥ was to continue thampered great work

| of educalion and organizing the worlke We

October 1st; over $4,000.00 has been contributed for this g
purpose. This gemerous support assures us that we can g
rely upon our comrades to stand by us until- our press is g
paid for and a full and up rto date printing equipment 5

s acquired.

The capitahst ola\ss'i{s organizing to defeat the work- {9
ers. We may soon expect capitalist printers to refuse to <
print our publications. Unless we are prepared to pub- [
lications. Unless we are prepared to publish our own i
papers, books, pamphlets and leaflets, our propaganda [
will suffer gu'eaﬂy and the development of workingclass

power will receive a set- back
injury.

We have ordered a press of sufficient capacity to %

print a daily.
A linotype must be install
and other pqulfpmenft added as
‘We are preparing for no

but of the fmture. We wust prepare to make the Ohio E
Socialist a greater and still greater power in the work-
ing-class fight for emancipation. We hope that when our
new press 1s set up we will be able to print a semi-weekly

And now comrades, and w

Party member and evomy sympathizer, every cla;ss con-

seious worker—we say this:

thing within our power to make the Ohio Socialist a

bigger, better paper; a more
workens in the class struggle.
to help ws realize our aims. ¥
You bave helped before. But

must nelp. again, Tt is your fight and as you fight so do
you deserve to win. Therefore take up the matter of se-
curing funds for the new press among yvour comrades and
fellow worlkers. Give another dollar toward it. Get a com-
- - rade to do the same. Don’t let the press fund drive lag; ]
" for mow that the press is ordered, it MUST BE PAID Bt
FOR. Let’s have your dollar—NOW :
g Aisw L\ght-m.adum -\”iawamﬁ tu wm FRIEEY

that will be a tremendous [

ad just as S0on as possible, PS
funds permit. Eg
Hd

t only the needs of today
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¢ mean every reader, every %
I
i
we are going to do every 5
@
powerful weapon for the &
We want-every one of you e
or they are your aims too. %
the fight is not won. You p3
@
e
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: Berlm, A1 st B0,
T iis impuessible:te desery ‘blank
pessimisin which ‘i¢° all gmi 'x=}xrer_sdl
m ‘Germany ‘today.. People hope-
Tes, without Taith sn God, the ymhws
thedr rulers, 'the Alfies, or the n~.i

in capltahs"m or Bolshevism;
mecracy, rewolutioe, or momarciy.

CONTRIBUTION

jthey are oo itired and hakf-starwe.

carc, The caspdl visitor to- B:
Frankfurt, or other Germem .citses
dav finds Tittle .ehanged—the stres

the eafes cmded

the main -streets gav.- Bebind e

ness of ~the Germsus cam know.
T4 ¢ stavtling fo find & cons ant

jand then to utter chaos. “‘If only we

Spartan is profoundly interesting and
deeply touching. Mrs. Bgown and I
read it together, T dcidg “the reading,
and T could hardly proceed betause of
blinding tears.

She fecls that "dear Gene should
have taken the chance of getting out
hy sigring, but' I am glad that he de-
clined.

He\will live longer in pnnsou \‘Jlih
ithe approval of his <cnscience, than
he would at home without it; and, in
any case, under present conditions, his

" Lurning soul will do more where it 1

than it could do where we would like
to bhave it towards spresding the ris-

is ‘depcndent, for otherwise it must be

Tost, . ;

'The, v1rtppus mnn,

Who, great in his humility, as kmgs

Are little in their grandeur; he who
leads )

Invineibly a life of resolute good,

And stands amid the silent dungeon
depths

More free and fearless than the tremb-
ling judge,

Who, clothed in venal power, vainly
strove

To bind the impassive spirit.—Shelley.

Wm. M. Brown
Galion, Q.

" Good News from New York

Organization work in the Communist Labor Party is
speeding forward in a most encouraging manner, A teleg'ra.m
just received from New York gives thls good news:

National Headquarters
Comiunist Labor Party.

°

2

In addition to other branches already reported to you,
the following have joined the Communist Labor Party: In|;
‘Manhattan the 1st and 2nd Russian Branches; the 3rd, bth,
10th and 17th A. D.; three German anches rganization
formed in the 8th A. D Bronx, 3rd Russian Branch; German
Branch: 3rd and 4th A. D. organizing. In New Jersey, 1853
Russian Branch and the Newark Fort Lee Branch.

Benjamin Gitlow.

‘lerd of n?l
(8

{a condciensneéss of the im.. liag .of

tlre :abyss. Fou “find- all seaw: of ‘men
— Professer ‘Nieolai, for mistance—
looking ferward to the worst winter
of the war and to a victory .of the
workingsmen'is «¢ouncils (soviets)
its eonsequence, then to their failere,

bad leaders,”’ ‘began a wvoumg -doctor
who sat with B8 ‘‘Leaders don’t
count any mare, Nicolai breke ua.
“Tt 33 anly the mass. It can &o
whatever it wills, and as in every
eonntry the mass is stupid and blind
and withont ingelligence.?”” In Russia
the  Revolution (ushered in, a radiant
hopes. Fiven the Belsheviks
have a %ind of religious fervor. In
Germany the - Nevember revoluiidn
brought a glimmer' of light, hut since
then the right has steadily deepened.
The revolutionary leaders themselves
make no glowing promises, They say
with Nicolai: ‘‘The revolution - will
eome, not from idealistic motives, but
from harsh economic pressure, from
the bitterness of despair: 'and omee i%
comes, it will be impossible to control
it 3

You hear little complaint of the
treatv. It i3 accepted with a curious
combination of fatalism and convict-
ion that it cammot endure. You 1ind
no intention to resist it,  simply a
calm assumption that it cannot pos:
©itly be executed. Nationalists papers
dep]ore the ‘‘gbsence of national sell-
conciousness’’ jwhieh takes territorial
amputations with sueh a shrug.’ The
only provision mueh discussed is that!
concerning coal.

Aeccording to the treaty, Germany
s to dehx\er forty million tons of
ecal per year to the FEntente, hegin-
ning 1 September. The Frankfurter
Zeitung caleulates that this leaves
T‘ermam ahout thirty million tons of
anthracite per \vear for her own use
— less than a fifth of ler peace-time
annual consumption. Germany produc-
ed '191.500.000 tons -in 1912, and used
171.000.000 tons at home. If she loses
Upper Silesia as well a5 the Saar and

a Bit dirtier, ‘the policing laxer; bt
Jthe theatres fiill,

facade is @& despmr smch a5 e L
{peeople with the mtense sclf-ce. '~ &

a8

itons, leawing ‘her, -at h@zr peaee -time
rate of jpreductien, 126800,000 tons.
But ithe Uowered strength and :preduct-
vty -0f German workers, the -shorter
-worl:houre, and the intemnittent strik-
'es. whidh even Herr Nmske ‘has been
\m:éb;e itatdlly -to suyppreds, have re-
Weedt ithe (production -#o fiffy-five
er w®ent. that of  peie-times, -or
bout. seventy niiflion “teMts per year,
nd it rizeatens o ‘becomhe less ‘still.

*he ;peace tireaty @bligates: Germany to
deliver mowe than 'half -of :thiste the
Entente. Assuming: thatthe amputated
regicas -acecunted for 2. gnarter of
tha - 8041 consumptisu - of 11913 — prob-
Libly @ large figure — her :need -would
'be for 143(060:000 tons a wear. Against
‘this whe -will ‘have -thirhy, Germany
will ‘have scaréély enmough .codl ‘to
rzun 1the rdilways-or redueed -scheddles
without proviiding. sfor theating homass
or runsing imdustries.

Many . communes are laying in -sup-
JRies . of wool -for hensehold use, and
ke proituction - of Hgmith fortunapely
is mot. so catastrophically slight .as
thet of :codl. But -small dependence
can be placell upon #the -s¢hemes for
recruiting . regxments of volunteer mii-
‘nerg—especially when labor
suck Gplans ‘as capitalist camoutlage —
and Germany dis face to Tace with the
faet that che camnhof mackon an .suf-
ficiext cosl even o operate her rail-
ways and warm- her heohses, without
buginwing (o supply bat industries.
Low as. is the presemt opération -of her
factories, the general expectation .is
tltat more tham half the faetories mow
in ophration will hawe t6 «lose down
next winter for lack of coal. The eoD-
sequences of the resultant -anempley-
ment and  diseentent ea&i onfy  be
guessed.

The food situation is ehghtl'v better
Prices are high, but fats and flour are
beg*mnmﬂ to come in. The week T
arrived in Berlin the city was flooded
with American. chocolate — the first

thipments since the lifting of the
blockade, Cripples—legless, armless,
noseless; or eternally shaking ~ their

diseased heads—ard old womén and
iittle children, and worse still, hedlthy-
hodied ex-soldiers with nothing better
to do, shouted at omne on every street
corner, even out in the-suburbs, ¢ Amner
ican cliocolate — tem marks a cake!”’
People bought it — at what to them
was $5.00 a pound. The Tirst ehocolate
in years—no other city ‘ever sold so
much chocolate in six months as was
sold in that- frst week in. Berlin,

In this desperate situation—high
faod prices, coal shortage,” forced uu-
employment — the social revolutionar-
ies see -their -hope. The political re-
volution workingmen will tell vou that
but  workingmen will tefl you that
they have been cheated of the social
revolution. Steps ‘have been taken

regards)

[enough. It may be menzce or salva

Te Land f Black palr

soviet system is pictuged in sharp con-
trast as something truly proletarian
and, whatever its defects, at least
ccqualizing. Your German workman is
very bitter about the revelries of the
rich, determined that the present in-
equalities shal not persist, unwilling
to toil on for the benefit as ke sees
it, of people who do met 4oil beside
him, You find the sanre femper in the
scores of socialist and communjst
pamphlets which are .om sale ou every
news-stand, im the posters :amd stick-
erg posted throuwgh the eities; in the
mestings of workingmen :and women,
of workers’ <children, of gevolmtionary
stadents,

Revolts ame spasmodic wheougout
‘Germuny today, bwt they :are mot pro- |8
duets of delnbermbe underground camp-
aigme of agitation; they ‘break -out
ag»amst the will of the leallers grow-
‘ing -cut of the desperakemess of pres-
ent misery. When Ham‘bltrg spusage-
makers are, camght nsing <at-meat, the
city goes temgwrari&v Boldhevik; ‘when
CVicmnitz is breadiess feor week%, 114
1evoibs. The mevelts arxe put down
With monotonoms Gratality hy Noske’s
half ‘midllion’ veluntesr .guaxds.

In -the German militatism «of today
‘there s no menace 4o France. The
sew German army, mafe up of prof-
wssional officers, of woung ‘boxs who
[have been through five iwears - ‘of war
fever without seeing war realifies, .and
-apempleyed mer i desperste mecd of
steady pay, may stubbornly fly ‘the
flag of the old regime, but it is
‘directed s{gamst eommunist uprisings
at home. The ubiguitous wxecrniting
posters, -caliling upon wvelunteers to 8e.
fend law @nd order, all raising tae
scarecrow of Bolshevism, are wvidenee

tion o Germanv but it #s not&mu to
i France.

The prophcts of social lrevolu on in
flermany — ¥rnst Daumig, Richard
Muller, Xurt Geyer, Ledebour, the Left
Wing Jndependents and’ the Commu-
nists, are praying for the demobiliza-
tior. which the treatv promises, in the
hope ‘that if Noske’s army is reduced
to -100.000 the ‘revolution may bhe
bloodless. Thev are sure it is coming.
'The next revolution may - find them
readier. In November, 1018 the change
was personal rather  than organie,
Mext winter may find a national net-
work of workingmen’s couneils, hom-
ogeneously ormmwed propared to
tuke over. the i'unctlons of govern-
ment and operate as an effective na-
tional soviet system. The Communists
and Independent Socialists are working
to that end, but their bitter feud
with the old Socialist party retards|’
their progress.

Workingmen’s, peasants’, and sol-
diers’ councils were formed anarchi-
cally in 1918 — some by self- -appoint-

the Aachen reglons a8 coal sources,

|she lotes 50412,

3156634 mllhon

toward socialization, 'but “ithey have

N

e

heen faltermg steps, and the Ruﬂsxan"ocaahst partles, some hy shrewd emp-

loyers or old regime officers. "There
‘are ne soldiers’ councils in the army
today; the peasants’ councils have
died of inanition; asd there are two
sote of weorkingmen’s counecils. The In-
‘dependents  and Communists have
seceded from the » a t i o n a I
councils, controlled by the Right Wing
-Jocialists, and the Right Wingers and
Democrats bave seceded from the Ber-
lin -organization, controlled by the
more radicals groups. The Right Wing
greup has gowernment sub31d1es and
cecupies government -offices the
‘Oemtral ‘Commeil of Workingmen's
Gaunecils is in the old Prassian House
-of Lords! Neske periodically raids or
faracsts the -other group, and thereby
wives them added power in the wor-
King -dlass. The Independents now con-
trol the vast majority of Berlin work-
men and $he ‘Saxon kedustrial field,
aad are threetening to win control in
‘Westphalia and elsewhere. Utterly
disregarding the Government’s propa-
sed laws megarding ~comncils, they are
pmoceedmg %o eall ‘now elections for
workingmen’s  commcis throughout | i
(mermanv, ‘in which the factory will
he the basie unit rather than a
ographical Gistrict, -and only employed
booad or hand workers may vote rather
then any -one with .z income ander
ten thowsand marks. Their . streagth
Ievedled itecif on July 21 when the
independents called o gezeral sfrike;
the Right Wing Socimlists denounced
tt, Bbut the sirike wwas general

Mo immedfiate betterment of the
workingman’s easomomic position s
foreosen ‘as wesult -«6f this secial Tev-
olution — only um .equalization of
misery., Werkimgmen swould be quart-
ered in the half-empty homes of the
rich — so much may %o accomplished

i Chrxst

.vsion of the Paris

Europe Has More
Falth in Marx then
in Christ.

Col. Robbins tells Ministers in dis~
cussion of American Economic
Problems,

““Out of Russia comes a challenge
that - 1s more vital and fundamental
than the issue which confronted the
wegtern world in the autumn of 1914
Though ‘the challenge comes from
Russia it is not peculiar.to that coun-
try. It is a challenge that représents
the ecrystalization of the protest of
the disinherited against a class siate;
a class chureh and a class economic
order as they have existed.’’
Extending hid arms to quiet tlle
applanse of 200 clergymen upon his
introduction, Col. Raymond Robbms,
former Red Cross leprcsent.xtlve in
Russia, thus announced what he con-
siders the paramount Jissue in “‘The
Church’s Outlook in the Present So-
cial and Tndustrial Unrest.””

Before the ministers of the Cleve-
land Federation of Churches at a
luncheon September 20th in FRuclid
Avenue BRBaptist church, Col. Robbins
outlined conditions in Russia ag he
saw them in his service abroad as 2
Red Cross worker, and pointed out
the challenge to the American eco-
nomic order with the prophecy that
““unless America ean produce a better
system for the welfare of Thumawm
Iife than that coming out of Russia,
America is doomed.”’

Mearty applause and choruses of
*‘amens’’ hy the eclergvmen punet-
nated the noon address by Col. Rob-
bins. The speach came uat the close
of the foremoon program in which the
ministers were addressed on indus-
trial and soejal questions.

““ America is at present the only na-
tion whese institutions are wvalid
enongh to meet the challenge of the
world’s unvest,”’ asserted Col. Rob-
bins.

‘“We have the eapacitv if our intel-
ligence is equal to ovr resourees.

““This protest of the: disinherited
against state, church and ecenomie

|6rder ‘of ‘the class regime expresses
‘the. loss - of falth.m those mstx tions

'Bﬁe ,@02 8 of

aﬂ the;? ;
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¢‘Britain, even under Lloyd George,
hag not been able to eunforee the
yuhlic law in the cases at Liverpool,
Belfast and Dover bhecause the
nas not had the supporting sentiment
of the mass of people. Clemenceaun’s
romored retirement upon the conclu-
peace conference
and the strength of the socialist fol-
lowing in France are but other sig-
nificant straws in the current of the
world’s history. Italy is masquerad-
ing over a potential voleano.

¢‘The fundamental characteristics of
weakness in this 'European situation
is: that the masses, 93 per cent.
of the people, have been betrayed by
the classes, the other 7 per cent.,,
and have lost faith in the instituttens
of state, church and ceonomie order.’”

Three dangers Col. Robbins pointed
out in the American eeonomic order
with the statement that the point of
stress in  the presemt wunrest is in
economic conditions. )

“I have been a laborer and ¥ am
now, in a small measunre, & capitalist,’”
the speaker continued.

““‘In my bovhood days I worked as
3. coal miner twelve' howrs 2 day and
seven days 8 wceek at the rate of $t
a day. But from my gold mining in
Yukon, I have been able to qualify
as a small capitalist. So I have had
experience on both sides of the pres-
ent issue.

¢‘Capitalistic production has shown
in the last two years that it is equal
to the demand made upon it. The
keen competition of free industry is
#n economic asset. It is only when
capital attempts to monopohze to eut;
off the incentive of competitive pro-
duction, that it becomes dangerous

‘‘Regarding labor as a commodluy‘
is the second danger. We must re-~
member that the rmhts
sre the rights of propcrty, but thaf
the rights . of labor are those of per-
sons. That is fundamental personal
rights are superior to those of proge
erty in any clash of the two.’’

Quoting from Llnco]n’s first mess..
age to congress in December, 1861.
ol Robbms asked for a show oﬁ,

before winter even by the bourgeois
munieipal’ govesmments of Berlin and

(‘harlotvenbnrg, ‘whieh, however, will
Fay Fer them, -as -the Communlstb
would mnot.. The unheaMay gniety of

Berlin-West and the Fncdnchstrasse
wonld end. And in '3 eommunity of
poverty” they wounld start to rebuild
on a new and fairer - basis. So they
bieture it—they, the msst hopeful
group “in all Germany. A  Verzwei-
flung,sre‘voll&aon they call it—a revo-
lution growing out of desperation,
Whether the hungry workmen who
have got out of the habit of steady
work, will work harder or more regu-
larly for a comumunist government, is
4 question.

One comes out of Germdny utterly
at sea, uncertain of the fulure. Ash-

sors’ barely ehanged. Old- values have
gone by the board.
that  if Fntente diplomacy were 2

little shrewder and less revengeful, it ]

ment, some on nomination by the two

hands from these who knew the aubor.
thip and securcd hut a scand half:

dozen in response:

‘‘Labor is prior g md indepen-
dent of eapital Capital is only’
the fruit of labor and could never
kave existed if labor had not first;
existed. Labor is the superior of
capital and deserves the .
highest econsideration.’>

in emphasizing this
gquotation fron
eIe;mlbOI“ the speaker indorsed lth;
rike as an instrument to ef "
Lttentwn of capital, o compel the
‘A strike is a
those who won’t
other,”” he asserted,

much

school kept for
learn in any

men’s salaries have decupled; profes- thThe tendency o trast foree rather

an anustlco was cited ae the thirg

grave daunger i
Yet one suspeets |, order ger in the existing econom-

‘‘Reliance on the power of the bay-

might still save the ol  business lz]'retv should - bé placed secondary to

regimo. e rule of reason. The bayonet is
an  emergeney instrum

From The Naﬁon. as such should it be usgél t” and only

law

of capitall ‘

I e :ﬁm....‘.‘_\s.'\.,.g, tex il
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~ THE THREE C

The convention of the old Socialist Party began
. with a belligerent apology by the national seeretary,
Adolph Germer. The couvention of the Left Wing be-
gan with a great singing of the ‘Internationale,’’
three cheers for Kevolutionary Socialism; three cheers
for the Russizn Soviet Republic, three cheers for
Debs, and threc cheers for the 1. W. W. The con-
~ vention of the Communist Party began with an
announcement that ‘‘the management committee has
decided that there shall be no smoking during the
convention,’’ followed by an aceurate rendition of
" tbe ‘“Internationale’’ with full orchestra and brass.
These different ways of beginning were charae-
geristic. In the old S. P. convention, the *‘‘parent
body,”? the emotional tone was a little apbdlogetic
+ througkont, a little wan and anxious, and yet at
the rame time indignant of eriticism — about what
you might expcet of the mother of twins,
" The Left Wing convention—which Dbecame the
Commuuist Labor Party — had a little of the
(uality ef a revival mceting: The delegates were
always singing and shouting and feeling that the
true faith was about to be restored in their hearts
and homes. At least thev were, until the Program
Committee made its report, training some big guns
from the Manifesto of the -'Phird Internatiomal on
them, and they realized that they must either put

their names to a program of deliberate, hardheaded

revolutionary science, or go baek where they cams
from. They tock a long, hard breath then, and moss
of them ‘‘came through,”’ but they did not come
through singirg. .
The Communist Convention—more properly called
.‘the Blaviec-American Communist Convention—was
characterized throughout by a spirit of “youthful but
sophisticated efficiency. It was a cousciously expert
e¢onvention. Tt showed the rest of them what a
convention oughi to be. It was almost imeredibly
neat and clean and regular.:I was sitting there sonic
time before the formal opening, ddmiring the way
the big sheets of heavy vellow paper were spread
over the delegates’ tables and folded and tacked
underneath; T was admiring the smooth high railing
- of new wood whicl divided the delegates’ stails from
the andiencc room at the back; in particular I was
admiring the soda-water fountain shine and polish on
the white oil-eloth which covered the press-table
where [ had lsid my hat; T was just reflecting that
these things had surely Deen prepared and arranged
by an unmarried lady of advanced vears, when a
young Russian comrade came up with"a damp cloth

end .asked me kindly to remove my hat so that le

could ‘‘elean’’ that oil-cloth!

A Little History

Ta order to understand how these
came to be, and what they came to be, it is necessary
to apply the mind to some rather complicated history.
T will generalize that history as clearly and fairly
a8 I can

There have always been elements in the American
Socialist Party who were more revolutionary than

"the majority, and in a state of continual protest
. mgainst the official counduet of the party. They were
" nore dovoted to the principle of the class struggle,
dess willing to waste energy in office-seeking, re-
formism, and parliamentarism. They believed in the
1, W. W, They believed in -the Communjst Manifesto
of 1848, Thes: elements were for the most part
- distinetly American; they were never very coqspic-
wous in the ‘‘foreign’ federations’’ affiliated ‘with
the American party. And a'so they were never very
strong. )
© The proicineian revolution in Russia and the
swrounding countries—proving the literal truth of
almost -évery Word in.the Cethmunist Manifesto —
- gave them theit strength. It sont -4~ wavé of-militant
or Bolshevik, or Coninmunist, “Socialism around the
world. And this wave natarally reached the Slavie
tederations first, and affeeted them the most, They
baecame almost unanimously and .automatically Bol-
shevik. At the same time their membership increased
enormously—the gospek.being accepted by thousands
of new recrunits, both through a genuine emotion not
norelated to palriotism, and through expediency, it
being generally understood that a Russian would
not amovnt {o much .at home unless he had been
a socialist here. This .very willing membership was
organized into a magnificent political machine by
the brainy officials of.t%e Slavie Federations, and
it suplied botl. revolutionary will and revolutionary
power to ihe scattered elements of the American
1eft Wing. .
_~ 'These officials were able to cast the vote and
- appropriate the funds of about 40.000 out of the
100.000 members of the Socialist Party. They made
Lounis C, Fraina’s paper, The Revolutionary Age, and
“its wide circulation, possible. They made it possible,
in spite of the Postoffice censorship, to carry the
» *‘Left Wing Manifesto and Program,’’ and the motto,
*‘Capture the Puarty for Revolutionary Socialism,'’
.inte ihe hands of almest every Soecialist in the
country. No one can estimate the amount that this
. Eropaganda accomplished — as compared with the
' direct effeet of the European revolutions upon the
" party membership — but it is certain that by last
May or June on overwhelming majority of American ,
Roelalists wore committed to the Left Wing Program
in general, and the Slavie Federatjons formed the
Bolid and weil-organized heart of this majority.

That all sounds very simple, but it was not so
simple. Ju the first place the Left Wing took t¢ it-
self a degree of organization and autonomy, which
gave the Right Wing officials who econtroiled the
party, plenty of emotional, and not a ‘few legal,
grounds for expelling Left Wing members. The Slavic
Federations were expelled in a body; the State of
Michigan was expelled; other states, locals, branches
and members were expelled. The mbmbership of the
party was reduced by and during these proceedings
-—according to the report of its own secretary —
from 109.000 to 39.000. ,

In the second place, the leaders of the Slavie
Federations — partly as a resuit of their expulsion,
partly thdough -« thinly veiled nationalistic egotism,
and partly through a sincere if somewhat theological
_.desire to exclude all wavering or ‘‘centrist’’ eloments
from the new organization, decided at the natiomnal
Left Wing conference in June, that the idea of
capturing the American Socialist party, or even
attempting to capture it, was wrong, and that a
call should be issued for the immediate organization
of a ‘Communist Party.’’

In ‘the third place . the expelled ‘‘Michigan
Orowd’’— although really too political-minded to
. be ealled communists—joined with the Slavie Fede-
rations in this particular demand, and the Federation
‘Loaders made every use of this increase of their
-voting power in the Left Wing, although privately
condemning the Michigun ideas and intending to
suppress them when it came time to adopt a plat-
form. :

Even so, however, they were unable to control the
JT.eft Wing conference. It decided by a considerabie
- majority to adhere to the original program of captur-
ing the party, aud it clected a ‘‘Left Wing Council”’
~to carry this out. The Slavic Federation and the
. ¢“Michigan crewd’’ then decided to ignmore the de-
_.eision of the conference and eall a Communist Con-
» vention, whether -the rest of the Left Wing agreed
»40 do it or not. ) B
¢ 'The meajorify of the ‘*Left Wing Council,’’ to-
. gether with the Revolutionary Age— the organ of tha
..whole movement—denounced them as ‘‘traitors’’ for
a week or two, but then suddenly capitulated in the
middle of the snmmer, abandoned the slogan, *‘Cap-

" . ture the Party for Revolutionary Socialism.’’ upon

which their paper had built up its constituency and
_mnited thé American revolutionaries, and joined in
' ¢he call for an immediate Commuxuist Convention to
meet in Chicago on feptember 1st. _

.-+ This <udden change -.of front occurred -so late
that there was no- time left, even if there had beem
& moral possibility, for thosze who had united upon
the originul plan Lo unite upon the change. For better
or worse, the Left Wing was split into two camps,

.impossible to decide that questjon now. The

conventions

HICAGO

By Max Eastman in The L.iberator.

Ou the one hand there were the heads of the
Slavie Federatjcns and the Michigan Socialists, with
the Revolutinnary Age and all the National Machin-
ary of the Left Wing organization, in the hands of
Louis C. Fraina of Boston, I, E. Ferguson of Chicago,
C. E. Ruthenberg of Ohio, Maximilian Cohen of New
York, Joon Ballam of Massachusetts, Hiltzik of the
Jieft Wing Jewish Federatjon, Jay Lovestone, Rose
Pastor Stokes and a few other non-Slavic delegates.

On the other hand, adhering to the original pro-
cram of attempting to capture the party, there was
the minority of the National Left Wing Council,
Ben Gitlow and John Reed of New York, with
other’ prominent Socialists of the Left like
Kate Greenkalgh (Kate Sadler) of Washington, Jo=
Celdwell of Rhode Tsland, Fred Harwood of New
Jorsey, Max Bedaeht of California, Jack Carney of
Duluth, Wiiliam Bross Lloyr of Chicago, Ludwig"
Lore, Editor of the Volkzeitung of New York, Mar-
garet Prevev of Ohio. Tichenor of Bt. Louis, Owens
of Illinois, Wagenknecht of Qhio, Katterfeld of In-
diana, Mrs. Harmon of Xansas, and 92 other deie-
pates from 22 States. To this group there -was also
promised the adherence of the Italian Socialist Fede-
1ation, and the Seandinavian and Left Wing German
IPederations, together with 19 Slavie TFederations
who were expelled from the major organization for
resisting the machine. o

Each of these groups wounld like to think that -

the rack aud file of the American Communist mov-
ement was represented in its convention. But it is
rank
and file mever had time to consider and aect upon
the issue between them. It was a division among
lcaders. and a very vague and queer omne too. Dele-
gates were wandermg from one convention to another
under indefinite instructions, or ne instructions at
all, except the understanding that they were to form
a party in accord with the Manifesto of the Third
International. Qut of this unbappy confusion almost
cverybody hoped and strove.for.a unity of the re-
volutionary eleiments, except the heads of the Slavie
Federations, whose absolute control would have disap-
ccared if unity hud been achicved, aud -who main-
trined that their absolute control was necessary to
the forimation of a pure and perfect party of com-
munisni . :

.The Parent Body

Tf this confusion of elements represented is
cxasperating, it is at least a relief to know that the
conventions ocenrred in some historic order. The So-
cialist Party Conventjon was convened in Machinists
Hall on Saturday morning, August 30. The Left Wing
delegates who were seated in that convention, walked
out and joined with the rejected delegates waiting
in a room downstairs, to form the Convention of
the Communist Labor Party, on Sunday afternoon.
The Conreuntion of the Communist Party was called

~to order 1n ‘‘Smolny Institule,”” a half leased by

the Russian Wederation of Chicago, on Monday, Sep-
tember 1st, at abeut noon, :

Art Young and T arrived at Machinists’ Hall
carly Satvrday morning—early enough to find Ju-
livs Gerber looking like an unsettled thundereloud,
and Jack Reed beaming. This is not because Julius
was vanquished and Jack Reed victorious, but be-
cause Julius doesn’t enjoy a fight and Jack does.
1t seems that some of the Left Wingers arrived
early at the building, and decided after a caueas
to go upstairs and take possession of the hall, putting
their own national secretary, Wagenkneeht, in the
chair when the time came, and proceeding to orga-
nize the Convention. Having eclected their National
Executive Committee by an overwhelming majority,
and having through their -committee duly - appointed,

~their.-secretary,~they-folt- justifjed in ‘Yhig“procedure;
~notwithstunding that the &lection had heen set aside

as fraudulent by the old '‘National Executive Com-
mittee. So they proceeded wupstairs in a rather for-
mirable frame of mind. They were met and oppesed
at the door by Julius Gerber, the secretary of local

New York, aund it secems that Gerber in his turn .

was ‘‘sct -aside.”” We heard a good many different

_stories of this incident by eve-witnessés, and none

of them were quite so blood-curdling as what we
read in the newspapers. Jt seemed to one of our im-
formers that Gerber could have licked Reed, if Reed
hadn’t hold him so far up in the alr that he
couldn’t reach down.”’’Another comrade said that
Reed acted just like a mice big dog, shaking himself.
Another reported that there was *“fa- little wind-
pipe work on hoth sides.”” Gerber stated to the con-
vention that he made Reed understand that swing-
ing a sledge-hammer with the proletariat is just as
good a preparation for life’s battles as playing foot-

hall at college. At any rate the ‘“Left Wingers’’ got .

in, and there they were and what was the right wing
going to de about it?

Somwe of them didn’t know what they were going
to do, but Adolf 'Germer kunew. He may not have

-ecopsulted ‘anybody . when he' arranged to have the

police there, but-he consulted the.membership figures
and the record of recent votes for officers, and votes
on referendums, which were in his possession, and
he decided that if the offieial minority were going
to exclude the voting majority frem the convention,

- they would have to do it with the forces of the

capitalist state. In that he was entirely right,

Germer never denied that he had arranged to
have the police there, althongh some members of the
national comrmittee denied it for him. When he was
asked. poinblank across the floor of the convention
whetber the officials of the Soeialist Party breught
the police to that huilding he said, ‘“What officials
do you mean?’’ and withdrew his attention while
some interrapter took up. the talk, But he.did deny
that he toid the police to ‘‘treat ’em rough,’’ as two
passionately indigrant delegates subsequently infor-
mod the convention. He said that he asked the
contested delegates two or three times. ‘‘iph a com-
radely spirit’’ to leave ‘the: room, before he told
the police fo put them :out, and that he didm’t tell
the police arything else.

Two women who were among those put out,
swore to the truth of the following account; omne of

.them, Mrs. Harmon of Kansas, was later seated in

the Conventjon, and made the convention helieve
what sane said: . )

“‘The first thing I saw was that they were trying
to eject Reed through the door. Soon after that Ger-
mer ecame up to us where we were sitting, and said,
‘You’ll have tc clear the room.’

““‘T’m, a delegate,” I said.

‘¢ ‘It don’t make any difference,’ he sai,d-. ‘Clear
the room If you don’t I'll call the police.

‘T said to myself, ‘Well, I have a right to the
convention floor, and I’m going to sit here till the
police tell me to go.’ :

‘‘Pretty soom a policeman came up to me and
said, ‘You’ll have to go, Misses.’

““I went, but I went kind of slow, and I heard
Germer sayv, Officer, clear the hall, and if they

"don’t go, poiicemen, do your duty!’

‘“S8o the delegates who were with Berger and
Germeér stayed in the hall, and@ the rest of us went
out, and our delegate who received the largest vote
in the State of Kansas was put out of the Socialist
Convention by the police!”’ .

Perhaps ‘these excessively lively preliminaries

- accounted for the unceremonious opening of ‘the con-

vention, With a beautiful upstairs hall like a little
.theatre, one whole side a great sunny sky-window,
and . decorations containing tventy-five -American
flags, T expeeted a certain amounnt  of introductory
hallelujah of some kind. But :Germer simply stood up,
looking like a hig welldressed police-sergeant off
duty, bauged the gavel on the table, and started in.-

He stated to a round of applause that ‘‘We in-
tend to follow the splendid example set by our cem-
rades in Russia,”” and added in a severe silence, *‘By
that T want it distinet]ly understood that we do not
intend to adopt the same methods.”’ .

He struck the ke¥-noté of the convention there.
And he siruck ‘another key-note when he said, ¢‘The
St. Louis program snd the jail-senténces of our of-
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fieials prove the revolutionary and non-Scheidemann
character of the party.’’

- It is characteristic’ of old people {0 attach a

great importance to svhat they have dome in the
past. And the majority in this convention were old.
Even some of the young -ones wdre old. They seemed
to thiunk it was personal and impertinent for any
one to be chiefly concerned about what they were
doing now, or what théy were going to do in the
feture. .
‘‘There is a0’ issue at stake’’—‘We are all
agreed -in. principle?’ — €¢It is all a hatter of per-
sonal jealousy’’ —*Jf & few so-called leaders would-
get out of the way, we could have a united party’’
—that 'was the burdén of the talk and feeling in
the ante-rcoms of the convention. I suppose it will
be a rather exasperating thing to say, but I felt
sorry for a good many of the delegates. They had
served their time, they had born the heat of battle
when some of us were in our cradles, and then to
crown it all they had stood up under the bitter test '
of the St. Louis declaration, going around their home
towns for two years, solitary, vilified, whipped with
the hatred of their neighbors, beaten and wornh down
by the universal war-madness of a mation, and not
flinehing. They could not understand why they
should be shoved aside. And I could not either, any
more than I ean understand death. But it ‘is
significant that in the conventioms of the young,
the conventions whose eyves were on the future and
their muscles ready for action, there was mnot a
single person to be found. who would say that the
split was perscnal, and that there were mno vital
issues at stake. They could not think ef saying it;
they were whelly absorbed in the issues at stake.

Germer’s speech did not sail .very clear after
he began denouncing the Left Wing leaders as
¢‘Harry Orchards of the Socialist movement,’’ de-
seribing them as going about ‘‘in the dark like
midright thieves sueaking from ear to ear, whisper-
ing, indubitably hoping thereby that the comrades
may think -there is something wrong with those
seleeted hy the comrades. to manage the affairs of the
yorty.’” Cries gf ‘“Count the Ballots!’’ ¢‘Is it in
the Constitution that you have to make a specchi’’
brought his defense to an end, and the balloiing for
temporary chairman began. :

Seymour Stedman, the Right Wing eandidate,
received 88 votes, and J. M. Coldwell of Rhode Island,
the Left Wing candidate, 37. There were enough
Left Wing delegates in the building to have elected
Coldwell with a substantial majority, even though
40.000 of their members-had already gone over to
the Communist Party, but only these 37 had trickled
through, the 'official s¥8%e, The rTest were ‘‘con-
tested,”’. and most of them never got through the
credentials - committee, and many of them never
tried. R . .

The pulse of the convention rose noticeably when
fitedman tonk the chair. His sturdy and winning
grace of ,utterance made the delegates fecel a little
sure they were not wrong.: But Ris speech, like Ger-
mer’s was a summing up®for the defense. And his
defense, 1ike Germer’s, rested wpon a récord that is
past, and, in this time of rapid movement, stale and
ready to be forgotten. He did not say that the So-
cialist Party would join the Third International and
loyally stand up with our:«Russian comrades who are
starving and dyving and pouring out their blood in
battle for socialism, and everybody knew that it
would not. R -

Stedmean scered a point 4As chairman when some
impertirent delegate, ‘‘rose te inquire’’ why ‘we
should eleet a sergeant-at-arms’ when we have the
,olice foree? EEGITOR RS A arvenseeciey -

““Well,”” he.said. ‘‘that, eleetion, was provided
fer,at a"timé when it=<vas ynderstood that, all.the

‘ ek ap Teast,”vBut” the-
police question worhl rot d8Wi. It wounld not let it-
self . be forgotten for two hours at a time. Once it
was a white-faced ministerial comrade in the audience
room, at the side of the hall.

‘‘Comrades, I demand the attentien of the deo-
legates!””! he shouted. **I just heard one of these
policemen threaten to throw a comrade 'down-stairs,
and be said ‘You won’t light on your feet either,
vou’ll think you came down in an aeroplame.’ 1
uslk you ifi that is the way visiting Seeiafists are
going to be treated by this convention?’’

““What kind of Soeialists are thev?’’ from the

3 &

From Stedman: ¢‘I- should suggest that it
would be a good idea to forget what occurred this
wmorning. -At the present time Chieage is under the
volice department, whether vou lke it or not.’?

""" From George Goebel: ‘1 say anybody who says
we invited the police here are God damn Mars!’’
Froiw - Germer: *‘I’m glad they’re here!’’

And shis sceond storin was me sooher past, and
ihe -trouble hearts. quieting themselv'cfgn little, when
in pops a letter from thie Chicage Mhchinists—that
one dread sovereign- of “all politieal socialists, a real
Iabor union: o A i

Dear Comrades and. Friends: - ’ . :

On behalf of the Die and Tool Makers Ledge
No. 113, International Association of Machinists, and
the Machinists Society of Chicago, we protest against
the harboring and use of police in this hall, This hal}
is the property, as well .as the sanctuary, of a pro:
gressive and militant labor organization, based upon
the class stroggle. We'.do not permit our members
to work wunder police protection; we can not con-
ceive how we can let any meeting in this hall be
earried on under police Tprotection, when we as an
organization condemn it .ard oppose it. While we are
not represemted in  yeur -eonvemtion as individual
members or representatives of an. organization, we
nevertheloss are. with. you in “spirit. For all these
reasons we cun not let the police remain as your
protectors, or perLaps as your imvited guests, without

submitting our deepest protest. We eall upon you :lo-:

take steps te remove the poliee or make such arrang-
ements ps wil' satisfy us that yow are not respon-
sible for the présence of the police.

We-are not askingthis to put hardships on you,
but for the best interest of the.Soéialist party and
the labor movement in general. -

_ Yours for International Selidarity,

. Bxecutive Board Die & Tool Makers L.odge No, 113
. ' L. P. Vance,. Carl Haring,
@. T. Franckel,. P, Pokora.

After a seripus pause one of the delegates prop-
osed a rosolution stating that it is ‘‘the semse of
this convention’’ that the police are not here at -
the inwvitution of the party officials. -Another re-
rmarked that suci a resolution would prove that the
convention had no semse, for they would be stating .
something that they could not know.

Classens of New York offered a resolution
‘‘that tte police deparment of Chicago shall be and
hereby is disbhanded.”’ )

Mayor Hoar of Milwaukee asserted that ‘‘they
came here under the invitation of Germer for the
purpose of proteeting our legitimate rights and
purposes,’’ and proposed- that mo apologies should
be made. .

‘“We in Milwaukee,’’ said Rerger, ‘‘ would have
done it a good deal better than Germer did, because
we have our own police.”’” His speech was the
straightest one T heard. ‘‘I’ve never tried to be
revolutionary,”” he said, “‘but T’ve tried to be honest.
If the police wéten’t here, none of you wounld be,
80 what’s the use of all this hypocrisy!’’

It was fimally voted to send. a communication to -
the Machiuists union stating the facts, but just what
the facts were, nobody knew-—unless it was the
policeman who told & reporter that Germer had called
up the chief and asked that they be on haud early.

In the midst of ‘this storm, a telegram arrived
from some rustic local: ‘‘Peace and barmony will
lead,"}m to success—hurrah for International Social-
inm! . :

The Left Wing Delegates, — ahout 80 .of thom—
walked out of this convention after it adopted a
metion to coasider (but fiot act upon) the report of

- conventior

the National Executive CoWinittee, beforé. the status
of all contested delegates was determined. J. M.
Cotdwell of Rhode Island simply rose in his chair
2ud said,. ‘“At this point I am Igoing to leave this

and 1 call uron ail delegates of the
Left Wing to withdraw.”’ .

““That is your privilege,”’ sai® Stedman, and
the business of the convention proceéded.

It was a bussiness largely as I have indicated;
nf selfjustification upon the part of the officlal
mackine for resisting the Left Wing maehine u% to
the point’ of wrecking the party—although the Left
Wing Macline had organized a clear Majority of
the members, Aud this business was made inderesting
by the fact that a lively handful of semi-Left Wing-
ers, or at least conscientious objectors against
tyranny, was left 'on the floor. They were led by
Kruse. who stated that im spite of his disgust at
the aets of the officials, he beiieved it was a quest-
ion of ‘‘sanc Socialism against direet aetion,’’ avd
he intended to “‘stiek by the party and make it
what he thought it ought to be.’’ _

Judge Panker of New York was less moderate.
For him it was a question of ‘‘tying uwp with a
buneh of anarchists,”” and he was glad of everything
they did.

A delegate from Marvland supported him with
the  statement that ¢“Every ozganization has: an
inherent right to. preserve itself.”’ He said “‘we
lawyers’’ in the ecurse- of his remarks, but it wos
not quite clear whom he meant to include.

Another ' delegate offered the prudent remarlk
that ‘“Wga’ve got to endorse the action of the Na-
tional Kxecutive Committee, but we’ve also gof to
be able "'to iuform our constitwents that we gave
the N. E. C. hell!’’

_ Barney Berlin of Chieago, for twenty five years
& worker ir the Soeialist movement, was the old man
Neator of this council, presenting what seems to me
the only justification for the Natfonal Exeeutive
Commiltee that thore is. He reminded the convention
of higtoric instances in which legal and eonstitutienal
forms and formulas had been violated in the in-
terest of a decper principle, and eoncinded, ‘I have
not been .in harmony with certain {endencies in the
N. E. C, but I glory in their spunk in having saved
the pardy.”’ ’

That is a pretty final attitude to adopt toward
all the acrocity-stories that have aceompanied this
conflict, and it applies equally to both wings. The
reople who created the Socialist party all of them
fave enough healthy amarehy in their blood, to
transgress the forms of law when thev are aroused
over a principle. There is o donbt that they were
so aroused, and did so stransgress on both sides. And
while I thing that the principle on the Left side is
fhe true one, and therefore I- ean applaud their
‘‘spunik’’ a little more heartily than that of the
Right, pevertheless I recognize a similar moral qua-
ity in them beth. ¢“Necessity knows no law,”’ iz a
maxim that lives in the heart of every live man.

Somebody will ask me just what the prineiple
is upon which this split occurred, and which enabled
trustworthy people to commit so mmany moral and
legal =atroeities. And I answer, in the most general
terms, as follows: .

It is a question of whether the Sccialist theory
shall be permitted to recede into the cercbrum, where
it becomes a mere matter of ecreed, ritual and
sabbath-day emotion, as the Christian theory has
Jdone, or whether it shall be kept in live and going
contaet with every-day nerves and muscles of action.

Bofore parting from the picture of the Right
Wing convention, I ought to state that a motion
endorsing -the action of the old N. F. C. in setting
aside as invalid the recent election of a new N, E,
C., was passed by those remaining in the conventjon,
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without - & - dissenting—vore T “ouglit~to—-record -alvo -

some of the indignant demands for *‘justice’’ to
the Left Wing, or what remained of it, which were
ceeasionally veoiced by eomrades of the right. In
particular I preserve a picture of George Goebel's
long earnest and exeited figure, darting about ever
the eonvention lke a superimtending dragon-flv. “‘Aw
eonrades, let’s take s chanee on fair plavl’’ was
one of his eharacteristie interpellations.

The Left Wing Convention

It was twilight when the Left Wing delegates
convened in the billiard room down stairs—twilight
that came dimly through ground glass windows into
a fow room with @uil blue walls. But there was more
life to be felt there—if life is spontaneous volition
--than anywhere else during all the conventions. Tt
seemed d5 Fhough -a - thing “with growth in it were
being bork in that place. In the other places whatever
came, was engineered into being by the perceptible
workings of an established maehine. This may be— -
in cold reality—either a good or, a bad sign for the

fommunisu Labor Farty. I wecord it simply as a

.<aet,

Wagenknecht, who had been made National
Seeretary by that Exceutive Committee whose elee-
ion was declared invalid upstairs, opened the eon:
vention here. The sound of his -gavel was greeted
with. a song and. these cheers for which all the
delegates. stood .up. Wagenkneeht’s speech was a
simple statement that having dome everything elsc
in his power té give the membership a change to
express itself, he had summoned the delegates here
‘‘as the Regular Convention of the Secialist Parts
of the United States.’” Tle then presided during the
election of Owens of Tllinois as Temporary Chairman.,

Oweuns is a cripple—pale, but jolly and fearless
as erippled people sometimes are. I ‘ean remember
one sertence of his speech: ‘“We must be ready to
haek up the revolutionary implications of evervthing
we do here, and if it leads us along with Debs we
must be willing to go there.”’

Margaret Preveny.wasqelected, vice-chairman, and

soan, £ook - Owents place in the ehdiri™Ft: py.g);uldgha,l‘]’:; ,
* t 0 N L

heen well if she had stayed there throughon
zonvention, for she was not prepared in her micd
for the actions which were taken on.the floor, but
she was the most able”and good-humored ‘and the
bast-leoking ehairman in the place. In ‘its initial mood
of e.(altati%n the convention hesitated a little at the
electioh of & sergeant-at-arms, and finally appointed
W.lliam DBross’ Lloyd ‘‘a sort of page boy.’’ But
there was no demur after about three hours. of wortk,
when  Lloyd asked the chair to_ appoint ¢‘two
assistant sergeants-al-arms for the putpose of clearing
che aislos. ?*

After sending a .greeting to 'Debs and all elass-
war prisoners, and accepting the report of the Na-
ticnal Executive Committee, the convention proceeded
immediately to attempt to achivie unity with the
‘‘Communist Convention.’” C. E. Ruthenberg of
Ohio, who had joined in the call for the Communist
Convention, but nevertheless took his seat here for
the time, introduced a motion that would have
delayed organization of a party here, until after a
consultation could be had with those who were to
organize the Communist Party the next day, It
would have been = humble act om the part of these
delegatos, leading towards a possible submission to
the -conirol of the Slavie Federations. It was
vigorously, and at times violently opposed—especially
by Jack Carney, who declared ‘‘before God,’' as
irreligious Irishmen always do, that if this conven-
tion went over to the Federations, he would go home
and tell the workers of Duluth that there was no
party of commupism in existence:

. John Reed offered to amend Ruthenberg’s motion
somewhat to the following effect: We declare our-
telves to be the party of Communism in the United

States and we iavite all other revolutionary groups

to join wus. )

Katterfeld of Kansas offered a further amend-
went, to this effect: We declare ourselves to be the
official Socialist Party of the United States, we
inyite all other revolutionsry groups to join us, and
we will elect a committee of five to confer with
the Committee of the Communist Convention in or-
der to find a basis for uniting the Communist ole-
ments in ome party. It was this amendment (I

y

Tetes thet shadiheenouuding “all" al

D

-reality  or

regiet {0 say not Héeurately quoted) wlhieh finally:
passed with gn almest wranimous vote. }

Thg priticipal poitits advanceéd by spegkers im
favor of “suerificing evé¥gthing to wmite with the
Communist €otnivention were these:

(1) No priteiplés divide us. *

(2) . Onr wnwillingness tor do so is
pretsonal pride ¢f a few leaders.

(%) 'The whole. trouble is that ‘‘there are too
mairy statesmen in New York.”” -

(4) The capitafisfs are uniting, and they will
be gltad to see us divide.

(8) T is a cheap satisfaction fo say thaf we

due to the

orgattzed the party of Communism fi¥st.

THese points were ackné®ledged by the oppostion)
who advanced the following points in faver of oz~
ganizing a party nevertheless: T

« (1) The delegates of the Stavie MEiler:
already mfade it clear that they willie
exeept upow terms which leave théir machiné in con-
trol of thc convVention. .

(2)  They dre politiefans and pvlitical boswes.

(38) * They are at heart against iwdustria] wnjom
action in the class struggle. .

(4) They were traitors 1o the Le® Wing o~
gram, and the décision of the Left Wing conferenew
in June.. . -

(5) They are itteapable ¢f co-operafing with
Ametican comrades, fhey will demand auton¥my, and
snother split will “foMow. .

(6% It is impossibl¥® to start @ Communist’ move-
ment i% the American' proletaridf with a Russian
nationalistic growp in coitrol.

Tt was midnight wheld Katterfeld’s motion was
passed and the committee elected. Avd thus havihg
declared itself to be a parti*—indeedl theé party—the
convention wdjourned until morning, whent the elec>
tion of comméttees for routio® work woulll begin.

The Commumist Coltwention'

The Chicago police supplied #he best” of all ar-
guments in favor of the Communigs Convetitith, The
Right Wing wns wrotectet by the police, the Left
Wing was ignored. but tire hall of the Counintumist
conventior was raided, photegraphs taken, decorstisns
aznd revolutionary plaeards destroyed, and two men
arrested. Perkaps this argument is a little crippled
by the fact taat ore of the men arrexted wis a
lawyer, awd the other was Dennis E. Batt of Detroit,
one of the leaders of that Michigan growp whose
exeessively political or educational brand of Com-
munism is tbe chief weakmess of the Counvension.

A glowing tribute was paid to the female sex
by Detective-Sergeant Egan when he arrested Batl.
Rcese Pastor stokes called out: ‘“They are arresting
our comrade—three cheers for the revolution!’’

‘Lgan yelled back: ¢‘Shut up—it’s always a woman

ithat starts the troubie!’’

Butt was informed of the presence of a detective
with o warrant for his arrest just before he went.
on the platform to open the convention, but he was
aot much disturbed by it. e stood up there looking
very four-square, as he is, with a long eigarette
holder in his* mouth, and a lighted ecigarette—
defying the regulations just laid down by his own
committee if not the laws of the land—and his
speech was brief and quier. He boped that the de-
legates would ‘‘exercise - forbearance in their de-
liberations and conduct themselves as men and women
who have the good of the American working class at
heart.”? ) : . o

The Platforn st the Communist Convention

Louis €. Frama . ivas elected temporary chairman,

volutionary Age, with this significant, if somewhat

wneredible, sdditions ¢‘We. now .end once for ‘alt, all

factional. disputes. We are at an end with biekering
‘We are at an end .with controversy. We are here to
build & party of action.”’ ‘

Considering that the convention was to spend
the remaining hours of that day until well after
widuight, and all of the next day until late -after-
noon, in s ioeked battle between its two factions en
the questiom whether or not it would deign to elect
a eemmittee of five to meet the committee electod
Ly a third@ faetion represented in the Left Wing Con
vention—Fraina’s 'promise - seemed a  little bit
premature. .

Tec anyone interested in brains for brains’ sake,
this battle was vividly entertaining, It was brilliant,
sharp. vapid, full of poignant contrasts in personality,
far mere philosophie, more erudite, more at .ease in
the Moarxian dialeet, than anything to be heard at
cither of the other ¢onventions. The points made by
those' opposing. the eleetion of a conciliatory com-
mittee was that the elements who had.bolted from
ihe old Socialist Party with the Left Wing were not
trur Commuuists. They were ‘‘centrists,”’ ‘‘Kautsky-
iams,”” in some cases mere radicals who objected to
the tyramny of the party officials. All but a few,
at least, of the true communists had abandoned the
Left Wing program ef eapturing the party, and ecome
directly to this ¢ommunist convention.

Thu point made Dy these advocating conciliation
was that, althengh unrdoubtedly some Kautskyians
and centrists were to be found in the other con-
vention, they were not predominant, and they were
not any morc predominant than the centrists in thisg
rvesent convention—the ‘‘Michigan crowd’’ ‘being
those alluded teo. )

Having already atterded a session of the other

convention, "and. satisfied myself that there were
really many delegates there who had no understand-
ing of the Moscow program, and whose revolt against
ihe 0ld party was but an emotional reaction. against
the acts ‘of its offieials, I was rather friendly to

‘the opposition in thisgepate. I ecannot divide and

ghéw‘xf}'p people, and place thém so accurately im the
various pigeor-holes of the Marxiag,theory, in sad-
vance of their acts, as most of these speakers gould;
but I fully realize the necessity of casting"dqtiv f
the concept of proletarian solidarity, not only 'f%o
Seheidemanns and Noskes who murder the revolution
with machine guns, but® also' the XKautskys, the
lionguets and MacDonalds, who poison it with- pas-
sivity and negative thoughts. That peculiar state of
wnind deseribed by Lenin as the ‘‘wavering centre,’”
expressing the fluctuating will of those economie
classes not wholly bourgecis nor' vet wholy pro-
letarian, is an identifiable thing, and a thing that
must be regarded as hostile in the period of the
actnal ‘breakdown of eapitalism. : !

In spite of my realization of this fact, however,
and a prepossession that had been growing in favor
of the ‘‘Communist Convention,’”> I was discouraged .
by what I heard in the -course of this debate, and

when the opposition won, and the Left Wing conven-

tion_was given the cold shoulder by a vote of 75 to
21, I felt like going back to the Left ‘Wing conven-
vien. '

It is not easy to tell exactly why, but after I
recovered from admiring the mere quantity of ab-
stract intellectuality which filled the air, my mind
began to grow a little tired, as it does at a game of
chess. with s0 many problems that are unrelated to
action. Along. towards ten or -elevea
o’clock a realization s‘toﬁcl- ‘into my head that there
wus something a little childishy; a little sophomorie,
in all this exaggerated statesmanship.:I saw in the
*lesh that academic sand rather wordy self-importance
which has characterized the official literature of the
Left Wing, and made it get so much on my nerves,
2t well as on the merves of the I. W. W. editors.
The politicsl and edueational expression of the class
struggle is always excessively loud and distressing,
like the racing of a motor when you detach it from
the running-gear without shutting off the gas, and
in this group of self-consciously detached and per-.
fect  Bolsheviks that impression was exaggerated
almost to the point of burlesque. ’

" (Continned on page 3.)

and made the ‘‘key note’’ specch.-dt was_the same '
b4 oNg ITE tHE T Re—

“Our""’purpqse is to organize a real, a pure com- -
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. The recent mob activities at Omaha sound a warning to thinking people
and 1 the working class in particular that must not go unheeded. For hours
‘the city was ruled by mob violence which culminated in the most revolting
atrocities. Three unépeakaply_monstrous acts were committed and hundreds of
lesser ones, The mayor of the ecity, in attempting to quiet the mob, was
l_yncl;ed and narrowly escaped death. The negro accused of a criminal act, and ‘
for whose punishment the mob was aroused, was riddled with bulletsxburned L e
and dragged at the t';a.il of a wagon thru the streets; the new _court house was

gutted with fire.

Race riots, the American Black and White Terror, are becoming mniore
and more a matter of common occurence, It is only when some such catastrophe
as that which occurred at Omaha takes place that attention is drawn to the
race question and even then it is treated as a mere manifestation of hoodloo-
mism to be put down by the bayonet and the machine g'un. The capitalist

: press finds the solutit;n for all social questions in the use by the autorities
“‘of the armed power of the state. Such solutions are no solutions. )

Capltaliém has erected false barriers between the white and black wor-

Ixers of America, It has pitted them against each other while mercilessly ex-
""mwm'ng both. >In_this nefarious work which is now bearing such tertible fruit,
“the A. F. of L, has aided by its refusal to admit black '_wogkers to its member-
«ship, In doing so it has played the bosses hand for him 'and sown seeds of
ité‘own destruction. The ILW. W. extends the cordial hand of fellowship to
all workers of whatever race or color, ;l‘he black man is finding his place in
Jits ranks, a place which he is filling with honor to his race and his class,
“Where the I. W. W. is strong there can be no race riots, no race antagonisms.
‘Race riots can arise only where the identity of the interests of ALL workers

are not recognized,

We do not expect that the present capitalist state will find 2 solution
%or the race question. It does not affect directly the stability of the capitalist
state, only indirectly as a training school for ‘‘direct action’’ can it be

‘construed as a.mienfice to the power of capital, !

After all it is the workers, both black and white who become the

" yictims as well as the actors in the armed conflicts which arise between the
two races, Therefore it is their concern to seek a solution for all differences.

"' The fact which deserves attention in this question is that the negroes

are baing forced to learn the bitter truth -that the :la_w: of the la.nd"ivs)'_:nq;_
*"*m Hts fggam~m=bkaéf{an&‘wlfﬁe‘~m‘éu“’ “Wirers & iegro Tf?ﬁifdéihéiltl says: “‘T thought I might get ten
~ ;eqnal;ty hefora the Jaw ceases,. When accusations are made against a negro, '
“whether he is guilty or not, his chanees of a fair trial are extremly uncertain,
“More likely a rope and a stake will finish the matter for him. He sees the
- law violated by white mobs, he knows not all are guilty who are burned at
" ‘the stake. He realizes his helplessness before the white man’s administration
-¢f the iaw; He is disfranchised where he is in the majority in the population.

precedent of the whites. He has no other choice.

and a place in the sun, :

Nearly half a million negros experiemced military sefvice in thé late

dite social scheme than to merely serve in the cé}pa.gﬁty of un_requitedi
utilitarians of the white race. They are seeking a way out of the wilderness

The future is grave with possibilities. Race hatred has been sown for too
many generations to expect that other horrors on a greater scale than has yet
come about will present then_lselves in the not far distant future. We are not
1 pessimistic we beliove, when we assert that a chronic state of civil war between
the two races is setting in. To that state of war Omaha may be viewed as a
prelude. Let all workers\ take it as a warning apd set about to avert it if

Omaha; a Prelude and a Warning

{ possible. ' ‘ o
The socialist movement has failed misegably in making headway in the

enlightenment of the workers upon' this question. Literature appealing: to the
black workers of the ua.t"xon is scanty and of meagre éirculation, Socialist
Locals in the industrial cities where negroes in large numbers have located
have been singularly amise in this 'respect. It is time we took. this mattor
seriously and prepdre to allign the negro workers with, the white in oux
industrial unions and our political locals. : )

We tust arouse the class consciosness of all \%vorkers and by educaticn
upon social and economic questions avert further violence between the two
races.
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| Camouflagin? the Ro.bbery |

A recens news dispatch from London states that on account of the
great unress and criticisms of the immensly wealthy, the mansions of London
axre - being com}erted into needed dwelimgs and _busi_nevs'ls! blocks. Mansions
provoke unrest., They fill the homeless with 'en'vyf-fb:_{.l'he appearance of magnif-
iclence does not fit well into the picture of the ‘hovel .and the temement
occupied by London’s workers. Therefore, as é means- of 'quieting social uu-
test, one visible resylt of the exploitation of the workers are doomed %oi
disappear. _ ‘ ' ' . .
The philosophy which seeks to allay poépulsy discontent by such
laughable means has a slightly superior quality t4 that of the Russian rich
who stubbornly occupied their mansious until the’Bolgheviks seized them, But'
as a means of satisfying the demands of 1ab6r, its a punk ohe. Of course
the capitalists of England realize that what the workers want is economic
power,' and that the evil day (for them) when they will have to turn over
their power as well as their mansions to‘ the workers draws nearer daily.

It is quite possible that capitalists may resort to the dress of the laborer
in a short w‘rhi.le. We may reasonably picture them going about in Bveralls
frequenting the cheap movies instead of grand opera, .;.com‘lucting himself}
much like you or w9 in our daily lives. Certainly, tl_ie ‘spice of life will fade
for them when that time comes, but one consolation wm remain to them-they
will still have a strangle hold upon the machinexfy"\"qf productien and the
Jobs by which we live—that is unless the workers décide that’ camoﬂa,ging:
won’t go any longer. B e N

THE STORY OF $55.50 story. and tol¢ because it’s time for

. to GET BUSY.. You also can da
appen. did. Go +o your union
|meeting and; make a motion that a
sum of monéy bé voted out of the
teasury to lLelp liherate Debs. and all
political prisonérs. Get a “ Liberation
Fund contributioh list and secure con-
tributions from -your fellow workers.

dollars, but the ease with, which I
collected $55,50 from my fellow work-
ers and thé Carpenters Union mem-
bers, plainly proves that the workers
are alive to the dangers confront-
ing them.’’ '

OHIO PARTY NEWS.

The municipal eampaigns in Toledo,
Akron, Piqua, Bellaire, Girard, Hamil-
ton, Kenmore, Lima, Marietta, Ports-
mouth, Tiffin and New Bremen are
being fought with fervor by ‘the com-
rades. Other locals are wundoubtedly
also carrying on ereditable campaigns,
but the state office has had no recent
report of their activities.

Ohio is the first state in the country

a clear communist platform. Thousands
of these platforms, adopted at the
reecent state convention . and since
endorsed by referendum vote, have
heen circulated by locals, the state
office printing the names of the can-
didates thereon gratis. Ohio is also
the first state to adopt a uniform mun-
icipal platform for all locals dnd in
this respect is far in advance of other
states in its development toward com-
unist propaganda.

Dues stump sale have bee nvery
gratifying lately. Toledo seunt in a very
large order for the nmew stamps, as did
also Youngstown, Columbus, Hamilton,
Uhrichsville, Piqua, Sensca County,
Clark County, Power Point and Mas-
sillon all sent jin substantial orders.

Ella Reeve Bloor has been dated in
Ohio as follows: Dayton, Qect. 7;
Ilamilton. 8, Cicinnati 9, Akron 10, 11,
Toledo 12. Ella Reeve Bloor is a very
impressive speaker, has had years of
experience in the workers’ movement
and Ohio intends to secure her for
an extended tour.

Chas. Baker will tour Ohio for the
next two weeks, His dates are: Ports-
mouth QOct. 6 and 7, Springfiéld 8,
Cambridge 10, Bellaire 11, Akron 12,

Warren 16, Conneaut 17. Some of these
dates are subject to change. Comrade
Baker, upon his return from a short
western tour, held successful meetings
in Lima, Columbus, Dayton, Hamiltor.
and _Cincinnati.

An) order for 10,000 Debs leaflets
from Otto Moefer constituted the prize
literature order of the weelk. Toledo
eame Second, with an order for 500
ten cent pamphléts sent in by Com-
rade. Willnecker.

. John DeQuer addressed a crowded
hall in Toledo last Sunday. Tom Clif-
ford and Tom Lewis addressed meeting
in Tiffin and Findlay lately, Comrade
Clifford wil go to Portsmouth for a
series of meetings the middle of the
month.

_——

Men of thought and men of toil
Men whose labor tills the soil
Stand together, tvrants Tfoil
RISE! RISE! RISE!
Long we’ve waited in the night
Working for the dawning light
Now it’s coming, all unite
RISE! RISE! RISE!
Rise majestic in your might
Put the coward foe to flight
| Foarless: dn-.ihe..caude of right s
RISE! RISE! RISE!
Far in Georgia’s prison cell
Lies the Gene we love so well'
Wrest him from that living hell
RISE! RISE! RISE!
All who right and justice seek

Burst your bonds, no longer :weak
Unite and. join the Bolshevik

tc carry on .political campaigns upon

Niles 13, Girard 14, Youngstown 15,|

Press Fund Notes

Here arc the latest press fund re-
ceipts. You will note some new names
among them, and again some that have
grown familiar thra repecated contri-
butions. Among thosé who deserve
especial honorable mention are the Lio-
rain OQhio Socialist Boosters Club, the
Repeaters Club of Akron and that of
Liocal Marietta, O.

Comrade Patrick Henry of New
Reigel, O. sends a dollar. From New
Castle Pa., comes another dollar.
Comrade Mrs P. M. Daytner is the
donor. An old time O. 8. Booster,
G. E. Allen of Painesville, O. stepped
into the State Office the other day
for a moment and deposited a dollar
in the press fund. Comrade O. R.
Jobnson of Akron is here again with
another dollar. Our old time friend
and’ comrade De Forest Sanford;  of
Atascadero Cal.,, sends a five spot
which he states is an ‘‘appreciation’’
of our work in the movement. To
which we reply, there is nothing like
a word ofS\appreciation to keep mp.
one’s spirits and d{atermination to
keep agoing. Thanks' for both ecom-
rade Sanford. ‘
Comrade Mary G. Waters, secretary
of Local E. Liverpool O, sends in a
list containing the following names
and amopnts: Rosa C. Powell, M. D.
%1. Arthur Broadbent, 50c; Otto. Sin-
ger, 25¢; Mary G. Waters, 25¢; J. T
Pinkerton, 25¢; Thos Cunningham, 23¢,
Here are thrée more comrades who

press fund: J. S. Albert, Van Wert, O.
John Barlich, New Philadelphia, ‘O;
Anthony Novak, same eity.
¢‘Tnelosed find three dollars for that
Party owned printing plant’’, Larette
W, Malone, San Angelo Tex. Comrade
John Ivovie of Lorain Q. adds a dol-
lar to the fund. Comrade Wm. J. Pick,
of Cinciopati, sometimeas called Red
Flag Bill, sends in 50c.

The Socialist Boosters Club of Lo-
rain, O., remits $6.50 on a list cont-
aining the following names: Wm. Now
Jr., #1. Albert Banchyk, $2., Wmnm,
Barrett, #1,, Emil Fisher, 50c¢, Frank
Vaillant, $2. :

“‘Inclosed please find $12.00 from
vour comrades, the Repeaters Club”’
S. Bryant, Akron, O. Some repeat, eh?
Another Akron booster is comrade J.
Koous, who sent a dollar this week.
Comrades Mr. and Mrs G. Chrlton, of
Akron remit two dollars for the new
press. ‘‘One dollar to help build our
press,”’ is what comrade John Maon-
kickk of Yorkville, O. writes us. And
ne scuds the dollar too.

Local Secretary, T. J. McKenna, of
Marietta, O., remits $25.00 for +the
press fund whieth contain thése names
and amounts: A. H. Hart, $5.00; Elm-
wood Spindler, $1.00; T. J. McKenna,
$1.50; Savage Cigar Co. 50c.; Ben
Ralston, $1.00; J. J. West, $1.00;
Mrs. G. L. Schurch, $2.50; Selden Cole,
$12.50. Comrade Cole has agreed to
duplicate all funds subseribed by Ma-
rictta comrades to huy the new press.
This is the third remittance he has
duplicated. :

Comrade H. T. Auckermar of Kala-

~

dinazee;-Mith, ‘refhits a -qotharKhoflist

dollar is added' to the: press fund by
comrade F. L. Manning of Newark, O,

A _remittance  totaling. $6.70 comes
from comrade Loeal secretary, H.
Weichers, of Columbus, Comrade Fre.l
L. Thompson, of Barberton, O. remits.
a dollar, Comrade Louis XKrem, of
the German PBr-anch of Bellaire, O,

Jremits $6.50 collected on lists. Here

RISE! RISE! RISE!

Tappen showed. the way. Go thou and

That’s the story of $55.50. A simple|do likewise.

Gertrude Harman

are the mames appearing: John Filz-

enger, 50¢; Mrs, Julia Filzenger, 5Q¢;

have piled a dollar each on top of thel”

THE THIEVES OF ADENA.

We’ve heard of thieves in the rnight.
In Adena, Ohio, we Have thieves in the
day who steal from miners who work
in the night, who in faet slave in con-
stant darkness to provide warm fire-
sides for you and -me.

The coal operators of Adena, so it is
alleged, have been stealing from 500

each miner employed. Jos. Vegh;, mem-
ber of the party and two of his com-
rades, headed 'a committee to confer
with the mine operators about this
stoal. Result—Jos. Vegh was arrested .
for violating the Freeman law, the
law which prohibits violence, crime and
sabotage.
It was the mine -owners who' were
committing the sabotage and erime,
but Vegh 1s to sufler for it.
And now, like a thief in the night,
comes the mine owners’ sheriff and
spirits away Julius Simon, Joe Ha-
borka, Geo. Kozari, Joe Toth, Jim De-
moszlay and StevesBogo. These com-
rades were taken from Adena to Cadiz
and throw into jail. No one is allowed
to see them. )
"The Liberators Army however, 1is
ulways ready for just suech emergen-
cies. Jos. W. Sharts was immediately
sent to Cadiz and he is now at work
upen  this  case. Even the TUnited
Wine Workers officials refused help—
it because these men were guilty of
tho offense of calling for a distriet
convention to clean out these officials
who, from all indications, seem to be
hand in glove with the coal operators.
All of which means—JOIN THE LI-
BERATORS ARMY and help free all
political prisoners as well as aid those
who are still being arrested in the
sacred cause of making the world safe
for the workers.

.—_—_0_—
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Resolution adopted by Distriet Lodge
Ne. 31, International Association of
Machinists, and endorsed by Summit
Liodge No. 203 of Akron, Ohio:

‘“Whereas one of the foremost cham-
pions of the working-elass of this coun-
'try, and the courageous, uncompromis-
ing foe of the class-privilege is des-
tined to rot in the Federal Peniten-
tiary, because of the abridgement of
guaranteed constitutional rights of free
speech, be it therefore :

RESOLVED, by the Delegates of
the Ohio State Federation of Machin-
ists, District No. 31 in special -session
ussembled, go on record to do their
utmost towards seeuring the libera-
tion of Eugen V. Debs, and be it
further ‘

RESOLVED, that the secrotary of
the district be instructed to imme-
diately circularize all lodges within
the jurisdiction of the International
Association of Machnists, requesting
said lodges to join us in securing the
liberation of the grand old man of
the Reévolution. C o

Y5, "Gusbav Flux, 25¢; Joe Bech

Louis Gmeinoll, 50c¢.; Math Gmeindle,
50c; Frank Potetz, 50c.; Johan Jalloupa,
25¢.; Rudolph Meyer, 25¢;  Rudolph
Sechiller - 25¢.; Tred Makofsky, 25¢.;
Louis Poininger, 25c.; Steph. - Dutsh,"
50c¢.; Louis Potetz 25c. o
Comrade €., W, Colman, of Buenna
Vista, Va, remits one dollar.
Total amount contributed to

the
press fupd to Qct. Ist $4.103.74.

The Three Chicago

- Conventions

* (Contiuued from page 2) =

. smunist party,’’ said comrade Lunin. ‘‘We will allow
the . delegates of “the other convention to c¢ome tg .

sour .cradential¢ committée one by one; and we will
sexamine them thoroughly to find out if they are
.communists or not, For you can not become a com-
‘munist in one day-—no, nor in two days, nér in three
~days, nor n a year. Even in Russia it takes plenty
-of time to make a true Bolshev_ik.” ‘Like most of
tthe Slavic Federation leaders, Lunin was himself a
"Menshevik only about a year age.

“‘Give them the test of humiliation,’’ said an-
«other earnest youth. ‘‘Demand that they come here
sanf -ask admission to this convention. This humilia-
“tion 'will test the sicerity of their revolutionary prin-
“weiples.”” )

= ¢‘Liet. {hem come here and sit in our comvention
wperfectly willing to allow them to sit here. They
might 'learn something. They might even learn enough
“to go next time to the communist convention.’’ Hounr-
“wich ‘is ‘the editor of the Russian daily, Novy Mir
-—a .strange, intense and intensely impractical intel-
‘lectudl gnome, with feminine gesture and attitude, but
-a kind 'of obdurate unsentimental force, Fle observed
“the riuthless workings of his political machine with
~so infinitély «complacent a smile on his features, that
41 could mat ‘help feeling glad he was se happy.

The only cffective opposition he received was
sfrom Fraiua and 1. E. Ferguson of Chicago, who made
:gnashing and spirited attacks upon his machine that
“was. rolling “over- thiem, to the added delight of its
engineers, "*‘That wian'is a communist,”” said Fraina,
“*‘wko happens te agree with your particular purposes
sat a particdlar moment. While you were boasting of
“the purity of yonr communism, yon have made unholy
-deals with those whom .yvou know and admit are not
- gommunists, ”? .

‘“The real guestion is,”’ said Fergusorn, ‘‘Do.you
want tv exclude Euglish speaking delegates from the
“floor of this eonvention. It is not whether vou want
" to exclude centribs. The test of a eommunist for you
~is when or where.cone chooses to organize the com-

- » mnnist party.’’

“At the conélusion of the same speeeh he said: <1
- don’t want you to lose control of this convention,
“ because I know that your eontrol means that we will

_ have a roal communist party in the United States.’’

1.do nol know how to reconcile these two statements,
cand T do not believe Ferguson does efther, but he
" was sincerely continced of them both, . .

: ' My impression was—to sum it up—that the heads
-.of the Slavie Socialist Machine are in a meod for
" the organizatioh of-a Russian Bolshevik church, with’
- more interest in expelling heretics than winning

.

- Americans must ;perforce be admitted to the elrurch

they must not be admitted in such numbers as te
- endanger the machine’s hold upon the dogmas ard the
- eollection box. (Tt is their moad, not their conseiouns
- intent, that these words deseribe.) And it seems to
me. that what has .compelled some at least of the
- American - comrades to accept the dictatiom of this
¢ machine, and try -{o ‘form an American proletarian
i. party with so preposterous a handicap, is that inward
~-dread of not proving sufliciently revolutionary which
" hounds us all. It hounds us because we are conscious
- of the continual temptation of reSpeetability and
». personal prudence, and because we see 80 manv of
- our fighting Comrades-lose their courage amd fall by

AR

. ¥ the wayside. It is a whelesale dread. But we ought to

to 1400 pounds of coal a day from -

or, 25;
Louis ‘Krem, $1.00 Mike Treich, 50¢., .

L

~without a voice,’’ said Nicholas Hourwich, ‘‘We are -

eon--
verts, and with a pretty fixed opinior that although .

be sufficiently sure we are revolutionary, so that we
have a good deal of energy left for trying to be in-
telligent. And it is not intelligent to start the Ame-
rican Communist Party with a mixture of theological
zeal, machine politics and nationalistic egoism in
control,

“Takieg Frainna’s. and. Ferguson’s own charticter-
jzation of these Federations, without adding a Word,

i there is enough reason for desiring that they should

funhetisn hy themselves ds a Blavie Qor_nrr}uiliSi; Party,
and that the American party should begin elsewhere,
mord. modestly, anid more in proportion to the actual
state of the revolutioigary movement in America. T
could unot-help thinking what Lenin himself would
do to this group who are tryiag to bluff us in 'the
name of our Yhfernationalism, info accepiing a nation-
alistic control of the movement.” ° -

Some similgr thonghts must have enitered the
minds of the Ameriean delegates, for aftér this ses-
sion was uver and the vote taken, they delivered an
ultimatum to the Fedératipns, stating that they would
bolt the convention and go home, if fhe vote was not
resdinded, and the committes appointed, Aeccordingly
the convention was adjcursed, and the mext morning’
and afternoon devoted the ¢aueas of the Slavie ma-
chine. Then the Convention was called togefhey sgain
dbout five o’clock, and -the vote . rescinded-—unani-
mously. It is a formidable machime that cad rYeverse
57 votes without a slip, without aflewing one gingle
individual opinion to record itself. It commands ac-
miration. But I think there is a discouraging lack of
realism and the sense of workmanship im a convention
that will spend twenty-four hours fighting over the
appointment of a committee, when it is clearly ob~
vious @il the time that the committee will do exactly
if the committee had notgbeen appointed.

The ecommitiee did, of course. go up. to the. con-

vention of thé’ Left Wing—by this time alrgady the

‘the same thing that the convention would have doune
Communist Lahor Purty—and hand in-a type-written
document embodying the will of the Slavie Federa-
tions. Beuvath a good deal of diplomatic and ratlker
Wilsonian indirectness, this document .simply stated
that the Slavie Federations would not permit a union
uf the twou efements upon terms that would cndanger
their control, which they consider essential to the
formation of a party of true communism.

The Communist Labor Party adopted a resolution
making a standing offer to the Communists to uaite
the two parties upon equal terms, That is the end of
the matter, until the rank and file of the revolution-
ary workers take aetion upon it..

The Communist Labor Party.

It was something of @ relief t0 wander down to
the I. W." W. headquarters, after all this theoretieal
striving after wind, and examine th¢ :new rotary
press they are installing, and hear the clicking of two
accomplished line-o-type machines in the back room.
And it s2emed a good omen for the Communist Labor
Party that whben they found themselves too large and
busy for the downstairs room in the Michinists Build-
ing, they moved over to the I W. W. Hall on
Throop Street. ‘

There a hattls was fought and won, which for
me seemed to contain the heart of the drama of these
Chicago Cpnventions. It was not a battle between
two machines, for there was mo time or possibility
here for the:formation of a machine. It was a battle
between those who understood and accepted the Mos-
cow manifesto, and wanted to apply it in.a conerete
realistic way to American conditions, and those who
did not understand or accept it, dreaded its practical
application, and wanted /to take refuge in 'more
vague anrd old fashioned socialistic pronouncements.
The most powerful figure in the. militant group—
and the best speaker, I should say, in'all three of the
cenventions—was Ben -Gitlow. The funetion of furn-
ishing forth drafts of documents, making motions,

drawing up aniendments and resolutions, and being
ever on hand in general with.a. wealth of ideas, was
filled by Johr Reed, On.the other side Margaret Pre-

vey and Louis Boudin were equally promipent and

equally definite in their opinions.

_ The convention, being somewhat dismayed by the
voluminons and. plain:gpoken. ‘‘program’/ )
Reed’s ccmmittee brought in, and: yet feeling in their
bones that they were going: to have to adopt it, ap-

- pointed another committee to:draw up a ¢‘platform.’’
I ‘hink.they bad an ides that they would keep the
program as of 3 kind .of “eseteric doetrine’’ to be
revealed only to the true disciples, and distribute the

platform to the general public, So they put theipt

more fonder-minded or:-‘‘dentrist’’ memberd on the

platfoFfit committee, and ' these members drew up a

'}ivrief d6ctiment expressing omlv a little more vigor-

otsly fhar nsual, the: time-worn ¢‘ultimate demands’’

of fho Sociafist Party. - . '

Phe communist eloment did 16t oppose the plan

. of adéptin¥ & brief and highly generalized ¢‘plat-
form’’ in 2dJifign €6 their program of action, bul
they wers defiéyiiiided that thlp; platform should be in
fact a geréralization, and not 41 evaporation of the
communist prin¢ipldes. Therefore #hey assailed the
document tha¥ was reported to the fléer, and succeed-
ed in striking diit every ene of its vague or unscien-
tific clauses, an{] substifdting amendmedts in their
own language. THey succended with surprising ease
until they arrived df the $wo final clauses, and here
the minority rallied for a last obstinate resigtance.
The .clauses as r@portedl by the committee, resd

ag follows:! o o )
‘“To this end we adgk’ the workers to unite with

the Cemmunist Labor Ps#rty. ¢ the political field for
the conquest of the State add thus secure control of
the¢ powers of geovernment. ‘

HWe also urge the “workid¥s %o organize them-
selves on the industrial ‘field, “and thus unite their
pofitical and economic power té establish a cooperat-
ive commonwealth.’’

For these clauses
stitute: ) N

‘“To this end we ask the workers to unite with
the Communist Labor Party for the eonquest of po-

Reed offered the following sub-

‘litieal power, to establish a government adapted to

the! communist transformatien,’’ ‘

The significance of this' change in the ‘‘Plat-
form”’’ is made apparvent by the followimg clauses of
the ““Pregram’’ which had been reported to the
fioor, but wot yet at that time adopted:

“‘The working eclass must organize and train
itself for the capture of state power. This capture
means the establishment of the mew working class
government machinery, in place of the state machin-
ery of the eapitalists. :

‘“This new working eclass government— tho
Dictatorship of the Proletariat—will reorganize so-
ciety on the basis- of Communigm, and aceomplish
the transition from Capitalism’ to tWe Communist
Commonwealth. .... dme w .

‘“Not one of the great teachers of seiemtific So-
eialism has ever said that it i§ possible to achive the
Social Revolutien by the ballot. : .

‘‘Mowever, we do not ignore the value of voting,
or of electing candidates to pibli¢ office. Politieal
campaigns, anc. the election of public. officials, provide
opportunities for showing up capitalist demoeracy,
educating the workers to a Tealization of their class
position, :and <demonstrating the necessity for the
overthrow of the capitalist- &ystem. But it must be
clearly emphasized that the ehamce of winning even
advanced reforms of the present capitalist system at
the polls is extremely remote; and even if it were
possible, these roforms would net weaken the capital-
ist" system. . i ant e -

““The politieal action of thn workihg class means
any action taken by the workers to impose .their class
will upon the capitalist State.’’ i

-whiel .

. Centrists- to the executive

It was an all day debate, I recall a few sentences
. somewhat 2t Yandom, The first is from Margaret Pre-
"vey, whose friendship for Dcbs and her: consecration
to the. task of liberating him from prison, gave a
special interest to her opinions. ‘‘We came here,”’
she said, ‘‘to form a political organization to. supple-
: ment the imdustrialorgamization of the workers, Lf
not why are we here? We must use the political power

in order to get a hearing fo.r the working clasg_,_l»
want to se¢ a working class Judge ta pafs sentences °

upen the workers, a working elsgs jailor to open the
doors of the pricons fgr the working elass. I want to
see the working class get control of the -pelice and
the United States Army, so that they can be used on
the side of the workers, instead of against them in
thelr industrial battles” .

John Roed answered her in the one hurst of
oratory that came out of him, He reminded her that
when o socialist Mayor of Minneapolis wanted to
ise the police to protect.the meetings of the workers,
his policemen wdre superceded by a body of Special
deputies appointed by .the Governor of the State;
when a radical governor of Illinois (Altgeld) tried
to use the state power to protect the workers in the
Pullmaa strike in Chicago, Grover Cleveland sent the
United Statos army into Illinois to protect capital;
‘“and if yonihad a Socialist president in the place
of Grover Cleveland, the Supreme Court would come
to the protection of capital; and if you had a So-
cialist. Supreme Court, J. P. Morgan would organize
a voluntcer White Guard, and the interests of capital
would still be protected! So it would always he. The
struggle is between economic forcés and it cannot
e settled upon the political field.”’ He asked Mar-
garet Prevey and the others who opposed the pro-
eram which he had drafted, and who wanted to elect
committee, to . .explain
candidiy to the convention just what kind of
program fhey wanted, and what they conceived com-
wmunism_to be. After some hesitation the answer cameo
that they wanted to go back to the language of thn
previous Manifestoes of the Left Wing. The special
significance of this lies in the fact that those morc
academje and therefore less revolutionary Manifestoes
were written by the very delegates in the ¢‘Com-
munist Conventjon’’ who were now - seorning this
other not sufficientl revolutionary eléments!

If that makes the reader dizzy, he has the satis-
faction of knowing that he would have been a thou-
sand times dizzier if he had actually tried to attend
those three conventions. . .

Kate Greenbalgh said that she had often heard
working men in the northwest say that they would
uever again pnt their name and address down in a
poll book to be used in hunting them out by the
master-class, but still she believed in political actien
as a means of acquiring a- ‘‘political status’’ for the
revolutionary propaganda. .

- Jack Carney supported the amendment with the
vehemence of one who doesn’t really eare whether
the propaganda aecquires a ‘‘political status’’ or not.
*1 resigned from the Socialist Party,’’ he said, ‘‘not
Lkecause they evpelled the members and refused to do
their will. but because I want the American workers

. to get down to the .real fight, and the real fight is

on the joh.”’ .
‘Margaret Provey’s position was supported by
Baker of Ohio, who said in the course of his remarks

‘htat, <“The old guard used to be always telling us how
they do things in Germany; now we have a erowd

that are telling us how they do things in Russia;
I thought wé were here to decide how we. are geing
to do things in Americat’’

.Ludwig Lore asserted that the absence of ““im-
mediate demands’’ was enough to distingnish this
platform from the reformist platforms of the past.

Zimmermen  of Tndiana was on the same sids,
although with # different note: ‘‘When the revolu-
tion comes,”’ he said, ‘‘then we know what king of

1]

s

methods we are going to use, and we won’t have to
ask any platform.”’ o

But the ever-present voice on the side of the
Mensheviks was that of ‘Louis B. Boudin of New,
York. Boudin-is a Marxian scholar of gredt erndition;’
0 great that he was given an henorary chair in the
international university -established by the Bolshavik
Govornment sd Moscow, although he happened to be'
employing his eruditiof tH %n attack on the Bolshe-
vik Govornment at’ the time. o ‘

Boudin laughed with.a lcarned ‘scorn af ome of
the phrases whick John Reed had embodied in an,
amendwent. fo the platform, Reed said nothing, but
quietly slipped out ‘of the building ang pretty soon
camo.baek with a eopy of the ComMunist "Mantfestoy
in which he showed Boudin the ‘identical phrase at
_which ho. had been laughing,  The scholarly brows
vere bent in. perplexity? '‘It’s a very poor trans-
lation,’’ he said. : : ’

Boudin has learned a great deal ahout - Ka
Marx in spite of a busy life, o ot Temand
to control those neural conduits which lead from the
cerebral cortex to the organs of articulation. An idea
N0 sooner pops into his head than it pops ouwt of
kis mouth; and this makes it very difficult to con-
duet a parljamentary assembly in which he sits, There-
fore it was a practical, as well as g theoretical
triumph, for the majority, when Ben Gitlow, walking
up to the front of the hall like a great sombre moun-
tain, gradually unlcosed the crackling thunder of
Lis eloguence to_the effect that Boudin had de-
liberatly employed his ‘knowledge of Marx to dilute
2nd destroy the scientific integrity of this platform
srd Boudin, -erving ‘‘Tt’s a lie, it’s. a damn lie!’’
got up and fled like a leaf out of the storm.

Re__ec'{_’s‘ amendment, was.then soon ado
the question whether. this should be a eomgfl(ﬁ{st?z%
a ‘‘eentrist’’ party essentially settled by a vote ef
46 to 22. There was clear sailing for the ‘‘program?’’
after that. It was adopted substantially as reported
by the committee. A kind of anticipatory ¢¢St. Louis
Resolution’’ ‘on the war with Mexico, was also
adopted. and it was eabled: to every organization:in
the Communist International. An executive committce
was elected, composed not of public celobrities who
will meet once In a while, but of members of the
party whe are going to work—all of them ultimately
it is hoped, on salary from the party. With thege
goods signs of life the. :convention elosed.

Its program 13 upon-the whole a vital, simple and
rea_h:?tlc application of the theories of Marx, and the
policies of Lenin, to present conditions in’Amei‘ica
It contrasts with the program of the communist con.
vention in no point of principle, but it applies its

‘principles more specially to existing conditions, it is

written in a . more American idiom it is itten i
the language of action rather than of historirzltttlfgorl;
1t 13 not abstractly didactic in its attitude toward
organized labor, but 'somewhat humbly instructive
and promising of concrete help, In these respects it
;e:rn;;l; t(;llﬁle su_{;erllo; to the program of the Communist
) ou ave n i !
com}}ire theui‘ at length, ot had time to study and
~ It would be foolish to pretend that Th -
muaist Labor Party, any mogé\ than the Cogmggizlt
Party, is a Wwholly satisfactory nueleus for the grouth
of Communism in America. Nothing that happened in
Chicago was satisfactory. But the Communist Labor
Party has a certain atmosphere of readity, s sense
of work to be done, a freedom frem the_ologiéal dogma,
on the one hand and machine politics on the other,
which is new in . American socialism, and hope-’
ful:. A_ strong movement of the rank and file of revo-
lutionists to the Communist Labor. Party  would
;;agk:;z, tclloen};nce Otl' _drixi'e- out its uncertain minority
) ame time leave the Feder '
the attitude of their leaders nathta-l.l;d;f:ct:gn:hg °l,11‘1
& seperate or autonomous Slavie Party of Comnmnfst

7

but he has never learned -
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- Communist Labor Party Bulletin

UNITY RESOLUTION

"Adopted by UNANIMOUS vote of the Communist Labor Party
‘Convention,

“Be 1t resolved, that the Communist Labor Party extends a stand
'mg mvitation to the Communist Paity to meet, on a basis of equality,

in Unity Conference, and

YThat we hereby instruct our mational officials and committees
to accept every such invitatier from the Commumst Party, or from any
other revolutionary workingclass organization.’

2 COMMUT\IISTS—CO\IPFLL YOUR OFFICIALS TO AN@“/ER

WHY DO THEY

On September 6th, at the first meeting  of the N. E. C, of tha
Commuuist Labor P‘arty, the following letter was drafted, mimeographed,

and over one hundred copies were
Communist Party convention,

Not ofily have the officials
answer this communication,
not find it published v\xth the other

but they

¢

SUPPRESS THIS?

distributed to the delegates at thb

of the Commumst Parn failed to
have snppres%ed it. You will
““Jdoecuments’’ in ‘their oftfcial pap(,r
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. FINAL COMMUNICATION TO THE COMMUNIST PARTY, ISSUED BY

THE N. E. C. OI‘ THE COMMUNIST LABOR PARTY.

. ¥
To the delegates and members of,-tlxe

Comrades:~—

Chicago, 111,

Sept. 6, 1919,
Communist Party, )

The Communist Labor Party Convention by unammous vote adopted the

following resolution:

.¢“Be it resolved . that the Commuuist Labor Party extends =2

standmg

invitation to the Communist Party to meet, on a basis of equality, in Umty

Conference, and

¢¢That we instruct our national officiale and committees to aceept every
suck invitation from the Communist Party or from any other revolutionary

workingelass organization,

The conveution has now, completed its work and has adjonrned. Obhedient
to these instruetions from the convention, the national Executive Committee
of the Communist Labor Party addresses tlus letter to you.

Comrades, the organization of two Communist Parties is'a crime. We have
made every effort posible, short of turning traitor to the niemhership that sent
us here, to avoid this deplorable situation. But our repeated attempts to .unite
all revolutionary Communist hosts seem to have been thwarded for the time
being by certain elements in vour convention.

As far as we can discover there is no fundamental difference of principle

between us. The platform, program and

resolutions that .our convention adopted

are - uncompromxsmrr]y revolutionary. Thev conform to the Left Wing program
and are in strict dcord with the lmnelples 1aid down by the Commumst Inter-

national of Moseow. We are affiliating
“We . are confident that the great
membership agree with:-us in this. Why

with the Third International. .
majority of your delegates and yor
then should we remain apart?

We hereby annolrce: that we are ready at any time to meet your your

represcntatives to consider the question of unity on a basis ¢f equality,

If certain elements in your Party make this impossible, we invite all

individuals or groups, who may agree

with ug in our desire.to unite all the

Communist elements of the United States into ONE Party of Communist So-

cialism, to join forees with us.

ALL who agree cn the fundamentals of Comunism,
affiliate 'with the Third International of

Communist Labor Party.

ALL who desire to

Moscow, are WELCOME in the

Cemrades, let us unite against our common foe
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE C()\I\IITTFE COMMUNIST LABOR PARTY

(Signed)

i v

JACK GARNEY

MAX BEDACHT

L. BE. XATTERFELD

EDWARD LINDGREN

ATLEXANDER BILAN

Al WAGE\TI\\ILCHT Executive See.

. To- date no answer has come from the officials of the Communist Party
o “thls"fraxght'forward request for a Unity Conference, Their only proposition
is that we should disband and apply as individuals, for admission to ¢‘their’’
party. They refuse to meet with our organization on any equal basis. They
assume an attitude of superiority toward the. membexshlp of the Communist
Laebor Party, and deny our Comrades the same’respect as Communist that|%
they demand for themselves. The only unity that they consider .is the unity

offered by the pope of Rome:

“Join MY church, and ther there will only be

ome church’’, We demand that we meet on an equal basis of Comradeship.

Since the officialdom of the Communist Party has suppressed this unity
offer it is our duty to give it publicity and to carry it direet to the rank

and file of the Communist Party. Let every

Comrade help with this task,

and show this article to as many members of the Communist Party as posqlble

“When the membership ‘of the Communist Party finally learns how it.is being
- . deceived by.its leaders, it will make short shrift of those that now stand tn

the way of uniting all Commiunist elements of the United States under ONE

hOSts

. . A

‘hanger, and a United Communist Party will emerge to ra]]y the le\nlutmnary

A%

THE SPLIT PHILOSOPHY

Some of the *‘leaders’” of the

Communist Party frankly admit their

adherance to the SPLIT PHILOSOPHY, This is, briefly, that the more you
spht the ‘‘clearer’’ and stronger you hecome.

Hourwich of New  York. “for ‘instance explaing that in order to have a

group of uncompromlsmo leadérs competent to lead the workingelass: when

‘the final crisig comes, you must constantly ‘‘split and split: and split’’. .

You

must keep the organization small 2nd consfantly bring about situations ‘within’

- the Party that will result in $plits. In

that way he intends to rid' the Party

of all ‘‘unclear’’ elements, reserving, to himself and his group the right to

*determine what is ‘‘clear’’ and what' 4s “¢‘unclear’’, of course.

.. The commuwnist Labor Party on the other hand has but little faith in
socalled leaders and places its dependence rather upon .the inereasing .com-

-.8ciousness of class interest among the

workers. It is not opposed to a split

vpon a fundamental difference of principle, But it tries to unite ALL that
ugree on fundamental principles of Communist Socialism into ONE Party
10 become a real and. growing power in the land. It proposes to develop its

own' educational mstltnhons

50 that instead of being split off the new

elements that come in may be educated and assimilated, and as nearly as
possible to make its entire membership competent to assume the responsib:
ilities of leadershlp when the crisies -comes, !

O

v

 COMMITTEE AQTION OR MEMBERSHIP MANDATE.

The Commumst Party is largely the result’' of Committee actlon A
Committee in New York, called National Left Wing Council, made a deal

. with ancther Committee in Chicago, : calling itself a ‘National Organization

Committee, and produced a Party of their own, which they still control. Most

of the delegates ot their convention although purporting tq Tepresent great

masses of membershlp, were - really selected by small committees in. different
% .

cities and federation.

‘On the otker hand, with but half a 607911 exceptions the delegates of
the’ Communist Labor P'u'ty Convention were elected by regular membership
referendums, and represented directly the expressed will of the membership in
the "districts and States from. whieh theJ came. The mandate of that member-

‘ship was to affiliate the Party with the Third International. This implied the

Instruction to transform the Socialist Party into a Party of Communist boc-
ialism, This they did, and the Communist Labor Party is the /result.

Today the committees that .organized and still control the (,ommumst
Party aet against Unity.. The officials of the Communist Labor Party obey
their membership mandate and offer unity to all Communist elements united

in principle,

Of which volicy do you approve, Comrade?

RESOLUTION OF GERMAN COM-
MUNISTS OF CHICAGO

- A mass convention of former mem-
bers of the Socialist' Party who be-
longed to the German TFederation, was
beld in Chieago recently. This conven-
tion  passed the fo]]owmg regolution:
““Be it resolved, by the convention - of |
‘members belenging to the German Fed
cration. which met in Heidelberg Hall,

Chidago, on September 20th, that the |.

affiliated- ' branehes ' be instructed to
reeogrize the national committee eleet-

ed in New York and shall immediately:
communlcat% w1th this committee re-
. lative to dues stamps purchases and or-
' ganization . work. (The natiohal com-

mittee referred to is that which voted

41 to 8 to affiliate with the Commun-‘

ist Labor Party.—Ed.)
. ‘¢ Adopting' fhis resolution kowever

L

communist ranks, but asks all branches,
state organizations, the federation, the
Trational organi?atién of the Commun-

to do all in thair power to bring about

‘resolution, be sent Jmmedlatelv to the
national ccmmlttee of the federatwn
the national committee of the Commun:
ist Labor Party and the national com-
mittee of the Communist Party so-as to
demand - action tending to solve the
unxty question, :

Jos. FALKNER Sectetary,

German Federatlon of Chicago.

1for revoluclonarv Communsm, I had no

. |sent honestly and

. . [N
does not mean that this, meeting. m
" |any way agrees to -the split irn the

ist Labor’ Pm’ty, ‘as well as its officérs]

4 unity between the two communmt
parties. oo ’ - .
““Be it furt}wr reso]ved that thls_

| have prostituted the Ametican Socialist,

‘referendum for the purpose of deter-

West Vlrgmna Aﬂentmn

Delegate Firth’s Report of National

Convention, :
Jesse Bird, State Secretary,
Barrackvﬂle, W. Va. o
Dear Comrade and Comrad o5 of
West. Virginia:

As your Delegate to the National
Emergeney convention August 30th,
1919, °I ‘wish to make the followmc
1ep01tA

I presented my credentials to ex-Na—
itonal Secretary Adolph Germer and
was informed by him that the old
N. E. ¢.'had decided to contest my seat
on, the technical ground that I was not
a resident of the State of West V.
ginia. Under an iron clad consirue-
tion of the ‘Constitution- this was
probably correct but I went before
the -Contest” Committee and told the
members that I was not a legal resi-
dent of Illinois yet and would not be
until I had resided here a year, that
the ' financial condition - of ' the So-
cialist party in W. Va. would not per-
mit the sending of two delegates, that
T had -heen State Secretary of your
state for three vears, that I had just
left the state 2 few months before
and that the membership was anxious
that I represent them. All to no avail;
T was refused a seat. Everybody kne:
that in" '#» normal year. .no question
would bave ‘been raised .in connection
with my credentials. I was too Left
this year. However, the Left Delegates
gathered in the convention hall for
the purpose of demanding our seats
at the hands of the convention. While
scated there Adolph Germer approached
and said -“‘I" ask vou in a comradely
way to leave the hall.’”’ ‘We claimeu
our right to be Judged by the conven-
tion. He then said ¢¢‘If you do nc
leave at once I will have tne police
put vou out‘‘. “We said . ‘‘Then’ the
will have it to, do.”’ He then gave the
order apd 'the police, six or ecight
in number, drove out the Left Dele-
gates. The police remained in force
in the Moderate Socialist - convention
during the entire proceedings. T
became so obnoxious to the Labor
anion that owns the hall that they
forwarded a formal request from the
Executive Comnlittee to Adolph Germer
demanding that he and the Socialist
conventon no longer disgrace the labor
movement by. being responsxb]e for
baving the volice powers of the ca-
pitalist state in control of a socalled
labor convention. 'ite police were not
removed. . ) :

The - National Executive Commitee

that was elected in the recent re-
fevendum that was thrown out by the
former N, F. C. then called a caucus]
¢f the Left Delegatas on the firsy floor)
of the conveubion. building. A general
diseussion - of *he instrnctions received
by the various delegates from their
constituents then toak place.

The majority had instructions to try
in’ every way possible to. rescue the
Socialist party from the rcactionaries;
failing in ‘this they “were "to -organize

definite instructions from West Vir-
ginia but I know the membership
that state and' I was .positive that the
great maJorlty were ready for a radical
change in the policy and tacties of the
American movement and were for
casting the- die for going forward
shoulder ‘to shoulter with' the Bolshe-
viks of Russia and the Spartacists of
Germany as against further temporiz-
ing” with the putrid corpse of parlia-
nigntapism and Modemtc Socialism. I
therefore entered wholeheartedly into
the organization of a force to repre-
scientifically the
proletariat of the world and carry out
the program of revolutionary Commun-
ism such as you and ths other 110,000
members of the Soeinlist Party voted for
eleven to one in a4 referendum that
was also thrownein the waste basket
by the former N, E. C,, namely, the
teferendum for affiliation- with the
Third or .Communistic Intetnation-
Comrade Snider approved my course
and made application for admission to
the Left ‘convention. He was scated
but, as he stated, for the purpose of
heing able te' report the proceedings
of the old party convention, he would
remain. in the old conventlon I doubt-
c¢d the wisdom of this, but he ecan
make his own explanation.

The oxgamzatlon of an mstrument
to give expression to the aims and
*)ulposev of the American proletariat
in the international crisis’ now con
fronting us all was next in order, The
membership had unmistakably register-
¢d ts desire to affiliate with the Thir
Internatonal and adopt the prmmples
of the struggling Communists of Russia
and Central Eurépe. The Commiinist
party- of . America was scheduled to
meet and organize Monday Septembeér
1st. 'The first work for us to do was
to clear the ground for a meeting of
Hinds~ of " the delegates of the re-
volutionary elements in Chicago as
represented in the two Communist eon-
ventions. Jn this ‘we failed. Each side
invited the other to participate in thei
deliberations. The C. L. P. invited the
Gelegates to parteipate on a hasis of
eq“ahtv, delegate " f#t delegate; and
‘we ogreed to go to- their eonvention
on this basid, The C.' P, agreed to ad-
mit us as fraternal de]efrates or visi-
tors until the Communist convention
decided as to0 who represented Com-
munist organizations. These were to
be seated with voice and vote, This
was not acceptable to the majority of
the ‘delegates in the C. L. P. conven-
‘tion, permanent organization was per-
fected and the matter squarely put be-
fore the rank and file. In closing this
rart of the veport I wish to say. that
the C. L. P. convention instructed the
new N, E. C. to issue a standing in-
vitgtion to the officials of the C. P.
to -meet to adjust the insignificant
differences that now divide the Com-
munist elements in America. I am
confident this wiil be done. b

T would suggest that jyst as soon as
all members get a copy, of the program
and plqtform of the Communist Labor
Party that you immediately hold, :

mipig whether you shall unite with the
revolutionary Commmnist movement, or
whether you ghall -continue to - stay
with the reactionary elements who

party to the . purposes of parliamen-
tarian Socialism ahd stubhornly refused

ILLINOIS COMMUN IS".I' LABOR
PARTYY CALLS STATE
CONVENTION-

The outstanding faet of this, the
most momentous period in the world’s
hntorv, is that Capitalism is tottering

1to its ruin. The Great War, beralded

throughcut .the Allied mnations =as
“‘the war against war’’ to ‘‘establish
self-determination of all nations’’ and
te “make.the world safe for demoe-
racy’’ has inaugurated the era of
Capitalist Impenahsm The Peace of
Versailles has proven more ruthlegs
than Brest Litovsk. Labor’s Bill or
Rights, written into the Peace Threaty
by Samuel Gompers is but another
chain binding the wage slave to the
master class. And now we behold the
Capitalist World in chaos.

Qut of this chaotic condition came
the challenge of the Third ~Interna-
tional held in Moscow last March, Here
was a eall to action, based upon  the
wisdom gleaned from the Russian Re-
volution. This Gall was sent to the So-
cinlist Parties of the world urging that
all revolutionary orgarizations affiliate
with the Third" “Irternational. .

The official Qomahst Party of the
United States has failed utterly to
measure up to its historie task. On
almost every issue which concerns the:
vital interests’ of the working eclass
it has shown itself wealk, vacﬂlatmv
and reactionary. The aespica_h]e acts
of the old Executive Committee and
the proceedings of the recent, National
Emergency Convention have laid bare
the miserable = compromising  spirit
which animated those in control of the
Party’s .destiny. 'The Sogialist Party
has broken faith with the  workers.
At the Emergency convention 1t Te-
pudiated- the 'llm'd ]nternahnn by
a vote of .61 to 33 F

In a comm\mlcatxon ‘Qated: qept 9th
State Secretary Oliver .C. Wilson de-
¢lares that no Iweal:or Bra.nch may
take under consideration those matters
of controversy within .the Speialist
Party, thereby: making . himgelf the
censor” of what the membership shall
or shall not het upon. It ‘was just such
usurped power. as thls.bvr the old
National - Executive-"®ommittee tLat
tore the Socialist Party asunder at the
recent National Emergency Conven-
tion, e L5 YO '

Honest and sincere ‘socialists cam nol

longer remain in the Socialist Party.
Thousands of class conscious comrades
have already left the Party, and. re-
cognizing the need of a party. of re-
volutionary Socialism 'have Jomed the |,
Communist Labor Party whith was
born in . Chicago Augist: 31st, 1919.
Tn response to the ‘demand trom cow-
rades all over’ the'state 'this Call” goes
torth for the organization of the Ceom-
munist Labor Party 6f Illinois. A state
couvention will' be Held in Rock Island
Sunday Oct. 12th at Workmens Hall,
712 Eighth St. The convention will be
called to order at 9:30° A, M. and all
‘husiness -logically’ coniifig. before such
& convention shall ‘be dransacted, such
as drafting o stitéWenstitution selee:
tion of state executive commlttee, state
seeretary; and sur’h other * committees
and officials ' as the ‘convéntion may)
dccide. The ‘basis of ‘delegate repre-

sentation . . shall- bhe’ (ag - follows:
where a ecqunty organization
ekists it shall bave ome delegate

for- - every fifty members or major
fraction .thereof, In Qistricts where there
is no county organization every organ-
ized group of tem 'or. more members
whe subseribe to: the Principles, Pro-
gram, and Platform of the Communist
Labor Party shall be entltled to one
delegate. }

Comrades: we urge all branehes and’
locals of the Socialist Party to con:
sider fully the.failure of the Socialist
Party to- measure up to its historie
task and responsibilities. Secretaries
are urged to immediately call a meet-
ing of their membership. and if they
subseribe to.-the Principles; Program,
and Platform above set forth, to'seléet
delegates - to the state. convention -of
the Communist Laber:-Party of Illinois,
Send the name and address. of .your
delegates, -together - with the number
of members represented, to Bdgar
Owens, 433—16th Ave,, Moline, Illinois,
at the earliest possible moment. This
is absolutely . necessary in order that
proper arrangements may be made,

Comrades! A splendind opportunity
awaits us. The .steel workers strike;
the impending cladh between the work-
ers: and owners of the - -railways; the
proposed general strike . of miners—
these are of far-reaching political signi-|
ficance. Illinois is" so- conditioned in-
dustrially that the deeisive battle will
take place here. Let us not prove
delinquent.. Let us ,Tmeasure up to our
historie task. ‘

Fraternally vours,
SAMUEL HANKIN,
Secretary Cook County (P T.)
.. EDGAR OWENS,
Secretary Down State (P )

SOCIALISTS
] By J. B. Guimes
- Our room is perfect with 'so many

books,

And music, and the paintings on the
wall, )

My fiddle,~ and ‘the piﬁno",_and your
song.

The night si fmnrrant and the mnon
is out :

To guide ths' steps of lovers througn
the parks; ) i

And while you lean your head against
my breast,

And hfe is more than living, and our
AO‘Ye |

So warm and holy, one black thought
has come

To mock our freedom and our hop-

. piness:

Géne Debs, our friend, cur Ileader,
qtﬂl in, jail! .

the strugghn proletariat of TRussia

and Eunrope and manuevered things so
as to. put you in'the taeit Pposition
of kicking the Bolsheviks in'the face.

ITn - building s the Socialist party of
Amerea under the domnation of those
who ‘have brought about the present
state of -affairs I am positive ‘that
you ‘are .building a  similer Keren-
skv Scheidemann regime  in: America
that will >one day prove as dis-
astrous sto prolotanan tnumph in the
day of :trial here as it did i’ Eumpe
and Russian.

Fraternally sabmitted,

10 allow you .to align yourselves with

FD WIN FIRTH

A TELEGRAM FROM OREGON.

‘ Alfred Wagenknecht,
‘13207 Clark Ave., ("lcveland

OREGON AFFILIATER. FORWARD
STATE CHARTER, STAMPS AND
[SUPPLIES. REMITTANCE FOLLOWS
BY MAIL.. BEXECUTIVE COMMIT-
TEE, WARREN, SAULIT, LAUNDY,
MILLER, CUSACT—Secretary.

WASHINGTON AFFILIATES

At a meeting of the state executive
committee of Washingtou, the fellow-
ing moticin wus carried: ‘‘That we
coneur in the report of our delegates,
approving their action, and endorse
the Communist Labor I’arty of the
United Stutes; and we instruct our
state secretary to- transact all n=2ces-
sary business with ‘the wational office
of the Communist Labor Party until
sanetioned or rejected by the rank and
file of state.’”’ :

THE RHODE ISLAND CONVENTION

At a special convention held in
Rhode Island. the comrades voted
81 to 13 to affiliate with the Commun-
ist Labor Party, after hearing a report
from Coldwell and Reid, the Rhode
Island dclegates to the national con-
vention,

A representatlve of the reactlonarv
Socialist Party was present, and =z
motion made, by this advice, to post-
pone affiliation for six months, was
voted down overwhelmingly.

Jas. P. Reid was elected temporary
state sccretary.

KANSAS AND MISSOURI HOLD
CONVENTIONS

Communist Labor Party convention
held in Kansas City, Kans., and Kan-
sas City, Mo., on September 21st.

The Kansas convention was attended
by delegates from all really alive
locals in the state and the only alive
lncals' in the 'state are the left wing
leeals. Ernest F. Mc¢Nutt was elected
state secretary for Kansas, Tt is estim-
rated that three fourths of the Kansas
membership will affiliate with the C. L.
P. The 'Missouri convention ‘was also
well attended. A majority = of the
‘well -attended. A ma1or1tv of the
Missouri membershlp is left wing, and
vow that the split is definite, big in-
roads have heen made -into the St.
Louis organization by the C. I. D
J. P. Cannon has.been elected state
sceretary for Missouri, and ‘he w’
also det as distriet organizer-secretary
for the :states.of -Nebraska, Kansas
and MlsSOun

BEDACHT DEBATES FERGUSON.

Max Bedacht, national executive
commitieeman of the Communist Labor
‘Party and. I. E. Ferguson, . national
nxecultive committeeman of the Com-
munist Party met each other in debate
in St. Louis, Mo., on September 26th.
 Bedacht followed the tacties of the
C. L. P, namely argued the question
of nnity from an impersonal and fair
standpoint, claiming that there showld
be unity between the two parties De-
cause thoy are alike in principle and
that personal differences between lead-
ers should not longer seperate them.
Ferguson launched an attack -upon
the comrades prominent in the Com-
munist Labor Party, called the dele
gates ‘to the. .C, L. P. convention mis-
Ted ignotamubes, and- A% &eems o he
the method of those in high offices in
the Communist Party; did everything
he conld to engender further division
by uncalled for bitterness. Bedacht,
in ‘a clear manner, stated the history

tions, eited the decision of the Left
Wing National Conference, and proved
that the C, L. P. delegates lived up to
that' decision while Fraina, Ferguson
and®others violated: it.

The result of the. debate was a
compleie vietory for Bedacht and Com-
munist Labor Party. The Left Wing
section of St. Louis voted to affiliate
with the" 'C, L. P.

CHICAGO ¢ .1.'P/ GONVENTION

Orgamzatmn work ~ is  progressing
splendidly in Chicago. Edwin Firth lias
been 'selected” as organizer for Chica-
go by the national oftice, and Arthnr
Proctor, 204 North Clark street, is the
new Cook County Secretary.

The preliminary orgamzatlon meeting
took place Sunday, . Sept. 28. A good
attendance was had. Chas. Baker ¢
Ohio was, on hand as special organ-
izer. Delégates were eleeted to tha
lllinois state conventipn. The work in
Chicago and Illinois will go forward
with added impetus, now that the work
of organizing the State machinery o
the C. L. P. is about finighed.

YOUNGSTOWN 'UNITY RESOLU-
TIONS.

" The City Central Commlttée, a dele-
gate body composed of representatives
from- language branches who belong
to the Communist Party and represen-
‘tatives from branches (English and
others) who are affiliated with the
Communist Labor Party, passed the
following resolution: That the C. C. C.
of Yonngstown protests: against the
split in the left wing ranks and urge
that the Communist Labor ‘Party and
the Communist~Party -find some way
to unite.

(Signed) WALLACE METCALF
Sec” ¥.

NEW YORK NEWS

“‘By January 1st we are sure to
have local. organization of over 2,000.
As was excpected the Communist Paxr-
ty elements here are already fight-
ing it out among themselves as to who
shall control the  egmntrollers. All the
active - revolutmnary elements have
joined the C. L. P. _

Russina Federation branch 4, of
Kings, by a vote of 27 to 13, vofed ¢
withdraw from the Russian Federation.
and- this branch, together with .four
other Russian branches in New York
have decided, at a récent joint meet
ing, to affi]iate with the C. L. P. A
regards the 8. P, it is Pmctlcally

lifeless, an organization of ‘‘leaders’’
without a rank and file. The future i
-| bright for +the C. L. D.”7 Morris

Zuker,

The rumor, circulated by Communist
Party adherants, that Alexander Bilan
Cleveland and M. S. Warren of Oregon
have joined and are .organizing for. the
Communist Pariy, s withous founda-
tien. Both of them have joined and are
actively. working 'for the Communist
Labor Party, .

We want to warn  all comrades
aggainst extravagant statements made
by enthusiasts for the C P. .Speakers
and ‘organizers for the O L. . stani

instructed not to employ personal at-
tack and mvectlves in their field

of the two parties before the conven-|.

-|den, “I

m"mmmx

I3

(Continued from last week)

We¢ walked down the hall with
Debs, and he assured us that he had
had three good meals, and, that
everything was all right,”’ his usual
expression in cases of extreme ad-
vergity. The Warden made it plain to
ns that he did not wish our visit to
he of length. We tarried a moment
while Debs said that he had received
a numbher of telegrams from his Com-
rades in all parts of the country.

All Aay Monday two Negro convicts
were at work in Debs’ little room,
serubhing the floors, washing  the
windcws and fumigating it so as to
nut it in order to receive the muost
celebrated prisoner this country has
ever kmnown,

As we passed the door of the voom
that Debs will eccupy during his stay,
Dets looked in at the Negro conviets
at work.

‘“The Warden won’t let me help
you,”’ said ’Gene, ‘‘but T shaa’t for-
set vour kind favors,”’

“Das- all right, Mr. Debs,”’ replied
the shorter of the two Newroes, fwe
mighta had a worse job dan dis.’’

The Moundsville prison had just re-
covered -from an epidemic of Spanish
influenza. One hundred convicts were
il and there were two deaths. The
Warden scemed particularly concerned
abouth ’Gene’s health, and admeonished
him to take it easy and rest. : :

‘‘Remember thst f am responsible
for your health, Debs’’, said the
Warden, ‘‘and T want -vou to lea»"
here in as good shape as. yon came.’

| will leave here in better ‘shape
than’ wheén I arrived,”’ said Debs. He
semiled and joked a little and told us
that ke had been treated ‘‘ex-
cellently.”’

Debs would say the same thing were
he hound to the stake and bmned He
would kiss the hand of the.man who
wotld light the pyre under his “feet.

Just before we entered the prison
we  met  three messenger boyvs, and
all. of them owned they had just de-
livered messages for Debs. The War-
den  insisted. that Engdabl,
knecht and myself take dinner with
him. We did so. The Warden was jn-’
terested . to learn something of Deb's
history,

Warden Terrell told us that 25 ye’ns
ago he- was a telegraph operator on
the B. & O. railroad when Debs wes
organizing the  railroad men in the|?
American Railway TUnien. ‘I remem-
ber when Debs went to prison at that
sime,’’ he. said. The Warden admitted
that he hud mnever seen Debs before,
but added: ‘‘He has a wonderfal mind,
& fine brain and bublkles over with
kindness.’’ :

As we talked with the Lkeeper of
the great liberator in his private apart-
merits on’ the top floor of the prison
overlooking the Chio .valley and the
river that flews at its feet Terreli's
iitle girl ronmiped and p}ayed on the(s
ﬂoor. ‘ _

The name of Debs was mentiouned
frequent]v and finally-the little -brown-
G Bady- Jovked snpainsther-Febheris:
cves and asked:

©Daddy, who is Debst”’

The Warden blushed. ‘¢Ask thes-1
gentlemen here, my dear Thev seem
to knew hetter than I!’?

The little girl, her name was Bar-
‘balee 1 1hank fan over to me anid
elimbad wp and my lap. T had just been
playing *‘Patty-cake, patty-caky ba-
ker’s man’’ with her. '

““Whoe is Debs?’’ lisped Barbalee.

“Debs is a good man, kind man,”’
T told her, ‘““who loves all little 'bovs
and girls. And all little boys and gll‘lb
fove him, teo. If he were up here now
he would get right down on the flaoor
there and play with you.’’ The little
girl danced off my lap, and ran over
fo the Warden clappmg her hands
with glee,

*“Oh, Daddv, Mr, Debs is a kinl
nan who Toves little children and ‘he
plays with them, too; do you thing
he will ever come upstairs and play
with me?’’ There was “anxious hopn
in the sweet voice of the Warden's
daughter as she put her question,

The Warden was nonplussed, He did
not know how to answer this innocent
question of his little girl whose imag-
ination had been gripped by the sim-
ple desnnptlon ‘I had given her of
Debs.

¢‘No, my dear,”’ replied the War-
don’t think Mr. Debs wili
ever have time to come up and play
with' you, but you shall see him some
doy.’” Barbalee ran back to me as
though I sould reseue her possible
playmate.

" Debs Goes To P rison

-By DAVID KARSNER

Wagen-|:

“‘Some day,’’ I told her, ‘‘some day,
Barbalee,\when you have grown to be
3 big girl you will' be -Tlad and proud
that you lived in' the same house with:
‘Gene Debs. Lots of his friends would
wish they might say they had lived im
the same house with Debs.”” She
looked at me wonderingly. Her big,
brown eyes weré sad and I felt that
I had given Barbalee just a little
pain.

““I don’t know what vou gentlemen
may think’’ said the’ Warden at one-
point, “‘but I want you all te know-
that T have had no instruetion from:-
any one—ngne from the Governor nor
from Washington — to show Debs
any . special favors or consideration.
What 1 am doing is parely my own
affair,”’

The Warden seemed to want to im-
press us with that view of the matter.
‘We 2ll had hazarded the guess that im.
the case of Debs unusual cousideration
would be the policy, and that this con-
sideration very likely came from nigh -
authority. The Warden denied it. The-
reader may -judge for . himself, '1‘}10
fact.-is, however,, that ’Gene Débs was-
being shown every consideration. Tis. .
breakfast and his dinner had been.
brought to him Monday morring and
ke ate them in his cell. The Warden
said he wanted to save Debs the first
humiliation of walking in the lockstep
to and from the mess hall. Debs wold
have felt no huntiliation in that re-
gard. He felt a little bit peeved that
all the other 895 conviets were nct re-
’|eeiving the same treatment.

‘While we were all talking in Debs” -
room the Warden spoke about ’Gene’s
new job us hospital attendanti- -

““T am going to. do whatever yow
thing is best,”’ said Debs. ‘I want to
earn my board here, at any rate,’’ he
added. ‘and the tall classic frame of
the great Socialist -~ humanist bent
almost double with silvery laughter,
The book that Dehs had ‘been. rea-
ding was John Reed’s *‘Ten Days That
Shook the World.”” I had presented
Dehs with my own copy of that book.
~““If vou cver neced a painter,’’ saidi

Debs, “‘call on me. That was my first.
trade, 1 may be a little slow atjitr,
now, but T can learn it in 2 Jiffy.’”

The Warden smiled and sdid: ‘‘Good,.
I wmauy call on vou for that some day,,
Debs, hut, in the meanwhile, you take-
"ood care of your health: I want yous
to leave here as well as when yous
came,’’ ‘ '
Tucsday afterncon we journeyved 'to-
Moundsville, taking the Warden at his.
word that we would bhe permitted to-
~ée Débs ivhénever we came. The
Warden seemed stiffer than usual, We
asked for plgtuws of the vprison,
whieh were given to us. The Wardeén’s
manner indicated that he would re-

did’" not press the matter.
said: ‘‘The ‘matter is a closed book
now, gentlemen,’’ evidently Mmearing-
that Debs was Convnt No. 2253. Debs:
is the quiest prisoner at Moundsvills.
Ere, is.. siggngmgwhlsq Aays-de; s hig.

physiciap, and in a little while he-
will-hawe full charge of all thc ho--
spital ‘recotds, ‘Debs has asked “War-
den Terrell that he be permitted to-de-
some thanual, labor,

Before we left the Warden permxttedi
48 to leave with Dehs a bm:\ of wi-
gars, a cake of chocolate and a bag
of apples and oranges. In the corridor-
we passed several conviecls painting
the banisters. Debs patted each on thae-
hack.. It was a spoutaneous authurst
of affeetion which he "could not re-
frain from. The Warder. smiled. .
In spite of this kindness, in spite of”
this manifestation of official comside-
ration for Our ’Gene. let the workers:.
not relax ome inota in their efforts to-
get Debs out of prison. He is a pri-
soner hehind bars. He cannot come-
wit of jail for 10 years, unless the-
organized power of the working clags-
forcess the eapitalist class to swing
the lever of that antematie turntable -
through which Debs passed Sunday.-
right, April ‘13, 1919.

Debs knows this as much as any.
It is liberty that Debs warts, and in-
securing liberty for himself he de-
‘wands it for every breathing heing. .
As I write this ‘T am reminded of -
Debs’ ' classic’ statement, printed and:
stated 'so’ many huudreds of timcsw
Shall we write it again?

“WHILE THFRE 1S A LOWER
CLASS I AM 1IN IT. WHILE~THERE..
1S A CRIMINAL CLASS I AM. OF
IT. WHILE THERFE IS A SOUL IN
IRISON I AM NOT FREE.”’

work. The C. L. P. will continue the
policy of demanding vnity and refuses
to contribute even one epithet which

and bitter feeling. Just why the Com-
munist Party officials persist in their
tactics of personal abuse, is a mystery,
for in:the end they will d]qgust their
own membership.

Beatrice M. Sedgewick, state secre-
tary of Delaware, has placed her firy
order for dues stamps.

CLEVELAND GERMAN BRANCH
DEMANDS UNITY,

A resolution pased by the German
Branch, Cleveland, reads in part as
follows: ‘‘We pledge ourselves and
urge all members -of the Commumst
I’arty to refrain from any and every
tactie that may create emnity between
the workers and to do cur utmost 1
bring about unity between all. revolu-
txonary factions, especially between
the Communist Party and the Com-
munist Labor Party.’’

The part of this resclution which
reads ‘‘we urge the Cowmmunist Party
ti refrain from any and every tactic
that may create emnity '’ is well direct-
ed. Tactics which are being pursued
by the Communist Patty at present
Lare not such as will lead to a unity
between all revolutionary factlons m
this country

13, 500 STAMPS ORDERED

The machmerv of the Communist
Labor. Party, only a month . .old, is
just. beginping to move | yet a)ready
13,500 stamps “have heen ordered. Only
two western states have so far been
supplied. Due to ihe distance of these
stdtes from the national office, orders
for stamps and supplies will bo re-
ceived a week o- so later than those

received from loeals and states im the

would make for further- enstrangement|

eust and middle west By the E‘iist of#
November the national office hopes to
report 30,000 dues stamps ‘ordered. us

well as an affiliated membership -
equalling that number. :
—0 X
LOOAL CUYAHOGA COUNTY JOINS “
C. P.

A dnlegate convéntion of Local Cuya~
hoga County was held Sept.,. 28th. By
R large majority, the delegates, most i
of them from federation branches,. de-
cided .to join the C. P. Action of many -
of -the delegates was predetermined by
the wish not to split the local move--
ment and so they voted: for-the C.
together with the federation delegates
who controlled the convention.

The German branch which had 40 -
delegates, handed in a resolution for -
unity between the C. P. and C. L. P.
most of the Hungarian -branch dele- -
gates refused to. vote, the Finrish and
Jewish braneh delegates decided to -
stay with the Socialist Farty.

A feature of the convention was a
resolution introduced by Ruthenberg
which calls> for a sthte convention to -
decide upon the disposition of “the -
state office and its property. Just why
such a resolution was proposed, con-.
sidering the’ fact that Local Cuyahoga
00unty has not contributed to’ tho up-
building of the Ohio Secialist or any
the many other state act1v1t1es, is hard :
to understamd.

On Oct. 2 the preliminary organiza-
tion meeting of the (Jommunist Labor
Party .of Cuyahoga County took place, -
Most of the: aective Englmh speak.mg -
party. members, comrades  who huve
given years to the movement in Cleve-
land were present .Organization work:;
for 'the .C.: L. P, "in Cleveland was
planned and it is expected' that tia
C. L. P. loeal of Cleveland will soon.
become a: strong revohitlonary factor -

in' Ohio’s largest (!lty

fust to let ns agein see Debs, so we -
He merely: ...

work under the direction of the prifon S

v

ot e i it




