international
socialist

No.19 May 1970 20¢

1.S.

o

The Politics of Ecology

Lenin Centennial
1870-1970

Ty

Black Panther Caucus at GM
ltaly - Delano - April 15
Shop Struggle Committees



z

At the recent SMC conference in Cleveland, a
resolution entieled "Women and the War” was
adopted by the women'’s liberation workshop and
then passed by the plenary. The professed aim of
the resolution was to link up the women's libera-
tion movement with the anti=war move

ever, once we get beneath the very up-to-date
1970 movement style of the resolution, we uncov-
er a very old idea -- the "ladies’ auxilliary™,

In the end the resolution, rather than raising
demands which relate to the oppression and ex-
ploitation faced by women under capitalism,

bring its “vital forces, energy and ideas to the an=

ti=war movement”, (In other words, bring more

bodies to do the work. ) For the women's liberation

movement to link up with the anti-war movement
on that basis would be a major step backwards in
consciousness and place the politics of women's
liberation in the same place it has always been -

hidden, y

The resolution begins with a paragraph tracing

the struggles of women in the United States, At
best this chronology is an overenthusiastic, lop=
sided account of American history: "Historically,
women have been in the forefront of ewry major
struggle in the U.S." At worst it is a patronizing
con, focussing on the few times when the struggles
when the struggles of women have come to the
fore and totally ignoring the conditions of their
oppression and its basis in class society, The par-
agraph ends with possibly the greatest sham of the
entire document, stating that "Women all over
the country have been leaders in organizing anti=
war demonstrations” == implying that somehow
the anti=war movement, as opposed to the radi=
cal movement as a whole, has managed to deal
in a meaningful way with the male chauvinism
within its ranks and allow women to play equal
leadership roles.

Actually, the exact wording of the statement
is far more accurate than its intended implication =
women probably have been leaders in organizing
anti-war demonstrations in the sense of doing much
of the shitwork, The question is, have women
played an equal role in the theoretical and tacti=
cal development of the anti-war movement? If
the SMC conference itself can be taken as an in-
dex (very few women spoke from the floor, since
few tried to begin with and those that did were
repeatedly ignoied by the male chairmen), the
answer is clearly no.

The resolution lists ways in which the war af=
fects women, some of which are quite accurately
described: war-caused inflation hits wonjen the
hardest since they make less than men, and wom-=
en whose husbands are forced to go to Vietnam are
faced with the additional burden of assuming sole
responsibility for the children (black and third=
world women are the doubly-disadvantaged -~ it
is they who are stuck with the lowest-paying jobs
and it is their men who are called to fight the
most often),

However, the list also includes ideas that are
false by implication, By stating that the "War
stands in the way-of the just deprdnds of women
to control their own lives, As long as the money
is spent on war, free 24=hour childcare facilities,
free abortions ... will not be implemented®,
the resolution implies that it is the war which
keeps these-things from happening, not capitalism,
that once the war is over all these things will
come about.

If one is to talk about why the war stands in the
way of needed social reforms, one must talk ab-
out control of society - who rules and in whose
interests. More than that, one must also talk
about who pays. It is working people who are pay-
ing for the war and who would still be paying for
those much-needed social reforms if it were pos-
sible to simply redirect funds from the arms ec-
onomy. We must not only demand 24-hour child-
care facilities, free voluntary abortions, free ad-
equate medical facilities, we must also demand
that they be paid for by taxing the banks and cor~
porations.,

ent. Hows=

states that the women's liberation movement should
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Ultimately, only when working people control
seciety will we be able to redirect the nation's
wealth from production for profit to production for
human needs. " 5

Since the document fails to analyze the roors
of the oppression of women or the economic role™
that the family plays under capitalism, it gets ons
to shaky ground when trying to deal with the fact
that wars have often allowed women greater lati-
tude, in the:ease with which they can get jobs and
in the greater variety of jobs open to them. Point
#5 states that war “reinforces the traditional roles
of men and women; even when she does work-in
a defense plant performing a role formerly as-
signed to a man, she is covering the job on an
emergency basis, * This may indeed have been
the only time thart she could get such a job, and
rather than reinfo cing traditional roles, war does
tend to grant women greater leeway. But this is
1ot to say that the key to women’s liberation is
to send all the men off to fight a war however.
The point to make is that women are perfectly
capable of doing their jobs but are pulled in and
out of the labor force according to the needs of
the social system, not their own needs and abili-
ties, §

The resolution continues by saying that "an end
1o the war would set a new stage not only for Viet-
namese liberation, but for women's liberation as
well” == a statement which the author makes no
attempt to prove and can only be taken as pure
demagoguery (especi®@ily if one considers that
four million women iosl:‘their jobs in the eight
months following the end of World War 11 — hard-
ly a step forward for the cause of women's libera-
tion).

The resolution concludes by calling for one day
in the April week of anti=war activity to focus on
women and the war (we can only assume that the
other six days will deal with men and the war --
hardly an equal distribution). It does not attempt
to digcuss the politics of these activities or to raise
demands necessary for the liberation of women.

Not only are the specific points (or the lack
thereof) in this resolution wrong, but, in fact, its
entire thrust is misguided. §If we are to talk about
women's liberation and the war, we must analyse
the integral relationship between them, not just
allude to it. Basic to the eppression and exploita-
tion of women and basic to the war in Vietnam
and the whole foreign policy that created it is
the dynamics of capitalism as a social system.

We must address ourselves to the whole system,
not just to its various separate manifestations such
as the war or- the oppression of women. We must
make clear where power lies, and whav will be
required to defeat those interests which perpetuate
exploitation and oppression, We must make clear
that in the end only socialist society will bring an
end to war and enable women to achieve their
liberation.

The anti-war movement must begin to address
itself to the only power capable of overthrowing
class society -= the working class. We must raise
demands relevant to the needs of working people -=
both men and women. We must develop links be-
tween women'’s liberation and the anti-war move-
ment, but on an honest basis, conlinually stres-
sing that both movements must fight the capitalist
social order to win their own demands.

The anti-war movement == if it is to bring
women in on a legitimate basis, around the strug-
gle for their own liberation as well as against the
war == must raise demands such as those pushed
by IS women and other radical women at the SMC
conference. We must demand equal pay for equal
work,”an end to sexual tracking in the schools,
and on the job, free 24-hour client /staff-control-
led day-care centers, free, voluntary abortions
on demand. We must also demand that the funds
for meeting these demands be raised by taxing
the banks and corporatiens. Only in this way will
we be able to link up the anti-war movement and
the women's liberation movement in a meaning-
ful way.
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ITALY:

- After the Offensive

The Italian 'hot" autumn is over, Practically all the
contracts which were due for renewal have been signed.
Yet it has left behind a mze of unresolved problems,

a trail of dead, and a massive repression against lefuists
and trade unionists, 2

For us as socialists it is essential to analyse the his=
tory and events of the last few months to see how the
perspectives outlined in the December I.S. have re-
mained unchanged and to draw from this experience
important lessons for the future.

It is difficult to express and convey fully the courage,
determination and enthusiasm which Itralian workers have
displayed over these months. In spite of provocation from
the police, the authorities and the bosses, they have
managed alrhost without exception to remain undeterred
and not to lose sight of their objectives.,

It must be stressed that the impetus fdr the struggle

came from the rank and file. Yet the movement has
been directed by the official trade union apparatus,
This apparent contradiction is both real and unreal at
the same time,

On the one hand the pressure from below has resulted
in the unprecedented unity of all trade unions (Chris=
tian Democrat, Social Democrar and Communist), an
alliance which has been formed first at the rank and
file level and then mirrored atthe top, The apparatus
has been able to regain L'(M][rx’}_of/(Tfu leadership of the
struggle only to the extent that it has accepted and ad-
vanced the genuine demands of the base. However,
once the unieon bureaucracy had regained gontrol, they
were able to use it to divert and danﬁpen the struggle,

This does not mean that at the trade union level
the contracts have resulted in a complete sellout. On
the contrary, large (if not dramatic) increases in wages
have been won. The working week will be reduced 1o
40 hours without loss of pay over three years. The right
of the trade union to be represented in the factory through
a shop and department delegate structure and general
assemblies has been won. The differentials in benefits,
holidays, and assistance between blue-collar and white~
collar workers have been decreased, <

All this goes most of the way towards meeting some
of the demands of the rank and file. They are impor=
tant concessions wrested from the bosses with great sac-

rifices. (For many months take-home pay has often
been below half its normal level. ) The trade union bu-
reaucracy, however, in fighting for some of the trade
union demands of the workers hias managed to frustrate
their wider aspirations, The struggle has effectively

been politically defused.

The rift between large and small employers already
apparent in September has increased over the last few
months, While both sides complain bitterly about the
hiardship and difficulties which the concessions they had
to make to workers are going to cause them, the truth
of the matter is that they affect them very differently
indeed. LY

The more modermn international employers (Fiat, Pir-
elli, Iri, erc.) can easily afford the increased costs by
raising productivity, expanding production and gener-
ally taking over a Iarg-c'r share of the market. Interna-
lionally, also, they are better placed to take advantage
of the revaluation of the mark. Many small or medium
small producers may well, instead, be forced out of
production or to merge with the larger giants,

This rift is reflected in the turmoil within the Con=
federation of Italian Industry (Confindustria). The
smaller producers are leaving it to the giants and flock-
ing towards the Confederation of Small Industries. Even

within the nationalised industries there is a rift between

large and small, i

The contracts which were agreed to separately indus-
try by indusiry led to the fragmentation of the working-
¢lass offensive in the last stages of the struggle, The
weaker sections were left to fend for themselves. The
same process was mirrored within the industrialists. Yert
it had a torally different meaning. The unity of the
working class is its very strength. For the employers,
instead, a strategy which is designed to drive the least
efficient out of business or into the arms of their bigger
brothers strengthens the class as a whole, The process
may be superficially similar, but it is qualitatively
different.

The differences between the two sections of the em-
ploying classes, today as in September, resull in two
different political perspectives. On the one hand the
more dynamic and less economically threatened mem-=
bers of the ruling class opt for a reformist path, a stra=
tegy based on the integration of the CP into the govern-
ment sphere in the hope of neutralising the working
class, On the other, the more backward business and
industrial sectors are calling for law and order and a
switch to the right.

The Social Democrats are the chief exponent of the
right-wing solution. By splitting from Nenni's Socialists
on the issue of the CP's possible contribution to the gov-
emment, they had clearly indicated over the summer
that they intended to use the inevitable disorders of au-
tumn to appe al to the country as a party of order. To
this effect, a campaign was mounted to create tension

o

Andrea Savonuzzi

and anxiety,
The sharp contrast between the hysterical articles in
the papers and the responsibility and cool determina=

. tion of the workers threatened to puncture the fear of

revolution that they were counting on until the death of
apoliceman and the explosion of a bomb in Milan, Yet
the hysteria and the violence are not unconnected. The
Ob:

crver wrote, ‘Nobody is crazy enough to blame

President Saragat for the bombings . But the entire left
is saying today that*his "strategy of tension” indirectly
encouraged the far right to go over to terrorism. '

This strategy has, however, failed in spite of Nouvel

Observateur's report that immediately after the death

of the policeman President Saragat sent a telegram of
condolences accusing the leftists before any proof was
presented or arrests made. An attempt was made to
capitalise on the bomb tragedy according to the Evening

Standard: 'At the moment of panic, after the bomb,

the Italian President, prompted by powerful industrial
forces, planned ... the dissolution of the two Chambers
and a coup d'etat a la de Gaulle'. But this failed.

It is impossible to say whether the reports in these
papers are correct, The Italian press has remained sil-
ent on all this, Indeed, attempts were made through
the various Italisn embassies to silence the reporters,
Yet what is clear is that a right-wing turn inspired by
the more backward industrial concerns and some of
the more reactionary political forces has not taken place
or has been stopped. This is not accidental, The strength
of the left and the maigin for manoceuvre which Italian
capital has for reformist policies still imply attempts
to induce the CP to join, or at least support, the gov=
ernment in the near fulun\

Out of the struggle the CP has emerged as a respon=
sible party of order. It is true that through its trade
union it has largely led the trade union struggle. But
what would be more accurate to say is that the party
has abdicated all responsibility of leadership to the
trade union. It has increased its membership = no doubt
losing some of its most militant members, but recruit=
ing from previously unorganised and unpolitical work-
CIs,

The expulsion of a group of left-wing intellectuals
wlio had started a magazine, Il Manifesto, which ex=
pressed mildly revolutionary aspirations and opposed the
policy of entry into the government, has created some
unrest in the Party, Although the magazine was only
for consumption by intellectuals and these dissident
comrades had in no way attempted to create a work=
ing class following for themselves, or to set up a real
oppositional tendency inside the Party, they have
still gathered some support,

N

Unrest in the CP

It is a symptom of the troubled state of many CPers
that in Rome, Pisa, Bergamo, Naples and Cagliari
there was deep unrest. Some branch committees had
to be dissolved and some provincial Federations disci-
plined. Yet although this may help the left groups in
some ways, it paradoxically also strengthens the Party.
The CP's strategy of bourgeois respectability and the
attempt 1o enter bourgeois coalitions demanded the
expulsion of these timid revolutionaries. N

The loss of even a few hundred members up and down
the country and the danger of the pull which these com=
rades could exercise outside the party is a small penal-
ty to pay for the increased security which the party as
a whole will be able to afford the bourgeoisie. In the
next few months with the election of the regional gov-
ernments the CP should make its first decisive step
towards the government. Already they have held as
an example before the eyes of all the relative quiet
and calm of the Emilia region where most of the local
councils are already partly in their hands,

At the present moment the two sections of the bour~
geoisie are still unable to solve their conflict one way
or anotheér. At one and the same time approaches to
the CP and random acts of repression are made.

The liberal government of the liberal parliament,

.
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manned mostly by anti-fascists, is using fascist laws,
in particular Article 272 which forbids propaganda for
the dictatorship of one class over another, Article 305
which forbids subversive politics by association (any
association), and Article 415 which forbids stirring up
class hatred, Seven thousand leftists and trade union=
ists are now under indictment under these acts, Yet in
the long run there can be no solution to the problems
of the Italian ruling class with this kind of semi-re-
pressive measure which can only heighten the clasg

struggle. °

The prospects for the Italian ruling class are still those
of relative expansion in spite of a massive flight of cap-
ital abroad. So long as these perspectives hold, so does
a reformist solution. Already the more progressive ele=
ments are thinking of using the Constitutional Court
to declare the inapplicability of these laws,

The magnitude of the struggle and the unity of the
Hiree main trade unions which diminishes their expli=
cit political dJlu.;iJnc«. should have opened new pers=
pectives and opportunities for the revolutionary left,
The attempts by the trade union bureaucracy to divert
the attention of the workers at the l,u;hl‘ of the strug=~
sainst high rents, the chaos of

gle towards protests ag
urban transport, the inadequacies of the welfare state

and governmental corruption, could have given the left

an important levera

Double-Edged Weapons :

Most of the weapons in the hands of the bureaucracy
are double~edged. When the struggle is specific, they
attempt to widen it in the hope of diminishing its inten~
sity. But this leads them to raise more political slogans
and more political demands, Such is a contradiction
of the impasse and ambiguity in which they find them=
rol of their

selves. On the one hand they rely on ¢
mass basc for their bargaining power with the ruling
class, on the other they constantly need to prove their
militant opposition to employers fo retain their base,

The more political perspectives which the bureaucra=
cy has opened up could have been better used by the
left, Instead of exploiting these contradictions, they
relied on blanket opposition to all® actions of the bureau-
cracy to increase their political standing and to heigh=
ten consciousness. Inevitably they have tended to fail.

A precondition for an effective policy by the left to-
day is the recognition of the importance of the official
trade unions. Instead they simply raise the utopian call
for a revolutionary trade union. Thus they left them-
selves open to accusations of splitting the working class
Jjust as it was enjoying its new-found unity. The problem
today is not the setting up of new trade unions, but draw-
ing up and fighting for a set of demands-which will ef=
fectively attract around the left groups the most con=
scious elements of the class in a programme of internal

\. -
oppositen 10 the existent union bureatcracy.
iy

and
theoretical understanding ¢ ard par-

ons, et¢, The history of Stalinism

This, however, requires(a clear persp
Yie roje of a van

, the trade
which still distorts, even if by rejection (which
yet total or colierent) the Iralian left makes progress

very difficult,
These inadeqtiacies led to the relative isolation of
e of the workers, More

the left groups from the str
tragically, perhaps, the very same problems led to the

relative ineffectiveness of the rank-and-file commit-
iees, - -
These are democratic institutions set up by militant

workérs inside factories often with the aid of outside

politicos. During the last couple of years and through-
out the summer they have been a very important elem-
ent in the struggle. Yet during this autumn they, too,
have proved unable to provide a political leadership.
They, too, have been left largely watching from the
sidelines as the official trade union apparatus regained
control of the rank and file,

At the time of the guerilld struggles of the summer,
the rank and file commitiees were able to increase their
prestige. They were able to inject politics into the fac-
tory, press for rank and file control and initiative, and
win important concessions.

When the struggle expanded, however, the crisis of
the rank and file committees became apparent. Hav=
ing remained outside of the trade unions and in a sense
counter-posing themselves to them, they could not

7~ lead the struggle on the factory floor, This would have
required that they accept delegated authority from the
rank and file to negotiate with the union apparatus and
with the employers. Yer they rejected this role.

They were able to provide new methods of struggle
for workers, such as the wildcar strike and more flexi=
ble opposition to the employers. But they were unable
substitute themselves fully for the trade unions, unable
to provide a national organisation, unable by law to

sign contracts With employers. They relegated them-
selves to the role of pressure groups outside of the main=
stream of eventsé In a sense they had exiled them=
selves from the class to which they belonged.

Implicit in their actions is the confusion between the
political vanguard and the democratic self-organisation
of the class. By trying to fulfil both roles they fulfilled
n either.

The left has also proved to have an ultra-left position
towards the police force. This is understandable, The
brutality of the Italian police is well known. After the
killing of a policeman in Milan, there was a full-scale
police insurrection in the barracks and a desire expres-
sed to ‘clean up !he‘universily' and do away with the
left = an insurrection which might well have had fatal
consequences and had to be put down by other police-
men using tear gas. :

.

Still, it was essential that strikers and demonstrators
differentiate between the role which policemen play
and the policemen themselves, Acute social unrest is
reflected in the police force as much as in the petit-
eoisie as'a whole. Indeed there are ample sigus
that there is deep dissatisfaction among policemen in

Traly.

Letters have been sent 10 newspapers complgining a-
bout their conditions and expressing sympathy with the
ideals and aims of the students. There have also been
some sit-down strikes in barracks of poljcémcn who re=
fused to go on duty, These contradictions might have
been usefully exploited with a sensitive atritude. The

chance was lost,

Chronic Sectarianism

The theoretical, political and practical problems
which beset the Iralian revolutionaries have no egsy
solution. I certainly do not want te imply that they do
not raise important issues of principle, One of the most
unhealthy aspects is, however, the failure of the differ-
ent groups to openly debate and discuss their differen-
ces in order to see common positions and solutions.
Instead there is a chronic sectarianism, a failure to
tackle theoretical differences. Indeed there seems to
be an extreme suspicion of any theoretical approach,
This is an insurmountable barrier which faces Italian
revolutionaries in the present period.

At the moment, one phase of the workers' struggle

is over, In the next few months other contracts are up.
for renewal in some of the more backward industrial
areas such as textiles. The left once again will be faced
In order to meet it, the rank and file
committees will have to understand that their role is
ant shop stewards' commit-
tee within the structure of the unions. They must not

with a challenge

to be something like a mi

be the exclusive preserve of politicos but open to all
genuine militants. They must accept delegated author=
ity. They must fight for the recognition of their role
within the trade union movement.

The left groups must debate all the theeretical issues
and strategies which confront them openly with a view
towards unification. It is impossible to predict whether
either the rank nnd‘ﬁ!c ¢ mmittees or the revolutionary
groups will be equal to the task.

The Italian ruling class is deeply split on the strategy
to follow and the political solutions to seek. Since the
most powerful industrial groups support a reformist poli=
¢y and the integration of the CP into the government,
for the time being this can be the only possible solution.
Much, however, depends on the international economic
situation and on whether, therefore, a reformist road will
remain open.

Exerpted from International Socialism, an English
International Socm/hlarch 1970.

The War
Cameto
Minneapolis

I, as citizen,
put out my hand,
part cover and part greeting.

There was a child there,
and my hand became a weight
I could not hold,

As I watched it lower,

my fingers spread like a star
and began to bend

at the joints.

The tips touched the child's head
first,

but continued to descend,

going heavily down

into the five holes

in :he soft head of the child,

My fragmentation fingers

filled the ragged hollows of his head,
and the weight lifted

from off my hard hand,

transferred to the dead child,

and tightened my bent fingers

as they gripped the Honeywell wounds
like a bowling ball,

Christ, I said,
I don't want to play,

e

INS/AIM

u:s. FBL’ (Cluster Bomb Unit) fragmentation bomb,
manufactured by Honeywell in Minneapolis, Minn.

not with this equipment,
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The Environmental Crisis:
A Socialist Perspective

As environmental catastrophes occur with increasing
(requcn('/\ and severity, we see the bcgmmllg of a new
movement with great potential mass appeal. Unfortu~
nately, the new ecology movement, which it usually
calls itself to emphasize its concern with nran’s rela-
tionship to the total environment, seems destined to re-
peat the same mistakes which have been fatal to other
movements fog change. -

Even though their Doom's Day scenarios differ only in
details - such as whether pollution of the atomosphere
is goimng 10 b“llg on a new ice .'lsL' or cause a gcncral
temperature increase which will melt the polar ice caps =
leaders of the ecology movement continue to act as if
traditional Democratic Party reform politics and lobby-
ing within a basically unchanged social system hold
the key to survival,

Indeed, some of them attenipt to make the issue a
personal, moral one and not pb}nical at all. And, after
all, haven't Establishment politicians from Lindsay to
Reagan, not to mention Nixon, endorsed the goals of
the movement? We all have to breathe, It should be
just a matter of cleaning things up once everyone real-
izes there is a problem. Each of us must stop his own
personal polluting and vote for candidates who under=
stand the importance of the issue.

There is, of course, a catch to this. Even forgetting
about the obvious fact thatumany politicians are taking
up the environmentalissue simply to divert attention
from such “divisive" issues as inflation, poverty, racism,
and a losing imperialist war, there is little reason to
believe that the crisis can be solved within the frame=-
work of thie capitalist system.. If you think that the
threatened extinction of all life will necessarily shock
the world’s rulers into saving the day, consider the nu-
clear arms race. We have been threatened with nuclear
extinction for years. Instead of disarmament, we see a
new acceleration of the arms race with the introduction
of the ABM,

The threat of the final destruction of a liveable en-
vironment will not cause the capitalist ¢lass or their
bureaucratic counterparts in the "Communist* world to
stop that destruction, any more than the threat of nu-
clear destruction has forced them to disarm. Imperial-

ism,

the permanent arms ¢conomy, and capitalist com-
petition have a logic of their own which admits no con-

sideration of even the end qf lifé wself. The struggle to

save the environment is astruggle against those who
rule, and thus it could not be more political.
Ending pollution and reversing the process of enyir-

onmental deterioration will be a very expensive pro-
cess. Ecology movement leaders, politicians, and the

Sara Whité Bob White

media alike emphasize that it will mean "sacrifices

for us all”, i.e., that the masses of people will have

to subsidize pollution control through higher taxes and
prices and a general decline in their standard of liv-

ing - while the prerogatives and power of the ruling class
remain untouched. Such “sacrifices” could only be im-
posed from above, by a state with increased repressive
powers.

Reactionary as this "solution” is, even it would pro-
bably have as much chance of surviving today's cut-
throat internasional competition as the ocean’s whales,
which are being slaughtered to extinction by the fleets
of the United States, Japan, and Russia. Any-real sol-
ution to the crisis will demand democratic planning in
a social system freed from the insatiable drive for pro-
fit which characterizes capitalism,

It is easy for the individual to feel very guilty about
the destruction of the environment, since most of the
mass media coverage of the issue and a segment of the
ecology movement have focussed attention of individu-
al consumption as the basic cause of pollutten. If you
are not willing to give up "luxuries” like your automo-

CAPITALISM \ \

bile, you are as guilty as a polluting industrialist.

This view ignores the fact that there is no mass alter-
native to the automobile = in part because of the pow=
er of the”auto industry and in part because, except for
an inadequate, bare minimum parceled out to neces-
sary social services, taxes are spent to maintain the
permanent arms economy and its imperialist wars rath-
er than to build anything on the order of mass rapid
transit systems. It is not ‘we, but they, the capitalists,
who are causing the pollution. We should feel guilty
only if we aren't trying to break their power.

Although the temptation will be great to try to restrict
the ecology movement to efforts to gain the ears of those
in power, especially now when they seem so attentive,
this is a “short-cut” to nowhere. The revolutionary
changes that the environmental crisis demands will inev~
itably "aliemate"” those politicians who are now "on our
sid including the Muskies and all the and all the
other liberal Democrats.

The ecology movement must learn from the sad ex-
ample of the anti-war movement, which followed Mc-
Carthy into the Democratic Party and ended viewing




Humphrey as the lesser evil while McCarthy carried on
the struggle by going to cover the World Series. If the
movement had maintained its independence, it would
not have had to start all over again several months and
thousands of lives lost in Vietnam later.

The Democratic Party is as much an institution for
maintaining the power of the corporations as the Re-
publican Party. The unorganized, atornized “public”
is no match for the tremendous power of the monopoly
corporations when it comes fo influencing capitalist
politicians or governmental regulatory agencies. Thus
any movement which confines itself to supporting Dem-
ocratic and Republican “friends of the environment”
and legislative regulation of industry will end in de=
fear. )

Moreover, the ecology movement must begin to see
environmental destruction as just another result of a
system which produces for profit and not for use; a
system which pays farmers not to produce while people
starve to death; which wastes millions of dollars on ad-
vertising trying to create new needs for useless products
among those who can afford them, while the crying
needs of the society go unfulfilled; a system whose im=
perialist foreign policy maintains the misery of the
masses of the world's people; a system which spends
billions of dollars on instruments of death,

The movement should begin to raise demands like

the following:

(1) An immediate end to off-shore drilling and other
projects that destroy the environment, with no compen-
sation to the corporations doing the destruction;

(2) A 100% tax on profits of corporations that continue
to pollute, plus reparations payments for past damages;

(3) End arms production and the war in Vietnam;
withdrawal of troops from all foreign countries;

(4) Money obtained from (2) and (3) to be used for a
massive rebuilding program for the cities to make them
liveable, human, and green, providing a guaranteed
job for everyone, planning to be controlled by local
residents; for mass transit development and pollution -
controls and reversal programs;

(5) Workers' control of working conditions;

(6) End all chemical, biological, and nuclear wea=
pons research;

(7) Support for social revolution in the Third World;
end support to all reactionary regimes;

(8) Full agricultural production to feed starving people
of the world;

(9) Support for women's liberation throughout the
world, including the right to free abortion and an end
to tracking and job discrimination against women = pro=
viding an alternative to exclusive child-rearing roles
for women, :

We believe that these demands cannot be granted
within the framework of capitali s
within the framework of the capitalist system. But
they are certainly demands that a rational human soci=
ety would fulfill, We will struggle for thiese demands
with others in the belief that many will become con~
vinced of the need for revolutionary change during the
struggle. The destruction of the environment and the
real possibility it poses of an end to all life makes the
destruction of the barbarous class systems of the world
all the more urgent. >
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.The fundamental responsibility for our "envir-
onmental” problems lies with the capitalist sys-
tem and the bourgeoisie who run it.It is not simp-
1y that capitalism pollutes the air and water, and
builds ugly cities, and produces shoddy goods.
Rather it is that the system has developed 2 soci=
ety fundamentally out of harmony with the non-
human world upon which man's survival depends.
This disharmony has now reached a point at which
the survival of the species, let alone its future de~
velopment, is threatened. :

The ill effects of capitalism on.the natural
world are not, in the main, directly due to its
planlessness and competition - significant as
these are. The main problem is the basic drive
of the system for unending accumnulation, caused
by competition, The world is treated as a mine,
with resources to be¢ extracted as quickly as pos-
sible, rather than as an interdependent ecosystem.

We oppose the idea that technology or indus=
trialism has created our ecological predicament.
On the contrary, technology has given us the pos-

" sibility of a new harmony with the non-human
world. Pre-industrial peoples such as American
Indians, did not and do not live in harmony with
nature - they are dominated by nature, oppressed
by the external world. Modern technological
potentialities point to a society with a wholly new
type of human civilization: where nature will be
humanized and man will be naturalized (Marx).

We reject the concept that overpopulation is
the root of pollution and mass hunger. Capitalism
with its drive toward limitless expansion, unend-

ing accumulation, has produced a similar popula-

tion "policy" of limitless expansion. Only a so=
ciety which is based on production for human need
instead of imbalance, on respect for the indivi-
dual instead of the degradation of the masses ~ on-
ly such a society can limit its population growth
by voluntary means.

-Many theorists chose to blame the ills of capi-
talism on the population increase, instead of the
other way around. Since Malthus, "overpopula-
tion" has been used explicitly to "prove" the im-

s possibility of socialism, While opposing neo-Mal-
thusianism, Marxists see the need to fit humani-
ty's numbers to a finite earth, Positively, we say
that socialism can ameliorate the immediate ef-
fects of “overpopulation” by decongesting cities
and feeding the hungry. More importantly only
international socialism can end population growth,

All attempts to regulate business “in the public
interest " have failed. They had to fail because it
is a bourgeois state, serving the capitalists' inter-
ests. Business, by definition, is wellv‘t’)}g’&ui'zed
and wealthy. It can swamp and enmesh govern-
ment agencies and programs by virtue of its inevi-
table influence. The public is amorphous and un=
organized. It cannot maintain the same steady
pressure on a regulating agency that an industry
can,

For the same reason, movements for "conserva-
tion", "consumer protection”, or “better environ=
ment” are doomed to small victories and big de=
feats. However, middle=-class based, single-issue
movements can help stir things up until a more
powerful social sector is activated, They are
themselves symptoms of a widespread discontent
with the quality of our Way of Life, and we sup-
port these movements, always pointing out their
limitations.

The only sector both capable of making real
social changes and with the interest to do so, is
the working class, The "environmentalist” move=

ment can make changes only if it orients to the
American people as workers -= organized or po- |
tentially organized around their place of work -
rather than as “citizens” or as "consumers”,

The political-economic power of or

s canhiave an

L in counterbalancing

the capitalists’ domination of the state. Not that

5 ' G
"~ Notes on Capitalism
' and the Environment

Wayne Price

W

workers' organiza(iéns can change the nature of
the state, but that organized workers can pre-
sent a more ongoing "lobby" than consumer ot
conservationist groups can. We demand that union
lobbies fight for a human environment. However,
only an independent workers' party will be able
to really represent the egological inleres[g‘of
Americans.

Workers should decide to directly intervene in
the economic process to stop producing and dis-
tributing shoddy or dangerous goods, o stop poi=
soning the environment, to not permit buildings
to be erected in the wrong places, Such a pro-
gram requires both collective bargaining and di=
rect action. Organizationally, it requires factory
workers' committees linked up by representatives
with other committees.

While such demands will at first be mainly
negative, they imply the end of capitalist manage=
ment and will not be granted without continuous
struggle. Such organization implies an economy
run from the bottom up, democratically planned,
for hunan needs, not profit -- socialism. It im-
plies a state based on workers' org anizations ==
a workers' state.

Workers' can be organized to fight in this way,
but not if the purpose is only to fight against gen-
eral ecological-consumer problems. However,
the problem of environmental deterioration is a
very concrete one for most working. people. Most
adults spend most of their waking lives in their
occuipational environment = the deadliest ofall.
The issue of miners’ "black=lung" disease has
resulted in one example of workers' fighting for
a better working environment, which includes not
only pollution, but all aspects of job conditions.
Environment groups should concentrate on educa=
ting workers about these facts = although there are
many facts about environment which workers
could teach to middle-class crusaders.

Of course, the bourgeois politicians have none
of these thoughts in mind when they call for new
environmental or consumer laws, Partly they are
making political hay out of a groundswell of
popular revulsion against being killed by poisons
and dangerous cars. Partly they are sincerely try=
ing to deal with a problem by the only methods
they know. But most importantly they are trying
to channel general discontent away from questions
of income, race, and war toward the more co-op-
table area of "environment”.

What we see as the weakness of this issue the
ruling class sees as its virtue. We must point out
and oppose the large-scale attempt to substitute
"ecology" for other ongoing progressive struggles,
Such substitution does "anvi‘r\on mentalism" no
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Suddenly this year, everyone is in favor of ecology.
Teach-ins seem to be going on evexywhuc Bookstores
are filled with volumes of frightening statistics on en-
vironmental crises, The mass media project gloom a-
bout the future of humanity. Democrats and Repubili-
cans are fighting for possession of the Environment Is-
sue. Nixon has announced plans to solve absolutely
everything by 1976,

It is hard not to view all of this as some sort of plot
to divert peoples' attention from Vietnam, racism and
the economy. But that temptation must be resisted.
Whatever the motives of some who have jumped onto
the bandwagon, the rise of the ecology issue is a logi-
cal response to a real problem,

Environmental disasters have been or.curnng with
increasing frequency. Each new disaster has received
greater publicity than the last, and the interconnections
between the different events have become clearer and
clearer, With the Santa Barbara oil slick at the begin=
ning of 1969, the volume of publicity and the number
of visible interconnections became so great that the
public began to see the issue as a whole. The ecology
snowball is now rolling and picking up speed.

At the same time, it is true that ecdfogy appeals to
some as a means of avoiding-radical politics. Many
activists have involved themselves in the issue prirnaris
ly to escape the frustrations of the Left. Andto judge
by the way the mass media publicize ecology, there
can be no doubt that many politicians do see the issue
as a means of diverting the energies of young people
into harmless channels.

In this respect, the ecology movement resembles the
McCarthy campaign. But although ecology is often
said to make all previous political thought obsolete,
radical politics are in fact highly relevant to ecology,
which cannot usefully be treated as a purely technical
problem.

Consider pollution as an example. If a firm pollutes
the environment as a byproduct of its manufacturing,
the competitive market economy provides no incentive
for it to reduce this pollution. Pollution control devices
cost money, and a manufacturer would have to be
crazy not to pass these costs on to the public by contin-
uing the pollution. Under the pressures of competition,
he is under pressure to continue’to pollute,

In addition, there are more subtle cifects of a capi*
talist society. Under capitalism, people are encouraged

olitics

Joe Felsenstein

to define the quality of their lives in terms of the owner-
ship of goods, rather than in terms of: their relationships
with other human beings. Advertising urges people to
purchase goods they do n@t need and to discard products
which still work. To the extent that this effort is suc=
cessful in speeding the turnover of consumer goods,
manufacturers are encouraged to make products which
fall apart quickly, =

Products are elaborately styled and packaged. It is :
intriguing to speculate about what could have been done
for automobile pollution control with one tenth of the
money spent on the constant styling changes which
produced such wonders as the cars of the late 1950,
It is also interesting to speculate on how many less ul~
cers Americans would have if advertising were confin-
ed to informing the consumer about useful goods.

These are the long-range effects and side effects of _

a competitive capitalist economy, To deal with the .

crises brought about by these effects, it is necessary to
step outside the framework of the market. The pressures
of "public opinion” are clearly not sufficient. Any ser-
ious approach to solving pollution and resource problems
must involve the creation of a planned economy. This
can happen in two general ways: through a socialist
revolution, or by increasing state control of a capital=
ist economy. The difference between these choices

lies in who does the planning, and in whose interest,

Democratic Planning

Under socialism, the planning process and its priori=
ties would be controlled democratically by the people.

A planned capitalist economy on the other harld may
sound like a contradiction in terms. But in some sen=
ses, we already have such an economy. There is an
elaborate system of taxes and tariffs, intended not on-
1y to raise money for the government, but also
to steer the economy in certain directions, There
are the federal regulatory agencies. There is an elab=
orate system of subsidies, from agricultural subsidies to
the SST, from NDEA loans to the defense budget. And
there is the greatest €oncentration of power the world
has ever known, maintaining the greatest empire the
world has ever known.

All of this functions in the interest of a ruling class -
those who own and control the large corporations, Fac-
ed with environmental crisis, they will attempt to ex-
s =

» tend this sort of bureaucratic planning to meet the cri-
sis. In the capitalist planning which would result, prio=
rities would still be set by this same ruling class, in
their interests, not ours,

Proposed solutions to environmental problems are of=
ten discussed in terms of halting economic growth. This
is misleading. An economy has not only a “size” but a
“shape" - that is, a particular internal structure, As far
as the environment is concerned, the, “shape"” of Ameri-
can capitalism is atrocious; there Jprac:icaﬂy no re=
cycling of resources, and competitive pressures create
ever-greater depredations. Real solutions to ecological
problems must involve changing the shape of thejecon=-
omy. A far greater proportion of economic effort must
be directed towards recycling resoustes and preventing
pollution.

It is impossible to control the growth without changing
the shape of the economy. And in a society where "mon=
ey doesn't talk, it swears”, this is inevitably a deeply
political process. The remarkable thing about ecology

" is not that it makes politics obsolete, but that, on the
contrary, every major political tendency observed else-
where has its counterpart in the ecology movement.
The parallels are so exact as to be uncanny,

Technical Problem?

Eco-liberalism. The liberal attacks problems by at=
tempting reforms within capitalism without attempting
1o change the basic nature of the system. Under this
heading can be placed all approaches which view the
ecology issue in isolation from its political context, as
a purely technical problem. This is the most common
approach to ecology, which is not surprising, since
liberalism is the dominant ideology of American capi-
talism,

The basic outlines of any attempt to meet the ecolo-
gical crisis within a capitalist framework can be dis=
cerned. Pollution would be attacked by creating compre=
hensive monitoring agencies. If taxes for fines-for pol-
lution were collected, their cost would be passed on to
the consumer in the form of higher prices. The cost of -
the installation of anti=pollution technology would be
paid by the consumer or by the taxpayer in the form
of subsidies, The priorities involved in taxation and
subsidy would be set by the regulatory agencies,

Such agencies would be staffed (as they are now) by
men from the large corporations, or by men who look
forward go careers in these corporations. They will seek
to maintain the power and the profits of the large cor=
porations. Again, the cost will be paid by the taxpayer
and the consumer - in other words, by the working
class.

Techniques already exist to facilitate planning on a
very large scale = notably the techniques of systems
analysis. But to employ these techniques, priorities
and goals must be specified. Simply pointing to prob-
lems and not being specific about the politics involved
in solving them will allow the priorities of corporate
capitalism to remain unchallenged. This is what will
happen if arguments continue to revolve around how
much the government should spend on pollution abate~
ment, instead of around who will determine the pri-
orities = the corporations or the working class.

Ecology activists should examine their goals and
tactics to see which alternative they are supporting.
There is a real danger that they will find themselves
in the position of being propagandists for statified cap-
italism,

Eco-pacifism. The individual moral witness approach.,

Sell your car, then go around preaching to others to get
them to give up theirs. Expect major results from con=
-sumer boycotts of products which pollute or are made
by polluters,

What this approach ignores is the pressures of society.
It assumes that the consumer is king. It is assumed that
people do not really need cars. It assumes that people
have the ready cash to substitute expensive products for
inexpensive ones.

The problem is that the consumer is not king - there
is such a thing as advertising, carried on a communica~
tions network controlled by the ruling class, Workers
really do need cars to get to work (and really do need
to get to work). So long as mass transit is unavailable,
the prospect of a ten=mile march through the snow will
not be a serious alternative to driving, even on a crowd=
ed freeway. As long as workers must struggle to keep
up the payments on that car, they will not have the time
or enthusiasm to substitute organically=-grown foods for
the products of agribusiness.

There is no real difference between the moral-wit-
ness approach to ecology and the moral witness approach
to the anti-war movement, In both cases, individuals
are blamed for the crime of a social system. But it is

» (Con't on page 6)
R
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A REVIEW OF ECO

CTICS AND THE ENVIRONMENTAL HANDBOOK

Ecology and the
Working Class

As the 70's open, the environmental crisis is fast be-
coming the number one issue for politicians, the news
media, and the 'public’ at large. Not a day goes by
without some mention of the crisis by one newly=con=
verted 'official' or another. President Nixon devoted a
large part of his state-of-the-union address this year to
the crisis.

On April 22nd, colleges and universities across the
country will host the Fist National Environmental
Teach-In", In honor of this occasion Friends of the
Earth and Ballantine Books have put out a book called
The Environmental Handbook, and the Sierra Club and
Pocket Books have published Ecotactics: The Sierra
Club Handbook for Environmental Activists, These two
books are chocked full of ideas for people interested in
fighting around ecology issues, but the thing that will
interest us here is the methodology inherent in their
discussion of the issues, causes and cures.

While liberals are jumping on the ecology bandwagon
as it affects the 'citizen’, industrial and farm workers
directly experience on a day-to-day, 8-and-12 -hour
level the pollution that everyone is talking about, Yet
discussion of their experiences by ecology activists, if
these two books are any indication, is cursory at best
and totally absent at worst. i

Since workers' experience is hardly touched on, it

Priscilla Moody

follows that there is no discussion of the role of the
working class in fighting environmental poisoning. We're
all just consumers here, it seems, and we ourselves are
responsible for the mess we're in anyway, Newsweek,

in its cover story on the 'Ravaged Environment’, sum=
marized this approach:

", . .the villain of the piece is not some profit-hungry
industrialist who can be fined into submission, nor some
lax public official who can be replaced, The villains
are consumers who demand (or at least let themselves
be cajoled into desiring) new, more, faster, bigger,
cheaper playthings without counting the cost in a dir-
tier, smellier, sicklier world, "

The idea that somehow it is the public at large who
is responsible for the mess is repeated again and again
in the two books, Charles E, Little, in the epilogue to
Ecotactics, refers to the danger of ', ., confusing the
so-called establishment with the real enemy - the in-
dividual who consumes_the establishment's products. '

The other side of the coin is, of course, the idea
that, if we all get together and stop buying or using or
whatever these products, that will cure the problem.
Mr, Little suggests that it's not really Con Ed's fault
that it has to expand, build more power plants, etc,,
bur that it's us with our drive to use more electric
gadgets that's making Con Ed do it. »

The facts, however, quickly belie this argument.

In 1968 Con Edison’s sales (in Kilowatt hours) were
6,883, 690, 572 to residential units as opposed to
15,916,112, 881 to commercial and industrial units, He
might better suggest that offices stop using their elec~
trical equipment, and industry do the same. But he isn’t
about to do that,

Individual Action

Mr, Little may be more conservative than most, but
the difference is basically one of degree, especially
among those concerned with individual solutions. Search-
ing the "Individual Action” section of the Environmen-
tal Handbook, one is struck by two things, First, many

_ of their projects for individual actions are actually or-
* ganizational actions, i.e., handing out leaflets con-

cerning pollution, and applying pressure to public of=
cials.

Perhaps these things could be done on an individual
basis, but no one, including those who suggest them,
thinks that this would be effective. However, given
the moralistic, each-man-take-his-stand, attitude of
virtually all the ecology writers, they must view group
activity as individual actions, Once the idea of organi=
zation is introduced and accepted, the moral fervor of
‘individuals® struggling for the ‘'right’ would be lost in
a sordid struggle for (perish the thought) power,

The other thing that strikes one is the almost chil-
dish naivete of many of the suggestions, i.e,, dumping
your unrecyclable cartons at your local supermarket,

mailing in prepaid envelopes you receive for ecologi-
cally undesirable products, complaining to the post of~
fice re eco-pornography.

The point is that even if all these tactics had some
effect, the result, in terms of changing the structure of
the system that breeds these misuses of our environment,
would be insignificant. Unrecyclable milk cartons are,
at best, petty side effetts of the capitalist system, Con-
centrating on that sort of issue will side-track the
movement and make it more difficult to fight the real
causes of the crisis.

“Pitch In”

One spokesman, Cliff Humphrey, in an article in

Ecotactics called 'Doing Ecology Action®, does postu-

late what a worker's role as an individual could be in
this movement: “. .. .let’s follow an imaginary employ-
ee of a steel plant through a day of doing ecology ac-
tion, He will walk, pedal, join a car pool or ride the
bus to work. If he has to drive, he will have a sign on
his car telling how much air his engine inhales and the
nature of its pollution. At work he will post on bulletin
boards, or available wall space, clippings and pictures
concerning ecological issues. He will also be on the
alert for wasteful corporate methods that should be cor-
rected, and be willing to talk fellow employees into
helping him correct the deficiency. If employers are

* aware of a harmful process that could be corrected and

management refuses to take care of it, the plant should
be struck until that practice is correctéd. If manage-
ment wants to clean up but can't afford to pay the
price, perhaps some employees will drop by on a Satur-
day and pitch in, "

. Humphrey is here talking about steel plants, proba-
bly one of the biggest polluters of the environment. To
postulate individual action (or any sort of action from
anything but a strong power base) against corporate
giants like steel companies is absurd, As for dropping
by some Saturday to pitch in and help,.that's other=
wise known as overtime, and it's not likely to be used
to help correct a few minor pollution problems.

The "Political Action” section of the Environmental

Handbook is consistent with the "Individual Action”

section. Marion Edey of Friends of the Earth outlines
FOE's plan for political action: "A branch of FOE
called League of Conservation Voters will actively
support candidates who are working hardest to protect
the environment. In every election year the league
will pick a slate of outstanding candidates who face an
especially close race, Not only will we endorse them,
but we will raise money and manpower for their cam-
paigns. Thus, we can protect our allies in Congress
and possibly succeed in defeating legislators whose poli=
cies are especially destructive to the environment. "
She then goes on to say that we must overcome our
distaste for working with politicians and follow the ex=
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“April 15: Stop Work-
Stop the War......

In conjunction with anti-war activities taking place
across the country, the San Francisco Bay Area Labor
Assembly for Peace has called for a one-day work
5. For the first time,
an attempt is being made to link up the anti=war move=

stoppage against the war on A pril

ment with. militant workers in motion.

Although, for various reasons , this first anti-war
work stoppage will not be massive, it does mark a sig-
nificant development in the anti-war movement; Unlike
past mass demonstrations, or even "no business as usu-
al" activities, the work stoppage is a step toward the
building of a militant, organized, politically con=
scious movement of working people,”based on the real
collective power they have as workers,

Unions in this area, especially those who supported
last fall’s Moratorium activities, were asked to endorse
the work stoppage, and to help mobilize their mem-
bers for it. Rank-and-file groups, caucuses and indivi=
duals in shops and unions also were urged to raise the
issue, Unfortunately, for reasons to be mentioned lat-
er, the organizing work, especially with respect to
the latter groupings, has been minimal,

Bay Area unions endorsing the April 15 work stoppage
include Painters Local 4, 1\malgam;\léd Clothing Work-
ers Northern California Joint Board, AFSCME 1695, So-
cial Workers

5, Building Service Employees {400,
Office Employees #29, and several AFT locals. In

unions which would not endorse the action, militants
and anti-war individuals are expected to participate.

ILWU Cops Out

Notably absent from the list of.gndorsers are any of
the ILWU (International 71.\\[\53!10}(- Workers Union) lo=
cals, ILWU Local 6 had passed an ambiguous motion,
but later insisted on being dropped from fhe list of
supporters. This fact is closely related to the function=
ing of certain members of the Labor Assembly for
Peace, who attempted to undermine the work stoppage
from the very beginning.

Under pressure from the ILWU leadership (which, by
the way, has for too long had a reputation as "mili=
tant"), these people did what they sould to prevent

the necessary publicity and notifications of the work
stoppage from going out, It took some doing just to get
out a letter asking for union endorsement.

Their argument is that somehow a work stoppage is
too radical a thing to ask for at this time, and that doing
so would only alienate union leaders. Of course, this is
based on a general outlook which is concerned more
with maintenance of comfortable, though increasingly
tenuous, political alliances with the labor establishment
in San Francisco than it is on raising workers® conscious=
ness about the war and the society.

Our job should be to point out the connection between
the war in Asia and the growing economic squeeze on
the rank and file working person, and to raise the ques-
tion of who profits from war and who pays for inflation.

The war in Vietnam is not, after all, just an abstract
“moral” issue. Ifit were, perhaps we would have to
spend our time looking for the anguished support of
"sincere” and well-meaning union bureaucrats who are
as concerned as is Nixon with the social consequences
of this unpopular war,

In fact, the inflation which is eating away at our
standard of living is perpetuated by a war economy,
Meanwhile, as the GE strike showed, the corporations
are insisting on the maintenance of their profits while
their workers bear the full brunt of the inflated war
costs, While they are pmlecting’lhcu "right" to profit

o

off war, these corporations will cry to their workers how
“unpatriotic” it is to hurt the war effort or the economy
by striking.

Somehow, it's not unpatriotic to attempt to suppress
a people fighting for self-determination, or to make
super profits off a military venture which is killing
thousands of Vietnamese and Americans. But in the
eyes of the corporate magnates, it borders on subversion
for workers to demand the preservation of their standard
of living in the face of rising costs resulting from the
war,

Such a set of values may rest well with union leader~

BIG BUSINESS (to Labor, generously):
for your patriotic action in 'tending this glorious plant; you shall have all the fruit
above the ground—I'll take ONLY the roots!”

“My good fellow, you'll be well paid

IndBstrial Pioncer, June 1925.




ships who have committed themselves to support of this
rotten, intérventionist foreign policy - like George
Meany himself - but it clearly must be rejected by any
self=respecting working man or woman who is not being
paid to wheel and deal with the politicians in Washing=
ton. e

Many of us in the labor movement have been opposed
to the war from the beginning and have participated in
activities designed to demonstrate that opposition. How=
ever, so long as our activity as workers was as indivi-
duals, our effect was limited. Mass marches have been
a good way of bringing people into active opposition
by showing them they ate not alone. But it is when we

s, exercising the

begin to act collectively as worke
power we have as the producers in this society that we
will see some real results, 2

Last November, perhaps a million people demonstra=
ted their opposition to the war by engaging in "no bus-
1. " Yet Nixon could claim to ignore these
III&Hy

appealing to a "silent majority, "
ually were among the participants in the
Moratorium! This is partly because the demonstrations
of last fall exhibited little in the way of real social
power.

‘“We Are the Power!”

If those one million people = ot even half that num-
ber - had been workers organized to stop production,

think of what the effect might have been, The work-

ing people of this country collectively keep this coun=
try running. If the millions of rank-and-file workers

of this land decide that the government is leading them
to disaster, they have a right and a duty to do what
they can to stop it. And that will very likely mean op-
posing their own union "leaders”,

The recent city strike in San Francisco and the na-
tional postal walkout showed what the rank-and-file
can do even when their leadership is firmly opposed to
them, Not only are the interests of the rank-and-file
different from those of the union leaders, but, moreover,
the real power rests with the rank-and-file once it is
conscious of this fact and is organized.

Even those union leaders who oppose the war, for
their own guilt-ridden reasons, are unable to step out
labor leaders, to lead a
ar, Only the

of their role as "responsible
struggle against the government and the w
rank=and=-file can turn the “concemn of sincere men
into the anger and militant opposition of a powerful
working class, fighting for its interests - the interests
of the vast majority of the population. -

Right now, as a beginning, working people can act
in a way which points to their regl power and which.
expresses their opposition 1o a dirty imperialist war by
stopping work on April 15. The April 15 work stoppage
can signal a new turn in the anti=war movement, away
from the ritualistic "gathering of the tribes® which now
occurs every year under increasingly meaningless ban-
ners.

An organized, conscious working class, acting for
itself, not only provides a powerful means of opposi=
tion, but offers an overall way out by posing the Ques=
tion of the democratic reorganization of the whole so=
ciety. Only the working class can do that, and only
that is what we call socialism,

S,

A . y sociali hi
by the International Socialists.
Subscriptions: $1.50 a year for 10 issues.
Supporting Subscriptions: $5 a year; Foreign
Subscriptions: $2 a year; Bundles: 10¢ a
copy for 10 copies or more; Introductory
Subscriptions: 45¢ for three issues.
benclose —_________. Please send me a
bscription to the IS.

Name

Address

P.0. Box 121
Berkeley, Calif. 94701

%

The Molly Maguires

Jerry Hodges

Those who desire-a reasonably accurate por=
trayal of what conditions were like in 2 small

i i ; 1870
isolated company-owned mining town in the 1870

should see The Molly Maguires,

Vividly portrayed are the utter despair of ab-
ject servile poverty, the horrors of tunnel min-
ing and the revolting and despicable use of child
labor which was endemic to the period.

The Molly Maguires were a group of rebel
miners in Pennsylvania who attempted, through
the use of frequently yiolent tactics to redress
their grievances and obstruct their oppressors.

In the beginning of the film, the Mollies are
infiltrated by James McPharlan, a poor immi-
grant who decides that the only way out of his
miserable condition is through cooperating with
the system in the oppression of his fellow work-
ers, He succeeds in his plan, but in so doing is
made 1o realize that he has lost something of
mfich greater value, his dignity and worth as a
person;

MePharlan represents all that is rotten and de-
humanizing in the capitalist system. 'He realiz-
es that the problem lies in the exploitation of
the workers by the mine operators, and even
sympathizes with the Mollies, but is still unable
to make the sacrifices required to reject the sys-
tem and fight alongside them. Instead, he be-
trays the group and bfir1g> about its eventual ex=
termination. :

One particularly efféctive aspect of the film
was its treatment of the church as the tool of the
operators in keeping the workers subdued. The
town priest invokes the time-honored bourgeois
incantations against the evils of violence and
consistently reminds the Mollies of the horrible
eternal tortures awaliting those who resort to it.

The most serious flaw in The Molly Maguires
lies in its lack of any political content, In the
midst of an extremely accurate and effectively
presented setting, we are given a melodramatic
soap opera revolving around the internal strug-
gles of poor McPharlan and the daring exploits
of a gang of rebellious malcontents devoted
solely to the distuption of the mines.

In reality, the Mollies were not just a sect
of bomb throwers, but a quasi~political group,

certainly not conscious revolutionary socialists,
but nevertheless possessing certain clearly-de-
fined working class objectives.

Prior to the events depicted in the movie,
there had been perfodic attempts on the part of
the mine workers to form unions, but these ef-
forts were almost totally thwarted. During the
1840's and 1850's, there was a series of dbortive
crikes’in which state troopers and coal and iron
police, controlled by the operators, frequently
beat .and killed workers, usually without the
s lightest provocation.

Since the miners were prevented from winning

-any real gains through more~pacific means of pro-

test, the Molly Maguires frequently found it.ex~

pedient to resort to terror or the threat of it, Most
Molly activity was confined to delivering threats
to particularly odious individuals, such & strike=
breakers or especially bad superintendants.

After the defeat of the 1873 strik
Gowan, the leader of the mine operators, deci-
ded that it would be a propitious time to liquidate
the Mollies, and McPharlan was the man chosen

, Frank P,

to do the job
One can have only one opinion of McPharlan:
he was a rat, a police informer who was willing
to go to any lengths to garner crumbs from the
bourgeois oppressors, even to the point of betray-
ing his own people. McPharlan was able to get
nineteen Mollies tried, convicted and hanged
with hardly a scrap of evidence. It was this
same reprobate who would, thirty years later,

employ the same tactics in an unsuccessful at-
tempt to engineer the legal murder of Big Bill
wood.

The attempts of

producer of this film to ig-

nore the reali the obscenity which McP!

lan represented stems from the old ploy of white-
y name. of

@

1 in th

g the capitalist

"objectivity", We are instead given a bland, di-
luted account which stresses the secondary aspects
of this struggle and ignores the real cause of the
atrocities, capitalism,

n short, The Molly Maguires blithely ignores
the roots of the disease and concentrates-gravely
upon the symptoms, It sees a cancerous patient
and prescribes aspirin.

Coal Miners in Pennsylvania

Metro/LNS
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Major Breakt ‘
~ Grape Strike  ..om

An historic first occurred on April 1, with the announce=
ment that three table grape companies in Coachella Val-
ley, California, had signed a union contract with the
United Farm Workers Organizing Committee, AFL-CIO,
The breakthrough occurred as the union girded itself for
a major strike in the Coachella Valley, an area south of
Delano, whose high temperatures prodyce an earlier
harvesting of table grapes. ;

This important victory for the grape strike is the first
contract in table grapes, Consumers will be able to eat
grapes with the United Farm Workers Union Label when
the grapes are picked in the months to come, The con=
tracts will cover some 750 workers at the peak season
in May and June, o

The three companies == David Freedman Co., Chdfles
Freedman Co,, and Wonder Palms == cover more than
1,100  acres in the Coachella Valley north of the Mex=
ican border. The three vineyards are operated by Lionel
Steinberg, a Democratic Party spokesman for agricul-
tural interests and a key agribusiness adviser to Gover=
nor Edmund Brown up to Ronald Reagan's victory in
1966.

The three-year contract sets a minimum wage of
$1.75 for the first year plus 25 cents per box of grapes
picked during harvest (the current rate is §1. 65 plus
15¢ a box); ten cents per hour for a health and welfare
program; two weeks'-vacation for semi- yearly workers;
hiring hall procedures; two cents per hour, to be used
by the union for such projects now in progress as the
retirement center; and a successor clause to protect
the gains achieved should the property change hands.

Safety Clause

A safety clause provides that the growers must give
the workers advance notice of any use of pesticides. To
protect both the workers and the consumers, the con=
tract bans the use of "hard pesticides, " including DDT,
Aldrin, Dieldrin, Endrin, TEPP, and Parathion,

The safety clause has become a key issue with the
union. Last fall UFWOC Director Cesar Chavez initia~
ted new approaches to the Delano growers, indicating
that the union was willing to reconsider its $2 an hour
minimum wage demand, but would not yield on the
pesticide clause. The growers spurned the offer at the
time,

The growers have rejected union attempts to discoy=
er what agricultural chemicals and pesticides are being
used in the vineyards, despite the mounting evidence
of their harmful effects on farm workers and their fam-
ilies. The union has escalated its campaign against
pesticides, and its demands that the workers and con-
sumers be given maximum protection against pesti-
cides.

"This is the major issue, more important than money, *
Chavez stated. "What go‘&l«is money if you don’t have
your health?" The state’s largest industry, the $4 bil-
lion agribusiness employing over a half million farm
workers, has the highest occupatibnal disease rate -
three times as high as the average rate of all industries,
The growers have been criminally negligent where the
health and safety of farm workers are concerned.

Both Chavez and Larry Itliong, Assistant Director of
UFWOC, expressed some disappointment that this con=
tract fell below the $2 an hour minimum contained in
their wine grape contracts, but there are yearly re-op-
ening clauses on wages.

Five years ago, the grape strike began in Coachella
Valley. At that time, Steinberg, leader of the Coa-
chella Valley Growers' group and a member of the
State Board of Agriculture, refused to sign a contract
with the union, with a guarantee of $1.40 an hour. The
strike then travelled north to Delano, whose vineyards
were struck in September of 1965.

Last year the union struck the Coachella Valley vine-
yards, but was unable to get a major breakthrough. The
grape boycott sharply reduced the prices of Coachella
grapes, and the growers, especially Steinberg, bitterly
complained of their losses. Last year, it was rumored
that Steinberg was on the verge of signing, since his

B

image as a "liberal Kennedy Democrat” was slipping.
An ironic coincidence: both Chavez and Steinberg,
strike leader and struck grower, were on the Kennedy
slate of delegates in 1968, The same Robert Kennedy
had served as Attorney;General under President John
Kennedy in 1960; neither used the power of their office
to stop the infamous bracero program, which exploit=
ed the poverty of Mexican Nationals and furnished the
growers with a cheap labor force and a handy strike-
breaking instrument when domestic farm workers struck,
Bur then politics do make strange bedfellows, especial-
ly when presidential candidates are courting the votes
of Mexican-Americans. A major role in achieving the

hrough in

7

March 27, just before Easter, labor leaders from through-
out California, representing the AFL-CIO cgntral labor
councils, and the new head of the California Labor Fed~
eration, John Henning, met with the Delano strike lead~
ers. Most councils, and especially the CLF under its
former chief, Thomas Pitts, have failed to give the
grape strike the kind of sustained, massive solid aid
needeg to win.

Pitts, a former Teamster official and deeply conser-
vative, regarded the grape‘slrike, its leaders and its
supporters with considerable distrust and kept his dis-
tance, Other union officials travelled across the country
to express solidarity with the grape strikers. He never

The first “Caravan to Delano” from the S.F,.-Bay Area was organized by Anne Draper, pictured above delivering
part of the three tons of food to Cesar Chavez. Some ten cars, carrying the badly-needed food and $800 collect=
ed by trade unionists, Berkeley students, and strike supporters, drove the 300 miles to the strike front in the first
demonstration of strike support shortly after the strike started, Since then the tradition of monthly caravans to De-
lano has been maintained and extended, serving to keep close bonds between the strikers and their supporters.

Coachella Valley break-through was played by the
National Conference of Catholic Bishops. A special
committee on farm labor had been working for some
months to bring the two sides together, along with the
AFL-CIO's Director of Organization, William Kircher,
The largest minorities on strike are Chicano and Fili-
pino, mostly Catholic, But the Catholic Church has
been sharply divided on the grape strike and boycott,
and lagged behind the strong support given by Protes-
tant groups.

The three vineyards signed up represent about one=
eighth of the total grape production of about 8,000
acres in Coachella Valley. They hope to boost their
sales by the use of the United Farm Workers Union La-
bel: the black eagle on a red flag - known to grape boy-
cotters throughout the United States and abroad.

Meanwhile, plans to intensify the boycott against
scab grapes were outlined at meetings held in Delano
just prior to the Coachella Valley signing. On Friday,

L+

made it to Delano, nor did he make any serious efforts
to mobilize California’s two-million union menibership
to help the embattled farm workers win their strike.
Henning, who became deeply interested in the farm
workers' cause during his years as Research Director for
the CFL, pledged "an intensified program in support of
the farm workers", The labor conference discussed how
to make the boycott more effective, and also called
for the ending of subsidies to the growers. The farm work=
ers’ strike and unionization may well become a major
test of the new state AFL-CIO leadership,
At the labor conference, the boycott's director,
Larry Itliong, reported on what is undoubtedly the most
massive and sustained boycott ever run by any sector
of American labor, Teams of boycott volunteers - in
some cases farm workers and their families who had
never been outside Delano - were sent to some 41 maj=
or cities in the U.S, and Canada. They succeeded in
cutting by 30% the table gtapes sent to those areas.
? (Con't on page 11)
N
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Interview with Ken‘ﬁy Horsten

Black Panther Caucus
~ at Fremont GM

The largest industrial plant in Northern California is
the General Motors Assembly Plant in Fremont, located
between Oakland and San Jose, In 1968 a group of black
GM workers formed the Black Panther caucus. A number
of the leaders of the caucus were members of the Black
Panther Party, but the caucus also attracted large num-=
bers of workers not in the Party. While the base of the
caucus remains the GM plant, the caucus now has ;m:m-
bership from a number of UAW plants in the San Fran-
cisco Bay Area,

The IS talked to Kenny Horston, founder and Chair-
man of the Black Panther Caucus.

1S: Would you describe the general situation in the l}e-
mont plant?

KH: When the plant moved from Oakland to Fremont in
1963, General Motors stopped hiring black workers. They
didn't come out and say it, but they set a policy that
they would not hire anyone who lived outside the Hay=
ward-Fremont arca, Well, at that'time there were no
black workers living in Hayward. They were all living

in Qakland,

A group of brothers demanded that this practice be
stopped. Management's statement was that they were
having too many problems with black workers: "they
were always gambling and fighting, they never came
to work on time, they never paid their bills, they were
always drinking on the job, and in general, zhcy were
just-unreliable workers. " This was the position of GM
up to about 1965, But as production increased and GM
found they had to increase the work-force, they started
to slowly bring in more black workers,

Racism at Fremont

1S: What about racist practices once black workers do
get hired? s 2

KH: Any black worker in any UAW plant or in any union
can tell you that racism does exist, In Fremont it is so
subtle that some workers do not relate to it, They've
even got a vice-president who's a black guy, who stands
up and says that it does not exist. Our shop chairman
and international representative took a position six years
ago that there was no racism in the plant.

chioke on the paimt fumes.

Then they have other jobs that are called water jobs,
with what they call wet sand, For eight hours a day you
have to trudge around in about two feet of water with
boots on that have holes in them, You have to be either
a duck or a fish in there, but that's where a lot of black
workers go, those kinds of jobs. That's where manage=
ment prefers to put them. !
1S: When it comes time for promotions and getring
berter jobs, is there clear preference by the foreman
and management for white workers? g
KH: Yes, It is shown by the degree to which manage-
ment gives the black workers the'hard jobs because they
know they will have to stay there because they have
nowhere else'to go. They give the easy jobs to white
wotkers because they know that if they give them the
hard jobs, that they'll just quit and go someplace else,

As far as getting out of the pits, the body shops, the
wet sanding area, or the spray booths, management has
a provision in the contract that says they rerain the right
1o job assignment and this means they can assign you to
any job they want to, If you want to protest, you have
10 go through the grievance procedure, which might
well take anywhere from 30 days to 7 months and by that
time, rtqy might come around and take you off the job.
1S: What pércentage of skilled jobs are held by blacks?

Kenny Horsten

But now with the increase of black workers at Fi %
naturally the problem has come;/to the front, We find
that the majority of newly-hired workers are black,
They hire about five black workers to every two white
workers, But after that ninety-day probationary period,
we find that there is only one black worker left, and those
same two white workers are still there.

IS: Are there some jobs that are reserved for white work=-
ers only?

KH;: I think you should say ‘reserved for black workers.
There are such jobs mainly in the body shop, usually
referred to as the sweat shbpp the dark room, or the

hot house:—And they call it this because the body shop

is where you do the welding and the sparks fly around.
You get burned, and there is no ventilation. It's so
thick you're actually breathing that gas. That's where
most black workers go. :

Or they are in the pit where the cars roll overhead
and you have to work underneath, where the oil from
the transmission and the gas and water drip down into
the pit, For eight hours a day you have to drag around
in that, and the stuff they've put on the floor that’s
supposed to absorb the oil. Well, after awhile, they've
put so much of it down and you're dragging around in
all that wet gravel and stuff and you're cussing all that
stuff that's dripping on you - in your face, in your hair,
and all over you.

And then there's the spray area on the production
line where you have to climb inside the cab of a car
or a truck and spray paint. You know how small it is
inside of a car and you have to wear a mask because
when you spray it comes back on your face and gets
into your nose and eyes and ears. You can hardly breathe
through that mask and if you don't wear it, then you

i

KH: There are about 300 or 400 skilled jobs and I think
we have seven blacks, And they came within the last
three years. M

1S: You raise two issues in describing theseft aéé?ééing,
dehumanizing conditions, First, of course, is fighting
against blacks or chicanos being given systematically
the dirtiest and hardest jobs. The other is fighting ag-
ainst the conditions themselves so that no one is forced
to do these jobs, Is there any general struggle over
working conditions?

Working Conditions

KH; There is a section in the contract on work stan-
dards which is the only clause we can strike over after
the union goes through procedures. Say an individual
is protesting a job; usually it is in the soft trim or the
body shop. He files a gri
cessed and it takes months before hie gets 4 reply to it

vance. The grievance is pro-
: ’
ar before he hears anything else about it,

Thi
ways

1 there may be a settlement which wor

f you've got ten s working in that body

and all of them arc breaking their ass doing a job, then
one of them might write up a work standard grievance,
Then, if he is the fifth man in line, after months the
settlement will take the work off him and put it on the
ninth man in line. Then the ninth man will have to turn
around and write a grievance and management will
stick the work on the first man or something like that.
So it's not just enough to deal with individual work-
ing conditions. We have to get rid of those jive-ass
grievance procedures, written by management and the

/

union, Only then can we begin to déal effectively with
those working conditions, because these procedures disarm
workers, making them think they have some kind of re-
dress when they really don’t.

IS: Have there been any wildcart strikes over working
conditions?

KH: No, The last wildcat strike in the plant was, 1
think, in 1964 over something about wage scales and
working conditions. The leaders of that are no longer
there.

1S: What about some of the broader political issues?
What is the feeling in the plant about inflation, repres-
sion, the Nixon administration and the war in Viernam?
What's the feeling there?

Broader Political Issues

KH: The broader political issues are almost non-exis-
tent in our union. Ithi
non-existent in just about every union you have in this

that these issues are almost

country,because of the bureaucracy of the union leader=
ship. By consolidating their power the way that they have,
they decide the direction in which the workers will go
on the broader issues. Now when I say isolated, it's not

like the guys don't know what's happening. They do

know what's happening because they read their new:

paper wherever they live.

f there's any position taken by fie union, it is set down
by Walter Reuther in Detroit in the form of a_letter, and
he informs the rank-and-file what their position is, They
are able to dathis by directly and indirectly discourag-
ing the rank-and-file members from attaining union
leadership or from even actually participating in any
political program other than the Democratic Party.

They set up an organization called the Political
Action Committee and the COPE Committee and all
these other committees. All these are political com=
mittees that are geared for the Democratic Party, No-
body else, no other direction, no other way, and there
is nobody inside those organizations that is going to take
it from that. If they try then they're out. Simple as
that.

IS: Is there much discussion of these issues on the job or
on breaks?
KH: Well, yes, there's something like that, Everybody
will say, well, yes, inflation, it's Nixon's fault, And
they forget all about it. There is really no meaningful
dialogue coming out of the rank-and-file concerning
any of the issues outside their local union.
IS: Would you say that the bulk of the workers favor
the war, oppose the war, or consider themselves part
of Nixon's "silent majority"?
KH: Well, I would say that they're split for and against
the war. Not necessarily for‘g as hawks, but for it be-
cause of their patriotic feelings - that if we were to
leave, we would lose face, even though some have nev=
er seen Vietnam, Then you've got the other guys who
are against the war because we're spending too much
money in Vietnam, that kind of thing. Our caucus
held an anti-war rally November 13, and the rally was
fairly good. We got a fairly good response out of it.
We didn't get as many people to attend as we wanted
because of the time involved, But the guys came over
to hear speeches, and that is the first time that some=-
o

thing like this has even been done outside of the
ture of the union Icadership \’

Women Workers

1S: How mdny wom
Kii: s
of about 5,000 worker
18: That's not the office sections?

KH: No, that’s in production. There might not be that
many women; I'm just estimating.

IS: Are there any women in the caucus?

KH: At this time we're engaging upon bringing some of
the women to the caucus, but they do not want to par
ticipate because of that fear. Well, they don't know
yet. Most women out there have families and are work-

fety very few. Ithink there might be 25 oi 3u out
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ing because they need the money and they don't want

to be bothered with politics. That is not just the wom=-
en. That's the majority of the men oo, So naturally
they aren’t going 1o want to deal with the situation :

either, We have to start raising these questions.

1S: Does the caucus have as part of its program of de-
mands anything regarding women's liberation, hiring of
women ?

KH: Yes, 2
IS: Whag kinds of things? : :

KH: Well, we point out the large number of women in
the work force in this country and how, in effect, that
the women are being deprived of the right of equal
employment with equal pay,-We demand child-care
centers and women in union leadership positions.

IS; What about the UAW Women's Bureau?

KH:It is headed by a woman who is abligated to Reuther
and that is just like setting something out in the middle
of the ocean and leaving it there and hoping that it floats
back to land. That's the way it's set up, Now this is the
only union that has, believe it or not, a Women's
Bureau, But what it deals with is pollution and conser~
vation. They don't deal with women's liberation, and
it's going to be kept that way.

But it's necessary to deal with these issues because in
Detroit you have a lot of women working in factories,
Whereas out here, other than in the aircraft factory in
Los Angeles, women are almost non-existent in the UAW
plants, in Detroit you have a large percentage of wom-

en workers,
Wallace Supporters

IS: A remendous amount of speculation exists within the
radical movement about support for Wallace among
white workers. A lot of people thought that it wasn't just
a sign of racism, but was also a sign that white workers
were unhappy with the unions, with the Democratic
Party, and so on, and that because of the unrest among
white workers, Wallace was able to demagogically gain
some support among them.

In Fremont, there is an actual Wallaceite Caucus
functioning inside the GM plant. What exactly do they
do, not only about racism, but also when it comes to
the question of general workers' issues, production con=
ditions, speed-up, and so on? What sort of guys go into
that Wallace caucus? Is it guys who are militant on
plant issues, or are they reactionary not only on the
race question, but also on plant issues? -

KH: The Wallaceite thing only grew up out of the Pres-
idential campaign and before that, it was the Goldwa=
ter groups, So you see, the Wallaceites are the latest
group that has sp'rung up and they dealt with some issues
that were relevant to the workers, but Ihey were 3o small,
Once or twice they came up with questions about what
was the union doing with the money, where were the
finances going, but all this came about in the local union
elections that were held in June, 1969,

They mainly appeared during the Wallace campaign
and were stirred up with the help of the local union lea=
dership., :

Now the Wallaceites were never an effective group.
They were just a small group of racists. The majority
were just poor whites that were out trying to protect their
interests, 100, because they believed the same story
that management and union leadership were perpetra~=
ting, and we see these poor whites as being fooled and
tricked into believing that the blacks were out to take
their jobs. .

But when it got down to the nitty-gritty of it, you had
a small hard core of racists even in management who
passed out a lot of material that vaguely hinted around
to racism and this material was taken to management and
management refused to get on it. Later some material
came out with more explicit racist statements like, “The
Lord is my shepherd, and the goveriment makes me to
lie down beside Negroes, " and so on and so forth.

Self-Defense

We went to the union leadership and we told them very
clearly that if anything at all happened to any black
workers in that plant, we were not going to be respon-
sible for any action that came down, Immediately, the
union leadership got very excited and thought we were
talking about killing everybody and blowing up every~
thing, and we made it very clear that we do not believe
in violence, but that we do believe in self-defense and
if anything happened 1o any black worker in or outside
the caucus, then we would look to them as being res-
ponsible.

At this time, management took the position that they
didn't know what it was all about, and they didn’t-know
this and they didn't know that and they were complete=
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ly ignorant =="only to find at this time thatwe*had fi-
nally come upon documented proof that management was
part of this plot that was being perpetrated against the
black workers by General Motors.

It got down to one union meeting we attended and we
found that the Wallaceites had gathered fully armed.
Even though we were out-numbered and unarmed, we
were willing to challenge thése racists and to stand uni-
ted against even these overwhelming odds, So it wasn't
until the brothers were taking it upon themselves to
arm themselves for self-defense that management felt
that it was necessary for,them to step in when there was
a possibility of their work force in their plant being

« lost.

They had the Fremont Police Department standing
watch, and every night, when the brothers would get
off for their lunch, they would go to a bar or a liquor
store or go out to lunch and they would be stopped on
the street - just the management's way of dealing with
the problem that existed. They were not willing at all
1o come forth and say there is a problem. It would be
impossible for them to do this because they were a part
of it.

The Wallaceites are used to counteract any action
that the black workers take against the union Jleadership.
They're like hatchet-men sitting in a closet and any
time the union needs them then they just open the door
and out jump the racists. The union was part and parcel
to stirring up, spreading rumors and lies about the Black
Panthers' planning 1o blow up the union hall and blow

up the plant. This stirred up fear among the white
workers that their jobs and their income would be threa=
tened. A\

Then you had a few hard=core racists out there who
began agitating "to bring your rifles". And while all
this was going on, the union leadership was sitting
back watching what was happening, gleefully satisfied
that our caucus had been stopped in oug organizing at=
tempts, which was incorrect.

* Only when the union leadership found themselves
directly involved, where they might get'hurt, did they
begin to make remarks that maybe we should all be
cool and we should all be together as union brothers,
Because all of a sudden they found that they mig(l*hun
in the little scuffle if it ever came about.

When it comes down to it, the Black Panther caucus
in Fremont General Mators pulled the sheets off the
union leadership and management. And when the
sheets were pulled off, we saw that they were all the
same people whether or not they worked for the union or
for the management, They're all the same people, be=
cause they all wear the same color sheets,
1S: What relationships have the Black Panther caucus de=
veloped with groups in other unions or other auto plants
around the country?

KH: Since the beginning of the caucus, we have tried

to establish communication with other black organiza~

tions or progressive organizations throughout the nation

and the one black organization that we relate to the

heaviest is the Dodge Revolutionary Union Movement
B
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in Detroit, We have an interchange of material. Hope-
fully sometime in the future, we can come together and
start dealing with some of the realistic problems that
have to be dealt with surrounding the United Auto Work=
ers convention in New Jersey.

We feel that together we can put forth the demands
of the black workers that have been so long neglected,
not just by the white racists in the Union leadership,
but by some of those boot-lickin' lackies of Walter
Reuther: the.black ones I'm talking about. It’s evident
that Walter Reuther has no intention whatsoever of ele~
vating any more black people to the Executive Board
than he wants to elevate. Better than 1/3 of the mil=
lion workers in the UAW are black. Yet there's only
one member on the Executive Board and there ate no
black regional directors,

Hopefully the Black Panther caucus and DRUM can
work together because we see the dire need for Reuther's

‘consolidat ion of power to be shattered and broken, and
for Walter Reuther to come falling down off his moun-
tain, That's exactly as he sits, as if he were king of
the mountain, And as it stands now, he damn near is.
IS: Is there any difference in DRUM's approach and your
approach as to how to organize workers?
KH: Yes, Well, Ishouldn't say differences. I think our
tactics are a little different because the conditions in
Detroit, are that a lot of the plants that DRUM has been
organizing have 70% black workers. And ours here are
the other way around. So our tactics and the methods

that we use and our literature is different from theirs. Qi

I1S: What are some of the activities that the Panther
caucus has engaged in?
KH: Well, we have had two anti-war rallies and the
last election came up in June 1969, and myself and
some other brothers in the caucus ran for office. Even
though we lost, it caused a large turn-out, If we had
gotten the same number of vores two years ago, we
would have won office.
IS: What percentage of the votes did you get?
KH: I think I got 500 or 600 votes and some other bro=
thers got 400 or 500 votes. The winners got about 900
votes.
IS: What are your political education classes?
KH: Well, we deal with historical labor material and
Marxist- Leninist material, When I say historical labor
material, we deal with the background and the stories
of, say, the IWW and the Haymarket affair, and what
led up to them, the struggles of the ILWU here on the

- West Coast, the struggles of the coal miners, the troubles
of the Communist Party and the Socialist Party, And we
take from each one of these historicat events and groups
and organizations some ideas and strategies and tactics
that we can utilize today,
1S: Is the caucus open to chicanos and whites or is it
open only to blacks?
KH: The caucus is open to all workers, It's a workers'
caucus and even though this invitation was made very
clear when the caucus was first formed, at this time we
have very few whites and chicanos. Most of the members
who are in the caucus now are younger brothers, brothers
who see the need for change, brothers who hayve gone
through an educational process, brothers who have strug-
gled these first 2 1/2 years in the caucus.

Repression

A lot of repression has come down, There's been a lot
of harrassment and intimidation, even to the degree where
guns were brought into the plant by management and
planted on members of the caucus on several occasions.
There has been material that has been planted in bro=
thers' cars - stolen stereos ané tape-recorders = to in=
timidate these brothers and to get them to sign stare-
ments, So we find a lot of black workers, older ones,
who do not want to relate to that kind of retaliation;
they're not ready for it, yet, So thisiis why we have
younger black members in the caucus and there are a few
white and chicano and Chinese brothers in the caucus.
1S: Of course, the most effective form of repression in
the plant is economic. We understand that you were
recently fired, Could you explain how they worked this?
KH: Well, first of all, management has compiled a dos-
sier on me dating back to 1963, From 1963 up until 1968,
there were some minor infractions of their assinine shop
rules, and I was disciplined for them. And then my rec-

Rank-and-file groups or workers' committees
in other industries or other areas can contact the
Black Panther Caucus at P,O. Box 19077, Oak-
land, California, 94619. The Caucus will also
welcome financial contributions.

On the

ord was clear. I probably would have had aclear rec-
ord right now if it hadn't been for the caucus, 1 guess,
because it wasn't amtil after the start of the caucus that
I've been disciplined systematically. It has averaged out
to every two months some kind of disciplinary action
has been taken,

1S: For example?

KH: Spitting on the floor, not obeying direct orders
from management.

1S: What kinds of direct orders did you not obey?

KH: Well, we were working a lot of overtime and I
would ask for permission to gb home because I didn't
want to work a certain night, and the foreman would
say, yes, that I could go home; and then the next day
he would say, “Hey, where were you at, 1didn't tell
you to go home." So, out the door, In other words,
there's no redress right there. The foreman said, you're
wrong, and he's right, and you are out the door. b
1S: They obviously wouldn't claim that they fired you
for political reasons. They would want to claim that |
they fired you for technical reasons, but the way the
rules are, they can claim they didn't or did tell you

to do something to set it up so that they can fire you.
Your only defense really is the extent to which there is
some organized movement inside the plant which would
erupt. What is happening in your case ?

KH: The union at this time is saying that they're doing
something. They say it's going through the grievance
procedure, To give you an example, last July 1969, T*
finally got a settlement on a case that was sixteen
months old. The same day I got the scttlement which
supposedly got some time taken off my record, that
same night this time was put back on my record because
the foreman claimed he told me to do something I didn't
do the night before that, and I was sent home for a
month. And it's been a repeated thing, that entrapment
kind of thing.

It’s impossible to get around it in a place like that
because management’s position is that anything that a
foreman says is right, Although the union says that it
is up to management to prove that you did do it, it is
in fact vice-versa. It is up to you to prove that you
didn't do it. That's the way it comes out.

18: Do you expect to get reinstated?

Ktz Well, at this time, Idon't, I expect that they'll
go through the motions and drag it out for a certain
time, You see, this whole thing about a disciplinary
action is used as an cconomic repression to where you are
forced out of a job. Technically you are entitled to un-
employment, but you really can't get it because the
management usually turns you down.® (“Note: You are
not entitled to unemployment if management claims
that you were disimissed for "cause”. Generally, unem-
ployment offices uphold management's claim. In any
case, an appeal is a long drawn-out process, )

1S: What are some of the other repressive tools that
management uses?

KH: General Motors corporation has a private investiga-
tion firm located in Oakland and San Francisco and one
in San Jose and it is their job to read all the radical
newspapers, tail people and find out what*their situa-
tion is, check on their credit and things like that and
make a rep;)rt. So now they find the weakest link eco=
nomically in the chain and this is the guy who they
threaten to discipline, knowing that he can't stand

that time off,

IS: Have they been threatening radicals that got in
anyway?

KH: No, They haven't really threatened them because
1 don't think they really know at this point who they
are, But they go through all the newspapers and they
clip out all the pictures and every time that there is a
leaflet being distributed in front of the plant, they take
pictures of each and everybody out there. One time
they would drive by to take pictures. So then we brought
cameras and we took pictures of them, so now they use
telescopic lenses.

IS; But there still must be holes in their system, because
we know of a number of white radicals who were very
well publicized in the press who have gotten into GM.
KH: Well, at this time there are, but until these white
radicals emerge within the plant, management doesn't
feel that they are a threat.

IS: What about the GM Workers' Committee?

KH: The GM Workers' Committee constitutes a white
radical organization that's trying to get itself together
in the GM plant,

IS: Has it gotten itself together?
KH: Well, they're ha’ving some internal problems and
they 're still struggling with them. We relate to these
brothers because we see that it's hard for whites with the
background that some of them have to start relating to
the working class,

IS: Why doesn't the Workers' Committee group join

the Black Panther caucus?

KH: One of the areas that we can't work in is the organ-
izing of white workers because a lot of white workers
are afraid of the word "Black Panther". So there is 2
need for white radicals to~come into the industry and \,
start relating to workers at the point of production the
way they should be and stop with the rhetoric and the
long drawn-out philosophic conversations. They can
form a caucus of their own and start organizing white
workers and when they come out with something that is
functional, then we can start working together.

N
1

IS: Do you find any problems invelving blacks in the
Black Panther caucus because the caucus also takes in
whites?

KH: No. You see, we hold political education classes
and we make it very clear to these brothers before they
come into the caucus that if we're going to engage in

* astruggle, we're going to engage in a struggle to-over=

throw the General Motors Corporation and the avaricious
businessman and to run out the bureaucrats and the ra-
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cists and the fascists and the union. leadership, Now in
order for us to do this, we can't be talking about the
color of a man's skin, about whether or not he ean stand
beside us because we see that the union and manage ment

use this as a tool, a very cffective tool until now, to

keep us apart; not just in the unions, but in the commun-

jties and this is one of the problems that we deal with
from the beginning, We clearly explain and show why
it is necessary for us as workers and mvolulmnancs te =
deal with that problem of racism,

1S: What suggestions would you have for those white
radicals who are planning to go into plants like Fre=
mont GM in terms of how to relate to the situation
there?

KH: Well, Ifind that a lot of white radicals say that
they understand what the working class is all about,

But -when they come into hcavy industry and if some-
thing exciting or dramatic doesn’t happen within two or
three months, then they feel that that is not the place
for them. Only when the white radicals begin to under-
stand that before you can begin to wage a struggle
among the masses of the people, you have got to un-
derstand the people.

The only way you're going to understand the people
is to be willing to get at that point of production and
be willing to bend over and break your back the same
way this guy has to break his back. You begin to re=
late to these brothers and relate to the struggles that they
have to go through, their shortcomings, and the fact -
that maybe they're not as educated as you are, may=-
be they don't have a political line as you do,

When the average worker with his eighth grade edu-
cation relates to materialistic things, it is not wrong.
And it is not wrong that he does not grasp things poli=
tically as the so-called revolutionary radical does. It
is not wrong that maybe he does not come to all
union meetings as he should. It is not wrong that he is
not antagonistic towards foremen and union leaders as
some radicals think he should be, He has just given up
‘to where he is saying, “I am just a single nobody, and
Ican't do it",

If he wants carpeting on his floor because maybe his
house is cold, then we should strive to get this, If he
wants a pay increase so that he can feed his family
better, then we should strive to get this. At the same
time that we are standing with these workers and these
brothers and we are struggling with them, it Is neces-
sary for us to politically educate them as to why they
are not getring them and why they have to fight to
get the things that they are producing.

It is not enough to just sit back and say how wrong
the union is, but to educate them, explain to them,
get them to start reading the contract, the constitution,
the by-laws, so not only can they understand how wrong
it is, but understand how and why a certain group of
union leaders are able to do that to them and put empha-
sis on the fact thar it is a long, long struggle and that
it's not something that's just going to happen overnight.

And if white radicals and the so-called white revolu-
tionaries do not relate to this, then they can say what-
ever they want to say and do whaf.vu‘ they want to do,
but they are not going to achieve 'their ends. I've talk=
ed to a lot of white individuals who take the idea that,
“Well, there's nothing happening here. I've got to go
to some other part of the state or something more sha=
ky than this industry. " They actually believe that if
something doesn't happen in six months, that it isn't
going to happen. And that's wrong.

“White Skin anile{q

1S: You mentioned earlief’ [hal you thought that it was
a good thing for white radicals when they go into fac-
tories to attempt to organize and wérk with white work=
ers rather than joining the Blaek Panther caucus, to
reach workers where they're at and attempt to get them
into motion, Iwas wondering if you had any comments
about the notion that many white radicals have that you
organize whites around "giving up their white-skin pri-
vilege"?

KH: What do you mean by "white=skin privilege"?

IS: Well, a whole section of the white radical move-
ment, the Weathermen, RYM II, the RU, etc., have
the position that because black people are oppressed in
this society and America is an imperialist nation, that
white workers are also imperialist workers and in order
for them to be struggling on the right side, the first
thing that they have to do is to give up their white-
skin privilege - that, for example, if blacks have the
shitty jobs, white workers should say, "we'll take the
shitty jobs along with the blacks",

KH: Well, the position of the caucus is that this is why
we feel that there is a nced for a white radical caucus
in the plant because there are white workers, poor

¥
whites, who would starv& without that job just like
black workers would. And if they didn't work a lot of
overtime, they wouldn't be able to afford some of the
things that they afford, So it is necessary for these
white radicals to come into the plant and start puttifg
together sometlting to where they can starn to reach
these white workers. If a black worker is not doing the
shitty job, someone is going to have to do it.

Now if it's not a black and it's not a chicano, then
it's a white. Simple as that. White radicals have to
deal with that question of emphasizing to the white
workers how they have to fight against the fact that
they are being exploited just like the chicano and the
blacks, and though it is very clear that whites do re~
ceive privileges, at the same time they are also being
exploited,

Political Background

I5: How did you get involved in politics?

KH: That's kind of a funny thing. Fiest of all, I was
born in Detroit and my father was one of the old CIO
organizers,

After I got out of the service, I went into school - of
all the schools, San Francisco State, Ireally intended
to be a social worker. But after Ireally began to exa-
mine some of that shit that I was taking - a course in
political science, which was really, really, really
fucked up - I just found myself working in a factory,
something that Isaid that I would never do. But it
wasn't quite the same, Because what we call a factory
in Detroit is really a factory. It's not the same as it is
out here. You know, you've got the grit and the sand
and the smoke and the gas and all that shit there;

My old man used to have to work two jobs; like he
worked at Dodge Main and Ford River Rouge Plant, and
still we never had enough bread to make it on. Every
time we neu(ed shoes and shit like that it would be
next week's pay-check And 1 used to ask my old la-
dy how come/he's working 16 hours a day, and he
can't feed a family of five as well as he should, We
were just as poor as our other neighbors.

And he used to try to explain it, How the rising
prices of food, of clothes, and the fact that black work=
ers had to accept lower pay than these other cats, even
though they were doing the same kind of work, how he
had to commute farther than the white workers, how
it was like dog-eat-dog to get a job and to maintain
a job in a plant because there were a lot of poor whites
being brought up from the South to do all that hard
work and there was always that competitive thing there.
1S: When did you join the Black Panthers?

KH: I joined the Party in 1968. Ihad a lot of questions
that were unanswered that didn't begin to become an=
swered until I got older and went into it. And with a
lot of reading, talking to different people, having a
lot of discussions with different members of the Party,
I began to understand about the exploitation, the avar-
icious businessman and what role they played in the
capilélisl systermn.

All of that has to do with why my old man had to work
two jobs for us to barely get by and there was only a
family of five of us; why we had to live in a rat-infest-
ed house; why his checks wouldn't always buy enough
food. Most of our food at that time constituied basic
black community diets. There were only biscuits and
gravy to eat at the time that he was laid off because he
wasn't able to work in a foundry at Ford or he wasn't
able to do this or that.

One time I remember my old man got fired off his
job and was ashamed to tell my mother about it because
he knew we needed the mioney and he was too ashamed
to tell her and they had a big hassle over it and I never
understood what they were arguing about for a long time.

How we used to wake up at any time of the night and
hear rats running around in the kitchen or up and down
the hallway and shit like that. And this was a common-

‘“place thing. How you could look out your back window
and see garbage stacked five or six feet high because
the garbagemen would only pick up so much garbage
and leave the rest for the next time around, All along
the wall of our house or any house in that area, you

* would see rat holes. When my father did work those

1wo jobs, we would eat fairly good, but when he lost
one or lost both, and Ford would lay him off two or
three months out of the year even though he had senior-
ity, we would haye to sit back and tighten up the belt
again. All these things, these questions, that were unan-
swered at that early stage in my life, but now they are
answered as to why it happened. Now I know why it
happened and I also think 1 know at this time how to
deal with them.

1S: And that's really what this whole struggle is about ?
KH: Yes,

1. Organize the Unorganized - There are more
than 71 mitlion workers in the U,§. Only 20 mil-
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demand child care centers to be provided by the
companies and the government for the children of
working women,
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the right to negotiate all automation with the
company before it takes place. The unions shall
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are injured; and 2 million are disabled.

Unions must fight for the right to set and enforce
health and safety standards on the job.

Unions must fight to win fully paid medical
and dental coverage for all workers and their
families. At the same time,
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must educate the workers to understand that ra-
cism serves the bosses by dividing the workers and
preventing the development of class conscious=
ness.
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the war in Vietnam and all aggressive imperial-
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this country against racism and growing fascism.

The economy must be re-directed to serve the
basic needs of all the people: full employment,
food, clothing, housing, education, and medi-
cal care.
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policies through the formation of rank-and-file
caucuses and the fight for class consciousness.

Reprinted from FOCUS no. 2
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National
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Program

n of them (28%) are union members. In order
the workers to have the strength and unity we

Shorter Work Week = The work week should
30 hours per week (with no compulsory over-
ne) at 40 hours pay, or fewer hours if necessary

. Stop Runaway Shops - When a boss derides o
a) going with the shop at the same wages and

b) taking 3 years severance pay with continua-
n of health and welfare plans for 3 years or un-
they find new jobs. The union contract must go

Women Workers - 1/3 of the workers today are
men. Unions must lead the fight for an end to
crimination against women, Women must have

equal work. Unions that represent women work=
must guarantee leadership positions to women.
part of the struggle for these ends, unions must

Automation - The unjons must fight to win

the conditions of automation so that there are
lay-offs and job safety is guaranteed.

Health and Welfare -Every year in the U.S.
500 workers are killed on the job; over half a
1lion fall ill with occupation diseases; 7 million

labor must struggle
free medical and dental care for all the peo-

Anti-Labor Laws - Labokbmum take the offen-
e against anti-labor laws by demanding their

End Racism = The labor movement must strug=

ely combat racism in the society. The unions

End the War - Labor must demand an end to

wars. This must be coupled with a struggle l‘n&

Union Sell-Out - All of the problems we have

union leadership to class collaborationist, cold
r, and racist policies. We must re-build a mil-
nt trade union movement by combatting these

-
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William Morris:
‘a vision of socialism

Perhaps the greatest of the early English marxists was
William Morris. Poet and designer, he entered active
socialist politics only in his late forties, although his
conviction of the need for a fundamental change in so-
ciety had been maturing for many years.

When the 1880's created the conditions for a new so=
cialist movement, Morris flung himself into the task of
socialist propaganda. But he did not just reproduce the
ideas of Marx.

In his many articles and lectures he creatively de-
veloped the attack on the conditions of art and labour
in capitalist society, In his articles are to be found the
most concise statements of his ideas, :

But in many ways the greatest of his works is his
utopia, a vision of the future communist society, pub=
lished at the opening:of the second decade of the mod-
ern socialist movement.

This was News from Nowhere, the first instalment
of which appeared in Commonweal, 80 years ago in
January 1890,

It is immensely valuable to read it again today.
When Morris wrote it there were many around - nota-
bly the Fabians - who identified socialism with some
kind of bureaucratic collectivism.

Today the idea of socialism is identified in the minds
of most people with the managerial capitalism of La-
bour or with the Stalinist tyranny, And of course, soci-
alism is thoroughly discredited by being identified in
this way,

Morris gives us a picture of socialism which goes
far beyond any idea of state ownership or bureaucratic
control.

Morris’s utopia takes the form of a dream in which
the narrator is transported into the communist future,
into the England of the late l@p&y' first century which
has passed through a period-of thorough transformation
after the socialist revolution.

He revisits areas of London and the Thames valley
which he had known all too well in.the ugliness and
misery which dominated them in his own day - and
which are not gone from us today. He meets a wholly
new kind of people from the oppressed, the harrassed
and the prematurely aged population of 19th century
England. :

The visitor is amazed and confused to find the
Thames clear, unpolluted, stocked with salmon. He
is even more surprised to find that people do not un=
derstand when he offers them money for services ren-
dered and goods obtained.

London, the great, dirty, crowded metropolis, has
= in that form - disappeared, the result of planned
transformation and not of the H-bomb or any other of
the modern weapons of mass destruction. i

All kinds of small changes have taken place. Parli=
ament, for instance, is used for storing manure and as
a subsidiary ‘market’ (the description is not exact, be-

RS

Martin Shaw -

cause although there is distribution, there is no buying
and selling), Such details are absorbing, but Morris's .
traveller finds that very fundamental changes are be-
hind them. \

By a combination of direct exploration, as he sees’
for himself the miraculous difference in life and na-
ture, and by probing his hosts, he discovers the quali-
ty and the principles of organisation of the new socie-
ty. And we realise the irrationality of the old social
forms of capitalism, :

Several themes run through the narrative and the ex-
planations. Man no longer plunders nature, mutilating
its natural beauty, for the production of unnecessary
articles. Buildings no longer stick out like sore thumbs,
but blend harmoniously with their surroundings - the
visitor describes houses ‘new=-grown' on a hill near
Oxford. -

The domination of the town over the country, seen
alike in the hideous growth of the towns and the plun-
der and decline of the country and the village, has
been ended. ‘Instead the two have been merged into a
garden in whiel the real benefits of urban civilisation
have been preserved.

Transformation of Work

These changes reflect a fundamental change in the
nature of work. The material needs of society having
been assured, work is no longer a mechanical opera-
tion performed under the pressure of external necessi-
ty. It has had restored to it the element of pleasure
associated with individual creation and enjoyment of
use. \

Morris wrote elsewhere that 'Art is the expression of
man’'s joy in labour;, and his indictment of capitalism
was that it had made art (the visual arts) impossible and
labour unbearable, Slowly after the revolution, with
the achievement of the material wealth necessary for
a full lifé for all, tirese evils have been overcome.

But the change in the relationship of man with his
natural surroundings and in the nature of work are both
cause and effect of changes in the relationships of men
and women with one another.

'The great trouble, ' Morris's traveller is told by an
old man who knows the history of the revolution and the
growth of the communist society, 'was that the once-
poor had such a feeble conception of the real pleasure
of life; so to say, they did not ask enough, did not
know how to ask enough, from the new state oft'hiri?gs.'

But the remedy of art, or a new pleasure in work, is
only meaningful because people can now have genuine
pleasure in each other's company, instead of drudgery,
friction and conflict spreading from their work into all
human relationships, 5

Morris is not a devotee of ‘pleasure’ in the sickly
sense to which we are coaxed to it by today's advertis-
ers. The enjoyment of and delight in life through nat-
ural human relationships lights up every aspect of his
picture of a new society.

Morris appeals to the deep feelings of revulsion at
the chaos, waste and ugliness of production for profit
which have inspired every kind of socialist activity.

By imaginatively projecting his own very Strong person-
al convictions in the form of this dream he"deepens
the desires of his readers for change.

And this is why, on awakening from the dream, Mor-
ris’s narrator can overcome his despair at finding the
world still as it was when he left it in the 19th century:
"... if others can see it as I have seen it, then it may
be called a vision rather than a dream.*

Morris realises that a vision by itself is not enough.
In order for a vision to find real meaning, it must be
anchored in the tealities of existing society and the ac-
tual possibilities of social revolution which are pro-
duced by it.

This was why for Morris, unlike the authors of other

'perfect societies, " a utopia was not a substitute for a
programme and political organisation, but anotlfer way
of elaborating the revolt against the inhumanity of
existing civilisation, And this was why, in News from
Nowhere_itself, there are passages of open propagan-
da, explaining the class purposes of production, the
state, and other aspects of life in capitalist society.

It is why Mortis constructs an imaginative picture
of the revolution, taking place in the middle of the
20th Century, which draws extensively on the experi-
ence of the Paris Commune of 1871 - then the major

“real-life example of workers' insurrection - as well as
workers' demonstrations in the 1880's.

His record of 'the change' takes account of the resis-
tance of the ruling class to the threat to their privi-
leges. Tt does not contain the illusions of a peaceful
transformation fostered by so many of those reformists
who clumsily label Morris a mere 'utopian' socialist.

Capitalism, since Morris wrote, has achieved after
its own barbarous fashion, some of the changes that
Morris saw as the results of socialism. Take the rela-
tion between town and country - the town centres are
indeed declining and the town has invaded the coun-
tryside in the last half-century. i

But at what cost! Unplanned decay in the towns,
ugly sprawl in the country. The basic anarchy in man's
relation to his natural environment remains.

Equally the forms in which Morris saw necessary so-
cial activities being undertaken often seem old-fash=
ioned. Take the distribution of goods as an example:
Morris sees market places with small booths, where we
might more easily envisage some simple, rationalised

version of a supermarket, without muzak, 'free’ offers
or the interminable queues at the cash desks.,

But the principles embodied are the same: personal
wants, needs and tastes fully catered for.

More serious objections to Morris's vision can be
raised. in that he seems at times to suggest the total
elimination of large scale production and the substitu-
tion of handicrafts. And it is probably true that he un-
der-estimated, although he did not rule out, the con
tinuing importance of much of the industrial technolo-
gy developed under capitalism even to a communist
society.

Realm of Freedom

But his dream is not so unreal in relegating these
problems to a secondary position. Nor is Morris's em-
phasis on recreating pleasurable labour so false. The .
realm of freedom as a new childhdod for mankind, as
well as a new field’of triumph for his intellect, is an
idea which strikes a deep chord.

An imaginative project of communism written today
would undoubtedly be cast in a very different form, and
use a very different style, from News from Nowhere.
Its strength and limitations are very much a product of
Morris's own experience, the life and traditions he
knew and developed in,

But it stands almost alone in its field - a commen-
tary perhaps on both the state of art and of the social-
ist movement.

And 80 years on we still need Morris's vision. The
real experience of the transition to socialism is limi-
ted to a short period in a backward country and we
need to remember how much further our aims go than
anything which was achieved, or could have been as-
pired to, in post-revolutionary Russia,

For we in Britain, and the advanced world general-
ly, are today much closer potentially to a truly com-
munist society. News from Nowhere is part of the tra-
dition on' which we can draw in our struggle to create
that society.

Reprinted from Socialist Worker, an English Interna~-
tional Socialist weekly, 5 February, 1970,

PAGE 8 WORKERS POWER MAY 1970



Ranks Need Indepe'ndent‘Struggle Committees:

The Unions under
Monopoly Capitalism

The frade unions have been and still are the only in=

dependent ma rganizations of the Americz

n working
ng people
rms, the unions have been the pri-
standards,
unions have become more and

class. Though the struggles of American wc

have taken many fc

mary organizations of the defense of living

Yet over the years, thic

more bureaucratic and, at the same time, less and less
able to win real gains. It is no secret that even before

inflation took away wage gains, working conditions

in industry were getting worse. Speed-up, inadequate

safety measures, over-time, and all the things that de-

termine how we s live for eight hours or more a day

have become irtolerable,

Even some 1T income protection measures,

like the cost of cscalator clauses won in the 1940%s

and 50's were Jdur the past few years, At the sameé
time, the bt cratic structure of the unions, and the
enormous power of the i ational leaders and staff
within the unic it pearly impossible for
the rank and fi have much influence on the content
of the contract,
Legal Tangie

To make matters worse, over a long period of time the

unions have becone caught in an incrediblé web of le~
gal entanglements, This is not just a matter of certain
anti-labor laws, like Section 14B, but even of many of
the laws that the labor movement fought for.

The National Labor Relations Board, for example,
sets limits on what the unions can bargain over, i.e.,
it defines what is "
power to set the size and scope of bargaining units and

‘management prerogative’. With the

interpret the laws, the NLRB also reinforces the bureau~
cratic power of the union leaders over the ranks, This,
of course, is ndt written into the law, but it is a matter

of consistent NLRB practice.

Under U.S, law, the labor contract is not just an in-
strument for protecting labor from management, i.e,,
from capital, but also for restraining labor. As every
union member knows, the union is responsible for disci-
plining the rank and file under the terms of the contract.
Management agrees to some increases in w ages and ben-
efits and the union promises that workers won't do any-
thing (like strike) to change the terms during the con=
fract period. Thus, while inflation runs wild and tech=
nology changes working conditions, workers are tied to
a two= or three=year contract.

Disciplinarians

The most blataiit problem with this two-sided con-
tract i

the fact that workess are virtually powerless un-
der most contracts to do anything about working condi-
tions, Throughout industry, and in white-collar work
as wcil.\\\'urkurs must go though a long, drawn=-out
grievancesprocedure that is entirely out of their hands
after the fist or second stép. Most contracts forbid
strikes ovér such issues during the contract period,

All of this came about when union leaders, who ac-

cept the power relations of capitalism, agreed that the
union should play the role of disciplinarian over the
workers, The capitalists fight for this set-up not only
to keep costs down, but to allow them to freely plan
ahead for future profits without interference from the
workers. The union leaders see it as a way of gaining
respectability and of maintaining their power in the
union,

In the decades since it developed, this arrange ment
has been reinforced by laws, the courts, the NLRB and
the ‘executive branch of government. The two-sided
contract is not an example of “equality” between la-
bur\and mana\biemcut, but a mechanism that maintains
the inequality of power between the two.

The labor bureaucracy has continued to enforce and
defend this accommodation to the ruling class while
the working people continue to suffer from its conse-
quences: speed-up, unfair over-time, unsafe conditions,
etc. Growing numbers of workers, however, have be-
gun to resist. Through wildcat strikes, contract rejec=
tions, shop floor actions, internal union fights and in
other ways, more and more workers have struck out on
their own to fight intolerable working conditionsjand
declining living standards, .

Rank and File Revolit

1n the 1950's wildcat strikes were unusual and contract
rejections almost unheard-of. Today, wildcats are as
common as official strikes, and over 14% of all con-
tracts ‘are rejected at least once, This growing rank-
and-file rebellion is so powerful - and so respected by
this nation's economic and political rulers - that it now
fills pages in popular and business magazines and books
and is an important consideration in management's bar=
gaining strategy. The independent action of the work-
ers has the powers=that=be worried

This rank-and-file rebellion has the union leaders
5

woiried, too, They have been integrated into the

1emi, an bellion threatens tf

. Fhereccan be o doubt 't

and

some of the fights and new developments within the la-
bor burcaucracy.

The split of the United Auto Workers from the AFL-
CIO and the subsequent formation of the Alliance for
Labor Action (ALA) were distorted responses to the
same conditions that cause rank-and-file unrest. Simi=
larly, the growing trend toward coalition bargaining by
different unions, particularly in the electrical indus=
try, is a response to the workers' demands for action,

o

Kim Moody
'Sy Landy

Yet, as important as both events may be, they are real-
ly attempts to maintain the power of the bureaucracy

by giving these leaders a more militant or progressive
image”,

This is particularly clear in the case of the ALA
which tri€s to present a new image by putting forth
some broad (and totally inadequate) social programs
while still ignoring the problems in their own industries
and by=-passing participation by rank-and-file workers.
Similarly, while the coalition of 13 unions was an im-
portant step in fighting the power of General Electric,
the leaders of these unions made no attempt to build
on-going unity at the rank-and-file level or even to
pull together some kind of inter-union shop stewards'
council. Thus, the on-going struggle over working con=
ditions is still out of the hands of the workers and the
contract still a double-edged weapon.

For One-Year Contracts

If the union and the contract are to defend the inter-
ests of the workers, it is clear lh.u‘rllu power to enforce.
contract provisions must lie solely with the union ranks,
In the first place, inflation and rapid changes in work-
ing conditions make a shorter contract necessary. Na-
tional contraets should be limited to one year in length,

Annual re=negotiations, with the unfettered right to

strike, will enhance the power of the workers to change
their working and living conditions,

In this context, although it is not our intention to pre-
sent a full collective bargaining program, certain kinds
of contract provisions can help to shift power to the
workers, as well as alleviate inflation and unemploy-
ment, The cost of living escalator clause, tied to real
increases in prices with no upper limit, along with the

Standard Oil gl'rllu
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right to examine company books, can be a first step
toward workers' control of pricing policy.

Similarly, the winning of the 30-hour week, at a
40-hour pay rate, with the right of workers in each shop
or plant to control and determine the amount and fre-
quency of over-time, can off-set unemployment to a
degree and give workers some measure of direct control
over the amount of time they work. o

Working conditions, speed-up of prodiiction, safety
en'fotcemem, etc. even more than w'agcs and hours, re=-
quire direct control by workers at the shop level, To be-
gin the fight for total control over these conditions,
workers can demand the right to make and enforce sup-
plementary shop-level agreements covering the regula-
tion of all working conditfons,

Fundamental to enforcing these agreements and to
-abolishing the disciplinary nature of the national con=
tract, is the unlimited right to strike at the shop, local
regional and national levels, over all grievances and
issues. More than any specific clause or agreement,
the unlimited right to strike is.the key to the struggle
for control over the worker's standard of living at
home and at work,

The condition of the unions and the absence of other
independent workers' organizations raises the question
of how workers are to fight for these demands. Every
worker is aware that the struggle against deteriorating
living and working conditions == always a part of work=
ers' lives -- has intensified. Wildcats, contract rejec=
tions and other means of struggle are by now widespread.
And in most of these fights, the workers find they have
to fight the union leaders as well as the bosses.

BROTHERS! You CAMT \(NAGINE WHAT
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Whether these struggles are hassles on the shop floor,
strikes, or fights for union democracy, the workers are
always at a disadvantage because they do not control
the union and have no other expression of resistance,
Whatever the level they are fighting at, it is clear that
victory requires that the class be organized.

It is, of course, i\e\g"ibi:@am and necessary for workers
to demand that the uions, which are theoretically
their organizations, fight for the kind of programs they
need. Indeed, in a thousand ways, working people do
this all the time, Yet the upion leaders' power over the
workers, and their commitmeiit to enforce discipline on
the workers, means that the union leaders will not fight
for these programs. In fact, until they are thrown out
by the ranks and the unions are made democratic, the
bureaucrats will fight against the kinds of demands men~
tioned above.

To win demands that increase workers' control over
working conditions, labor is forced to organize its re~
sistance independently of the union bureaucracy and of
the whole structure of contract administration. Even the
traditional shop floor leadership, the stewards and com~
mitteemen, are forced to play an ambiguous role be=
cause of their position in contract administration.

Often, of course, stewards resist this role and act as
real militants, In some industries, it may be that stew-
ards will play a leading role in rank-and-file organi-
zation, but the pressures to do otherwise are always
there, Furthermore, the representation ratio of stewards
is so large in most industries (300 or 500 to 1) that the

ability of the wSc&:rs 1o control the stewatds, i.e., 10
keep them on their side, has been watered down.

With little or no control over the union, or even its
shop-floor organization, the workers are left without an
on-going means of fighting the foreman, manager,
boss, Minion bureaucrat, etc. Many wildcats and shop
floor struggles are lost not because the workers have no
power, but because they have no way of carrying on
the struggle in a coordinated way after the initial
strike or job action.

Point of Production <

Control of the union and of working conditions de-
pends on the ability of the workers to organize them- .
selves at the source of their power -= the point of pro-
duction. Ultimately, it is the ability of the workers

" (in the shop and nationally as a social class) to bring

industry to a halt that makes the working class the most
powerful social force in society. Workers' ability to
control production or win political power grows from
what is done on the job, The power of the unions is it-
self based on this fact, The fight to regain control over
those unions, to control production and to organize po-
litically, must be based on the same power.

The first step, therefore, is to organize shop floor
workers' committees, controlled directly by the work=
ers and independent of the union structure. Let the work=
ers choose representatives who are free from the duty to
enforce labor peace on management's terms and who
can begin to lead -- now -- in the fight for the demands
workers must win to protect their living and working
standards. Let these répresentatives be chosen on the
basis of their commitment to fight for a program that
really gets to the problems labor faces.

Such an organization of shop floor struggle on a per=
manent basis can begin to shift the balance of power
from _management and the union bureaucracy to the
worker$ion the shop floor, and this shift in power can
be the basis for re-establishing union democracy and
moving' towards workers' control of production,

Obviously, the workers' power to affect the unions
and to wrest power, industrial or political, from the
corporations depends on their ability to unite shop level
organizations throughout industry and to forge alliances
with other groups of working people. The shop floor
committee is crucial in fighting particular conditions
in each shop, but it must be part of a larger movement
of working people in general. Industry-wide, city-wide
area councils of shop floor representatives, cutting
across union and occupational lines, are necessary
steps in thesorganization and use of workers' power.

Alliances and coalitions with particular groups of
working people, such as blacks and women workers and
their independent organizations, are also essential if
the working people as a whole are to make their power
felt, In short, the historic concept of workers' solidari-
ty that built the CIO must be given a new living organ-
ized expression.

Working class power is not so much a matter of or-
ganizational forms or structures as it is of unity of pur-
pose. Fragmentation along occupational, union, racial
and sexual lines has hel};ed undermine workers' power
and left the field open to bureaucrats, managers, cap-
italists and politicians. Unity among working people,
however, cannot be forged by demanding that blacks,
women, young people, or for that matter older white
workers subordinate their legitimate interests to some
false "consensus"” or unity.

Unity of Purpose

Rather, real unity of purpose and action can be forged
through common struggle around a mutually-agreed-to
program; a program that is in the interests of all work=
ing people, even though particular groups may have other
demands beyond those mutually agreed to. If workers’
committges and alliances are built on a programmatic
basis, the road can be opened to all for a new and

 better life and the achievement of a common Pprogram

encompassing the needs of all sectors of the class,

For working people, the question of struggle for a
better life is not a matter of choice. Day in and day
out, workers are forced to struggle to make the slight-
est advance, or even to defend what they have won in
the past. The real question is how to organize this
struggle most effectively and how to advance workers'
power and control over their lives and work, so that
they don't have to continually tepeat the struggles or
mistakes of the past.

An organized, coordinated, programmatic movement
based on ever-present shop floor struggles and a strate-
gy of alliances with other groups of working people is
the first step in the fight for workers' control in indus-
try and workers’ power in society.

Workers’

Power

WE STAND FOR WORKERS® POWER, that is,
for socialism: the collective ownership and dem-
ocratic control of the econonty by the working *
class. Those who produce the wealth must own
and control the means of production. We stand
in opposition to all ferms of class society, both
capitalist and so-called "Communig"” as well,
and in solidarity with the struggles of all exploit-
ed and oppressed people.

America is faced with a growing crisis. War,
racial strife, inflation and taxes are the price
paid by the working class for a crisis it never
created or wanted, This crisis is the result of the
rule of the tiny minority that controls industry,
wealth and politics alike, the capitalist ruling
class. This class perpetuates its rule by dividing
the working people against each other - white
against black, male against female, skilled ag-
ainst unskilled, etc. The result is ever greater
social chaos,

Workers' power is the only alternative to this
crisis, Neither the liberal nor the conservative
wings of the ruling class have any answers but
greater exploitation. The struggle for workers'
power is already being waged on the economic
level, and the International Socialists stand in
solidarity with these struggles over wages and
working conditions. To further this struggle, we
call for independent rank-and-file workers' com-
mittees to fight when and where the unions re=
fuse to fight. But the struggles of the workers
will remain defensive and open to defeat so long
as they are restricted to economic or industrial
action:

The struggle must become political. Because
of its economic power, the ruling class also has
a monopoly on political power. It controls the
government and the political parties that admin~
ister the state. More and more, the problems
we face such as inflation and unemployment,
are the result of political decisions made by that
class, The struggle of the working people will
be deadlocked untfl the ranks of labor build a
wortkers* party and carry the struggle into the
political arena, 2

The struggle for workers' power cannot be won
until the working class, as a whole, controls the
government and the economy democratically.
This requires a revolutionary socialist, working
class party at the head of a unified working
class. No elite can accomplish this for the work-
ers. Nor can any part of the working class free
itself at the expense of another. The struggles
of specially oppressed sectors of the class = black
people, Spanish-speaking people, women, etc.
- are in the interest of the entire class and must
be supported. We suppért the independent organ~-
ization bf these specially oppressed groups as a
step toward genuine class unity based on mutual
respect and the struggle against a common enemy.,

The struggle for workers' power is world-wide,
Class oppression and exploitation is the common
condition of humanity. Whether capitalist or
bureaucratic-collectivist ("Communist") in na-
ture, the ruling classes of the world fight des-
perately to maintain their power, often against
each other, always against the working class
and the people. No existing society has arﬁr,
thing in common with socialism, the direct
rule of the working class itself.

Through both domestic repression and imper-
ialist intervention (the U, S, in Vietnam, Rus-
sia in Czechoslovakia), the ruling classes per-
petuate misery and poverty in a world of po=
tential peace and plenty. We oppose all forms
of imperialism, and support struggles for na-
tional self-determination, including the strug-
gle of the Vietnamese people against U.S. im-
perialism. However, nationalism alone offers
no long-range solutions. Only socialism, es=
tablished through world=wide revolution, can
free humanity from exploitation and oppres-
sion; and the only force capable of building
socialism is WORKERS' POWER,

.
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Grapes

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

"New York City was previously the biggest table
grape buyer, but in the past two years, Los Angeles has
taken first place, New York second, and San Francisco
third, " Itliong reported, leaving unasked the question
what the bi latxk)r movements of Los Angeles and San
Francisco werc ‘oing to do about it, LA had formerly
been in fourth place, and SF in sixth place in purchases
of grapes. ;2

As of the end of December 1968, there were § mil-

lion boxes of rable grapes in cold storage - 35% more
than a year ago = a testimony to the boycott's effective=
ness. The growers were unable tosell these grapes,
about one-fifth of the harvest, even at prices 50 cents
below 1968 prices, Eventually many of these grapes were
sold at even lower prices for wine-making, or landed in
the Delano dump.

When Chavez addressed some 200 caravaneers who
came from every part of thie state with food, clothing,
and money, on Saturday, March 28, he stressed that
1970 may be the showdown year for the strike. I the

growers don't sign. he stated, "it means they want to

destroy themselves or the union”, He correctly pointed
1l boycott would have: driven any

other group of employers to sign, but the farm workers

out that their succ

are dealing with the state's most powerful economic
and political forces.

In a somber mood, Chavez told the audience: "We
will give them the best fight we are capable of. If we
stiould be destroyed, we will have nothing to be asham-

I'hese remarks were made
just a few days before the Coachella breakthrough,
which changed the situation drastically.

Chavez detailed the appeals from groups of farm
workers all over the Southwest and the U.S. for organi-

ed of. What better way to g«

y does not have the finan-
cial and manpower resources to spread itself to otlrer
areas. The union is committed to win the grape strike
before it moves into other areas and other crops,
Chavez projected 3 role for the farm workers union
going far beyond what he called the traditional role of
labor. "We must deal with schools, police, hospitals,

zing aid, but the union sim
g Ao P

community problems, * and "we must build political
power for minorities and poor people, ' One grower in
Delano, he stated, nullified 1,000 votes of organized
workers, because political power is a myth without ec-
onomic power.

He cited his 13 years of work with the Community
Service Organization, largely rcgnslc,7i!1g Mexican-Am-=
erican workers 10 vote, "The moment you vote, you've
lost your influence, Almost always politicians forget
about us. " On previous occasions, Chavez has discussed
the failure of the unions to build their own political
party.

Chavez asked, what do votes mean when you lose your
jobs through mechanization? He suggested that some
kind of cooperative enterprise must be developed and
that labor must find a solution to the larger problems
facing workers. He warned lh;’l[/\kﬂll]d,lll\: courts issue an

injunction prohibiting the boycote, the union may call
for civil disobedience and he would be ready to go to
jail,

The grape growers have filed a wide range of court
actions to harass and tie up the Farm Workers Union,
The union is being sued for $75 million for damages a

a result of the boycott and orher actions. Using the Na-
tional Labor Relations Act, the growers are trying to
stop other unions from coming Lo the aid of the farm
workers;

The National Labor Relations Act, passed in 1935,
specifically excludet farm workers from its coverage;

thus farm workers have no legal procedure through whic
they may select a collective bargaining agent or have
the protection of te-law in tlieir attempts to unionize.,
But the growers are seeking to use the Taft-Hartley
amendments of the law forbidding sccondary boyc otls
against the very workers not covered by the law.

The Farm Workers Union is retaliating with a broad
spectrum of court actions, Their counter-suit of $112.5
million charged the growers with violating anti-trust
and labor laws. They charged the growers with Illegally
conspiring to destroy the union and to destroy competi-
tion over wages so as 1o pressure smaller growers who
wanted to sign with the union. ¥ e

Another suit by the union charges that the largest
grape growers are illegally obtaining vast amounts of
federally-subsidized irrigation water. Federal water law
limits a grower 10 irrigating 160 acres, and the union
has charged that some growers are imrigating 1, 000 acres
and moie.

This suit was filed on behalf of two small grape grow-
ers, who charged that the big corporate growers are pre-
wventing nearby smaller growers from getting subsidized
water and pushing them out of business. The Reclamation
Bureau's chief has admitted that smaller growers have
not been getting the water regularly while the larger
growers did "because there hasn't been enough water to
go around. " .

In another court action filed,by the California Rural
Legal Assistance on a class action on behalf of Cali-
fornia's farm workers, a demand kas been raised to close
all of the state's 42 federally=funded Farm Labor offi-
ces by July 1, 1970, or compel them to opgrate under
a fair employment plan requiring joint farm worker=
grower control,

Grower-Oriented -

The Farm Labor offices are notoriously grower-ori~
ented and anti=farm worker. They are staffed with per=
sonnel working closely with growers and completely in-
different to worker welfare and needs. They often ignore
‘their own rules and regulations and refer workers to
jobs in fields without toilets or drinking water, The
CRLA action demands that no referrals take place un-
less the grower is in full cnmpliéncc with state laws,
pays the highest prevailing wage, and gives a guaran=
tee of 40 hours work.

The grape growers, bankrolled by other agricultural
interests, have hired the high-priced public relations
firm of Whitaker and Baxter to counteract the sympa-
thetic response of the American consumer and public to
the farm worker's plight, This is the firm which dir-
ected the campaign against "socialized medicine"
for the American Medical Association at a cost of $3.5
million. They also did a job for the railroad industry
with their "featherbedding” ads, and posters showing
railroad workers singing: "I've been loafing on the rail-
road...”

The same firm helped California’s song-and-dance
Senator George Murphy to draft his "Consumer Agri=
cultural Food Protection Act (S 2203)", which would
totally emasculate the farm workers” right to strike and
to boycott. The bill would place farm workers under
the jurisdiction of :ispucial Agricultural Labor Board
and the pro-grower Department of Agriculture,

Whitaker and Baxter have an enviable reputation of
winning for every reactionary cause that has paid them
10 manipulate the public. The Farm Workers do not

have $4 million to run a national counter-campaign.
They plan to intensify their boycott against scab grapes
by sending hundreds of boycott teams into new areas

in the summer of 1970. They intend to make it a long
hot summer for the growers and their supporters.
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May Day

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

The men who were hung went to their death proclaim-=
ing their innocence and declaring that they were being
killed in an attempt to intimidate the movement they
were a part of. None of them seemed to feel that they
died in vain, and events bear them out. [n 1886 anq
18817 the agitation on their behalf was a spur to the
labor movement as a whole, but even before this the
eight-hour movement they had helped to build bore
fruit, ; .

By May 15, 1886, 42,000 workers won shorter days

and other concessions through strikes. 150,000 more won
concessions without strikes, so great was the impact of
the eight=hour struggle. In 1886 there were 665 strikes
for shorter days, of which 500 occurred in May. As the
movement receded many of the gains were:lost, but

for the first time workers in this country had forged a
power that could seriously threaten the rulers.

After 1886 May 1 became traditional. The AF of L
voted to revive the eight-hour day struggle on May 1,
1890 and their call was supported by the international
socialist movement which urged world-wide demonstra-
tions.

The Haymarket bomb was used as the excuse for the
country's first major red scare and conspiracy trials.
Haymarket also created some of our first revolutionary
martyrs and labor heroes, There has been a systematic
effort to make people forget about the eight-hour
movement as well as other heroic efforts of American
workers. Somehow they hope to convince people that

L

the eight-hour day (as little as it actually exists) and
other gains that workers have achieved are gifts from our
our rulers who are really kind-hearted people.

But throughout history there has been only one way *
that working people could gain anything and that has
been by fighting for it,, In these fights other people
have died besides those shot by police or hung in 1886.
This year alone an opposition leader in the United
Mine Workers and several Black Panther leaders have
been murdered in attempts to crush discontent. 1886 was
the first year in which American workers really started
getting themselves together and, as anyone can see,
working people still get screwed by this system.

Part of the attempt to keep people down is the attempt
to make them forget their history, to make people be=
lieve that the rulers and ruled always lived in peace in
this country, And part of the effort to fight the rulers
is to rediscover and recreate the traditions of workers'
struggle.

L e e sath
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The Eight Hour Movement
and the Origin of May Day

Kevin Richards

In Europe, Japan and Latin America, and Russia and
the Eastern European countries, May 1is a workers'
holiday celebrated with rallies, demonstrations and ev=
en strikes. But few people remember that the May Day
tradition grew from the eight-hour day movements of
U.S. workers during the late 1800's,

In this country the holiday is officially scorned as
"Communist, " Tt's true that the so-called Communist
countries = where in reality a small elite rules over the
working class = use such celebrations to further the myth
that these regimes are workers' governments, thereby
helping to keep the elite in power. The rulers in this
country have similar reasons for eliminating the holi=
day; the methods are different, but the purposes are
the same, The United States wants workers to forget
their history and traditions of struggle - so that 1hose/;n
power can stay in power more easily.

After the Civil War, America entered an era of rapid
economic expansion in which the industrial economy
first took shape. As has happened in all capitalist coun=
tries, businesses were established and expanded with the
money saved by inflicting on workers long hours, ter=
rible working conditions, and low pay. Industrial deaths
and wage cuts were more the rule than the exception
as the economy grew on the backs of workers.

Business Stranglehold

This situation was re-enforced by the stranglehold
of business interests over the "law-making process, "

In IMinois the state militia was organized in response to
labor "disturbances” (as the National Guard is used
against rebelling blacks today) and the desire to sup=
press the struggle of workers for any kind of decent
living standards. There were few and mainly unenfore-
ed restrictions on employers, while most states had
laws severely limiting the ability of workers to organ-
ize and strike, When the employers didn't find the
laws favorable epough, they coulkdfusually count on
their influence among politicians and judges to secure
helpful court decisions.

In response to these conditions, the labor movement =
which had quieted during the Civil War - revived more
militantly than ever, and at the center of its concerns
was the struggle for the eight-hour day. Workers' acti-
vity continued on the rise until the depression of 1873,
but few won shorter hours or other concessions. i

Despite the intensity of the slriug_g]c (100, 000 struck
for shorter hours in New York alone), workers were not
yet well enough organized to overcome the resistance
of the employers and their control of the government.

During this period there were attempts to form nation-
al organizations, but the movement remained primari-
1y local and sporadic in nature.

When in the mid-1880's, the workers’ movement
surged again, the quest for shorter hours remained at
the heart of the struggle. Workers who fought for bet-
ter pay and conditions were met by companies using
trainloads of scabs and the government using troops to
break up strikes, Between July 1885 and June 1886, the
Knights of Labor grew in membership from 100, 000 to
700,000, and in 1884 the Federation of Dr‘gan[zed
Trades and Labor Unions resolved that as of May 1,
1886 eight hours would be the legal working day:

_ The Federation itself was vague and half-hearted
about implementing the resolution, and most of the
leadership of the Knights of Labor was bitterly opposed
to using strikes as a method. Yet there was little they
or anyone else could do to prevent 1886 from being an
historic year for the American working class.

Along with the Iabor movement, a radical move-
ment developed after the Civil War, particularly in
New York and Chicago and most notably among Germ=
an workers, By 1880, it had an anarcho-communist
ideology, calling for the abolition of private owner-
ship of industry and the establishment of a “free soci-
ety " based an cooperation and trade unions, In Chica-
go lake fropt meetings and workers’ rallies, often of
a thousand or more and featuring anarchist and social-
ist speakers, became a part of the political landscape.

One of the most remarkable of these was a Thanks=
giving Day rally of three thousand protesting the gover-
nor's proclamation. Resolutions against privare proper-
ty were passed and it was declared: ".,. that we are
thankful because we have learned the true cause of
poverty and knew (sic)the remedy, and can only be
more thankful when the principles are put in force. "

Genera!lzeq to Anti-Capitalist Struggles

When the call for the eight-hour movement was first
issued in 1884, the radicals weren't really involved. But
by the beginniag of 1886 they had thrown themselves
wholeheartedly into it, in a way that labor’s official
leaders never did. At this time, the ten-hour day and
the sixty-hour week were standard with many workers
averaging ten to thirty hours more per week. Asthe
eight-hour struggle came to symbolize the workers'

general fight against capitalism, the movement grew

the struggle was na-

by leaps and bounds, And this ti
tional in scope and represents the first real nationwide
strike activity of American workers,

THE HAYMARKET BOMB

From Anarchy and Anarchists

In Chicago where the greatest struggles were occur=
ring and where the workers were frequently fighting
the police, everybody expected violence on May 1.

No violence did occur on that day but thirty thousand
workers struck while sixty thousand participated in or
watched various demonstrations, Then on May 3 a fight
broke out between strikers and scabs at the McCormick
Harvester plant. The police came and dispersed the
strikers with swinging clubs and gunfire, killing one and
seriously wounding several others.

In response, the trade unions called for a demonstra-
tion in Haymarket Square ‘on the fourth to protest police
brutality. The call was supported by many of Chicago's
revolutionaries, some of whom made ready to address
the crowd. The rally was only one of many scheduled
for that night and remained uneventful until the end,
when a column of police arrived and demanded without
any reason that the crowd disperse. All of a sudden, a
bomb was thrown into the column and the police open-
ed fire, clearing the square in a matter of seconds,

Hysteria

Although the identity of the bomb-thrower was un-
known and remains so till today, the government and-
the press quickly conspired to create an anti-radical
hysteria. Newspapers across the cou"mr) printed out=
right,lies about -riots and non-existent proof of anarchist
bomb-throwers, while the police rounded up "suspect”
after "suspect!',
and radical movements had become too threatening to
business and the government, and the opportunity to
attack them was seized with vigor.

Eight men were indicted and brought to trial on
conspiracy=to-commit=murder charges. All were chos=
en because they had been in and around the radical
movement; four had been prominent leaders. None of
theése was ever proven to have liad any connections with
the unidentified bomb-thrower, However, this didn't
deter the efforts of the press and the police 1o hang

In recent months the working class

them,

Their real purpose was to crush the revolutionary
movement and stop short its growing influence among
workers. To this end, it was far better to convict and
execute known radicals than to find out what really
happened in Haymarket Square. The judge ruled it un=
necessary that they be proven to have had any direct
connection with the actual event, since their general
advice that workers use force to protect themselves and
bring an end to the injustices of the society was reason
enough to hang them,

As could be expected under such circumstances, all
eight were found guilty - thé\only surprise was that one
of them was spared the death sentence and received
fifteen years instead.

Organized labor's first reaction to the Haymarket Af-
fair was to forget the attacks on workers that the police
had been making and condemn the indicted men. Lab-
or’s official leaders, then as now, were frightened by
the growing working class revolt and the increasing in-
fluence of the radicals among workers.

Railroaded

As time went on, however, popular opinion an\d"%:ith
it the opinion of many labor leaders underwent a rever-
sal. More and more people came to the defense of the
Haymarket Men and when the Supreme Court refused
to hear the appeal, a virtual movement grew demanding
that Governor Oglesby pardon them, As a sop to rising
public opinion the governor commuted the sentences of
two men to life imprisonment while sending four to the
gallows.,

One committed spicide before he could be hanged.
But in 1893, Illinois’ next governor, Altgeld, pardon-
ed the three survivors and by implication vindicated the
other five. His reason was that he had examined the
trizl record and found that the men had been railroaded
through court without there being any evidence that
could rightfully convict them, (Con't on page 11)

.
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ample of the oil lobby and the AMA. How many times
have we heard this before? How many mmumu’us have
been absorbed into the Democratic Party on this basis?
The argument of course is that somehow politicians are
neutral people swayed this way and that by pressure. How-
ever, this conception is totally unreal, The oil lobby
doesn't find politicians distasteful because the oil uv—‘
dustry has long ago digested the politicians,

The major parties are, and historically always have

been, controlled by big business. The structure of the
parties is loose at the bottom and tight at the top, and
this structure has worked just fine to absorb and neutral-
ize every reform movement from the Populists to the
labor movement, from the Mississippi Freedom Demo-
cratic Party, to the McCarthy campaign, as well as
countless others in between, If ecology activists fail to
break from the Democratic Party, they too will be
swallowed up and digested.

ssure Politics

The thing that stands out in almost everyone's discus-
sion of the crisis and what to do about it is a
fierce loyalty to the status quo. Within this context, of
course, pressure politics are acceptable, and the role of
the movement is to suggest ways of implementing re=
forms which we'll al so have to be willing to pay for.

In his discussion of recycling, Garrett De Bell says,
"At present, however, the re-use or recycling of solid
wastes is not economically feasible for most materials,
Since it is ecologically necessary to start recycling our
solid wastes, our approach is to find ways to make re-
cycling economical. " In_other words, our role is to
find solutions for the capitalists that we'll then be wil=
ling to fund.

“Suitable legislation can go a long way toward doing
this, " he argues. "At the state or federal level, legis-
lation should incorporate the cost of disposal of each
product in its price in the form of a tax.... This leg-
islation represents a specific application of the econ-
omic theory of externalities. Instead of the usual prac-
tice of including only the cost of production in the
price of a product, we also include any additional so=
cial cost - such as the .cost in environmental deterior-
ation - in the price of the product, "

Time and again this argument is repeated; the pub-
lic must be willing to pay for the mess the corporations
have made. Donald G. O'Meara, head of a company
which makes anti-poliution devices, sums it up nice=
ly: "We have the technological ability to clean up
most anything. But industry wonders who is going to
pay the bill, the government or consumer? Frankly, 1
think people are becoming so aware of the problem

that they'1l be willing to pn')‘ to clean up our water and
our air, " (Newsweek, "The Ravaged Environment ).

In an economy torn apart by inflation, which hiits
most those least able to pay, including black people,
poor people and the working class in general, these
kinds of solutions are absurd. Many ecology "experts’,
are, unfortunately, willing to accept them.

The working class has a special place in the envir=
onmental crisis, and one that has so far been overlook=
ed by ecology activists, It is the working class that
suffers most from the poisoning of our air, water, and
cities, and it is the working class that is in the most
strategic place to do something about it.

The New York Times in an article published Febru=
ary 9, 1970, cited a study conducted by a Dr. Winkes
stein over the past 10 years in Buffalo, Dr. Winkelstein
@mpared "the health of people living in very poor
areas where industrial pollution is dense with the health
of people living in wealthier, relatively pollution-free
neighborhoods, Not only was the over-all death
rate twice as high in the polluted areas as the rate in

¥

ers' death rates from tuberculosis and stgmach cancer
were three times as great as the latters’. " And that is
just the beginning.

In the cotton textile plants of North and South Caro-
lina, Alabama and Georgia, byssinosis, or 'white lung’,
is the equivalent of black lung disease in the mines,
and as common, Marty Wolfson, writing in the Guar-
di
particles of cotton fiber dust on the job and results in
difficulty in breathing, disability, and eventually
death. Of the one million fextile workers in the U.S.,
approximately 250, 000 work in the cotton textile in- ~
dustry and neafly 100, 000 workers (active and retired)
suffer from byssinosis.

To return for a minute to our ecologically=concern~
ed steel worker, if he worked in the coke ovens in that
steel mill, he would have a 62% berter chance of dying
of cancer than other steel workers - this as a result of
breathing sulfide gases which the ovens then disperse
into the atmosphere, 3

To preach self-righteously that we’re all to blame for
this mess in the face of facts like these and many more
is to miss the point entirely; those coke ovens in the
steel mills are only forging a small amount of that steel
for the individual consumer's use.

Again in the case of water pollution, if we all stop-
ped making so much garbage, it would still not solve

/14/10), says it 'is caused by breathing in tiny

‘the problem, Lee Webb, in the February 21, 1970 Guar-

dian, ha.s}ome interesting statistics, Of the 25 trillion
gallons of water the U,S, uses annually, "...5 trillion
are used by people for drinking, bathing and waste dis-
posal. Industry uses 3.7 trillion gallons for various =
manufacturing processes and another 9.4 trillion for
cooling. Business-oriented agriculture uses another 7
trillion gallons for irrigation. Besides the 13.1 trillion
gallons industry uses directly, much of what is referred
to as municipal waste is actually industrial waste, No
fewer than 300, 000 industrial plants dump their efflu-
ents into municipal sewers, By one estimate more than
40% of all municipal sewage comes from industry, "

In order to clean up this problem, Nixon has “...ask-
€d congress to appropriate $4 billion in federal grants
to local communities over the next eight years to help
them build municipal sewage plants. " Municipalities
are to raise $6 billion ", , .through bond issues. A new
federal agency, the Environmental financing Authori-

¥+ would help them by subsidizing interest payments, "
Since nearly 40% of municipal sewage comes from in-
dustry, the effect of Nixon's total mobilization against
pollution is to force federal taxpayers and local tax=
payers to pay the bill for ridding the rivers and lakes
of industrial pollution. X

Workers, as members of the public, are affected by
this massive water pollution, but, more importantly,
workers are also, unlike the "public”, in a position to
do something about it. Recently, Local 150 of the Op-
erating Engineers in Chicago declared they would not
work on a project contracted to the Newburg Construc=
tion Co., which would dump 2, 000, 000 tons of sludge
into Lake Michigan, This local made it clear that it
would refuse in the future to work on projects which
would contribute to pollution of the environment, Only
the working class is in the strategic position in produc-
tion to make these kinds of strategies possible.

Strikes

A strike by auto workers, which included the demand
to replace the internal combustion engine, would do more
toward ending automobile pollution than all the con-
sumer boycotts, congressional letter-writing campaigns,
and pressure politics in the world,

The one section of the working class that is mentioned
in the Environmental Handbook is the farm workers. In
an article called 'Pesticides Since Silent Spring*, Ste=
ven H. Wodka describes his plight. “The farm worker,
upon whom we depend so much to harvest our nation’s
food supply, lives and works in near slavery. This is
especially true'for the migrant worker. There is work
only during the warm months of the year, and even
then the boss does not have to pay him the legal mini-
mum wage (average income for farm workers: $1, 232
a year). So the whole family goes to work, including
the children, to earn as much as possible. Thus the
farm worker family has close exposure to dangerois
pesticides - from contaminated drinking water, from
living in close proximity to sprayed fields, from ‘acci-
dentally’ being sprayed while working in the fields,
and from working among crops on which the residues
of dangerous pesticides are still active. "

Wodka goes on 1o discuss the role of the United Farm
Workers in fighting the pesticides, saying that this or=

.. one of the

ganization has the potential for being

of these dangerous chemicals, "

This point is well taken buv it also brings us back to
the question of how and through whom one exercises
that power. The UFWOC leadership is firmly tied to
the liberal wing of the Democratic Party, and as long
as this orientation is sanctioned by the bulk of the mem=.
bership, no fundamental changes will be allowed. It
is not in the interests of the capitalist class to abandon
its efforts to obtain the most profit at the }last cost, for
the sake  of something as ‘irrelevant' as peisoning of the
environment, No matter how much lip service the cap-
italists pay to the 'problems’ of pollution, they will
fight basic reforms tooth and nail, because these reforms
must involve the destruction or restrutturing of the
institutions of capitalism,

Basic changes are in the interest of the working class,
however, and workers organized on the job, in rank-
and-file caucuses and struggle committees, cam carry
on the fight even while the union bureaucrats urge sup-
port to their local Democrats,

In order for this to happen, the ecology movement
must begin to direct a large part of its effort toward
workers. Workers have every reason to join us once
they understand what's at stake. For a number of years,
now, an important element in many strikes has been
the issue of working conditions and, in the future, it
will be even more important as speed-up takes its toll,
We must take advantage of this fact to underline the
relevance of the ecology movement to workers' self-
interest,

The ecology movement, linked with the working
class in struggle and in other struggles for social change,
including black and brown liberation and women'"s
liberation, soon must enter the political arena. If it is
to succeed, it must fight from a position of strength,
allied with a Workers’ Party, separate and distinct from
the capitalist parties. We must begin now to work tow=
ard that goal.

places free from soot and contamination, but the form= most effective power blocks for controls over the use —an 18 .
B
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Eco-Politics

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

imperialism which is responsible for the Vietnam war,
not violence in the movies. Similarly, it is capitalism
which is responsible for the deterioration of the envir-
onment, not the victims of that deterioration. The mor-
al-witness approach, whether to peace or pollution, is -
based on a liberal analysis of the nature of American
society, Eco-pacifism and eco-liberalism differ on tac=
tics, but their politics converge,

Eco-anarchism, When eco-pacifism is seen to be
powerless to change society, a common reaction will
be an effort to escape from society. There is a lot of
talk floating around about utopian-anarchist colonies
as an ecological strategy. These colonies would be loca-
ted away from urban areas, and in them people would
try to live in harmony with their environment. Chis
usually means a rejection of modern technology, and
a subsistence existence in small communes,~This may
look attractive to the harrassed city=dweller, but it
is tenable only so long as an industrial economy lies
just over the hill,

Suppose it didn't. What would you do when the baby
got sick, and home remedies didn't work? There would
be no doctor to call, There would be no drug industry
to develop anti-biotics, The baby would simply die.
Agricultural productivity would be very low, and
dawn-to-dark work would be necessary just to provide

essentials, When drought came, there would be fam-
ines. In short, society would have reverted to a tribal,
pre=industrial level of organization.

Humanity spent thousands of years trying to get out
of that sort of existence. There must have been a rea=
son why so many people felt so strongly about it. Com-
munes are only tenable within the interstices of an
industrial society.

Eco-terrorism. At a recent ecology meeting, some=
one suggested that to demonstrate the uselessness of

building mpre freeways, the group go out and cause

2 massive traffic jam on the present freeway. Luckily,
no one else took the suggestion seriously. But there
will no doubt be some incidents of this sort of action. -

In an article on “The Politics of Ecology" (Libara—

tion, January 1970), Barry Weisberg says that "This
winter and spring we can expect a series of radical
ecological actions: the bombing of more corporate
headquarters, sabotage to the industrial machinery
that pollutes and obstruction at airports and other trans*

- portation corridors, * The stupidity of such tactics is

staggering. They are virtually designed to alienate any
potential of working-class stipport and to set the move-
ment up for eco-repression (which is not distinguishable
from ordinary repression).

Bombing and sabotage (to say nothing of simple ob-
struction) have an old and honorable history in the la-
bor movement. But they can only be valid as adjuncts
to a larger movement, in very specific situations. Such
situations do not now exist in this country, and the use
of such tactits as bombings by irresponsible individuals
is a recipe for disaster,

Eco-"maoism", This is an ecological counterpart to

the notion of “white=skin privilege". American workers
are held to be far too wealthy for their own good. This
excess wealth is supposed to be the root of environmen-
tal problems.

This must really seem like a grim joke to the aver-
age American worker, who lives very nearly hand-to-
mouth. Heated swimming pools are not at all that
common, In the absence of mass transit, automobiles
are a necessity, not a luxury, Entertainment and cul-
ture are structured so that a television set is also essen~
tial. The average American, who is'in debt up to his
ears, could very easily absorb a doubling of his real
income.

Any approach to ecological problems which stresses
“solving environmental problems by voluntary poverty
will necessarily have limited appeal. We already have
igvoluntary poverty.

This approach also diverts attention from considera-
tion of the structure of the economy and the distribution’
of power in society. It is harmful in the same way that
anti-litter campaigns can be harmful when they are
used as a substitute for attacks on the real problems.

Eco-socialism, There are very powerful forces at
work within the capitalist system opposing any solution
to the environmental crisis. Many well-entrenched in-

terests are involved. It would involve an upheaval at
least as great as the New Deal. Since this would ultim-
ately have to be enforced worldwide, it might well be
defeated by the powerful forces of interational econo:
mic competition. Whether or not any bureaucratic cap-
jralist solution is a real possibility is an important sub-
ject for future debate within the ecology movement.,

Whether or not planning under capitalism is any kind
of solution, it is bound to be presented as such, if only
to prevent conydexauon of a socialist solution. It is.
thus imperative that ecology activists see themselves
as part of the struggle to create a socialist society.

This cannot be done by appea.ls to reasonableness of
the ruling class, or by attempting to create a new rul-
ing class of intellectuals. The only group with the
power to bring about socialism is the working class:
black and white, female and male, blue-collar and
white-collar; 2%

Many ecology activists, accustomed to regarding
working people as somehow the cause of environmen~
tal problems, will be unable to envision them fighting
for solutions to these problems. But in fact this fight
has been going on on a local level for a long time.
Pollution is a health hazard on the job. Ecology acti=
vists should remind themselves that the Black Lung
wildcat in the coal fields of West Virginia was gener=
ally seen as part of the ecology movement in addition
to being part of the labor movement.

Working people must demand not only control of job
conditions which endanger health, but control of the
type of goods they produce and the way in which they
produce them, It is difficult to believe that anyone
relishes the thought of devoting his life to the produc-
tion of crap. It is in the nature of capitalism that the
struggle cannot be confined to the level of the indivi-
dual plant, If it is, it will be defeated by economic
pressures, and it will not ‘everr begin to touch many of
the basic problems. !

To deal with ecological problems, workers will be
forced to generalize their demands to control of the
entire planning process of society, which can only be
achieved through control of the eatire society. The
ecological crisis, by focusing the attention of workers
on the process of planning, may prove to be a power-
ful force for the creation of socialism. :

Joe Felsenstein is an assistant professor of genetics at
the University of Washington and a member of the
Seattle International Socialists.

Population

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

imaginative -= and all aimed at punishing those least
responsible for our sodal crisis, Ehrlich in particular
shows little understanding of the realities of America's
economic structure; under his regimen,

"The plush life would be difficult to attain for those
with large families -- which is as it should be, since
they are gemng their pleasure from their children,
who are being supported in part by more responsible
members of society. *

The plush life, as a matter of fact, is not a pressing
problem for | Americans with large families; statis=
tics show that t.héy ‘are predominantly among the poor.
As Dubos points out, "advocates of birth control natur=
ally find it difficult to enlist the cooperation of desti=
tute people who regard children as the one worthwhile
aspect of their lives, * Unlike Ehrlich, they think the
problem is their destitution.

The population control movement has a foreign poli=
cy too, Its central conception is "triage”, introduced
by the Paddocks and endorsed by ich. The theory
requires that the United States stop sending food to
those countries that Washington decides "can't be saved"”
dership and

oo

dent bn every page of their book. Ehrlich is more cau-
tious, but only slightly. "Coercion?" he asks, referring
to a proposal for forced sterilization of Indian men who
have more than three children. "Perhaps, but coercion
is a good cause, 1 am sometimes astounded at the arti-
tudes of Americans who are horrified at the prospect of
our government insisting on population control as the
price of food aid. All too often the very same people
are fully in support of applying military force against
those who disagree with our form of government or

our foreign policy. We must be relentless in pushing
for population control around the world. "

We are not yet as relentless as Ehrlich would like, but
population control is being tied to@n.increasing propor-
tion of foreign aid. The World Bank and the Agency for
International Development are in favor of it, on the

theory that birth control does more than economic de=

lop to raise an underdeveloped country’s aver=
age income, Aside from the fact that the average level
of income doesn't indicate what its distribution is, this
policy is unpopular both with the recipient governments
and with American corporations looking for business
with the third world, who would like to see an increase
in production.

But the policy has a logic of its own. A large, pre-
dominantly young population, unemployed and concen-
trated in the cities, may cause trouble, "In the 1970's it
is liable to become an uncontrollable flood, " says The
Economist, "and threaten real, red, raw, urban revo-
lution. ” Unfortunately, population control alone will
not develop the backward countries, and without de-

== because overpopulation, q
other divisive factors" make catamophe inevkab]e.
the Paddocks® opinion such countries include India and
Egypt. Ehrlich modifies the theory so that it runs on a
regional rather than a national basis. "The bedrock
requirement of this program would be population comtrol,
necessarily including migration control to prevent swamp-
ing of aidcd areas by the less fortunate. " It is interesting
that the words "population control” have acquired a dou-
ble meaning,

The Paddocks take naturally to the idea of triage be-
cause of the rampant American chauvinism that is evi-

lop the population is likely to keep on explod-
ing even if birth control materials are available,

The population theorist is left with a dilemma, Pro-
posals for voluntary population control appear to be in=
effectual, and alternative, compulsory measures seem
far too drastic. Voluntary population control is a pre=
eminent example of a policy that must be instituted
"from below ", In a society controlled from above, a
collective decision to limit population growth cannot
be made.

Capitalism in particular, with its historical drive to-

‘wards unending accumulation, has produced a population

"policy" of limitless expansion. At the present time, the
system sees the population explosion as a threat to sta-
bility, possibly leading to a revolutionary breakdown.
The ideologists of capitalism alternate between techno-
logical zeal, in periods of prosperity and expansion,
and militant neo-Malthusianism when the system is on
the defensive, The latter view is now in the ascendance,
but its implications are too painful to make it domi-
nant,

One population expert (Davis) confronts the dilemma
this way: "... a realistic proposal for a government
policy of lowering the birth rate reads like a catalogue
of horrors: squeeze consumers through taxation and in-
flation, make housing very scarce by limiting construc-
tion; force wives and mothers to work outside the home
to offset the inadequacy of male wages, yet provide
few child-care facilities; encourage migration to the
city by paying low wages in the country and providing ;
few rural jobs; increase congestion in cities by starving
the transit system; increase personal insecurity by en-
couraging conditions that produce unemployment and
by haphazard political arrests. "

If all this is reminiscent of home, rest assured: "No
govemnment, " Davis asserts, "will institute such hard=-
ships simply for the purpose of controlling population
growth, " In a sense, Davis is no doubt correct, No

government would institute such h: ips simply for
the sake of population control alone. “the inesca-

pable fact that the "catalogue of horrors™ which Davis
enumerates is already an established part of our daily

lives is both a monument to the gravity of the social
crisis we face and a clue to the fatal weakness of pop-
ulation control methodologies.
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Laurie Flynn

-

Ecology: An English View

On his recent American trip, Harold Wilson offered

his old buddy Richard Nixon a ‘special relationship’

so that their nations could get together on the two great
problems of our time: race relations and pollution,

the destruction of our natural environment,
ke Labour government's racialist ban on immigra=-
,?{ion effectively
Powellites.

cleared the way for the ranting of the
Now our Harold has served notice ilsa_t he
intends to repeat this success in pastures new.

As we all know, when he moves, he moves swiftly.
As a result, since his return, the pollution problem has
been debated in parliament and the personnel for a
permanent Royal Commission on the matter will be
announced shortly .

All of a sudden our masters have hit upon the des-
poliation of our lives. We must be very careful not to
dismiss the discussion just because we do not trust those
who started it,

Roughly the background is this. Some years ago,
Rachel Carson published a little book called The Sil-
ent Spring.

She said that the use of chemical pest-killers in farm-
ing was finishing off man's natural allies along with the
pests. Birds and beasts were being exterminated and
soon spring would indeed be silent.

DDT prevents the formation of calcium, One of the
results of its use in farming is that eggshells become
dramatically weaker.

Food, too, is taking a hammering, with god knows
what getting into it in the pursuit of high yields for high
profit. Some commentators even suggested that there
would soon be no one around to hear the silence of that
silent spring.

A clear cut example of the human implications of
the techniques of big business farming lies in the use
of anti-biotics to fatten up meat and poultry. Asa
result, people develop resistances to the antizbiotics
in their food.

If hospitalised, from a quitg unrelated illness,. they
are found to have a mysterious immunity to the heal-
ing power of those self-same anti-biotics. Sometimes
they meet an equally mysterious death.

Pesticides

Perhaps the most dramatic case of the moment is
the strike of the Californian grape workers. Mainly
Mexican immigrants, their five-year old s!ril(p demands
a ban on the use of such pesticides. £

After five years - including four of gnvemnfcnl fi-
nanced strike-breaking by buying up all the boycotted
grapes - the bosses thought they might agree to some
sort of increase in the basic wage, even union recogni~
tion. But talks broke down on the question of pesticides.

Californian grape workers lose their hair, their fin=
gemails and their lives as a result of their continual
contact with these pesticides. Needless to say, such
crimes are not classified as the 1obxcai ng”c‘ of cap-
italist farming.

It may be that if and \»hul there is some Te emporary
conclusion to this five=year struggle, these crimes will
be officially camouflaged as ‘accidents’.

Some workers will receive a few pennies compensa-
tion if they lose the required number of fingernails.
America's moneysharks will thump their chests in re-
fornfing pride and other workers will continue to lose
their hair and their lives.

In some of its sectors, agriculture is consumed by a
need for vast yields to satisfy the grab-motive. When
it is not, big business agriculture is concerned to av-
oid American or British overproduction which would
sadly upset the market price.

In Britain, the Milk Marketing Board pours millions
of gallons of milk it has purchased down disused Corn-
ish tin mines. One theory is that this cuts down the

freight charges for not giving aid to the world’s hungry.
America has a more advanced form of disorganisation.
Vast government grants - financed by the poor, the hun=

rican work-

and the various other sections of the Al
g class - are doled out to the big farmers to make it
worth their while not to grow anything.

But side by side with an agriculture consumed with
profit-hunger and other forms of madness, there oper~
ates another monster; industry.

IL};this that the press and the TV see as the final

threat.
1o live.

The machine has taken charge and it's all Bond Street
to a packet of Woodbines that we've had it, Our cities
are being made into gas chambers by exhaust and indus-
trial fumes. Our technology fs out of control

First we must register surprise at this sudden discovery
of the filthy conditions of our lives.

Vast sections of the world's population have long been
aware of the miserable conditions of their lives, have
known slums and shantieg, have been maimed by indus.-
trial 'accidents’, struck down by industrial diseases,
slaughtered by poverty, starvation and war.

They have struggled relentlessly over the last 150 years
to get themselves out of just such conditions, although
they have not yet successfully concluded their fight.

Of course, it's not our technology which is out of con-
trol, We produce {t and so we can change it.

Industrial waste is copsuming us, we have 10 years

It is not produetion itself which is killing us, but its
social goals, the method and style of production which
inevitably accompany the relentless pursuit of private
profit and the endless accuntulation of capiral, the
prime purposes of capitalism,

The story goes that we are killing ourselves by our
industry alxdﬂjltqchrlﬁ)!ugyblr is not ours, It can be,
and we can lay down different social goals as soon as
workers seize the power.

'Our’' rivers are fndeed poisoned, ‘our' countryside
raped and ravaged. So too are our people, the victims
of terrible mental illnesses, industrial diseases and in-
juries in our artificially shortened lives.

Capitalist industry and agriculture are no longer pro=
gressive. At every level the possibility exists to elimi-
nate every 'accident’ whether it be to a hillside or to
a human limb, 4

If we rack our memories we will remember an acci~
dent to a man-made mountain of waste. A gigantic
coal-tip above the village of Aberfan slid into the val-
ley below, engulfing the village school and killing 116
children and 28 adults.

A ‘disaster'? Even the word is politically loaded. No,
no disaster, but rather the inevitable result of our sys-
tem of production.

Men had put the tip where it was, many dying to dig
it from the bowels of the earth. Other men knew it was
likely to collapse, for they had studied fts structure.

After the slaughter men are now flattening it, a con-
struction firm got an uncxpected and profitable contract
and doubtless building workers could be maimed and
injured in ending the monument to private profit that is
Aberfan,

Aberfan was 'pollution®, Aberfan was ‘industrial dam-
age' or any other of the obscene vells for the systematic
rape of man and nature,

Aberfan and other so-called disasters are just one as—
pect of the devastation of our lives which = through the
social revolution ~ will become boundlessly lovely, ca=
pable of raising vast sculptures of mental and physical
;luii.jln out of a landscape which sometimes seems able
only to stifie and to kill.

Capitalist
n's relationst

stage revolution-
proceeds without

production, while at one

ising ma with nature,

fon. It i{s an anachror
ism, the superfor

any concern for social produ

overripe for replacement by commt

and truly human form of society which will issue from
a worker's state.

Since it has no concern for'production for use and
need, the normal state of caplitalism is a highly organ-
ised form of chaos. Contemptuous of man, it is no sur-
prise that it should be contemptuous of nature.

It can never be reformed, An economy cannot just
switch production for war to production to combat pov-

‘erty and scarcity. The society itself must be reconstruc=

ted and revolutionised.

Capitalism must waste [n its mad quest for zhe ac-
cumulation of capital through private profit. It must
tax the working class to pay for Its vast Indulgence In
permanent terror and violence. It can never reconstruct
itself in a fundamentally different fashion. &

Capitalist production does not reign unchallenged,
the mole of revolution digs deep. When, after many
years, the readers and writers of Socialist Worker (and
other papers like it) have succeeded in their struggle to
build a mass revolutionary party - that vital excavator
which will enable us to reach the daylight and bury
the stinking system of capitalist production relations
forever - there will be no pause for self-congratulation.

Even the morrow of a successful revolution will be
an occaslon of renewed activity., We will need to be-
gin to move towards a total alteration of our relation-
ship with nature.

For the first time in history there will be a human
I].]:lul’\.'. neither above nor beneath man, We will hu-
manise nature in our journey to human ise ourselves.

As Leon Trotsky wrote in 1924:

‘The present location of mountains and rivers,
fields and greens, steppe, forest and maritime coasts,
should by no means be considered as final, Man has
already carried out some far from negligible changes
in nature's map. But these are only school-boyish essays
in comparison with what is to come.

‘If faith could only promise to move mountains, tech=

.. nology, which takes nothing on faith, will really pull
“them down and shift them, Hitherto it has done this

only for industrial commercial purposes (m\ines and
tunnels).

‘In the. future it will do it’on an {ncomparably wid-
er scale, in accordance with comprehensive produc~
tive-artistic plans, Man will make a new inventory of
mountains and rivers. He will sérlously and more than
once amend nature,

‘He will eventually reshape the earth to his taste
... and we have no reason to fear that his taste will
be poor. *

Reprinted from Socialist Worker, an English Interna-
tional Socialist weekly, February 19, 1970.
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THE POLITICS
OF POPULATION

Walter Daum

A new population control movement has come into
being. It is partly a branch of the growing environmen-
tal movement, and partly descended from the older
family planning organizations, But in focusing narrowly
on overpopulation as the world's critical problem, this
movement is really tangential to both of these streams,
and very much in the Malthusian tradition.

Its leading spokesman is Paul Ehrlich, a biologist
whose book The Population Bomb is circulating in an
edition of 2 million copies. Ehrlich's thesis is twofold:
1) population growth is rapidly outrunning food produc=
tion, and therefore mass starvation is unavoidable in
the near future; 2) overpopulation is the root of all

- problems of modern society, including the shortages of
housing, schools, hospitals and transportation, air and
water pollution, crime, riots, slums, governmental
repression, the gap between rich nations and poor,~ind
the war in Vietnam,

It follows from these two assertions that the only sol-
utions worth considering are those that directly control
population growth, and that these solutions must be
massive and immediate.

Under the circumstances, it is not hard to believe that
the proposed solutions range from the permissive to the
authoritarian, Some of Ehrlich’s suggestions coincide
with the programs of movements for social change;
others however stand directly opposed to these move-
ments, The urgency of the population problem can be
used to divert attention from issues of war, racism and
welfare. It has been used to give reactionary politics
a liberal platform,

Demography and Society

Happily, Ehrlich's case is far from airtight. His first
thesis requires a projection of present rates of popula~
tion growth into the future, a notoriously unrewarding
task, Projections made by démographers during the de-
pression years of the thirties forecast the depopulation
of Western Europe, Estimates in the early forties predic-
ted a post-war baby boom, but nothing like the one
that occurred.

The difficulty is that the rate of population growth
depends on social conditions. Typically, industrializa=
tion and urbanization first cause population to spurt by
lowering the death rate, and later bring about a slower
rate of growth by reducing the birth rate. The devel-
oped nations of the world have reached the second.
stage. The post=war industrialization of Japan and Italy,
for example, was followed by a noticeable decline in
birth rates,

The extraordinary increase in world population is
taking place largely in the underdeveloped countries,

~
chiefly because of medical advances, public health
programs, and technological developments that have
improved food distribution, In the third world, the sec-
ond stage has not been reached, One explanation is

that of Rene Dubos:

"Under the social and economic circumstances that
control human behavior in most of the underprivileged
parts of the world today, and for that matter prevailed
almost everywhere in the past, children consinutc the
easiest and most rewarding source of emotional ‘atisfac-
tion, as well as a kind of insurance against the future.
Only in prosperous countries have other incentives weak-
ened this fundamental human urge. "

The claim that population will continue to grow at

- the present rate relies, therefore, on the assumption

that the third world will remain undeveloped. Because
of the existence and consequences of imperialism, this
assumption is not unreasonable, But there is the alter-
native of social revolution - an alternative that the pop-
ulation controllers do their best 1o avoid.

Spokesmen like Ehrlich insist that taking the wnderly-
ing social context into account would waste valuable
time. As will be seen, the population control experts
are on friendly terms with imperialism, and dre willing
to live with underdevelopment. Their "inevitability of
overpopulation” argument begins with a bias against
social change, and thus necessarily misses the point,

Another proposition required by the mass starvation
thesis is the idea that food production cannot be great-
1y increased. Although new technological procedures
are possible, Ehrlich argues that bringing new lands un=
der cultivation or developing new fertilizers and protein
foods would be economically unfeasible, Perhaps so,
but there is a choice being made betwéen alternative
uses of resources. Ehrlich does not, for example, point
out that the arms budger appears to be permanently
feasible for American capitalism. The development of
agricultural resources is just one more category of use-
ful produc!i?n given a low priority in our society.

A curious statement that keeps turning up in The
Population Bomb is that America's food surpluses can-
not be used to feed the poor countries for much longer
because they're nearly all gone. The source for this
information seems to be a book that Ehrlich depends
on for many of his arguments -~ William and Paul Pad-
dock's Famine--1975!, The Paddocks reason that our
surpluses are "gone" because they've been shipped out
of the country under the Food for Peace program. And
since they've been disposed of there's no need to pro-
duce them again; so we tan cut back agricultural pro=
duction to meet only the needs of profitable domestic
consumption and forelgn trade. In other words, our farm
surpluses will be "gone” if we make thesti 0%

-

- ‘;.“ Y i
» b ¥

‘.).‘ )’4‘;

As it happens, the United Statesjcontinues to reduce
farm production in the face of world-wide undernourisi-
ment. Wheat acreage allotments were cut by 12% for
this year because of a world “surplus”. While it is very
unlikely that even full use of American ggricultural
resources at present levels could provide the world with
a decent diet, Ehrlich and the Paddocks exaggerate the
problem by treating unprofitable production as unpro~
duceable.

It should be pointed out that Ehrlich’s pessimism is not
univers{uy accepted, The British business journal &

Economist reports that "food production has been grow-

ing 13/4 times as fast as population since the mid-
1950's ... however much our own ineptitude may pro-
duce conditions in Bihar, Mississippi and Biafra that
often make the world seem doomed to eventual famine. "
In sum, Ehrlich's mass starvation via overpopulation
thesis rests on a number of unproven assumptions and

.overlooks the problem of the organization of society.

His second thesis - that overpopulation is the root cause
of all evils - suffers from the same flaws and moreover
is supported by no evidence at all. Ehrlich simply as~
serts it, over and over again.

It is obvious that unlimited population growth would
ultimately become THE problem, because of the finite
size of the earth, But these limits have not been reached.
Overcrowded conditions resulting from high population
density are an old phenomenon in human civilization;
they existed in the ancient world and in medieval cities.
Today's "overpopulation” as well is a social problem,
not a biological one,

Atmosphere of Panic

The atmosphere of panic evoked by the population
control enthusiasts enables them to put forth proposals
that would worsen the social crisis mixed with measures
aimed at ameliorating it, On family planning matters,
they are naturally in favor of voluntary birth control and
abortion, but involuntary control also turns up. Compul-
sory abortion for illegitimate pregnancies is one pro=
posal. Ehrlich laments the “"criminal inadequacy” of re-
search into sterilization agents that could be added to
water supplies,

Some propose reducing paid maternity leaves and
oppose child-care centers! Others urge that the birth
control pill be made widely available without medical
information or supervision, despite the pill's record of
dangerous side effects, Dr, Alan Guttmacher, head of
Planned Parenthood and an ardent population control
advocate, told a Senate subcommittee that "the dis-
penser of therapy should be educated, nort the recipient. "

Liberating women from the pressure to define them=
selves in terms of the family, and eliminating unequal
job opportunities and wages for women have been pro-
posed in the same breath as compelling women to
work outside the home - either by law or by lowering
all wages so that eactrfamily needs two incomes. (Kings-
ley Davis, in Science, 1967).

This suggestion is modeled on the population poli=
cies of several Eastern European "socialist" countries.
Whether designed to increase the available labor force
or to decrease the population, such manipulations work
in the interest of elitist control. The population experts
favor the liberation of women only to the extent that
it fits their convenience.

Taxation and welfare policies put forward I}Hhe pop~
ulation controllers would concentrate their impact on
poor and working class families. The major legislative
proposal of Zero Population Growth, an organization
whose president is Dr. Ehrlich, is to eliminate tax ex=
emptions for each family's "excess” children. ZPG
would deny that their proposal carries a class bias, and
in fact it makes an exception for families below the
poverty line. Yet it would hurt mainly those with low
incomes, and would not inhibit the wealthy from hav=
ing as many children as they wanted.

Other ideas around the population control movement
are to cut off welfare benefits to mothers of more than
some fixed number of children, and to stop awarding
public housing on the basis of family size. All very

(Con't on page 6)
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‘The Splitin The NUC |

Judith Shapiro

n February Ist, the National Committee (quarterly councily of the New

Universit, Conference, with about 200 people in attendance, expelled
f’rogressive Labor Party and the Worker-Student Alliance Caucus.

On February lst, the Natjonal Committee (quarterly
couneil) of the New University Conference, with ab-
out 200 people in attendance, expelled the Progressive

Labor Party and the Worker-Student Alliance Caucus.

NUC, the less than two-year odd national organiza=
tion of radicals who work "in, around, and in spite of
institutions of higher education” thus elearly showed
that it was not sheltered from the powerful divisive cur-
rents now flowing through the entire left,

Amazing Assortment

The expulsion motion was introduced by the execu-
tive committee in a rather top-down fashion, and af-
terwards blandly apologized for as a regrettable neces-
sity. There was no opportunity for chapter discussion
before the meeting, The alignment of forces against
PL was an amazing assortment, ranging from culture
freaks to the edge of RYM II, If the sectarian mood
prevails, it is unlikely that this combination can hold
together.

But NUC, which had frequently been described in-
accurately by the mass media as the "adult arm of
SDS, " displayed considerably more subtlety and finesse
in Baltimore in February than was shown by the RYM
forces in Chicago last June. Manipulation by the ex-
ecutive committee majority (called "giving leadership”)
was far more smoothly carried out, and a great deal
of time was given over to post-mortem tegrets - after
the expulsion, and after the doors were (physically)
barred to PL and the WSA - and there was much”less
hysterical rhetoric. Also, there was a clear majority
for expulsion, 42 delegates to 15.

Most important of all, the expulsion was ostensibly
for disciplinary reasons which it might have been pos-
sible to support if there had been adequate proof. The
executive committee, meeting before the council
plenary, rejected most political bases for its proposal,
and emphasized instead allegations of interference with
chapter operations, especially at Columbia and Har-
vard, secondarily at MIT and the University of Illinois
at Chicago Circle,

As the Motion put it: "Meeting in emergency session
the Executive Committee of NUC has come to the con=
clusion that membership in PLP and/or WSA is no long-
er compatible with membership in NUC. We recognize
the serious problems raised by this recommendation,
and the necessity for making very clear the reasons for

of "anti-~communism”
could have been collected.

The motivation of those who actually wanted to base
the expulsion on political differences was very differ-
ent from those who honestly felt that there was evi-
dence of undemocratic maneuvering. The leadership
of the former position, John McDermott of MIT, has
put forward a proposal for the turning of NUC into a
"cadre organization”, presumably with McDermott's
politics,

The executive committee introduced the motion.at
the very start of the plenary, intending to ask all Plers
and WSAers to leave if the motion passed. It was clear
at the beginning that the votes for expulsion were pres-
ent and the ensuing debate was extremely sloppy on
the part of the supporters of expulsion. There were,
however, several excellent arguments against expul-
sion made by independents, At the end of the debate
it wguld have been apparent from any transcript that
the charges of "obstructionism" were just not substanti-
ated, There will always be conflicting testimony, but
the evidence as presented was exceptionally shoddy.

Rather than risk having to drag out those who had
been expelled by force (although there seemed to be
no objection to the shouting down of Hilary Putnam, a
member of the WSA, by the chairman), the leadership®
cleverly decided to adjourn for one~half hour. After-
wards the group was told to reconvene in another room
of the building in which we were meeting, PL/WSAers
including chapter delegates who stayed were béirred at
the door by guards. Food had been ordered in, and sep-
arate trays were left outside the locked doors for the
pariahs. ~

The workshops later in the day made it clear to all
doubters that any real political bonds uniting the anti-
PL side were extremely thin, For example, although
NUC declared itself last June to be working for a "new
American form of socialism, " a number of members
and delegates attending did not yet consider themselves
tolbe socialists. The majority seemed to favor some
kind of "new working class" ideology, of the sort which
was extremely popular in SDS just before the hardening
of RYM (Remember that Bernardine Dohrn ran for inter~
organizational secretary of SDS on a new working class
platform).

Elitism

it. Owr objection to PL-WSA membership in NUC is ‘\>T

not based on their discipline, organization, or adher-
ence to a unified line; it is rather the hostile and des-
tructive uses to which these are put. It is not their
claim to be "Communists" that we oppose, or indeed
any single position that they hold, but rather their
consistent disruption of discussion and program in NUC. "

Politics not Discipline

But the discussion at the national meeting itself dem-
onstrated that it was not organizational discipline, but
politics, that provided the thrust for the motion; the
charged disciplinary infractions were far from substan-
tiated, The charges, in general, of "forcing heavy
debates"” in chapters were very vague and at MIT, at
least, the evidence of people opposed both to PL and
the national leadership seemed to indicate that there
was no basis whatsoever to the charge.

On the other hand, many speakers, including Heather
Booth who helped motivate the motion for the executive
committee majority, seemed to stress political differ—
ences with PL, and there were many times during the
conference when evidence for the familiar PL charges

It may be tempting to simply dismiss the troubles of
the NUCers who supported the motion to conclude
that their vague and unsubstantiated charges were ut-

_terly groundless, Their difficulties in combatting PL

did lead to some out ly elitist st on the
part of the national leadership. And the idea that PL
had been systematically and deliberately attempting
to obstruct NUC seems to have little basis in fact.

Bur there were, no doubt, real problems with PL,
even if expulsion was not the answer. We have not
yet resolved the question of how to carry on debate
with in the movement, and the actions of some disci-
plined caucases with a hard and deliberately simpli~

fied line can cause honest distress in new organizations,

The most outrageous of the elitist statements of the
leadership came from Richie Rothstein, one of the two
national secretaries of NUC, in an evening discussion
of the morning's hatchet job. A great deal of rank and
file discomfort came bubbling up, and the leadership
ook the floor to put it to rest.

Most people seemed to feel uneasy about "the way
not the expulsion itself. Rothstein ex-
plained to them that it was necessary to act quickly,

it was done,

and "anti-working class attitudes”

before PL paralyzed the organization. After all, we
had "many unsophisticated and inexperienced chap=
ters” with "naive organizational ideas, " Among these
ideas was the quaint notion that "civil libertarian stan=
dards as set by courts'in a bourgeois state are applica~
ble to private organizations. "

Although there was considerable dissatisfaction ex-
pressed from the floor with what was termed, at one
point, "PL paranoia, " and although there was uneasi-
ness about the doctrine of stepping in to pretect the un-
sophisticated professor or graduate student, most found
on the whole considerable relief in just talking out thefr
doubts. -

Most left the Saturday night session feeling satisfied
with what Rothstein had called the "admittedly heavy~

. handed and authoritarian action - leadership-oriented

action - we had to face." In short, they accepted the
leadership's explanation of thelr haste in bringing the
subject up, precipitated by a split {n the Columbia
chapter, despite the fact that the executive committee
had received a "confidential memo" about it over a
month before. (The memo, incidentally, cautioned
that the matter should not be brought up unless it was
certain to pass, )

The flurry of excitement over PL overshadowed other

* NC actions. The NC Report lists these as "a staff struc~

ture for 1970~ 71 including six full-time regfonal or=
ganizers; rules for the NUC convention In June; an {n=
ternal education program for chapter implementation;
a spring anti-corporate action program; and a program
for the next National Committee meeting emphasizing
women's caucus meetings, a male liberation sessfon
and education discussions on ecology issue actions, "
As usual, the women's caucus was the healthiest pan
of the weekend,

' Fearmongers

In assessing the events of the meeting It Is important
to add that PL played right into the hands of the fear
mongers by going beyond just bringing as many people
to the meeting as they could, which seemed entirely
justified if there was any possibility of expulsion. For
example, there seems to be some evidence that they
did attempt to create a "paper chapter” at Princeton,
Since members could not vote, only speak, the rush
of Plers signing up for new memberships, not as chap-
ter delegates, was hardly significant, but It did help

“to solidify opposition.

It is possible to set up rules for accreditation which
avoid most of r:s‘ptob]em But the NUC leadership
seemed to feelther& could be no democratic way to
deal with attempted packing, and that it might be
forced to "form fts own paper chapters and bring Its
own ghost voters to the convention. " Democratic ways
of dealing with difficulty just don't seem to be on the
menu, and those who ask for it are termed "unrealis-
et

Unrealistic or not, it would seem to be the job of
revolutionary socialists and all others committed to
building NUC to work for more rank and file democracy,
more membership control, and a program which can
both speak to the problems of university people and
orient them toward the ally which has the potentfal
power - the working class, There are many NUCers
with this perspective, and they need all the help they
can get.

Rank and File Democracy

Perhaps, back at the chapter level, the membership
will overcome the tendency of the leadership to elftist
manipulation and unprincipled action, Several chapters
have already refused to implement the national deci- -
sion, It is the ongoing program and discussion of the .
rank and file that will be critical in the months to
come,

Judith Shapiro, elected to the NUC national execu-
tive committee in June, is a mgmbei of Seattle Inter-
national Socialists,
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Support*the
Conspiracy 10

The Gerson and Haberkern articles on the Con=
spiracy trial in the March IS were not really on
the Conspiracy Trial - a more accurate title
would have been "A Polemic Attack on the Am-
erican Left”, The article talked little about the
Conspiracy trial itself and even Iéss about support
for the Conspiracy 10, :

Instead of dealing with the politics of the Con=
spiracy, the articles slur over politics by tying
the Conspiracy to Weatherman tactics, Maoists
talking about white=skin privilege, and Yippies
muttering. "incoherent phrases about destroying a
monster by burning dollar bills and listening to
acid-rock, "

The biggest error was in stating that the.Con=
spiracy calls "for the overthrow of AMERIKA
(indiscriminately lumping together the ruling
class and the oppressed,” and that “In Chicago
.+. a political defense was never waged, " These
charges are absurd,

Right from the start, the Conspiracy made it
clear: they would show that the real conspiracy
was the ruling class. They stressed they would
not try to win by narrow courtroom procedures.
Members of the Conspiracy have spent as much
time as possible making speeches before, during
and after the trial. They may not agree with IS,
but they have said who the enemy is, and that
we must win over masses of Americans to our
side,

But back to the waging of the trial itself. Take
two instances: ’ :

Poet Allen Ginsburg was a defense witness who
described what he did at the convention; the pro~
secutor had him read some of his homosexual
poetry, This is probably considered to be "cultu-
ral" and “freaky" and therefore "non-political™
by Gerson and Haberkern. But when IS branches
pass resolutions supporting Gay Liberation, this
falls within the IS’ narrow definition of politics.

Defense witness Linda Morse explained how
the Democratic Convention had revealed the
nature of the state, An ex-pacifist, she had rak-
en up self-defense,

The contempt sentences were for political
acts, Bobby Seale was sentenced to contempt for
defending himself. Others had charges relating
to showing solidarity with Bobby and with each
other, refusing to respect the decorum of the
court and the judge, trying to explain points to
the jury after being ruled out-of order. There is
a clear pollllca\l po]ntTn'iﬁis: don't let the sys=
tem railroad you to jail without fighting, even
if you have to break their regulations.

Attorney Kunstler got contempt Citations for
many things ~ among them asking (political)
questions of witnesses that already been overruled
by the judge.

This list could go on and on, but IS articles are
already too long and boring as it is. I would mere=
ly add that political differences between us and
the Conspiracy should not be overlooked. But cri-
ticisms should be made in a comradely way, We
should spend more time doing what they're not
doing (such as showing the connections between
the struggles of the Conspiracy and the struggles
of workers) and less time chastizing them for not
doing. it,

The following note was written by Abbié Hoff-
man, Tom Hayden, Rennie Davis and Dave Del-
linger, while they were waiting to be shipped
from the courtroom to jail:

...feedback...

"All goes well,

"They can never hurt us, no matter what they
do, For what they have jailed on this most infa-
mous of Valentine's Days is not men, but an idea.

“The dream of freedom is in prison now, but
there are no prisons in the land strong enough to
hold it ... for its time has come, Seize the time!”

Abbie T. Donovan

Moby Dick

Re Charles Tweed and Marx on women, toge-
ther in a twisted one night stand in L.S., #18,
April 1970, They hit the heart of it, from oppo-
site directions,

TO MOBY DICK FROM THE OCEAN

We once gave life to each other-=

How did we get so turned around, you an. 17
You, who's natyre was to plunge, deep-sea
dive in salty water; me, who's nature was
to sustain weird sea creatures, crash, foam,
splash, and to m[ge and storm,

Now you are me and I am you, but opposed.

Even worse, the motherfuckers have turned
oceans into freeways, whales into cars, and
1 only am escaped to'tell thee Ishmael
from sailor into prisoner.

Fuck it. Let's get back to natute or do it in
the road,

Carmen Morgan

Letters
from Abroad

England -

I enclose my subscription for 10 issues of 1. S.
*Congratulations on the standard of your publicatior,
which was matched by Kim Moody's article on the
American Workingclass in our 1.S. 40. Your L.S.
seems to have a vitality in most of its content that
is, perhaps, sometimes lacking in some of our ma-
terial,

I was particularly struck by the description of the
split in SDS which, it seemed to me, combined
a racy and almost breathtaking commentary with
analyses of great depth and perception. The latter
brought home the seriousness of events which, from
this distance at least, seem lurid and almost unreal.

But I fear that the rise of the new stalinism in the
Unite\a States will probably have its British equiva-
lent, though no doubt it will be a very different
form. Your description of the organisation common
to RYM and PL reminded me of the rigidly centrist
Socialist Labour League with its high turnover of
mcrﬁbership and fatal tendency to accuse all oth-
er groupings of counter-revolutionary leanings.

The internal ructions within the Communist Par-
ty of Great Britain will certainly not have ended
with the last congress. It would not be surprising
to see the emergence of a super-stalinist wing in
the Party over the next year or so, The idea of a

“stalinist group without a country” might well
prove curiously attractive.

But the trouble with idle speculation is its inher=

ent bias towards total idleness. The Americafi ex-
perience is vastly different from the British, The
tasks that face you must be, by all accounts, a
thousand times more difficult than those which
face us. - N

I think that 1., here is successfully emerging
from a period characterized by a certain introver-
sion on account of the massive influx of members
after May '68, and the internal debate on demo-
cratic centralism. One of the features of this emer-
gence is the renewed emphasis on serious and sys-
tematic industrial activity. Another may increas=
ingly become a growing interest in the history and
activities of revolutionary socialists in other coun-
tries, You'll forgive me if Isay that although the
copies of I8, that I've seen are very informative
in their way, they don't tell us much about LS.
itself,

With the very best fraternal greetings,

Peter Glatter

Richmond LS.

(Great Britain)
P.S. = If one of our members hasn't done so al-
ready, I'd like to say that Hal Draper's "Two
Souls of Socialism" is undoubtedly the miniature
classic of post war Marxism, In our branch at any
rate it goes first on the reading list for new ‘mem-
bers. The only criticism I would make would be
that the fact that he doesn't give the historical
reasons for supporting revolution from below might
leave the impression that it is a moral rather than
a scientific preference.

The Moon

The best way to organize kids is through ac-~
tions not leaflets. By actions we mean taking
over a classroom with a racist teacher and ex-
plain in a hard way why imperialism & racism
have to be smashed. You can also march through
your school with an NFL flag chanting and prob-
ably get busted. We believe that white people
have to be polarized. They must know that
there is another side - a white fighting force
supporting 3rd world & black liberation. Many

fights can occur but working class kids will be-
gin to listen to you if they see you are willing

to fight for what you believe in. Even giving

out leaflets can be different. Confront: people
with their racism, push them up against the wall,
they will listen, We use the NLF flak because

we support the struggle of the Vietnamese and
publicly dé so, The people who you do reach

by this method will be fighting street people in-
stead of intellectuals and are valuable to the rev-
olution. -Don't apologize over your ideas, push
them out. You won't immediately organize
thousands but when you know you are right you
won't get discouraged,

A Weatherman

The Feet of the Great Helmsman

WALK LIKE HIM!
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BA:&“I“\II}\:"O(}Q?I :g],;z Harding, 3133 No: Calvert, Baltimore,

WASHINGTON: Contact New York.

PITTSBURGH_: ¢/o Malloy, 124 La Belle St., Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania 15211

PHILADELPHIA: Contact New York.

TOLEDO: ¢ /o Thoinas, 3852 Almeda, Toledo, ©.43612
CHICAGO: 3639 North Wilton*Avenue, Chica i
ICACD:. o n°Avenue, Chicago, 11li

/
DETROIT: P.O, Box 582 A, Dewroit, Michigan, 48232

ANN ARBOR: ¢/o Levine, 1332 Forest Court, Ann
Arbor, Michigan 48104

MADISON: P.O. Box 1805, Madison, Wisconsin §3701

WEST VIRGINIA: c/o Bills, 36 Campus Dr., Morgan-
town, West Virginia 265

OHIO: ¢/o Shank,2091/2
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linton no. 2«Defiance, Ohio

BERKELEY: Box 910, Berkeley, California 94701. Tel.
415-548-1347.

BAY AREA: Box 910, Berkeley, California 94701, Tel.
415-848-2229.

SAN FRANCISCO: ¢/o Shular, 1474 12th Ave., San
Francisco 94122 2
HAYWARD: 375 West A St., Hayward, California 91241
DAVIS: c/o Butz, 12] Solano Park, Davis, California

. 95616 Sacramento ‘area; contact Davis ~

LONG BEACH: ¢/o Crockett, 1448 Gaviota Avenue
Long Beach, Calif. 90813

LOS ANGELES: P.O. Box 125, 308 Westwood Plaza,
Los Angeles, ‘.ialii.. 00024 E

RIVERSIDE: c/o Ferrin, 6096 Riverside Ave., River-
side, Californin 92506
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SEATTLE: c/o Shapiro, 4333 8th Ave. NE, Seattle,
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For information on other areas, write: 1S, Room 1005,
874 Broadway, New York, N.Y. 10003,

FRED
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Revolutionary Buitons

Karl Marx, Fred Engels, V,I' Lenin, Leon Trot-

sky, Rosa Luxemburg, Karl Liebknecht, Wil
am Morris, Eugene Debs, Big Bill Haywood,
Joe Hill, Nat Turner, Harriet Tubman, Fred-
erick Douglass, Malcolm X, John Brown, Emil-
lano Zapata, James Connolly, Jean-Paul Marat,,
Sam Adams, Tom Paine.

25¢ each in day-glo colors, white or gold. Bulk
orders: 10 for $2,00, 100 for $15. 00.
Order from: International Socialists
Box 910, Berkeley, California 94701,

PO,

interested?

IS Book Service, 874 Broadway, Room
1005, New York, N.Y. 10003. Phone: (212)

254-7960.

book
list

K. Moody-—-25¢

munity-35¢

The American Working Class in Transition,

A New Era of Labor Revolt, S.'Weir——25¢
Crisis in the Schools: Teachers and the Com-

Two Souls of Socialism, H. Draper—25¢
The Dirt on California, H. & A. Draper—35¢

O 1 would like more information
about International Socialism
and the IS.

IS, 874 Broadway, Room 1005,
New York, N.Y. 10003. %

program in brief

We stand for socialism: collective ownership and
democratic control of the economy through work-
ers’ organizations, established by a revolution from
below and aimed toward building a classless society.
We stand for an internationalist policy, completely
opposed to all forms of class exploitation and in
solidarity with the struggles of all oppressed peoples.

We believe in socialism from below, not dispen-
sation from above. Our orientation has nothing in
common with the various attempts to permeate or
reform the ruling classes of the world, or with the
idea that socialism will be brought to the masses by
an elite. Socialism can only be won and built by the
working class and all other oppressed people, in
revolutionary struggle. (

We oppose capitalism as a system of class exploi-
tation and as a source of racial and imperialist
oppression. In the interests of private profit and
corporate power, it presents itself in the United
States as a liberal/conservative ‘“‘welfare state,”
based on a permanent war economy. It promotes
unemployment, poverty, and racism; it violently
suppresses militant opposition. As an international
system of imperialism, U.S. capitalism struggles to
contain and absorb the .colonial revolution, and
continually deepens the underdevelopment of satel-
lite economies. =

e

I.S. is—an_activist organization which seeks to
build a mass revolutionary movement in the United
States, to train revolutionary socialists, and to
develop socialist theory to advance that movement.
We see ourselves, not as the gevolutionary leader-
ship, but as part of the process of developing ii; we
work toward the building of an American revolu-
tionary socialist party—a party, based on the work-
ing class, which can provide the leadership necessary
for the revolutionary seizure of state power by the
working class.

We regard the working class, female and male,
black and white, blue collar and white collar, as
potentially the leading revolutionary force in soci-
ety. We see great promise in the new militancy of
the labor movement, including the emergence of
black workers’ organizations.

We support uncompromising struggles by rank
and file forces against racism and bureaucratism in
the labor movement, and against the subordination
of the workers' interests to the demands of the
state. In places of work, we fight to build workers
political consciousness, and to link their movement
with the struggles of oppressed peoples in this soci-
ety and internationally. We regard the development
of a new radical party based on rank and file
workers’ organizations as a giant step in the political
independence of the working class and in the co-
ordination of all insurgent forces. "

Workers, organized as a class, can stop bourgeois
society dead in its tracks. More importartly, they
can organize society on a new basis, that of revolu-

tionary socialism. In the course of doing so, they
will create new instruments of democratic power,
just as the workers of Paris created the Commune in
1871, the workers of Russia the Soviets in 1905 and
1917, and the workers of Hungary the Workers’
Councils in 1956. Our conception of socialism is
bound up- with sueh organizations, which embody
workers' control of industry and the state.

We stand together with the struggles of black -
people and other oppressed minorities Far liberation.
We support armed self-defense, independent self-
organization of the ghetto, and the right of self-
determination for the black community. We look
to a future coalition of black and white workers;
however, blacks cannot allow their struggle today
to be subordinated to the present.level of conscious-
ness of white workers.

We work to build the movement for women’s
liberation, both in society at large and within the
radical movement. We support the formation of =’
independent women’s organizations, in which wom-
en will work out the organizational and program-
matic forms of their struggles. Within these organi-
zations, we push for an orientation towards organiz-
ing working class women.

Women'’s oppression is bound up with the exploi-
tation of labor in all class societies; thus the struggle
for women's liberation can only be won as part of a
broader struggle for a socialist society. We do not
counterpose women's participation in their own
liberation movement to their participation in revolu-
tionary socialist organizations. But women’s liber-
ation will not result automatically from ‘socialist
revolution; women must build their struggle now,
and continue it after a revolution, if they are to be
free under socialism. This struggle, like that of other
oppressed peoples, will itself be one of the forces
which will begin to shake the capitalist order.

The struggles of students and young people
against imperialist wars, and against education and
training designed to make them the agents or passive
victims of oppressi likewise are shak society.
We participate in these struggles not only for their
own sake, but also because they will help bring
other sections of the population, including young
workers, into motion.

We are part of the international movement
against imperialist exploitation and aggression. We
support popular revolution against American domi-
nation, and fight for the withdrawal of American
troops from all foreign lands. In Vietnam, we favor
the victory of the NLF over the imperialists—but we
believe that the new regime will establish bureau-
cratic class rule, not a socialist society.

We believe that no existing regime can be called
socialist. On a world scale, the “'socialist’ countries
constitute a system of regimes and movements in
different stages of development, but witii a common
ideology and social origin. In place of capitalism,

this system has achieved, and now aims at, not the
abolition’ of class society, but « new type of class
system.

In some areas (e.g. France and Indonesia), the
official Communist parties—both “‘Soviet” and “Chi-
nese”’—have held back mass energies, in a search for
power through maneuvers at the top. Elsewhere,
these movements have been able to organize im-
mense popular energies in revolutionary opposition
to the capitalist state; but the leadership of these
movements does not organize the working class to
seize power for itself, nor does it intend to establish
a regime in which the masses themselves rule.

The revolutionary struggle expels capitalist im-
perialism and expropriates the native capitalist class,
but the leadership aims at a social system in which
that leadership constitutes a ruling class through its
control of the state which owns the means of pro-
duction, and through the repression of independent
workers' organizations. Thus, where successful,
these movements have placed in power, not the
v\;orking class, but a sclf-perpetuzti{m bureaucratic
class. X

Taking power in backward countries, these re-
gimes have based their attempts to industrialize
(successful or unsuccessful) on the crushing exploi-
tation of workers and peasants. In all such cases,
popular discontent reappears, but the struggle of the
masses cannot be carried forward through the ruling
party, but only in revolutionary opposition to it.
This system is no less class-ridden, and in its fully
developed form (as in the USSR) no less imperialist
than capitalism.

In these countries we support and identify with
the struggles—sometimes organized, more often not

,—of rank and file forces for their socialist birthright.

We believe that socialism cannot be achieved in
these countries without the overthrow of the ruling
groups.

In all countries we advocate revolutionary strug-
gles as sparks for the ‘world revolution—it slone
offers the solution to the problems of poverty and
underdevelopment, which cannot be overcome in
the framework of a single country. But this inter-
nationalist perspective itself depends on the mass
struggles for liberation in individual countries,
whether against capitalist or bureaucratic regimes. .
In the bureaucratic states as under capitalism,
socialism means only a revolution in which the
working class itself overthrows its exploiters and
directly rules the state.

Basing its work on the ongoing worldwide strug-
gles against oppression and the ideas of revolution-
ary Marxism, 1.S. seeks to build a socialist move-
ment which is both revolutionary and democratic,
working class and internationalist: an international
struggle in which the world’s masses can fight for

_power and win a new world of peace, abundance,

and freedom that will be the fogndationstone of
classless communist society.
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"LENIN

Leon Trotsky

Lenin's internationalism needs no recommendation,

It is best characterized by Lenin's irreconcilable break,
in the first days of the world war, with that counter-

feit internationalism which reigned in the Second Intermna-
tional. The official leaders of "Socialism” used the par-
liamentary tribune to reconcile the interests of the fa=
therland with the interests of mankind by way of abstract
arguments in the spirit of the old Cosmopolites. In prac-
tice this led, as we know, to the support of the preda-
tory fatherland by the proletarian forces,

Lenin's internationalism is in no sense a formula for
ve‘rbally reconciling nationalism with internationalism.
It is a formula for international revolulionary action.
The world's territory in the clutches of the so=called
civilized section of mankind is regarded as a unified
arena where a gigantic siruggle occurs, whose compo=
nent elements are constituted by the individual peo-
ples and their respective classes. No single major issue
can be kept restricted within a national framework.
Visible and invisible threads connect such an issue with
dozens of events in all corners of the world. In the eval-
uation of international factors and forces, Lenin is freer
than anyone else from national prejudices.

Marx concluded that the philosophers had sufficiently
interpreted the world and that the real task was to change
it. But he, the pioneering genius, did not live to see
it done, The transformation of the old world is now in
full swing and Lenin is the foremost worker on this job.
His internationalism is a practical appraisal plus a prac=
tical intervention into the march of historical events
on a world scale and with world-wide aims, Russia and
her fat¢ is only a single element in this titaric histor~
ical struggle upon whose outcome hinges the fate of
mankind. -

Lenin's internationalism needs.no recommendation.
But at the same time Lenin himself is profoundly na=
tional. His roots gre deep in modern Russian history,
he draws it up into himself, gives it its highest expres=
sioh, and precisely in this way attains the highest lev=
els of international action and world influence,

At first glance the characterization of Lenin as a
“national” figure may seem surprising, but, in essence,
this follows as a matter of course. To be able to lead
such a revolution, without parallel in the history of
peoples, as Russia is now living through, it is obvious-
ly necessary to have an indissoluble, organic bond with
the main forces of the people's life, a bond waich
springs from the deepest roots.

Lenin personifies the Russian proletariat, a young
class which politically is scarcely older than Lenin him=
self, but a class which is profoundly national, for re-
capitulated in it is the entiie past development of Rus-
sia, in it lies Russia’s entire future, with it the Russian
nation rises or falls, Freedom from routine and banali-
ty, freedom from imposture and convention, resolute~
ness of thought, audacity’ iﬂig\g!ion - and audacity
which never turns into fpelﬁard iness = this is what char=
acterizes the Russian working class, and with it also
Lenin.

Combined Development

The nature of the Russian proletariat that has made
it today the most important force of the world revolu=
tion, had been prepared before-hand by the entire
course of Russian national history: the barbaric cruelty
of the Czarist autocracy, the insignificance of the
privileged classes, the feverish growth of capitalism
fed by the lees of the world stock-market, the escheat-
ed character of the Russian bourgeoisie, their decadent
ideology, their shoddy politics, Our “Third Estaie”
knew neither a reformation nor a great revolution of
their own and could never have known them. There-
fore the revolutionary tasks of the Russian proletariat
assumed a more all-embracing character. Our past
history knows no Luther, no Thomas Munzer, no Mira-
beau, no Danton, no Robespierre. Exactly for that rea-
son the Russian proletariat has its Lenin. What was lost
in tradition has been won in the sweep of the revolu-
tion,

. Lenin mirrors the working class, not only in its prole-
tarian present, but also in its peasant past, still so re~
cent. This most indisputable leader of the proletasiat,
not only outwardly resembles a peasant, but there is
something inwardly in him strongly smacking of a peas-
ant. Facing the Smolny stands the statue of the other
great figure of the world proletariat: Karl Marx, on a
stone pedestal in a black frock coat. Assuredly, this
is a trifle, but it is impossible even to imaginc Lenin
putting on a black frock coat, Some portraits of Marx
show him wearing a dress shirt against whose broad ex-
panse something resembling a monocle dangles.

That Marx was not inclined to foppery is quite clear
1o all who have an inkling of the spirit of Marx. But
Marx was born and grew up on a different national-cul-
tural soil, lived in a different atmosphere, as did also
the leading personalities of the German working class,
whose roots reach back n()f to a peasant village, but to
the corporation guilds and the complex city culture of
the middle ages.

Marx's very style, rich and beautiful, in which strengt
and flexibility, wrath and irony, severity and refine-

ment are egmbined, also contains the literary and aes=
thetic accumulations of the entire German socio=poli=
tical literature since the days of the reformation and
even before. Lenin's literary and oratorical style is awe=
somely simple, utilitarian, asceric, as is his whole
make-up. But in this mighty asceticism there is not a
trace of a moralistic attitude. There is no principle
here, no elaborated system and, of course, no postur=
ing; it is simply the outward expression of inward con=
servation of strength for action. It is the peasant's prac-

tical proficiency but on-a colossal scale.
Theory and Action

The entire Marx is contained in the Communist Man-
ifesto, in the foreward to his Critique, in Capital. Ev-
en if he had not been the founder of the First Internation=
al, hg would a\l_\gays remain what he is today. Lenin,
on the other hand, is contained entirely in revolution-
ary action, His scientific works are only a preparation
for action. If he never published a single book in the
past, he would forever enter into history just as he en-
ters it now: the leader of the proletarian revolution,
the founder of the Third Intemational.

A clear, scientific system = the materialist dialec-
tic - is necessary for action on such a historical scale

Lenin expounds his theses on April 4, 1917

as devolved upon Lenin - it is necessary but not suffi=
cient, Needed here in addition is that irreygalable cre~
ative power we call intuition: the ability to judge

events correctly on the wing, to separate out the essen-
tial and important from the husks and incidentals, to
mentally fill in the missing parts of the picture, to
draw to conclusion the thoughts of others and above

all those of the enemy, to connect all this into a uni-
fied whole and to deal a blow the moment that the "for-
mula” for this blow comes to mind. This is the intui=
tion for action. In one of its aspects it merges with

what we call shrewdness,

Science and Intuition

When Lenin, screwing up his left eye, listens over
the radio to a parliamentary speech of one of the im-
perialist makers of destiny or goes over the text of the
latest diplomatic note, a mixture of bloodthirsty dupli-
city and polished hypocrisy, he resembles a very wise
mauzhik whom words cannot cajole nor sugary phrases
ensnare, This is the peasant shrewdness elevated to
genius, armed with the last word of scientific thought.

The young Russian proletariat was able to accomplish
what it has only by pulling behind itself, by its roots,
the heavy mass of the peasantry. This was prepared for
by our whole national past. But precisely because the
proletariat has‘come to power through the course of
events, our revolution has been able suddenly and dras-
tically to overcome the national narrowness and prov-
incial benightedness of Russia's past hist ory. Soviet
Russia has become not only the haven for the Commu=
nist International, bur also the living embodiment of
its programme and methods.

By paths, unknown and as yet unexplored by science,
by which the human personality is moulded, Lenin has
assimilated from the national milieu everything he
needed for.the greatest revolutionary action in the his-
tory of humanity. Exaetly because the socialist revolu=
tion, which has long had its international theoretical
expression, found for the first time in Lenin its nation-
al embodiment, Lenin became, in the full and true

sense of the word, the revolutionary leader of the world
proletariat. And-that is how his fiftieth birthday found
him.

Pravda, April 23, 1920
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