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China’s Communes

Another Step Ahead
In the Revolution

By Daniel Roberts

In recent weeks, the big business press has printed

every scrap of information

it could obtain — whether

authenticated or merely rumored — that told of economic

difficulties in mainland. China,
particularly in connection with
the rural people’s communes set
up last year.

It has coupled these reports
with the news that the Chinese
CP has modified the structure
of the communes so as to en-
courage individual peasant initi-
ative.

Then, by omitting reporis of
overall achievements, the press
has sought to suggesi 1o the
American readers that the com-
munes have .failed completely
and that the social system crea-
ted by the Chinese revolution
ten years ago  has proved un-
workable. .

It is indeed possible that
China's agricultural output will
not reach quotas set at the be-
This year’s
output, may even fall below last
year's bumper harvest, which

" . according to the most grudging
‘- estimates in the capitalist press,

was at least 25% greater than
the 1957 wyield. Natural calami-
ties in the form of floods,
drought and locust plagues seem
principally responsible for this
year’s more doubtful prospects.

EASE PRESSURES

“Again, modifications in the
commune system might signify
that the regime, in its drive to
increase agricultural productiv-
ity last year, demanded too
much labor from the peasants
and gave. them too little pay-
ment in return. The new regu-
lations, encouraging the -peas-
ants to cultivate small private

" plots on a part-time basis or

to raise their own livestock,
would thus be designed to ease
the pressures of last year's
forced-march pace . of produc-
tion.

In any case, the changes do
n\oi signify failure of the com-
mune program but the need to
readjust it 1o more realistic
goals and to the peasanis’ tra-
cditional outlook which cannot
be transformed all at once.

There will surely be many
other changes in the future—
new steps forward as well as

4
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readjustments — China

as

difficult economic  problems
confronting the country.

Despite the “alternation of
advances and retreats, changes
in form, successes in' one yeat
followed by admissions by the
Chinese CP that goals in the
following year may not be
reached — despite all this, the
truth is that'the ten-year rec-
ord of the Chinese revolution
shows the Chinese people
emerging from the hopeless
economic backwardness to
which they had been condemn-
ed under Chiang Kai-shek be-
fore the revolution. Industry
has developed. And according
to all objective foreign observ-
ers, agricultural output has ad-
vanced to an astonishing de-
gree.

LAND OF FAMINE

China was a land of unre-
lieved. hunger under Chiang
Kai-shek's regime, and for
many decades before his tyran-
nical rule, One expert -on
China has estimated that dur-
ing the century prior to the
revolution, 100 million Chinese
people died of starvation in
periodi¢ famines.

The country lay defenseless
before the rapacious capitalist
powers—the U.S., Britain and
Japan especially—that plunder-
ed it without thought of bring-
ing anything viable in return.

This is the condition that
U.S. big business policy makers
would restore in China if they
could, And  their reactionary
{aim" dictates -<that: -:the ~kept
press portray the commune
program—and the Chinese rev-
olution as a whole—as. a catas-
trophic “failure.” '

The American working peo-
ple, however, should be guided
in their appraisal of the com-
munes by entirely different
criteria. They should begin with
sympathy for the . progressive
aspirations that led the Chinese
people to make the 1949 revolu-

(Continued on Page 2)

St. Paul Cops Use Dogs
In Assault on Negroes

ST. PAUL, Aug. 16 —

Defending themselves with

stones and bottles, members of the Negro community here
engaged in an hour-long battle with cops and firemen who

used police dogs, fire hoses and
clubs against them. About a
dozen cops were injured and
six persons arrested. A woman
and a policeman were bitten
by the dogs. Police said people
in the crowd shouted” such
things as, “Where do you think
you are, Little Rock?”
According to first accounts
from the area, the fracas
erupted when cops manhandled
Robert Price, a 26-year-old
Negro, on the street. Detectives
Frank Yost and Robert Moore-
head had stopped Price's wife
Yvonne, who is white, and de-
manded to know what she and

". a white woman with her were

doing in a Negro neighborhood.
Price told his wife that she
didn’'t have to answer such
questions.

- The two cops turned on Price
and for ldack of any other
grounds demanded to see his
draft card. They later said he
told them he didn’t have one
and they sought to arrest him
under a federal law requiring
people of his age to carry a
draft card.

Repeating the age-old police
alibi, the two detectives claim-
ed that Price “resisted” arrest
and his wife “interfered” with
their subduing him.

The “interference”
increased. “Another Negro
came up and pushed me,”
Moorehead said, “and started
to interfere. Almost immedi-
ately the area became crowded
with people and a number of
others also began interfering
with us.”

Foity cops and a fire truck
were dispatched to the area.
When they sailed into the
crowd they were greeted with
a barrage of stones and bottles.
One woman who stood up
against a cop’s night stick ‘with
her pursé was bitten on the
hip by one of the police dogs.

quickly

Broad Restrictions
On ‘““Equal Time"’
Adopted by House

AUG. 19 — The House of
| Representatives adopted a bill
yesterday exempting news-
casts, including ' on-the-spot
coverage and news interviews
from the “equalstime” pro-
vision of the Federal Com-
munications ‘Act. The meas-
ure is even more sweeping
than the one adopted by the
Senate July 28.

If both houses approve a
common bill, as appears like-
ly, there will be little left of
the law requiring that broad-
casting facillties made avail-
able to one candidaté must be
made equally available to his
opponents. .

In the Senate bill, panel
discussions were dropped
from the list of exempted pro-
grams at the last minute. The
House made clear that its bill
is inte_nded to exempt such

“news’” programs as ‘“Meet
the Press” and “Face the Na-
tion.”

wrestles with the tremendously,

Others were clubbed and hosed.
Some of the police were kick-
ed, punched and hit by the
flying missiles.
complained that people jeered
and shouted insults at them.

Mrs. Price and three others
were booked - yesterday - on
charges of disorderly conduct.
They pleaded innocent. They
were released in $100 bail. Ro-
land Carroll, charged with
drunkenness paid a $15 fine
and was freed. Price was
charged with failure to have a
draft card and will be arraign-
ed tomorrow.

The cops also:

National AFL-CIO Ra
To Back Up Steel Strlke

Score Police
On Beatings
In East Bronx

By Harry Ring

NEW YORK, Aug. 17—Police
Commissioner Kennedy has re-
sponded to an East Bronx dem-
onstration against police ' bru-
tality by assigning more cops to
the area. Meanwhile, a charge
of additional brutality has been
made by one of the men in-
volved in the Aug. 9 incident
when a crowd of 300 converged
to stop two cops from beating
a prisoner on the sireet.

Two near-riots in the poverty-
stricken, Negro - Puerto Rican
community came when Detec-
tives Martino and O’Connor- ar-
rested restaurant proprietor
Tyson King for alleged posses-
sion of illegal alcohol. Along
with King and his employee,
Miss Lucy Quick, they also ar-
rested a customer, Robert Ed-
wards. The crowd wmoved in
and roughed up the cops when
they dragged Edwards to the
stireet and ‘began beating him
with a gun.

The cops claimed that the
three prisoners had resisted
arrest and, along with a fourth
person arlebted on the street,
had incited the crowd to riot.

After taking the testimony’
of numerous eye witnesses, the

Bronx NAACP charged that|

the gun- and club-swinging

cops were respansible for ‘the/

incident. The NAACP request-
ed Kennedy to meet with a
delegation on the problem.

It was in answer to this ac-
cusation that Kennedy made
public the assignment of more
cops to the area. He declated
that the police were not “going
to be pushed ol’f the street by
mob violence.”

In reply to the request that
he meet with an NAACP com-
mittee, Kennedy sent a tele-
gram to Branch President Fred-
erick D. Jones arroganily in-
forming him to appear at Po-
lice Headquarters the next day
to submit his evidence against

{ the cops.

Jones pubhcly rejected the
“invitation” and ‘'demanded a
meeting with Mayor Wagner.
As of this writing, the Demo-
cratic mayor has not answered
the request.

While Kennedy was loudly
asserting that if police brutality
had occurred he wanted to know

| about it, the Aug. 15 Amsterdam

News was on the street with a
front-page account of how King
and Edwards were savagely
beaten at the station house
where they were taken after the
original clubbing of Edwards.

“I sat in the station house for
about a half hour when a cop
‘ordered me in a back room,”
King told the Amsterdam News.
'"They then took turns beating
me in the ribs, on my back, legs.
arrhs and face.”

After describing how Edwards
had. been manhandled at the
time of the arrest, King said,
“They got him again in the sta-
tion house.” He pointed to the
fact that Edwards had two teeth
in his pocket that the cops
knocked out.

“When they finished beatlng

(O’'Connor) asked, ‘Do you have
enough now, or do you want
some more?’” King said he
merely turned his head.

STREET RALLY

At an Aug. 14 street rally near
the scene of the original flareup,
Bronx NAACP officials declared
that the organization was de-
termined to win “first-class
citizenship for Negroes in.the
Bronx.” Unity of the Negro and
Puerto Rican people of the area
wase urged in the.fight against
discrimination and police bru-
tality. .

The crowd cheered loudest
when NAACP spokesman Oliver
Martin declared:

“We want police to ireat us
with the same respect and con-
sideration which they give to

people down on Park Avenue.”

‘'me,” King added, “the big cop |.

national and local level,

“Integration’ at Little Rock

S

Jefferson Thomas stands alone waiting iransportation to his home after hmshmg a morning
session at Central High Aug. 17. White students jeered at Thomas while he stood on the corner.
Since then, many students have indicated friendliness. Thomas reports. But the diehard racists
don’t want to accept even this token iniegration. See editorial page 3.

San Francisco Teamsters Win
First Round in Wildcat Revolt

By Roy Gale

SAN FRANCISCO, Aug. 15 —
For the third time the rank and
file of Teamsters Local 85 have
rejected a contract negotiated by
their leaders here. They went on
to spell out just what they want,
a one-year contract. instead of
the three-year contract advo-
cated by the officials. and addi-
tional benefits,

Most of the rank and file think
the one-year contract is wvital
because of mechanization and
automation. “What good is a
three-year contract to us if our
jobs are gone?” is an oft-repeat-
ed question among' the strikers.
A one-year contract fits the
union’s needs better.

So far the strike, now in its
tenth day, has been a battle for
position. The rank-and-file strike
committee wanted to stop all
trucks. The officials wanted a
loose strike, or better yet, no
strike at all. The employers and
the courts were, of course, hos-
tile to the strike on general
principles.

In spite of being boxed in, the
committee was able to put up a
very good show in the first days.
Nearly all truck traffic
stopped.

Every irick in the book was
thrown at the rank-and-file lead-
ership — court injunctions, “es-
sential foods and medicines,”
phony strike clearances, cargo

was,

oiher that that on the bill of
lading and many others. But
the ranks were able to see
through most of these.

However the combined pres-
sure of undercover sabotage
from their officials plus the open
hostility of the police and courts
began to tell. By the end of the
first week it appeared that many
would accept the employers’ last
offer.

On Friday the bosses jointly
placed a full-page advertisement
in all the  newspapers under a
sereaming headline: “Who De-
cides The Teamsters Next Pay-
day? MAJORITY RULE? or
MOB RULE?"

The ad claimed that “A group
of rioters turned the meeting
ito fear and frenzy — demand-
ing that the proposal be rejected
not by secret ballot . . . but by
voice vote.”

This set the stage for today’s
meeting, But the employers’ of-
fer was rejected again — for
the third time. In a calm debate,
the rank-and-file strike leaders’
arguments ‘for a one-year con-
tract won. The strike committee
was instructed to seek the fol-
lowing demands:

® A $250 wage  increase;
Wages now range from $19.80 to
$21.80 a day.

® A guarantee of eight hours
work for a helper each day he
is called for work. (Helpers now

have only a two-hour guaran-
tee.)

® A ninth holiday, to be ob-
served on the employee's birth-
day.

® A fourth week of vacation
after eight years. Drivers and
helpers now get three weeks
after three years.

The official leadership of the
union seems to be rolling with
the punch, as the fighters say.
They have decided not to smash
head-on into the opposition of
the rank and file but to follow
the old dictum that if you can't
beat 'em -join ’em. The strike
committee is to be enlarged to
include some of the rank and
file leaders.

These leaders will go into the
strike committee with ideas of
their own on how to win. They
have already gotten across their
point on the one year contract
The next few days will tell
whether they are able to keep a
tight strike or whether the of-
ficial leaders will succeed in si-
lencing the voice of the rank
and - file,

MINE FATALITIES

U.,S. coal mines claimed a
toll of 151 lives in the first
half of 1959, including 18 fa-
talities in June, reports the
Aug. 1 United Mine Workers
Journal.

Y
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line for five weeks against the
assault of the steel barons.
Speaking in behalf of the main
body of organized labor, which
'will be vitally affected by the
outcome of the struggle in steel,
the council said that a “big busi-
ness conspiracy” had forced the
strike, - and labor must close
ranks to meet the attack.

® The federation’s top leader-
ship proclaihed Labor Day,
Sept. 7, as. “Support-the-Steel
Workers Day.”

® Agreement was reached on
organizing a massive nationwide
drive for financial aid to the
strikers. :

® One proposal was that each
of the estimated, 13.5 million
members of the AFL-CIO unions
be asked to donate one penny a
day to back the strike.

In addition to.these measures,
which mark a new departure for
the conservative AFL-CIO top
leadership, the council desig-
nated Sept. 18, the second day of
the AFL-CIO convention in San

every AFL-CIO union_to the

tion to consider ways of helping
the steel union.

SOLIDARITY THEME "

The council urged that every
Labor Day celebration through-
out America be organized on the
“single themeé of arm-in-arm
solidarity with fellow unionists
in steel.”

The officials began considera-
tion of what to do about meeting
the anti-labor offensive last
Monday when it assembled at
Unity House, Pa., following pas-
sage in the House of Represen-
tatives of the “killer” Landrum-
Griffin bill.

The defeat in Congress at the
hands of the Democratic-Repub-
lican coalition, plus the mount-
ing proof that big business con-
siders its attack on the Steel-
‘workers as only the opening gun
in a nationwide war against or-

CIO top bureaucrats to consider
what to do in the way of defen-
sive measures.

Consideration of the plan for
a nationwide fund drive began
the first day. of the sessions. The
press was told that the execu-
tive council had made up its
mind fo see to it that Steelwork-
ers’ families got sufficient in-
come so that the union would
not suffer defeat.

It was reported that Walter
Reuther, president of the United

Francisco, as a national rally. It |
summoned the top officials of

conference during the conven- |

ganized labor, forced the AFL-

Ily

Nationwidﬁﬁve Slated
To Collect Dollars for
Pickets on Battle Front

AUG. 20 — The AFL-CIO executive council today
pledged a nationwide campaign to help the beleaguered
Steelworkers, who have been holding tough ‘on the picket

Two Parties
Are ‘Look-Alikes’
To the Voters

To the vbters, the Repub-
lican and Democratic Parties
are “look-alikes,” says the
Aug. 20 Wall Street Journal.

John F. Bridge writes in
the- Journal that ‘A report-
er, trekking from New York
to California and back again,
is impressed over and over
again with how lightly are
the loyalties of -most voters
tied to the Democratic or
Republican parties.”

“This loss in the magnet-
ism of the party label . . .
suggests that the American
political system may be go-
ing through a period of fer-
ment more profound than is
generally realized,

The blurring of a party’s
identity, says Bridge, mark-
ed ‘the disappearance of
earlier major parties in U.S.
history.

Auto Workers, favored a nation-
al rally at an early date in either
New York or Washington to give
the fund drive a good send off.

Labor Day was the logical
choice since plans were already
well advanced in such key areas
as New York for parades to ex-
press solidarity w1th the Steel-
workers,

The national rally of the 140
AFL-CIO unions
ways of helping the Steelwork-
ers sets a new precedent.

While the invitation has been
cornfined to top officers of the

unions, it establishes the prin-

ciple of calling a national labor
conference when an issue of
such life-and-death importance

as today’s anti-labor offensive

faces the union movement.

As the executive council met
at Unity House, the New York
labor movement was plastering
the city with huge signs calling
on every one to turn out on La-
bor Day. Floats are being put
together, banners painted and
slogans worked out. Some 150,-
000 are expected to march.

New York unionr papers have
been stressing the imiportance of
the demonstration. Making it a
“Support - the - Steelworkers
Day,” with stress on the tra-

dition of militancy and solidari- .

ty, is a fitting way to resume

parades to show the strength of '

the unions on Labor Day.

to consider'

The Steelworkers Can Win Their Sfrlke

By Frank Powers

SEATTLE, Aug. 17 — After
five weeks of strike, the Steel-
workers are united as never
before in their history.

They unanimously back the
resistance of their negotiating
committees to attempts by the
bosses to destroy the contract.

They reject the fraudulent

.claims of the press and the

corporate heads that steel-
worker’s inadequate wages pro-
duce inflation.

The propaganda of the press,
the arrogance of the govern-
ment, and the constant “fath-
erly advice” from company
management,  have only
strengthened the conviction of
steel workers that they are in
a fight for their lives against
the powers that be.

What's more, the Steelwork-
ers have the power to win the
strike.

As steel slockplles d:mml&,h
the economic strength of 500,-
000 steel workers will be fell
by the steel companies, the
steel-using corporations and the
entire economy. .

The AFL-CIO, both on the
has

pledged support to the str ike.

Thus the Steelworkers have
the unity, determination and
power., not only to stop the
company offensive, but io win
improvemenis in the coniract,
a shorter work week with no
decrease in pay, and needed
wage increases.

Why then, is
Steelworkers
the defensive?

Why have the demands of
the rank-and-file Steelworkers
and the Steelworker's Wage
Policy Committee given way
to a struggle to protect the
present, inadequate agreements?

Why has the traditional
struggle against union-busting
legislation and compulsory ar-
bitration given way to an ap-
peal by Steelworker’s president,
David J. McDonald, to chief
union-buster’, Eisenhower, to
intervene in the strike?

The fact is, that though the
steel workers could beat the
corporations with one arm tied
behind their backs, the steel
companies have on their side
the government and all its

the United
of America on

agencies, down to the city cops.|

when they need them.

In Congress, Democrats and
Republicans, by an overwhelm-
ing majority, favor anti-labor
legislation that goes far beyond
the Taft-Hartley Act.

The courts can be counted
upon to serve injunctions
against picketing by the Steel-
workers, or by unions support-

ing the Steelworkers, when-
ever the corporations need
them.

Congressional committees can
be counted wupon to further
scandalize the unions, and pro-
vide governmental sanction to
the hoax that “wage increases
cause inflation.”*

But the immediate, and most
potent, danger that hangs over
the Steelworkers, is the threat
of government intervention
through an 80-day Taft-Hartley

injunction and “fact-finding”
commissions.
Blough, of U.S. Steel, and

the heads of other steel com-
panies, all cry out against gov-
ernmental intervention..

They confidently assert that
they can beat the Steelworkers
without .governmental help.

Behind the bluster of the
corporations lies their certainty

that ihe government will inter-
vene when needed:; send the
Steelworkers back to work un-
der the old agreements; and
allow the corporations to re-
build their stockpiles for a
prolonged war of atirition
against the union.

President Eisenhower, of
course, has repeatedly stated
that he will not intervene in
the strike unless it presents a
“national emergency.”

A “national emergency,” in
case anybody is confused, is
not a condition where steel
corporations are frying to
smash the wuaion, and  drive
dowr the conditions and stand-
ard of living of American
workers.

It is not a united attempt by
big business to make exhorbit-
ant profits off of wunderpaid
workers.

It is not millions unemploy-
ed, and more to be unemployed
by the layoffs resulting from
the company’s use of automatic
equipment.

A "national emergency” will
occur only- when the steel
stockpiles are exhausted and
the strike begins to pinch the

corporations.

It will occur when the mas-
sive power of the Steelworkers
begins to show itself; when
victory is within the grasp -of

the United Steelworkers of
America.
The “national emergency”

will merely be a cover for the.

emergency of the corporations
in their fight against the
workers.

Rank - and - file Steelworkers,
as well as officers. of the union
are aware of this danger to
the strike.

They have behind them the

experience of 1952, when Pres-

ident Truman sent the Steel-
workers on a six-months run-
around with the help of Con-
gress, the federal -courts and
the Taft-Hartley commission.
With the present anti-union
campaign, and the determina-
tion of the corporations to gut
the union, Eisenhower’s inter-
vention can be expected 4o be
more calculated and more - dis-
astrous
Nevertheless, the Steelworkers
are ill prepared to meet’ the
political campaign against
" (Continued on Page 4)

to the Steelworkers. .
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Are the Aged Entitled
To Take Things Easy?

To most American workers.
the specter of retirement looms,
not.&s’ a dreamed-of day when
the burden of earning a living
will end, but as a time of in-

creasing insecurity.
A Social Security pensioner,
utiless’ he’ has bheen lucky

enough to save enough to sup-
prlement his pension (and who
can’ save these days?) has to
live “on the ragged edge of
poverty, with illness a hover-
ing phantom.

A bill before the House Ways
and. -Means committee, intro-
duced by Rep. Forand (D-R.L),
would remove at least a part
of -that worry and fear by pro-
viding old-age pensioners “with
hospital, surgical and nursing
home care. This added assist-
ance would be financed by an
additional one-quarter of one
per cent Social Security tax on
bdth “workers and. employers.

As previously - reported in
the Militant, this bill has the
entire. American medical mon-

opoly, headed by the American
Médicall  Association arrayed
against it.

While the enemies of the
Forand bill (or any other social
security legislation are lantmg
about “socialized medicine,”
“eommunism,” “the danger to
family responsibility,” ete., it
rhight be interesting to take a
lbok at some of the social-se-
curity measures in other coun-
Iti‘ies. .

IN ENGLAND

‘In England where they have
“a form of socialized medicine,
every citizen is entitled to free
medical care. (Financed by a
payloll tax.) This used to in-
clude free glasses and dental
care but since the Tories have
been in power this is no longer
tfue. Ophthalmological care is
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By Marvel Scholl

still free in the many Royal
Eye Hospitals, but the patient
must pay a small fee for the
glasses.

Dentists can now charge f1
for each job—whether it be a
full set of dentures or a single
filling. In addition, the dental
panels are so full that it is
very difficult to: get appoint-
ments except at widely spaced
intervals. As a result, the Eng-
lish, especially workers, still
suffer traditionally bad teeth.

But it is the care given the
aged and the infirm in England
which stands in such starfling
contrast to what is done here—
in a land which boasts that it
has the highest medical “stand-
ards in the world.

_While pensions paid to the
aged In Britain are very small,
they get many extra benefits,
For instance, the first floors in
‘he new Council Flats (Housing
projects operated by jthe city)
are reserved for the aged.
These “maisonettes” are  de-
signed for the convenience of
sld people. 5

Caterers trucks, operated by

‘welfai'e departments, bring hot

meals to the . bedridden. or
housebound. Housekeepers are

‘assigned to keep the flats and

the old people themselves, nédt
and' tidy.

Special recreation programs
are provided, with transporta-
tion to and from cente:s and
parks.

In the Streatham area of
London a special new housing
project for the aged was open-
ad last year. The houses, two
stories high, have ramps in-
stead of stairs, railings strat-
egically placed within the
apartments to help the infirm
get about, rounded corners and
rounded wall edges to prevent
sharp turns, and plenty of
light from at least two sides for
2ach flat.

Medical care is also provided.
As long as an old person wish-
es to remain:in his own apart-

ment, or with his children, he

may do so. But if he is unable
to cope with daily problems by
himself he can go into ‘a nurs-
ing _home or a special hospital

MILK FOR CHILDREN

And at the beginning of life,
equal care is taken. Much
study is going into changing
the traditional British diet —
heavy on starches and fats,
lean on protein.. Small children
are provided with milk free. of
charge (or at costs much low-

Advertisement
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er than vretail prices), while
each school child gets his
quota as part of his school re-
cess.

The regular six-months
check-up /is the norm there,
not, as here, the exception. One
American who had lived in
London for many years told me
of his amazement when, on re-
turning home, he went for, his
routine check-up.

“l had forgotten how much
it costs to be sick—or to stay
well, It cost me $35- just for an
office check-up. -In London i
wouldn’t ‘have cost me a cent!”

In the Scandinavian coun-

tries full ‘socialized - medicine
has been in” effect” for many
years. The Scandinavians have

the highest rate of health in
the world.

And in Switzerland, not only
does socialized medicine pro-
vide' adequate health care, but
when :i person dies the gov-
emment even pays for a rather

elabmate funelal'
SOVIET UNION TOO

The Soviet Union, of course,
has a program of medical care
from the cradle to the grave.
While it is true that peihapc
the quality of medical service,
for the general population, docc
not come up to the standards
of 'American medic¢ine, yet a
recent visitor to the USSR, Dr.
Jean Henley, Assistant Profes-
sorr of Anesthesiology at the
College of Physicians and Sur-
geons said: “There is no‘'ques-
tion in the mind of any Rus-
sian that he can see a doctor.”

She added that this and the
elimination of financial worry
for those who are ill were
among the most impressive as-
pects of the Soviet scene,

Contrast that sithation with
the one facing the average
American family — working-or
middle-class—when serious ill-
ness strikes and you have an
idea of what socialized medi-
cine could mean here.

Take the whole thing a step
further and think what it
means to any family when an
aged mémber becomes chronic-
ally ill. The younger members
of the family must either ac-
cept staggering financial bur-
dens, or hand the aged loved
one over to the ungentle hands
of chailty

There is
sibility that

indeed, little pos-

the Forand bill
will ever be reported out of
committee. It is equally true
that, its political backers in
Congress are using it as pre-
election fodder for their cam-
paigns. But this only under-
lines and emphasizes America’s
need for social security, in-
cluding socialized medicine.
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1in many areas had regularly
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'whlch enslaved women to men
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Mot mu;u,_ai’-md ieams who plant-

By Carl Goodman

In an editorial explaining how
the Landrum-Griffith anti-labor
measure passed the House with
the decisive margin of 178 votes,
the New York Times (Aug. 15)
“The growing
intransigence of powerful em-
ployers in dealing with labor. ..
must have intensified the con-
certed .efforts of the N.A.M. and
the Chamber of mmerce on
behalf of the ... bill. And the
labor 1obbyists . . . were handi-
capped by the widespread re-|
seMmeni ‘againsi _union miscon-
duct . . ."

This explanation contains both
a true statement and a lie.

The lie is that popular anti-
anion sentiment is strong
enough in the country to pres-
sure passage of the I‘eactl()ndlv
hill.

‘58 ELECTION RESULTS

ThlS sentiment was tested by
the labor movement last Novem-
Jser in its campaigns to defeat
‘right - to - work” referendums.
Labor won five out of the six
contests. In the key states of
Ohio and California, the elec-
torate defeated the anti-labor
measures by nearly 2 to 1 votes.
And ‘this came after two years
of anti-union propaganda
spewed forth by the McClellan
committee in its investigations!

Labor’s crusade against "“right-

to-work” laws carried the Demo-
r.'rats mlo office i in several major
States.’ Elsewhére, too, popular
reaction to the anti-union drive
of big business was held re-
sponsible in good measure for
the crushing Republican defeat
at the polls. The Democrats won
the biggest majority in Congress
since 1936. About two-thirds of
the Democrats elected were la-
bor-endorsed.
* Nothing significant has
changed since last November in
the popular attitude towards or-
ganized labor. But what has
been growing steadily, as the
N.Y. Times correcily indicates,
is the “intransigence of power-
ful Employers in dealing with la-
bor.” This is the true reason for
the passage of the Landrum-
Griffin bill.

Big business is hotting up the
class struggle against the work-
ing people. The powerful em-
ployers are the real bosses of
this country and they don't give
a damn about’ election results
when they want something bad-
ly enough. At this time they
badly want to inflict serious de-
feats on organized labor.

Both the Republican and Dem-
ocratic parties are subject to
their unquestioned control. The
machines in turn dictate to the
individual Congressmen. These
may want to keep their “pro-
labor” records clear if they have
been elected with union support.

But this vote-getting considera-

Heads

United Steelworker Presi-

dent David J. McDonald:
“I'm .all threugh with the
Democrats. And I'm all

through with C.O.P.E. From
now ‘on. I'm sticking with
my frien¢ Dick Nixon.”

tion readily gives way when big
business calls for a showdown
with the unions. Labor's
“friends” will then line'up on the
side of the powerful employers..

DEMOCRATS START DRIVE

Virtually from the first day of
thé eighty-sixth Congress,
union-eurbing legislation has
been prominently on the agenda.
The Democrats began the cam-
paign against the unions with
the introduction of the Kennedy-
Ervin bill in the Senate. At that
stage, the AFL-CIO leaders sup-
ported the supposedly mild “la-
bor-reform” measure.

Then in a series of maneuvers.
the Kennedy-Ervin bill was
toughened up considerably and
sailed through the Senatc by a
90 to 1 vote. The AFL-CIO heads
denounced the measure that had
passed and asked for a return
to the “milder” first version.

In the House, the labor chiefs
were told, the *“labor-reform”
bill would be softened again, and
maybe sidetracked altogether.
But then Eisenhower took to the
air in favor of the Landrum-
Griffin amendments containing
even more stringent restrictions
on the rights of labor than the
Senate had passed.

This was the high sign to
every congressman that big bus-
iness was in dead earnest about
passage of anti-labor legislation
at this session of Congress. Re-
publican and Democratic legis.a-
tors took their cue from Eisen-
hower’s speech and shoved the
odious measure through the
House, Most of those who voted
against the Landrum-Griffin bill
favored ihe Senate measure.

Senate and House conferees
will now meet for one week to
iron out differences between the
bills passed by the respective
houses. Nothing good will come
out of it for labor. As AFL-CIO
president Meany declared Aug.
18, labor is now “quite definitely

| the developments.

"Stunned” by

in a bad fix,”
two wversions
measure.

LABCR HEADS '‘STUNNED’

caught between
of an anti-union

What proposals, if any, do the
labor bureaucrats have for get-
ting out of the fix? According to
Roscoe Born's account of the
current AFL-CIO executive
council meeting at Unity House,
Pa. (Aug. 18 Wall Street Jour-
nal) the top*labor leaders were
“stunned” and “confused” by
They also
“believed they were betrayed.”
They called the passage of the
Landrum - Griffin  amendments
the worst legislative defeat since
the Taft-Hartley Act was passed
in 1947,

“I'm all ﬂ';rough with the
Democrats,” said United Steel-
workers president David J. Mc-
Donald. “. . . I'm sticking with
my friend Dick Nixon.”

Al Harnett, number two man
behind James Carey in the In-
ternational Union of Electrical
Workers is said to favor finan-
cial aid for the 17 Republicans
who voted against the Landrum-
Griffin measure., |

Carey’s own reaction is given
by Roscoe Born as follows:
“Passing through Gettysburg
where a ¢rowd around the hotel

AFL-CIO president George

Meany: Labor "is quite de-
.finitely in a bad fix": but
we have not, “reached the
point of a third party.”

seemed to indicate the Chief
Executive was there, Mr. Carey
leaned out of his car window
and yelled: ‘Love that Khrush-
chev — hate thal American la-
bOl‘., ”

AFL-CIO president George
Meany “bridled when asked
whether the outcome of the
House vdte would upset ‘rela-

tions’ between the federation

etrayal”

and the Democratic Party,” says
A. H. Raskin in the Aug. 19 New
York Times.

NOW IS NOT THE TIME

Meany said he had “no rela-
tions"” with either party (a state-
ment that was less than candid)
and wanted none. “Asked whe-
ther the federation might form
an independent labor party to
demonsirate its lack of confi-
dence in either of the major par-
ties, he replied that he did not
think 'we have reached the point
of a third party."”

Instead, Meany came up with
a truly original and brilliant pro-
posal. The AFL-CIO, he said,
would evaluate candidates on
the basis of their individual rec-
ords and programs, without re-
gard for party affiliations.

Finally, James Beirne, presi-
dent of the Communications
Workers declared: “They’ll talk
a lot about leaving the Demo-
crats, but they won't.”

Back Nixon; curse Eisenhow-
er; vote for the man, not the
party; stick with the Democrats
— the top labor officials have all
the answers: all the answers,
that is, except how to roll back
the employers’ offensive. That
task requires the building of a
labor party.

Gastro Denounces U.S. Role
In Counter-Revolutionary Plot

By Lillian Kiezel

Generalissimo Rafael Trujil-
lo, U.S. puppet dictator of the
Dominican Republic, was trick-
zd into exposing himself in the
role of aggressor in the Carib-
bean last week when he at-
tempted to intervene in the
first serious counter-revolution-
ary conspiracy faced by the
Castro regime,

The trap was baited by Cas-
tro aides, Major William Mor-
gan and Major Louis Orlando

Gutierrez Menoyo, who suc-
ceeded in gaining the confi-
dence of the counter-revolu-

tionaries. Trujillo sent a plane-
load of arims and men to help
their cavse. When ths plane
arrived on Aug. 13 the trap
was spiung and the plot that
had been smoldering for
months was thwarted.

Business groups, landowners
and supporteps of Batista initi-
ated the conspiracy. It picked
up steam. afier the Castro gov-
ernment passed the Agrarian
Reform Law last May. Threat-
ened Iinvasions, economic re-
prisals and attempts on the
lives of Casti'o and his brother
Raul followed.

Here is what on2 of the
broadcasts beamed io Cubans

from the Dominican Republic
sounded like: “This is a war
without quarter. Fire! Fire at
the demoniacal Casiro and his
assassin brother Raul.”

Daniel James, N.Y. Post cor-
respondent, reports this was
“the most hysterical and blood-
thirsty I have heard in a week
of listening tp every word sent
out of Trujillo's radio.”

Meanwhile Major Morgan, an
American who fought on the
side of the July 26 movement
since 1957, convinced the
counter-revolutlionaries that he
was just an adventurer who
“would do anything for money.”

The plotters were deciding
how they were going to set up
their n=w gavernment. Arturo
Hernandez Tellaheche, a for-
mer senator during the regime
of Carlos Prio Socarras (ousted
by Batista in 1952) was to be
the new president. Armando
Cainas Milanes, former head of
the National Cattlemen’s Asso-
ciation, would have been Vice-
President. The leader of the
group was Eleuterio Pedraza,
who had been an-army general
and police chiefyunder Batista.

The arrest of these conspir-
ators Aug. 9 touched off a gen-
eral roundup of all those sus-
pected of participating. After

Trujillo’'s plans were exposed
on Aug. 13 an estimated 4,500
people were jailed in Cuba.

When things “had calmed
down Castro took to TV for
five houis to tell the Cuban
people what had happened. He
accused the United States of
having received as exiles the
war criminals of the regime.-
Furthermore Castro declared
that the U.S. had permitted
them to organize a counter-
revolution against Cuba and
even had turned its back while
they delivered arms to Major
Mozi'gan.

While Castro denounced Tru-

jillo as the “financial boss of
all those who are plotting
against us” it is well known

that Trujillo receives arms and
money from the U.S.

The trials of some of the
prisoners have begun. Some
were released after it. was es-
tablished that they were not
involved in the plot.

The Cuban people rallied be-
hind Castro. “Premier Fidel
Castro,” reports R. Hart Phil-
lips, “already a hercic figure
here, was the object of adula-
tion throughout Cuba . : . The
Cuban people applauded the
way the conspiracy was ex-
posed.”

(Continued from Page 1)

tion. They should.also familiar-
ize themselves with the excru-
ciatingly  difficult - economic
conditions that affect the reali-
zation of these aspirations. The
ten-year record of the Chinese
revolution will then stand forth
in a far more favorable light.
*® * '

When the Chinese people
overthrew the rule of the land-
loirds, usurers, native despots
and foreign imperialists, they
aspired to ftransform their
country into a modern nation.
They aimed to build a society
that would conquer famine,
pebtilence and illiteracy, that
would industrialize, and that
would end the old exploitive
social relationships forever.

Since __the victory of the
h’:’l&e ‘been” :Eur‘ﬂierea in' ase-
rofourid ~political “and
social t transformations.

hma has at lasL been uni-
‘fie under a SJiigle government
and fieed of domination from
imperialist control.

The  means " of production
have = been nationalized and
converted to a planned eco-

nomy. " China has™ kicked over|

the uckety framéwork of cap-

italism gnd*lagd ‘the foundatjons :
‘amounts it must seek to obtain
| machinery

for th‘f—;" con‘s‘t Ug,;ion of LA so-

In agriculture, “land teform
‘at the time of the revolution
ended the power of thé land-
lords and the money lenders
(often fhe*same persons) who

appropriated- 0% and _more of
the agr icultural yield.
The ‘old Dartriarchal relations

were aiso abohshed and re-

placed” W1th equallty of status_

between the scxes
COLLECTIVIZATION

Following® Tand "division, co-
0pc1at'ive labm——with its  at-
tendant increéase in pioduciw-

ture tg stirmount . the parcelli-
zation “of e land,
At first; tRis took the Form

oo WL W oty vl dbeod

China's Communes —

ed, tended and harvested the
various individual private plots
in common. *

Next collectivization was un-
dertaken. This measure pooled
individual land - holdings to
form cooperative farms.

Finally, last year, the coop-
eratives were merged into the
bigger collective units the
rural people’s communes. In all
some 700,000 cooperative farms
were combined into about 26,-
000 communes,

All these social measures in
industry and agriculture have
furthered economic growth.
They proved to be the indis-
pensable conditions for rapid
strides forward in industrial
and agricultural production.
They have served and are serv-
ing to realize the 1949 Revolu-
tion’s objectives.

The -rural peoples communes'

are no exception. On the con-
trary. Their formation is high-
ly progresswe. They are, hed

‘to he Chinese governm@ni s
most' ‘ambitious program 1o
date for raising agricultural

productivity. This program in
turn holds the key to furiher
progress in industrialization. .
For there is no escaping the
fact that unless China receives
long-term = credits in sizable

and needed raw
materials by exporting agricul-
tural products.

Furthermore, growth of
modern industry means growth
of the cities that must be fed
by the countryside, and it
means a growing demand for
agriculfural raw materials (as
distinguished from foedstuffs)

-which the peasantry must also

pmwde N

"The problems that China
must overcome in pursuit of its
objectives are staggering. In-
deed, China cannot solve them
pmeh through her own re-
sources. But by heroic efforts
China can strengthen her abil-
ity to hold out against imperi-
alism—and that means to reg-
ister definite progress in indus-
‘try and agriculture—until such
| time as new socialist victories

g \ )

in the rest of the world can
bring decisive aid.
China has a population of

650 million people which it
must feed through iis , own
agricultural efforts. It has no

food credits abroad. Depite the
$9 billion worth of surplus food
in U.S. granaries, big-business
policy makers have continually
denied China any such credits.

The total cultivated land

area currenily at China’s dis-

posal is smaller than the total

amount of land devoted to
crops in the United $tates.
(Cultivated land in China

amounts to about 300 million
acres compared to 400 million
acres in the U.S.) Unlike the
United States, China has
most no cattle-meat industry
and no dairy indusiry. Grains
supply the bulk of the Chinese
diet. Thina has very little
modern chemical fertilizer
available although it needs it
desperately. China is a country
perennially subject to floods,
drought ‘and locust plagues.
Before the Revcolution it was
a food importer even though
80% of its population was en-
gaged in agriculture.

The fask that revoluticnary

al-

China has nevertheless set i- |
self is to féed the entire popu- |

lation—which it has virtually

done during the last ten years

—and io sieadily increase the
quantity of agriculiural raw
material (coiton, hemp, etc)
as- well as the overall quantity
of agricultural surpluses avail-
able’ for export.

In China’s favor are several
factors which the Mao regime
has sought, especially during
the last two years, to combine
to maximum effect
the country’s productive
pacities.

NEW PROPERTY FORMS

First, and most important,
are China’s new property rela-
tions., These feature the elim-
ination of the right of private
property in the means of pro-
duction (including the land)
and institution of the planned

ca-

economy. They make possible”

a far greater mobilization of

in r alSll‘lU

le01 and resources than ever
was possible under the old re-
gime or under capitalism.

Second is China’s traditional
agricultural know-how. “Chin-
ese agriculture is primarily dis-
tinguished by its intensity,”
says the Encyclopaedia Britan-
nica (1946 Edition, Vol. 5, p.
544). “This is made possible
only by the unremitting labor
which the struggle for exist-
ence demands and the tradi-
tional. skill born of 40 centuries
of transmitted. experience.” For
4,000 years. Chinese farmers
have produced a yield per acre
surpassed in Great Britain—
the model agricultural country
of the Western world in' the
nineteenth century—only with
the aid of chemical fertilizers.
The U.S. has never attained
average per acre yields as high
as those traditionally reached
in China.

Third are China’s tladitmndl
handicrafts and food-processing
industries associated with ag-
riculture. These too require

A Step Forward

].ibmlnus methods but Jf mul-
tiplied sufficiently they can
provide -an accumulation of

goods capable at least of satis-
fying some of the peasants
most pressing needs. (In the
future, of course, these tradi-
tional industries will give way
to goods produced by modern
industrial methods.)

Fourth is China’s huge sup-
ply of manpower.

Fifth are the revolutionary
aspirations of the Chinese peo-
ple.

To tap these potentials to the
utmost degree was the aim of
the Second Five-Year Plan
launched at the end of 1957.
In this plan, the Chinese Com-
munist Party leaders announced
that the first three years would
be the hardest, ‘Mao Tse-tung
spoke v.pecxﬁcally of a “three-
year hard battle against na-
ture,”

The Chinese communes are
tied integrally to this crucial
“hard battle.”

(First of a series,)
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“"Inconceivable”

Is the evil in this world due to the
influence of Satan? _
In that form the question does not
sound very serious today in the
twentieth century. Let us reformulate it.
Is America’s reactionary role in the
cold war due to the influence of Dulles?

The liberal Nation answers with a
strong affirmative:
Dulles alive, it is inconceivable that the
Eisenhower-Khrushchev exchange visits
could have been arranged.”

The editors of the National Guardian
take a similar position: “Opposed to Sum-
mit meetings and other deterrents to the
Cold War, Dulles destroyed the good ef-
fects of the 1955 Summit meeting, scut-
tled the efforts of the President’s emis-
sary Harold Stassen for disarmament, and
opposed not ¢nly a Khrushchev visit
here, but Vice President Nixon’s visit to
the U.S.S.R.” ;

Economy of thought is evident in
this view; so much, in fact, that room
was not left for an important fact: Dulles
helped mastermind the diplomatic shift.

Eisenhower, an authority on the sub-
ject, indicated this in his press confer-
ence Aug. 12. John Edwards, correspon-
dent of the American Broadcasting Com-
pany, asked the President if the invita-
tion to Khrushchev srgmﬁed “a reversal
of Mr. Dulles’ policy.”

“This is a — far from a reversal,”
responded Eisenhower with his usual
clarity. “Mr. Dulles and I used to dis-

“cuss this thing often with others of the

State Department . . . Now, finally, oh —
I think in the later months of 1958 we
began to feel that the methods that we
were pursuing had to be reinforced by
something a little different . . . Now, he
and I got around to a decision, but later
So we began to work on this thing.

“Integration”

The photograph reproduced on our
front page symbolizes, in our opinion, the
present status of integration of the schools
in the South: a lone Negro student iso-
lated among coldly hostile and at times
jeering whites. Throughout the day the
“integrated’ student must be on the con-
stant alert to provocations that might
lead to blows.

Two years ago nine Negro students
were admitted to the previously all-white
Central High School at Little Rock. This
year the number was cut to two. And
when Elizabeth Eckford was admitted to
college after attending the opening day at
Central High, Jefferson Thomas was the
only one left.

The heroism of this youth has won
world-wide admiration.. But how does it
happen that he is alone?

This is token integration. This is the
kind of integration finally approved by
the Supreme Court and therefore indir-
ectly suggested by this high body as the

sere il ooy

What is behind the shooting in Laos? .

According to the State Department,
the small kingdom is being bullied by
North Viet-Nam and the People’s Repub-
lic of China. These Communist neighbors
are allegedly helping Moscow to put pres-
sure on Eisenhower for concessions.

This “explanation” hinges on the fact -

that the conflict was played up-in the
headlines along with news of the im-
pending Krushchev visit.

+But the dispute began last Sprlng
before agreement was reached to hold
the parleys.

Actually the State Departmeht has
been deep in intrigues in the area for
five years.

At the Geneva Conference , in July
1954, Viet-Nam was divided at- ‘jhe seven-
teenth parallel. French imperialism thus
recognized that the Vietminh-led national-
independence revolution in. Indo-China
could not be crushed. It made a territorial
concession, and agreed to elections for
all of Viet-Nam in 1956.

At Geneva, Laos and Cambodia,
which had been part of France’s Indo-
Chinese colony, were put under French
“protection” as “independent” countries.

. A pledge was made to keep them out of

any military alliance, whether of the
Edst or West.

The U.S. refused to accept the agree-
ment and began intriguing to kill it. The
State Department promoted a coup
against French rule in South Viet-Nam.
Diem, a reactionary Catholic politician,
was installed as a dictator controlled
from Washington.

Diem disregarded the agreement for
elections in 1956. He began shaping his

“Were John Foster-.

Under Dulles?

And I gave the subject to two or three
of my trusted associates in the State De-
partment and said, ‘Now let’s try to total
up the balance.” And so when it came into
the beginning of July, this decision was
made, and I invited him.”

Thus Eisenhower himself fixes the
date of the decision as “the later months
of 1958.” This would seem to confirm the
deduction expressed in the Militant that
the decision was directly influenced by
the Republican defeat in the November
elections, and that the timing of the
“thaw” was designed to give Republican
Party prospects in 1960 a boost and help
Nixon win the presidential nomination.

Holding Dulles solely responsible for

the cold war leaves out of account, some
*figures who deserve at least equal blame,
his predecessors in office: Dean G. Ache-
son, George C. Marshall and James F.
Byrnes, the administrators of Wall Street’s
imperialist foreign policy under Truman.
To overlook -the reactionary -role -of
these Secretaries of State plays the ganie
of the Democratic machine, which badly
needs to0 cover up its warmongering re-
cord if it hopes to compete with the Re-
publicans in 1960 as the party of “peace.”
The truth is that favorable develop-
ments in the international class struggle
forced the American imperialists to make
a tactical shift in diplomacy. But their
foreign policy still remains geared to an
eventual war, a war impelled by the eco-
nomic needs of the capitalist system.

The theory of the class struggle and
the ultimate economic determination of
history, we would suggest, explains the
turns in American foreign policy much
better than the theory that it is divin-
ities from upstairs or down that run the
State Department.

at Little Rock

pattern the South should seek to adopf.

By admitting one student like Jeffer-
son Thomas, the Little Rock authorities
comply with the Supreme Court’s 1954
decision that segregation of the.schools
is unconstitutional. It is a way of meet-
ing the court’s subsequent order to end
segregation.

After the opening day riot instigated
by diehard racists, Little Rock settled
into an uneasy quiet. This has been hailed
as a tribute to an “evolutionary process”
that will eventually bring about integra-
tion. Actually it has not yet been de-
termined that the worst racists will ac-
cept even token integration.

The fragility of the 1954 victory has
been clearly demonstrated. Further set-
backs are in store unless the integration-
ist movement turns to militant methods
of - struggle. The courage of Jefferson
Thomas should 1nsp1re renewed _effort to
put more like him in Central High and |
other schools throughout the South.

army on the South Korean model, con-
verting. the country into an Amerlcan
military base.

Then American 1mper1ahsm moved
from its Viet-Nam base into Laos with
the avowed aim of transforming-the king-
dom into' a “bulwark against Commu- |
-nism.’

As a result says Haynes Mlller a
former U.S. official in Laps, “the.Taotian
Army . ... is the only national defenge
force except our own whose budget is
entirely underwritten by U.S. taxpayers.”

The Laotian people ’ continued--their
struggle for independence until Novem-
ber, . 1957, when "the Pathet Lao mpve-
ment, led by the Communist Party in
the two northern provinces, made a pact
.Wlth the then . Laotian. premier, Prlnr;e
Suvanna Phuma. -This  ended the ‘eivil
war. i 3

Pathet Lao agreed to dlsband its
guerrillas and integrate the two provinces
it controlled into Laos. Suvanna Phuma
agreed to incorporate the two regular
Pathet Lao battalions under their own
officers into the Laotian royal army and
to allow the Cemmunist Party to func-
.tion legally; in fact,.to be represented in
the cabinet.

A pro-U.S. pollur:lan Phom Sanani-

kone, who became premier last August'

reneged on this agreement. _
This touched off the civil war agam
and with it the apprehensions of the
North Viet-Nam and Chinese regimes
about U.S. maneuvering in the area;
The shooting in Laos is thus one of
the end products of State Department
intrigues.

.| anti-bomb movement. The Zei-

-fair’s major attractions is the

"You know the new unh-umon law mukes featherbedding IIIeguI
so we'll have to reconsider your Thursday afternoons off.”

Swiss Gov't Faces Referendum
Barring Use of Nuclear Arms

* ZURICH, July 29 (By Mail)
—Last year the Western press
gave wide publicity 1o the
declaration of the Swiss gov-
ernment in favor of the atomic
armament of the Swiss army.
But there is an almost total
blackout of news among the
same papers about the devel-
opment of a sirong popular
movement here in opposition
te such armament.

This movement presented an
initiative petition to the gov-
ernment last May signed by
75,000 Swiss citizens. It calls
for “the prohibition on the ter-
ritory of the Confederation of
the manufacture, import, trans-
it, deposit and employment of
atomic arms of all kinds . . . "

(The “Right of Initiative”
enables Swiss citizens to pro-
pose changes in the constitu-
tion. If an initiative bears 50,-
000 signatures it must be sub-
mitted to a referendum vote
within three years and if ap-
proved ‘acquires * the force of
law.)

Thanks to this initiative, the
atomic armament plan, so dear
to the general staff and defense
boss Chaudet, has been halted
until the issue is decided by
the referfendum vote of the
electorate. This makes Switzer-
land the first European coun-
try where public opposition to
government moves for nuclear
armament has made itself felt
in such a direct way.

While this important devel-
opment has been given the
“silent treatment” in the press
abroad, the Swiss press has
gone all out in vilifying and
slandering the movement
dgainst atomic armament.

" “The powerful Neue Zuricher
Zeiting vented 'its. spleen al-
most daily against 40-year-old
Heinrich Buchbinder, who,
along with his comrades, play-
ed a prominent role in the

tung pictures  Buchbinder as a
“Trotskyist.”
'I‘he' government lost all

sense of proportion in its
alarm over the extent of the
anti-bomb movement, which
includes prominent socialist
and trade-union members of
parliament. Last year, for ex-
ample, it banned a scheduled
Congress of European Intellect-
uals Against Atomic Arma-
ment under  the chairmanship
of British Lord Bertram Rus-
sel.

Buchbinder was singled out
as the villain at the time. The
official communique banning
the congress denounced this
“Trotskyist-Communist” as one
of its organizers.

With this action the “neutr al”
government did what not even
NATO members have yet dared
—to penalize an international
organization dedicated to the
struggle against nuclear arm-
ament. (Switzerland does not
belong to NATO.)

The defense chief went so
far as to denounce opponents of

nuclear weapons as opponents|g

of Swiss national defense and
the ecapitalist press branded
them enemies of the country
and tools of Moscow.

Despite these attacks ihe
movement is gaining sirength
and momentum and the gov-
ernment is beginning to realize
that it reflects a popular mood,
especially since the possession
of nuclear arms could jeopard-
ize the couniry’s iraditional
neutrality.

The extent of popular feeling
was reflected at the extraor-
dinary congress of the Social
Democratic Party last October

‘which decided to launch an in-

itiative to require the govern-
ment to submit any nuclear
arms decision to a public ref-
erendum.

Since this proposal did' not
go as far as the one submitted
last week, it is not surprising
that it received less signatures.
But the significant fact is that
the Social Democratic Party
felt it necessary to take the
stand that such an issue must

They Like the Exhibit

But Want to

-An Amer
Moscow stands besides a T

Know More

n guide “at the U.S. natlonal ‘exhibit in

hunderbird car. He tells a

reporter .that- for every -question about the car’s horse-

power he gets five about his#
own family budget. .

Other press reports confirm
that this is typical of the Rus-
sian v1s1tors reactions at the
fair. lee the Americans who
jammeéd the Soviet exhibit in
New York, their interest ex-
tends beyond what’s on display.
They want to know how much
the various items ¢ost in tefms
of a day s pay. How many work-
ers can aﬂ"ord to buy them.

The Russ1ans want to know
more about the American stand-
ard of living which their gov-
ernment tells them they will
surpass in a decade. One of the

ready-made mixes. A woman
given a box of cookie mix, re-
ports a New York Times cor-
respondent, came back the next
day in amazement. “It works!”

Like  Amniericans, the Soviet
visitors .are avid souvenir col-
lectors. They have helped them- |
selves to pieces of foam rubber,
to toys and books. But most of
all they want to find out what
Amermans are really like and
what they really think.

In New York, the Soviet guides
were plied with quesilons about
the regxme in Bussm and the ab-

sence of political democracy. In
Moscow, the visitors want fo
know ‘about the cost of living,
unemployment racial discrim-
ination and whether the Ameri-
can people really want peace.

‘The young man displaying the
Thunderbxrd finds himself dis-
cussing . whether a Negro slum-
dweller can-own one. Can.the
guide? How much does he earn?
How much rent does he pay?
What about the cost of educa-
tion?

A young woman displaying
the model supermarket finds
herself discussing not the dis-
play of canned goods but U.S.
bases and the chance of war.

The visitors are impressed by
the exhibit, said one guide, But,
she added, "They also seem gen- |
uinely afraid of what they have

‘heard about unemplc:yment

high medical bllls and rents,

ECONOMY MEASUBE

New York state police are
squawking because Gov. Rocke-
feller has ordered them to
use white stationery with black
ink as an economy measure.
Formerly the cops used purple
ink prlnted on gray to match
their uniforms.

be settled by the people.

This is in direct conirast 1o
what happened a year ago when
35 of the most prominent right-
wing socialists and tirade-
union leaders favored going
ahead with atomic armament
without consulting the people.
The rank and file of their
party has now had the last
word and it is a sharp rebuff
for the leaders. -

The federal government is
now in a quandary, since the
nuclear armament plan has re-
ceived a tremendous setback.
But the battle is only half won,

The ‘second round will be
fought with even greater de-
termination by both the par-
tisans and opponents of nu-
clear armament, The outcome
of the referendum will depend
in great measure on interna-
tional developments — for ex-
ample, the struggle against the
H-bomb in Great Britain.

3

The American
Way of Life

A Reminder to Stock Up on Candles

When the lights went out Aug. 17 in the heart of the
world’s biggest city, the first thought that must have
occurred to some half a million people was, “Didn’t we

bill last

pay our electric
month?”

But it wasn’t the efficiency
of the Consolidated Edison
Corp. in dealing - with delin-
quent accounts that blacked
out five square miles in cen-
tral Manhattan. Seven cables
simply conked out and the
company shut off 13 more with-
out warning because they
thought they might burn out
too. '

Subway trains ground to a
halt and passengers gasped for
air. Traffic lights stopped work-
ing and TV and radio sets were
out. In one hospital a Ceasarean
birth was completed by flash-
light.

Bank managers were panick-

ed. Electrically controlled vault | ner

doors wouldn't lock.

People were stranded in ele-
vators. Some had to climb as
many as 20 flights to their
apartments. Life became weird.
No lights, refrigerators, fans,
air conditioners, TV or radio
commercials.

Electric’ pumps stopped.
Water faucets went dry. Toilets
couldn’t flush. Manhattan’s
cliff-dwellers trudged down to
the street to fill pans and jars
at fire hydrants.

It gave a lot of people a
faint taste of what might hap-
pen if war came. .

Some business men took a
loss as food spoiled in useless
refrigerators. Others enjoyed a
small bonanza. Flashlights sold
out. Penny candles went for a
nickel each.

Upper floor tenants in swank
apartments mobbed downtown
air-conditioned hotels for the
night. But in the tenements it
was hell as electric fans stood
motionless. _

What caused the power fail-
ure? Con Ed first explained
that “excessive” wuse of fans
and air conditioners had over-
loaded the cables. But someone
in the public relations office
suddenly remembered those
cute Con Ed posters—the little
boy looking at an overloaded
electric outlet and asking,
“What's inaddleput wiring?”

Obviously the power irust

couldn’i brand itself guilty of
the crime it has been so exten-
sively educating the public
against. And what about those
ads urging people to buy air
conditioners because’ they can
always rely on Con Ed to
supply the current?

A company spokesman then
said that some of the cables
were “very old” and may have
become corroded. He said the
blackout could happen any
time. That was soon corrected.
The odds against “any time”
are really “infinitesimal.”

But the company really has
a strong sense of public respon-
sibility. It filed a report on the
breakdown with Mayor Wag-
. The contents, however, are
secret. Mayor Wagner can make
the report public if he wants to.
However, he’s on a yachting trip
right now.

Solid editorial points have
been made about the erisis.
The New York Times curtly
pointed out that XKhrushchev
shouldn’t start laughing, it

could happen in Moscow too. <

An irate Times reader, Victor
Strauss, wrote a snappish let-
ter to the editor that this ‘was
beside the point. As a resident
of the affected area, he refused
to buy any.of Con Ed's con=
tradictory explanations for what
happened.

He concluded: “Hundreds of
thousands were exposed to un-
necessary anxieties . . . because
we leave decisions vital for all

‘citizens to people who think

in terms of their business rath-
er than the common good.”
Obviously Mr. Strauss does
not grasp the essentials of the
American Way of Life.
— Herman Chauka

DON'T FADE AWAY

0Old generals don’t die, nor
do they fade away. They land
six-figure jobs with big cor-
porations. Gen. Douglas Mac-
Arthur leads the parade of re-
tired brass and braid into high-
paying corporate jobs. He gets
$68,600 as board chairman’ of
Sperry Rand plus his pay as
a five-star general,

China's Foreign
Aid Estimated
At $647 Million

During China’'s First Five-
Year Plan, which ended in 1957,
the People’s Republic extended
foreign assistance that probably
totaled the equivalent of $647
million, most of it in grants
rather than credits or loans. This
is the estimate given in a report
by the National Planning Asso-
ciation, a private research or-
ganization in this country.

China’s aid went mostly to
other Soviet-bloc countries in-
cluding North Korea, North
Viet-Nam, Outer Mongolia,
Hungary and Albania. The re-
port said, however, that Peking
granted $55 million in aid to
Ceylon, Cambodia, United Arab
Republic and Nepal.

From 1950 to 1957, the report
claims, China received only $430
million worth of aid from the
Soviet Union. These were not
grants but long-term loans.
Indonesian Army
Harasses CP

“The ~ Indonesian army high
command has started to harass
the Communist Party. Early this
month, the army demanded that
the Communist Party indefinite-
ly postpone its sixth mnational
congress scheduled to begin Aug.
22. The demand is said to have
been made by Defense Minister
Lieut. Gen. Nasution, who - is
also Chief of Staff. The army
plays a major role in the new
dictatorial government set up
recently by President Sukarno.

Following a conference Aug.
16 between CP leaders and top

ship announced that it would
postpone the congress for one
month. .

Kassem Pushes
Crackdown on-
Communist Party

Premier Kassem is capitalizing
on the obsequious attitude of
Communist Party leaders to his
regime. He has started crack-
downs on rank-and-file militants
throughout the country.

A UPI report, Aug. 15, tells
of miass arrests in Kirkuk and
elsewhere of “anarchists.” Forty-

army officers, the party leader- |-«

nine “pro-Communists” charged
with murdering a “Nationalist”
in Baghdad are on trial before
one of the country’s two highest
military tribunals. “This marks
the first trial of pro-Communists
in Iraq since the revolution of
July, 1958.”

A special investigation com-
mittee has gone to Mosul to
probe “Communist-directed ven-
detta violence” that followed
the crushing of a reactionary up-
rising there last March, The
Mosul rising was put down

Iragi masses. This helped
strengthen the workers’ and stu-
dents’ militias under the lead-
ership of-the Communist Party.

Tunisia Accuses
French of 2 Raids

.ThezTunisian government
charged that French planes
made two separate bombing at-
tacks on Tunisian soil and flew
a reconnaissance mission over
Tunisian territory on . Aug. 15.
The Tunisians cited no casualty
figures.

On Feb. 8, 1958, 25 French
bombers and fighters raided the
unarmed Tunisian town of Sa-
kiet-Sidi-Youssef near the ~Al-
gerian border, killing more than
80 persons. The Tunisians also
charged that French planes
killed workmen on Tiinisian’; 3011
in raids last February.

Japan's Losses
In World War 1l

“Two million Japanese people
lost their lives in World War II;
according to figures -computed
by the New York World Tele-
gram and Sun. “This up-to-date
summary,” says the newspaper,
assembled . . . from many of-
ficial ‘sources, reveals Japan’s
losses to be so vast as to stagger
the 1mag1nat10n, in manpower
in money and in materials.”

The World-Telegram quotes a
recent report of the Japanese
Ministry of Foreign affairs which

percent of its national wealth
through war damage. The rate
of damage of industrial machin-
ery and tools was 34.2 percent
and in the case of shipping the
rate was actually 80.6 percent.”

1,174,474 killed and 4,616,000
wounded The civilian death toll,

due principally to American

w

through the intervention of the [

revealed - that “Japan lost 25.4/| 7

Military casualties came to|-

Headlines in Other Lands

bombing of cities, is put at 672,
000. Well over one million civil-
ians were wounded “with the
long-range effect of the A-bombs
on Hiroshima and Nagasaki still
undetermined.”

In the six months before Ja-

pan surrendered, 160,000 tons of

bombs, one quarter of the total
tonnage in the Pacific war, were
dropped.on Japanese industrial
centers.

Haitians Query
US. Intervention
While the Haitian government

of Francois Duvalier complained -

to the Inter- American Forelgn
Ministers’ Conference about.in-
vasion of 30 revoluuonarles from
Cuba, other Haitians were ask-
ing why US aireraft and per-
sonnel were mixed up_in:the
matter on Duyvalier’s side.
According. to Daniel James,
writing in the Aug. 17 New York

Post, top U.S. m:htary men fer-

ried Haitian brass in flights-over
the three invyasion sites: Involved
were . Marine .’Colonel " Rabert
Debs Heinl, chief of U.S: Naval
mission and Col. Oscar Johnson,
U.S. air mission chief. _

Aréentine Preside_ni'
To Disfranchise ~ °
Peronists and CP

- Pﬁemdent Frondizi of Argen-
tma. told an-extraordianry mili-
tary-assembly,-Aug.-18, that nei-
ther Com‘tnumst Party nor Per-
onist candadates ‘would ‘be” al-
lowed -~on “the ballot m nexf
year’s congréssional eléctions.”

For the last two months, Fron-
dizi has relied on support from
the military in attempts to curb
the labor movement much “of
which is controlled by the Per-
onists. The CP supported Fron-
‘dizi in the 1958 elléci:.ibn_'s.

Morocco Appeals

To UN Agamst
French Atfomic Test

“Thé"Moroccan government will
protest to the United Nations
against projected French nuclear
explosions in the Sahara desert.

-The French government has
re]ected protests ffomi Moroceo,
Ghana and Guinea — all of

- which border the Sahara desert.

Aol

i

SRR E VA L N

it W30 s A B

el BN G




Letters from Our Readers

Slum Environment
Held Responsible
For N.Y. Cops

Editor:

People are always complain-
ing ‘about the bad behavior of
New York policemen. They say

cops like to beat people up _andl

shoot them just for kicks. It is
also claimed that the reason so
many officers shake people
down and take graft is because
they have no respect for law and
order and our way of life.

~ This is one-sided, unfair and
lacking in social consciousness.
Actually the cops are shook-up
victims of a very bad environ-
ment. Police Commissioner
Stephen Kennedy explained to-
day thdt the station houses
where the cops spend a good
deal of their time are in dis-
graceful condition. He reported
that 80 of them are “slum build-
ings” and that the men can’t
operate efficiently in them.

.. The commissioner also pointed
out that these buildings are fire-
traps. “They are hazardous,” he
said angrily. “If they were pri-
vate buildings they would have

been condemned and torn down

long ago. I am ashamed of
thﬁm-”

And I'm ashamed too. How
can a policeman be expected to
do a proper job working over a
stubborn prisoner if the back
room of the station house is a
shambles and liable to catch fire
any, minute? How can he main-
tain his status in the eyes of the
prisoner if it’s obvious that the
city fathers don’t care enough

Also, it is a well-established
sociological fact that the under-
privileged are always looking
for someone of even lower status
to release their hostilities on. So
a cop walks through Harlem and
sees slum buildings that may
‘'not be worse than the station
house but seem so because they
are much bigger. Maybe he slaps
someone around a little to get
rid of some of the antagonism
that - he should be directing
against the slumlords who run
the station houses.

Commissioner Kennedy wants
about $14 million next year to
start cleaning up this disgraceful
situation. As a taxpayer, 1 say
let’s give it to him.

S. P. K, Jr,
New York

Does Your Child
Ask About War?

Editor:

What do your - readers tell
their children about war? And
what would they think about
the way Doctors Frances Ilg
and Louise Ames of the Ge-
sell Institute, who run a
Scripps-Howard column on
Child Behavior, recommend
that children's questions about
war be answered? ?

Recently the doctors re-
ceived the following letter from
an anxious parent: “My little
girl, almost nine, is beginning
to ask me questions about
war: ‘Will there be fighting in
front of our house? ‘Where
will I and the rest of the
family get guns to fight back?’
etc. What do 1 tell her?”

Here is how the child-psy-

start out with something about
the history of war. Then per-
haps you could explain briefly
something about the United
Nations and other “efforts of
preventing war. Then some-
thing about atomic war and
the' larger and less personal
scope that war is taking — less
hand-to-hand fighting and more
bombs. Whereas, a 9-year old
might worry about hand-to-
hand fighting in the sti'eet out-
side her house, atomic warfare
might seem more remote and
less personally worrisome even
though we know it is far more
dangerous.

“You might emphasize, since
she has an appetite for specific
information, the Civil Defense
aspect of war. Explain that
she as a little girl probably
might not be drafted, but that
she can take part in Civil De-
fense. This might give her
thinking a' more positive turn.

“In telling about war as in
telling about sex or any other
large, pervasive topiec, you
don’t tell it all at once, or once
and for all. Ideally wyour an-
swers are given, appropriate-
ly, at the time questions are

asked, and presumably the
whole picture emerges only
gradually. -

“Thus, if you are a family
which lives ih fear of war, no
matter how reassuring you try
to be verbally, your daughter
will probably get a fearful pic-
ture of the whole thing. If you
are among those who live, if
not happily at least adaptively,
with the notion of possible
atomic warfare, she may be
less anxious.”

about him to provide a decent
hosing room?

chology experts replied:
“We suppose that you might
1] -

B. K.
New York

. The frail-looking old man pushed past
the firemen and dived into the smoke-filled
store. He didn’t stop at the racks of men’s
suites, at the cases of watches and tie clasps
and rings. He made straight for the tiny of-
ficer to the rear. A hero? Almost.

Let’s call him Jones. He makes his living
selling on credit. It's almost no problem at
all to buy a suit worth $25 dfor double the
price at his store, You pay $5 down and $2
a week.

Jones employs “collection agents” who
make regular rounds picking up the $2 a
week for the suit or the watch or the ring.
For évery customer who skips out, plenty
pay to the bitter end. His partner Smith
knows selling, and Jones knows collecting.

Jones views his customers with a clinical
eye. “They can’t buy for cash; they can’t get

Almost a Hero

By Penny Carr

credit at regular stores; and they like to dress

sharp. They don’t want to go to the junk
man, which is all they can afford, so they
come to us. I'm doing them a favor. Sure
they pay more, but look at the risk we take.”

When Jones got the phone call about the
fire late at night, he leaped from his bed and
raced to the store, his stomach churning.
Smith was waiting among the fire hoses and
he grabbed at his partner almost hysterically.
“The records, the records . .. We’ll be ruined.”

“I know,” Jones said as he took in the
flames eating the upper floors.

The last time he risked physical danger
was when he was 26, His wife’s diamond

engagement ring had fallen and he had
jumped down an eight-foot ledge to retrieve
it. Now he was 63. The smoke was thick. The
interior might- collapse. 3

But those records . . . Sam Williams . . .
one watch . . (wholesale $6.89; special
marked-down sale price $48.98) paid
$13.45 Those precious irreplaceable re-
cords. He had no choice.

It must have.been quite a sight, Jones

- grubbing in the smoke-filled office, choking

for air, his well-manicured hands clawing
blindly among the files. He came staggering
into the open with a big armful. But there
was no going back for the bulk. Two firemen
held the struggling old man.

Poised Jones . . . gasping from the smoke,
his face a running mass of téars . . . tears
of genuine grief as he saw the huge red and
yellow tongue of heat lick greedily toward
the back of the store.

When his customers read in the paper
that “thousands’ of dollars worth of  records
had been destroyed,” and that “Mr: Jones
feels that his customers will have the honesty
to continue their payments,” they watched
their mailboxes anxiously. ’

Jones didn’t really believe what he had
said about his customers. And he was right.
Customers who stopped getting notice of the
balance due thought it was enough to just
pay their respects to Jones.

In Friday-night beers throughout the city
they toasted his failure to become a-complete
hero. )

Notes in

the News

DENVER COPS SUSPENDED FOR BRU-
TALITY Departmetal hearings opened
Aug. 4 on the case of two Denver patrolmen
charged with beating a prisoner while hauling
him to jail. The arrested man, Joseph De
Herrera, said that on the' way to the city
jail the two cops stopped the paddy wagon
and proceeded to beat him. A second prisoner
in the wagon confirmed this. The policemen
have been suspended since July 8 when they
filed a report in which they failed to mention
the beating. !

* * *

CHICAGO FORUM DENIED CAMPUS
MEETING HALL Officials of Roosevelt
University have denied the Militant Labor
Forum the right to rent halls generally avail-
able to the public. The claimed reason is that
in renting a hall last spring, the forum group
violated a contract term prohibiting use of
the university’s name in promotional material.

In a letter of protest the Militant Labor -

Forum pointed out that it had merely in-
cluded the name in 'a leaflet to identify the
place of the meeting, as all organiztaions
regularly do, and that the “objectionable”
leaflet had been officially approved for post-
ing on the university bulletin board. ’

* »* *

. ACLU HELPS SEAMAN WIN BACK
PAPERS — Intervention by the American
Civil Liberties Union has compelled the Coast
Guard to issue a duplicate Merchant Mariners
Document to a seaman who had lost his origi-
nal papers. When he applied for a duplicate,
without which he cannot sail, the Coast Guard
told him the papers would not be reissued be-
cause of “your previous record, including con-
victions for acts of moral turpitude.” After
the ACLU pointed out that this constituted
revocation of papers without a hearing, the
Cdast Guard said a duplicate document would
be authorized.

£ %
THREE-YEAR NUCLEAR WAR? — One
of the numerous advantages of a hyrdogen
bomb war, we've been told, is that at least

it will be over in a few days. But the Penta- -

gon believes a nuclear war may go a bit
longer. A while back the government amassed
an $8-billion hoard of strategic metals and
minerals to meet military and civilian needs
for a five-year war. Last year military ex-
. perts decided a nuclear war wouldn’t last more
than three years and decided to get rid of
half the stockpiles. Now a more “accurate”
estimate is being worked on which reportedly

has already pushed the figure back past the
three-year mark. Three or four years in a
fallout survival shelter should make it a real
homey place.

' * * *

COLLECTION AGENCIES PROSPER —
ThHe: number of delinquent credit accounts
turned over to collection agencies by depart-
ment stores and other retailers have increased
sharply in the past several months, according
to a Wall Street Journal survey. “People are
making $4 and spending $5,” explained one
agency spokesman. He noted that delinquents
are no longer confined largely to low-income
groups. More and more deadbeats are being
found in “good residential sections.” On the
other hand, bank-loan delinquencies are de-
clining. Unlike ‘'many retailers, banks don't
extend more “credit than people can afford to
meet, says one banker. “Moreover, people
tend to pay us first,” he added.

) * e *

CALIFORNIA CHURCH LEADERS AS-
SAIL HOUSE COMMITTEE Protestant
Episcopal Church leaders in California have
strongly protested a scheduled wisit of the
House Un-American Activities Committee to
San Francisco. The committee plans anether
“exposure” of “communist infiltration” among
teachers. An Aug. 12 -resolution of the Pro-
testant clergymen and lay leaders said the
committee’s past procedure in such hearings
has “proved so threatening to the private
welfare of countless innocent individuals that
the public conscience is and must thereby be
outraged.”

* * *

FBI GETS FRESH-UP FREDDIE — We
finally have the inside story on what happened
to Fresh-Up Freddie, the ctomic character
seen for a brief time in TV commercials last
spring extolling the virtues of Seven-Up soda.
It seems that Freddie wound up an inferview
with a fictious movie queen, Kim Schultz, by
saying, “Thank you, Kim Schultz. We'll be
seeing you in your latest picture, I Was a
Wonderfully Terrific Teenager for the FBI.”
An FBI agent was dispatched to the J. Walter
Thompson advertising agency to knock Fred-
die off the air for making “disparaging and
derogatory” remarks about the secret federal
police. Later, a Washington FBI &pokesman
said Freddie wasn't derogatory, they .just
didn’t want anyone to think the FBI 'was en-
dorsing Seven-Up. Anyway, Freddie is no
more,
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Negroes Defy
Racist Mobs
In Chicago

By Barnie Strong

CHICAGO, Aug. 17 — Two
Negro families, the Hargraves
and the Greenes, moved into
their new home on a previously
all-white block last week after
a racist mob of 4,000 had staged
a violent demonstration in front
of the building. There has been
no incident since they moved in,
but yesterday in a nearby pre-
dominately white neighborhood,
arsonisits set fire to a home just
occupied by three Negro fami-
lies, the Browns, Conleys and
‘Chalmans, :

According to police reports,
the arsonists poured six gallons
of a paint and gasoline mixture
through a roof trap door in the
Browns’ apartment tossed in a
buring torch and fied.

A similar fire was started by
arsonists on the.porch roof of
the Browns' apartment on the
floor below. Damage of the two
fires was estimated at $500.

Yesterday, in an interview,
Mrs. Barbara Hargrave explain-
ed why she and her husband
Joshua, a mechanic, and their
four children moved into their
new home at 4338 W. Jackson
despite the mob demonstrations.

The Hargraves bought the
three-family building after their
old apartment was slated to be
razed to make way for a housing
project. But long before the evie-
tion notice came, the family had
worked and gone without com-
forts and even necessities to
save the money to realize the
dream they had since they

‘moved here from West Virginia

14 years ago — a decent home
where their children could grow
up properly.

Mrs. Hargrave says they real-
ized they would run into re-
sistance from racists if they
bought a home outside the Ne-
gro ghetto. But they were de-
termined to have a decent home
and-there aren’t many of them
in the Negro district.

Now they are settled in their
new home as is the second fam-
ily, Charles Greene, his wife and

two sons.

For a while it looked as
though they wouldn't make it.
On Aug. 6, shortly after. the
Hargraves paid a $9,000 deposit
on their $29,000 building, word
spread through the neighbor-
hood that Negroes were moving
in- and an ugly crowd of 1,500
gathered in front of the house.
The next night the crowd re-
turned 4,000 strong and began
hurling rocks and bottles at the
house, breaking a number of
windows. .

‘About 175 cops were dis-
patched to the area but it was
after midnight before one of
the toughest police forces in the
country managed to “persuade”
the mob to disperse.

A number of civic- organiza-
tions have strongly protested to
Police Commissioner O’Connor
at the way cops fraternized with
the racists.

While Police Captain Hackett
made speeches over a loudspeak-
er about how the mob should
please go home, a Negro bus
driver who happened to enter
the area was cut with flying
glass as racists stoned the bus.

But despite the absence of ef-
fective police protection, the
Hargraves and Greenes are in
their new home. Mrs. Hargrave
says they won't be leaving; that
they are going to demonstrate
to the white supremacists that
“the days of running and fear
are passed.”

RAIL EMPLOYMENT
Employment on the railroads
has dropped from 1,358,838 in
1946 to 840,575 in 1958. In 1940,
when depression was still felt,

rail jobs totaled 1,026,956.

i Anne and Carll Braden at “sedition” trial.

Braden Takes Case
To Court of Appeals

NEW ORLEANS, Aug.

12 — The U.S. Court of Ap-

peals here has been asked to overturn the conviction of
Carl Braden, Louisville integration advocate, on a charge

of contempt of Congréss. ¢

Braden was sentenced to a
year in prison last February for
refusing to answer certain ques-
tions asked of him by a subcom-
mittee of the House Un-Ameri-
can Activities Committee in At-
lanta, Ga,,
challenged the committee’s right
to ask the questions.

One of the questions that Bra-
den refused to answer concerned
a letter that he and his wife
Anne sent to a number of friends

throughout the U.S. The letter

was in opposition to bills to re-
vive state sedition laws which
were then pending in Congress.

The Bradens’ letter told how a
state sedition law was used to
put them in jail in Kentutky
after they helped a Negro family
to purchase a home in a segre-
gated suburb of Louisville.

The attorneys for Braden in
the appeal of his contempt-of-
Congress conviction said that
the committee’s questions re-
garding this letter “reveal its
firm determination to interfere
with the basic rights of petition,
association and beliefs.”

They declared that the same

in July 1958. He.

T

applies to committee questions
regarding a protest by 200
Southern Negro leaders, who
urged the committee to call off
the Atlanta hearing to which
Braden was called.

Braden ‘is field secretary for
the Southern Confrence Educa-
tional Fund, a Southwide inter-
racial organization working to
end segregation and discrimina-
tion. He is also associate editor
of the SCEF’s newspaper, the
Southern Patriot.

His attorneys are John M. Coe,
Pensacola, Fla., president of the
National Lawyers Guild and
member of the SCEF board of
directors; Leonard B. Boudin,
New York, general counsel for
the Emergeéncy Civil Liberties
Committee; the Rt. Rev. C. Ew-
bank Tucker, Louisville, presid-
ing bishop of the AME Zion
Church; Conrad J. Lynn, New
York, noted civil rights attorney
and a lawyer for the NAACP in
New York, and Victor Rabino-
witz, New York.

Why not pass this copy of the
Militant on to a friend?

Cleveland Steelworkers
Start Applying for Relief

CLEVELAND, Aug. 14—Sixty striking steel workers
had applied ‘for relief here last week. All of the applica-
tions were denied. County welfare director John J.

Schaffer said, “Most of them
were too anxious and still had
a little money left when they
came to us. We are holding
their applications and told
them to come back when they
have used up all their own
resources.”

They will be coming back
soon and more will be joinihg
them if the strike continues.
Final paychecks were issued in
July when 'the strike began
and savings are dwindling.

In nearby Lorain, 150 of the
8,700 -strikers have already ap-
plied for relief. In Youngstown
the figure is past the 1,500

mark with 55,000 on strike.|

Some food vouchers have been
issued there.

.There are 19,000 steel work-
ers on strike here in Cleveland
and another 8,000 allied work-
ers have been laid .off since the
strike began.

Applicants for relief can ex-
pect a rough haul. The number
on relief shot up during the

recession last year and even
though there is still significant
unemployment in the area the
Welfare Department has been
mercilessly reducing the rolls.

All single men have been cut
off regardless of their plight
and already miserably low
family granis have been chop-
ped by 10%.

While the strikers may be
sweating ‘out the shutdown, the
steel barons seem to be 'com-
fortable enough. Figures issued
last week show that in the first
half of this year steel produc-
tion in the Cleveland-Lorain
area hit a record high of 3,-
625,000 tons, an increase of

better than the first half of
1956.

As a result of this peak pro-
duction many of the major
stéel customers in the area re-
port they have sufficient sup-
plies to hold them wuntil close
to the end of the year.

...Steel

(Continued from Page 1)
them.

Confidence still exists that
the government can intervene
in an impartial manner.

Hope is placed in “friends
of labor” in national and state
legislatures, who bet with the
corporations whenever the
chips are down.

Union dfficials seek to im-
press on the ranks that facts,
figures, logic and labor states-
manship, alone, can win the
strike.

That is not enough.

The Steelworkers can win
their demands and stop the
present offensive against or-
ganized labor, only if they are
prepared to use their organized
sirength, not solely against the
corporations but also againsi
their stooges in government.

This is the most difficult, and
most important task that faces
the union today,

Union Can Win

To carry it out, the Steel-
workers will have to mobilize
the full strength -of the union
and organized labor behind a
concrete set of demands. First
among these, the shorter work-
week, and contractual provis-
ions to protect the workers
against the effect of new
equipment on their wages and
working conditions.

Welfare committees  should
be prepared for a prolonged
fight against the corporations.

The pledges of support from
the AFL-CIO and unaffiliated
unions should be made con-
crete through financial aid and
direct stiike support:

Steelworkers must resist with
all their strength any inter-
ference by the federal and
state government in behalf of
the corporations.

They must be determined to
ficht a Taft-Hartley injunction
—the unions would never exist

if the workers in the past had
accepted docilely the anti-labor
legislation of the bosses. -

But more important, to win
the sirike and. carry out their
responsibility to organized and
unorganized workers through-
out the couniry: the Steel-
workers must take steps now
to overcome the ‘political weak-
ness of the labor movement.

To do this they will have to
expose the plans of the cor-
porations and their govern-
mental and legislative stooges,
as well as the so-called “friends
of labor.”

They must take steps to
build a labor party which is
responsible to the 15,000,000
organized workers, their fam-
ilies and allies; and not to the
corporations.

The steel corporations have
hurled thé challenge. The Steel-
workers must pick it up—and
win.,

154% over last year and 10% |

Steel Union Men
Hear McDonald =

At Detroit Rally

By Jim

Avery

DETROIT, Aug. 15—Some 700 of the 16,000 striking
Steelworkers here showed up last night to hear David J.
McDonald, United Steelworkers president, address a mass

rally at Cass High School Audi-#
torium. The low turnout -was
accounted for in part by dismal
reports at meetings of Steel-
workers locals during the week
about the toughness of the steel

magnates in sticking to their|,

eight-point “break the union”
program issued June 10 and the
failure of current negotiations
to produce anything tangible.
In his 15-minute speech, Mec-

Donald ¢pened with the state-|

ment that he could report noth-
ing in the way of progress be-
cause “nothing is being done.”

He placed the blame for this
on Roger Blough, president of
U.S. Steel, and appealed to the
more sensible and sober ele-
ments among the managers and
stockholders of the steel indus-
iry to overrule this 'autocrat and
sit down and bargain collective-
ly'in earnest with the union.

His entire speech was taken
up with this, not one word being
addressed to the assembled
strikers on what the union and
its allies can do to increase the
heat ‘on the steel barons.

He concluded with the ‘assur-
ance that “We will win this
strike and I guarantee you the
best labor coniract in our his-
tory"’t

" Today's papers, however,
headlined a report unofficially
glven out by one of the District
29 lieutenants at the conference
held at McDonald’s suite in the

rally. Accordjng to the press ac-

One Man Voids
Fair Housin

A ng
Bill in St. Paul

ST. PAUL — A lawyer can be
a useful man for politicians
looking for a way to avoid doing
something they don’'t want to.
For several months the City
Council here had an open occu-
pancy ordinance before it that
would have made it illegal to re-
fuse to sell or rent residential
property on the basis of race,
color, creed or national origin.

After several hearings on the
measure and after going through
the motions of considering its
adoption, the Council suddenly
decided 'to refer it to the City
Corporation Counsel for an opin-
ion. On Aug. 4 the corporation
counsel, Louis P. Sheahan, re-
ported back that the proposed
ordinance was unconstitutional.

Mayor Dillon breathed a sigh
of relief and announced that
now it was a state rather than
a municipal problem. ’

The council's decision to go
along with Sheahan’s opinion
was shfzply criticized by the
Urban League, the NAACP, and
others. Timothy J. Howard, of a
local housing group, declared the
law should be adopted and the
courts permitted to decide its
constitutionality. “I don’t think
one man's opinion on such a
vital question should be final”
he said.

Perhaps to take some of the
curse off its killing of the fair
housing bill, the Council on Aug.
5 voted 4 to 3 to permit LeRoy
Coleman, a Negro, to go ahead
with plans for a 16-plot develop-
ment that he proposes to sell on
an interracial basis. The Council
had stalled on issuing necessary
building permits and was con-
sidering taking over part of the
area for a park. 2

Statler-Hilton Hotel after the-

count, McDonald is willing to
settle for a 12-cents package in-
crease, a reduction in the report-
ed original demand for a 15%-
cents package settlement.

-The ambiguous manner in
which this feeler was thrown

out to the steel bosses is an indi- -

cation of the value of the “prom-
issory note” McDonald gave the
members at the rally,

A large turnout had been ex-
pected. Loudspeakers had been
connected outside the building,
althoughl the auditorium seats

3,000. In addition, District Di-

rector Tom Shane had invited
the police force in large num-
bers to maintain order. This was
in line with his policy of “peace-
ful picketing” and a “law-abid-
ing” strike.

The invitation to the police
did not sit well with the men.
Cops are notorious for. helping
scabs through picket lines. The
issue is prominent now because
of the sirikebreaking role of the

-cops at the Cross Co. plant in a

Detroit suburb, a small automa-
tion machine factory which has
begun a “back-to-work” move-
ment in the sirike of Local 155,
UAW, there.

Shane also.invited to the rally
his “good true frie/nd,’-' Detroit
Mayor Louis C. Miriani, who
was loudly booed from one end
of the hall when he rose to
speak. '

After his speech, McDonald
promptly left the hall, and the
local union: officials assembled
with him on the platform made

a hasty exit to join their chief .

in his hotel suite, leaving the
assembléd workers to swelter in
the heat.

These ill-considered actions
did not win any fresh popularity
for the union officialdom, Direc-
tor Shane several times had to
urge the men to remain seated
for the showing of a movie, de-
picting the 1937 Memorial Day
Massacre at Republic Steel, that
followed McDonald’s departure.

Ohio Smith Act
Case Dropped

CLEVELAND, Aug. 20 — Fed-
eral officials here announced
yesterday they were abandoning
plans for retrial of six Ohioans
convicted under the Smith Act
in 1956. The conviction was set
aside last year and a new trial

ordered by a federal district
court. :
Charges were “reluctantly

dropped,” said federal attorney
Russell 'Ake, “because we can’t
meet the requirements set down
by the Supreme Court in the
Yates case.” -

This statement is a clear-cut
admission that the defendants
were convicted solely for advo-
cating dissident ideas and not for
any action they engaged in.

In its June 1957 ruling on the
Smith Act conviction of -Oleta
O’Connor Yates and 14 other
California Communist Party de-
fendants, the Supreme Court
held that proof must be estab-
lished of immediate concrete ac-
tivity to overthrow the govern-
ment. ' \

Those freed yesterday were
Joseph Brandt, former Commu-
nist Party trade union director;
Martin Chancey, former state
organization secretary; Anthony
Krchmarek, former state chair-
man; Frank Hashmall; Mrs. Lu-
cille Bethencourt and George
Watt,

~ Local Directory

\ BOSTON
Boston Laber Forwm, 295 Hunting-
ton Ave., Room 200. :

i CHICAGO

Sogialist Workers Party,
Adams, DE 2-9736.

CLEVELAND

Socialist Workers Party 10609 Su-
perior Ave., Room' 301, SW 1-1B18.
Open Wednesday nights 7 to 9.

The Militant, P.0. Box 1904, Uni-
versity Center Station, Cleveland 6,
Ohio.

777 W.

DETROIT
Eugene V. Debs Hall, 3737 Wood-
ward. TEmple 1-6135. :
LOS ANGELES
Forum Hall and Modern Book Shop,
1702 E. 4th St. AN 9-4953 or WE'5-
9238. ‘
MILWAUKEE
Juneau Ave.
MINNEAPOLIS

150 East

Scr.:ia.list Workers Party, 322 Hen-

nepin Ave., 2nd floor. Open noon to
6 P.M. daily except Sundays.
NEWARK
Newark Labor Forum, Box 361,
Newark, N. J.
NEW YORK CITY
Militant Labor Forum, 116 Univer-
sity Place, AL 5-7852.
OAKLAND - BERKELEY
P.O. Box 341, Berkeley 1, Calif.
PHILADELPHIA
Militant Labor Forum and Socialist
Workers Party, 1303 W. Girard Ave.
Lectures and discussions every Satur-
day, 8 P.M., followed by open house.
Call PO 3-5820.
SAN FRANCISCO
The Militant, 1145 Polk St., Rm. 4.
Sat. 11 AM. to 3 P.M. Phone PR 6-
7286; if no answer, VA 4.2321.
] SEATTLE
1412—18th Avenue, EA 2-5554. Li-
brary, bookstore.
ST. LOUIS
Forli.nformuion phone MO 4-71084,
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