- Class Politics
And the Negro
Movemeni

An Editorial

With the movement of the Negro people for equality
at a peak level, it would be expected that the convention
of the National Association for the Advancement of
Colored People, which concluded in San Francisco July 1,
would have been more than a “business as usual” gather-
ing. Yet that is essentially what the convention was.

The convention reiterated in effect the traditional
policy of relying primarily on court action and lobbying to
cut down Jim Crow. It avoided taking a stand on proposals
to incorporate in the NAACP program the new methods
of struggle represented by the Monigomery, Ala., and
Tallahassee, Fla., bus boycott movements, and referred
the issue to the Board of Directors for “careful considera-
tion.” .

The Montgomery and Tallahassee movements certainly
warrant the most careful study. But what better place
was there for study and deécision than the meeting of the
NAACP’s highest body, its national convention?

Montgomery and Tallahassee are the true symbols of
the new South. The Montgomery Improvement Associa-
tion and the Tallahassee Inter-Civiec Council are mass or-
ganizations of historic significance. Originally formed to
fight for the most elementary demands they have already
gone beyond the limits of the old-line organizations and
committees. In these cities the ranks of the Negro com-
munity are actively involved in struggles that challenge
the basic structure of Jim Crow.

- The MIA is now organized on a permanent basis. It has
maintained its solid boycott for seven months and its
pressure has won significant court victories. It is now
moving to take on Jim Crow in housing and other fields.

The Tallahassee organization, unmoved by a cam-
paign of police intimidation, has in five short weeks
forced suspension of operations by the local bus company.

While both movements have found the boycott a
powerful weapon, they have also come to understand its
limits. They have found themselves in battle not simply
with the bus companies but even more so with the city
and state administrations whose function it is to preserve
Jim Crow. The Negro people of Tallahassee and Mont-
gomery now recognize they must fight fire with fire —
they must challenge the political rule of the white
supremacists.

Both the MIA and the Inter-Civiec Council have or-
ganized energetic campaigns to register the entire Negro
community to vote at the polls. But in doing so they have
run smack into a major problem. Onece registered, who
':n__-_:_\u.l,jd they vote for? Wil

Pointing out that all of the candidates support Jim
Crow, one prominent MIA leader voiced the attitude of the
most militant section of the movement by saying, “I
could not vote for any of these and still live with my
conscience. They all stand for the same thing. So if I
voted, I would be voting for what I am fighting against.”

The problem is not confined to the one-party South,
Nationally, the Demoeratic and Republican parties stand

(Continuted on page 3)

Myra Weiss to Speak
In New York and N. J.

NEW YORK — Election rallies here and in Newark,
N. J., July 20 and 21 with Myra Tanner Weiss, vice-
presidential candidate of the Socialist Workers Party as
the principal speaker, will kick-®—
off - concentrated election cam-
paigning for the SWFP branches
in this area.

The New York and Newark
rallies will wind up Mrs. Weiss’
nationwide speaking tour which
began two months ago. The pro-
gram of the Socialist Workers
Party reached workers and stu-
dents and radio, television, and
newspaper audiences from coast
to coast.

“America’'s Road to Socialism
— Class Struggle or Class Col-
laboration?” will be the subject
at the New York meeting Fri-
day, July 20, 8:30 P.M. at Adel-
phi Hall, 74 Fifth Avenue (near
14th Street). Following ques-
tions and discussion at the rally,
open house will be held at SWP
headquarters, 116 University PL

The New York rally will cover
the 1956 election campaign, its
importance and its lessons for
American workers. be diseussed by Mrs. Weiss at

“I have never seen an election|52 Market Street, second floor,
campaign so devoid of issues,” at 8:30 P.M. Questions, discus-
Mrs. Weiss states, “so incapa-| gion, and a social period will
ble of arousing the interest of|follow the meeting,

American workers. Yet while the| My, Weiss, a young but vet-
Demoerats and Republicans avoid|eran socialist campaigner, spoke
a discussion of civil rights, eivil iy Boston July 6 to an audience
liberties, unemployment and the|consisting in the majority of
war economy, the national press|workers hearing the Trotskyist
is filled with politica] debate — analysis of Stalinism for the
the question of socialism or ca-|first time. There was a lively
pitalism for the future of the discussion at the Boston meet-
world. Never before has the ing and some controversy on
capitalist class and its press felt the question of the Americaniza-
such compulsion to ‘refute’ Marx-| tion of the radical movement
ism.” |ﬂnd the importance of events in

Mrs. Weiss will discuss the the Soviet Union to American
role of the various radical par-|workers.
ties in this election, especially| “When discussing socialism
the Communist Party. She has|with American workers,” Mrs.
talked to rank and file membersIWeiss said, “it is necessary to
of the.CP in all parts of the analyze such questions as the
country, and will report her first-l Khrushchev speech and the Poz-
hand impressions of the current nan uprising. This applies to all
crisis of Stalinism in the U.S. |audiences, including trade union-

In Newark the following night,' ists because these are the thines
July 21, “The Polish Uprising|they question in relation to so-
and the Khrushchev Report” will cialism.”

MYRA' TANNER WEISS
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Stalinist Ad
Their Poz

their hard-won gains. This flact is
confirmed by reports from every
major steel center.

The magazine, Business Week,
wihich really speaks for business,
candidly reports in its July 7
issue, “The industry finmily be-
lieves it has a principle at stake
n forcing the union into recipao-
cal bangaiming, and in teaching it
that once it has forced on man-
agement the expense of closing
the mills it’s in for a tough
fight.

“The uniongives no sign of back-
ing away from such a drawn-out
tesi of strength, As it set up its
picket lines, it reminded dits mem-
bers of the BT7-day steel strike in
1952 and what is vividly
remembered in Pittsburgh — the
156-day Westinghouse stvike this
vear. There were no reports of
rank and file grumbling aboyt
what might lie ahead.”

PROVOKED STRIKE

. It has wot been difficult for
the workens to recogmize that
the corporatiions deliberately pro-
voked the stinike. The provocatipn

I. F. Stone Hails
Kutcher Victory

[From I. F. Stone’s Weekly,
June 25, 1956]

We rise {0 applaud James
Kutcher, the legless war vet-
eran. -and his lawyer, ADA
Chairman Joseph L. Rauh, Jr.,
on the former’s reinstatement
as @ clerk in the Veterans
Administration regional office
in Newark, N. J. Thus vie-
toriously ends an 8-year fight
by Kutcher against his dis-
charge for “disloyalty” be-
cause he is a member of the
Socialisi Workers Party.
And we rejoice in the directed
acquittal of Marian Bachrach,
once our colleague on PM, in
the current New York Smith
Act trial. . . 'The Kutcher
reinstatement was announced
as in compliance with a Court
of Appeals decision of April
30 but that decision, like a
previous one, was .merely
procedural. A new case could
have been instituted against
Kutcher, but somehody in the
government finally had sense
enough to see the cruel folly
of this whole proceeding and
throw in the sponge.

Steel Strikers Ready
For Drawnout Struggle

By Fred Hart |
JULY 12 — The 650,000 members of the Steelworkers
Union, now in the twelfth day of their strike against the
steel trust, are determined to keep the mills shut down as |
long as is necessary to preserve ® e
was carrvied out by the simple |-
device of proposing to handeuff |

the workers to a completely un-
acceptable long - term  contract
precisely at a time when the

economic uncertainty.

The solidarity of the steelwork-,
ers is a high tribute to their
union wconsciousness pnd their
understanding of the bosses’
game, Their own leadership has
offered them mothing positive to
fight for or shown any oapacity
to effectively counter the strategy
of the bosses.

To this day union President
MoDonald has not revealed to the
ranks what demands he has put
before the companies, Through-
owt his tenure of office, Me-
Donald has been so-busy preach-
mg to the workers abput their

bosses that he Has never bheen

| able to develop effective means,

of defending the workérs’ in-
terests apainst the rapaciows
stes] barons.

nightly so, that “the steel in-
dustry forced this shutdown.”
Thiis is the history of MeDonald’s
leadership, Throughout, he has
lacked the puts to take the of-
fensive. Bach time he has per-
witted the hosses to choose the
time aril place of battle — and
the issue,

The steel barons cument “test
of strength” is made, of corrse,
at the expense of the steslwork-
ers and the labor movement gen-
emally. Already over 30 000 miners
‘m the steel-owned “captive pits,”
hawe been laid off, as well as an
arkditional 50,000 in other steel-
depenident indusiries.

WALL STREET CHEERFUL

The bhosses, of course, are free
of hardships. Quite the contwary,
The N. Y. Times reponted yester-
day, “Traders on the N. Y. Stock
Exdhange continued to take a
cheziful view of the steel situa-
tron. The prices of leadng steel
stocks went up again, apparently
in anticipation of higher steel
prices amd increased compamy
Learnings after the strike was
setitled,”

But the steelworkers constitute
a mighty power. Even with the
deck stacked against them they
will give a good aceount of them-
selves. And once they build a new
leadership based on a militant
working class program, they will
quickly wipe the “cheer” from the

hosses faces,

ind stry is entering a period of |

‘“harmony of interest” with ‘the.|

MieDonald now..complains, and [

- Peru. Students Fight Fare Rise

High School students-in, Lima, Pery staged a.demonstration -

protesting a rise in transit fares. Top photo shows police arrest:
ing a young demonstrator; below, a bus is overturned omn
Avenida Abancay. Thirteen vehicles were destroyed and 82
others were damaged during the fighting.

=

Big Meetings Sweep Japan
Against U.S. Okinawa Bases

More than 10,000 Japanese
Tokyo park on July 4 in a five-hour demonstration against
violation of Japan’s independence by U.S. imperialism.

While the etrowd listened to
speeches denouncing U.S. reten-
tion of military bases on Okina-
wa, a U.S. heavy cruiser in the
harbor boomed a 21-gun “salute
to independence day.”

The demonstration was part of
a mounting wave of popular pro-
tests which began about three
weeks ago with the leaking in
Washington of the Price report.

Supposedly designed to “rectify
some injustices attending United
States Army rental of land in
Okinawa used for military ba-
ses,” the report actually supports

o =
oy

jammed a downtown

measures making the military
occupation of Japanese territ\':n'yI
officially permanent,

The nature of the “rental” is
revealed in a July 6 Christian
Science Monitor report: “Oki-,

nawans now are recalling such
documented cases as one in which
an Okinowan farm family awak-
ened one morning to find (U.S.)
Army bulldozers leveling its
land, and a truck standing hy to
take the family away — with-|
out any prior notification.”

The anti-U.S. feeling  is so
strong in Japan now that even
the conservative capilalist politi-
cians are forced to make speech-
es denouncing U.S. occupation of
Okinawa,

See Page Two

“When Communism Comes
to _America"

By LEON TROTSKY

®

Issions Shatter
an Frame-Up Lies

Charge of

campaign of concessions
repressions by the Polish Stal-
inist regime. The campaign is
designed to weaken and behead
the rising mass movement
against the Kremlin - appointed
rulers.

The government rushed extra
food to Poznan where two weeks
ago the workers marched into
machine - pun fire  shoufling,
“bread, bread, bread.” Direet
cash payment of back taxes has
been made to workers at the
Stalin  Locomotive Wirks, a
sborm center of the Jume 28
evenbs., Julian Tokarski, head of
the ministry of Auto and Tiactor
works, the government depant-
ment in charge of the Poznan
Stalin plant, has been dismissed.
“Tokarski is said to be pensonally
unpopular among factory wiork-
ers,” the Lomdon Times says,

At the same time, the govern-
meent refuses to release the names
of arrested. workers, officially. re-

'ported to be about 600. And by

sticking to its frame-up charge
that provocateurs and spies led
the gemeral strike the Stalinists
are obviously attempting to lay
the ground for heavy reprisals
against the leaders of the work-
ars’ movement.

STALINIST INVESTIGATION

The Polish government am-
nounced July 4 the orgamization
of a4 commission to “investigate
the niots.” Thus, after a full
week of proclaiming to the world
that the general strike was the
work of imperialist agents, the
vegime opened an investigatior
to make a “fair and impanitial”
mquiry into the faets.

So far there hasn't been a
shred of evidence to back up the
charge of provocateurs being
responsible for the outbreak. On
the comtrary. In Gordon Cruick-
shan’s dispateh to the Daily
Worker, July 11, datelined War-
saw. we read the following: “Te
date there is mo evidence that
arms  were imported.” Cruick-
shank says, “More is now known
about where the rioters obtained
their arms. Some were taken from
the local Polytechnic and other
high schools where both arms and
ammunition are kept by students
receiving military training,
Others jwere seized from the
militia men, who being prohibited
absolutely from using their arms

in the first hours of the dis-

Not a Shred of Proof
Produced to Support

‘Spy Work”

By William Bundy
JULY 11 — The immediate result of the Poznan
uprising of June 28, which was put down with tanks and

bullets plus mass arrests, has been the opening of a double
and ®

turbance, were thereby disarmed
by the rioters.”

Thus, a Stalinist reporter om
the spot reveals that there is no
evidence that the foreign agents
imported arms. Instead we get
a description, somewhat plaved
down and distorted of how work-
ems have always gotten arms dur-
ing a revolutionary upmising.

But perhaps by now spies and
provocateurs have been uneoversd
among those arrested. Comick-
shank reports otherwise, He says,
“Some (of the arrested) were
merely people who unwittingly
broke the curfew. Some few have
no documents and are refusing to
say who they are or where they
come from: A certain number
came friom routlside Poznan, These
include people from various paris
of Poland who say they were in
‘Poznan for the fair, Ome is a
seaman Gdansk who was armmed
when. arrested”— - .

In other wonds the govermment
has no spies or provocateurs that
it can produce. Only a few
unfidentified guspects. On what,
thevefore, is the loud and vre-
peated chamge that the workers
were led by imperialist spies
based? An ediborial in Treybura
Ludu, the official paper of the
Poliish Umnited Workers (Skalin-
ist) Panty provides the amswer:
“The workers had reasoms for
bifterness but the Poznan events
showed that the form of their
protest was not proper and it
was harmful.”

There it is. The editors blurt
it out, It is the “form of protest"
the workers chose that the Stail-
inist rulers comsider impermis-
sible! The real act of treasom,
‘n the eyes of the bureaurrats,
is the independent class action of
the Poznan workers divested
against their tyrannical regime.

“THE PEOPLE SAY”

Who started the shooting on
June 28?7 In the Daily Worker
July 7 Cruickshank reports:
“One woman, a trade union rep-
resentative, wsaid: ‘We were
entitled to demonstrate, but there
should not have been shooting.’
When 1 asked her who she
thought started the shooting: ‘The
Government says the hooligans
and provocateurs did, but the

people say the security men

did.'”

Kremlin

By Tom Kerry

The uprising in Poznan on June
28 marked (a turning point in the
“Stalin Cult” discussion raging
in all sections of the world Stalin-
it movement, The discussion
was {riggered by the shattering
revelations which emanated from
the 20th Congress of the Com-
munis! Party, Soviet Union, meet-
ing in Moscow last February.
On June 30, the Central Com-
mittee of the Soviet Communist
Party, made public the text of
a resolution purporting to con-
tzin a “Marxist” explanation of
the origin and development of
the “ecuit of Stalin” and what
‘their role had been during the
period in which Stalin was con-
solidating his “one-man” dicta-
torship.

The resolution was ostensibly
intended to answer the questions
directed at the Khr shchev re-
gime by Stalinist leaders Palmiro
Togliaitti of Ttaly, Maurice Tho-
rez of France and Eugene Den-
nis of the United States, These
“crities” had issued statements
expressing dissatisfaction with
the explanations contained in
Khrmshchev’s report to a se-

‘Answers’ Togliatti, Thorez and Dennis

eret session of the 20th Congress
in which Stalin was made sole-
Iy and personally responsible for
all the crimes of the bureaucracy.

The ‘“dissatisfaction” of the
Stalinist tops was only a pale
reflection of the seething discon-
tent in the ranks. The sharpness
of their questions were in direct
proportion to the degree of pres-
sure to which they are subject.’
Of the cyities, Togliatti was the
sharpest, Thorez less so and Den-
nis the mildest of the lot, Their
statemenis were compounded of
three main elements: complaint,
praise and plea. Complaint of
the manneér in which the Khrush-
chey revelaltions were made pub-
lic, praise for the accomplish-
ments of the [Khrushchev regime,
and a plea for a plausible ex-
planation to allay the ferment
stirred up by the assault on the
“Stalin cult.”

Preliminary to the publication
of the Central Committee resolu-
tion, Pravda, official newspaper
of the Soviet CP had pub-
lished excerpts from the Thorez
statement, nothing of Togliatti
and all of Dennis, with one small

deletion. They cut out of the

Dennis statement part of a sen-
lerice condemning the Stalin re-
gime for “snuffing out the lives
of more than a Score of Jewish
cultural figures,” Khrushchev
has not yet admitted that anti-
semitism was among the crimes
of which the Stalinist bureauera-
cy was guilty and so the ref-
erence was taboo,

The unprecedented action in
publishing the Dennis statement
in Pravda was understood to pre-
sage an answeyr from the Krem-
lin to its “erities.,” The assault
on the “Stalin eult” had un-
leashed a storm of criticism go-
ing far ibeyond the limits pre-
Seribed by the Kremlin, espe-
cially in the East European “Peo-
ple’s Democracies.” In Hungary,
the regime of Matyas Rakosi,
longtime Stalinist hatchet-man,
was under heavy attack. In
Czechoslovakia, students and in-
tellectuals, sensitive to the wide-
spread mood of mass discontent,
were pressing the Stalin-ap-
pointed rulers for elementary so-
cial reforms and for rehabilita-
tion of the frame-up victims,

In East Germany, scene of the

1953 June uprising against the

Stalin-appointed regime, Walter
Ulbricht and his cohorts were
trying to keep the lid on for fear
of a recurrence of the June days.
And in Poland, where the post-
20th Congress process.of “demo-
eratization” was reputed to have
been carried the farthest, the
workers of Poznan entered the
“discussion” on their own behalf
and in their own way, articulat-
ing their grievances in the lan-
guage of working class revolt
against intolerable conditions ag-
gravated by bureaucratic indif-
ference.

Whatever plans ‘the Kremlin
may have had for a leisurely dis-
cussion ‘pegged on the Thorez,
Togliatti, Dennis, “criticisms,”
were upset by the action in Poz-
nan and the growing manifesta-
tions of militant dissent in the
East European counliries. The
Dennis statement appeared in
Pravda on Jur® 27. On June 28
the Poznan wuprising occurred.
The Soviet CP resolution appear-
ed on June 30,

The resolution stigmatized the
Poznan action as the work of
paid provocateurs. The strike-

demonstration, it asserted, was

financed by funds appropriated
by the American Senate. “Ii is
¢lear,” asserted the resolution,
“that the anti-people’s demon-
strations in Poznan were paid
from this source,”

XNOTHER FRAME-UP

In language reminiscent of the
Moscow frame-up trials, the res-
olution stigmatized the striking
Poznan workers, who, with arms
linked had marched into the ma-
chine-gun fire of the security po-
lice, as "provocateurs and . .
diversjonists who were paid from
overseas funds,” and who “had
only enough courage for a few
hours.”

The resolution ajso laid the
basis, in advance, to slander any
workers’ struggles against the
Stalinist regimes in the Soviet
zone, as actions. paid for by
American gold, by saying: “Sub-
versive activities in the people's
democracies will . . . continue to
fail in the future, although such
actions are wenerously paid for
from monies appropriated by
American monopolists.”

And, the resolution adds in an

reaucratzs who rule the East Eu-
ropean states, “All this demon-
strates that one must not show
a careless attitude towards the
machinations of the imperialist
agents, who are trying to pene-
trate into Soecialist countries for

| the purpose of undermining the

achievements of the workers.”
The ruling bureaucracy did mot
need much prompting, The July
I, N. Y. Times reports that
throughout Eastern Europe, “ra-
dios ‘warned that lany rebellion

« | similar to /Thursday's bloody re-

volt in Poznan, Poland, would he
dealt with ruthlessly.,” How
“ruthlessly” is indicated by the
announcement over Radio Prague
that: “Anybody who raises his
hand against the regime will
have his hand chopped off.” Even
Stalin himsell could not have put
it more delicately!

With Poznan the Stalinist bu-
reaucrats reverted to type. Ar-
rests and expulsions swept Po-
land, Czechoslovakia and Hunga-
ry. The Kremlin's admonition
“that one must not show a care-

admonition to the Stalinist bu-|

less attitude,” was followed with
|a vengeance. While reports dis-
ywononued on page 2)
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THE MILITANT

Monday, July 16, 1956

[The following article by Trotsky, first pub-
lished in the March 23, 1935 Liberty Magazine,
has always been of keen interest as an example
of a popular Marxist tregtment of Ametica’s
socialist future. It is of pamnmllwr interest in
the light of the current digcussion in thé Coms=
munist P.arty of the U.S. on America’s Fo&d t6
gocialism, — Ed.]

By Leon Trotsky

Should America go Communist as a rédult of
the difficulties and problems which your capital-
ist social order is mnable to solve, it will discover
that Communism, far from being an intolerable
bureaucratic tyranny and individual regimenta-
tion, will be the means of greater individual
liberty and shared abundance,

At present most Americans "regiamd Com-
munism solely in the light of the experience of
the Sowviet Unfon. They fear lest Sovietism im
America would produce the same material
results as it has brought for the culturally
backward peoples of the Soviet Uniom.

They fear lest Communism should try to fit
them .to a bed of Procrustes, and point to the
bulwark of Anglo-Saxon conservatism as an
insuperable obstacle even to possibly desivable
reforms. They argue that Great Britaih and
Japan would undextake military interventiorn
against the American Soviets. They shudder lest
Aniericans be vegimented in their habits of
dreéss and diet; be compelled to subsist ,n'n flamine
ratioms; read a'bere(rtyped offieial pr in
the newspapers; serve as rubber stamps for
decisions arrived at without their adtive par-
ticipation; keep their thoughts to ‘themselves
and loudly praise their Soviet leaders in publie
through fear of imprisonment and exile.

They fear monetary inflation, bureaucratic
tyranny, and intolerable ved tape in obtaining
the mecessities of life. They fear soulless
standardization in the arts and scienced, as well
as in the daily necessities of life, They fear that
all political spontameity amd the présumed
freedom of the press will be destroyed by the
dictatorship of a momstrous bureauctacy. And
they shudder at the thought of being forced into
am uncothprehended glibness in Marxian dialectic
an.d disciplined social philosophies. They fear,
in a word, that Soviet America will become the
counterpart of what they have been told Soviet
Riossia looks like.

American Tradition

Actnally American Soviets will be as different
from the Russian Soviets as the United States
of President Roosevelt differs from the Russian
Empire of Czar Nicholas II.

Yet Communism can come in Ameriea only
through revolution, just as independence and
democraey came in America. The Almerican
tempevament is energetic and violemt, and it
will insist on breaking a good mahy dishes and
upsetting & good many apple cants before Com-
munism s firmly established. Americans are
emthusiasts and spontsmen before they are
specialists and shatesmety, &nd it would be
contrary to the American tradition to malke a
major change without choosing sides and crack-
ing heads,

However, the Ameridan Commumist Rewolu-
tion will be insigmificant compared to the Bol-
shevik Revolution in Rmssia, in terms of your
national wealth and population, no matter how
great its comparative cost. That is because civil
war of a revolutionary natore ismt fought by
the handful of mem at the top — the five or ten
percent who own nine-tenths of merican
wealth: this handful could reewuit its counter-
revolutionary armies only from among the lower
middle dlasses, Even so, the revolution could
easily attract them to its bamnmer by showing
that support of the Soviets alone offers them
the prospeet of salwvation.

Everybody below this group is already
economically prepared for Communism. The
depression has vavaged your workimg class and
has dealt & crushing blow to the farmers, who
had already been injured by the lomg aguicul-
tural decline of the postwar decade. There is no
reason why these gmoups should oppose deter-
mined resistamce to the revolution; they have
nothing to lose, providing, of covmse, that the
revolutionary leaders adopt e farsighted and
moderate policy toward them.

Who else will fight against Communism?
Your corporal’s guard of hillionaries and multis
millionaires? Your Mellons, Morgans, Fords and
Rockefellers? They will cease struggling as soon
as they fail to find other people to fight for
them.

The American Soviet Government will take
firm possession of the commanding heights of
your business system: the bamks, the key in-
dustries, and the transportation and communica-
tion systems. Tt will then give the farmers, the
small tradespeople and business men a good long
time to think things over and see how well the
nationalized sedtion of industry is working.

Production Miracles

Here is where the Awmerican Soviets cam

produce real mirvacles. “Technocracy” can come
tmie only under Commumism, when the dead
hands of private property rights and private
priofits are lifted from your industnial: system.
The most daring proposals of the Hoover com-
mission on standardization amd rationalizetion
will seem childish compared to the new pos-
sibilities let loose by American Commurism,

National industry will be onganized along the
line of the comwveyor belt in your miodern con-
tinuens-production automotive flactonies. Secien~
tific planning can be lifted out of the inidividual
factory and applied to your entire economie
system. The results will be stupendous.

Costts of production will be cut to 20 percent,
or less, of their present figure. This in turn
wonld rapidly increase your farmers’ purchasing
plower:

To be sure, the American Soviets would estab-
lish their own gigantic farm enterprises, as
schools of volumtary collectivization. Your
farmers could easily caleulate whether it was to
their individual advantage to remain as isolated
links or tio join the public chalin.

The same method would be used to draw small
businesses and industnies inte the natiomal or-
gamization of industry., By Soviet confrol of
raw materials, credits, and quotas of omders,
these secondary industries could be kept solvent
until they were gradually and . without compul-
sion sucked into the socialized business system,

Without compulsiomn! The Amenican Soviets
woild not need to resont to the drastic measures
which citcumstances have often imposed upom
the Russimd, In the United States, throngh the

science of publicity and advertising, you have
means for winning the support of your middle
elass which were beyond the reach of the Sowiets
of baclkwird Russia with its vast majority of
pauperized and illiterste peasants. This, in
addition to your technical equipment and Four
wealth, is the greatest asset of your coming
Communist Revolution. Yoiir revolution will be
smoother in character than otifs; yeu will not
waste yolr ehergies and -resvurées in costly
social conflicts after the msin issues have beén
decided; and you will move ahead o miich the
more rapidly in consequence.

Even_ the intensity and devotion of religicus
sertiment in America will not prove an obstarcle
to the revolution. If one assumes the perspective
of Sowviets in Ameries, none of the psychological
brakes will prove firmn enough to retatd the
pressure of the social crisis. Thils has been
demonstrated more than onece in history. Be-
sides, it should not be forgotten that the Gospels
themselves contain some pretty  explosive
aphorisms.

"The Unconvinced Millionaires

As to the comparatively few opponenits-of the
Soviet Revolution, one can trust to Americani
inventive gemius. It may well be that you will
take your unconvinced millionaires and send
thetii to sbime picturesque islamnd, rentfree for
life, where they can do as they please,

You can do thils safely, for you will not need
te fear foreign interventions, Japam, Greaft
Britain afid the dther capitalistic countries which
intervened in Rbssia couldn’t do amything bub
take American Communism lying down. As a
matter of fact the wvictory of Communism in
America — the stronghold of capitalism — will
cause Communism bo spread to other coumtiies.
Jeipam will prebably have joined the Communistie
ranks even befSne the establishment of the
Amenican Soviets, The same is true olf Great

In any case, it
His Britannic Majesty’s fleet against Soviet
America, even as a raid against the southerm
and more conservative half of youur contiment.
It would be hopbless and woild néver get amy
farther than & second-rate military eseapade.

Within a few weeks or months of the estab-
lishment of the American Soviets, Pan-Amer-
icanistn would be a political reality.

The governments of Central and South Amer-
iea would be pilled inbo your federation like
ivon filings to a magnet. So-would Camada. The
popular movemehts in these countries would be
so strong that t.hey would force this great
uniifiying process within a shont period and et
insignificant costs. I am ready to bet that the
finst anniversary of the Amenican Soviets would
find the Western Hemisphere tramsfiormed into
the Soviet Umitefl States of North, Cefitral, and
South America, with its capital at Pamama.
Thus for the first time the Monroe Doctrine
would have a complete and positive meaning in
wionld affiairs, although not the one fmeseen by
its author.

In spite of the complaints of some of your
arich-comservatives, Rbosevelt is not preparing
for a Sovidt trensformation of the United
Stiates.

The NRA aims not 1o destroy bub to
sbr\engit:hen the foundaitions of American capital-
ism, by overcoming your business difficulties.
Not the Blue Ragle but the difficulties which the
Blue Eagle is powerless to overcome will bring
about Commumnism in America. The “radical”
professors of your Brain Trust are not revolu-
tionists: they are only frightened conservatives.
Your President abhors “systems” and “gémer-
alities.” But a Soviet government is the greatest
of all possible systems, a gigantic generality im
actior.

The Socialist Dollar

The average man doesn’t like system or
generalities; either. It is the task of your Com-
munist statesmen to make the system deliver
the concrete goods which the average man
desires: his food, cigars, amusements, his free-
dom to choose his own neckties, his own house,
and his own automobile. It will be easy to give
him these comforts in Soviet America.

Most Amenicans have been misled by the fact
that in the USSR we had to build whole new
basie industries from the ground up. Such a
thing could not happen in America, where you
are alveady compelled tio cut down on your farm
area and to reduce your industrial production.
As a matter of fact your tremendous tech-
nological equipment has been paralyzed by the
crisis and alveady clamoms to be put to use.
You will be able to make a mapid step-up of
consumption by your peoplé the stacting point
of your economic revival.

You are prepated to do this as #s no other
country. Now: else has the study of the in-
termal market reached such intensity 4y in the
Umited States. It hias been done by your banids,
trusts, individual business men, memhaim'hs,
t:newalLMg galesmen and farmers as pavt of their
stock in trade, Your Soviet Government wiil
simply abolish all trede secrets, will combine all
the findings of these researches for mdividual
profit, and will transfiorin them into a smemﬂﬂc
system of econoniic planning. In this your gov-
ernment will be helped by the existence of &
larige class of culturéd and chitical constumers.
By combining the naftionalized key industries,
your private businessed amd démberatic con-
samer co-operation; you will quickly develop s
highly flexible system for serving the needs of
your population,

This system will be made to work, not by
bureaucracy and mot by policemen, but by hard
cold cash, _

Your almighty dollar wild play a primeipal
part in making your new Soviet system work.
It is a great mistake to try to mix a “planned
economy” with a “managed currency.” Your
money must sct as regulator with which to
measure the suceess or failure of your planning.

Your “radical” professors are dead wrong in
their devotion to “mamaged money.”” It is an
academic idea which could easily wreck your
entive system of distribution and production.
That is the great lesson to be derived from the
Soviet Union, where bitter n ity has been
converted into official virtue in mionetary
realm.

‘There the lack of a stiable gold mble is one of
the main causes of our many economiec troubles
and catastrophes, It is impossible to regulate
wages, prices, and qualitty of goods without a
firm monetary system. An unstable ruble in a
Soviet system is like haying variable molds in
a conveyor-belt Factory. It won't work,

m&dbeamyideataamd.

LEON TROTSKY'S FORECAST

What Communism Would Be Like in America

Only when Socialism succeeds in substituting
administrative conirol for money will it be
possible to abandon a stable gold currency. Then
money will become ordinary paper slips, like
trolley or theater tickets. As Socialism advances
thege slips will also disappear; and control over
individual consumptioh — whéther by money or
adminiStration — will nio longer be necessary
when there iz meré than enough of everything
for evérybody!

Such & time has not yet come, though Amer-
ica- will certairily reach it before any other
country, Until then, the only way to reach such
a state of d,e!ve-}opnmm is to retain an effective
regulator and measure for the working of your
system. As a matter of fact, during the first
few years a planned economy needs sound mioney
eveny more than did old-fashioned capitalism.
The professor who regulates the mometary unit
with the aim of regulabting the whole business
system is like the man who tnied to lift both his
feet off the ground at the same time.

Soviet America will possess supplies of gold
big enough to dtabilize the dollar — a puice-
less asset. In Russia we have been expanding
our industrial plant by 20 or 30 percent & year;
but — owing to a weak ruble — we have not
been able to distribube this increase effectively.
Thiz is partly because we have allowed our
bureaueracy to subject our monetiary system to
administrative one-sidedness. You will be sparédd
this evil. As a result you will greatly surpass us
both in increased productiom and distribution,
leading to a vapid advance in the comfort and
welfare of your population,

In all this you will mat need to imitiate our
standardized production for our pitiable mass
consumers, We have taken over from Czarist
Russia a pauper’s heritage, a culturally un-
developed peasantry with a low standacd of
Yiving. We had to build our factories and dams
alt the expense of our constumens. We have had
continual monetany infletion dnd s memstrons
bureaucracy.

Fullblooded Democracy

Soviet Amenica will not have to imitate our
bureaératie methods. Among us the lack of the
bare necessities has caused an intense seramble
for amn extra loaf of bread, an extra yand of
cloth by every one. In this stmggle our burean-
cracy steps forwerd as a conciliator, as an all-
powerful court of arbitration.

You, on the other hand, are much wealthier
and would have little difficulty in supplying all
of your people with all of the necessities of life.
Moreover, your needs, tastes, and habits wonld
never permit your bureaucmcy to divide the
national income. Instead, when you organize your
society to produce for human meeds pather than
private profits, your entire population will group
itself around mew trends and groups, which will
struggle with one another and prévent an over-
weening bureaucracy from imposing itself upon
them.

You can thus avoid growth of bureaucratism
by the praatice of soviels — that is to say,
demoeraey: the most flexible form of goverm-
ment yet developed. Soviet organization camnot
achieve miracles but must simply reflect the will
of the people. With us the Soviets have been
bureaneratized as a result of the political
monopoly of a single party, which has itself
become a bureamecracy. This situhtion resulted
from the exceptional difficulties of Socialist
pioneeting in a poor and backward coumlry.

The American Soviets will be fullblooded and
vigorous, without need or opportunity for such
measures as cireumstances imposed upon
Russia. Your unregenerate capitalists will, of
course, find no place for themselves in the new
setup. It is hard to imagine Henry Ford as the
head of the Detroit Sowiet.

Yet a wide struggle between interests, groups
and ideas is not only cdnceivable — it is
inevitable. One-year, five-year, ten-year plans of
businest development; schemes for naltional
education; construction of new basic lines of
tramsportiation; the transformation of the farms;
the program for improving the technological and
-cultural equipment of Latin Amenica; a program
for stratosphere communieation; eugenies — all
of these will arouse wmuwamy, vigiorous elec-
total strogele, and passionate debate in the
new@apems and at public meetings.

For Soviet Ameniea will not imitate the
monopoly of the press by the heads of Soviet
Russia’s bureaneracy. While Soviéet America
would mnetionalize all printing plants, paper

mills, and means of distribution, this would be

a purely negative measuve, It would simply
mean that private capital will no longer be
allowed to decide what publications should be
established, whether they should be progressive
or reactionaty, “wet” or “dry,” puritanical or
pornognaphic, Sowviet America will have to find
a new solution for the question of how the
power of the press is bto function in a Socialist
regime. It might be doneé on the basis of priopor-
tional representation for the vote in each Soviet
electiion,

Thus the right of each group of citizens to
use the power of the press would depend on
their numerical strength — the same principle
being applied to the use of meeting halls, allot-
ment of time on the air, and so forth.

Thus the management and policy of publica-
tifons would be decided nmot by individual check-
books but by group ideas. This may take little
account of numerically smiall but important
groups but it simply means that each’ new idea
will be compelled, as throughout history, to
prove its right to existence,

Science, Art, Phill:isopﬁ)’ '

Rich Soviet America can sel aside vast funds
for research and imvention, discoveries and ex-
periments in every field, You won't neglect your
bold architects and sculptors, your . uncomven-
tional poets and audacious philosophers.

In fact, the Soviet Yiamkees of the fufture will
give a lead to Europe in those very fields where
Enrope has hitherte been your master. Euro-
peans hawve lititle comceptiion of the power of
technology to influence humian destiny and have
adopted an attitude of sneering superiopity to-
ward ‘“‘Americanism,” particularly since the
eiisis, Yot Ameticanism marks the true divid-
ing lime between the Middle Ages and the
modern wourld,

Hitherto America’s conquest of nature has
been so violent and passionate that you have
had no time to modernize your philosophies or
to develop your own artistic forms. Hence you
have been hostile to the doctrines of Hegel,
Marx and Darwin. The bufning of Darwin’s
works by the Baptists of Tennessee is only a
clumsy reflection of the American dislike for
the doctrines of evolution, This attitude is not
confined to your pulpits. It is still part of your
general mental make-up.

Your atheists as well as your Quakers are
determined rationalists, Amd your rationalism
itself is weakened by empinicism and moralism.
Tt has none of the merdiless vitality of the great
European rattionalists. So yowr philosophic
method is even more amtiquated than your
economfc system and your politieal instibutions,

“A New Breed of Men”

Today, quite unprepared, you are being forced
to face those sochal comtradictions which gwow
up unsuspected in every society. You have con-
quered nature by means of the tools which your
inventiive gemius has created, only to find that
your tools hawve all but destroyed you. Contrary
to all your hopes and desires, your unheard-of-
wealth has produced unheard-of-misfortunes.
You have discovered that social development
does not follow a simple formula. Henee you
have been thrust into the school of the dmbe:ctm
— to stay.

There is no turning back from it to the mode
of  thinking amd acting prevalent in the
Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centuries.

While the romantic numskulls of Nazi Ger-
many are dreaming of restoring the old race of
Europe’s Dark Forest to its original purity, or
rather its original filth, you Americans, after
taking a firm grip on your economic machinery
and your culture, will apply genuine scientific
methods to the problem of eugenics. Within a
century, out 'of your melting pot of races there
will come a new breed of men — the first
worthy of the name of Man.

One final prophecy: In the third year of
Slcmtlert rule in Ameriea you will no longer chew

o

Why Sta
To Heed

Garrison,” which shows how ter-
ribly the Russian people suffer-
ed because of the failure to pre-
pare for the attack, is now being
shown throughout the Soviet Un-
ion. The film lays to rest the
Stalinist myth that the invasion
was anticipated and that the cas-
dalty-ridden retreat of the Red
Army at the time was part of a
planned “active defense.”

The theme of the film cor-
responds to Khrushchev's 20th
Congress indictment of Stalin
which excoriated the late dictator
for ignoring warnings of the
impending attack made to the
Soviet government by Winston
Churehill in April 1941, In his
indictment of Stalin, Khrushchev
detailed some of the enormous
cost paid by the Soviet people
for Stalin’s blindness.

‘What Khrushchev didn’t explain
is why Stalin refused to rec-
ognize the Nazi threat and why
he ignored the persistent warn-
ings, not merely of the imperial-
ist Churehill in 1941, but of Leon
Trotsky, the organizer of the
Red Army, who from his exile
Sounded the alarm over and over
again, starting in 1921,

The reason for Stalin’s blind-
ness to the imminent Nazi at-
tack was because he was follow-
ing the policy of “peaceful co-
existence” with '‘German impe-
tialism. In December 1939, short-
ly after the infamous Stalin-Hit-
ler Paet was signed, Stalin pro-
claimed: “The friendship wof the
peoples of Germany and the So-
viet Union, cemented by blood,
has fall the grounds to be pro-
longed and stable.”

“A MATTER OF TASTE”

Bo drunk with the “success”
of their pact was the Stalinist
high command, that Molotov was
dble to drink his toast With' Nazi
foreign minister Von Ribbentrop,
declaring, "Fasclsm is a matter
of taste.”

'While these vile declarations
were emanating from “realists”
in the Kremlin, Trotsky, the
“agent of fascism,” according to
the Moscow frame-up Trials, was
assessing the pact,” the division
of Poland and the acquisition of
the Baltic States hy the Soviet
Union, as follows: “In spite of
the Kremlin’s territorial seizures,
the international position of the
USSR is worsened in the ex-
treme. The Polish buffer disap-
peared. The Rumanian buffer will
disdppear tomorrow, Mighty Ger-
many, master of Europe, ac-
quires g common frontier with
the USSR. Scandinavia, a place
of weak and almost disarmed
countries, is occupied by this
same Germany, Her victories in
the West are only preparation
for a gigantic move to the Bast.”

(“The Kremlin’s Role in the

in Failed
Warning

The Soviet people are now being told part of the truth
about Stalin’s eriminal failure to prepare for the near-
catastrophic inyasion of the Soviet Union by Hitler's army
in June 1941, A film, “Immortal ®

War,” June 17, 1940. Fourth In-
ternational, October, 1940.)

Trotsky’s realism, based on his
Leninist view of imperialism and
its driving forces, enabled him to
predict and warn of the inev-
itability of a Nazi attack on the
Soviet Union at the very outset
of the Hitler regime, and, in
fact, even before it came to pow-
er. In 1931 he wrote: “Once Hit-
ler comes to power and proceeds
to crush the vanguard of the
workers, pulverizing and de~
moralizing the , proletariat for
years to come, the Fascist gov-
ernment will be the only govern-
ment ¢apable of waging war
against the USSR.” (Germany,
The Key to the International
Situation.)

On July 16, 1932, Trotsky
utilized the pages of Liberty
magazine to warn again: “To
make intervention (against the
Soviet Undon) possible, a great,
highly industrialized, and, more=
over, continental European em=
pire would be needed . . . to be
more accurate—a country would
be needed which had nothing to
lose, A glance at the politieal
map of Europe will convince you
that such a mission could be un+
dertaken only by a fascist Ger-
many. More than that a fascist
Germany would have no other
road left to go ... A war against
the Soviet Union would grow out
of these circumstances with fatal
necessity.”

Trotsky went on to outline the
course the USSR should follow
in the event fascism triumphed
in Germany: “In my opinion, this
is how the Soviet Government
ought to act in the event of a
fascist coup in Germany. Upon
receiving the telegraphic com-
munication of this event I would,
in their place, sign an order for,
the mobilization, of army 1
serves. When you have a mortal
enemy before you, and when war
flows with necessity from the
logic of the objective situation,
it would be unpardonable light-
mindedness to give that enemy
time to establish and fortify him-
self, conclude the necessary al-
liances, receive the necessary
help, work out a plan of cone
centric military zctions—mnot on-
ly from the West but from the
East—and thus grow up to the
dimensions of a colossal danger.”

The tragic verification of Trot~
sky’s prognosis bears important
lessons for todaly. While Khru-
shehev flays Stalin’s paralysis at
the time of the Nazi attack, he
continues the political policy re=
sponsible for it. [Like Stalin,
Khrushchey stakes the future of
the USSR, not on revolutionary
internationalism, but on the class-
collaboration policy of peaceful
coexistence—this 'time with the
organizer of the cold war, U.S.
imperialism,

(Continued from page 1)

clése that a number of promi-
nént Communist Party members
were summarily purged, there
‘has net yet been uncovered one
bona-fide “imperialist agent” s

far as the available in.formatwn
goes pp to the present time,

So far as the CPs of the West
were concermed, ' the Soviet
OP resolution hailed the ‘“ap-
proval and Wwide response” which
the “condemmation by our party
of the personality cult of Stalin
and {ts consequences,” had evoked
among them. It Bingled out Tho-
rez and Eugene Dennis for a
special pat on the back for their
tinderstanding support and then
selected a formulstion by To-
gliatti for gpecial eriticism.

In eriticizing the explanation
given by Krushchev on the rige
of the “Stalin cult,” Togliatti
had written: “At one time, all
that was good was due to the
superhuman positive qualities of
one man; now all that is bad is
attributed to the equally excep-

-

THOREZ

could only view the line of in-
quiry opened up by Togliatti
with dread fordboding as an om-
inous. turn in the *“Stalin cult”
discussion.

The ISoviet CP resolution “cor-
rects” Togliatti with a neat bit
of verbal dletght-of-hand worthy
of a Jesuit, “One cannot,” the
resolution argues, “agree with
Comrade Togliatti when he asks
whether Soviet society has not
reached ‘certain forms of degen-
eeration ?’ There are no founda-
tions for such a question.” Why?
Because, says the resolution, “in
another part of his interview
Comrade Togliatti says quite cor-
rectly: ‘It must be deduced that
the eseénce of the Socialist re-
gime was not lost, since none
of the preceding gains were
logt. . J*

The *“essence of the Socialist
regime” are the socialist proper-
ty forms established by the Octo-
ber [revolution as distinet from
the bureaucratic apparatus of the
Soviel state which rests upon the

tional and even staggering de-
fects of the same man. Both in
the one case and in the other, we

the mew society. It seems unques-
tionable that {Stalin’s errors were | crats see an identity where there

nationalized property. The two
are not the same, The bureau-

are outside the criterion of judge-

“The real problem,” he added,
"escapes notice, such as the meth-
od by which, and the reason why,
Soviet society could and did stray
so far from the legality which it
had traced out for itself, arriv-
ing as far as degeneration ., .

“Above mll,” Togliatti conclud-
ed, “we jrecall the faet that Lenin,
in his last speeches and writings,
emphasized the danger of bu-
reaucracy which was fthreatening

ment which is proper to Marxism.'

linked with an excessive increase
in the weight of the bureaucratic
apparatus of the economic life
and political sys'tem, and perhaps
above all in the life of the Party.”

A the above comes dangerously
close to the Trotskyist analysis
of the Soviet Union as a degen-
erated workers gtate in which a
bureaucratic caste has usurped
the power amd uses it to defend
its privileged position, it is no

wonder that it became cause for
concern by Stalin’s heirs. They

is profound difference. That the
‘Soviet Union was able to survive
the difficulties of capitalist en-
circlement, intervention and war,
compounded by the crimes, atroc-
ities and bureaucratic misman-
agement of the Stalin regime, is
due solely to the slrength and
viability of the property forms
established by the Ocother rev-
olution and not to the early gen-
ius of Stalin, as Khrushchev and
Company would have us believe:

It was not out of love of Stalin

that the Soviet masses endured
untold hardship and shed their
life’s blood to preserve the So-
viet Union against capitalist res-
toration but out of unconguerable
determination to defend the so-
cial conquests of the great Octo-
ber revolution,

Stalin was the most hated man
in the Soviet Union. To the So-
viet masses he was the symbol
of tyranny .and oppression. The
establishment of the nauseating
“eult of Stalin” was not of their
doing. They were not “cultists”
for they had nothing to benefit
thereby. They were the main vie-
tims of the Stalin cult, Because
they were, the erstwhile prac-
titioners of cultism find it pos-
siblé and convenient to utilize
Stalin as a scapegoat for all the
erimes committed by the bureau-
cratic caste which Stalin headed.

After disposing of Togliatti's
criticism the Soviet CP resolution
presented its ‘“explanation” of
how and why the Stalin cult arose
and why they failed to combat
its criminal manifestations. The
purported explanation was noth-
ing but a rehash of the one con-

to the 20th Congress, with one
slight variation,

In the version contained in the
Khrushehev speech to the 20th
Congress the reason given for
the failure of the present lead-
ers to “assert themselves against
the cult of the individual” was
fear. Fear of their own hides
prompted them to refrain from
“aeserting themselves.,” Not too
complimentary but at least it had

tained in the Khiushchev repot | op

.=« Kremlin "Answers'’ the CP Leaders

In the later version, the ex-
planation pgiven is that Stalin
was too popular and anyone who
acted lagainst him “would not
have received support from -the
people.” (Stalin the monster is
transformed before our very eyes
to Stalin the ‘beloved.
reaucrats holding state power
anything is possible .“These are
not honest men and this is mot
an honest regime,” remarked the
journalist 1. F. Stone after a
recent wisit to the /Soviet Union,
It eannot be denied,

With the publicationr of the So~
viet CP resolution the “eritics”
tripped all over themselves in
their haste to express their agree-
ment. Toglialti vioiced “Unreserved

approval.” Thorez added his
“amen,” and Dennis said “me
too.”

The Kremlin made it clear it
would not tolerate any eriticiam
going beyond the limits fixed in
the discussion of the *Stalin
cultt.” Tt called for the “ddeologi-
cal unaniimity” of all the Commm-
nist Parties and reminded the
Stalinist leaders, who prate
about their new-found “independ-
ce,” that although “the Comin-
tern and Cominform ceased their
activities, it does not follow
from this that international sol-
idarity and the need of contacts
between revolutionary and broph-
erly parties which adopted the
position of Marxism and Leni~
nism have lost significance.”

The next day after publication
of the resolution Pravda desctib-
ed 'the “answers” as “clearcut”
and indicated that the matber was

the merit of credibility,

closed.

For bu-,
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By Morris Stein

In Poznan, as in East Germany

in June 1953, the spark that set

The Steel Strike

The United Steelworkers of America,
650,000 strong, is a powerful union. Its
strike has effectively shut down the na-
tion’s basic industry. Its membership can
be relied on to wage the strike with
golidarity and discipline.

Such a union is capable of wresting
major concessions from the bosses, Yet
it finds itself in a position where the steel
barons can make a completely unaccep-
table offer and deliberately force a strike.
Why is this?

In challenging the Steelworkers, the
companies in no way underestimate the
union’s power, What they are banking on
is the present union misleadenship as
represented by President David J. Me-
Donald. The bureaucratic way in which
McDonald conducted the pre-strike nego-
tiations and is now leading the strike
itself is the basic source of the present
arrogance of the steel magnates.

The steelworkers are faced with pro-
found economic problems. Production cut-
backs loom large. In addition, the steel
industry is introducing automation to
reduce the number of workers employed
and is demanding exclusive control of
speed-up. .

These facts indicate the need for the
widest possible diseussion in the union
ranks in the formulation of contract
demands. But MecDonald has prevented
this. The membership was denied voice
in drawing up demands and in determin-
ing the terms of a settlement. McDonald

-.hias not even revealed precisely what he

is asking of the companies.

With a few local exceptions, meetings
are rarely called, and those held are so cut
and dried that many members don’t
attend. Many of the workers are not
familiar with the strike issmes. There is
much understandable distrust of the
leadership. d

The Christain Science Monitor July 5
reports these comments from strikers at
the U.S. Steel plant in Gary, Ind. One
complains, “I sure wish I knew what this
was all about. I wish I knew exactly what
MecDonald wants. No one has ever told me
what the issues are.”

Another says bittenly, “No. I don’t know
what McDonald wants. I think he is in
cahoots with management. I think we are
entitled to know what he wants. No, I
never go to a meeting. Why should I?
There is a'clique that runs everything.” A
30-year man adds, “Sure. They're just a
bunch of ‘yes men’ at the union. I used to
go, used to be an offieial at one time.”

But despite this the men have reacted
instinetively against company efforts to
shackle them with a long-term contract
that would leave them open to increased
speed-up and the threat of automation
layoffs.

McDonald, on the other hand, wamts
only “peace” with the steel trust. He has
been compelled fo oppose the five-year
pact but has indicated a willingness to
accept a three-year agreement and has
not informed the membership what he will
settle for on the basic demands.

As in the past, he undoubtedly intends
to wheedle the best terms management
will concede and then confront the mem-
bership with a “package” settlement,
banking on their accepting it for lack of a
clear alternative.

Internal union democracy is indispen-
gable to the solution of the Steelworkers’
problems. It is needed to develop rank-
and-file understanding of the issues con-
fronting them. It is indispensable for the
elaboration of a program to realize their
interests and to mobilize the power neces-
sary to write such a prograni into a union
contract.

« « « Negro Struggle and Claﬁs' Politics

(Continued from page 1)

- fimdamentally united in opposition to the
. abolition of Jim Crow. Both .their civil

rights records were summed up for the
NAACP convention by Executive Sec-
retary Roy Wilkins who said, “They have
been scratching each other’s backs and we
have been left out in the cold.”

Wilkins urged the delegates, “Use your
votes in behalf of civil rights.” But that
was all he could advise. The big question
— precisely who to vote for in behalf of
civil rights — remained unanswered.

At the root of this dilemma is the po-
litical policy of the official leaders of the
Negro people and the trade unions, a policy
of dissipating the political strength of the
Negroes within the capitalist two-party
system. So long as this policy prevails the
tragic contradiction of an anti-Jim Crow
movement that supports pro-Jim Crow
candidates will not be resolved. Negro peo-
ple will continue to feei they are cutting
their throats in the voting booths.

The struggle of the Negro people for
equality is essentially anti-capitalist. Only
the factory owners and big landlords are
real gainers from Jim Crow. Every blow
against Jim Crow is a blow against a
capitalist class that rules over a divided
and thereby retarded labor movement.

By the same token, each new stage in
the struggle for equality has drawn the
Negro and labor movement more closely
together in a natural alliance against the
common enemy — the capitalists and their
political agents.

In addition, the Negro people have come
to correctly see themselves in alliance with
the colonial freedom fighters throughout
the world. This sentiment was reflected in
the declaration of MIA President Martin
Luther King: “Whether we want to be or
not, we are caught in a great movement
of history. . . The vast majority of the
people of the world are colored. . . Up
until four or five years ago most of the
one and a quarter billion colored peoples
were exploited by empires of the West. . .

¥

Today many are free and the rest are on
the road. . . We are part of that great
movement."” =i L e

In the days ahead this fact of life
ennunciated by Rev. King will assume
even deeper significance for the front-rank
fighters against Jim Crow. They will begin
to see the patterm of the world anti-
capitalist development. Movements like
Montgomery and Tallahassee will one day
acknowledge a profound debt to the Rus-
sian working class and its Bolshevik party
that in 1917 set off a chain reaction whose
reverberations throughout the globe are
still being felt. For it was the Russian
Revolution that gave the impetus for the
world-wide anti-imperialist struggle of to-
day and chartered the road for the libera-
tion of the oppressed and exploited every-
where. '

While the very logic of the struggle
leads the masses of the Negro people to-
wards a break with capitalist politics,
their official leaders are tied to the
ideology of capitalism. Like the labor
bureaucrats the social position and ma-
terial advantages of the official Negro
leaders bind them to the capitalist status
quo from which their privileges derive.
While the most conscious of the Negro
militants identify themselves with the
world movement against imperialism, the
top official leadership finds itself in the
role of apologist for imperialism, This is
the objective meaning and result of their
support to the political representatives
of the Wall Street imperialists.

This conflict of the pro-capitalist politics
of the, leaders and the anti-capitalist in-
terests of the ranks must ultimately be
resolved by the development of a program
and leadership firmly based on an anti-
capitalist outlook. The first long step in
that direction will be the building, in
alliance with the trade pnions, of an
independent Labor Party capable of doing
battle against the twin Jim Crow parties
of capitalism.
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Marxists — from the hoary charge that
Lenin and the Bolsheviks were “amoral” to
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Marxist maxim is that “the end justifies
the means” — are answered in this classie
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off the explosion wids economic.
The masses rebelled against the
conditions of wdrk imposed by
arbittrary bureaucrats, But these
rebelliohs became generalized into
political movements almost from
the beginning. The Poznan work-
ers boldly inscribed on their ban-
ners, in addition to the demand
for bread, the demand for free-
dom. U )

This is quite natural and in the

best tradition of workers’ strug-
gles. The workers need the broad-
est possible demoecracy to defend
their interests and move for-
ward onto the socialist road.
There was yet another demand
raised in Poznan: The demand
that the Russians get out of Po-
land, It is.also reported that the
old flag of capitalist Poland was
hoisted atop a government build-
ing and that national songs were
sung,
There is no way of checking
the accuracy of this information.
The Polish government prefers
to pass over this part of the af-
fair in silence. It is too embar-
rassed to admit that the masses
consider it a Russian puppet gov-
ernment. The U, 8. State De-
partment and the capitalist press
try to exaggerate and distort this
phage. They see in the nationalist
aspect of the Poznan struggle
their greatest hope for a return
to a capitalist Poland and for a
hase of support to the imperial-
ists in ease of war,

NATIONAL OPPRESSION

It is safe to assume that there
wag a heavy nationalist ingredi:
ent in the Poznan uprising. It
would be unnatural if it weren't
present, Nationalism is nurtured
and spread by national oppres-
sion and Poland has been his-
torically the most abused nation
on the European continent, Prior
to World War I it was divided
between imperial Germany and
Czarist Russia. It was ruled by
foreign appointees who sought to
impose their domination and cul-
ture,

After some 20 years of mation-
hood following World War T
mainly under French hegemony,
Poland ‘was one again divided up.
This time ‘the idivision of the
cotintry was part of the short-
lived deal bhetween [Stalin and
Hitler in September 1939. This
cynical pact between the iSoviet
~dictator and fthe Fascist beast,
was the curtain raiser for 'World
War I1 6f which Poland iwas only
the first vietim. |

But once Hitler attacked the
Soviet Union, -the brief period
when Stalin sought to profit from
Poland’s desperate plight reced-
ed into the background. The na-
tional struggle of the Polish_peo-
ple was directed mainly against
the Nazis. The fierce resistance
struggle continued for five years.
When the Soviet armies sue-
ceeded in turning the fortunes of
war against the Nazis, the Polish
people took heart in these wviec-
teries and intensified their re-
sistance. The Nazis intensified
their repressions.

STALINIST BETRAYAL

.The heroic uprising of the Jew-
ish Ghetto of Warsaw broke out
in April 1943. Almost the entire
Jewish populatoin of Warsaw
was murdered. In the summer of
the following year, as the Soviet
armies approached Warsaw, the
people rose against the Nazis and
engaged considerable forces in 2
long battle for control of the
city.
At this juncture something
péculiar happened. The Soviet
armies instead of pursuing the
retreating Nazi armies suddenly
stopped at the very gates of War-
saw and madé no effort to enter
it until some five months later.
This gave the Nazis the time %o
drown in blood the uprising of
the Polish resistance forces with-
in the city. &
This sudden halt of the Soviet
offénsive was ‘interpreted by the
Polish people ias a deliberate stab
in- the back by Stalinc They cited
such facts as the appeal of the
Soviet radio to the people of
Warsaw to rise up against the
Nazi oppressors. [But when the
people heeded the appeal they
did lhot get the support of the
Soviet @armies. 'On the contrary,
the Kremlin denounced the up-
riging ag ill-timed and vilified the
insurgent niasses as ‘provocateurs.
In his report on Stalin to the
20th Congress, Khrushschev did
speak of Stalin’s crimes in rela-
tion to other nationalities. He
mentioned the banishment of en-
tire nationalities to Siberia, The
assdult on Jewish cultural life
and the murder of its best rep-
resentativées has been admitted
by others. The Kremlin’s criminal
role against the Poles is heing
admittéd only indirectly. The
Warsaw uprising against the
Nazis in the summer of 1944 .is
né longer villified and its sur-
vivers are no longer persecuted.
On the contrary, some kind words
are spoken about them.

The present Polish regime has
beert tfying to unload yet an-

other of Stalin's erimes weighing

heavily upon it. It has been try-
ing to rehabilitate and establish
kinship with the old Communist
Party of Poland which was dis-
banded by Stalin in the late
1930’s,

The Polish Communist Party
had always heen severely per-
secuted by the reactionary Pil-
sudsky government as well as by
his successors, It was compelled
to function underground and
many of its members languished
in jail. When Stalin dissolved it,
at least 7.000 members of the
Polish Communist Party were in
prison and most of the leader-
ship in refuge in the Soviet
Union. ' A

During the Moscow frials the
leaders of the Polish Communist
Party were arrested by [Stalin’s
secrdl police and shot. Among
them were such prominent heroic
fighters as Adolf Warsky, Rosa
Luxemburg’s close collabhorator
and a veteran of 40 years of
struggle.

Even such a man as Julian
Lensky, who faithfully purged
the Trotskyists in the Polish
Communist Party and adhered
strictly to the Stalin line, did not
escape Stalin’s executioners.
Stalin  dissolved the Polish
Communist Party and executed
its leaders under the charge that
the party was “riddled with spies,
Pillsudskyiatis, Trotskyilsts,” efe.
The result was that the old rev-
olutiondary leadership, men of
proven ahbility and standing
among the masses were annihilat-
ed. The new leadership which
arose during the, K years of re-
sistance to the Nazis, either per-
ished im the ill+fated Wiarsaw
uprising or were vilified and per-
secubed.

FACELESS BUREAUCRATS
“Stalin Had finally triumphed.
After the defeat of the Nazis,
Poland remained in the palm of
his hand. He constituted a pup-
pet regime of faceless bureau-
crats and set them up to rule
over the country. He proceeded to
introduce into Poland the Soviet
economic forms. The capitalisis
and the landlords were expropri-
ated, the means of production
were nationalized and planned
economy was introdueed. The so-
cial transformation was accom-
plished by bureaucratic and mil-
itary means,

What is the result?
| The surprise nature of the
Poznan workers’ uprising reveal-
2d once again, this time on Polish
soil, the deep gulf separating the
masses from the governments in
the countries tuled by Stalin’s
heire. The June 1952 days in
East Germany and the June 1956
days in Poznan revealed this
cleavage most dramatically. But
it iy also part of everyday life.
The governments of the self-
styled People’s Democracies, as
that of the Soviet Union itself,
have no real intimate ties with
the masses and are, on the con-
trary, in sharp collision with
them,

demonstrated jthat when chal-
lenged, ithe regime could fall back
only on military force. In the
showdown the government could-
n’t rely on any section of the
population aside from the troops
and secret police to defend it
from the angry masses,

The “unity of the people” the
Stalinist bureauerats always
boast of, and in the name of
which they seek to justify their
totaltiarian regimes, exists in
fact, However, it is not a unity
behind the government but
against it.

WHAT SOCIAL DIRECTION?

The Poznzn and East German
uprisings were explosions which
brought to the surface the deep
hatred for a regime which is alien
to the people. The accumulated
bureaucratic abuse of the masses
over the years has served to unite
the masses in opposition to the
regime. But it still leaves open
the question of the social direc-
tion such insurrectionary move-
ments as Poznan can take once
they succeed in overthrowing the
Stalinist regimes.

Revolutionary socialists have
the deepest attachment to the
economic foundations of present
day Poland. These are the foun-
dations which guarantee the
country’s economic development
and upon which a socialist Po-
land will be built. The founda-
tions must be defended against
the counter-revolutionary schemes
of the imperialists.

Revolutionary socialists have
at the same time been the most
consistent opponents of Stalinist
yule and tireless fighters for
workers’” democracy. They op-
pose Stalinism because it derail-
ed the masses from the forward
march to socialism begun with
the October 1917 Russian Rev-
olution,

The Stalinist bureaucracy which
¢laims to represent the masses in
their march ‘to socialism is in
reality anti-socialist Ito the core.
It fosters linequality; it is anti-
democratic and tyrannical. It has
promoted - Great-Russian nation-
alism and abused 'the mational
aspirations of the many nation-
alities 'within the Soviet orbit.
Stalin’s crimes have given aid
and comfort to world imperial-
ism,

(Capitalist restorationist ele-
ments will of course., seek to
take advantage of any insurec-
tionary movement against the
Stalinist regime. They will try
above all to exploit the natiomal’
feelings of the masses in order to
subjugate them to the imperial-
ists. Revolutionary Socialists do
not close their eyes to this dan-
ger. Socialists champion the le-
gitimate national grievances of
the Polish as well as other op-
pressed people.

BITTER CONTEST

This is the surest way to com-
ibat any attempt to direct the na-
tional feelings of the Polish peo-
ple into the old reactionary

Poznan ' and Fast Germany

course of Pilsudsky’s Poland.

We are hearing a gteat

Montigomery movement, or boy-!
cott mnews has simply been
réported more exftensively as a
result of the inferest created by
Montgiomery is not clear. Proba-
bily it is a little bit of both.

Thie latest boyeott is now taking
place in the British “protectorate’
of niorthern Rhodesta. The African
Negroes there, who outnumber
ithe whites and Imdians by miore
than ten to one, are boyeofhing
European and Indian shopkeepers
to protest rude treatment.

According to Cyril Dvnn, a cor-
resporident - for the London
Observer whose report is re-
printed in the June 22 New York
Herald Tribune; “As a general
rule, African customers are
treated with discourtesy. Some
shops will not even admit them,
but compel them to wait outside
until the shopkeeper can spare
time to go to the door and be
told what they want. At others
there are special hatchés through
which Africans must give their
orders.”

These are the conditions that
are aftacked in the Immediate
demands of the organization
which is leading the bowcofit, the
officiallly unrecogmized Adfrican
Niattiomial Congress.

POLITICAL MOTIVE

“Tt would be naive to sup-
pose,” says Dunn, “that this
widegpread and immensely effec-
tive Hoyeott is mo more than a
consumers campaign of .which
the Africanh Nafional Congmress
has simply assumed the dilee-

thiat the campdign has a political
mbtive too, , .

tiorn. It is reasonable to guess

MASS AFRICAN BOYCOTT
SHAKES BRITISH COLONY

By 1William Bundy

deal more these days about

boycotts by oppressed peoples throughout the world.
Whether the boycotts themselves have been spreading
as a vesult of the success of the®—

ern Rhodesia are among the
most brutally oppressed peoples
on the face of the earth. They
are heavily taxed by a govern-
ment in which they have no voice,
anid whilch does not mile in their
interest. Im omder to pay the
taxes, they are florced to seek
work in the copper mines and
plantiations where they are “held
in a status of temporary inwvolun-
tary servitudle during the period
of their comiwact.” If they break
the comtract, that is quit their
jobss, they are hunted down like
eriminals, jailed and fined. The
miners wages averaged less than
$7 per month in 1953, There is
no indication of subsbantial wage
inereases since then.

The June 30 Pittsburgh Courier
reports that while the boycoti
movement proceeded apace, the
native African Mine- workers
Union called a limited three-day
general wstrike (to protest the
monthly labor contracts.

But the boyeoft movement is
not for a limited perdod of time.
Says Dumm; “The campaign itself,
starting up in one town as it is
closed down in another, has about
it am air of gramd strategy in-
cdonsistent with the limited ob-
jectives openly declared.”

Sitill, the imperialist govern-
mentt has absolutely refused to
recognize the Africans as a
political entity. The white and
Indian traders, suffering heavy
financial losses, hawve demanded
that the govermment disarm all
Afvicams  (the carnying of
weapons as protection against
willd beasts is common) in prepa-
nation for a campaign of violent
repression of the boyecott mowve-

1 The niitive Afeicarns of North-

menit. v

ROSA LUXEMBURG (1871-
1919) was the founder of the
Polish Marxist movement and
a leading figure in the left
wing of the Second Interna-
tional. Her elose collaborator,
Adolf Warsky, was murdered
by Stalin during the Moscow
Trials along with the. entire
Central Committee of ‘the Polish
Communist Party.

There will no doubt be a bitter
contest between the genuine rev-
olutionists and reactionaries for
influence over the masses. The
final outcome will be determin-
ed in the struggle itself,

In favor of a revolutionary
outcome is the fact that meither
capitalist mor Stalinist reaction
could afford the Poles’ mational
independence. A solution of 'the
national question for Poland .as
all jother icountries lies only on
the socialist road. _
iOne thing is certain. The pres-

The Role of the National Question in Poland

ent situation cannot endure. The
discredited bureaucracy cannot
leng remain in power. It's at-
tempts to gain support by re-
nouncing Stalin serves only to
direct attention to it’s own com-
plicity in Stalin’s erimes. For
Poland to be assured of a so-
cialist future, the working mass-
e¢s must come to power in their
own name and in pursuit of thedr
own interest .

Poznan was g beginning stage
of this struggle. It served to re-
veal all the component parts of
the social conflict in Poland as
well as internationally, It served
to reveal the power of the work=
ers’ resistance to the bureaucracy
as well as its weaknesses. Above
all Poznan, like East Germany
three years earlier, revealed the
unpostponable need for a work-
ers’ vanguard panty.

The Stalinists destroyed the
old whorkers’ parties. In their
place there is only one party—
the party of the bureaucracy.
Stalinist terror has prevented so
far the emergence of Marxist
parties, But the revolutionary
resurgence the countries of the
Soviet orbit are now experienc-
ing offers the greatest oppor=
tunity yet for the speedy re~
emergence of Bolshevik parties.

Thils ts the next indispensable
step to assure that the gtruggle
against the bureaueracy will sue-
ceed and at the same time guar~
antee the defeat of the imperial-
ist attempts bo exploit the work-
ers’ mass resistance for reac-
tionary ends.

World

Events

BRITISH AUTO LAYOFFS
have resulted in a strike eall
against Britain’s largest auto
manufacturer, the British Motor
Corporation. Four hundred auto
union stewards demonstrated
outside the House of Commons
July 9 calling for a strike against
the whole motor car industry.
A promise to support the strike
against British Motors, which
laid off 6,000 of its 55,000 work-
ers on two days notice, came
from the large Trandport and
General Workers Union.
= % ®
INFLATION IN BRAZIL was,
protested July 6 by 150,000 work-
ers. in. Brazil’s southernmost state
when they walked out in a 24-
hour strike with the demand
that their $22 a month wages
be raised to $44. They had been
granted 2,700 ¢ruzeiros ($34).
However, the workers_ declare
that the inflationary Spiral is
moving upward even before the
new salaries go into effect. A
Rio de Janeiro mnewspaper said
that a family of five needed
about 4,500 to live, and conclud-
ed that in the capital of Brazil
one lived “on stubbornness, ac-
cumulating hungers, debts and
unsatisfied necessities.”
E I
FRANCO’'S MINISTER OF
LABOR, Jose A. Giron, promised
the Spanish workers a wage in-
crease by fall. In a widely pub=
licized speech July 8, he took
what the New York Times called
“3 surprisingly realistic approach
to the problem.” He advised the
six million workers in the gov-
ernment-controlled “unions” to
seek the advice of the former
leaders of the left-wing union
organizations outlawed by the
fascist regime. “Those men,”
the Minister said, “the natural
leaders of the workers in their
communities. . . have the key
to many solutions.” These wun-
precedented remarks were re-
garded by close observors as ef-
forts of the Franco regime to
conciliate the turbulent workers
movement which recently has
waged illegal strike struggles in
protest against inadequate wage
concessions by ‘tho: government,
®

A GENERAL STRIKE in Cal-
cutta tied up the Indian seaport
for ten hours July 7 in support
of a demand that state lines
be redrawn to unite the two
sections of West Bengal, where
Calcutta is the dominating eity.
This would require conceding a
part of the state of Bihar and
Calcutta workers demand that
this be arranged by the govern-
ments of the two states on the
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basizs of language and cultural
affinities. Prime Minister Nehru
has been’ attempting to weaken
the political power of the work-
ing class by a process of gerry~
mandering the state lines. Thig
has resulted in the outburst of
political strikes during the last
year in all parts of India.

* % %
THE SOVIET UNION’S edo-
nomic output, together with that
of the East European states,
will forge ahead of Western
Furope’s within the mnext two
decades at the present rate of
growth. This prediction was madae
by Robert R. Bowie, Assistant
‘Secretary of State, July 10, at
a New Jersey meeting of Soviet
and American bankers. Bowie
declared that the Soviet leader-
ship was “clearly counting on
this material progress to shift
the balance of power in the
world.”

2 & x
AN  AFRICAN-LANGUAGE
newspaper in Kampala, Uganda,
has been charged with “sedition”
by the British colonial govern-
ment and a wave of prosecutions
has followed in an attempt to
hold back Uganda’s burning de~
sire for self-government. The
newspaper, Gambuze, (freely
translated “The Answer”) was
fined for quoting, “All of us
should strike for self-govern-~
ment, Foreigners pack up and go
home. The people of TUganda
should unite to clamor for self-
government and if we are to die
then we shall die until we are
exterminated.” Another papery
the Uganda Post, paid a fine
for.pri.nting a letter with ref-
erences to “racial diserimina=
tion, being made to work like
slaves and being, cheated in a
cunning manner,”
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The world-wide effects of the re-entry
of the Russiah workers on the political

“scene are just beginning to be felt in the
United States.. '
Khrushchev, Stalin's successor, only

opened the door to criticism of the dead
tyrant so the Russian hureaucrats could
get the masses off their necks, but the
workers stepped in and tore the door off
its hinges.

The result has been exposes, admissions
and confessions that have shaken up,the
Communist parties throughout the world.

American Communists are no exception.
After they recovered from the first shock
of seeing the horns beneath Stalin’s halo,
many began to try to understand how
they could have accepted so much on faith
instead of testing the party’s policies by
scientific socialist standards.

' Now, the more thoughtful are re-
evaluating past positions and actions of
the party on American issues, as well as
Russian and international questions.

" One phase of the struggle against capital-
ism that requires careful re-examination
is the Communist Party line on the Negro
question. The whole history of the party’s
policies must now be reviewed from the
standpoint of whether they were based on
the needs and aspirations of the Negro
struggle and the relationships of class
forces, or on the needs of the Stalinist
bureaucracy.

Was the slogan of “self-determination
for the Negroes in the Black Belt” of the
South and a Negro state in America valid,

The Negro Struggle

By Jean Blake
Communist Party on

the Negro Question

or was it a mechanical application of the
demand of oppressed mnationalities in
Europe to this continent?

More important from the point of view
of learning from past mistakes in order
not to repeat them: were the policies of
building or destroying a whole series of
Negro struggle organizations designed to
strengthen the Negro movement against
Jim Crow, or to use it as a pawn in the
bargaining between Moscow and Wall
Street? ;

Was it correct to dissolve the old Negro
Defense League in 1938-397 To attack the
March on Washington Movement in 19417
To condemn Negroes and the Socialist
Workers Party for vigorously pressing
the fight against Jim Crow during World
War 117

Is it correct to advocate support of the
Democratic Party of Eastland and Steven-
son in 19567 Is this policy of class-col-
laboration going to advance the Negro
struggle, or progress, or socialism one bit
more than support of the other party of
Big Business, the Republicans?

Negro Communists in particular, who
have felt and expressed the conflict be-
tween ‘the party line of supporting the
Democratic Party, and the burning need
to call for denunciation of both Jim Crow
parties and formation of an independent
labor party, should speak up.

It is not too late to rectify the current
mistake, to adopt a principled position on
political action in 1956.

“Crowded

There are 500,000 Puerto Ricans living
in New York — most of them in over-
crowded slums, exploited by landlords who
cash in on prejudice since prejudice makes
it tough for Puerto Ricans to find
adequate apartments at reasonable prices.
In New York discrimination against Puerto
‘Ricans is as burning a problem as the
Negro question, the struggle for the
rights of Puerto Ricans as important as
the struggle for the rights of the Negro.

“Crowded Paradise” is an independently
produced motion picture about Puerto
Ricans in New York and their enemies.
Directed by Fred Pressburger, it was
filmed on location in San Juan, Puerto

' Rico, and in New York, It is a good picture

with fine performances by Hume Cronyn,
Mario Aleade, Enid Rudd, Nancy Kelly,
Frank , Silvera — the story of a young
Puerto Rican mechanic coming to New
York in order to marry his fiancee arfd to
make a living. We see him experience
widespread discrimination and even a cer-
tain prejudice of his fiancee’s father, a
long-time Puerto Rican resident of New
York, who is proud of the position he has
conquered in 20 years of hard work and
looks down on the newcomer, It is also the
story of a janitor, an ex-con who hates
Puerto Ricans and is linked to a racket
dealing in Puerto Rican birth certificates.

How often do we hear people say: ‘“This
neighborhood is getting real bad with all
those Puerto Ricans moving in!" A ma-
jority of the persons who say so does not

By Trent Hutter

Paradise™

even belong to the upper class, but to the
petty-bourgeoisie who desperately try to
keep up their bourgeois front and group
cohesion and are afraid to be sybmerged
by a proletarian wave; while some other
Puerto Rican-haters — like the janitor in
“Crowded Paradise” — are neurotics and
degenerates suffering from an inferiority
complex and glad to find a group they
think they can look down upon.

In my opinion the only gquestionable
point in “Crowded Paradise” is the role
of the police. The police officer in this
picture wants to help Puerto Ricans as
much as he can. He shows genuine under-
standing and friendliness. Let us grant
that there are a few police officers like
him, but they are not typical: the New
York police are not the Puerto Rican’s
friend !

Yet, as I said before, it is a good pie-
ture. I wanted to find out how accurate a
portrait of the Puerto Rican’s life and
problems in New York it is and asked a
Puerto Rican what she thought about
“Crowded Paradise” after she had seen it.
“It is true,” she replied. “Things really are
like that. It’s a very fine picture.”

I hope many people are going to see
“Crowded Paradise” and to do some serious
thinking about diserimination — especially
those who like to affirm their belief in
equality and civil rights, but who, the
very next moment, tell you: “This neigh-
borhood is getting real bad with all those
Puerto Ricans moving in!”

Right now there are around 500 young
people between the ages of 16 and 21
“detained” in New York City jails, accord-
ing to a report by Gertrude Samuels in the
New York Times. They are notl prisoners,
although they wear prison clothing and
live 'in heavily barred six-by-eight foot
cells, frequently in the same cell hlock
with adult criminals. Young girls are sent
to the Women’s House of Detention where
they share cells with convicted prostitutes
and narcotics pushers.

These youngsters may be awaiting trial,
or a court transfer, or a formal complaint
from the injured party. A judge may be
investigating their cases. Sometimes the
youth’s crime is homelessness, and the
only spot for him while waiting for “place-
ment” is the city jail.

One reason for detention is that some
judges feel sending these boys to jail for
a few days will “do them good.” It’s an
obvious violation of their constitutional
rights, but the Times points out that most
of them come from “the city poor” and
can’t afford a lawyer.

The courts are slow, and a great many
delays occeur because the staff is too small
to take care of investigations and paper
work. There are fifteen different courts
that deal with youth problems, and each
judge decides for himself whether a youth
will be treated as a eriminal or non-criminal
offender. The tough type like Judge
Samuel Leibowitz considers it “soft-headed
inganity” to classify vouth as such just
because of their age. “Many are punks . . .
who can give older eriminals hearts and
spades in this business.”

Youth in Jail

" By Joyee Cowley

Other judges use high bail as a form
of punishment. The working-class youth
generally can’t raise the money, so he has
to stay in jail while he waits for trial. One
boy of 17, deserted by his parents, was
supporting himself at a $40-a-week job.
He was arrested for going through a sub-
way turnstile without paying. He couldn’t
raise bail and waited 25 days for trial. He
was dismissed with a warning, but of
course his job was gone.

The majority of these young people
wind up in jail because there's no other
place to put them. There are no shelters,
vouth hostels or homes. Social service
agencies already have more cases than
they ean handle and nobody wants to
board youngsters accused of crime or
prostitution. According to Mayor Wagner:
“The judges themselves, to my know-
ledge, haven’t asked for new buildings or
demanded shelters for this group.” Money
has been allocated.in the 1956 budget to
start surveying and aequiring land for

_ shelters but the Mayor concedes that this

will take many years.

In the meantime, when the Youth Court
Act goes into effect next February and
youth cases are consolidated in the County
Courts, the court calendars will be even
more crowded and “justice” will move
even more slowly than in the past. There
will be hundreds of boys like Robert, who
gpent 65 days waiting for his case to come
to trial. But then, as Robert himself. ad-
mitted, the time in jail was not entirely
wasted. He said that while he was there
he “learned an awful lot about how to
commit crimes better.”
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[We publish below excerpis of
the speech made by Clifford T.
McAvoy, former ALP candidate
for mayor of New York, at the
Brooklyn Cempass Club sym-
posium, June 24. The symposium
topic was: Working Class Pol-
icy in the 1956 Elections. Other
speakers were: Farrell Dobbs,
presidential candidate of the So-
cialist Workers Party, W.E.B.
Du Bois, historian and educator
and David Goldway, executive
secretary of the Jefferson School.
In the last two issues of the
Militant we published the speech-
es of Farrell Dobbs and David
Goldway.] .

By Clifford T. McAvoy

. .. It is my conviction today,
as it was in 1936 when I was one
of ihe founding members of the
American Labor Party, that la-
bor must have its own party, that
there is Mneo possibility in any
ultimate sense, of labor obtain-
ing any goal by supporting can-
didalles of either the Republican
or the Democratic Party. I say
this not jas < theoretician, be-
cause 1 don't consider myself a
theoretician. In Ifact T should
probably plead guilty %o being
somewhat of a pragmatist in ithe
field of political action. I have
had some ten years of experi-
ence @as a vice-chairman of the
CIO Political Action Committee,
duties which consisted of going
from state to slate, city to city
and county to county building
political action committees in lo-
cal mnions, infernational unions
on a state jand county level. And
in trying %o interest the workers
first of all in taking an active
part in [politics of any kind,
whether capitalist or socialist.

Now I approach this guestion
of working eclass policy in the
1956 elections from the other end
from which Mr. Dobbs approach-
ed it. I believe he approached it
from the theoretical end and in-
sofar as he spoke from theory I
think he is entirely correct. But
in speaking from the practical
side of it 1 would first start with
issues.

What can labor do, what can
any American do in the 1956
elections to advance the cause of
peace. When I say peace I don’t
mean static peace, the kind of
peace which exists mow between
the United States and the So-
viet Union, but a constructive
peace which includes the ex-
change of delegations on every
level—of workers, of farmers, of
musicians, actors and actresses,
authors and all other possible
phases of life in both the Soviet
Union and the United States. A
constructive interrelationship be-

tries in the world. Because I
think there ecan be no peaceful
coexistence unless it includes
that kind of approach.

VOTE FOR DOBBS
Is there any candidate now on

nated by either the Democratie
or Republican parties who has

tionship between the
States and the Soviet Union?
Of course the question answers
itself. For that reason I per-

elections. [Applause]

1 do so even though 1 dis-
agree with the foreign policy
platform of the Socialist Work-
ers Party. I believe in peaceful
cooxistence, as I have tried to
describe it to you—a constructive
peaceful coexistence of a long
lasting interrelationship between
the two countries, With peace-
ful competition in the economic
field as well as the cultural field.
Because I believe fundamentally
in socialism I have no doubt as
to the final outcome of such
peaceful competition.

But first of all we must at-
tain a situation where such com-
petition is possible. And the first
step in that direction is of course
a mubltilateral, that is universal
disarmament of all the countries
of the world, with the abolition
of nuclear weapons, the abolition
of the H-bomb, the A-bomb and
of all types of nuclear weapons
by both the Soviet Union and
the United States and all of the
other Jesser countries through
the United Nations. [Applause]

The second greatest issue, on
which of course peace depends
and .all other issues depend, is
the issue of civil liberties, the
issue here in ‘America ‘of the Bill
of Rights of the Unilted States
Constitution. . . I don't believe
that any one of us should sup-
port any candidate for Congress
il he does mot take an unequivocal
position on the Bill of Rights,
and fthat means complete free-
dom of speech, freedom of
thought, freedom of association,
freedom of imeeting for every
single political position now rep-
resented in the United States—
of course first wof all the Com-
munist [Party because that is the
most persecuted party in the Uni-

tween the two greatest coun-

the horizon or likely to be nomi-

any such approach to the rela-
United

sonally shall cast my vote for
the candidate on the Socialist
Workers Party ticket in the 1956

ted States at the present time,
and including every other sin-
gle political pparty in the United
States.

Now there are very few con-
gressmen that I have run aecross,
and I've had a considerable asso-
ciation with congressmen for
some 15 years, who take that un-
equivocal position of full sup-
port of the Bill of Rights with
full freedom for political opin-
ion for every political party.
Where there is a congressman
who has the courage of his con-
victions to take such a position,
then I don’t think we should be
doctrinaire and refuse to sup-
port such a congressman if he
happens to be rumning on the
Democratic ficket or the Repub-
lican ticket. But I certainly would
not advocate coalition with a
congressional candidate on the
Democratic ticket who supports
the Humphrey Act, the Commu-
nist Control Aect, who supports
the MecCarran Subversive Activi-
ties Control Act, who supports
the McCarran-Walter Immigna-
tion Act. I would demand an un-
equivocal opinion on the part of
every candidate for Congress in
New York City [Applause] be-

port whatsoever. Because moth-
ing can be more fundamental
than 'the Bill of Rights to the
Constitution. 'What could possi-
bly be more American than that?

And then of course the gread
question of ecivil rights, It's very
difficult to say which of these
questions comes first. Peace I
think must come first bécause on
that depends our existence or
our annihilation. And civil lib-
erties should probably come next
because without the freedom of
advocacy, nothing can change in
this country and the monopolists
can continue to perpetuate the
situation as it is today. But cer-
tainly right behind those two
great questions. comes the ques-
tion of civil rights which is also
a constitutional question.

COALITION WITH
EASTLAND?

How can we support any po-
litical party which has as the
Chairman of the Senate Judiciary
Committee the unspeakable Sen-
ator Bastland of Mississippi, one
of the leading members of the
Democratic Party in this coun-
try. [Applause] How can we ad-
vocate coalition with such a paxty

fore 1 would give him any sup-

when it’s perfectly obvious to

any realistic student of political
affairg that the most progressive,
if one can 'use that term in con-
nection with these gentlemen, of
the delegates to the Democratic
convention will at best advocate
appeasement of the Dixiecratwing
of that party., There is no cause
in the United States today more
holy to the realization of Amer-
ican ideals than absolute first
class citizenghip without any
qualifications whatsoever for the
Negro people and the Puerto
Rican people and people of all
the minority groups. [Applause]
And we should demand of a
candidate for Congress or for the
State Assembly or State Senate,
whether he be on the Republican
or Democratic ticket, again an
unqualified, an unqualified sup-
port of the militant, brave and
courageous fight of the people of
Montgomery for first class citi-
zenship in Montgomery, Alaba-
ma; for complete, unqgualified
support for carrying out in acts
the desegregation decision of the
Supreme Court with respect to
the public schools, and the
schools and colleges of the na-
tion, and to an end of discrimina-

McAvoy’s Speech at Brooklyn Symposium

to go down to Montgomery, Ala-
bama. . ,

Now, I don’t think it's too late
to begin the building of the la-
bor party. . . In my opinion his-
tory will show that one of the
greatest mistakes that was made
by the radical mavement in the
last 20 years was the deliberate
and conscious liquidation of the
American Labor Party by prob-
ably a majority of the present
members of that party when the
need for an independent political
party, when the need for an in-
dependent labor party was never
greater than it is today. ..

What can we do then between
now and November, 19567 Well
I fthink most of us regardless of
what political parties 'we now be-
long to should begin to initiate
discussions of this kind. And 1
think the Brooklyn «Compass
Club, as my colleagues thave said,
deserves the highest credit for
initiatting this kind of discussion.
It is a matter of great regret to
me; it's a matter of sorrow, that
all four of us here tonight, al-
though we have differences, are
not all fighting in the same
party to build an independent
American Labor Socialist Party.

tion of all kinds right here in
our own city, without bothering

[Applause]

STEPPED UP

date represent but 41-percent of
the goal.

During the past several weeks
the rate of contributions has
stepped up. Needless to say, if
the quota is to be completed on
schedule this process must be
accelerated even more sharply.
With one month to go in the
drive, every supporter of the
Fund will really have to pitch
in to make up for the slow start.

Throughout the history of our
movement, the publications pro-
gram has always been of pri-
mary importance. Over the years
we have continually strained our
financial and technical resources
to publish and circulate the wri-
tings of the great Marxist think-
ers. By this process we have
built up an impressive body of
literature embodying the teach-
ings of Trotsky, Marx, Engels
and Lenin.

We have had virtually the sole
responsibility for making avail-
able the writings of Trotsky,
and in actuality we have never
been able to fully meet the de-
mands for his works. A whole
series of his writings have been
long out of print and have long
commanded top prices from out-
ofprint dealers when awailable,

In assuming the obligation for
the continued circulation of Trot-
sky’s works, we have helped to
meet a need not only in the U.S,,
but throughout the English»
speaking world. Marxists in other
countries have engaged in simi-
lar publishing programs and we
have always co-operated with
them on this. But while our own
financial resources are meager
they are even more so in other
English-speaking countries, and
that has meant a special obliga-
tion for us in this historic work.

Today, with the great discus-
sion in the ranks of the Com-
munist Party and the  radical
movement generally as a result
of the new revolutionary develop-
ments in the Soviet orbit the
requests for Trotsky’s works has
sharply increased, YFrom every
part of the country and from
abroad comes reports of mem-
bers and supporters of the Com-
munist Party npow turning to
Trotsky in their search for a
Marxist explanation of the de-
generation of the Soviet Union,

We are now expending a maxi-
mum effott to make available
again the many works of Trot-
sky which are indispensable for
the present discussion, and are
using every means at our dis-
posal to do so as quickly as pos-
sible. We have reprinted already
his pamphlet on the Kirov As-
sassination. We made available
through the pages of The Mili-
tant the chapter from The Revo-
lution Betrayed on Socialism and
the State, while working on plans
to re-issue the book itself.
When we launched the current
publications fund two months ago
the special need for a stepped-
up publications program was un-
derstood by all. Each day that
has passed since that time has
underscored the urgency of this
project. And that means of course
the special need to complete the
fund drive in full and on time.
Correspondence from through-
out the c¢ountry indicates that
the lag in payments arises from
a variety of individual difficul-
ties and not from any lack of
enthusiasm for the project. We

NEEDED ON FUND DRIVE

As our scoreboard shows, payments to the Socialist
Publication Campaign Fund
schedule. With the drive two-thirds over, collections to

PAYMENTS

is substantially behind
—
past, such difficulties will be
surmounted and that the entire
fund will be collected by the
August 15 deadline.

‘t'his contidence was boosted
this week when a good friend
from Conneeticut came into our
office for a visit this week and
left $50 for the fund with the
explanation that while we do not
at present have an organized
group in his area, the support-
ers of our movement there un-
dersgtand the special need for
financial ammunition today and
are intent on doing their share
to help provide it.

City Quota Paid Percent
Allentown $ 85.00 § 60.00 T0%
Twin -Cilties 1,320.00 822,00 62
Chicago 1,560.00 1,064.60 61
Cleveland 350.00 210.00 60
San Framcisco 650.00 365.00 56
Detroit 825.00 450.00 65
Los Angeles 3.300.00 1,477.00 45
Youngstown 250.00 100.00 40
Milwaukee 250.00 102.00 40
Newark 200.00 63.00 a1
New York 4,000.00 1,239.00 31
St. Louis 85.00 25.00 29
Seattle 300.00 85.00 28
Buffale 1,760.00 500.00 28
Boston 500.00 85,00 17
Philadelphia 400.00 52,00 13
Oakland 200.00 _— -
Akron 140,00 _ —
General 80.00

Totals $16,175.00 $6,770,50 41%

the so-called “security” program
of the Federal govefnment. De-
spite the fact that the Commit-
tee, headed by the eorporation
lawyer, Dudley B. Bonsal, ac-
cepts completely the false prem-
ise of the security program —
that the U.S. suffers danger of
subversion from an international
aggressor — the report is a tell-
ing indictment of the abuse of
power by both Democratic and
Republican administrations since
before World War II — an abuse
that has been steadily growing.

The report claims that 25,000
Federal and private employes
have been put under a cloud by
the security “risk” program. It
proposes a 756% reduction of the
numbers of employes dovered by
the “risk” program, limiting
screening processes to employes
in actually sensitive jobs. Among
other categories the committee
proposes to eliminate altogether
maritime screening, ending the
existence of the Port Security
Program,

COLE CASE DECISION
Earlier, June 11, the U.S, Su-
preme Court ruled that the Ei-
senhower administration had ex-
ceeded its authority by submit-
ting “non-gensitive” federal em-
ployes to security screening. In
the case of Kendrick M. Cole the
eourt declared that congress in-
tended to cover jobs only “di-
rectly concerned with the na-
tion’s safety.” TU.S. Attorney
General Herbert Brownell in the
meantime is currently attempt-
ing. to hold on to his witch-hunt
powers by pushing legislation
through Congress which would
nullify the effect of the Court’s
decision.

Among some of the recom-
mendations of the New York
Bar Committee are: continuing

F—————1%
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pay of employes under suspen-
sion; the power to subpoena
both Government and defense
witnesses; payment of lawyer's
fees for those accused who are
cleared; abolition of the Attor-
ney General's subversive list un-
less reduced to those organiza-
tions that have beem given a
hearing and then to specify that
individuals are not proven guilty
by membership alone.

Were these recommendations
to be accepted by the Eisenhow-
er administration, the witch-
hunt would be seriously curtailed

regain some of their traditional
liberties. So far the wvoice of
the New York Bar Association
is only one more expression of
the growing popular demand for
an end to the persecution of
people for their political ideas.

CONCERN FOR WORLD
OPINION

It is interesting to note that
prominent among the considera-
tions of the lawyers’ Committee
is its concern for the appearance
of U.S. liberty abroad. Liberty
must be upheld not only here,

and the American people would

Abuses

the report says, but as “a con-
tinuing appeal to the oppressed
in every land.” Just as the Big
Business rulers of this country
are embarrassed by the specter
of Jim Crow when they face the
insurgent people in the eolonial
world, so these Big Business legal
|advisors are embarrassed by the
| destruction of civil liberties at
home when they are trying to
appear as the champions of
democracy abroad.

In moderate conservative lan=
guage the report charged that
the administration of the secur-
ity program had slowed scienti.
| fic and technological advance«
ment, hurt the reputation of the
U.S. abroad, injured employes’
morale and blunted “our national
concern with freedom of speech
'and fair hearings, although that
is clearly on the rise again.”

These lawyers, who know the
extent of the violation of consti-
tutional rights that is involved
in the witch hunt, are reluctant
to propose the full restoration of
civil liberties. They confine their
attack on the government “risk”
program to the more obvious
abuses, It will take an aroused
labor movement to end the police
powers grabbed up by the capi-
talist politicians by eliminating
altogether the dictatorial insti-
tution of a “subversive” list.

Detroit Fri. Night
Socialist Forum

®
Fri. July 13: - No Forum
®
Friday July 20 — 8 P. M.
Hear

Rita Shaw

Socialist Workers Party
candidate for govermor
of Michigan

“Can the Democratic
Party Be Reformed?”

Hear why the Democrats
cannof solve the economic amd
social problems of the workers

are confident that, as in the

3737 Woodward, 2nd Floor

NEW YORK

HEAR

Myra Tanner
Weiss

SWP Candidate
for
Vice-President

“America’s Road

To Socialism —

Class Struggle or
Class Collaboration?”

I Questions and Discussion
Fri.,, July 20 — 8:30 P. M.
Adelphi Hall
74 Fifth Ave. (near 14th St.)

Followed by Open House
at 116 University Place

_

)

Bar Association Report
Rips “Security”

By Shirley Clark

.The conservative New York Bar Association through
its nine-member Special Committee on the Federal Loyalty-
Security Program July 8 published its 301-page report on
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