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Cops Violently Attack Westinghouse Pickets

Killed,

8 Hurt,

89 Arrested at
Columbus, Ohio

By Art Sharon
NEW YORK, Jan. 4 — Columbus, Ohio police staged

a savage assault at dawn yesterday on the mass picket

line of the Westinghouse workers. One young union man,

Troy Tadlock, 34, died after being &

worked over by the cops. Eight
others were injured. Eighty-nine
were jailed.

Yesterday's police attack cli-
maxes the vicious strikebreaking,
union - busting campaign of the
Westinghouse Corporation in this
80-day strike. The corporation has
gone all out to get a back-to-work
movement started.

Many of these strikers are
young workers. They are ex-
periencing for the first time ir
their lives a brutal strikebreaking
campaign the likes of which has
not been seen since the 1930's
They are getting a concentratec
education in the class struggle
The vapid speeches they have
heard from their leaders about
class peace and Jabor-manage-
ment “harmony” didn't help tc
prepare them for the clubs of the
cops that came down on their
heads on Tuesday morning.

EXPERIENCE TEACHES

The strikers have seen how
quickly the courts gave anti
picket injunetions at the request
of Westinghouse attorneys. They
have seen how the company was
able to mobilize the eclergy
propose a holy election outside of
the wumion on a back-to-work
proposition.

Théy weren’t fooled by the com-
pany’s pretense of a kindly heart
when it offered the strikers s
$100 loan for the holidays. And
they got a big laugh out of the

wanted to save the umion from
itself.

And now they see how ready
the company is to maim and kill
in its effort to break the strike.

At issue in the struggle is the
demand of the corporation for
complete  freedom in  setting
production standards and speedup
with the union tied down in o
ve-year contract. To accept this
Westinghouse demand would mear
the end of the union and virtual
slavery. The strikers know this.

FIRST BIG TEST .

This. strike is the first really
serious test the union has had
since its earliest foundation. The
ranks show militancy and te-
nacity. But the union leadership
can think of nothing better than
"o beg for Federal intervention
and mediation.

Federal intervention came Dec.
20 when U.S. Attorney General
Brownell moved to de-centify the
United Electrical Workers repre-
senting 10,500 of the 56,000 work-
s on strike. In the very midst of
the strike he cited the UE as =a
‘communist front.,” So far IUF
‘saders have remained silend o3

‘his  government strikebreaking
move. ’
The Westinghouse strike 1

learly a challenge to the entire
labor movement. The full strength
of the mewly unified federation,
the AFL-CIO, must be brought to
hear againsi this union-busting
irive in a major section of Amer-

company propaganda that it

ican industry.

Strikers Get Food

East Pittshurgh Westinghouse Local 601, IUE, distributes
Christmas baskets of feood to its members who have been on

strike since Oct. 17. The union

denounced a company offer of

$100 Christmas loans to the strikers as a bribe. Union ranks
remained solid despite the bleak holidays.

New Racist

Federation

Launched by Eastland

By Harry Ring

Rallied by race-baiting,
Eastland (D-Miss.),

gathered in Memphis, Ga

ended Dee. 28, to establish a na-®

tional organization to fight the
demand of the Negro people for
equality and what they consider
other “efforts to destroy the
Constitution.” The new organi-
zation known as the Federation
for Constitutional Government
has alreadyv established relations
with two fascist oulfits operat-
ing out of New York.

Eastland called on the assem-
bled delegates to *“fight the (U.
S. Supreme) Court, fight the
CIO, fight the NAACP and fight
all conscienceless pressure groups
who are attempling our destrue-
tion.”

The organization will co-ordi-
nate the activities of such gangs
as the White Citizens Councils of
Mississippi and the States Rights
Council of Georgin. On its 100-
man advisory board are two
U.S. senators, six representa-
tives; one governor and four ex-
governors, The federation is tak-
ing its first steps northward
through Merwin Hart’s National
Economic Council and  Fdward
Rumley’s Committee for Consti-
tutional Government.

Jew-baiter Ilart, a propagan-
dist for Franco and supporter of
American fascist Gerald L. K.
Smith, has been a voecal sup-
porter of Senator McCarthy.
Rumley once boasted that eight-
to-ten million pieces of his hale
literature had been mailed out
free over a fouwr-year pemod um-
der Congressional frank,

witeh-hunting Senator John

delegates from 12 Southern states
.. in a conference

which

racist federation is not confining
itself solely to the fight to pre-
gserve Jim Crow., He told the
delegates, “Our organization
will car*y on its banner the slo-
gan of free enterprise, and we
will fight those organizations
who attempt with much success
to socialize industry and the
great medical ]Jmfcwion of this
country.. This will give us re-
aruits and add to our strength
in the North and Wekt.”

Full-time director of the or-
ganization is John Barr, a New
Orleans industrialist. and former
director of the NAM. Barr says
he iz “definitely” in agreement
with the racist and anti-labor
views of Hart and Rumley and
considers them *“high-type peo-
ple.” “There are no ifs and ands
abont those organizations,” he
added.

With the formation of the new
racist Tederation Eastland is now
stepping up his two-pronged at-
fack on Jlabor and the Negro
people. As chairman of the Sen-
ate sub-committee on Internal
Seeurity, Eastland has been
hammering away at Lhe eivil
libertics of the American peo-
ple. He now symbolizes the in-
dissoluble link between the as-
sault on the civil rights of the
Negro people and the eivil lib-
erties of the country as a whole.

ATTACK ON FREE PRESS

l'm weeky Iastland’s Senate
laying the

Eastland made clear that his
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VA “Charges”
Kutcher Defended
Smith Act Victims

One of the accusations hurled
by . H. Moss, the VA's inquisitor
al the Kutcher hearing on Dec, 30
was that Kutcher had protested
the Smith Act prosecution and
~onviction of Communist Party
Evidently Moss believed
that this was “evidence” that Kut-
‘her had rendered “assistance to
the enemy” and was guilly of

teaders,

“treason.”

This charge lays the basis for a
frame-up. within a frame-up. For
implied in the accusation is (1)
that the . Smith Aect vietims are
euilty of treason and (2) that

Kuteher was defending their
alleged acts of treason,
SMITH ACT DENOUNCED

But the Stalinists were not

prosecuted under a (reason sta-
tute. It was for advecating poli-
tical ideas that they were brought
to trial under the Smith Aect of
1940 which was first used against
the SWP in 1941, This act hus.

been repeatedly denounced by the

AFL and CIO as an infringements
of the U.S. Comstitution’s free
speech amendment.

And Kutcher, despite irreconcil-
able political disagreement with

the Stalinist program, upheld the
right of the CP to present this
program to the American workers
without government interference,

Ironically, the two specific in-
stances Moss singled out from
Kutcher's seven - year record of
support for the civil Hberties of
the CP concerned letters he had
wiitten, defending himself againsi
Stalinist slanders. During the
first years of the Kutcher case,
the Stalinists refused to support
his fight, elaiming it was not @
bona fide civil libertics struggle.
They claimed that he and the
Socialist Workers Party were
“red baiters” and “fascists.” In
two letters published in the Mili-
rant. in April and August 1949,
Kuteher nailed these lies. To the
Stalinist line of no support to the
rights of working class opponents
of the CP he counterposed the
SWP program of united defense
of all witeh-huni wictims.

In the past year, a considerable
number of prominent liberals, in-
cluding Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelf
came out in defense of all Smith
Act victims. Their stand was
similar to the one advanced by
Kutcher and the SWP since 1940,
when the Smith Aet proseeution
of Stalinisis hegan.

It is this growing movement
for civil liberties that Moss and
other government wilch hunters
are aiming at with the formula
they began to advance in the Kut-
cher hearing that opposition to
the Smith Act is tantamouni to
“treason.”

Kutcher’s Fight for His Job

S

James Kutcher is shown above with some of his early defenders in 1949 at

of Congregation B'nai David.

a hbanquet in
Detroit. Left to right are: Gus Scholle, then pres. of Mich. CIQ Council; James Edwards, trustee
sec. of Calvery Baptist Church; Kuicher; George Novack, nat’l sec. nf Kutcher committee; Al
Barbour, then sec. of Wayne County and Greater Detroit CI() Council; and Rabbi Joshua Sperka

America

portani victory against the

last week when they forced the Veterans
Administration to open the Dec. 30 Kut-
cher pension hearing to the press. For the
first time the government inquisitors were
compelled to allow the country to view
what goes on behind the doors of these
star-chamber sessions where the thought-
control engineers construet their frame-

ups.

The unprecedented wave of shock, dis-
belief and horror of the American people
at the news of the VA’s move to cut off
the pension of the legless veteran of World
War II because of his socialist political
opinions accounts for this breach in the
secret operations of the High Priests of the

Witech Hunt.

Thus, a new precedent has
lished which must be made the rule: NO
MORE STAR CHAMBER HEARINGS!

This principle will have to be
bitter struggle.

What did the American people see when
they dragged the VA witch hunt into the

light of day?
They saw the chairman of

a creature of the witch hunt, Peyton H.
Moss, telling Kutcher thai while he was
accused of “aiding the enemies of the
United States™ (a charge of treason), and
while the VA would cut off Kutcher's only
means of livelihood unless he eould prove
himself innocent te their satisfaction, he
would not be allowed to face any of his

accusers!

At a Star'

The American people scored an

!
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Got lts First Look
hamber Hearing

An Editorial
im-
witch hunt

They refused to produce a single witness
from their stable of faceless informers and
allow their fabrications to be questioned
by Kuteher. The entire basic code of justice
in the United States was scrapped in' this
héaring — the right of the accused to a
fair trial; the right to cross examine wit-
nesses: the right to be presumed innocent
until proven guilty; the right to be judged
by a jury of peers. All these basic rights.

guaranteed by the Constitution and the

been estab-

defended in

Bill of Rights, were completely violated by
the Veterans officials.

This denial of elementary
dramatically brought out when Kutcher's
attorney, Joseph L. Rauh, asked Moss what
the rules of procedure were. After some
blustering and sguirming it twrned out
that there were no rules:
rules as we go along,”

By watching the hearing the American
people also caught a glimpse of the men-
tality of these all-powerful functionaries.

rights was

“T will make the
said Moss.

It was crystal clear that Moss believed

that anyone who strikes during war time.
or during a “police action,”

is guilty of

“giving aid to the enemy.” Thus, with one

the hearing,

stroke, he placed the charge of treason at
the doors of hundreds of thousands of
workers and innumerable union officials.

The hearing showed that the witch-hunt
inquisitors, who have the power to smear
and fire anybody who displeases them, be-
lieve that anyone who opposes the Smith
Act is guilty of treason. As Attorney Rauh
said, there are hundreds of thousands of

(Continued on page 3)

Kutcher Committee Appeals

For Broad Support in Fight

€

Asks Unions to Again
Rally to Legless Vet's
Battle to Win Justice

By Fred Hart

JAN. 5 — The Kutcher Civil Rights Committee has
moved into action to mobilize broad support in the fight
to put a stop to the brutal governmeni persecution of

James Kutcher, legless veteran of &

World War II. This is the third
time in seven years that the
KCRC has been forced to take the
fight for Kutcher’s rights to the
American people.

The KCRC is appealing to séme
800 labor, fraternal and minority
organizations that rallied to Kui-

i | cher’s defense duming his seven-

year battle for justice. The com-
mittee is directing its call to
action particularly to the unions,
representing more than two mil-
lion members, who gave help to
Kutcher in the past. George L.
Weissman, National Treasurer of

Report on Hearing
In Washington
By George Lavan
(See ‘Page Tway=r= -~ .
%
the KCRC, asked that funds be
sent to 325 E. 17th Street, New
York 3. N. Y., and that telegrams
of protest be rushed to Harvey V.
Higley, Veterans Administration,
Washington, D. C.

The Kutcher fight began in 1948
when the government fired him
from  his. clerieal job in  the
Newark Veterans Administration
beeause of his avowed member-
ship in the Socialist Workeérs
Party which had been placed on
a “subversive” political blacklist
by Truman’s Attorney General in
1947.

Since Dec. 18, 1952, the gov-
ernment has relenilessly sought
to evict Kutcher and his aged and
sick parents from their home in a
federal housing project because
the elder Kutcher refused to
throw his son -out of his home and
thus couldn’t sign a loyalty oath.

Just a few days before Kutcher
received a Dee. 15 Christmas
messace from the Veterans Ad-
minlstration, notifying him that
they had cut off his disability
pension, the sole means of sup-
port for Kutcher and his parents,
the New Jersey Supreme Cournt
had raled against the government
‘n the housing case. But the new
hapter in the unbelievable story
of the hounding of the legless
veleran was already opened.

Through the efforts of the
KCRC and the vigorous interven-
tion of the New York Post Lhe
facts about this latest move in
the government’s “war on Kut-
¢her™ was blazoned in headlines
before the American people. Jus!
six hours after the New York
Post's story and angry editorial
hit the sireets the VA hastily
announced that Kultcher's pension

JAMES KUTCHER

payments would continue — pend-
ing a heaving.

This mas ‘an  unprecedented
retreait on the part of Lhe witch
hunters — a concesaion to the
principle that punishment does
not precede {rial.

The second big victery in this
latest fight for Kutcher's rights
came when the VA yielded to the
demands of Kutcher's attorney,
Joseph L. Rauh, an appeal from
Sen. Kefauver, and the pressure
of mass public indignation. In an-
other unprecedented move, it
opened the Dee, 30 star chamber
VA hearing to the press, radio
and TV,

At the hearing Rauh appealed
for an immediate decision. He
asked the chairman of the VA
commiitee on Waivers and For-
feitures, Peyton H. Moss, not to
“let the U.S. go into the New
Year with this blot still on the
national record; Decide this case
before the beginning of 1956.”
Moss denied the request. At this
writing Kuteher still  doesn’t
know whether his disability pen-

sion will be cut off or net.

By Carl Goodman

“If you arc going to cause
strikes in time of war, you are
giving assistance to the enemy,”
declared Peyton H. Moss, Chair-
man of the Veterans Administra-
tion's Commitiee on Waivers and
Forfeitures, during the Dec. 30
public “hearing” in James Kut-
cher's pension case,

Moss' statement. confirms what
the Militant and other upholders
of eivil liberties have always
contended — mnamely, that the
witeh hunt is aimed against the

labor movement. It is aimed
against the right of working
people to organize their own

unions and strike if necessary
to protect themselves against the
rapacity of Big Business as well
as the policies of n Big Business
controlled government,

The usual formuia of labor
haters is that strikes are caused

‘%‘-: ¢ .I.f:. :

by oulside, “subverzive” agents
who dupe the workers into aid-
ing the enemies of the country.
But one witehhunter and labor-
baiter dropped this prefense com-
pletely and put the slanderous
tag of “traitor”™ on all workers
engaged in a war-time strike.
This was Harry Truman, then
President of the U.S., who in
Tebruary 1951 dcnam‘lt ed strik-
ing railroad workers as a “hunch
of Russians.”

The railroad workers had been
compelled to strike three times
after the Korean “police action”
began, because the government
agencies gave them a run-around
in their legitimate demand for
reduetion of the work week with
no eub in pay. Fach time Tru-
man broke the strike, utilizing
Federal treops and court injune-
tions. Only when the workers

proved that they could not be

cowed by represgive measures
did the government grant a few
concessions,
The railroad workers were
justly indignani over ‘Truman’s
charge that they were “aiding
the enemy"” while the country
was al war. They asked: “Was
there a war on when he broke

our strike in 1946 and called for
a law to draft strikers into the
Army? Was there a war on in
1948 when he repeailed the same
dirty job on us?”

This question wenl straight to
the point. For according to Big
Business spokesmen there is al-
ways an emergency that justifies

In another victory scored by
public housing lenants against
the witeh huni, five judges of
the Brooklyn, N. Y. Appellate
Division ruled unanimously on
Dec. 20 that the New York
Housing Authority cannot eviet
a lenunt Tor [ailing to sign a
“Jovalty™ oadh. The ruling was
patterned on the Dee, 19 degi-
sion " of the New K Jersey

N. Y. Court Voids Housing QOath

Supreme Court which refuced
to  evict James Kutcher, a
legless veteran amd member of
the Socialist Workers Party.
Neither decision ruled on the
vonstitutionality of the Gwinn
Amendment, passed by Con-
vress in 1965, which denies
publie hoovging Lo memwhers of
orgmnizations on the Atlorney
General's “subversive” list

government  strikebreaking
whether it be a “defense effort,”
a cold war or a shooting war.
No matter, what the cireum-
stance, capitalist politicians are
always ready to smear a strike
with Moss’ formula — namely,
that it “gives assistance to the

enemy of the country.

As Kutcher's attorney,. Joseph
L. Rauh Jr., peinted out during
the course of the hesting, if
war-time strikes give aid to the
enemy, there were hundreds of
thousandsg of “traitors” during
the Korean war, John 1. Lewis,
who denounced offers of AFL
leaders to give a no-strike pledge
to the Truman Administration,
could be prosecuted for treason,
aceording to Moss' peasoning, So
conld top leaders of ihe CIO
Inited Steclworkers of America,
who, in December 1952 gave the

steel employers an uitimatum:

Witch Hunt Official Aims Blow at Right to Strike

sign a contract by Jan, 1 or we
strike. :

Neither Kutcher nor the So-
cialist Workers Party “caused”
strikes during the Korean war.
The many strikes that took place
were caused by the workers' in-
dignation over the wage-freeze
while prices ‘and profits soared
and over aftempts by the cor-
porations to introduce the speed
up in the plants,

But the 8WP is proud that it

supported 1the efforts of the
workers to defend their living
conditions © against government

strikebreaking., In the face of
the government’s charge in the
Kutcher case that such support
amounts to “subversion” and
“treasor™ — we again ecall on
the Inbor movement: Throw all
your forces into the fight against
the witch hunt for it is labor's
| neck that is at stake!




ployes came out of the building

‘transcript is not yet available.

'said. [As soon as the official

“add

——
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AT KUTCHER

“Pll Make Rules As

By George Lavan

WASHINGTON, 'D.C., Jan. 2
— James Kutcher, the legless

veteran whose pension the witch
hunters are trying to take away,
arrived at the Veterans Admin-
istration headquarters at 12:45
P.M. last Friday. Awaiting him
on the sidewalk before the build-
ing was a battery of newsreel
cameras and a crowd of people,

Despite his early arrival Kut-
cher was‘kept some time by in-
sistent photographers and ve-
porters who kept -arriving and
kept "demanding that he repeat
his statement for them. The
statement he made was a simple
one. The first reporter had asked
him what he thought the out-
come of the hearing would be.
“I don’t know,” said Kutcher:
“But ‘T haven’'t done anything
wrong and I think I should win.”

The crowd grew and VA em-

to get a look at the man the
government has so long- perse-
cuted. Typical of the comments
among the hundreds of specta-
tors was this following exchange.
A ‘Wwoman ecarrying packages:
“Who's that?” Another woman:
“That's the disabled veteran

PENSION HEARING

First woman: “Oh yes. 1 heard
about him on' the radio. I hope
he wins.”

When the newsmen finally per-
mitted Kutcher and his -attor-
neys, Joseph L. Rauh and John
Silard, to enter the building, a
procession of newsmen and
photographers brought up the
rear. As Kutcher, the legless
veteran, using his canes, left the
elevator and slowly started down
the half-blo¢k 'long corridor to
the hearing room, work ceased
in‘all the offices ‘and heads pop-
ped out the doorways for a look
at the celebrated witch-hunt vie-
tim and the small army follow-
ing him.

Room 200, where the” hearing
‘was to be held, was soon crowd-
ed with over 50 representatives
of newspapers, press associa-
tions, radio and TV. Picture
‘snapping went ol while report+
ers erowded into the five rows of
seats provided for them. Several
times the chairman attempted to
begin the proceedings but was
held up by photographers who
ingisted on “one ldast “ghot.” He
finally  called ‘a halt, -anhounced
that no flash photos could bhe
taken during the hearing, and

who’s fighting for his pension.”

declated the session open,

The Charge of Treason

The Chairman of the VA’'s
Committee on Waivers and For-
feitures is Peyton H. Moss. He
and the other two members of
the committee sat at a table
facing the audience. At a par-
allel table, and with their backs
to the audience, sat Kutcher,
Joseph L. Rauh and John Silard.
At tables on either side, placed
so as to close the square sat
assorted VA officials ineluding
acting ¢hief counsel of the VA,
Morris Lipps.

Chairman Moss, a thin, elder-
ly mian who, speaks with a heavy
Southern accent, called the meet-
ing to order and addressing him-
self to Kutcher, began: “I'll ask
you to stand—oh, you mneedn’t
stand — just hold up your right
hand and be sworn.”

Kutcher swore to tell the
truth, and, it should be noted,
he was the only person ip-the
whole course of the hearing who
took the oath,

Moss thereupon began a
cited that section of public law
144 which declares: “Any person
shown by evidence "satisfactory
to the Administrator of Veter-
ans Affairs to be guilty of mu-
tiny, treason, sabotage, or ren-
dering assistance to an enemy of
the United States or of its al-
lies shall forfeit all acerued or
future benefits , . . "

Moss then read into the record
his original letter to Xutcher,
which had been followed by ac-
tual suspension of the pension
even before the hearing. This
letter cited the Newark veteran’s
“numerous activities over the
years which have been instru-
mental in furthering the aims
and objectives of the Socialist
Workers Party . . . that it also
appears that you rendered aid
and assistance o an enemy of
the U.S. . . . by espousing and
defending the Socialist Workers
Party cause and thereby giving

aid and comfort to the enemy

Once again were recited the
lies of faceless informers attrib-
uting to Kulicher wild, ignorant
and bloodthirsty statements in
language no socialist ever uses.

Moss then took up the tele-
gram of protest sent by Rauh
on Dee. 27. This telegram had
stated: “The Veterans Adminis-
tration makes charge against
Kutcher that “he is guilty of
treason . ., . no one should be
tried under charges of treason
in a star chamber proceeding.

. Article III, Section 3 of the
Constitntiou states that no per-
son shall be convicted of treason

witnesses to the same overt act
or on confession in open court.”

Moss then began a legal wrig-
gling job that would have made
a barrel of eels nervous. “No
charge of treason has been made
against Mr. Kutcher,” he as-
serted. “The charge is that M.
Kutcher rendered assistance to

.~ during the Korean hostili-
ties.” He then read a legal opin-

sel: “That while the

‘giving aid and comfort,
those words are used in Section
cribe a different offense from

that of treason.”

differentiate “rendering

enemy” and

The Faceless Informers

Moss nexi rejected Kutcher's
earlier demand that the faceless
informers be brought forth and
made to testify in public and
under oath. Sticking to the witch
hunters’ preference for darkness
.and secrecy, the chairman ruled:
“The sources of the evidence on
which the charges in this case
are based will not be disclosed.”

When Chairman Moss had fin-
ished his lengthy presentation of
the VA’s charges and interpreta-
tion of the law, he looked at
Kuteher and said: “You wmay
proceed to answer the charges.”

‘Kutcher’s attorney, Joseph L.
Rauh, interrupted with the re-
quest: “May I have a 'copy of
the rules and regulations gov-
erning this hearing?"”

Asg if ‘he couldn't believe his
ears, Moss incredulously repeat-
ed, “Rules and regulations?
There are too many rules and
regulations "governing this hear-
ing. No, sir! I will not give you
a copy of the rules.”

Rauh: “Do you mean there are
no rules for this hearing?

the charges.”

don’t have any rules.
think there are any, and if you
will just tell me that, that will
satisfy me.

Moss turned for aid to anps,
the VA legal ecoumsel, sitting
at the side table,

Mr. Lipps: “Perhaps Mr. Rauh
could be a little more specific.
This committee is set up under
numerous VA articles and rules.”

Rauh: “What are the rules for
the .conduct of this hearing?”

Lipps: “I don’t think- there
are any. There are no written,
published rules for guidance.”

Rauh: “Then there are no
rules. Correct?”

Lipps: “Correct.”

Moss: “I'll make the rules as

we o along.”

Rauh: “This is the first time
in my life I've eyer been to a
hearing of an administrative
tribunal where all the parties do
not know what the rules and

Moss: “Certainly there are

No Day in Court for Kutcher

At this point it is necessary
to inform the reader that what
follows—questions, answers and
statements at the hearing is
based on notes and is not word-
for-word accurate, The official

Much of the following is the ac-
tual language, the remainder a
faithful paraphrase of what was

transcript is available, the Mili-
t'ant will indicate any important
tions or corrections.—Ed.]

Rauh: What is the relevance

procedure are.”

of the legal opinion quoted in
the chairman’s opening state-
ment? Was this made in a case
concerning Mr. Kutcher?

Moss: No, it didn’t concern
Mr. Kutcher.

Rauh: Then I fail to see its
relevancy. Guilty’ means guilty
in a court of law, it doesn’t
mean ‘guilty before an adminis-
trative tribunal. I ask dismissal
of the case on this ground.

Moss: Denied.

‘Lipps: This “hearing -will not
decide guilt of treason. Our in-

unless on the testimony of two

an enemy of the United States
lengthy opening statement. He|

ion from the VA general coun-
words
‘rendering assistance’ have sub-
stantially the same meaning as
it is
the opinion of this office that

4 [of Public Law 144] to des-

It should be noted here that
this legal opinion purports to
assis-
tance” from “giving aid and com-
fort,” which is the Constitution’s

ing aid and assistance to an
‘“giving aid and
comfort to the enemy.” Attorney
Rauh was to stress this fact and
make much of it in his demoli-
tion of the VA’s legal argument,

rules. Mr. Kut{:her may answer

I don’t

_| under the Smith Act?

terpretation of the law is that
this committee ‘has authority to
make a finding of guilt on a
charge of rendering assistance to
‘the ‘enemy wliere pefnsion bene-
fits are concerned.

Rauh: Has this ever been done
before ?

Moss: Oh yes. In many cases.
‘Rauh: Where?
Moss: In the Philippine Islands

and in Italy.

Ranh: ¥®ver in the United
States?

Moess: No.

Rauh: You are drawing a dif-
ference between ‘treason rand

rendering “assistance to the en-
emy. I say a charge of rendering
assistance is the same as trea-

right of ‘free speech. For if vou,
a pensioner, say something that
we, the Veterans' Adniinistration,
thinks is harmful ‘'to the war ef-
fort, we will take away your
pension. Let me cite two speech-
es made in the 1952 '‘campaign
that were far more critical of
the government than any state-
ments attributed to Mr. Kutcher.
(Reads from two of Eisenhower's
campaign speeches.) Nothing Mr.
Kutcher is accused of saying un-
dermined the war effort as-much
as those speeches. And 1 defend
President Eiserthower's right to
‘make those statements. If you
start -determining what people
‘can or cannot say, there will be
no end to it. There is no allega-
tion of crime in the VA's letter

son, You are saying that pen-
sionérs should 'not eXeérdise théir

Moss: Motion denied.

Rauh: May I ask the reason?
Moss: 1 see no reason to ex-
plain.

Rauh: You say this is not a
trial? But- Mr. Kutcher is.going

I tell you one thing., If Mr. Kut-
¢her’s pension is taken away—
if “it’s the last thing I ever do
—this case will be taken to the
courts, even if it takes seven
years as it has in the case to
get his job -back. -]

Rauh: Is the burden of proof
on the defendant?

Moss: As our statement indi-
cated, we believe there is =a
prima facie showing of guilt in
the charges against Mr. Kutcher
and to that extent the burden of
proof is on him.

Rauh: Ave you willing in 1955
in democratic America to let the
record show that a legless veter-
an is denied the presumption of
innocence 7

Rauh: Will you now .s$pecify
any acts which he committed to
give aid and assistance to these
countries ? .

Moss: I'll just read this over
again, (Reads from original let-
ter containing faceless informer
allegations of statements sup-
posedly made by Kutcher in
1950 and 1951.)

cause strikes in time of
you are aiding the enemy.
Rauh: Are you really going to
suggest that here?
Moss: That's my point exactly.

war,

That’s at least a prima facie
case.
Rauh: Mr. Moss do you rea-

lize what you ate saying? Do
vou realize that the CIO and
other labor organizations could
be held guilty of Areason by
your definition? Let me take
you out of your ignorance.

Moss: I object to your
guage.

lan-

language for treason. Yet the 5 G
original VA letter to Kutcher ]‘ml_lg;hte“ your lack of know-
about taking away his pension edge, )
Ak s Pl X
charged him with both “render-| Rauh: Mr. Moss, would you

please explain in your
ous activities” and “over a
lengthy period of time?” Now
charged with aiding specific
what these general
mean. It’s obvious he can’t an-
swer such wvague points. If T

Rauh: “Can we get them?” ' |numerous activities” over “a
Moss: “No.” lengthy period of “time” in the
Rauh: “Isn’t it a faect you|VA had been a detriment to the

would want to know what ac-
tivities and at what times. So
may we please have these
charges made specific?

. Moss: T think we have -dis-
cussed that sufficiently. I'm
making the rules now. Go ahead

Moss: Weren’t you in Los An-
geles on July 23, 19497

Kutcher: I was in California
around then, Yes sir,

Moss: Didn't you write a let-
ter that'was printed in the Mil-
itant in which you said you were
for the defense of the Commun-
ist Party leaders then on 'trial
in New York?

Kutcher: Yes, sir,

Moss:
letter that appeared in the April
18, 1949 Militant in ‘which you
said vou defended the eleven
Communist leaders being tried

Rauh: I forbid my client to
answer that question. Mr. Moss,
millions of Americans were
against the Smith Act. The Con-
gress of Industrial Organizations
and all ecivil.liberties organiza-
tions wevre against prosecution
of the Communists under the
Smith Act. I am opposed to the
Communists, but I opposed their
trial under the Smith Act as did
hundreds of thousands of other
Ameéricans.

Moss: Mr. Kutcher, Were you
‘At the "1948 -convention “of “the

to ‘be found guilly or not guilty.|

Moss: Now if you're going to

Rauh: Then let me say, let me
letter
what you mean by “your numer-
that I know that Kutcher is
countries, I would like to know

charges

were to say 'to you that “yolur

U.S,, you couldn’t-answer. You

And did You write al|

to Mr., Kutchér. I move that the
‘charges be dismissed.

Who Rre the “Enemies™

" Moss: Yes. We're willing to
let the record show what we
have said.

Rawvh: In your letter you ac-
cuse Mr, Kuteher of “giving aid
and comfort to the enemy.” Now
the Constitution defines treason
s “giving aid and comfort.”
Moss: He is charged with “ren-
dering assistance.”

Rauh® Then why dis the com-
stitutional definition of treason
used? 1 do not accept the dis-
tinetion you are trying to make
between “rendering assistance”
to the enemy and treason. Ren-
dermg assistance is treason. And
this is further borne out by the
fact the VA’s original letter uses
the constitutional language for
treason. Mr. Kutcher now asks
the mame of the country to
which he is charged with render-
ing assistance in time of war.
Can we know that?

Moss: I think I ecan answer
that — Communist China and
North Korea.

The “Treasonous” Strikers

and answer the charges, Mr.
Kuteher., In July 1950 and in
the summer of 1951 did you not
state that you liked the “red”
‘system of government; that in
this country half of what a
worker earns goes to the gov-
ernment and under the “ved”
system of government the work-
er pets all he earns? That the
government of the U.S. is com-
posed of people who are cheaters
and crooks who oppress the
working people?

Kutcher: No, sir.

Moss: That SWP members
cause strikes and get in key po-
sitions and get the SWP in con-
trol of the government of the
U.8.?

Kuteher: No. sir.

Moss: And that the party
members couldn’t wish them in,
think them in, or vote them in;
therefore they should be over-
thrown and killed and then get
a new government?

Kutcher: No, sir.

Moss: Since 1948 haven't you
been traveling around the coun-
try delivering a lot of speeches
in furtherance of the Socialist
Workers Party cause?

Kutcher: I made a tour speak-
ing on my case.

Moss: At —— college didn’t
you make a speech saying that
-your party aimed to establish
socialism by constitutional means
but in a conversation afterwards
you said you couldn’t be respon-
sible if a minority tried to pre-
vent ‘it by violence.

jority would choose a socialist
government but that a minority
composed of capitalists might
try to make a coup d’etat to
overthrow the majority.

Moss: How would you know

/| that it was:the choice of a ma-

jority.
Kutcher: We’d know by the
election results.

Did You Defend Smith Act Victims?

Kutcher: Yes, sir.

Moss: There was a red flag
‘and dan American flag on the
platform ‘table. You asked why
the “dirty old rag” of an Ameri-
can 'flag was there and were
161d that part of ‘the convention
was to be broadcast over the
‘radio and ‘that was the reason.
Thereupon you said you’d like to
tear the “old son of a "
down.

Kutcher: I don"t remember any
such incident.

Rauh: I object to the whole
line of questioning, Mr. Kutcher
is charged with rendering aid to
the enemy during the Korean
War. All the allegations you are
‘making are before the Korean
War.

Moss: There will now be a
ten minute recess.

e ¥ * =

During the intermission the
hearing room and corridors buzz-
ed with conversation. This was a
special event for the reporters.
The Kutcher story was not only
national news but this was the
first time that the doors of the
secret “loyalty” hearing ¢ham-

Socialist Workers Party?

the press. Typical comments

Kuteher: I meant that a ma-

‘bers “ad “been foreed —open “to |

were: “So this is what they call
a security hearing”; “So this is
what goes on'; "I‘ll make wup
the rules as I go along”; “Two-
to-ome the next charge is that
he trampled on Old Glory with his
wooden legs.”

A number of reporters went
to the hearing table where Kut-

“1 Believe in a Socialist Society”

Rauh: My, Moss, we have pre-
pared a line of questioning for
Mr. Kutcher and I would like
permission to begin it now.
Moss: You may do so.

Rauh: First, before my col-
league, Mr. Silard bhgins, I
would like to ask Mr. Kutcher
the following question. Did you
ever miake the derogatory re-
marks about the flag alleged
earlier?

Kuteher: No, sir.

Silard: Mr, Kutcher, I want
vou to think very carefully and
be slow in answering these

questions. For your answers may
o down in history. Do you know
yvou are the first man in this
country to be accused of treason
at an administrative hearing?
Accused of treason without jury
or witnesses? That your trial
here marks the first reintrodue-
tion of the star chamber in a
treason case this side of the At-
lantic? Mr. Kutcher, do you have
any idea why the government
thinks you are such a dangerous
person ?

Kutcher: None whatever.

Silard: When were you draft-
ed Mr. Kutcher?

Kutcher: In Jannary 1941.

Silard: You were then a mem-
ber of the Socialist Workers
Party ?

Kutcher: Yes, siv.

Silard: And all the time you
were in the army and since you
have been a member of the
SWP?

Kutcher: Yes sir.

Silard: Would you describe the
combat duty you saw?

Kutcher: Well, my outfit par-
ticipated in the landing in North
Afriea,

Silard: Where were you in re-
spect to the waves in that land-
ing?

Kutcher: It was gaid we were
in the very first part of the

e Go Along” Says Moss

cher remained seated, to talk to®

him, some to be introduced. For-
mer Senator Harry P. Cain, a
member of the Subversive Ac-
tivities Control Board but per<
sona non grata with the Depart-
ment of Justice because of his
eriticism of the “subversive” list,
was introduced to Kutcher.

Silard: "Where else did wyau
fight in North Africa.

‘Kutcher: At 'Kasserine Pass,
El Guettar and some others.

Silard: And were you in the
invasion of Sieily?

Kuteher: Yes, sir.

Silard: And then you fought
in Ttaly? .

Kutcher: Yes, sir.

Silard: Tell us how you were
wounded.

Kutcher: It was near San
Pietro in Italy. A ‘mortar shell
from the enemy lines exploded
near me and another fellow, He
was killed. I was wounded in

my legs. Both my legs 'were
amputated that night.

Silard: Mr. Kutcher, in the
whole time you were in the
army were you ever told that
your services as an infantryman
were not wanted? _

Kutcher: No, sir.

Silard: Were there ever any
complaints about the quality of
your service?

Kutcher: No, sir.

Silard: Have you ever been
convicted of any crime?

Kutcher: No, sir.

Silard: Have vou ever availed
yourself of the privilege of the
Fifth Amendment?

Kutcher: No, sir.

Bilard: Have you ever con-
cealed your membership for Lhe
last 18 years in the SWP?

Kutcher: No, sir.

Silard: What are your pDLI-
tical views?

Kutcher: I believe in a social-
ist society with production for
use rather than for profit, to be
brought about primarily now
through a labor party, through
use of constitutional measures.

Silard: Do you advocate the
use of force and violence to
bring this?

Kutcher: No, sir. It would be
senseless, The only time I ever
practiced force and violence was

landing.

Silard: What is the attitude
of the Communist Party of this
country to the SWP?

Kutcher: They are bitter op-
ponents of ours.

Silard: What is the Commu-
nist Party attitude toward your
case?

Kutcher: Well at first they
tried to prevent organizations

from contributing toward wmy
defense. But I might add that
lately .they seemed to have

learned and to have changed on
this.

Silard: What are your views
on Russia?

Kutcher: The Soviet Union is
a degenerated workers’ state,
That has been my view for the
last 18 years. If I or any mem-
ber of my party were to go to
the Soviet Union or to Comamu-
nist China or to North Korea, we
would be dead. I want to say
that we think the people in
these and all countries should be
allowed to choose their form of
government without any outside
interference.

Silard: Mr. Kutcher, if your
pension is taken away from you,
will you quit the SWP?

Kutcher: No, sir!

Silard: Mr. Kutcher, if your
pension is restored to you, will
vou quit the SWP?

Kutcher: No, sir!

Silard; That's all.

Moss: We have no further
questions.
Rauh: Mr. Moss, before you

close this hearing I want to say
Mr. Kutcher has testified under
oath. If he has committed per-

“Will You Quit SWP?”

in the army.
(13 Tul??
No Sir!

jury the government in all its
majesty can deal with him. But
what about the faceless infor-
mers against him. They have not
been sworn here and are subject
to the same penalty. The Amer-
ican people want a decision in
this case and they want it
quickly. It seems to me there is
no need for lengthy consideration
of this case. All the members of
the committee are present. Can’t
you get together this afternoon
and give a decision?

Moss: That’s not: posmb!e

Rauh: T ask you for a favor
able decision—not for Mr. Kut-
cher, but for the American peo-
ple — that this shame may be
lifted from them. For if you
take away Mr. Kutcher's pen-
sion, he isn’t going to starve.
The American people will will-
ingly contribute their nickels
and dimes to make up for it.
Why if T passed the hat around
now, just in this room, there
would be a sizeable contribution.
There's a copy of our Constitu-
tion hanging on the wall. I be-
lieve the framers of it would be
ashamed of what’s been happen-
ing here. I beg of you don’t let
the U.8. go into the New Year
with this blot -still on the na-
tionial record. Decide this case
before the beginning of 1956.
Show that we still have honor in
America.
Moss: It will not be possible
to render a decision before the
New Year. It will take some
time to prepare the transeript
and then we will have to study
it. But I assure you we will
study it very carefully.

-
city Quota Paid  Percent

Detroit $ 825 $ 862 104
Milwaukee . 250 199 30
Buffalo 1,760 1,378 78
New York 5,520 2,683 73
Twin Cities 1,320 968 73
Philadelphia 440 301 68
Seattle 200 128 64
Chieago 1,760 1,085 62
Youngstown 250 150 G0
Los Angeles 3,500 1,836 b6
Newark 200 106 b3
Cleveland 350 175 50
Boston 500 2056 41
St. Louis 856 36 41
Akron 140 55 39
Qakland 300 92 31,
San Francisco 800 206 26
Allentown: 85 20 23
Pittsburgh 100 10 10
General I — 20 —
" Total through Jan, 3 $16,185 210,414 64

Jan, 31, The campaign nationally
is dragging 11% behind schedule,
which means a concerted effort
by everyone is required to finish
the campaign IN FULL AND ON
TIME.

Detroit went over the top by
104%. *“There will be more to
/| come,” says Janet MecGreager.
“We aren’t stopping just because
we have reached 100%. We're
just getting steam up now!”

Milwaukee holds second place
on the scoreboard with 80%.

Buffalo’s regular weekly con-
tributions have kept this eciby
ahead of schedule from the begin-
ning of the campaign. They have
already reached T8% of their $1,-
760 goal.

A §273 contribution from New
York boosted them into fourth
place with 73% of their:'$3,620
quota.

Fannie Carter speaks for the
Twin Cities: “This payment of
$88 brings our total to $968 and
pays us right up-to-date. With one
more month to go, the fund sup-
porters here are all giving that
extra necessary push to end IN
FULL AND ON TIME.”

DETROIT OVER THE TOP
IN PRESS FUND DRIVE

By Reba Aubrey

Only four more weeks to go in the Socialist Publica-
tion and Press Fund campaign to raise $16,185. Through
Jan. 3 supporters of the fund have-contributed $10,414 —
64% of the goal to be reached by®

“Philly is swinging in line”
says Pearl Spangler. “Here s an-
other £65.” Philadelphia hias now
reached 68% of its $440 queta.

Sally Stone sent in $85 for
Seattle and hopes they can “send
more soon.”

Chicago “did better on fund col-
lections” last week, reports Hilde-
garde Swabeck. “The check for
$192 lets us catch up a bit.”

T. Wilson writes for Youngs-
town: ‘‘Enclosed is another $50 to
apply on the fund raiser for the
Youngstown group. We shioulld be
able to make our goal on time.”

A check for $500 bhoosted Los
Angeles from 41 to 56%. D. Ross
says, “T feel we will make it.”

Newark upped its total by $26

during the week; Cleveland '1b'y_., J

$85; Boston by $73. - . .

Akron pulled out of the zero
eolumn and hit 39% with its
initial contribution of $55.

Bill Morgan sent this note for
Oakland with a $20 contribultion:
“In January we will catch up to
the scoreboard average and will
make it IN FULL AND ON TIME

for the finigh.”

There is no better way to start
off the new year than by re-
ceiving letters from our friends,
telling us Thow
much they think
of the Militant.
An example is
one that came
from a friend in
Toledo, who after
informing us of
a new address
writes: “Keep up
the good work.

Your paper is a
refreshing de-
parture from the stereotyped
and econtrolled journalism (7)

we are exposed to in our mefro-
politan dailies.”

Carl Feggans always sends in
one or more subseriptions in
every letter from Los Angeles.
In one letter he writes: “We
went to an NAACP meeting last
Sunday and three of us sold 122
pamphlets on desegregation.
Three others gave out samples
of the Militant. Rose Bailey sold
79 copiefs of the pamphlet.

Richard Clausen has been do-
ing consistent work in the St.
Louis area, It has paid off with

NEW YORK
Militant Forum
Opens its 1956 Season

L ]
Every Sunday, 7:30 P. M.
® i
Jan. 15 — Boom and Bust (And
the Built-in “Stabilizers")
Speaker: Gordon Bailey
®
Questions Discussion
~ Refreshments
116 University Place

Detroit Fri. Night
Socialist Forum

. -
The Middle East and
The Egypt-Israel Crisis
Friday, Jan. 13, at 8 P. M.

®
At 3000 Grand River, Rm. 207
Donation Zbe.
Free for unemployed

Cleveland
Militant Forum
Political Biography
Of Walter Reuther
(From Socialist to Democrat)
Speaker: B. Evans
Sat., Jan. 14, 8 P. M.
10609 Superior Ave.
®
Questions Discussion
Refreshments

LOS ANGELES
Friday Night Forum

Opens its Winter Season
Fri.,, Jan. 13 — The CIO-AFL
Merger |
Speaker: Milton Alvin
Fri., Jan. 20 — Lenin Memorial
Meeting .
Speaker: M. Wells

L J :
1702 E.-4th St., 8:15 P. M. |
Donation 35c. 'I

Philadelphia
Militant Labor
Forum
®
Morris Stein
Speaks on:
China Challenges
the Capitalist
World

Saturday, Jan. 14, 8:30 P. M.
1303 W. Girard Ave., 2nd Floor
Questions Discussion
Refreshmentts
Donation — 35¢.

For only $1.25 you can get a
one-year subscription to the
Marxist quarterly, Fourth In-
ternational, 116 University PL.,
New York:$, N. Y. )

an average of hearly a sub a
week., Dick got this last one
“after a subscriber told me that
a friend to whom he had given
a copy of the Militant asked how
he could get it.”

The Twin Cities reports
through their very active Milit-
ant agent, Winifred Nelson, that
there have been good results in
sales on the newsstands ‘as ‘well
as before union meetings. She
writes: ‘“Another success to re-
port: we sold 10 copies ‘of De-
segregation! at the Sleeping Car
Porters mieeting, 1 was welcom-
ed heartily and ushered in to the
meeting hall to sell.” And in a
P.S. she adds: “I shouldn’t for-
get that Jean Carter and Ann
Skippy, our regular Labor Tem-
ple salesmen, sold five Militants
there the previous week.”

Buffalo’s Merlin Wesley, who
sent in nine subs a few weéks
ago, sent us an additional four,
as did George Clement from
Philadelphia, and Meryl Benja-
min from Cleveland. )

Helen Baker reports from
Seattle: “Here are two subs we
got Monday night at the Forum
celebrating 50 years of the TWW,
We also sold four FI's with J.
P, Cannon’s article on the TWW
and one Socialism on Trial and
a couple of other pamphlets, 'It
was a very successful affair frém
all standpoints.” She continues:
“On Sunday Nell McGrew ‘and
Bob Jones sold Militants for the
first time in a neighborhood ‘that
had been covered in the last
couple of years. They were
caught in the snow storm before
many could be sold, but they are
going back there next week ‘to
try to establish a route in that
distriet.”

Now in Stock

The Geography of Hunger

*Please add 15¢. for postage

Order from:
Pioneer Publishers
116 University Place
New York 3, N Y.

By Josue de Castro $1.25*
The Iron Heel
By Jack London $2.00* |-

P

e




y

i

e

-

-

Bubsoription $3 per year;
$1.50 for 6 months. Forelgn:
B4.50 per year; §2.2> for @
months, Canadlan: $3.60 per
your; $1..75 for 6 montha,
Bundle Orders: 5 or more
coples Bc each In U.S, To
each In foreign countries.
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By James Wilson

The Westinghouse strike is en-

. « « Star Chamber Hearing

s (Continued from page 1)
people in the country who oppose the Smith
Act, including himself. And what about
Eleanor Roosevelt and other prominent
liberals who called for a Christmas
amnesty of all Smith Act victims? Are
they also to be charged with treason?
Most shocking of all was the revelation
that the VA officials considered Kutcher’s
criticisms of their department as crushing

evidence of his “aiding enemies of the

United States.” Thus they see the proof
of their frame-up charges in the vietim’s
attempts to defend himself.

The way the newspapers handled the
Kutcher case during the last few weeks is
a clue to the feeling of the American peo-
ple. Not a single paper nationally offered a
word of defense for the Veterans Ad-
‘ministration’s conduct. There was a
uniform note of friendliness to Kutcher.
Some papers took editorial stands chal-
lenging some of the basic precepts of the
witch hunt. The N. Y. Post declared that
it ‘would take the same position in rela-
tion to Communist Party vietims as it did
in the Kutcher case. The St. Louis Post
Dispatch went to the heart of the basic
igsue in the Kutcher case and raised the
question of the validity of the “subversive”
list itself in an editorial titled, “Black
‘Mark Against the List.”

The tone of the press is symptomatic

" of the growing revulsion in the hearts of

the American people to the whole foul

witch-hunt brew. The American people are
becoming sickened with the entire busi-
ness of hunting and hounding thought
suspects among workers, professionals,
artists, teachers, scientists and veterans.

The Kutcher case, because it is an
especially shameful example of official
brutality and callous disregard for all
human, let alone civil rights, has captured
the imagination of the country. The aver-
age person feels Kutcher is getting a raw
deal. This is the way the popular desire to
do something concrete against the witch
hunt manifests itself. And now it is the
task of the civil liberties defenders to
carry this a step further — to organize
and make effective this sentiment and see
that it doesn't dissipate.

Thé stepped-up activity of the Kutcher
Civil Rights Defense Committee therefore
deserves wholehearted and vigorous co-
operation from every trade union organ-
ization and from all minority movements.
Kuteher’s fight to keep his pension is now
a key issue in the fight for civil liberties.
_Action is on the order of the day.

Send telegrams to Harvey V. Higley,
Administrator of Veterans Affairs, Wash-
ingion, D. C.

Make a contribution now to the Kut-
cher Civil Rights Defense Commitiee, 325
E. 17th St., New York 3, N. Y.

Pass resolutions, hold meetings, mobilize
sentiment, spread the truth and keep the
fight going until complete victory has been
achieved.

Wilkins Reports to NAACP

When the Supreme Court made its
original decision banning school segrega-
tion in May, 1954, we assessed it as a
signal victory for the Negro people in that
it provided them with a powerful weapon
in their struggle for equality. The degree
to ‘which that decision would become a
reality, we said, would be determined not
by the Court but rather by the relative
strength of the contending forces in the
battle that the decision was certain to
unleash.

In contrast to this appraisal, the official

. leadership of the National Association for
- fhe-Advaneement of Golored People:at that

time hailed the decision without qualifica-

' tion as the blow that ended Jim Crow

schools. The year-end review issued Dec.

. 81 by Roy Wilkins, executive secretary of

the NAACP, moves towards a more real-
istic estimate of the situation. s

In a notable break with tradition, the
report openly shuns the practice of
stressing gains and glossing over defeats.
It bluntly declares’ at the outset, “The
harsh truth is that even though there were
some notable pronouncements and ad-
vancements, the bad overshadowed the
‘good in race relations in 1955.”

Listed among the setbacks are the wave
of lynch terror in Mississippi, the open,
.organized defiance of the high court deci-
‘sion by the racists, their use of economic
pressure as an instrument of intimidation
‘and the failure of Washington to act in
defense of the Constitution,

The - federal government, the report
charges, “has maintained the role of an
“observer. . . The rights of citizens have
“been violated in savage fashion but the
Department of Justice -has been impotent.
The White House has been silent. Our gov-
-ernment has protested outrages in every
corner of the world but has said no word,
taken mo action, on outrages “here at
~home,”

On the positive side Wilkins cites the
advances made. in forcing desegragation
'measures in 17 states, the Supreme Court
ban on Jim Crow in recreational facilities,

Good News

‘After 17 years of tyrannical oppression,
-dictator Franco has not been able to blot
out of the minds of the Spanish people the
.great beacon light of socialism. This is the
‘splendid news that emerges from a secret
“poll conducted by the Spanish government
at the University of Madrid. About 400
-students filled out questionnaires or were
4nterviewed anonymously. The great ma-
"jority of them are opposed to the fascist
. regime and favor a socialist Spain.
The report, published in the Jan. 4 New
York Times, acknowledges that these
. yviews are not confined to the students but
are shared by the workers and other sec-
tors of the population. The Spanish work-
ers had already registered that point in
_their valiant general strike movement of
March, 1951. |
The official analysis of the student poll,
which was circulated oniy among govern-
ment functionaries, declares, “Specifically,
829% unreservedly say that they have no
_econfidence in the present ruling minori-
ties.” Only one-fifth of the students,
mourns the report, believes that Spain’s
problems can be solved through “con-
servative means.” In dramatic contrast to
Jthis figure, the réport reveals, 65% of the
students are certain that Spain will

4

“ Mz)f :‘b_ T

the ICC ruling against segregated travel
and the growth of the NAACP, ‘which
gained the most in the South itself.

Such a report, we think, comes cloger to
the approach taken by the rank and file
of the Negro people. Those who are in-
volved in an active struggle for their
rights, who have scored important gains
and are imbued with militancy and con-
fidence, have no need or desire for sugar-'
coated reports. They know that any strug-
gle involves setbacks as well as advances.
In a fight they expect a full, realistic
battle report.

A~weleome aspect of the report is its
recognition that the struggle against the
white supremacists cannot be divorced
from the fight against reaction generally.
Wilkins correctly scores the Eastland Com-
mittee’s plan to witch hunt the daily press
“under the guise of hunting communism.”

Why didn’t Wilkins' report mention any-
thing about plans for a civil rights mobi-
lization in Washington early this year?
Readers of the report, which stresses the
aggressiveness of the racists and the in-
action of the federal government, are sure
to ask, “If the government refuses to
enforce the constitution in Mississippi, and
if the liberals default on their promises for
fear of breaking their alliance with the
Dixiecrats, how can we put the heat on
them ?”

Wilkins couldn’t report anything about
a mobilization in Washington because
despite Reuther’s announcement last Oct.
27, that the NAACP and the unions were
planning a giant rally in Washington to
present the new session of Congress with
civil rights demands, the leadership of the
unions and the NAACP have done nothing
to farther these plans.

This situation points to the chief
problem of the struggle against Jim Crow:
the ranks of the Negro people and their
allies in the ranks of the unions are ready
for battle, but the leaders, trapped in their
coalition with ecapitalist politicians, are
stalling. That’s the bottleneck we have to
break.

From Spain

“inevitably wind up with a socialist type
of regime.” )

The significance of the poll and the
grave concern it has aroused -in Spanish
ruling circles was demonstrated in butcher
Franco’s New Year’s speech. This year he
didn’t waste any time with his usual lying
claims of “accomplishments.” Instead the
speech was devoted to an appeal for ‘“na-
tional solidarity” and a plea for support
to his murderous regime.

Throughout the world this report of the
indomitable  revolutionary temper of the
Spanish people will be joyfully received by
all those fighting to eliminate capitalist
oppression. By the same token it comes as
the worst kind of news for the focal point
of world reaction — the American capital-
ist class and its government.

The fascist government of Spain is a key
part of American imperialism’s “free
world” military and political alliances. The
U.S. government has poured millions of
dollars into a desperate effort to maintain
the “stability” of that hated regime, that
is, to keep it securely fastened on the backs
of the Spanish people. The report from
Madrid constitutes due motice that Wall

sStreet’s'reactionary efforts,in-this easeas
in many others, ig headed down the drain.
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tering its eleventh week. Why is
it that this huge mnational cor-
poration does not appear to be
following the general pattern of
all ‘the rest 'of the Big Business
interests? Why has it not come
to terms with the modest de-
mands of the workers? Is it
that this corporation is more
anti-labor than others?
Certainly, we can be sure that
Westinghouse Electric is no bet-
ter or worse than any other em
ployer when it comes to dealing
with workers. All bosses treat
their workers according to how
much profit ‘the corporation is
making, how busy the season is,
the availability of labor, the
competition in the industry, the
size of inventories, the strength
of the labor movement, and the
general political atmosphere of
the country — all of these are
considered by the employer be-
fore he forces the workers to go
on strike. . u

But the central consideration
for the ecapitalist is the one
called profit. If the profits of the
boss are way down, he will be
sure to fight just as a rat cor-
nered in a building.

WESTINGHOUSE PROFITS

At Westinghouse this year
many reasons exist for the cor-
‘poration to force a strike. First,
the profits of Westinghouse,
percentage-wise, were the lowest
in 1956 of any of the big cor-
porations. This means that West-
inghouse is in a dangerous com-
petitive position.

Secondly, the business in the
electric appliance field has slack-
ened off in the sense that pro-
duction has far outstripped the
demand 'for the products. The
result is the accumulation of
huge inventories. This was dem-
onstrated by the fact that Gen-
eral Eleetric and General Motors

-

Naive

Local "#01 'President Pat
O’Connor, pickets Westinghotise
office in Pittsburgh with “de-
mand that stockholders meet to

change “dumb ' management”
that is responsible for strike,
O’Connor evidently thinks the
stockholders are not responsible
for company’s wunion - busting
schemes.

cuts on electric appliances. These
corporations are not known to
cut prices “if  business is boom-
ing.

Third, thesgeneral political at-

had just recently instituted price

®witch hunt, the anti-labor legis-

lation such as the federal Taft-

Work laws in many states, the
intensified lynching atmosphere
in the South against Negroes
and the open rule of Big Busi-
ness in Washington—all act in
supportof the bosses and against
the workers.

And'last, but certainly not the
least, is the strength'of the la-
bor movement. While the merger
of the CIO and the AFL has
given the workerg a sense of
greater strength, this is offset
by the policies of the leadership
which have their effect on the
fighting quality of the movement
as a whole. The labor bureau-
cracy for a long time has been
preaching against the class
struggle. In'theése years of -high
production, the bureaucrats have
pecome more bold in denouncing
those who believe that -class
strupgle methods are needed to
get results. These so-called lead-
ers denounce Marxism and prac-
tice class collaboration while the
bosses pursue a class struggle
policy in fighting the unions,

CAPITALIST CRISIS .
All of these factors contributed
to the decision made by the West-
inghouse Corp. to force-a strike
against the union. But the one
that stands out most seems to
be the one which has ecaused
strikes in other séetors of 'the
economy, namely the growing
economic crisis. The textile in-
dustry, for example is over-ex.
panded with toe much textile
poods in relation to the effective
market. The bosses as -always
have atempted to solve their
competitive problems at the ex-
pense of the workers. As a re-
sult, working conditions in tex-
tile have deteriorated in recent
years.
The coal industry has suffered
competition with oil and gas

mosphere is one of reaction. The

production and aufomation—so

By Daniel Roberts

The U.S. SBtate Department and
all the newspapers of Big Busi-
ness have received the reésults of
the Jamn. 2 election in France with
deepest gloom. “France has got
herself in a fine mess,” declared
the Jan. 4 N. Y. Times edi-
torially. ;

What is the “mess”? It is the
dramatic inerease of the Com-
munist ‘Party's representation in
the National Assembly from 938
seats in the old Assembly, elected
in 1951, to 145 in the current one.
It is true that this was achieved
with only a small increase in the
CP’s popular vote. In percentage
of the total vote cast, the Stal-
inists polled about 25% in the
Jan. 2 elections — a megligible
drop from 1951.

THE 1951 TRICK

In 1951 all the capitalist parties
plus the Socialist leaders ganged
up on the Stalinists, and by means
of a tricky election law, deprived
them of representation in the Na-
tional Assembly in proportion to
their popular vote. .
This year the main capitalist
parties divided into two coali-
tions, one headed by Mendes-
France which included the So-
oialist Party and the other by
Premier Faure. This split pre-
vented the bourgeois parties from

working the same tnick, and the
CP wag able to obtain its full
number of seats.

Why, then, should the jump in
the CP’s representation, bringing
it in proportion with its popular
viote, throw the U.S. State De-
partment into dismay ? 'Because it
testifies overwhelmingly to the
fact that after ten years of
ceaseless counter - revolutionary
maneuvering by the U.S. govern-
ment, the French 'workers are
still solidly attached to their own
organizations. Not only the CP’s
vote but that of the other working
class party, the Socialist Party,
remained constant — about 15%
of the vote.

Since 1945, Washington has
poured billions into the pockets of
the French capitalist élass in an
effort to stabilize its rule féllow-
ing the near oventhrow of French
capitalism by the workers at the
end of World War II. Washington
launched the cold war not only
against the Soviet bloe but also
against the workers of Western
Europe in an attempt to break
up their organizations.
Furthermore, both Stalinist and:
Socialist leaderships have con-
tinnously betrayed the struggles
of the French working class. The
Yoeialist leaders have collaborated
to-the fullest degree with Wash-
ington’s cold war policies, wihile
the Stalinists have continuously
sought an alliance with the French
capitalist class against Washing-
ton but also at the expense of the
needs of the workers. In the
recent election campaign, for in-
stance, they demanded to be in-
Auded I the coalition Jed -by

complete willingpess to aceept his
entire capitalist program.

WORKERS, WANT SOCIALISM
+Yet despite all Wall Street’s
maneuvers and the treachery of
their own leaders, the basic core
of the French workers coniinues
to press for a socialist solution to
all their problems.

On the other hand, despite all
the aid the French capitalist class
has received from the U.S. gov-
ernment, it staggers from one
political erisis to another under
the blows of nationalist revolu-
tions in its colonial empire.

Now a revolt of its richest
Nonth African colony, Algeria, is
under way. Since November 1954,
the Arab independence movement
there has strock powerful blows
against the French and continues
to surge forward. How to cope
with this threat to its colonial
booty iz the most important
problem the ruling class will call
on its divided parties in the new
government to solve.

The French working class must
also take account of a serious
danger, This is the rise of the
Poujadist movement, which show-
ed its stremgth on Jan. 2 by
electing 51 members to the Na-
tional Assembly in its first cam-

paign,

State Dep’t Dismayed
By French Vote Results

The Poujade movement is an in-
cipient fascist formation, tracing
its line of descent, as the Jan. 4
N. Y. Times correetly points:out,
from* the fascist erganizaiions
thiat flourished in France in the
1930%s.

FASCIST DANGER

Hiowever, the French mling
class is not yet prepared to turn
to a fascist solution. Eeonomic
prosperity — which prevails in
I'rance as well as the rest of
Western Europe — has postponed
the onset of social erjsis. Never-
theless, the rise of-a movement of
desperate shopkeepers headed by
a demagogue is a warning sigmal
that the crisis of France must be
solved by the workers or the turn
will go to the fascists.

The French working class has
time to prepare for the inevitable
showdown struggle Detween
itself and the capitalist class. The
Stalinist and Socialist leaderships
have defaulted, but the Interna-
tional Communist Party (French
section of the Fourth Interna-
tional) has persistently advanced
a revolutionary -program over the
years, On its shoulders falls the
task of regrouping the working
class militants for the revolu-
tionary struggle for workers'
power in France.

On Chinese

the Marxist appraisal
great Chinese revolution. ‘Mormis
Stein, one of the founders of the
Socialist Wiorkers ‘Party, is
scheduled to speak Jan. 14 on the
subject, “China Challenges the
Capitalist Werld” at 1303 W.
Givard Ave., second floor.

Clags conseious workers require
a dlear understanding of the
Chinese revolution to find a cor-
reet ovientation in the political
struggles of this country and the
rest of the world, No other event
gince the Russian Rewvolution of
1917 has had such a profound
effect on the capitalist world in
which we live.

Morris Stein, who is a brilliant
Marxist lecturer and writer, will
‘take up the question of the class
analysis of the Chinese revolution
— its peasant base and its work-
ing class character. The theoreti-
cal problems posed by the revolu-
tion arise out of this contradic-
tion, and are further complicated
by the fact that the revolution
evolved wunder the bureaucratic
leadership of the Stalinists.

the effect of the Chinese revolu-
tion on U.S, foreigm policy as it
‘was-shaped “at the end of Wiorld

Mendes - France and expressed

o X

In addition Stein will deal with

Morris Stein to Speak

Revolution

PHILADELPHIA, Jan. 3 — The growing number of
students and workers who are participating in the Militant
Labor Forum here are looking forward to a discussion of
of the®

post-war period. China, not only
became a pariner to the Soviet
Union 'with the development of ‘a

the balance of forces between the
capitalist and anti-capitalist seg-
ments of world economy, but it
headed a revolt of the colonial
people against imperialist domi-
nation.

The neutralism of Nehru who
represents the second great Asian
nation, will also be analyzed and
discussed by Stein. The emergence
of the bloc of Asian-African na-
tions as a separate force in the
cold war will be explained. The
Bandung conference last spring,
which formally launched this bloe,
in large part, was China’s sue-
cessful attempt to circamvent her
exdlusion from the United Na-
tions by the US.

How Trobsky’s theory of the
permanent revolution provides the
key to a scientific analysis of the
thirty-year history of the Chinese
revolution will be treated by
Stein. This session of the Militant
Labor Forum, will prove to be of
great value to all who are pre-
pared to ‘donscientiously ‘seek the

"War II and as it developed in the

question in Amentican political life.

Hartley law and the Right to

planned economy, thus changing |

answers to the most controversial|

much so that the union didn’t
try to get raises for several
vears: and alsn failed to keep
the miners working — even wilh
shorter work vreeks. Depression
conditions in the middle of the
“boom' have prevailed here too.

The Kohler (plumbing fixtures)
and Perfect Cirele (piston rings)
strikes eame in industries where
the effective demand was very
low and competition was great.
Now it seems that the eleetric
appliance industry has over-pro-
duced in relation to the effeetive
market,

But Westinghouse is a part of
the hierarchy of ‘American Big
Business. What section of the
hierarchy is next to be plagued
by this so-called overproduc-

Why Did Westinghouse Force a Strike?

tion? The process is clear —
first come the smallest, then the
smallest of the larger, then the
smallest. or weakest of the larg-
est and so on up the line.

This process will continue un-
der capitalism until the whole
of the economy will become over-
supplied with goods. This would
have happened long ago if it
were not for the government’s
intervention with huge peace-
fime military expenditures. How-
ever, even with continued gov-
ernment subsidization of capital-
ism, the crisis is manifest. The
struggle of the Westinghouse
unions for survival is a harbin-’
ger of the future for the rest of
the labor movement.

World

Events

WHEN IN WEST GERMANY
last month the 15,000 workers at
the Westfalenhuette steel mill in
the Ruhr elected 16 Commumist
Party supporters out of 25 mem-
bers to the works council, the
capitalist and social Democratic
press ranted against “Communist
infiltration.” However, says Bri-
gitte Gerlond, moted German rev-
olutionary socialist, writing in
the Dec. 23 La Verite, it was
“a healthy class consciousness

and a hatred for the all-power-

ful coal and steel bosses that
led [these workers] to vote for
those who in comparison with
the so-called socialists and the
supporters of Adenauer, appear-
ed to them as revolutionaries.”
The vote, she says, indicates
that many Social Democratic
and Christian-Democratic work-
ers voted for the Stalinists. Be-
sides the 16 CP’ers, seven Social
Democrats and two Christian
Democrats were elected. In a
1954 ‘vote, 21 Soeial Democrats,
two Christian Democrats and
only two Stalinists were elected
* * *
IN MALAYA, negotiations be-
tween Chief " Minister Tengku
Abdul Rahman and Communist
Party leader Chin Peng to bring
an end to the eivil war between
Stalinist-led guerrilla troops and
British armed forces broke down
last week. The Malay govern-
ment offered an amnesty to all
guerrillas including a parden. or
permission to go to Chifia (Ma=
laya has a large Chinese popu-
lation). However, Rahman in-
sisted on dissolution of the CP.
Chin Peng demanded civil rights
for his party as a condition for
calling off the fighting. .
* ¥ %

THE EGYPTIAN GOVERN-
MENT is objecting to conditions
attached to an offer by the U.S,,
Britain and the International
Bank for Reconstruction and De-
velopment to finance building of

‘the High Dam at Aswan on the

Nile. The Egyptians object to a
World Bank requirement that it
exercise constant supervision over
Egyptian national economic pol-
icy during the 18 years of darh
construction, This, say the Egyp-
tians would infringe on the sov-
ereignty of their government.
They also object to a require-
ment that bids for dam con-
struction be let out to the lowest
bidder rather than contractors of
their own choice. (The U.8. gov-
ernment did not follow the low-
est bidder rule in constructing
power stations at Chif Joseph
Dam on the Columbia River.) In
addition to the offer from the
West, the Egyptian government
has an offer from the Soviet
Government to construct the $1.3
billion project.
% &

KING SAUD IBN ARDUL
AZIZ OF SAUDI ARABIA has
hit on a scheme to increase his
family’s share of profits from oil
pumped out of the ground. His
present contract with Aramco
and other foreign oil companies
calls for dividing all profits on
a B0-50 basis. However, accord-
ing to the Dee, 19 0il, Chemical

lished by the AFL-CIO wunion,

and Atomic Union News, pub-|

the Saudis are going to operate
their own tanker fleet. Then, in-
stead of taking royalties in ecash,
they will take them in oil valu-
ed at production cost and sell
the oil on their own aceount on
the Western ‘market, This will
enable them to keep 100% of ‘the
profit on the sale of this par-
ticular amount of oil; Other oil
preducing nations in the Middle
East are expected to follow suit,
. # & &

THE ARGENTINE RULING
JUNTA arvested all former top
leaders of the General Confeder-
ation of Labor on Dee. 30 and
placed them aboard a naval
transport in preparation for
their transfer to a prison camp
in Patagonia. The political re-
gime of President Maj. Gen.
Arumburu continued to be in
crisis as the Army is contesting
the Navy for control of the gov-
ernment, The real power in the
government at the present time
is believed to be the vice-presi-
dent, Admiral Isaac Rojas.

£ * &

BRAZIL eonducted $70 million
worth of trade with Soviet-bloc
nations in 1955. This compared
with $43 million in 1954, Indi-
cations, says Tad Szule in the
Dee, 31 N.Y. Times, are that
this trade will rise even higher
in the new year. “Representa-
tives from the Communist gov=
ernments are increasingly active
in- Brazil and elsewhere inLatin
America,” says Szule, “offering
tempting export-import possibil-
ities on terms that usually are
more attractive than those of
the West. The urge to export ~
surplus goods [primarily sugar
and coffee] while importing ma-
chinery, chemicals and other such
products without expending
scarce hard currency makes
these prospects enticing to Latin
Americans.”

£ % &

ACCORDING to a recent Chase
Manhattan Bank report reviewed
by Robert M. Hallett in the Jam,
4 Christian Seience Monitor, U.S.
private investments in Latin
America added up to $6 1/4 billion
by the end of 1954, That,is more
than double the figure at the end
of World War IL “In effect,’” says
Hallett, “the United States has
replaced Spain as the economic
‘mother country’ of Latin Amer-
ica.” Though Latin Americans
want U.S. puaranteed markets,
puaranteed prices for their pro-
ducts and grants to aid in-
dustrialization, the “mother coun-
try” has “not been very warm to
these overtuves.”
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L. L. Colbert, president of Chrysler
Corporation, recently . announced that
Chrysler was to spend a billion dollars in
expansion. This expansion program will
be devoted primarily to “research, ex-
perimentation and finding new ways to
adapt advanced automotive design to ad-
vanced production methods and faecilities.”

Not long after a group of us employed
in a Chrysler plant read this in the Chry-
sler Magazine, Marge, one of the workers,
fell on the floor in pain. As the new car
models were passing by her, she lay among
the refuse on the factory floor. Yesterday’s
garbage, and today’s fresh refuse, oil, dint
and paint rags, tobaceco juice, spittle, nails,

and tar. When her fellow workers finally’

got her carried into the women’s room she
was placed on the cockroach-filled cot, that
had recently been dusted with Chrysler’s
cockroach powder.

After twenty minutes of lying there in
pain, two plant protection men finally
arrived to take her to the company hos-
pital. There she was given the “sure test’*
of illness: the nurse placed a thermometer
in her mouth, and allowed her to lie down
a few minutes. The nurse kindly informed
her that she didn’t have a temperature, it
was only up one degree, and that she was
to return to work.

When she got back to her department,
this time alone, the pains increased, the
workers were concerned, for she apparently
had all the symptoms of appendicitis. The
foreman told her to get back on the line,
her work was going down undone and she
must catch it up. The workers insisted that
she should go home despite the foreman’s
orders, for she was in great pain.

Marge finally just couldn’t take any
more, and under threat of being fired, she
decided that she must leave the shop and

Incident at Chrysler

By Janet McGreager

get to a doctor. Fifteen minutes afifer she
had left the shop she was on the emergency
table of a nearby hospital for a ruptured
appendix. If she had held off any longer
for fear of losing her job, she would have
lost her life.

This incident recalled to us how little
concern the company has for human life,
and how much concern for production and
profits. All of us remembered the time last
vear when old John, who was working be-
tween the cars on the moving line, fell and
died there with a heart attack. What 2
battle we had to put up to get the foreman
to stop the line while we pulled his body
from between the cars, and what a battle
we had to keep the line shut down while
we waited for the men to come to take him
to the hospital! As he lay there on the
floor for some 25 minutes or so, they ex-

. pected us to erawl over him and keep on
working., . - _

There was one thing they made haste
about all right. All the foremen ran around
getting his records, getting his time cards
cleared out, because if old John, with his
32 years of faithful service, had lived seven
hours more, he would have been eligible
for his vacation bonus check, amounting
to three weeks pay. But by the fast action
of the foremen and the clerks, his widow
was denied this pay that old John had
worked for almost a year — minus seven
hours.

Though they appropriate a billion dollars
for the new and modern techniques to
speed up production and thereby the death
of workers not one penny is spent in ex-
panding or even improving the facilities
for the health or care of the workers who
make this billion dollars for them. Human
life is by far the cheapest item in the
bookkeeping system of the corporations.

“*Marty*

By Treni Hutter

For once I agree with the New York film
critics: They have voted “Marty” the
yvear’s best American picture. This inde-
pendent (Hecht - Lancaster) production,
written by Paddy Chayefsky (and based
on his TV play), superbly acted by Ernest
Borgnine, Betsy Blair, Esther Minciotti
and others, certainly didn’t cost millions
and has neither Technicoltr nor Cinema-
scope; but it does have something that so
many slick Hollywood spectaculars are
lacking: Realism, a sincere portrayal of
every-day people — not the wealthy
glamour boys and dolls Hollywood is
attached to. Once again we see that when-
ever American movie makers show courage
and sincerity they can do just as well as
the famous Italian realists.

Marty is a heavy-set, rather sensitive,
decent man of 34, working in a butcher’s
shop although he would have preferred to
go to college after the war, faced with the
question whether he should buy the store
his boss wants to sell hirh — and, above
all, terribly lonely and frustrated in a big
city; an “ordinary” guy, not very attrac-
tive to women, continuously bothered by
the indiscreet petty-bourgeois question,
“When are you getting married?” His
loneliness ends when he finally meets a
school-teacher, a nice, friendly girl who is
equally lonely and frustrated and recog-
nizes his human qualities.

Marty’s loneliness and his relationship
with his “friends,” who are no real friends
but just companions superficially linked in
common frustration, trying hard (of! 1
unsuccessfully) to dig up dates for Satur-
day night, are very significant. So ig the
depressing atmosphere of the bar where
they hang around and the joyless ballroom.
There are millions of Martys all over the

country and they hang around the same
bars and the same ballrooms. . .

Nowhere has capitalism been pushed to
such extremes as in the U.S. Western
*European capitalism is completely rotten,
but it has not been able to influence human
relations to quite the same extent as Amer-
ican capitalism, that all-embracing giant.
The latter has increasingly atomized the
crowds, especially in the petty bourgeoisie
of the big cities, since the petty bour-

geoisie do not feel that basic solidarity we '

frequently find among the workers.

~ A motion picture like “Marty” is not
nerely touching; it makes us more con-
scious of a situation which many persons
tend to accept as being natural but which,
in fact, is not natural at all. It is a situa-
tion-as unsound as the social and economie
system of which it is a result; and a better
social system would undoubtedly create
better human relations.

A socialist society would not be a shape-
less mass in which the individual easily
feels isolated and lost, but a harmonious
organization coordinating the efforts and
abilities of all and permitting every one
to freely develop his or her talents and
individual personality (without any eco-
nomic or police pressures).

Naturally, such a system would be bound
to evolve its own standards of human
value and patterns of behaviour (as
every social and economic system does),
and the millions of people like Marty could
develop and be appreciated quite dif-
ferently, relieved of the bitter problem of
frustration and loneliness.

“Marty” is a movie that makes us think.
We have to be grateful for such pictures.

It’_s a masterwork in every respect. Don’t
miss it!

Notes from the_News -

GEORGIA’S GOVERNOR MARVIN GRIFFIN
has come in for widespread criticism from Georgia
residents for his abtempt to stop the Georgia
Tech-Pittsburgh football game because Pitt had
a Negro player on its team. When the State
FPatrol gathered around the Governor's munsion
to guard it Rev. C. T. Pratt, head of the Church
of God in Dalton, Georgia (a wmilitant, pro-union
religious movement) and co-publisher of the news-
paper The Southemner, commented, “Well, at least
those patrolmen are not out herding scabs o
break strikes on some cotton-mill hill. They're
down there in Atlanta guarding the chief scab of
them all.”

* & &

THE EIGHT-MONTH STRIKE of the 850
Louisiana Godchaux Sugar Co. strikers has been
won. Workers began to return to the plant Dec.
15. “Heads here are very high,” said District
Director George Thomas of the Packinghouse
Workers, “We are going fo get that dime raise
that wus the original-issue of the strike, and we
have owr union and unity stronger than ever.”
Refurning ~ workers rvetain their acetimulated
seniority rights. Only 80 of the original group
broke ranks under the heavy pressure of the
bosses and the state and local administrations.
“It should be realized," a union official suid, “thal
Godchaux had all the sirikebreakers it could use,
recruited from all over the state, There was even
a waiting list.”

* * % ,

UNITED MINE WORKERS JOURNAL editor.
Justin McCarthy, commenting on Lhe AFL-CIQ
unity conventions im the Dec. 15 {ssue, suys, “One
of the most incongruous spectacles was (he
pageant presented af the OI0 convention om the
histor’y of that fermer militant and fighting or-

-
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ganization. It took a real rewriting of history to
leave the role of John L. Lewis in that history
out, of the pageant. . . Sort of like Joe Stalin
writing the history of the Russian Revolution
without mentioning Leon Trotsky.”

¥ ok ¥

HE WAS BEATEN and ducked in boiling water
by drill sergeants because he chewed gum in
c¢lass, This is charged by ex-marine Earl D. Brown
who is suing the government for $175,000 in
damages. The suit was filed in the San Diego
Distriel Court.

® % %

FLINT CHEVROLET WORKERS were lnid off
or cul to a four-day week in the past month, The
Seavchlight, newspaper of UAW Local 659 writes,
“It’s eertainly a shame that the ones behind this
untimely layoff could not have wailed at Jeast
until afiler the holiday season to put these people
oul on the street.”

¥ % ¥

THE YELLOW DOG CONTRACT, an anti-
union weapon of former yeatrs, is being revived
in the Miami hotel strike, A hotel union official
displayed photostatic copies of “company loyalty”
slatements one hotel was foreing its workers to

~ sign. The stirike, which began last April, has been

attacked by injunctions, discharge threats to em-
ployes, state laws and the refusal of the National
Labor Relations Board to intervene, Five: mijor
hotels have signed and the strike will continue
with the backing of the national AFL-CIO,

Ok %

WELFARE COSTS in the state of New York
are running $15 willion higher in 1965 than in
1954 the N. Y. Times reports. The increase is
attributed mainly to *“larger medical hills and
bigger families,”

L4
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Letters to Kutcher

[James Kutcher has selected
from his mail letters of interest
to Militant readers. We are pub-
lishing two of these  letters be-
low and will publish others in
subsequent issues. — Ed:]
Dear Jim:
As a fellow veteran, I wish
you well in the New Year, I
hope your courageous fight will
be successful and that for which|
we fought in World War II will]
be achieved. Due to the feelings
of insecurity present in the
country today, I must remain...
Just a Friend
. * % %
Dear Friend Kutcher: '
I will make it as brief as
possible ‘seeing 'you are going to
be extremely busy answering and
assorting all your mail now that
the N.Y, Post has given your
address.
We all. sympathize with you
for your discomfort and loss of
job and the dire consequences
attached to such an event, May
it not be vrepeated, eclsewhere,
ever again,

No American who -is fair
minded can turn away from your
plight. And for action, you need
more citizens, veterans, who will
stand up and fight for your
right, if need be on shortened
legs, crippled limbs, and the
like, who should be the first to
surround you with a solid
phalanx of right-minded men and
women who know and love jus-
tice and what it truly means!
Count me as one who would do
this very thing!

M. K.
Brooklyn,

F % %

Seattle NAACP

Editor:

The vesentment of the Negro
people against racial terror in
the South and those Negro lead-
ers in the North who refuse to
do anything about it, broke out
in the open, in Seattle, with the
resignation, November 12, of
James Melver, local President of
the NAACP frem the Mt. Zion
Baptist Church. :

Melver charges that Rev. Gil
B. Lloyd, pastor of this large
and influential church in the
Negro community, has refused
to cooperate with the NAACP
on several occasions. When the
Till Protest Meeting was called,
he refused again. .

In his letter of resignation to
Rev. Lloyd, Melver states: “You

N.Y.
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in your church; you objected to
the passing out of leaflets to
your congregation outside the
church auditorium; you refused
any and all forms of financial
assistance; you refused to sit on

the platform as an invited
guest.”
This stand by the Seattle

President of the NAACP. against
a do-nothing attitude on the Till
case, ‘'was front page mnews in
the November 18 issue of the
Pacific Leader, sole Negro news-
paper in the Seattle area. It
caught most of the community
by surprise, as the NNAACP here
is not particularly noted for
its militancy in the struggle
against Jim Crow, The NAACP
had called no meetings on the
Till case and paid almost no
attention to .it until its protest
meeting of Nov. 9 — six weeks
after the murder of TilL

The resignation of Pres. Me-
Iver, as well as the calling of
the Till protest meeting, reveal-
ed that the sentiment of the
overwhelming majority of the
Negroes, and especially the Ne-
gro working class, had forced its
way through to the NAACP,
compelling it to engage in a
struggle against the hesitancy
and complacency of a powerful
section of the “talented tenth”
who act as leaders in the Negro
community.

The public resignation also
revealed that the effective or-
ganization of the fight against
Jim Crow requires a fight with-
in the Negro community, itself
against the hesitancy and com-
placency of a powerful section
of the “talented tenth” who aect
as leaders in the Negre com-
munity.

In Seattle, as in most sections
of the NAACP, the mainstays
of the organization have come,
by and large, from the middle
class; lawyers, professionals,
ministers and small business-
men. Its only connection with
the overwhelmingly working
class Negro population coimes to
it second hand through its finan-
cial dependence upon the large
church organizations, and the
many Negro ‘clubs and lodges in
the city. While they often be-
come concerned with the most
manifest expressions of pre-
Judice, (especially where it af-
fects the “talented tenth”) the
naked truth.is that the Negro
middle class has strong economic
and social ties with the swstem
of segregation itself. As small
husinessmen their trade depends

refused to publish this meeting

upon Negro buyers; as lawyers,

the Floor|

doctors or dentists, their clientele
is predominantly Negro. As min-
isters, their main commodity is
a place in heaven where the
problems of segregation and
diserimination will be solved for
all time, '

The talented tenth, however,
are torn by many contradictions
which are veflected in the con-
fused and hesitant policy of the
NAACP. While they derive clear
benefits from segregation — es-
pecially during this period of
relative prosperity — diserimina-
tion sets a limit on their capital-
ist aspirations, and they con-
front prejudice daily. In addi-
tion, they are so deeply depen-
dent upon the income and support
of the Negro working eclass for
their very existence, that they
must put on a semblance of a
struggle for their unconditional
assimilation into American so-
ciety, which is the driving need
of the Negro wage earner.

The Seattle NAACP has long
been identified among Negro
workers with the more conserva-
tive wing of the “talented tenth,”
and has, as a consequence, only
shallow roots in the community.
Mclver's open declaration of op-
position to a tacit acceptance of
Jim Crow, is therefore, a great
service to the NAACP and the
fight against discrimination. It
was an act which will make him
some enemies among the Negro
leaders but will avouse strong
support from most of the Negro
people.

If Seattle’s NAACP has the
courage to wage a continued
struggle against conservatism in
the Negro community, and fol-
low Meclver’s declaration with
deeds and a militant program

of aection, it can earn a real
base among Negro workers.
Through their participation, it

can be transformed into an. or-
ganization fighting uncomprom-
isingly against diserimination
and segregation in all its forms.
Frank Powers
Seattle, Wash.

& * *
Likes Militant
Editor:

I am very thankful for the
way you handled my subserip-
tion. Your agent called, but I
was not at home. Sure I want
the Militant. What other papers
hide in some remote place in
their paper o: else don’t print at
al, ie on your freat page as it
should he.

G. C.

Flint, Mich,

By Robert Chester

Frank Hague, the former dic-
tator of Jersey City, died in his
swank Park Avenue, New York,
home on New Year’s Day, He died
as he lived, surrounded by the
trappings of wealth and “re-
spectability” in the political and
social circles in which he traveled
during his lifetime.

Hague cannot be lumped to-
gether with the general mn of
politicians. He was something
special. His tight political ma-
chine, based on kickbacks and
political patronage, his strong-
arm squads and brutal police
force, his vicious anti-unionism
and bland disregard of civil rights
in Jersey City, all summed up in
his dictum, “I am the law,* made
him the prototype of the Amer-
ican flascist leader.

These activities did not make
lim less acceptable to the capital-
ist class. The news of his death
was front page copy in the major
newspapers, and the lengiths of
his obituaries established his
prominence in their eyves.
reality his views and actions did
not conflict with those of the
capitalist politicians, he only
carnied their practices to a logieal
conclusion.

Hague entered politics on the
fowest ward-heeler level. As a
resident of the *“horseshoe dis-
triet” he was elected a constable
at the age of 21, then City Hall
enstodian, member of the Street
and Water Board, (gity Commis-
sioner and then Mayor, a post
that he maintained for 30 years.
His experience included every
form of political brawling, horse-
trading and maneuvering, The
rulés were simple — to whoever
built the strongest machine and
could dispense the most patronage
went the spoils. On a salary that
never exceeded $8,500 a year he
amassed a fortune that went well
over two million dollars. This
alone was enough to throw a
Horatio Alger hale around this]
head.

Onee he had established his
domain in Jersey City, Hague
rapidly expanded his activities ko
the state and mational sceme. He
vlected New Jersey Governors and
Congressmen for many years and
became a Nabional Committee
member of the Democratic Party,
He boasted that he was respon-

In |

sible for swinging New Jersey
behind" Franklin D. Roosevelt in
1932, He served as a vice-chair-
man of the Democratic Party.

Cl0 CALLED UN-AMERICAN

Hague’s distinction. from the
run-of-the-mill politicians became
clear in the 1930’s when he de-
veloped some of the techniques
that have become standard for
American fascists, When the CIO
began to organize in industrial
Hudson County, Hague used his
police, American legionnaires and
gangs of political hoodlums to
expel any organizers found in his
bailiwick.

The first test came on Nov. 29,
1937, Twenty CIO organizers
crossed the Hudson River to dis-
tribute copies of the Bill of Rights
in Journal Square, the center of
the city. They were seized, clubbed
and otherwise manhandled by
Hague's cops and plainclothes-
men. Thirteen were placed under
arrest and the others forcibly
deported across the Hudson.

The American Civil Liberties
Union and the Workers Defense
League, with Norman Thomas at
its head, then decided to make a
test, Aipril 30, 1938. Wihen Thiomas
attempted to speak, his support-
ers were attacked by the police
and Thomas was ejected from the
city “for his own safety.”

Two liberal Congressmen ac-
cepted the invitation of the Stal-
inist  controlled International
Labor Defense to speak al a
protest rally in Journal Square
May 7. Hague’s machine swung
into action. Newspaper ads, bill-
boards and personal contacting
called upon the supporters of
Hague to “Show their American-
ism” and mass in Journal Square.
City officials and Legionnaires
carried placards reading, “Reds
FDestroy Industry and Business
but not in Jersey City,” “Civil
Liberties Union is a Cloak for
Communism,” ete. The Congress-
men failed to appear and the
battle was avoided.

When Hague was brought into
the courts his influence in Jersey
politics gave him a new forum in
which to carry on his “crusade
against Communism.” He assailed
the OO as “un-American” and
“Yreyolitionary,” and charged ol
was aiming to overthrow the gov-
ernment by force and violence. He

g

“I AM THE LAW” HAGUE DIES

urged that all “reds” should be
exiled to a concentration camp in
Alaska. The Judge's decision,
carefully couched, gave Hague the
right to control meetings by
requiring permits and advance
eopies  of all speechest Thus
Hague emerged triwmphant, in
complete control of “his” city.
While World War II cut across
these class battles and Haguism
faded into the background, his
successes were not lost upon the

ideas from Hague. McCarthy and
Eastland follow him in a more
direct line. The would-be Hitler
type is a part of U.S. politics.
Only a deepening social crisis is
needed to provide them with a
fascist movement..

The growth of the witeh hunt
in the last decade has made
botalitarian practices quite com-
mon. When James Kuftcher ap-
peared before the Veterans Ad-
ministration Committee on Waiv-
ers and Forfeitures to defend him-
self against the fantastic charges
of aiding an enemy in wartime,
its chairman, Peyton H. Moss,
when asked what the rules of
procedure were, declared with a
straight face, “I'll make the rules
as we go along.” Even though
Hague was already on his death
bed, his spirit was very much
alive in Washington.

While Hague is consecrated in
a chureh to which he contributed
a $50.000 altar amd his former
lieutenants shower his bier with
flowers, his real place in Amer-
ican history has been fixed as a
pioneer of American fascism.

More Women
In Unions

Wiomen constitute an inereas-
ingly important section of the
onganized labor movemenit in the
UIS. the Department of Labor
reports. Qut of appfoximately 18
miillion members of unions, women
number about three million. They
compose more than half the
members of 18 unions grouped
mainly in service trades and
manufacturing, It is expected thut
the percentage of women wumion
members will inverease wilh the

dtive to  orgamize office and
clerical workesrs.
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succeeding fascist fipures. Gerald
L. K. Smith borrowed many of his

month, is the militant reply

Jim Crow Bus
Boycott Hits :
Co. Pocketbook

By Henry Gitano
JAN. 1 — A powerful boyceott, now entering its second

-

to Jim Crow busses by the

Negro community of Montgomery, A-iabama.

the white supremacists, was
sparked by the arrest of Rosa
Parks, a Negro seamstress, last
Dee. 2. Mrs. Parks was seated
in the front of a city bus while
the wvehicle was completely oc-
cupied by Negroes. A white
woman entered, and the driver
ordered Mrs. Parks to give up
her seat and move to the rear.

Mrs. Parks refused to be seg-
regated. She protested that she
had been there first, paid her
fare, and had no intention of
giving up her seat. Thereupon,
the driver who has police power
for enforcing segregation under
Alabama’s law, arrested Mrs.
Parks. She was fined $14.

MASS MEETING

The boycott of Jim Crow
busses by Montgomery’s 40,000
Negroes started the next day.
On Dec. 5, a mass meeting was
held at which Negro Ileaders
urged that the boycott be con-
tinued; a throng of 5,000 roared
their approval. A spokesman at
the meeting said “the boycott
would continue until people who
ride busses are no longer in-
timidated, embarrassed and co-
erced.”

This mass action to combat®

Transit officials Dec, 9 re-
jected “first-come, first-served”
demands of Negro leaders. And
company - attorney Jack Cren-
shaw rejected a suggestion that
Negro drivers be hired for routes
through predominantly Negro
sections.

The boycott is estimated to be
90% to 95% effective. The Mont-
gomery White Citizen’s Council
placed ads in the local press:

“Make this Bus Week. Ride
the busses. Show the "National
City Lines that you appreciate
their service, or else they may
not think it worth their while to
renew their franchise.” :

It was a futile effort. The bus
company has pulled 809 of its
busses out of service and laid-
off 76% of its drivers. Three
quarters of Montgomery’s bus
riders are Negroes,

With resourcefulness and coure
age Negroes in Montgomery are
holding the fort in this dramatic
struggle. Car pools, Negro cab
companies taking passengers at
a dime a head, hiking, and a
fierce determination to fight dis=
crimination are the ingredients
of Montgomery’'s battle for a

South with civil rights.

{Confinued from page 1)
groundwork for a major attack
on freedom of the press. Scores
of witnesses from wvarious New
York newspapers have been

‘| grilled in secret session by the

committee. The bulk of the sub-
poenaed witnesses are reported
to be members of the N.Y.
Times staff. Eastland says for
the record that the “investiga-
tion” is not aimed at the press—
just “communism.”

But This overly - enthusiastic
supporter, colummnist John
O'Donnell  of the N.Y. Daily

News, blurted out in his Dee. 27
column that the @'imes was the
major target of the hearings
and declared: “This investigation
has as its background frequent
charges . . . that news reports
of the early hearings held by
the late Senator McCarran . . .
and the later hearing by Senator
McCarthy were given a false
emphasis and twisted interpreta-
tions, in print and on the air,
when they finally' reached the
eyes and ears of the greal seg-
ments of the republic.”

In order to facilitate its com-
ing smear attack on those pa-
pers that have been even mildly
critical of the witch hunters, the
committee is trying to refurbish
the reputation of the govern-
ment’s stable of paid stool
pigeons. The Eastland committee
issued Dec. 27 a booklet rehash-
ing the stock story of the “‘com-
munist congpiracy.” The central
theme of the work is that Com-
munist Party renegades and
paid stool pigeons are “indispen-
sable” to its work.

Two days later the committee
released a special supplement de-
voted to Harvey Matusow, It re-
peats again the phony claim
that Matusow was telling the
truth when he was helping the
government frame members of
the Communist Party, and ignores
the fact that Matusow himself
easily proved he was lying in his
story about “Communists” on the
N. Y. Times stafif.

But glaring contradiction to
fact is no problem for these ex-
perts of the Big Lie technique.
What is decisive for them is the
power they wield to smear,
frame and shout down., Thanks
to their alliance with the North-
ern Democrats Eastland and his
committee colleagues have that
power. His new “federation”
constitutes an effort to supple-
ment that power with a coordin-
ated “grass roots” movement.

The significance of Eastland’s
double - barrelled activity was
well pegged by Roy Wilkins,
NAACP executive secretary in
his Dec. 30 statement. (See edi-

tonial page three.) Wilkins
charged:
“It appears now that the

(White Citizens) Councils may
be a threat to America general-
ly. They have a frightening re-
semblance to the pattern made
infamous by the Nazi party in
Germany. Using the Negro as
an excuse, even as the Nazis
used the Jews in Gernany, the
literafure and spokesmen For ihe
Council are’ denguncing all and
sundry as communistic or dupes
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or fremts for communism , . .

... Eastland’s Gang

EASTLAND

As chairman of the Senate Sub-
committee on Internal Security,
Senator Eastland’s probe of the
press under the guise of hunting
communism gives more than a
hint of how these groups hope
to operate.”

Last November Walter Reu-
ther announced that the power-
ful United Auto Workers Union,
in cooperation with the NAACP
and other organizations were
planning a “nation-wide mobili-
zation to converge on Washing-
ton early next year” to demand
Congressional aection on civil
rights legislation, .

The influential Negro news-
paper, the Pittsburgh Courier on
Dec. 10 opened a ecampaign to
put pressure on the federal gov-
ernment to send troops to Miss-
issippi and protect the lives,
property and eivil rights of the
Negro people of that state. At
the same time militant Negro -
leader Dr, Theodore Howard has
called for a mass March on
Washington to compel the gov-
ernment ‘to acl dgainst the
wholesale violations of the U.S.
Constitution. .

The ominous new moves of
Eastland and his cohorts against
civil rights and c¢ivil liberties
brings sharply to the fore the
regrettable fact that no further
steps have been announged either
by Reuther or the NAACP lead-
ership to carry through the ure
gently needed mass mobilization.
At their present pace the most
they will turn up in Washington
is a relatively small group of
lobbyists. The record of such
lobbying activity demonstrates
that it will not succeed in pene-
trating what Dr. Howard des-
cribed as the “deaf ear” of the
government. .

Only a giant rally of Iabor
and the Negro people can effees,
tively counter the moves of the
Eastland gang and force .the
Northern allies of the Dixiecrats
—in both parties —to earry- out
their oft-repeated civil rights
promises. :
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