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"West Germany into an armed

‘manyythus -serving-notico. that

Another giant stride in the headlong race of the Tru-

man administration toward

Adenauer, puppet head of West
Germany, in committing their
governments to an unholy “con-
m.”

"The signing of the document
at Bonn, Germany, May 26 was
hailed by the major American
propaganda mediums that echo
the State Department. It was
lauded by Adenauer, political
spokesman of the German cartels
and front-man for the refurbished
Nazis. But for the German peo-
ple, as for the working people
everywhere, the event had'a dif-
ferent significance. The Social
Democratic Party, voicing nation-
wide ‘sentiment of the workers,
called it “a black day for Ger-

"Like the treaty with Japan it
is painted up as a step toward
“peace.”” Like the treaty with
Japan it does ‘not confer sover-
eigrity upon the conquered na-
tion, It provides for the continued
quartering of American troops —
whichi can be used against the
native working class should they
seek to install a workers and
farmers@overnmént. Its real ob-
j'pf}j,tive, as in the case of Japan,
is ‘not peace but conversion of

camp, a spearhead of the world-
wide coalition organized by Amer-
jcan imperialism for war on the

"That is why ‘the “contract”
calls for another 300,000 German
troops to be integrated into the
growing legions under command
of the Pentagon. And that is why
the “contract” also lifts the bars
on construction of a new German
air force, revives the German
armament industry and permits
work with atomic materials.

“On top of everything else, in an
addresd fpllowing the ceremony,
Adenauer brandished the pact as
a. powerful new political weapon
in the struggle with East - Ger-

we ¢an presently expect the “cold
war”. -over - Germany to take a
warmer -turn.

BACKGROUND OF PACT

_ For American imperialism, the
“contract” signed by Adenauer
marks achievement of one of the
goals caleulated possibly as early
as 1945, when shortly after V-J
Day General Marshall contemp-
tuously derided illusions about

as taken when representatives of France, Britain and the

the abyss of World War III

United States joined Chancellor ®

construction of a military ma-
chine unparalleled in history. The
Militant charged at the time (Oct.
20, 1946) that “The Third Wiorld
War is already in the blueprint
stage.” : /

Milestones in converting this
blueprint into reality were Win-
ston Churchill’s Fulton, Mo,
speech ‘March 5, 1946, setting up
‘the Soviet Union and “com-
munism” as the main target; the
subsequent Truman Doectrine and
Marshall Plan implementing
Churchill’s declaration; and the
whole series of military alliances
engineered under Marshall’s per-
sonal supervision that began by
integrating North and South
America militarily, then extended
to the 'Atlantic, the Pacific and
Mediterranean. .

The cold war was part of the
strategy. Truman’s intervention
in Korea was but a repetition on
a more dangerous level of his
plunge into the bloody civil war
in Greece. :

In the light of this background
—  with its accompanying arms
race at home, “loyalty” purges,
nationwide witch hunt and anti-
labor drive - the pact with
Japan and now with Germany are
clearly revealed as part and
parcel of a caleulated drive
straight toward atomic war.

squeeze, the alarm of the Kremlin
over the ceremony- at Bonn is
understandable, Stalin’s repeated
offers to Washington and London
for continuation of the war-time
deals have met with rejection.

self unable to give the conces-
sions ‘the imperialists need to
reverse the decline of world
capitalism, such as opening up

Union to capitalist exploitation.
However, Stalin continues his

within the limits of the Potsdam
agreement—while simultanéously
threatening “civil war.” But the
blandishments now are aimed
principally at the German capital-
ist- class — unification of Ger-
many on.a capitalist basis, in-
cluding - acquiescence in a new
military machine, and a lucrative
market in the Soviet Union and
China. Stalin is saying, “I showed
for my part I could co-exist even
with Hifler. Why not with you?”
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Up to now Stalin has found him- |

the rich resources of the Soviet

policy of offering a deal —

for Democratic "Action,

“Never, never throw away a winning program.” +— President Truman in speech to the Americans

in Washington, May 17.

Open Letter Shows
U.S., British PW’s
Want Korea Peace

Ninety - four American and
British prisoners of war at the
Petkonz camp in North Korea

Spreading Witch Hunt
Brings Wider Protests

By John F. Petrone
The more the witch hunt spreads, the more liberals

negotiations with Moscow for a
peaceful settlement of differences,
Churchmen are - crying out

CIO News Defends
WP to State Ballot

as a ‘“dangerous
measure” that “imperils” free-
dom of speech” and can be used

emphasized the sinister implica-
tions of the fascist-like law by
pointing out that its “first use”
to deny a place on the
ballot to the Socialist Workers
Party.

The text of this important CIO
statement follows:

The Trucks Act — the so-called
“Michigan ecommunist -control
law” — has, since its passage,
done everything but control com-
munists.

“The Michigan CIO Council op-

was

posed -passage’ of —the-Trwcks-bilk)

because of its dangerous catch-
all  terminology,
are, already adequate laws deal-

ing with sabotage and treasom,|

and because the law would not
combat communism at all.

A 'striking illustration of the
danger of the Trucks Act is at-
torney-general Millard’s use of
this so-called anti-communist

CIO0 Paper Says Trucks Law
Is ““Totalitarian Measure,”’
Peril to Freedom of Speech

The Michigan CIQ News, official weekly publicat’ion
of the Michigan CIO Council, in a statement on the edi-
torial page of the May 22 issue, denounced the Trucks Law

totalitarian ® - _

because there|

CIO Paper’'s Stand

DETROIT, May 26 — Far-
rell Dobbs, Presidential dandi-
date of the Socialist Workers
Party today hailed the Mich-
igan CI0O News comments on
the Michigan Trucks law as a
“blow against the police-state
trend in America.”

“By its stand,” Dobbs said,
“the Michigan CIO News helps
defend the civil liberties of the
union movement, which are
just as much under attack by
this fascist-like law as are the
civil liberties of the Socialist
Workers Party and the Com-

~munist_Party, I _don't_agree

with. everything in the article |

but I welcome it as a hearten-
ing blow against the police-

state trend in America.”

qlher, minor groups of.whatever
political complexion?

Some political erackpots have
said and are saying
Democratic party is dominated by

“poace” in the post-war world and| And the offer is tempting. But | have appealed to the people of | and even non-political elements it attacks. This has a tWo-| against this reprisal as an attack Laﬂ‘?;ti?j";?;tan?z‘;ﬁ‘;ztl'°‘““F“““'St the CIO, which in turn s
announced Pentagon plans for (Continued on page 2) this country to “band together| sided effect: On the one hand, it tends to intimidate more | on their freedom of speech and : ! dominated by communists. In
: now and raise a unified and people and to silence them ‘into®—— - —— | other groups correctly denounce Under the broad powers of the|such circumstances, the broad

mighty voice that will be heard”
for an end to the war in Korea.

conformity. On the other hand, it! American Civil Liberties Union,

tends. to awaken bhroader sections

demoted, because he spoke public-

it as an. infringement of the

general right of petition.

catchall law, Millard denied a

place on the Michigan ballot to

language of the law would permit
the attorney - general to declare

e i y ® o ‘| The petition, written on sheets of . y Bi s s ; the Socialist Workers party, a|the Democratic party to bé

(c o nep 4 : of the population to the real ob-!1ly in favor of democratic rights - - S s . : 1 party a

o ea‘e ' e apl a 'sm rice paper, is called an “Open|jectives of the witch hunt, to|for students and proseribed SM‘E-'\R WSB MEMBERS b’;;él foe of the Communist I\.Ul?\'l‘_‘.rsi\’e organization not en-
Letter to the American Punblic.”| joach them that not “communism” | obganizations and = because he Even top leaders of the re-|Party. titled to-a place 'on the ballot.

Lives,” Says Grace Carlson

MINNEAPOLIS, May 15 — “There can be no peace

as long as capitalism exists.”

With these words Dr. Grace

‘arlson, Socialist Workers Party candidate for Vice Pn:esi-

dent keynoted her remarks on
“7J,S. and the World Crisis” at a
University of Minnesota sym-
posium, which included Dr. For-
rést Wiggins, philosophy instruc-
tor being. purged for his  “left
wing” views, and Prof. Ralph G.
Ross. . The symposium was spon-
sored by the U, of Minn. Social-
ist Club.

Professor Ross, a-social-demo-
crat ‘of the Sidney Hook brand,
was exposed by both Dr. Carlson

s

The petition was sent by Pfe.
Paul F. Schnur, whose father is
secretary of the San Francisco
CI0 Council.. Private Schnur’s
mother flew to New York last
week in order to lay the petition
before UN Secretary Trygve Lie
and Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt, a
U.S. delegate to the UN.
“Recently we heard,” | the
captured soldiers wrote in theig
appeal, “that both sides in the
fighting had downed arms only to
resume fighting again on the
orders of the President, who gave
as one reason the safety of the

prisoners of war being held by
the enemy. How, may we ask,
does continuation of the slaughter
at the front ensure our safety?. ..
Air battles are continually being

but the suppression of all demo-
cratic rights is the issue, and to
produce stronger and more active
protests from them.

The Lenz case is only one of
several recent examples. The an-
nounced demotion of Dr. Harold
C. Lenz from his post of dean of
students at Queens College has
aroused .a growing storm of con-
demnation from teachers, stu-
dents, newspapers and civic or-
ganizations. Lol

Dr. Lenz is an anti-communist
liberal, an officer of Americans
for Democratic Action .and the

Proof That the

refused to put a his

political views.
CARPENTER CASE

Another case that has provoked
wide repercussions and the
awareness that the witch hunt
is menacing the rights of non-
radicals involves the Rev. Dr. J.
Henry Carpenter, executive sec-
retary of the Brooklyn Division
of the Protestant Council of New
York and president of the Brook-
lyn Council of Social Planning.
The liberal N. Y. Post describes
him as “an outspoken anti-
Communist.” '

Yet when Dr. Carpenter ap-
plied for a passport to visit Japan
on church activities, the State
Department denied it, without

gag on

peatedly purged CIO unions are
not immune to redbaiting attack.
“Public” members of the Wage
Stabilization Board have been
getting the smear treatment as
“left wingers” since their ap-
proval of a minority of the steel
union’s demands. At the same
time labor members of the WSB
have been subjected to insinua-

been

(Continued on Page 4)

This was the first use of the
law to be made in Michigan. The
anti-communist law has not yet
used against communists,
who have, instituted legal action
to declare the act invalid.

If the attorney - general can
crack down on the Socialist
Workers party under the Trucks
law; what is to prevent him from

taking similar action against

Ridiculous? Well, it is possible
under the Trucks act.

The act sets up four broad
definitions of a “communist”, ., ,
oply one of the four definitions
cites membership in the Com-
munist party. The act also sets
up- catch-all definitions for “Com-
munist party” and “communist
front organizations.” These defi-

(Continued on page 2)

Court Hears Trucks Act
Case; Will Rule In June

and - instructor Wiggins as an fought above our camp and we . ; giving a reason. Later, an of- : e
imperialist warmonger disguised are filled with fear every time WIl'Ch HI.II“' Affecl's ficial stated it had been denied| DETROIT — New evidence has|denee, without a hearing and]jury?” he mumbled a reply that
s & libaral, ) the alert is sounded and ‘the \ . because of his “politics.” Still| come to light that the sponsors|without even presenting specific| could not be plainly heard.

The three-hour debate “alter- planes come over, On several oc- EVBI’Y Amerlcan later- it was 1‘_81)03‘ted that Dr.|of the Michigan Trucks law in-| charges against the SWP. Some of the remarks made b
nately - amused, angered, and casions, different camps have N (‘:ar.]?enters C""“GT_CO"S‘SWG of | tend to use 11 _“"df'-]y in an effort .V'I()l \TES ]*‘IF'Tﬁ the judges during tl‘I‘B heariny
shocked the audience” of 150 been subjected to bombing and — See Page 3 — signing an appeal with Rome other| to, keep political opponents off -&MEJI;FDI;[FNT reflected the cumulative effect ogf
students; the Minnesota Daily, strafine by our planes, causing clergymen askmgb hccre_tar_v the ballot. _ % ‘T L o i the five:vear witch hunf e g
campus néwspaper, reported. castalties. . ." i Acheson to enter into direct| gtate solicitor general Edmund| ° It‘.:!uld u}; ew(lencf: 70| ing the. thinking of the courts,

While Ross spent most of his argued before a|Prosecations,  the Trucks law

time attacking the USSR, and in
giving a false account of the
theorerical record of the SWP,
Dr. Carlson and Dr. Wiggins,
discussed the real suject before
the meeting; the role of the U.S.
in colonial revolts.

Proposing greater.rearmament,
Ross was forced to admit that he
wanted no freedom .at present
for the colonial peoples — only
education, forced if necessary, to
“prepare” the colonial people for
democratic government.

“But that might take a hun-
dred vears, “Dr. Wiggins said.

“] don't care if it takes three
hundred,” was Ross’s retort.

Dr. Carlson, however, came out
ungualifiedly for the independence
of all colonial peoples. “Freedom
js what they want,” she said.
“(Give it to.them now.”

CITES CHARLES BEARD
(Citing the imperialist nature of
cdpitalism, Dr. Carlson accused

Grace Carison

when she advised them to read
the

Charles Beard.

or easy, but the truth.

expand. their economies.

thought the

overwhelming evidence in
this connection, compiled by the
outstanding scholar and historian,

Stating that there can be no
peace while there is still capital-
ism in the world, Dr. Carlson
called upon the students think
for themseclves, to get the faets
and follow not what is popular

Dr, Carlson, who campaigned for
Vice President in 1948, and will
run on a Socialist anti-war pro-
gram again in 1952, argued that
war occurred because of the ne-
cessity . for capitalistic nations to

. Dr. Wiggins concluded that he
U.S. not morally
ready for. world leadership, stat-
ing that the “U.S. had better get

NEW YORK, May 28 — The
Saocialist Workers Party -con-
demned Franco terror against
antisfascist Spanish workers in
a letter released today. The letter,
addressed to the Spanish embassy
in Washington, demanded that the
present campaign of arrests and
torture .zgainst members and
leaders of the POUM, the Social-
ist Party and the trade unions
be halted at once.

Among those arrested in Bar-
celona in recent weeks are David
Rey, Manuel Alberich, Francisco
Claramunt and A. Ortega, long-
time members of the POUM
(Workers Party of Marxist
Unity) and the socialist trade
unions. David Rey is now 63
years old, and, after commuta-

tion of a death sentence passed i

celona arrests were preceded by
a wide “amnesty” promise of
Franco's minister of justice.

The Franco regime was con-
demned at the May 13-16 conven-
tion of the CIO United Steel-
workers in Philadelphia in these
words: “The military men may
see in Franco a military base,
The free lJabor movement sees in
the Franco dictatorship a prison
camp for their fellow work-
ers. . .7 >

The Socialist
letter was signed by Farrell
Dobbs, National Chairman of the
SWP and presidential candidate
of the SWP. We reprint Dobbs’
protest, copies of which were sent
to the CIO and AFL, in full:

“The world labor movement
has noted that your government

Workers Partv|

SWP DEMANDS SPAIN HALT TERROR

reported that attacks were under
way against the CNT (syndicalist

trade union federation) and the
Socialist Party. Now it has been
brought to our attention that 30
members of the Workers Party
of Marxist Unity (POUM), and
of the UGT (socialist trade union
federation) have been arrested,
and that the wvictims have been
subjected te - barbarous tortures
in the jails of the Barcelona
police department.

“We gre placing before you the
demand of our organization that
the Barceloma terror be halted,
that the prisoners be released,
and that all political prisoners in
the jails of your government be
granted . unconditional freedom.
We warn you that Franco’s gov-
ernment has been condemned at

C. Shephard
t.hrec-‘_%udrrn federal court on May
20. that the portion of the  law
barring. “subversive” parties from
the ballot is the “most. im-
portant,” the *“crucial” section of
the law.

Shephard’s remarks, made in
reply to a Communist Party suit
to have the law declared uncon-
stitutional, follow the line taken
by acting elections director Frey
who said in an earlier press state-
ment: “In view of the impending
law, we must see that no organ-
ization inclined toward socialism
is given a place on the bhallot.”

This conspiracy to monopolize
public office by trying to outlaw
political opponents as ‘“sub-
versive” has already made the
Socialist Workers Party the first
vietim of the Trucks law.

After complying with all the
provisions of -the election law the
SWP was arbitrarily ruled off
the ballot on the pretense that it
is “subversive under the mean-

requires that members of organ-
izations labeled “subversive” must
register with the state police,
relate every deed and every
thought of their past life, and
act as a stoolpigeon against every
person they ever met who had
an advanced political idea in his
head.

This requirement directly vio-
lates the Fifth Amendment of the
U.S. Censtitution which states
specifically that, “No person . ..
shall be compelled . . . to be a
witness against himself.”

Shephard sought to brazen this
through by asserting that con-
stitutional protection against self-
incrimmation “does not apply to
state laws.” He claimed that “no
great and irreparable injury is
involved” under the Trucks law,

Wien asked if this would be
true in the case of people who
lost their job because of *“sub-
versive” charges, he said, “That’s
their risk.”

One judge remarked that “the
basic objectives of communism
are pretty well ‘known” because
“innumerable deserters have ex-
pounded the basic tenets.”

During a discussion of the
plight of people who never know
when organizations to which they
may belong will be called “sub-
versive,” a judge asked, “Doesn’t
a man know today what he is,
after all the publicity ?”

Another judge asked if the
claim that the Trucks law will
generate fear in the population
isn’t merely a “fanciful argu-
ment.” .

This coloring of judicial thought
by the witch hunt appeared to
be somewhat counter-balanced.by
the realization that grave con-
stitutional questions are involved
in the Trucks law.

It is expected that the decision
of the three-judge court in ‘the
Communist Party suit will be
handed down sometime in June,

Rending the decision of the

the U.S. ruling class of starting|its.own house in order, especially | 1939 by a Franco military | is once again intensifying its|the bar of wn’rld working class|ings of the Trucks law.” At-| To a question from the court,|court, the federal restraining
World War IL Protests against|in the' South,” before trying to|tribunal, spent 10 years in | terror againit the working people | opinlon, and will have to answer | torney general Millard made this|“Would you call going to jail an|order against the enforcement of

this charge were quickly silenced

lead the worlds

Falangist prisons. The new Bar-

of Spain. Some weeks ago, it was

5

for its crimes.”

outrageous ruling without evi-

immediate and irreparable in-

L]

the Trucks law remains in effect.

that the

i

ILITANT




i
|
.‘l

L

A

Notebook of an Agifcator

INFORMER AS HERO

By their heroes ye shall know them — if an
infidel may paraphrase the gospel of St. Mat-
thew — for in the individuals whom they exalt

atid glorify and hold up tg, the youth as exgm- .

ples, every class and every movement unfailing-
1y reveals its standards of worth, its morality,
its very soul.

.Thus, the Communist workers of Germany
glorified the name of the courageous and in-
cotruptible Liebknecht who sacrificed his life
in, battle for a great cause. The degenerate
Mazis countered with the dedication of their
official hymn to Horst Wessel, the pimp who
was killed-in a brawl.

The Liberty Boys of ’76 celebrated Patrick
Henry and his stand for “liberty or death”
The -British oppressors took Benediet Arnold,
the traitor, to their bosom. The Southern slave-
holders hanged John Brown. But the feet of the
slave-liberating s8ldiers of the Union were
quickened.on the march by the song about “John
Brown’s Body,” for his soul marched with them.

“The vanguard of the'modern labor movement.
with its grandiose perspectives of the future,
lives on the memory of Parsons and Debs who
put”the freedom and welfare of the working
people above personal concerns. American capi-
talism, turning rotten before it got fully ripe,
‘a¢claims the stool-pigeon and the informer, Wh_o
squeal and enrich themselves, as the embodi-
ments of the highest good they know. By their
heroes ye shall know them.

Darling of the Renegades

The latest hero and beneficiary of the build-
up is Whittaker Chambers, the darling as well
as the envy of all the renegade intellectuals,
for he has made the biggest splash and drawn
down the biggest “take” of all the professional
witnesses who have ingeniously tied togethe:r
in a package deal their twin ;t':alents for testi-
fying against others and writing about them-
selves. Chambers, who put the finger on Alger
Hiss and got immunity for himself, is cul‘r_‘ent]y
offering a lengthy apologia for an 11nadm1rab1§

. 1life in a scrubbed-up ant~hiography (“Witness,’
“Random House, $5), and at latest reports, I8
doing. pretty good fr himself.

The height of philistine aspiration is reached
when moral complacency is happily combined
with -materia] success. That is the preseription
for the good life lived in the American way.
And if the agencies which monopolize publiecity
and the manufacture of public opinion in this
country don’t succeed in putting Chambers over
as a man who has attained these highest values.
it will not be for lack of trying.

“Witness” is the bonanza of the publishing
‘business and the sensation of the literary rack-
et. It has been a long time since any book got
such a send-off. Random House, it is reported,
is spending $30,000 to advertise the Chambers’
revelation. But this extraordinary allotment of
the publishers. who stand to profit, is only a
small part of the buildun. Eight chapters of
the book were previously serialized in the
Saturday Evening Post in extra eéditions, pro-
moted by full-page ads in the daily' papers,
reaching nearly five million readers. In addi-
tion, the publication of the book made news
in every newspaper and literary journal in the
country, and it is getting top billing and ex-
tensive space in all the reviews. _

Time Magazine, whose publisher is devoutly

" dedicated to the proposition that there is no

_such thing as a piece of news that can’t be
slanted and ‘angled until the fact is lost in the
interpretation, spreads its laudatory review over
six pages and concludes that Chambers “speaks,
like the Publican, wjth the tremendous eloquence
of humility,” although it fails to explain what
Henry Luce and Co. would know about such
things.

Saturdav Review, the top-drawer weekly of
the New York literati, abandoned all its cus-

tomary restraint to spread five separate reviews
of “Wilness” over nine pages. And all the other
publications I have seen, from the New York
Post to the Christian Science Monitor, give this
literary event of the year- the full treatment
in their review columns. :

The Motive Behind the Ballyhoo

There is a motive behind this stupendous
ballyhoo. The insecure and frightened reaction-
aries sense that they are losing ground in the
“propaganda war.” Chambeis has .a “message”
for them and offers them a program. He claims
he has had a “religious experience” and has
come to Christ with a bang. He has heard voices,
and the voices have told him that the struggle
for the status quo against social revolution
must be explained as a war of God versus hu-
man reason. There is nothing that an unreason-
able and outlived social system needs more than
that formula.

In my time as a hobo, I have known mission
stiffs to confess Christ for a bowl of soup and
a flop. Chambers has done better than that.
His resounding literary fame is being supple-
mented — incidentally, of cotirse — by material
rewards, Time Magazine, which has no motive
for lying about its distinguished alumnus, savs
““Witness’ has already earned him more than
$100,000. It may well earn over $200,000 (before
taxes) by 1953 or 1964.” And even this not un-

" tidy sum leaves out of account prospective fees

for lectures before audiences of believing Me-
Carthyites, radio serialization and movie rights.

Chambers, in fact and by his own report;
never got very far in the scramble for promin-
ence in the Communist Party. And in the dpy
apparatus of the GPU, to which he claims he
belonged, he never rose above the lowly role of
courier, with the special privilege of developing
mierofilms in an improvised darkroom. = But
there’s no denying that he is now a literary lion,
in the chips, and in a fair way to be bullt up
and passed off as a shining exemplar of the
All-American Boy. As such he and his bogk
deserve notice; and, after I get these introduc-
tory remarks out of the way, I-intend to offer
my contribution, from my own peint of view,
which is different from that of the other re-
viewers, and for my own pecullar reasons, as
follows:

No Love for Informers

First, I have had no love for informers since,
at an early age, I heard the story of the strug-
gles of my Irish ancestors and learned the
verse of the poet who longed for “a tongue to
curse the slave” who betrayed them. Chambers,
on the record. only strengthens my original
prejudice in this respect. ;

Second, I know something about Chambers
and know that he is a sanctimonious liar by
commission and omission, I don’t know whether
he lied about Alger Hiss or not; the spy busi-
neags is outside the field of my experience and
competence. Competent legal authorities, how-
ever, have expressed grave doubts about the
puilt of Hiss. Charles Alan Wright, Assistant
Professor of Law at the University of Minne-
sota, writing in the Saturday Review, says
flatly that he thinks Hiss is inhnocent and char-
acterizes Chambers’ hook as “one of the longest
works of fiction of the year.”” Besides that,
new evidence assembled by Hiss’ attorneys is
widely held to indicate an elaborate frameup
of the unfortunate Hiss and to justify a new
trial. '

I don’t know about that. But T do know that
Chambers is an imposter. He was never a Com-
munist as he pretends, but merely a Stalinist
who consciously practiced the Stalinist methods
of double-dealing and betrayal, He is traveling
as an ex-Communist on a false passport.

— J.P.C.

U.S. Warmakers Dictate

of

(Continued from page 1)

the German capitalists are net
free agents. They are bound to
the American war juggernaut.

As for Stalin’s threats, they are
discounted in Washington. The
Pentagon and the State Depart-
ment are aware of Stalin’s
anixiety to avoid war because of
the threat it holds for his regime.
They know that the “civil war”
Stalin is talking dbout is conflict
between East Germany and West
Germany. Such a conflict, how-
ever, especially if it broke out
like the civil war in Korea, would
mean the opening of World War
I

“CALCULATED RISK”

- But how far can the Kremlin
be provoked? That, after all, is
an unknown, a “‘calculated risk,”
in the terminology of these ag-
gressors. Truman’s last “ecal-
culated risk,” the one in Korea,
paid off with entry f New China
into the conflict. That is why
some of the commentators call
the Bohn “contract” a “gamble”

and why Hanson W, Baldwin,
,military expert of the N. Y.
Times - said (May 26) “war is
quite possible today, two weeks
from today or ten years from to-
day.” ; ’

The Kremlin’s offers have un-
doubtedly met with response
among the working people of
Germany as well as the capitalist
class. This is a measurg of the
depth of the opposition in Ger-
many to the war “contract” which
the Truman administration is try-
ing to force down their throats.
For Stalinism is thoroughly dis-
credited in West Germany and
deservedly so. At the end of
World War II, the Red Army did
not bring the program of social-
ism as many workers hoped and
expected it would. Stalin follow-
ed a ‘savage policy of barbaric
Russian nationalism, a hate-
everything-German policy that
succeeded in bitterly alienating
the German workers. The Stalin-
ist pillage, division of Germany,

mass expulsions and partnership
in the infamous Potsdam agree-
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~ West German “Contract”

ment did not help to assnage the
bitterness.

DEMONSTRATE AGAINST
PACT '

iConsequently the responsive
chord struck by the Kremlin's

Germany in place of integration
into the American war machine
is all the more significant.. It
follows a series of popular
demonstrations’ against the “con~
tract” in West Germany despite
the menacing guns of the Allied
occupation forees.

This sentiment should be taken
up and supported by every one in
America who wants peace, Our
obvious duty, our obvious self-
interest, demands that we side
with the German people ip their
opposition to another war, They
don’t want any ‘“‘contract” for a
new slaughter. They want peace.
We say, the German people are
right in this. Let them decide
their own fate. Get the troops
out of Germany. An end to the
mad drive toward atomic destrue-
tion! v

Newark Fri. Night
Socialist Forum

presents a talk on

The CoIIa:pae
Of Imperialism

Speaker:
HARRY FRANKEL

Friday, June 6, at 8:30

offers concerning unification of |

} O #1 Six moxths [] $2 Full year [] New [] Renewal

at 423 Springfield Ave.

By Harry Frankel:

An epoch came to an end on
May 19 when the British Goyérn-
ment notified the government of
New China that British concerns
in China, many of -which- have
exploited”the Chinese people. for|
dn entire century, were going to
wind -up their affairs and :leave.
L.osses - on the so-called “invest-
ments” of these imperialist cor-
porations will be, according. to
varying estimates, between 840
and 1,400 million dollars. -

.Eden made his excuses for the

Foreign Secretary . Anthony
exploiting corporations, citing
conditions of “acute- strain and
anxlety” in China as the reason
for the withdrawal. Prime Minis-
ter Winston Churchill, who has
asserted- that he .did not become
the King's first minister in order
to preside over the liguidation of
the British . empire, remained
silent. He apparently sees that
his empty boast cannot be redeem-

ed by more. grandiose rhetoric.

TR

Reutheer:ksM utr?a:y o

United ~ Automobile Workers President Walter Reuther (1)
p@s his arm around United Steelworkers President Philip Mur-
‘Fay_at steel convention in Philadelphia, having pledged financial,
moral and organizational support to the steel: union in its wage
fight. The auto workers are tied up.jn long term contracts.

(Continued from page 1)

nitiods can be stretched to cover
almost any political organization.

The - penalty ' seetion of - the
Trucks law is another illugtra-
tion of the broad language it
contains. Here’s what it says:

“It shall be'a felony, punish-
able by a term in the state prison
for not more than 20 years, for
any person, with intent to injure
the Unilted States, the state of
Michigan, or any facilities "or
property used for national de-
fense, to sabotage or destroy, or
to attempt to sabotage or destroy
any property, facility or serwice
that is being used in connection
with national defense.

“Should any loss of life occur
by remson of such sabotage or
destruction, or by reason . of
attempted sabotage or destrue-
tion of such character, the person
committing or attempting to com-
mit - shall be guilty of murder
with malice aforethought and
shall be punished by confinement
in the state prison for life or for
any number of years,

“The word ‘sabotage’ as used
heréln means the willful or
malielous: inflietioh of physical
damage or injury to property.

“The penalty herein provided
shall be cumulative of all other
‘penaltfes which might be imposed
by virtue of the faect that the
acts . constituting. an- -offense
under this statiute also constitute
deparate offénses - under other
laws of the:state:” .

jury-to property” to-the broadest
posdsible’ whimsical interpretation,
but it' make violators subject to
penalties under two or more state
laws. ,

A violator could be subject to
two life sentences plus 99 years.

The Trucks law is a totalitarian
nteasare, It imperils freedom of
speech: It can be used to eliminate
political opposition.

Tt is dangerous and it is un-
necessary.

effeetively with sabotage and
treason. The FBI has proven
itgelf an effective fighter against
traitors and saboteurs.

If the Republican -ruled state
legislature is sincere in its an-
nounced desire to combat com-
munism, it will not use a totali-
tarian measure to fight a com-
munist totalitarlan group.

Mich. ClIO News
Hits Trucks Law

This section not only leaves “in- ‘

There already exist!
federal and  state laws dealing’

There could be no more . ef-
‘fective blow: struck at-commutiigm’|
in Michigan than passage of "4
fair employment- practises law,
minimum wage legislation; decent
unemployment  and = workmen’s
compensation and a fair tax pro-
gram. -

Social - unrest can be curbed
only by treating the causes, not
the symptoms.

Congress Amends
Puerto Rico Bill
Of Human Rights

When the new Constitution,
adopted by the people of Puerto
Rico last March by a four to one
vote, came up for approval in the
House of Representatives in
Washington May 28, the Demo-
crats and Republicans threw out
the following ‘“human rights”
provisions as “socialistic” or
“communistic”:

“The right of every person to
receive ‘free elementary and sec-
ondary education. :

“The right of every person to
obtain work.

“The right of every person to
a standard of living adequate for
the health and well-being of him-
self and his family, and especially;
to food, clothing, housing- and
medical care and necessary so-
cial gervices.

“The:right of every person.to
gocial protection in the event of
unemployment, sickness, old age
or disability.

“The right of motherhood and
childhood to special care and as-
sistance.”’

Congress was right. These hu-
man right are no longer obtain-
able under capitalism. They can

-| foreign

British Firms Forced Out
China As Epoch Ends

“Preside over the liquidation of

the British empire” he must; be-

cause the British are not really
“withdrawing” they are being
driven out.

The meaning of this loss to
Britain can be seen by comparing
the value of British imperialist

property in China with Britain's

total empire. The remainder of
British foreign investments
abroad do not total, by the most
favorable estimates, more than
5% billion dollars, This total is
only about one-quarter of British
] investments at their
height in 1914.. Now, with the
China  liquidation, total Britih
foreigg investments are again
cut b§ possibly another 25% of

P2 all remaining British investments
| .abroad.

| EXPLOITATION, OF CHINESE

British investments in China
were the chief cog in' a«zigantic
machine of “exploitation of the
Chinese people, To see this clearly,
one mneed simply compare the
British investment in China in
1914 to the 1929 investment. In
1914, British capitalists had 608
millionl dollars in China, while in
1929, they had almost double that
amount, or 1,189 million dollars.
This. 15-year ‘increase represents
only part of the profit on the 1914
investment. In other words, from
1914 to 1929, British capitalists
doubled the amount of Chinese
property they owned, and doubled
it entirelv out of China inyest-
ment profits, which means out ¢f
the labor of the Chinese people.

British exploitation of 'the
Chinese people started a century
and. a half ago, and came to a
‘decisive turning point in the two
“Oplum Wars,” (1837444 and
1856 - 60). In these wars, the
British and other foreign gov-
ernments forced China to cede
“treaty ports,” to give up Hong
Kong, to grant special treatment
to foreigners, to permit foreign
troops and gunboats in China, ete.
The British even forced the
Chinese government to lift bans
on the highly profitable opium

to stamp out the epium evil.

PUPPET GOVERNMENTS

From that time until the
Chinese revolution culminated in
‘eomplete  vietory  in
China became  practically a
governments of China were more
or less puppets of foreign powers.

man and Japanese troops and
naval vessels had the run of the
country, and citizens of imperial-
ist nations were virtually above
the law in China. The foreign

eanitalists applied themselves
diligently over the past century
to the task of extracting

enormous quantities of wealth
from the labor of the Chinese
people.

WALL STREET CONCERN

. "The meaning of this latest blow
to imperialism was quickly re-
cognized by the Wall Street
Journal on May 26: “Decision of
most of the British business or-
ganizations . . . in <China to
liquiddte . . . has a grim meaning
for all Point Four enthusiasts,
‘wherever they may be” The
editorial points out that British
investinents in China and Iran,
now liquidated or in the nrocess
#f. liquidation, were really the
same as Point Four foreign in-
vestment. ;

It concludes: “Capital invest-
ment across international borders
has not ceased. Some American
funds are going into other coun-
tries, but only where their fair
and honorable treatment is a well
established principle of national
policy, as notably in Canada.”

The demand for “fair and
honorable treatment” means:
stand still and let vourselves be
exploited. But the colonial peo-
ple are unwilling to do this any
longer. That is why imperialism
is in decline, and is doomed to
complete collapse. The British
withdrawal from China is a great

be ‘secured. only under socialism,

landmark in this process.
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The American

Way of Life

£

‘} Guess I’ll Have to Rob a Bc_mk' .

General Dwight D. Eisenhower, a leading coﬂfé__ﬁdel?"
for the Presidency and a sure-fire expert on the American
way of life, told the people of this country some time:

can go to prison. The General
wasn't wrong, as the following
story. shows:-

On Thursday, May 22, a tiny
34 - year - old. woman entered a
branch of the Corn Exchange

in New York City, handed a note
to a teller and exposed a black-
metal toy pistol. The note read:
“There’s a gun pointed at you.
Hand me exactly $400 and don’t
make a sound.” The teller passed
out four one-hundred: dollar bills,
the woman took them and walked!
out, and the bank alarm was
sounded. An armed bank official
captured - her before she had
walked more than a few blocks.

The woman, who weighs only
81 pounds, told reporters who
asked whether she thought she
could “get away” with it: “I
hoped so. I hoped I would either
get away with it or that in jail
they’d give me the operation I
need.”

Mrs. Anne Myers, who has two
children and:is divoreced from her
husband, said she has never stolen
so much as a pencil before in her
lJife. But she has been seriously
ill for more than. six years. A
major operation might cure her.
However, long illness has so
weakened her that she could not
survive such an operation. She
found a physician who. said he
could perform a less serious
operation that would correct the
worst of her condition and that
drugs would clear up the remain-
der. “That doctor,” she said,
“isn’t a greedy man by any
means. He only asked $250 for
the operation and T figured that
$160 would cover my hospitaliza-
tion.”

So Mrs. Myers needed $400.

Bank at Broadway and 91st St.['th

back: Anyone who wants security P— -

had become too weak ‘to wor'.k.,

‘and she ‘told a social® worket: a:
few hours before the robbéry, -
seemingly in: jest, “I guess I'll.

Have to go out and rob a bank.”,
She later told reporters that “I

ital before they caught me. I
ﬂicked--a bank near home because
PI’m too sick to run very far or
very fast. As a matter of fact,
I had to stop twice on my way
to the bank as it was.”

Facing the police desk for
drraignment, Mrs. Myers was
composed and dignified, but she
‘almost broke down when police
brought in her daughter, Loretta,
aged 14. Loretta said: “I heard
about it over the radio at 3:30 this

Np, of course I didn’t know any-
thing about it beforehand, And
I'm not going to answer any more
questions about it!” She 'dlso

terribly sick. And there isn’t
anybody to help her. She's awfully
young — only 20 years older
than me.” :

Mrs. Myers was aided by a
neighborhood cafe owner who put
up $500 bail after she was
arraigned in felony court. '

Only one small news jtem need:
be added to this tale. On the.

“robbery,” the U. S. House of,

increase certan social  secufity
payments. The measure was at
first unopposed, until, the Amer-
ican Medical Association attack-
ed it as contaihing *“socialized
medjcine” features, And of course,
socialized medicine is the last
thing. we want in this country.

go to prison.

She was on relief because she

The Militant really gets around.
Its hard-hitting articles, stories,
and cartoons are appreciated by

Py ‘many  newsmen for
their truthful add
direct reporting.

The Miami Whip,
a Florida Negro

an April 14 Militant
editorial in its May
17 issue. The edi-
torial, entitled “The
Truth Will Out,”
diseussed.statements
by Secretary of the
Navy, Dan A. Kimball revealing
the real policy of the State De-
partment in relation to Formosa.

In New York, Art Preis’ review
of I. F. Stone’s book, “The Hid-
den History of the Korean War,”
appearing in the May 19 Militant
was'reprinted in full in the Com-
pass of May 26, with the follow-
ing introduction by the editor:
“The article which follows recalls
the story of Androcles and the
lion, though in this case the
‘lion’ is no more . than a fierce
kitten. Ten years ago 1. F. Stone
was the only Washington ecor-
respondent to protest when the
government, under the newly
enacted Smith Aet, began to
prosecute the leadership of the
Qocialist Workers Partv, a Trot-
‘skyist groun. for sedition. Last
'week The Militant, weekly organ
'of the party, published a'reply by
iits Korean war expert, Art Preis,
to the four-column attack with
which the New York Post greeteq
the appearance of I. F. Stone’s
‘new book, ‘The Hidden History of
the Korean War.! The source and
the salty writing alike give this
reply unusual interest, and it is
reprinted today for the interest
and amusement of COMPASS
readers. — BEd.”

NN

The big news in the West Coast
competition for Militant sub-
seriptions this week come from
San Francisco. Leaping ahead of
Oakland, San Pedro, and Seattle,
the Bay City salesmen have
settled down in first place with
a 389 point lead. Close behind are
Oakland and San Pedro. Oakland,
in first place since the beginning
of the eampaign, has made steady |
gains each week. This week San
Pedro showed its determination,
however, by closing a 567 point

newspaper reprinted |

— Thomas Raymond

High scorers in the competition-
for first prize of one week’s free:
vacation in New York are Frank
K ‘Oakland; 777 pointsy John) Los

239; Frank, Seattle, 142; Myra,’
Los Angeles, 137; and Bill K.,
Oakland, 90.

Minneapolis Literature Agent
Helen S. writes, “Enclosed are 17,
subs — the result of the second
week’s work in Making More.
Minnesota Militants in May,
Naturally enough, we are very
eratified at the response of our
various team members to the
campaign. The Debs Banner
Bearers are in the lead with 15
points but the Lavender Hill Mob
are breathine hot on their necks
with 14 points. The Northsidg
Tornadoes and the Cfampus Cam-
paigners are tied with nine points
cach. The Portland Promoters
have seven points. (A “point: in
our cammaien
sub.) Individual high scorers are
Larrv. nine points; Donald, seven;
and Shirley, five.”

Lou reports that Akron is
making good progress toward
fulfilling their promise to doubla
their list of subscribers. With the
subs sent in this week they have
accomplished 20% of their goal.
Lou writes, “May we add. our
voices to what is undoubtedly the
thunderous anplause for Lauta
Grey's side show cartoon? Kat
took the paner over to a rubber
plant to sell., Although she 'sold
very little due .to a degree of
antagonism right after the strike,
she was far from disaovointed in
the response, which showed ho
deep hostjlity and a genuine
curiosity. ‘You don’t start selline
by leaps and bounds in front of
a plant at vour first few sales;
Kat says. Her slogan 'was the
headline of the issue. ‘Workers
need a labor party in '52."

.IN PLACE OF FEAR
' By Aneurin Bevan
$3 Postpaid

Order Now

Pioneer Publishers

116 University Place
New York 3, N. Y.

gap between the two competitors
and gaining a two point ad-
vantaee for second place on the

scoreboard. Seattle added 346
B, 4.8 5 e g s combinct se|| _ AND OURS
ADELPHI HALL e st raar. R By Leon Trotsky
74 Fifth Avenue (near 14th. 8t.) San Framcisco 1,326 points ' 64 pages + 26 cents
Questions, Discussions, Refreshments i, Adm, 35¢ (S}?I‘cl;e:m gg; gﬁi::: 1T;O§£iTHiTUBLISHERS
Seattle 690 points y PI, N. Y. 3
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ought I might get to a hos- .

afternoon. It was an awful shock.

said: “My mother’s sick, terribly,

Monday. prior to Mrs. Myers”

Representatives rejected a bill to,

If they need an operation, let ’em,

Angeles, 364; Dave, Los Angeles,.

is a six’ month’

Sponsored by Mar;ist Labor School

Weatside Los Angeles 286 points

Eastside Los Angeles 276 points

. Latest Catalogue on Request

Southside Los. Angeles 262 points
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Labor’s Stake in Bolivia

Almost two months have elapsed since the Bolivian

ople overthrew an oppressive military dictatorship and

installed the new government headed by the National
Revolutionary Movement (MNR).

The new regime was brought to power by a popular
uprising. It includes in the cabinet representatwes of the
powerful Bolivian labor movement, the miners and the
textile workers. It is generally acknowledged that this new
government has the backing of the majority of the Boliv-
ian people.

But the U.S. State Department has thus far refused to
recognize this new regime. The reasons are clear.

Under pressure from the miners, the government
headed by Victor Paz Estenssoro has announced it is pre-
parmg' to nationalize the tin mines of Bolivia. These mines
have been the private preserves of foreign imperialists in-
cluding powerful American combines; who have kept the
Rolivian miners in extreme poverty.

~~Moreover, the new government includes in its cabinet
labor representatives who are pressing for speedy action
in returning the tin mines to the Bolivian people, and the
oustmg of foreign exploiters.

American imperialism refuses to countenance such a

regime. It wants harmless puppets who will serve as|

flunkeys for Wall Street financiers.
The same American capitalists who press the anti-

labor drive at home, are plotting to subvert the independ-|

_ence and the economic interests of the Bolivian people.

The same corporations who ruthlessly exploit the
miners here, are determined to keep their stranglehold on
the Bolivian miners; the same financial interests who
refuse to give the steelworkers a decent wage increase, re-
fuse to allow the Bolivian workers to benefit from the
natural wealth of their native land.

It would seem from this that American labor and
Bolivian labor should be natural allies against their com-
mon enemy. But not a single leader of the U.S. union
movement has spoken a word in defense of the Bolivian
miners who want to nationalize their mines, or in defense
of the right of the Bolivian people to choose their own
government.

At stake in Bolivia is simply the right of a mation
to determine its own political and economic fate. Here is
an issue that will show clearly who is for and who is
against the demoeratic rights of a nation.

. vo.American workers should:rally te«the support of their
Bolivian brothers. Demand the immediate recognition of
the new Bolivian government!

Is Hitler Really Dead?

In the House of Representatives debate on the new
McCarran-Walter immigration bill the following startling
exchange occurred between Representatives Celler of New
York and Wood of Idaho:

) Wood: “If you followed the crime investigation last
year you would not have failed to observe. . . the tremen-
dous development of crime among a goodly portion of
those, who came here (as immigrants).”

Celler: “I think if the gentleman will take the trou-
ble to chieck on the crime statistics he will find some of
them very startling. The FBI will tell you that there is
more crime among the native born than among the aliens.”

. "Wood: “But even granting that this is true. . . crime
still exists among those who are undesirable citizens, how-
ever they came here, even if they came here by accident
of birth. . . . It seems to me that the question of racial
origins — though I am not a follower of Hitler — there is
something to it. We cannot tie a stone around it and drop
it into' the middle of the Atlantic just because it worked
to.the contrary in Germany. . . I believe that possibly
statistics would show that the Western European races
have made the best citizens in America. .. . ”

This is pure Hitlerite racial theory, as Rep. Wood
hints, despite his coyness about admitting it completely.
Change the words “Western European races” to “Aryan
races,” and “America” to Germany, and you have a pre-
cise duplicate of Hitler’s ideology. '

"1 Representative Wood speaking for himself alone?
Not at all. He was on the side of the immense majority
of the House and Senate in the debate and voté on the
McCarran-Walter bill. The handful of liberals who oppos-
ed the measure collapsed completely before the onslaught
of the racists. They didn’t even show up for the Senate
vote. Notice the contrast between their shabby inactivity

and the determined actions of the Dixiecrats, who never|

fail to start a filibuster the moment their white-suprema-
cy rule is threatened.

The immigration bill which has been passed by both
houses of Congress puts quota limits on immigration from
forgign countries that are exactly in accord with Hitler’s
propaganda ideology about foreign races.

It contains fantastic discrimination clauses against
people of Asian descent, South and Eastern Europeans,
Negroes and Jews. It even sets up a special inferior status
for any person “attributable by as much as one half of
his ancestry” to “Asiatic races.” -

This Hitlerite bill establishes new and loose grounds
for deportation, and abolishes existing statutes of limit-

ation in deportation cases; statutes which at present pro-
tect people against deportation moves long after an al-
leged act, when the defendant can no longer establish evi-
dence in his favor.

The McCarran-Walter bill, if it becomes law, will be
a Third Reich statute on the U.S. law books. Don’t let it
happen here!

a ks

ianism”
‘totalitarianism.”

and even conservative figures and
organizations that are alarmed
by the spread of the witch hunt
and want to do something to stop
it and preserve American demo-
cratic traditions and liberties.

One of the chief arguments
used in this smear campaign is
that there really is no witch hunt;
that there may be some deplor-
able “excesses” but that they are
few in number and A have no
genuine significance; and that
therefore the people who are ex-
pressing concern over a trend to-
ward totalitarianism are exag-
gerating things out :of malice or
stupidity and are themselves the
chief generators of “hysteria.”

Diana Trilling, joining in the
New Leader’s muck -slinging at
Bertrand Russell, presented this
line in its clearest form on April
28. Discussing *“loyalty” oaths,
she deplored them, and then
asked: “But . .. are the teachers
who refused to swear their
loyalty dead or in concentration
camps?” The implication being:
Since they are not dead or im-
prisoned, then what right has
anybody to talk about a police
state, or a trend to a police
state? In other words, what are
you hollering about?

Continuing with the same ap-

Apologies for

apology for complacency about
the witch hunt is, of course, the
.deliberate confusing of “totalitar-
and “a drift toward
Practically no-
body has said'that the U.8. is to-
day totalitarian; the issue under
discussion is the direction, the
trend. '

The charge made by us and
others is that the U.S. is being
driven and dragged toward to-
talitarianism. Like Rome, no
police state is built in a day. It
takes time, a gradual weakening
of defenses, the spread of hysteria
and confusion, the introduction
of one step at a time, followed
by a pause to check the reac-
tions of the people before the
next step is taken. .

Another element in the decep-
tion practiced by these apologists
is this: They want us.to think
that the effects of the witch hunt
can be measured only in terms
of  the number of people who
“actually lost their jobs” or ended
up in prison.

But the full scope and effec-
tiveness of the witch hunt must
be gauged in terms of its major
objective — which is not to jail
or fire a certain number, of peo-
ple. These lare only the means
toward an end — and the end is
thought control éver the popula-
tion as a whole. When Hitler

.executed his opponents, the aim

was not only to get rid of them
but to terrorize the German
populatiun as a whole by provid-
ing an ‘example of what would
happen to them if they dared to
offer any resistance to his
policies.

It’s the same thing with the

Needless to say, such a study is
much harder to make statistically.
But fortunately a preliminary in-
quiry has already been conducted
and summarized in print. Tt is
entitled Security Measures and
Freedom of Thought:
ploratory' Study of theé Impact of
Loyalty and Security Programs,
published in the March issue of
the Yale Law Journal. It is
written by Marie Jahoda, Asso-
ciate Professor of Social Psy-
chology, and Stuart W. Cook,
chairman of the Graduate Psy-
chology Department, both of New

York* University, as an elabora-

tion of a paper presented at a
symposium of the American Asso-
ciation for the Advancement of
Seience at its annual convention
last December.

As social psychologists, they
set out to make a “study of the
social-psychological impact of the
loyalty and security program upon
people to whom it applies.” In-
terviews were conducted with 70
federal employees of professional
rank and 15 faculty members
from different universities in
Washington, D. C. The govern-
ment employees came from more
than a dozen different agencies,
held various ranks, had worked
for the government for different
periods of time, etc. Most were
Democrats or Republicans, al-
though some called themselves
liberals or independents. The in-
terviews involved “vrolonged
conversations which often took
several hours.”

It is important to stress that
practically all of the people in-
terviewed were not under sus-
picion of “disloyalty” — it is
based almost exclusively on in-
terviews with employees whose

re¢ords were unimpeachable even

An Ex-|:

By George Breitman
The Militant has shown in several recent articles that
1 there is a vigorous and concerted campaign going on in
certain liberal and Social Democratic circles to disecredit,
| smear and intimidate other liberal ®

proach on the “loyalty”
of government employees,
writes: “But even under
present gross procedure,

at the half-way point
federal purge,
“had recommended the dismissal

present or prospective workers,
of whom, after appeal, only a

1 per cent) were actually dis-
missed.”

And she makes her clinching
point:
even doubled, and suppose that
even five or ten times as many

would be lamentable, but would
it constitute a purge of govern-
ment workers such as is the
everyday business of a reign of
terror?

- “T find myself embarrassed to
have to make these points, they
are so elementary, Yet obviously
they must be made, for ap-
parently even someone like
Bertrand Russell can lose sight of
'what it'is that makes a totalitar-
ianism, nr a drift toward totalitar-
ianism.” .

Complacency - -

The joker in this “elementary” ®—
WILLIAM-W. REMINGTON

" Government employee, purg-
ed after being cleared several
times under the “loyalty” pro-
gram, who will soon face a sec-
ond trial, not for ‘“disloyalty”
but for alleged perjury.

you want to get an idea of how
deadly it is, you must examine
not only' the number of people
discharged or jailed but the
effects that these discharges and
prosecutions have on the people
of this country as a whole.

A New Climate of Thought

from the standpoint of the
purgers. In this respect they were
typical of almost all government
employees, and this is one of the
factors that makes their study
so valuable and revealing.

The authors, do not claim that
the 85 people interviewed are
“representative” but that they
covered “a fair range of atti-
tudes” and got responses “as ex-
treme in either direction as would
be the case in a representative
sample.” This explanation by
them is an example of their
serupulous  objectivity, = which
restrains them from drawing any
‘hard-and-fast conclusions; they
insist that since theirs is an “ex-
ploratory” study, their task is to-
“formulate questions for more
systematic research rather than
to prov1de answers.” Nevertheless,
they arrive at an extremely im-
portant “hypothesis” — which
they want studied further —
namely:

“ .. Federal loyalty and secur-
ity measures are undermining the
great traditions of American
democracy which they should seek
to preserve.”

Does the “loyalty” program
oceupy a central position in the
lives of government employees,
or is it just an isolated aspect

thinking and behavior? Based on
their interviews, the authors sug-
gest “for more thorough inquiry

situation . . .

fined to an

words, that the security issue

purge
she
our
how
many government employees have
actually lost their jobs?” Then
she quotes statistics to show that
in the
the authorities

of only .016 of 1 per cent of

fraction more than half (.009 of

“Suppose this figure were

more persons were unwarrantably.
troubled by investigations, - this

‘| pie:and I do, I see no reason why

| cquviction that failure to take the

witch hunt in the U.S. today: If

of ‘their experience with little or|’
only occasional effect on their

the hypothesis that the security
is a very salient
issue for federal employees in
Washington; that it is not con-
intellectual concern
with the problem but pervades|:
the entire atmosphere; in other
has
become part of the prevalent

climate of thought, and underlies
in:the form of tacit assumptions.
many aspects of everyday be-
havior.”

The character of these tacit as-
sumptions  is illustrated by the
frequency of jokes about the
“loyalty” program occurring in
informal conversation in Wash-
ington. Here are a few reported
by the authors:

“At a small social gathering a
federal employee, well known to
his friends *as an expert on
oriental rugs, reported laughingly
that he had. just attended an
auction. The auctioneer who knew
him well had announced to the
publie, pointing at him: ‘Up there
sits a real Far Eastern expert.’
‘What will this do to my) posi-
tion?’ the employee asked his
friends. The joke was highly ap-
preciated by everyone present.”

In the Soviet Union; the
authors note, you -cannot publiely
utter the phrase, “Stalin has
made. a mistake.” In the U.S. you
can still say, “Truman has made
a ' mistake.” However, the in-
terviews indieate that govern-
ment - employees - are becoming
more. and - more cautious about
what - they say: “Traditional
standards for behavior are deemed
by many respondents to be inap-
propriate in' the present situa-
tion; New standards are being
esta.bllshed and traditional ones
remterpreted. . .7 For example:

*Why lead with your ghin? If
things are definitely labeled I see
no: point in getting involved with
them. If communists ‘like apple

I 'should. stop eating it. But I
‘would.” The employee who said
|tl'ns was not opposed to having
a “loyalty’ program.

Then there were a few people
who refused to participate in the
interview, “I don’t know whether
‘the government approves of this
study,” said one. This, as the
authors explain, is based on the
“assumption that a federal em-
ployee should avoid not only what
the government explicitly vetoes
but also what the government
does not explicitly approve, a
position which inevitably limits
the range of possible behavior
considerably.”

fThe people * interviewed told
aﬂfout precautions they were tak-
mg' Some took them merely “to

“An interviewer reported. that,

viewed), the respondent’s
came in and said jokingly:

tion for the FBL’”

Poff his hysterical reaction.”

The authors add that as a rule
jokes have the function not only

can be taken “as an indicator of
the degree of tensidn in Wash-
ington with regard to security

regulations.”

“Why Lead With Your Chin?

precautions is “actual evidence of
unsuitability for government ser-
vice.” A third group expressed
“shame and guilt feelings; with
some self - contempt and con-
fusion, that - they catch ' them-
selves restricting their behavior
for irrational reasons without
really wanting to do so.”

What books can be read: “One
respondent said in the context of
pointing out that the haphazard-
ness of charges was much ex-
aggerated: ‘If there is only a
rumor that a person reads Marx
nothing will happen to him. Of
course, if the rumor turns out to
be true, this is a different matter.’
Another one, indicating that there
were really no restrictions worth
mentioning, stated: ‘There is no
reason to refrain from reading
the Saturday Evening Post and
Collier’s.””

at books can be kept:
“Several people commented on

‘the changing character of the

books displayed at the homes of
their friends. ‘The book shelves
of some of my friends have
changed their nature in the last
ten years. Books usually stay on
the shelves year after year unless
somebody is deliberate in moving
them around.” One person said
that when moving to another
house he came across the first few
years of the New Masses. ‘I didn’t
know what to do with it; it
seemed dangerous. So in the end
I burned it.’ Several persons con-
sider it better to buy the Nation:

avoid difficulties.” Others had the

He Took an

What can be discussed: One
person, ‘“a convinced anti-com-
munist of some standing,” told
this story: “A friend and I were
riding on a streetcar and he read
‘a newspaper reporting about the
‘American Legion and began to
mock it so that.our immediate
neighbors. could hear - him. I
thought to myself: why doesn’t
‘he shut up before we are accused
of being communists. Several
friends have told me that they
found, themselves in similar
gituations and that they had ex-
perienced feelings similar to
mine.”

“One person remembered that
a year or two ago he used to have
discussions with eolleagues about
the advisability of admitting Red
China to the UN. All points of
view were represented in these
office discussions. He added: ‘If
someone walked into my office to-
day and would advocate ad-
mission, I would not believe my
eam n

“Another one feels that gov-
ernmental ~‘decisions, should not
be questioned as one did before,

but ‘what’s handed down’ should

“Union members because they
are in the minority in govern-
ment.”

“Those
tions.”

“Natural joiners.”

"“Those who are useful in organ-
izations. If you don’t do any-
thing you are never questioned.”

“Those who actively work in
organizations.”

“People who don’t mind living
next to a Negro.”

“Generous and sentimental peo-
ple’ who might speak up on
impulse for a wminority group.”

“A person willing to hire a
Negro secretary.”

“People vitally interested in
problems such as racial conflict,
reduction of poverty, and furth-
erance of human rights.”
“So-called free thinkers would
naturally at one time or another
be associated with people of com-
munist leanings.”

“People mnot members of an
organized church.”

“People with strong convie-
tions.”

“Liberals.” '
“Intellectuals.” )
“People whose job is interna-
tional affairs.”

“People who have had some-
thing to do with China.”

who  join organiza-

from a newstand than to be on

the subscribers’ list.”

Earlier Bus

be accepted. Several respondents
recommend that federal em-
ployess keep out of discussion on
any controversial subject. And by
those who are more specific in
this respect the following tabooed
subjects are mentioned (among
others): atomie energy, religion,
equal rights for Negroes, ete.”

“One person carried his avoid-
ance of conversations involving
controversial subjects so far that
he decided to take an earlier bus
to work every morning because
he had heard some regular bus
riders on his original route dis-
cussing polities.”

The TUnited States has long
been known as a ‘country of
joiners. For over 100 years its
people ‘have belonged to more
locals, lodges, clubs, societies and
so on than any other country in
the world. But the witch hunt
and the Attorney General’s “sub-
versive” blacklist are changlng
this radieally.

One question asked in the
survey was: “What sort of per-
sons, if any, do you think are the
most likely targets for unfounded
accusations of disloyalty?” These
were some of the answers:

Who Gets Accused

“People with many friends and
associates.”

“Those who don’t conform.”

“Those who are socially non-
conformist.”

"Peonle with foreign sounding
names.”

“People who have been in col-
lege during the depression.”

Ou: of this list one group
stands out because it was named
by practically everyone — “the
people who belong to voluntary
organizations with definite social
purposes.”

“Some of the respondents
aualified this group to mean only
those who had been taken in by
communist front organizations.
Others feel that joining an organ-
ization means taking a risk be-
cause if it is not now on the At-
torney General’s list, it might get
there in the future.

“Thus one respondent withdrew
from the American Veterans

might develop in a ‘radical diree-
tion” Some respondents express
confusion about Consumers Union,
which whilé not on the Attorney
General's list, apparently ap-
pears on some unofficial list;

newsstands on government pre-

pointed out.

while sitting in the home of a
respondent (one of those inter-
wife
“You
are probably collecting informa-

“One federal employee told a
joke against himself: He had a
very good short wave set, and in
fiddling with the set he caught
Radio Moscow. ‘I looked over my
shoulder to see whether anybody
was observing me, being scared|
for a. moment,” he said, laughing

of entertainment but of “releas-
ing tension” and their frequency

Committee because he feared it

nevertheless it is being  sold at

mises, as one uncertain respondent

“‘One person suggested (not
satirically but quite sériously)
that a federal employee should
join nothing but ‘The Knights of
Columbus, and perhaps, the
Masons.” ”

At this point Professors J ahoda
and’ Cook quote from de Tocque-
ville’s famous book on' America
120 . years ago, where he made
the observation (not in connec-
tion with the United States of
that*time):

“When some kinds of associa-

DR. FORREST 0. WIGGINS

University of Minnesota in-
structor, another victim of the
new climate of thought induced
by the witch hunt, purged from

his job because he defended

Proof that the Witch Hunt Affects Every American

tions are prohibited and others
allowed, it is difficult to distin-
guish the former from the latter
beforehand. In this state of doubt
men abstain from them al-
together, and a sort of public
opinion passes curregt which
tends to cause any .association
whatsoever to be regarded as a
bold and almost an illicit enter-
prise.”

And that is just what is hap-
pening in this country today.
Federal -employees are afraid to
exercise their freedom of asso-
ciation because they know it ean
lead to unfounded accusations of
disloyalty.

The authors devote some space
to analyzing the “two types of
social pressures which enforee
conformity.” One type arises
directly out of the procedures of
the “loyalty” program:

Personal agony and suffering
caused the employee while he
waits and worries whether he will
be'cleared or fired; the financial
expense of hiring a lawyer; the.
loss of reputation that follows
even after the employee has been
cleared; his uncertainty about
whether the case will be re-
opened later on. In short, “the
hazards of being investigated —:-
even if one is subsequently cléar-
ed — are so great that individuals
are indpeed to limit their behavior
by avoiding (or trying to avoid)
anything that might conceivably
arouse anyone’s suspicions and
thus lead to charges and an in-

ideas critical of capitalism.

There are also informal pres-
sures. A man heard songs in a
strange language from the next
house. Looking through the win-
dow, he saw “what he considered
strange behavior: a group of peo-
ple were sitting in a circle on the
floor and singing. He concluded
that since communisis were
strange and the scene observed
was strange, the two strange
elements must be identical. The
result was that what was in fact
a Zionist meeting was reported
as communist” — and a govern-
ment employee was charged with
holding communist meetings in
his home. /
‘What happens when word. of
something like this geté around
— when people realize that “one
may be suspected of disloyalty
(and subjected to the discomforts
of investigation) simply-because
people sing songs in a foreign
language” ? Informal pressure to
conform, of course. The same
thing happens with newspaper
publicity. Even when the press
only reports that employees can
get into trouble for innocuous be-
havior, , it “may have the un-
intended effeet of serving as a
caution to federal employees that,
in order to avoid trouble, they
must limit their behavior to the
most conventional.”

To summarize then: This in-
vestigation (although expressed
tentatively in the form of hypo-
theses) definitely disproves the
contention that the effects of the
“loyalty” program can be measur-
ed simply in terms of the number
of people who were purged, and
demonstrates that it has affected

. That is why we urge everyone
interested in_ combatting the
fiction that the witch hunt af-
fects only a small number of peo-

ple to spread the news about the
Jahoda-Cook study and to read
‘it themselves. (We have not had
the space to fully cover it's con-
tents here.)

At the same time a few words
of caution are necessary here,
Professers Jahoda and Cook base
their study on a premise (codified
in the “funetional” sociological
school headed by Robert K. Mer-
ton) which they express as fol-
lows: “the social - psychological
consequences of a social policy
can, but need not, coincide with
the purposes for which the policy
was designed.”

Continuing, the authors explain:
“We have singled out the social-
psychological consequences of the
security measures as the main
focus of our analysis, without
here making the distinction be-
tween those which are intended
and those which are unintended.”

But two pages later, in the
very last sentence of their article,
after calling for a broader in-
vestigation than they were able
to make, they write: “Tf such a
study should confirm the hypo-
theses suggested here, it would
indicate that as an unintended
consequence of their operation
Federal loyalty and security
measures are undermining the
great traditions of American
democracy which they should
seek to preserve.” (Our emphasis)

At this point we must call our
authors sharply to order:
Throughout the entire article they
shy away from definite conelu-

‘yet? -

'"estlgatmn

Pressures to Conform

ATL employees by creating a new
climate of thought and mnew
standards of behavior leading to
conformity.

If it did nothing more than
throw light on what the witeh'
hunt has done to two million
Americans employed by the gov-
ernment, the Jahoda-Cook study
would merit the widest attention,
But it does more than that, be-

cause the situation of these two

million people is by no means
unique in this country today.

Take the teachers — the great
majority of whom are not in-
dividually suspected of “dis-
loyalty” (in which respect they
resemble most government em-
ployees).- Aren’t the teachers as
a whole affected the same .way
by the “loyalty” oaths, even if
these are not umversal]y reqmrcd

Or take t'he labor mmreme'nt'
Doesn’t the non-communist af-
fidavit required of union leaders
by the Taft-Hartley Act, to say
nothing of anti-communist union
regulations and the spectacle of
the Smith Act prosecutions, have'
a similar effeet of discouraging
the union members from exercis-
ing their freedoms of speech and
political association?

The answer is: of course! The
Jahoda-Cook study is valuable not
only for what it tells us about
the insidious effects of the witch
hunt in infringing freedom of
thought among government em-
ployees as a whole but also for
what it shows us about theé
similar thought - control process
among the American people as a
whole.

Consequences Were Intepded A

tentative form. Perhaps we can’t
make them understand that par-
tisanship and a scientific ap-
proach to social questions are not
incompatible, but the least we
can demand of them then is con-
sistency: If you take such pride
in being tentative,K and impartial
in what you say, then be tentative
and impartial all the way, and
don’t start changing the rules in
your last sentence.

There is absolutely no reason.
to say that it is the “unintended

consequences” -'of the “loyalty”
purge that are undermining
democracy — especially after

they have just told us they don’t
distinguish between intended and
unintended consequences. They
don’t offer a single shred of
evidence, scientific or otherwise,
to support this concession to the
witch hunters. And they can’t.
They can’t because there isn’t
any. All the evidence points the
other way. The deliberate and
conscious intention of the “loy-
alty” program and other witch
hunt measures is to Iimpose
thought econtrol on the American
people (even though the witch
hunters of course would never
publicly avow such an intention),
and the means are in complete
aecord with the ends pursued. The
Truman administration knows
about the consequences of the
witeh hunt as well as our two
authors; its stubborn refusal for
five years to alter its measures is

sequences deseribed by our
authors are the ones it had in
mind in the first place.

But fortunately these and other
errors and shortcomings do not
detract appreciably from the

sions, refusing to commit them-
.selves and stating everything in

value of the concrete findings of
the Jahoda-Cook investigation,

proof enough that the main con-

-




—— The Negro Struggle -

o T T I I

A dangerous campaign against the independ-
ence of the National Association for the Advance-
yment of Colored People was revealed in a front-
page story of the May 17 Washington Afro-
American.

Counterattack, a reactionary group of former
FBI investigators and other police-state minded
characters, reportedly has sent a memorandum to
the Senate Internal Security Sub-Committee and
to the Atfdrney General charging there are Com-
munists on the staff of the NAACP and demand-
ing that the membership and contributors files
be opened for investigation by the FBI.

The Afro-American correctly points out that
this represents an attempt “of certain groups to
have the NAACP placed on the subversive list”

~ and to “cripple all groups that are fighting for

the freedom and civil. rights of minorities.”

The reply by Clarence Mitchell, Washington
representative of the NAACP, that the charge by
Counterattack is a “malicious lie,” is true. But
it is also beside the point. It will take more than
the truth or falsehood of the specific charge to
defend the NAACP.

The Socialist Workers Party can vouch for
the fact, from its own experience, that truth is
entirely irrelevanf to witch-hunters. Anyone at
all familiar with the SWP — its principles, poli-
cies and record — knows that we neither “ad-
vocate the overthrow of the government by force
and violence” nor are “agents of a foreigh power,”
the two standards the government has set up for
placing groups on the subversive list. But that
did not stop the Attorney General from labeling
the SWP “subversive” — without even the for-
mality of a hearing. :

Such arbitrary labeling of a number of organ-
jzations was enough to set in motion a whole
‘chain of similar acts to deprive many Americans
of their civil rights and liberty, to deprive for-
eign born workers of the right to become Amer-
ican citizens, and to make a mockery of this
country’s democratic traditions. -

Many of our readers are familiar with the case
of James Kutcher, the legless veteran of World
War II, who was fired from his job as a clerk
employed by the Veterans Administration in
Newark, N. J. — not for anything he did, but
because of his membership in the Socialist Work-
ers Party.

" More recently, the Michigan Trucks Act has

*Counterattack®> Vs. NAACP

By Jean Blake

been applied to the Socialist Workers Party to
bar it trom the ballot and require that all mem-
bers register with the state police — also on the
basis of the arbitrary listing of the party as
“subversive.”

These are only a few of the things that hawe
happened to us and can happen to the NAACP
regardless of how much its officers may deny
the charges of Counterattack.

But those are only the dangers from outside.
They can be withstood. The SWP has not folded
up or given up the struggle against capitalist
injustice, aaginst war, against discrimination.

The danger the NAACP must guard against is
from within. It must not permit weaklings and
cowards to give in to the reactionary demand
that its members and contributors be subjected
to the undemocratic mercies of the FBI and the
MecCarran witch-hunting committee.

Once the NAACP lets the pro-Jim Crow Con-
gress dictate who may be members or contribu-
tors, the organization may as well fold up, for all
the good it will be able to do.

The struggle for the independence of the
NAACP is the struggle for its life. It is the
struggle for the right of “second class citizens”
to attempt to win full equality.

The NAACP cannot afford to make a single
concession to the witch hunters. If the organ-
ization embarks on the course of trying to make
«itself “acceptable” to the McCarran committee
and the FBI, there will be no end to the demands
made upon it for “purges,” loyalty oaths and
screenings until every ounce of fight in the
NAACP is destroyed.

NAACP policy on this question should be con-
'sidered and discussed in all the branches, as
well as in the national board of directors, and
should be clearly and firmly stated at the na-
tional convention of the organization in Okla-
homa City next month.

The NAACP should fight all attempts of
Counterattack, of the FBI and. of any other
group that would subvert the organization into
one for restricting rather than expanding eivil
liberties. The NAACP will find it has many al-
lies in its struggle to maintain its independence.
Any “friends” it may lose by rejecting a policy
of stool-pigeoning for the FBI, are best cleared
out before they become an effective “fifth col-
umn” for white supremacy.

*Qur Mutual Destruction:

There is one boom that keeps growing bigger
and better as the weeks and months slip by. It
is the boom in atomic weapons. Production facili-
ties have constantly expanded and the atom-bomb
stockpile has grown accordingly. Columnist Wal-
ter Millis, a reputed authority on military affairs,
commented on May 20 that these “peculiarly hor-
rible and terrible” weapons are now ‘‘appearing
in much greater numbers in the world — our own
stockpile is now thought to be in four figures.”

But this news that the A-Bombs are beginning
to number in the thousands pales in significance
by comparison with the “progress” presumably
achieved in the development of the far fmore
powerful Hell-Bomb.

President Truman will shortly ask Congress for
several more billions to spur the “atomic energy
program.” Reporting this on May 16, Roland
Sawyer, staff correspondent of the Christian Sci-
ence Monitor, declared that this “means that the
hydrogen bomb is being developed more rapidly
and more successfully than generally has been
realized,” and that the U.S. will go “much deep-
er into the hydrogen bomb business,” developing
“gtomic weapons to a larger extent than hereto-
fore.” . ]

Correspondent Sawyer interviewed a number of
“informed people.” One of them confirmed that
Truman would demand a new multi-billion atomic
appropriation from Congress. A second “informed
individual” stressed to Sawyer the need of build-
ing “a lot of Savannahs.” (Savannah is the
South Carolina H-Bomb plant.) A third who “cer-
tainly knows what he was talking about,” and
who refused to “even begin to discuss what he
knew,” told Sawyer that the Hell-Bomb “is the
most important thing we are doing by far and
away.”

What especially appalled Sawyer was the state-
ment by “one informed individual” to the effect
that “The hydrogen bomb presents the possibili-
ty of our mutual destruction.”

While no “authorized source” has confirmed

either the feasi¥ility of the hydrogen super-bomb .
or its destructive potential, Sawyer is convinced -

that those who do know are certain that such

a super-bomb “is going to be built,” that “its-

destructive power is beyond the average mind to

By Tom Conlan

comprehend,” and that the H-Bomb supersedes
the A-Bomb as “the real question mark of the
future,”

Sawyer was informed by “atomic energy peo-
ple” that “the Soviets are doing at least as well
as the Americans” in the atomic arms race, “in-
cluding the hydrogen bomb.” His own conclusion
is that:

“There can be not the slightest doubt that the
atomic arms race, in its hydrogen development,
has taken a most serious turn. Forces have been
discovered which if unchecked could destroy much
of modern civilization.”

For this Sawyer is able to offer only his own
“unsubstantiated statement,” lamenting it as
“one of the costs of secrecy, which involves the
whole atomic program.”

It is noteworthy that not only has there been
no denial forthcoming from Washington, but also
that Sawyer's report has generally been ignored
by the press. - ,

The eventuality of what Sawyer mildly terms
as “a most ‘serious turn” in the current atomic
arms race is obviously of the utmost importance
to the American people and the people the world
over. Their physical survival is literally involved.
Yet they have been permitted to know exactly
nothing,

Will the projected war, to which the Pentagon
has for years referred as “Atomic War I,” actual-
ly prove to be Hell-Bomb War of “Mutual De-
struction”? Who is better entitled to a clear an-
swer to this question than the American people
who are being dragged step by step into such a
war? And it is an answer that must be forth-
coming in advance, because it will obviously be
too late once the Hell-Bombs start to drop.

From Washington’s current policy of “hush-
hush” in connection with the atomic arms race,
there obviously flows the danger of the American
people being caught off-guard. But by far the
greatest danger is that the American people, as

_matters stand, will have no say whatever on the

all-decisive issue of peace and war. It is not too
late to take the war-making powers away from
Truman and Congress and let the people decide
by a national referendum on whether there shall
be peace or war! .

Notes from 'the' News

THE RECENT “PANTY” RAIDS at several
universities are due in part to the growth of
“MecCarthyism” in university and community life,
Rabbi Louis I. Newman said in a sermon at Tem-
ple Rodeph Sholom in New York last week. “A
vast silence has descended upon young men and
women today in the colleges of our country and
they find an expression for their bottled-up ener-
gies in foolish and unseemly acts like the ‘ratd_s'
upon dormitories. . ., Instead of channelizing this
vitality into healthy argument on the vital issues
of the times, they grow restless and inhibited
because the expression of dissent is de(‘emed dan-
gerous.”

* % & )

W. AVERILL HARRIMAN, millionaire candi-
date for the Democratic nomination who is mak-
ing a special bid to line up the support of the
labor leaders, will meet with New York CIO offi-
cials at an “unofficial” cocktail party June 6.

w % %=

THE NATION was not too impressed by Tru-
man’s liberal demagogy on civil liberties at the
Americans for Democratic Action convention in
Washington, Commenting on his statement about
the dangers that would result “if we surrender
to McCarthyism and adopt the principle of guilt
by association,” the Nation said: “But guilt by
association became the law of the land with the
Supreme Court’s decision upholding the Feinberg
law. And even the Feinberg law provides that

 organizations cannot be listed as ‘subversive’

without a hearing — which is more than can
be said of the President’s own Loyalty Order.”
* ok E

WALTER WHITE, NAACP secretary, has pro-
tested to Frank McKinney, Democratic national
chairman, that his efforts to work out a “com-
promise” on a compulsory FEPC in the Demo-
cratic platform have “gravely disturbed” Negroes
and that a watered-down civil rights plank “would
not receive the support of Negro voters or of
a considerable number of other liberal voters who
fire concerned about this fundamental issue.”

“THE GREATEST HOAX ever perpetrated on
the American people” is the notion that the U.S.
“ig and has been in a sound prosperity,” the con-
vention of the National Association of Credit
Men was told by its vice president, Henry H.
Heimann. Discussing international trade, he la-
mented: “There has been nothing real about it
for 20 years. We have loaned money abroad so
they (other nations) might buy, or we have giv-
en money abroad and had them use it to buy our
production. International trade on that basis is
moving down a one-way street. There must be
an end to it some time.”

L S

THE GUATEMALAN GOVERNMENT is pre-
paring a bill to nationalize most of the country’s
privately owned uncultivated and sharecropped
land for redistribution among the landless peas-
ants. Owners would be compensated in bonds
based on present tax values and redeemable in
a maximum of 25 years. Not counting land now
held by the government, 2% of the agricultural
population now owns T0% of the land, 76% owns
10% of the land, and 22% the remaining 20%
of the land.

¥ ¥ %

THE COMPASS, in reprinting Art Preis’ re-
view of the new book on the Korean war by
Compass columnist I. F. Sfone (see Militant Ar-
my on Page 2), had an editorial note with ‘the

“misleading implication that The Militant defends

Stone’s book in return for Stone’s defense of
the Socialist Workers Party members convieted
in the 1941 Minneapolis Smith Act trial. While
Stone merits praise for his principled defense of
civil liberties for all victimized groups, that
was not the basis for The Militant’s review of
his book, which was judged strictly on its merits.
EE A

THE BAN on the showing of the Italian film.
The Miracle, was lifted by a unanimous Supreme
Court decision. The film had been prohibited as
“gacreligious” in New York under pressure of
Cardinal Spellman, '

VOLUME XVI

e MILITANT

MONDAY, JUNE 2, 1952

Trucks Act Called
‘Unconstitutional’
By ‘Wage Earner’

of the Trucks law,” states the
May issue of the Wage Earner,
“is that it is so vague, so all
encompassing, so patently open
to abuse that it could, if strictly
enforced, permit half the popula-

4ion of the state to put the other

half in jail.”

Making clear that it has no
political sympathy toward the
victims of the Trucks law, the
officiall organ of the Association
of Catholic Trade Unionists calls

tional idea of how to deal with
commupists.”

FLOUTS BASIC RIGHTS

Provision of the law. considered
unconstitutional by the AICTU
paper are: denial of equal pro-
tection under the laws; making
mere membership in an organiza-
tion the basis for a felony
prosecution; and denial of an ae-
cused person’s right to refuse to
testify against himself, by mak-
ing such refusal evidence of
guilt, a praetice that has never
been permitted even against the
worst eriminal.

Among the examples cited by
the Wage Earner of how the law
could be indiscriminately applied
to the general population are the
following:

“A couple of years ago the New
York Times made scarce news-
print available to the Daily
Worker, an act which, under the
Trucks- law, would come very
close to making the Times liable
to prosecution. . . '

“Every non-communist membe
of the Lawyers Guild who chose
‘to remain in the organization and
attempt to wrest it from com-
munist control could be prosecut-
ed if any of the Guild’s funds
found their way into the Party’s
coffers. . . ;

“This could also be applied to
union members who paid their
dues to a communist dominated
union, . .”

sion requiring members of “com-
munist front organizations” to
register with the state police, the
Wage Earner asks, “Would the
mere listing of the organization
by the attorney-general be suf-
ficient to apprise a man that ke
i$ 'a member of a communist
front organization — though He
stoutly and honestly denies that
the organization fronts for the
communists 7’ !

“Lest we. inadvertently come
under the Trucks law ourselves,”
the article adds, “we hasten to
explain that this is not a treatise
of the question of whether the
communists should have constitu-
tional rights. . .”

Shock of His Life

Ellis Arnall told the House
Banking Committee he got the
shock of his life “when I gave
the grocer a dime for a quart of
milk.,” As housewives in the au-
dience laughed, Arnall said that
he was “pretty far behind the
times. Good Lord, when 1 handed
the man a dime I found out the
price was about 28 cents!” The
joke, however, is not on Arnall.
He happens to be Price Stabiliz-
er. And a few days later he or-
dered another increase in grocery
prices.

Nexf Week:
The Ceylon
Elections

DETROIT — “The real danger ||

the law “one man’s unconstitu-|!

With reference to the provi-,

MAN'S

WOMAN'S

: Women Underpaid
B AVERAGE INCOMES 1950 giHIGHEST AVERAGE INCOME|

LEVEL

T MAN'S
35 to 44 years
of age

WOMAN'S

20 to 24 years
of age

=

< MAN'S
as head of household

Average family

These figures from the 1950

women, these are still the facts.

AVERAGE FAMILY INCOMES

the Labor Department’s Women's Bureau, show graphic evidence
of the discrimination against women in wage payments. Although
the labor movement has long' been on record for equal pay for

WOMAN'S
as head of household

= 3.18 persons

census, compiled and issued by

tion delegate elections.

A dynamite blast rocked "a
polling place in a Jacksonville
Negro college early in the day,
before the polls had opened. No
one was in the building at the
{ime. Police said two sticks of
dynamite had exploded, tearing
a three-foot hole in the roof of
the Walker Vocational College.

On the same day another
dynamite bomb was found on the
porch, of David H. Dwight, a
Negro who is president of the
Duval County Democratic Al-
liance. Fuses on the bombghad
been lit but had gone out.
Dwight’s home is a block away
from the Walker Vocational Col-
lege.

NOT INTIMIDATED

The bombing took place in a
predominantly Negro precinet in
the center of Jacksonville. In this
precinct 2,290 Negroes and one|
white are registered as voters.

The attempt fo frighten Ne-
groes away from the polls ap-
parently did not succeed, in this
distriect anyhow. The turnout dur-
ing the early part of the day was
even bigger than in a primary
held a month earlier.

Intensive registration drives
were carried on by the NAACP
and other Negro organizations.
Negro voters, especially in the
big cities, played a big part in
the Florida primaries, whose
main feature was a contest over
the Presidential nomination be-
tween the Russell and Kefauver
forces. It is believed that most
Negroes participating. in the
primary supported Kefauver as
a “lesser evil” despite his op-
position to a compulsory FEPC.

MORE REGISTERING

The latest cases of bomb ter-
rorism in Florida foreshadow the
kind of violence that Ku XKlux
and Dixiecrat gangs will aim at
Negroes when they attempt to
exercise their right to vote in

FLORIDA POLLING PLACE
BOMBED IN NEW WAVE
OF ANTI-NEGRO TERROR

Anti-Negro bomb terrorism exploded in Florida again
on May 27 as white supremacists tried to intimidate Ne-
gro voters from participating in the Democratic conven-

®

this year’s elections. Almost two"

million Negroes are expected to
try to register and vote in the
Southern states this year, an
increase of almost 100% over
1948.

The white supremacists are
finding it increasingly difficult to
prevent Negroes from voting by
merely threatening them verbally.
That is one reason why in the last
year they have resorted more
and more to lynch violence, espec-
ially in the form of bombings.

Harry T. Moore, state co-
ordinator of the NACP, and his
wife Harriette, were both mur-
dered when a bomb was exploded
under their home last Christmas
night. Moore was a special target
of the Jim Crow elements not
only because he led the fight
against the Groveland frameup
and killings but also because as
executive secretary of the Florida
Progressive Yoters League he
organized a number of court
battles against moves to dis-
franchise Negroes.

FAILURE TO ACT

Despite many promises of ac-
tion from the federal govern-
ment, the Moore murders went
unpunished, and bombings spread
through several Southern states,
reaching as far as Cairo, Ill,,
and Los Angeles, The authorities’
failure to apprehend and punish
the anti- Negro- terrorists en-
courages the use of bombing as
a weapon for maintaining the
Jim Crow system.

It is still a dangerous gnd even
& revolutionary undertaking for
Negroes to vote in many south-
ern parts of “the land of the free
and the home of the brave.” That
is why they deserve and need
the active help and support of all
labor, Negro and liberal organ-
izations, who should protest the
refusal of the government to
protect Negro wvoters against
reprisals and who should en-
courage their Southern affiliates

By Joseph

The 21-month “seizure” of the
industry ended when leaders of
the three operating railway bro-
therhoods were finally bludgeon-
ed into accepting union contracts
incorporating no substantial gains

ions in Aug., 1950, when-the four
operating  brotherhoods  were
about to go on strike for a de-
cent contract. '

This strike threat, after 16
months of fruitless negotiations,
was broken in advance by Tru-
man’s seizure of the industry un-
der provisions of the Railway
Labor Act of 1916.

Leaders of the unions had lit-
erally begged Truman to seize the
industry. They had no stomach
for a strike; moreover, they held
the illusory belief that Truman
would, under government seizuve,
give them the wage increases and
improved working conditions to
which the railroad workers were
entitled. .

But belief in “labor’s friend”
in the White House was repaid
with bitter medicine.

Truman’s “seizure” of the rail-
road industry was conducted
wholly in the interest of the
railroad companies. Their profits
continued as before. Their stock-
holders continued to clip their
coupons. Their big shots contin-
ued to run the roads — with
the added authority of army com-
missions.

But the unions were deprived
of their right to strike; they were
forced to work without a new
contract.

STRIKE BROKEN

And when the railroaders could
no longer tolerate the forced la-
bor imposed on them, and struck
despite government seizure, they
were smashed with four separate
anti-strike injunctions. The Bro-
therhood of Railway Trainmen
was fined $101,000 for violation
of these injunctions.

When they agreed to the new
contracts' proposed by govern-
ment mediator Steelman, . repre-
sentatives of the Brotherhood of
Locomotive Engineers, the Bro-
therhood of \Locomotive Firemen
and Engineers, and the OFder of
Railway Conductors, stated they
“had no other alternatlive under
one-sided government seizure and
rule by labor injunction.”

The new contract provides for
a 16 month. wage freeze, a 37-
cents an hour wage increase “for
yardmen, 22% cents for roadmen,
retroactive to various dates.

Most of the major rule changes
demanded by the unions were re-
jected.

This agreement is substantially
the same as that proposed in
Aug., 1950. At that time the con-
tracts were approved by top offi-
cers, but rejected by local un-
ion leaders. This time the top of-
ficials were empowered to com-
mit the unions to binding agree-
ments.

Railroad workers have leatned
the hard way that they cannot
depend on Truman or the courts
to defend their living standards
and working conditions. The same
leaders who in 1950 asked Tru-

to get together in united defense
of the right of all to vote.

man to seize the railroads, are
today in court on the same side

(Continued from page 1)
tions that they are “subversive.”

On May 22 WSB members
Joseph W. Childs, vice president
of the CIO United Rubber Work-
ers, appeared before the House
Labor Committee to denounce
Rep. Richard B. Vail (R, Ill.) for
“redbaiting” and making “dirty
insinuations” against him and
two other CIO members of the
‘WSB, John Brophy and Benjamin
Sigal.

Vail had read into the record
excerpts from testimony beforé
the House Un-American Activi-
ties Committee in an attempt to
portray the CIO leaders as
“openly loyal” to some organiza-
tions on the Attorney General’s
blacklist. - :

Labor Committee chairman
Barden deplored Childs’ use of
“right strong language.” An AP
dispatch noted that such “blunt
language” was “unusual for a
witness before a Congressional
committee.” Which only goes to
show that even anti-communist
labor leaders can get: aroused
when the witch hunt spreads to

involve them, as it inevitably

The N. Y. Times on May 25
printed the results of a nation-
wide survey of book censorship
that “is causing America’s lead-
ing educators serious concern.”
The survey found that there is
“a concerted campaign . . . to
censor school and college text-
books, reading materials and
other visual aids”; that “great
harm” is being done by vigilante
“anti - subversive” groups; that
librarians are meekly accepting
the demands of these self -ap-
pointed censors; that many books
have been removed from school
libraries and are effectively
blacklisted, and that the attacks
on school texts “appear to be
part of a general campaign
against publiec schools and other
educational institutions.,”

And a great many educators
are so worried about this develop-
ment that they did not fear to
be quoted in relatively stdong
language on the danger it
presents to freedom of thought.

Other recent important reac-
tions to the witch hunt were:

The Washington state Demo-
cratic convention adopted amend-
ments to their platform pledging

must. =

to work for repeal of the Smith

and MeCarran Acts, certain
aspects of the state ‘“loyalty”
oath and prosecutions of people
because of their beliefs.

The Young Women’s Christian
Association, disturbed by “grow-
ing restrictions” on freedom of
expression, joined the National
Council of Jewish Women in a
campaign to “revive the climate
of opinion for the free exchange
of ideas.” Local affiliates were
asked to set up ‘“freedom cam-
paign committees” to carry out
the program.

The American Civil Liberties
Union issued a new statement op-
posing any ban or regulation
against employing a teacher be-
cause of his views or associa-
tions.

The Anti- Defamation League
of B'nai- B'rith- charged, in a
study of racial and religious
bigotry during the last 18 months,
that Americans “find themselves
accepting hysterical unproved
denunciations with less and less
repugnance.”

The American Jewish Congress
and the National Association for
the Advancement of Colored
People, in g joint report, said an

Witch Hunt Brings New Protests

fight against discrimination last
year was the trend to “excess in
many of the loyalty investiga-
tions and the unreasonable
character in much of the federal
and state legislation” that “have
intensified the tendency to identify
support of unpopular or con-
troversial causes with subver-
“sion.”

Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam of
the New York Methodist area
sharply assailed “self - appointed
guardians of this country” who
“capitalize on hysteria, literally
making thousands of dollars by
lying to people.”

And there was even a note of
remorse in .the comments of
some people who backed the
witch hunt that contributed to
the deaths by heart attack of
actors John Garfield and Canada
Lee, who were hounded even after
they disavowed “communism” be-
cause they had not consented to
become: stoolpigeons and inform-
ers against their former asso-
ciates. The remorse was hypo-
critical for the most part but it
showed a recognition that the
public was shocked and angered
about the tragic outcome of these

important factor impeding the

victimizations.

beyond what was offered the un-j

Gov't. “Seizure”
Didn’t Pay Off
For Rail Workers

Andrews

“Government seizure” has come to an end in the rail-
road industry. The rail barons have doffed their brass+
decorated army uniforms and are once again attired in
their customary banker’s grey. ® :

as the Steel companies, seeking
to outlaw the right of the Presi-
dent to- seize industries in labor-
disputes.

The failure of the operating
brotherhoods to win their de-
mands is the responsibility of the
leaders. For the last six years-
the railroad workers have shown
they are ready and able to fight
the rail barons to a standstill
But from the great 1946 strike,
to the “sick report” walkouts last
yvear, the miiltant rail-roaders
were without leadership, and were
met with brutal strikebreaking-
from Truman, who the leaders
had told them was their friend.

Injunction rule could have been
broken by the railroad workers,
as their 1951 revolt in the effec-
tive “sick report” strikes showed.
Had their leaders stood by them,
and showed some backbone, this
remarkable demonstration of mi«
litancy and solidarity could have
brought victory.

FALSE INFORMATION

The “sick report” walkouts
‘were brought to an end when top
union leaders sent wires out to
the locals falsely informing them
that they had obtained satisfac
tory terms in negotiations. When
the workers went back to their
jobs they found out that this was

them back to work.

With no national leadership to
organize and direct them, the rail
workers were frustrated. But ik
was not the weakness of the un=
ion membership which forced this
surrender; it was the weakness
of the leaders. ;

An additional factor, tending to
destroy the effectiveness of rail«
way labor, is the division of the

ions. Onc union, the Brotherhood
of Railway Trainmen, broke :the
solid font of operating brothers
hoods, by signing a separate cons
tract a year ago. '

The rail workers have for years
signified their dissatisfaction
both with the craft division of
their unions, apd the cowardly
policies of the leadership. The
next stage of railroad struggle
will necessarily see the forma=
tion of a mew leadership, based
on a program of consolidation of
the unions on industrial lines, and
a policy of militant action,

Akron SWP Fights
City Income Levy;
Asks Tax on Rich

AKRON, May 23 — “We: are
opposed to any tax on workers
income,” Kay Kean, Secretary of
the Akron Branch of the Sociale
ist Workers Party stated in a
declaration to the press today in
reply to a proposed 1% %  tax
on workers pay initiated by
Mayor Slusser. .

The eity administration claims
that “vital” expenditures such as
sewer renovation, salary increases
for city employes, hiring of part
time playground supervisors, will
have td be abandoned unless such
a tax is adopted. :

“Even if we are to assume that
the budgetary needs of the ity
are not misrepresented by the
Mayor, the workers of Akron
cannot afford to foot the bill,”
the SWP spokesman said. “Works
ing class families are suffering
under the terrible tax load spone
sored by the bi-partisan war
administration in Washington.”

“The six largest rubber com=

panies could alone supply the city
with the required amount of $3,~
500,000 if they were taxed 3%,”
Comrade Kean’s statement con-
tinued. “Based on their 1951
profits, such a tax would leave
them with only 125 million dol-
lars instead of their reported 129
million dollar profit.” a7
Opposing any tax on low in-
come groups, the SWP secretary
proposed a “corporation tax of
3% instead.”” Under the mayor’s
proposed “tax the corporations
would be taxed only one and one
half percent — a so-called
“equality of saerifice” tax.
The Akron Socialist Workers
Party branch will present its tax
program for raising city revenues
to the city council at a forth-
coming public hearing. The party.
plans to speak of the real bud-
getary needs of the city, such. as
low-cost hospital clinies and play-
grounds, and point to the fact
that a 8% corporation tax would
net ample revenue to start such
projects.

a fake — a subterfuge to gebt

workers into separate, craft une
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