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George Novack
Starts on Tour

For Jim Kutcher

NEW YORK, Feb. 23 -— George Novack, National Secre-
tary of the Kutcher Civil Rights Committee, will make a six-

week speaking and organization tour to mobilize support in
defense of the legless veteran ®

James Kutchér, the Committee
‘announced today. Novack’s tour,

" which starts Friday, March 4, in

Pittsburgh, will take him as far
west as Minnesota and will cover
most of the big industrial cities
of the midwest.

“By means of this tour,” said
Mr: Novack, “we hope to forward
the work of our local committees
which are already actively organ-
izing public support in their areas
for the legless veteran and to help
form committees where they do
not exist.

-“I plan to address many kinds
of organizations in order to ac-
quaint wider sections of public
opinion not only about the injus-
tice against the legless veteran

GEORGE NOVACK

an All Re

0 Strlke, SWP Tells Senat

but about the great threat to
civil liberties bound up with his
persecution. I am confident that
when they learn the facts in this
case many more people will join
the fight we®are making.”

A LONG RECORD

- Over the past twenty years Mr.
Novack has participated in many
of the outstanding struggles in
defense of civil liberties and la-
bor rights in the United States.

He was active in the defense of

Mooney and Billings, the Scotts-
boro boys, the Harlan miners and
the union organizers tried for
“criminal syndicalism” in the Im-
perial Valley of California.

He was instrumental in organ-
izing the campaign to expose the

frameups against the Old Bolshe-
viks and Leon Trotsky in Stalin’s
infamous Moscow Trials -through

[the International Commission of
| Inquiry headed by John Dewey.
| He served as secretary of the

Civil Rights Defense Committee

{ which directed the defense in the

Minneapolis Labor Case.
Following is the schedule for
the first five weeks of Mr. No-
vack’s tour:
Pittsburgh, March 4 through 6
Youngstown, March 8-9
Akron, March 10-11
Cleveland March 12 through 15 |
Toledo, March 16-17
Detroit, March 18 through 23
Chicago, March 25 through 29
— Milwaukee, March 30-31
Twin Cities, April 1 through 5
Flint, April 7-8

Buffalo, April 9-10.

Kutcher Challenges Clark at

Jefferson Day

Celebration

NEWARK, Feb. 24 — James Kutcher, legless veteran, to-
day requested Attorney General Clark to revoke his dismissal
from a clerk’s job in the Newark Veterans Administration be-

cause of his membership in the ®

Socialist Workers Party and to
give a public hearing to his party
so that it could be removed from
the arbitrary blacklist of so-called
“subversive” organizations,

Clark is the principal speaker
at the New Jersey State Demo-
cratic Committee’s Jefferson-
Jackson Day Victory Dinner here
tonight. Kutcher has just return-
ed home from . the Beth Israel
Hospital following his sixth op-
eration since both his legs were
shot off in battle at St. Pietro,
Italy in 1943. The f8ll text of
Kutcher’s open letter to Clark
fol!ows.

OPEN LETTER

“It is now over four months
since I was fired from the New-
ark VA solely because of my poli-
tical ideas and since I personally
appealed to you in Washington
to rectify the injustice against
me and the Socialist Workers
Party to which I belong.

“] am still out of work and
nothing has been done to restore
my job. On the contrary, after my
visit to- your office where you
promised to discuss my case with
the VA Administrator, General
Gray, I received word that he was
compelled to approve my dis-
charge.

“Gray stated in his letter that
my dismissal was mandatory be-
cause I admitted membership in

the Socialist Workers Party which

you as Attorney General had des-
ignated as ‘subversive.” Both my
party and I have denied this false

, accusation and challenged the

right of a single governmént of-
ficial representing one party to
restrict the rights of another pol-
itical party. We and many others
conecerned with eivil liberties vig-
orously protested your procedure
of setting up such a political
Blacklist without notification,
without charges or evidence, and
wlthout any hearing.

REQUESTS REPEATED

“YI hereby repéat my request
that you take immediate steps to
restore my job and at least grant
a public hearing at which the
Party can
prove the falsity of the accusa—

_tions against it:

" “I urge this not only for myself

but for all government workers
who are entitled to hold political
opinions without fear of persecu-
.tion and for the many labor, vet-
eran, religious and progressive
organizations which back my fight
for reinstatement.

"“I would present this appeal in
person if I had not just under-
gone my sixth amputation-epera-
tion since my legs were blown off
at St. Pietro, Italy, in 1943.

“I .should like to remind you
that Thomas Jefferson, whom you
are celebrating tonight, was a
firm defender of free speech and
free political activity, 1 cannot
believe that the author of the
Declaration of Independence, who
also had revolutionary views,
would have approved any resort
to thought-control and police
state methods. He firmly opposed
the Alien and Sedition Laws from
which your pelitical blacklist was
copied and he pardoned those who
had been unjustly vietimized by
the previous U. S. Attorney Gen-
eral through these instruments

of oppression.” '

The top labor leaders, both
CIO and AFL, are leaving a trail
of broken promises in the wake
of their retreat on the issue of
union-curbing legislation. Since
the 81st Congress began its
sessions, they have repeatedly
broken for the rear, reestablished
a new line which they promised
to hold and then, at the first
volley from the enemy, beat it to

tion.

Before the elections they prom-
ised to fight for unconditional re-
peal of the Taft-Hartley Act, with
no qualifications whatever. Im-
mediately after the elections,
when Truman began talking of a
bill to replace Taft-Hartley, the
unions’ leaders promptly spoke of
repeal of the Taft Act and re-
storation of the former Wagner
Act—but only after repeal of the
Taft Act.

ADVANCING—BACKWARD

‘When Truman spoke of a ‘{one-
package” bill to repeal Taft-
Hartley and pass _an amended
Wagner Act at the same time, the
union leaders spoke out for a
“two-package” bill to simultane-
ously repeatl Taft-Hartley and re-
store the original Wagner Act,
but—discuss amendments later.
When Truman actually introduced
his bill amending the Wagner Act,
the union leaders forgot all about
the *“two-package approach” and
promptly agreed “in principle”
with these amendments. The AFL
leaders even indicated they would
accept more drastic provisions

than Truman’s bill proposed; .but

take up,a new “last-ditch” posi-|

Union Leaders
Promises in

-H

all union offmlals vowed they
would not stand for the use of
injunetions against strikes.

WHY THEY RETREAT

" Finally, Truman enunciated his
doctrine of ‘“inherent powers” to
invoke court action against “na-
tional emergency” strikes. He
said an injunction law is merely
“unnecessary” although he had
“no objection” .to it, Since then,
the CIO and AFL leaders have
not even referred to Truman’s
statement, which completely re-
futes their claim that he is
against injurctions and  that his
bill does not allow their use. They
are still’ trying to pretend that
the dispute between Truman and
Taft is over the principle of labor
injunctions. Actually, it is over
whether or not Truman needs a
special law to permit him to en-
join ‘strikes.

The union leaders’ failure to
oppose Truman’s bill to curb cer-
tain types of strikes, impose
“cooling off” periods and govern-
ment intervention against strikes
not to speak of their silence on
his declaration of “inherent”
strikebreaking powers—is not due
solely or even mainly to their
notorious spinelessness,

These union léaders WANT LheI

capitalist government to have
powers fo curb strikes. They be-
lieve in capitalism and its gov-
ernment, while they ‘are opposed
to union militancy and have al-
ways counterposed class collab-
oration to a fighting class pelicy.

They want the union rank and file,
repressed and welcome the gov-|

|o|ate

ernmerit’s intervention to get the
workers off the picket lines while
the union leaders settle labor dis-
putes behind closed doors in back-
room deals with the employers
and government agents.

It is true that in the past these
labor leaders, in the heat of great
class battles when they had to
speak - militantly to retain their
hold on the union ranks, have
sometimes spoken out against the
measures now proposed by Tru-
man. Murray thus bitterly attack-
ed Truman’s “fact-finding” and
30-day “cooling off” proposals.in
December 1946 as “the first step
toward more savage legislation.”
Last *week, however, Murray
boosted Truman’s bill containing
these same proposals.

The moment the union leaders
agreed to anything but immediate
and unconditional repeal of the
Taft-Hartley Act they agreed to
fight on Senator Taft’s ground.
Once they conceded “in principle”
to amending the Wagner Act, they
opened the gate to the whole pro-
cedure whereby the Republicans
and Democrats, as Taft gloatingly
predicted, could restore two-th;rds
of the Taft-Hartley Act under a
different label.

CP TRIAL RECESSED

The thought-control trial of
11 Communist Party leaders
in New York has been recessed
for the last week. In our next
issue Farrell Dobbs will re-
sume his on-the-scene dis-
patches on the case.

Our Program to
Meet Menace of
Unemployment
An Editorial— !
Except for the Truman ad-
ministration with its inaccurate
statistics and the union leaders
who are keeping mum, every-
body acknowledges that unem-
ployment has become a serious
problem. Conservative busi-
ness circles estimate the pres-
ent jobless figure at more than
four million — and rising.

The question facing organized
labor is what to do about a
menace already here and grow-
ing more threatening every day.
The time has come for nation-
wide labok action to put into
effect a ‘realistic program to
protest the working class. We
propose the following:

I. For a 30-hour week, six-
hour day with no reduction in
take-home pay. Almost every
union has endorsed this pro-
gram in the past. Take it out
of cold storage and fight to
make it a reality right now.

2. For a clause in every un-
ion contract providing a sliding
scale of hours, an automatic
reduction in hours, with no re-
duction in weekly pay, when-
ever available work is insuffi-
cient to provide full employ-
ment at the present work-week
in any plant or industry.

3. For an all-out wage cam-
paign to raise mass purchasing
power by boosting real. wages
to the level before June 1946
when the run-away inflation
began.

4. For unemployment insur-

ance equal to full weekly union
wages for ail unemployed and
for the entire duration of un-
employment.

5. For public works of a so-
cially beneficial character, in-
cluding government-built !er-
rent housing, to provide jobs
for the unemployed at union
wages and to be financed from
the billions now going for war
preparations.

6. Call a United Congress oy
Labor of all unions to mobilize
a militant, determined mass

DETROIT, Feb. 21 — The Com-
mittee for ‘a Militant and 'Demo-
cratic WAW, a progressive group-
ing of CIO United Auto Workers
members, last week published the
first-issue of its new paper, the
Auto Union Builder. This com-
mittee was formed after the 1947
UAW convention to fight for a
militant program and union dem-
ocracy against UAW President
Walter Reuther’s policy of “peace
at any price” with the corpora-
tions and his attempt to impose
one-man rule over the traditional-
ly democratic auto union.

In its main article, the Auto
Union Builder answers a faction-
al statement aimed at the Com-
mittee “on the eve of the loeal
union elections” by the four top
officers .of the UAW and issued
in the January 'United Automo-

bile Worker, official UAW paper.
- The Auto. Union Builder calls

UAW Opposition

the Reuther faction statement “a
cheap and dishonorable attempt
at a smear” for falsely linking
the opposition group to the Stal-
inists and “people outside the un-
ion. . . circulating literature and
resolutions among leeal -unions.”
The Committee, says its paper,
“is composed exclusively of UAW
members and includes some of the
pioneer union builders from vari-
ous locals in Detroit, Flint, Sagi-
naw, Pontiac and elsewhere.”

The answer to the Reutherites
states that the reason for the or-
ganization of the Committee for a
Militant and Democratic UAW
was the “deep sense of dissatis-
faction” among many members
and local union officers with the
policies of the Reuther adminis-
tration.

“We refer paltmulaﬂy sa.ys

the Auto- Union' Builder, “to the
administration’s  soft policy » to-

Paper Answers

ward the corporations on speed-
up and its collusion and collabora-
tion with management against
militant members of the UAW;
we refer particularly to the sign-
ing of the two-year outrageously
inadequate contraet in General
Motors, which moreover takes
one-quarter of our union mem-
bership out of wage and pension
negotiations in 1949: we refer
particularly to the throttling of
the democratic processes inside
our union and the attempt to fas-
ten upon the membership the dic-
tatorial rule of a self-perpetuat-
ing machine.” |

. The progressives’ paper calls
attention “to such ‘well-known
and universally recognized facts
that in the past year over 5,000
GM workers have been disciplined
by, layoffs of from 3 to 90 days
and dozens more have been fired

for attempting to resist the rais-

S

ing of productien standards.” It
charges the Reuther administra-
tion has not fought the speedup
and has “refused to permit the
ranks to defend themselves
against this evil.”

Against Reuther’s policies, the
paper urges the UAW members
to support its “Program of Ac-
tion to Meet the Needs of 1949.”
The first point .in this 8-point
program calls for a “Real Cam-
paign for Wages and Pensions.”

The program calls for industry-
wide bargaining as the only means
to break the “log-jam” created by
the fact that the GM contract per-
mits no separate GM negotiations
this year and the Chrysler con-
tract is closed for pension de-
mands untijl 1950. It likewise calls
for ‘“commen termination dates
of all contracts” and “rejection
of ‘one-at-a-time’ strategy.” The

fight for this wage and pension

fight for this program.

euther

program should be launched by a
“broadly representative” national
UAW conferehce, says the paper.
Unless these provisions are adopt-
ed, the paper says, “the whole
Reuther economie program must
be viewed as nothing but a hoax.”

Other peoints of the program
are: An all-out campaign against
speed-up; for democratic and
rank-and-file control in the un-
ion; for the elimination of wage
differentials and organization of
the unorganized; for abolition of
all forms of discrimination in the
plants and in the union; for a
shop steward system in every
plant; for the 30-hour week at 40
hours pay to cdmbat layoffs; and
for a United Conference of Labor
‘of -all ‘unions'to fight for labor’s

trictions on Right

[Prohibit Labor Injunctions,
Dobbs Demands of Congres,s_.f.

NEW YORK, Feb. 26

safeguards on the rights of labor ®—
by making it illegal for any
government agency, “be it ex-
ecutive, legislative or judicial, ‘to
restrict, restrain or deny the right
to strike and picket by injunction,
seizure of struck facilities, or by
any other means.” The full text
of Dobbs’ letter to the Senate
Labor Com mittge follows:

Senator Elbert D. Thomas, Chm.
Senate Labor Committee
Washington, D. C.

Dear Senator Thomas:

There is grave cause for public
alarm in President Truman’s
sweeping claim of ‘“inherent
power” to break strikes by in-
junction.

More is involved than the fact
that the Democratic Party’s
pledge to repeal the Taft-Hartley
Act ean mean little when the
President claims authority to con-
tinue the very worst features of
that anti-labor law.

‘The nation faces a growing
threat of one-man rule by ex-
ecutive decree.

In flagrang, violation of the
Bill of Rights, the Truman Ad-
ministration has decreed the
blacklisting of opponent political
organizations as “subversive.”
No bill of particulars has been
furnished the accused organiza-
tions and demands for a public
hearing on the “subversive”
charge have been denied.

The legless war veteran, James
Kutcher, and many others have

of this blacklist.

Through  the proposed North
Atlantic military pact, the Ad-
ministration is also attempting
to circumvent the Constitution by
shifting the actual war-making
powers away from Congress into
the hands of the President.

Chairman of the Socialist Workers Party, today called
on the Senate Labor Committee to specifically prowde

already been victimized because

PRICE: FIVE CENTS

= Farrell Dobbs, Natiolial_-

The political blacklist and the
military pact, of course, have ne
direct bearing on ‘the labor
legislation under considerationiby :
your committee. However, -these |
examples of Administration policy =
make it crystal clear that the
President’s claim of “inherent
power” to break strikes by in--
Jjunction is not an isolated episode |
but rather part of a definite trend
toward concentration of dieta-
terial powers in his hands. 2

Unless your commitee and the =
Congress answer the President
with legislation .specifically : for
bidding him to break strikes by
injunction, you will have sanction-:
ed by your silence his claim of
“inherent power” to fasten d one
man dictatorial * rule -upon the
country, B

PART OF DEFINITE TREND

In the name of the Socialist -
Workers Party, I call upon your
committee and the Congress -to
provide the following safeguards
of the right to strike:

1. There shall be. np restnc :
tion whatever on the right of al
workers, mcludmg government
employees, to organhize, barg‘am
collectively, strike and plcket. g

2. It shall be unlawful for
any agency of government, be it
executive, legislative or judicial,
to restrict, restrain or deny the -
right to strike and picket by in- |
junction, seizure of struck facili
{ies, or by any other means,

" Since my request for an ap-

pointment to appear in person

before your commitee has not

heen grunted I ask you to insert

this letter in the record of the
committee hearings.

Yours tlul’y, :

FARRELL DOBBS

. National Chairman , =

Socialist ‘Workers Pa?.ty ﬂ

&

NEW YORK,

protest against what they call
Mayor Q’Dwyer’s “unprecedented
political interference” against the
Board of Higher Education’s an-
ticipated choice of Dr. Bryn J.
Hovde, head of the New School
for Social Research, for the
presidency of Queens College, a
municipal institution.

The cry of “political inter-
ference” is a euphemism for the
real and far more sinister agency
behind O/'Dwyer’s brazen attempt
to dictate to the elected Board
whom it shall appoint for the
Queens College post vacated by
'Dy. ‘Paul Klapper last April and
temporarily filled by Dr. Mar-
geret V. Kie!y.

AUDACIOUS MOVES

This is the most audacious
move ' yet made by the Roman
Catholic hierarchy fo invade the
public educational system of the
country’s largest city. The press,
terrorized by fear of Catholie
pressure and boycott, has dared
only to hint at the true character
of the “political interference” in-
volved in this case. Several
months ago the Catholic hierarchy
was successfull in getting the
Board of Education to ban The
Nation, the country’s oldest liberal
weekly, from the public school
libraries because of a series of
articles exposing the political
‘activities of ‘the Vatican and its
support of fasecist. dietators.

The full facts in the Queens (e
College' case reveal unmistakably
+the - hand  of the authoritarian
Catholic _hierarchy. Since the

program in Washington, -~

resignation. “of . sz.

QUEENS COLLEGE CASE =~
AND CATHOLIC HIERARCHY

IFeb. 23 — Leading Protestant clergymén
educators, parents groups and teachers organizations in. thls CIty'
as well as most of the daily papers, have been aroused to 5tormy

K.lappiar, o

O
Catholic pressure groups’ and 7
politicians had been pulhng

strings to secure the Queens Col-
lege post permanently for Dr
Kiely. When it became known
that the majority of the Board of
Higher Education intended o
vote for Dr. Hovde a canipgigh
to discredit him as a “commu‘n-
ist” was launched by the Catholic -
hierarchy and its ]ay organlm-
tions.

SMEAR CAMPAIGN -

The public spearhead of this
campaign was The Tablet, official
organ of the Roman Catholic .
Diocese of Brooklyn, which called
Dr. Hovde, a well-known liberal
oppenent of communism, a “left-.
ist” and a “political innocent”
who has been “playing into’the
hands” of the Communist Party.

Shortly after this deliberately-
concocted lie was ' circulated,
O’Dwyer, leader of the dominant
frish Catholie political wing of
Tammany Hall, summoned the
Board of Higher Education mem=
bers, over whom he has not the
slightest legal authority, to City
Hall on Feb. 17. In the presence
of a delegation of 50° Catholic
parishioners led by Suprem
Court Justice Chales S. Golden
O’Dwyer savagely lashed the <)
Board members for even co:
sidering -Dr. Hovde for Queeng’
College president. 0’Dwyer clai
ed that the choice of Hovde was
“contlary" to the “wish of the
majority” [lof: the penple ]
Queens When he polled the
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By Art Preis

ol An outstanding feature of the
£ . capitalist system today is its in-
£ ° stability. It staggers drunkenly
{ = 'between boom and bust, inflation
and depression. This imposes on
¢ +.the labor movement the need for
£ % ntmost flexibility and alertness
- 4n defending the workers’ living
| standards. For each spasmodic
7+ “durch ~ of the profit system
i " threatens the workers in a special
«and specific way.
' Because of \its Marxist under-
standing of this extreme in-
i stability of capitalism in its
i r.decline and decay, the Socialist
* Workers Party since 1938 has put
forward a program that anti-

ense of L

cipates the shifts and fluctuations‘

®  of the capitalist economy. This
. program 'is designed to arm the
* Amerzican labpr movement in ad-
3! vance to defend living standardsi

%

from every capitalist attack,
whether through inflation or
_depression.

. TWOKEY PLANKS

7 Two key planks of this pro-
'~ gram are the sliding scale- of
- ‘‘avages and the sliding scale of

“hours.. In the *boom™ -period of'

i i skyrocketiig prices, 'the. SWP
-emphasizes ‘the sliding scale of
w a.ges to provide automatic
" ‘wage increases, above the basic
““.ynion ‘wage scale, for 4ll rises in
“the cost of living. When the signs
i < 7of “bust” appear- and lay-offs
. -begin, the SWP advances the
. = &liding scale of hours to provide
I I lautomatic reductions in the work
 ~i=wyeek with no cuts in take-home
" pay so that available work is
“ divided equally among the work-
ers without loss of weekly income.
© fThis is embodied today in the
i~ -demand for the 30-hour week
~ ' pt 40-hours’ pay.
"'~ Against this realistic and re-
‘alizable program, the pro-capital-
£ “fst union leaders seek to amswer
£ - ‘the assaults on living standards
‘ with programs based on the myth
_‘of capitalist stability, or its
. -possibility. They are constantly
- _caught off-guard by the extreme
‘and rapid gyrations of the capital-
“ist. economy. When their own
solutions prove obviously in-
" “’adequate, they sometimes are
* “forced by the pressure of the
~ “'Ninion ranks to borrow from the
‘L. ‘prsenal of the class - conscious
‘militants and Marxists. But al-
.most invariably they grasp these
£~ ‘syeapons too late or misuse them.
. " “Iike gun-shy men, they fear these
" unaccustomed weapons and don’t
. know how or when to use them.

| STRIKING EXAMPLE
| We see a striking example of
" this in the case of Walter Reuther,
CIO United Auto Workers Presi-
' dent, and the sliding scale of
" wages contract he signed with
General Motors last May. This
" contract is mnow being widely
discussed: in labor circles because

i
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! : St. Louis
-~ 3 ‘Are Truman’s Promises to -
" ¥ 'Labor Being Carried Out?
Will He Put Through His
%' “Civil Rights Program?
hear:

A. Arbeiter
' “Results of the Election”
s Thur,, Mar. 10 - 8 PM
| 'Rm. 312, Olivia Building
. "§ " 1023 N. Grand Blvd.

| scale, Reuther sacrificed the -auto

under its terms the GM workers
in March are expected to get a
two or three-cent pay reduction
based on a decline in the Bureau
of Labor Statistics’ cost-of-living
index.

Throughout the war and with
renewed urgency at the end of
the war, the SWP and inereasing
numbers of UAW militants urged
the adoption of the sliding seale
of wages program. Reuther op-
posed this program bitterly right
up to the moment he handed the
GM workers his own version of a
sliding scale program. _

During the previous years of
inflation he and the rest of the
CIO leaders, as well as-the Stal-
inists who supplied the “theore-
tical” arguments against the
sliding wage scale, all stressed
the false program of the roll-back
of prices by the government.s

This utopian idea led only “to
frozen wages on the one hand
and ever-rising prices on the
other. When the war” ended, the
union leaders cauld nat hold back
the upsurge of the workers, who
tossed the -price -rallhack myth
into the ashcan and hit the picket
lines for wage gains. Then was
the most favorable time, at the
very start of the post-war wage
fight, that the UAW and the other
unions should have fought for
the sliding scale of wages.

But the only concern of the
union leaders was to get the
strikes over with as fast-as

flat wage increases. Had they
fought for and won an adequate
sliding wage scale, the present
hourly wage scales would be far
higher and higher wages would
have prevailed automatically with

basis of figures furnished by
Reuther’s own research directors,
this failure to fight for the slid-
ing wage scale at the most

every auto worker alone over
£1,000.

Reuther’s faith in the roll-back
program—that is, his faith in Qhe
capitalist government to stabilize
prices quickly at a lower level—
meant that each year the auto
workers found their real wages,
in spite of the bitterly-wén wage
increase of the previous year,
lagging more and more behind
prices.

THE 1948 GM CONTRACT

1t was not until May 1948, late
in the inflationary eycle and with
signs already pointing to a break
in the economy, that General
Motors proposed and Reuther
accepted a contract containing a
sliding 'wage scale clause, the
first of its kind adopted by any
major union. Immediately there-
after, the Stalinist - controlled
CIO0 United Elecrical Workers
gigned a similar contract for its
members in the GM Electrical
Division.

But, as the May 31, 1948, Mili-
tant immediately pointed out,
Reuther had picked up the sliding
scale program merely fo distort
and misuse it in reaching an easy
deal with General Motors. We
wrote, he “accepted the sliding
scale program not as a fortifica-
tion of, hut 8s a substitute for,
the needed increase in real hasic
wages, welfare benefits -and
grievance improvements.”

In return for the sliding wage

workers’ demand for a 2b-cent
hourly wage inecrease and took
instead a mere six cents raise in

more for cost-of-living increases
during the previous year. Thus,
the ‘GM basic wage scale was

of Ford and Chrysler workers,

{ which in turn was about 20 cents

short of the real wage right after
the war. The basic weakness of
the GM contract was that it
started from a hase wage far

ACTU?

Trotskyists.

sity PL,

it today!

Address ......

City «oevvincns..
. State .......

Make sure you get your copy : _

« and mailing it with a $2.50 money order or check for a full |
12" months subscription to Fourth International, 116 Ur_uv?r-
New York 3, N. Y. We'll start your subseription [
with the issue containing Art Preis’ sensational expose.

NAIME .ovv.rosrseecnnsnsssssrssssnsioosasenssnanss

....-........_..‘...........an_e PO AT

INISTER!

Do you know the facts about the sinister alliance between
top American trade union officials
know the truth about the Catholic "Labpr"’ schoc:ls? _I)o you
knp wabout the colossal wealth of the V?stacan‘.’ its ties with
fascism? the real aims of its trade union shock force, the

‘Read Art Preis’ smashing inside story of the cold war
inspired by thé Holy See to capture thfe American t_ra‘de
unions. Read “Priests Bore from Within” in the March issue

“of Fourth International, monthly magazine of the American
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each rise in the prices over the’
past three years. Even on the:

favorable time has cost each and

the basic scale, plus five cents’

fixed at least 7-cents below that

and the Vatican? Do you |
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have been.

In addition, it provided for the
possibility of a cut-back in wages
of up to five cents an hour if
prices -declined instead of rising.
This meant that the GM workers
took the risk of losing the addi-
tignal five-eent “‘cost-of-living”
increase that had brought their
ret inerease to 11 cents. This risk
was further increased because
the upward or downward revisions
were to be based' on the indek
of the 1. S. Bureau of Labor
Statistics, which notoriously un-,
derestimates rises in living, costs,
instead of on an index compiled
by a union-farmer - consumer
agency. Moreover, the hands of
the GM workers were tied by a
two-year contract, instead of the
customary one-year clause, leay-
ing them -helpless to revise the
wage clause in the event of a
sharp change in the economic

contract.

the- GM. sliding scale contract did
partially demonstrate’ the ad-
vantages of the principle of the
gliding scale of wages.if properly
applied. Within three months of
the contract’s-adoption and for
the past six monthsg, the GM
workers ‘have enjoyed an addi-
tional raise of three cents an
hour, bringing their total wage
increase to 14 cents, one cent
higher than the Ford and
Chrysler increase.

It is at this point, however,
that the weaknesses of Reuther’s
version of the sliding wage scale
are becoming apparent. The in-
stability of the capitalist system
is beginning to make itself felt
again by a lurch in the direction
of deflation and economic decline.
Prices have begun to sag a bit
and mass unemployment is start-
ing to loom as a prospect for the
coming period. The GM workers
face a wage cut, due—we repeat
—not to the sliding scale prin-
ciple but to Reuther’s false ap-
plication of it.

STALINIST DEMAGOGY

This has offered the enemies
of the principle of the sliding
scale of wages, particularly the
Stalinists, - an opportunity to
renew their assault upon the
sliding scale program as such.
George Morris, the Daily Work-
er’s anti-Trotskyist hatchet-man,
repeatedly attacks the obvious
defects of the Reuther sliding
scale program in the light of the
pending GM wage cut. Morris
falsely attributes these defects to
the correct principle of the sliding
scale of wages.

Morris, of course, doesn’t
remind the workers of the bank-
ruptey of the roll-back program
that the Stalinists, along with
Reuther and the CIO bureaucracy
generally, counterposed for six
years to the sliding wage scale
program of the genuine CIQ
militants. Above all, he skips over
the Stalinist war-time “incentive

below what the real wage should®

trend before expiration of the’

In spite of its obvious defects, |§

wages” program — that is, the.

ing Standards

Hundreds of landlords are d

these Tulsa, Okla. realtors who
ago when they took advantage
tenants on a wide scale.

Landlords Lobby

escending on Washington tb fight'
rent conttol legislation. Among those on the move, of course, are

startled the nation some weeks
of the housing shortage to evict

gy

T

program of fixing wages accord-
ing to production speed-up as op-
posed to wage increases baséd on
the needs of the workers.

But the Stalinist arguments,
with their typical falsifications
and distortions, are suspect from
the outset because they omit any
reference to the Stalinists’ own
use of the sliding scale of wages
program. Why doesn’t Morris
attack the Stalinist leaders of
the UE who borrowed Reuther’s
version of the sliding wage scale
and incorporated it intact into
their contract with the GM Elec-
trical Division last June? Why
doesn’t Morris attack the French
and Italian Stalinist union leaders
who, under pressure of the work-
ers, have made the sliding wage
scale a major demand of the
recent strikes? The failure of
Morris to condemn these Stalin-
ist applications of the sliding
scale principle shows that his
attacks on the sliding scale pro-
gram are nothing but hypocritical
lies.

NEW TREND APPEARING

"We Trotskyists are not fetish-
ists on slogans. Our program is
rounded and takes into account
different aspects. Each aspect of
our program is designed to defend
the workers from capitalist attack
under specific conditions. Thus,
the present period is giving in-
dications of a shift in the Ameri-
can economy that necessitates a
corresponding change in emphasis
in the program to defend labor’s
standard of living,

The ominous increase of unem-
ployment and part-time employ-
ment is one significant sign of a
possible depression, which now

(Continued from page 1)
opinion of the 1,500,000 residents
of Queens on this question is not
‘known.

‘WIDE PROTESTS

Outraged attacks on. O’Dwyer
immediately followed from all
but official Catholic quarters. Dr,
Alvin Johnson, president emeritus
of the New School for Social
Research, stated: “An ignorant
and foolish politican, flanked by
a Tammany judge and a group
of parishioners pretending to
represent the people of Queens,
presumes to tell the constituted
educational authorities who may
'be elected president of Queens
College and who may not.”

Mrs. Rose Russell, legislative!
representative of the CIO teach-
ers union,'called O’'Dwyer’s move

INEXT WEEK:
Struggle for Control
Of the C10 United |

| Electrical Union
{ By Bert Gochran

Anna Louise Strong
{ Book on China
' Review by Li Fu-jen

Stalinists Attack
James Kutcher |
By George Breitman

Send for extra copies to dis-]
Jtribute to your friends and
shopmates. Bundles of five or|
more copies 3¢ a copy. Rush!
{ your order to reach us on or
{ before March 3., i

THE MILITANT

QUEENS COLLEGE CASE
AND CATHOLIC HIERARCHY

"'nothing more nor less than an
attempt by a certain religious
grouping to control our public

| eolleges as they already hold an

enormous measure of control over
public schools.” Protests have
come from the Liberal and Amer-
ican Labor parties, the United
Parents Association, faculty mem-
bers of Queens College and the
head of its students association.
A citizens committee, led by a
number of Protestant ministers
and wunion officials, has been
organized in Queens to fight the
Catholic hierarchy’s _ encroach-
ment on the city-supported col-
lege and its attempts to push
a wedge of bigotry and clerical
domination into the educational
system. -

_Undoubtedly, the Catholie
hierarchy has been emboldened
to its latest attacks on the prin-
ciple of the separation of church
and state by the success of its
lynch-inciting campaign against
Yeommunism” over the Minds-
zenty case. “Communism” has

|'become the hierarchy’s standard

label for all who oppose its at-
tempts to gain state support for
parochial schools or who attack
its reactionary political activities
and social aims.

HOVDE’S POSITION
Ironically, Pr. Hovde, the cen-
tral object of the Roman Church’s
‘attack in the Queens Collége case,
only a week before he himself
came under open attack, an-
nounced, in the name of “academic
freedom,” his support for the

in the schools. And the day before

School printed an editorial by
Hovde joining the Catholic: hier-
archy in its chorus on the Mings-
zenty case. Thus Hovde is being

scorched by the fire to which he
himself added fuel. ;

witch-hunt against “communists” |

O’Dwyer attacked him, the New |

indicates- the need for a program
to combat lay-offs and wage cuts.
That is the program of the slid-
ing scale of hours.

THE NEXT STEPS

TFirst of all, we urge the labor
unions- to mobilize immediately
for a nation-wide struggle to
achieve the 30-hour week, six-
hour day with no reduction in
weekly wages. The unions must
intensify their fight for an in-
crease in mass purchasing power
by a substantial fourth - round
wage raise and at the same time
demand in every contract a clause
providing for an automatic reduc-
tion in hours with no loss of
take-home pay whenever the em-
ployers claim they have insuf-
ficient‘work to keep everyone em-
ployed.

It is instructive to note that
Walter Reuther, who opposed the
sliding scale of wages when it
was most timely, now fails to
offer any program to safeguard
the auto workers against lay-
offs, When questioned on Feb. 20
about ‘a program. on lay-offs, he

30-hour week at 40 hours pay is
“idealistic and a dream at this
time.”

That is the typical answer of
a pro-capitalist union bureauecrat
who fears every new pgespect for
labor struggle and who is hoping
against hope that capitalism will
stabilize itself in time and reduce
the necessity for renewed class
battle. The thousands of auto
workers who have already been
laid off, however, and the thou-
sands more who see in these lay-
offs the image of their own
future don’t think the fight for
the shorter work-week “ideal-
istic.” They think it far more
“idealistie” to wait for capitalism
to “stabilize” itself. From this
point of view, the SWP program
of the sliding scale of hours:is
realism personified.

Mounting Union
Aid for Kutcher

The two b_i_ggesf locals of the
CIO United Electrical Workers in
Pittshurgh have
Kutcher case and each contrib-
uted $25 to his defense fund.
These, are Local 601, represent-
ing 16,500 workers at the Wegt-
inghouse unit in East Pittsburgh,
and' Local 610. The Executive
Board of the /Westinghouse local
also plans to circulate among its
members the petitions uzrging
Truman to reinstate the legless
veteran.

Two of the largest locals of the
CIO Auto Woarkers in the Detroit
region, Briggs Local 212 and Hud-
son Local 154, last week went on
record in support of Kutcher’s
fight and gave $50 toward his de-
fense. Locals 205 and 51 have
likewise vated to give financial
and moral aid.

Minneapolis reports that the
AFL Hennepin County Highway
Employvees, Local 1152, took
favorable action on the Kutcher
case.

" At its last meeting Chapter 282

of the American Veterans Com-
mitee in Lynn, Mass., voted to
set up a civil liberties committee
to organize support in that eity
on behalf of the victimized wvet-
eran. -

is' reported to have said that 'the

endorsed the

FEB. 10—In its smallest print|
and in a hidden-away corner, the
Stalinist press of France and
elsewhere has announced “the
serious illness of Gen. Markos”
and his resignation of “political
and military responsibilities.”

.| With the same terseness and dis-

cretion, the Stalinist press has in
recent days carefully avoided giv-
ing any explanations of this de-
velopment, or any refutations of
the accusations of bourgeois
newspapers.

And this comes on the heels of
a long, noisy campaign extolling
the “victories of the Free Demo-
cratic Army of General Markos.”
L’Humanite, for example, contents
itself with brief dispatches from
the capitalist agencies, - which
merely report the “illness” of
Markos and the changes taking
place in the General Staff of the
Greek partisans and in the “Free
Greek Government,”

But no one is fooled by the
“diplomatic illness” of Markos,
nor by the fatal” consequences it
may lead to, owing to its “grave”
nature. The formula for the re-
moval of Markos prepares for any
eventuality including news of his

| death following a “grave illness.”
‘I This is, of course, not the first

time that the Stalinists, and the
Greek Stalinists in particular,
have settled ideological differ-
ences with drastic meaSures: a
knife in the back, a bullet in the
back of the head, ete.

Let us recall the fate of more
than 400 Trotskyists and Archio-
Marxists in Greece, who were
basely murdered by the Stalinist
OPLA' (the Greek GPU) in the
first few months of the “libera-
tion” and during the uprising of
December 1944. Let us also reeall
the fate of the Stalinist leaders
who dared to oppose the policy of
outright betrayal carried out by
the Greek Stalinists up to the
capitulation of Varkiza. There
was Glafkos, well-known Stalinist
leader; there was Ares Velouk-
hiotis, undisputedly the most
heroic figure of the Greek Resist-
ance. who opposed the capitula-
tion; there were many others
Stalinists assassinated by their
“ideological” colieagues.

LINKED TO TITO RIFT

Tito would have long since met
the same fate had he fallen in
the net of a GPU plot. What is
more, the Markos affair is organ-
ically linked to that of Yugo-
slavia,

We have stated and emphasized
more than once—as against those
who are impressed with the Sta-
linist “power,” with the expan-
sion, without collisions, without
crises, without convulsions, of a
Kremlin police state, to all parts
of the globe and for a whole his-
torical period—that in reality the
Stalinist postwar expansion also
signifies the aggravation of the
internal crisis of this system, the
introduction of new ferments, of
-new contradictions, of new centri-
fugal forces, which will hasten its
ultimate downfall. The Yugoslav
affair disclosed this aspect, and
was nothing more than the first
large-scale and serious manifes-
tation of this new aspect of the

| crigis of Stalinism. The Greek af-.

fair is on the same plane: it is an
organic extension of the same
roots which fed the “Titoist devia-
tion.” i

Wherever the Stalinist move-
ment, during and after the last
wdr, developed as a movement
closely bound with the insurgent
masses, aud beyond the direct and
absolute control by the Kremlin’s
‘agents, there has eventually re-
sulted a rift with the Kremlin,
and there is latent the possibility
of resisting the Kremlin's at-

Jjugate these movements, The par-
tially autonomous character of
these movements, as against the

confliets with the Kremlin,

CLOSE RELATIONS

Let us examine the Greek af-
fair more closely. The principal
base of the Greek partisans, which
has enabled them to hold firm,
was the aid from Tito’s Yugo-
slayia, and-partly from Albania.
With their backs to the horders
of these two countries, they could
always fall back there and re-
group themselves, receive food

ed, train their soldiers and offi-
cers.

The relatigns between the Greek
and Yugoslav partisans were al-
ways the most friendly, the most
close. When the Cominform ex-
communicated Tito, this came like
a bombshell to the Markos par-
tisans. None of his men could give
serious credit to the allegations
of the Kremlin. Caught between
their dewotion to the Kremlin and
theiy traditional amity with the
Yugoslav partisans, with their

g | vital interests tied to Yugoslavia, |

the .Greek partisans adopted a
compromise position,

2

tempts to again completely sub-|.

absolutist nature of the Stalin|
regime, are at the bottom of thesel
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By Spero

ally, along with a section of lead-
ing Greek Stalinists, seems to
have resisted any definitive break

ist and national deviations.”

Other reasons intervened to ac-
centuate the uneasiness among the
Greek partisans, and the more or
less open differences among their
leaders. Until the Cominform’s
break with Tito, the perspective
of a “Soviet” Balkan Federation,
including all of Greece, remained
open to the Greek partisans: and
galvanized their revolutionary
energy. But sinee the split, the
plan of detaching only Greek
Macedonia has been sketched more
and more clearly, This region - is
to be included in a Federation of
South Slavs, sponsored if not
dominated by Dimitrov’s Bul-
garia

Now the Greek partisans have
.a traditionally powerful attach-
ment to the integrity of Greek
territory, and are violently op-
posed to any sacrifice to Bul-
garia’s profit; they are unwilling
to accept any Pederation plan
which does:not mean the Balkan
Federation including all the coun-
tries of the Peninsula on an equal
footing, This deep sentiment of
the partisan masses and even of
the rank and file Greek Stalinists
is probably shared by a number
of the politico-military Stalinist
leaders.

Markos, the pseudonym for
Vafiades, a veteran tobacco-work-
er with a.long revolutionary ree-
ord in the struggles of the Greek
proletariat, who rose from the
inner cadres of the Greek CP, was
very prohably at the head of. this
fraction. Such a position could
not fail to draw him still closer
to Tito.

DIPLOMATIC PAWNS

It is also possible that Mos-
cow had for a second time wished
to make use of the local partisan
movement as small change in its
current  transactions with im-
perialism, and to impose a new
capitulation. Let us recall that in
the course of the present “peace
offensive” of the Kremlin offers
of a compromise were announced
a month ago by the “Government
of Free Greece” and rejected by
Athens. 2

It still remains to .be-seen.to
just what extent the Greek par-
tisans will be willing to simply
play the role of pawns in the
Kremlin’s diplomatie chess game,

ably to all the twists required by
Moscow, without considering the
actual interests of the Greek
masges, But the examples of seri-
ous differences in the past, of
even open dissidence in the ranks
when Stalin’s commissars, with
Zakhariades at the head, imposed
their submission to the British
General Staff and their collabora-
tion with Papandreou (i.e. their
subordination to imperialism and
to the bourgeoisie, which led to
the blaody defeat of December
1944 and the capitulation of Var-
kiza), give us grounds to 'say
that this time, too, they will not
be more risposed to play the mere,
role of puppets for the Kremlin.
Markos represented -that 'ten-
dency inside the bureaucratic
leadership which shied away from
the direct and absoluté control on
the part of the Kremlin, and which
was’ especially compromised by its
attitude towards Tite, which if
not sympathetic was at least am-
biguous. This appears plainly
from the changes effected in thé
partisan ‘General Staff and the
“Government of Free Greece.”

GPU NOW IN CONTROL
An entire staff of leaders, in-

and to bend their spines conform-

Markos on the Scrapheap

A GREEK SEQUEL TO THE YUGOSLAV AFFAIR

famous companion Chryssa Chat-
sivasilou (the “Anna Pauker” of
Greece) and Porphyrogenis, have

‘with Tito; perhaps he remained |sheen purged. The reins of power
unconvineed of Tito’s “opportun-

have passed, first of all, to Gian-
nos Ioannides, until now “*Min-
ister of the Interiot” and to Za-
chariades. Of the.two, the. first
is the “strong” personality.

A veteran batber-worker, little
known to the public, a grey per-
sonality lurking behind the scenes
in the party, Ioannides has been
a member of the Central Com-
mittee since the expulsion in 1927
of the Trotskyist majority of this
body, headed by the party’s Gen-

los (shot by Italian occupation
authorities in 1943). Ioannides is
one of the few members of the
CC of the Greek Communist
Party who, throughout the suec-
cessive shake-ups and in spjte of
excammunications from Moscow,
has never lost his place in that
body. He is generally considered
to be the “Moscow’s man” in
Greece, i.e., the Kremlin’s direct
agent, belonging both to-the party
and to the GPU. ook

As for Zachariades—the Thorez
or the Togliatti of Greece—he en-
joys, at least in appearance; Mos-
cow’s complete confidence. Re-
sponsible for the policies of the
Greek CP for several years, and
particularly for its policies .dur-
ing the cccupation and the De-
cember, uprising, he ‘has just
made, “in true Bolsheyik man-
ner,” his “self-criticism” in a long
article published in the Cominform
organ, “For a Lasting Peace, For
a People’s Democracy.” As if
nothing at all were amiss, he puts
on display all the “mistakes”
(i.e., the -collaboration with im-
‘perialism and the bourgeoisie)
which let to the December 1944
defeat and to the capitulation (of
Jan. 11, 1045). But he hreathes
not a word about the faet that
this policy, in no way limited
solely to the Greek COP, was in
reality the logical outcome, the
normal application of the Krems«
lin’'s general line during World
War II.

Thus the leadership of the par-
tisans and of the “Government of
Free Greece” has passed into the
hands of the direct agepts of the

remlin. The latter has gained
its first victory before an open
defection could bregk out among
the Greek :partisans .and bolgter
up that of Tito in the Balkans.

SHARP .CHANGES COMING-

But there is absolutely no
guarantee that the new GPU crew
of Toannides will manage to main-
tain its control and its prestige
among the Greek partisans .and
workers. This action on the part
of Moscow is in fact a stab in the
back to the resistance of ' the
‘Greek masses, it.demoralizés and
disorients them, and decidedly
promotes the game; of the class
enemy, who already are rejoicing
and gaining confidence.

But through this painful ex-
perience, the discontent with Sta-
linist treachery. among masses jin
Greece, ‘in the Balkans, and
throughout the world keéps mak-
ing its way slowly, haltingly and
painfully as yet. )

The sharp changes which we.
shall witness on the morrow in
the .attitude of these masses to-
wards Stalinism  will be due .in
large measure to the repercussions
of the Greek and Yugoslav af-
fairs. .

LOGICAL CHOICE -

Ex-Congressman Fred Hartley,
co-author of the T-H Act, has
been appointed president of the
ool Owners Union, a fascist or-
ganization,

T

cluding Markos, Roussos and his |,

“Mi’lifqnl”f F_riéﬁds
Send Funds to Help

Repair Fire Damage

_ Friends of The Militant have
responded magnificently to our
emergency call for financial help

@ , to get .our office
back in shape after
the fire that burned
-us out a few weeks
ago.

Our friends  in
Baltimore sent $25
to “help rebuild the
damage.” Thanks to
0.C. and the others
5 for the fine con-
* mepmes. tribution.
Toledo ¢dug down deep and
made up a purse of $12.50, which
represents, we know, a sacrifice
for the comrades there.
Chicago South Side sent $7 and
Northwest Side sent $6.50 with
a-pledge to make an additional
contribution.
Flint passed the hat and sent

Our old friend and. comrade

around the corner, The Militant
just must .come -out. regularly.
The workers — particularly the
unemployed — should ‘be remind-
ed of the warnings OUR -candi-
dates gave them during the cam-
paigr{ about Truman and his
promises.”

J. H. of Philadelphia responded
te our call with 5. J. H. con-
gratulateg the staff “on manag-
ing to get our paper out regularly
during the emengency” and is
sorry that he can’t send more at
this time.

J. M. of Seattle came through
with $6 on the line; and ‘E. M.
of New York added $2 to ‘the
Reconstruction Fund.

in Kewanee, Ill., James W. Con-
nery, sent §1 for himself and $1
from Comrade J. J. '

M. M. of Minneapolis enclosed
$1 with a note congratulating
The Militant on its “grand cam-
paign” and wishing. it “goed
Juck in the future.”’ A

A Friend in New York sent $1.-
..And Sam K, of New York, who
always comes through in emer-

“Now. svith the fapmﬁsion .ﬁg‘lﬂ:

-

o s e

gencies, pledged  $10, half of .
which he has already paid up.

eral Secretary Pantelis Pouliopou-

The Militant’s staunch backer |
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seen durmg the strikes.

TROTSKY

“The Amerlcan worker is wry combatlve —'as we hava
They have had the most rebellious
strikes in the world. What the American worker misses is a
spirit of generalization, or analysis, of his class position in s0-
e:ety as a whole. This lack of social thinking has .its origin
in the country’s whole history — the Far West with the pet- .
spective of mﬂnm:ted possibilities for everyone to hecome
rich. Now all that is gone, but the mind rémains in the past.
Idealists think the human mentality is progressive, but ih
reality it is the moest conservative element of _society. Your
technique is progressive but the mentality of the worker lags
far behind. Their backwardness consists of their inability
to generalize their problem; they consider everything on a
personal basis. Now, the war will teach the American workers
social thinking. . . and this means revolutionary thinking.”

LENIN

Leon Trotsky, Discussion on America, 1940. :

The North Atlantic Pact Conspincjy'

In recent weeks Washington has been the
scene .of frenzied secret negotiations on a
scale thls country has never known in peace-
time.” Acheson and other rankmg officials
of the State Department meet in one secret
session after another with the Senate For-

eign Relations Committee. The same offi-

cials huddle in strictest secrecy with the Am-
bassadars of Britain, Belgium, France, Neth-
erlands and Luxemburg All that the public
is permitted to know is that a “suitable for-
mula” is being worked out for U. S. “par-
ticipation” in the North Atlantic Pact.

A “suitable formula® for whom? A “suit-
able formula” for what? Under discussion
here, as everybody knows, are the most
far-reaching decisions affecnng not only the
welfare of the American people, but of the
whole world, of the fate of civilization it-
self. Issues far less vital are customarily
discussed in public; at least public hearings
are ‘held. But on the fateful question of war
and peace we see this brazen resort to secret
diplomacy.

What are they hiding? What are they per-
petrating behind the ‘backs of the people?

The capitalist press conveys only rumors.
Before the ratification of the North Atlantic
Pact, before a text of this treaty has even
been submitted to the Senate, there are ru-
mors of still another treaty — a Mediter-
ranean “defense alliance” — which will come
as a supplement at a‘“later date.”

Simultaneously, an arms program is being

The Wailing Liberals

The liberals are thronging once more to the
Wailing Wall. They are moannig that the
Truman  administration is failing to carry
through on its election pledges. Eight weeks
ago they were jubilantly hailing the opening
of the “Fair Deal” Congress.

“The Fair Deal Falters” now complain —
the New Kepublic editors (Feb. 19). The
difficulty, they claim, lies in Truman’s poor
Ieadership qualities and h's propensity to
“trust the fate of his program to congression-
al leaders.”

: (

The Social-Democratic New Leader’s Wash-
ington correspondent on Feb. 19 observed
that “the elation which fo'lowed the miracle
of Nov. 2 is unbelievably [lat.” He adds the
gloomy prophecy that “Truman’s progressive
program” faces “a bleak and dubious out-
look.”

From the Board of Directors of the Nation-
al Asseciation for the Advancement of Col-
ored People comes concern over “‘an appar-
ent agreement between the northern and
southern wings of the m&jority party to fore-
stall civil rights legislation.”

Amercans for Democratic Action, through
its gxecutive chairman, on Feb. 16 wrote
Democratic floor leader Senator Scott ‘Lucas

Solidarity against the employers is the key-
stone of sound unionism. The policy of class
collaboration -between union leaders and em-
ployers — which invariably means collahora-
tion against the workers — can onl_v under-

.mine and eventually destroy genuine union-

ism.

The depths to which class collaboration
can sink is shown by the collusion between
CIO United Auto Workers offitials and West
Coast enfiployers to bar ““communists” and
“fellow travellers” from employment, which
‘The Militant exposed last week.

The Militant published documentary proof
that - Benedict Nathanson, UAW Aircraft
Division director, as principal speaker before
a closed meeting of industrial relations and
personnel directors in Los Angeles last
September, had urged the corporations “not
to hire” anyone they consider “politically
unreliable” and to “check with” union of-
ficials “as to the political beliefs of employ-
ment .officials.” ’

This same Benedict Nathanson who now
offers to act as fingerman for the corpora-
tions against “communists” — meaning all
union militants whom the bosses or the union

~ bureaucrats don’t like — was himself ‘the

vigtim ‘of what he now proposes as a general
eorporatlon practice. Some ten years ago, be-

i fore ‘he fose: ‘above the union . ranks ‘and be-
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nations may be the answer”

that it is “‘r"rankly'appalled"'!at the “defeat-

~cies typified by Nathagmns speech to the
: West Coast\corpmatmn agents

drafted to “implement” the North Atlantic
Pact. Right now the State Department is
preparing .a “‘world arms bill” granting the
President sweeping powers to “transfer” any
and all types of mumtmns to any quarter
of the globe.

Nobody knows ‘what ‘the costs -of such a
huge arms program will be. Business citcles

_are, of course, rife with speculation on this
19, hints that |

score. Business ‘Weék, Feb.’
arms “agreemients to. North Atlantic Pact
to government
spending and a new inflationary spiral that
might ensue. The plan obviously “is to let
this multi-billion dollan decision, along with
other corresponding decisions in this sphere,
rest in the hands of one man, namely the
President.

The fact is that dnce the projected “de-"
fense” pact along with the “implementing”
arms program is ratified by-Congress, then,
regardless of what “formulas’’ may be con-
tained in the final treaty and arms drafts,
the power of deciding on war or peace will
actually pass into the hands of Truman. Con-
gress will be left the role .of a rubber stamp.

There is still time for the American peo-
ple to safeguard themselves against the ter-
rible threat implied in ali this. The war-
making powers must be taken out ‘of the
hands of capitalist politicians in Congress
and -in the White House. The people them-
selves must have the right to decide on war
Ar peace by referendum vote.

ist attitude” of Democratic leaders on the
filibuster and the fate of the civil rights pro-
gram.

If the top Trumanite union leaders haven't
spoken out as frankly, it’s not because they
aren’t plenty worried by what’s happening in
Washington. They just haven’t guts to tell
the truth to the union members they fooled.

Truman hasn’t changed, His “qualities of
leadership” haven’t changed. His program
hasn’t changed. All that has happened is
that a capitalist machine politician is now
demonstratng once more by performance how
Ittle his pre-election promises really meant.

All these liberals can do now is cry into
their milk and act as if they don‘t know how
it all came about. They haven’t even the de-
cency to admit that they deliberately helped
to sell a political fake to the people. They
havén't even the: “morality” (which they're

" always talking about) to tell the whole truth

new: That Truman and the Democratic Par-

ty are, as they have always been, reaction-

ary to the core; that their “liberalism” was
nothing but cheap demagogy; and that the
only fair deal the American people will get
politically will be through their own party,
a labor party.

A ‘Blow to Sound Unionism

came a functionary on Walter Reuther’s

payroll, Nathanson was fired by the Com-

mercial Tool and Die Company in Detroit.
He was fingered as a “communist” by J. ].
Griffin, head of the Tool and Die Craftsmen,
a company-dominated outfit. It was UAW
Local 157 that ‘took up his case and got his
job back for him.

Nathanson’s own history is an object
lesson on what his present policy leads to.
But the issue involved is even broader ‘than
it appears on the surface. Let the-union lead-
ers and the employers succeed in barring
“communists” from employment today and
tomorrow they will be working together to
fire “communists” already employed. Given
an opportunity, the employers and the reac-
tionary union officials will drive from the
plants all unionists who oppose either com-
pany policies or the policies of the union
bureaucrats,

Nathanson’s speech, which reflects the
thinking of the top UAW leadership, in-
dicates a truly sinister trend. If allowed to
take root and flourish inside the UAW it
will poison the union. The UAW was built
on the principles of union solidarity, no
discrimination, democratic discussion. It will’
be preserved only if the auto workers cléanse
the union of the alien and destructive poli-
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in the autumn of 1945,
for the thought he was to be the
spectator of great events. The
United States had proclaimed that
it was going to democratize
Japan, and  from army head-
quarters in Tokyo issued a steady
stream of directives avowedly
designed to do just that. -

Altho Gayn was bubbling with

|optimism and excitement at the

thought of the U. S. Army reshap-
ing Japan, as .a conscientious
reporter he was mnot content
merely to 'accept headguarters
but traveled widely
through the country, talking to
‘ieading personalities and ordinary
people of all layers of society. He
soon found that the reforms were
merely surface changes which
enabled the old ruling Japanese
gang to remain in power while
mouthing democratic phrases.
Japan Diary is. the day-by-
day record, slightly revised for
publication, which' Gayn kept of
his observations during his ¥ear's
stay and of his progressive
disillusionment. In his concluding
postseript he warns that by sup-
porting reaction in Japan, Korea
and China, the 'United States has
laid the train for popular ex-
plosions. “Force snd repression
are not the answers to unrest.

JAPAN DIARY by Mark Gayn, William Sloane Association,

A}

By Paul Schapiro

Mark Gayn is a 'liberal journalist with considerable Far
Eastern experience who was assigned to Japan as a correspondent
He came with a fee]ing of ‘exhilaration,

The answer is an enhghbened

social reform.,”

Gayn’s forlorn appeal for the
fulfillment of MacArthur’s grand-
iloquent promises reveals A the
liberal’s infinite capacity for self-
delusion., His own story of the
occupation shows the impossibility
of “an enlightened social reform”
without an overturn of the social
structure which Wall Street and
the State Department diplomats
and military brass hats who serve
it cannot allow. One of the more
intelligent .of these brass hats,
the Chief of the Industrial and
Financial Division of MacArthur’s
headquarters, a member of “a
well - known American industrial
family, whose interest he repre-
-sented in Japan before the war,”
went to the heart of the matter
on one occasion.

“Destroy the zaibatsu [the
handful of monopolist families
in “Japan],” he told Gayn, “and
you must have chaos for the next
ten years, or have a socialist
economy. Wipe out the zaibatsu
banks, and the entire bsnking
structure goes to'pot. Smash the
zsibatsu, and there’ll he no field
for our investment in Japan. You

Life in MacArthur’s J

apan Toay

GENERAL MacARTHUR
men ‘in headquarters in Tokyod
want to see old Japan restored.
The military people also feel that
most of their headaches can’ be,
prevented by keeping the zaibatsu
intact. . And something else.’
Let’s not kln ‘ourselves. We need
a strong Japan, for one of these
days we'll have to face Russia,
-and we'll: need an ally. Japan is
lt ”

And indeed the gzaibatsu had,
nothing to fear from :the occupa-.
tion - forces, with their heavy
sprinkling of Big Business repre-
sentatives whom Gayn saw quite
openly ‘buying into the zaibatsu
and cementing partnerships with

: Japanese

government through
which MacArthur was supposedly.
.réforing Japan were, Gayn,
found, thoreughly bound up with
‘the zaibatsy. Even, the finance |
minister who was. supervising the

| breaking up of the zaibatsu was:

a zaibatsu .head. And any laws
he. might draft had to be .ap-
proved by the emperor, who -'-hsd
immense investments in zaibatsu

‘| companies. It is not strange that

‘the “anti-zaibatsu- laws ‘left ‘the.
zaibatsu controlling most of
Japan’s' economy.

Similarly, the land-reform l_aWs;
left the landlords in econtrol of
the countryside. “The govern-
ment,”. sharecroppers told Gayn,
“is .always in league with the
landlord.. What we want is not
‘more Japanese land laws, but-an

| order from General ‘MacArthur,

The landlords would obey that.”
“The old governmental apparatus
was rétained more or less intact.
The Thought Control Police had
been “abolished, but most of its
]ea’dmg members found their way
into . important gpvemmental
posts The chief of  the Labor
I)wlsmn of the Ministry of Wel-
fare was a man who had crushed
labor unions as a member of the
Thought Control Police. When
Gayn asked another former mem-
her of the Thought Control

Police, now. chief of the Fourth

Section of the Investigation
Bureau in the Home Ministr y, if
he ‘were not -afraid of being

them, The cablnet members of the |

purged, he replied, “I don’t think

‘know yourself that the business-

Letters from

Our Re

aders

Southern Worker

Itemizes High Cost
Df Medical Care

‘Editor:

In the Deep South, stronghold
of the chiropractor and the faith
healer, ‘an editorial campaign
against ‘socialized medicine has
‘been waged for some time, now
more emphatically than ever.
The wr:ter, an average worker,
is ‘recovering from an appendec-
tomy, :and would like these facts
considered.

Apart from wages lost to date,
$191.04, the cost of this ex-
perience has been $345.50, divided

1as follows: Room and nursing, 7

days, $52.50; X-rays, $75; in-
cidental charges, $30.50; anaes-
thetist’s fee, $20; surgeon’s fee,
$160; ambulance fee, $7.50; post-
operative medicine, $10,

Of the $345.50, $93 was charge-
able against a private hospitaliza-
tion .policy costing $9.60 a year.
Thus, private hospitalization paid
for roughly 27% of the total cost.
A few policies are available which
include a part of the surgeon’s
fee, but at a considerably stiffer
rate. No policy is available, to
the writer’s knowledge, which
completely removes the burden
‘of financial worry from the
patient. Private hospitalization is
no answer. ;

Congider the services rendered.
A semi-private room cost $7.50 a
ddy, ineinding three skimpy meals,
three or four visits from a
registered nurse and the at-
tendance of an aide when avail-
able. A good hotel room, private,
with three square meals and room
service would cost about the
same.

X-rays come at $15 a shot; ask
any technician what it costs to
make such a shot. A 1liberal
estimate by a local man puts it
at about a dollar!

Incidental charges, amounting
to about 9% of the total, are en-
lightening; a strip of surgical
gauze and three pieces of ad-
hesive tape, obtainable at' any
drug store for possibly 25c., was
billed to the writer at $2.50! The
surgeon involved got $150 for an
hour's work, only one out pf
~several similarly spent that day.
Even conceding the capitalist
arguments about initiative and
reward, them’s damn good wages,
brother! All of this, incidentally,
was in a perfectly reputable and
highly respected religious hos-
pital.

On the other hand, the nurses
who do most of the work make
between $125 and $150 a month,
on which they must live, pay for
uniforms, shoes, stockings, break-
age, ete.,, and, when in training
or doing post-graduate work in
the same hospital, pay for books,
supplies, ete. The aides, doing the
heaviest and dirtiest work, make
(sh!) $150 a month!

A similar operation on the
patient’s wife, four years ago,
cost about $160, without X-rays.
Less X-rays, the patient paid
$270,50. The difference, $110.50,
represents a cash .increase of
about 69% in the cost of ap-
pendectomies in four years, in
addition to which the wife had a
private room and better food.

It is clear to the writer that a
terrific profit is being taken by
institutions and the ' medical

; professwn on human -illness and

woe, It is also clear that com-
mon decency and hummtanan

ﬁThe

| feelings have not and never will

stand in the way of this profiteer-
ing in pain. From this it follows

that the only answer ‘to this

problem is compulsory social in-
surance, socialized medicine (and
iet us not forget decent wages
for .nurses, aides, internes and
technicians) and, in the ultimate
analysis, socialism.

' _Southern Reader

Raises Question on
Our Attitude Toward
The Soviet Union
Editor:

I am a great friend of your
riewspaper and your 1deas, T voted
for your Dobbs and” Carlson by
write-in, and I was more than
happy at the chance, so you will
know I am a real socialist.

I see and admire the cartoon,

“Workers, In Your Hands Lies
Indonesia’s Fate!” reprinted from

the paper of the Dutch Trotskyist

party. Splendid! The Dutch work-
ers should not allow these people
to be attacked and destroyed. But
if the Dutch workers should halt
their imperialists in Indonesia,
shouldn’t the American workers.
halt ‘“‘our” imperialists before
they unleéash-all the horrors of a

madman’s dream upon our fellow-,

workers in Russia?
One thing disturbs me: I
haven’t lately seen the slog'an,

‘Defend the Soviet Union, in The

Militant. This T do not under-
stand. I have greatly admired
the SWP for its loyalty to this
slogan, or, rather, this great prin-
ciple; I have read of the disputes
ppon this subject in 1989 and
1940, and it would grieve me ex-
tremely if I were forced to be-
lieve that the SWP has abandoned
this bastion.

I know all that you will say
about Stalin. T understand that
he has taken many backward
steps away from socialism; 1
understand above all his pro-
capitalist orientation, which is a
shame and disgrace to the leader
of a workers’ state. When he says
he is willing to meet Truman, my
sonl, revolts with harror and
disgust, but whatever disgusting
thing that Stalin mav do, we must
defend the Soviet Union. Please
print in your paper that you
agree with this great principle!

J. M.
Cambridge, Mass.

ED. NOTE: A comprehengive
Marxist analysis of the Soviet
Union will be found in the theses,
USSR and Stalinism,”
adopted by the Second World
Congress of the Fourth Interna-
tional last year -and printed in
the June issuesof the American
monthly magazine, Fourth In-
ternational. Although the reac-
tionary Voorhis Act prevents the
SWP’s affiliation to the Fourth
International, we are in full
agreement with the main ideas
and conclusions of this document.
which is too long to be reprinted
here, and we urge our readers to
obtain and study it. Briefly
stated, however, the Trotskyist
position on the Soviet Union is
the following:

The Soviet Union was created
in backward Russia by a work-
ers’ revolution as the first success-
ful step in the world revolution to
institute - sacialism. Under the
leadership of Lenin and Trotsky,

capitalism was abolished “and

.great social, political and eco-
nomic advances were made in-the
first workers’ state. But after
the defeat of the revolution in
other countries, most of’ these
gains- were destroyed when .the
counter - revolutionary  Stalinist
bureaucracy seized power in the
Soviet Union. ;

Under Stalinism, the Soviet
Union is no longer moving in the
direction of sbcialism although it
still retains the-economic founda-
tions of a workers’ state—the
planned economy _that replaced
the capitalist relations after the
revolution.. We express the con-
tradictory character of the Soviet:
Union by the term, degenerated
-workers’ state. .

Despite the terrible crimes of
Stalinism, the workers of the
world have a real stake in
preserving the remaining con-
quests of the Russian revolution,
World imperialism would be
strengthened "if it succeeded in
overthrowing the planned eco-
nomy and the collective owner-
ship of the means of production
in the Soviet Union; that in turn
would make it more difficult to
abolish world imperialism.

Revolutionary secialists there-
fore have the duty-to oppose the

NAACP Condemns
Democratic Party
Delays on Closure

NEW YORK, Feb. 17 — Fail-
ure of the Democratic majority
in the Senate to proceed with im-
mediate debate on the issue of
closure ‘was this week denounced.
‘by the NAACP as “an-unmistak-
.able attempt to snare civil rights
in a squeeze play between the |
anticipated  filibuster against
change .of rules and the demand"
for early enactment of new labor
legislation.”

A resolution passed by the
NAACP board of directors on
Feb. 14 warned “that the voters
who returned the Democrats to
power last November, . . on the
basis of that party’s platform dec-
laration in behalf of civil rights
will not be content with less than
effective amendment of the Sen-
ate rules to halt the national dis-
grace of the filibuster which now
shamelessly permits one-third
plus one of the Senate to defeat
the will of the majority.”

“The apparent agreement be-
tween the northern.and southern
wings of the majority to forestall
civil rights legislation by post-
poning debate on change of the
Senate rules until a few days
prior to the introduction of the
new labor bill deceives mo one,”
passerts the NAACP resolution.
“It is an effort to divide organ-
ized labor and non-labor support-
ers of the President’s civil rights
laws and to thwart basic changes
in the Taft-Hartley Labor Act.”
The Senate hearing on Truman’s
substitute for the Taft-Hartley |:
Act was scheduled to end Feb.
23, and the date set for the open-
ing of debate on closure is Feb.
28.

. Rejecting the Hayden-Wherry
resolution which retains the two-
thirds ' vote requirement as ‘a

closure by a simple ma;bﬁty of

‘meaningless gesture,” the NAA- |
CP resolution ealls for: “gmend+| g
ment of this maolntxon to, permit {

senators vnhng." heidr

efforts of world imperialism, led
by U. 8, capitalism, to smash the
degenerated workers’ state and
restore capitalism in the Soviet
Union. The strategy of defending
the Soviet Union against im-
perialist attack is part of the
strategy of world socialist revo-

‘lution. The  Militant has .always

adhered to this strategy, in war-
time and in peacetime.

But imperialist attack is not
the only threat to the preserva-
tion of the remnants of the
Russian revolution. Eqhally ‘dan-
gerous to the socialist future of
the Soviet Union is the existence
and power of the Salinist bureau-
cracy, which has laid the basis in
its own way for the ‘restoration
of capitalism in the USSR,
sabotaged the  extension of the
revolution to other countries,
discredited the very.concept of
socialism and isolated the Soviet
masses from their. only salvation--
the support of the workers of the
world.

Defending the Soviet Union so

‘that it can develop in the direction

of socialism requires mnot only
opposition . to world capitalism
and the strugglel for its abolition
but .also opposition to Stalinism
and the struggle for its abolition.
This too is part of the strategy
of world socialist revolution which
The Militant defends and ad-
vocates in wartime and in peace-
tlme

Concretely, defenise of the Sov:et
Umon for us means on the one
hand, "relentless political struggle
against the war plans of U. 8.
imperialism, which can be defeat-
ed definitively only by the ‘estab-

lishment of a Wotrkers and Farm- |,
ers Government in this country, |

and on the other hand, relentless
political struggle against. Stal-
inism, whose culmination “must
be the overthrow of Stalinist

power by a. victorious workers’ ||

revolution in the ‘Soviet Union.
As every reader of The Militant

should ‘be -aware, - ‘both sides -of |

this - world strategy - are : con-

sistently presented in the pages |

of this paper,

s0. After all, my sectmn Jhas been .
set up at the request. <of your
army.”

It ‘was this gowernment whlch
MacArthur propped up in 1936
when: it was tottering under th
impact of the demonstrations o
250,000 people in Tokyo. OFf thes

“Give Us. Rice” demonstl‘ﬁ:ibi‘m__
MacArthur said in a wg;-'ni_ng..:__'to'
‘the Japanese people: “They icon:
stitute  a menace ‘not only « to.
afderly government but to
basic purposes and secunty iof ith :
Occupation itsel.” i

Conditions- in  Korea, 'W]'fich‘
Gayn visited for a period, were
even worse. There a great revolu-
tionary uprising, involving hun~
dreds of thousands, if not n_lil_--_;v'
lions of people, was being erushl- 8
‘ed. In the police reports at'army"
headquarters Gayn found  the
story of the revolution. It began
September, 1946, in the city .of |
Taegu with a succession of strikes
by the railroad, phone, metal, -
textile and electric workers, each
of which was suppressed by the *
Korean police. It was next taken
up by the students, who poured
into the streets to demonstrate. -
Fighting broke out in which one-
third of the 150,000 mhabltants
took -part. -

‘From Taegu the flames of t'he
révolution spréad to the country
at large. Sharecroppers and poor
farmers attacked the homes-of
landlords and the police stations.
But the revolution was' stamped i
out by the U. 8. Army with the =
aid of the Korean police and
reactionary strong-arm organiza-
tions, which it formed into posses,
supphed with arms and transport-
ed to trouble areas.

In the Korean counter-revolu-
tionary regime the Japanese+-
trained police force was not only
retained (“Many men are born
policemen,” the American ‘chief -
of the Police Division told Gayn.
“We felt that if they did a good =
job for the Japanese, they would =
do a good job for wus”); it was =
strengthened by incorporating 7
into it members of the reactionary -
hooligan bands which had helped
the Americans. This police force
used the most horrible methods
of phyq:cal torture on the prison-
ers rounded up in the mass
urrests, from beating with metal =
rods to such, refinements as
placing burning wooden slivers
pnder finger-nails.

When an American junior of- i
ficer assigned to guard a pchcn
station protested to his command-
ing officer*at what he saw, he
was told that he had orders not
to interfere in Korean “ad-
ministrative detail.” The Ameri-
can Milifary Government not
only countenanced ‘this police
brutality; it subsidized a Korean -.-;
“School for Leaders,” which, its =
Korean founder told Gayn, was
modelled on Chiang Kai-shek’s
New Life Movement and taught .
selected young! men from ‘the
reactionary bands how to break'
strikes and the' history of. the
Hitler Youth Movement.

This was the Japan and the
Korea which Gayn saw in 1946,
The stories of new uprisings*in
Korea and of new restrictions on
labor by MacArthur which have
nppeared since then show that
the .American Military Govern- '
ment, faced by increasing popular i
discontent, is continding to tlghk&n ]
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the screws of reaction. TN i3
Los Angeles Meeting: |
Protest the Persecutions of ' -

Stalinists in New York aml
i _ Los Angeles '
hear

Myra Tanner Wenss \
SWP Candidate for Mayor
Sun, Mar. 6 - 8 PM |
North Hall I

Embassy Auditorium . '
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BUSTON—Workers Educational Center, |

80 Stuart 8t., open Mon, 5:30-9:00 p. m.,
Wed, 7-10 p. .

BUFFALO—Militant Forum, 620 Maln
Bt., 2nd 1. Phone MAdison 5880, Every
afternoon except Bun.

CHICAGO—TT7 W. Adams (corner Hal-

slgd), Phone Dearborn 2-4767. Dally ex- |

cept Sun., 11:30 to 3:30; or phona .f,or
an a.ppolntmen_t
— Pecks Hall, 1446 B,
82nd Bt. (off Wade Pk. Ave.) Monthly
Publfe Forum, 1st Sun,, 8 P, M.
DETROIT—8108 Linwood Ave. 'P!mm
T‘!‘ 7-6207. Mon. through Sat., 12-5 p.
FLINT—Soclallst Workers Party Hall,
215 K. Ninth Street. Phone: 2-2498,
Omn ‘Houge Saturday . evenings.
108 ANGELES—Militant &1
nmml 825, 124 W. 6th St, Phone Ahdyree

BAN 0—XMilitant, 1008 8. Pacific
Room 24T
L M}-lﬂ!imt Pub’l 'n,
kT Bentrelm Ave., office open Tues., oﬂ.
7:80-9:30 p. m. 5
UKEE-917 N. 3rd Bt., 8rd fl.
Bun, t?‘l‘i:oug'h Fri. 7: 30-9 30 . m. Phnne
Hopkins, 2,5337. -

PHILAD — 1303-05 'W. Girn
.| Ave., 2nd fl. Phone Stevenson ‘m'&'.
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NEW HAVEN — @ Church St., -Rbom
811 Telephone: 7-8780. OQpen Wed, and
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nmwm K—423 Springtield Ave. ﬂwu
Blgelow 3-2574. Realing room. Open
dafly, 12-4 and 7-10 D, : .
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mmm—ms W. 110 Bt., Rm. \I‘I
Phone MO. 2—1_3&8. Open discussion.
Friday, 8 p.
_BBONK—IB& Prospect Ava., lst lL 2
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URGH—1418 Fifth Ave., 2nd. ﬂa
Tues,, Wed., Fri., 1tﬂ.lp.m..tm
Bup,, 4 p. m.

BAN EFRANCISCO-—-1730 Flilmore A‘l'!-a
4th f1. Phone ¥FI. 8-0410. Dally I“M 2
Bun., 12-4:30 p. m. 5

SEATTLE—Maynard Bide., 1st
R. 201, So. & Washington, Tel. mainm
‘Mon. through Sat,, 13-5 p. m.
meeting. Frl, 8.p..m, Libraiy,

§T. LOUIS—1023 N. Grand Blvd,, |
812. Militant Forima. Thurs., 7-80-10 p.my
_ﬁ.‘l' PAUL—640 Cedar St. Mm
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Bill Mauldin anticipated my complaint with one
‘of ‘the cartoons included at the end of his latest
‘book, Back Home. It shows a feeble, evil-eyed
‘ld man, sitting in a well-padded -easy chair \at
" 'his ‘club, brandishing his cane and quavering in
~ his loudest tones: “I say it's war, Throckmorton,
. and I say let’s fight” It's one of my favorite

‘.out of me:

~stitute ‘an old-age theory of war for the tried
and tested Marxist analysis 'of the capitalist
.«causes of war. And I am not proposing a panacea
_that . would abolish war K without abolishing its
papitalist causes. ,All I am doing is calling at-
~tention to a certain relationship that gripes me
to the point of fury.
© My blood began to boil faster when I read in
the Feb. 19 N. Y. Times of a hearing by the
- House Foreign Affairs Committee on further
p. - -Marshall Plan appropriations. Charles A. Eaton,
{2 -Republican’ ‘congressman from New Jersey, was
| .quoted as saying: “Why don’t we send our sol-
i diers into Greece and clean up the guerrillas?”
.He was also- quoted as saying that “we might
.save ourselves some money” if American troops

-or later we’ré going to have to do something

- “there.”

l . It didn’t make me feel any better to learn :

i from the same story that the administration
& - -gpokéesman to whom these remarks were directed
~ -evaded giving a straight answer, and that after
i the hearing Eaton told reporters “his question
i .was not meant to be an outright recommendation
{" .. ‘that American troops take the field against the
;guerrillas. He. contended; however, that it was
- “a question that should undergo debate, and that
he had posed it for that- reason.” .
“:'Running to the nearest Whe’s Who, I soon
'rfound my worst suspicions confirmed. Eaton, it
. disclosed, was born Mar. 29, 1868 — less than
B -three years after the end of the Civil War, Dur-

Potentlal Fellow-])raftees’

- By ]ohn F. Petrone

Mnuldm cartoons, but it never draws a chuckle

Don't get me wrong. I am not trying ,to sub-

I . accompanied dollars to Greece, and that “sooner *

ing the Spanish- -American War, when he was 30,
he didn’t get a, taste of that well-known char-

, acter-building Army life because he was employ-

ed as a Baptist minister. When the First World

"War came, he was 49 and still earning his keep

by préaching. Some ministers.went into the Army
as chaplains, but Eaton did his bit in New York
as head of the national service section of the
U. 8. Shipping Board Emergency Fleet Corpora-
tion from Nov. 1917-1919. This experience must
have broadened his horizons because he gave up
preaching ‘and became head of the “industrial
relations department” of National Lamp Works,
Genéral Electric, and describes himself in Who's
Wheo as an “expert in industrial relations,” among
other things. In 1925 he was rewarded with a seat
in Congress, was present at the age of 73 to vote
“aye” on U. S. entry into the Second World War,
and today, on the eve of his 83rd birthday, hopes
to he around to do the same on World War IIL,

1 respect old' age as much as the next man and
I don'’t want to pit one age group against another,
but it seems to me incidents of this kind ought to
infuriate other young men as much as it does me.
Potential fellow-draftees! 1 say that sooner or
later we're going to have bo do something here
S0 that we won’t have to “save ourselves some
money” by a trip to Greece. Unfortunately, I have
not yet wored out a suitable plan. At first I
thought of forming a League to Counteract Bel-
hgerent Dotards, except that Attorney General
Clark would quickly stick it on his “subversive”
list. Does anybody else have a plan?’ K

And please don’t tell me that young capitalist
politicians also preach war and follow policies
designed to bring it about — I know-it as well as
you do. But with them I at least have the small
satisfaction of hoping a few may not he able to
escape the draft and a taste of their own medi-
cine. While the worst that can happen to the
Eatons, if they live long enough to see what they
so fervently desire, is a quick end from an atomic
bomb. And I say that’s too good for them.

= College teachers aren’t what they ought to be,
- according to a man who should know — Dr.
.. Harry J. Carman, dean of Columbia College. Ad-
dressing a forum of 300 educators on Feb. 17, he
..explained.that most teachers don’t know how to
teach, are dull and uninspiring, and “suffer from
‘mental inertia.” ,
. All of these charges will be confirmed heartily
by hundreds of thousands of students who strug-
‘gle.to keep awake during dull and' fruitless lec-
tures.. But they won’t learn from Carman just
_“why they find the faculty seats full of incom-
- petents, or what can be done te improve the situa-
tion.

We can find the answer though, in the quali-
_fications that Carman lists: “integrity and respon-
: s:blllty," and “breadth of training, a sound founda-
“tion of general education and an understanding
- of society as a whole.” Carman especially em-
‘phasized. that to be a good professor a man must
‘ hate “conviction.” That is, “he should be one who,
without recourse to propaganda, can stimulate
| the student to formulate for himself an intelli gent
and satisfying philosophy of life.” e
- = But how can a man or woman who answers

‘these needs continue to teach in the face of the
~ national witch-hunts? The red-baiting hysteria
on the campuses has already picked off a mildly
reformist-leader of the Socialist Party in Michi-
gan, and six professors in Seattle suspected of
being fnend!y to Stalinism. Several states are

=

| Teachers with “Conviction”

By Ruth Johnson

preparing laws to deprive any. suspected radical
of the right to teach in public universities. ' The
capitalists want teachers with only one “convic-
tion” — the conviction that “free enterprise”.is
the holy of holies. .

|

‘That can’t be reconciled with Carman’s require-
ment of “an umerstandmg of society as a whole.”
No one can understand soclety today without a
study of Marxism, the science of political econ-
omy.*To try to explain economics or politics with-
Marxism is like trying to explain atomic energy
without nuclear physics.

Nor can a teacher stimulate “an intelligent and
satisfying philosophy of life,” without exposing
the ruthless practices of capitalism that make
cynics and opportunists of all its adherents.

The sharp sword of dismissal hovers over any
professor who dares to point out the nature' of
capitalism and' the need for a new economic or-
der based on the needs of mankind, The school
system from grade school to university, is based
not on the welfare of students, but on the aims
sought by the ruling class. Text books are writ-
ten, lectures tailored and policy determined with
one idea only: to glorify and preserve imperial-
ism and justify World War III

The only “men of convietion” welcomed in this
world of Wall Street academics, are men with the
“conviction” that their future depends on being
intellectual yes-men of capitalism.

| How are the laws of this country made, any-
-~ way? Every school child is taught that our laws
©  are exclusively the product of the democratic pro-

cides ‘in favor of a partlcular law, the matter is
: settled At least, this is what the school books
say.
- Well, the people of Oregan_have: just received
. & different lesson in law-making.’ At. the last
- election, the majority of the Oregon voters cast
£ their bdllots in favor of old age pensions, securing
i~ $50'a month to every man over 65 and every wo-
" man over 60. This meager sum was to be paid
- by the state.
i‘The sponsors of this measure apparently ob-
- tained some excellent legal advice. Here is how
' Newsweek, Feb. 21, reports some of the clauses
. of this pension law
o : “The drafters had tried to make it airtight:
R Apparently, it provided that any conflict with
b

- the: (state) - constitution was null, it forbade fu-
ture amendments by the legislature, and it out-
_lawed judicial review by the courts. Fmally, it
provided ‘that any state funds, whether previous-

" ly earmarked by law or not, could be dipped into

to pay the pensions.”
= But although the people voted for all this, there

W.l" be no old age pensions paid in Oregon. Why

not? Because of a “ruling” made by Attorney
Genera] George Neuner. Placing himself above

[ A Lesson in Democracy

R By Fred Hart

cess.. Whenever the majority of the people de- .

the comnstitution and above the courts, this gentle-
man “ruled the pension measure to be ‘incom-
plete, inoperative, and not self-executing.’ Label-
ling it merely a ‘statement of policy’ he said it
had no effect unless the legislature acted.”” The
legislature, of course, refused to act.

From where did this individual derive his pow-
efs to flout the will of the majority? The office
of Attorney General does not even delegate au-
thoritysto review laws (which is the function of
the courts) but only to enforce them. - :

For his part, George (“I am the law”) Neuner
has merely taken his cue from the U. S. Attor-
ney General, Tom Clark. On a national scale this
lawyer has been doing much the same thing as
was done by his colleague in Oregon. Clark has
just “ruled” that the office of the President has
“inherent powers.” The same Clark had previous-
ly “ruled” that a whole number of organizations
and minority parties (among them the Socialist
Workers Party) were “subversive.” If 'Clark could
do this, why couldn’t Neuner rule null and void
a pension law?

Apparently it is the Attorney Genera]s — fed-
eral and state — who have decided that they have
the power to make and unmake laws at will.
What we have here are multiplying instances of
individuals. who claim the right to act as do fas-
cist rulers and other dictators, namely, to pro-
claim themselves to be the law.

. Notes from the News

DANGER SIGNALS - The members of Con-
gress are talking about a “compromise” deal be-
tween Northern and Southern Democrats which
would scrap all the civil rights bills except anti-
~ Tynching legislation and repeal about “one- fnurth"
of the Taft-Hartley Act.

% %

: THAT’S DIFFERENT — Dr. Ralph Spitzer
5 has been fired from Oregon State University be-
- cause he supports the Lysenko theory of genetics,
Oregon State President Strand announced. (ln
. the Soviet Union teachers-are fired for opposing
- this theory.) Strand indignantly denied that Spit-
"zer and another professor were purged because
¥ tﬁey belong to the Progrebsive Party.

E kK

LAS’I‘-HIRED, FIRST FIRED — Negro work-

Urban: League Director Lester A. Granger con-
. cludes after studying reports of layoffs in key
industrial cities. One out of every 4 Negro work-
ers in Omaha is jobless and %1% of those on re-
3 libf. in Detroit are Negroes.

¥ ¥ ¥

: SWEAR OR STAY OUT! — Fo!lowmg in the
footsteps of Oklahoma, the Arkansas Legislatuyre
now hak before it'a bill requiring students and
‘feachers in state-supported schools to sign affi-
dayits that they do not, belong to the Communist

_ers are already “in the midst of a depression,” |

‘organization - designated as
The vote was unam—
-_\mous iy g

or Progresswe Parties. Those who failed to sign
would. be barred and those who signed falsely
would be subject to $500 fine and 10 days in
Jaill The Hearst press advocates that every state
should' adopt such a law. And whete does the
New Leader stand? ¢

L

REWARD FOR SPIES — A bill is being rush-
ed through Congress to admit 100 aliens to this
country each year as a reward for their espionage
activity on behalf of the U. S. It would waive
the ban on persons who are or have been Com-
munists, and on those having certain diseases.

* k%

ANNIVERSARY — Fritz Kuhn, head of the
German-American Bund, was freed by a German
court on Jan. 22, ten years and two days after
the famous SWP-led demonstration of 50,000 anti-
fascists against the Bund's provocative Madlson
Square Garden meeting in New York.

® O W

1T CAN HAPPEN HERE TOO — Maryland

 State Senate last week passed the Ober bill,

which provides 20 years in jail and $20,000 in
fines. for ‘anyone found to be ‘a2 member of 'an
\ subverswe” by &
special attorney general
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Phila. Settlement
Unpopular With

Transit Strikers

PHILADELPHIA, Feb. 20 —
The nine day strike by 11,000
members of Local 234 of the
Transport Workers Union against
the Philadelphia Transportation
Company was ended today. It re-
qurred two tumultuous meetings
over the weekend, before TWU
President Michael Quill and Lo-
cal 234 President Andrew Kaelin
could steamroller acceptance by
the strikers of the company offer
of an eight cent wage boost and
unchanged working conditions,

The local executive board, when
‘it was informed of the company
offer, voted 23-9 to reject it. At
the first membership meeting,
hurriedly called by Quill and Kae-
lin at 10:30 Saturday night, the
membership vociferously rejected
the proposals that Quill and Kae-
lin attempted to sell them.

Many took the floor to denounce
the company and the internation-
al officers, proclaiming their de-
termination to stay out until they
achieved a guaranteed work week,
elimination of  the split-time
(where a worker to earn 8 hours’
pay has to report to work several
times during the day), and guar-
anteed maintenance of the two-
man crew on street cars. When
a vote was called for, over two-
thirds voted against the settle-

{ment. At that Quill and his co-

horts “recessed” the meeting to
the following afternoon.

STEAMROLLER STEPS

At this meeting' the Quill for-
ces maintained rigid control (un-
der the protection of the Phila-
delphia Police Labor Squad). Kae-
lin, backed by Quill, called for a
“secret ballot” on the settlement.
Only one opposition speaker,

‘Robert High, local vice-president,

was allowed to speak, briefly.
Then Quill took the floor and con-
temptuously accused the opposi-
tion of being composed only of
job seekers and candidates for
local office. After calling for an
aye vote on the secret ballot, he
called upon the disgruntled would-
be candidates to take the floor
and be counted.

Confused and leaderless, the op-
position was broken. In rapid fire
succession Quill declared the vote
to favor the secret ballot, to end
the strike, to go back to work,
and finally to get the trolleys
running in a few hours.

Unprecedented locally and per-
haps nationally, the entire pro-
ceedings of both meetings were
broadcasted on the radio. This was
indicative of the interest with
which this strike was regarded.
Despite the long tieup and incon-
venience suffered, the working
class of Philadelphia throughout

‘the strike period refused to be

stampeded by the press and city
government into showing hostili-
ty to the strlke

Suhscrlbe to
THE MILITANT

This was one of the many picketlines which greeted Philadelphia after the CIO_Tranlsport
_Workers Union was forced to call a strike against the Philadelphia Transportation_’s'_Cdmpany"q ;
meager offer of a 3¢ hourly wage raise. See the story below to learn how the strike ended in
‘an. unsatisfactory settlement after nine days, during which other Philadelphia wurkers refused
to be incited against the strikers.

Stnkmg Drwers Walk t ;P

NUMBER ‘9

Lay-offs Are Chief Topic of
Discussion in Plants Today

By Milton Alvin
TOLEDO — The icy blasts of unemp[oyment are-blowing

through this industrial area.

'laid off since the first of the year.

8,000 workers are unemployed at
the present time and that less

than 400 jobs are available
through the U. S. Employment [
Service.

Auto plants and parts factories
have curtailed production drasti-
cally. The large Willys-Overland
plant is regorted to have laid off
ebout 1500 men and women.
Spicer has been cut down from
an estimated 4,000 workers to
around 2,000 in the last 6§ months.
Second and third shifts have been
eliminated in many plants,
Smaller factories have reduced
operations proportionately.

Among the workers in the shops
there is only one topic of con-
versation—the lay-offs. Groups of
workers are seen anxiously look-
ing at the seniority lists on the
department bulletin boards, each
man trying to figure out how he
stands and how long it will be
before he gets the axe. Men are
heard to express themselves very
strongly on what they will do if
they are laid off. They do not at
all expect to get along on the $21,
2 week unemployment compensa-
tion.

Some are describing the plight
of their friends who were laid off

only a few weeks ago as already |

desperate. It is clear that the

.| average worker has no reserve to

fall back upon, in fact, many are
heavily in debt for the things

‘Good Start for '

Campaign in Los Angeles

By Lois Saunders

_LOS ANGELES, Feb. 20 —
Myra Tanner Weiss’® campaign
for Maycr_ is already rblling
smoothly, although elections are
still six weeks away. The city
clerk’s office announced last week
that. she ‘had qualified for ‘the
ballot.

Running as the Socialist Work-
ers Party candidate, she is basing
her appeal to voters squarely
upon the fact that revolutionary
socialism is the only solution to
the multiple evils which confront
us, evils which are bred and per-
petuated by the hypocritical

| people “of Oakland, and for no

'Negro action ig meeded now so k)
: '| American

| will be defeated in Oakland.”

Filomena Goelman
Leads Fight for
FEPC in Oakland

...... .OAKLAND — Filomena Goel-
man, Socialist Workers Party
candidate for thée City Council,
made the front page of the local
press in her attack on so-called
“progressive” councilmen who
helped the Council to remove a
city FEPC from the ballot in the
coming elections.

Councilmen Vernon Lantz and
Scott Weakley had called a rally
to report on their record in the
city government. But they looked
sick when Mrs. Goelman rose and
took them to task for their be-
trayal+on the FEPC issue.

“You' seem to forget, “Coun-
cilmen,” she continued, “that you
are in office only by grace of the
lgbor movement and the Negro

other reason, You were elected
after the Oakland general strike,
when the. working -people were
enraged al the strikebreaking in-
cumbents and cleaned them out of
office. You eouncilmen were then
voted into- office and given a
chance. "If you were sincerely in-
getting .the FEPC
ordinance passed, you would have
considered it your duty to go to
the labor ‘and Negro movements
and organize meetings to .put
pressure on the councilmen who
were opposed to FEPC.”
Filomena Goelman’s campaign
has brought the FEPC issue to
the fore again,
labor and Negro organization “to
make every candidate for the
Council take a public stand on the
issue.. By .putting pressure on
them now, we can be more certain
of a favorable majority in the
new council. United labor and

terested 1in

She is urging the

that in ‘the coming months,  job
discrimination; and not the FEPC,

lying, dog-eat-dog morality of
modern capitalist society.

- She is raising high the -alter-
native perspeetive of a decent so-
ciety of peace and plenty and
equality for all, a goal that can
be_achieved Only ‘through soelal-
151’1‘[

This week Comrade Weiss re-
plied to a number of question-
naires sent to her by various or
ganizations who regularly poll
candidates for city offices, includ-
ing the League of Women Voters,
Government Research, Inec., and
the Property Owners Association
of California.

VIGOROUS REPLIES
Last week she véplied to a

tinel, largest Negro newspaper in
the west, asserting without. re-
servation that she would work
tirelessly for an effective fair
employment practice bill (FEPC)
for the city and for a strict policy
.of non-discrimination in slum-
clearance projects.

Asked how she would deal Wlth
the high cost of the city’s govern-
ment, the SWP candidate advo-
cated elimination of the notorious
Metropolitan squad, the Police
Department’s strikebreaking de-
tail; the disbanding of the waste-
ful anti-democratic loyalty oath
board and, procedures; and the
scrapping of all other agencies
and officials whose principal fune-
tion is to hound workers and
frighten them into compliance
with the wage-slashing policies
of the Associated Farmers and
the N.Al‘l. )

OTHER CANDIDATES
Outlining her special qualifica-
tions for the office of Mayor to
the Property Owners Association,
she stated: “As a revolutionary.
socialist opponent of Big Business
rule in Los Angeles, I am quali-

of Los Angeles—the vast major-
ity of the population—substibute

control by privileged Big Busi-
ness interestd.”

Myra Tanner Weiss is one of"
nine candidates seeking the office

customary spice of flamboyant
screwballs,

Among the reactionaries are
the incumbent, Fletcher Bowron,
who not once during his 12 years
in ,office has sponsored a single
measure calculated to improve
the lot of workers and minority
groups.

Another is the much puhlicizedj
Jack. B. Tenney, whose chief
claims to “fame” are his persecu-
tion of militants through his posi-
tion on California’s- own “Un-
‘committee, and: his in-
troduction in-the! State, Assembly:
of mumerous. measures to harbor

query from the Los Angeles Sen--

fied to help the working people |

their own control of their city for|

of Mayor. Her opponents are the
usual run of so-called liberals,
outrlght lea{.tif‘lldlil‘s, and the|

manufacturers consider ‘“danger-
ous”—dangerous, that is, to their
continued gouging of the people.

Comrade Weiss’ election plat-
form will be off the press this
week, and she will immediately

of meetings of unions and minor-
ity groups.

MYRA TANNER WEISS

launch a strenuous speaking tour'

Thousands of workers have been

It is reported that about

they have bought that were in
short supply for so long,

Among the hardest hit are the
voung veterans who have little
seniority. Many of them came
back from the war three years
ago, married and now have a fam-
ily. They sought to make up for
the time lost away from home on
account of the war. Thousands
of them now have heavy responsi-
bilities and large debts with no
savings to tide them over. They
are extremely bitter gver the turn
events have taken. The three-year
post-war boom was not nearly
long enough to give them a chance’
to acquire what they want, a
home, a car, home electrical ap-
pliances and so on.

The older workers talk about
the depression of the 1930°s which
is vivid in their memories. They
are determined to see to it that
those ‘terrible times are not visit-
ed upon them again.

Many workers think the wave
of lay-offs is due to a plot on
the part of the corporations to
weaken the- bargaining position
of the unions in negotiations for
the “fourth round” of wage in-
creases. Others believe the cor-
porations are trying to throw a
scare into Congress in an effort
to retain the Taft-Hartley Act.

However, the fundamental rea-
son — that American capitalism
has just.about satisfied the pent-
up demand for products which
were scarce during the war years
and'that in many lines the market
has become glutted — is easy to
explain and gets a good recep-
tion. Some workers are talking
about England and the possibili-
ties of government ownership of
industry in America. These work-
ers, as a rule, and despite the
propaganda of the press and ra-
dio, look favorably upon the idea
of government ownership.

And, they are not gverly :con-
cerned with the question of how
the government takes over. They
certainly do not care a hoot
whether the rich parasites get
paid for the plants or not. What
they want is steady employment
and a chance to support their fam-
ilies.

If' this first reaction to the
wave of lay-offs is any indication
of the moods of the workers, it
can be taken for granted that
the working class will answer the
problems raised’ by the new sit-
uation more militantly and with
more deep-going, radical demands
than have ever been seen on a
mass scale in America.

The icy unemployment gale ean
quickly change into a fresh wind
of revolutionary clarity blowing
away the smoke screen of the free
enterprise propaganda and reveal-
ing how rotten and decrepit is the

real state of capitalism.

REAL ISSUES

DETROIT, Feb. 20 — The

sentatives.
gaining committees of Chrysler,
Ford, GM, Hudson, Packard, Stu-

‘local union presidents, Some 50
local unions presidents from other
plants were selected by regional
directors. ;

UAW President Walter Reuther
presented the economic demands
asi

1. A pension’plan paying $100
a month to workers 65 years old,
with 25 years’ seniority, to be paid
in full by the corporations.

2. Free medical aid and hos-
pitalization, to be paid by the cor-
porations, and an insurance plan.

3. A wage increase, based on
BLS figures at the time of econ-
tract signing and to equal the
June 1946 base. No definite fig-
ures were given.

30-HOUR WEEK HIT

Reuther referred to the demand
for the 30-hour week at 40 hours’
pay as the program of the Com-
munist and Daily Worker. Term-
ing it as a plot to cut American
production to the advantage of the
Soviet Union, he said that such
demands were being put forward|
to divide the workers and that the
people advocating this program
were not to be considered loyal
ufiion -members.

Reuther’s program was ac-
cepted without a dissenting vote,
although 15% .of ' those present
did' not vote.

" ‘Secretary-treasurer ‘Emil , Ma-
zey presentéd the dxscred:ted one-

|ideas which the _m:érchapts-,_gnd ;

debaker and Nash, represented by

EVADED AT

UAW ECONOMIC PARLEY

UAW economic conference, held

here yesterday, consisted of about 230 delegates, 75 of whom
were International Board members or their appointed repre-
Others were top bar-®——

dure to be followed in seeking
pensions, etc. He also said an 8
to 10 million dollar strike . fund
was needed and should be raised
by assessments levied at the
UAW Mllwaukee convention next
spring.

When Fleetwood Local 15 Pres-
ident  J. Anderson raised the

.| problem of the two-year contract

saddled on the GM workers, he
was told that the pattern this
year would be set at Ford, and
that public opinion would make
the other corporations follow it.
This procedure was accepted with
only two dissenting votes, cast by
Anderson and a Buffalo Bell local
delegate,

Vice President Jack Livingstone
made a vicious' attack.on al] who
disagreed with the CIO method of
merging the Farm Equipment
workers with the UAW. He ended
with a veiled threat to expel those
who failed to follow this line.

Today a GM conference was
held, with approximately 65 in
attendance, including 10 ‘or 15
international representatives,

Here the same -one-at-a-time
strategy was put forward. 'An-
derson was ruled out eof order
when he tried to discuss the need
for a real representative mational
conference of the GM locals, and
told to rent a hall of his own if
he wanted to expound ideas. The
conference was told -that only
questions icould be asked and that
it had no power to! legislate. W:th
almost no. discussion from. the

at- a tlme strategy as the proce«

flam the meetmg was adsourned.
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