—— .. ST

H e

|
g
&
1
IE: t
l_;&
:

Analysis of 1947
Election Results

¢ — See Page 6 —

Fila

Workers of the Wol"ld,f‘ Unite!

rie MILIT

PUBLISHED WEEKLY IN THE INTERESTS OF THE WORKING PECFLE

VOL. XI.—No. 46.

NEW YORK, N. Y., MONDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 1947,

RED - BAITERS

oW

EP UAW

Labor Needs
To Check Up
On Congress

By Farrell Dobbs

As Congress convenes again, prices are reaching intoler-
able levels. The Taft-Hartley Act threatens the existence of
the unions. Discrimination and segregation weigh down on
the minority groups. Anti-labor hoodlumism is spreading omi-
nously. The threat of depression continues to advance. Talk
of another war is reaching the hysteria stage.

Political responsibility for these threats to the well-being
of the people and these attacks on their rights rests upon the
Truman Administration and Congress. Truman, of course,
denies his guilt. But so does each Congressman. How can

_you get the goods not cnly on Truman but also on 'the Repre-

sentative from your district and the Senators from your state?

. Here are some immediate practical steps that can be takea
by union militant§ who are concerned about the apathy in po-
litical affairs that usually sets in after election time., First,
press for the designation of standing committees by the CIO
Political Action Committee and thet AFL Labor’s Educational
and Political League, and other union bodies. Then keep tab
through such committees on all public officials -elected in your
area.

For example, a standing Political Check—Up Committee
organized by a local PAC, LEPL, or trade union body might
place at the top of its agenda day—by—day coverage of the ac-
tivities of the Congressman from its district. By following the
Congressional Record ($1.50 a month, Superintendent of Docu-
ments, Government Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C.) the
committee could note every speech and vote of the politician
it is watching.

In addition a study of the special reports ‘and records pub-
lished by the Congressional‘committees of which he is a mem-
ber would help keep track of his other public’ activities, ~~

The Political Check-Up Committee would then regularly
report back the results of its investigatior on the activity— or
lack of activity—on key issues of the Congressman it has un-
der the microscope.

The Political Check-Up Committee would esper:,lally fol-
low how the Congressman fights—or fails to fight—for legis-
lation in behalf of labor. It would watch closely: to see what
he does—or fails to do—about specific demands for action sub-
mitted to him by the unions. ’

Full publicity at union meetings and in the local trade
union press would keep the electorate of the area constantly
aware of how the men they put in office are acting and whose
interests they are serving.

The work of such Political Check-Up Committees would
break ground for the next election. Week by week the cam-
paign premises of the candidate would be measured against
his performance in office. Step by step the lesson would be
driven home that the Democrats and Republicans are tools of
Big Businuess who must be swept out of office. The need for
a Labor Party would become so clear and inescapable that its
actual orgamzatlon would be greatly hastened.

" Greek Puppet Gov't
Outlaws Free Press

The Sophoulis-Tsaldaris puppet government set up by the
U. S. State Department ‘nas abolished freedom of the press in
Greece. All working class newspapers that criticize Wall
Street’s Greek quislings face savage penalties. George Dala-
mangy, editor of the Trotsky-+

moved all thé _.f'umiture. Similar

ist newspaper, The Workers’

Struggle, writes us that they
have been unable to {ind any print-

er who will now dare to handle this
paper.
The decree, approved Oect. 18,

bans all papers whose editorial pol-
icy might be construed as “against
the safety of the state.” The staffs
of papers so designated are subject
to arrest and court-martial with a
possible death sentence. All faeili-
ties used in connection with publi-
cation of the paper are to be con-
fiscated, including linotypes, print-
ing presses, etc.

“It is believed that the suppres-

sion of the Communist news-
papers,” declared the Qct. 19 Paris
edition of the Herald Tribune, “was
the resull of an agreement between
the Brilish and American amba:-
sndors in Athens.”
“ Another bill has been submitted
to Parliament prohibiting publica-
tion of new newspapers and maga-
zines without a permit from the
Press Ministry and approval by a
special committee. Harsh penalties
are provided for underground pub-
lications.

On the same dayv that freedom of
the press was abolished. police
squads rolled up to the offices of
the Stalinist newspaper Rizopastis.
They seized the entire edition, took
down the newspaper's sign and re-
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action was taken against the estab-
lishment that printed the paper.
Another Stalinist publication, Elef-
theri, was likewise suppressed.

On the following day, 10 former
members of the ELAS the Greek
Liberation Army, were executed, and
on Oct. 21 another 13 were shol.
These men were among the 52 con-
demned to death since Sophoulis
was ins{nlled,

Set up at the prompting of the

U. S. State Department, the So-'

phoulis regime was designed to give
a more “‘democratic” coloring to the
application of the Truman Doctrine
in Greece. The former Maximos-
Tsaldaris regime, with its mass ar-
rests and mass deportations, had
drawn unfavorable ecriticism wupon
the Truman Administration in
America.

Sophoulis announced a general
“amnesty.” But as the cagitalist
press itself admits, this “amnesty”
has “=so far been extended only to
members of semi-official organiza-
tions who were guilty of attacks
against democrats and who now are
enrolled in the ‘national guard. "
(Press Agency of France, Oct 19.)

Meanwhile living conditions in
Greece continue to deteriorate. The
cost of living in Greece is now high-
er than any other country in west-
ern Europe, being now 16,629%
above the 1937 level.

Chicago 'I'ribime
Attacks Carlson
For Nov. 7 Talk

Target is Free Thought
At University of Chicage
CHICAGO, iNov. 12 — The
reactionary Chicago Tribune
today launched what migh.

well be the beginning of a full-
fledged red-bailing drive againsi
freedom of thought on the Uni-
versity of Chicago campus. It sin-
gled out for attack Grace Carlisol
of the Socialist Workers Party, ai.
Marvin Shaw, National Youth Di-
rector of the Communist (Stalinist
Party, who recently spoke on tht
campus.

“A small but active group o
University of Chicago campus radi-
cals,” declared this mouthpiece of
Big Business, “sponsor a stream of
speakers who rail against the Amer-
ican way of life and call upon stu-
dents to organize and to ‘fight the
forces of reaction snd U. S. im-
perialism’.”

Shaw spoke before an audience of
13 at the Campus Communist Club.
Grace Carlson spoke to 75 students
at a meeting sponsored by the
Marxists' Club.

The Tribune quoted extensively
from Grace Carlson’s talk on “The
Russian Revolution — Thirty Years
After”; but distorted her remarks to
give them a sinister and *blocdy”
character. . j

Speaking on Nov. 7, the anni-

and Farmers'
in Russia,

placed a Workers’
Government in power
she explained
‘event in human histery: <had showed-
the workers of the entire world ‘a
way out ‘of the capitalist barbarism.
"This held true, she said, not only
for the workers of Europe and -the
colonial © countries, ~ but * for the
American working class as well.

She attacked the 3talinist bu-
reaucracy for its betrayal of the
principles of genuine revolutionary
internationalism laid down by Len-
in, Trotsky and the other Bolshe-
viks. Stalinism, she pointed out,
blocks the road the workers must
follow to create the socialist world
of plenty that will truly represent
the interests of the overwhelming
mass of the people.

versdry of the:1917 Regvolution that’
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NQGI"S Climax In Chlcqo

" CHICAGO,.-Nov. 12—-—Tears came to the eyes of Mrs. Anna Htckrnan as she%eld g ]Llry

Her ‘husband,  James ‘Hick-

man, is under indictment for the murder of thelr landlord David Coleman. whom "he héld re-

sponsible for the fire and the+

four deaths.
In the Cook County Criminal

Court, the defense counsel,
claiming Hickman was innocent by
reason of temporary insanity, open-
ed their case this morning. Defense
Attorney M., J. Mpyer's opening
statement placed the respensibility

for the shooting of Coleman on
intelerable living conditions and the

square,

This is part of the mob that heckled, started scores of fist fights,
frequently gave the Nazi salute and finally succeeded in smashing
a Progressive Citizens of America rally in Philadelphia Independence

(Federated Pictures)

children.

The state rested its case on Mon-
day after presenting eight witnesses,
four of them investigating police-
men, Under cross-examination,
Coleman'’s half - brother, Percy
Brown, the prosecution’s best wit-
ness, contradicted statements he
had marie earlier at a coroner’s in-
guest. Testimony of other witness-
es added nothing to what Hickman
himself had earlier told the police.

DEFENSE WITNESS

The first witness for the defensc
was Will Jackson, .who had lived
with the Hickmans in the tenement
at 1733 Washburne at the time of
the fire, Jackson reported Hick-
man had told him after the death
of the children that he no longer
had any reason to live.

Jackson testified itnat Coleman
had previously threatened to burn
the tenants out. Another {enant,
Mrs. Julia Rodgers, corroborated
this statement.

Cn the witness stand Mrs. Hick-
man recalled her husband's vow at
the birth of their first child that
“a voice from above” hnd charged
him with “protecting and keeping
together” his family. She said
Hickman, a deeply religious man,
had frequently repeated this vow.
After the shooting of Coleman, she
related, Hickman told her he had
been “‘compelled” to do it and that
then he *“felt better.”

SAW STRANGER
Hickman’s oldest son,
told the jury that he had seen a
stranger in the fenement a few
hours before the fire,
when his mother pointed out Cole-

willis, 21, |

man at a la.ter coroners mquest, he
identified Colethan .as . the .myste-
rious - stranger. Willis also told of
his father's anguished cries to God,
of his failure fo cat and sleep nor-
mally for mcre than a month:after
the fire.

Remaining defense witnesses in-
clude the defendant, Hickman, and
two Chicago psychiatrists, Dr. Wal-
ter Adams and Dr. Boris Ury.. They
are expected to testify as to Hick-
man’s mental condition, at the time
of the shooting, as a result of his
accumulated grief and despair over
his family's tragedy.

BLAME FOR TRAGEDY

The case will probably go to the
jury either Friday or Monday.

Counsel for Hickman was ob-
talhed by the Hickman Defense
Committee, organized in this and
other cities by sympathetic indi-
viduals with the endorsement of
numerous labor, liberal, Negro and
community organizations.

Willoughby Abner, chairman of
the Hickman Defense Committee
and vice-president of the Chicago
CIO Council, has placed the blame
for the shooting on social condi-
tions, “the lack of adequate hous-
ing and the raecial restrictions which
compel the Negro people to live
under conditions of congestion which
are a constant danger to life and
health.”

Resolution Against
Taft-Hartley Act

and that |

— See Page 2 —

Following close after the
suppression of meetings and

sey-Philadelphia area comes a
warning that the U. S. government
is conspiring to launch a series of
raids which will further whip up
the hysteria against “reds” and
democratic rights.

O. John Rogge, former high of-
ficial in the Attorney General's
Department, revealed that Wash-
ington was preparing a “dramatic
round-up of dozens of Communist
leaders and alleged fellow travel-
lers,” to coincide with the open-
ing of the special session of Con-
gress Nov. 17.

According to. Rogge, who appar-

ently still has sources of informa-

| tion in the Attorney General's of-

civil liberties in the New Jer-

FBI AND HOODLUMS

fice, the arrests would be staged
by the FBI in mid-night raids such
as those staged after World War
I by Attorney General A. Mitchell
Palmer and J. Edgar Hoover. Rogge
said the purpose of this plot was
to create an anti-red hysteria and
he compared it with the “Reichstag
Fire” in Nazi Germany.

Meanwhile, the reactionary vigi-
lente groups have become bolder,
steadily expariding the list of “sub-
versive” organizations they feel
free to attack without fear of gov-
ernment or police reprisals. Here
is part of the recent record, show-
ing the pattern which is being fol-
lowed:

Oct. 26: A violent mob prevents
a meeting called in Trenton by the
Communist Party. First the city
authorities tried to prevent it. When

SPUR RED HYSTERIA

the CP got a court injunction for-
bidding interference with the meet-
ing, the police disregarded it, en-
couraging the mob. The next day
Gov. Driscoll voiced his approval.

Oct. 27: Hoodlums armed with
clubs in Jersey City try to molest
people attending a meeting of the
Progressive Citizens of America
(PCA). b

Oct. 30: A Newark meeting of the
CP is prevented as rental of one
hall after another is denied to
them by proprietors under pressure
of the reactionaries and the police.

Nov. 1: A PCA rally in Phila-
delphia to protest the House Un-
American Committee, is disrupted
by hoodlums as the cops stand by
smiling.

Nov. 3: A Newark chapter of the
American Veterans Comunittee is

L 0 O SR VY £ e

barred from the hall it rented at
the Labor’ Lyceum. Warnings of
violence from reactionaries and city
police had intimidated the lyceum
manager. The hall of the CIO Fur
and Leather Workers was then se-
cured, but was cancelled in a few
hours after police told the manager
he would not be able to renew his
beer license if the meeting was
held there.

First the Stalinists, then the lib-
erals, and then the veterans — that
is the pattern. Who comes next?
Obviously, the labor movement is
next in line of attack, if this red-
baiting tide is permitted to spread
further. That is why it is the duty
of the labor movement to oppose
the red-baiting drive in all its
manifestations, (See editorial cn
Page 4.) !

Strong Minority Resist
Retreat on Taft-Hartle
Slave Labor Measure

Workers Convention here.

with a total of 1,903 votes.

other candidates ran.

votes.

BULLETIN

ATLANTIC CITY, Nov. 12— The Reuther-ACTU:
bloc of red-baiters, as was expected, captured all' top posts
in elections today and Tuesday in the CIO United Auto

j Walter Reuther, unopposed by any major candxdata
. was re-elected President with 5,593 wvotes.
Addes-Leonard caucus supported no candidate.

Opposition to Reuther was registered by de!\,gates
There were 1,219 abstentions
and delegates with 344 votes were recorded absent. .
John De Vito, Cleveland Local 45y
got 304 votes; Edward Murphy, Detroit Local 205, had 3

Emil Mazey, Reuther’s candidate, aided by the re
baiting sweep, won the secretary-treasurership from th
incumbent George Addes by a vote of 4,833 to 2,599..

Richard Gosser, UAW Toledo Regional boss, defeated
incumbent R. J. Thomas, who led the anti-Taft Qath fight,
for vice president by a vote of 5,084 to 2,019.

John Livingston defeated the incumbent Richar
Leonard for vice president by a vote of 5,024 to 1,
Shelton Tappes, the Stalinist-supported candidate, got 361

The Thomas:

Two

ATLANTIC CITY, Nov,

B e

ment and the Thomas-Rankin
Committee, Reuther has
emerged at this convention as

a leading authentic spokesman
inside the American labor move-
ment for the Truman Doctrine, now
re-baptised as the Marshall Plan,
and its contemplated atomic war
for world :nastery.

REACTION RIDES HIGH

He and his allies have placed the
stamp of the Truman Doctrine on
this convention,
carefully refrained from any. utter-
ance of that phrase. But the at-
‘mosphere of unrestrained "red-bait-
ing, intimidation and terror that
reigns—with “Get the Commies”
as the Reutherite battle-cry—shows
unimistakably the alien source of
Reuther's policy.

This was made even clearer yes- |

By Art Preié

power machine, in bloc with the priest-dominated Associ
of Catholic Trade Unionists and assured of a big majori
driving ruthlessly to smash.all opposition and establish ¢
‘| plete control over the CIO. United Automoblle Workers at
11th Convention; which began Nov. 9 at the Convention Ha
of snr. men and six women how fire had swept through Her attic room it 'a ﬂilapidated Chicago m i

Riding the tide of red-baiti clion that flows
e tide of red-baitin,
tenement last January, taking the lives of four of her children. ? o g SRabio i

from the U. S. State Depart-+——

although he has |-

11—Walter Reuther ant

terday when he and his Heuten
shoved through a resclution of ¢
tulation to the Taft-Hartley Sla
Labor Law, compelling all incor
ing UAW officers to sign the i
gradinhg ‘“vellow - dog” affjda’
A third of the delegates, un
leader bip of the Thomas-
Leonard c(nucus, courageously Vo
against Reuther's surrender resol
tion.  But they could not overca
the reactionary weight that pres
down on the convention,

From the very opening of the
vention on Sunday afternoon,
ther demonstrated what his und
puted rule promises for the fra.
tional internal demc thnd
been such an outsiz £
sive feature of the dyna:mnic
On the very first point of d
the question of whether the ol

((‘outiuued on Page 3)

REUTHERITE
GIVES

ATLANTIC CITY, Nov.

oath.

would have instructed the in-

coming UAW Executive Board
“not to file financial statements
or so-called ‘loyalty’ oaths and to
refrain from taking any other steps
committing our union to a policy
of cooperation with the Taft-Hart-
leyized National Labor Relations
Board.” (See Page 2 for full text.)
CHALLENGE TO DEBATE

Vice President R. J. Thomas, who
placed the issue in the hands of
the convention by his refusal to
go along with Walter Reuther’s
agreement to sign the oath, took
the lead in fighting Reuther's be-
trayal. He challenged Reuther to
a debate on the issue before a spe-
cial session of the convention. But
Reuther ducked the challenge.

Reuther’s position was embodied
in the report of the Resolutions
Committee minority which makes it
mandatory for the UAW officers
“to immediately comply, under pro-
test, with the provisions of the
Taft-Hartley Act which require
their individual signatures to loyal-
ty affidavits, and to file required
financial statements.”

So strong was the sentiment for
an immediate discussion of the
Taft-Hartley- Act, that the Reu-

UP STRUGGLE
ON YELLOW-DOG OAT

senting a third of the delegates, fought for four hours yesterss
day afternoon at the CIO United Auto Workers conve '
here against compliance with the Taft-Hartley “yellow-ds

They battled for the adoption of the ma}ority report of
Resclutions Committee which+

FACTI

11—A strong minocrity, rep

thcntc A("lb blm- whch controj
the convention did net dare to-
the discussion or cui short de;m
as the Reuther machine had d¢
the day before on the question:
holding elections cof officers. bef
the disputed issues were discussed
Reuther was even impelled to as
sure the convention in advane
that “there will be adequate
bhate,” an indirect confession of
steamvroller tactics the day befor
he burden of ihe Reutherite
argument was that it was neces
sary to sign the “yellew dog” affi
davits to “strengthen” the UAW
fighting the Taft Act. Emil Ma%
who is secking the secretary-tres
urership, was the most outsp
proponent of capitulation.
DEMAGOGIC APPEAL
He and other Reutherite
ers demagogically appealed ¢t
delegates “in the interests |
small, weak locals” which
claimed could not survive un
they could get the “servi
the boss-dominated NLRB,
Thomas answered the cap
ors by stating, “In my opinion 8
ing affidavits is not pgoing to S0
any preblems at all that we fa
in relation to the Taft- Hartle
(Centinued on Page 2).
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Oppd5|t|on Fights Against Taft-Hartley Act

| Printed below i is the text of the resolutlon
% ~onthe T aftnl“!artley Act presented to the UAW
il Convention in Atlantic City by the Thomas- ||
Addes-Leonard caucus, and supported by ap- ‘

'p'f-o"}}imdtﬂly one-third

~ In the interests of smoother reading, the
in the first part of the resolution

hav\, been omitted.—Ed.

“whereases’

| herring .-
I

over
of a finger.”

tell our
| whom we may not elect.

of the UAW delegates.

cies. Labor officials

. In dcfl.uu.e of the oeverwhelming

reaclionary 80th Congress has |
sassed the Taft-Hartley Act. The |
ief‘." '-.11518‘)5;01131 architect of the
\i' Was Senator Robert A. Taft, a
rpma,twn lawyer in the Cinein-
lativ firm of Taft, Stettinius and

follister whose elients include the

nnsylvania Railroad,

hinery Company, numerous banks
nd.traction companies — corpora-

ons. fhat haye fought in the past
ue ta flght against all

' In the Senat¢, Taft has at all
mpmatmr'clmnts and the profi-
er§ rgther than the people. His
ous assertions that the Taft-Hart-
‘s’ designed to help labor
1’01; fool the rank-and-file of
's = any more than it fools
16 “millionaire publishers and the
all"Strdet interests who back M.
tin the Senate and who give
t'l’IPll Haw business.

hig'infamous Taw was not passed
a' alm.m — it is a vital part of
¥ coordinated program to destroy
he living standards of our people
- which  Republican end Demo-
atic, parties alike share the re-
msibitity . -

‘hist-Act_ was passed under the
se -of ; protecting. the . country’s
Ith, and welfare, but the same
edy interests . behind the bill
eded in veoting cut price con-
] |Lancellm°' rent control,

u—I

e Hnur Act, protecting monop-
p:i@lmg’ our secial insur-

the Gruen |
e¢h Company, the General Ma- |

limes acted in the interests of his

de-
ymg "Workers rights under the

proof of their “loyalty.”

The great International Union, The National Labor

| those who planned and wrote the
| Taft-Hartley Law. Every major au-
tomobile manufacturer testified or
lobbied for the law. Mr. Theodore
| Iserman, Counsel for the Chrysler
Corporation, was a major aid to the
Senate Committee, working closely
|w1th Taft, Ball and their cohorts.
| The lobbyists for the Allis-Chalmers
Corporation and the Freuhauf
Trailer Corporation, Mr. William
iIngi_es worked full time for many
| weeks with the House Labor Com-
mittee in staging its one-sjded hear-
ings, and drafting the final bill.

Since passage of the Act, General
Motors Corporation, Chrysler, and
Ford have all attempted to utilize
| the Law against the Union. All of
them have made every effort to
| get the UAW-CIO to comply with
the so-called “loyalty” affidavits
and the requirement for filing of
financial statements in order to
trap the Union into use of the
employer-dominated National La- |
bor Relations Board. In 'addition,
the automobile industry publications
have propagandized with the same
objective in mind,

yvears to handle
an election v

and its leadership eliminated.

single member offer - another

[ Role of the Press

| John S. Knight's Detroit Free
| Press, the Hearst press all over
| America, the Luce publications, and
all other anti-labor publications
have supported this plan of the
auto industry to get our union to
fall into the clutches of the NLRB.
|Them publications are attempting
to convince the public that  the
Taft-Hartley Law is good for La-
bor; that only fear of the loyalty
affidavit keeps certain union lead-

. to instill in labor not
| the spirit or fidelity (but) the spirit
of Fido, who must lie"down, roll
and play dead, at the snap

Use of the Board would mean in
effect that we let the employers
Union whom to elect and
The law

sets up a systern of inspection and
| approval of union officers by em-
i ployer-dominated government agen-
must prove
| they are “loyal” but employers may
| make use of the Board without any

Relations

sUAW CIO, is a major target of | Board, even if it were made up of
m’e“ of, seliiiens -of -Antericans, fair-minded men, is not able under
the Taft-Hartley Law to help labor.
President Truman estimated that
it would take an average of five
any case involving
kargaining repre-
sentative or for union security, and
in that time a union can be crushed

Financial statements which have
to be on file with the Secretary of
Labor and must be mailed to every
rich
fle]:l to employels who seek delay Mine Workers; his refusal to grant

or. defeat 01‘ the union resting its
case with' the Board.

The General  Counsel of the
Board, Robert Denham, now con-
sidered “labor’s biggest ..boss,” ' is
the peneral manager of the Board.
He decides on cases to be handled.
He runs the field offices, Yet this
man’s record against labor in gen-
eral and particanlarly his shameful
prejudices against Negro workers
during his. service as a trial Exam-
iner under the old Board, precipi-
tated protests from all branches, of
organized labor and from the Na-
tional Assomatmn for the Advance-
ment of Cclored People.

Since enactment of the Law,
Denham has shown that he intends
to use the Board for no other pur-
pose than to perform as the anti-
labor .employers of America want
him to perform. He has agreed to
consult with the Ball-Taft-Hartley
Committee, set up under the Law
to study the operation of the Act,
before making a policy interpreta-
tion. The cases he has initiated
| against the Carpenters Union, the
International Typographical Union,
the Teamsters Union, the Umbed

Tmman. in a Qimndary

any delay or hearing to the StﬁeL
workers and other unions before |
I throwing out their old Board cases;

— all of this shows a calculated
campaign of union-busting.

Despite the ballyhoo that union
| rights are protected — under the
new Board procedure an employer
has eight major means open to him
for delaying an election for union
seeurity. Even. if the .union wins
such'an election by getting. a ma-
jority of all workers in the bargain-
ing unit (not merely a majority of
all those voting) the:emplover can
simply refuse to grant a union shop
or any other form of union security.

Anti-Labor Weapons

For representation elections the
employer hds been given an entire
arsenal of weapons never available
to him undet the old Wagner, Act.
These can be used to prevent certi-
fication indefinitely, :

This Act was adopted. at a hme
when all the world is watching the
vitality ofour democratic institu-
tions, and the ability of Americans
to resist fascism and reaction at
home. Our duty, both as trade

President Truman is formally handed the 178 -page report of his Committee on Civil Rights,
which recommended government aetion against racial and religious

mscr:mlna:tlon Truman got

his public speeches and his rulings |

m‘uomsts and as citizens of a de-
{ moeracy, demands of us an. un-

rswervir'ug determination that this |the political repudiation of ' those
infamous law must be erased from | reactionaries .who are responsibie
The liberty of |for the Taft-Hartley Act.
liberty of all|
was won only afler |
Untold numbers. of |

| the statute books.
| workers, like the
our people,
bitter struggle.
common people have starved and
suffered, have been beaten and
black-listed, have been exploited
and hunted so that labor organiza-
tions might haye a right to -exist
and flourish as a fundamental parl.
of a democratic seciety; ..
Acceptance of this Act would be-
tray the heritage of our. struggles
in Flint, Pontiac, South Bend, De-
troit, Cleveland, Anderson, Oakland;
Toledo, Chicago, Milwaukee, In-
dianapolis, Dallas, Los Angeles, St.
Louis and other cities throughout
the length and breadthi:of our land
where the autoinobile werkers went
hungry and spilled their blood so
| that our.rhovement might be free.: .
{ We would not merit the name of
free Americans if we permitted our-
selves to live under any- part of-. a
law which robbed American work-
ers of the right to strike, to picket,
to ; pick t.heu' own leade{s, and to
engage_in those cuncgr;ed activi-
ties which are the life blood nf our
movement. )
Fight Against Act
Therefore be it resolved: That as
good Americans and militant union-
ists we will not acquiesce in .a law
which makes it a crime to exercise
freedom of speech, freedom of press,
ll‘l'eedom of assembly. The Consti-
| tution remains the law of the land
and we propose  to.‘enjoy its.pro-
tection while we .fight-for repeal.of
this law, and for. the welfare and
| happiness of all our people. ;
: We dedicate ourselves to an un-
ceasing campaign against the un-
American conspiracy which has
produced this Act. We pledge our-
selves not to permit this Act to
destroy either the economic or the
political rights of the people. ;
Nor will we permit the blackmail,
the threats and the smears of legis-
lative hatchet - men operating
through the Hoéuse and” Senate La-
bor Gommittees to di’vide or deter
us.

Expose Its Pilrpose

From this day forward we dedi-

| 8. Bugas of the Ford Motor Com- |

| Taft and the press have begun a

with all labor orgamzatmns and
other progressive greups to insure

Be it
further

Resolved: That to protect the fi-
nancial  status of our individual
members, our locals and our Inter-
national no contract be approved
by the Regional Directors or the
 International "Executive Boamd un-
less such contracts exempt the local
unions, :the International Union,
the union membership, the local of-
ficers, the Regional Directors and
the International Officers from the
union-busting liability provisions in
the Law. Therefore be it further

Resolved: That we condemn the
NLRB and its General Counsel for
the decision that- in cases pending
under the old Wagner Act local
unions cannot appear on the ballot”
and cannot have their unfair labor
practice ¢harges proeessed; that we
join with Philip Murray and in-
‘stitute a law suit. similar to the suit
| filed by the Steel Workers and other
Iunion.'s similarly affected challeng-
ing this retroactive application of
the Taft-Hartley Law, and chal-
lenging thé comstitutionality of the
“loyalty” oath provision -and other
provisions of the law, and be it fur-
ther

Resoived: That inasmuch as the
| International Association of Ma-
chinists has become the principal
threat to the UAW-CIO, the United
Steal Workers and the United Elec-
trical. Workers by its sneak raids |
under the Taft-Hartley Law, that |
the incoming UAW-CIO Interna- |
tional Execytive Board is hereby
instructed: to- confer . immediately
with the Steel, Electrical and other
CIO unions for the purpose of rais- |
ing a defense fund of $500,000 or
move to’ combat raiding by the IAM
or -any other union, and be it -fur-
ther

Refuse to File'
Resolved: That inasmuch as John

pany, M. E. Coyle, Executive Vice-
President of General Motors and
other notoriously anti-labor employ-
ers as well as Mr. Hartley, Mr.

campaign to get our union to co-
operate with the NLRB in order to-

mcommg ]ntel natmna] \Executives
Board, -UAW-CIO, is therefore in-.
structed not to file financial state--
ments or so-called “loyalty” oaths,
and- to refrain from taking any

other stéps committing our umion i
to a policy of cooperation with the 2o
Lahor

Taft - Hartleyized National
Relations Board, and be it further
Resolved: That we join with
President. Philip Murray, who .in
declining the services of the Board,
on behalf of the Steel Workers
said: ’ .
“I stated T was unwilling to file
an. affidavit that I was not a Com-
munist. That is a matter of prin-
ciple. I do not know why the Con-
gress of the United States. should
require me to do_that, as a citizen:.
I think the Congmess is very pre--
sumptuous, because I think if they
could do that to me about this
question of communism, they could
do it with any other citizen about
any other kind of issue. . . . It is
reasonable to assume that if a man
is required to file an affidavit “of
this desecription, the Congress that
enacts legislation of that kind can
readily enact a law which says to a.
labor leader; ‘What are you? A
Catholic, Protestant or Jew?' . . .
The Congress, had in its mind a
diabolical piece of work, extremely
discriminatory in nature, and re-
voltig to a. citizeli Whio beHeves in
decency and in justice and in. free-
dom.” And be it finally

Show Our Strength
Resolved: That we. imstruet t,he
|incoming International . Executive
Board to proceed with the organi-
zation of the unorganized, the pro-
tection of - .the membership .from
discrimination, and the. safeguard-
ing ¢f our present membership .and
contracts. Along with the Steel
Workers, the Electrical Workers,
the CIO Southern: Organizational
drive, the UAW-CIO must march
forward, without hcnp from t'he
Board. Before there, was ever a

a

Wagner Act, the UAW demonstrat- i

ed its ability to organize the basie
sections of our industry, Briggs,
General Motors, and Chrysler and
many other plants were orgamzed
witheut any government aid. We
organized these plants, and pretect-
ed our members by showing the
employers our own._ economic

a lot of publicity out of the report, but now his Cabinet is said to be engaged in a dispute over
what to do about it. Racial and religious minorities will not be satisfied unless action is taken |
“on the anti-discrimination remrrunendatmns, on the other hand, Truman is afraid to antagonize
Mass; pressure is stlll the only way to win the fight

“cleanse” any local or International
leader who ob]ects to speed-up and
who stands up for t‘he union, “The

29y o1

strength, our unity, and our willing-
ness to use that strength whenever
it becamc necessary.

cate ourselves to' the  mission of
obtaining: a repudiation and forth-
right - repeal  of -this:. infamous ;act

ers from using the NLRB. The Free
Fress accused both "Philip Murray |
and John L. Lewis of acting in the |

Iumber lobbies, turnmg the reactionary Scuthern wing. of his party g i

2 f the reactiohary program of
neléss veterans to the | interests of Moscow because of their | “for equal rights and civil liberties, " (Federated Pictures) {and of ; . Iy progra i —
nercies of the monopolistic | stand against the Board, :"h‘:ll: lz 1t5 a Ka"t- We will TXDO;:E :
g and real estate lobbies, and f One of the authors of the original |- 5 T 7 | coa ey SnUKS; American people the ' O P 5 O e .
thenwise. undermining the welfare | Wagner Act, who recently les.lgned %iﬂ:et;m:g:: )igltzcesw \;?hif;lﬁ l;t:::g D:}E; ul" r Og r am L] ]
" our:people:: from the NLRB, Hebert Blanken- R t t p -
‘ r message not only to workers but ; .
ﬁ;u:fz%?;e ;jw:hn]ess;, AZ; ilm';fi | :?,ld“‘tlf s Pk becausembf e Btflard' e u e rl es u ve r to farmers, small businessmen and | I. Defend labor's standard of living! . i
3 iv = i S
age cuts, spucd-ups and the res- | & glve T Dothing { obher. .groups whose economic wel- A sliding' scale of ‘wages — an escalator wage clause’ in all union .\;_,/’

ration .of. sweatshop conditions. -

sk pOE

.] Ib Umw‘redy Piace

Order from
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but hell,” and the “loyalty” affi- | {Y
‘dawts are in his wnrds “a 1ed—

! (Continued from Page 1)

| Act,” and anybody who thinks so
[“is certainly making a mistake,
| which will be proven in the fu-
| ture.”

| He 'pointed out that the UAW
| was built in General Motors, Chrys-
|]er Briggs and other plants when
the auto workers had no “Wagner
|Act or a Taft-Hartley Act or any-
[ thing else to protect them in any
| way when they organized a plant.”
| They won their rights in the sit-
| downs and on the picket lines.

| The Taft Act, he said, is a “law
written by management against
lyou.” Labor will lose its rights
under the Taft Act “whether we
sign affidavits or not.”

|
| THE REAL ISSUE

The real issue is that those people
| who agree “to sign away their
| rights as American citizens, give up

Ilaw ; the Constitution of the
| United States,” are allowing reac-
tion to cut down their rights *“a

[ same as Hitler did in Germany.”

Delegate John McGill, Flint
|Bu:ck Local 599, declared that the
Iattempt to sell the UAW the Taft-
| Hartley oath “reminds me of one
|0I the biggest
| UAW ever
| that damnable conference in the
City of Detroit known as the ‘Vie-
| tory-Through-Equality-of{Sacrifice,’
when we walked right into the
| spider's web.

“I hope ‘we are not going to re-
| peat ourselves in this convention
| by putting our stamp of approval on

10 cents

New York 3, N Y

what they are entitled to under the |

little more and a little more, the |

mistakes that the
made, and that was in |

a bill that every one of us heard
this morning is designed to enslave |
labor — and that remark was made
by the President of the CIO, Philip
Murray, and you all heard it ..

He further pointed out that the
Reutherites “damn  the Aect from
hell to breakfast, say it is a law
to.:enslave labor, and at the same
time ' say we can - get protection
from it. And, brothers, that don’t
make good arithmetic in my mind.”

In his talk for compliance, Emil
Mazey spoke about the Glenn Mar-
tin workers in Baltimore who had
won an election: before and were
now faced with a Taft-Hartley elec-
tion, but could not participate if the
UAW leaders didn’t sign affidavits.
“What answer have you, Brother
Thomas and Brother Addes — and
I challenge either of you to debate
on this question — what answer
have you got to the workers in the
| Glenn Martin plant?”

Thomas promptly interposed from
the platform, “I accept that chal-
lenge, Brother Mazey.” But Mazey
let’ the matter ride.

Secretary-Treasurer George Ad-
des later in the debate took up
Mazey's challenge once more, but
Mazey kept quiet. Addes then enu-

"Yellow Dog” Compllance

' merated ten ‘sections of the Taft
Act which make it “practically im-
possible, even after you sign .these
affidavits ard consent to go along
with this infamous law to count on
getting an election.”

The Reutherites never stated ex-

| fare this Act threat.em

mmbqrshm to worl; unceasmgly in
the polm(-al field in complete umty

UAW Convention to be
Discussed in Newark

George Breitiman will analyze the
UAW Ccuvealion at the Militant
Labor; Forum,: 423, . Springfjeld Ave,, |

plicitly their real reason for sign-
ing the affidavits but it was|
|clear to every delegate. By signingl
| these affidavits they hope to give |
assurance to the Big Business . gov- ]'
ernment that they are mot “reds”.
| and to pledge again their lo}'alty to |
the Truman' -Doctrine. '

Red-baiting — the stock in tlade
of the Reutherites — .was the de-
cisive factor in winning a majority
for compliance: with the Taft Aet.

But red-baiting is no program
which ean. solve the workers’ prob-
lems, It could swing a majority at
this Reuther-ACTU machine-con-
trolled convention. . But the large
{ minority who. fought Reuther on
this issue were battling for the. in-
terests of fhe auto rank-and-file.
The ranks will applaud this -de-
| termined minority and will turn-in
wrath, as the Taft Act bears down
upon them, upon' those leaders who.
sold the auto workers’ rights down

the river for a mess of red herrmg

p.m.
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Jobleés Insurance
Milliens Retumt:d
Te the Employers

= N Y. . State amempleyment in-
surance - officials -are. preparing
to:rebate $145,000;000 :to: employ-
€rs this .year. Workers strug-
gling aleng on the.tervibly in-
adequate - unemployment . insur-
-ance allotments would rather see
this money go. to them:in:the
form of; increased weekly . bene-
fits.: Under capitalist- govern-
ments, . .surplus - funds go to the
capitalists. not the workers.
That's thelaw. A labor governs<
ment -could’ change ! the'law.so
. that the workers .and not . the
capitalists got the increased
Lenefits.” THis TaW 1§ 5~ Piete of
Roosevell New De,a!‘ legislation.

THE

NEW YORK

AKRON

Celebrate the 19th Ann ivérsary of '

confracts to provide automatic wage increases to meet the
rising cost of livingl

Otganize’ mass consumers co'rnrmﬂees for independent actidn aaainst
profiteering -and price-gouging!

Expropriate the food trusts! Operate them under workers .controll

2. Full employment and job security for al! workers

|

Newarlf on Fndav Nov. 21, at 830

and veterans!

For the' 6-hour day, 30-hour week! A shdlng scale o{' hours—reduce
the hours of work with no reduction in _Pay to preveny layoffs
and unemployment!

Government operahon of all idle plants” under ‘workers' controll: *

Vnemployment insurance equal to trade union wages for workers aﬂd'
veterans during the entire period of unemploymentl

3. Against all anti-labor laws and government sinka-

breaking!
No restrictions on the right te sirike and picket!
No injunctions! No compulsoty arbitration!

4. Build an independent labor party]
5. Tax the rich; not the poor!

Repeal the payroll tax! No sales, taxes!
No taxes on incomes under $5,000 a year!

6. An 18 billion dollar appropriation for government
low-rent housing!

7. Full equality for Negroes and national minorities!
End Jim Crowl End anti-Semitism!

8.For a veterans' organization sponsored hy fhe
trade unions!

9. A working class answer to capd‘a]lsl' mllliarrsm

and war.

Take “the war-making powers away from Congress! Let the people
.. yote on the question of war or peace!

Against capitalist’ conscription!

Abolish the officer caste system!

Full democratic rights in the armed forces!

Trade Union wages for the armed forces!

Military training of -workers, financed by the government; but under

control of the trade unions!

10. Solldard’y with the revolutionary struggles of the

workers in all ;ands!
Far_the complete independence of the colonial paoplest
Withdraw all American troops from foreign soil!

I. For a Workers' and Farmers' Government!

|
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" shoved through the motion to side-

~Rules Ccmunittee finally brought in

\_:Delegate Walter
““troit Local 153, who again made the
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Confidence in Capitalism Justified,

Walter Dorwin Teague Maintains

ED. NOTE:

In our issunes of Oct. 6 and Oct. 13 we printed Joseph | tired ‘world, which,

Hansen's review of “Land of Pletltv" by the well-known industrial de- |

signer, Walter Dorwin Teague.
which we print belew.
am enclosing a comment on Mr,

habitually practlice.”
Mr. Teague's comments follow:
Editor:

In Mr. Joseph Hansen's review :and exercising his ingenuity for his | {a form ‘of rigor mortis, before’ you

" Mr. Teague responded with a cnt:cism grown
In his covering letter, Mr. Teague states:

l

Hansen’s review which I trust you | generations we have had no truck
will print. I realize that it is not the policy of Left Wing publications | with the hoary formulas so many
to give consideration to the other side of the argument, but perhaps !of ‘our foreign {iriends are sadly
in this instance you will display the tolerance which we Liberals | embracing, and you are advocating.

*....

of rxe?d_f_nn in appliring his enefgiés

vou have .given my book, Land of | [own and the general benefit.

Plenty, a [flattering amount of
space, and Mr.
convey a fair idea of my summary

of the possibilities existing in this | we are

Hansen’s excerpts | testable

My book is a solid mass of inecn-
evidence proving these
But then, as I have said.
“at a loss when we must

truths.

country for the fabulous betterment | oppose the frenetic fervors of the

of living. However, Mr. Hansen

concludes that

collectivist with mere reasonable-

these opportunities  ness. Our system is lacking in voo-

are an indictment of the “capitalist | 00 characteristics. Against com-'

system” that produced them!
I face one of those extraordinary

mental processes that leave us free |
thinkers utterly bewildered, as when | admits its own imperfections.”

we {ry to rationalize the thinking |
of Jesuits or Jehovah's Witnesses, |

Here pact and passionate ideologies we
' can offer only a flexible technique,

and a technique, at that, which

I have pointed out fthe imperfec-
tmns of our so-called system much

A mind dedicated to a dogma is an ' more foreibly than any unfriendly

impenetrable
initiate.
It should be cbvious to any open-

mystery

to the un-|
|tha|; we do rot move more rapidly |

critic could do. I am impatient

| to realize its ideals, and possess

eyed cbserver that the possibilities | ourselves of all the good that in

I have outlined zre conceivably real- |
izable in the United States within |

the imminent future; that this is
true here solely because we have

its immense fertility
store for us.

it

these times, which, because

holds , in l i
But I will haye no
part in the epidemic reaction of
the

benefited from and still possess a | freedom and dignity of the indi-

fluid social organization which al- : vidual have not as yet been fully
. lows the 1rL11vmual a la1ge measure achlevcd by us, would scrap them

| and limited wisdom of the few.
A “planned economy” is no new

| thing. It is only a modern name
| for- the most ancient recourse of
| the “timid and defeated. We see
| this wave of surrender sweeping a

however, turns
 to . us for succor: to us, who have
inconceivably rich in well

| being because for more than five'

|You will have to persuade us that
some of the experiments in con-
|tr0]1ed economies abroad are not

Istand much chance of getting them
| considered seriously here,

I must correct one error of faet | °®
on Mr. Hansen's part. He said that
I declared Marxism to be a variety
of fascism. What I stated was the
historieal fact that both nazism and
fascism are sectarian offshots of

ow Can USA Be Converted

+as cbjecf.ives ar substitute the will

By Joseph Hansen |

I can't help wondering if |
Mr. Teague is actually as
naive as he makes out. Does
he really "believe his claim |
about the unlimited possibili-|
ties of plenty in the future
under capitalism? Has he]
really been taken in by Cham- |
ber of Commerce propaganda°|

For the sake of discussion let’s
give Mr. Teague the benefit of the
doubt, consider him an innozent
who has heard only one side of the !

‘argument,” snd initiate him into |
some of the ABCs of Marxism.

One of the main criticisms Marx-
ism levels at the capitalist system
is that it doesn't run induestry at
full capacity and that it doesn’t|

Merxism, and that in morals, ad-

distinguishable.

of various Latin
States:

Brazil:
Chile: Shirt, 15 hours; shoes,

: Cuba:
Venezuela: Shirt, 6 hours;

+ Section of the Fourth International.

How long Latin Amerlcan Mmers
“Must Toil to Earn Their Clothing

3 In a study, Workers and Democracy in Latin America, Serafin

Romualdi gives the following information on how long mine work-
ers must labor to buy the necessities of life, comparing the level
American countries with

that of the TUnited

Colombia: Shirt, 1. days; shoes, 3 days; suit, 1 month.
Shirt, 1 day; shoes, 3 days; suit, two weeks.

20 hours, suit, 150 hour%

. Paraguay: Shirt, 2 days; suit, 1 month,
. Peru: Shirt, 2 days; shoes, 2! days; suit, 22 days.’
Mexico: Shirt, 3 days; shoes, 7 days; suit, 1 month,

Shirt, 1 day; shoes, 2 days; suit, 1 week.

shoes, 2 days; suit, 12 days.
United States: Shirt, 1% hours shoes, 4 hours; suit, 27% hours.
For Romualdi’'s study to be complete, he would have to report

the profits of the various mining companies.

clearly seen what the capitalists extract from the labor ‘of the

_worker:, without doing anything themselves.
—Translated from Lucha Obrera, newspaper

Thus it could be’

of the Mexican

[

(Continued from Page 1)
should bes electcd before or after
the debate on major policies—Reu-
ther ran roughshed over the rights
of the opposition delegates. )

It was an open secrgt before the
convention began, that Reuther anc
his machine intended by ever.
means possible to furestall debaie
on program and policies and, i’
possible, to put the election of of-
ficers first on the order cf business

This was such a bald-faced vio-
lation of UAW tradition that thc
Reuther-ACTU minority on tht

a proposal to hold elections on the
third day—today. The rules com-
niittee meajority proposed that elec-
tions bz held on the fifth day,
Thursday, aiter the delegates had
heard a discussion of the isstes.

STEAMROLLER TACTICS

While scores of delegates were
clamoring for the floor, the Reu-
therite machine, with Reuther in
the chair, steamrollered through 2
motion to close debate. They then
track policy discussion and hold
elections early.

Committee Chairman Joe Berry.
of Flint Buick Local 599, opened the
fore-shortened discussion with a
brief statement for the Rules Com-
mittes majority. He said: “We felt
that if officers weir elected too
early in the Conventien, all the is-
sues would mot be decided.” He
also pointed cut that the elections
are umally the climax of the con-
vention, after which the tired dele-
gates are anxious to wind up the
business and go liome,

The reporter for the Rules Com-
mittee minority, Ed Purdy of Local
99, then tipped off the real reason
why Reuther wanted to rush
through the elections. If the elec-
tions® were held on the fifth dav,

ministrative techniques and effect |
on human living the three are in- |
. | Does
Walter Dorwin Teague : voodpoism? IMr. Teague, who is no | of the robber barons and still make

Los Angeles, Calif. | parxist, has observed this

sxpand indust:v at ithe maximum |
pessible 1 te.
sound

that ‘‘dogma"

“‘short-

Carrying clubs. and riot guns, French mobile guards and Paris police break up a demonstra-
. tion of 15,000 sanitation workers who protested soaring Iwmg costs with this rally outside City Hall.

He picked Delegate William Cald-
‘ell of New Castle, Ind., Local 371,
/ho promptly moved to close de-
ate. A shout of protest ross from
1 large section of the . delegates.

ut of order on the legitimate
;rounds that the chairman had giv-
n him the floor to speak on the
minority position. But Reuther in-
sisted on taking the vote to close
lebate, and pushed it through. It
was a slicked, greased-up job with
serfect teamwork between Reuther
ind his floor machine. Reuther
trampled over all opposition pro-
test. The vote to hold elections
starting the third day, instead of
the fifth, wis passed by a majority
of about three to one, in a hand
vote. )
MURRAY'S DOUBLETALK

All Reuther's efforts have been

vestipe of opposition in the lead-
ership to his unrestrained rule. It
had been rumored that CIO Presi-
dent Philip Murray intended to
urge Reuther to modify his intend-
ed purge, and retain some of the
opposition in the leadership, such
as George Addes, incumbent secre-
tary-treasurer.

Murray spoke to the convention
yesterday morning. In his usual
“‘diplomatic” double-talk, he made
it plain that he was supporting
Reuther all the way., He made a
snide, condescending reference to
Vice President R. J. Thomas, as
one who “makes his mistakes"” and
Is “‘sometimes mischieveus. but nev-
ertheless not a bad guy.”

Thomas's courageous leadership
cf the fight agninst the ‘‘yellow
dog” oath is undoubtedly his great-
est ‘‘mistake” in the eyes of Mur-
ray and other union officials of his

as in the pasi, he said, “we are.go-
ing to have nothing but caucusing |
all over this hall, caucusing all over |
Atlantic City.” In short, Reuther |
wanted the eclections held befor: |
his opponents could build up their |
forces by debate on the real issues. |

Immediately following Purdy's
remarks, Reuther gave the flocr to |
Henderson, De-

motion to adopt the minority report
and then spoke at length in its fav-
ar.

Just one supporter of the Illa]l')‘l'lt\’
report was given the floor by Reu
ther. Delegate Thomas DMay, 0.'
Bridgeport Local 877. merely said
ha favored the majority propesal
and sat down. Reuther then called
for a spokesman for the minority.

euther could have ruled Caldwell |

concentrated on wiping out every

erence to Addes as a “man of in-
tegrity.” But he waxed fulsome
in' praise of Reuther for whom he
«had ‘“‘no words that can flow from
| me that would rrovide adequate ap-
preciation for the splendid support
that 1litt’s red-head. has given Phil
Murray cince his incumbency (as
UAW president since March, 1946.”)
AIDED CAPITALISM

Kurray went further. He helped
i;ave the way for Reuther to pul
over his resoiution of capitulation
to the -Taft-Hartley Act. In his
speech, Murray said not a word on
his own reasons for personally re-
fusing to sign the *‘yellow decg’' oath
as president of the United Steel-
workers. He dwelt exclusively on
the fact that the CIO Convention in
Boston had left the mat entirely
up to each affiliated union. “We
gave emphasis to the point,” Mur-
ray stressed.

Thus, Murray made clear he
would raise not the slightest ob-
je&tiun to the UAW officers sign-
ing the Talt Act Caths, although
he himself stated at the CIO Con-

o
[ih

vention he would not sign a “loy-
alty” affidavit as “a matter of
prineiple.”

This cenvention of the UAW, un-
like any of the others 1 have at-
tended, is saturated with an at-
mosphere of fear, intimidation,
| conservatism and backward preju-
dices. Under Rcuther’s inspiration
and demagogy, all the most reac-
tionary elements are riding high.

As Ralph Urban, president of De2-
troit Packard Local 190, told =
meeting of the Thomas-Addes-
Leonsrd caucus last night, ‘Reu-
ther has put a closk of red before
| the eyves of a majority of the dele-
gates, and they can't see through

threatened, intimidated, told that
sarricades would be thrown around

heir locals, administrators appoint-
:d over them, if they did not vote
along with Reuther.”
PROVCKING FIGHTS

The Reuther strong-arm boys are
soing around trying to provoke
fights with members of the opposi-
tion. Opposition delegates hawve
seen physically attacked in hotel
~orridors and bar-rooms. Reuther-
ite elements are openly saying they
are going to beat up distributors o:
the Stalinist Daily Worker.

Yesterday the Reutherite goons
even attempted to interfere with
the distribution of Ferd Faets, of-
ficial organ of Ford Ianal 600, rep-
resenting 65,000 workers. Ford Facts
attacked the action of Reuther in
announcing the UAW would sigr
the “yellow dog’ oaths.

The atmosphere of red-baiting
and intimidation extends even tC
the press correspondents. The DMil-
itant reporter was deliberately ex-
cluded from the assignment of
press seats. When he protested, he
was told that only ‘‘metropolitan
publicetions” anc ‘‘only daily pa-
pers’” were assigned reserved seats
He pointed out that the Militant it
a national labor paper published It

ew York and that Big Busines.
wezklies like Time, Newsweek and
Business Week were given specia
seating.

He also peinted to the table where
he wvns standing. There was the
official reserve sign for the Delroif
ACTU weekly, the Wage Earner!
But he had to scramble for a placs
at the press tabla.

SINISTER TIE-UP

The sinister tie-up betwsen the

Social Democratic Reuvherites anc

| coldssal

£ ; gl o the ACTU was further indicatec
mentalut;:. . o this closfk to the real issues. He when the Wage Earner was placec
Murray made a perfunctory ref- ladded: Delegates have been on every delegates’ seat and spreac
by the thousands throughout the
NOW ON SALE 8 .converr)ti(::'l l&all.th It‘ﬂ’iesS the real or-
' H gan o e. Reutherites.
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-oming” himself. Let's consider’

|an0t.her Marxist fundamental.

Marxism views capitalism as a
Lremendous advance over the feud .l
system of economy from which it
evolved. .
century,

In the  past Marxists
vigorously defended capitalism
against partisans of feudalism,

pointing out that no matter how
much better feudalism was than
! slavery. still feudalism did not
mark the end of progress.

Marxists are perfectly aware of
what we in America owe to the
alien, European idea of capitalism
as it has uniolded in the United
States.

In Eurcps capitalism was hamp-
ered by persistent vestiges of
feudalism. In America capitalism
nad a virgin continent and the most
ckilled and energetic immigrant
workers from Europe at its disposal.

| This land with its two ocean fronts
Now is that so difficult to grasp? l had such vast resources that it
like |

could carry even the dead weight

strides. 'Ca1 italism in

French Cops Cha_rge Strikers

(Federated Pictures)

Europe was confined within a crazy
patchwork cof natiopal boundaries,

into Land of PI

Only Revolutionary Socialism Can Open the Road to Better World

only in the stellar systems, in the
earth’s crust, organic life and man

while capitalism in America had no | himself, but even in such :acred

resistance to its development once |

it had succeeded in overthrowing
the legally constituted British au-
thorities, decimating the Indians
with liquor and bullets, robbing
Mexico of her richest areas and
smashing slavery in a bloody ecivil
war.

In the past three decades capital-
ism in America rose to new heights
because, for one reason, we escaped
the ravages of war suffered by
Lurope. Eurcpean capitalism pressed
the dagger of fascism and imperi-
alist war into its own entrails. But
how idiotic of an American capital-
ist to mock the fate of capitalism
in the continent of its bhirth. What
guarantee of immunity from a sim-
ilar fate does capitalism have on
this side of the pond?

Let’s proceed to another Marxist
tenet—one that may really shock
Mr. Teague.

Marxism believes in historical de-
velepment. It holds that evolution-
ary processes can be observed not

Fined For Spreading
Marxist Lilerature

LONDON, Nov, 4 — Bill Ains-
worth, a member of the Revolu-
tionary Communist Party (Trot-
skyist) and a delegate to the
Brimingham Trades Council, has
been fined five pounds in the
Birmingham Trades Council, has
“erime” of giving a German pri-
soner-of-war a copy of Solidar-
itat, a German-language Trot-
skyist publication. This had tak-
en place at an open meeting of
the RCP, called to protest
against the revival of anti-Se-
mitic attacks by British fascists.

The prosecutor charged that
the contents of Selidaritat would
“upset” the German POW’'s and
undermine disciplite. He espe-
cially sihgled out an RCP mani-

festo to the German working
class. ; b
-After. being fined, Bill Ains-

worth -issued a statement to the
press noting that the authorities
did nothing to stop the fascists
from addressing groups of POW's,
but’ were very worried about pro-
tecting them from the ideas of~
~Marxism and Trotskyism. He
~declared he did not feel at all
ashamed. of . demonstrating his

spheres as—economy.

It is only necessary to glance back
at the long history of the evolution
of tools, of the division of labor, o!
the rise and disappearance of vari-
ous classes to see that everv great
advanece has sooner or later becoms
cutmoded and had to give way (o
something better, more efficient,
capable of producing more.

If capitalism, like everything else
in the wuniverse, is subject to
change, what new system will it
develop into? In what ways will
the new system be superior to the
cld one? FEow can we speed the
proces)? What is the penalty for
retarding it?

The founders of Marxism, Marx
and Engels, studied the capitalist
system itself, analvzed its growth
and development and discovered
major laws cf the capitalist sys-
tem unknown before their time.
From their finding they made pre-
dictions that decisively tested the
validity of their general conclusions.
That is why Larxism is a science.

Marx and Engels discovered that
capitalism tends toward increasing
centralization of industry. This is
so clear today in the development
cf the trusts and monopolies that
a man must be truly blind not to
see it, especially one who works for
the giant c¢orporations.

Likewise inherent in capitalism
is expansion beyond mnational
boundaries. Is it possible to doubt
this in 19477 o~
LAYS THE BASIS

Capitalism itself lays the basis for
the world-trade integration and
centralization of industry. The ul-
timate end of this-development is
the eperation of world industry ac-
cerding to an over-all plan.

Is this so terrifying? Individual
Tactories today are operated accord-
ing to the plans of the owners.
Cartels extend this type of plan-
ning on an international scale. The
division' of world industry among
warring capitalist cliques gives lt

lall an anarchic character.

If you stand on the side of pro-
‘gress, the .problem of our times is
to extend planning to world-wide
proportions and to place it under
the democratic control of the pro-
ducers. In America this' would

international class -solidarity. - .

mean substituting the will and con-

;twl of the great majority of the

peop]e for the “will and Ilimited

wisdom of the few' Fords, Morgans.

A pmes

°f the Thomas-Addes-Teone
:us, where lhey have no standing
vhatcoever. Their sole role in the
.onvention has been to muddy the
raters a little, by bucking the elec-
tions strategy of the Thomas-Addes-
s2onard caucus and running a can-
lidate of their own against Reuther

n defiance of the caucus decision
0 support no candidate for presi-
ient.

TEAL ALIEN INFLUENCE

Reuther himself represents the
‘eal alien, outside influence in this
convention. Ie speaks for the pol-
lcy of the U, S. State Department.
He is aligned with the ultra-reac-
tionary power machine of the
ACTU, a direct agency of the Ciith-
olic hierarchy designed to split the
trade unions along religious lines.

In his opening speech to the con-
vention, Reuther offered no pro-
aram to solve the problems of the
auto workers. His only refm}.nce to
these problems of high *prices,
speed-up and company provoca-
tiens inspired bv the Taft Act, was
vague, high-sounding demagogy and
statistics on profits. - When it came
to a program of action, Reuther
made the harmless threat that if
Congress doesn’t “roll back prices”
‘hen the UAW would have to think
about launching a “‘fight for higher
wages.”

On rolitical action, he said mere-
'v what everyone knows, that poli-
tical action in 1948 is a “top prior-
ity issue.,” But nothing on what
tind of political action. Dead si-
lence on any concrete program.
sTRUCK NO SPARK

None of this welter of words
struck a spark in the delegates.
Only when Reuther came to his
real program—his sole program—did
1is floor machine come to life and
vhoop it up. The biggest hand he
;0t was when he called on the con-
vention to “reaffirm in clear and
mmistakeable language the policy
f the CIO when it says that the
210 resents and rejects the inter-
erence of the Communist Party."

It is unguestionable thai Reuther
has gone a long way at this con-
vention in ©onsolyiting his rule
‘nd imposing a bureaucratic
strangleheld on the UAW. But it
is likewise clear that his ruthless,
ieactionary drive is gene:nting a
sowerful and bitier opposition
ameng the UAW militants. The
‘wo days of this convention and its
ample of Reuther's rule have al-
-eady harfiencd the determinatior
of the militants to continue the
fight afier the convention.

Thomas scunded the key-note of
:his fight in his address to the

B e o

UAW Con\ientlon Swept by Red- Baiters

Thcmas-AddCa Leonard ¢ a u ¢ 1 s | ambitious role for himself as un-
meeting of some 1,000 delegates in 1. disputed ruler of the mighty UAW

the Chelsea Hotel Auditorium Sun-
day night. He was cheered to the
echo when Nhz announcad forth-
rightly that ‘‘regardless of how the
vote goes in this convention, I am
zoing to continue the fight against
cne-man rule and fo rreserve un-
ion democracy in the UAW."

He stated further that he would
not yield on the issue of the Taft-
Hartley Act, come what may. He
enunciated & program of militant
action on the wage front and
against speed-up. He scored Reu-
ther's aid to the speed-up drive of
the corporations by his “more pro-
duction’ statements.

He ridiculed Reuiher's notion
that the Republican-Democratic bi-
partisan Congress could bhe influ-
enced to “‘roll back prices.” Thomas
confegsed, “I fell for that stuff
vears ago, but mnow I've learned
better.” He stressed the need for
a “fight for higher wages now" to
defend labor’s living standards
from inflation. And he rai.ed spe-
cifically the demand for cost-of-
living bonuses automatically rising
with rising prices.

SIMILAR SPEECHES

Other leaders of the caucus, in-
cluding Addes and Leonard, are
speaking in a similar vein.

Contrasted to the free, militant
atmosphere in the Thomas-Addes-
Leonard caucus here, where red-
baiting is scorned and openly de-
nounced, is the oppressive, reaction-
ary atmosrhere that prevails in
Reuther’s caucus.

The latter is a one-man show of
adulation and back-slapping for
Reuther. There is scarcely a pra-
tense of a real program of struggle
for the auto workers. The only
thing that gets a rise is a sneering
reference to the “commies”—which
covers any worker who doesn't go
down the line 1009% with Reuther
and the Truman Doctrine.

Almost the first words of Reu-
ther’s speech to his caucus Sunday
night were the beast: “At last I'VE
gol a majority of the delegates."”
‘Then he hastily corrected himself—
“WE'VE got the majority.”

Then he pointed to his lieuten-
ants and running-mates on the
platform—Emil Mazey who is op-
pesing Addes for secretary-treasur-
er, Richard Gosser and John W.
Livingsten who are running against
Thomas and Leonard for the vice
vresidencies—and bragged: “Here's
where the pcwer will be.”

AMBITIOUS ROLE

e

on behalf of American imperialism.
But he has not reckoned with the
militant ranks.

“He may offer a red herring, but
the folks back home are looking to
the union to fight for food, cloth-
ing and shelter,” said one speaker
at the Thomas-Addes-Lecnard eau-
:us ineeting.

Those words hit the nail en the
head. The corporations are squeez-
ing down on {he auto workers. The:
cannot get their grievances settled
Soaring prices are slashing their
iving standards. Union militants
are being™ victimized, The Taft-
Hartley Act is blasting away their
‘union security and protection.®

Reuther aims to take full respon-
sibility for the leadership. He must
take the full blame if that leader-
ship fails to produce results for the
membership.

He has already shown what his
course will he—an attempt to stifle
all militant expression in the un-
ion, to repress all fighting spirit, to
retreat before the Taft-artley
forces.

REVOLT IS BREWING

The auto workers won't stand for
that very long. Underneath, in the
ranks, a revolt is brewing,

The third of the delegates who
stood up under the fire of the red-
baiters and opposed capitulation te
the Taft- -Hartley Act, are a far
truer expression of the real feelings
of the auto workers than those who
fell under the sway of Reuther's
machine. This large minorily of
tested mili‘i\nis is going back home
from this convention determined to
build a progressive force that will
have its day of reckoning with Reu-
ther's reactionary coalition in the
not distant fu.,ure

Rockefellers, du Ponts and so forth
who now rule as dictators over in-
dustry.

_ Capitalism itself, says the Marxist
dectrine, has prepared the technical
basis for a new society of bound-
iess plenty, You are well aware of
the technical possibilities, Mr.
Teague, as your book bears witness.
That is to your credit although you
are only repeating what the social
ist agitators were able to see long«
Lefore the development of electron-
ics and atomic energy. It was be
cause you emphasized the possibili-
ties bhefore us in contrast: to our;
present miserable standard of living
that I said vour book ‘“contains mas
farind riehlv peeful in indicting th
capitalist system and presenting t.h'
case for socialism.”

What prevents us from golﬂ
forward to this new world?

The Marxist answer is that the
racticnary. ruling class prevents us.
They rule industry. They dominate
the government. They stand in
the road of pregress, g
HYPNOTIZED_ BY PROFITS

These rulers are far more inter
{ested in the dividends for the last
quarter of 1947 than they are abol
the fate of humanity in the next
quarter of a century. They are
hypnotized by profits. They wo
ship profits. The “profit motive
is the central dogma cf their econ-.:
omic voodooism. That's why they
are able to prepare for World War
III with the same fatalism seen in
the samurai of Japan when they

prepare for hara-kiri,

In your book you are forced
consider the reasons for America
failure to go forward to the land.of
plenty that lies beckoning before
us. One “‘explanation” ‘you give is
lack of the rpioneer spirit. You
appeal for progressiveness—to the
monopolists!

Pleading with the ruling class
mend its ways is not novel.” In fac
there is no mistdke in politics mo
heary than that one. Its venerable
age of course does not condenm
But its ineffectiveness does.” H{s‘
‘ory has yet to tee i ruling
that deliberately abﬂlca.tes fw‘
‘Pake of progress, not to s
‘one that leads the way. 3

The past | 30 . years’ experienc
under the American capltallst cle
shows there is no ground whatso-
ever for confidence in either their
ability or  willingness to e
America into a land of plenty

In that time they have taken
in:tead, into several major depres
sions and through a catastmphle
one stuich as the world had never
before witnessed. They have plunged
us into two world wars. They have
no perspective now ouiside of :an
other depression, fi:scism and
third world slaughter that ‘may.
mean atomic annihilation.
THE PENALTY

This is the penalty for holding
back on replacing capitalism
the planned economy of socialisn

In face of this hideous reali
people like Teague still retain the
smug  corfidence {n rotting, col-
lapsing capitalism, dogmatically re-
seating the Chamber of Commerce
iitual about its being the best of a
nossible economic systems,

When America becomes a-land
dlenty under the sccialist regim
‘hat will make this possible, tech-
nicians like Teague will be able to.
olay an honorable and worthy pa.rt.:
They will receive far more recog
nition than they do today under
the big corporations, forced as the
ire Ly what they deem their per
sonal economic needs to act a.ii
write liks bhootlickers.

One more item. Teague's con-
tention about the nlleged relation-
ship between Marxism and fascism
can be read any day of the week
in the Hearst press. The h:storwul'
fact is that fascism in both Italy
and Germany was Licked by f
nance capital and represented the
most brutal form yet seen of capi-
talist dictatership. Marxism on
the contrary is the political science
developed by the working class and
its leaders, It is the polar opposite
of fascism.

The repetition of Hearst's slan-
ders abont Marxism. Mr. Teague;
along with your servile support of .
<he power trust, to cite one unsav-
ory item from your book, mark you
1s belonging to the camp of poh-
‘ical reaction.

By the way, “can you give us t.he
address of any newspapers owned
Yy your capitalist friends that would.

Je willing to print our side of the
arﬂument’

Reuther has cut out a hig and |
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“In the last historic analysis, all the problems of our planet will be decided upon
American soil. There is much in favor of the idea that from the standpoint of reveo-
lutionary order, Europe- and the East stand ahead of the United States. But a
course of events is possible in° which this order might be broken in favor of the
proletariat of the United States. .
fact that the might of American capitalism rests more and more upon a founda-
tion of world economy with its contradictions and crises, military and revolutionary.
This means that a social crisis in the United States may arrive a good deal sooner
than many think, and have a ferverish development from the beginning. Hence the
conclusion: It is necessary to prepare."

.+ We must not for a minute lose sight of the

—Leon Trotsky, 1929

When Truman called the special session of Con-

and “aid” for Europe.
we maintained was window-dressing designed to
- appease the nation-wide demand for action on sky-
_ rocketing prices.

. The preliminary reports to Congress made by
Trumah and Marshall confirm this analysis., So
far they have evaded the problem of inflation. They
have dwelt on “aid” to Europe; and their reports
show that what they mean by this is the warming

of.the “cold” war against the Soviet Union.

; These facts again point up the necessity for la-
bor to find some means of making its voice heard
and its-influence felt in Washington.

- The Socialist Workers Party has suggested
. many times that an effective way of doing this

‘would be through a CONGRESS OF LABOR—a
grass roots assembly in Washington of elected dele-
gates.from all labor organizations, CIO, AFL, Rail-
road brothérhoods and independents.

Such a body, meeting on the very doorsteps of
Wall Street’s Congress, could place heavy pressure
on that gathering of machine politicians. Repre-
senting the overwhelming majority of the people,
the Congress of Labor would voice the real senti-

When Wall Street cracks the WHip in its South

¢ but dignified.

~ Take Chile’s President, Gabriel Gonzales Videla,
~ for instance. He won office last year at the head
of a coalition cemented together by the Stalinists.
~ He stood on a “people’s platform,” one of the main
planks of which was aj pledge to oppose “imperialist
intervention” in the internal affairs of Chile.

: Videla gave three posts in his ministry to the

Stalinists as a reward for rounding up the winning
votes. They served in a decorative capacity, the
idea being to trick the Chilean labor movement into
believing it had won a big victory at the polls.

Came the Truman Doctrine with its demand on
all Wall Street’s satellite powers to “contain com-
munism.”

Videla responded by throwing the three Stalin-
ist ministers out on their ears. ‘‘Soon afterwards,”
~ reports the Nov. 8 Business Week, “he sent an
economic mission to Washington to seek financial
aid. It was under the leadership of Chilean fi-
nancier Guillermo del Pedregal. The mission came
back empty handed. Del Pedregal told the Presi-
‘dent that he'd better clean out all the Communists
if he expected help from Washington; even ap-

The most ominous threat to civil liberties yet is
the FBI plot centermg around the special’ Federal

are ‘supposed to be secret. But the red-hysteria
master-minds aren’t bothered by such trifles as the
law. News *leaks” from the Justice Department
~ were given to the press so they could help build
up the greatest “‘red” scare in U. 8. history,

The plot behind all this came to light. when O,
John Rogge, former special assistant to Attorney
General Tom Clark, revealed that the stage was be-
ing set for large scale midnight raids to round up
“reds” coincident with the opening of the special
session of Congress.

_Labor must realize the danger to it inherent in
“these governmental assaults on civil liberties.. It
,must do all in its power to expose and stop them.

Equally sinister is the stirring of fascist-like re-
pression in the New Jersey-Philadelphia area. The
history of the ‘growth of fascist gangs in Italy‘and
Ger'many make these events ring out like an alarm
bell in the night.

. .The only way to stop the organization of street
gangs which destroy the rights of working class

Truman’s Amnesty Board met in Washington
last week and, according to a Scripps-Howard re-
port, decided to recommend against restoring civil
rights to a majority of the 16,000 men convicted

~of violating the draft law during World. War II.
.. Eight hundred of them are 'still in prison. .

~ While most of the conscientious objectors have
been released from prison and work camps, they
_still have the status of “convicted criminals” and
- are denied such civil rights as the right to vote
. and hold office. According to the above cited re-
- port, the Amnesty Board “will urge President Tru-
man to deny amnesty to draft-law violators in all
“but a few cases. Those involve unusual circum-
- stances, such as a hill~bill_v farmer who honestly
~ didn’t know about the war.’

. ‘But those who did know about the war and
- refused to participate in it for religious or political
. reasons .are apparently to be denied civil rights
which are still enjoyed by the militarists, war
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gress he placed two points on the ‘agenda: inflation -
The inclusion of inflation, -

American empire, the puppets heading the so-:-.:a_l'lt_:d_ i
“republics” move with an alacrity that is anything -

Grand Jury hearing in New York. Such" fearings

The Need for a Congress “of Labior o -

ments of the great mass of voters,

i A Congress| of Labor could begin by placing on
its-agenda the same points the special session of
Wall Street's Congress is considering—inflation
and aid to Europe. !

To.solve the problem of inflation it could con-
sider two simple, practical proposals: (1) Organi-
zation of mass committees of union members, con-
sumers and farmers to exercise price control by fix-
ing price ceilings, rationing scarce necessities, con-
fiscating food and other goods hoarded for specu-
lation, and exposing fraudulent and profit-gouging
practices. (2) Expropriation and nationalization of
al] food-processing industries as a first step toward
the natignalization of all monopolies.

..On aid to Europe, the Congress of Labor could
consider: (1) Labor: supervision of all loans to
Europe to end political discrimination and stop the
diversion of funds into imperialist military ma-
chines. (2) Wthdrawal of all occupation troops so
that the peoples of Europe can work out their own
destiny free from Wall Street’s domination. By
mobilizing millions of workers to back up its de-
mands, a Congress of Labor could begin the job
of ending Wall Street’s political monopoly in
Washington.

Wall Street Cracks the Whip in Chile

proval of Chile’s application to the World Bank for
$40,000,000. depended on this.”

A' strike among the poverty-ridden Chilean
miners was seized as a pretext for spectacular ac-
tion, Videla’s secret police announced “discovery”
of a “plot” hatched in the Yugoslavian Legation.
Videla at once broke off relations with Yugaoslavia
and followed this with notice to the Soviet Em-
bassy and the Czechoslovakian Legation in Santi-
ago that_they were no longer on speaking terms
with Chile,

Troops:were ordered into the strike-bound mines.
Strikers were exiled to distant parts of the coun-
try ; scabs moved in under protection of bayonets to
replace them. A nation-wide witch-hunt was staged
with hundreds of arrests. The U. S. Navy supplied
ccal from its stores to help break the strike.

“‘Santiago now believes it will get the World
Bank loan,” explains Business Week., “There are
also reports in the capital that funds and equipment
may- be forthcoming for a petroleum refinery .
Many important U. S. businessmen have told Gon-
zales that they would invest in Chile 1f he got rid
of the Communists . . . ”

Thus country by country the Truman Dorctrme
is making the world safe—not for democracy—b_ut
for Wall Street’s investments.

Growing Assault on Civil Liberties

organizations is for the workers to organize their
own defense guards.

“The police and the courts will not protect work-
ers! organizations against storm troops. How clear-
ly is this seen in the case of the Trenton and Phil-
adelphia meetings! In both cases the meetings
were “guaranteed” by court injunctions. In both
cases the injunctions proved to be scraps of paper.
In all the cases of suppressed meetings the police
were in cahoots with the hoodlums,

The easy successes won by these reactionary
forces have encouraged them. *Starting with the
Stalinists they have now proceeded to the AVC,
whose meeting in Newark was banned by extra-
legal methods. Already they have dared tell trade
unions to whom halls can and cannot be rented.
The next step in this process is clear: Tradg union
meetings will be assaulted by fascist elements al-
lied with the police.

The labor movement must heed this alarm sig-
nal. It must.declare that it will defend the rights
of all working class organizations to meet and
speak freely. #And it must organize to defend these
rights in action,

‘Amnesty for the CO’s by Christmas

profiteers, warmongers and politicians who are

-responsible for hundreds of thousands of deaths
* and are free to lay the ground for a new war that

will kill millions more!

Defenders of the conscientious objectors are
appealmg for a presidential amnesty by Christmas
and the release of the CO’s still in jail. The labor
movement and all progressive organizations are
duty bound, in the name of defending civil liber-
ties, to support this appeal,

Truman got a lot of unwarranted favorable
publicity out of ‘the report of his Committee on
Civil Rights.

Now he should be made to do something about
civil rights to which he gives so much lip-service.
Among other things, mass pressure should be ap-
plied to force him to reject the reported recom-
mendations of his Amnesty Board and to restore
the civil rights and freedom of all CO’s by Christ-
mas. :

| HOWARD LERNER

of de Gaulle in what is de-
scribed as the ‘“American
party.”

The new CP turn is a direct re-
sult of the fact that the victory
by de Gaulle's RPF has shaken up
the whole Stalinist party the
ranks of militant workers as well
as the bureaucracy which, more
than anything else, feels the crum-
bling of its big patronage machine.
There must have been a good
deal of guestioning in the Stalinist
ranks as to how the de Gaulle
danger was permitted to arise, with
the CP occupying such powerful

. pesitions as it has since 1944. Thor-

ez therefore went into “self-criti-
eism” much sharper and more dev-
astatingly self-revealing than has
been the case in the past with such
bureaucratic comedies.

It entailed a review of Stalinist

| policy since the beginning of the
| People’s Front in 1935 and going

through the “National Front” of
the war years and the Committees
of National Liberation, The troukle
in this whole course lasting a dozen
years, Thorez declared, was that
agreements had been arrived at
only at the top; the movements
had not been based on genuine
participation of the masses.

BANKRUPTCY ADMITTED

Then, going into the resistance
moi!ament, Thorez became even
sharper: “It must be considered,”
he sald, “as a grave mistake that
we tolerate in the organization and
conduct of the resistance the same
faults which were fatal in the
People’s Front, and which were re-
vealed to be just as pernicious for
the movement of national libera-
tion. . . . The men of the reaction
regained their courage and got into
the saddle once more, . . . Today,
assembled around de Gaulle, the
reaction is pushing on its offensive
against the working class and the
Republie.”

A more clear-cut avowal of bank-
ruptey is hardly possible. Thorez
admits black on white the com-
plicity of the Stalinists in breaking
| the revolutionary upsurge of 1936
which led to the war as well as
that of 1944 which has led to the
rise of de Gaulle. But does this
devastating self-criticism mean a
real change?

NO REAL CHANGE

That it means no real change in
policy is clear. Thorez finds the
rest of the error only in the form
of organization — “agreements at

DETROIT
Which Way for the

Auto Union?

Analysis of the UAW
Convention
Speaker:

An

Chairman: Detroil SWP
Sunday, Dec. 7, 3 P.M.
6108 Linwood Ave.

danger is called for, and a new “democratic”
its Communist Party will have the determining influence.”

ed as traitors playing the game?

By T. J. Peters

Baﬁkruﬁt Policy Continued
In French CP’s New Turn

PARIS, Nov. 1 — The French municipal elections have been followed not only by
General de Gaulle’s demand for a referendum on a new constitution that would bring him
to power, but also by a sharp Stalinist “left turn,” announced by Maurice Thorez at a CP
Central Committee meeting here this week. Mass struggle to beat. back the “neo-Fascist”
government in which the "‘WQrking class and
The Sacialist Party .is denounc-

the top" — mnot in the pOIIC}' it-
self — that of class collaboration.
His solution is only an organiza-

‘tional one: broad committees must

be formed in all factories, leaders
must be elected, etc. Insofar as
policy is concerned, it is summed up
by him in the aim set: “A gov-
ernment which will
energy the Constitution and the
Republic against the RPF and all
the plotters grouped around de
Gaulle.”

In other words, the policy of
class collaboration, of the defense
of the bourgeois Republic, of Cae
Constitution which consecrates pri-
vate property and colonialism, is to
remain the same, The form is to
be changed, there are to be elected
commitiees — which the Stalinists
hope to control because of their
present great forces — but to carry
cut the same nationalist, class col-
Iaboration line.

The accent of the whole policy is
to be more than ever on chauvinism,
on “defending the national sov-
ereignty of France” this time
directed against the United States,
in accordance with the line laid
down by the Kremlin for its Bel-
erade Bureau,

In line with the deelaration of the
conference of the “Nine,” the whole
tactic prescribed by Thorez centers
around “greater orientation toward
the masses.” He quotes the Warsaw
declaration which says that the
greatest danger “for the working
class” at present is the underesti-
mation of its own forces amd the
overestimation of the forces of the
opposite camps. But, just as on
an international scale, the declara-
tion written by Kremlin spokesman
Zhdanov continues to lay stress on
the bureaucracy’s belief in “peace-
ful cohabitation between socialism
and capitalism,” Thorez continues
to lay stress in his belief in na-
tional unity.

More specifically, national unity
with the capitaiists in the moving
picture, automobile, aviation and
similar industries threatened with
American competition more directly
than others. Just as the Kremlin
policy aims to utilize the world
mass movement it seeks to unleash
in order to arrive at a compro-
mise with Wall Street, the new
policy of the French Stalinists aims
at doing the same for a compro-
mise with its own ruling class.

A WEDGE IS OPENED

But the extent to which Thorez
has gone in his “self-criticism” is
indicative of serious unrest in the
CP ranks. The worsening economic
situation drives the workers to more
decisive class struggles than the
splintered, partial strikes which the
Stalinists have felt constrained to
lead up to now. The gains made in
the strikes are heing wiped out
by raging inflation. The threat of
de Gaulle takes on a serious aspect
after the municipal elections and
brings pressure for a showdown
from the right. Thus, the new turn
of the Stalinists, despite its motiva-
tions, opens up a wedge in the pres-
ent situation which leads to the

defend with |

perspectlve of a demswe clasa battle

The proper  utilization of this
wedge, so as to make a revolution-
ary working solution possible, de-
pends upon the successful intervens
tion of a conscious vanguard, This
vanguard exists in the International
Communist Party (Trotskyist). In
the current issue of its paper, the
PCI carries a joint manifesto with
the Socialist Youth who have re-
cently broken away from the party
of Blum and Ramadier,

Entitled “On the Alert Against
Dictatorship,” ihe manifesto an-
alyzes the growing threat of the
de Gaullist danger and castigates
the .pelicies of the. reformists and
Stalinists.- It calls for the prepara-
tion of a General Strike by united
front action to beat down any at-
tempt to set up the projected Bona-
partist dictatorship, and to form a
governiment of the workers' parties
based on mass control and a posi-
tive anti- capitalist program: the
establishment of a living minimum
wage, the sliding scale of wages to
combat inflation, werkers' control of
industry,

The annual conference of the PCI,
whith meets next week, will occupy
itself more thoroughly and don-
cretely with the specific elabora-
tion of this program and the means
to bring it to the masses in the
developing showdown struggle.

Harriman and the
Housing Situation

“A forest fire licked through
woods on a seven-mile front in

southern Orange Courity (New
York) but it was diverted from

burning into the ZT,UOD-a__crc estate |
of the Secretary of Commerce, W. |

Averell Harriman. . . . Rangers said
they believed it started from embers
of a summer home which burned
earlier at Lake Sapphire in the
fifteen-mile Sterling Forest tract,
also owned by the Harriman fam-
ily.” — New York Times, Oct. 23.
Now we know why the U. S. De-
partment of Commerce is moving
heaven and earth to get the con-

‘struction intustry started on a low-

cost housing program.
available. carpenter, plumber, paint-
er, electrician is working like a
beaver to erect bungalows, apart-
ment buildings and low-rent hous-
ing projects becomes crystal clear,

. No wonder you don't see precious
building materials used to put up
night clubs, swank country water-
ing places for the rich and recrea-
tional centers for - tired business
men. ;

Harriman is worried about the
more than a few dozen buildings
on these crowded acres, and one
of them has already burned,

Besides, with all these tenement
buildings = collipsing around the
country, Harriman can't tell when
one of his town houses might cave
in.

Why every

THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY
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B WCTORY AT ARNO'I‘ #5

Before 1899 the coal fields of Pennsylvmna were 1
organized. Immigrants poured into the country and the
worked cheap. There was always a surplus of immig
labor, solicited in Europe by the coal companies, so as
keep wages down to barest living. Hours of work d
under ground were cruelly long. Fourteen hours a -
was not uncommon, thirteen, twelve. The life or limb
the miner was unprotected by any laws. Families lived
in company owned shacks that were not fit for their pigs.
Children died by the hundreds due to the ignorance and
poverty of their parents.

Often I have helped lay out for burial the babies of
the miners, and the 'mothers could scarce conceal their
relief at the little ones’ death. Another was already on
its way, destined, if a boy, for the breakers; if a girl, for
the silk mills where the other brothers and sisters' already
worked. '

The United Mine Workers decided to organize these
fields and work for human conditions for human beings.
Organizers were put to work. Whenever the spirit of the
men in the mines grew strong enough a strike was called.

In Arnot, Pennsylvania, a strike had heen going on
four or five months. The men were becoming discouraged.
The coal company sent the doctors, the school teachers, the
preachers and their wives to the homes of the miners to
get them to sign a document that they would go back

The president of the district, Mr. Wilson, and an or-
ganizer, Tom Haggerty, got despondent. The signatures
were overwhelmingly in favor of returning on Monday.

Haggerty suggested that they send for me. At Roaring
Branch, the nearest traln connection with Arnot, the
secretary of the Arnot Union, a young hoy, William Bounc-
er, met me with a horse and buggy. We drove sixteen
miles over rough mountain roads. It was biting cold. .
We got into Arnot Sunday noon and I was placed in the !
coal company’s hotel, the only hotel in town. 3

Sunday afternoon I held & meeting.” It was not as
large a gathering as those we had later but I stirred up
the poor wrefches that did come.

“You've got to take the pledge,” I said. “Rise and
pledge to stick to your brothers and the union~ t)ll the
strike's won!"”

The men shuffled their feet but the women rose, their
babies in their arms, and pledged themselves to see that
no one went to work in the morning.

“The meeting stands adjourned till ten o'clock tomor=
row morning,” I said. "“Everyone come and see that the
slaves that think to go back to their masters come along
with you.” 4

At eleven o'clock that night the housekeeper knqck
at my door and told me that I had to give up my ro
that she was told it belonged to a teacher. “It's a shame
mother,” she whispered, as she helped me into my coat. " °

I found little Bouncer sitting on guard down -in-
lobby. He took me up the mountain to a miner’s house,

“And did they put you out, Mother?"

“They did that.” '

“I told Mary they might do that,” said the minér. He
held the oil lamp with the thumb and his little finger
and I could see that the others were off. His face was
young but his body was bent over.

He insisted on my sleeping in the only hed with his
wife. At eight o'clock she came into my room, crying.

“You must get up. The sheriff is here to put us out
for keeping you. This house belongs to the Company.”

The family gathered up all their earthly belongings,
which weren't much, took down all the holy pictures, and
put them in a wagon, and they with all their neighbors
went fo the meeting. The sight of that wagon with the
sticks of furniture and the holy pictures and the children,
with the father and mother and myself walking along
through the streets turned-the tide, It made the men so
angry that they decided not to go-back that morning’ to. e
the mines. Instead they came to the meeting where they
determined not to give up the strike until they had won

Then the company tried to bring in scabs. I told the
men to stay home with the children for a change and
let the women attend to the scabs. I organized an army
of women housekeepers. On a given day they were to
bring their mops and brooms and “the army” would charge
the scabs up at the mines.

I selected as leader an Irish woman who had a most
picturesque appearance. She had slept late and her hus-
band had told her to hurry up and get inte the army.
She had grabbed a red petticoat and slipped it over a
thick cotton night gown. She wore a black stocking and
a white one. She had tied a little red fringed shawl over
her wild red hair. Her face was red and her eyes were
mad. I looked at her and felt that she could raise g
rumpus.

I said, “You lead the army up to the Drip Mouth. Take .
that tin dishpan you have with you and your hammer,
and when the scabs and the mules come up, begin to
hammer and howl. Then all of you hammer and howl
and be ready to chase the scabs with your mops a '
brooms. Don't be afraid of -anyone.”

Up the mountain side, yelling and hollering, she Ied
the women, and when the mules came up with the sca.bs
and the coal, she began. beating on the dishpan and holle;
ing and all the army joined in with her. The sheriff tappe
her ‘on the shoulder, ;

“My dear lady,” said he.
frighten them.”

She took the old tin pan and she hit him with it and
she hollered, “To hell with you and the mules!”

He fell over amd dropped into the creek. Then the
mules began to rebel against scabbing. They bucked -and
kicked the scab drivers and started off for the barn. The
scabs started running down hill, followed by the army of
women with their mops and pails and brooms,

From that day on the women kept continual watch
of the mines to see that the company did not bring in
the scabs. Every day women with brooms or mops in one
hand and babies in the other arm wrapped in little blankets,
went to the mines and watched that no one went in, And
all night long they kept Mwatch. They were heroic women.
In the long years to come the nation will pay them high
tribute for they were fighting for the advancement of a.
great country.

I held meetings throughout the surloundmg country,
The company was spending money among tie farmers,
urging them not to do anything for the miners. I went
out with an old wagon and a union mule that had gone
on strike, and a miner’s little boy for a driver. I held
meetings among the farmers and won them to the side
of the strikers.

Sometimes it was twelve or one o'clock in the morning
when I would get home, the little boy asleep on my arm
and I driving the mule, Sometimes it was several degrees
below zero. The winds whistled down the mountains and
drove the snow and sleet in our faces. My hands and feet
were often numb. We were all living on dry bread and
black coffee. I slept in.a room that never had a fire in
it and I often woke up in the morning to find snow
covering the outside covers of my bed.

The last of February the company put up a noticer
that all demands were conceded, 3

“Did you get the use of the hall for us to hold meet= Bl
ings?” asked the women. “No, we didn't ask for that” . .|

“Then the strike is on again,” said they. They got. th
hall.

I was going to leave for the central fields, and bef
I left, the union held a victory meeting in Bloosburg. The
women came for miles in a raging snow storm for that
meeting, little children trailing on their skirts, and babies
under their shawls. Many of the miners had walked miles.

:
“Remember the mules. Doh’t:.

h"‘;ﬂ“g “t‘;at";“ He; htas Only | 1t was one night of real joy and a great celebration.
a ‘teen-=mi €. OIESt;"t’rae and a| . (Repirnted by permission of Charles H. Kerr & Co., Publishers,
27,000-acre - estate. There are no Chicago, IlL)

y _-E_ e A Sl Sades e L) i'- L i'i




"THE MILITANT

The Workers' Forum columns

Workers’ Forum-

2 B

_ﬁox,.;{; James Hickman went

g his landlord. ‘He had been
D -’“homes” of workers. This
miserable attic burned up, Kkilling
four of Hickman's children.

His landlord had previously threat-

: ened, to bum him out. With this in

n;_md _I;Ilc_kman shot and killed his
landlord.

.'There is nothing unusual about a
tenement burning down and taking
Who_Lc families to their death. The
Hickman case is only one example
of;.the horrible conditions under
v,'mch the working class and op-
pressed . minoriities are forced to
live....

Js;mes Hickman is on trial for

. murder, while the real murderer,

T sdid;

]

[}

g T

' everywhere

- Hoover was the

the murderer of his children and
the potential murderer of others is
still at large. That murderer is
capitalism.-

Its weapons are firetrap tene-
ments. ... Its .victims your family.
This murderer must be stopped.

<The . working - class .and all - op-
pressed . minorities must unite and
let the wurst killer of all, capitalism,

. know that we will take no more.
| We must raise our voice so that the
' whole world can hear us.

Let us save the life of this Ne- |
| nouncerd

gro, whose fight ncw exemplifies
the fight of all oppressed people
against the capitalist
urts and the capitalist society.
Josephine Sweeney
" San, Francisco, Calif.

rked For 45 Years

iis noon shift I noticed a work- |
~up the bearings he takes care |
and go. over to a pile of bricks |
t down. He did this again in
: ﬁ xs minutes, so I went over
y him. " Because of his age and |
‘being around this plant so long, 1]
want.ed to get his idea of it all.
«John,” I asked, “how long have

E: you ‘been here?”

“Forty-five years,” he said. “I'm

al for his life, charged with

are open to the opinions of the
readers of “The Militant.,” "Let-
] ters are welcome on any subject
of interest to the workers. Keep
them short and . include youw'
name and address, Indicate if
you want your name printed.

in the attic of a firetrap like | seniority llghts A ;young man gets,

your former job and.goes thmugh
the same cycle you'did. And when ]
things slow down, you are laid off,
never to be recalled again.

There is only one genuine solu-.
tion to it all—socialism. Then you |

get out of society everything you
put into it as a worker.

All power to the new social order.’
But I don’t advocate becoming dor- |
Sell subs. to the Fourth In-

mant.
ternational, to The Militant, sell
pamphlets, talk to .all potential
leaders, drop seeds for the new so-
cial order whenever possible, to in-
dividuals or crowds. Do your sharc
so we can once and for all live
under a system where .there won't
be wars, famines and.need in your
old age.
Joe
Youngstown, Ohio

Advocates Marriage

For Church Hierarchs

Editor:

According to a recent Associated
Press dispatch the Vatican denied
that “church and state could be
‘entirely’ separate.” The Pope de-
“all totalitarianism,” said
the dispatch, which seeks “to.-make
the church submit to the state.”

If the:.Church is not supposed to
bow to-the state, then the govern-
ment and laws of any country
should not be expected to conform

| thurch.

| moral issues and the

to the desires of the Pope or any

The. contrbversy between  the

| Catholic Church and various, gov-

personal or

differences
between church and government
| laws régulating marriage and . di-
| VOr'ce,

It seems to me that what is need-
led is cooperation between the
{ church and state so as to help and
encourage every person to become
'a better human being.

What the Pope,

ernments concerns

bishops and

| priests need are wives and chil-
{dren of- their

own. Then they

getting an easier job, as I am nol | would have a better .understanding

able because of my age fo hustle
around here fast enough.”

T.asked where he was going . He
told me to a smaller mill with the
same concern where he would have
less to do.

“Well, you don’'t have to worry,”
“pecause you have been in
the company better than 40 years
and have worked prefty steady all
your life. So you must have a siz-
able bank account and could retire
ahd live moderately.”

He looked at me rather peculiar
and smiled. “I worked here way,
way back for about $12 a week, 12
hours a day, T'days a week, Living
was cheap but I couldn’t save. I

of morals,
Thus they

marriage and divorce,
would be too busy to

worry about the behavior of others.

/Anna K. Sager
. Toledo, Ohig

Holds It Is Possible

Tc Capture Machine
Of Democratic Party

Editor:

I deny that the true, honest, anti-
capitalist Socialists cannot in the
primaries capture the Democratic
Party and make it the political ma-
chine for abolishing capitalism anc
| establishing a democratic produc-

_worked here the First World War. |tion for use economy.

‘Made big money, saved a little. I
spent all of my money when Mrv.

I didn’t have a job.

" #Then I borrowed money too and
'orked on WPA. Then they called
ack. I paid all of my debt off
he ;son_n Now, I don't under-
I. make big money, $1.18 an

No can save. 1 think, ‘Born
le p00r1 "
‘geen them transfer other

prkers. to easier jobs in the past
room for youth; and this

'Then you

| Be realists.

W -it works: First they transfer '
lose department our readers?

I deny that a third party in
America would hasten -this end. 1

President because | have advocated labor third partie
|long before your party and paper

came into being, and T wasted years
of my early life in futile, weak third
parties.

That effort of mine in the Demo-
cratic primaries should have been
productive of much greater results
Be honest. Don’t -be
sinheads!

Samuel S. Shapira
Los Angeles, Calif,
Ed. Note: What's the opinion of

Calls Swamp Couple
In §13 a Week Offer

Edltor

My husband and l had anxexpe-
sience which strikingly demon-
strates the declining standard of
iving of the Ameucan workers, Be-
zause of ‘the inflation I had to take
i job and bbard out our baby for

1 while.

After long «iscussion and hesi-
tation, we ran an advertisement in
the paper: “Wanted. Housewife to
Soard 8-months- old baby, while
mother works. Week ends off, Wﬂl
pay $13 per week.”

That was more- than We could: af-
ford, but who, we wondered, could
afford to take a baby for less than
that? Milk, oranges and baby food
alone would cost the housewife
something more than $3 a week..
That left $10 a week in wages, or
52 a day. '

For two lousy dollars a day, the
housewife would have t6 do the
baby’s laundry, make the formula,
feed him and bathe him and dress

| him. She would have to train him

in  toilet habits, wean +him and
discipline: him. She would. have:to
:arry 21 pounds ' of: wiggling hu-
manity around her house and she
would have her nerves worn thin

coming a social human being.

She would have to do all of this
in addition to caring for her own
children and. going through the
>ndless grind of her daily routine.

After thinking it over, I threw
caution to the winds and bet my
qusband a chocolate cake ' that no
»ne would answer the ad. Today I
saked a chocolate cake.

The calls started coming in the
day before yesterday at 4 in the
ifternoon. I sat by the phone from
t until 8 P.M. when my husband
ook over until 10 PM. Since we
20th had to gef up at 5 m the
norning, we went to bed and shut
‘he door in order not to hear the
hone ring. g '

Our irate neighbor, who is on the
same party line, informed us the
aext day that the phone rang until
nidnight. At 6:30 the next morn-
ing it started in again and the next

strong. All in all we must have
1ad about 50 or 69 calls.

Who were these women who call-
*d snd practically begged us to
sonsider them? As they gave their
jualifications, most of them also
yave their .stories. They re all
she same. They, too, wanted to go
%0 work, but most of them had two,
‘hree or four children and-so could-
1't leave their homes.

Inflation was* eating deeper  and
leeper into their husband’s pay
shecks, and this was a way they
ould' earn a little something and
‘emain at home, There ha.d been
iickness in the family . .- . Christ-
nas was coming up . . . somehow
v other warm winter clothes for
e children had to be bought . .
nd above all, though unexpressed,
10w can we eat if things continue
fke this? Anxiety and worry was

'n every word they said and in

wery tone of wvoice.

I couldn't help thinkihg of the
ocialist state as pictured in Ed-
vard Bellamy's book Looking Back-
vard, How fantastic it will some
lay seem to look backward at to-
lay’s conditions!

M. W.

Massillon, OQhio |

Come and meet other Mllltant Reaclers at these Local Actwmes of

"THE SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY

AKRON—2nd floor, 4 S. Howard
St. Open Mon. through Friday,
3 to 5 p.n.; Saturdays 2 to 4 p.m,

BOSTON—30 Stuart St. Open Sat-
tirdays 1 pm. to 5 p.m.; Tuesdays
7:30 to 9:30 p.m.

BUFFALO—MIILlant Forum, 629
‘Main St., 2nd floor. Phone MAdi-
son 3960. Open every afternoon
except Sunday.

CHleGO—'I'I? W. Adams (corner
Halsted). Open 11 a.m. to 5 p.m,
daily, except Sunday. Phone
Dearborn 4767. Library, book-
store.

CLEVELAND — Militant Forum
‘every Sunday, 8:30 p.m. at Peck’s
Hall, 1446 E. 82nd St.. (off Wade
Park Ave.),

DETROIT — 6108 Linwood Ave,,
hone TY. 7-6267. Open Monday
ough Saturday, 12 to 5 p.m.
urrent events forum and open
house, Saturday from & p.m.

215 E. Ninth St., Flint 3,
. Open Monday through
¥, 5 to 9 pm.

ANGELES—DMilitant publish-
‘Assn., 316% W. Pico Blvd.
Open’ daily, 12 noon to 5 p.m.
Phone Richmond 4644.

" SAN PEDRO'— Militant publishirig

o TP ot

As_sn.,——looa S. Pacific, Room 214.

LYNN, Mass. — 44 Central Square,
Room 11. Discussion every Tues-
day 7:30 p.m.; open Saturdays
1-5 p.m. N v

MILWAUKEI:—Mihtant Bookshop,
608 S.! 5 St. Open evenings Mon-
day throtigh Friday, 7:30 p.m. to
9:30 p.m.

MINNEAPOLIS—10 South 4th St.,
open 10 am, to 6 pm. daily ex-
cept Sunday, Phone Main 7781
Library, bookstore. :

Sunday Forums, 3:30 p.m.

NEW HAVEN—Labor School, 855
Grand Ave., 3rd floor. Open every
Monday, 8 to 10:30 p.m.

NEWARK — 423 Springfield Ave.
Phone Blgelow 3-2574. Library and
reading room open week nights;
7-10 p.m.

Friday night forum, 8:30.

NEW YORK CITY HQ. 116 Uni-
versity Place, GR. 5-8149.

HARLEM: 103 W. 110 St. Room
23. MO. 2-1866. :

Every Thursday
sion, 8 p.m.

Open Discus-

BRONX: 1034 Prospect Ave,, 1st

floor, phone TI 2-0101.

BROOKLYN: 635 Fulton St.,
Phone ST. 3-T7433.

CHELSEA: 130 W. 23 St., phone
CH 2-9434.

OAKLAND, Cal.—For mfmmatl'on
write to P O. Box 1351.

PI-IILADELPHIA—— 1308-056 W. Gi-
rard Ave., 2nd floor, Open daily.
Friday forum, 8 p.m. Phone Stev-
enson 4-5820,

PIl‘TSBUKGH—MlB Fifth Ave., md
floor. "

Open meetmgs every lst .and

third Sundays at 3:30 pi. .
Marxist.  Study ' Class,  eyvery

Thursday 7-9 p.n. 1418 Fifth Ave.

SAN DIEGO—Headquarters 432 F
St., R. 213. Open Tuesday, Thurs-
day & Saturday, 1 to 5 pm‘
Monday, Wednesday & Friday, 7
to 9 p.m. iNe

SAN FRAN’CISCO——I'?BB Fillmore
St., 4th floor, San, Francisco 15.
Open noon, to 4: 30 p.m. except
Sunday. Phone FI 6-0410.

SEATTLE—1919% Second Ave. Open
10:30 a.m. to 2:30 pm. Mon.
through  Fri., 12 to 5 p.m. Sat.

Phone SE 0453 Library, book-
store.

Wednesdays 8 p.m. Baslc Train-
ing Class.

ST.” LOUIS—1023 N Grand Blvd.,
Room 312 Forums Fridays, T: 30—-
10 p. m, Phone Jefferson 3642

ST. PAUL—540 Cedar St.. St Paul
2, Phone  Garfield 1137. O[Jen
daily 2: 30-9 30 pam,

TACOMA, Wash. — Meetings every |

Wednesday, 8 p.m., at Odd Fellows
Hall, 6th and Fawrett. Discus~
sfons on 'current topics. For infor-
mation; writb P.O. Box 10794t (-

TOLEDO — 113 SI; Clai: St 2nd

floor. Open daily, g

YOUNGSTOWN — 115 E. Federal
Bldg., Room 302, Youngstown 3,
O. Open 11-4:30 Monday through
Saturday. Phone, 3-1355.

by an infant in the process of be-:

iay, as I fwrite this, it is still goimgI

By Rose Karsner
“'National Campaign Director

“'Response to our circular let- |’

ter to subscribers asking for
COntnhutlons to ‘the Militant
Fund 'are still coming in. The
following inspiring ‘letter tells
simply and clearly how much
The Militant is appteciated.

“Please find enclosed $5 which |
represents my._rart of _t,h_e._ expense: |
of . keeping The Militant going. |

(Qur emphagis.)

I -appreciate  very deeply the ef- i

fort and self sacrifice you people of
The Militant' must go through to
keep this paper going and alive.
You de.a wonderful job and you
are fo bz congratulated by all who
have the working class" mterest at
heart.

4T ‘regret that T am not able to
send-in a much larger amount than
above stated. I hope the campaign
will be. a great success and The
Milifant . will always be:'with'us, as
I'read it each week with great in-
terest and-always look forward -to
reeeiving' it; although some: times I
do mnot: get ‘it until the following
week ‘and cccasionally it ‘does not
get-to me-at all as it seems to get
lost in the mail. So with the great-
est admiration and respect for The
Militant and the noble people who
keep' it going T say: ~

““Happy birthday and
them. I-am smcewly vours
Martin.” !

Then we have the note from Mr,
Bleck:

“I am sending you $10. It's little
enough when one realizes the im-
portance of the task and the im-
mensity of the problems you face.”

Letters like these are very com-
forting. They help us far more
than the writers of them realizo.
Even the staunchesst fizhters need
encouragement—anyd that is what
these letters dre for us.

Garcia, of Los Angeles, writes:
“Received your appeal for funds.
Am an oldster of limited means and
what I can spare is for another
cause.,” This reader, however, is
not hestile as is the following:

“8irs, Please cancel my subscrip-
tion at once, because I'm satisfied

many of
L.

e

ilitant Fund at
With Less Then a

Branch

ST. LOUIS
Allentown-Bethlehem .
Flint
Milwaukee
Newark
Buffalo
Cleveland
Philadelphia
New York
Ozkland
Twin Cities
Youngstown
Los Angeles
. Pittsburgh

Rochester
Tacoma
Akron

Boston
San Francisco
Lynn
Seattle
Connecticut State ....
Chicago
San Diego
Toledo

Detroit
Reading
West Virginia
Mossillon-Canton

$15,000 Militant Fund

Scoreboard For

Quota Paid Percent
$ 50 $ o1 192
75 63 84
200 160 80
200 141 70
500 349 70
600 393 65
250 164 64
300 187 62
4,500 2,724 61
250 148 59
1,000 555 55
600 328 55
1,500 793 53
150 60 40
25 10 40
25 10 40
300 107 36
275 99 36
1,250 419 34
125 40 32
300 97 32
200 59 29
1,500 389 26
100 26 26
150 39 26
600 152 25
100 20 20
25 5 20
50 0 0
$7,634 51

TOTAL THROUGH NOV, 10

with our type of government and  unable to send a remittance to The

very strongly opposed to your ideas.
George Kotchish.”
FROM OUR READERS
Santora $1.25; Callender $2; Cron

$.20; Barbara $10; Crook $1; De-
cando $1; Feingold $.50; Rhoads
$1; Martin $5; Elock $10; Hernea

$1; Goosby $1.22; west $1.25; Laws
$1: Andrews $10; Pace $1; Terrell
$1; Tromm $1; Morey $1; Lapin

$1.50; Tox $1, We=bb $.50, and three
anonymous friends sent in $2.35.

H. L. of Newark sent us §3
through a friend.

Allentown Branch is the surprise
of the week. From 7% this branch
jumped in one leéap to 84%, Rob-
ert writes: “I regret that I was-

Militant Fund at an earlier date.
Enclosed find money order., We
exrect to be able to send the bal-
ance before the end of the month.”

Youngstown—M. Jones: “Enclosed
find a money order to apply on our
queta in The Militant Fund. We

hepe to be able to raise the balance,

in a few weeks.”

Seattle—Joyce: “I am confident
that we will meet our pledge in
full.”

Massillon-Canton—Mac: “We re-
gret the fact that we still have zero
on the scoreboard
Campaign, but we have had a little
financial difficulty. However, vou
may rest assured that we will have
©1009% paid.”

in the Fund|

New and renewal subscriptions
picked up in October after the sum-
mer vacation lull. The month's
total of 391 surpassed either August
or September figures. However,
even this figure falls far short of
registering the actual accomplish-
ment of the branches *in spreading
The Militant, for many thousands
of individual .copies were sold in
connection with election campaigns
and other party activities.

£

New York not only led the cities
with 62 new subs during October,
but every week sold hundreds of
single copies, mainly at Harlem
street meetings but also throughout
the city. On Nov. 1, the last Sat-
urday mght of the Harlem cam-
palgn for Robert Williams for State

Eed &

Senator, uBlew York comrades sold | with sale of tickets for its Russian :

157 copiés of The Militant, al-
though it was such a cold night
p"ople hated to take their hands

out of their pockets. At the same | last dozen subs right in the head-

time 45 pamphlets were sold and
several thousand election leaflets
were distributed.

%

Boston, with some of the liveliest

sui-getters in the country, sold 40

subs for second place. Most of
these were renewals, representing
consistent call-back work. At the
same time Beston supporters of The
Militant conducted a spirited elec-
tion campaign for Lawrence P.
Trainor for the School Board.
® & %

Milwaukee, Flint, San Francisco,
and New Haven salso sfressed re-
newal work in their subseription ac-
tivities.

L T

Reporting on Flint's last dozen
subs, Jerry Kirk said they were ob-
tained on a mobilization. “The
branch is divided into four teams.

At the moment Sid Bannon's Dead

By Ernest Germain

Oct. 18—During the second
week of Septembeér the British
Military Government ordered

This plant had been completely
reconstructed since the end of the
war. The British authorities them-
selyes had called it vitally import-
ant for the economy of the British
occupation zone.

When the workers of the Hol-
mag plant learned of the decision
to dismantle it, their factory .com-
mittee decided unanimously to re-
fuse. to collaborate in any way with
this demolition decres. All the
workers immediately went out on
strike. Foreign workers €mployved
in the plant participated solidly in
the strike. After four weeks of
struggle the strike still gees on.
British' troops have cccupied the
factory but it nas noi yet been dis-
mantled.

The action of¥the Holmag work-
| ers is of. historic importance. It
con.stltubes the first public nnd or-
gan]z,ed demon‘;tra.tlon by the. work-
ing pnpulatlon against the savage
plundering measures imposed on
vanquished Germany by the Pots-
dam agreement. The Holmag
workers have shown by l"l'.l.a action
that .a decisive change i& beginning
to take place in the psyvchelogy of
the German working class. This
working class had been paralyzed
for two years by a mood of total
impatence in the face of the over-
whelming military, economic, and
pohtlcal superiority of the occupy-
ing powers.

The greal movements of April
and May were by and large move-
ments of despair—an elementary
but ‘already organized reaction
against the famine' strangling the
reople. As against these ‘move-
ments, ‘the strike at Kiel represents
a step forward. : It is ‘an organized

expression of the fact that the poli- |

tical consciousness of the German
workers is maturing. .
EXAMPLI: BEARS FRUIT

An audacious and demonstrative

; _ | act by a small vanguard often suf-
the dismantling of the Holmag |

! plant in Kiel, Germany.

fices during a profound ecrisis to
touch off movements of unexvected
scepe. Not long after tlie action at
Kiel, the American military gov-
ernment announced the coming dis-
mantlement of a long list of fac-
turies totaling a billion dollars in
value. The complete list of these
plants has not yvet been published,
but reports indicate the stupendous
figure of 1,800 factories. (Since this
was written, 682 plants have heen
earmarked for dismantiement, with
decision siill pending on the re-
mainder—Ed.)

Encouraged by the example atl
Kiel, the German working popula-
fion is now protesting with an un-
accustomed viger. So great is the
pressure of public opinion on .the

political and f{rade union organi- |

zations,
Hamburg Federation of Trade Un-
ions and the conference of Social
Democratic functionaries in Berlin
have both taken the initiative by
condemning in publie documents all
the dismantling measures of the
Allies.

These itwo documents are hesi-
tant, timid and full of reservations:
they do not reject the policy of rep-
araticns “in principle;" thev do not
condemn the principles ¢f the Pots-
dam agreement; they say nothing
about the occupation or the dis-
memberment of the country.

But in their historic connotation
these two documents are remark-
able in their audacity. For the
first time since " 1945 German
werkers' organizations have called
into question the “right” of the
“conguerors’ 1o dispoze
please of the lives and belongings
ef -the vanquished people. Up 'to
now, this ‘‘right” has provided f.he
basis for not only all the policies |
of the four occupying powers, bglt
alsp all the activities of the legal
parties.

With the action of the Holmag

The Militant,
116 Uni\?erﬁil'y PL.,
New York 3, N. Y.

Dear Friends:

Enclosed find $. ...

The Militant will be 19 years old November 15

Send An Anniversary Gift

Insert a Coin or Pin a Bill — Mail Today!

continue your fight for a better world.

Your friend,

Folded Bill

50¢

25¢

10¢

that the president of the |

ns they |

workars;

with the appeal of the Independent
Social Democratic pariy of Berlin
for an “‘immediate moratorium on
all dismantling,” the working class
political opposition Lo the occupa-
tion, division and pillage of Ger-
many has from this point on as-
sumed an organized ferm.

The great hunger protests of
March and April, we emphasized at
that time, were only the beginning
of the awakening. The movements
taking place today are only the
first steps on the road of political
action.

The relation of forces remains
extremely uniavorable to the Ger-'
man workers. Economic stagnation
has caused & grave decrease in the
numbszr of workers actually em-
ployed in industry; class conscious-
ness is continually undermined by
demoralization and imoral degrada-
tion,

But from now on the worst lies
behind. Time begins to work in
favor of the proletariat. The sub-
jective fictor will become, here too,
the decisive factor. The Fourth In-
ternational will continue to explain
to the Geriman workers that the
struggle for each of their ecpnomic
and democratic demands, the strug-
gle for the right to live, to work

for liberty which decaying capital- |

ism can no longer guarantee them,
reaches its culmination in the
struggle against the occupation, the
dismemberment and pillage of the
country.

The awakening of the German
proletariat will be decisive when the

Twin City Forum Topic:
““Menace of Fascism’”’
“The Growing Menace of Fasc-

-. ism™ will be the subject of discus-

51011 at the Twin City Sunday
Forum on November 23 at 3:30
|pm. The meeting, known as the
“Workers' Town Meeting,” will be
held at 10 8. 4th St., Minneapolis,
and admission is free.

NEW Yom'(
Marxist Labor School
4 Monday evenings in
November and December
Beginning Nov. |7
First Series: 7:30 to 9:00 p. m.
Reconstruction Period |n
Second American

Revolution
Instructor: Charles Carsten
New York SWP Organizational
Secretury
Second Series: 9 to 10:30 p. m.

Boom—Bust Ahead?
Instructor: John G. Wright

Associate Nditor “PFouwrth
Iiternational”
£1.00 per course or 50 cents
ner session

116 University Place .

with the ensuing threat
of a general strike un the railroads; | ganizing

‘German Workers Resist Dismantling of Factories

Sub Drives Gain Ground
And Street Sales Rise

l

proletariat becomes capable of or- |

this struggle under
own_ banner, with its own methods
of action and under its own lead-
ership.

In the course of this struzgle, as
the example of Holmag hus just
strikingly demonstrated, the prolz2-
tariat will win the confidence of all
the ‘unorganized masses of the toil-
ing pcpulation and will pave the
way for the immediate struggle for
power. ’

(Translated from. the Oct. 18 is-
sue of the Belgian Trotskyist
paper, LA LUTTE OUVRIDT’L'}

Buy

News Exchange, 51 8. Main.

SWP, 8 So. Howard 5t .
La Salle Confectionery, 620 5. Main.
Kallas Cigar Store, Main & How-
ard, N.W. corner.

BOSTON
Sam's Corner,
Uptown News
Ave., Boston.
BUFFALO
N. W. corner, Main & Chippews.
Delaware Ave. & Chippewa S.E. Cor.
CAMPBELL,

Central Ave., Lynn.
Co., 254 Huntington

Eidelman's Newsstand, Wilson Ave.
near Sheet and Tube Employment
Office.

CHICAGO

Ceshinsky's Baok Store.
2760 W. Division i
Spcinlist Workers Boukshop,

T17T W. Adams

CLEVELAND

G & M. Newsstang,
perior
“Militant"”
DETROIT

“Militant” Bookshop
6108 Linwood Ave.
LOS ANGELES

31614 West Pico
near Olive St.
Downtown: NE corner
Main; 326 W. Hth 5t
Socialist Workers  Parly,
Yico Blvd., .near Olive St
Tesslers' Newsstand, 38564

Hill Strest.
Ted's Stand, P.E. Station,
97th

gth and Su-

Bookshop

Bivd.,, Room 1,

Gth  and

31614
South

103rd
and Graham.
Wryelifi's Record
Grahany

221014 Brooklyn Ave.

Hollywood : Stands  at  Hollyweod
and Cahuenga, Hollywoed and Los
Palmos.

MINNEAPOLIS

Labor Book Store10 S, 4

Shinder's News Agency
Hennepin Ave. and G6th St

Shop, neay

St

Broad & Branford PL
Broad & Academy St.
NEW BRITAIN, CONN.
Ldeal (" it-Rate, 432 Main St.
Rossi’s Store, Stanley & Church 3t
NEW HAVEN
106 Church
NEW YORK
Manhaitan, near 14th St.:
101 University PL
116 Univerzity PL

St,

42 E. l4th St

B2 E. 14th St

SE 4th Ave. and 14th St
SW 4th Ave. & 14th BSt.
NE 4th Ave. & 14th St

SW 2rd Ave. &' 14th St

9 K. l4th St

SW 2rd Ave. and 14th St

NE 6th Ave. and 14th 5t.
Near Astor Place

£ yREAC

i

ke

Gl

NEWARK
Socialist Workers Party, 423 Sprin-
field Ave.
S, W. Corner, Broad & Market.

its |

| on them.

‘The Militant’ :

| Lower East

| Manhattan, near 42nd

| PHILADELPHIA

End Kids are in the lead with 22
to their credit, followed by Jim . &
Kramer's Stump Jumpers with 13: - 7
The Ridge Runners have 8 and the
Hollow Treze Gang 3. We have our -
sights raised on 200 subs in this
campaign.'
g
Milwaukee is also holding weekly
mobilizations. Literature —-Agent ' "
Carol Andrews reported: “We are . .
contacting the pickels who were:
arrested in the AC strike.”
*

Seven of Buffalo's 12 subs were
turned in by T. D. who is “our
leading sub-getter in sieel,”' accord-
ing to Agent Charles Carlson, -

&

L

i ]

= PN
New Haven combined sub-getting

Revolution -Anniversary 1ne°t.1ng
£
Philadelphia Blanr,h sold all. its

L

quarters, most of them at a social.
That's one way to bring in the sub- ="+t
scribers instead of going out to calll

3
_Of course (of course, of course)
another sub came this week from
James W. Cennery of Kewanee.: -
That makes seven for Connery in
Octcber,

"%

OCTOBER SUBS
New York
Boston
Milwaukee
PING: ossasnasaneaes
San Francisco
aw Haven
Los Angeles
Minneapolis
CHICAED, sisvivvvneiissi
Philadelphia- ........... .
Buffalo
Newark
Qakland
Cleveland
Allentcwn
San Diego
Toledo

Loty wasasnssaen L iat
Fittsburgh
. St.-Louis
Akron
Detroit
S5t. Paul
Seattle

New Britain
Calumet
Reading
Rochaster
Tacoma
General

Here:

NE Broadway and Sth B5t.
Broadway and Astor
RBroadway and Waverly
SW Cooper Sq. and Waverly
NE Thirl Ave. and 8th 5f.
Uptown Side Astor and 8th 8L
Side
Delancey
Delanecey and Suffolk
Delancey agll Clinton
to:

SW 5th Ave. & 42nd St

S Bet. Gth & 6th Ave. & 42nd S5t
SE 6th Ave. & 42nd St

SW 6th Avenue & 42nd St

SW Tth* Ave. & 4Ind Bt
SW 8th Ave. & 42nd S5t
Manhattan, at 125th 5t.
Lenox S.W. Corner

Tth Ave. N.W. Corner
Ave, S.W. Corner
fth Ave. N.W. Corner
5t. Nicholas Ave. N.W.
St. Nicholas Ave. S.W.
Bronx:

S E. eor. Allerton  Ave.
Pl. Road.
N.W. cor.
Ave.

NE cor and Bssex
NW cor,

NW cor.

Comer

Corner
and White i

Freeman St. and Wilkins |

MN.W. covner 13th St. & Market
Tabor Forum,13038 West Girard.
Broad and Aveh.

Penn Station, 15th and Marvket
MN.E. Coraer, Broad and Race.

1843 Givard Ave.

S.E. Corner, 13th & FPilbert, .- . -
11th and Market Sts.

11th and Walnut Sts,

PITTSBURGH .
220 Federal 8t.

P. & A. Newsstand,
M. Rose, 1332 Fifth Ave.
Good Luck Shoe Reymirv, 1922 Cen-
tre Ve
PURTL‘\?\“ ORE. v
Rich’s Stand, cor. S.W. \\"lhhm&:h‘l
and S.W. Gth-Ave. ety ik
SAN DIEGO, CAL.
Grocery nl 2896 Clay St
SAN FRANCISCO -
MacDonald's Book Store, 867
Mission St.; Golden Gate * News
Agency, Bl - &rd Bt, Ban Fran-
cisco School of Social Science, 805
Grant.
SAN PEDRO
Militant Pub. Assn.,
1008 8. Pacific, Room 214,
SEATTLE
Eckert's, corner Washington St
and 1s{ Ave.; Bishop's Drug Store,
507 Jackson St.; Raymer's Book
Stove, 905-831rd  Ave.
ST. PAUL

540 Cedar St
FACOMA, WASH.
Amusement Centler,
12 Sts., on Pacific,
TOLEDO

De Luxe Hat Shop,
B & G Shee Repair,

Between 11 nnd

402 Indiana Ave,

456 Indiana’
Av
I'|\‘1'L\E‘li:€llrs Beauty 2026 Can-"
Llon.

Hirsch Newsstand, 319 St. Clair.
YOUNGSTOWN

Terrace
1947

Shop,

Confeclionery,
Jacobs Road,




biary of a Steel Worker

Revolution Is a Natural Thingj

“The Great Unwashed,” they used to call us, A
“‘many-headed monster,”’ the “mob' . . . those were
.the names given to the people in arms, the workers
on the march. The fight for
freedom, either a small one like a
strike or a great one like a rev-
oution, was called “anarchy”!

But a strike is a natural thing,
a thing like eating or drinking
or hbreathing, you feel, when
you're in one. You're on strike,
your brothers are on strike, and
even your wife and kid may take
a turn on the picket line or help out in the soup
kitchen. It‘s part of life, and the people who strike
with vou are the people you live with and work with.

And a revoiution is a natural thing t00. Forget
for a few moments that vou have ever read the news-
paper denunciations of anarchists and agitators,
We're talking about you and nie and the millions
of others just like us, kissing their wives and quarrel-
mg ‘with them, carrying black lunch pails to the
steel "plants, the shops, the mines, the flour mills
and warehouses, working ships across the oczan and
trains and trucks across the land. \

Look at it this way: Life has movad on with each
"year growing worse, each paycheck buying less of the
lthings vou need. Here and there strikes break outf,
and troops are sent in with orders to shoot to kill the
strikers, Corruption and graft in the highest branch-
es of the government bscome worse, exist almest out
in the open. You begin to feel trapped, desperate.
The life you have been living can't go on, and even
if it could, you don't want it to. You've had enough
pf it. There has to be a change.

. You're not alone, holding a minority position. No,
Slim and Johnny and Frank and all the rest of the
fellows you work with feel the same way. You falk
about pulling the pin and shutting the plant down.
Sometimes when a ladle blows up on the furnace or
. when a grinding wheel flies to pieces in the shop,
you get particularly angry. It scratches a raw sove.

By Theodore Kovalesky

All over the land it's like that. No other worker
feels much differently. The way you think is the
way they think., Not all of them read The Mi];ta.ut
like you do. No, not all, but plenty. When the paper
is banned by the government, you're awfully sore
about it . . . but you manage to get hold of it any-
how. You read it and think seriously.

Then something happens, perhaps a very little
thing, but it's the straw that breaks the camel's
back. The workers boil over, and Bethlehem, Re-
public, or Carnegie - Illinois is shut down. What
you've felt like doing they went ahead and did. And
it spreads, how it spreads! The whole town around
the struck plant shuts down. The news hits you and
the boys in your plant, the enthusiasm hits you, and
all of you pile out of the gate. You form your com-
mittees, and contact the other plants in the area.

This strike is a lot different from others you re-
member, It's so big that your strike commitiee has
to assign workers to help get food moved into town,
to keep electricity and the phone system operating,
to direct traffic.

You've made a big step, but where are you going
from there? Are you going to give the town back to
the old authorities and have the cops and troops
break the strike? It's like this all over the country.
The question is, what to do? Your strike committea
and the committees in the other towns have control
of the land. Who will rule next? You read The
Miliywmt, and it says “All power to the Council of
Workers, Farmers, and Soldiers!” And, true enough,
the soldiers have their councils too.

F'inally vour strike committece goes on record for
it, aleng with strike committees the whole country
over, So you do it . . . and what do you know! ... .
it's a revolution. Funny, it didn’t seem radical or
strange. You were for it. All the boys in the shop
were -for it. Everybecdy, almost, that you knew was
for it, and so it came to be. |

That's something like it was thirty years ago, Nov.
7, 1917, in Russia. And that’s a lot like what it will
be in America . .. but you fill in the date yourself.

Careful With Those Adjectives!

‘The Negro, trade union and liberal press last week

* went off on a literary binge over the report of the

Truman Comniittee on Civil Rights. They dug up

and used every adjective in the

dictionary; they yelled hallelujah

until they were hoarse; they hail-

-ed the dawn of a new day inr

minorities in the United States.

If you didn't know what was going

on, you would have thought the

! second emancipation had come,

t least that some zubstantial victory against Jim
had been won,

Actually, -c: -course, nothing has changed. Truman
‘has received -some 'favorable publicity. His com-
rittee has gone on record for soma good legislation,
which the Negro and labor organizations have been
demanding for decades and which both. the Demo-

atld and . Republican majorities in Congress have
vBfused to pass for decades. And that is about ail.

.. Will. Truman. force his. party to adopt this legis-
Jation and try to enact it? Then why didn't he do it
last. year when-his party was a majority in Congress?
Wil the Republicans carry out ‘the committee’s, pro-
messive proposals? Then why didn’t they do it ca.lher
this year -when they had the votes to-do it easily?
~In -other words, we have to fight- just as hard
ad before if we want legislation against Jim Crow
and we still must defeat the Jim Crow capitalist
parties if. we intend to win these laws. Anybody
ﬁ'ho doesn’t understand that is only kidding himself,

By Albert Parker

and won't be of much use in ihe bitter struggles
that lie ahead.

Almost a whole year ago, when the Truman com-
mittee was first appointed, Williem E. Bohannan
write in his column: * . . we can predict with
the greatest confidence that Truman's committee
will have no more effect than a snowball in hell.,”

That was a pretty accurate prediction, and one
we are still willing to stick by today. We urge the
readers of The Militant to remember it, and also to
remember the extravagant wishful thinking indulged
in by the liberals last week, and to check them hoth
about a year from now and see who was right.

Why are we so sure about this at a time when
so many rosy hopes are being expressed? Because
we have studied history, especially American Negro
history, and because we have tried to learn from
our own experiences in the last 15 years, and we
have come to the following conclusion: The op-
pressed and explcited never get anything from the
oppressors arid exploiters except by fighting for it.
That is why we have no confidence at all in Jim
Crow governments and parties.

The oppressors and  exploiters and their stooges
would like to have the Negro and working people
believe that the government wants to protect their
civil rights; then maybe the Negroes and workers
would stop fighting for these rights themselves. Our
job is to destroy all such illusions: Relying on the

Trumans and Tafts is like putting your head into-

the lion’s mouth.

- Reactions to an

I would like, for the benefit of The Militant’s read-
ers, to report on the typical reactions we received
from union members during the Socialist Workers
Party campaign for. Mayor, which took us on a
tour of meny union locals in San Francisco.

When I would knock at the door of a union meet-
jng, the face of the sergeant-at-arms would take
on a-pained look. I could see what he was thinking:
“What, another politician!” But in bored resigna-
tion he would present my credentials and I would
be admitted.

_ In a typicel AFL meeting there would be from
76 to 200 members, with a sprinkling of young
.people among the older ones. Offen the meeting
would be almost half-composed of women; many had
a good proportion of colored members. They would
all stand at the three raps of the gavel as I was
escorted to the rostrum. Eyebrows would raise at
the'idea of such a young man running for Mayor.

~ When I started introducing myself as a working
class candidate, active in the labor movement since
1934, T would get just a slight amount of attention.
Members lookerd bored and whispered to each other.
I would then present a brief analvsis of the causes
of ‘the rising cost of living, pinning the blame where
it belonged, on Big Business. When I would analyze
how the cost-of-living bonus would handle this prob-

By Frank Barbaria

SWP Campaign

lem, I could see an awakening interest.

By the time I had dealt with the organization
of consumer-union committees to investigate business
prices and climaxed it with the slogan of “Cpen the
Books of Big Business,” I had the undivided atten-
tion of the members. All private conversations had
stopped.

Then I launched an attack on the main task — ex-
pose the outworn policy of “reward your friends.” A
brief review of the record of these “friends” caused
several heads to nod in agreement. When I ex-
plained “the only road — labor into independent
politics,” it was plain to see that this was a novel
idea for most in the audience and that it amounted
to a full-fledged challenge to the bosses by the
workers.

No doubt, few were completely convinced by what
we had to say, but they were certainly aroused to
the point of reading our program, and thinking about
it, and talking about it. The fighting class angle
was what received their approval. There was always
a good solid hand, ard a fine response on their faces
as T walked out. Later on the outside, a few work-
ers would invariably come up to me and shake my
hand. “You were the first one who has really said
something,” was their most frequent comment, “You
sure don't pull any punches.”

Notes from the News

- SUPPORT HICKMAN The State Executive
Board of the New Jersey CIO Council last week voted
support to the defense movement for James Hick-
man of Chicago.

® ® *

ANYTHING BUT AN INDEPEN-
: DENT — Drew Pearson says Henry
Wallace is talking about backing
. Eisenhower for president next year.
But Walter Winchell says he'll back
E Truman.

: MARBLES IN MOUTH — Sen. Tait is still trying
 to explain what he meant when he said on Oect, 15:
% «The Kentucky election will reflect to a large degree

which party will elect a president in 1948, As Ken-

t.ucky goes. so largely goes the nation.”

® £ ] #

SURPRISE — Carnell Simmons was acquitted in

Baltimore for shooting a white hoodlum who tried to

: -keep him, his family and other Negroes from escap-

ing from their home after it had been set afire by

“white supremacists.”

4 @ o® %

. BUF WILL THEY VOTE? — There are over 5

: mil‘ilon Negroes old enough to vote in the South next
year‘ (out of about 7% million nationally).

* " *

ANY_'].‘HING GOES — According to the New York

City election law, a City Councilman who dies must

be i'eplaced by a member of his party from the same

borough... Tammany Hall is reported trying to get
around this after-. the death of Peter Cacchione,

Brooklyn Stalinist,

HIT ANTI-RED HYSTERIA — The House of
Bishops of the Protestant Episcopal Church warns
against anti-communist “hysteria,” declaring an “in-
quisitorial investigation of men’'s personal l}ellefs is
a threat to freedom of conscience.”

3 ® &

SHIP STRIKE ENDED — The 19-week Bethlehem
Shipyard Strike was settled last week with a 12-cent
raise, no change in seniority rules and a slight weak-
ening of vacation and grievance clauses in the
contract.

E

POLL TAXERS HELPED — The Democratic Na-
tional Committee has strengthened the Southern wing
of the party by giving four extra convention votes
to states that went Democratic in 1944,

* ' *

NO SURPRISE — The Georgia warden and four
guards who murdered eight Negro prisoners last
July were acquitted by a lily-white jury in 13 minutes.
Even if convicted, their maximum sentence would

have been one year in jail
& #* Ed

BUSINESS PICKING UP — There were 726 evie-

tions in New York City in August, last month for
which figures have been relegsed. The 83 City
Marshals, whose duties include carrying out eviction
orders, are not paid salaries but get a fee of $7.50
per eviction.

FAVOR DISCRIMINATION — The Los Angeles
City Council turned down a request for a city FEPC
by 8 to 5.
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.Condemined

declined to budge unless‘the city

demned their present apartment, and ordered them out.
Mrs. McDcnald barrlca.ded herself inside with twe children and

Her husband is about to kiss son Jimmy.

ta'z{ __Evic_tion; g

Like millions of Americans the McDonalds were _hﬁnting for '
a new home — any adequate place to bring up their nine chil-
dren. But Brooklyn housing authorities refused to wait, con-

So

got them a decent place to live.
(Federated Pictures)

Elections This Year Emp
Need for Labor Party in 194

The 1947 elections gave only a partial picture of national
political trends because they were conducted chiefly around
local issues; because they were not held in all states and be-

cause in many places the labor
attention to them. A

Nevertheless, certain conclu-
sions can be drawn: The swing
to the Republican Party, which be-
gan last year, appears to have been
checked for the time being, and
there was the beginning of a slight
middle eclass shift back to the
Democrats. This was due partly
to resentment against the more
blatant high prices program of the
GOCP. Present indications are that
next year's election will be a close
thing. !

At the same time, the CIO-PAC
and AFL  pelicy of supporting
“friendly” capitalist politicians got
a new test, and again proved its
utter bankruptcy in several im-
portant communities. Attempts at
independent political: action were
few. and were weakened in two

ways: 1. By the over-all PAC polic}r,,

which confused the workers in areas!
where independent candidates were
run. 2, By the absence of a na-
tional Labor Party which could in-
spire and give confidence to local
independent campaigns. Even so,
there were some surprises in this
field.

There were only (wo state-wide

heaped on O’Dwyer at thatt
time by ALP, Liberal Party,

Stalinist and trade union lead- |
ers, we warned that O'Dwyer’s
defense of the five cents fare would
bz short lived. )

The danger now is that O'Dwyer's
plan will bz put over without meet-
ing any organized opposition.
Neither the ALP nor the Liberal
Party has given any indication of |
organizing a fight to force a refer-
endum cn the question.

Without a struggle for a referen-
dum, their statements of opposition
to raising the fare aren’t worth the
paper thev are writien on, Unless
a gzreat movement is aroused to
halt him in his tracks, O'Dwyer
will ask the Republican legislature
in Albany to pass an amendment
to tha Rapid Transit Law which
will give power to the Board of
Transportation to raise fares with-
out submitting the question tc pop-
ular referendum. After that, state-
ments of opposition may loock gocd

Proteﬁt Trend in

New Haven Vote

Bv F. Nelson

NEW HAVEN, Nov. 10—
The two capitalist parties here
were startled by the extent of
the opposition to thenr at last
Tuesday’s election, as 20% of
the voters cast their ballots for
Alfred E. Tong, Socialist Par-
ty candidate for Mayor.

The SP, which is part of the Mc-
Levy state crganization, not con-
nected with any mnational . party,
campaigned on a program of mu-
nicipal reform, with little mention
cf the ideas of socialism. Few vot-
ers were interested in the SP as a
party; but they did use it as a
vehicle of protest against high
prices and taxes (especially the
sales tax) and anti-labor legisla-
tion.

The CIO Inaustirial Council en-
dorsed the entire Democratic ticket,
which lost to the Republican. This
doubtless confusead many workers
who would otherwise have voted for
Tong. The AFL did not endorse
candidates. The &P vote was
heaviest in the working class wards, |
although the only reference to labor
in the SP platform was for labor
representaticn on city bodies.

From the vote directed against
the two capitalist parties, it is ob-
vious that if labor had put up a
slate based on the unions and a
strong labor program, it would have
received a great response. The SP
spent less than $1,000 and had only
100 active campaigners. A Lahor
Party could have had many more '
wetivists and aroused much more !
snthusiasm. The next period w111';
tell if labor can take advantage of |
its oprortunities on the ]:aolll.l('alE
arena.

" By George Clarke

on record, hut the* strap-hangers
will shell out from two cents to a
nickel more. for each.ride. * :

Since memory- can. recall, it has
been an unwritten law of New York
pelitics that a pnlmcla.n who op-
posed the nickel fare was buying - a
ticket for oblivign. ' How - does
O'Dwyer now so blithely propo:e to
raise the fares—and. raise them
without n refépendum?..

Stories are current in the local
press that O'Dwyer secured. him-
se)f against reprisal by deals with
ALP and Liberal Party leaders. If
is reported that the ALP will not
make ‘a real fight bscause wage
raises for transit workers and mu-
nicipal employees have been cou-
rled with an increase .in the fare.
The motive of the Liberal Party is
sald to be a deal which will permit
them to cccupy the place in a coal-
ition with the Democrats from
which the ALP is being ousted.

PAVED THE ROAD

Regardless of the accuracy of
these stories, the entire past poli-
tics of the ALP and Liberal Party
leaders prepared the 1rced for
O'Dwyer to take his present posi-
tion without fear of opposition
from them. Neither party ex-
posed O'Dwyer’s cheap demagogy
during tne fare hearings last Feb-
reary.

Without a program to raise fi-
nances for city cervices by taxing
the real estate interests to the limit
and taxing stock exchange securi-
ties, the ALP and Liberal Party
leaders played directly into O'Dwy-~
er's hands. Instead they begged
him to go to Albany and get a larg-
er subsidy for the: city. O'Dwyer
readily acceded, knowing full well
that Dewey would refuse and there
would be no other apparent alter-
native than raising fare.

The same  miserable game was
played in the last election. Demo-
crats and Republicans hammered at
PR but the ALP and Libzaral Party
continued their coalition politics,
O'Dwyer was given favored treat-
ment because he personally main-
tained a position of neutrality while
every ward hesler in his party
raged up and down the city to kill
PR. Even the election results strik-
ing a terrible blow at the ALP and
Liberal Party did not force a change
in their position.

The fight to save the nickel

| fare ean only be made by spiking

O'Dwyer's plans to dispense with n
| referendum. 'This fight can only
be made by mobilizing the labor
movement of the city, by a huge
campaign’ of Ppetitions, mass mest-
ings and®*demonstrations. Speeches
by ALP legislators in Albany may
publicly clear their skirts of respon-

| sibility but only a mass movement

can make n referendum possible.’
QUIT DIRTY POLITICS

Above all, it is necessary for the
ALP and Liberal Party members to
compel their leaderships to quit
playing capitalist polll:ies This
game has already cost the working
people the loss of _PR._’ Now _the
danger is that the lc;s will be trans-

PR Defeat Followed by
Drive to Raise 5c¢ Fare

NEW YORK, Nov. lZ—Eﬁcouraged by thelr electaon \nctory over PR the Wall Street
gang has now gone into action to raise transit fares without consultmg the people

This drive is being openly and brazenly led by Mayor O’'Dwyer, who only eight months'Democrats and Republicans wher-
ago was making political capital as a champlon of the mckel fare.

Despite the lavish praise

Iated in terms of dollars and cents
throuéh higher fares. The banks
and ‘real estate ‘interests are deter-
mined- to rhake thé workers of this
city pay fthe higher fare as only
the ﬁrat of a senes of sales faxes.

In the 1ast election the ALP and
Liberal Party rolled up close to 600,-
000 votes.to save PR. Wherever
they ran- 1ndependent. candidates
their percentage of the total vote
rose. This is a tremendous power.
O'Dwyer would never dare to pro-
pose a higher fare without a ref-
erendum if he feared this nower in
the next election.

The split in the labor vote may be
used as a pretext by Liberal or ALP
politicians to abstain from a strug-
gle for the referendum. But the ar-
gument is false to the core. If one
‘'of these parties took the lead, the
other could not obstain except at
the risk of complete discreditment.

The working people of New York
are against higher fares. But with-
out organized leadership they will
not get the opportunity to express
this opposition. Without independ-
ent politics the Democratic and Re-
publican tools of the banks and
landlords < wil escape punishment
for their tax-the-poor program,

The resppnsibility rests with the
ALP and Liberal Party. They have
the power to force a referendum.
A referendum can save the mickel
fare.

SAN FRANCISCO, Nov.
ist Workers Party candidate

participated, and also marks
the first time in decades that
the city had a socialist candi-
date for Mayor.

The elections climaxed =2 bitter
three-cornered struggle between the
capitalist candidates in which few
holds were barred. Judge Elmer E.
Robinson, who used every ftrick in
the book, emerged as the victor.
MacPhee, who was backed by Mayor
Lapham and the shipping interests,
finished a poor third. The voters
were: Robinson 116,937; Havenner
101,408, and MacPhee 60,508.
CENTRAL ISSUE

‘Barbaria conducted his campalgn
around the central issue of “Build
the Independent Labor Party.” In
spite of the pressure on the labor
movement “from on top,” he was
able to aggressively bring home the
idea that now is the time to break
with the boss parties and build
labor's own political organization.
Both the AFL Union Labor Party

e

and the CIO Political Action Com-
mitbee, uhder pressure of their lead-
ers, went all-out in support of
Havenneér as a “friend of labor.”
Havenner’s sizable vote came in

+ P S S .
Ieler.:tic:ms of importance:

movement did not devote much

In Ken-
tucky the Democrats threw out the
Republican state adminjstration. In
Mississippi, Bilbo's U, S. Senate seat
was won by John C. Stennis, the
only one of the four Democratic
candidates who did not stress
“white supremacy,” although he be-
lieves in it too.

The Democrats swept the Repub-
licans out of Buffalo, Erie and Mec-
Keesport; made a clean sweep in
Pittsburgh, Gary and Warren; won
easily in Cleveland, Paterson and
the 12 biggest cities in Indiana;
and .in Reading beat the Socialist
Mayor in his fourth-term bid.

The Republicans kept control of
San Francisco, Akron and Phila-
delphia, although in the latter their
percentage dropped from 60 to 56.
They won the office of Mayor in

polled 1,654 votes in yesterday’s elections.
completed the first municipal election in which the SWP has

Youngstown, partly as a result of
| the Democrats’ determination to
concentrate on the Fourth Ward
and prevent the election of an in-
dependent labor candidate. (See
story in last week’s Militant.)

In San Francisco both the CIO
and AFL backed Rep. Havenner,
a Democratic hack with a liberal
reputation, But his Republican op-
ponent was elected. (See story on
this page.)

In Detroit the Stalinists at the
eleventh hour fcrced through the
CIO Council a motion to support
Mayor Jeffries, a capitalist politi-
cian with an unsavory anti-labor
and anti-Negro record, whom the
CIO had opposed several fimes in
the past. Jeffries lost.

‘COALITION POLITICS

In New York, the American Lanor
,Part‘.y and Liberal Party supported

ever they could, running independ-
ent candidates only where the capi-
talist parties rejected their endorse-
ment, - Coalition politics paid -off
with the defeat of the proportional
representation system of voting for
City Council, which will tend to
eliminate minority parties from
that body.

Despite the sabotage of the top
union leaders, .who -continued to
support capitalist politicians even
after passage of the Taft-Hartley
Act and have already indicated
they intend to do the same next
year, some of the 1947 campaigns
showed headway for independent
labor political action.

It is significant that where the
ALP and LP ran their cwn candi-
dates in New York City, they got
{a higher percentage than ever be-
fore. Their combined city-wide vote
was 259 of the total, or more than
last year.

In Dayton, O., the two PAC nom-
inees for City Commission, although
defeated last week after a good
showing in the primaries, polled
almost 30% of the vote.

The big surprise came in the
Chicago judicial elections, where
the Democrats ran a joint slate.
Here the Independent Progressive
Party, a new organization with little
groundwork or publicity, got 110,-
000 straight votes, or 169 of the
total cast. It carried many districts
decisively, and its top candidate
barely missed election,

Encouragmg Vote for
San Francisco SWP

5 — Frank A. Barbaria, Social-
for Mayor of San Francisco,
This successfully

+

great part through the efforts of
labor. He had no support from the
daily press which split evenly in
endorsing the other two boss candi-
dates. His opponents used every
means to blest away at Havenner's
“left-wing labor ties.”  Actually,
Havenner's program and speeches
were slanted above all to the middle
class and white-collar vote. But
instead of holding middle class sup-
port through this means, he lost
support of the more militant sec-
tions of labor.

A Democratic wheelhorse, Haven-
ner ran his campaign through the
apparatus of the party county ma-
chine. While most of his campaign
workers came from labor they were
forced to work through this Demo-
cratic machine. Thus labor emerges
from the elections without any
gains.

In discussing this poeint - Barbaria
stated: “Had labor used the effort
and funds it spent on this campaign
to build its OWN political appar-
atus, it would .be in a far better
position to defend itself as well as
| to fight for future gains. Now it

has nothing to show for all its sac-

.| gogy was used in appealing to the

hasize¢

>
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L. P. TRAINOR

4850 Votes Cast

For Trainor in

BOSTON, Nov. 10 =3
rence P. Trainor, candide
the Socialist Workers Co
tee for the Boston School
mittee, received 4,850
last Tuesday’s election.

When the returns were €
pleted, the Socialist Workers
mittee made the following s
ment to the press: “It is extre
gratifyirg to know that 4,850 wof
ers voted for a Trotskyist for (&)
School Committee. Their. vote Wi
a strict class-vote because Traix;or
was the only candidate who cam- . @
paigned. on a strictly class basis :
The capitalist press, in their num-
erous articles about the ‘electfon,
made sure that the people were
aware of Trainor's political affilia- 7
tions with the Socialist Workers
Party. e

*“Despite our meager resources, as

contrasted to the tens of thp_us-
ands of dollars spent by the capi-
talist candidates, we were ahle ;fo !
impress 4,850 workers with the. fact
that labor must vote its own class
Many times this number of. work-
ers ‘'would have. voted for 'I‘ra.fnm: 3
if we had had the . resourcea to
reach them with his message.”

This campaign was the first: elec-
toral® activity that the Somalist
Workers Party has cm‘ducted,; “in
New. England. It marks a turning
point in the SWP’s growth and ac-
tivity here. From now on the work-
ers of this section will be given'the
opportunity to vote for a genuine -
socialist party and program.

An interesting sidelight -of
election was the vote cast fo;
Stalinist, Otis Archer Hood;.
had the first place on the. b
In 1945, being the only candid
with an old Yankee name amo
a field made up of candidates
Irish descent, he received
votes through ignorance about
political affiliation. :

When he drew first place for
election, the . Stalinists “smellec
the -possibility of victory. They "
spent thousands of dollars on radio -
time, printirg, mailing -and subway
advertising. Typical Stalinist dema-

various minority groups.

Outside of these appeals his cam-
paign was no different than any of |
the capitalist candidates: that is, 4
he sobbed about the welfare of the /
school children, was against cor-
ruption, ete. He received 12,656
votes — far lower than all political
commentators expected because of
his place on the ballot.

rifices in trying to elect a “friend”
to office.” \

Barbaria carried the SWP cam-
paign into many unions, public
school meetings, consumer and civic:
groups, colleges and onto the streets
in street cornmer and waterfront @ |
meetings. :

The SWP candidate was first met |
by silence from the press, but as
the campaign unfolded, they were l
forced to make frequent mention of |
him. As. election day drew near,
he was well’known as the “Social-
ist Workers candidate who" advo-
cates a Labor Party.” His speec
were received with great inte
and in question periods his answer
were invariably met with gﬁplaﬁse.

It is estimated that Barbaris
spoke before audiences that tots
over 12,000. A 500 word state
of his program was printed in-
of the daily papers with a circ
tion of over 100,000. Each t
‘eceived an election pamphlet in
which Barbaria’s record and pro- "
iram were printed. His vote was ¢
a clear-cut conscious one-for Social- * ‘
ism and for a Labor Party. Out ]
of the rich experiences of this cam-
paign the SWP has laid the ground
for 1948 and other larger and better
campaigns.
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