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Protest Against
The Davies’ Film

Dewey-La Follette
Letter Reiterates
Commission’sVerdict

The film “Mission To Mos-
cow” is an example of the kind
of “propaganda .which falsifies
history through distortion,
omission or pure invention of

_facts,” according to a letter in
the May 9 N. Y. Times written
byJohn Dewey, noted American
educator, and Suzanne La Fol-
lette, liberal writer, who served
respectively as the chairman
and secretary of the Interna-
tional Commission of Inquiry
into the Moscow trials.

The Dewey-LaFollette
also declares:

“‘Mission To Moscow’ deals
essentially with three things:
Soviet history since January,
1937; international relations since
that time, and American history
since 1939, It falsifies all three...

“In this synthetic trial (shown
in the film) the accused confess
that their alleged crimes were
directed by Trotsky. What is
omitted is the testimony in the
actual trials to specific alleged
meetings with Trotsky abroad—
testimony immediately challenged
in the world press and con-
clusively disproved by "evidence
offered in rebuttal before the in-
ternational commission of inquiry
of which the undersigned were
respectively chairman and secre-
tary, It is not irrelevant to men-
tion here that the commission,
after painstaking investigation,
concluded that the Moscow trials
were frameups—a conclusion en-
dorsed by intelligent world
opinion at the time of its an-
nouncement.”

Five More Unions
Aid Kelly Postal

Charges Condemned
As a Frameup and
Stab at Labor’s Rights

“It is essential at this time that
labor unite for the defense of
Kelly Postal in order to hit hard
against the anti-labor forces in
the state of Minnesota. Our local
understands the situation and it
is the opinion of our membership
that the whole affair was a

" frameup and a direct stab against

labor’s democratic rights, On be-
half of the members of our
union, 1 sincerely trust that
Kelly Postal will be exonerated
of the charges, and be free to
continue his activities on behalf
of labor.”

United Steelworkers
Donate Generously

These remarks accompanied a
generous donation from Local
2431 of the United Steelworkers
of America, Chelsea, Mass., to
the Civil Rights Defense Commit-
tee which is condueting an in-
tensive campaign to defray the
legal expenses of the Kelly Postal
appeal which will be heard before
the Minnesota Supreme Court on
May 17.

Other Organizations
Give to Defense

Among the other organizations
which contributed to the Kelly
Postal defense fund during the
last week were ;the American
Youth Committee, Los Angeles,
Calif.; UAW-CIO Fisher Body
Local 45 and UAW-CIO Local
243, both of Cleveland, O.; UAW-
CIO Local 942, Detroit, Mich.;
State, County & Municipal Work-
ers of America, Minneapolis,
Minn.; Brewery Workers Local
No. 9, Wilwaukee, Wisc.

This last week was designated
ag Kelly Postal Week by the Na-
tional Office of the Civil Rights
Defense Committee, 160 Fifth
Ave,, N. Y. All friends and sup-
porters of  labor's democratic
rights are urged to send in
contributions to aid in reversing
the conviction of the militant
trade union leader, Kelly Postal.
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Natalia Trotsky
Appeals to Honest
Public Opinion

Natalia Sedov Trotsky, widow
of Leon Trotsky, last week ap-
pealed from Mexico “to all
those who hold the truth dear,
all those who refuse to assume
moral responsibility for Stalin's
crimes, to speak out in protest
against ‘Mission To Moscow,””
the Davies’ motion picture
which presents a 100% GPU
version of the Moscow trials.

Her full statement follows:

“The film ‘Mission To Moscow’
ought to have depicted the Mos-
cow trials with full and genuine
documentation and veracity; but
in reality this film merely under-
writes the lies and crude forgeries
of these trials, the most outrage-
ous in the annals of history,

“By’ terrorization, by threaten-
ing injury to the relatives and
families of the victims, Stalin ex-
torted admissions from people
whose entire lives had been de-
voted to the revolution — in par-
ticular, the admissions of the mon-
strous charge that they were in
Hitler's service. All this was per-
petrated primarily because of fear
of Leon Trotsky, his authority, his
political integrity and heroism.
It was indispensable for Stalin
to discredit IL.eon Trotsky in ad-
vance in the eyes of the masses,
to make him the target of the
dirtiest slander, before proceeding,
as Stalin later did, with the as-
sagsination. My husband, Leon
Trotsky, was murdered on August
20, 1940 by one of the agents of
Stalin’s GPU.

“The production of ‘Mission To
Moscow' was needed by Stalin in
order to present a .semblance of
justification for this vile crime.
I thought there was -one -<course
open to me: to turn to the courts
in order to lay bare the colossal
forgery of ‘Mission To Moscow,’
ite distortion of faects and of his-
tory and its abysmal slander. But
to my great disappointment, I
was informed by my attorney that
the legal code of the United
States does not provide for court
action in the case of defamation
of the dead.

"iny one cther course is left
me: to appeal to honest public
opinion. I appeal to all those
who hold the truth dear, all those
who refuse to assume moral res-
ponsibility for Stalin’s ecrimes, to
speak out in protest against ‘Mis-
sion To Moscow.' "

Earl Browder:
Strikebreaker

By MICHAEL CORT

The mine workers are now
observing a 15 day truce in
their fight with the operators,
but there is no truce in the
strike-breaking campaign of
the Stalinists. The Daily Work-
er 'is continuing its attacks
against Lewis and the mine mi-
litants; C. P. organizers are
busy organizing anti-Lewis
meetings in the mine areas;
Max Yergan of the Stalinist-
dominated National Negro
Congress is attempting to get
the 100,000 Negro miners to
scab against their white broth-
ers; and now Earl Browder
himself is stumping the coun-
try in an effort to cut off the
miners from labor support.

Browder spoke in St. Louis on
May 7, in Milwaukee on May 8 and
in Buffalo on May 11, hurling the
most vicious slander against the
miners and attempting to sow
discouragement and defeatism
throughout the labor movement.

The Browder line is the same as
the Daily Worker's which wrote
editorially on May 5, “There are
no circumstances in this war
which ecan justify a strike. . .”
Think that one over! No informed
worker doubts that it is fear of
strike action which today slows
the boss offensive against the
nnions. Should the workers follow
the Stalinist line, the unions
would be smashed within a month.
WHAT BROWDER
DEMANDS

In his St. Louls specch Browder
said that strikes would “let loose
explosions of class struggle in
America,” But the facts are that
the class struggle is going on every

(Continued on page 3)
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Mine Leaders Predict Walkout

Unless Contract Is Negotiated

DUNNE ELECTION CAMPAIGN
COMES TO SPIRITED CLOSE

—BULLETIN—

MINNEAPOLIS, May 11 (By wire) — V. R, Dunne, Social-
ist Workers Party candidate for mayor in yesterday’s primary
election, was credited with 779 votes In the first election returns.
The primary vote was the lowest in the city’s history, constituting
a decline of 27% from 1941. Dunne’s vote represents a substan-
tial percentage increase over what he received as mayoralty
candidate in 1937. He finished eighth among the ten candidates.
The incumbent Republican, Kline, and H. Humphrey were nomin-

ated for the regular election to

be held next month.

MINNEAPOLIS, Minn., May 9. — In winding up a live-
ly and spirited campaign as the Socialist Workers Party candi-

date for mayor of Minneapolis,

V. R. Dunne, at a final election

rally today challenged “the other candidates who ask for the

support of the working people

i

to state their position on the

miners’ fight. K

Speaking before an enthusias-
tic working class audience in the
Minneapolis headquarters of the
Socialist Workers Party on the
subject, “The Fighting Miners
Show the Way,” Comrade Dunne
charged that “The people’s
democratic rights are being vio-
lated every day. Witness the vi-
cious campaign launched against
the hard-pressed men in the coal
mines who fight for nothing more
than the right to a living wage.
The miners’ families are ‘ill-fed,
ill-clothed, and ill-housed.” The
coal bosses live in wasteful lux-
ury.”

Applause greeted his
declaration: ““I stand to
with the miners’ union and its
leadership against the greedy
coal operators and the people in
high places who do their bidding.”

DUNNE'’'S RECORD

The long and honorable trade
union record of the Socialist
Workers Party candidate for
mayor was recounted by Harry
DeBoer, campaign manager, in
introducing V. R. Dunne to a radio
audience on Friday, May 7.

“Since 1909 when he came fo
Minneapolis to live, Vincent Ray-
mond Dunne has been an active
worker in trade union and work-
ing class political movements,”
said DeBoer.

forceful
the end

periences in the turbulent labor
movement of the West as a mem-
ber of the Western Federation of
Miners and the Industrial Work-
ers of the World; his early em-
ployment as an express wagon
driver; the fact that he was one
of the first truck drivers on the
streets  of Minneapolis; his
victimization during the anti-
union drives at the tlme of the
First World War; his work in the
coal industry for fourteen years
and his discharge in 1931 because
“he and his co-workers were meet-
ing with increasing success in
organizing the overworked and
underpaid coal yard drivers and
laborers”  were all described.

OUTSTANDING UNION
BUILDER

Himself a pioneer of General
Drivers' Union, Local 574, and one
of those wounded in the famous
strikes of 1934, Harry DeBoer
spoke with real feeling of Dunne’s
contributions to the drivers’ move-
ment: )

“With the firm establishment

574, he hecame an organizer for
the union which he had played

ing. The mighty role of Local
574 — later Local 544 — in aid-
ing the workers of Minneapolis

Dunne’s early organizational ex-

(Continued on page 2)
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Senate Adopts
Anti-Labor Bill

Connally Bill
Passes Senate By
Overwhelming Vote

The Connally anti-strike bill,

which. if successfully enforced
would go far toward the creation
of slave labor in America, passed
the Senate on May 5 by the over-
whelming vote of 63 to 16. As
now constituted, the bill empow-
er8 the President to seize any
war plant or mine whose produc-
tion is suspended because of a
labor dispute, and fixes criminal
penalties on union leaders if
uniong strike in those plants or
mines,

Once a plant is seized by the
executive, labor relations would
be frozen, and no wage adjust-
ments would be allowed except
ordered by the WLB.
Since this anti-labor body is com-
mitted to the “Little Steel JFor-
mula,” it means: no wage in-
creases,

Moreover, ihe essence of the
bill is that all collective bargain-
ing rights would be wiped out. As
“employes of the government,”
workers would receive only those
wage and hour adjustments and
working conditions which were
handed to them hy the govern-
ment. Under such conditions it
would be impossible for unions to
function in protection of {their
members.

Should such a bill be adopted
and enforced, employers would be
able to intensify their own of-
fensives against the unions, se-
cure in the knowledge that no
matter how they violated the sign-
ed , contracts the workers would
not dare strike under pain of be-
coming “government employes,”
that is, stripped of all rights.

The bhill is now before the
House, whose Military Affairs
Committee has voted to make the

bill even more drastic.

Govt. Tries to
Head Off Militant
Action By Meager

{“Roll Call’ Move

By C. Charles

Obviously intended as a no-
tice that the wage demands of
the miners and other workers
would be denied under the pre-
text that prices are being “roll-
ed back,” the Office of Price
Administration this week an-
nounced that starting June I,
prices of seven items would be
reduced by 10%. The items in-
clude meats, butter and coffee.

The "roll back” in prices is to
be achieved through a subsidy to
the meat packers, dairies and cof-
fee Processors.

At the same time the OPA pro-
mises stricter enforcement of
price ceilings.

These promises will not succeed
in the least in changing the
workers' minds concérning. the
urgent need for wage increases to
meet the rising cost of living.

COMPLETELY INADEQUATE

First of all, the workers know

that the increases in the prices
of necessities have been far
greater than 10% on a few items.
Reductions of a cent or two on
items ‘which have increased in
price by 20 and 30 cents will not
mean much to the workers. ..
" The American Federation of La-
bor has made a study of real
prices of goods used by workers.
The AFL survey shows  that
prices of food in many cities have
inereased by over 100% since Jan-
uary 7, 1941,

And prices continue to skyrock-
et. Price increases granted hy the
OPA in February were doulle
those in the previous month (in-
creasing by 1% as against the
%% of January). On May 4,
OPA officials admitted that food
prices were “practically out of
control.” '

PAYING FOR SUBSIDIES

According *, to the OPA “roll
back” plan, the meat packers, dai-
ries and coffee processors will be
subsidized by the government to
the amount of $300,000,000, so
that the industrialists will be
able to meet increased costs with-
out cutting profits, or raising
prices, Where will this money for
the subsidies come from?

The answer is not difficult to
find. In the city of Washington,
where the OPA is planning to
maintain capitalist profits by giv-
ing huge subsidies to food corpor-
ations, Congress is now discussing
tax legislation,

In the Congressional ehambers
a tax program is being drafted
upon the basic principle that the
workers must bear heavier tax

(Continued on page 2)

Union Members Are Prepared
To Fight As Truce Nears End

War Labor Board Crisis Sharpens and
AFL, CIO Call Emergency Conferences

By Philip Blake

May 12 — A new coal stoppage can be expected
at the end of the 15-day truce on May 18 if a con-
tract is not negotiated by that time, leaders of the
United Miné Workers in several important mining
districts warned this week. .

On May 7 President Roosevelt told his press con-
ference that he regards workers in the mines which
have been taken over by the government as govern-
ment employes who have no right to strike. This

was understood as a sign of the

administration’s readiness to use

every means at its disposal to break another coal strike and to
uphold the authority of the greatly discredited War Labor Board.

But Roosevelt was answered only a few hours later when John
P. Busarello, president of District 5 of the UMW, declared that
unless an agreement covering the Appalachian mine field was
reached by midnight, May 18, “there will be no bituminous fuel

produced in this district at least.”
district board, covering the de-¥

cisive Pittsburgh area, had voted
to carry out “the traditional po-
licy of ‘no contract, no work™"”
after the truce deadline expired.

“IF THIS IS NOT DONE, . ."”

Since then a number of other
important sections of the union
have adopted the same position.
Among these was District 6 in
Ohio and the West Virginia
Panhandle, whose president, John
Owens, long known as an im-
portant lieutenant of the Lewis ad-
ministration in the union,
declared:

“We assumed when President
Roosevelt instructed the solid
fuels administrator (Ickes) to
seize the mines and operate them,
that they would negotiate wages
and conditions of employment
during the fifteen days of exten-
sion of the old agreement. If this
is not done, the miners are de-
termined to cease work.”

The union locals in Wyoming,

MINE PROFITS
ROSE IN 1943

Prosperity continues for the
mining companies.

According to the April issue
of the monthly bulletin of the
National City Bank, 30 lead-
ing coal mines received 16%
more profits in 1942 than in
1941. They got $23,980,000 in
1942 as against $20,623,000 in
the previous year, These prof-
it figures are computed after
the payment of all taxes, re-
serve funds, etc.

1t is to protect these profits
that the mine operators are
fighting the mine union, It was
to help protect these profits
that the powerful forces of the
government and the daily
press attacked the miners,

He reported that the union’s
i

Utah, Missouri, jSansas, Wash-
ington, Colorado gnd New Mexico
have also signified their intention
of not “trespassing’” on the mines
if no settlement}dis reached by
midnight-of May 18

UNION ACTION

No word has been rssued by the
UMW polidy committee since last
week when Lewis. announced the
15-day truce following:the agree-..
ment he claims was reached with
Ickes, but the position of the
union is clear nevertheless. Not
only the statements of district of-
ficials, but regretful reports in the-
capitalist press that the miners
support the Lewis policy, attest
to the fact that the miners are
ready to fight if no agreement is
reached.

This was shown also by the
prompt walkout of a number of
locals after some of the mine
operators served notice they in-
tended to fine each miher $1 for
each day they were out during
the recent strike.

And it was demonstrated again
when Tower Hill Local 7674 in
the Pittsburgh area fined 25 mem-
bers $5 each for working when
the union walked out after the
contract expired on April 30. This
was a sign of the disciplined
attitude of the union, possible
only because those’ flouting the
organization's decistons consti-
tuted a very small minority of
its members.

GOVERNMENT MOVES

Meanwhile there were many
signs that the government too was
preparing to stand fast in the
mine wage dispute.

The Connally anti-strike bill,
which was clearly aimed against
the United Mine Workers, was

(Continued on page 3)

The trade unions should unite
their forces and begin im-
mediate organization on. the
political field to combat a grow-
ing anti-labor offensive, the
Trade Union Council of the
American Labor Party stated
last week in an appeal ad-
dressed to the trade unionists
of America: The council repre-
sents over 500,000 organized
workers in New York. .

The appeal begins by noting
that “for the last six months re-
action has been riding high over
a large part of the United States.”
As a result of legislation adopted
in various states and presented {o
Congress, “the very existence af
an effective trade union move-
ment is at stake.” Tt continues;

ANTI-LABOR OFFENSIVE

“In Kansas, Colorado and Tex-
a8, in South Dakota and Arkansas,
in Idaho and Mississippi, the
anti-labor crusaders have tri-

umphed. Some of the.laws passed

in these states are drastic beyond
precedent,

“In Congress, the Hobbs bill,
which responsible labor spokes-
men have denounced for infring-
ing on labor's established rights
under federal statutes, passed the
House early last month and is
now hefore the Senate. Other
bills, even more vicious, have
been introduced and referrved to
various Congressional commit-
tees . . .

“A nation-wide conspiracy is
under way to hamstring the labor
unions and to undermine the
social achievements of the past
decade. ,

There is evidence that the so-
called Christian American Asso-
ciation, a vicious reactionary out-
fit that has been described as
just another form of the Ku Kiux
Klan. is behind the drive. Cer-
tainly the campaigi has the sup-
port of all reactionaries, labor-
haters and open-shoppers in the
country. They mean to cripple
the trade unions and they do not
scrupple to. exploit the . present

ALP Council Asks Unions To
Organize On Political Field

war emergcnéy to attain their
ends.

NO TIME TO LOSE -

“There is no time to be lost. So
far, only certain sections of the
country have been affected, but
let no one say that his state or
his community is immune. Un-
less the organized workers
throughout the country, together
with the rest of liberal-minded
citizenry, mobilize their forces to

resist the offensive of the labor- -

haters, no state, no community
will be safe . . . y

“The Trade Union Council of
the American Labor Party, rep-
resenting over 500,000 organizeéd
workers of New York State both -
AFI, and CIO, appeals to organ-
ized labor throughout the country
to take immediate action to meet
the danger that is threatening us
all. .

“The first and most essential
requirement is unity of action on-
the part of labor. As long as la-

..--(Continued on-page 2). "
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- the east coast, met in New York

. ‘that the miner’s fight, involving

* lowering the living standard, is

. and the Coal Crisis,” the Sunday

. School of Social Science completed

. the public on important questions

. the_forum -were Albert Goldman,

. G. Wright and others. The at-

" Alter case. Lahor problems, vital

‘and adjust wages and hours and

'lmion shop,
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UNIO

By Michael Cort

One ‘thousand UAW-CIO dele-
gates, representing virtually every
aireraft and automobile plant on

on May 6 for a regional con-
ference and voted support for the
miners in their struggle to Wwin
a living wage.

The resolution said:

“Whereas the miners are now
engaged in a bitter struggle for
a decent living standard, and
whereas this struggle may con-
ceivable break out into industrial
warfare of the old kind, and
where as the miners will be op-
posed in their just demands by
various anti-labor ‘forces, and the
fight against John L. Lewis ‘is.
not the issue in this particular
case, and whereas it is evident

as it does the struggle agninst

actually the fight of every work-
ing man and woman of America;
therefore 'be it resolved that the
delegates here concerned go on
record as endorsing the demands:
of the miners.”

The conference also condemned
incentive pay plans now being
‘pushed by the Stalimists.

* % B
For the first time in the stormy

100 year history of textiles in|’

New Bedford, the workers have
forced the employers to sit around
‘the colléctive bargaining table

working conditions. The Textile
‘Workers Union, CIO, has finally
backed, the New Bedford Cotton
Manufacturers Association to the
wall and fomed it to surrender a
check-off of union
dues, seniority grievance machi-
mery and pay for time lost by
shop stewards and committeemen
in adjusting grievances.

12,600 textile workers are covered
by the new pact which was
negotiated on April 30.

The national union is meeting
in convention this week in New
York City.

L

Brewster aireraft Local 365 of
the UAW-CIO, has withdrawn
from the Stalinist-dominated
Greater New York Industrial
Union. Council. The local charged
that the Counecil was more con-
cerned with “political maneuvers”
than with wages and conditions
for the workers,

Top unjon bureaugrats, with
the aid of the WLB and the em-
ployers, broke two more strikes
this week. International officers
of the International Association
of Machinists, AFL, forced strik-
ing workers at the Air Reduction

case to the WLB and return to
work. Their case was that the
WLB had failed to act on a wage
raise granted them by a referee.

Thus the WLB becomes the
Jury and the judge of its own
sins, )

The other strike was conducted
by Local 669 UAW-CIO against
Wright Aeronautical Corporation
in Paterson, N. J., and was broken.
when the striklng workers in the
magnesium foundry Wwere con-
demiied by the UAW top leaders
and informed by the employer
that they would be fired if they
did not return to work by May b.

The strike was over a cut-in
Incentive ‘bonts pay. Omce the
workers are tied to thie incentive
system, they are open to all sorts
of chisgling- !x‘om the employer
(Earl ‘Browder ‘hotwithstandiirg).

® % B

Chevrolet foremeh are now or-
ganizing under the UAW-CIO.
This news ‘was contained in the
lead story of the April 28 issue of
The Searchlight, official organ of
Local 659 in Flint.

“At the first meeting more than
two months ago only seven men
were present,” writes the paper,
“while 51 were in attendance au
the meeting held last week.”

While 51 foremen is not a large.
number, considering the size of
the Chevrolet plant, it fompares
favorably with the attendance
set at meetings of the auto work-
ers when they were first organ-:
izing.

The union is maintaining the
utmost secrecy concerning its
plans for organizing foremen,
since these men are unprotected
by union c¢ontract and employer
vengeance would fall swiftly and
gurely if their names were reveal-
ed prematurely. :

Meanwhile- Congress has al-
ready received a number of em-
ployer inspired bills aimed at
denying ‘“thie non-commissioned
officers of industry” the right of
collective bargaining.

* k%

Many industries fled to Canada
during the 1930’8 to escape union
organization (and of course to
exploit the <Canadian market).
This week another of
fugitives from union wages and
conditions was cornered by the
United Electrical, Radio aud

-Machine Workers, CIO, and. forced

to sign a contract.. Genelco, Ltd.,
a subsidiary of the General Elec-
tric Company, surrendered in
Peterboro, Ontario, on May 3.
This is the first time in the
history of Canadian GE that the
company has fully recognized a

Sales Company to submit their

union.

With last week’s lecture by
William F. Warde on “Roosevelt

Night Forum of the New York

its highly successful spring series
of lecturés on labor problems.

It was the aim of the school to
bring leading Marxist speakers to

of the day. Among the speakers at

BE. R. Frank, Felix Morrow, C.
Charles, William F, Warde, John

tendance was excellent and
reached a high point at Albert
Goldman’s lecture on the Erlich-

political issues, and the discussion
around the film “Mission To Mos-
cow” drew a new audience which
expressed a great interest in the
work of the school and signified

the intention of attending fall

New York Sunday Forum
'Ends Successful Series

sessions and future activities of
the school,

While the forum last Sunday
was the last to be scheduled in
‘the regular series, there will be
important single lectures given
during the summer.

THe ‘Winter series given by the
#chool ineltided talks on “Ameri-
can Economy at War,” by C.

‘Charles and “Colonfal Peoples and:

‘the Second World War,” by John
G. Wﬂght The Heriés on “Dialeec-
tical Materfalfsm” by Warde
a.ttraeted record ‘crowds and ex-
tended over 9 weeks.

The lecturés on “The Sovl_et
Union, 1917-1943,” given by Felix
Morrow every Wednesday evening,
will continue for two more weeks.

The New York School of ‘Social
Science will Teopen its regular
Sunday Night Forum and lecture
geries in the fall. Watch The
Militgnt for future announcements,
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IOPA Whitewashes Violations Of

Price Ceilings In Mining Areas

The Office of Price Administration on May 9 made public its official ‘report of an in-®

vestigation into the price of food in the nation’s coal mining areas.

The OPA survey of prices jn the coal fields was ordered by President Roosevelt after
John L. Lewis declared that the cost of lwmg for miners had soared to such heights as to
make it impossible for them to obtain primary necessities without wage increases.

The OPA report on the mi-®

ning areas is a whitewash of
the food companies, company
and retail stores. Released a
few days before the expiration
of the 15 day truce in the mine
dispute, the report is above all
an attempt to confuse the Amer-
ican working class as to what
is ‘going on in the ‘mining re-
gions.

The most brazen conclusion of
the OPA report is that “aectual
prices on the commodities check-
ed” average “about 5% above
ceiling prices.”

" The report further asserts that
while ‘substantial violat{ens of
OPA maximum price 1eg'u3ations
were general, food tosts were “riot
out of line with prices in nearby
cities.”

HOW THEY “INVESTIGATED”

The investigators limited them-
selves to suftveyihg stores com-
plying with OPA regulations;
they made no attempt to discover
the total (legal and illegal) price
increases since January 1941,

Furthermore, the investigators

| frankly admit in their report that

they made no attempt to actually
buy goods at the listed prices. They
arrived . at thelr conclusions .by
taking the posted list of OPA
maximum prices as ‘the real prices
and by taking the storekeeper’'s
word for it that these were the
prices actually charged the
customer.

But every ¢ohsiiiner khows thut
the OPA ceiliigs are Tiot Worth
the paper they are printed on.
The ceiling prices may be posted
all over a store, but unless the
customer is willing to pay far
above the listed prices, he or she
cannot buy any goods, This fact
seems to have escaped the. in-
vestigators.

FOR THE TIME ONLY
It likewise seems that they

made no effort to discover if the|
‘pay prices not “out of Tile”, with'

prices had been lowered simul-
taneously with the announcement
of the investigation.

The Militant’s correspSudent In
the coal fields, Art Preis, reported
last week that no sooner was the
news of an impending investiga-
tion announced than the stores
in the mining areas hurriedly
reduced prices. Even then, they

figures,

were, by the admission of the in-
Vestigators, at least 5% over legal
ceilinigs. The miners expéct that
shortly after the investigation
prices will 'be hiked up agdin,

A GIVE-AWAY

~ The staterent that prices miners,
pay are hot out of line with those,
bt nearby cities is a deid give-
aWway. For what are the prices in
nearby cities?

The AFL in a study of prices
in two typical towns, showed that
prices of food at the end of March
averaged 110% over the Jahttary,
1941 figures in C:mton. Otiio, ‘while

food and clothing Prices togetier.
| in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, averaged,

79% over the January, 1941

By the asSerfion that miners;

those in nearby cities, ‘the QPA
investigators help ‘to ‘underline
the fact that living dfandards,
not only of the- m1ﬂers,qbqt of all
workers, are béing forced down
by soaring prices and frozen
wages, Not only the miilers
should Treéceive wage increases,

but other workers as well.

Dunne Election Campaign

Comes To Spirited Close

(Continned from page 1)

and, in fact, of the entire north-
west, to obtain higher wages and
better working conditions, is well
known, To northwest workers
the record of Vincent Dunne is
completely identified with the
glorious record of Local 544.”
In describing the candidate's
active participation in working
class political movements DeBoer
gaid, “Along with his trade union
organization work, he took an
active part in organizing workers
into the revolutionary socialist
movement. Expelled from the

Stassen Leaves
Office Same Way
He Entered It

MINNEAPOLIS—One of Gov-
ernor Harold Stassen’s first acls
when he became the head of the
Minnesotga state government back
in 1938 was to maneuver past
the state legislature the notori-
ous Stassen Slave Labor Law.
This law provided for a lengthy.
waiting period before a union is
permitted to strike, and was op-
posed by the union movement,

One of Stassen’s last acts be-
fore he resigned office last month
to accept a berth in the Navy as
a commissioned officer, was to
sign, and thus enaet into law, two
more viciously anti-labor bills,

One of these S.F. 612, requires
that a vote be taken before a
strike can be called, and makes
it unlawful for one union to aid
another in 'digputes involving the
procéssing and transportation of
food, The second Stassen-backed
law is even more vicious, provid-
ing for a “labor referee” to be
appointed by the governor, with
powers to “disqualify” a wunion
from Trepresenting its member-
ship. The “referee” has the fur-
ther power to stick his nose in
all union affairs, to subpoena
witnesses, ete.

Sander Genis, state CIO presi-
dent, has publicly charged that
Stassen double-crossed the union
bureaucrats by signing the anti-
labor measures after giving his
word that he would not.

“The bill which you periitted
to become law is as damaging
to free labor as it was in its
original form when it was pro-
posed in the state senate. .. You
have let us down and we have no
way of explaining to our consti-
tuents why you as governor have
not lived up to your commit-
ments,” whined Genis,

Even the AFL Teamsters’ lead-
ers, who have zealously sought to
protect Stassen from the rank
and file workers’ hatred, speak
bitterly in the Minnesota,
Teamster about the need for labor
to “defeat those reactionaries who

pretend to represent the interest |:

of all the people” They also
threaten to challenge the latest
Stassen laws in the court.

In a parting effort to defend
his anti-labor measures Stassen
claimed that “they will promote

democracy within labor organiza-|:

tions.” This is the same Stassen

who used all the powers of his |3

office in 1941 to prevent the
Minneapolis drivers . from ex-
ercizing their democratic right to
gelect their own union.

Stassen left office as he en-
tered it — the relentless foe of
unionism, the tool of the wealthy
labor-haters in this siate and na-

tion.

Communist Party in 1929 for
demanding democracy within the
party for Leon Trotsky and his
followers, he is at present one of
the national leaders of the Ameri-
can Trotskyist movement.”

DUNNE'’S RADIO SPEECH

In his radio speech addressed
to working men and women, V.
R. Dunne declared that ‘“the
establishment of a Workers’ and
Farmers’ Government in the
United States will mean the
beginning of the end of world
capitalism and along with it the

end of imperialist war and
faseism.”

He warned that “American
open-shoppers and trade union

busters long for a system of fascist
control in this country. They
dream of a ‘Nazism without Hit-
ler'—a ‘Fascism without Mus-
solini'—a ‘Military dictatorship
without the Mikado’.”

The necesgity for independent
working class political action was
strongly stresged by Comrade
Dunrie, “It is high time that labor
challenged the Republican and
Democratic machines with its own
political party! The election  of'
representatives by a nation-wide
Labor Party would open up the
possibilities for the workers
locally and nationally to legislate
in their own interests,” he stated.

He closed his speech with a
scorching attack on the “flag-
waving profiteers who are today
attempting to wipe out the gains
made by a militant labor move-
ment.” Counterposing the SWP
election program to such an
attempt, he said:

“l stand for a rising ‘scale of
wages to meet the rising cost of
living, ‘I stand for increased
benefits to the families of men |;
in the armed forces, for hlgher
pensions for the aged and the
mothers of dependent children, for
free day nursgeries for the children
of working mothers, for an in-
crease in the appropriations of the
Education and Health

“|militant

Depart-

ments, I stand for equal pay for
equal work for women, for the

lowering of the voting age to 18,

for trade union wages and the
right of the ballot for the mem-
bers of the armed forces, for
] industrial wunions, for
democracy in the labor movement,
for an Independent Labor Party."

‘OTHER CANDIDATES

Dunne’s forthright declaration
in support of workers’ rights is in
marked contrast to the feeble
pronouncements of the so-called
labor candidates In the primary
election campaign. H. Humphrey,
the candidate endorsed by the
AFL Central Labor TUnion, is
quoted as saying, “I have not made
any commitinents to organized
labor or organized capital. I ‘am
not a stooge ‘for anyone.”

In the name of “unity,” the CIO
unions, controlled by the Stalin-
ists, had agreed in joint con-
ference with the Central Labor
Union to support Humphrey as
the labor candidate for mayor.
Only a week before the primary
election, the CIO repudiated its
former position and announced
that it was supporting ho

candidate for mayor. CIO spokes-|.

men informally ' told newspaper
reporiers that the Republican
incumbent for mayor, Marvin L.
Kline, is being favored in sorhe
CIO circles.

Out of thiz maze of confnsion
and betrayal, V. R. Dunme emerges
as the only candidate wnrthy of
the support of Minneapolis Work-
ing class voters.

The first annual conference of the
United States Student Assembly

'ended in a defeat of the Stalinists:
who attempted to take over the

.|organization, The conference was

held ‘at the YWCA ih New York
‘City oh May 7-9.

A confliet occurred between the
liberal bureaucrats who run the
organization and the

There was no real ideological con-

¥ |flict between the two groups, both |
d [of which agreed on supporting|

the war. This was demonstrated

most foreibly by the fact that|'
the |}

despite the shellacking of
Stalinists at the Conference, the

Daily Worker for May 11 hailed |
“victory for the war |

it as a
effort.”

Students, and youth in general,
will find nothing to golve their
problem in this conference which
abounded in generalizations about
a “dynamic revision of society,”
a “new America,” etc.

No really progressive and mili-
tant opinion was represented
except possibly for John TLoeb, a
delegate from California, who was
hardly able to represent a work-
ing class viewpoint. Loeb was
unable to get a resolution put
forward warning liberal and labor
groups against the Stalinists, nor
was he allowed to present a resolu-
tion, defending civil rights for
minority political parties.

Among the many redectionary
resolutions passed was one calling
John L. Lewis a “psychotic labor
leader” and bracketing him with
the anti-labor Eddie Rickenbacker
ag “discrediting labor.” When
Loeb tried to protest and defend
the mine workers, he was not.
recognized by the chairman.

| creased prices for food,

Govt. Tries to

|Head OFf Militant
Action By Meager
‘Roll Back’ Move

‘burdens, while the rich are fav-
‘ored.

The OPA subsidy w:]l merely
increase the tax burden of the
workers, At best, the workers
may ‘perhaps pay :-ﬂightly less for
a few food items, but proportion-
ately greater ‘taxes. And in all
likelihood the ‘Wworkers Wwill be
loaded mth ‘higher taxes, and
still be ‘paying current or in-
even
‘after ‘the subsidy,

VALUE OF 'OPA PROMISES

back” be realized?
could not enforce previous price
ceilings, will it be successful in
the much more difficult task of
enforeing the lower prices?
Since the OPA operates, with a
very small staff, on the basis of

‘| policies designed to defend capi-

talist profits, the answer is clear:
'the OPA cannot enforce the new
price ceilings any more than they
could enforce the old.

At the same time the eapitalist

‘|elass 18 by mo means united be-

hind the subsidy plan. A group
of capitalists, represented by the
“farm bloc” and the food proces-
gors, are against the subsidy
plan.

These dissidents figure that al-
lowing prices to rise freely is the
best way of inecreasing their prof-
its. It is this group which a few
weeks ago successfully opposed
the Farm Security Act, designed
to aid small farimers with loans.
A few months ago this group
caused the tertnination of  subsi-
dies to milk producers, which re-
sulted in an immediate jump in
milk prices.

THE PROGRAM NEEDED

The ‘workers would stumble
into a pitfall if they supported
one or ‘the ‘other group of ‘capital-
ists. Instead they should fight fo
defend their standard of-living
‘by a completely inhdependent pro-
‘gram.

The workers must first of all

fight for the rising scale of wages
‘80 that every increase in prices
will be et by &an increase in
wages. All labor should support
the miners in their present strug
gle to rafse wages in the face of
‘|increased living costs.
The workers must of course de-
mand that prices be stopped from
going up and be rolled back., But
this cannot be accompilshed by
‘the <impotent OPA.

| Instead, price control and ra-
‘timﬂng must be placed wnder the
‘¢ontrdl of ‘mass committees of un-
jons, working farmers and house-
wives — dedicated to the defense
of the people’s living standards
and opposed to all moves of Big
‘Business to maintain and increase
their profits by raising prices.
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Can the OPA's promise to “roll
If the OPA

ALP Urges

(Continued from page 1)

bor remains divided against itself,
its enemies will have an easy
time.

“Let all labor organizations,
AFL, CIO, Railway Brotherhoods
and United Mine Workers, join
hands nationally and locally in
combating this growing menace
to our common interests, to our
very existence. FLet joint c¢on-
mittees ‘be established in every
state and in every coilnmunity to
defend the labor movement a-
gainst attack and to bring the

lease of labor' hefore the public.

Here ih New York we are begin-
ning to build up such a group
in our Trade Union Council.
Something of the kind must be
developed everywhere if labor is
to have the strength to weather
the crisis.

POLITICAL ACTION NEEDED

“Labor’s enemies are carrying
their campaign to Congress and
the state leg:slaturm; Labor can
answer only through political
gction, We, trade unionists who

Unions To

Organize Politically

form the backbone of the Amer-

|ican Labor Party in the State of

New York, urge our fellow-work-
érs everywhere to unite their
forces politically into mdependent
political organizations in each
community and state, You cammt
block the plots of the labor-haters
unless vou have politieal -power,
and to have political power you
must organize. Take g tip from
us in New York where our party
has polled over 400,000 votes and
is a power to be reckoned with
in the state. Labor everywhere
can do the same or even better.

“But for that it must have unity
and organizatlion, on the political
as well as on the industrial front.

“Fellow-unionists! The time is
short. Toorrow the Colorado,
the Kansas or the Idaho law may
be adoptéd in your state. Then
it will be too late to prevent it.
The time to act is now. Unite to
defend ‘the labor movemerit @.-
gainst the reactionary offensive!

Organize vour forces politically in

‘every state and community of

this country.”

The war is entering a crucial
phase not only in the military
sense, but in the political as
well. The end of the campaign
in. North Africa places on the
order of the day for the Allied
armies the problem of knock-
ing Italy out of the war. While
the first landing in Europe may
not be in Italy itself, that coun-
try will be invaded in a not-
too-distant future. If the poli-
tical steps taken by Roosevelt
and Churchill in North Africa
proved dishearteningly strong
medicine for the liberal and
social-democratic supporters of
the war, they stand-to be sadly
cast down indeed at the poli-
cies to be pursued in Europe.

The New Leader recently sent
out a questionnaire to many
Italo-American labor leaders and
to some Italian anti-faseist re-
fugees. They were asked to answer
the questions: Are the Allies at
war with “one man,” Mussolini—
or against the entire hierarehy of
fascism—its roots and develop-
ments? How shall the leaders of
post-war Italy be chosen?- Shall
the TUnited States government
take steps to render immediate
help to the underground groups
in Ttaly?

They did
questions fto
ers, whose opimons in
matter, it would seem, count a
bit more heavily than do those of
the New Leader correspondents,
The British and U. S. governments
have already answered the ques-

not direet
the Allied

these
lead-

fighting in Italy, Mussolini. Roose-
velt has hot been quite as ous:-
spoken as his colleague, but the

necessity draw a distinction be-
tween capitalism and faseism. But
in their actions they are forced
'to deal wWwith ‘the reality that
capifalism in Ttaly and Germany
‘Was the creator ‘and 'suppdrter of
fascism. Without the brutal and
unbridled dictatorship 'of Hitler
and Mussolini, ‘capitalism in Ger-
many and earlier in Italy would
have gone under and been sup-
planted by socialism.

The roots of fascisgm are neither
‘more nor less than the roots of
capitalisin in wutter decay. Does
‘the New 'Leader mean seriously to
imply that Roosevelt and Chur-
chill desire to destroy these roots,
to crush capitalism in Ttaly? No
doubt we will be told that even
these social-democrats know
better, that what they expect is
the restoration of
capitalism. But what do they mean
by this? Italian ‘defeat in the war
will bring in its train the greatest

the New Leader suspend the class
struggle that is bound to burst
forth when Mussolini flees the
country?

The question as to whether the
U. S. government shall take steps
to help the umnderground move-
ment in Italy is laughable. Roose-
velt gave his answer in the case
of "Franced when he recognized
Giraud who refused pointblank to
have anything whatever to do with
the French Twunderground. The
Girauds, asgisted by the AlHed
armies, will make every effort,
rest assured, to suppress the
underground, the most important
gection of Wwhich includes the
labor and soclalist elements. Just
how the social-democrats can ask
for aid to the underground amd
at the same time support the idea
of policing Europe after victory,
will not be explained clearly by
them. Back of the policing of the
“new” Europe lies precisely the

aim of preventing the c]ass strug-

the

tions. Churchill said it was onlyil. : ;
one han that ihe Enilish ¥ere: But the real masters back of the

inferences are all there, plain to.

be seen.

CAPI‘I‘ALIST ROOTS

'OF FASCISM

The political strategists of
democratic capitalism ‘miust of

demoecratic

crisig in Ttalian history. How will'

THE PROBLEM OF
POST-WAR ITALY

By A. ROLAND

root and branch. The way to crush
fageism is to replace it by social-
ism.

Capitalism can be maintained
in post-war Europe only by
preventing the workers and
peasants from freely and demo-
cratically uniting to carry out
their own aims. Capitallsm can he
upheld only by using many of
those very same elements that
previously supported fascism. Hit-
ler and Mussolihi were dictators,
true enough,“but they were after
all only the ‘spokesmen for
monopoly capitalism. Churchill
and Roosevelt have no desire ta
destroy the monopoly capitaliste
of Italy. Quite the contrary, they
wish to enlist these same big
bankers and industrialists on the
side of the victorious Allies to
carry out a regime more to the
liking of the United Nations than
that of Mussolini or Hitler.

How will the leaders of post-
war Italy be chosen? Emphatically
not according to the will of the
Italian masses. They will be
chosen ‘according to how safe they
will make Italy for capitalism. It
is clear already that mnot the
slightest effort will be made to
dethrone the Italian monarchy
and substitute for it a democratic

“| republic. How could one expect

that from leaders who even
proposed (perhaps still do) to
restore to power the most reac-
tionary of all monarchies, that of
the Habshurgs? What the Allied
command proposes is to set up
o totalitarian regime based on the
‘power of armed might. Of course

‘| the worst of the fascist leaders

will be oudted, perhaps punishéd.

faseist politicians, the big finan-
ciers, will not be touched. In fict
any Ttalian who tries fo harm
these figures or ‘their system will
'finfl  himself in néed of Allied
‘ré-edtication.

Of course, these answers to ‘the
‘naive guestions of the New Léader
‘have been given on the assump-
tioh that the aims of the demo-
cratic capitalists are carried dut
in life. -There precisely lies the
worm of doubt that disturbs the
inndrds of the capitalist politidos,
Can the masses of Italy, later of
Germany, be made to submit to
their ruling class? After all, no
other runling class can be sub-
stituted for the one which led the
nation into such suffering and
defeat. Some new surface of this
ruling class will be presenteéd 'as
though it were entirely different
from the old brand, but will this
deception take? |

But the New Leader manifebts
the greatest of faith in the masses
—in words, What ‘does its support
of long-term occupation of the
fascist countries after their defeat
mean then? It means -just about
the same thing in their case as
in that of the outright capitalists,

It proves their fear and distrust .

‘of the masses of toilers. Social-
democracy shows in this way that
it knows it ‘cannot rule without
the aid of the capitalists against
the majority. For the sake of the
plums of power, social democracy
is willing to deceive the masses
and uphold ecapitalism. ‘But
capitalism ‘cannot afford to turn
to social democracy in the im-
mediate post-war period. That
would be much too dangerous, be-
cause social demoeracy would be
entirely too weak to hold back the
tide that must inevitably sweep
over Europe. All the policing in
the world will not stem this tide.
The questions 'of the New
Leader have thus been answered.
The very posing of the questions
‘shows that the social-democrats
are preparing to step from under
the responsibility of having sup-
ported the war on the basis of
aims that never existed. The war
is entering a period when the real
aims will- become -clear for all to
see.
gle and suppressing those who

want really to destroy fascism,
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Negro Struggle

We Trotskyists are seriously
concerned about the coming na-
tional conferences of the National
Association for the Advancement
of Colored People (in Detroit,
June 3-6) and of the March-On-
‘Washington Movement (in Chi-
cago, June 30-July 4) because we
recognize them to be the most
important organizations of the Ne-
‘gro people and because we ivant
to see them transformed into more
effective fighters against Jim
:Crowism, For that reason we in-
tend during the coming weeks to
devote most of this column to the
‘problems facing the delegates to
these conferences. Because the
NAACP gathering comes first, we
shall discuss it first,

Let’s open the discussion by
calling attention to a front page
editorial in last week's Pittsburgh
Courier (May 8) which takes up
the situation facing the two con-
ferences and subjects the two or-
ganizations to criticism, It is
worthwhile quoting a little from
this editorial in the most widely-
read Negro paper in the country:

“ . . it seems clear that the
whole tendency in this country is
toward a more strictly bi-racial
civilization in which colored peo-
ple will be ‘frozen’ into the Status:
of second-class citizens ahd from.
which they will be unable to
emerge,

“It is unlikely that this trend
toward bi-racialism will be less-
ened with the end of the war. On
‘the contrary, it may well be ac-
celerated until the color caste sys-
tem hecomes ‘fixed, fast and
frozen’ like the Hindu caste sys-
tem, unless it can be effectively
combatted.

“This is the problem facing our
organizations, and because Ameri-
‘can colored people are pacing the
progress of the world, the strate
determined by these two organii
tions at their coming conferences
will in large part determine the
future of the colored world.

“Under the circumstances it is
unfortunate that the leadership
of hoth these organizations seem
baffled by the tremendous prob-
lems confronting colored people.”

The editorial then lightly dis-
poses of the MOWM as ‘“vision-
ary” and its leaders as “irrespon;
sible,” declaring that the NAACP
is “saner, more constructive, more
experienced and immeasurably
larger and more powerful,” that

ievements to its credit, and iiore
than any other organization, it
has helped to definitely slow the
national trend toward that bi-ra-
cialism which will sound forever
the death knell of our aspirations.
“But the NAACP, with its self-
perpetuating board of directors,
its oligarchic structure, ifs archaic
‘administative ‘machinery, its
farcical annual meetings atid its
increasing centralization of opera-
tions, is far from being the sort
of instrumentality capable of
leading the Negro out of the
wilderness of segregation into
the gréen fields of democracy.
“Democraey must begin at home.
and the effectiveness of the NAA-
CP would be immeasurably in-

“LABOR WITH A WHITB S8KIN CAN-
NOT EMANCIPATE ITSELF WHERH

By Albert Parker
Problems Facing The NAACP Conference

chinery,

TH A BLACK SKIN 13
— KARL MARX,

tion elected by and answerable
to the rank and file membership.

“The NAACP has become a
mere protest legal aid and lob-
bying agency, and while its ach-
ievements as such have been note-
‘worthy, it has been unable by this
policy to secure a real mass mem-
bership because its appeal has not
been hroad enough. -

“In a situation crying for new
techniques, its leadership follows
the old ones. While the need is
for broad-vigioned statesmanship
which can rise above the strident
protest against obvious injustices,
tlie association too often loses it-
self in the tortuous superficiali-
ties of legalism and the wearisome
echoing of the obvious.

“Colored people want, need and
will overwhelmingly support an
agency which will attack the evil
of segregation on a broad front,
which will enlist the wide masses
of the colored people, which will
recognize the necessity of educat-
ing the masses of white and
colored people away from color-
caste thinking, which will estab-
lish and maintain alliances with
organized labor and other colored
minorities. . .”

The Courier editorial then as-
serts that it expects nothing but
talk from the MOWM conference,
“but we believe that something
can — and we hope that it will
— come out of the NAACP Detroit
meeting.

“There will be the oppoitunity
to modernize administrative ma-
to democratize control
and to work out a new strategy
capable of making some discern-
ible headway against the powerful
forces of reaction.”

If we have taken up most of
this column with a gquotation, it
is because we are in general
agreement with most of the
Courier's remarks on the NAACP,
although we disagree quite strong-
ly with its views on the March-
On-Washington Movement and its
failure to correctly estimate the
MOWM as a new organization re-
flecting the desire of the Negro
masses for ACTION and weaken-
ed by the lack of good oreanizers.

Yes, it is true that the NAACP
has a  bureaucratic setup; its
board of directors is little in
touch with the Negro masses and
is composed to a large extent of
capitalist “humanitarians” and
politicians; it follows a dull
routine and confines itself largely®
to lobbying, having little appeal
to the average Negro worker or
unionist, All this is true, just as
it is true that the NAACP has
done some good Work in a limited
field, but the Courier is wrong
when it sums it up at that. For
even if the NAACP’s administra-
tive machinery is modernized and
deriocratized (and it certainly
should be), that won't settle the
problem. You can have a demo-
cratic organization and still get
nowhere. Even more urgently
needed is a revision in the basic
policy of the NAACP—what the
Courier -calls a “new strategy”
without being able to hint what
that new strategy should be,

It is this question which we

creased if it had an administra-

corporations. Grievances have been

By William F. Warde

(The following are extracts
from a speech delivered on May 9
before the Sunday Night Forum of
the New York School of Social
Science.)

The struggle between the
miners and coal operators is
one of the critical class battles
of our day. Upon its outcome
hinges the fate of the American
labor movement in the coming
months.

Three main forces are in-
volved in this struggle. On one
side stand half a million miners
organized in the United Mine
Workers. Opposing them are
the coal operators under the
command of the U. S. Steel cor-
poration controlled by the
House of Morgan. Maneuver-
ing between these two contend-
ing class forces is the Roose-
velt administration.

Since the no-strike agreement
between Roosevelt and the CIO-
AFL leaders, all disputes between
employers and the unions have
been routed through government
agencies and settled by the War
Labor Board and similar bodies.
This surrender of the strike-
weapon and subordination ~of
organized labor to Roosevelt's
war policies have crippled the
unions and worked entirely to the
advantage of the profiteering

piled up for months, then- buried
in that graveyard of grievances.
the WLEB. The Little Steel
Formula has been used to deny
wage increases to compensate for
soaring living costs and taxes.
Militants who protested against
these conditions and the policies
that produced them have been
slandered and victimized by the
Murray-Green-Stalinist gang.

MINERS STRIKE
IN SELF-DEFENSE

This paralysis of the trade union
movement since Pearl Harbor has
been broken by the firm stand, the
stubborn struggle and fighting
solidarity of the miners in defense
of their rights. The miners were
driven to strike by the economic
consequences of the war and the
die-hard attitude of the coal
barons. “We’ll stay out,” declared
one miner’'s wife, “until hell or
prices freeze over”

Supporters of Rodsevelt's policies
in liberal and labor ecircles, while
professing sympathy for- the
miners’ grievances, oppose their{
strike action. They invoke all
kinds of reasons why the miners,
despite their just demands, should
not have walked out.

They say: “The miners should
withdraw  their demands and
sacrifice for the common war
effort.” In this, they echo Roose-
velt who has talked a lot about
“equality of sacrifice.” So far, the
miners have already sacrificed
more than most other sections- of
the population. High taxes and
prices have slashed 1into their
living standards. Roosevelt has
frozen wages, but not prices or
profits. How much more are the
miners expected to sacrifice?

If the operators have their way,
they will be pushed to the point
of starvation, and beyond. But
the miners have determined to call

Another argument: “The nation
needs production at all costs.”
Last year the miners produced
more coal than ever before in his-
tory. They are wearing themselves
out in the process. To maintain
and inecrease production, it is
essential to take care of the means
of production. The miners are the
most important factor in coal
production. The operators take
excellent care of their mine
machinery because their capital is
invested. in it. But they won't
feed, clothe and house properly
the men who use that machinery.

When the operators cried that
their costs of production had in-
creased the government promptly
granted them 25 cents a ton more.
But when the mine workers ask
for higher wages to compensate
for the rising cost of food, cloth-
ing and shelter, the operators and
their government agents refuse.

In point of fact, neither Wash-
ington mor the operators are so
much concerned with the problem
of guaranteeing coal production
as with making the miners and
workers pay the costs of the war
while guaranteeing profits to the
eoal operators and all capitalists.

OPERATORS FORCE
STRIKE

“This is no time to strike,”
argue the false “friends” of the
miners. They choose to ignore the
fact that the operators, not the
UMW, precipitated the strike by
sabotaging the negotiations. When
the operators sat back, offered
nothing to the miners, and then

them back to conclude a settle-
ment with the miners? No. he
welcomed them to Washington
and placed the machinery of the
WLB at their digposal.

But when the miners were
driven as a last resort to walk out
of the mines, Roosevelt ordered
them back to work, He treats the
operators with consideration and
the miners with commands.

In war or in peace, a sirike is
never timely so far as the bosses
and their spokesmen are con-
cerned, If the miners were to wait
until ecapitalists approved their
acting in self-defense, they would
wait forever.

By their militant action the
miners have reasserted the inde-
pendence of orgdnized labor. They
have breached the fortifications
Roosevelt has erected around the
WLB and his wage and job-
freezing edicts, to ;prevent the
workers from obtaining any wage-
increases. They are waging a
magnificent battle but they have
not yet scored a decisive victory.

LABOR BACKS MINERS

Already their fight has inspired
workers the country over. This is
evidenced by the important UAW
conferences held in the past two
weeks where one delegate after
another rose to castigate their
own cowardly Ileaders and to
praise the miners.

Roosevelt counted on isolating
the miners, from the rest of the
labor movement, and smashing his
enemy, Lewis, and the UMW. The
opposite has taken place. Despite

walked out, did Roosevelt order

the ambiguous and even strike-

essons Of The Coal Crisis

breaking attitude of certain AFL
and CIO officials, the bulk of rank
and file unionists support the
miners. Thanks to his aggressive
and independent policies, Lewis
has done much to rehabilitate his
reputation.

-This represents the first big
break of a sizeable section of or-
ganized labor with Roosevelt and
his domestic war policies, This is a
political event of tremendous im-
portance. Whatever John L. Lewis
may do, it paves the way for the
political independence of labor and
a break from the Republican and
Democratic capitalist parties. How
much stronger the position of the
miners would be if they had their
own labor 1'eprése11tal;ives in Con-
gress to plead their case and to
stop the flood of anti-labor and
anti-strike legislation!

The miners deserve the support
of every progressive worker and
friend of labor. Should the miners
be heaten down, the entire lahor
movement will suffer, The bosses
will hold high holiday. The his.
tory of capital-labor relations in
the pre-war years will be reversed.
Just as the growth of the UAW
gave direct impetus and material
support to industrial unionism
and the CIO, so a defeat of the
miners would give Big Business
the green light to crush, if they
can, every powerful union in in-
dustry.

* If the miners win, every work-
er stands to gain. The miners
are fighting for all of American
labor, They are the shock-troops
in today’s srtuggle with the

bosses.

(Continuéd from page 1)

adopted by the Senate, with the
support of most of the adminis-
tration’s followers.

The OPA announced that it
would “roll back” the prices of a
few food items, an ineffectual
gesture whose main purpose was
to confuse the miners and divert
them from the struggle for higher
wages to meet the rising cost of
living,

OPA officials issued a state-
men¥ on price violations in the.
mining areas which sought to
prove that prices in ‘those areas
are no higher than in other
places — an indication that the
administration does not recognize
the justice of the miners’ demand
for wage raises, (See article on
page 2).

A WLB panel continued to hold,
in the absence of UMW represen-
tatives, hearings on the mine
dispute. The progress of the hear-
ings by this week showed there
was little chance of a decision by
the WLB itself by May 18.

(A N. Y. Times report this
morning asserted that there was
a possibility of a contract being
worked out between the anthracite
operators and the umion, and
declared that this might persuade
the WLB panel to offer some con-
cessions to the UMW before May
18. It is reported that the labor
members of the WLB are ready

a halt here and now. They want
to see the operators do a little
sacrificing for a change and cough

shall. discuss next week,

up a bhit of their swollen profits.

EARL BROWDER: STRIKEBREAKER

(Continued from page 1)

day in the form of wage cuts,
firing of unionists, chiseling on
contracts, etec. What Browder
demands is that the workers do
not defend themselves, that they
passively accept the status of
slave labor.

Trying to frighten labor into
submission, Browder warns, “The
most reactionary employers . . .,
(are) eagerly waiting the oppor-
tunity ... to permanently ecripple
the trade unions.” Of course! In
war time the employers are
greatly emboldened and attack
upon the slightest pretext. And
every retreat on the part of the
workers is interpreted as a sign
of weakness and calls forth
redoubled blows against them.

But the workers will not escape
these blows by an ostrich-like
ignoring of the enemy; they will
escape them and preserve their
unions only by the most militant
and resolute self defense.

Still singing the tune of more-

labor-leaders Browder charges that
the discrediting of the WLB was
due largely to sabotage by Lewis
and Reuther. These boards have
sagged to the breaking point under
the weight of their own crimes
against labor, It is the outraged
rank and file unionists who are
demanding that their officials
resign from these hodies—and
none too soon,

LABOR'S “FRIENDS”

Browder pretends to see nothing
Jbut  treason in the workers’
resistance to these anti-union
boards. His cynical line contains
no condemnation of the employers
who created and packed the boards
—only venomoug outbursts against
the workers for vrefusing to
permit any further slashes in their
living standards.

Browder pleads for faith in
Roosevelt. The Roosevelt myth
was ‘worn thin under the blows
suffered by the workers at the
hands of this “friend of labor,”
but Browder still tries to put thjs
myth over.

posts - on - government -boards-for-

“Labor cannot remedy the weak-

ness of the administration by
joining its enemies to destroy -it,”
he says. “But labor ecan remedy
these weaknesses if it resolutely
condemns the use of strikes or
strike threats. . ."”

Browder unintentionally lets
slip an important truth here.
Should labor surrender the strike
weapon, the administration would
unquestionably be strengthened—
so. would the entire capitalist
class, and so would the native
fascists, friends of Jim Crow, etc.
This is Browder’s real task: to
strengthen the administration by
rendering labor prostrate, and to
palm all this off as labor helping
out its friend.

The workers from coast to coast
are beginning to understand just
what sort of friends they have in
Washington, and they are now
turning from them toward depen-
dence upon their own strength
and their own independent or-
ganizations, It will ‘take more

than Browder's speeches to make
black appear as white, and
enemies as friends.
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to vote for portal-to-portal pay,
but what the Board as a whole
would do it is impossible to state
at this time.)

It is well-known that an im-
portant section of the adminis-
tration is opposed to offering any
concessions to the miners and is
seeking the opportunity for a
finished fight with theUMW lead-
ership. Whether this group will
have its way, or whether the ad-
ministration will seek to settle
the fight somehow before it
spreads to other sections of the
union movement, remains to be
seen. At any rate, the union has
made clear its readiness to meet
any fight forced upon it.
Roosevelt thought that by his
“hold-the-line” order he would
close the question of workers’
conditions. He felt assured of the
loyalty (or subservience) of the
Green-Murray-Stalinist leadership

he expected to effectively and con-
clusively isolate and finish Lewis
as a leader of the labor movement.
But Roosevelt’s “hold-the-line”
order literally stirred up a
hornet’s nest. It did not cause the
present labor erisis, but it brought
it to a head.

For one thing, he did not ex-
pect the overwhelming support
for the miners voiced by wide

sections of the AFL and CIO

ranks, which was expressed
again, for example, when the
eastern repional conference of

the UAW last week followed the
example of the Michigan confer-
ence in unambiguously backing
the miners’ demands.

PRESSURE ON LEADERS

This sympathy for the miners
by the ranks of the AFL and CIO
has had the effect of exerting
tremendous pressure on the Mur-
rays and the Greens, and is one
of the causes for the present crigis
of the WLB, which is desperately
trying to jwstify itself to the
workers and stave off its own
extinetion. .

The AFL and CIO leaders are
dissatisfied with the WLB. They
feel it cannot survive under the
“hold-the-line” order; they say
the order is too "rigid” and they
want the WLB's power to correct
wage inequities restored; they ask
for an end to Byrnes’ dictation to
the WLB. In typical fashion they
are using the present crisis not
to advance the general 4interests
of the workers but to save face
by wheedling a few little conces-
sions from the administration.
As the price for continued sup-
port of the WLB, they ask only a
return to the conditions that
existed before the “hold-the-line”
order, when the WLB would
occasionally grant some underpaid
workers a two or three cent raise.

The crisis of the WLB will be:
one of the main subjects discussed
at the emergency meeting of the
CIO executive board, scheduled to
begin in Cleveland on May 14,
and of the AFL executive council
in'Washingtun beginning May 17,

UNUSUAL LANGUAGE

Prior to these conferences, some
of the labor leaders have bheen
making statments very unusual
for them. Most significant was
that made on May 10 by AFL

(which to him meant the loyalty,

vice-president Matthew Woll who

of the AFL and CIO workers) and
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Walkout Predicted If
No Contract Is Signed

said that the great majority of
organized labor supported the
miners’ demands, both for
economic reasons and reasons of
labor solidarity: “The defeat of
the miners and the weakening of
their organization would certainly
react upon the position of all or-
ganized labor.”

He also said: “. . . the War
Labor Board has become a police-
man's club. , .

“The time has now come when
unity in the labor movement has
become an imperative necessity.
Labor must once more be united
under cne banner if it is to repel
successfully the attacks leveled
against it in Congress, in many
legislatures through draconic
anti-labor laws, and through the
mobilization of certain powerful
industrial groups.-. .

“The time has come for labor
to declare its independence of
unconstitutional government die-
tation and the intrigues and ma-
chinations of politicians, . .”

IMPORTANT REFLECTION

The fact that such a case-
hardened bureaucrat as Woll,
who helped to make the WLB a
"policg:man's club” and who will
readily discard his militant
language tomorrow if Roosevelt
will throw him a few facesaving
devices, is an important reflection
of the ferment going on in labor’s
ranks today.

His appeal for labor unity is also
an indication of the timeliness of
The Militant’s repeated call for
united action by the labor move-
ment against Roosevelt's freezing
orders and on hehalf of the fight-
ing miners leading the battle of
all the workers. HEven Woll,
personification of the conservative
AFL leaders, sees the necessity
for such action and is compelled
to advocate it. How much more
effective it would be coming from
the leadership of the United Mine
Workers which now holds the
moral leadership of the union
movement!

Government,

By M.

the nation's coal bosses: Tha men
who go down into the pits to mine
the coal that fires the locomotives,
that smelts the steel, that heats
the homes — these men insist on
a living wage; the mine owners.
the coupon clippers, are against
it. This is how it all started.
IFive hundred thousand men bent
with toil in the dark . recesses
deep beneath the earth’s surface,
swallowing coal dust, in constant
danger of falling rock and gas
explosions, demand a wage in-
crease to meet the skyrocketing
cost of living, The handful of
coal barons, tlie men behind the
‘men who had just abolished the
$25,000 salary limitation as an in-
fringement on individual liberty,
are against the “unjust” demands
of the miners. This is how it
all started.

for almost two months while the
dispute was confined to the Hotel
Biltmore conference room in New
York. John L. Lewis, represent-
ing the miners, came with an im-
pressive array of facts and fig-
ures to show how the miners’
standard of living had deteriorated
He argued with the operators, he
pleaded, he threatend, but to no
avail. The operators would not
make the slightest concession.
They even turned down the com-
promise proposal of the govern-
ment conciliator, Dr. Steelman.

The miners then took recourse
to the right guaranteed themm by
the Constitution — the right of
free men not to work under in-
tolerable conditions. The miners
struck. They threatened no in-
surrection. They simply refused
to work for substandard wages.
This is where the story really
begins — A story, rich in lessons.
And its chief characters are: A
government that swears friend-
ship for the working people; a
press that claims to print the
truth without bias; a radio that
is supposed to'serve the interests
of public enlightenment, &

Yet, in a flash all pretense was

thrown to the winds. With all the
power at their command the gov-
ernment, the press, the radio de-
scended upon the striking miners
in true “blitz” fashion, in order
to erush them into submission. In
fact, no teotalitarian government
could have mustered a greater
display of force and instruments
of intimidation than our' “demo-
cratic” government did. And
whenever democratic capitalism
resorts to the methods of coer-
cion and intimidation that are
characteristic of totalitarian ca-
pitalism, then it becomes clear in-
deed that “the colonel’s lady and
Judy O’'Grady are sisters under
the skin.” ;
Is it correct to brand the strug-
gle against the coal miners as
totalitarian? We do not believe in
slinging accusations or in employ-
ing words merely as insults that
have a precise scientific meaning.
But the truth of this charge will
be verified once we examine why
the wrath of the entire capitalist
class and its institutions were
brought down upon the miners:

1. The miners called a strike.
But the right to strike is a demo-
cratic right. The prohibition of

strikes is precisely one of the

characteristics of totalitarian rule.
2. The miners dared to ‘act in-
dependently of the goveriment
and its agencies. But the right
to free, independent unions is a
democratic right. The crushing
of such unions is characteristic
of totalitarian rule. Hitler crush-
ed the independent unions of the
workers and substituted for them
unions that are government-spon-
sored and government-controlled.
3. The miners dared to strike

in a period ‘of “hational emer-
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And Radio Vs. The Miners

The mation’s coal diggers vs.

And this is how it continued

Bosses, Press

Stein

gency.” But once the workers hre
deprived of the democratic right
to choose the time most propi-
tious to strike, they are deprived
of the strike as a weapon and
threatened with the status of {ot-
alitarian slave labor.

The totalitarian character of
the struggle against the miners
was likewise manifested in the
methods that were employed in
this struggle. Whose point of
view did the press express when
it spat its venom against the
‘miners in screaming headlines?
What point of view did the ‘press
expound in its editorials? Where
did all the high paid columnists
get their line against the miners
— a line that bore a striking re-
semblance to totalitarian unani-
mity. What, had happened to the
pretense of democratic objectiv-
ity and tolerance, the pretense of
presenting both sides of an ar-
gument? It all evaporated into
thin air, '

And the radio? Every commeént-
ator on every one of the networks
kept repeating one line and one
line only, just as if they were
reading the same script prepared
by a propaganda minister of a
totalitarian country.

The lynch ecampaign against
John L. Lewis reeked to high
heaven with the smell of totali-
tarian gangster rule. Read the
following:

“In Orlando, Fla.,, an Army fly-
ing ace with 13 Jap planes tb his
credit, Colonel Robert L. Scott,
former aide to Maor General
Claire L. Chennault in China, boil-
ed over in anger: ‘I know. I could
do omne service. — This service
would be the destruction with six
fifty-caliber machine guns on an
American fighter plane of John L.
Lewis. I definitely believe that
by such a cold-blooded act I
could rid the country of a man
who acts as though he were in
the pay of the Japanese Govern-
ment.'” (Time magazine May 10).
And this was not directed a-
gainst John L. Lewis alone. The
press also prominently featuved
such morsels as: “I'd just as
soon shoot one of those strikers
-as Japs.” But let us go back for
a moment to the colonel. We are
not given his background in eciv-
ilian life. DBut it is safe to say
that workers don't as a rule be-
come colonels. That privilege is
reserved for the rich. He and the
press that prints his lynch-ineit-
ing statements show that their
venom against workers at home
fighting for a living wage is
greater than their hate of their
enemies abroad,

But there is more proof of that
than the words of a mere colonel.
The commander-in-chief ' himself
was prepared to use the army for
the purpose of breaking the
strike; he was prepared if need
be to take several divisions out
of active service and send them
into the coal fields as “occupying
troops.” This is different only in
degree from the action of Keren-
sky in 1917 who did not hesitate
to open the front in Russia to
the enemy in order to use the
troops against the workers at
home,

In the struggle against the coal
miners, tlie government, the press
and the radio revealed themselves
not only as capitalist institutions
serving the interests of thelr
‘class, but they also proved that
they are not above borrowing lib-
erally from Hitler's arsenal of
weapons for the purpose of keep-
ing the workers in submission.
On the other side of the

ledger, however, Wwe saw that
the American working class
is far from crushed. The

firmness with which the miners
stood up in the face of all the in-
timidation and terror cheered the
heart of every true believer in
working class democracy. The
miners were not alone in their
fight.” Wherever the rank and
file workers hiad the chance to
express themselves, they spoke up
in no uncertain terms in solidar-
ity with the miners. The Detroit
conference representing 350,000
auto workers was a splendid ex-
ample of this, ,There is the only
one real guarantee against the
triumph of totalitarian rule in
this country: A working class
that acts in solidarity and refuses
to be intimidated by the bHosses
and their agents,

There is one more lesson the
American worker must learn from
the coal crisis: The need for in-
dependent working class organiz-
ations in the political field—the
need for an Independent Labor
Party and an independent labor
press.
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To defend the USSR as
the main fortress of the
world proletariat, against
all assaults of world im-
perialism and of internal
counter-revolution, is the
most important duty of
e v er y class-conscious

worker.
— LEON TROTSKY

Morality And
The Davies’ Film

One of the basic factors in the degeneration of
the *Soviet Union has been the Stalinist
bureaucracy’s attempt at reconciliation with world
capitalism at the expense of the world working
class. In this is to be found the true explanation
for Stalinism and its purges, frameups, falsifica-
tions, murders and assassinations, Because of the
revolutionary traditions of the Soviet masses, the
Stalinists had to carry out this progtam of recon-
ciliation with capitalism in the name of socialism.
Thus Stalinism has a lie and a frameup at its very

- core.

We fight Stalinism and its frameups in the name
of socialism and the international working class,
whose cause can be advanced by the truth alone
and never by lies. This is the basis of our militant
attack against all frameups, including the Davies’
film, “Mission To Moscow.” .

Other voices of criticism have been raised against
this film on supposedly “moral” grounds. These
people, even when they did denounce the purges
and murders in the Soviet Union, never neglected
to preach sermons on the superior morality of
democratic capitalism to Stalinism, which this
gentry—dropping their scruples for the occasion—
identified with Bolshevism. The fact is, as they
know very well, that Bolshevism and Stalinism
have nothing in common and that the purges were
in fact an expression of the fundamcntal hostility
of Stalinism to Bolshevism,

Now the film “Mission To Moscow” has put the
democratic capitalist moralists in a slight dilemma.
For this film, which defends and continues the
Moscow trial frameups and whitewashes the crimes
of Stalinism, has been “made in America” with
the obvious blessings of our highly moral
democratic capitalist administration in Wash-

“ington.

These critics denounce the film as a falsification
of history, and in this they are right. They con-
‘demn it as an offense against morality, and there
‘is something to be said for this thesis too.

But they -leave unexplained how such a con-
glomeration of frameups and offenses against
morality—which they themselves have hitherto ex-
plained as Soviet products—could make its ap-
pearance in the United States and get the nod
from Washington.

They have, of course, a reason for remaining
silent on this point. In order to tell the whole truth
the liberal and social-democratic critics of “Mission
To Moscow” would have to admit that, sad as it
may seem, the political leaders of democratic
capitalism are no less cynical, dishonest and
immoral in pursuit of their aims than Stalin who
learned his morals and manners from them.

But if they permit themselves to utter this
simple truth, they would destroy their central
thesis about the superior virtues of a system of
capitalist exploitation, robbery and war under
democratic forms. Therefore our highly moral
ladies and gentlemen keep mum on this not un-
important point and, consequently, fail to tell the
whole truth.

But isn’t it well known that a half- truth is a
form of falsification? And isn’t this squeamishness
and reticence on the part of our democratic moral-
ists, this failure to tell the truth, the whole truth
and nothing but the truth, isn’t this—God help
us—just a little bit immoral?

"
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Anti-Poll Tax Bill
Heads For A Vote

218 signatures have been secured for Discharge
Petition No. 3 in the House of Representatives.
This means that the House Judiciary Committee,
dominated by the poll taxers, is deprived of its
control over the bill to abolish payment of poll
taxes in federal elections and that the House of
Representatives will vote on the measure on
May 24,

It will be remembered that it was also necessary.
to get a discharge petition signed to force the
anti-poll tax bill out of the Judiciary Committee
in last year’s House of Representatives. But there
is’an important difference: a year and a half of
the last IHouse's two year term had passed before
the necessary 218 signatures were obtained; this
year they were secured in four months. That was
possible not because the present Congress is any
less reactionary than its predecessor but because
the masses of the people are more educated to the
meaning of the poll tax and more determined to
wipe it out.

It appears certain also that the anti-poll tax
bill has a good chance of being adopted by the
House this year. But the obstacles that the bill
will then face in the Senate—where the members
from Georgia have as much voting strength as the
members from densely-populated New York (and
a better strategic position)—will be even greater
this year than they were in 1942 when the anti-poll
tax bill was filibustered to death.

The Southern Democrats hold the balance of
power in the Senate. Nobody, of course, expects
them to vote to abolish the undemocratic poll tax
restrictions which enabled them to be elected. But
because they can swing a majority of the Senate
on any given issue to either the non-Southern

Democrats or the Repuplicans, they possess a
strength greatly out of proportion to their numbers.
By their performance of last year we can be certain
that neither the Roosevelt administration nor the
Republican leaders of Congress will be willing to
offend the poll tax Senators unless such tremendous
pressure is exerted on them by the labor, liberal
and Negro organizations that they see no 'other
way out. That is why one of the key tasks of these
organizations in the coming period is to put as
much heat as possible on both the national Demo-
cratic and Republican leaders.

Everyone acquainted with the history of the poll
tax knows that its advocates pretended it was to
be used to uphold “white supremacy” by dis+
franchising the Negro, but that actually it was
used to take the vote away from even more South-
ern white workers than Negroes. But not enough
workers are aware that the poll tax in one-sixth
of the states directly affects the workers in all the
"states. They must be shown that the poll tax
malkes possible the election of the most reactionary
spokesmen for Big Business and the large agri-

cultural interests who take the lead in adopting

anti-labor legislation which strikes at the interests
of the workers in Michigan and California every
bit as much as it strikes at those of the Southern
masses.

The poll tax issue should be raised in every
trade union local in the country. The abolition of
the poll tax will strengthen the labor movement.
The fight to abolish it will help to further open
the eves of the trade union members to the
character of the Republican and Democratic
Parties and to the need for building an In-
dependent Labor Party.

Bookburning

May 10 marked the tenth anniversary of the
infamous book-burning night when the Nazi party
“cleansed” German culture, of “subversive”
literature, including the works of Leon Trotsky.
The Nazis and their capitalist masters hoped that
the burning of liberal and Marxist literature would'
remove all anti-capitalist thoughts from the minds
of the workers.

What the Nazis failed to understand was that
the workers’ struggles against capllallsm were not
primarily the product of written words, but the
bankruptcy of the system itself. So long as the
root cause of poverty, unemloyment and war
remains, the workers will continue to fight for
their right to peace and bread — despite bonfire
fed by “subversive literature.”

Ten years after the Nazi bookburning the Amer-
ican ruling class employed a similar method for
suppressing working class protests when it banned
The Militant from the second class mails and de-
stroyed a number of issues. As far as we know,
no demonstrative bonfires have been made of The
Militant, but this is only because the American la-
bor movement is still strong and capable of de-
fending itself.

But the authorities in Washington have shown
that they share with the Nazis a police mind which
thinks that truth and human progress can be pro-
hibited by force.

That force can delay progress and make the
creation of a just society more costly in human
lives, is true. But all the night sticks and all the
burning of “dangerous thoughts” cannot long prop
up this capitalist system and its terror, hunger,
and bloodshed,

. -}

By DAN SHELTON

The Bermuda conference on
refugees ended two weeks ago
with a communique to the ef-
fect that for “military reasons’”’

the decisions had to remain
“secret.” This secret is—the
absence of any proposals.

The conference was designed as
a face-saver for the “democracies.”
Against’ the background of the
systematic extermination of Euro-
pean Jewry, Poles and other
martyred peoples, a cry of anguish
went out to the Allies imploring
them to help. A rising tide of
protest meetings on an interna-
tional scale, and growing resent-
ment and suspicion on the part of
Jews, Gentiles, liberals and or-
ganized labor, finally drove the
authorities in England and the
U. S. to “action.” Here is a bhrief
summary of how democratic capi-
talism proved to the world and to
its own guilty conscience that it
could “do something” about the
refugee problem.

THE KEYNOTE

After weeks of delay, attributed
to the U. S. by England and to
England by the U. 8., the confer-
ence (“purely exploratory” in na-
ture, as was hastily proclaimed)
was launched with this keynote:
“Only the U. 8. Congress can
change the immigration laws.”
(Senator Luecas, April 14). No
doubt the tortured masses of Eu-
rope drew a deep breath of relief
at this statement. In any case,
this took care of the U. 8.

April 15: “The conference will
deal only with refugees already
in Spain, Portugal and Switzer-
land” — thus “omitting” (a mere
detail) the Jews in Germany and
German-occupied territories, ap-
parently no part of the refugee
problem.

April 20: The delegates, the
N. Y. Times announced, were en-
gaged in “a clearing away of un-
derbrush.” The meaning of this
was clarified by the significant
addition that “proposals for the

solution of the refugee problem”
will encounter the objection that
a “military area” was involved.
This objection is most difficult to
overcome since the term “military
area” is extremely elastic, cover-
ing not only territories at present
construed as military but also all
areas likely to become such in
the future. (Jewish Telegraph
Agency, April 20). This “clears
away” our planet as a whole so
far as the refugees are concerned.

EVASION BY BRITISH

The same day the British made
doubly sure that no refugees
would get into the Emplre by con-
tributing the following: the West
Indies are already overcrowded,;
East Africa is all filled up; Mad-
agascar — unsuited for coloniza-
tion; and Mauritius — impossible,

This no doubt encouraged an
American delegate to the con-
ference to make the impudent
announcement that “we all feel
we are making some progress and
that we shall not have lived in
vain.” (N. Y. Times, April 21.)
This was followed by an em-
phatic declaration that ‘“there
could be no mass refugee shifts
at the present time.”

On April 23 came a new contri-
bution from the British: there
would be no change in Britain's
White Paper Policy in Palestine
stopping the trickle of immigra-
tion altogether in 1944.

By April 24: "Scant hope seen
for Axis vietims.” (N. Y. Times).

And on April 27: *“ . . . with
the talks to conclude tomorrow...
there is no indication of specific
Irecommendations.” (Idem). .

A FITTING CLIMAX

Finally, as a fitting climax for
this gruesome farce: ‘“complete
accord was stressed” and “secret”
decisions hinted at, (N, Y. Times,
April 29.)

This is the record: Most of the
time before and during the con-
ference was spent on “deciding”
how best NOT to do anything.

The lessons of Bermuda are

clear. It revealed the utter inab-

Fruits Of The Bermuda
Conference On Refugees

even alleviate the refugee prob-
lem., Every day the naked bank-
ruptcy of the decaying capitalist
order is more and more glaringly
demonstrated. A social system
that in any given country cannot
provide for iis own population
cannot be expected to provide for
“strangers.” A system that regu-
larly kills off whole generations
in wars cannot - he swayed on
grounds of “humanitarianism” to
help refugees.

This stark truth should by now
be clear to everyone, especially
Jews who have harbored illusions
ahout the “democracies.” By your
deeds you shall know them, A
refugee conference that excludes
first Jews under Hitler, then all
the other refugees, and finally ar-
rives at “complete accord” on NO
ACTION AT ALL: — that is in-
deed a warning to all the Jews.

THE JEW'S PLAGE TODAY

Teoday the Jews are far worse
off than in 1917 when they could
still “bargain” for the Balfour De-
claration. Hitler has seen to it
and the “democracies” too are
aware of the fact that the Jews
no longer are important pawns in
the gamble for world domination.
Capitalism in its early, expanding
atages needed their special talents
and hence appeard as a champion
of emancipation. Capitalism in de-
cline has no use for them any-
more. Under decaying capitalism
the Jew’s place of abode is the
concentration camp and the
ghetto; his “preferred” method of
leaving this world, via unnatural
causes, -

The profound divergence of in-
terests between themselves and
the imperialist powers is heing
made very clear to the Jews.
Their only hope of salvation lies
in the rising class, the proletariat,
which by lifting itself raises
mankind as a whole. The Jewish
people must fuse itself with the
profoundly revolutionary struggle
of all oppressed minorities and
with the working class, its only
the colonial peoples for freedom;
Jewry must turn to class action

ility of democratic capitalism to

real ally.

The May issue of the monthiy
magazine, Fourth International,
which came off the press last
week, is a well-rounded number,
featuring several articles of in-
terest to the labor movement.

The editorial notes, “The Month
In Review,” discuss the signific-
ance of the coal strike and the
miners’ answer to Roosevelt's ul-
timatums; Washington's “earrot
and club” policy toward the So-
viet Union; the “Mission To Mos-
cow” film: *“a triple frameup™:
and some thoughts on Colonel Me-
Cormick’s proposal in the Chicago
Tribune that the British Empire
and nations in Western Europe
apply for admission as states in
the United States.

“Wendell Willkie's Program' by
Felix Morrow is both a review
of Willkie's book and a thought-
provoking analysis of his program
for United States domination of
the world.

An article which should arouse

considerable
shipyard and

discussion among

other war plant
workers is ‘“The Shipbuilding
Scandal” by Joseph Hansen,
which goes to the Congressional
Record and a little known report
by an AFL committee on the rea-
sons behind the cancellation o
the Higgins Corporation contracts
to show that the administration
and the Maritime Commission
deliberately killed a time-saving
shipbuilding program which
could have built ships faster and
cheaper than ever before. The
reason was that Admiral Land
and other administration officials
wanted to protect the profits and
competitive position of other
shipyards fo]lowmb old-time prae-
tices.

“The Dutch East Indies” by P.
van Vliet explains why the masses
of the Indies could not be
aroused to support their own
Dutch oppressors in the war a-
gainst the Japanese oppressors, It

May ‘Fourth International’
Offers Many Lively Articles

has a lot of interesting informa-
tion on the labor movement and
struggles in the Dutch colony.

“Roosevelt's Hold-The-Linz O1-
der” by William F, Warde ex-
plains the administration’s freez-
ing order of April 8 amd the rea-
son for it.

“Europe and America” is the
second and concluding section of
Leon Trotsky’s brilliant speech on
the relation between the old world
and the new world capitalism.

“What The Peacemakers Did To
Europe” by Terence Phelan is a
second article on the Versaillez
Peace that ended World War I
and helped to lay the basis of
World War II., Like Trotsky's
article it should be read by all
those who are concerned with the
problem of achieving a really dur-
able peace.

The F. I. sells for 20 cents per
copy, $2 for a year's subscription.
Order from Business Mgr, 116

University Pl, New York.

More Il_elinneiatio ns of
‘Mission To Moscow’ Lies

| The falsifications in the film “Mission To Moscow”
are so raw and crude that many liberals and even con-
servatives have been unable to swallow them. Thus,
despite Warner Brothers heavy advertising for the
film which resulted in generally favorable comment on
the part of the movie critics, a number of protests
are now beginning to be heard.

_ Dorothy Thompson was the first important column-
ist with the courage to speak out against the film, In
the N. Y. Post for May 5, she wrote: “The characters
are phony; the history is phony . . . The picture is
full of fiction presented as fact.'. . The famous purge
trials are grossly fictionalized.”

In the May 8 N. Y, Times Ann O'Hare McCormlcl'(
calls it “the false picture of America, the false picture

of Russia and the false picture of history that are

combined in the distorted composite to which the
former Ambassador unluckily gives his authorization
in an introductory -speech.”

An editorial in the May 8 issue of The Nation calls
the picture “whitewash” and asserts: “In the matter
of the ‘purges' The Nation has always held that the
evidence on which the alleged Trotskyist conspirators
were convicted was unconvincing and the film version
‘of the trials does nothing to change this opinion.”

The movie reviewer of the New Republic, Manny
Farber, states in the May 10 issue of that magazine
that the picture “makes up its own facts” for the
history of the period of the purges and the Moscow
trials, *“Any truth that has ever been told about
Russia heretofore mow has this obstacle to face.”

The Washington columnist of the N. Y. Daily Neiws
calls it a /fact-defying propaganda film.”

The New Leader of May 8 carries the comment of
a number of liberals and ex-radicals, some of whom
denounce it as “a blow to democratic unity in Amer-
ica” and “moral depravity.” (See editorial on “Mor-
ality and the Davies! Film” in column 1 of this page.)

Were British Involved In
The Moscow Trials Plots?

Last week's Militant told of many glaring omiesions
in the Hollywood-Davies version of “Mission To Mos-
cow” and explained why the producers and authors
of the picture thought it wise to leave them out. Hel'_'a
we add another:

In the third Moscow trial, held in March, 1938,
Bukharin and others were made to confess that they
had been plotting not only with Germany and Japan,
but also with Britain and Poland.

Stalin’s prosecutor at the trial,

“Implicated . in.this case are the remnants of, . .
at least, as has been exactly established by the trial,
four foreign intelligence services, the Japanese, Ger-
man, Polish and British — and, it goes without say-
ing, all the other foreign intelligence services which
maintain friendly, so-called operative contact w:th
the above-mentioned intelligence services.”

Thus,
is to be believed, the defendants were plotting to
overthrow the Soviet Union with Britain and with
other of the present “United Nations,” including pre-
sumably the United States!

If you catch a man in a lie, his whole story is
placed in doubt. Davies should be compelled to pub-
licly state whether or not he accepis this part of
the official version of the trials; and if he rejects it,
on what ground he pretends to accept the other
parts,

Reactionaries Were Also

PIONEER PUBLISHERS

Why Does Biddle Want To Ban ‘The Militant?’

Why is he helping the Post Office to revoke our mailing rights? For the background
to the present attack on freedom of the press, you should learn how and why he tried
to frameup 28 members of the Socialist Workers Party and of Local 544-CI0O in the
famous Minneapolis trial of 1941. Read:

SOCLALISM OX Th

by James P. Cannon

116 Page Pamphlet . . . Only 10 Cents!

IN DEFENSE OF SOCIALL

by Albert Goldman

100 Page Pamphlet . . . Only 10 Cents!

Order from:

NEW YORK

116 UNIVERSITY PLACE

Pleased By the Frameups

The “democratic” press is now engaged in hailing
the Moscow trial frameups. As we showed last week,
the fascists also liked the trials which resulted in the
execution of most of the leaders of the Russian Revo-
lution and Mussolini even wrote an article declaring
that by the trials “Stalin is rendering a commendable
service to fascism.”

There were other reactionaries who had opposed the .

Russian Revolution from the very beginning and who
were ecstatically happy about the trials. After the
first trial (Zinoviev-Kamenev) in August, 1936, the

' Goles Rossii, which advocated the overthrow of the

workers' state and the restoration of the Czar, stated
on Sept. 1, 1986:

“This is the first time that we are pleased with an
execution among the millions of executions carried
out by the Bolsheviks ... They will not stop at Zino-
viev and his associates any more than the French
Revolution stopped at Danton ... "

And the Vozrozhdenye, likewise monarchist, printed
the following verses on August 29, 1936:

We think thee, Stalin!
; Sixteen scoundrels,

Sixteen butchers of the fatherland,

Have been gathered to thei'r forefathers!

\ . % o

Today the sky looks blue,
Thou hast repaid us for
many years!

the sorrows of so

® ¥ ¥

But why only sixteen?

Give us forty,

Give us hundreds,

Thousands,

Make a bridge across the Moscow. river,

A bridge without towers or beams,

A bridge of Soviet earrion. i -t
—And add thy carcass. fo the rest! .

Wi b : i

Vyshinsky, stated: -

if the official version of the Muscow'trinls'
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