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Workers Still

Out On Political

Strikes In India

‘Daily Worker’ Boasts About Strikebreaking

Activities of the Indian Communist Party

By FELIX MORROW

A general strike of the workers of the textile city of Ahmed-
abad, where some 27 per cent of India's textile mills are con-
centrated, is still going on after ten weeks, according to a dis-
pafch in the New York Herald-Tribune of October 24, The strike,
a political one in protest against the arrest of the All-India
Congress leaders, began on August 9, the day they were jailed
by the British authorities.

The fact that this strike is still going on is a significant
indication that India’s struggle for independence goes on unabated

An earlier Herald-Tribune dispatch, on Oect. 11, gave the
following details of the Ahmedabad strike:

“Thousands of spinners, weavers and other millhands on
strike have left the city to return to their native villages.

“I drove through the mill belt this morning and saw its
tenement dwellings virtually empty. Only_here and there have
some families remained.”

We can be sure that the workers, with considerable experi-
ence of political and trade union struggle, on returning to the
villages become leaders in arousing the peasants to refuse to
pay rents and taxes.

Stalinists Admit Strikebreaking

That the Stalinists have throughout been playing the role
of strikebreakers is quite openly admitted in a dispatch mailed
from Bombay on Sept. 6 and published in the Oct. 27 Daily
Worker. It says:

“All the mills are working but the Congress propaganda
for going on strike goes on unabated, . .
“Now and then the owners of the factories, operating

" through the jobbers and clerks, manage to incite a strike
in one or two mills.

I “The next day or as soon as the mill gates open the
Communists send the workers back to work for the country s
defense and their own livelihood.”

The reference to the strikes as “incited” by the owners is
of course the merest subterfuge. The naked fact stands out —
the workers go on strike and the Stalinists attempt to break
the strike in the name of the “country’s defense,” i.e., in defer-
nee to British imperialism.

Even while thus openly acting as strikebreakers, the Stalin-
‘sts are constrained to admit, in another dispatch, in the Oect.
24 Daily Worker, that “government intransigeance and mass
arrests are increasing bitterness among the people.”

News has belatedly arrived that the British have removed
from office Allah Baksh, the Moslem Premier of Sind Province,
without consultation of the provincial legislature. This makes
the eighth of the eleven British provinces which no longer have
any semblance of any rule other than British bayonets. Baksh
had recently been condemning the British repressions against
the Congress.

Censorship Tighter Than Ever

During the past month, apart from these few items, vir-
tually nothing has gotten through the British censorship and
Seen published in the American press. For a time, there were
two correspondents who were sending some information: A. T.
Jteele of the Chicago Daily News and Herbert L. Matthews of
the N. Y. Times. During the last few weeks, however, these two
have been on a junket to “picturesque” and out-of-the-way places
in India, away from the key centers.

One explanation for the lack of news from India comes in
an unsigned dispatch from New Delhi to the Oct. 27 N. Y, Times.
It says:

' “The fact that American correspondents have stopped send-
ing detailed reports of daily disturbances throughout India does
not mean they have ended. It is only that they have become
commonplace and rarely assume important dimensions in any
one place.”

Is this a lame excuse of correspondents who are collabor-
ating with the British censorship — or is it, perhaps, the only
form in which one correspondent was able to get a hint of the
situation through the censorship? In either case, it is clear, the
American public is being deprived of any real coverage of the
situation in India.

Perhaps . far more important than any of the recent “news”
dispatches from India is Wendell Willkie’s speech of October 26
which quite frankly indicated that he had no hope whatever that
the British could halt the rising tide in India,

(See the editorial, “Willkie’s Speech,” on page 4 of this
issue.) =

Military Experts Report Needless

It Is Time To Build An Independent Labor Party

The daily press is complaining bit-
terly about the general apathy of the
masses over this year's election cam-
paigns. It is attempting to stimulate
a bigger vote by reminding the work-

ers. that this is a year of world crisis

and that great issues confront lhe peo-
ple.

It is true that great issues now con-
front the masses. But it is alsa true
that these issues are not reflected in
most of the current election campaigns.

Many workers are not concerned
about the outcome of the elections pre-
cisely because they understand that the
November 3 elections do not provide
them with a genuine opportunity to
fight for their interests at the polls.

The workers are confronted in most
states this year as in the past with the
choice between Republican and Demo-
cratic candidates — the choice between
Tweedledum and Tweedledee. It is not
surprising that hundreds of thousands
of workers have not even registered.
They realize that the old capitalist par-
ties have nothing to offer them.

The Democrats and Republicans are
campaigning on practically identical
platforms. Both parties are supporting

AN EDITORIAL

both are in favor of Roosevelt's pro-
gram of unloading the costs of the
war onto the backs of the working class;
both stand for taxing the poor and spar-
ing the rich; both defend the right of

the corporations to make tremendous
both are for hamstringing the

profits;
union movement.

Is it any wonder that so many work-
ers feel it does not make any difference
whether the Republican or Democratic
candidates are ‘elected?

Of course, the composition of Con-
gress and the personnel of the govern-
ment do make a lot of difference to the
workers, and they know it too. In war-
time every immediate ‘economic prob-
lem of the workers is intimately con-
nected with political questions. Unions
must now deal not only with individual
employers, but with the whole appar-
atus of the government. To win even
a nickel's wage increase, the workers
must fight not only the boss, but a
pro-employer National 'War Labor
Board and economic dictator appointed
by the administration. To conduct a
strike against anti-union provocations
requires a struggle not only against the
emplover and his local agents, but alsd
against the power and pressure of the

porters, including the trade union bu-
reaucrats.

It is now no longer possible for the
workers to .better their. conditions, or
even to defend their present standards,
by ordinary trade union methods. Now,
more than ever, it is.inadequate for the
workers to oppose the employers on the
trade union field while at the same time
supporting the candidates and agents
of the employers on the political field.
Political action of organized labor on a
nation-wide scale is today a crying ne-
cessity.

An independent labor party, based
on thetrade unions, armed with a mili-
tant program to defend the living
standards and the democratic rights of
the workers, would inspire the support
of the millions of toilers. The capitalist
press would no longer complain that
election campaigns are ‘met with apathy
— on the contrary, they would begin
to complain. about the whole-hearted
enthusiasm and fighting response by the
masses to all election contests.

It is time that the organized labor
movement, 11 millions: strong, repre-
senting over 40 million people, took its
rightful place as the single most power-

Loss Of Life In Solomon Islands

Reshuﬂllng of Officers Is No

Guard Against Similar Disasters

Ordinary Seamen Know Enough to Avoid
Military Blunders Committed in Pacific

By GEORGE COLLINS

Men ﬁghtihg in a war count on the chances of

‘| losing their lives in battle. \

Many soldiers and sailors have already died in
this war as a result of enemy action. But large num-
bers of men are also being killed in battle as a re-
sult of incompetence, stupidity and just plain ignor-
ance on the part of their own commanding officers.

- Pear] Harbor was the first example of this wanton sacrifice
of human lives. The Roberts Commission clearly established
that the lives of thousands of soldiers, sailors and airmen were
snuffed out because of the failure of the high navy and army
command to take even the most elementary precautions.

After all the shouting to “Remember Pearl Harbor” another
disaster of the same kind has®

To Celebrate 25th Anniversary of

Russian Revolution On Nov. 8

* A mass meeting celebrating the 25th Anniversary of the
Russian Revolution will be held by the New York Local of
the Socialist Workers Party on Sunday evening, Nov. 8, at 8
o'clock. The meeting will be held at Irving Plaza, Irving Place
and 15th Street.

The main address of the meeting will be given by James
P. Cannon, National Secretary of the Socialist Workers Party.
Other speakers will be Eloise Black and Joseph Hansen, with

George Grant acting as chairman.

Wall Street’'s war of world

conquest;

whole government and its political sup-

,ful political force in the country.

Anti-Poll Tax Bill
Is Threatened by

' Delay in Senate

Mass Pressure Is
Needed to Force
Immediate Vote

An anti-poll tax bill, similar
to the one recently passed by
the House of Representatives,
will soon be acted on by the
U. S. Senate as a whole, it was
decided on Oct. 26 by the Sen-
ate Judiciary Committee which
has kept the measure bottled
up in committee for more than
a year and a half.

But there are still many ob-
stacles to passage of anti-poll tax
legislation.

Unless the bill is acted on and
signed by Roosevelt by the last
day of the year, it is automatically
killed and the long fight to force
a vote on the question will have
to be started from the beginning
with the seating of the new Con-
gress next January. And a newly-
elected Congress is always far
less responsive to the demands of
the masses than one most of
whose members are seeking re-
clection.

There is little likelihood that
the Senate will act on the bill
until after the elections, or even
until after Armistice Day. This
plays into the hands of the poll
tax congressmen opposing the bill,

when they start their

out until Dec. 31.

ate,

similar but not

have to go back to the

vote on the bill.
adopted,
of mass pressure.

pressure, the bill is a dead duck.

whose strategy is to delay the be-
ginning of the discussion, so that
filibuster
against the bill they will have the
best possible chance of holding

Even if the filibuster is stopped
and the bill is passed by the Sen-
the poll taxers still hope to
prevent it from hecomiung a law,
because the measure — whiech is

identical to the
one passed by the House — will
House
where it may be buried in the pro-
poll tax House .Rules Committee.

It is therefore necessary that
every workers' organization take
steps at once to demand an end
to the stalling and an immediate
If the bill is
it will be only because
Without such

The tax bill which became
law last week is a brutal blow
at labor and at the same time
a great victory for the capital-
ist class.

In effect, the tax bill, which
added $9,000,000,000 to pres-
ent taxes, is a wage slash for

the working class as a whole.

29,000,000 more workers and
dirt farmers will pay taxes this
year than did last. These work-
ers were previously exempt
from payment of taxes because of
low incomes.

No one, married or single, earn-
ing over $12 a week will be able
to aveid paying taxes. The so-
called Victory Tax of 5% on all
wages starts at that figure.

Workers who earn $20 a week
will ‘have to pay $2 of this. in
tares if single and will have to
pay - 1.5% of their incomes if
married and without dependents.

- Workers 1tho earn §30 « week
will_pay. $4 if single, and if mar-
ried and without dependents they
will  pay £1.50 Those earning
$40 a week will pay $6.50 a week
if single, and if married and with-
out dependents the taxes will® ex-
tract $3.50 out. of their waeges.

The new levies are not the only
taxes the workers pay. Besides
these direct income taxes, the
workers are - paying the federal
government consumption taxes on
numerous articles. Among the
articles taxed are tobacco, bheer
and amnusements. In many states
there are general sales taxes on
all goods bought by workers, be-
sides other types of taxes. The
workers also pay taxes to the lo-
cal and state governments,

The capitalist class is able to
shift many ‘taxes onto the work-
ers in the form of higher prices.
For example, federal and state
taxes on gasoline are passed on
to the ultimate consumer in the
form of increased prices for truck-
transported goods.

In the year 1939, it was esti-
mated that the workers paid from
17 to 219 of their wages in hid-
den and open national, state and
local taxes. Since that year both
concealed and open taxes have
been increased while tens of mil-
lions who paid mno income taxes
because of low wages are now on
the tax rolls.

Even hefore the fax bill was
finally adopted, Secretary of the
Treasury Morgenthaun announced
that he would request $6,000,000,.-
000 in additional taxes. This is
the first of a long series of taxes,

it. will probably be enacted early
next year.

BOSSES TREATED NICE

While Congress was imposing
taxes on workers who exist on
starvation levels, it openly favored
the capitalist class. Any sugges-
tion of certain champions of the
middle class, such as LaFollette,
that the nmormal and surtaxes on
the corporations and upper income
groups be set at 50%. was curtly
rejected. The tax was finally set
at 40% on the plea of Senator
George that to set the taxes at
a figure higher than 409 “would
result in many hardships on cor-
porations.”

That this was a victory for the
capitalist class can be clearly seen
by the reaction of the stock mar-
ket. When it became clear that
Congress was going to pass the

Tax Law Takes Drastlc
Cut In Workers’ Income

tax bill and that profits were go-
ing to continue at a high rate, the
stock market soared to the highest
point reached since Pearl Harbor.

The anti-labor, pro-boss tax bill
was passed nearly unanimously by

Congress. Roosevelt, the  self-
proclaimed “friend of labor”
hastened to sign the bill. The

feeble protests of the CIO were
curtly brushed aside.

While influential spokesmen,
such as the head of the Senate
Finance Committee, Senator
George, arose to defend the inter-

-ests of Big Business, no one cham-

pioned the workers and the dirt
farmers.

The tax bill just passed and the
new tax bills looming, prove fur-
ther that labor must have its own
party to represent it on the poli-
tical field.

<l to Baldwin,
official government report:

overiaken the fighting forces in
the Solomon Islands, reports Han-
son W. Baldwin, N. Y. Times mil-
itary editor. As at Pearl Harbor,

sailors were trapped on their war-

| ships and blasted to the bottom

of the sea by the big guns of the
Japanege fleet, Four cruisers, five
destroyers and three transport
ships were sunk.

While it might be claimed in
extreme charity to the Pearl Har-
bor command that the country
was at peace and didn't expect
an attack, the forces at the Solo-
mons were engaged in a full-dress
gea) air and land offensive. Listen
: who writes 'a semi-

BALDWIN'S REPORT

“The bad chapters of our Solo-
mons operations followed hard
upon the heels of the initial land-
ing. The Astoria, Quincy, Vin-
cennes and Canberra were sunk
in night action two days after the
initial landings were made. OUR
SHIPS WERE SURPRISED
LIKE SITTING DUCKS; none
of them had a chance to get off
more than a few ineffectual sal-
vos, They were surprised despite

‘the fact that a REPORT SENT

BY ONE OF OUR PLANES OF
THE APPROACH OF THE JAP-
ANESE CRUISERS HAD BEEN
RECEIVED THE AFTERNOON
PRIOR TO THE NIGHT AC-
TION.

“They were surprised, first, be-
cause they had assumed a de-
fensive station, patrolling back
and forth over a fixed course in

narrow: waters and awaiting the

Cannon To Speak OUer Radio
For Breztman On October 31

NEWARK, N. ]J. -— James
P. Cannon, }\atlona-! Secretary
of the Socialist Wotkers Par-
ty, will deliver a radio broad-
cast on behal{ of the party’s
candidate for U, S. Senator
from New jersey, George Breit-
man, on Saturday, Oct. 31, from
5:15 to 5:30 P. M. The subject
of his address will be “How
to put An End to Imperialist
war.” It will be broadcast over
Station WPAT, 930 Kkilocycles
on the diai, which can be heard
in New York as well as in New
Jersey.

DENOUNCES LYNCHINGS

Before delivering his second
broadeast of the campaign, on Oct.
24, George DBreitman issued a
statement to the local press,-de-
nouncing the lynching of three
Negroes in Missgissippi, two of
them still children, and calling for
the immediate passage of the an-
ti-lynch and anti-poll tax bills
which are bottled up in Congress.

“T place the responsibility for
these Iynchings on the Democratic
and Republican Parties,” said
Breitman,
parties has heen in power over a
period lasting a good many years
since the first world war,

“because each of these

and

each of them has consistently re.
fuged to pasg the anti-lynch and
anti-poll tax bills when they had
the opportunity to do so.

“These horrible lynchings again
emphasize the need for labot to
organize. its own party, and to
run candidates for office. who will
fight for the inlerests of the work-
ing people, including the oppress-
ed Negroes."

Two days after Breitman's vig-
orous denunciation of the enemies
of the Negro people, the Commun-
ist Party began distributing in
the Negro neighborhoods of New-
ark a leaflet viciously attacking—
Breitman! The Stalinists, who
are supporting most of the Hague
Democratic candidates, said:

“The Negro people will not be
misled by the Fifth Column group
headed by George Breitman, can-
didate of the Socialist Workers
Party and the newspaper, THE
MILITANT.

“This little clique plays upon
every just grievance of the Negro
people in order to direct them
against the war, the government,
and the unity necessary for vie-
tory over Hitlerism.”

LABOR PARTY'
POSSIBLE NOW

Breitman has also called atten-
tion to an interesting aspect of
the current campaigns of Smath-
ers and Hawkes, Demoecratic and
Republican candidates for U. 8.
Senator:

"Natice how mlwh of their r.-t—

tacks on each other center around
their respectlve ‘labor records.
Néver before have capitalist party
cahdidaetes in this state placed so
mach emphasis on such a ques-
tion.

“This indicaltes that they are
beginning to be aware of the enor-
mots political power lodged in the
organized labor movement.

“It is about time that the lead-
ers as well as the ranks of the
labor movement became equally
aware of this potential power, and
began to understand that labor is
not only strong enough today to
launch a party of its own, but
also 1o launch a party that cowld,
from the very beginning, success-
fully challenge the old parties
for power.”

(Bxcerpts from Breitman's
second radio address of the cam-
paign will be found on page 4
of this issue). .

Boss ‘Taxes Are Cut

‘The Oct. 29 N. Y. Times car-
ries a ' self-explanatory story
from which we quote:

“Earnings of R. H. Macy &
Co., Ine., for the six months
ended on Aug. 1 have been re-
vised to give effect to a reduc-
tion of $236,000 in taxes based
on the 42 per cent rate enact-
ed in the 1942 revenue bill. .

enemy instead of going out to
attack him. . . Second, because
their dispositions enabled the ene-
my to approach almost within gun
range without detection; third,
because only a small part of the
crews were at battle stations
when the action started, and
fourth, because THE ADMIRAL
INCOMMAND OF THE
NORTHERN CRUISER
SCREEN HAD LEFT THEH
SCENE IN HIS FLAGSHIP and,
judging from the Navy Departe
ment’s communique, NO ONE
HAD SUCCEEDED HIM 1IN
ACTUAL TACTICAL COM-
MAND.

“On the night of Sept. 4, the
Little and Gregory, old ‘Tin
Cans' of World War I vintage,
which had been converted to light
transports were off Lunga Bay
patrolling(!) . . .That night the
old ships with their four-inch
‘pop’ guns fought their first and
last fight of World War II. A
Japanese cruiser gnd other ves-
sels caught them, as the Quincy,
Astoria and Vincennes had been
caught, SILHOUETTED BRIL-
LIANTLY IN THE DARK
AGAINST THE LIGHT OF
BURNING FLARES.

“The inevitable result of these
defensive dispositions was more
loss—almost all of it caused by
heavy concentrations of Japan-
ese submarines. ONE VESSEL
WAS SUNK WHEN STEAMING
AT A LOW SPEED AND ON
A FIXED PATROL COURSE
IN AREAS KNOWN TO BE IN-
FESTED BY ENEMY SUB-
MARINES.”

The Navy has not yet released
a casualty list in these sinkings.
Undoubtedly they will be high as
is usnally the case where ships
are sunk by surprise without a
chance of putting up a fight. The
responsibility -for these deaths
rests squarely upon the heads of
the naval commanders who led
their men into this trap.

A LITTLE SHUFFLING
What is the Navy doing about

the blundering stupidity and-woe- =

ful ignorance of its commanders
(Continued on page 4)

New York School
Opens Fall Term
On November 4

The New York School for
Social Science will open its
1942 fall term next week with
a series of two classes on
“f\merican Economy at War”
and “ Colonial Pcoplcq and the
Second World War.” The class-
es will be held in the New Hall,
Second  Floor, 116 Univer sity |
Place; registrations are being

taken on the Fourth Floor in the
same building. ;

The classes on American econ-
omy will begin Wednesday, Nov.
f, at 8:15 to 9:30 P. M., lasting
for six weeks. The instructor will
be C. Charles.

The classes dealing with colon-
ial problems will also last for
six weeks, beginning on Friday,
Nov. 6, at 8:15 to 9:30 P. M. The

instructor will be John @ Wr ight,
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Comrades: :

Since we last came together in national conference a year ago
in Chicago we have had to record with sorrow ihe loss of numerous
- goldiers of our cause who have fallen in the fight.

In far away China a brave and selfless revolutionist, the
pioneer of Chinese communism, Chen Tu-hsiu, succumbed at last
to the blows of pers;wu!.ion, imprisonment, slander and poverty
which had rained down upon him through so many years of his
struggle. He died, as befits an honest revolutionist, in the ranks
of the Fourth International.

In France a noble fighter for international communism, one
of the founders of the French section of the Fourth International,
Jean Meichler, perished before a Nazi firing squad. We do not
doubt that he died bravely.

Our own party has lost five of lier best and most devoted sons
who served the party and the working class in the most dangerous
posts as merchant seamen. Comrades Edward Parker, Carl Palmer,
David Udell, Rgnald Tearse, Edwin Jaffe,” have lost their lives
at sea, our first victims of the imperialist war.

‘We honor the hright, untarnished names of our noble dead.
The Fourth International will earry on their work and keep their
memory green,

it is more than two years now since the assassin Stalin took
the life of Comrade Trotsky and sought thereby te kill the move-
ment that he had created and inspired. This present conference
of our party, the largest and most imposing in our entire history,
representing an active and growing party, self-confident, unified
and étrong — this conference is living testimony, it is living proof,
that the assassin failed in his main objective. The ideas of our
greatest leader and teacher live and guide our work and struggle.
The memory of our martyr is with us always, the inspiring force
of our indestruetible movement.

The Fifth Convention of the Socialist Workers Party, which
fs the Tenth National Convention of the American Trotskyists,
meets in the midst of the Second Imperialist War, a war in which
the United States is now an open and active participant. The war,
this terrible paroxysm of an outlived social system in its death
ag_'ony, dominates everything in the world today. Upon the out-
cbr_ne of this war depends the future,of humanity. But we must
understand that this war is not an abnormal phenomenon. It is
not an accidental catastrophe; not an interlude to be followed, in
the course of events, by a long period of peace and normal func-
tioning of capitalist society. On the contrary, this war is the most
characteristic expression of bankrupt capitalism. The war i8 the
very image of capitalism, as it is now, and as it will be until the
workers and the oppressed peoples rise in revolution and make
an end of it.

How unrealistic. how ridiculous, are those people who speak
of settling preblems “after the war;" who set up “Post-War Plan-
ning Committees,” ete.; who proceed on the theory that the natural
order of things is simply arrested now for a while, and then the
war will end and then we will settle all questions and begin all
over again. Utterly utopian are all such ideas. All the great prob-
lems will be settled in the war and through the war, That is the
basic thesis of the Fourth International.

Capitalism today signifles permanent war and universal mili-
tarism. And from this conception we draw our tacties and onr
strategy. We foresaw the war. We prepared for the war, and we
understood that the war would pose all the social problems for
solution by military means. That:is why our program is a war
program, a military program, which exeludes any form of pacifist
ahstentionism. That is why our ranks are animated by the con-
zeption that in the arena of militarism, which is today the main
arena, we will learn how to participate and how to prevail.

We meet ten months after the formal entry of the United
States government into the war. The Second World War i3 a con-
tinuation of the First World War, but not a simple repetition by
any means. A continuation signifies, a8 Comrade Trotsky wrote,

just as this war is not a simple repetition of the first one, although

The situation confronting the revolutionary vanguard in this
‘war is different in many important respects. That is why those
wretehed sectarians who consider it sufficient to simply repeat,
word by word, what Lenin wrote in 1814 and 1915 are so far from
the reality of the problem of the vanguard today. This time, for
this war, the reformist organizations took nohody by surprise, In
all countries there never was any question at all what position
would be taken by the Social Demoecrats of the various varieties.
They announced their betrayal beforehand. This iz an important
difference from the side of the Social Democrats.

Likewise, the Fourth International and its sections are not a

simple reincarnation of the cadres created by Lenin in 1914 and
' 1915. The cadres of the Fourth International stand on the shoulders
of the original cadres of Bolshevism which were reformed during
the war. They are enrviched by all the experience of that time and
all of the intervening time. Therefore they were able to anticipate
this war, and to prepare for it. The entire period, especially since
1929, when the Fourth International cadres were constituted on
an international scale under the direction of Trotsky, after his
deportation from Russia—this entire period since 1929 can be
described as a period of clarifying the program, of drawing the
lessons of the experiences, of sifting and selecting the cadres, in
short, of preparing for the war and for the revolution which must
. igsue from the war.
Consequently, the formal entry of the United States govern-
ment into the war last December produced no crisis whatever in
. the ranks of our party. The war entry and ten months of participa-
‘ tion in the war have found the leadership of our party united, the
ranks firm. There has been no sign of social-patriotic trends or
tendencies; no representatives of such tendencies have appeared
or brought forward any proposals in our party.

It is from this reality that we proceed in disecussing our war
problems and tasks. We don’t have to begin from the beginning
by explaining what is social-patriotism and why it is wrong. We
don’t have to spend time gathering one, two or three people
wherever we can find them in order to begin anew. No, the sitya-~
tion is not the situation whieh confronted Lenin in 1914, The
sectarians don’t understand this. That is too bad. But then, if they
understood how*to proceed from the real and the concrete they
wouldn’t be sectarians. '

War greatly intensifies and multiplies the pressure of bourge-
ois society on the workers’ vanguard. All the force of material
and moral pressure of bourgeois society is brought to bear in the
most intensified manner at the time of the declaration of war and
immediately following. With this in mind, and remembering the
experience of 1914-18, Comrade Trotsky repeatedly warned usof a
crisis in our ranks to follow the putbreak of the war, This in spite
of our long preparation and our clarification of program, Trotsky
warned that even in our ranks we must expect a crisis when the
pressure of bourgeois society was brought to bear in full force
with the entry into war. Now, this prediction of Comrade Trotsky
was not realized in the Socialist Workers Party. Sideline eom-
mentators and literary critics may point it out as one more flaw

a sharpening and a deepening of all the features of the war. And

Our Party Is Firm

a continuation,neither is the sitnation confronting the revolutionary
vanguard, nor its tasks and its problems, a simple repetition of
the situation and the tasks and the problems of the revolutionary

vanguard at the outbreak of the First World War and dubing its-

course,

All the differences are in our favor, if we understand the
situation to the bottom. The decay of capitalism, which was sig-
nalized by the First World War, has hecome the death agony of
capitalism in the Second World War. The enemy, in spite of all
superfitial appearances, is weaker. On the other hand, the vanguard
of the proletariat is better prepared and stronger today than it
was in the amalogous period of the First World War. If we are
able to look beneath the superficial appearance of things we must
see that this is the fundamental reality.

In 1914 the workers’ vanguard mf‘zt the war unprepared. The
workers’ parties ahd workers’ organizations openly betrayed the
proletariat in the war only at the last moment, not before. And
the betrayal, the catastrophic collapse of the parties of the Second
llltet'nutioﬁal and the trade unions caused surprigse even to the
most perspicacious of the leaders of the revolutionary vanguard.
When Lenin saw the edition of the Berlin Vorwarts, the official
organ of German Social-Democracy, with the statement supporting
the war, he expressed the opinion that it was a forged edition, put
out by the German general staff to deceive the people of other
countries. He knew that the parties of the Second International
were corroded with opportunism, but not even Lenin was prepared
for their comgﬂete betrayal in such catastrophic form as took p}ace
on the fourth of August, 1914,

The First World War produced deep crises in all the workers’
part:ias;'tha real discussion of the attitude to be taken toward the
war began only after the war was under way. The war even
produced discussions and splits in the ranks of the workers’ van-
guard. There were defections among the Bolsheviks. This is his-
tory that is perhaps unknown to many comrades because Bolshev-
ism has been represented as something that was born perfect and
carried through to victory without any internal difficulties or
errors or defections. Not true at all, Bolshevism, like every other
current in the workers’ movement, grew and developed in the tests
of action and took its final shape only in the fire of great events,

Just consider only these few facts among many which are
recorded in the documented volume on “The Bolsheviks and the
World War” published by the Hoover Library. The Bolshevik
Committee of Opganizations Abroad disintegrated. Of the five
members, two enlisted in the French army; a third member with-
drew. Lenin and Zinoviev remained as the representatives of the
Central Committee of the Bolsheviks abroad to elaborate the war
program of the party. At a Paris meeting of the Bolsheviks in
August 1914, eleven out of ninety-four present favored a policy of
defensism, more than 11%. The Geneva section of the Bolsheviks
opposed with many objections the first theses submitted by Lenin
and Zinoviev. Shliapnikov, a .prominent Bolshevik worker from
Russia, who spoke to the Swedish Social-Democratic Congress in
November 1914, stated that the Bolsheviks in Russia had been
taken by surprise; they had felt confident that the socialist parties
of Burope would be able to stop the war and were dismayed when
the war broke out in full fury with the support of the official
Socialist Parties.

Needless to say, I mention these faets not at all to denigrate
the Bolsheviks, but rather to show, on the contrary, what a heavy
task confronted Lenin, even in his own party, in shaping the
revolutionary poliey toward war. Lenin’s problem was the problem
of clarifying the program of the vanguard after the war had
started. It was the problem of rehabilitating Marxism on the in-
ternational field and of taking the banner out of the treacherous
hands of the petty-bourgeois opportunists and soeial patriots, Lenin
had the problem of forming the first cadres, of getting hold of two,
three or five people, in order to begin all over again the work of
building a bona fide revolutionary international party.

"

in Trotsky’s infallibility. In reality, what is shown is that Trotsky
builded better than he knew. The ranks of the Fourth International
throughout the world have stood up firmly against the war, against
all the pressure and persecution of the class enemy. That gives us
all the more assurance of our right to victory in and through the
war, '

Our unity is somewhat disturbing to certain people who don’t
seem to be able to take care of their own affairs but are very
anxious to arrange ours for us. I am speaking of the medicine men
of, petty-bourgeois radicalism, Being politically unemployed other-

- wise, they have apparently settled down to the rather ungrateful
and miserable occupation of unacknowledged physicians for our
party. They are greatly worried about the fact that we have so
much unity in our ranks, that we are free from crises and factional
fights and feverish struggle over conflicting programs. These
quack docters don’t understand that we are well, we are healthy,
we are free from a war crisis, not by accident or the grace of God,
but because we eured ourselves of the petty-bourgeois sickness in
good time. We had the good fortune to have an antieipatory crisis
before the United States entered the war, a crisis which we con-
quered with the help of Trotsky. We secured our internal peace
by a timely preventive war.

Ag far as our leadership is concerned we have, so far, required
no new discussion of fundamental program in relation to the war.
Qur problem has been much simpler, the problem of how to
maintain our position and earry on our work to the best advantage
and with the greatest possibld utilization of legality under the
econditions of war. These are not easy tasks, but they are minor
and secondary And their accomplishment is greatly facilitated by
the fact that we are united on the basis of a principled program.
Lenin's problem in 1914 was the problem of clarifying the program
and of seleeting cadres on the basis of it. Our problem is that of
the application of the program, of devising effective propaganda
approaches to the patriotic workers of today who will be the
revolutionary fighters of tomorrow. Our internal cohesion, based
on our prog;\'ammai;ic unity, enables us to turn our attention out-
ward rather than inward. Hence the emphasis in our press and
in all our agitational work on our transitional demands, and on
the slogans of our military policy addressed to the rank and file
workers.

On the eve of the United States entry into the war we had a
rehearsal’in the Minneapolis trial, We were given the opportunity
to test the firmness of the party leadership and the seriousness of
its allegiance to principle under persecution and pressure on the
very eve of the war.That was an advantage for the party, if -you
look at the trial from a broad political standpoint and disregard
for the moment the possible consequences for some of the in-
dividuals. The trial was a stroke of political good fortune for our
movement, but we were entitled to that, too, because we had lived
right.

The trial was a forum for us, a forum from which to popularize
our program and proclaim our attitude toward the approaching
war. I think we made full use of the extraordinary opportunity.

Never in ti]is country, and never in history anywhere, did a
political group make: such full and complete political utilization of
a prosecution in a bourgeois court as our party did. We were able
to accomplish this, in spite of small numbers and resources, because
we knew exactly what we wanted to do. We knew our program and
had no trouble in explaining it. Out of the trial came two big
pamphlets of a popular nature, especially devised to explain our-
selves in the simplest terms to the ordinary worker, the rank and
file American worker, and one pamphlet devoted to a discussion of
the methods and propaganda techniques and principles involved

Our Program Is Clear

There is not ‘and there has never been the slightest possibility
of misunderstanding our position on the war, We were given the
opportunity on December 8—the day of our sentencing—to recant.
On December 8, the very day that the radios were blaring with
jingo speech'es in Congress preceding the declaration of war, the
defendants were given an opportunity to disavow what they had
said in the trial. Nobody did it. Thus our first response to the war
was an action in court, a thousand times more important from a

 political point of view than any ritualistic statement,

A statement, after all, doesn’t constitute a fight against the
war, There are some people who ‘don’t know that yet. A state-
ment is a promise to oppose the war., But our stand in the
Minneapolis courtroom was the thing itself. It was followed two
weeks later by my formal declaration, as National Secretary of
the party, on Decemeber 22, simply restating what we had said
before, recanting nothing, changing nothing. Again a couple of
months later, on the occasion of the St. Paul municipal election,
Comrade Grace Carlson spoke out again in the spirit of the party
program., Now the party convention, representing the whole or-
ganization, surveying the events which have transpired since the
Emergency Conference of the Fourth International in May 1940,
once again restates the program of Bolshevism in the political
resolution which, I am sure, will meet with unanimous approval
tonight,

So, I repeat, no misunderstanding has been possible. Neither
friend nor foe could have any doubt of our position. Those who
pretend otherwise are liars and provocateiirs, not misunderstanding
people and not honest opponents. . ’

Our political resolution is not a new program. It is not even
a complete restatement of the old program. It is intended only
as a timely document, a timely supplement, summing up and
interpreting in the light of our program, the most important
events which have transpired since the manifesto of the Fourth
International on the Imperialist War and the Proletarian Revolu-
tion, adopted in May 1940.

Trotskyism is the only tendency on the international field that
has been able to survive the war. The Second International is
completely in the camp of the imperialist democracies, The Stalin-
ists put themselves at the service of one group of imperialists or
another alternatively according to the deals or alliances they can
make, They sell out the interests of the proletariat of any country,
including.Russia, in the interests of the diplomatic maneuvers and
bargains of the traitorous bureaueracy in the Kremlin.

The “London Bureau”—I venture to say that even comrades
present here have forgotten or, perhaps, never heard the name of
this vanished ghost—the “London Bureau” was that pretentious
international organization of centrists who fought Trotsky and the
Fourth International tooth and nail on the ground of our “sec-
tarianism"” and their greater “realism” and their greater capacity,
self-acknowledged, to build mass parties. And the strongest section
of this eentrist international, known as the London Bureau, was
a rival of ours, an American petty-bourgeois group known, in its
final phase before its disappearance into thin air, as the Inde-
pendent Labor League, the Lovestoneites. The Lovestoneites
agreed with us on one point; that is, they saw the war coming and
they prepared in their own way for it just as we did. We prepared
by sharpening and eclarifying our program, cleaning up the rem-
nants in our ranks of petty-bourgeois weakness. They prepared
for it by dissolving their organization before the war started.
Needless to say, the leaders of this group, who used to give us
lectures en “Leninism”—with quotations—are beating the drums
for the imperialist war. The “London Bureau” no longer exists on
this mundane sphere,

Of the pretentious sectarian cliques and factions who used to
shoot at the Fourth International from ambush and criticize us
from the “left” — nearly all of them have disappeared from the
scene, most of them in the most disgraceful manner,

But the Fourth International survives, struggles and grows
more confident because it alone has a consistent program. The
Fourth International is the genuine historical movement, not made
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in our defense. These three pamphlets testify to a full and complete
utilization of the trial for our purposes.

The war was declared on the very same day that we were
sentenced—December 8, 1941, That certainly was a symbolic coin-
cidence. Nothing could better symbolize our irreconcilable opposi-
tion to the imperialist war, and to the capitalist state preparing
and waging the war; and nothing, also, could better symboelize
our enemies’ recognition of our attitude than this inexpungeable
fact: that they declared war and sentenced the party leaders to
prison on the same day and at the same hour—December 8, 1941,

arbitrarily, but really expressing the historical course of develop-
ment and the historic mission of the proletariat.
Our political resolution begins with a reference to an impos-

" ing series of programmatic documents of the movement of the

Fourth International. We don’t have to.sit down now and rack
our brains to write a program of Marxism for the present-day
world, We didn’t find ourselves thrown into a panie and erisis
when the war started and have to begin then to discuss what we
should do, as was the case with the vanguard in 1914, We have
a program.

Just let me read this imposing list of documents, which are
cited in the opening paragraph of our resolution: The War and
the Fourth International, the fundamental theses, 1934, eight years
ago; the resolutions of the Foundation Congrdss of the Fourth
International in 1938; the S. W. P. Convention resolution on the
Soviet Union, 1939, hammered out in the struggle against the
petty-hourgeois renegades; the Manifesto of the Emergency Con-
ference of the Fourth International on the Imperialist War and
the Proletarian Revolution, 1940; the S, W. P. Conference reso-
lution .on Proletarian Military Pelicy, 1940; the Manifesto of the
Executive Committee of the Fourth International on the Fall of
France, 1940, and in defense of the Soviet Union, 1941; the S. W, P,
Manifesto on the Soviet-Nazi war, 1941; the Manifesto of the Ex-
ecutive Committee of the Fourth International on American inter-
vention and our Defense of China, 1941; the statement by J,.P.
Cannon on the entry of the United States into the war, 1942; and
the Statement of Grace Carlson as a candidate of the party in the
St. Paul elections of this year.

I am not reading a list of journalistic articles. I am reading
here a list of consecutively developed programmatic documents
in which you can see from beginning to end one clear and con-.
sistent line of concept and principled policy. Our convention reso-
lution is on very firm ground when it says that we have a correct
program which equips us for the struggle and that we have only
to apply this program to the events of the day. The resolution
proceeds from there to analyze the events which have transpired
since the adoption of those documents. One consistent program.
We have no need of any innovations. The program answers the
fundamental questions. All that was said before in these docu-
ments which I have mentioned is true and timely and pertinent
to the proklems of the day. We are not interested in any propos
sal-to change, to modify or to repudiate any parf of our principled
program which has stood the test of events and is more approe
priate and burning in its application than ever before.

This applies to all the decisive questions that confront the
vanguard in the world today. The nature of the war, the Soviet-
Nazi struggle, questions of party organization, demoeracy and
fascism, colonial struggle, China, India, Europe under the iron

" heel of the Nazis, the national question and the slogan of the
Socialist United States of Europe — our program has an answer
to every one of those questions in principle. We need only to read
our program and understand it and we will find the way to answer
the current problems correctly.

We proceed from the basic analysis of the war that is con-
tained in the Manifesto of the Emergency Conference of" the
Fourth International which is published under the title “The Im-
perialist War and the Proletarian Revolution,” May, 1940. We
proceed from that analysis and apply it to four great new events
which have transpired since that time, These outstanding events
are: (1) The Fall of France, June, 1940; (2) Hitler’'s Attack on
the Soviet Union, June, 1941; (3) United States Entry Into the
War, December, 1941; (4) The Great Upsurge of National Self-
Confidence on the part of the Peoples of the Orient, the mass of
the majority of mankind who are beginning to stir and to make
the whole world shake when they move.

In each of these four world-shaking events, the weaknesses
of capitalism, its hopeless bankruptey, its suicidal plunges inte
the unknown, are clearly demonstrated. Each of these four events
reveal new and most promising revolutionary prospects for the
proletarian vanguard.

For Socialist U. S. Of Europe

France, which after the last war and the peace of Versailles
was the master of Europe, is today a dismembered and oppressed
nation. Hitler has conquered all of Europe and transformed it
into a horrible concentration camp under Nazi domination. He
has ‘proclaimed a new order of permanent oppression and deni-
gration of the peoples of Europe. Some see in these stupendous
military victories of Hitler and his military conquest of the eon-
tinent of Europe only cause for despair. They think that perhaps
Hitler's victories are definitive, that Europe is thrown back for
decades, or even for centuries, and they envisage Europe begin-
ning again on all fours to crawl forward along the historic path
through the medium of national wars, Others, despairing of the
force of the people, of the proletariat of Europe, despairing of
the one idea, the one program that will spell Hitler's doom, look
to the Anglo-Amevrican imperialist bandits to liberate Europe from
Hitler and transform it into a colony of Anglo-American imperial-
ism.

Both of these perspectives, in our opinion, are utterly fan-
tastie, utterly removed from the reality of things. And unfortun-
ately the first tendency, the tendency to bow down before Hitler’s
conquest of Europe and regard it as definitive, merges all too
easily with the second one of turning to the Anglo-American
democratic bandits for relief from Hitler. That is the great danger
of exaggerating Hitler's successes and Hitler’s power and forget-
ting the power of the proletariat and the revolutionary program.
You can be very sure that Hitler himself and his whole gang do
not value their conquest of Europe half so highly as some dis-
pairing and disoriented people who are opposed to Nazism do.
There is no doubt whatever that Hitler would gladly settle for
half of his conquest if he could keep the other half undisturbed,
for the next period. What is the meaning of the 'lspeech he made
tha other day? It is an indirect way of saying: Let us have half
of what we conquered and you can have the rest until we start
the next round of the war,

But Anglo-American imperialism does not and cannot recog-

nize Hitler's conquest of Europe, Hitler's domination of Europe
means inevitably a further clash with Ameriea and England, as
a minor partner, for the conquest of the world. Imperialistic in-
terests forbid them to let Hitler have Europe in “peace” to ex-
ploit and incorporate in his so-called new order, That is why the
war in Eurepe is still going on and will econtinue to go on until
the workers end it by revolution. For this the workers need more
than ever their own independent organization and their own in-
dependent program.

The resistance of the oppressed and doubly exploited peoples
of Europe prevents any stabilization of Hitler's regime, leaving
aside the ‘interference of the imperialist rivals. The resistance
of the oppressed peoples of Europe to Hitler can be the start-
ing point for the revolutionary conflagration that will dispose. of
Hitler in passing and proceed to the permanent solution of the
European problem by its socialist reorganization. The movement
against national oppression can be, and may very likely be, the
starting point of the inevitable European socialist revolution.,
But that is only on one condition: that the workers’ vanguard
sticks to its own program and does not adapt itself to the program
of bourgeois nationalism.

Our resolution speaks very clearly and unambiguously on this
point. We say the program of bourgeois nationalism is only an-
other Versailles. They want only to turn Hitler's “new order”
upside down, dismember Germany and return to the European
mad-house of artificially divided states on a capitalist basis, That
is the very cause of war. The outlived national boundaries of old
Europe have become insuperable barriers against the develop-
ment of the productive forces. The system of private property
combined with the system of natiomal borders of the states, with
their standing armies, and separate monetary systems and tariffs,
strangled the economic development of Europe and plunged it
for the second time in a quarter of a century into the maelstrom
of destructive war.

(Continued on page 3)
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It is sheer insanity to contemplate a return to this starting
point. We say that under no circumstances can any section of
the Fourth International adapt itself to these blind and mad. peo-
ple who want to go back to Versailles, who propose to solve the
problem of Europe by restoring the very conditions which preci-
pitated Eyrope into this war. Not backward, but forward!—that
is the slogan Europe needs. Forward to the socialist reorganization
of Europe. The leading and guiding slogan of that fight is, and
only can be, “The Socialist United States of Europe.”

Revolutionary Marxists are for self-determination as a prin-
ciple of the program, and thereby they are for national freedom
from all forms of oppression or national coercion, We are, and we
should be, the foremost fighters and champions of resistance to

Hitler, It is stated in our resolution that the workers of Europe
must put themselves at the head of this movement of struggle
against Hitler. The parties of the workers’ vanguard—the sections
“of the Fourth International—should participate in this movement
with their own program, and lead it to its socialist goal.

This is one of the most interesting and timely questions
which we have formulated succinetly in our resolution; it is being
dealt with at greater length in the International Bulletin, as you
have noted. It will be discussed further in our theoretical magazine,
Our National Committee has participated in this international
discussion by the adoption of its basic theses in those paragraphs
of our resolution dealing with the question, and which will be
elaborated and developed in future articles. We think our resolu-
tion indicates the correct line and have no doubt that it will prevail
throughout the International when the discussion is completed.

In Defense Of The Soviet Union

We don’t have to say much about the Soviet-Nazi war in our
convention, We discussed that question at the last convention, if
you remember. We had to debate with Professor Burnham there,
Professor Burnham said that we were allies or indireet supporters
of Hitler because we were defending the Soviet Union. Comrade
Goldman did such a good job of that debate that we don’t have to
repeat it here. But I must say that, again on this point, we are
the one and only political movement that does not have to retract
anything or keep quiet about anything that was said before. We
understood this question also and we prepared for it. And we alone
were correct.

The fugitives from Bolshevism expounded a magnificent
theory to the effect that the original Soviet-Nazi pact was based
on an “affinity of ideologies.” This theory, spun out of thin air,
along with the theory of “Soviet imperialism,” succumbed to the
very real and substantial conflict of social systems and economic
interests between German imperialism and the degenerated work-
ers’ state. We maintained all the time—it was stated already in
1934 in the theses “War and the Fourth International”—that
regardless of how the Soviet Union may be allied in the begimming
of the war, the war in the course of its development must inevitably
lead to an attack upon the Soviet Union by one of the imperialist
camps, whether ‘allied with it in the beginning or not, or by all of
them united. We held that the Soviet Union, standing even as the
product of a strangled and betrayed revolution, is in the most

" principled opposition to the imperialist states, and that war be-

tween them couldn’t be prevented. We were prepared for this
eventuality, and we now only have to restate what we declared
bt‘efore, that we defend the Soviet Union for reasons that we have
explained many times. The position taken in our last convention
can be adopted in this convention with only a change of dates
and a few supplementary remarks to bring it up to date, The
principled line was absolutely clear and correct and remains so.

We don’t support Stalinism, we support the workers’ state. We
support what remains of the greatest revolution in the history of
mankind because we never abandon a conquest' while it still has
life in it. The worst and most despicable affliction—the charac-
teristic malady of petty-bourgeois radicals—is this propensity to
give up a battle before it is lost. Trotsky said, those who will not
defend an old conquest will never be capable of fizhting for new
ones. The Soviet Union remains the greatest conquest of the
proletariat in all its history. In spite of everything, it still stands,
The Soviet workers know this, They still give the world a demon-
stration of heroism, of capacity for sactifice, such as they could
not even dream of in those countries where the workers do not
feel that they have anything to fight for,

When we see what is done by those Soviet workers today,
after all' these years of strangulation®* by the bureaucracy, after
all these years of bureaucratic degeneration, we get a glimpse of
the boundless power of the proletarian revolution. We can see
what miracles of energy will be released by .the proletariat of
Europe when it finally unites with the Russian proletariat on-the
revolutionary program. What could the state of the world be

today if there had been just a little more energy and capacity in
the vanguard of the proletariat to lead Germany to a successful
proletarian revolution! All the objective conditions for the victory
were present; only the leadership was lacking. Imagine the union
of Soviet Russia and Saviet Germany as an economic and military
power, with all the irresistable moral force that would be generat-
ed by such a union,

If the German revolution had not been defeated, if it had
succeeded, we wouldn't be standing here today diseussing:the pro-
gram of overthrowing American imperialism, We would more
likely be-discussing ways and means of finishing up the struggle
against the remnants of the counter-revolution. The fact that the
workers in Russia took power, the fact that they had a party able
to lead the victorious struggle for power—this gives us the as-
surance for all time that the workers are capable of produecing
such a party and such a leadership in other countries and on an
international scale. Even if the revolution failed once and twice,
history is still pushing relentlessly in the direction of its eventual
victory.

We are proud of our record on the Russian question. What-
ever may befall, whatever future defeats may be in store before
the Russian revolution begins the ascending climb again, not one
stain of dishonor will fall upon the banner of the Fourth Inter-
national. It was the Fourth International, it was Trotsky and his
disciples, who before any others began the struggle against
treacherous and degenerating Stalinism. It was the Fourth Inter-
national which explained, on the basis of Marxism, the causes of
the degeneration. And in spite of all the slanders, the frame-ups,
the persecutions, the blood of our comrades shed by the renegade
bureaucracy, we never sought to take revenge on the Soviet Union;
we never once faltered in its defense. If the Soviet Union should
finally .succumb to the strangulating grip of the bureaucracy on
the one side, and the blows of imperialism on the other—even
then no one can justly say by so much as one word that the
Fourth International failed in its ‘duty ‘of defending the Russian
revolution to the very end. That is one of the proudest assets of
our movement.

The U.S. And Colonial Workers

When the United States entered the war it certainly was no
surprise to us. It was no surprise to any grown-up person., Our
position on the war, as I have remarked before and as our resolu-
tion says, was stated in the Minneapolis trial on the basis of the
programmatic documents that we had previously adopted. Our
position today is the same. Not only are we opposed to American
imperialism and consequently to its war; we are also opposed to
the theory that American imperialism is invineible and will conquer
the world and live a thousand years. We see the United States
driven by contradictions. It is caught in the hopeless decay of
capitalism as a world system and is going down with it, The formal
entry of U, S, imperialism into the war is not an éxpression of its
strength, but of its incurable malady.

They have day-dreams in Washington of America replacing
Britain as m a s t e r of the world, of policing the whole
of this vast globe with its teeming millions of people, of becoming
the center of tribute and plunder to be extracted from the toil
of all the peoples of the world. They dream, as this mad-man
Hitler dreams, of a thousand years of world mastery. They will
never realize their dream, and we will do our part to see that
their disillusionment ‘does not come too late.

The workers in the United States are the power; their power
is far greater than that of all the master-minds, the exploiters,
the generals and the statesmen. The workers of the United States
have been betrayed by their official organizations, they have been
betrayed by their whole official leadership. But these leaders,
after all, are only transitory, fill-in men. Their days are numbered.
The real spirit and quality of the American proletariat are shown
by the fact that they more than doubled the membership of the
trade unions in the space of less than ten years. Five million
workers organized themselves in a series of great class battles.
The American workers give formal obeisance to the war mainly
because they have been deluded into the idea that that is the
only way to fight Hitlerism. They want to fight Hitlerism—and
they are right in that impulse—and the revolutionary class way
of waging the fight, the way outlined in our program, remains as
yet unknown to the vast majority.

But in spite of that, in spite of their support of the war, the
American workers, every chance they get, denionstrate their
hostility to every encroachment of the bourgeoisie at home. They
resist step by step every attempt to take from them those things
they really value and treasure, which they have won in struggle—
their unions, their working conditions, hours, wages, etc. With the
further development of the war and the terrible disillusionment
that must come to the masses of the people when the burdens of
the war lay more and more upon them; when the fight for the very
smallest economic question becomes of necessity g political strug-
gle—then, we can be confident, the political awakening of the
American proletariat will not lag far behind, That awakening can
come long before the imperialists’ rosy dreams of waqrld conquests

are realized. These dreams will be interrupted forever by the,

Ameriean working class.

The fourth great world event, or rather a connected series of
events, which we mention in our resolution, is the upsurge of
national self-confidence in Asia. In 1917 the imperialist chain
broke at its weakest link, backward Russia, There are many in-
dications that this time Asia, which in two countries alone—China
and India—has a population amounting to two-fifths of humanity,
will prove to be the weakest link in the ehain of world imperialism.

In the first World War the peoples of Asia were practically non-
existent poiitically, passive, scarcely heard from in the great
veverberations of the world. In this war, from the beginning, the
masses of Asia are in the very center of events and are exerting
a decisive influence upon their further development. Here is the
source of the most optimistic revolutionary hope.

We know Lenin’s program, the program of the alliance of
the proletariat in the advanced countries with the struggle of the
colonial peoples for independence and free national development,
In this trend of events in the Orient we see again a brilliant con-
firmation of this masterful idea., The proletarian revolution in
Russia awakened the Asiatic people. Now the insurgent people of
China and India, in turn, can stimulate a mass movement of the
workers in the imperialist centers and, together with them, begin
the upward march of humanity from the black abyss of imperialist
reaction, decay and war.

We alone expected these grave events and counted on them,
The World Congress of the Fourth International in 1938, consider-
ing the approaching war, said that some of the eolonial or semi-
colonial countries would undoubtedly attempt to utilize the war
in order te cast off the yoke of slavery. The World Congress of
1938 not only anticipated that the colonial people would rise dur-
ing the war, but in advance characterized their war as not im-
perialist but liberating, That is precisely what the peoples of
China and India are doing. They are utilizing the war to the best
of their ability to gain some freedom for themselves, We fully
support them in every step forward they make, regardless of the
initial auspices of the struggle. We are not champions of the
colonial bourgeoisie. We are champions of the leadership of the
colonial proletariat. But we support each and every forward step
that the national bourgeoisie is compelled to take, insofar as it
helps the movement forward, '

The Manifesto of the Emergency Conference of the Fourth
International in May 1940, again stated: “By its very creation of
enormous difficulties and dangers for the imperialist metropolitan
states, the war opens up wide possibilities for the oppressed peo-
ples. The rumbling of cannon in Europe heralds the approaching
hour of their liberation.”

What prophetic words were written two and one-half years
ago by Comrade Trotsky when he drafted the manifesto of the
Emergency Conference! He foresaw that precisely in backward
Asia, the weakest link of the imperialist chain may snap and
create the conditions for the breaking of imperialist domination
everywhere,

Consider the Chinese fight. Five years of military resistance
to the power of Japanese imperialism, five years of military
resistance, not thanks to Chiang Xai-shek and his bourgeois
regime, but despite it; despite the strangulation and restriction
of the popular mass movement by the innately treacherous bourge-
ois rule. We see in that five years fight, carried on under such
difficulties, what latent powers reside in the Chinese people, what
energies would have been released had the ‘great Chinese revolu-

- tion of 1926-27 been properly led and not betrayed into the hands
of ‘its enemies, One of the greatest crimes of Stalinism is thé
betrayal of the Chinese revolution,

We know Chiang Kai-shek as the hangman of the Chinese
revolution, aided by Stalin. But despite Chiang Kai-shek and
against him, the Fourth International and its heroic Chinese sec-
tion has supported China in the war against Japan; and, in the

opinion of our Natiom}l Committee, there is no valid reason to
change now. To be sure, the United States imperialists. would like
to take the place of Japan in China. There is no doubt of that.
There is no doubt that their aims in the Orient are not benevolent
but predatory. The replacement of Japan in China and the sub-
jugation of China to the exploitation of the United States money
gang is undoubtedly one of their great aims in the war. But it is
far from realization yet. Meantime, China exerts more indepen-
dence than ever, both in the attitude of its people and in the
distorted expressions which this attitude finds in the policy of
the bourgeois government of China.

We had wonderful gems of wisdom on this question from the
ex-disciples of the late professor Burnham. China was supported
by the Fourth International and, from force of habit, they also
continued to support China up until December, 1941. And then
what happened ? The United States out-post in Hawaii was bombed
by the Japanese; the next day America declared war on Japan;
and then, ipso facto, as they say in legal circles, we learned that
no more support of the Chinese war against Japan could be
allowed. The fact that the very first military consequence of the
war was the further isolation of China, the cutting of the Burma
road, and the necessarily greater reliance of China on her inde-
pendent struggle—these facts counted for nothing, Our policy
was supposed to be determined, automatically, it would seem, by
the developments of diplomacy in Washington and Tokio. Well,
the very kindest thing I can say for that kind of theory is that it
is absurd schematism. However, that is not a just appraisal, such
as one might make of the position of a genuine sectarian leftist
who is at least a revolutionist—as Trotsky said—in his own
imagination. I think this is an artificial leftism, representing a
belated attempt to compensate for errors made in the other diree-
tion, errors which amounted to crimes and betrayals, This pseudo-
leftism easily turns out to be political treachery on the part of
people who are really beginning te be experts in this business.

We support China against Japan as we support India against
Great Britain, as long as the war involves the Chinese masses and
the element of independence predominates, We don’t support the
United States against Japan, and needless to say, we don't support
Japan against the United States. We support China against all
the imperialists, and in this particular case, against ¢he im-
mediate enemy, Japan. And in the further development of military
events, if American imperialism replaces Japan, our attitude
remains fundamentally the same. We won’t quit supporting China;
we will continue supporting it against the enemy of the mament,
American imperialism instead of Japan. That is the Leninist policy
which always seeks an opening for participation in the struggle,.
not a loop-hole to escape f10m it., Nothing has happened yet to
change fundamentally the situation which prompted the Fourth
International to declare its support of the Chinese war in 1937,
five years ago. T

India was awakened by the war and is pmperljv taking ad-
vantage of the difficulties and weaknesses of the British Empire to
advance her own rightful claim to independence. India’s four
hundred million people are rising. That is the great misfortune
of world imperialism, and at the same time, it is the source of
revolutionary hope and .inspiration for the workers of the entire
world. We foresaw this also. We prepared for it, we and our co-
workers throughout the world.

The great struggle in India is beginning to develop under the
leadership of the Congress, that is, the native bourgeoisie. We
support this movement, this action, because, as Comrade Trotsky -
wrote in his Open Letter to the Workers of India, we support

“every single small forward step the bourgeoisie may feel obliged

to take under the pressure of the masses. But what we see and
what we count on is the sweeping movement of the masses. We
support the first steps even though they are initiated or formally
sponsored by others, in order to aid the mass movement to develop,
on a wider basis, break out of the narrow bounds of the program
of the national bourgeois leadership, and eventually turn against
them too, to the full unfoldment of the movement of the masses
on the program of the permanent revolution,

The workers’ vanguard in India enters the struggle with a
rounded-out program, with selected and capable cadres, with
qualified leaders who have recently consolidated the groups in
Ceylon, Burma and India into one centralized organization, the
Bolshevik-Leninist Party of India. This party has formally af-
filiated to the Fourth International.

The . convention should formally send the Indian comrades our
greetings and our promise to give them all possible help in their
great historic struggle.

It certainly would be a good thing if this could be the key
note of our convention: an action of international solidarity in
behalf of a section of the Fourth International which is on the
line of fire. That would symbolize the gratitude we feel for all the
good things that have been given to us by the international move-
ment, and its great leader, Comrade Trotsky.

This is, properly speaking, our tenth convention, We are not
a newly-fledged party. It is fourteen years ago &his very month
that we raised the banner of Trotsky and the Russian Opposition
in the Central Committee of the Communist Party of the United
States. Then began the rebirth of the veritable movement of
American communism under the banner of Trotsky. Behind us
there are fourteen years of work and struggle; fourteen years
of rich and varied experience, of the testing of programs and the
testing of people. Out of that crucible has come a party that is
strong and unified and confident of its future.

Next to the Russian section of the Fourth International—
which lives we are sure and struggles in totalitarian darkness—
next to the Russian section we are the oldest, and are universally
regarded as the strongest and most experienced detachment of
our international movement, That puts obligations upon us, From
those to whom much has been given, much is demanded. We are
obliged to give fraternal assistance, material and political, to our
struggling comrades in other lands. We have done this since the
beginning. We shall continue to do so. But the greatest gift we
can give to them, the greatest service we can render to world-
wide humanity, is to stick resolutely to our course, to our uncom-
promising and irreconcilable struggle against the most rapacious
enemy of mankind, United States imperialism.

_Ah, but the faint hearts say, American imperialism is so rich;
it is so strong; who dares to challenge it? We do. We dare, We
see not only its strength; we see also its internal weakness, its

hopeless contradictions. We see the historic doom that has already
been pronounced upon this imperialist monster. We know that this
is their day, but we also know, with no less certainty, that
tomorrow is our day. Our enemies are strong, but our program,
our cadre? our discipline, are stonger and will prevail,

We are inspired in our fight by the most completely self-
justifying, the most powerful driving incentive that has ever heen
known—our faith in man and his grandiose communist future.
Whatever may befall any of ys individually, participation in the
fight for the communist future of mankind is the only justifiable
life in this epoch, the happiest and the most satisfyimg life.
Whether we as individuals take part in the final victory—and many
who are here in this hall will surely do so—or whether some of us
as individuals perish in the fight—that is not of much consequence.
That is only the soldier’s hazard, it is not the most important
thing. The most important thing is that we. live in the fight and
for the fight. Let all the other things take care of themselves.

The brutally blunt statement of
Rear Admiral Emory S. Land on
Oct. 19 to the effeet that he would
like to shoot every labor organ-
izer at sunrise has (‘.'led.lE(l con-
sternation in the ranks of middle-
class democrats and labor lead-
ers. They live in a land of dreams
wherg democracy reigns supreme
and where all persons in charge
of running the ship of state are
supposedly possessed of the same
devotion to the rule of the people
as they are. They have begun a
campaign to have the individual
who disturbed their slumbers ve-
moved from office; if they sue-
ceeded they will be satisfied, point
to the great victory of democracy
and slumber on.

While revolutionary workers
will not decline to support any
movement to oust Land from of-
fice, they will be ecareful not to
create the impression that his re-
moval would in any way improve
the sitnation. On the contrary
they will utilize the incident to
teach the workers that Land did
not utter his own personal opin-
ion but the opinion of the officers
as a group. On the hasis of the
statement they will try to con-
vinee the workers that under the
leadership of men like Land, who
rule the armed forces of the na-
tion, there can never be a war
against fascism; that the officers
are not devoted to demoeracy but
to the rule of the capitalist class
and that so long as capitalism ex-.
ists the army will be under the
rule of men who hate organized |
labor and who would like nothing
better than to erush labor in the
same way that Hitler erushed
German labor. ,
Here and there an officer who
is a sincere democrat may appear
on the scene but, as a group, the
officers of the armed forces in
a capitalist country are most reac-
tionary and will at all times loy-
ally defend the interests of the
capitalist class.

E
In theory the armed forces

in a democracy are subject to the
control of the elected civilians.

Sentiments
Caste Revealed By Land

By M. MORRISON

Of Officer

const‘itutioﬁ and leadership of the

clusively that essentially he is in-
terested in preserving the rule oE
the capitalist class.

It is of course possible (hati an
officer may be removed Dby the
President for some particularly
glaring indiscretion. It is noi un-
likely that because of the reactipn

may be kicked upstairs or given
a position where he will no longer
appear in the public eve. So long
as democracy exists under capital-
ism, so long are the rulers ve-
quired to pay some attention to.
the sentiments of the masses. The
unwritten rule is that officers stay
out of polities and refrain from.
doing or saying anything that
may embarrass the government.
And that very rule serves the in-
terests of the ruling class because
it keeps under cover the reaetion-
ary sentiments of the officer caste.
* ok

What makes the. officers so ve-
actionary? Generally speaking
‘they are not wealthy, but their
‘training and environment are
such as to make them the most
ardent defenders of the ruling
class, the most willing and pliant
tools of reaction. Higher officers
are on intimate terms with the
wealthy capitalists and frequently,
through tips on the market, are
given the opportunity of adding to
their comparatively modest in-
come. '

It is significant that in this
country a recognized class distine-
tion exists only in the armed
foreces. The rule veguiring sol-
diers to salute their suneviors and
the unwritten rule dividing men
from officers in every social aetiv-
ity are indications of the truly
reactionary nature of the army.
and navy.

Nowhere does there exist such
an anti-labor sentiment as among
the officers. It is no exaggeration
to say that they weuld much
rather fight against the unions
than against the fasecists.

£o#

If in peace time the officers are

army and navy. This proved con- .

to the statement of Tand that he =

The President of the United States [ compelled more or less to stay in
is at the same time the command- | the background, war affords them

er-in-chief of the armed forces.
But in practice the army and
navy constitute an independent
force net subject to the rule of
elected officials. Rarely indeed
does even the President interfere
with the running of the army and
navy. Certainly officers are not
chosen or removed on the hasis
of their progressive or reactionary
sentiments.

The President, as a civilian,
must necessarily rely on trained
officers to lead the army and navy.
Although politdes in the appoint-
ment of higher officers is not alto-
gether eliminated even in war
time, an elected civilian would
hesitate to interfere with the con-
duct of an institution which de-
mands_ leadership that has re-
ceived extensive training. And it
must also be taken into consider-
ation that the armed forces of a|
nation are most important for
maintaining order and stability
and by that is meant the order
and stability under the rule of
the capitalist class.

The result is that governments
may change but the armed forces
continue as they are. No echange
occurs in® the leadership of the
armed forces regardless of what
party assumes control of the gov-
ernment, unless it is a revolution-
ary Marxist party. Only a party
that intends to liquidate the eap-
italist system Iimmediately will
completely reorganize the armed
forces whenever it gaing control
of the government. The real na-
ture of a party — whether it is
a capitalist party or one really
interested in the working class —
can be recognized by its attitude
to the armed forces after it gains
control of the government. The
great liberal, Roosevelt, did not
malke the slighest move, when

ing end of the war.

the opportunity to come forward
and assume the real power. Poli-
ticians in Congress may de all
the talking and their committees
may do a lot of investigating but
real control rvests in the hands of
‘the ‘army and navy. When Jef~
fers, the rubber czar, stated that
the army will get everything they
want regardless of any politician, .
he offended the politicians not be-
cause he was saying something
out of the ordinary, but because
he stated it so openly. It is taken.
for granted in Washington that

'the army and navy get what they

want.
And the higher officers do not

[take a single step, certainly on

the question of production, with-
out rconsultation with and adviee
from the dollar-a-year men who
represent Big Business and are
actually in control of the produc-
It is very
revealing that the army and navy
refused to permit any ceiling on
the prices of war material, thus
assuring their capitalist friends
and masters a steady flow of high
profits.

The econclusion is inescapable.

The war is fought in the interests

of monopoly capitalism both on
the external and internal fronts.

wok ®

Whether Land is removed from
office is .not the most important
thing for class-conscious workers.”
For they understand that anothex
officer put in his place will have
the same opinions although he
may mnot express them openly. .
What is important is to draw the
general lesson: de met trust the
officers, servants of the capitalist
| class, to fight a war against fas- -
cism. To fight fasciam you must
establish your own government
and ecreate your own group of

elected to office, te ehange the

officers.
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JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:

1. Military training of workers, financed
by the government, but under control
of the trade unions. Special officers’
training camps, financed by the gov-
ernment but controlled by the trade
unions, to train workers to become
officers. v

Trade union wages for all workers
drafted into the army.

Full equality for Negroes in the armed
forces and the war industries—Down
with Jim Crowism everywhere.
Confiscation of all war profits. Expro-
priation of all war industries and their
operation under workers’ control.
For a rising scale of wages to meet the
rising cost of living.

Workers Defense Guards against vig-
ilante and fascist attacks.

An Independent Labor Party based on
the Trade Unions.

A Workers’ and Farmers’
ment.

WILLKIE'S SPEECH |

The upsurge of national self-confidence of the

Govern-

colonial peoples of Asia, demanding complete free-
dom from all the imperialist powers, suspicious of
all the imperialist powers — this was Willkie's
main preoccupation in his radio speech Teporting
on his trip around the world. It hit him right be-
tween the eyes.

He tried to distinguish the United States from
the other imperialist powers, including England,

claiming that “American business enterprise, un-

like that of most other industrial nations, does not
necessarily lead to political control or imperial-
ism.” Hence, he asserted, there is among the colo-
nial peoples “a great reservoir of good will” to-
ward America. _

But he also felt compelled to note so many
" “holes punched in our reservoir of good will” that,
in the end, his asserted distinction between Amer-
ica and the other imperialisms did not sound very
convincing. The net effect was a picture of the
colonial peoples hostile to all the imperialist pow-
ers. Of the attitude of these peoples, Willkie said,
in part:

“Their doubts were expressed to me in simple, un-
mistakable questions. ‘Is there to be a charter only
for the millions of the Western Hemisphere?’ they
asked. ‘Is there to be no charter of freedom for the
billions of the East?’. . . _

“Many of them also asked me the question which

. has become almost a symbol all through Asia: What
about India?, . .

“After centuries of ignorant and dull compliance
ht_mdreds of millions of peoples in Eastern Europe and
Asia have opened the books, Qld fears no longer

- frighten them. They are no longer willing to be
* Eastern slaves for Western profits. . . Mem and
women in Russia and China and in the Middle East
are conscious now of their own potential strength.
They are coming to know that many of the'decisions
about the future of the world lie in their hands.”

Willkie’s references to semi-colonial China’s sus-
picious attitude toward Washington were particu-
Jarly significant, coming as they did AFTER
Roosevelt’s promise immediately to negotiate a
treaty ending extra-territorial rights in China. Had
Willkie believed that this treaty would substan-
tially change the attitude of the people of China
toward Washington, he would have certainly said
s0. ;

Nothing that the “democratic” or fascist im-
perialists can say can win them the confidence of
the colonial peoples, whose exploitation ‘is the very
foundation-stone of all the imperialists. China and
India’s struggle for freedom is awakening all the
colonial peoples of Asia, Africa and the Middle
East. They cannot be lulled to sleep by the Will-
kies and Roosevelts, nor by the Mikado and Hit-
ler. The awakening of the colonial peoples is per-
haps the most revolutionary factor in the world

today.

- Leon Henderson
Fixes The Consumers

By A. ROLAND

The worker who trusts a capitalist government to
pursue economic policies that will benefit the masses
of people, will invariably suffer a rude awakening.
The Office of Price Administration, under the show-
manship of Leon Henderson, has hardly begun to “fix”
price ceilings, when already it is found “fixing” the
consumer — but good! Even the Congressional co-
workers of the Price Administrator have winced at
the obvious raw deal that the inestimable Leon is at-
tempting to palm off.

The Roosevelt administration believes in nothing, if
not in individualist business enterprise. It would never
dream of taking over the strategic mass production
industries and running them in the most organized
and efficient manner possible, with the workers having
a say in control of production. But when there is a
chance for the big monopolies to make any kind of
extra profit at the expense of the toilers, leave it to
the expert administrators, They will always find the
proper formula for pulling the wool over unwary eyes.

Who Gets Squeezed?

Take the small item of wheat. It seems that there
is an uncontrollable desire on the part of those who
bring the wheat to market to jack up its price, Leon
gets busy and finds that it is the farmer who wants
more for his wheat and who therefore is exerting a
“squeeze” on the millers. These poor millers — who
are among the greatest monopolists in the United
States — find themselves squeezed between the farm-
ers — and the price ceilings just set for flour.

Henderson dislikes to see a squeeze on anybody
but the masses of people. He hastens to the rescue of
the millers. He proposes that prices to the consumer
remain the same by gubsidizing the farmer. Congress
just refused to permit such subsidies, But that does
not faze Henderson. He connives with the Agricultural
Department to secure an indirect subsidy. The govern-
ment has taken over millions of bushels of wheat by
loaning money for the wheat to the farmers, (Actually
the loan was made to those who really control the
wheat, to the big flour mills). Henderson proposes to
release this wheat back to the “farmers” at less than
the loan price, so that they may sell it to the millers
at the ceiling price for wheat. This will enable the
poor millers to avoid the “squeeze” and sell flour at
its proper ceiling.

Some -congressmen have objected to this scheme.
But don’t get the idea that their objection is based on
the fact that the whole idea is false, because in the
end it is the public who is laying out the-subsidy and
thereby paying more for wheat and flour and bread.
Their objection is that Henderson is concerned not
with the farmer, who will benefit very little if at all,
but with the mill monopolists., As the N, Y., Times
puts it: “This will remove any danger of flour millers
being squeezed between advancing wheat prices and the
flour ceiling.” It doesn’t seem to have occurred to any-
one that the middlemen could be eliminated from the
picture entirely if the government would take over
the marketing of wheat, and that this would not only
enable the farmer to get much more for his wheat, but
would actually lower prices to the masses. An excellent
way to prevent inflation!

Wheat, however, is only one little item in the whole
process of inflating prices, Under the guise of “straight
ening out” injustices that resulted when pork prices
were set, Henderson has added to the market price
of pork. Subsidies have already been given to soy-
“bean ‘“growers” (Henry Ford is one of the largest
“growers” in the country) and to those handling cof-
fee, Incidentally the coffee monopolists are withholding
coffee from the market, thereby putting the “squeeze”
on their government for an increase, which they will
probably get. Nor is the matter of subsidies, or indi-
rect price increases, confined to foods. The copper
barons have also aroused the deepest sympathies of
the Price Administrator.

Other Formulas Used Against Consumers

Other monopolists have not waited patiently for
their slice of national administrative kindness. They
have found their own well-tried formulas for “adjust-
ing"” prices upwards, Campbell’s Soup offers the most
brazen example. Campbell has suddenly discovered a
“New Process” for making clam chowder, tomato soup,
and what not. It's a strange thing that in the past
new processes have been introduced with an eye to
making things better and yet more cheaply, Not so
Campbell, Their “New Process” (which is the simple
matter of printing these two magic words on their
labels, and nothing more) has added so much in the
way of health-giving qualities, 'that the price of a
twelve cent can has risen to eighteen cents—a 50 per
cent inerease at one blow!

The worker, we repeat, who places his trust naively
in the capitalist government to carry out its prom-
ises of keeping down the cost of living, will find his
soup bitter to the taste. The government is quite
serious with regard to one thing that enters into the
price category; that is, the price of labor. Wages
and small salaries will be held rigidly down. Every-
body but the workers will cooperate fully to see to
that. The administration will dangle the threat of in-
flation before the masses every time a union dares
to ask for increases to meet the rising cost of living.

But actually the government wishes to see a widen-
ing gap between earnings of the toilers and the cost
of living. It acknowledges as much whenever it talks
about decreasing the purchasing power of the masses.
The laws having to do with fixing, price fixing, and
income and other taxes, are all interlinked with this
in mind. Wages have been fixed at what they are, but
prices have been set at ceilings that meant in all cases
an actual increase over what they had been, as every
housewife knows. The worker has only one remedy,
his own political power.

For a Rising Scale of
Wages to Meet
Rising Living Costs

If it had been possible, the Socialist Workers
Party would have nominated its own candidates
in New York in the present election as this
would have provided the party with the best
means of emphasizing the most important issue:
the struggle against the imperialist war and the
whole anti-labor program bound up with it. How-
ever, the New York election laws are loaded
heavily against minority parties and made our
participation in the present election with our own
candidates technically impossible. Under these
conditions, following our established policy, we
vote for those candidates of the American Labor
Party who are running independently—not on
the slate of the Democratic or Republican parties
—without thereby endorsing in any way the
program of the ALP,

The war program of the. official leadership of
the ALP is an extension of its peace program,
i.e., class collaboration and support of the Roose-
velt administration. We are opposed to this pro-
gram, Our program, in war and peace, is the
program of the class strugle. In this election, as
in all elections, we advocate only our own pro-
gram. Our votes for the independent candidates

of the ALP are votes for the idea of independent
political action by the workers not for the pro-
gram of the ALP,

The ALP originated in the 1936 presidential
election as the result of two contradictory
tendencies in a strong section of the New York
labor movement. A mass of organized workers
desived an independent party of their own and
did not want to be registered or counted as
Democrats or Republicans, The official leadership
was tied body and soul to the Roosevelt ad-
ministration and wanted at all cost to deliver the
labor vote to it. This difficulty was temporarily
bridged over, and the official leadership suc-
ceeded in accomplishing its immediate object, by
the device of forming the ALP as a separate
party with Roosevelt, Lehman, ete, as its candi-
dates. In 1937 the ALP supported LaGuardia who

Fusion parties. :
The same scheme has been employed, to
reconcile the same contradiction of tendencies,

was also the candidate of the Republican and.

The New York Elections

A Statement by The National Committee of
- The Socialist Workers Party

in every election since that time. It has not yet
been possible for the bureauecrats to dissolve the
ALP because of the strong impulse of the rank
and file trade unionists for greater political in-
dependence and a party of their own. In most
of these elections the ALP has found it necessary
to nominate some candidates for minor offices
independently of the capitalist parties, In every

- case where this has been done the SWP, making

it clear that we oppose the program of the ALP,
has given electoral support to such independent
candidates while rejecting those candidates of the
ALP who ran also as candidates of one or an-
other of the bourgeois parties. The guiding line
which determined our position in each case is our
support of independent political action by the
workers. There is no principle reason to change
this position in the present election.

The Decisive Question

To -be sure, the miserable and treacherous
leaders of the ALP find themselves conducting an
independent campaign this year very much
against their will. They are doing so only because
the Democratic Party rejected their modest
request that it nominate one bourgeois scoundrel
(Mead) instead of another bourgeois scoundrel
(Bennett), and because the sentiments of the
workers forbid them to dissolve the ALP at
Roosevelt’s command,

But the reasons which prompt reformist labor
leaders to sponsor an independent labor ticket
are of no fundamental concern to us. Nor is the
personality of the candidate the decisive question.
Alfange, the candidate for governor, is g political
adventurer from Tammany Hall. But he is no
worse and no better than the other leading figures
of the ALP. We do not distinguish between good
and bad fakers. What is important and decisive
is the fact of an independent ticket nominated by
a party based on trade unions. We don’t support
the leaders or their program. We support inde-
pendent political action by the workers. For
that reason, and that reason only, we vote for
the independent candidates of the ALP in the
present election.

How Wages Are
Cut By Taxes

The chart on the right is taken
from the September, 1942 issue of
the Fconomic Outlook published
by the CIO.

It shows very graphically hew
the wages of a worker earning ap-
proximately $1500 a ‘year are cut
by taxes.

The 10 per cent Sales tax was
not made into law. In its place
Congress levied a 5 per cent “Vie-
tory Tax.”

Military Experts Report
Needless Loss Of Life

How To Destroy
Fascism Abroad And

Prevent It At Home

Excerpts from George Breitman'’s
Radio Address Over Station WPAT
On October 24

(Continued from page 1)
who make mistakes that even an
ordinary seamen would know en-
ough to avoid? It has removed
Vice-Admiral Robert L. Ghormely
and Vice Admiral William S. Pye
from their command in the South
Pacific and put Vice Admiral Wil-
liam F. Halsey Jr. and Vice Ad-
miral Herbert F. Leary in their
place.

The N. Y. Times approves the
change and says editorially: “Ad-
miral Halsey has proved himself
a resourceful and aggressive lead-
er.,”

Py, the darling of the “Lib-
erals,” follows closely behind:
“Vice-Admiral William F. Halsey,
Jr., new Pacific commander, has
a record of brilliant successes a-

ested in discussing at this time.
But defeats such as those suffered
in the Solomon Islands disaster
described above, originate primar-
ily from the undemocratic system
in the armed forces.

Every position of importance in
the Navy from the top command
down to the rung above chief pet-
ty officer is obtained by appoint-
ment. The criterion for these ap-
pointments is political influence
and class position. The privileged
and, idle sons of the rich find a
quick way to the top through the
exclusive doors of Annapolis. A
college graduate without a single
day's sea experience receives a
higher commission in the navy
than most enlisted sailors can get
after years of service. Incompe-

gainst the Japs.”

What they both carefully re-
frain from saying is that the same
kind of procedure occurred. after
the disaster at Pearl Harbor: gold
braids were dismissed, gold braids
were appointed.

What they also refrain from
saying, but what sticks out like
a sore thumb, is the fact that the
RANK AND FILE SAILORS ARE
NOT CONSULTED; THEY ARE
IGNORED WHEN THE QUES-
TION OF PREVENTING NEED-
LESS LOSS OF LIFE IS IN-
VOLVED. Obviously, according
to the present procedure, the duty
of the rank and file sailor is to
keep his mouth shut and be sur-
prised “on ships like sitting
ducks,” while “the admiral in com-
mand leaves the scene in his flag-
ship” or while ships are sunk
“when steaming at a low speed
and on a fixed patrol course in

areas known to be infested by en-
emy submarines.”

HOW OFFICERS
ARE SELECTED

The question of the military out-
come of the operations in the
South Pacific is not of primary
importance to those who under-
stand the real nature of this war.
Vicetory in such actions depends

tence, ignorance, fear and stupid-
ity ride the bridge of most Amer-
ican naval vessels. Every crisis
has the making of disaster for
the sailors on the ships. The men
who sail the ships in time of war
sometimes have more to fear from
the mistakes of their own officers
than they have from the on-
slanghts of the -enemy.

FOR DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS!

The two Pearl Harbors which

they cannot be prevented by the
reshuffling of a few top officers.
If the men who sail the ships and
do the fighting had the right to
choose their own officers by de-
mocratic vote, officers would then
be selected by proved ability, by
demonstration of leadership and
initiative under fire. If any mis-
takes were made, corrections
could and would quickly be made
by the democratic procedure of
recall. Privilege, political influ-
ence wouldn't stand a chance, and
incompetence would soon be root-
ed out, Only merit would count.
And under such a democratic sys-
tem, the real leaders would quick-
Iy and easily make their way to
the top.

There is no other solution to
the wholesale slaughter of im-
perialist war than the abolition
of capitalism and the establish-
ment of a socialist society, But
there is an answer to the need-
less loss of life among soldiers
ahd sailors which results from
the incompetence of the privileg-
ed officers caste: DEMOCRAT-
IZE THE ARMED FORCES!
GIVE THE SOLDIERS AND
SAILORS THERI G H T TO

have already been reported may
be followed by others. Certainly

ELECT THEIR OWN
OFFICERS!
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Stated briefly, fascism is the naked dictatorship of
the ecapitalist class, resorted to when Big DBusiness
becomes dissatisfied with the amount of profits it is
making under the democratic form of capitalism,

World capitalism — the system under which the
great majority of the people toil and barely manage
to eke out an existence while the employers make prof-
it out of their toil — has reached a stage of perman-
ient crisis and degeneration, offering the masses only
the prospeet of new periods of depression and unems-
ployment, each worse than the previous one, and in-
terrupted only by outbreaks of war and feverish pro-
duction for war.

The crisis of capitalism brings not only suffering
to the masses, but also a lower rate of profit to Big
Business. The answer of Big Business to this crisis
is not the scrapping of the outworn capitalist system,
but an organized and vicious attack on the living
standards of the workers, which can be sure of suc-
cess only when the workers no longer have unions
and parties through which they can resist the bosses’
attacks.

In Germany and Italy and Spain the capitalists fi-
nanced the fascists and brought them to power. Their
purpose was to smash the workers’ organizations so
that wages and living standards would be lowered and
profits increased, and to utterly destroy the people’s
democratic rights — freedom of speech, press and
assemblage—so that it would be most difficult for them
to do away with the decaying capitalist system. . .

The threat of fascism to the American workers
doesn’t come from abroad alone, it also arises right
here in the United States, from the capitalist class
which is not interested in democracy but only in
profits, and doesn’t care under what kind of govern-
ment it gets them. There are plenty of people in this
country who are would-be Hitlers, and there are even
more people who are preparing the way for an Amer-
ican Hitler — the politicians who want by legislation
or decree to weaken and destroy the trade unions
and undermine the democrati¢ rights of the people;
the demagogues who preach anti-Semitism; the de-~
fenders of Jim Crowism — all those, in short, who
pretend that the way to defeat Hitler is by imitating
him.

That is why the Socialist Workers Party, also known
as the Trotskyist party, which I represent in the cur-
rent election campaign, says to the American work-
ers that the only way to prevent fascism from com=-
ing to power in the United States is by beating the
capitalists to the punch, by not giving the capitalists
and their Hitlers the time to prepare for fascism or
the opportunity to institute it.

The only way to prevent fascism is by disposing of
the rotten capitalist system and replacing it with a
Workers’ and Farmers’ Government able to solve the
economic and social problems of the masses by putting
America’s productive forces to work creating the
goods the people need. . . '

Applying the same eriterion to the meaning and
origin of fascism, we can say definitely that the present
war against the Axis is not a war to destroy fascism.
For none of the people at the head of the United States
or British governments has the slightest intention of
doing away with the capitalist system and the rule of
the capitalist class in the Axisg countries. Their grievance
is not against fascism as sueh; in fact, it is well known
that American and British capital were offered and used
to bring Hitler to power. Their grievance is rather
against the attempt of the Axis fascists to redivide the
world and its markets and colonies. As the British
Foreign Minister, Anthony Eden, publiely stated only
last January: “The trouble with Hitler was not that he
was a Nazi at home. The trouble with him was that he
would not stay at home. . .”

The only way to arouse the German masses to revos
lutionary anti-fascist action is by appealing to them
to make a revolution and assuring them that instead
of punishing the German people the workers in other
lands will support them in that revolution and join
them in building a new society after the war.

But this is precisely what the Roosevelt-Churchill
governments refuse to do, because they are more afraid
of a socialist revolution than they are of fascism or a
fascist victory. . . The Socialist Workers Party says that
the way to defeat fascism abroad is by establishing a
Workers' and Farmers' Government at home which
alone would wage revolutionary warfare and could win
the confidence and collaboration of the German masses
and could disintegrate Hitler's armies from within and
from the rear, as the Soviet Union under Lenin and
Trotsky did to the armies of the imperialist invaders in
the early days of the Russian Revolution.

There are numerous other policies which prove to us
that this is not a genuine war to destroy fascism or
extend democracy. To mention but a few:

What kind of war to destroy fasecism is it when
President Roosevelt openly extends a hand of friend-
ship to the fascist butcher of Spain, Franco, and of-
fers to help put the Spanish fascist regime “on its
feet economically?” What kind of war for democracy
is it that is led by Vargas, the brutal dictator of
Brazil, whose record is just as bloody as Hitler’s?,
Are fascists cleansed of their crimes when they are
neutral or allied to the United States?

What kind of war for democracy is it. when the Negro
people are Jim Crowed in industr'y and in the govern-
ment's armed forces? The world is revolted by Hitler's
vicious persecution of minority groups, but how much
better is the ruling class’ treatment of the Negro
minority in this country? How muech bhetter is the
theory of “white supremacy” than the theory of “Aryan
superiority”? Is discrimination against color any better
than diserimination against religion?

What kind of war for democracy is it that denies
the Indian people the democratic right to rule them-
selves, a right the American people fought a revolu-
tion to obtain in 1776? If it is criminal for Hitler to
subject the people of Europe to his rule, is it not
equally criminal for British imperialism to subject
India to its rule or for United States imperialism to
subject Puerto Rico to its rule? '

@




