(=3

VOL. VI.—No. 26

The Hudson Walkout E

And Race Prejudice

See Editorial On Page 4

Agreements and

The New Soviet

i

A Second Front

By Felix Morrow

Hitler's attack on the Soviet Union made war allies of Brit-
ain, the United States and the USSR, but did not change the
fundamental attitude of the capitaiist “democracies’” toward the
first workers’ state. Nor is that fundamental attitude changed
by the May 26 British-Russian Treaty and the June 11 U. S.-
Soviet Lease-Lend Agreement. Every real friend of the Soviet
Union must understand this basic fact.

The Soviet military officer who -writes the Daily Worker
commentaries on the military fronts once blurted out what the
real attitude of the “‘democracies” is. Indicating various examples
of Jack of British military activity where it would  best aid the
Soviet Union, he wrote: : -

“The (British) idea might be to see the Soviet Union
win the war with one division left. Furthermore, this writer
doubts that the British Imperial General Staff enjoys the
sight of a developing guerilla warfare in the German rear
. .. Guerilla — civil — class — these are all unwelcome ad-
jectives for the noble word War.” (Daily Worker, July 13,
1941.)

To “win the war with one division left” would mean that
the Soviet Union would be at the mercy of the “democracies.”

Two Different Standards

The point is that no real friend of the Soviet Union can
have the same standards for judging Soviet “progress” against
the Nazis as the standards used by Roosevelt-Churchill. The
governments and press of the ‘“‘democracies” don’t care how
much territory, manpower and productive plant the Soviet Union
is losing, so long as the Red Army continues to keep an East-
ern Front going. At bottom the “democratic” capitalists hope
that the Soviet Union and the Nazis will mutually exhaust each
other, leaving the “democracies” as masters of the world at the
end. Nothing in the U. S.-British-Soviet pacts has changed this
attitude.

When Churchiil returned to England in January after his
meeting with Roosevelt, a very significant statement appeared
in the Tribune, the British weekly organ of the “left” Laborites
and'“unofficially” controlled by Cripps. Three and a half million
soldiers and Home Guards- were resting‘on their arms in the
British Isles; in addition, wrote the Tribune, “Industry is being
combed for skilled men to man a British Army of a size which "’
is surely out of all proportion to our present or future needs,
assuming that those nheeds are to fight the 'Axistand no one
else.” Yet the troops already available were not being prepared
for invasion of the continent.

Why not? Churchill’s aiibi was that Britain did not have
enough big ships. The Tribune answered: “Apparently we are
the ‘only nation that needs big ships to launch an invasion, The
Japanese invade Malaya in barges and sampans. The Russians
land troops in the Crimea from small boats and parachutes;
Germany prepared a vast fleet tof flat-bottomed boats of all
kinds within sight of our bombers. . . We were able to deny
him a footing on these shores 'because our bombers smashed
his concentration of barges. We have local air superiority across
the Channel and under its proteetion we should 'be able to launch
our invading armies in the West while Stalin continues to ham-
mer Hitler in the East.,””!

Why, then, was this plan for a second front not being carried
out? The Tribune answ?red this question in!'the following terms:

“There Is An Obvious Plan”

“We suggest it is because we want a big army after the
war in order to bring back the riches of the Pacific to their
former possessors. There would be less assurance of this if
the occupying armies (in'the Pacific) were Chinese or In-
dians or Russians. If that is not the case, why is it that
we refused IChiang Kai-shek’s offer of men which he said
he made months ago? Imperialist and not military consider-
ations are at work in that refusal. . . So far we have/ no plan
for winning the war but there is an obvious plan to keep the
British Empire intact if the Russians and the Chinese will
only win it backi for us.” (Tribune, Jan. 23, 1942.)

These ravealing words are especially significant because they
come, not from proletarian revolutionists irreconcilably opposed
to Churchill, but from “ieft” Laborites ‘who are actually part
of the British government and know concretely whereof they
speak. The Tribune ends up by appealing to Churchill o drop
his imperialist military policy; but all real friends of the Soviet
Union should realize that Churchill can no more do that than
the leopard can change his spots. His eyes remain fixed on the
Indian and Pacific Ocean empire; that is what he, and the British
ruling class, are fighting for. They, like Roosevelt, will send
aid to the Soviet Union only insofar as it fits into the plans
of the “democracies.”

In England the pro-Soviet sentiment of the British masses
— "which is not merely pro-Russian but something much more
significant, for it is accompanied by -ever-growing hostility to
the British capitalist class — is so great that scarcely a poli-
tician but gives lip-service to opening a second front to aid the
Soviet Union. It was this prevaiiing atmosphere in Britain which
dictated the formula, in both the Molotov-Eden and Roosevelt-
Molotov communiques, thiat “full understanding was reached with
regard to the urgent tasks of creating a second front in Europe
in 1942, - H

The Second-Front Formulation

But what does this ambiguous formulation mean? No soon-
er was it issued than it was followed by a flood of semi-official
statements from London that it was “fantastic” to expect a sec-
ond front this year; the Washington correspondent of “the N. Y.
Times authoritatively says that Churchill is opposed jto “prema-
ture” invasion; €ripps, speaking at a celebration of -the June
29 anniversary of Soviet entry into the war can offer nothing
more than: “When the moment to strike (in Europe) will eome,
no one can say.” Newsweek explains: “Don’t be misled by too
glib interpretations of the U, S.-Anglo-Russian agreements. Ac-
tually, London and Washington have not definitely promised to

(Continued on page 2)
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Four More New

Jersey Unions
Send Aid for 18

Total Rises to 39;
Louisville CI1O Also
Vote to Back CRDC

Four more local unions in
New Jersey have sent contribu-
tions to aid the 18 defendants
in the Minneapolis “sedition”
trial, the Civil Rights Defense
Committee announced this
week. In addition, the Com-
mittee reported, the Louisville
Industrial Union Council of the
CIO has voted to endorse the

work of the CRDC and to sup-
port the 18 defendants.

This brings to a total of 39 the
number of New Jersey CIO, AFL
and independent _union locals
which have contributed to the
Committee, In addition, numer-
ous unions and the New Jersey
State Industrial Union Council
of the CIO have passed resolu-
tions condemning the convictions
and supporting the work of the
CRDC in appealing the convie-
tions to the Supreme Court.

The four locals were:

Textile Workers TUnion of
America, Local 26 of Freehold
and Local 363 of Roselle Park.

0il Workers Organizing Com-
mittee, Local 337 of Linden and
Local 397 of Carteret.

In addition, the CRDC report-
ed the receipt of a donation from
United Auto Workers Local 578
of Oshkosh, Wisconsin.
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No Effective Enforcement Machiner;To Be
Set Up, High Official Admits In Speech

The administration’s price control program is
heading into troubled waters. A high official of the
Office of Price Administration, speaking last week
before the convention of the National Retail Dry
Goods Association in Chicago, indics;led that the gov- |

ernment’s price ceilings are being endangered from
two directions. P

1. The lack of any machinery
to effectively police and enforce
price regulations. '

2. The widespread sidestepping
of price regulations by qualitative

deterioration and adulteration of
goods. ‘

David Ginsburg, general counsel
of OPA, stated on June 1T:

“FALSE AND MISLEADING”
“At one recent national conven-

ails To Enforce
Own Price Regulations
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tion of retailers the charge was
made that OPA proposes to hire
an ‘army of inspectors’' and that
our enforcement intentions ‘evi-
dence a lack of faith in the hon-
esty and patriotism of American
retailers.’ " '

Indignantly, Ginsburg denied
the allegation. ‘“This is false —
completely false and misleading.”

“The charge was made that
we were seeking 90,000 to 100,-
000 poiicemen, The facts are
that we have asked Congress for
a total of about 3,300 investi-
gators — just about one man
to a county — who will be res-
ponsible for obtaining facts re-
garding compliance with rent,

Nelson Attempts To Suppress

Exposure Qf $1 -A-‘_Year Men

WPB Head Puts Pressure lOn Truman Senate
Committee To WithholdiCriﬁcal Report

Donald Nelson, head of the War Production Board, and
corporation-minded Congressmen sdught frantically last week
to suppress a report of the Truman Senate Investigating Com-

mittee which mildly criticized

year men on the policies of the WPB.

Advance copies of the report sent to Nelson aroused his
®ire, and he brought strong press-

‘“UE News’ Hits Role Of
Army-Navy In Industry

lahor relations,” the article states.
“@mfforts of the OPM and WPB to
gain control of war production
have completely failed.”

Tnereasing military control over
production and labor relations
threatens the labor movement
with a fasecist-like regime in the
plants.

“No satisfactory participating
relationship now exists bhetween
labor and the operating divisions
of the Army and Navy,” the ar-
ticle says.

“POSSESS ALL
THE PREJUDICES”

Complaining of the long delay
and red tape involved in dealings
with the arrogant Army and Navy
representatives the UE News
points out that “an unfortunate
proportion of Army and Navy of-
fiercs are lacking in sympathy
with . . . the labor movement.”

The true class character of the
officers corps is revealed in the
statement that “a vast majority of
new commissioned officers coming
from civillan ranks are business-
men, big business lawyers, bank-
ers, ete., and possess all the pre.
judices of those groups insofar as
labor is concerned.”

This flood of labor-hating busi-
nessmen into the Army and Navy
officers corps strengthens the
West Point and Annapolis officer
caste which protects the interests
of Wall Street and the capitalist
class. '

Even in awarding the Navy “E”
for production or the Army “A”
for speed-up in the plants, the
Army and Navy officer cliques
diseriminate against the unions,
the article points out, and give
the unions no recognition. In
ceremonies of a patriotic nature
held in the, plants, the Army and
Navy administrators working
with the company choose non-un-
ion workers to speak for the men
in the plants,

AN IMPORTANT SIGN -

That such an article appears in
the UE News is proof in itself
of the fact that the increasing
military rule in the plants is re-
sulting in an intense campaign
of anti-labor intimidation and un-
ion-busting, The UE News is edit-
ed by Stalinist elements, whose

Union Paper Says Officer Corps Is Filled
With Boss Elements Hostile to Unionism

By JOE EDWARDS
Workers in the war industries are being constantly con-
fronted with the anti-labor prejudice and activities of the re-
actionary Army and Navy officers corps, according to ary art;cle‘
in the June 13 issue of UE News, organ of the United Electrica
Radio and Machine Workers of America, CIO.
“The authority of the Armed Services applies to virtually

all aspects of war production and®

.propose no effective program to

L4

to the war machine and whose
main role in the movement today
is to suppress the militancy of the
workers. Whan such elements are
forced to protest against the anti-
labor activities and attitudes of
the Army and Navy it is an indica-
tion that the anti-union drive is
making serious headway.

_ Despite the obvious dangers 1o
unionism of military dictatorship
in industry, the Stalinist editors

deal with this problem.

“There are some signs that la-
bor's relations (with the Army
and Navy) may improve,” the ar-
ticle states. “Both branches of the
Services have 'Labor Divisions’
which have a more enlightened
attitude.” These labor divisions
are no doubt as “enlightened” as
the labor departments of the vari-
our corporations, and are made
up of the same type of employer-
agents.

As a program, the UE News
proposes that “Washington offices
be kept informed of any abuses.”
The article states further that
“conferences in Washington be-
tween top CIO, AFL, Government
and Army and Navy officials have
heen bheld for the purpose of de-
veloping national policy.” The ef-
feet of such hopeless conferences
is revealed by the statement,
“Sometimes when a policy is
agreed upon in Washington it is
ignored by regional representa-
tives of the Army and Navy.”

‘When this happens the UE
Neiwrs proposes that local unions
confronted with the anti-labor
activities of Army and Navy of-
ficers, appeal directly to the war
and Navy departments in Wash-
ington“— that is, to the notorious-
ly anti-labor Secretary of War
Stimson and Seccretary of Navy
Knox.

THE STALINISTS
HAVE NO PROGRAM
The Stalinist union leaders are
forced to whine and complain
ahout this situation because it
directly threatens their own union
bage. But at the same time they
have no program to offer the
workers in defense of their un-
ions and working conditions.
Appeals to the brass hats in
Washington, who have been train-

the . influence of the dollar-a-

ure to bear to prevent its public
release,

Among the findings of the re-
port that Nelson considered most
objectionable was its condemna-
tion of his chief of the Bureau of
Industry Branches, Philip Reed,
$120,000 a year chairman of the
General Electric board. Reed
came under fire several months
ago when his assistant, Robert
Guthrie, brought charges against
him of protecting the interests of
his own corporation and industry
to the detriment of war produc-
tion.

Nelson sent a letter to every
member of the Truman Comittee
expressing his “full confidence" in
Reed, telling the Committee it
was “raking up an old scandal”
and demanding that it withhold
its findings.

He confronted Senator Truman
in Truman's office and angrily
threatened a showdown fight if
the report werc given ouf.

Member of the committec had
various forms of pressure put
upon ‘them to repudiate the re-
port,. but they could not easily

do so after they had al-
ready voted for it and the an-
nouncement of its forthcoming
release had already been made.

A WHITEWASH REPORT

To soften the impact of the
Truman Committee report, the
House Military Affairs Com-
mittee hastily issued a white-

wash report on the Guthrie case
24 hours belore the Truman
findings were made public.

The chief criticisms of the Tru-
man Committee, aside from the
specific charges against Reed,
were that the WPB “has not fully
measured up to its responsibility”

iSudden
Treachery

! An article by Ernest K.
¢ Lindley and Forrest Davis in
4 the current Ladies Home Jour-
'nal reveals that Soviet Am-}
» bassador Qumansky was warn- |
ted by Sumner Welles, Under-
$ secretary of State, six months
 before Hitler’s invasion of the
USSR began that the Nazis
t would march in June 1941.

b,

breaking, will have no effect in
protecting workers' rights. The
workers might just as well appeal
to the duPonts and Morgans for
a square deal.

The union movement, to protect
its rights and interests, should
demand instead that control over
produection. be taken out of the
hands of both the bosses and the
reactionary officer caste which is
helping the bosses to weaken the
unions. Government expropria-
tion of all war industries and

production — these are the de-
mands that the unions s=hould

program is complete subgervience

ing draftees in the art of strike-

¢

workers’ control and operation of |

that it is still under the domina-
tion of the big corporations.
“This committee has repeatedly
concluded that the work of the
OPM and the WPB has been ham-
pered by the extent to which
their personnel was predominant-
ly drawn from the big business
groups. Many of the large in-
dustrialists are, of course. men
of unquestioned capacity and the
overwhelming majority are pos-
sessed of patriotism and integrity.
The attitudes and associations
which these men have acquired
through the years, however, make
it undesirable to rely upon them
exclusively for direction of the
war production program.” '
The committee members, who
happen to represent the interests
of- small -business groups, want
only to get a Dbit more for the
small manufacturers from the war
production program. They have
no basic program for eliminating
the control of the monopolies.
This latest report criticizing
the activities of the dollar-a-
vear men comes five months
after the Truman Committee at-
tack on the policies of the form-
er OPM resulted in the setting:
up of the present WPB. As last
week’s report indicates, the
WPB has been following di-
rectly in the path of its prede-
cessor, protecting the interests
af the big corporations and
safegnarding their control of

the war production program.

rationing and price regula-
tions."

The OPA's touching faith in the
“honesty” of America’s cutthroat
businessmen — who have never
been able to resist the temptation
of cleaning up through high prices
when purchasing power exceeds
supply of goods — is due for a
rude shock. |

Even Ginsburg had to admit,
in this same speech, that a gov-
ernment survey of retailers
shows that two-thirds of them
have failed to comply with
OPA regulations about posting

publiely their March prices, and
that “not more than half of the
remaining third are posting
properly.” (N. Y. Times, June
18.)

A further indication of the
“honesty” of the businessmen,
was given by Ginsburg, when he
declared that the pressure to
maintain high price levels is tend-
ing to changes of quality “that
are not good economy for the
shopping publie.”

“Already there is a marked
tendency on the part of some
manufacturers to switch their |t
production from low price. low
profit items to high priece, high-
er profit items. The shift has
generally taken two forms,

“NEW MODELS”

“First, =ome manufacturers
have eliminated the low-priced
lines almost entirely, and have
conecentrated their production
in the high-priced lines. Sec-
ond, some manufacturers have
began to produce so-called ‘mew
models’ designed to sell at high- | ¢
er prices. In both cases the |!
result is inflationary. In both
cases, the public will eventual-
1y suffer.”

The workers can scarcely take
comfort in this “price control”
program. Already, the merchants
and manufacturers have cooked
up a hundred different devices

1
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But It Must Continue
If He Is To Be Kept
From Chair On July 2

Nation-wide mass pro-
-~

test from Negro and labor
groups has won a 13-day
stay of
Odell Waller, young Ne-
gro sharecropper who
had been scheduled to die
on June 19 for the self-
defense slaying of his

white
was convicted by an all-white
planters jury, from which im-
poverished Negro and white
sharecroppers were excluded by
the Virginia poll-tax laws.

execution for

landlord. Waller

A flood of letters and tele-

grams from all over the coun-

ry moved Governor Darden of

Virginia on June 18 to grant
Waller a last-minute reprieve

intil July 2, to allow for a

hearing on a petition for com-
mutation of his sentence.
hearing is to be held on Monday,
June 29,

The

Previously, the United States

Supreme Court had twice refus-
ed to review Waller’s case, de-
clining to stat® any reason for
the refusal. It is obvious, how-
ever, that its failure to act was

n the interests of the southern

ruling class, which maintains the
poll-tax system in order to dis-
franchise the Negro and white ™
masses and retain political power.

Just before Governor Darden

announced his stay of execution,
U. 8. Supreme Court Chief Jus-
tice Harian Stone had closed the

for beating the price regulations. |last avenue of court action to

And the administration’s “honor

save Waller’s life. Stone, recent-

system” is nothing but an open|ly appointed to his high post by

invitation for all-out violations.

P N e

(Articles on the rise of

President Roosevelt, refused to
aliow Waller to appeal to the U.
S. Circuit Court of Appeals and
denied a stay of execution to per-

the bootleg market in this mit Waller’s counsel to apply to

country and Europe, and
on the government’s pro-
gram for combatting infla-
tion, will be found on pages
2 and 3 of this issue.)

Gestapo Terror Failed To
Uncover Heydrich Killers

by the Gestapo that the Czech
people had a “last chance” to de-
liver up Heydrich's slayers by 8
a'clock in the evening of June 18,
or suffer even worse reprisals, a
threat which all knew the Nazis
were more than ready to carry
out.

At the same time. an offer of
a liuge reward, 100,000 marks,
was made to be paid the person
or persons divulging information
useful ta the Gestapo in discover-
ing and seizing Heydrich's assail-
ants. .

Thus. Hitler used his two most
effective weapons, terror and brib-
ery, to unloogen the tongues of
the Czech, people. He made their
own lives forfeit for those of the
killers — in sheer self-defense,
he thonght, they would have to
gpeak out, And he offered the

temptlation — hard to  resist
among people who are slowly
starving to death — of enough
money to free them from the tor-
tures of abysmal poverty and
want.

Yet not one voice spoke., Not
a single person came forwavd,
despite the terror and bribery,

raise.

to betray those who killed Hey-

Czech Masses Defied “‘Last Warning’’ And
Kept Silent Despite Murderous Reprisals

By ART PREIS
The full fury of the most ruthless terror machine on earth
was unloosed on the Czechoslovakian people after the Kililng
of Gestapo chief Reinhard (The Hangman) Heydrich. In an
effort 1o terrorize the Czech masses into divulging the identity
of the slayers of Heydrich, thousands were arrested, hundreds
were executed, a whole village, Lidice, was razed to the ground

its male inhabitants®¥—— " — —
?1:1|?1.d;:.2d be S drich. Tn order to saye face,
" ; the Gestapo had to announce—

An announcement was issued

just iwo hours afier the expir-
ation of the deadline — that
two of the killers of Heydrich
had been “discovered” hiding in
a church in Prague and that
“they- were shot immediately
upon arrest.”

AN OBVIOUS HOAX

All the world knows from these
words that this announcement is a
hoax. The Gestapo had to “dis-
cover” two persons — any two
persons — in order not to admit
that the Czech people. the work-
ers and peasants, had successfully
defied the Nazi terror, Jor this
suecessful resistance, the news of
whielh will spread throughout oc-
cupied Europe. constitutes a ma-
jor defeat for Hitler.

The registance of the Czecho-
glovakian people in this instance
is a sign that the day of reckon-
ing for Hitler iz c¢lose at hand.
It is a sign of the failure of his
“pew order” and of the indestruet-
ible hatred of the European mass-
ecs forr Nazism. Through this res-
istance, Hitler can already see the
noose about his neck — the noose
that will be drawn tight by the
revolutionary power of the resur-

gent workers and peasants of Eu-
rope.

the full bench of the Supreme
Court for a writ of certiorari.

As a last measure to forestall

the legal lynching of Waller, a
petition signed by hundreds of
Negro and white liberals and la-
bor leaders has been sent to Pres-
ident Roosevelt appealing for the
establishment of an Executive
Commission of Inquiry to inves-
T tigate the case. Such an action
by Roosevelt would lead to a fur-
ther stay of execution.

The petition, which was una-

nimously endorsed by last week’s
giant Madison
rally of the Negro March-on-
Washington movement, states in -
part: '

Square Garden

“Waller, disfranchised by pov-
erty, was convicted by a jury of
white poll-tax payers. Through
misapprehension of his counsel at
the trial, an objection without

Mass Pressure
WinsNew Stay
Of Execution
For Waller

proof was made to the systematic _

exclusion of non-poll tax payers =

from jury service. This proof was
presented at subsequent habeas
corpus proceedings. If this fail-
ure of counsel to offer proof of
his contention to the trial court.
is the basis for refusal by the
United States Supreme Court to
review the case, then Waller is
dying because of a technicality.”

Waller's life remains in mor-
tal danger, Only tremendous last-

minute mass protest will prevent

the hand of Southern Bourbon.

poil-tax justice from pulling the

switch of the electric chair on
July 2 and snuffing out the life
of a vietim of Jim Crowism.
Every progressive and labor
organization must act now, with-

out delay, to demand the free-

dom of Waller.

.Wire or write President Roose-
velt demanding the Commission
of Inquiry ‘into the Waller case.

Wire or write Governor Colgate
W. Darden, Jr, Richmond, Va.,
urging him to grant clemency to
Waller.

Back up your moral support to
Waller with material
rushing contributions to meet the
heavy last-minute expenses to
the Workers Defense League, 112
E. 19 Street, New York City. The
WDL is the official organization
handling Waller’s defense.

aid, by

Act at once! Save Odell Wall- |

er! Strike a blow at Jim Crowism -
and tht? poll-tax system!
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Government Fails

To Curb Inflation
At Its Source

Profit System Responsible for ‘Pressure’
Which Forces Up Wartime Living Costs

By A. ROLAND
Next to war itself there. is no greater curse for the masses
than inflation. This terrible scourge completely disrupted the

economic and social life of one

country after the other in the

years following the last World War. As though people had not

paid enough in blood for the war, inflation exacted all that jwas

left. -Both.the workers and the middle classes were subjected
. e AC

to untold misery and starvation®F

as the fell
apart,

It is acknowledged on all sides
that the first stage in the infla-
tion accompanying the second
. World War has already been pasa-

éd ‘in the United States. That

stage is the rapid rise in the cost
of living, which has fast outstrip-
ped wages and salaries. The gov-
ernment’s own figures show that

.the cost of raw materials has gone

up 67%, the general price level

32%, retail prices for food, cloth-

ing and house furnishings 25%.
“E. ¥. Bell, writing in the N. Y.

Times, says matter-of-factly:

“This is only the beginning.” Apd

he i8 quite right. The economic

system being a profit system,
" there will be other stages inevit-

ably following this first “mild"”

one.

‘WHAT THE GOVERNMENT

IS DOING ABOUT IT

“What is the government doing
to fend off the pressing danger?
It is preparing to attack the
problem mnot at its roots — it
could not possibly do that — but
at:the last and most obvious point
in the process. TInflation, we are
told, comes about because there
is too much purchasing power for
the goods available on the market.
War production has involved tre-
mendous outlays of government
money. Some of this money, paid
to manufacturers of guns, muni-
tions, airplanes, ships, has found
it way into the hands of the
workers. They are ready to spend
the money for needed food and
clothing and shelter. But these
things are not in demand for the
war. Industry cannot produce
hoth war goods and consumers’
goods. The latter are being sac-
rificed. Less of it is being prod-
ueed just when people ecan buy
more of it,

:The trouble, say the capitalist
economists, lies in the fact that if
the masses of people try to buy
the things they need, the prices
of the few things on the market
will go skyrocketing. But why
cannot the government control
prices and thus prevent the infla-
tionary process? Bell admits
that .even if the government counld
really control prices, this would
merely produce greater scarcities
of goods. The goods would tend
to disappear from the market.

“The “tendency” is for prices to
,rise in such a case. There is a
“pressure” of demand or purchas-
ing power on the supply tending
to cause this rise in prices. We
may strip this abstract way of
saying a simple thing: the capital-
ist sellers will try to get as
much, on the market as the traffic
will bear. The tendency is for
the capitalists to make the high-

-est possible profits,

WHO GIVES WAY?

Bell tries to cover up this sim-
ple explanation by saying that
“the government itself does not
think that prices can be held
down so long as excess purchas-
ing power is left uncontrolled. It
expects that black markets will
spring up.” Let us again inter-
pret in incontrovertible terms
what this means. Bell is simply
saying that the capitalist manu-
faeturers and profit- seekers -will

monetary system

not cooperate with their own gov- |.

ernment to fix the price level. Un-
der these circumstances, it, is not
the capitalists. who give way, but,
the government!

The black (or bootleg) market:
is notoriously the preserves of the!
well-to-de and the rich. If the
worker goes to the black market.
it is only when sheer necessity,
drives him to pay enormous priges
for what he cannot do without.
Certainly the masses of people
would be only too happy to ob-
tain the things they must buy

~at reasonable fixed prices. Inher-
ent in this whole argument is the
acknowledgment of the anarchy,
the uncontrollability, of capital-
ist production and distribution.
The anarchy is produced by the
capitalists and well-to-do. But
who shall pay for this anarchy?
All the machinery of governmment

o e e O
e e e e e e e
Attention!

PHILADELPHIA
READERS:

‘Will the Philadelphia corre-
spondent who sent us an un-
signed letter on the interna-
tional eituation please get in
‘touch with us at his conve-
nience?
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is being set up to force the poor-
est masses to pay. Inflation is
certainly to be dreaded by -the
masses, Its fearful dangers are
held up before them — to make
them reconcile themselves to the
sacrifices demanded solely from
them.

THEIR ANSWER: TAKE IT
OUT OF MASSES' POCKETS

The ‘‘pressure”’ caused by too.
much purchasing power must be
eased, you see, by reducing this
purchasing power. The econom-
ists figure glibly that there is too
much money in the hands of the
masses to the tune of seventeen
billion dollars. Some way or
other this must be taken out of
the pockets of the poor. The
ways are numerous. A major
operation of this sort will be to
deduet 10% of all wages automat-
ically right at the source. Other
ways are to exert pressure on the
poor to buy bonds and war-sav-
ing stamps with the money they
need for food and clothing. Also,
to boost taxation on the smallest
incomes to unheard-of levels.

“The government by itself can-
not forestall inflation. The people
must do it.” We have analyzed
just what this means. The burden
of financing the war is being
placed on the shoulders of the
poor. At the very time the capi-
talists are stuffing their pockets
with enormous profits, the work-
ers are asked to forego all thonght
of seeking raises to meet the ris-
ing cost of living, It is they who
must suffer the shortages caused
by the war,

The government representing
the capitalist class, cannot attack
the problem of inflation at its
gource. The source Is obviously
the system of producing for pro-
fits., If the factories were taken
over by the government and con-
trolled and operated by the work-
ing| class, there would not be any
“pressure” of purchasing power
causing prices to rise. Prices
could then be regulated to meet
the costs of production and the
cost of running the government.
The price would not be based on
the idea of making as large a pro-
fit as the traffic will bear. On
the contrary, the tendency would
be to set both production and
prices so as to raise the stand-
ards of living and give more and
not less to the masses of people
for their money .

The death of Vera Figner, at the age of 90,
was annpunced June 16 by Pravda. Hers is a
revered name out of a past so far away from
us that it iz astonishing to realize that the in-
tervening distance has been covered by the span
of life of a frail woman. It ‘makes one realize
anew how young the Marxist movement is, how
recently it began, that a pre-Marxist forerunner
of the Russian revolutionary movement should
just now be laid in her grave in the Soviet Union,

Vera Figner was born in 1852, when Marx was
34 years old. In 1876 she began her revolutionary
career and shortly after became a leading mem-
ber of the Executive Committee of the famous
terrorist organization, Narodnaya Volya (the
People’s Will). It requires a considerable effort
of historieal imagination to understand that
movement and the Russia in which it operated.
Serfdom had been abrogated in 1861, but Russia
remained outside the modern worid, a vast fac-
tory-less agrarian land ruled by an absolute au-
tocracy, part of pre-capitalist Asia rather than
of Europe. Yet from the tiny middle class and
the nobility came a group of young intellectuals
who “went to the peopie” to share the suffer-
ings of the peasantry. The terrorist methods they
employed to avenge the wrongs of the agrarian
masses belong in spirit closer to the desperate
peasant revolts of medieval Europe than. they
do to the modern proletarian movement; but
they served to awaken the first sparks among
the masses and to create examples of revolution-
ary heroism -which ingpired the Marxists who
came after them,

The Czar Laughed — Then Died

Dynamitings of public buildings and official
trains were organized by Vera TFigner and her
sma:l band of collaborators, the first dynamiting
taking place in 1879 (the year Trotsky was born;
Lenin was nearly ten years old). In August,
1879, Narodnaya Volya pronounced the death sen-
tence against Czar Alexander II and during the
next 18 months made several attempts to carry
it out.

The Czar was offered an alternative in a for-
mal letter sent him by the Executive Commit-
tee of Narodnaya Volya on March 10, 1881, de-
manding: 1. General amnesty to all political of-
fenders; 2. The convening of an assembly of rep-
resentatives of the whole of the Russian people
on the basis of universal suffrage, free press,
free speech and the right of assembly. No doubt
the Czar laughed at the affrontery of the tiny
band of revolutionaries who were demanding that
he sign his abdication. Three days later, on March
13, 1881, he was dead, slain by the Peopie’s Will.

Vera Figner was among those seized, held for
three years in prison, then condemned to death.
Among those executed was Lenin’s older brother.
Figner’s sentence was commuted to twenty years’
imprisonment. Though held behind closed doors,
the trial and the heroic conduet of the convicted
was an inspiring story throughout Europe.

When the first leaders of Narodnaya Volya
were seized and arraigned, Marx wrote to his
daughter Jenny on April 11, 1881:

“Have you been following the trial of the as-
sassing in Petersburg? They are sterling people
through and through, without melodramatic pose,
simple, businesslike, heroic. Shouting and doing
are irreeoncilable opposites. The Petersburg Ex-

ecutive Committee (of the People’s Wili) which

VERA FIGNER
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acts so energetically, issues manifestoes of re-
fined moderation. It is far removed from the
schoolboy way in which Johannes Most and other
childish whimperers preach tyrannicide as a
‘theory’ and ‘panacea’. . . ; on the contrary they:
try to teach Furope that their method .of action
is a specifically Russian and historically inevit-
able method about which there is no more reason
to moraiize, for or against, than there is abont
the earthquake in Chios.”

20 Years of Solitary Coenfinement

For twenty years Vera Figner was in solitary
confinement in Schluesselburg fortress. The mind
can scarcely grasp whatesthat means — 20 years
of solitary confinement. Yet by sheer will she
lived through it; more, some of the poetry she
wrote then has its permanent place in Russian
literature. Meanwhile the deveiopment of mod-
ern- capitalism began in Russia, and with it a
modern proletariat and a Marxist movement. The
bestial repressions had well-nigh destroyed the
remnants of Narodnaya Volya, but enough re-
mained to pass on the torch to the young Marx-
ists, many of whom — ineluding both Lenin and
Trotsky — began as followers of Narodnaya
Vofya.

If the Populist ideas of the older movement
gave little to the Marxists, the example of men
and women like Vera Figner ‘gave very much.
As a boy of 17, just entering the revolutionary
movement, Trotsky listened to the talk of former
exiles in the provincial town of Nikolayev: “The
conversations of the exiles were punctuated with
the names of the populists, Zhelyabov, Perov-
skaya, Figner, who were treated not as legend-
ary heroes but as real people with whom the
older friends of these ‘exiles, if not they them-
selves, were famiiiar, I had a feeling that I was
Jjoining a great chain as a finy link.”

She survived those twenty years and, in 1004,
was deported to wintry Archangelsk, from which
the first Russian revolution liberated her she
lived abroad between 1906 and 1917, When the
second revolution came, she was an old, woman
of 65 years; she returned to Russia. After her
imprisonment she was always in fragile health
and p:ayed no active role. In May, 1917 she was
elected to the All-Russian Executive of the Con-
gress of Peasant Soviets; whatever the motive
of the reformists who nominated her, she de-
served the honor, nor did she follow those re-
formists when they left Russia after the October
revolution. What her views were on the degen-
eration of the Stalinist bureaucracy, we have no
way now of knowing; but in spirit she was worlds
apart from the usurpers who did not make the
three revolutions but were parasites upon the
result.

Her Heroism Lives On

In the Asiatic darkness of 1876 this spirit
fiamed and 20 years of solitary confinement did
not prevent the sparks from igniting the con-
flagration that consumed Czarism and ecapital-
ism. We can be sure that, as Trotsky heard her
name whispered in Nicolayev and felt himself a
link in the great chain, so many Russian youth
today are imbued with that spirit. The heroism
and sellessness which she gave to the world did
not die with her. Tt lives on, as it always has,
in the new generation which wiil do its work
in the world*as she did hers,

F. M.

SOVIET PACTS AND SECOND FRONT

(Continued from page 1)
open a second front this year.” Time reports: “The general as-
sumption that the understanding about a second front in 1942
was a promise was not justified by the words; they hinted rather
that one would be opened if Russia found herself too hard press-
ed.” James B. Reston who, .a week earlier, had cited Washington
opinion that Britain was ready to invade the Continent, now

writes:

“Washington was in a sober
fall of Tobruk and the situation of the Russians at Sevastopol
have put a damper on the unrestrained second-front speculation
that has surrounded the Roosevelt-Churchiil talks.
immediate concern was viewed as the holding of the second front

the United Nations now have in

new fronts on the European continent.” (N. Y. Times, June 22.)

1t is also significant to note that‘Molotoy, tin his report to
the Supreme Soviet, merely repeated the identical words of the
Roosevelt-Eden-Molotov communiques on the question of a sec-

ond front.
In short, a week after the

official and press comment everywhere have whittled down the
seeond-front formuiation to an algebraic formula which is un-
likely to have any real content for a long time to come, Well-
nigh everybody agrees on this.

Stalinist ““Explanations”

Everybody, that is, except the Daily Worker and the New
Masses, the Stalinist organs here. The signing of the pacts was
reported in the June 12 Daily 'Worker with the screaming head-
“U. S. and Soviet Agree On West Front In 42 and On
Post-War Peace.” The June 23 New Masses, biandly ignoring the
fact that the second front was dealt with solely in the eommu-
niques and not in the pacts, publishes an .editorial entitled:
Second Front Agreements,” The New Masses complains that the
London and Washington dispatches indicating there will be no
second front this year are “unworthy of this great liberation war,
unworthy of the historic agreements reached in Washington and
London.” Is the New Masses, then, prepared authoritatively to
refute these dispatches and to assert positively that there will
be a second front? Not at all. The most the New Masses can
undertake is to defend the sincerity of Roosevelt and Eden against
the capitalist press, complaining that the press “comments would
lead one to believe that the highest officials of the American
and British governments had their'tongues in their cheeks when
they gave the second front pledge.” And since, presumably, it is
inconceivable that Roosevelt and Eden had their torigues in their
cheeks, well, then, the second front will be opened shortly.

It is, of course, quite understandable why the Stalinist press
should insist, in the face of all the evidence to the contrary,
that Roosevelt-Churchi'l are about to open up a second front
in. Europe. The Stalinist press has never (except for the one

line:

indiscretion of the Daily Worker’s military expert cited above)
breathed a hint that the Roosevelt-Churchill war aims are not
identical with Soviet war aims. On the contrary, in order to jus-
tify calling upon the workers to give political support to Anglo-
American imperialism, the Stalinists have suppressed all facts
which show that the “democratic” imperialists remain, now as
ever, imperialists seeking their own objectives, including a post-

war relation of forces in which the Soviet Union wiil be at the

andlrealis__tic mood tonight, The

The chief

Egypt, rather than opening up

communiques, it is clear that

merey of the Anglo-Ameriean bloe.

When They’ll Set Up A Second Front

Stalinist agitation, both here and in England, has pretended
that if enough of “the people” demand g second fronmt, then it
will be granted. There 18 a half-truth in this: if the great masses
of England and America could exert sufficient force, they would
have their way. But what would constitute that sufficient foree?
That sufficient force cannot be merely pressure on the British
and American capitalist governments, So long as the British and
American ruling class remain in power, their imperialist war
aimg will prevail;
but they will only do what imperialist aims require — nothing
else. Hence, to “demand” of Roosevelt-Churchill a second front
to aid the Soviet Union is futile.
tablish a second front only if and when it serves the aims of their

they will give lip-service to mass demands,

Roosevelt-Churchill will es-

ruling class, and their decision will not be swayed an iota by
the Stalinist mass meetings and other clap-trap.
Real aid to the Soviet Union can come only through a pro-

“The

Soviet war.

letarian revolutionary policy diametrically opposed to the pro-
imperialist policy of the Stalinists. Genuine collaboration of the
peoples of the United States and England with the Soviet Union
cannot be secured under capitalist governments. Only by estab-
lishing a Workers’ and Farmers’ Government in the United States
can the masses of America aid the Soviet Union.

How to Aid the Soviet Union

This fundamental truth has been tested by a year of Nazi-
The real situation of the Soviet Union is one of
mortal danger. A third of its European territories, much of its
best - industrial and agricultural area, is in Nazi hands.
the Nazis are on the offensive., For the real defenders of the
Soviet Union, the situation is fraught with the most tragic con-
sequences. Victory by the “United Nations” over Hitler after
the Nazis are exhausted by a long struggle which also lays waste
the resources and manpower of the workers’ state would be a
Pyrrhic victory for the Soviet Union, leaving it defenseless be-
fore its “allies.”

That terrible possibility is what Stalin’s policy leads to. No
real friend of the Soviet Union, no revolutionist, can follow that
poiicy. The salvation of the Soviet Union, now more than ever,
depends on the socialist revolution. Those who ballyhoo the see-
ond front as the solution of the situation of the USSR are aid-
ing the enemies of the Soviet Union.

Again

The Stalinists Betray
The Negro Struggle

struggle ggainst Jim Crowism.

have gone so far along their new
treacherous road that they not
only do not advocate militancy,
but viciously attack and slander
everyone who does. The best ex-
ample of this was the approach
they took to the Madison Squavre
Garden rally held last week un-
der the auspices of the March-on-
Washington movement,

Until less than a week before
June 16 the Stalinist Daily Work-
er remained silent about the
meeting, On June 12 and June
14 appeared articles by Benjamin
Davis, Jr.,, of the Daily Work-
er editorial board, attacking the
March-on-Washington movement
because it had taken “no sharp
and clear stand on the war” and
because the Trotskyists among
others were supporting the ob-
jectives of this movement, and
stating that for these reasons,
the Daily Worker “cannot com-
mit itself unreservedly to the
June 16 meeting.”

On the morning of June 16 it-
self, Davis appeared with a new
attack on the movement, because
the -Socialist Party paper, The
Call, had endorsed the meeting.
Again Davis complained that the
movement's 8-point  program
omitted “all reference to the war
—to say nothing of winning it.”
He asked if A. Philip Randolph,
leader of the movement, has been
working “to exploit the just de-
mands of the Negro people
against the war and against the
best interests of the Negroes.”
No one could any longer doubt
after this article that the Stalin-
ists were opposed to the meeting.
The meeting was held, and was so
well attended despite the efforts
of the Stalinists, that Davis in
reporting the rally had to say
“the movement represents the
honest yearnings of the Negro
masses, whatever may be said of
Trotskyites who would uitimate-
ly wreck the movement as they
would the nation.” (Daily Work-
er, June 18,)

Along with this admission
came another attack on Randolph
because he “introduced no reso-
lution in support of the war.”

COUNTER-MEETING

Meanwhlle during this period
the Stalinists had been prepar-
ing another mass meeting, to be
held in Hariem on June 28 under
the auspices of the Negro Labor
Victory Committee, which in-
cludes non-Stalinist elements but
is dominated by the Communist
Party.

As the Stalinists had foreseen,
the Madison Square Garden rally
had left a very definite impres-
sion that the Negro masses are
ready to fight for democratic
rights at home NOW. The Sta-
linists want to counteract this
impression by holding another
Negro meeting at which the dom-
inant theme wiil be support of the
war. Randolph very correctly
summed up its role when he said
last week:

“This is a typieal Communist-
front movement that has been
roping people in. It wants the
Negro to forget all his grievan-
ces and to make it appear Ne-
groes are not concerned with dis-
erimination in the army and navy
and the war industries. It is def-
initely in opposition to the March_
on-Washington movement.”

Now the interesting thing
about this whole business is that
Randoiph does support the war
and has supported it from the
beginning — even g year ago
when the Stalinists attacked the
March-on-Washington movement
because Randolph was a “war-
monger.” How, then, can the Sta-
linist attacks on the movement be
explained, especially when it is
realized that their behavior on
the meeting has knocked Stalin-
st prestige among the Negro
mhsses to a new low point?

The Stalinist attacks can be
understood oniy by those who are
acquainted with the different
bases ‘of support on which men
like Randolph and on which the
Stalinists rest.

RANDOLPH’S POLICY
Without the backing of the Ne-
gro masses, Randolph does not
amount to two cents and he
knows it, Without the support of
the Negro ranks, Randolph
would never be permitted into
even the back door of the White
House, let alone to a conference
with Roosevelt. Randolph sup-
ports the war, but if that were all
he offered the Negro masses they
would pay no more attention to
him than they do to the Stalin-
ists. To keep the mass support
he wants, Randolph has to speak

the language of militancy., He

By ALBERT PARKER
When the Communist Party shifted its line just a year ago,
and went from its all-out defense of the Stalin-Hitler pact to
all-out support of the war program, THE MILITANT predict-
ed that the Stalinists would also stop advoecating a militant

This prediction was fulfilled in short order.

-

They Attacked March-On-Washington Rally.and Called Another
To Counteract Its Effect, Their Silence On Waller Explained

Now, at the

end of one year, the Staiinists®

knows very well from the temper
of the masses that this is the
only language they want to hear
today. He fears that if he loses
leadership over the masses today,
he wiil be unable to regain it to-
morrow or after the war, That
is why he speaks a language so
different from the course he fol-
lows. In the speech he wus sup-
posed to make on June 16, but
which he could not deliver be-
cause of the poor arrangements
of the meeting, Randolph said:
“It is  well-nigh unanimous
among Negroes, even though
some may be a little timid in ex-
pressing it, that Negroes must
fight now for their rights. Ne-
gro leaders made a grave biunder
in the last war by stating: ‘Let

us close ranks and forget our

grievances.” The government took
them at their word and forgot
the Negroes’ grievances for good.
We all saw what happened. Ne-
gro boys were shell-shocked, lost
their minds, bled and died fight-
ing for a democracy they never
knew and which their comrades
never found upon their return
home. No, they mnever found
demoeracy when they returned
from over there, but they did
find mob rule, lynch law, Jim
Crow and a callous and indiffer-
ent government to the Negroes'
pleas for justice and fair play.

“We are resolved that we shall
not make this blunder again, We
must fight the government’s poli-
cy of Jim Crow with ail we have
got. We have nothing to lose but
our chains; we have freedom,
justice and democracy to gain.”

That is not really Randolph
speaking; it is the masses speak-
ing through Randolph. Randolph’s
failure to present a program for
achieving the masses’ demands is
proof of that.

Randolph’s policy then is to
speak militantly because he bases
himseif on the support of the
Negro ranks, and to fail to offer
a militant program,of action be-
cause he supports the war and
is afraid to lead a fundamental
struggle against the capitalist
class, It is his illusion that by
speaking militantly he can secure
a number of concessions from the
administration and thus maintain
his ieadership of the Negro
movement,

THE STALINIST POLICY
The Stalinists proceed from an
entirely different basis: Their

line on the Negro question as on.

everything else is determined by
the Stalin bureaucracy in Mos-
cow, which is concerned only with
protecting its own interests.
Sometimes these interests seem
to coincide with those of the Ne-
gre and white workers in the
United States sometimes they
clearly do not; but that does not
roncern the Stalin bureaucracy
or its stooges in this country. In
this you can find the explana-
tion for the Daily Worker's at-
tack on a movement which de-
spite the gdefects of its leadership
expresses the aspirations of the
Negro people,

The Stalinist line on the Negro
question today is to complain
that Jim Crowism interferes with
the war (the effects of Jim Crow-
ism on the Negro people are sec-
ondary, so far as the Communist
Party is concerned.) As Davis
said in the June 14 Worker, for
the Stalinists “the winning of
this war is the primary issue be-
fore the Negro people.” Natural-
ly, if you think that, then you
won't like a movement and "a
meeting which says that nothing
is more important than winning
democracy at home, even though
its leaders aiso support the war.

Randolph believes it is possi-
ble to win concessions for the
Negro people by speaking mili-
tantly and letting Roosevelt hear
it. That is why he and most of
the other speakers at the meet-
ing emphasized the point that the
Negro people are not enthusias-
tic about the war,

The Stalinists, however, say
that the way to win concessions
is by supporting the war, because
then the administration wiil be
ready to reward the loyalty of
the Negro masses. As Davis said
in his June 14 article, The war
“is a fight in and through which
the Negro people will realize
their just demands. With our na-
tion needing national unity, maxi-
mum war production and the
highest possible morale in the
armed forces, the opportunities
are greater than ever for secur-
ing the equality of the Negro

people through the very prosecu-
tion of the war.”

There is one other and differ-

-

ent aspeet of Stalnism which
might just as well be commented
on here as anywhere else, That
is the Communist Party’s atti-
tude toward the case of Odell
Walier, Negro sharecropper sen-
tenced to death because he killed
his landlord in self-defense,

For almost two years now the
fight to save Waller’s life has
been supported by various Negro,
defense and labor organizations,
inciuding the Socialist Workers
Party. The thing which united
all these organizations in this
fight was the elementary desire
to save a vietim of Jim Crowism
and thus to strike a blow at the
gystem of Jim Crowism.

During this entire period the
Communist Party and all its news
papers and magazines and all of
its forces in the labor movement
remained silent on the case, Fin-
aliy, on June 18, reporting the
Garden rally, Davis devoted one
sentence to it. And then the next
day, on the day Waller was
scheduled to be electrocuted, there
-appeared an article at last. Writ-
ten by Eugene Gordon, it was
entitled “Let Governor Darden
Know Before Tonight: Waller
Must Not Die.”

Many readers of the Daily
Worker must have been puzzled
by its last sentence: “Time is
short but not too short — if we
hurry!” They must have thought
to themselves that time certain-
ly was short, but why had it
taken the Daily Worker such a
long time to even mention the
case — why had it not hurried in
informing its readers about the
need for action?:

“RULE OR RUIN"

The truth is of course that the
Stalinists were really trying to
save face on the day Waller was
scheduled to die. They were not
really interested in 'saving Wal-
ler or they would long ago have
hegun to move their powerful ap-
paratus into action.

The single sentence in Davis®
report and Gordon’s article
explain why this is so. Davis
refers to it as ‘“a case whick
should be supported: despite its
sinister exploitation by the Trot-
skyite defeatists.” And Gordon
says: “True, Odell Waller’s case
was grabbed up and has been ex-
ploited by the Trotskyites, the
Lovestoneites and the Norman
Thomas ‘sociaiists’ for their own
questionable purposes. But the
very fact that this breed of non-
descript defeatists and fifth col-
umnists profane the Negro’s just
grievances impels decent Amer-
icans to shout their protests
against the threatened Virginia
outrage.” (Gordon does not ex-
plain why it is that while the so-
called fifth columnists were fight-
ing to save Waller’s life, the Sta-
linists were not even whispering
let alone “shouting” against the
threatened legal lynching.)

The Stalinist general line mai
change from year to year, bu
their filthy tactics of “rule or
ruin” remain the same, They did
not control the Wailer case, they
could not use it to push their
own policies and extend their own
influence, so they did not care
what happened to Waller. A last
minute face-saving “shout” does
not excuse their treachery nor
change the fact that their whole
course helped the forces that are
trying to lynch Waller,

This Won't Get
i The Bosses Sore

After approving income tax-
‘es for wage earners making as
little as $9.60 weekly, the
House Ways and Means Com-
mittee finally got around to!
$the gquestion of corporation
4 profits taxes. On June 23, the;
% Committee passed a measure’
for a 949, ‘“‘excess” profits,
¢ tax, to take all but 69 of the
profits made over the average'
high profits raked in during’
1936-1939. This virtually guar-
¢ antees the war industries big-
ger profits than in peace- tlme.
BUT —

The Committee also voted a
credit of 149 on all “excess”
4 profits taxes to be repaid the
$ corporations after the war.

They are to get government

bonds equal to that amount of

their profits taxes redeema-
ble when the war is over.
The Wall Street Journal,

June 24, commented that the

Committee did this in order

not to “severely curtail the in-

centive to efficient produc-
tion.” This amounts to the
corporations saying through

Congress, “War or no war —

if you don’t permit us trem-

endous profits, we won’t pro-
duce.” The bosses are ready to
sacrifice, all right — down to
the last drop of the wurkers
blood.
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Last week in this column we discussed the
growing manifestations of a new fighting spirit
among the Negro masses. We intend to discuss
it again this week, and again and again in the
weeks to come, until everyone who reads this
column becomes as convinced as we have that
a new situation is arising which is of the ut-
most importance to every fighter against Jim
Crowism.

- Our column last week noted a new tendency
shown by administration officials, capitalist poli-
ticians, powerful daily newspapers and the lead-
ers of even the most conservative Negro organ-
izations. This Aendency, which has been grow-
ing since the United States entered the war, in-
dicated that these people know the Negro mass-
es are today ready to fight for their rights.
Since then we have received mew confirmations
of this change; the enthusiastic response of the
audience at the June ‘16 Madison Square Garden
raily to every suggestion for a struggle now;
more articles in the capitalist press reflecting
the fears of the ruling class and Washington;
the desperate attempts of the Communist Party
to persuade the Negro people that their struggle
is “‘secondary” and that support of the war is
their most important task today.

We place especial emphasis on all these signs
of a changing situation, because the fighters fou
Negro equality must be fully conscious of these
changes and must keep closely in touch with
them if they hope to be able to win their fight.

What Is Changing

Exactly what is it that is changing in the pres-
ent situation? Is it the conditions of the Negro
masses? By and large, the only honest answer
to this question can be no. More Negro workers
may be employed today than g year or six months
ago, wages may be a trifle higher, government
officials may promise a few things more today
than they did before — but conditions on the
whole are about the same. We do not have to
go into details — mno one has to convince the
Negro masses on this score, for they know that
conditions have not improved, and in all discus-
sions they take it for granted.

What is changing is not the conditions, but
the thinking and the attitudes of the Negro mass-
es. Of course these attitudes are changing be-
cause of the new national and international con-
ditions, The Negro masses have never been en-
thusiastic about talk of a second war for democ-~
racy somewhere else. Every impartial observer
could testify to this before Pearl Harbor.

After Pearl Harbor the talk of democracy and
equality and four freedoms increased. So did the
demands for sacrifice and blood and sweat and
tears increase. No one yearns for démoéricy
and freedom and equality more than the Negro,
for he above all has been denied it in this coun-
try. No one wants to fight for them more than
he does, and no one is more ready to sacrifice
‘for them than he is.

But the Negro masses have not forgotten what
happened during the last war. Nor have they
forgotten what happened to them yesterday —
and what is stiil happening to them today. They
have not yet reached ‘the position where they
are ready to institute the struggle for a revolu-
tionary change which will do away with Jim
Crowism and imperialist war by replacing capi-
talism with socialism. But they have just about
reached the point where they are thinking:

“They tell us to fight and sacrifice and die
for democracy and equality. Maybe this war wiil
bring such things to other peoples, maybe it will
not; maybe the people who are conducting the
war are sincere about wanting to end oppres-
sion throughout the world, maybe they are not.
But we would be fools to sit back quietly and
take their word for it, as our fathers and mothers
did in 1917, that this war will automatically give
us here in the United States the democratic
rights which have always been denied to us.
What we must do now is take steps which will
insure our getting the rights which belong to
us.)!

They Want Action Now

All these thoughts have crystallized into a
slogan which the leaders of the March-on-Wash-
ington movement have introduced into their lit-
erature: “Now or never!” Perhaps the leaders
of this movement, most of whom support the
war and urge the masses to support it, do not
appreciate its full significance, do not realize
that it implies a strong lack of faith in the flow-
ery promises of the ruling class about what is
going to happen to Negro rights and conditions
after the war. .

* But that is not so important as the emphasis
which the siogan places on the need for action
today, now.

In short, the rapid events of the war, the type
of propaganda which the government is forced
to issue and the refusal of the Jim Crow ruling
class to materially improve conditions have com-
bined to bring about a change for which all of
us have been agitating: a situation where the
ranks of the Negro people are ready to fight
for their rights now. :

Those of us who have been acting and waiting
for this new situation must recognize it and take
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steps accordingly to increase and intensify our
work. Let’s be careful not to become victims of
routine; let us not by failing to understand what
is happening, miss the opportunity to spread the
influence of militant ideas and the pregram of
struggle. Many people feared that the war would
make the struggle for Negro equality more dif-
ficult than ever. The cold facts of life have al-
ready shown that these fears were unwarranted
and that the opportunities are greater than be-
fore.

We said above that we intend to return to this
subject again. Here we wish to conclude for
the present by citing a newspaper article which
confirms everything said above.

We have already commented on the meaning
of increasing numbers of articles on the Negro
question in the capitalist newspapers and maga-
zifes. One of the longest and most significant
of these was written by Richard Wilson, chief
of the Washington Bureau of Minneapolis Sun-
day Tribune and Star Journal, and printed in the
June 14 issue of that paper,

Secret Government Survey

The article, which covers almost a full news-
paper pag:'e, is filled with many typical misstate-
ments and slanders which we do not have the
room to answer here and which most of our
readers will recognize anyhow, But aside from
them the author gives us some revealing informa-
tion about what official Washington is worry-
ing about:

S“Unmistakable evidences of unrest are found
in the American Negro community which makes
up one-tenth of the population of the United
States. . .

“A government survey, which is regarded as a
secret document, has uncovered the information’]
that 38% of the Negroes questioned believe it is
more important to ‘make democracy work at
home’ than it is to beat the Germans and Japan-
ese,

“Only 50.5% of the Negroes questioned regard
beating the Germans and Japanese as more im-
portant than ‘making democracy work at home.

“That phrase has a diverse meaning, . D Bs-
sentially, and to most Negroes, it means the eli-

~ mination of economic discrimination, the right to

work and live in decency; to others it means
the elimination of segregation, and to still others
comp-ete race equality. .
“Negroes are restive. and what is the cause?
“This same secret government survey analyzes
the cause ‘and shows that this is what Negroes
feel worst about: '
“Discrimination in obtaihing jobs—47.5%.
“Discrimination in wages—22.5%.
“Discrimination in housing—16%.
“Segregation—9.5%."
We are not in a position to check on the
accuracy of figures in a report which is kept
sccret, Nor do we know what kind  of people

were questioned in this survey — what propor-

tion for example were government employees and
what proportion were in the south where a Ne-
gro worker or sharecropper might be putting
his life in jeopardy by stating his true opinion.
But we can take it for granted that if there was
any exaggeration in it, is was all on the side of
making things seem as rosy and cheerful as
possible.

“Atmosphere of Disillusion™

Foliowing are some more quotations from Wil-
son's article: (To really apprecidte their signi-
ficance, you must realize that Wilson got most
of this information from government officials,
possibly the same ones who let him know of the
secret survey.)

“Roosevelt caused a great lifting of hearts in
the Negro community by the now famous execu-
tive order 8802. . . Yet the problem remains.
The first bloom of order’ 8802 has worn off.
Though the tone of the Negro press has improved
markedly, there is an atmosphere of disillusion
among Negro leaders, according to the reports
of government officials.” :

Wilson quotes Mark Etheridge, former head of
Roosevelt’s Fair Employment Practices Commit-
tee, as saying:

“The 10 commandments still are in effect, l_)ut
pretty much with the same effect as the execu-
tive order. The Negroes have been disi-llpsioned.
They have some employment, some advance; they
want more.” ‘

And he quotes Lawrence W, Cramer, executive
secretary of the same committee;

“There is some expression by the Negro he
wouldn’t be any worse off if the Axis won the
war. There is a great deal more expression by
the Negro he isn’t going to be any better off if
we do win the war. These attitudes together
are the spoken attitudes of a majority of Negroes
in America.” =

Another quotation from Etheridge has him de- |1
claring that the Negro people are “hetter edu- |

cated; they are better organized; they are under
friendlier auspices(?); and they are more ag-
gressive and demanding than they ever have
been before; and, I think, we all ought to learn
that.” A

We think so too.

P

Be Sure To Get Your Copy Every Week
SUBSCRIBE Now To

"The MILITANT’

Subscription: $1 for Six Months

’ "THE MILITANT

116 UNIVERSITY PLACE

NEW YORK CITY

frankly admitted that bootlegging
cannot be avoided under a gov-
ernment price-fixing policy. He
stated that the price fixing “ma-
chinery will undoubtedly creak
and bog down” and added that
when “shortages of civilian com-
modities become acute. . . the
fight against the ‘black markets,’
the hootlegging, the unpatriotic
chiselers will really begin.”

And John MacCormack, Wash-
ington commentator, warned in
the N. Y. Times of June 13 that
consumers’ goods shortages will
reach acute proportions by the

-/ end of this year and predicted:

“Those with money to spend will
then begin to spend it on such
things as food or to compete for
such consumers’ goods as still re-
main. The pressure then will be
against price ceilings and they
may not hold.”

Without doubt the price ceil-
ings wiil not ‘hold, but this does
not mean that the government
will abandon its policy of ration-
ing and price-fixing. On the eon-
trary, rationing will be extended
to cover more and more of the
necessities of life and the price
ceilings will burst — not in the
open and legal market, but in
the bootiegging or black market
which inevitably springs wup
alongside the open market upon
which ceilings have been set. The
threats of imprisonment for boot-
leggers will be no more effective
in abolishing the bootlegging
racket in this country than have
similar threats, including death
sentences, in Europe,

Every American remembers the
complete failure of the govern-
ment to prohibit the sale of lig-
uwor in this country during the
Prohibition era of the 1920’s. Not
a single country in Europe can
point to an even partially suc-
cessful control of bootlegging
which began and is fourishing -as
a result of wartime rationing and
price ceilings. While in this
country it has barely begun, in
Europe the bootlegging racket
has reached fantastic proportions
and is an indication of what we
can expect here as the war con-
tinues.

BOOTLEGGING IN

THE FASCIST COUNTRIES

An A. P. correspondent in Lis-
bon declares that an acquaint-
ance of his paid $4 for two pairs
of shoe laces. “Behind this extra-
ordinary transaction lies the story
of the so-called ‘black’ market
which flourishes today in Ger-
many,” reports the N. Y. Daily
News of May 18. “A great num-
ber of commodities are not to be
found in German shops, but they
show up in the illegal *‘black’
market, which thrives despite the
death penalty and other drastic
police efforts at suppression. . .
The manufacturer and merchant
are willing to risk wviolation of
the stringent laws and are mak-
ing vast profits. Economically, it
is the story of U. S. prohibition
all over again, except that the
penalties are much more severe.”

coffee at $18 a pound and states
that Italian wines and liquors are
bootlegged from the Italian Em-
bassy in Germany.

This is corroborated by Her-
bert L. Matthews in the May 17
N. Y, Times: “Bootlegging is rife

is an increasing source of class
bitterness, for the masses see
Fascist officials and other
wealthy men buy food that they

Consumers Division of the OPA,®

This paper quotes the price of

to an extraordinary extent which |

Experiences In Europe Foretell New -
Threats to Living Standards of Masses

By LARISSA REED
Declaring that “crooks and racketeers already are trying
to move into rationing,” David ‘Ginsburg, general counsel of
the Office of Price Administration, announced on May 27 that
the government would do its utmost to imprison the operators
of “black markets” and those who deal with them.
Two days before that, Robert Sessions,~new head of the

their ration cards. . . The all im-
portant thing is price. If he has

the money he can feed himself,

and his family. . .. but he needs
much money. The Government’s
struggle to keep prices down has
failed.”

In Italy, as far back as Oec-
tober 1941, the editor of Vita
Italiana declared that “Anyone
with enough money can buy as
much as he wants of rationed
goods from bootleggers.” During
that period 6,692 people were
convicted in one month for boot-
legging food. More recently the
death penaity has been invoked.
But the-black market flourishes
and expands,

BRITISH BOOTLEGGING

The bootlegging racket in Eng-
land is -equally sinister. As early
as 1936, according to Professor
N. Gangulee in the London Times
of April 24, 1942, the London
Board of Trade set up the Food
Department under Lord Woolton,

In addition to setting price
ceilings, the Treasury pays 100
miilion pounds a year in subsi-
dies in order to stabilize priees.
But neither the organization of
1,600 Local Food Control Com-
mittees nor the “immense subsi-
dies were sufficient to cope with
the bootlegging racket. An inter-
esting deseription of this racket
is given in the Saturday Evening
Post of Feb. 21, 1942 by William
D. Bayles: '

“The wusually Iaw-respecting
British have learned as many
ways of beating the rationi
reguiations as we have fnuﬁ
ways of cheating Prohibition,” he
declares. “The black market
flourishes in defiance of the
anemic Food Ministry and all
who can pay a price can get alls
they want. )

“Like the first American gang-
ster projects, the first English
black markets were crude and
easily detected. The simplest
method was to steal a loaded food
truck in the blackout while the
driver was having a beer or a.
meal, or to unload its cargo into
another truck, The stolen goods
were then quickly disposed of in
street sales -or given to peddlers
to distribute in house to house
visits. Merchants set up shop in
the open "fronts of bombed-out
stores in Oxford and other evacu-
ation towns, selling large quanti-
ties of chocolate, cigarettes and
even eggs at outrageous prices.
People queued up yegardless of
price and in an hour the stocks
and the. merchants were both
gone.

“The next system — a more
satisfactory one—was the found-
ing of ‘distribution’ companies or
middlemen to receive goods from
manufacturers and wholesalers.
In the economic turmoil caused
by the war, innumerable new

“ecompanies have sprung up to re-

place those bombed out or knock-
ed out and well established firms
have been taken over by new
groups. Among the mewcomers
are the black:market racketeers.

“They do business on a strictly
cash basis to prevent tell-tale
checks from turning up in banks
and once their contacts are es-
tablished they have little difficul-
ty in obtaining goods because
the prices they offer are enticing.
They flourish a4 few months and
then disappear, turning up in a
different locality under a differ-
ent name, A back room and a
telephone are all the office equip-

sometimes cannot get even with

Bootleg Market Has

Already Appeared Here |Ended-But Not U.S. Brand

ment they need and they do not
even see the goods they sell.
Their existence is strangely pa-
ralleled by that of the N. Y. boot-
leggers of the late 20’s.”

Mr. Bayles sums up by stating
that “one food expert recently
established that weil over one-
third of English wholesale and
retail merchants evade rationing
and price laws by one imethod or
another and that more than 75%
of all Englishmen have been
guilty of paying the black mar-
ket racketeer his pricg.”

On June 1 a N. Y. Times re-
port revealed that the British
Food Ministry is unable to cope
with the bootlegging racket! “A
vigorous drive against black max-

day by the Board of Trade, which
drafted George Yandell, former
superintendent of Scotland Yard
to be the board’s chief enforce-
ment officer.” Mr. Yandell, the
murder expert, may succeed in
arresting a few bootleggers but
he will be no more effective in
wiping out the bootlegging rack-
et itself than were the economic
experts of the Food Ministry and
the British Government,

IN FRANCE TQO

The N. Y. Times of June 14 re-
ports g similar failure on the part
of the French authorities to cope.
with bootlegging. This paper’s
Vichy correspondent declares:
“Ope of the results of price fix-
ing and rationing in France is
the creation of the black market
of tremendous proportions, Heavy
fines, prison terms and concentra-
tion camps for violators have
done nothing to reduce iliicit
traffic. . . During 1941 232,000,-
000 francs worth of (bootleg)
merchandise was seized.” This,
mereover, was only a small part
of the total consumers’ goods
which was being bootlegged.
“The Black Market,” declared
the Catholic newspaper La Croix,
“is compromising the health of
the French peopie by depriving
workers and poor people of es-
sential foodstuffs. It is thus plac-
ing the future of our race in
danger. It is also preventing the
union of the people by legitim-
ately arousing the anger w=f the
persons who have not the means
to buy at black market prices
against those who have much
money and few scruples.”

ALREADY STARTED
IN THIS COUNTRY

In the United States although
thus far only tires, tubes, gaso-
line, autos, typewriters and su-
gar have been rationed, a boot-
legging market has already
sprung up in these commodities.
Gasoline bootlegging jumped the
gun and began before rationing
was formally established. Accord-
ing to the June 1 N. Y. World
Telegram, for The past year a
“12-man ring of petroleum boot-
leggers had been stealing gaso-
line and fuel oil and selling it
at half price to dealers.” The
loot’s value was estimated by the
police to be as high.as $100,000.

This s but the first breeze of
the howling wind of bootlegging
operations which will soon sweep
over this country. The workers
must take warning now. They
cannot depend upon the threats
of imprisonment issuing from
government circles now, any
more than the European workers
can depend upon their govern-
ments’ Scotland Yards, public
whippings, heavy fines, impris-
onments and death sentences to
relieve them of the staggering
toll exacted through the bootleg
markets. The wealthy will always
get what they need. The work-
ers whose wages are fixed will
not.

This means that the workers
must (1.) form their own con-
trol eommittees to control prices
and check the speculators and
bootleggers, and (2.) demand a
rising scale of wages to meet all
rises in the real cost of living.
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ket racketeers was launched to-*

The need- to aseribe a great
moral purpose to the war in-
creases the longer it lasis. For
men will not continue to fight,
suffer and die without a feeling
that, if victorious, they or their
children will achieve results that
will be of lasting benefit. What
earthly use is there in sacrific-
ing if, in the end, a world will
emerge no hetter than the one
which existed before the fight-
ing began? Why jeopardize one’s
life if the same exploitation, the
same dreary existence are to
continue after the struggle Iis
over?

And they who are leading the
conflict are aware of the neces-
sity to Furnish the masses with
hope and assurance for a better
world to come. At the begin-
ning of the war the tendency
was to insist almost exclusively
on the importance of victory, be-
fore the kind of peace that is
to follow the war should even
be considered. That 4s still the
opinion of the more practical
and less .far-sighted politicians.

" But the astute Roosevell knows

better. The recent speeches of
Vice-President Wallace and
Sumner Welles indicate Roose-
velt's concern with the problem
of furnishing the masses an
ideal to fight for. '

No better person than the
Vice-President could have been
chosen to present the people
with such a picture .of the ob-
jectives of this war as to recon-
cile them to the sacrifices they
are called upon to endure. For
Wallace has the air and lan-
guage of a sincere dreamer. He
takes proper advantage of his
extensive knowledge of the
Bible, alluding constantly to the
Prophets and the Apostles.

The speech which Wallace de-
livered on May 8 has already
gone through many printed edi-
tions and is being widely distri-
buted. It has of course thrilled
the liberals who, in their heart
of hearts, must be somewhat
afrgid that the things they
would like to see come out of the
war will never appear on the
scene. Their gushing enthusiasm
about the Wwalluce speech is it-
self evidence that they are try-
ing very hard to believe what
they say will emerge from this
war, People who lack confidence
in their beliefs are excessively
grateful to official people who
by word or deed Dbolster them
wp in their beliefs.

* % ¥

This war, says Wallace, is a
coptinuation of the French Re-
volution, the people’s revolution;
it is a war between the free
world and a slave world. On the
part of Hitler it is a -counter-
revolution and his defeat will
permit mankind to march peace-
fully forward to the goal of de-
mocracy, peace and plenty.

“The object of thisewar is to
make sure that everybody in the
world has the privilege of drink-
ing a quart of milk a day.” This
is what Wallace told Madame
Litvinov who graciously assured
him that a pint a day would be
sufficient, Ewven if one doesn’t
like milk one should resent the
Madame's cutting the portion in
half. Why should 'a representa-
tive of the Soviet Union be sat-
jgfied with half the standard
that a representative of a capi-
talist country wants?

Necessary as -t is, however, to
furnish the masses with an ideal
to fight for, it would seem that
to do what Wallace has done is
putting it on a liftle too thick
and the danger of « reaction,
surely after the war is over, 4s
indeed great. Even now an in-
tellingent worker can ask: what
prevented anydody from’ giving
the masses a quart or even a
pint of milk a day before the
war storted? In what way did
Hitler interfere with the cows
who gave enough millk to satisfy
the need for that commodity on
the part of every human being?
What is there about this war

By #1. MORRISON

-

of

that will assure a high standard
of living to everybody? Mr. Wal- =
lace and Mr. Roosevelt had their
chance to do that before the war
but under the best of circwm~
stances the number of unemploy-
ed during their regime,-prior to
the war, was approzimately ten
million. Isn't it the war that
has solved the problem of uneims .
ployment for Roosevelt?

he workers supporting this

war are doing so because they -

fear Hitler and not because they
were satisfied with the condi-
tions prevailing prior to the war.
It would be best for Mr. Wallace
to let it go at that and not get
out on a limb by making fabu-
lous promises which the masses
will later remember. 3
¥ & %k

Mr. Wallace then turns his at-
tention to the millions of people
in China, India and other colo-
nial and semi-colonial countries
and assures them that they will
achieve unheard-of and wunex-
peected freedom as a result .of
this war. “No nation will haye
the God-given right to exploit
other mations. Older mnations
will have the privilege to help
younger nations get started on
the path to industrialization, but
there must be neither military
nor economic  imperialism.” °
What more can the exploited
peoples ask? Why should the
people of India hesitate about
throwing in their lot with the
British and American govern-
ments? Ungrateful wretches!

‘Wallace’s speech was followed
by one of Sumner Welles who
took occasion on Memorial Day
to proclaim that “the age of im-
perialism is ended.”

The promises made to the col-
onial and semi-colonial peoples
are not only intended to get the .
support of those peoples. To a
certain extent they are meant
quite seriously. It is significant
that only representatives of the
American  government make
such bold promises as to end the
age of imperialism. The British
are as silent as the tomd. The
American capitalists are quite
willing to bring to an end the
kind of dmperialism that the
British stand for. .

In general, American capital-
ism has not followed the meth-_
od.of actually taking possession
foreign territory through
armed force. Coming late upon
the scene of history, American
capitalism found the world gob-
bled up by the older imperial-
isms. It has depended prima-
rily upon its economic power to-
enable it to exploit hackward
peoples. The British ‘and French
capitalists have, on the other
hand, invariably seized control
of foreign territory by armed
force and ‘have relied on such
force to assure their exploitation
of non- industrial peoples.

The speeches of Wallace and
of Welles are not only a prowise
to the peoples of iIndia and
China but also a threat to the
British  capitalists. In effect
they are saying to the British
Amperialists: Prepare to surren-
der your political control over
subject countries and do the best
you can in open economic com=
petition with the American capi-
talists,

It is true that Wallace pro-
mised to end economic imperial-
ism as well as military imperial-
ism. But surely Mr. Wallace did
not mean that the American cap~
italists ‘will turn ower their in-
vestments to the colonial peo-
ples. If he did mean that, he
will learn his mistake soon
enough.

Mr. Wallace may live to learn’
that only the working class,
gaining political power in the
United States and in all other
capitalist countries, will do away
with economic imperialism. For
the workers, in bringing their
own exploitation to an end, will
automatically end the exploita-
tion of -all peoples and ‘all na-
tions. .

“Temporary

Reverses”

How many have given prop- ’

er sympathy te the deplorable
state of the war-deposed mon-
archs, nobility and their reti-
nue? Witness the tragic con-
dition of Crown Princess Juli-
ana, whose mother, Queen Wil-
helmina of the Netherlands,
bravely insists that although
“a difficult struggle still
awaits us,” nevertheless “tem-

porary reverses should not
dishearten us.” The po or
Princess Juliana, with her two
daughters, has beeh reduced
to an estate in the Berkshire
Hills of Massachusetts which
is described in the June 24 N.
Y. Post: B uu

“The Lloyd estate, on 42
acres of handsome old trees

and formal gardens, contains
a main residence, which, in ad-
dition to the usual living
rooms, a flower room, break-
fast room and a study on the
first floor, has seven master
bedrooms and six baths to-
gether with ample servants’
quarters on the second floor
and a game room in the base-
ment. There is also a guest
cottage, two cabins and a
good-sized swimming pool, {in
addition to a five-car garage
and a stable for six horses on -
the property.”

‘What a pity the suffering
masses of the conquered coun-
tries in Europe, and the pen-
niless refugees scattered thru-
out the world cannot help the
‘Princess share her “tempor- -
ary reverses!” .

bl
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JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:

1. Military training of workers, financed
by the government, but undér contrel
of the trade unions. Special officers’

- training camps, financed by the gov-

ernment but controlled by the trade

. unions, to train workers to become

officers.

Trade union wages for all workers
drafted into the army.

Full equality for Negroes in the armed
forces and the war industries—Down
with Jim Crowism everywhere.
Confiscation of all war profits. Expro-
priation of all war industries and their
operation under workers’ control.
For a rising scale of wages to meet the
rising cost of living.

Workers Defense Guards against vig-
ilante and fascist attacks.

An Independent Labor Party based on
the Trade Unions.

A Workers’ and Farmers’
ment.

- The Hudson Walkout
And Race Prejudice

The anti-Negro walkout at the Hudson Naval
Ordinance Arsenal in Detroit last week marks
one of the most shameful pages in recent labor
history. It was comparable in every way to scab-
bing, the violdtion of all the principles of work-
ing class solidarity. Like scabbing, it hurts the
interests of the working class as a whole and bene-
fits only the enemies of the labor movement. For
these reasons, class conscious workers must do
more than deplore it — they must also know what
happened, why it happened, and what can be done
to prevent it from happening again:

Govern-

On the morning of June 18 the company, with
the support of the United Auto Workers-local in
the plant, put two Negroes to work on produc-
tion-machine jobs in each of the four main build-
ings of the arsenal. Each of these Negro workers
was a member of the union, and was entitled by
the seniority provisions of the union contract to
be transferred from janitorial tasks to production
work. ;

Previously some workers in the arsenal had
been whipping up an agitation against permitting
Negroes to work alongside of white workers. Re-
sponding to their harangues, - 3000 of the 4000
workers on the morning shift quit.work. The after-
noon shift arrived, there was hesitation and argu-
‘ment, the*local president arrived to address them
‘and within an hour 90% of the workers on this
shift had returned to their machines. The night
" shift went to work without any hesitation to speak

of.

Meanwhile Secretary of Navy Knox ordered the
“men back to work and threatened to discharge
those who refused and to blacklist them from
all war plants. UAW President R. ]J. Thomas
also instructed the men to return to work or face
charges of violating the union constitution clause
which prohibits racial discrimination. Practically
all of the men returned to work the next day, and
shortly thereafter the company discharged four
men accused of having instigated the walkout, and
union officials approved the action,

No good will come from trying to deceive our-
selves, there are still many white workers who
have racial prejudices against their Negro brothers.
But why do white workers, even union members,
do such things?

Scientists have told us — and we can easily
confirm_their findings — that no one is born with
racial prejudices. Children of all races play with
each other and treat each other as absolute equals
-until they become affected by the society around
them. Children never have racial prejudices until
they learn them f{rom their parents, from their
text-books in school, from the motion pictures,
newspapers and prevailing sentiments of the world
they live in. .

The present capitalist society nurtures and
breeds racial prejudice because it benefits the rul-
ing class to have the workers divided and fight-
- ing each other instead of uniting to fight their

. oppressors. In a socialist society where there will

be no capitalists, where the people will be trained
from childhood to understand that no man is su-
perior to another because of the color of his skin,
racial bias will disappear completely.

Thus the workers who walked out at Hudson
were not only responding to the miseducation they
got from capitalism, but they were also aiding
capitalists to conceal the identity of those who are
really responsible for racial prejudices. How happy
this walkout must have made the bosses who want
to keep the workers divided! How much easier it
will be for them to get Negro workers who have
been discriminated against, to act as strikebreak-
ers when these same white workers go out on strike
to protect their living conditions!

The government does not come into this pic-
ture with any cleaner hands than the capitalist
class. For decades the government has strength-
ened and catered to the most reactionary preju-
dices. The strongest argument of the backward
workers at Hudson was that Secretary of Navy
Knox himself denies equality to the Negroes in
the Navy, compelling them to serve either as
mess attendants or, in line with the new Navy
plan, on segregated ships. ““Why,” they asked the
workers who were hesitant about walking out,
“should we work alongside of Negroes when the
government itself separates them from whnes in
the army and navy?”

Nor does the government propose any basic
policy for eradicating racial bias in the future
Firing four workers may convince backward work-
ers that they must be cautious about how they
discriminate. against Negroes, but it does not con-
vince them that Negroes are entitled to equal
rights. Only a basic re-education can do that, and
the government which itself continues Jim Crow
practices is not in a moral position to do it, even
if 'it wanted to.

[t is the task of the. class-conscious workers,
white and Negro, to reeducate the backward work-
ers in the principles of class solidarity. White
workers are most often in the best position to ap-
proach other white workers and to explain by past
history and current events how discrimination
against Negroes undermines the union movement
and strengthens only the employers. Revolutionary
workers, in particular, must seize on every oppor-
tunity to unite the workers on the basis of class
unity and equality for workers of all races.

Negro, militants too have an important task to
fulfill. They must first of all understand the real
reason why walkouts such as this occur. They must
not permit discrimination by backward workers
to blind them to the fact that the solution of their
problcms both as workers and as an oppressed
people is 1:1d|5501ub]_\/ tied up w1th the - future of
the labor moventent.

They must fight to keep events of this kind
from further embittering their less class-conscious
Negro brothers and thus turning them into anti-
union elements. Despite the slow progress that is
being made, they must not forget that progress
IS being made and primarily in the labor move-
ment. Only a few miles from Detroit, in certain
FFlint .auto plants. Negroes are working side by
side and in full amity with white workers;, who
helped them to get their new production jobs and
who greetéd them in the most comradely spirit as
they went onto these jobs.

Nor must they forget the most important thing
about the Hudson incident — that the union stood
firm, despite all the pressure from backward ele-
ments. The union stood firm and insisted on the
right of the Negro workers to equal treatment.
This fact cannot be too strongly emphasized; it
is a sign that conditions have changed in the labor
movement; it is a reason for much hope in the
future; and every Negro worker who blames white
workers as such for discrimination must be remind-

“ed of it.

Their One Aim

While the bosses demand that the workers sac-
rifice everything, including life itself, for the war,
they. themselves have but one aim — to safeguard
and increase their profits.

The House Military Affairs Committee gave

“an example of this in its June 23 report, disclos-

ing “a sordid picture of excessive commissions
by brokers, profits by vendors, exorbitant salaries,
bonuses and huge fees for management and re-
lated services in many War Department contracts.”

For the same motive — profits — the big steel
corporations have deliberately curtailed produc-
tion in the face of a steel shortage. As revealed
on June 23 by the Truman Senate Investigating
Committee, the steel firms have suppressed a vital
process for producing sponge iron used in the
making of steel — a process they made available
to Japanese interests — and dismantled plants “to

" maintain their safety and security after the war

for monopa]istic control.” The report also dis-
closes that “dollar-a-year men from the big steel
firms absolutely control the steel policy of the
WPB.”

Every war industry shows the same picture.
And every government war production agency is
being run by capitalist interests who are aiding
these war-profiteering and monopolistic practices.

Almost daily now new disclosures are being
made showing that the bosses, the private owners
of industry, are nothing but a parasitic drain
on the working masses and an impediment to the
whole productive system. '

The capitalist stranglehold on the means of
production must be broken if the full productive
forces of the country are to be released and the
economic welfare of the masses made secure. There
is but one way to begin this: by the governmental

expropriation of the war industries and their op-

eration under workers’ control.

Why So Few Militants
Become Army Officers

ods by which the officer caste is

giving commissions to “leaders”

working class organizations,
With the perspective of an army
that will shortly number close to
5,000,000 men, this method has
only one real shortcoming for the
army bureaucracy. It cannot
furnish anywhere near the num-
ber of officers necessary.

John J. McCloy, Assistant Sec-
retary of War, in a recent radio
address, has stated that the ex-
panded army will require a mini-
mum of 75,000 officers this year,
“for the ground forces alone.” The
total number of officers required
for 1942 may easily reach twice
this figure.

The bulk of these officers will
be selected from the 95,000 enlist-
ed and drafted men now in the
Army who will be chosen to at-
tend the Army's special three
months Officer's Candidate
Schools.

The announcement of this prop-
osal was widely hailed by the lib-
eral press as a sign of the democ-
ratie character of the army. Other
papers more cautiously referred
to it as an indication of the
“growing democratization” of the
army.

Both claims are complete false-
hoods as a slightly closer examin-
ation shows.

PROCEDURE FOLLOWED

The procedure involved for a
soldier who wants to attend one
of the schools is apparently quite
simple. Men <chosen for the
schools must first serve in the
| ranks for three months. And as
the N. Y. Times puts it in report-
ing Mr. McCloy's speech, “At the
end of that period, on the basis
of his record in civil life and his

Methods for Picking Officers Effectively
Sift Out All Those With Labor Background

By DAVID WARNER
Any illusion that the United States Army is a democratic
institution is quickly dispelled by an examination of the meth-

I have shown how the army still follows the classic method of

are almost always businessmen, employers, individuals of wealth
or social prestige, even prominent athletes, but virtually never
‘|trade unionists or leaders of®— -

chosen. In a previous article

in civil life. These “leaders”

ranks, he may be selected.”

“There follow three months at
the Officer Candidate School, and
his accomplishments there, be-
gides his previous record, deter-
mine whether he is to be made an

officer.”
“The single limitation,” the
Times proudly announces, “is

that a prospective candidate shall
have scored a rating of 110 or
better in the general classifica-
tion test which the Army gives
to all men who enter it.”

The first thing -to be noted is
that the army leadership selects
its own replacements. Instead of
the procedure followed in the de-
mocratic’ trade unions, where the
rank and file elect the men who
ghall lead them, the army bu-
reaucracy, without giving any
voice to the millions of men in
the ranks, arbitrarily chooses
those who will become officers.

The democratic method of elec-
tion by the ranks of those men
to be given the opportunity of
receiving officers’ training is com-
pletely unheard of in-the army.
Thus from the very beginning,
any chance that the army officers
will be truly representative of the
millions of men in the army is
done away with.

ANOTHER PRECAUTION

The army however takes fur-
ther precautions to insure that no
trade union militant or working
class leader will manage to slip in
to any of the Officer's Candidate
Schools.

One of the determining factors
in admitting an applicant to a
school is his “record in civil life.”
This phrase covers a wide ground.

authorities conduct a thorough in-
quiry into the applicant’s back-
ground. Any signs of militant
trade union work, participation in
the radical or civil liberties move-
ment, student anti-war strikes, or
similar activities are sufficient to
cause rejection of the application.
This is made all the easier when
it is remembered that it is not
necessary for the arnty bureau-
crats to give the applicant any
reason for his rejection.

This is just one part however,
of the meaning of the phrase,
“record in civil life.” The recent
publicity over the case of Joseph
P. Lash, former Socialist Party
member and student leader, later
a Communist Party follower and
now an ardent patriot, is very.in-
structive on this point.

|THE CASE OF LASH

Lash, it will be recalled, had
his application for a post in the
Naval Intelligence rejected, in
gpite of the fact that he had a
letter of recommendation from
Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt. The
conservative press whipped itself
into a fury because Mrs. Roos-
evelt had signed a letter for an
ex-radical. They had no objections
at all to the common system
whereby an applicint for a com-
mission in the armed forces —
and this holds equally well for
the Officer’s Candidate Schools —
presents letters of recommenda-
tlon from prominent members of
the capitalist class, businessmen,
politicians, ete.

The chance that a worker or
militant trade unionist might se-
cure such a letter is quite slight,
indeed.

Lash had his application reject-
ed and was eventually drafted
into the army. The armed forces
make it a point not only to reject
as officers all militants and rad-
icalg, but even those who might
have been exposed to progressive
ideas in the past!

The campaign of the army to
obtain thousands of new officers
is not a sign of its “growing de-
mocratization.” The army bhureau-
cracy looks on it simply as a mili-
tary necessity and is determined
that there shall be no changes in

record during his service in the

On the basis of it, the army

its dictatorial and thoroughly re-
actionary rule. .

Medical Studies Find

Long thought to be caused

disease. The discovery in 1937

conquest of the disease.

But the social conquest of pel-
lagra, the “scourge of the south,”
has not yet been achieved. About
400,000 cases of outright pellagra
occur in the United States an-
nually. Although it was once
thought that pellagra was limit-
ed to the south, a redent survey
by three Ohio physicians of the
patients admitted to the charity
hospitals in Cleveland and Cin-
cinnati from 1933-39 showed that
from 1% to 2% of these patients
had this vitamin-deficiency dis-
ease,

Public heaith officials. estimate
that there are other hundreds
of thousands of cases of “sub-
clinical or latent” cases of pella-
gra in the country, in whom the
open symptoms have not yet ap-
peared.

The name, pellagra, a corrup-
tion of the Italian words pelle

about 1771 when pellagra was
prevalent in Italy, Austria, Spain
and other "‘European countries.
| Cases of pellagra have been diag-
nosed as sucth in the United
States from the time of the Civil
War, The disease is marked by
three principal symptoms: a
roughening of the skin, digestive
disorders and nervous and men-
tal disturbance which often leads
to insanity. L

DUE TO FAULTY DIET

Even before the discovery of
niacin (part of the vitamin B
complex) in 1937, medical scient-
ists knew that pellagra was the
“poor man’s disease” and was due
to a faulty diet, Over 20 years
ago, Dr. Joseph Goldberger of
the U. S, Public Health Service
noted that the pellagra vietims
of the south lived on salt pork,
dried beans, molasses and corn
pone. He secured amazing recov-
eries by having pellagra patients
in orphan asylumsrand other pub-
lic institutions shift to a diet of
fresh meat, milk, eggs, fruit and
green vegetables.

Then Dr. Goldberger gave the

agra (rough skin) came into use |-

That It Can Be

Prevented and Cured In Simple Manner
By GRACE CARLSON

by a germ infection, the dread

pellagra is now known definitely to be a vitamin-deficiency

by Dr. C. Elvejehm and other

research workers at the University of Wisconsin, that nicotinic

acid or niacin, found in fresh meat, green vegetables, eggs and

fruit was the pellagra-preventive factor, completed the mcdlcai
.

and dried beans to the normally
weil-fed dogs in his experiment-
al laboratory. All of them de-
veloped ‘“blacktongue,” a canine
form of pellagra and medical re-
search men had an experimental
animal with which to work in
order to find the cause and cure
of pellagra, The synthesis of the
pellagra-preventive vitamin, nia-

cin, by Dr. Elvejehm and his as-
sociates in 1937 completed the
study.

That pellagra still plagues

hundreds of thousands of Negre
and white workers in the south,
despite the fact that medical sci-
ence has found the key to its
complete prevention, is a shame-
ful condemnation of the Amer-
ican social system. The richest
country in the world cannot or-
ganize its vast resources so as to
supply the necessary life-giving
food elements to its people.
Doctors are able to cure pella-
gra now by the administration of
the synthetic vitamin niacin to
the patient — no patient need

The Real Cause Of The
‘Poor Man’s Disease’

dle of pellagra today. But the
prevention of pellagra, as well
as of the millions of cases of
other deficiency diseases in the
United States, lies in providing
adequate, well-balanced diets to
the American masses,

A FRANK STATEMENT

In a frank statement as to the
basie, therapeutic value of good
food, Dr. James McLester of the
University of Alabama Medical
School, when describing the treat-
ment of patients suffering from
a variety of mental and physical
disorders whose disease had been
found difficult of diagnosis, re-
cently said:

“The patients of whom I speak,
have:been put to bed in the hos-
pital, reassured, given a pat on
the back and forced to eat a
liberal, well-balanced diet, . . In
the majority of instances, the im-
provement has been thoroughly
satisfactory. The aches and pains
have disappeared, foods were eat-
en that formerly were regarded
with fear, emotional stability has
been established and not infre-
quently the patient has blossom-
ed out like a rose. He was cured
for the time being, but of what
he was cured, I formerly had
many doubts, Now I believe I
kntw. It was not, as was first
thought, the seclusion, the oppor-
tunity for quiet contemplation,
the reassurance, the atmosphere
of encouragement or the pat on
the back that accomplished the
cure. It was food.”
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Troops Are Taught
Little About Real
Background Of War

BOOK REVIEW

THE BACKGROUND OF OUR WAR, from
lectures prepared by the Orientation Course,
War Department Bureau of Public Relations.
Farrar and Rinehart, New York 1942, 279 pages.
$2.00.

“The Background of OQur War” comprises a num-
ber of lectures on current events from which the
enlisted men in the army are supposed to learn every-
thing about the outbreak and course of the war
that the general staff wants them to learn.

It is amusing to observe to what lengths the mili-*
tary hierarchy will prostrate itself to proclaim its
idealism and love of peace. Wilsonianism and the
League of Nations, which the army militarists once
denounced as “Red Internationalism,” are now held
forth as shining examples of democratic righteous-
ness which failed — and here they revert to the old
“blood and iron” — because they were ineffectively
enforeed. '

This talk of enforcement, together with denuncia-
tions of the “inherent mllltarlsm” of the Axis peo-
ples, and accusations that the German people were
the actual mstlgatms of the war, are all signs of
the terms which they intend to mete out to the
peoples of Germany, Japan and Italy once victory
has been gained.

How to Be a “Democracy”

This book is significant if only for what it disre-
gards. There is no mention of the world economic
and social conflicts which led to the war, of the
breakdown of bourgeois democracy in Germany and
its replacement by fascism, nor of the fact that
Nazism was financed by both German and Allied
capitalists and financiers. As to the Allies — from
autocratic Poland, long notorious for its suppreasibn
of national minorities, to the Greek dictatorship —
they are all regarded as full-fledged “democracies.”
Thus, to the army’s way of thinking, a nation’s eco-
nomic and social system is decided by whichever
side it happens to be on at any given moment.

The Polish campaign, according to the “experts”
who gave these lectures, was won by the Germans

" purely on. the basis of their military superiority.
Naturaliy, if they are to term Poland as a “democ-
racy,” they can hardly refer to the terrible social
conditions which manifested themselves in total apa-
thy on the part of the Polish people, and to the
corruption and degeneracy of the Polish aristocracy
who fled the country at the first shock of combat.

France’s defeat is explained as the result of pure-
ly military factors and the disruption of “national
unity” by German fifth column propaganda. Here
the army is obviously sugar-coating the .role of
French capitalism, its fear of its own working class
which led it to welcome the Germans as the better
aiternative to Communism, its financing of Fascist
movements both within France and within Germany
as well, and its subordination of*everything else to
the desire to protect its profits, ete.

Soviet Morale Unexplained

The chapters on the Soviet Union bung‘ to mind
some amusing sidelights. The Soviet Union which
they so blatantly denounced at the time of the
Soviet-Finnish War of 1939 (which incidently is not
even mentioned here) is now welcomed back into
the “Democratic Family of Nations” with eulogies
and compliments. They are profuse in their praise
of Soviet morale, but their only attempt to explain
it is by the altogether false statement that the Nazis
failed to prepare any fifth column campaign against
Russia. The Nazis have for years maintained and
organized assorted Russian nationalist and fascist and
White Russian organizations and have directed a
steady stream of propaganda toward the national
groups within the USSR. This agitation failed not
because it was insufficiently intensive or thorough
but because the Soviet masses, in contrast to the
French and Polish people, know that they are defcnd-
ing positive social and economic gains.

The utter hypocrisy of the book is revealed in its
treatment of the war in the Far East, The military
mind with its traditional limited breadth of vision
tries to explain everything along exclusively mili-
tary lines. And so the army lectures attribute Jap-
an’s speedy victories entirely to her superiority in
military equipment and trained manpower. This
“backgwround” of the war is silent about the two
centuries of colonial exploitation and repression which
were expressed in either total apathy or animosity
toward the war. No mention is made of the failure
of the “democratic” imperialists to mobilize the man-
power and resources of the colonies — a failure that
resuited directly and cannot be separated from the
vicious colonial policies of the “democracies.” If the
army instructors were to discuss this aspect of “dem-
ocracy” with the troops, they would be destroying
the very foundations of their argument. Hence their
silence on the subject.

Glosses Over the Important Facts

The chapters on South America are especially note-
worthy in light of the absorption of this area into
the United States economic network. Here again
the book glosses over the terrible economic condi
tions and tries to explain .all dissatisfaction with
U. S. capitalism as the manifestation of German
-fifth column activity., Soldiers who don’t know aboux
the role of Yankee imperialism in Honduras, Haiti,
Nicaragua, ete., would never be able to understand
from these lectures why the South American masses
don’t greet them with enthusiasm and joy.

In brief, the men in the armed forces will have
to look elsewhere if they want to learn the rcal Tea-
sons for the war and if they want to get an honest
explanation of the course of the war thus far.

Reviewed by JAMES CADMAN.

For a Rising Scale of
Wages to Meet
Rising Living Costs

poor man’s diet” of salt pork
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