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India Congress L_eaders

Advocate Suicidal Policy

Urge Masses Not to Organize Stl;uggle
Against Japanese and British Oppressors

The Working Committee of the All-India Congress Party

voted on May 2 in favor of

Gandhi's “non-violent, non-co-

operation” policy of passive submission to the imperialist pow-

ers struggling for control of Britain’s

greatest colony.

The declaration amounts, in effect, to.a call upon the 400,-

000,000 oppressed workers
peasants of India to give up any
effective struggle for their na-
tional liberation and to entrust
their fate entirely to whatever
imperialist power comes out on
top in the present war in the Far
East.

“If invasion takes place it
must be resisted,” says the
Working Committee, which rep-
resents the Indian capitalist
class. And how? “Such resist-
ance can only take the form

of non-violent non-coopera-
tion.”
This means that the Indian

massees are being asked to lift up
their throats, like pgheep in a
slaughter house, and have them

and®

sliced by the Japanese imperial-
ists.

JAPANESE RULERS
WILL LIKE IT

Nothing will be more pleasing
to the Japanese imperialists than
such an advance assurance that
the force they fear most, an arm-
ed milllon-headed mass fighting
for its national freedom, will not
meet them on the soil of India.
The Japanese imperialist bandits
are certainly not going to be
frightened by any threats of non-
violent non-cooperation. The Jap-
anese know that this policy has
worked wonders up to now in

helping British imperialism main- |

" also welcome

tain its rule over the disarmed
masses.

The British ruling class will
this assurance
that the Indian capitalist lead-
ers will try to keep the Indian
masses disarmed. For as long
as the policy of non-violent non-
cooperation is followed, it will
be impossible for 'the masses to
free themselves from the rule
of Britain and its native
lackeys.

The Working Committee’s policy
will be an aid and comfort to
British imperialism which is de-
termined to keep the native col-
onial peoples disarmed and hog-
tied at all costs. The lengths to
which the British rulers go to
keep the masses from securing
arms and military training was
recently exposed by Krishnalal
Shridharani, author of “My India,
My America.,” In an interview
with the New York Post, ‘April
30, he pointed out:

A CRIMINAL OFFENSE
“It is not realized that it is
a criminal offense for Indians

_ (Cl_mtinued on page 4)

Another Standard Qil-Nazi
Deal Is Exposed 1 n Senate

Rockefeller Trust Halted Production of
Vital Acids by Agreement With I. G. Farben

More facts about the Standard Oil-Nazi 1.

G. Farbenin-

dustrie patent-pool conspiracy were revealed last week before
the Senate Patents Committee by Irving Lipkowitz, representa-
tive of the Department of Justice anti-trust division

The latest disclosures involve a cartel agreement between

the American and Nazi {rusts
which gave Standard Oil a mono-
poly on the patents for the best
and cheapest processing of acety-
lene and acetic acid, raw material
base for rayon, plastics, paints,
drugs, dyes and other important
chemical products, and enabled
Standard to block development of
the industry in this country.

Standard 0il of New Jersey,
largest holding of the Rockefeller
oil trust, turned its own vital
patents over to I. G. Farben and
kept down acetylene production
in the U, 8. in return for an
agreement from the German cor-
poration to respect Standard’s
world-wide petroleum and gas-
oline monopoly and not to invade
Standard’s international markets.

Jasco, a holding company owned
jointly by the American frust and
the German monopoly, built an
experimental plant in Baton
Rouge for the purposes of per-
fecting the acetyleme. This was
closed down in 1935 at the behest
of I. G. Farben,

A QUESTION OF DATES

Although, with the outbreak of
the war in Sept. 1939, the demand
for acetylene increased enormous-
ly Standard concluded an agree-
ment for the complete dismantl-
ing ofl the Baton Rouge plant on
Deec. 1, 1939. According to Lip-
kowitz, who cited documents from
the Standard Oil flles, the dis-
mantling of the plant was “ob-
viougly for but one reason, the
likelitood that the United States
would be drawn into the war a-
gainst Germany. The German
Government . . . was undoubtedly
anxious to facilitate the destruc-
tion of any plant in the United
States which might be useful in
war production.”

The Standard officialg knew the
objective of the Nazi corporation,
but nevertheless agreed to carry
out its desires. To cover up their
tracks, however, they dated the
agreement back to August 31,

1939, the day before war was de-
clared.

() —

The exposure of Standard's ace-
tylene deal with the Nazis gives
the lie to the claim of the Stand-
ard officials, made before Seénate
committees and given prominence
in statements published by the
nation’s capitalist press, that its
patent-pools Were in ‘“the inter-
ests of this country,” that they
aided American production, and
that the Standard officials were
“innocent” of any conscious
wrong-doing,.

A CONSCIOUS POLICY
“The record shows that as a

“Hope and
Expectation”

During the hearings by the
Senate Patent Committee on
the ramifications of the Nazi-
U. 8. Big Business patent-
pools, it was disclosed that a
duPont subsidiary, Rohm and
Haas, held down the production
of synthetic glass, used in the
bay windows of war planes, in
conformity with its cartel]
agreement with the Nazi I. G. ‘
Farbenindustrie. :

Called for questioning be-$
fore the Senate Committee, S.}
C. Kelton, secretary of Rohm
and Haas, was compelled to}
disclose that his company has}
continued to set dside royalties?
on United States military or-¢
ders for post-war payment to
the German interests.

He hastened to assure the
committee that the royalties
ear-marked for the German‘
corporation were really being!
held “with the hope and ex-
pectation that they will be
seized by the Alien Propertv
Custodian.”

Kelton failed to explain why
this “hope and expectation”
was revealed to the govern-
ment only after the company
officials had been called before
a Senate investigation.

L L s e e e o]

rule,” declared Lipkowitz, “Stand-

ard Qil was aware of the policy
being pursued by I. G. Farben,
and was willing to go along Wit]l
it

After Lipkowitz had cited the
documentary evidence before the
Senate committee — evidence to
which the capitalist press gave
little space — Standard issued
a lengthy public broadside, given
much prominence, charging that
Lipkowitz had “drawn conclusions
not based on the facts.,”

Standard’s statement, which an-
swered none of the government’'s
specific charges, was just a broad
smear intended to heguile the
public whielh has not bheen given
the full story as revealed to the
Senate committee.

Lipkowitz answered Standard
by coming once more before the
Senate committee last week and
challenging Standard to make its
denials under oath — a challenge
which Standard is unlikely to ac-
cept.

PATRIOTISM AND BUSINESS

The revelations about Stand-
ard’s acetylene conspiracy once
more put the spotlight on the “pa-
triotism” of American monopoly
capitalism, which is making bil-
Hons in war profits from the
“war against fascism” and still
doing business on the side with
Hitler.

Standard’s practices are similar
to those of all the other big in-
ternational monopolies, duPont,
Aluminum  Company, General
Electric, General Motors, ete.,
which bave resulted in the eur-
tailment of American production
of synthetic rubber, aluminum,
magnesium, tungsten carbide, and
all other basic materials.

While the government is dis-
closing certain of the details of
these Nazi-U. S. trust conspiracies
before Congressional committees,
which have only investigating
powers, it is to be noted that no
effective action has been taken
against the corporations involved,
They are still getting billions
worth of mew government built
plants and the lions’ share of the
war orders, and have their dollar-
a-year agents in key positions
throughout the government's war

cies.
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Price Fixing Won't Stop
Rise In Cost Of Living

gram, spoke before the Overseas
Press Club in New York and said
that “the level of living within
a few short months will not be
much above: 1932, and that in
1943 we shall surely fall below
1932.”

Roosevelt’s T-point program is
today referred to as an anti-in-
flation measure and ballyhooed
as a measure to protect the peo-
ple’s living standards. Actually,
it is neither.

It will not prevent inflation be-
cause it does not strike at the
cause of inflation. As a result,
the cost of living is going to con-
tinue to rise, despite all the elab-
orate rules and measures of the
Office of Price Administration.
It will not protect the living
standards of the masses because
(1) it will “stabilize” (that is,
freeze) wages through the War
Labor Board while the cost of
living will continue to rise be-
cause the basic cause of inflation
has not been taken care of; (2)
it will make it impossible for the
workers whose wages have lagged
behind the inflationary process
all along, to ¢atch up with it, and
will thus make permanent the
real wage cuts which they have
suffered since 1939.

For these reasons, Roosevelt’s

| 7-point program must he recog-

nized for what it is — not a
measure in the interests of the
masses, but a measure designed
to place the chief burden of the
war costs on the masses and to
depress their living standards to

a level lower than they reached
durmg the worst depression in
United States history.

THE CAUSE OF
INFLATION

The real cause of the present
inflation is recognized in the text
of the OPA’s General Maximum
Price Reguiations, which set price
ceilings on practically all com-
modities, although it would be
hard to discover that the admin-
istration understood what it was
from an examination of its T7-
point program.

Inflation has been caused by
the gap between the people’s de-
mand for the things they need,
consumers goods and services,
and the amount of these things
available. The reason for this is
that the government has curtail-
ed production of consumers goods
and services. In 1942, according
to the OPA, the people will have
86 billion dollars to spend for
these things, and there will be
only 69 billion worth to buy. As
the war continues, the supply of
goods and services will be further
curtailed. The demand for these
things however will become in-
creased as household goods, etec.,
begin to wear out. Obviously, the
fixing of maximum prices on all
commodities is not going to solve
the problem, because it cannot in-
crease the supply nor diminish
the need and demand for these
things.

This is the chief factor in in-
flation, but it is not the only one.
Another important factor is the
arbitrary and extremely high
price rises induced by the mono-
poly corporations which are fill-
ing most of the war contracts for
the government. The OPA Reg-
ulations say: “Since the outbreak
of the war in September, 1939,
the prices of basic raw materials
have risen by 66 per cent.” De-
liberately planned shortages, to

production and contracting agen- : put profits into the pockets of the

| capitalist class, have been cov-

Curtailment of Consumers Goods, Cause of
Inflation, Is Not Affected By New Ruling

By ANTHONY MASSINI

Early in January President Roosevelt set Leon Henderson
and his Office of Price Administration to work on some of the
main points in the 7-point war economy program which the
administration presented to Congress last week.

On February 26 Henderson, already aware of the purpose

and intended effects of that pro-@

‘anti-inflation

ered up by the corporations’
dollar-a-year meén in Washington.
In the same way, the so-called
program jgnores
the practices and activities of the
monopoiies which have so basic-
ally affected the prices of most
commodities for both war and c1-
vilian use.

THE BLACK MARKET
Because the administration’s
program does not do anything
about the basic problem of sup-
ply of necessary goods, but on
the contrary intends to aggrav-

ate conditions by more curtail-
ments, the cost of commodities
is bound to rise, Price-fixing may
result in maintaining prices at
their high March, 1942 level on
the “legal market,” but it will
not prevent the rise of an illegal
“Black Market,” to which scarce
commodities will be diverted and
where they will be sold at trem-
endously high prices.

This has been the case in Eng-
land where price-fixing similar
to that of the OPA was under-
taken early in the war., When
the demand grew for such basic
commodities as food and cloth-
ing, dealers withheld them from
their regular sales sources and
sold them on the Biack Market at
highly inflated prices. Workers
hate to go to the Black Market,
but when the need for things is
great enough, they must. Govern-
ment officials have “deplored”
the practice, but it is so wide-
spread and makes so much profits
for the capitalist friends of the
government officials, that nothing
is done about it.

Naturally, the rich who have
plenty of money to spare can pa-
tronize the Black Market and get
everything they want. The work-
ers, whose wages are frozen on
the basis that prices have been
frozen, must go to it too, but
only at the cost of greatly re-
duced living standards. Nor is

(Continued on page 2)

House Committee
Votes to Go Easy
On Proj_ij_s_ Taxes

Brings Out Tax Plan
Ignoring ‘Equal
Sacrifice’ by Bosses

That portion of President
Roosevelt’s “equal sacrifice” 7-
point program dealing with war
profits and big personal in-
comes is melting away like
snow under the hot Congres-
sional sun. The idea that the

bosses should be called upon to
“sacrifice” is getting nowhere
fast in Congress, and is raising
anguished howls from the em-
ployers themselves.

The House Ways and Means
Committee gave a prompt and
unambiguous answer to Roose-
veit's suggestion that a tax pro-
gram be passed to keep corporate
profits at a “reasonably low lev-
el” and to limit personal incomes
to $25,000 a year after taxes,

Last week the committes ap-
proved a tax program calling for
a mammum tax of 94 per cent
en “excess profits,” “excess prof-
its” being roughly those above
the highest annual average of
“normal profits” during 1936-
1939. On the surface, this-would
seem better than the Treasury’s
proposed plan, which sets a 75
per cent maximum,

However, here is the joker in
the committee’s plan. It proposes
a ‘“‘normal” profits tax and sur-
tax, from which the bulk of prof-
its taxes are derived, which. is
15 per cent lower than that pro-
posed by the Treasury. The Com-
mittee’s plan calis for a 40 per
cent maximum in “normal” prof-
its taxes instead of the Treas-
ury’s proposed 55 per cent.

Thus, the House Ways and
Means Committee tax program
will actually net $700,000,000

LLESS than even the mild
Treasury Department profits
tax program,

But the committee does not in-
tend to let the war program suf-
fer through this. It is now work-
ing on a pian to raisc over $5,-
000,000,000 from the masses thru
a steep general sales tax. Con-
gress is all for sacrifice — by
the workers.

Kelly Postal
Sentenced Up

To Five

Years

By JACK RANGER

MINNEAPOLIS, May 1
— Kelly Postal, secretary-
treasurer of Local 544-
CIO, was sentenced today
to serve up to five years
in Stillwater penitentiary
for the alleged ““embezzle-
ment” of $5,000 from
AFL Teamsters President Tobin.
The $5,000 was part of the union

treasury which the Local 544
membership instructed Postal to
turn over to a Union Defense
Committee in order to keep the
union’s property out of Dictator
Tobin’s hands when it voted to
disaffiliate from the AFL and
join the CIO last June.

Judge Selover refused to con-
sider probation for Postal or to

refer the case to the probation
office for investigation.

Execution of sentence was
stayed until May 15 to permit
appeal to the Minnesota Supreme
Court, and Postal was released
on continuing bond.

A similar charge of “embezale-
ment” against Postal, involving
$1,000, was dismissed by District
Court Judge Levi Hall last Jan-
uary after presentation of state_!
testimony in a trial. Judge Hall |
ruied the state had not establish-
ed criminal intent in the case.

Two additional grand larceny
charges are pending against Post-
al and Miles Dunne, 544 presi-
dent, and Moe Hork, 544 organ-
izer.

Resentment at Postal’s convie-
tion on Tobin’s framed charges|
is intense among Minneapolis |
drivers. Many have sent in con-
tributions to Local 544-CIO to fi- |
nance an appeal to the state Su- |
preme Court. |

S— i)
See editorial on “Democracy”

on Page 4 of this issue.
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RAM SHOWS “WAGE
NS WAGE FREEZING

Speaks Against Pay Raises
Provided In Union Contract

FDR Wires Wage Conference That Increases
Are ‘Irreconcilable With National Policy’

By ART PREIS

*

President Roosevelt, through his direct interven-

tion last Saturday in the

War Production Board’s

shipyard wage negotiations conference, has made it

clear that his wage ““stabilization”

plan, a major pro-

vision of his 7-point program, is aimed at establish-
ing general wage freezing.

In a strongly worded telegram to the Chicago conference
of government officials, shipyard owners and union leaders,
Roosevelt issued a virtual ultimatum against the granting of

any general wage increases for
workers.

the nation’s 800,000 shipyard

Such increases are automatically provided for in the

present industry-wide zone stabilization agreements signed last
year by the AFL and CIO at the insistence of the government

itself. @
Rooseveit’s telegram stated | telegram is expected to result in
bluntly: a substantial reduction in the

“The situation that now con-
fronts you is that the full per-
centage wage increase for
which your contracts call, and
to which, by the letter of the
law, you are entitled, is irre-
concilable with the mnational
policy to control the cost of
living.”

The contractual provision to
which Roosevelt's telegram refers,

is a specific clause in the indus-
try-wide agreement, drawn up
originally by the government,

which unambiguously calls for an
automatic upward readjustment
of wages to bring them in line‘
with price rises.

This clause was conceded to
the unions in return for agree-
ing to a no-strike policy and
accepting a general wage scale
lower than the then highest
prevailing union rates in many
dareas.

Roosevelt’s demonstrative man-
date to the shipyard workers' un-
fons is an open violation of his
assurances, made in bhis Congres-
sional message of April 27, that
“existing contracts between em-
ployers and employes must, in
all fairness, he carried out to the
expiration dates of those con-
tracts.”

EFFECT ON
CONTRACTS

Here is a dangerous precedent,
going far beyond the question of
wage freezing, which may pave
the way for the abrogation of all|
existing wunion contracts under
the pretext of “war-time neces-
sity.” If the provisions of a con-
tract involving 800,000 shipyard
workers can be arbitrarily tossed

OTHER

into the ash-can, what is to guar-
antee thay dny and all union comn-
tracts cannot be dealt with in the
same fashion and under the same
pretext? Roosevelt's order to the
shipyard workers, if accepted,
will undoubtedly be the cue for
wholesale attempts at contract
violations by the employers.

The capitalist class has al-
ways demanded that the work-
ers respect the “sanctity” of
contracts. The bosses insist
that the workers live up to the
last comma and period of a
contract that is to the employ-
er’s interests. But, as Roose-
velt’s telegram shows, they do
not hesitate to violate the “sanc
tity” of any contract provision
which is in the workers’ in-
terest.

Rooseveit's shipyard wage order
algo fixes the seal of approval on
the actual wage cuts sustained by
the workers during the past pe-
riod of price rises. Past price
rigses have meant a 13 per cent
slice in wages for the Pacifie coast
shipyard workers, and a 16 per
cent cut for those in the Gulf
zone.  Under the provisions of
the contracts, these workers are
now entitled to upward wage ad-
justments to offset a respective 13
and 16 per cent rise in the cost
of living since the original sign-
ing of the contracts. Roosevelt’s |

amount of increases which the
shipyard workers might other-
wise have cbtained, if it does not
result in eliminating all increas-
es.

SETS A PRECEDENT

The primary and most immedi- .

ate purpose behind lwoaevelt‘s“'--*"*."'_

shipyard wage order is to set a
precedent for the position which
the War Labor Board will take
toward the current demands of
the steel, auto and other unions
for general wage increases.
Last week, William Davis,
(Continued on page 2)

Supreme Gourt
Refuses to Act
On Waller Case

MAY 5.—The United States

Supreme Court yesterday refus- -

ed jurisdiction in the case of
Odell Waller, Negro sharecrop-
per sentenced to die on May
19 for the self-defense Kkilling
‘of his white farmer landlord, Os-
car Davis, in a dispute over crop
shares which were due him.
Waller's lawyer, John F. Fin-
erty, immediately petitioned the
Supreme Court for a re-hearing.
Meanwhile, Governor Darden of
Virginia has been asked to grant
a 30-day stay of execution, so

[that the Court may act on the-

petition. The sharecropper’s life
will probably depend on the
Court’s action.

ISSUES IN THE CASE

Also involved in the case is the
whole question of the poll tax
and the denial of voting and jury-
serving rights for Negro and
white workers in many Southern
states, The Workers Defense
League appealed the case to the
Supreme Court on the ground
that Waller was tried by a jury
from which non-payers of the
poll tax were systematically
barred, and which therefore was
not a jury of his peers and could
not be impartial. .

The League presented -affida-
vits showing that over 80 per
cent of the population of Pitts-
syivania County, Virginia, where
the trial was held, were unable
to pay the poll taxes and were
thereby barred from grand and
petit jury lists in the county.

tantamount to sanection of the
poil tax as well as of the exe-
cution of a victim of Jim Crow
oppression,

The case has attracted wide
support from CIO0 and AFL
unions throughout the country
who understand the issues involv-
ed. The Brotherhood of Sleep-
ing Car Porters and the Nation-
al Association for the Advance-
ment of Calored People have giv-
en particularly active cooper at.lon

in the defense of Waller.

Supreme Court failure to pass @ .
judgment on the case will be @
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'SWP Holds Meetings
To Celebrate May Day

“'\J\J\. ™
~Chicago

CHICAGO, May 3. — Al-
bert Goldman, attorney for the
18 defendants recently convict-

" ed in the Minneapolis “sedi-
tion” trial, called for interna-
tional working class solidarity
in the struggle to abolish war
and fascism. He was the main
speaker at the Chicago Social:
ist Party May Day rally.

It was in this samé city b6
years ago that the Haymarket
Martyrs gave up their iives dur-

. ing the first days of the fight

for the 8 hour day. During the

intervening years many more
workers have made heroi¢ sacri-
fieés for additional gains and &

- pefter standard of living. _

While thé Coémmunist Party

SRl jeadérs in. their mieeting héré two

) days ago urged the workers to

" L . yelinquish many of these gains,

the SWP commemorated May
| Day in keeping with the tradi-

A " tion of the day — international

ik solidarity and continuance of the

- struggle for improved conditions.

; Speaking of the war, Goldman

said, “Fascism is the greatest
enemy of the workers. We are
with them one thousand per cent
in their desire to destroy fas-
cism, We say to the workers:
‘Establish a Workers’ and Farm-
ers’ Government . here that can
appeal to the German and Ital-
jan workers to overthrow Hitler
and Mussolini by assuring them
that there will not be another

Versailles Treaty.

“Standard 0il, General Elec-
tric, Alcoa, duPont and the others
are not interested in fighting fas-

ceism. The Truman Committee
investigation has shown that. Yet
these corporations run the major
war industries. We say: ‘Ex-
propriate the war industries and
operate them under workers’ con-
trol..

“We must convince the major-
ity of the workers that their
fundamental problems can be
solved only by socialism. Until
then,” he said, “we submit to the
majority and continue to show
the peopie that to destroy fas-
cism they must establish social-
ism."”

Milwaukee

MILWAUKEE, Wis,, May 2.
—Albert Goldman was the speak-
er at a small but spirited May
Day rally held here tonight un-
der the auspices of the local
branch of the Socialist Workers
Party.

Goldman analyzed the prob-
lems facing the masses of people
in this country today. He showed
how the development of the war
was placing ever greater burdens
on the workers, the Negro and
the Jewish people, the small busi-
ness men. Socialism, he declared
was the only solution for these
probiems sharpened by the war
and the degeneration of the cap-
italist system.

- -
Philadelphia
PHILADELPHIA, Pa.
The Socialist Workers Party
May Day rally held here on
Friday night was a very small
affair, but it was devoted to
the observance of the militant
anti-capitalist tradition of this
workers’ holiday, and to a re-
affirmation of internationalism as
the only road for the workers.

Members of the party also dis-
tributed SWP leaflets at a Stalin-
ist “Defeat Hitler — Open A Seec-
ond Front" rally held the game
evening, and were able to hold
their ground until all their leaf-
lets were given out, despite the
attacks of a CP “goon squad.”

Most of the workers who came
took the leaflets, and several were
heard saying to each other that
they had better read the leaflet
outside or some party funection-
ary would seize it. One CP mem-
ber, after observing the actions
of the “goon squad” and the CP
functionaries, openly came over to
one of the distributors and apo-
logized for their terroristic
tactics.

Reading

READING, Pa., May 4. —
A well-attended gathering of
steel, railroad, machinist, hos-
iery and other trade union
workers and their families par-
 ticipated in a May Day rally
_ and outing here yesterday under
_the auspices of the local branch
of the Socialist Workers Party.
Members and sympathizers of the
SWP from Allentown and Quaker-
town came many miles to join in
celebrating the holiday of work-
ing-class internationalism.

Art Prels gave the main talk
of the rally., He described the

significance of May Day as the
traditional day of International
working-class struggle against the
ruling c¢lasses and analyzed the
development of the great interna-
tional eéevents of the past year
and their meaning for the Amer-
ican workers,

The talk was received enthusi-
agtieally and was followed by a
lively discussion on all the major
igssues confronting the workeérs of
America and thée world. This was
one of the most suteessful affairs
ever sponsored by the local SWP.

Minneapolis

MINNEAPOLIS, May 1. —
Following refisal 6f University
of Minnesota authorities to per-
it hif to accépt the mnvita-
tien of the student forum com-
mittee 1o address a student
gathering, Albert Goldman was
guest speakér at an enthusiastie
May Day ga.thering in the head-
guarters of the Minneapolis
branch of the Soclalist Workers
Party this evening.

Desgpite a driving rain, elghty
friends and sympathizers, includ-
ing a group of University stu-
dents, aftended the meeting, and
a collection of $35 was taken.

Goldman, recently convicted
with 17 others in the Minneapolis
“gadition” trial, described some of
the great international May Days
of the past, when the Communist
International was led by Lenin
and Trotsky, and contrasted their
internationalism with the nation-
alism of Stalin's May Day mes-
sage this year. He analyzed the
actions of American capitalists in
holding up the conversion of their
industries to war production, and
their patent pools with Nazi busi-
nessmen, to show that Big Busi-
ness is not opposed to fascism and
that the workers must take into
their own hands the contirol of
the fight against fasclsm and its
breeding ground, the decaying
eapitalist system. Only socialism
can defeat fascism, he said.

Comrade Goldman received an
ovation when he concluded with
an elogquent statemeént of his con-
vietion that the workers of the
world woild yet come to emhrace
Marxism and would build the
world gocialist society. The meet-
ing closed with singing of The
Internationale.

Grace Carlson was chalrman.
The meeting was sponsored by
the St. Paul and Minneapolis
branches of the Socialist Workers
Party.

Boston

BOSTON — The importance
of preserving the original mean-
ing and traditions of May Day
was stréssed at the May Day
meeting and social held by the
Boston branch of the Socialist
Workers Party.

Comrade A. Konikow, speaker
of the evening and one of the
founding members of the Trot-
skyist movement in the United
States, reviewed the 52 May Days
she has observed in the 52 years
she has functioned in the revolu-
tionary movement. Shé conclud-
ed with the statement that condi-
tions in the workers’ movement
today convin¢e her that the éman-
cipation of the international
working class is not far off.

The meeting was closed with
the singing of The Internation-
ale, and wasg followed by a social
affair.

Newark

NEWARK—An audience com-
posed almost completely of work-
ers in the important industries
of Northern New Jersey listened
eager y to the instructive speech
of John G. Wright which featur-
ed the Socialist Workers Party
May Day rally in Newark.

Wright recounted the rise and
growth of the militant Ilabor
movement from the first May
Day to today, and traced the de-
velopment of the four interna-
tionals during that period. He
stated that the new war situa-
tion magnified and sharpen-
ed the problems facing the Amer-
ican working class, but pointed
out that the revo'utionary work-
ers were still obliged to seek an
international solution of these
problems. His .account of May
Day demonstrations in Europe
during the first world war, when
the situation seemed as bad as it
does today, was particularly in-
spiring to the audience.

After the meeting, working
c’ass songs were played and sung
by the workers, refreshments
were served, the seats were clear-
ed away and there was dancing.

Join the Socialist

Workers Party

New York

NEW YORK — More than
200 members and sympathizers
of the Socialist Workers Party
met in Werdermann's Hall here

on Friday, May 1, to eelebrate
the first May Day sifice the
formal entry of the TUnited
States into the second world war.

While the Stainists aid official
jabor leaders turned their backs
tipon this traditional celebration
of working class struggle against
the bosses, the Trotskyists called
upon the workers to hold aloft
the banner of international golid-
arity. The tsual New York May
Day parade; which in past years
involved tens of thonsdnds
workers leaving theéir jobs 16
demonstiats for their démands,
whs ot held this yéar. Responsi-
bility for this belongs to the Sta-
linists who controi the so-called
United May Day Coinmittee which
called upon the workers to stay
at their jobs and contribute a
day’s pay to the USO.

At the Trotskyist meeting,
Lydia Beidel. traced the history
of Mdy Day from it§ inception
B6 years ago to thé present day,
showing how the workers had be-
gun Wwith the demand for the
eight hour day, and how year by
year other demands had been add-
ed until May Day came to be
known throughout the world as
the day on which workers down-
ed tools and came out into the
streets with their programs and
slogans,.

She also toid about the mag-
nificent May Day celebrations in

the Berlin May Day of 1917 which
hastened the end of World
War I.

William F. Warde, the princi-
pal speaker, dwelt upon the ef-
fect of United States entry into
the war on the problems of the
workers, and the vicious attack
under way against their unions
and living standards. Showing
how the working masses led by
12 million organized unionists
in this country together with
their families make up a major-
ity of the people, Warde pointed
out how they could stop the
march of reaction and move for-
ward to new gains.

Calling on the union movement
to stiffen its ranks and to adopt
a policy of no more retreats,

with the program of the Socia:-
ist Workers Party. He also dis-
cussed the necessity for workers
in this country to give aid to
the Soviet Union and China in
the war, and to support the strug-
gle of the Indian masses for in-
dependence.

The meeting ended with the un-
veiling of a bust of Leon Trotsky
and the singing of The Interna-
tionale as g salute to the memory
of the founder of the Fourth In-
ternational.

The hall was decorated with
banners cal'ing for the defense
of the Soviet Union, the preserva-
tion of civil liberties and labor’s
rights, the formation of an inde-
pendent labor party, the abolition
of all forms of Jim Crowism, and
the creation of a Workers’ and
Farmers’ Government and a So-
cialist United States of the
Wor.d.

The enthisiastic audience sang
revolutionary songs, and contrib-
uted almost $100 to a ¢ollection
to carry on the work of the par-
ty. George Grant, Local New
York party organizer, acted as
chairman.

Seattle

SEATTLE, Wash,, May 3—
The Seattle branch of the So-
cialist ‘Workers Party celebra-
ted May Day with a picnic in
a park featuring a short talk
on the significance of this work-
ers’ holiday. .

The affair was attended by 18
people, which is both signmificant

‘and heartening because an SWP

affair held in the same place a
vear ago was attended by only
6 members and friends,
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Russia during the revolution, and

Warde presented the meeting’

FDR Shipyard Plan Shows ‘W age
Stabilizing’ Means Wage Freezing

Price lemg will
Not Stop Rise In
Cost of Living

(Continued from page 1)

there much that they ¢an do about
it; for if they complain, they are
piously teld that they know they
shou.dn’t buy on the Black Mar-
ket — the only place they can
zet many of the things they need.

In short, pricé fixing results in
the creation of a Black Market,
atid the Black MarKet is only an:
othier name for a place whére you
biiy things 4t the inflated prices
which are siipposéd to be abol:
ished by pricé fixing.

-And  Hendetgon's
that “a whole army of people
searching for violations will not
be an important part of the pic-
ture” will be construed by, many
dealers as - a semi-invitation to
start Black Market operations.

WHAT WAGE FREEZING
WILL MEAN

_Roosevelt's  T-point  program
does not -contemplate the freez-
ing of wages by legislation%‘un-
der présent circumstances,” but
that he expects wages to be froz-
en just the same is indicated by
his statemént that “You (who
work for wages) will have to
forego higher wages for your par-
ticular job for the duration of the
war.” )

The ‘“present circumstanncas’
which Roosevelt bas in mind are
the “no-strike” piedges given by
the union leaders and their de-
pendence on the War Labor Board
to grant them wage increases. As
long as the union leaders keep
their members in line and pre-
vent them from using their
most important bargaining weap-
on, the strike, Rooseve:t's crder
to the War Labor Board not to
grant wage inc¢reases will be just
as effective as legislation to
freeze wages. Roosevelt will not
think it necessary to use legis-
lation untii the unions begin to
strike to achieve the demands de-
‘nied them by the employers and
the War Labor Board.

But whatever way wages are
frozen, by Roosevelt's order or
by legislation, the effect on the
‘workers’ living standards will be
the same once the Black Market
appears and the efféct of price
fixing is nullified,

On top of this, it must be re-
membered that real wages have
already been slashed by price
rises. This is true of the working
class as a whole since Pearl Har-
bor, and particularly of the un-
organized workers, white collar
employees and all others without
any real bargainihg power ever
since 1939,

The OPA’s regulations give a
real picture of the extent to
which inflation has already taken
place: “The price rises which
have oceurred since September,
1939, will increase by 35 hillions
of dollars the money cost of the
war program now authorized.”
Since the total war appropriations
are 158 billions, this means an in-
flationary rise of 22 per cent has
already taken place.

And notice too — this is very

150 HEAR
DUNNE IN
LOSANGELES

LOS ANGELES, Cal., May
4 (By wire) — Maore than 150
people attended yesterday’s Ci-
vil Rights Defénse Committee
meeting in this city to hear V.
R. Dunne, northwest labor
leader, tell the story and ex-
plain the significance of the recent
Minneapolis “sedition” trial in
which he and 17 other CIO and
Trotskyist members were convict-
ed for violating the Smith “Gag
Act.”

In addition to Dunne's speech,
there were shorter addresses by
two members of the California
state legislature, Assemblymen
Paul Richie of San Diego and
John Pelletier of Los Angeles,
who spoke of the importance of
maintaining eivil liberties at the
present time.

Chairman of the meeting was
Dr. C. J. Taft, director- of the
Southern California branch of the
American Civil Liberties Union.

The audience, composed of
trade unionists and other sym-
pathizers of the Civil Rights De-
fense Committee, responded by
contributing over 350 to the work
of the CRDC.

Another affair at which Dunne
will speak is belng planned for
the near future. Details will
soon be announced.

‘statement |,

k

|mportant — the government is
going to pay the corporations
that increase of 35 billion dol-
Iars! The corporations are going
to get an increase in keéping with
the inflationary rise — but the
workers who have suffered wage
cuts and cauts in their living
standards because of price rises,
are not going to gét any such
incretise] And Roosevelt has the
nerve to talk about equality of
sacrifice!

THE LABOR MOVEMENT
NEEDS ITS OWN PROGRAM

It is clear that the labor move-
ment needs its own program to
protect its own intérésts in this
situation.

In the fitst place, it must not
surrender its demand for wage
in¢tresisés t6 meet the past rises
in the cost of living. If the giant
corporations can be compensated
for price rises to the tune of 36
billions dollars, then the workers
are entitled to compensation for
the loss of the real wages that
they have sustained!

Secondly, the workers must de-
mand the rising scale of wages
to meet future price rises, If
the government really believes
that it has stabilized the cost of
living, then it can have no valid
objections to this demand. If the
government opposes this demand,
then it shows that it has no faith
in its ability to achieve stabii-
ization of the cost of living, and
admits that its justification for
War Labor Board wage freezing
(stabilization of the cost of liv-
ing) is a fraud. If this is the
case, then it is all the more a
reason for raising the demand
for a rising scale of wages!

Thirdly, the labor movement
must demand that price fixing
and rationing of scarce commodi-
ties must be carried out under
the control of comsumers’ com-
mittees, made up of delegates
from trade unions, farmers’ or-
ganizations, cooperatives, house-
wives, small businessmen, ete.
Roosevelt says rationing is the
“democratic, equitable solution.”
Whether or not this is so will
depend on who is in control of it.
If it is in the hands of tools of
the big commercial interests and
the Black Market speculators, it
will not be either democratic or
equitable or a solution. Only con-
trol of prices and rationing by
consumers’ committees, responsi-
ble to the organizations of the
masses, will guarantee that the
rich will not have an advantage
over the poor!

And lastly, the labor movement
must demand that control of pro-
duction be taken out of the hands

of the individual monopo:ists and
their dollar-a-year agents in
Washington, who are concerned
primarily with making profits for
the Sixty Families. There is still
plenty of labor power, there are
sti'l plenty of productive facili-
ties which could be used to pro-
duce necessary consumers goods,
which are blocked by theé desire
of the corporations to preserve
their monopoly privileges after
the war. The masses, the major-
ity of the people, should have the
right to determine the amount
of consumers goods to be pro-
duced and the right to erack down
on the profit-seeking capitalists
who prevent production of neces-
sary goods. The labor movement
must demand that the govern-
ment take over the basic indus-
tries under the "control of the
workers themse!ves. In this way
alone will the workers be assured
of maximum production of con-
sumers goods, a necessary part
of the struggle against inflation!

®

FDR Is Rgainst
Raises Provided
In Union Contract

(Continued from pagé 1)

chalrfiian of thie WLB, stated that
the WLB's position on wage in-
creases i§ ‘ot as flexiblé as
it wag.” He added that general
increases In “standard” Wéges
were ruled out, defining standard
wages as those now fixed by un-
jon contracts. This could 6nly
be taken a8 a réference to the
wages of the steel, anto and other
unfon workers.

Writing on the President's
shipyard wagé order in thé New
York Times, May b5, the author-
itative Washington commentator,
Arthur Krock, indicates that
Roosevelt's shipyard wage direct-
ive is intended as 4 general wage-
freezing precedent. Krock states:

“If the government. . . weére
to sanction the incréases indi-
cated in the (shipyard) con-
tracts, it would be difficult if
not impossible to restrain a
spiral of wage raises all along
the industry line, particularly
the $§1 a day increase now be-
ing sought by the Steel Work-
ers Organizing Committee.”

UNION LEADERS WORRIED

Aside from the Stalinists and
the Amalgamated Clothing Work-
ers_ leaders under the influence
of Sidney Hillman, who have
given the expected quick endorse-
ment of Roosevelt's wage scheme,
the trade union leaders generally
have as vet withheld definite com-
ment one way or another,

But it is no secret that many
of them, including CIO President
Philip Murray, are greatly dis-
turbed by Roosevelt’s proposal.
They realize that wage freezing
may have disastrous consequences
for union organization. Furtlier
extension of union organization
may become extremely diffieult if
not impossible, since few unor-
ganized workers are likely to
join unions and pay dues when
they feel they have little pros-
pect of getting improvements,
particularly of wages.

In addition, newly recruited un-
fon members whose union con-
scionsness is not yet fully devel-
oped, and the more backward
layers of union workers gener-
ally, may tend to drop out of un-
ions which no longer offér them
the hope of better living condi-
tions.

These consgiderations must
weigh heavily with many AFL
and CIO leaders. Their silence
has been generally interpreted to
mean a deep disquiet ahout thé
real implications of the Roosevelt
wage scheme,

It also reflects the terrific
pressure which the union ranks
are bringing to bear on the
union leaders. The steel, auto
and other industrial workers
have ne intention of giving up
witheut a murmur the justified
wage increases they have de-
manded. And they aré bitter-
Iy cpposed to any form of wage
freezing.

SWOC CONFERENCE

At the May 3 conference of 400
SWOC delegates called to Pites-
burgh almost immediately after
Roosevelt announced his 7-pont
program, Murray took special
pains to put to rest rumors thar
he was ready to break with the
administration over the “wagr
stabilization” issue. He declared:

“I hasten to say that the Presi-

‘of which

dent and I are not at odds, I am
one of those persons who might
even disagree with a President or
the United States, but the fach

that 1 have disagreed about pol-|

icy does not mean that such dis-
agreement has brought about a
parting of the ways. 1 would lose
my shirt today to heélp the Presi-
dent win the war."

At thé same thie, Murray
was constrained  t6 add that
“the positién of Hbor ift AfWér-
ica is one of unalterable oppo-
sition to wage-freezing” and
that the CIO was “bound to
have misuniderstandings and
disagreemeénts about ¢értain
policies with respect to the
prosécution of the war.”

This assurance to the steet
worlkets that he eould still mdafh-
tain specific “differénices” with
the administration, although sup-
porting its general policies, was
offered as a concession to the
sentiments of the delégates, who
expresséd by unanimous résolu-
tion their continued détermina-
tion t6 press their demand fm
a genéral dollar-a-day pay in-
erease,

THEIR DILEMMA

Coming just before the conven-
ing on May 19 of ‘the first consti-
tutional convention of the SWOC.
Murray is chairman,
Roosevelt's wage proposal must be
especially disturbing to Murray.
The steel workers are expecting
a wage raise. The administratioh
is preparing ta reject the demanc
or offer a very poor compromise.
Murray canfiot go along with the
administration scheme withott se-
riously unde_rmining' his prestige
among the steel workers. Yet he
cannot fight the administration
on this issué and hope at the
same time to retain its “good
will” or escape a slashing govern-
mental attack. Y

Murray, and the other national
union leaders of similar views,
are now thoroughly entangled in
the contradictions of their posi-
tion. To continue théir policles
of appeasing thé employers and
government, means to aceept con-
ditions which may undermine
their union base. To fight the em-
ployers and government, meang
to abandon the whole fiction of
“pational unity” which the union
leaders -thémselves '“‘Hg¥e™ ‘been
most anxious to fostér. N

How will the union leaders seek
to resolvé their insoluble dilem-
ma? They have always followed
a policy of avoiding militant
struggle against the bosses, even
in peace-time and wHen circum-
stances were most favorable for
such struggles. Their whole phil-
osophy' is one of collaboration
with the employéirs and govern-
ment. They surrendered the right
to strike, double-time pay, union
opposition to speedup, without
even the pretense of a struggle.
They are now more anxious than
ever to keep in the good graces
of the government. Thus, all
they are doing is floundeéring
about, hoping against hope that
Roosevelt will give them some
sort of “out” which they can
present to the workers,

A POSSIBLE MOVE :

A possible “out” has been put
forward by WLB chairman Davis.
In his newsdpapew interviéw on
April 29, Davis stated that the
WLB might agree to some “un
ton security” dondesgiohs in view
of the fact that general wage
freezing is to become thée rule.

“We're going to havé to eall
on the leaders of labor to put
this (‘wage stabilization’)
over,” stated Davis. “That be-
ing so, that is another reason
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for upholding the hands of lead-
ers of organized labor.”

In effect, Davis and the ad-
ministration are progosing fto
pay the union leaders for put-
ting over wage freezing by
providing them with some form
of limited ufiton sectivity guar-
antee which will help them to
still cofléct dues from their
present ithiofi members.

But the form of union securlty
which thé admiinistiation has in
mind wotld not give the unions
security against the bosses. It is
fieither the tinion nor ¢losed shop.
Recent WLEB rulings, particularty
in the Federal Shipbuilding case,
frididate tifit it will be some form
of “Mmainténatice of membership.”

But thi§ has obvious weak-
fiésses even frém the union lead-
erd’ stardpoint, Only workers
who are members of a union at
the time of the signing of a con-
traet are required to continue
in good standing. They may quit
the union when the contract ex- .
pires. Membership in the union is
not a condition of employment.
No worker need join the uniof.
The company would not have to
discontinue efforts to discourage
union l‘nel‘nbelship or disrupt the

union.

NO MORE RETREATS!

The workers have been led
into a dangerous trap by the
policies of the union leaders.
The union ranks have so far
been dragged into one retreat
after another on the assurances
of the union leaders that these
retreats would retain the
friendship and support of
Roosevelt who could be counted
on t6 protect labor’s basic in-
terests. Now the workers find
their rights and conditions
more seriously jeopardized than
ever with the initiative for
this latest attack coming from
Roosevelt himself.

The only way they can preserve
thése rights and conditions is by
refusing to retreat another inch.
They will have to repudiate any
proposals for further surrender
and prepare for a militant strug-
gla to break out of the trap into
which the union leaders have led .
them.

The union leaders certainly
don’t want to put up any real
hattle against the administra-
tion’s program. But the union
‘ranks ¢éan force them to make
a firm stand or clear the way
for new leaders who are ready
and willing to lead the work-
ers in militant defense of their
union rights and standards.

Subscribe to the
‘Fourth International”

Negroes March On
Capital, Protest
Police Brutality

MAY 1 — Fighting mad be-
cause of a series of unpunished
police killings of Negroes in
Baltimore, 2,000 Negroes last
Friday organized a March on
Annapolis, state capital, to de-
mand that Governor Herbert
0’Connor take immediate steps
to end police brutality against
the Negro people.

O'Connor, visibly impressed by
the militancy and determination
of the people who came by ecar,
bus and train, made some vague
promises to investigate the sit-
unation. But whether he realized
it or not, it was plain that the
Negro people are not going to
accept much longer the kind of
treatment they have been getting
in Maryland.

Indignantly they recounted the
story of the last year in Balti-
more, during which 10 Negroes
were killed. Among these were
the cop-killings of a sick man in
University Hospital, of a 16 year
old boy and of a Negro soldier.
None of the police responsible for
these brutalities was ever
brought to trial or even dismissed
from the force.

Representatives of the march-
ers, aware of the connection be-
tween these killings and the eco-
nomic discrimination practised
against Negroes in Maryland,
aiso demanded that Governor
O'Connor act to see that Mary-
land employers abide by Roose-
velt’s order against racial diseri-
mination in industry.

The temper of the march was
indicated by the summation of
the director of the march, Mrs.
Juanita Jackson, who said that
the Negro people expected action
‘“not next year, nor next month,
but next week. This demonstra-
tion was born out of the desper-

ation of the people and we de-
mand immediate redress.”
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Negro Struggle
By Albert Parker

There is an interestinig trial going on down in
Texas at the present time. It is a case which
may settle the question of the “white primary”
(or “Democratic primary”), one of the devices
used to prevent the Negro people from voting
in the Democratic primary elections, which prac-
tically always decide who shall be elected. The
NAACP has shown that in Texas from 1859 to
1940, for example, the Democratic candidates
have always been elected except in two minor
cases; to exclude Negroes from voting in the
primaries under these conditions is pretty much
the same as excluding them from voting alto-
gether. State Democratic Party officials got up
on the stand last week and admitted that any
white man could join the Democratic Party and
vote in its primaries, but ho Negro could. The
case is now under advisemeént by the court. We
Trotskyists are very much interestéd in the out-
come of this case. That may seem strange to
some people who know that we are bitter énemies
of the Democratic Party and its policies and that
we urge the Negro people mnot fo support it.
But what is involved heré is theé right of the
Negtro people to vote for any candidate of their
choosing, just as white voters do. Even though
we oppose voting for the Demoeratic Party, we
fally support the RIGHT of the Negro people
to vete for. it.
P "

Several weeks ago, in discussing the Pepped
Senate bill to do away with poll tax require-
ments .for federal elections, we pointed oug
that we were in favor of passing the bill, but
we also pointed out that the passage of the
bill would not automatically give Negroes the
right to vote, because the enemies of the Ne-
gro people would try 1o use other legal tricks
and even force to keep them from voting. One
of our readers has written in to agree with
our viewpoint, and as evidence to remind us
that the same Senator Pepper of Florida, who
has now introduced this anti-poll tax bill,
spoke less than a year ago on the floor of the
Senate and said: “Whatever may be written
into the Constitution, whatever may be placed
on the statute books of this nation, however
many soldiers may be stationed about the bal-
lot boxes of the Southland, the colored race
will not vote.” Which just goes to emphasize
our point that the Negro people will not be
assured of genuine political equality until they
have won the struggle to destroy the whole
system of Jim Crowism.

* * *®

Westbrook Pegler’s vicious .attack on the Pitts-
burgh Courier and the Chicago Defender for “ex-
pleiting the war emergency” must be recognized
as part of a growing campaign for the :qqmirés-
sion and censoring of the Negro press because it
continues to expose attacks on the Negro people
and to demand an end to Jim Crow discrimina-
tion. As a May 2 Courier editorial points out:
in Washington there are “increasing queries as
to whether this o6r that Negro editor, publishe
or columnist is or is not in the pay of Axis
powers, and veiled threats of ‘cracking down’ on
Negro newspapers for recounting factual occur-
ences and preaching the gospel of democracy.”
Pegler’s column on the Negro press is in the
nature of a try-out, to work up antagonism to
the Negro press and win scissorbill and reaction-
ary support for a crack-down on it. As such,
Peglér must be fought and exposed not only
as the enemy of the labor movement that he is
but also as an enemy of the Negro people.

* * *

From England George Padmore reports
something that is highly symbolic of the pres-
ent Ethiopian situation. Wal-Wal is a village
in Ethiopia which Italian fascism claimed as
its territory in 1935, and which it uséd as a
pretext for beginning the war to occupy Ethio-
pia. Today, although the Italian armies have
been driven out of the country, Wal-Wal is
occupied again — by the British military for-
ces. The struggle for Ethiopian independence
is far from finished.

* L *

In the course of a recent debate in the Brit-
ish parliament, the following information was
revealed: The (British) High Commissioner of
the South African protectorate of Basutoland has
suppressed the native nationalist organization,
Lekhotla la Bafo, and its three leading members
have been arrested and sent to concentration
camps. One member of Parliament asked why
this had been done. The answer from an under-
secretary of state was that the organization had
been found agitating for the arming of the Ba-
suto people, and complaining that not even the
Basuto people who joined the British armed for-
ces in the country were armed like the white
soldiers. The under-secretary. of state did not
answer when the member of Parliament pointed
out that the (British) South African Minister for
Native Affairs had recently expressed the person-
al opinion that natives and other non-Europeans
‘ought to be armed, and that this alone was the
offense with which the leaders of the Lekhotla
la Bafo were charged. That’s British democracy
for you.

* = &

Last year the Stalinist-controlled Southern-
ern Negro Youth Congress was all for peace,
and denouncing war every way it could. The
1942 convention of the organization at Tuske-
gee last week not only came all-out for the
war, but it refused — in line with current
Communist Party policy — to enforce the
“Double V” campaign supported by many
Negro organizations and newspapers. The slo-
gan of “double victory for democracy — at

home and abroad” is too radical for the Stal<

inist; they’re concerned chiefly with the war
abroad, and are opposed to any “overemphas-
is” on the struggle against Jim Crow at home
because it might “interfere” with the war.

Last week's issu¢ of THE

drive. In particular, THE MILI-
TANT article cited the April 24
Daily Worker editorial; which
not only covered up the crimes
of the monopolies, but atfacked
thosé liberal and working-class
publicationd which are exposing
the trusts, as “naive ‘trustbust-
ers’ ” who are imitating the “dem-
agogy of Hitler.”

During the past months, while
the Daily Worker has maintain-
ed deliberate silence about the
trusts or openly defended them,
it has been concentrating a
furious barrage against the
workers, partictilarly the trade
unionists.

One theme screams like an air-
raid sfren through every page.
The workers must increase prod-
uction. Thé workers must sacri-
fice. The workers must give up
their rights. The contrast of this
flood of demands on the workers
with the Daily Worker's few
feeble whines about tle anti-la-

MILITANT contained an ana-

lysis of the Cormiunist Party’s “national unity” defense of the
monopoliés. [t déscribed how the Daily Worker for the past
two months has deliberately whifewashed the trusts, suppressed
from its readers the facts about the Nazi-U.S. monopoly pat-
ents pools, and upheld as “patriots” the big capitalists who are
flnancing the present anti-labor® )

“tories” in Congresds, only accen-
tuatés how completely the Com-
munist Party has bowed to the
big corporations in upholding

their ifiterests against organized
labor.

STRENGTHEN REACTION

The unending, hysterical de-
mands of the Daily Worker that
the workers must inerease prod-
uction by speeding themselves up
faster and faster serve to give
backing to the lying arguments
of the lmbor-baiters in Congress,
the Smiths and the Vinsons and
the Connallys, that it is the work-
ers who are impedihg production.

No one knows better than
the Stalinist leaders that the
workers are now being spéed-
ed up to the point of exhaus-
tion. Furthermore, and most
important of all, the Daily.
Worker editors are fully aware
that the workers as a class have
no voice in or contrel ever in-

Stalinists Attack Workers

Communist Party Defends Monopolies, Denounces Unions and Strikes

O]
no regpousibility for its opera-
tions.

Thé Communist Party leaders
at the same time know that it is
the monopoly capitalists, who run
and control industry and deter-
mine every phase of its opera-
tions, who 4re really impeding
production. They know that the
monopolies have deliberately cre-
ated shortages In all the vital
basic materlals and are directly
responsible for a eritical lag 1n
American production.

The Stalinists are also fully
aware that, war or no war, the
monépolies look upon the workers
as their main enemy. The hosses
will not compromise for an in-
stant their relentless war agalinst
the working class. The only kind
of “national unity” Big Business
dedires is the unity of the reaec-
tionary capitalist class over the
prostrate and shackled body of
labor.

WANT MONOPOLIES’
“NATIONAL UNITY”

Because they understand this,
the Stalinist leaders want the
workers to give up their rights
and conditions and accept the
kind of ‘“national unity” which
the reactionaries demand. The
capitalists will agree to “national |

dustry, and therefore can have

Realizing that the capitalists
will mnever budge from their
terms for 'national unity,” the

Communist Party heads are de-

manding that the working class

capitulate to the bossés’ terms.

One thing the Stalinist leaders

fear is labor's resistance to the

trusts, for they know tliat this
means the mobilization of the
unions for struggle and the ex-
plesion of the whole fiction of

“national unity.”

The Communist Party leaders,
who treat the workers of the capi-
talist countries as mere pawns
to be manipulated in the inter-
ests of the foreign policles of the
Kremlin bureaucracy, ecynically
brush aside the interests and
will of the American workers.
They abuse the progressive, class-
consclous desire of the workers
to defend the Soviet Union and
try to pervért this sentiment into
capitulation to the bosses for the
sake of the few crumbs of aid
which the American ecapitalist
government may send the Soviet
Union.

program, and subordinated the
wage freezing isswe. Thus, the
éffort is méade to minimize this
aspect of the program and get the
workers to focus their attention
on thiée othér phases.

For instance, the lead story of
the Daily Worker, April 28, re-
ported Roosevelt’'s Congressional
message and radio address with-
out a reference in its headlines to
the Wage issiie. The story itself
did not treat this, the most vital
point of the program, until its
very end — in oneé paragraph un-
critically qguoting Roosevelt.

Then, the Daily Worker under-
talkkes the task of selling the
scheme to the workers by assur-
‘ing them that it doesn't mean
wage-freezing, that it is a “flex-
ible” plan, and that it will per-
mit “necessary adjustments.”

“A MINOR DETAIL”

Along this line, the Daily Work-
er, May 3, approvingly duotes the
statement - of Willlam Davis,
chairman of the War Labor
Board, as proof of its contentions
that the WLB will permit “neces-

STALINIST gary adjustments" of wages. It
STRIKEBREAKING reports:

Following this policy, the “Davis- told newspapermen
Stalinist leaders find no crime | that the Board, while ruling out
too low' to perpetrate against general wage inmcreases for

bor drive of thé “appeagers” and

unity” only on their own terms.

Statement of a Former Member
Of the YCL In Los Angeles Who
Joined the Trotskyist Movement
By ALBERT LAPEL

My membership in the Young Communist
League dates from the trying days of March,
1940. The capitalist press was pouring out an
avalanche of anti-Soviet propaganda. The parlor
pinks were deserting the Communist Party like
rats from a sinking ship. The “not our war”
program of the CP and YCL led me to become
part of this movement which seemed to offer
the working class the only way out of the im-
periaiist war.

"But I began to realize that the position of the
CP was not the same as the Leninist position
on war. Nowhere did the party or the Commun-
ist International speak of transforming the im-
perialist war into a war of liberation for the
working class throughout the world. On the con-
trary, we sang the praises of Wheeler and other
isolationists.

The Kind of “Education”
They Gave Us

Then came a concentrated drive on the part

of the leadership to inculecate my YCL squad with

hatred for the Trotskyists. I thought to myseif,

if Trotskyism is a thing to be conquered then

we must become aequainted with it first hand.

I suggested in a meeting that we should obtain

and study Trotskyist literature on the thesis

that “he who knows his enemy understands how

to defeat him.” My proposal was over-ruled and
looked upon with great suspieion, but later it was

dismissed as “youthful political inexperience.”

In order to further impress me with my political

heresy, party rules were read to me forbidding
association with Trotskyists or even reading their
literature,

In August, 1940 Trotsky was murdered. How
sad it is to record that the leaders of the YCL
attempted to create an atmosphere of jubilation
and rejoicing and even admiration for the slayer
Jacson. The attitude of my comrades perplexed
me greatly. They did not know who Trotsky was.
They knew nothing of his significance to the
October Revolution of 1917. They had never read
a single word of his writings on the probiems
of the working class revolution, All they knew
was what YCL and CP functionaries were toid to
say in mimeographed ecirculars,

Not long after the assassination the party held
a mass meeting in the Olympic Auditorium. In
front of the meeting place I saw people handing
out literature; thinking it was party material,
I took one and proceeded to look at it. On the
front page of the newspaper I saw a large pic-
ture of a Soviet soldier in winter costume. I
had just time to glance at it when a YCLer seiz-
ed the paper and shouted: “Don’t you know bet-
ter than to accept Trotskyist literature?” The
word Trotskyist came as a complete surprise.
My immediate anger at having a paper rudely
torn out of my hand gave way to a sense of
utter amazement: Trotskyists, here of ail places!
Who are these people? What do they hope to
accomplish? Then I noticed the literature being
torn out of the hands of many people and the
sidewalk being made white with their papers. A
dsep sense of shame and humiliation swept over
me at the action of my comrades. I must take
a closer look at these people. I stood off and
observed young men and women handing out their
Hterature despite many threats and pushings.
I looked closer. These people in many respects
resembled my own comrades in their dress and
appearance, They were working class people. For
many days after this experience I thought of
what had happened, the attitude of my comrades,
and the courage of the Trotskyists.

The CP Line After June 22
June 22, 1941 came like an earthquake. The
Soviet Union attacked by German imperialism!

Why I Left The Ranks Of The
Young Communist League

-States into the war.

‘I found a copy of Germany: What Next? by

the working c¢lass, the only ge-
nuine and reliable ally of the
Soviet workers and peasants,
Thus they have become the out-
standing strikebreakers in the

In the early part of August a ecity-wide YCL
meeting of squad leaders was heid to hear the
new party line. I represented my squad. The
agenda of the meeting consisted of a speech by
Celeste Strack and a general question period.
Her speech jarred us with such phrases as “we
must give up all left slogans,” “all aid to Eng-
land,” “we must support the President in the
National Defense Program” and “it would be a
happy event if the U, S. should be drawn into

was finished the room was buzzing with heated
discussion and comment. The minute the ques-
tion period started several YCLers demanded to
know if we supported the entry of the United
The answer came “There
is a new situation, the war is no longer an im-
perialist war but a war for demoecracy.”

Could we really help preserve the Soviet Union
and defeat Hitler by turning ourselves into jin-
goists? For a while I wavered, My desire to do
everything I could to defend the land of the
October Revolution caused me to remain in the
YCL.

I went back and reread the classics of Marx
and Lenin, particularly the writings of Lenin
during the last war. My own reactions against
thé party line were deepened and confirmed. I
was sure that Lenin would be the first to de-
nounce the logical trickery by which Celeste
Strack and others put over the new line.

I Learned What Trotskyism Is

I became outspoken in my disagreement and
was removed from the leadership of my squad.
I was reprimanded for “Trotskyist leanings.”
This thing Trotskyism preyed on my mind and
I detérmined to find out more about it. In the
library I found the History of the Russian Revo-
lution by Trotsky.

The impression this work made upon me I
cannot describe. After the half-baked phrase-
mongering which passed for theory among the
so-called big-shots in 'the CP and the YCL here
at last was briilliant Marxist clarity. I eagerly
read the three volumes of the History. After this

Trotsky and for the first time I realized why the
German revolution was defeated and Hitler came
to power. The same Hitler who was now attack-
ing the Soviet Union. Trotsky showed how the
policy of the Communist Party of Germany (the
theory of Social-fascism), by making impossible
a united front against the fasecists, piayed right
into the hands of the treacherous social-demo-
cratic leaders and paved the way for Hitler.

I got hold of the current Trotskyist literature.
Here was a revolutionary program which remain-
ed true to the teachings of Marx, Engels and
Lenin. Contrary to the stories I had been told,
THE MILITANT and the Trotskyist theoretical
magazine, Fourth' International, were firmly in
favor of the unconditional defense of the Soviet
Union against imperialist attack, Only they do
not believe that such a defense is possible by
abandoning the revolutionary struggle of the
workers in the capitalist countries, They say that
the only genuine aily of the Soviet Union is the
world proletariat, and that the only true defense
of the Soviet Union lies in the direction of the
extension of the Great October Revolution
throughout the world.

I believe they are right!

Comrades of the Young Communist League:
it is your revolutionary duty to educate your-
seives in the writings of the founders of the
Marxist movement. There you will find the great
theory of scientific socialism. You will find that
this theory is alien to everything you are toid
by the leaders of the CP and the YCL. Don't
believe what someone else tells you, investigate
for yourself. Read the literature of Trotskyism
first hand. If you do this I am convinced that
you will come to the same conclusion I did. It
is necessary to break with Stalinism and take
your place under the banner of revolutionary
socialism which is held aloft by the Socialist

labor movement. They have
gone out of their way to attack
and slander every one of the
few unions which have been
forced out on strike since Pearl
Harbor.

The most recent instance of

this was during the strike of
the Cornell-Dubilier
workers at South Plainfield, N. J.
The workers,
with the AFL Electrical Workers,
had been driven beyond eéndur-
ance by the provocations of the
company. Nevertheless, the April
26 Worker published an editorial
a confiict with the Axis.” Even before the speech | ¢

Corporation

mainly affillated

lenouncing the strike, supporting

the violation of the picket lines
by members of the Stalinist-con-
trolled United Electrical,
and Machine Workers, and assert-
ing:

Radio

“The workers cannot permit

themselves at this hour of su-
preme test against the Axis, to be
provoked by company officials ov ('
by any other agency, Into leaving
their work benches
out."”

in a walk-

The workers must simply
grovel before the bosses — that
is the meaning of the Commun-
ist Party’s “national unity” pol-
icy.

ATTITUDE TO FDR's

‘WAGE STABILIZATION”
How far the Communist Party

is prepared to go in acting as the
spearhead of reaction within the
Iabor movement has been shown
by the Daily Worker's immediate
and wholehearted support given
President Roosevelt's 7-point war-
economy program, and particular-
ly his proposal for wage
lization”
the War Labor Board. Labor, m-
sists the Daily Worker, must ac-
cept the program “as a whole.”

“stabi-

through the action of

Very few of even the trade
union leaders supporting Roo-
sevelt and the war have thus
far d ared to come out
in defense of his wage stabiliza-
tion plan. If they have feared
to attack it openly, at Ileast
they have preserved silence on
it, a silence which bespeaks
their fear to endorse it.

The Daily Worker, however,
does not hesitate to enter where

‘even Lhe trade union bureaucracy

still fears to tread.

Its endorsement of Rooseveli's
wage “stabilization”
taken the following form:
In

on Roosevell's plan,

gscheme has

its articles and editorials
the Daily
Worker has deliberately played

workers earming ‘standard’
wages, would continue to follow
flexible policies.”
The Daily Worker, of course,
does not elaborate the point about
“standard” wages. For that re-
fers to the existing wages of un-
jon workers established by pres-
ent contracts. In effect, Davis’'s
guarded statement contained the
threat that the steel, auto and
other unions which have “stand-
ard” wages will be deéenied their
demands for general wage in-
creases to offset the tremendous
price rises of the past year.
The entire attitude of the Com-
munist Party is summed up in
last Sunday's Worker, May 3, in
a feature article by Milton How-
ard, which states that ‘“despite
this or that difference which one
may have with minor details . . .
these secondary matters cannot be
allowed to obscure the primary
duty of labor = to make public
its determination to back the
President’s plan.”

To the leaders of the Com-
mtnist Party, intent at all costs
on binding the workers in “na-
tional unity” with the worst
corporation enemies of labor,
the question of wage freezing is
just a “minor detail,” a ‘“sec-
ondary matter.” But it is no
minor detail to the American
workers. They show no read-
iness to follow the Communist
Party in surrendering all their
rights and conditions in order
to preserve “national unity”
with the labor-baiters and the
corporations which are doing
business with Hitler.

New Haven SWOC
Local Votes Aid
To 18 Defendants

NEW HAVEN, Conn.—The
local branch of the Civil Rights
Defense Committee, organized
to defend the 18 CIO and So-
cialist Workers Party members
convicted in the Minneapolis
“sedition” trial, announced this
week the receipt of a donation of
$10 from Steel Workers Organ-
izing Committee Local 2141 of
New Haven.

Local 2141 passed a resolution
condemning the convictions.

A resolution protesting the use
of the Smith Act against the Min-
neapolis defendants +was also
passed by the mnewly-organized
Yale University employees’ local
of the United Construction Work-
ers Organizing Committee in New
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THE QUESTION OF
PEACE FEBLERS

By A. ROLAND

They Don’t Fear Stalin

The Anglo-American press kept warning thé'
public long in advance of the possibility that
Hitler would put out fake peace feelers in the
spring. Such a miove would be made in an af-
tempt to divide the “United Natioms.” Partieu= .
larly it would be aimed to enlist the supporft
of reactionaries in England and the United Statés
to the idea of peace in Western Europe and &
free rein to Hitler in Russia.

There are, of course, many capitalists in the
“democratic” countries who would prefer by far
the victory of fascism over the workers’ staté.

Hitler can aiways get a hearing from them on
the fearsome subject of Bolshevism. But this is'

only a minority at the present time. 4

The majority of the capitalists has been cons
vinced by the Davieses, the Roosevelts, the Hop-
kinses, that no harm will come from Stalin. The
Kremlin has given ail the help possible t6 re-
assure the capitalists in the Allied camp that
the Stalinist bureaueracy has no designs on the.
world nor even in Europe. There is only one .
reason why the Soviet Union is engaged in the
war, this assuring line continues, That reason -
is that Hitler invaded Russia and the sole de-
sire of the Red Army is to drive the German
armies over the borders or wipe them out. Hav-
ing accomplished which, Stalin will have no fur-
ther interest in the war. Furthest indeed from
the thoughts of Stalin-Voroshilov-Molotov is the
idea of spreading Bolshevism. The proletariap
revolution is not for export. '

This is then a broken string for Hitler. He
need only read in the American press how the
Daughters of the American Revolution stood up -
and applauded the playing of The Internationale
at its gathering to aid Russian relief. Or that
the biggest check for such relief came from no
less a source than United States Steel. No,
Hitler must play a different tune.

What tune shall he play to gain the ear of
those who count in the camp of ‘the enemy?
There have been rumors of peace feelers behind
the scenes directed particulariy to England. But
whether there is any truth to these rumors or,
not, we do have the speeches made by both
Hitler and Mussolini. The press spent consider-
able time on both speeches, talking all around
them, but not hitting the nail squarely on the
head. Strange indeed! The peace feelers hinged
on presenting a gloomy picture of conditions in
Germany and Italy, The two dictators were ae-
cused of painting the picture darker than it real-
ly was! The explanation given for such an ex<
traordinary thing was that Hitler was trying to
bring about a letdown in the war effort of the
Allies. The peopie might be fooled into think-

- ing that vietory was in sight and hence not feel

the urgency of making still greater sacrifices to
carry on the war even more intensively. Then
too, Hitler was appealing to the war-weariness
of the English masses, hoping thus to divide
the enemy internaily by starting a peace move.

There is more to Hitler’s speech than that.
He grasps a lever that always has its effect in
the “democratic” camp. If it is no longer fear
of any Russian attempt to spread revolution, it
is still the dread of revolution. Only this time
it is the masses in Germany and Italy who are
offered as the specter to be feared! And not
only in these countries but in France and all the
occupied countries as well. The dictators have
made direct class appeals to their opposite num-
bers in the other. countries. Their speeches are
warnings that touch raw spots on the skin of the
“democratie” capitalists, y

That is why the speeches set off lengthy dis-
cussions on the future regimes in Germany and
Itaiy. Who was to replace the one dictator and
the other? With whom would the “United Na-
tions” make peace? Hitler was warning between
the lines that théey must make peace with him
—or else with the revolution! The American press
speculated concerning the Italian puppet-king
and his adviser, Marshal Badoglio. This cashier-
ed General was pictured as the leader of the
enemies of Mussolini. So too in Germany there
are army figures whom the Allies would like to
think of as sworn enemies of Hitler. From the
beginning, in fact, a good section of the press,
in full class-consciousness, has harped on the idéa
of a real difference between the army and the.
Nazis. After all, there simply must be some-
body to make peace with after victory!

But Hitler and Mussolini are much more real-
istic in this matter than Churchill and Roose-
velt. The speeches raised goose-flesh in some
quarters because of the recognition of that fact.
Hitler says: make peace with me while there is
yet time. If I am defeated, you are defeated
with me. Not the “United Nations” will be vie<
torious, but the workers of Germany, of Italy,
of all Europe will win the war. ;

The fascists in this fashion attempt their
greatest blackmail, on a scale far more colossal
than was the case in Spain where they used vir-
tualiy the same argument., Hitler demands from
his enemies that they give him at least a par-
tial vietory, the victory in the east, in order to
preserve the common interests of the entire cap-
italist class the worid over. That is the meaning
of the speeches of the would-be conquerors.

But history has moved too fast and too far
for this move to succeed. It is not merely a
“question of having any faith at all in Hitler,
The die hag been cast. The war is in full swing,
The masses have been too much uprooted. War
cannot be ended by the waving of any magie
wand. All questions have long since been resolved
into the military question. The Allies know the
danger of revolution only too well, But they -
must now take the chance that they can get it
under military control, even should it start any-
where in Europe. History will prove that they
miscalculated, - 23N
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JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:

Military training of workers, financed
by the government, but under control
of the trade unions. Special officers’
training camps, financed by the gov-
ernment but controlled by the trade
unions, to train workers to become
officers.

Trade union wages for all workers
drafted into the army.

Full equality for Negroes in the armed
forces and the war industries—Down
with Jim Crowism everywhere.
Confiscation of all war profits. Expro-
priation of all war industries and their
operation under workers’ control.
For a rising scale of wages to meet the
rising cost of living.

Workers Defense Guards against vig-
- {  jlante and fascist attacks.

An Independent Labor Party based on
the Trade Unions.

A Workers’ and Farmers’ Govern-
ment.

l.

What Won The
_ Victory At Detroit?

On April 29 a few Negro families succeeded in

project in Detroit. Immediately there arose a great
hullabaloo from the liberal and Stalinist-controlled
press, acclaiming this as a victory of the govern-
ment over fascism, as proof that this is a real
war for democracy, as evidence that the fate of
the Negro people is tied up with and dependent
on the “American way of life.”

The Negro people, whose eyes have been fixed
on Detroit for the last four months, will certainly
consider the event a victory. But the question is
— for whom is it a victory and what won the
victory?

Ever since January there has been a fight go-
ing on in Detroit to keep the Negro families out
of those homes, solely because they are Negroes.

This anti-Negro fight was given encouragement
when the Federal Works Authority director, sub-
mitting to Jim Crow pressure, ruled from Wash-
ington that contrary to earlier promises, Negroes
would not be permitted to move into the homes.
The nation-wide protest by Negro and labor
groups was so strong that on February 3 the FWA
director was forced to issue a new ruling, promis-
ing that Negroes would be admitted to the fed-
eral project after all.

The Jim Crow elements in Detroit, observing the
willingness with which the Washington officials
had submitted to their pressure, were convinced
that they'could still have their way. Organized
and armed by white landlord .and real estate in-
terests, and cooperating with the Ku Klux Klan
and other American fascist groups, they struck on
February 28, the day set for the Negro families
to move in.

The “riot” of that day ended in a victory for
the enemies of the Negro people. Many Negroes
were severely injured, all of them were prevented
from entering their homes. The Detroit police
seemed to think that the Negroes were wrong to
resist the attacks on them, because of the 104
people they arrested, 101 were Negroes.

Washington officials then deplored the “riot”
— and announced that they were postponing the
opening of the bomes indefinitely.

The Negro people were aroused. They knew
that the Washington officials had fanned the
flames of Jim Crowism by their vacillations, and
. that the Detroit officials could have averted the
“riot” if they had genuinely tried. So they did
not depend on the government officials — they
depended on their own fighting strength.

In Detroit they pooled the strength of many
organizations into a militant Citizens’ Commit-
tee, threw a daily picket-line out in front of the
City Hall, began to make plans for a march to
Washington. Young Negro workers were reported
- to be openly tearing up their draft cards. From
~ other cities the Negro people sent angry demands
to the state and federal capitals. The labor move-
ment spoke out tco; the powerful CIO and AFL
~unions in Detroit demanded the immediate open-

moving into the Sojourner Truth federal housing

ing of the project and adequate protection for the
Negro tenants.

Under this pressure, the Washington and Michi-
gan officials finally wilted. Under this pressure, the
anti-Negro elements in Detroit headed for their
holes like the rats they are. Today some of the
Negro families are living in the homes; soon the
rest of them will be there.

But don’t tell them that this was a victory for
the government, for they will laugh at you. They
know better than that. They know that it was a
victory won by the Negro people supported by
the labor movement, that it was a victory over
Jim Crowism and the indifference or hostility of
government officials, that it was a victory won only
because they had the wisdom and courage to or-
ganize and fight for it.

Democracy

Do the rank and file members of a local union
have the right, by a democratic majority vote, to
decide what international union they shall belong
to and what disposition shall be made of funds
contributed by them to their own local treasury?

That was the only issue in the “grand larceny”
trial of Kelly Postal, secretary-treasurer of Local
544-CIO, in the district court at Minneapolis. The
“crime” charged against Postal was that he had
obeyed the explicit mandate of the overwhelming
majority of his union local not to turn $5000 in
local union funds over to Daniel Tobin, AFL
Teamsters head, from whose inlernational Local
544 had voted to disaffiliate.

Minneapolis Judge Selover decided that union
democracy is a “crime.” He ruled that a clause
in Tobin's constitution, denying the right of a
local union to disaffiliate if seven members op-
pose it, stands higher than the rights of any ma-
jority of union workers to determine what union
they shall belong to or how their money shall be
spent. Judge Selover virtually forced the jury
to convict Kelly Postal and he imposed a prison
sentence of up to five years on as honest, loyal and
militant a union leader as can be found.

In truth, Kelly Postal was convicted precisely
because he fought uncompromisingly for democ-
racy in the trade unions.

Aroused by the attempts of Tobin to bureau-
cratically remove the leaders of Local 544, some
4,000 members of the local met early in June,
1941 and voted to disaffiliate from the AFL and
seek affiliation with the CIO. Following this demo-
cratic majority decision, the CIO granted Local
544 a charter. _

Tobin then appealed to Roosevelt for govern-
ment aid in crushing Local 544-CIO. Roosevelt
responded by initiating an FBI witch-hunt against
the Local 544 leaders. This culminated in the
“seditious conspiracy” trial -of 28 Local-544 .and
Socialist Workers Party members and the convic-
tion of 18 for allegedly violating the Smith “Gag”
Act.

The “grand larceny” prosecution of Kelly Post-
al was merely one phase of the government-em-
ployers-Tobin campaign to deny the Minneapolis
triuck drivers their right to belong to a union
of their own choice.

Judge Selover, in his ruling, followed policies
laid down by Roosevelt and the federal govern-
ment. Those policies negate all democratic prin-
ciples. For when an honest union leader can be
framed up and sent to jail for abiding by the
democratic vote of those who elected him to of-
fice, and when union men are denied the right to
join a union of their own choice and to dispose
of their own money as they see fit, then talk of a
“war for democracy” is hypocrisy.

Stalinism and
Communism

Through a last-minute technical error, THE
MILITANT last week carried a headline reading:
“Communist Press Whitewashes Nazi-U. S. Busi-
ness Patent Pools.” The headline as written by the
editorial staff read, “Communist Party Press, etc.”

Many people may not see the distinction at first

glance or understand why we are anxious to bring
attention to the error.

The reason, however, is profoundly important.
To us, the word “communist” is not a term of
slander or contempt, but an honorable name. We
reserve it only for those who are the best, the
most devoted fighters for the cause of internd-
tional socialism.

That is why we do not call the members of
the Communist Party “communists,” nor call its
publications the “communist press.” We call them
“Stalinist,” for they propagate the policies of the
parasitic Stalin bureaucracy that rules today in
the Soviet Union, and their program and meth-
ods betray every principle that a real communist
upholds.

A real communist is the most intransigent fight-
er against the capitalist ruling class everywhere
in the struggle for the socialist emancipation of
the working class. A real communist is a defend-
er of the international revolutionary doctrine of
Marx and Engels, and of their greatest disciples,
Lenin and Trotsky. A real communist is one who
continues in our own time the glorious traditions
of the Paris Commune of 1871 and the Russian
Bolshevik Revolution of 1917.

Today, the only people in the world entitled to
the name of communist are the Trotskyists, in this
colntry the members of the Socialist Workers
Party. The Stalinists only besmirch and discredit
the word “communist” when they apply it to their
party in an effort to make the workers believe
that they follow the principles of Marxism and
Leninism,

Experience Shows Tha

By LYDIA

Simply to mention- the ann
of drawing 4,000,000 women int

Workers Become Militant Union Members

up a myriad of practical questions concerning protection of

working class rights. First ®onsideration naturally falls upon

the question touched in a previous article — equal pay for
)

Unions Must Set Out To
Organize Womar! Worker|

t the Women Factory

BEIDEL

ounced government perspective
o war industry by 1943 brings

equal work.

This problem of the wage scale
js engaging interest in a num-
ber of circles outside the work-
ing class and has received sup-
port in one place where favor
would least be expected. The Na-
tional Association of Manufac-
turers, through its president,
Wiliam P. Witherow, has declar-
ed itself in favor of the propo-
sition of equal pay for men and
women on the same job.

The apparent philanthropy of
the NAM is shown up in all its
falseness, however, when Mr.
Witherow presents his qualifica-
tions, He demands, as a base
for setting wage scales the “wi-
der use of such techniques as
job anaiysis and evalution to de-
termine the precise nature of the
job” and, logically, although he
does not yet mention it, the wage
the job is worth.

Since almost the entire bulk of
women now entering industry
goes in as unskilled labor and
hence, according to empioyer con-
ceptions, i worth an absolute
minimum in wage-rate, it is rea-
sonable to assume that the job
analysis proposed by the NAM
will have only one objective: to
scale the wage of the male work-
er down to that of the female.

DANGEROUS DEVELOPMENT

In the same report, Mr. With-
erow gioats over another charm-
ing development coming for the
moment out of the induction of
women into big industry. He tells
how some employer agents re-
sorted to the trick. of bringing
in half a dozen or so of the
prettiest girls they could find to
break down the antagonism of the
men workers. Result: “the effi-
ciency of the men began to in-
crease perceptibly as they began
competing with women workers
to show their superiority.” A
neat trick — if the workers let
it go onl

These developments pose at
once the problem of the union-
ization of women workers, an ex-
tremely crucial question for the
development of the whole union
movement,

On the whole, working class
women in the past — most of
them occupied as housewives, and
not as factory workers — have
beén indifferent and even hostile
te trade union struggie. Some
of them have by nagging criti-
cism had harmful effects on their
husbands’ union and working
class political activity:

ENCOURAGING EXCEPTIONS

There have, in recent years
when the unions began to reach
the mass industry workers, been
numerous encouraging  excep-
tions. Some of the great strikes
conducted in industries hereto-
fore employing no women — for
example, mining and auto — were
immeasurably strengthened by
the militant participation of wo-
men’s auxiliaries made up of the
women of the strikers’ familiies.

The reasons for the backward-
ness of working class housewives
are numerous. One important
reason was that the union bureau-
crats largely overlooked this
question, and made no attempt
to teach the workers’ wives what
unionism was and how it bene-
fited them. A more important
reason, of course, was that on
the whole women were not thor-

oughly proletarianized by being
forced — as they are in increas-
ing numbers today — out of iso-
lation of the kitchen into basie
industrial production on a mass
basis with intense speed-up and
exp.oitation.

Experiences of the past have
shown too that where women
went into the factories and the
unions understood the necessity
of organizing them, they became
as good and militant union mem-
bers as the men, The history of
the garment and textile and in
the more recent period the elec-
trical and radio industries offers
examples that immediately come
to mind.

ATTACK ON UNIONISM

It is not accidental, in the face
of present-day economic unrest,
that the women of the middle
class shouid get their busy bo
dies started early on the work
of hindering the organization of
the proletarian women. On May
1, 600 delegates to the New York
City Federation of Women’s

as they dedicated an ambulance.
The most important motion
made at this gathering of fe-
males devoted to keeping the
proletariat suppressed, meariy
got lost in the crush of patriot-
ism, but its formulator pursued
her objective with a typically fe-
male persistence until it was ac-
cepted. She proposed a tax on
labor unions, characterizing these
organizations as “the only ciass
that has been profiteering on
the war and on defense.”

Fantastic as the incident may
seem, it holds a warning and a
lesson for the women of the
working class. They must be as
sensitive ‘to the importance of
trade unions as an instrument of
protection and struggle, and as
ardent in their defense of union
organization, as the women of
the employing class show them-
selves to be in their passion to
wreck organization of workers.
The women of the working
class must keep constantiy alert.
to see that they are not used to
break down the standards won
for their class by years of in-
tense struggle. The most impor-
tant gain of the decades of un-
ceasing battle which the work-
ing men of America carried on
against the exploiting class is
not shorter hours, nor higher
wages, nor better conditions; the
greatest gain is the labor unions.
Without them, none of the other

benefits would have come to be

Clubs got downm to brass tacks

nor will they remain.

(Continued from page 1)

to possess even a knife with a
six-inch blade, much less a pis-
tol. How do they expect us to
resist the enemy if they refuse
to trust us with the weapons
to do s0?”

He revealed further that natives
are not permitted, even when
they join the British army, to
operate artillery even though
“there aren’t enough Tommies
(British troops) to ge around.”
Asg for the argument that there
are not enough supplies in India
to equip a native army under
Indian leadership, Shridharani as-
serted that “by using our war
plants to arm India . .. we could
easily equip ourselves with at
least small arms and ammuni-
tion.” But, the British control the
arms industry — and they will
never willingly give control of
them to the Indian people.

The example of China, which is
in a far worse position than India
go far as facilities for arms are
concerned, shows that the Indian
people, once they have broken the
stranglehold of British rule,
would be able to put up an un-
conquerable resistance to Japan-
ese or any other imperialism.

NO JUSTIFICATION

The Congress leaders try to jus-
tify their policy by charging that
“the British Government has pre-
vented the organization of na-
tional defense by the people in
any other way.,” This is partly
true, but only partly. \

Of course the British imper-
ialists are afraid to arm the
masses — they would rather

risk the chance of losing India
to Japan than to the Indian
people. But the reactionary
stand of the British government
in refusing to grant India her
independence and control of her
own defense is no justification

INDIA CONGRESS HEADS
ADOPT SUICIDAL POLICY

for a policy that aids the Brit-
ish and the Japanese imperial-
ists and seals the doom of the
Indian masses!

The Congress leaders may be
justified in blaming British im-
perialism for following a reaction-
ary policy — but that is no justifi-
cation for their own acceptance
of that policy! The Congress lead-
ers talk about there not being
“any other way'" than non-cooper-
ation. But there is another way.
1t is the.way of resistance to the
British policy, the war time re-
sults of which have already been
revealed in Singapore, Malaya,
Burma and Hong Kong — it is
the way of struggle for independ-
ence from British rule.

Although the native capitalists
have thus made their choice of
submission to whichever set of
imperialists is victorious — Brit-
ish or Japanese — the Indian
workers and peasants have yet to
say their final word. It was their
resistance which forced the Con-
gress leaders to reject Britain's
promissory note' for “after the
war” dominion status. It was
their resistance which compelled
the Congress leaders to demand
Indian control of India’s defenses.

These workers and peasants
who refuse to submit further to
the British imperial yoke, will
not passively extend their
throats to be cut by Japanese
imperialism.

Whatever consolation British
and Japanese imperialism might
hope to derive from the *“non-
violent” policies of the Congress
leaders must be soured by their
realization that revolutionary fer-
ment is working unabated in In-
dia. The masses are preparing to
take their fate into their own
hands. They will get arms, as the
Chinese masses have obtained
arms. And they will never rest
,those arms until India is free of
all imperialist oppression.
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What Defeat of India Will Mean

Workers of Britain — history is moving with

titanic relentlessness. In the East we find, on the
one hand, the Japanese, after having swailowed Sing-
apore, Hong Kong, Malaya, and Burma, now standing
at the gates of India. On the other, we find a na-
tion unarmed and enslaved by your imperialist rulers,
looking on helplessly.

. For decades you have been given a comparatively
high standard of living and appreciable democratic
rights, by your imperialists. Have you eyer thought
how this was possible? Your rulers were able to
grant you these concessions, by extracting colossal
wealth at the point of the sword from the colonial
peopies. Now the main source of this wealth is en-
dangered.

Your imperialists, as proved in Malaya, Hong-Kong,
Singapore and Burma are incapable of defending
even their own interests; simply because they have
no roots in the masses of the colonial empire. The
loss of India would compel your 'rulers to snatch
away the priviieges you have so far enjoyed.

Your class and fate can never be saved by your
alliance with the imperialists. Just as Sir Stafford
Cripps, as envoy of British capitalism, can never
save the Indian workers and peasants,

Historic forces compel you to break with your im-
perialists now and to ally yourselves with the work-
ers and peasants of India and the colonies.

The Churchill government cannot grant freedom
to India in its own interests, but in order to confuse
you and win your supoprt for holding India, it gives
artificial reasons.

Chief of these is the Hindu-Moslem problem. This
problem exists, though not so intensely as the im-
perialists make out. But, as a result of British rule,
there are a host of other problems — abject poverty,
mass illiteracy and chronic disease. This is the re-
sult of over 150 years of imperialist rule in India.

Undoubtedly, the task of solving this problem is
immense; but by no means insoluble. In 1917 a very
similar problem existed in the crumbling Czarist em-
pire of Russia. In some aspects it was far graver.
Yet, it was solved by the Russian workers in alliance
with the oppressed peoples of the Czarist empire.

s swam

Conditions In India Today

Let us take a look at India and see how similar
are the conditions to those of the Russian slave em-
pire of 1917.

India is a sub-continent of over 380 millions. Sev-
enty per cent of the population is employed in agri-
culture, which is carried on by means of the most
primitive methods. The peasants are in debt to a
sum of 800 Hiillion pounds. In spite of the fact that
the great majority of people are agricultural, there
are only 21 agricultural colleges with a total of
about 1,600 students. Out of an annual income of 10
pounds, the peasant has to pay 7 pounds 10 shillings
in taxes, rents and debt-interest, thus leaving 2
pounds, 10 shillings for his maintenance for a year!

There are about 20 millions employed in industry.
Their conditions are appalling. The average wage of
the industrial worker is 1 shilling a day for men
and 10 pence for women,

The imperialists spend only 2.6 per cent of the
budget on heaith. As a result, the average expecta-
tion of life is 23. In Britain it is b55. For every
thousand births, the infant mortality is 250, and
maternal mortality is 24. In Britain it is 51 and
4.06.

In India only 9 per cent of the population can
read and write and two-thirds of 700,000 villages have
no schools at all. The significance of this negligence
on the part of the imperialists of education in India
can be clearly seen by the comparison of the amount
spent per head in Britain and in India. In Britain it
is 11 pounds 15 shillings. In India it is 9 pence.

Like Czarist Russian Problem

In the first imperialist war, the great Russian
workers were faced with the same problem. For
them, too, the task was immense, but they accom-
plished it. Under the Czar, one-sixth of the world’s
surface was peopled by various diverse nationalities
(European Russians and Asiatics), torn by commu-
nal strife, rampant with poverty, -illiteracy, and dis-
ease; their ill-equipped armies routed, but officially
only “retreating strategically;” the enemy already
entrenched in their territory.

But, on the slogan, “Land to the Peasants, Peace
and Bread,” the Russian workers seized political pow-
er in October, socialized the means of production,
liberated the oppressed peoples of their empire, and,
together with them, fought and drove back the armies
of Germany, France, Britain, Japan and Poland.

Today you are astounded at the heroic struggle of
these multi-national, once backward, peoples. There
is no mystery, the reason is clear. They are fighting
like super men and women because under a social-
ist economy, White Russians, Eastern Tartars, Yel-
low Mongolians, or Armenian Jews are equal, and
have something to fight for.

Workers of Britain, the conclusion is inescapable.
There is only one road open to you in order to save
vourselves, the workers and peasants of India, the
colonies and the world.

Again, once again, your ruling class cannot defend
India. A nation tied hand and foot, tortured for a
hundred and fifty years, can only look on helplessly
;lnless it is liberated and has something to fight
or.

Your rulers cannot solve it. The few Indian capital-
ists cannot either, for they, like yours, are bankrupt
and no better.

It is you, the workers of Britain, with the workers
of India in alliance with the teeming mass of peasan-
try, that can solve this problem. IT IS STILL NOT
TOO LATE. The Russians acted when the Kaiser's
armies were already on their soil.

Failure on your part to take action NOW will mean
not only the over-running of India by the Japanese
Moloch, but also the possibility of the ruling class
setting up a military dictatorship in Britain,




