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' India Denied Right To ‘ontrol' lts OWn Defense

UAW Militants Oppose
Yielding Labor’s Rights

150 Delegates Fight Surrender of 'Umori"
Standards at Auto Workers Conference
By JOE ANDREWS
DETROIT — The first powerful opposition to surrender

of labor's rights since Pearl Harbor was voiced at the War
Emergency Conference of the United Automobile Workers, CI10O,

held. here on April 7-8.

A group of 150 delegates, representing no less than 100,000
auto workers, voted against giv-9—

" ing up the established week-end
and holiday wage rates and de-
nounced the WPB management-
labor committee scheme as a dis-
guised speed-up plan.

This determined bloe of dele-
gates refused to retreat another
inch in the face of the emp.oy-
ers’ offensive and defied the ap-
peals of the entire UAW inter-
national board and the person-
al plea of President Roosevelt.

The appearance of this mili-

tant group is the most signi-

-

4

 Ship Workers
 Discuss Holiday
 Pay Rates Too

The positlon taken by the
opbosmon at the Detroit con-$
ference of the United Auto'
Workers ‘last week expresses]
the sentiments of other sec-}
tions of the union movement
as well. b

This was shown at the April
10 conference of the Industrial
Unicn of Marine and Ship-
building Workers, CIO, in
Gloucester, N. J.,” where a
number of delegates spoke and
voted against a resolution call-
ing for the surrender of the
established wage rate for
 week-end and holiday work.
> Although the opponents of
 the resolution formed only 2z
4  small minority of 3 or 4 per
} cent of the delegates at the
1’ conference, they stood fast to
¢ their conviction that accept-
¢ ance of wage cuts would serve
neither the interests of the
;workers nor of production.s
 They charged the leaders of
the union with seeking to “‘ap-
pease” the employers, and de- !
$ clared that the bosses and the ]
$ anti-labor Congressmen would}
2 only be encouraged by such a2}
¢ policy to make new demands
2 on the workers and to aim new'

¢ blows at the unions. b
y

ficant and encouraging develop-
ment in the American labor
movement since December 7,
1941, It represents the grow-
ing resistance of the rank-and-
file workers to the top union
leadership’s policy of appeas-
ing the open-shop employers
and their government agents.
The two-day stormy debate at
the  conference centered arcund
t h e International Executive
Board's. demands: that the auto
workers “voluntarily” take “‘sub-
stantial wage cuts” and accept
the speedup, by surrendering
double-time pay for week-ends
and holidays within the regular
40- hcm work week and support-
ing ~ establishment of manage-
ment-labor, committees . to .in-
crease “individual” production.

“EQUAL SACRIFICE"

Tied together with the Inter-
national Board’s demands on the
auto workers was a ten-point pro-
gram calling for a three percent
limit on profits, prevention of
war-tiime millionaires, adjustment
of wagés to meet rising prices,
a labor voice in p'anning to avoid
post-war ‘depression; ete. . .

But this “equality of sacrifice”
program did not fool the opposi-
tion delegates. One after another
they - took the floor and -exposed
these proposals as a cover-up for
the union leaders’ retreat.

As one delegate explained
it: “We will vote here to give
up overtime pay and for the
speed-up. It will be an accom-
plished fact. But all the reso-
lutions we may pass about lim-
iting profits will be so much
hot. air. We are sacrificing our
conditions, but the bosses won't
give up a thing.”

Unable to answer the opposi-
tion on the merits of the issue,
the executive officers were forced
to argue that if these demands
were not accepted *voluntarily”,
Congress would impose them on
the workers by legislation.

THE CHIEF ARGUMENT
Above all, the leaders ham-

mered_ at the point t,hat. to op-

 Buffalo Local
 Backs Stand of
 UAW Opposition

BUFFALQ, April 156 — Bell
Aircraft Local 501 of the
UAW-CIO heard a report on
the proceedings of the Detroif
conference last Sunday and
voted two to one against the
conference decision to give up
the regular pay rates for
week-end and holiday work.

This action was taken by the
membership despite the pleas
and speeches of Leo Lamotte
a national official of the UAW.
and Regional Director Kerri-
gan.

The wunion members also
protested against the flag
waving presentation of the is
sues, at the conference by
Richard T. Frankensteen, di-
rector of the union’s Chrysler
department. i
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pose this surrender was to op—
pose the government.

Climaxing six.hours..of.. tomél-"

debate on the over:time- pay:is-
sue, Richard Frankensteen, a mo-
ment before the vote was taken,
shouted: . .

“Are you going to te’l the
President of the United Sta!;es toi
go to hell?”

After this, and a re-reading
of Roosevelt's personal appeal
to the conference, 150 of the
1400 delegates courageously
dared to stand on their feet
and vote against the Execuhve
Board's proposals.

In taking this militant position,
the opposition reflected the senti-
ments of the union ranks, as even
UAW President Thomas admitted
when he spoke of the opposition
as uphnlding the “popular” posi-
tion. In the statements of Reu-
ther and the other Board mem-
bers were clear admissions that
the leaders were opposing them-
selves fo the genuine sentiments
of the membership.

OPPOSITION STRENGTH
Although the militants number-
ed only 150 out of some 1400 del-
egates mnevertheless they spoke
officially for a large proportion
of UAW members.  Among the
opposition was the entire Flint
delegation , representing 45,000
workers; the delegation from the

‘r

(Cnnimued on page 2)

“None 0Ii - Your Counterfeit!”

Nazi Tieup Holds

.

Back Magnesium Output

Aluminum Trust, Getting New Plants from ¢

Government, Conspires to Further Monopoly

The Aluminum Company of America, which ‘is receiving
the lion’s share of nine new government-financed aluminum
plants, is still “doing business with Hitler”, like Standard Oil
and the ‘other American trusts. This is part of a conspiracy to
restrict production and protect ALCOA’s alumirium and magne-

sium monopoly. &

This week the government is
expected to bring ALCOA before
a federal court in an anti-trust
hearing to force release of the
company’s magnesium alloy pat-
ents, which it shares exclusively
with the German I. G. Farbenin-|
dustrie, The government is also!

expected to settle the case by a
consent decree, simiar to the
one granted in the Standard Oi)
conspiracy case. ALCOA will
plead -“nolo contendere,” ng¢ con-
test of the case, pay a few thou-'
sand dollars in fines, promise to
release its patents royalty free

WaveOf Violence Against N egro Soldiers
Claims Its Fifth Vtctzm In Two Weeks

Soldier Shot Dead In Virginia; Others
Injured by Police Assault In Tuskegee

APRIL 14 — The wave of violence against Negro soldiers
claimed new victims this week, as the Army officials and boards
of inquiry continued to remain silent about the many attacks
against Negro troops reported in last week's MILITANT.

At Camp Lee, Virginia, Private James W. Martin stepped

out ‘on to- the balcony on the®
second floor of the prison bar-
racks, The corporal of the guard
beiow ordered him to step back
inside. When Martin did not
move, the corporal ordered a sen-
try to shoot. Martin died from
bullet wounds in his head.

The . corporal and the sentry
were held and a board of com-
missioned officers was set up to
investigate the case,

In Tuskegee, Alabama, on
<April 38, several Negro soldiers
were injured as the resuit of an
attack on them by city cops, ac-
cording to a report received by
the Pittsburgh Courier which was
not able to secure all the details
because. “all news of the occur-
rence has been suppressed by Ar»
my authorities.”

The fight began when city po-

lice arrested a Negro soldier.
The police- have confirmed the
ciash, and say that the situation
is “well in hand.” All Negro sol-
diers have been confined to their
posts. |

NO REPORTS YET ON-
ARMY INVESTIGATIONS
Meanwhile, Brigadier-General
B. 0. Davis, Negro assistant to
the Army Inspector General sent
to Fort Dix, N, J., to sit in on
the boards of inquiry investigat-

ing the kiliing.of two Negro sol-

diers and one white M. P., was
reported to have left Fort Dix.
But no official statement has yet
come from the army,assigning
responsibility for the April 2 gun
battle or explaining why the Ne-
gro soldiers

wlth the M. P.s in the batt'e
had felt it necessary to provide
themselves with rifle ammunition
in advance of the fight and
against orders.

Nor have either of the military
boards set up in Arkansas issued
any report on the case of Ser-
geant Thomas P. Foster, Negro
soldier who was assaulted by
white M. Ps. and then shot dead
‘as he lay helpless on the ground’
by a white city cop because he
had asked the city cops beating
up a drunken Nagl‘clc soldier why
they didn't turn him over to the
M. Ps.

Nor has any report been pub-
lished in the papers about the
trial in San Antonio, ‘Texas, be-
ing given a white soldier who
had ghot and killed a Negro mili-
tary prisoner in a fight because
he had not stopped fighting with
another prisoner when the white
soldier had ordered him to.
GROWING RESENTMENT

Meanwhile strong. resentment
over these attacks on Negro sol-

who ' participated |

diers was growing among the Ne-
gro popu ation.
New York City Councilman

Adam Clayton Powell, editor of
The People’s Voice, gave clear ex-
pression to this resentment in an
editorial printed in the April 11
jssue of that paper. Entitled
“Mr. President, Just What Is It|
That We Are Fighting For?”,
Powe:l pointed out that *“more.
Negro men have been killed and
beaten so far this year, than in
any similar period of this cen-
tury,” and declared:

“Mr, President, we lay the
blame squarely it your feet. . .
You alone have the power to deai-
with this correctly and you must
do it and do it promptly, with
firmness and exactness,

“This you must do:

litary police to protect by force
of arms all members of the Uni-
ted States Army.

“Order the Department of Jus-
tice to arrest immediately for
trial the civilian murderers of
Negro troops.

“Wipe out-Jim Crow in all de-
partments of cur armed forces.

“If not, then what are wé fight-

“Immediately command the mi- |-

Record Is Filed

For Appeal In

\‘Sedition’ Case
NEW YORK, April 15—The

Civil Rights Defense Commit-
tee, official defense agency of

|the 18 members of the Socialist

Workers Party and the CIO
who were convicted in Minnea-
polis last December on charges
of violating the Smith “Gag
Act”, announced this week that
the record. of the “sedition” case
-has been filed with the clerk of
the Gircuit Court of Appeals in
St. Louis, Mo. '

By agreement with counsel for
the  government, the time for fil-
ing of the briefs for the defend-
‘ants ‘has ‘been extended to July.
The government wi'l have until
Septémber for filing its veply
briefs.

The attorneys for the 18 de-
fendants estimate that the oral

Circuit
A

take place before the
Court sometime in. October,

ing for?”

after the oral argument.

arguments on the appeal will

for the duration of the war —

and the government will then

withdraw its charges. ALCOA’s
(Continued on page 3)

)

fate into their own hands.

on India, regardless of the ef-2
fects on the war or the inter-
ests of the Indian peop’e; it is
afraid, even with a Japanese in-

dian masses to assume control
of their own defense. -

No. editorials in the American
press will change the facts:
India falls to Japan because the
Indian masses are not aroused
and -armed for resistance — and

feel that they would be fighting
+ Japan only to insure British dom-
. ination of their country — the
| responsibility will belong to
Churchi’l and the British ruling
class.

| THE CONGRESS LEADERS

iChurchill’'s adamant take-it-or-
leave-it atlil.u'de‘ left the leader-
ship of 'the Congress Party no al-
"ternative but to reject the plan
brought by Cripps. The Congress
Party represents the interests of
the native capitalist class, but it
is important as a political force
only  becauge it has the support
of large masses of peasants and
workers. The acceptance by the
Congress. of an openly fraudulent
promise such as was offered by
the British War Cabinet, would
have completely 'discredited the
Congress and destroyed whatever
influence ‘it has.

Although the Congress leaders
showed a willingness to prolong
Jthe conferences with Cripps and
[ try to work out some sort of com-
promise which could be sold to
the masses, the. War Cabinet's

Congress Party Turns Down
Plan Brought By Cripps

The British War Cabinet has turned down the
proposal of the Indian Congress Party for Indian
control of its own defense against invasion. The Con-
gress has answered this rejection by turning down
the War Cabinet’s fraudulent promise of dominion

status after the war with Britain to.remain in full control of

India between now and the next peace.

.The events of the last week have made it clear — despite
the attempts of the American press to confuse the issue — that
Britain’s primary interest in India is not to protect it from
invasion, but to prevent the Indian people from taking their,

The British ruling class refuses to relax its strang!t.hold

vasion looming, to permit the In- |

If |

they will not be, as jong as they |

LAy

stand on the question of who |

would control the defense of In-
| dia — that is who would control
the armed forces and the gov-
ernment — made this impossible.
Ags the Congress statement put
it:

“At anv time defense is a vital
subject. During war-time it is all
important and covers almost ev-
ery sphere of life and administra-
tion.

“To take away defenee from
the sphere of responsibility (of
an’ Indian government). at this
stage is to reduce that responsi-
bilty tp a farce and nullity and
make 1t perfectly clear that India
is not going to be fwe m tmy
iy o, R

And "that, apparently; was up-
permbost in the minds of the Con-
gress leaders throughout all the
conferences.
cept “a proposal which made it
nerfectly clear to everyone in In-
dia that the Cripps’ plan was
onlv a device for
chains which keep the Indian
masses in enslavement.

WHY COMPROMISE
FELL THROUGH

At one point newspaper dis-
patches announced that a com-
promise had practically been
reached and that the Congress
leaders were about to accept a
plan which provided that the
British viceroy would pick an ex-
ecutive council of 15, with an In.
dian member
fense matters “except strategy

(Continued on page 2)

Goldman and Carlson

in working-class ne!ighborhoods
paign rally and radio speeches.
At the campaign rally to be held
April 23 8§ P.M., at the American
House, 444 Rice Street, Albert
Goldman, attorney for the Social-
ist Workers Party and one of the
defendants in the recently con-
cluded  “seditious conspiracy”
case, and Grace Carlson will be
the speakers.

Albert Goldman will also make
1 15 minute radio speech over
station WMIN on April 24 at 8:45
P, M. in behalf of the Socialist
Waorkers Party candidate. The
~andidate herself will speak over
the same station April 27, the
night before the election, at 8:45
P. M.

Ten thousand copies of a spe-
~ial St. Paul election edition of
THE MILITANT will
buted in St.
and 27
ty members and sympathizers.

In a recent
Carlson Campaign Commitiee
<tated: “The nomination of Wil-
liam Fallon and John McDonousgh

Paul on April 25,

decision will be rendered soon |

for mavor of St. Paul in the pri-
mary election leaves 8St. Paul

rworkers with no one to represent

be distri-
26|
by Socialist Workers Par- !

press release the |

to Make Radio Talks

Giving Socialist Workers Party Platform

ST. PAUL, Minn. — With the St. Paul election campaign
drawing to its close on April 28, the Campaign Committee for
Grace Carlson for Mayor announced its plans to reach the
workers of St. Paul with its socialist program.

Five thousand leaflets were distributed during the week

announcing the concluding cam-
—_ ¥

their interests
tion on April 28.

COMMITTEE. STATEMENT

“Both, of these candidales rep-
resent the old capitalist parties—
despite the fact that McDomnough
has received endorsement of the
Labor Progressive Association. In
.an editoriat in its March 9 issue
(the day before the primary elec-
tion) the reactionary &t. Pawl
Ploneer Press also endorsed Me-
Dcnough and the three incum-
bent Labor Progressive council
men. - ‘This paper believes that
theére is every redson to give =
vote of confidence to the present
administration,” the editorial as
serted flatly, although the Pionee:
Press has supported Fallon a
painst McDeonough 'in the past twe
mavoralty campaigns.

.in the final eléc-

| port the war and are thereh
rendered incapable of defendin-
the interests of St. Paul workers
We bave therefore decided to rur
a write-in campaign for Grae
Carlson for Mayor for the fine
election.

. “Headquarters will be maintain-

SWP Candidate Prepares

Final Campalgn Plans

“Both of these candidates sup '

ed at 138 E. 6tli Street and elec-
tion literature and information
about the campaign may be ob-
tained there.”

McDONOUGH’S RECORD
Thgt “Labor Progressive” can-

didate, John McDonough does not
represent the interests of labor

was clearly demonstrated by the

events of the past week in the
campaign, William Fallon, whom
the Labor Progressive Association
denounces as “the candidate of
reaction” exposed McDonough as
having made a deal with the lo-
cal power trust, Northern States
I’owe}' Company. “25 days after
Mayor McDonough took office,”
said Fallon, “an ordinance' was
approved extending the franchises
of the Northern States Power
Company for five years without
any vote of the people.”

In the same radio speech Fallon
recalled how another “Labor” ma-
yor, William Mahoney, used to
call the Northern States Power
Company “the great detopus.”
Even the old time reactionary

William Fallon is able to make

nolitical eapital of the eynical be-
trayal by Lahor Progressive of-
fice holders of the principles of
the Labor Progressive Associa-
tion.

In spite of her clean-cut soeial-
ist program and the campaign
against her because she had been
sonvicted of viclating the Smith
“Gag Act.” Grace Carlson re-
~eived the vote of one out of every
thirty people who went to the
polls in the March 10 primary
election.

|

They could not ac-,

gilding the,

to handle all de-.

5,
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THE MILITANT

C.P. Tries New Sc
Halt Sale Of

Plans to Use Sound Truck, Signs, Boxes, Monitors-and Pressure
On CIO Members As Well As Violence Against the Dlstnbutors

-~ The attempts of the Stalinists in the Los Angeles Industrial ®
Union Council of the. C1O to: prevent the distribution of work-.

" ing class newspapers that defend labor’s rights and oppose the

treacherous. policies of. the Communist Party, have thus, far.
But the. Stalinists. are. still- determme{i to-
prevent the workers from getting ¥

proved unsuccessful.

a chance to read sugh newspa-
pers. )

Two weeks ago, late in a meet-
ing of the Council after many

of the delegates had already de-

parted, the Stalinists introduced

resolutions condemning ““trade
unionism as usual” and THE
MILITANT, Lahor Action and

the  Socia’ist Party’s Call. The
Stalinists voted to “discourage”

- the distribution of these papers |

in front of the CIQ hall.

The passage of this resolu-
tion, did, not, discourage_either
the - distributors of.the papers
from appearing on the street

in front of the.hall, nor did it .

discourage the’ rank and file.
and non-Stalinist CIO members
from taking copies of the pa-
pers. that were offered to
them,

MEANING OF
“DfSCOURAGE”
Last-week the Stalinists show-

ed what. thpy ~meant.by the word.

“discourage.” Organizing a band
of twenty men, they attacked
two gir's holding THE - MILI-
TANT and Labor. Action, took
‘their papers away from them,
tore.them up and took the pieces

away vnth them, to remove all
evidence of. the attack and the
reason for it.

To show.that they were in
earnest, they also seized two men
with the girls, and severely beat
one of them up. Then these de-
fenders of demoecratic rights fo
Earl Browder went back into the
CIO hm]dmg.

* But not. even this brutal at-
tack secured the results that they
wanted. The  distributors of ‘the
papers came back again, and
whi'e, av01d1ng any . provocative
moves to create ‘trouble, it was
made clear to the Stalinists that
they would - not- be;. “able to get
away so easily with hoodlum at-
tacks in the, future. The Stalin-
ists.— who are brave when they
tave odds of-five to one on their
side. — decided. to take -another
step, Whlch is reported in the
April 14 Daily. Worker.

They charge.that the distrib-
uters of 'the papers.haye been
“forcmg' the Quis]ing sheets .
into the hands of the CIO mem-
bers.” This is their way of sta-
ting that none of their. tricks
have yet succeeded in conyine-
ing the CIO workers that there,

THE INSPIRING EXAMPLE
~ OF THOMAS J. WATSON

Dear Editor,

I've_been reading:about how some high-school girls in: a.
mid-west town have given up ndmg bigycles in order to.cave.
rubber. for the war; the members of. the mothers club in some
other place have promlsed to sacrifice thelr weekly card party
and save the paper on which the cards are printed; w_orl_(ers
are walking to their shops and saving the wear and- tear on
auto tires; and many unions have even promised to sacrifice
estabhshed week-ends and -holiday pay rates,

But all these people den't know the real meaning of the -
-word. sacrifice these days. Todays papers. tell how Thomas J.
Watson, president of the International Business M,achme Cor-
poration, is making the real sacrifice that puts all the others
in the shade. He has anthorized the board. of directors of. his.
company to cut his salary from whatever it was, and it was
plenty, to a measly $9,000 a week for the year 1941. Here is
a real man and a patriot. He refuses to do “business as usual”

during the war. With all the

plans for lower wages, higher

taxes and longer hours, Watson steps forward to set an example

for the entire country.

I am inspired. Let every one of us become a Watson. T will

ask my union to pass a.resolution and send it to the company
promising to do our best to become Watsons. I will write to all
my friends and ask them to write to their friends so that we
can start a real movement to Watsonize America. In these ter-
rible days, when everyone is asked to give up this and told to
give up that, when little by little everything is being taken
away from us, we can turn with new hope. to the example of

Thomas I. ‘Watson.

If we must sacrifice to pay more taxes, to work for less
money, to do without necessities, to work harder, to eat less,
to sleen less, to walk more, to talk less, to cry less, to~buy
less, to save more, to crave less, let us do so with the thought
that Watson too has sacrificed. Let’s he a Watson and bear it.

Yours sincerely,

M. ALVIN.

eme fo
ilitant’

(Continued from page 1)

is . anything. wrong. with . their
_accepting and reading these
Papem-

A S'lfRﬁW MAN
"The :Stalinjst-dominated execu-

“the , papers.are not. official or-
gans of the CIO”! Nobody has:
ever. pretended that they were—
but the Stalinists hope.that.the
introduction of this issue by them
will confuse the question in the
minds of many of the non-Stalin-
ist. de’egates and thus make it
easier. for the Stalinists to put
over ‘their dirty moves.

It was then decided, once this
issue had been lalsed
sign will be placed: at. the'. en-
trance expressing the CIO’s op-
‘position to the newspapers. . .

“The CIO sound truck, will

also be used on meeting nights
to inform those coming into.the
building that the ’I&'otskylte
papers are opposed by.. the_
council and a letter. is bejng_..
sent to all affiliated locats ask-
ing that they take. simi]ar._. ac-
tion.”

But the Stalinists, are_not. g0o-.
ing to take any chances, they are.

publicity ~campaign to achieve
their purposes.

BOXES AND MONITORS

They know the non-Sta’inist
workers have not paid much at-
tention to their slanders before.
Consequently, as the Daily Work-
er reports:

“Boxes will also be placed;;
in the corridors of the buildings
and monitors will stand. by
them urging that all delegates
deposit the unwelcome material
in them.”

In this way the Stalinists hope.

individua: CIO members and to
intimidate them — by. threats to
call them sympathizers of -“fifth
columnists” — into. not . aceept-
ing the paper, :
Whether. this Stalinist scheme

what they want, will work any
better than thoso employed in
the past remains to be seen.

At any, rate, it is already..
clear that the S}ahmsts are
willing to spend as much time
and energy attacking the rigﬂt
of free f-',peech and free press
as- they aresspending to pre-
vent strikes and to speed up
the workers.

tma boa,rd brought out a new.
resolutw'n, _this ofe’ states that.

|| serions opposition

“that a

not going to depend even on this

i for, surrendering
to exert greater pressure on the,

to prevent workers from readmg_,

Detroit Dodge. local, numbering

representing 15,000 auto workers;
and .delegatés speaking for thou-
gands of members of Murray Bo-
dy, Bell Ajrcraft, the big West
Side_ Daetroit local, ‘and . many
other lmportant sentlons _of . the
union

"The Executive Board members
appar ently expected to  push
through their program. without
liberately issued the call to the
conference at the last minute so
that most of the delegates had
to be appointed and not elected.
One week's notice. wag given,
which did not permit any proper
dlscu%sion of the issues in_ the
locals. The delegates included 150
paid- organizers who were told
by Thomas “either go along .with
us or. hand.in.your. resignations.”

But the response to the spéech
of :Louis Ciceon'e. of.Local
216, Los Angeles, who struck the

key-note for the opposit}on, indi-
rated. that.the leadership. was.fac-
ing a. re_a_I fight.

“We. have a fight-to win right
here at home," Cic"one _pojnt-
ed.out. “You ask uys .to sacri-
fice. and. promise. in return to.
take the proﬂieer{ng out of .war,
on ‘the West.Coast .we have de-
clared .our. willlngneas to work
fo}- just living expensges if the
managément . gives up. profits.
But they won't give up any .of
their profits. Step by step. you
are sacrificing labor’s haslc
rights. You have given up I.ha
right to strike. You're giving
up overtime pay. When will
the management start saerifle-
{tig? Every time we. make a
sacriﬂce. they ask for ‘mote.”

“STEP BY.STEP”

John McGill, leader of the dele-
gation from. thé powerful Filint.
Local 599, attatked the leaders
to government
pregsure. “‘our olgani?auon is
falling into.the handg of somieone
who hag no right foit, of hqme-
one be31des the tank and: ‘file
who built it

Exposing the hollowness. of the
leadet ship’s promises to fight fot
“gatrifices” by .the bosses MeGill
said: '

“The slogan of Victory

Through. Equality of Sacrifice
. sounds ‘fine, Bit it’s. nothmg,
but a fraud. Step by atep and

inch by inch the employers and

Congftless are. getting. back ev-

erything we have won. Let the

Trotsky’s Last Work
MANIFESTO OF THE
FOURTH INTERNATIONAL

’ on the
IMPERIALIST WAR
and the .
PROLETARIAN REVOLUTION
48 pages 5 cents per cop)
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X
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memnibers of the International

| Board come out and tell this
conference.what any single ma-
nufacturer has sacrificed . . .
give it to us in facts and fig-
ures. Where is the eguality of
sacrifices?”

A .great volley of applause
greeted MeGill's words; .

“It's the workers who ﬁght and
dia, not the emvloyers. Isn.t that
saecrifice enough? Let's be ¢lear
on.what, we're asked to give up.
Our Intelnational Board is pro-
‘posing a wage c¢ut. Should we
sacrifice wages while General Mo-
tors piles up hundreds of millions
in. profits?” MecGill declared his

20,000 members; Toledo delegatea_

ilitant

)ppose
abor Rig kt-'s And S an

suppert for the war, but neverthe-
less denied that Hitlerism could
be defeated b} wiplng out labors
rights and gains.

In addition. to Giccone and Me-
Gill, others who made militant
speeches were William Hill, pres-
ident of Detroit. Dodge local Ar-
thur . Shipley, of the, same local
Lloyd -Jones, presidont of Det\'oit
Murray Body local; Michael Man-
ning, president, and Chester Mul-
ins, of Detroit West Side. local,
Walter Reuther’s home looal Ar-
thur Case, Flint Buick Local;
Ne'lie Goff, FlintAC Spark Plug:
J. P. Maturski, vice-president of,
Buifalo Belle Aircraft local; Paul
Steffes, Milwaukee Local 75; Tho-
mas Burke and Richard Gosser,
Toledo Local 12; and John Bar-
nes of Pontiac. )

TOP LEADERS

ARGUMENTS.

Contrasted to the fighting words
of these delegates, the speeches
of the national officers were per-
meated with fear and defeatism.

Secretary-Treasurer George Ad-
de:. who in the past has posed
as a militant, gave a typical ex-
prassion of the leaders’ attitude.

“You will get limitations of
overtime pay whether you like it
or_not. Your friends in Wash-
ington have. deserted You You
can’t stop Congress’ now.” He pro-
posed nothlng but to turn tail and
TN,

In aLtempt_ing to answer the
question why the workers must
sacrificeé. now, while manage-
meént . will: be_ asked. to sacrifce
later, Addes admitted the frau-

dvlent motivation for the
“Equality . of Sacrifice” pro-
posals.

"“Why do.we have to make sac-
rlﬁoes in advance of management ?
Because employers generally do
ot belleve in. democracy. ~Most
of them would be victorious if
the A).is won the war because
they . can function. just as wetl
under a. dictatorship . . . Some,
like Standard Oil, have made
deals with tHe Axis.power . ..and
vet'some of you delegates are ask-
ing that we wait ‘until these busi-
ness men make sicrifices.”

This, in effect, was an admis-
sion’ that the Executite Board’s

+| poliey is an attempt to “appease’

taseist-minded monopolists who
will: nevertheless continue their
war against labor.

MANAGEMENT-LABOR
COMMITTEE DEBATE .

The second .day of -the confer-
ence was spent in debate over
Nelson's propesed management-
labor committees. :

Attempting to answer the argu-
ment that this was a disguised
speedup plan, the UAW officers.
led by Walter Reuther, asserted
that it was intended to give the
workers. a’ voice: 1n production
planning,

“A delegate rose. and read from
the text of.the union’s program
itself,. which: proved the speedur
purpose of the management-labor
committees. The program states:
“We commit ourselves to the in
crease of production of all war
materials ... both by collective and

Cop Murders
AlabamaNegro
[n Gold Blood

A Negro steel worker was shot
to.death. in.cold blood by a city

cop in Birmingham, Ala., last
week.

Henry, Matthewa the.victim,
was crossing. the street-when a.
cop, C. W Hophms, asked. him if
he was drunk, Matthews answer-
ed that he was not drunk, and the
cop began to strike him.

Matthews. tried to cover ups
and the cop drew his gun and
fired. Matthews fell wounded to

the ground and, the cop, standine
over. him, fired four more shots
at his back. -
The Negro people in this coun-
try are told that there is a “war
for democracy” going on, and
that ag a result they must forget
about their struggle against Jim
Crowism. and for. equality.

But the enemies of the Negro

people will not. let. them. forget
about it — they. continue to in-
sult, suppress, diseriminate, segre-
gate, murder. In fact, these at-
tacks on the Negro people have
1ncreased since. Pearl Harbor,

They are proof that the Negro
people must coutinue the strug-
gle for, equality . and- democratic

rights ih war.time.as much as in.

peace. Otherwise, when the, war.
is over, they will find themselves
with less rights than they had
before the war..
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individual effort.”” Such a speed-
up was opposed by the, militants
as a batlayal of the over 150,000
auto workers now out of work.

Reuther's claim that the Nel-
son plan was the same as the
Murray Council. plan was . ex,
' posed by. SBVB‘IZI,I delegates who
" pointed out that the joint-com.
mittees under Nelson's plap._
have. ng power to. enforce pro-
duction de"isions It. was re-
lated that in some. companies
where the labormanagement
Lommittees are already set up,
the management “permits” the
workers to put ideas into a
“suggestion box,” which the
management alone assumes the
right to accept on reject. The
Murray. plan proposes to give
the joint management-labor-
government councils actual
power to regulate production.

The majority. of delegates-fingl-
ly were._ mduced to vote for: this
speedup. plan by the same _argu-
ment used to put over the holi-
day pay cut. R.'J. 'l‘homa.s stated
that it was_the, emqllolt mquest
of Roosevelt ~that the, plan be
adopted. “Are you going to let
down, our Cominander- in-ChIef""
Thomas shoutod

The same 160, militant delggates
voted agalnst the " management-
labor committee speedup plan

COND_EMN: WLB’'s
“SHORTCOMINGS"

A most significant action of the
conference. was the unanimous
endorsement of a rcaolution con-
talning a_ sharp condemnation of
set‘ious slmrtcomings of, the.
Wat Laboy . Board. 'i‘lle resent-

ment. i‘elt by all union membola_

at the run- around they are. get-
ting. from the WLB compelled the
union leaders themselveg to. intro-
duce this. reso]utlon

Thig. reaolutlon as worded, hy-

the leaders was. a plea to 1he gov-
prnmen and WLB {o start taking

some speedy action on the griev-

atces, and demanﬂs of the work-
ers before “discontent and un-
rest” . over-ride the leadels no-
strike pledges.

Bedanse ‘the’ WLB:is delaving
decis:ons. and is refusing. to ae-
cept cases growing out of the
firing of workers for union activ-
ities, the workers are “virtually
being driven into strike aection
against thelr wishes,” the resolu-
tion stated. It also charged that
the corporations are taking ad-
vantage of the ne-strike policy to
undermine the unions¥and ignore
their demands.

The specific proposals of the
regclution served, however, to dis-
guise rather than reveal the true
character of the WLB. These

proposals dealt entirely with fac-’

| of their followers.

tors of inadequate organization,
suggestiug meloly cxtension of
the board Tmeéhanism into reglon-
sl boards and other methods of
expediting the handling of. de-
mands and grievances. Such
changos, however, would not alter
the. fundamentsjly - pro-employer

--chatac].m of the WLB; which was

purposely set up, ‘as &, device to
divert the Wml{ers domands into
a bottomless swamp of mediation
and.arbitration. : ¥

A, POLITICAL ISSUE

What was brought out most
clearly by the debate and deci
sions at this conference is that
the immediate problems of the aufc
workers can no. longer be met
merely "on an, ordinary trade un-
ion level. The auto workers face
not only the individual employer
or corporation, they are confront
ed by the opposition of the. en-
tire governmental appa.ratus Ev-

ery issue Is forced :onto. .the pol- |

itical arena, The questions of holi-
day pay and speedup were posed
by the Internafional Boald noi,
on lhelr merits,. hut on, the baslrs
of political support or opposition
to, Roosevelt.

The emergence of the opposi-
tion at this.conference was, the
herald of a mnew force arising
from the union ranks. The inter-
national Board, despite its long
record of cligue fights, lined up
solidly against the militant rank.
and-file.  As a result, the old
Board factions are losing many
The newly-
forming opposition. is drawn from
both the Reuther and Addes cau-
cuses and. includes unionists .who
have long foughl: for -an honest
union program based entlrely. on
the interests of the workers. with-
out legg;ﬂ for_ 'porso_nai ambition,

C. P. DISCREDITED

The Communist Party, which
I'orme'lly attlac.ted many milit-
ants in search of leadership, is

now thoropghly diser edited in,
the auto union as a reault of
1ts unprinecipled clique tactics
and sharp shifts in policy. The
few Stallmsts left in any posi-
tzon in the. UAW cling to the
shirt-tails. of. the Executive

Board. When John Anderson

of Local 155, Detroit, urged the

delegates not to consider their
own conditions but to concen-

trate . on “fighting, the, fﬁyalgty

eved Japs,” the delog&tes who

remembered..a previous conven-’
tion speech of his against Brit-
ish.’ imperialism, hooted and
Jeered.

As the war progresses, the em-
ployersrand government will de-
mangd more and more concessions
from labor. The needs of the
workers. will come more and more

Stalinist ‘Reincarnated’

Pat Sullivan was a militant Canadian union organizer. He
was president -of. the Canadian Seamen’s Union. He was also
a devoted Stalinist. Thus, when the war broke out in September,
1939 ‘and’ Stalin signed his pact with Hitler, Pat Suliivan op-
posed. the imperialist war. He continued to organize the work-
ers and urge them to fight for better conditions.

For this, _the ‘Canadian govomment promptly clapped Sulli-
van into a concentration camp, where he remained for 21 months.

It is not known on what precise date Sullivan finally saw
the light. It'is be'ieved, however, that very shortly following
the date of June 22, 1941, the day Hitler began his invasion of
the Soviet Union, a sudden vision arose before Sullivan,

From. that moment, he was, as it were, transfixed and trans-
formed. Passing once more through the gates of the concentra-
tion. camp, this time on his way out, Sullivan summed up the
spiritual transformation. which 21 months in a concentration

camp and a. change of party line can achieve:

“Bygones are

bygones. - We step out, reincarnated, to do.all in our power. to

win the war against Hitler”

| Defense of 18

into conflict with the capitulatory
nolloias of the union leodels_

" For 'militant leadership, the
workers are now compelled -to de-
velop new . leaders. out. of, the
ranks. Thp first sign of this new
leadership was evidenced Dy the
opposniou at the auto cunferenco,
whose stand msphed ot only I‘ ;
huto workers but large sections.
of the American labor. movemem,

_DE\‘IOCR,ATIC TRADITIQNo

The fact that this cou‘i’mence
was called at all is pl.oof that the
auto union leadership is compel-
led to respect the will of the rank-
and-file, if only in a formal fash-
ion. The traditional UAW de-
mocracy prevailed at this confer-
ence, showing that the wunion
ranks still retain the decisive
voice, That means that the union
members will fight to prevent the
international - Board' from. -bure-
cratlea]lvﬁ stlflmg the oppositlon.

Although the majority of, del‘
egates submitted to the de-
mands of Roosevelt at this con-
ference, they still demonstrated
that. the}' are not mette hand-'
raisers for the union leaders.
For instance, when the Execu-
tive Board .appealed for a. spe-
elal $50,000 fund to campaign
for thelr “equality of sacrifice”.
program, the delegates Tflatly
turned- the request down.

The manner In which the UAW
members jealously guard their de-
mocratic union rights reveals the
innate vitality and militancy
among the auto workers. Such a’
spirit . must inevitably respond to
the appeal -of the opposition.

The coming UAW convention. in.
Chicago next August will wltnoss
a heightening of the conﬂict that.
made
weeli in Detroit.

The outbreak of the war last
Dec.. resulted ina temporary par-
alysis of the union movement un-
der the guidance of the present
leadership. The events at the
UAW conferencc presage the re-
birth of a militancy which wlll
rally the American workers to
battle in their own interests and
call a halt to retreats.

More Unions Give
Funds to.Support

The Civil nghts_Defense Com-=
mittee this week announced the
receipt of further union financial
contributions to aid in the appeal

against the conviction of the 18,

Socialist Workers Party and CIO
members in the
Smith “Gag"” Act trial.

The contributing unions. and,

the amounts of their donations
are as follows:

Gas, By-Products
Workers Local 12065, United Mino,
Workers, CIO, District 50 Edgs.
water, N. J.; $50.

Bell Air oraft Loecal 501, Uniteli

Automobile Workers, CIO, Buf-
falo, N. $25.
Unltod Rubbm_‘_ Workers, CIO,

Local 69, Trenton, N. J.; $10.

Amalgamated Lithographers Un-
fon,’ AFL, *Local 1, New York Ci-
ty, $10.

The CRDC, which is the organ-
ization authorized by ‘the Minne-
apolis defendants to organize pub-
lic support on their behalf, has
national headquarters at 160
Fifth Avenue, New York  City.
The CRDC ur ges all unions and
progressive groups to give the
fullest ﬁnanclal and moral aid. in
this case.

Fora. Rising Scale of-
Waaes; to Meet
' Rising Prices.

!
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KNOX ATTACKS UNION
OF RADIO SHIP MEN

Over 100 members and. officers of the Americap. Commu-
nications Association, a CIO union of ship radio operators an
technicians, have been ousted from their jobs on United States

vessels by order of Secretary of the N'wy Knox, in a moyve to '
‘smash the union. A blanket chargc of “un-American activities”
was placed against the fired un-2

fonists.

Outstandlng vietim of the purge
is Murra‘y Wlnocur. vice-president.
of the unlon, who was a radio
operator on a government oil-
tanker.

The action agalnst the ACA has
been taken under a federal sta-

tute giving the Navy Secretary

authority “to provide additional
safeguard to the radio communi-
cations service. of ships of, the
United States in the interest of
national defense and for other
purposes.”

Union officials charged
Navy Department with "anti«un-
fon, anti- democratlc bias" and. re-
ported, that before ‘they were
fired the union men. Were Ccross-
examlned ag foilowa

"Are you active in the unjon?
Do you belong te any. commun!st
organlza.tion" Are _you aware that
the ACA 1is a communisf organ-
1zation" What is your. political
philosophy" What countries do
you think should. be aliied with

the,

the U. 8. in this war? What is
the connection between the. ACA
and the National Maritime Un-,
fons? If ordered by the union to
commit an act against the sa.tety
of the ship, would you obey,. the
order? What did you thinli of the
war._ in Spain — did you take
sides?” '

The ACA leaders are under
Stalinist influence and . are voel-
ferous suppol ters of tlie wal The
Daily Werker, April 4, comp!ained
editorially = that * “Winocur’s dis;
missal is partwu!m ly ironic since
he is the author of the ACA ‘Anti-
‘Espionage Plan’ . . . partially put
into effect by the govarnment "

The government attack on the
ACA is part of N general anti-un-

fon policy. The CIO United Fed-_

eral Wprkers ‘has been protest—
ing. for months against the ﬂrlng
of its members emnloyed in gov-
ernment’ jobs dnd is demanding
that “the FBI stop harassing‘ un-
ionists and progresslves in” the
Government service,” according io

a recent issue of the OIO News. '

i
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THE MILITANT

—THREE

Thé”
Negro Struggle

“a=== By Albert Parker =7

New Jim Crow Plans,
for the Navy

After Pearl Harbor, the demand. for the aboli-
tion of .Jim_ Crow, bars against: Negroes . in the
Navy .and Mermes, became louder and more in-
sistent than ever. Last week:. Seeretary “of, the
Navy. Knox announced a new. plan affeetmg ‘Ne-
groes in these branches o{ the armed. furees A.n
examination of this plan shows that it is not in-
tended to'do away with the inueh-denouneed ra-
cial dlseummatlon and segregation; ail that it'is
mtended to accomplish is to weaken and ellmm-
ate some of the criticism ‘that has been moused
Negroes will still be treated as “inferiors” and
the “war for democracy” will stiil be fought by
a Jim Crow armed force.

Up until now, Negroes were per mitted to serve
only as mess stewards and eoolcs in the Navy,
and,. not at all in the Mmmes After thls Tiew
plan goes into. effect — and it. will take some
time, — the foilowing ehanges 'mll be rnade'

Negroes will be, accepted as VOllJIltEElS for gen-
era] service in the “reserve eomponents" of the
Navy, the, Maune C()Ips and the Coast. Guard

Negro and white sailors and M:n ines will nol.
be mixed. A separate Negro outflt ‘will be set
up .in the Marines, under white. ofﬁcers. A;l-
Negro crews, under white ofﬁcers, will he placed
on small boats and assigned to “marltime activ-
ities around, shore establishments™ and “in .. nayy
yards”; those who are skilled workers w1ll be
employed in. “construet.lon crews and eompames
(faney names for labor battalions) ‘and they may
be emplqyed in developmg bases outsade of the
U. 8. eontlnentﬂl limits,

Negxoes w1ll be eligible for promotion as pet-
ty officers (non- eomnuss\oned} but not ag com-
m:ssmned ofﬁeers, because, aeeording' to Knox,
it takes many years to tram men as commls-
sioned officers.

If enough Negroes rush in. to volunteer ror
this Jim Crow set-up, the Secretary of the Navy
may assign some of them to serve on.a .destroyer.
or two,

The whole plan will begin as soon as the Navy
can establish “a suitable training station,” that
is, 'a Jim Crow. training station. Meanwhile, re-
cruiting for service as messmen will continue

without change.

Lip Service by Knox

Add this all up, and, what does it equal? Knox
and the admihistration have pald some formal
recognition to the 1dLa that Negroes should have
the r:.ght to .serve in all branches of the armed
seryices, But puttmg some Negrocs on, small
boats awund the shores and in the nsvy yards
or sendmg them as labor battalions to other coun-
tries does not at ail change the fact that Negroes
will still be segregated and disecriminated against
only because of their color!

The National Association for the Advancement
of Colored People was qulck to cail Knox to order
on his alibi for barring Neg1 oes from serving as
commissioned officers even in the segregat.ed set-
up because it takes “years to train officers.” It
pomted out that “at present the Navy is taking
men off college campuses and out of ewman
life daily and is giving them intensive tramlng‘
so that they can become commissioned officers.
One such class was graduated recently from &
training ship in the Hudson River.”

If this can be done with whites, obviously it
can be done with Negroes too, The fact that _
Knox does not intend to do this is proof that he
doesn’t want to. Knox said of his whole plan'
“We are going into this in a cordial spirit of.
experlmentatlon that will produce the least pos-
sible_difficuities.” What he meant was that he
was golng to pay a little llp-ser\uce to all the
antl Jim, Crow agitation while at the same time
mak:ng the least possible eoneesswns to the idea.
of Negro and white equality:

“Progress’’ -- and. Some History.
The New York Herald-Tribune called. this step
an innovation and. other papers hailed it as.
unprecedented, ete. Some groups have admitted
its limitations, but say, “Well, it is not perfect,
but anyhow it's a step forward.” This is a
completely false way of looking at the matter.

For it overlooks the fact that only 2b years
ago, during the first world war, Negroes were
accepted into the Navy on exactly the same basis
as whites, and were not segregated. Of course,
they did not have full equality even then, but
at least they were allowed in the same crews as
white .sailors, and had the same formal right to
become. officers, ete. Then, 20 years ago, in 1922,
after the war had been won, an order was issued.
barring Negroes from any service except in. the
messman _branch.

In other words, Negroes in the middle of the
second “war to save democracy” are worse off
so far.as discrimination in the Navy goes than
their fathers were at the beginning of.the. first
“war to save democracy.”

Anybody who calls this a step forward is
in the same position as the man who was earn-
ing $30 a. week, and then got cut to $20 for.
domg the same work, and now is happy because
he is “rmsed_’,’ to $22-a week:

The _only reason Knox offered this new plan
was to “satisfy” the Negro people. that they
have something to fight for, that after the war
they will secure greater rights. But it will not
achieve that effect; advanced Negroes will - rec-
ognize it only as an attempl: to avold giving.
them. genuine, equality. in. the armed. forces; theyE

will. never. believe that democracy can. be. pre-

served or extended by a_ Jim.Crow, armed force.
They_ together with all class-conscious. workers
must, continue, the struggle for. democraticyrights

in the armed forces and the abolition.of all forms.

of military Jim Crowism.

Own Agency Is Aidin

Further e\'1dence relalmg
Farbenindustrie conspn‘acy wh

vestigating ‘Committee last weel
Commerce and head 'of the gov-2
ernment's Defense Plants Corpor-
ation. '

Jones substantiated previous
government evidence when he ad-
mitted Standard Oil sought to
prevent development of an Amer-
ican synthetic rubber industry in
conformity with its patent-pooling
deal with I. G. This was part of
an agreement to divide between
them. world ‘control of the-'chem-
lcal and peno]eum industl 1es and
markets.

“The testimony of Jones gave
the lie to the statements of W. S.
Farish and Frank Howard, presi-
dent and vlee presldent lespectiv-
ely of the 2 billion dollar Stand-
ard 0il of N. J. who, a week be-
fore had ela.imed to the Truman
Committee  that Standa:d had
given the government “ftull in-
formation” about its vital hutyl
rubber process and that its con-
spiracy with the German chemical
trust was in the “interests of the
United States.”

Jones admltted that Standard
had, “not encouraged any-of us
in the belief that butyl rubber
was a success, “Standard had re-
fused to release its patents even
after Pearl Harbor, although it
gave them to the Nazis in 1918.
While blaming Standard for the
rubber shortage which 1is erippl-
ing Amerlesn war production,
Jones was forced in effect to ad-
mit his own complicity. His own
agency is continuing to aid Stand-
ard in‘retaining its monopoly on
butyl rubber, acknowle(!ged to be
the “cheapest and best” form of
synthetie rubber.

GOVERNMENT AIDS :
STANDARD'S MONOPOLY

Jones revealed that under the
governmenti’s new program for ex-
pansion of the synthetic rubber
industry Standard 0il is the only
company which will produce butyl
rubber.

Only 60,000 tons of butyl will be
produced. The rest of the 700,000
tons of synthetic rubber planned
for the government's program
will be of the so-called buna type.
inferior to butyl and costing over
twice as much to produce.
Under the pressure of the rub-
ber corporations, the government
itgelf is restricting the production
of butyl rubber. The rubber cor-
porations don't want to engage in
butyl rubber production because,
despite the recent government
decree against Standard, after the
war the rubber companies would
have to pay a. stiff royalty to
Standard, whieh would put them
at al competitive diﬁadvantage l'n
addition, they would have to go
to Standard for the petroleum
derivative which is the Dhase of
butyl rubber.

Instead, the rubber corpora-
tions have compelled the govern-
ment to subsidize the pr oduction
of buna rubber. This is costlier
and inferior to butyl. But the
government is giving the rubber
corporatfons new plants and a
guaranteed market for buna rub-
ber. *

Jones spilled the beans about
Fltandald in an effort to cover
up his own share of responsibility
for the present rubber famine.

WHAT JONES, C_OULD

NOT EXPLAIN

But facts which Jones could not
explain away before the Truman
Committee were: 1, Why he op-
posed expansion of the svnthetic
ruhber industry until after the
fall of . Slngapom 2. Why Stand-
ard Oi] was the only company
given government contracts for
svntherio rubber plants prior to
the present disclosures. 3. Why
the Defense Plant Corporation of-
ficlals had originally agreed that
Standard should: receive large
royaltles on all synthetic rubber
produced by other companies un-
der the government program. 4.
Why Standard is still the only
company which will produce bu-
tyl rubber in government- financed
| plants.

Jones admitted that he had

%tanderd's patents, But he still

‘;tendard had the “know-how” on
the process — the

trust suit.

"'every imaginable difficulty” over

insisted that he thought it wasg
“all right” for Standard to get
exclusive control of the govern-
ment’s butylrubber plants because

“know-how”
presurably released to all compa-
nies by the government's anti-

Durlng Jones’ testimony it was
brought out that the nature of

Exposes Lies of Company Heads But Admits

g Standard Monopaly

to the Standard Oil-Nazi 1. G.
ich helped. to block America’s

synthetic rubber industry, was given to the Truman Senate In-

k _by Jesse Jones, bm.retary of

monopolies being strengthened at
the end of the war. He argued
that “I don’ think a man would
want a monopoly, because he
knows you can't have one now.

They're out of fashion.” But
Standard Oil, for ane doesn’t
think a synthetic rubber mono-

poly, “out of fashion,” as Jones'
own testimony showed.

‘One of thd most sensational as-
pects of Jones' {estimony was his
confirmation that the British' and
Dutch rubber interests also used
their influenced to get thé Ameri-
jean government mnot. to expand
synthetic rubbu production, He
testified that the - British-Dutech
international rubber committee,
acting with ‘the approval of their
governments, held up delivery of
natural rubber to the Umted
States “bet‘auee they didn't want
a stoekpﬂe" which would destroy
their high monopoly price on na-
tural rubber

BRITISH DUTCH INTERESTS
He admitted . that the Britisi.
‘and Dutch in 1939 and 1940 ship-
ped to Japan rubber they denied
the United States. “So even while
Japan was a member of the Axis
she was getting. rupher?”’ Jones
was asked. He replied “I guess
theéf (Brltlsh and Dubch) wemn’t
ma enough to stop it.”

As the seandal 'IbCll]t the rubber
shortage eontlnnes to unfold de-
o1als eorpot atlon “interests and
the c1p1tal1sts press to play it
down, it has beceme, apparent that
Stanﬂard Oil was ot alone in
blovking synthetie rubber moduc-
tion.

Corporations like General Elec-
tric and E, I. duPont, which were
secking to get an insu‘le t1aek on
synthetic 1uhber produetlon put
pressure on bta.ndaul not to re-
lease its patents to other compa-
nies. The big rubper cor "por ations
were makiug fantastic proﬁts
through their monopoly of the
fabrication of natural rubber and
feared the competition from de-
velopment of synthetic rubber.
Every group} for its own pur-
poses, sought to impede the de-
velopment of synthetic rubber
pr oduct:on, in this cofintry. The
agencies of the American, British
and Duteh governments were
manipulated by the conflicting in-
terests.

STANDARD’S CONSPIRACY
Complete documenlaty evidence
of Stancla.rds conspiracy wag in
the files of the Department of
Justlee for,at least.a year before
1t was brought to light on March
26. But only after the Far East
defeats, when the sources of na-
tural rubber were cut off, did the
gmemment initiate its anti-irust
suit 'against Standard and force
the formal release of its butyl rub-
bef patents. This. action was
taken at the behest of the rubber
corporations, which were compel-
led by events to move into the
synthetic rubber field and had to
block the competitive advantages
of /Standard, which controls the
best processes.

The special weapon which the
rubber corporations were able to
wield was Standard's link with
the Nazi interests. As the docu-
mentary evidence has proved,
Standard made an agreement
with I. G. Farben in order “to
be free from the competition of
the other and also from indepen-
dent competition.” Standard was
to have a. world, monopoly on pe-
troleum products, and synthetie
gasoline, outside of Germany. I

G. was to control the chemical
How the “democracies”
paved the way for Hit-
ler’s coming to power.
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1 display a. well-founded uneasiness

the eontracts given Standard, as
well as the other companies,
would psrmit them to; buy up the
government -financed plants for a
song after the war, Jones denied
that this would lead to' the large » 2

Auspices:
*NEW YORK SCHOOL OF
-SOCIAL SCIENCE

'ﬁem' : .
They agreed to share their pat-
ents exclusively with one another.

including synthetic rubber.

In October 1939, Standard and
I.'G. made a further arrangement
providing that their cartel agree-
ment was to continue throughout
the war “whether or not the
United States came in’" When
American entry into the war ap-
peared imminent, Standard took
over I. G. Farben's portion of
their joint interests in this coun-
try, including the patents shared
between them, This was done to
prevent the government from tak-
ing over 1. G.'s holdings and pro-
fits.

A BASIC CONTRADICTION

* Standard s still maintaining
its arrangement with I. G. And
there are over 100 other such ar-
rangements . known to exist. be-
tween American monopolies and
German capitalist interests. If the
government. were to procede a-
gainst Standard on. this score, it
would also lmve to act against
virtual]y the whole of American
mo_nopoly capitalism.

In this is revealed a basic con-
tradiction of the capitalistic sys-
tem. American capitalism as a
whole is in mortal conflict with
QGerman capitalism. Yet the in-
dividual Amerlean monopoly in-
lerests seek to do business with
enemy interests when this aids
them in seeuring monopoly con-
trol on a world scale and against
their own domestic rivals.

1t is this eontradiction that is
reflected in the New York Times,
Apr:l 2, which seeks to w‘hitewash
Standard Oil throughout a
lengthy edltorlal and . then ends
up. noting that there is  “how-’
ever, one deeply distmhing as-
pect” ol’ Standards deallngs with
the Nazis. Tt chides the Stand-
ard officials “with their world-
wide sources of information’ and
their experience in international
affairs” who have continued their
collaboration .with I. G, when
they “were peculiarly well placed
to understand the implications for
the world of the Nazi program.”
The Tﬂnes does not dare to de-
velop to the end the impllcatmns
of this fact. For it would lay
bare a fundamental contradiction
of the very capitalist system
which the Times upholds.

The very monopoly corporations
which are runnning the war pro-
gram and making colossal profits
out of war production, when it
is to their interests continue to
traffic with the enemies of their
own government. In war as in
peace, they defend their profits
and monopoly advantages above
all else. In the name of “patriot-
ism,” they try to squeeze the
workers dry to pay for the war.
But their own “patriotism” is
only a hypocritical cover.for self-

itler

Rlcoa-Nazi Tie
Behind Lag In
Metals ﬂlllllllt

(Continued from page 1)

cartel agreement with I. G. will
continue, as well as its aluminum
and magnesium monopoly.

WHY ALCOA RESTRICTS
MAGNESIUM PRODUCTION

ALCOA’s monopoly control of
the magnesium patents has en-
abled it to limit production of
this vital war metal to 4,000 tons
a year, five percent of the war
needs. Magnesium is a lighter,
stronger and less expensive sub-
stitute for aluminum. Production
of magnesium on any extensive
scale might have forced down
the monopoaly price of aluminum.
ALCOA didn’t want that. So it
conspired with I. G. Farben to
permit I. G. to produce all the
aiuminum and magnesium it.de-
sired for Germany, if I. G. would
permit ALCOA to control the
aluminum and magnesium field in
America and throughout the rest
of the world.

One company only, Dow Chem-
jcal, was allowed to produce
magnesium in America. unde1 an
agr eement which eormpeiled Dow
to’ sell only to companies desig-
nated by ALCOA. This restrie.
tion of production has held up
the amanufacture of thousands of,
n1111tary aireraft and has contrib-
uted to the metals shortage
which is crippling American
production, '

As in the Standard Oil case,
the government has known about
ALCOA’s conspiracy for, a long
time. Over a year ago, ALCOA'
was indicted by & federal grand
jury for its conspiracy with I.
G. But not until this week —
over four months after Pearl
Harbor — did the government
dire ‘to finally * challenge ‘the
mighty ALCOA, and then only in
a weak, small voice. War or no
war, ALCOA refused to yield up
its patents, and. not until the
government was faced with a eri-
sis of war production did it re-
lnetantly take action. '

ALCOA’s patent-pool with I.
G. was only part of a general
agreement covering the alumin-
um field. Assistant Attorney-
General Arno'd has deseribed the
manner in which this agreement
came about:

HOW CONSPIRACY WORKED

“In 1931 there was a growing
world surplus of aluminum which
threatened to invade American
markets and disturb the monopoly
eontrol and the price structure
of the Aluminum Co. of Amer-
ica. So that company formed a
Canadian affiliate, calied Alum-
inum Ltd., thinking that in this
way it could escape the anti-
trust laws and could join with

interest.

‘stated that ALCOA had reasoned

other countries to prevent
threatened wor‘.d competltwn by
eliminating this ‘surplus.’

ALCOA and:its Canadian af-
filiate parceled off the world
market with the Fyench, British,
German and Swiss mte;ests The}r
formed a cartel, pooled their re-
sources, bought up all surpluses
and withheld them from the
market. Then . they drastically
limited all world produetlon and
fixed minimum world prices,

“The plan to keep up prices by
restricting world produetmn roil-
ed merrily aldng,” ‘says Arnold,

“until Hitler came to power. He |

had no pat:enee with any. limita-
tions on German produetlon but
he was delighted with the idea
of limiting production abroad

“And so Hitler, in return for
permission to’ produce unlimited
quantities at home, promised that
he would not increase his exports
and thus disturb the world prices
which the cartels were frying to
maintain.” '

BLOCKED EXPANSION
OF ALUMINUM TOO

Tor almost a year and a half,
during 1940° and 1941, ALCOA
sought to. protect.its aluminum
monopoly by blocking any gov-
érnment : plans .for, expansion  of
the aluminum, mdustly The OPM
officials cited 'ALCOA’s optimis-
tic — that ‘is, lying — figures
about. the_ adequacy of. existing
aluminum, facilities, and. refused
to order additional plants. Last
fall, it was “dlseoverecl"' that AL-
COA’s Tacilities weré able to pro-
vide only 25 per cent of the war
needs — if all consumer produc-
tion were cut out.

The Truman committee, in its
June 26, 1941 report, was forced
to conclide “that ALCOA had
convinced OPM of the adequacy
of the supply. (of ‘aluminum) in
ordel to avoid the possibility that
anyone else Wo‘uld go into a_field
which ~ they. ‘had for so many
years successfully monopohzed i

"Also, the Truman committee

“that it would be favorably treat-
ed by the government, in' order
to insure an a(lequate supply for
defense purposes.” And it has
been treated favorably!

Government anti-trust suits
were instituted against ALCOA
in 1912, 1924, 1928 and 1930. It
beat them all. In 1937, another
suit was filed by Roosevelt’s
“New Deai” admmrstratlon Over
four years later, in October 1941,
the case ended when Federal
Judge F. G. Caffey gave ALCOA
one of the slickest judicial white-
washjngs on record.

THE. MILITANT of Feb. 15,
1941, describing in detail the AL-
COA- G. Farben conspiracy,
wrote that “one thing we ‘can be
certain of, ALCOA is not too
worried by the present indietment
brought against it . . , the gov-
ernment will continue, as in the
past, to lay cash on the line for
ALCOA for every ounce of alu-
minum it uses in its war prepara-
tions, from field kitchen equip-
ment to flying fortresses.”

the aluminum monopolies of

That statement still goes!

By. LYDIA

displaying its “total” character
rapid inductioh of men into th
momentous “problem for the ruli

country. The solution of
problem suggests itself:
women into basic industry.
The full implication of this new
and conscious involvement ° of
great numbers of women in the.
vital branches of capitalist manu-
! facture is not as yet clear either
to the working class or to the
capitalists. The latter, however,

draw

at the prospect of having to cope
with a vast new -mass of “undjs-
ciplined” workers who are being
taken into vital sections of Amer-
jean economy only to be shoved
out and replaced. if and when
the male population is returned
to its usual industrial life.

The problems of war produc-
tion have called forth all sorts
of institutions for hastening and
organizing the induction of wom-
en into industry. The TUnited
States Department of Labor has
conducted extensive investiga-
tions on the speed with which
women can bg trained to replace
men and those firms receiving war
orders have been prevailed upon
to emphasize the hiring of women.

A survey of the aircraft indus-
try indicates that 75%. of the op-
erations involved can be perform-
ed by women, and.every large air-
eraft plant is moying toward. the
replacement. of male by female la-
bor. The Ford Willow Run hom-
ber plant, for instance, has al-

en and. reports an ultimate. 100,
000 jobs. for female labor in this
plant alone. The government

The war inio which the United States has entered is already

a balance between the military and industrial personnel of the
that ® ~

ready hired.-at least 15,000 wom- |

‘Woman’s Place’ --It’s
In The Factories Now

BEIDEL ®

with respect to women. The
e armed forces has. created a
ing class — that of achieving

aireraft workers are now women.
In another of the vital war in-
dustries, small arms manufacture,
American industry looks to Wales
as a model; there, 80% of the
working force is female.

Diligent researchers have dis-
covered that there is almost no
field of industry into which
women cannot be d1swn while
malnqmmng the regdlar rate and
quality of production, and that
the replacement of men can ex-
tend from the least skilled oper-
ations of the mass produetlon in-
dustries to the most highly skilled
techniques — biue-print readine.
shop. mathematics, speeds and
needs of cutting, tools, use of scale
and micrometers, tadio physics,
industrial chemistry, ete.

Indeed, it has been discovered
that for some types of work,
women are far better than men:
such, for example, as drill press
operation, winding coils and ar-
matures, taping, painting, etc.
where the painstaking, tedious
work requires great patience and
finger dexterity. .

Training schocls have been op-
ened for women to hasten their
entry into industry and confer-
ences have been held between
government representetives and
the plants recel\nng War ‘appro-
priations to insure an increased
proportion of women employees.

“Most important for our consid-
eration are those types of employ:
ment which can ‘use unskilled
workers in great numbers and
which therefore will result in the

looks to England as a standard

.

in this industry, where 40-50%; of

1)ro_letaria.t—unskilled_, poorly-
paid, insecure.

The change in the composition
of the working class of the United
States as a result of this process
holds plenty of headaches for
those sections of the capitalist
class endowed with, the power to
see one step ahead of toda.ys pro-
fits. The féar that the drawing of
women into vital industry — in
other words, the proletarianiza-
tion of women—is a move which
cannot be unmade, and which will
create a mnew kind of female,
gnaws at the ‘subconscious mind.
of those up above.

Great. slabs of propaganda are
being. handed. out to put women
in the right frame of mind. Wom-
en, according to this Hne of flat-
tery, have moved “from the sec-
ond" line of defense workers
to the fromt line”” Women
are being admonished to remem-
ber that their. first, duty is to
“gease reacting emotionally”
(read, “cease making demands for
a better living") and to assume
seriously the task of “guarding,
the advantages of our democratic
system of society.” In this con-
nection it is interesting to note
that the women of England who
make demands for improved con-

“not taking seriously the respon-
sibilities as well as the advant-
ages of democracy.”

There ig no better guarantee for
the maintenance of real democ-
racy than_ the development of a
cless-consclous female section of
the proletariat.
a symptom of the dying past, will

bonds of social oppression which
have kept the masses of women
prisoners in the narrow limits of

ditions are soundly abused for

This war, itself

be an instrument for breaking the

 The Dilemma Of
The Capitalist
Class Of India

S By A. ROLAND

A Blow to British Cabinet
The British have suffered a heavy blow in the
' yefusal of the Indian Congress Party to accepb

| the British War Cabinet. plan. The extent of the

blow may be judged by the fact that not even
the “left socialist” lawyer Cripps, that profes-.
siona_l “f:*ien.d: of India,” could sell the Church-
i:l gold;briek: E;ven._ the Hindu bourgeoisie was
compelled to reject an obvious fraud.

The Indian Congress Party is careful not to
burn all its bridges, however. That party repre-
sents the capitalist class of India, who know very
well that they dare not set the Hindu masses in
motion against British imperialism. The op-
pressed masses would act in their own interests
and would attempt to throw off their backs not
only the foreign but the native exploiters as
well, The Nehrus and Azads would like to see
the' end of the rule of the totalitarian Indian
pnnces who are kept in the saddle in their many
small states by the Bnt1sh Ra] ‘But the Indian
Congless leaders depend on the English rulers
only to a lesser degree than the princes. For
these leaders are the direct spokesmen for the
native factory owners and the native sharchold-
els of Brmsh finance.

The Fear of Being Drscredued

The British m:scaleulated the requlrements of
so critical a momgnt as the present one. They
oﬂ'ered the Indian bourgeolme entirely too little
for so much. They were asking the Hindu lead-
ers to sell the war to the Indian masses, That
is no mean task, as anyone knows who has the
faintest.idéa of the conditions imposed on those
many-millioned lowly sons and daughters of In-
dia,, Actually what the Enghsh desired was some
gesture on the p'\rt of the Hindu and Moslem
upper class that would tend to render the masses
at least passive for the duration, and not active-
ly hostile. Certainly the Nehrus, who have them-.
selves seen the inside of: the English jails, do
have some idea of Indian conditions and of the
smoldering, hatred of the Enghsh deeply” embed-
ded in the hearts of their downtrodden country-
men.

That is why the Congress Party rejected the
proposals. It was not that they looked the gift
horse in the mouth and saw its ugly teeth, It
was due rather to.the knowledge that acceptance
would have discredited them completely among
the masses. The fraud was so palpable and ob-
vious that the masses nught well have constitu-
ted . a new and independent movement  directed.
against both the English and their native allies.
The risk they might thus take, and the imminent
danger to the English rule over India, warranted
a much higher price. The English, of course,
fear the higher price — native rule — as much
as they fear the Japanese invasion,

- We mentioned that the Indian Congress did
not burn all its bridges. It was most fr1endl§
and polite to the English overlord. It tried to
be as helpful as possible, short of giving in
completely. It offered to cooperate with the Eng-
lish in the defense of India. Its resclution speaks
of its desire to line up with the progressive for-
ces of the world, but as a free India. By a free
India the Congress meant a capitalist India. The
stress of further events may yet force the Eng-

* iish to make a much better offer.

Jinnah, leader of the Moslem party, got pretty
much what he wanted in the Churchill plan. He
was to be allowed to constitute a separate state,
if the Moslems so desired. But this open tool
of British imperialism was forced to wait for
his cue from the Congress Party. How could he
accept a plan, in reality his own plan, which
was yet rejected by the others? That would.
have labelied him too obviously as the tool that
he is, Had Congress accepted the plan, Jinnah
would also have accepted, particularly smce his
maste1 would have demanded it in that case,

Protection of Minorities

The English brazenly make the claim that
they, the masters, are anxious to preserve the
rights of the Moslem minority, to protect this
minority from oppression by the majority. The
Indian Congress propelly rejects this claim as
an attempt.to create dlsumty and to set up Irish
Ulsters in Incha. ‘But why couldn’t Congress
make these guarantees du‘eet]y in its own name
to the Mosl_e_ms 1n such a way ‘that its smeenty
the self- determmat\on of national minorities even
to the point of eomplete \secession. He was thus
" able to build the powerful Federation of Soviet
r States.

But that would mean the activizing of the
masses themselves. It would mean the widest.
extension of democracy and universal suffrage.
The Indian Congress feels rightly that it would
tread here on ground much too dangerous for its
own safety. Class rule can never tolegate com- .
plete, democracy, particularly not in this epoch. -

Meantime the problem of the war remains.: j
The Japanose must also take into account the
political situation in India. The Mikado would
undoubtedly like to march into India. But what:
wilj that invasion bring? If it brings the Hindu.
masses to their feet and -tends to set the teeming
millions. in, motion, the Japanese armies may
again experience the same thing they did in
Chma, The. Japanesé navy mlght serze some

T~he Hmdus would hardly ‘weleome them as I‘b-
erators. “The . Japanese Would, face the danger:
of b‘?mg swallowed up, b:,' the outbursts of an

ag:;anan revolut:on. The war is approachmg a,
stage where the colonial peoples may have some-
thmg to say. for themselves against both 1mpen—

crystallization of a large female

the Kkitchen.

ahst camps
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JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:

Military training of workers, financed

by the govemment, but under control

of the trade unions. Special officers’

_ training camps, financed by the gov-
- ernment but controlled by the trade
unions, to train workers to become
officers.

_Trade union wages for all workers
drafted into the army.

Full equality for Negroes in the armed
forces and the war industries—Down
with Jim Crowism everywhere.

- Confiscation of all war profits. Expro-
priation of all war industries and their
operatlon under workers’ control.
For a rising scale of wages to meet the
rising cost of living,

Workers Defense Guards against vig-
ilante and fascist attacks.

An Independent Labor Party based on
the Trade Unions.

A Workers’ and Farmers’
ment. k-

How To Get Friends
In Washington

No one at the United Aulomoblle Wiorkers
conference last week dared to defend on its merits
the dernand that the workers surrender the estab-
lished wage scale for week-end and holiday work.
No one upheld Roosevelt's statement that such a
surrender is needed in order to facilitate produc-
tion. ' )

Instead, the undon leaders argued only that if
the workers did not surrender this right, Congress
would take it away by anti-labor legislation. Ac-
cording to the union officialdom, the only choice
for the workers lay 'between the devil and the deep
blue sea.

“You will get limitation of overtime pay wheth-
er you like it or not,” said one UAW executive.
“Your friends in Washington have deserted you.
You can’t stop Congress now.” And another lead-
ing officer pleaded for the acceptance of Roose-
velt’s demands on the grounds that the workers
should not antagonize the “only friend” they pos-
sess in the Capitol.

These words from the mouths of the union lead-
“ers are a confession of their own bankruptcy. It
is a_confession that the politicians, for whose elec-
tion the union leaders went around campaigning,
have turned out to be not friends, but enemies
of labor. ’

But the union leaders do not admit that their
political policies have been wrong. They still
cling to the same concepts. Their complaint is

‘only that those who were always the agents of the
employing class have “deserted” labor.

The workers find themselves undefended and
friendless in Congress today because the union
leaders,. by opposing independent labor political
action, ‘have barred the way to election of genuine
spokesmen for the" workers.

1.

Govern-

, The result is that the union movement, the most

- powerful organized force in America, confronts a-
vicious Congressional anti-labor drive and has not
a single voice — not one — to defend its inter-
ests in Congress.

Surely this is conclusive proof of the complete
. falsity of the political policies of the union lead-
~ers, And surely it is proof as well that the work-
ers.will have a voice in Congress only after they
establish their own political party and elect 1o
office representatives directly from the ranks of
organized labor,

. More than ever, the workers need their own
independent labor party, based on the trade unions,
* which will carry their struggles into the political
arena. The policy of dependence upon employ-
ing-class politicians must be repudiated. The
workers must send to Washington tried and true
union fighters responsible to the union ranks. That
means that the labor movement must begin at once
to forge the weapon of an independent labor party.

The Fall Of Bataan

- In the final analysis, Bataan fell for the same
. reason that Malaya and the Dutch East Indies
fell: The failure to mobilize and arm the mil-
lions of native people to fight against the Jap-
anese invaders.

The Philippine Islands have 16,356,000 native
inhabitants. They have been under' American rule

for over 40 years. During these years, the United
States government had been planning for just
such an attack as has been made by Japan. The
defense of Bataan was conducted, in fact, along
lines planned 40 years ago.

From the more than 16,000,000 people in the
Philippines, a force of at least one million could
have been mobilized, trained and armed to fight
an invasion.

Why was this not done? Why was there only
a relative handful of specially-picked native troops
available for the defense of Bataan? For the same
reason that the imperialist rulers of the Dutch
East Indies, of Malaya and Burma, would not
train and arm the native peoples. They feared
the subject peoples as much, if not more, than they,
feared the rival imperialists.

For no subject colonial people loves and sup-
ports its foreign rulers; no foreign rulers ever
trust their subject people.

That, and that alone, is the reason why the
Filipinos were not armed.

The Filipinos, like all other subject peoples, do
not want to be the servants of any foreign mas-
ters. They have always fought to rule their own
destinies. The American capitalist press may
boast that the Filipinos have been better treated
than the Malayans, Burmese and Koreans. But
the Filipinos themselves by and large have shown
no eagerness to fight and die for the difference
between the old and new masters.

The Philippine people stand fundamentally in
the same relationship with their new rulers as with
the old. -

Up to now, the Japanese imperialists have had
a temporary advantage over the ruling imperialists
in Malaya, Burma, the East Indies and Philip-
pines. That is because all subject peoples tend to
hate their immediate oppressors more than they
fear the threat of new masters. But now Japan-
ese imperialism is becoming the immediate op-
pressor in the conquered colonies. It will receive
the hatred and resistance which up to now have
been directed primarily at the old rulers.

In order to win real freedom, the Philippine
people face the following basic tasks: "They
must conduct an uncompromising struggle for na-
tional independence against the Japanese and all
other foreign oppressors; 2. In this struggle, they
must unite with all other subject colonial peoples;
3. They must form an alliance with the working
people of the advanced countries in a joint strug-
gle for international socialism; for without the
aid ‘of the workers in the developed countries, the
Philippine people cannot be assured of permanent
emancipation.

When these tasks have been accomplished, Ba-
taan will fall again — to the Filipinos, to the
people to whom' Bataan belongs. And no foreign
ruling class — not Japanese, nor American, nor
any other — will be able to take it away from
them again.

Money For Union
Wages For Soldiers

The Senate bill to raise the soldiers’ base pay
from $30 a month to $42 does not settle the sol-
diers pay issue by a long shat.

Certainly no one can rightly claim that $42
month, or double that amount, is adequate pay for
men \\ho are going out to face misery and death,
particularly since many of these soldiers are forced
to send money home to help their dependents.

The pay increases advocated in Congress will
total an estimated $255,000,000 a year. The war
profits of any one of several big monopoly cor-
porations last year would meet this bill.

General Motors alone raked in enough profits

— after all taxes — to foot the entire cost of ‘

these pay increases,

The profits of Standard Qil, which has been
conspiring with the Nazis while American boys
are dying, made enough profits last year to cover
the whole amount of the proposed pay increases.

Yet there are corporation and fascist-minded ele-

‘ments, in and outside of Congress, who are trying

to stir up the soldiers against the workers by the
lie that the workers are living off the fat of the
land. Their reactionary agitation seeks to turn
the soldiers’ justified resentment against the low
level of their pay into hostility toward the labor

“movement, and thus to enforce low wage stand-

ards for both the workers and soldiers.

The one answer which the unions can give to
such vicious propaganda is to demand that the
soldiers receive pay equivalent to that obtained
by union workers — trade union wages.

Let no one argue that the money is not avail-
able to provide decent wages for the soldiers. The
hundreds of millions of dollars a yearin war prof-
its being carried by the big corporations show that
the money is there. Let those who are really con-
cerned about, the interests of the soldiers demand
the abolition of war profiteering and the use of the
money that would be saved by such a step to pay
trade union wages to the soldiers!

— - T ———
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‘| trolled by the British General

Communist Party of Germany.’

vicious:y attacks the German
workers and soldiers for being
the chief obstacle in the path of
realizing Hitler’s defeat,

Erwin pretends concern forrthe
German people and sheds a few
crocodile tears at their misery
produced by the war. He deplores
the “terrific losses. . . of wound-
ed and crippled. . , Never have
1 seen my peopie $o poorly clad
. . . there is no scap either for
washing or laundry use. . . no
vegetables, . . the Berlin mar-
kets present a sad picture of long
gueues of women waiting for
food. . .” Everyone knows that
war is hell. The German masses,
like the masses all over the
worid, are crying out for a pro-
gram by which they can end the
whole insane slaughter — includ-
ing the war on the German So-
viet front.

Biut Erwin, the 'German. lackey
of the Kremlin, has no program
for the masses; he is concerned
only with saving the reputation
of the Stalinist bureaucracy.
Lashing out against the German
workers and soldiers whom he
both needs and fears, he con-
demns their apathy and submis-
sion to the Nazi war against the
Soviet Union, “Attempts by our
comrades to hold mass . (protest)
meetings near factories met with
no success,” he compiains, and
adds venomously: “We {rusted
the wisdom and -class- conscious-
ness of the Berlin worker. But
subsequent events show that we
miscalculated; the. ., . cowardly

. . . philistine. . . capitulating
. . » Berlin worker wouid not
budge.”

STALINIST

RESPONSIBILITY

_“Why did the Berlin workers re-
fuse to. budge? Erwin, himself,
admits that they accepted the
war “reluctantly, like -an ox be-
ing led to slaughter.” He cannot
explain why, becausé his party is
in iarge part responsible for their
present submission and apathy.
The succession of Stalinist be-
trayals, climaxed by ‘the Stalin-
Hitler Pact, helped harness the
German people to Hitler's war
machine.

During the brief period of the
Stalin-Hitier Pact, when the Sta-
linists basked in the sun of Hit-

Denounces German Workers; Sees Hope In
Generals, Priests, Foreign Imperialists

By LARISSA REED
The contempt, hatred and fear of the Stalinist bureaucracy !
for the masses is sharply reflected in an article in the March,
1942 World Survey, written by K. Erwin,

tion of Victory to Bitter Sobering,”
tacking the Soviet -Union, Hitler has signed his own dealh war-
rant,” while in the next breath he ®— -

“a functionary of the
Entitled “From the Intoxica-
Erwin boasts that “by at-

the Anglo- Amewrican imperialist
bandits had hung the rope of
Versailles around the necks of
the German workers, and warned
that in_case of another German
defeat they would suffer a new
and worse Versai.les. This was
the same threat that Hitler used.
‘Today Erwin declares: “The
Nazis want to keep the German
people and the German army in
submission through fear of de-
feat. . . Goebbels tells them ‘We
will ali be hanged from one rope
in case of defeat'. . . they are
trying. to intimidate the workers
with a bogey of a new Versailles.”
Pretending surprise, he declares:
“The majority believed that the
sole path to peace was through
Germany's victory. I particular.y
stress this point for it formed
one of the greatest difficulties ir
our .work of carrying out the
slogan issued by the Central
Committee of our party, namely,
“Strike at Hitler from the Rear.’”
Unable to openly drag the Ger-
man - masses after him into the
embrace of the “United Nations,”
Erwin tries to achieve the same
ends by means of revolutionary
sounding = phrases, which are
nothing more than another Sta-
‘inist trap.

QUESTION OF SABOTAGE

He exposes this trap, however,
when he cills for sabotage as
the means by which to overthrow
Hitler. Denouncing “the petty-
bourgeois . prejudice among our
>wn working class on the question
of _sabotage,” Erwin urges the
GGérman people to cut themselves
to pieces, as well as their soldier
brothers at the front by depend-
ing on acts of sabotage and ter-
ror aione. Sabotage is only =
supplementary weapon for aid-
ing the struggle of the Red Ar-
my against the fascist war ma-
chine; it cannot be a substitute
for a revolutionary socialist pro-
gram which will arouse the Ger-
man people to throw off the Hit-
ler yoke.

Sabotage at the rear must have
as its essential political program
at the front — fraternization be-
tween the Russian and German
soldiers. The Stalinists, however,
aid Hitler' by opposing fraterniz-
ation and conducting the war
along nationalist lines, thereby

A Stalinist Discusses
Situation In Germany

widening the breach between the
workers and so.diers ‘of both
countries.

The reason is that the Stalin-
ists . fear, above everything else,
an independent and coordinated
struggle of the European work-
ing masses against all the impe-
rialist contenders for the en-
slavement of the masses. For
they know that this would be the
doom of the Stalinist bureaucra-
cy as well as of the fascists,

STALINISTS LOOK

FOR ALLIES

In line with this policy, Erwin
reaches out toward possib:e Sta-
linist allies against both the
Nazis and the equally dreaded
revolutionary masses. He de-
clares hopefuily, that “a substan-
tial section of the General and

against Russia as a mista!ce._ ¥
These sharpening contradietions

maturing conflict between Hitler
and certain sections of the bour-
geoisie, , . Hitler’s reiations with
the Catholics, too, are becoming
more strained. . .” But his ace jn
the hole .is Anglo-American im-
perialism. “By making war on
America, he (Hitler) is only ac-
celerating. the coliapse of the
Nazi regime,” he boasts. What
will replace the Nazi regime?
Not .a German workers' state,
but — with Erwin’s aid — a new
gang of native generals, capital-
ists and religios, in alliance
with the Anglo»Amerlcan capital-
ists! .

‘Erwin brazenly proposes this
betrayal of the masses ‘in the
name of the Russian revolution.
He declares: “These people for-
got that had the Russian work-
ers taken this line (of submis-
sion) they  would never have
overthrown' Czarism and abolish-
ed the rule of the landlords and
gapitalists.” But the Russian
workers and peasants, under the
leadership of Lenin and Trotsky
abolished 'the ruie of the land-
lords and capitalists by following
a course exactly opposite to the
one Erwin here proposes. They
won their victory through their
own independent struggle; thru
the power of their own Soviets
and under the banner of inter-
national socialism., They did not
re;y upon foreign imperialists
or the native capitalists.,

The German people will rise
against Hitler only when that
same road is opened to them as
was opened to the Russian peo-
ple by the Boisheviks in 1917.
The German workers and soldiers
can overthrow Hitlerism and end
the war by joining with the only
allies they have — the masses of
Europe — and together ereating
a Socialist United States of

ler’s toleration, they shouted that

inflaming national hatreds and

Europe.

British Cabinet Rejects
India Congress Proposals

(Continued from page 1)
and tactics” which would be con-

Wavell. The New York
story, April 10, declared:
“It was reported that the Con-
gress preoccupation with the new
formula was due to the: concern
of members of its working com-
mittee for a close examination of
its details in view of the eventual
necessity of informing the largpe
membership of the party.”

The compromise formula was
rejected in the end because the
Congress leaders ¢ould not work
out any satisfactory way of In-
forming their followers why they
should accept it. As Nehru re-
marked- after Cripps had left for
England, ‘“The fundamental factor
(in India) today is dislike .of the
British Government. It is not
pro-Japanese, it {is anti-British
sentiment.” Nehru knows very
well that the Indian people are
not -going to fight to protect Brit-
ain’s interests, and he knows too
that any group in India today
which is compromised on this
question is done for,

ANOTHER REASON

-Another reason which undoubt-
édly motivated the Congress lead-
erg in their decision was the com-
plete lack of faith among the
masses of Britain's ability to con-
duct a successful defense of In-
dia. The course of the war thus
far has shown that where Britain
is in control of colonies, it is not
only unable to inspire the masses
but it fears to arm them. The
results of British control speak
for themselves in the Far East,
whera the native peoples did not
titt a finger to hc]n their British
oppressors. On this point the Con-
gress statement said:

“What is most wanted is an
enthusiastic response of the peo-
ple which cannot be evoked with-
out the fullest trust -in them and
the devotion of respomsibility on
them in: the matter of defense, |

Times’

.woman doing something, making

| ARM THE MASSES!

It is only thus that even.in thils

grave eleventh hour it may be
possible to galvanize the people
of India to rise to the height of
the occasion. )

“It is manifest that the present
(British) government of India, as
well as its provincial agencies, are
lacking in competence and are in-
capable of shouldering the burden
of India’s defense . .. "

That the Indian people do not
intend to stand by and meekly

await the fate which Britain's|

policy will bring upon them, was
reflected in the significant state-
ment made by Nehru on April
12, recognizing that the problem
before the Indian people now is
how “to organize our war effort
on our own basis of a free and
independent India.”

Discussing-the question further,
Nehru said: “I wanted 100,000,000
Indians in the army. It was not
a conception of just an army func-
tioning, but of every man and

it a popular war, of our carrying
on defense even if the trained ar-
mies in the field failed.”

If this policy were carried out,
then India could escape the fate
of Malaya, Singapore, Hong Kong,
Burma. But this policy is com-
pletely contrary to the strategy

-ment, and it can be successmlly
carried out only by ‘a struggle a-
gainst the British ruling eclass.
The British rejection of the Con-
gress'
of that..

The Indian people, however,
must be guided in their struggle
not by what Churchill desires, but
by what the present situation and
the protection- of their own in-
terests demand.

| The Indian people must take
their fate into their own hands.
They must organize military,
training of the whole population,
in . preparation for a struggie a-
gainst all oppressors. And they
must sweep aside all those who
prevent them from following ouz
the only policy that can save
them from imperialist bondage. -

Let them do this, and the work-
ers in Britain and the United
States — who have no interest
whatsoever in helping Churchil)
to hamstring India's struggle —
wilk gladly send them' arms, mili-
tary services of technicians and
military specialists, and every
other assistance possible. In this
way alone — by arming themsel-
ves and preparing for a determin-
ed struggle — will the Indian
masses achieve and secure their

and aims of the Churchill govern-

-

oppress them.
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Homeward Journey

Sir Stafford’s Mission to India
And the ‘New Masses’

By M. STEIN

The Cruel Treatment of Sir Stafford

Even though a certain individual may not count
for very much on the historical scale, he is never-
theless made. of fiesh and blood, he’s got feelings
and cne shouldn’t be deliberately abusive towards
him. We refer here to Sir Stafford Cripps.

If someone with a diabolical twist of mind had
sat up nights trying to figure out methods of abuse
of an individual who is being groomed for the office
of Prime Minister of His Majesty’s Government,
he could not have devised anything more cruel than
Sir Stafford’s mission to India.

The crueity does not lie so much in the mission
itself, which was doomed to failure from the start.
After all, what is one failure more or less in the
life of a British politician? We have seen Mr. Church-
ill even thriving on failures and making a career of
defeats. The cruelty lies in the manner in which
the Right Honorable Sir Stafford was raised up high
and then higher and then still higher, until he reach-
ed the very pinnacle, and there on the very top, ob-
served by the entire world, he was to:d to perform
the sleight-of-hand trick of giving and not giving
— of giving India its independence and at the same
time making it even more dependent on the British
empire — of arousing India’s enthusiasm in a holy
war for democracy, at a time when none of this
democracy is offered to the masses of India

" The performance was scheduled to last for a week.
It was extended for another week, and then another.
But this only extended the agony. It oniy postponed
the inevitable — the inevitabie need of facing the
cheering squad with a confession of failure. The
sweet memories of the glorious send-off at the time
he left his native land, when life was so full of
promise and hope — those memories only emphasize
the failure of the mission, make the return home
more bitter and cruel. This poor groom courting the
post of Prime Minister is now homeward bound emp-
ty-handed, coming from the land where many of his
predecessors as well as contemporaries have accumu-
lated fortune and fame.

Stalinist Concern About the Mission

But it would be wrong to dwell entirely on the per-
sonal tragedy of Sir Stafford Cripps. Cruel as his
fate is, one must nevertheless remember that there
are others besides him to whom the mission to In-
dia meant, a lot. Take the Stalinists, for example.

The New Masses features on the cover page of the
March 24 issue a banner headline announcing an ar-
ticle entitled “Behind Cripps’ India Mission.” The
article’ was written by Claude Cockburn and sent
from London by cable. All of the circumstances
therefore suggest that this is an important articie
and that it represents the “line.” It was cbviously
written prior to the announceément of the plan which
Cripps carried with him in such strict secrecy across
the seas.

Mr. Claude Cockburn shows very great concern
for the political future of Mr., Cripps., He enlightens
us as follows: “There are those who imagine that,
first, Cripps wiil have a crashing failure in India,
and that, secondly, this failure will have a serious
effect upon his position here.” '

Without keeping you in suspense on this score,
we will proceed to quote further from the mouth
of the oracles’

“The first premise, of course, depends on just
what is in the secret government plan — assuming
that there treally is a plan and that its whole de-
velopment is mot still dependent on what Cripps
turns up.” But this is not exactly what interests
us. We know now that “those who imagine that. . .
Cripps will have a crashing failure in India, . .”
that those people were correct. The oniy point that
matters now, is the answer to the second q'iiestion.
which is our concern for the moment. We ‘remind
you again that our concern is based on purely hu-
manitarian grounds. The Stalinist Cockbwmn'is for-
tunately very reassuring even while wmghing the
possibility of a failure. :

“But one must not assume that Cripps’ p'olitical
position here wouid necessarily collapse as a' result
of such a failure. On the morning of Crippé’ deci-
sion to leave for India, a close friend of his ‘pointed
out to me with a certain acumen that, ‘Whekher he
fails in India or not, it is likely that in the meantime
a situation can arise here in which people may once
again feel that the best thing to do would be to
recail Cripps. It may be felt that if only Cripps
had not been absent in India at the moment, he would
have prevented the rest of the War Cabinet doing
what it has done.”

/Sir Stafford Was Not Recalled

After we get over the shock of learning that Cripps
and the Stalinist Cockburn have mutual friends, we
are faced with the greater shock that people who
presumably are all very patriotic, speculate “with a
certain acumen” on the deveiopment of a political
crisis within the ‘country so that they may advance
their own political fortunes.

Well, the po:itical crisis in the country did not
mature and Sir Stafford Cripps was not exactly re-
called to come and lead the country out of the
wilderness.

But- the Stalinist Cockburn has still another ‘word
of reassurance. He seems determined to give Cripps
the Prime Minister's post despite all odds. Says he:
“And there are plenty of important and realistic
people in the Conservative Party who conceive that
since, without question, Cripps is today a greater
figure than Churchill in the eyes of thie mass of the
peopie of the country, it might after all be possible
for the moderate conservatives to come to some sort’
of ‘arrangement’ with Cripps.”

But we are very much afraid that even though
Cripps proved on his mission to India that he can
be trusted to, safeguard the interests of the: Empire,
Churchill as yet has the greater hold on the Con-
servative Party. And while Cripps wasted his time
in India, (Churchill utilized ‘his mendmg his fences
in: the Conservative Party. .
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