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Minn. labor
reflects new
militancy

The U.S. warmakers and their sup-
porters in the AFL-CIO bureaucracy are
finding it difficult these days to win
working-class support for their policies.

Antiwar sentiment and opposition to
corporate austerity policies run deep
among millions of working people.
Unlike the Vietnam-War era, workers
today are challenging not only the for-
eign policy of the warmakers but their
domestic policies as well.

That'is why the basis exists for large-
scale mobilizations against war and rac-
ism—and for jobs and human rights.

This was confirmed at the recent 28th
Constitutional Convention of the Min-
nesota State Federation (AFL-ClO), the
statewide body representing most of
Minnesota’s organized labor movement.

There were two important struggles
at this convention (see article on pp. 10-
11). The first was fueled by the presence
of 300 striking Hormel Co. pack-
inghouse workers, who, despite resist-
ance from top statewide union officials,
won the convention’s backing for their
militant struggle against a strike-break-
ing company.

The same convention witnessed
another blow to the government and its
supporters in the labor movement. Led
by a delegation straight from the
national AFL-CIO leadership, the con-
vention’s resolution committee pre-
sented a Cold War, anti-Nicaragua reso-
lution that would have put the
Minnesota AFL-CIO solidly in the gov-
ernment’s interventionist camp.

The assembled delegates had another
view. They rejected the prowar resolu-
tion. Instead they affirmed a policy of
non-intervention in Central America—

(continued on page 4)
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Supporters from Hormel plant in Ottumwa, Iowa, at Oct. 19 rally in Austin,
Minn. Labor solidarity with striking packinghouse workers has extended to

neighboring states. See story page 9.

What’s behind the Farrakhan furor?

By NAT WEINSTEIN

Louis Farrakhan, the most promi-
nent representative of the Nation of
Islam today, has evoked a small storm
in the capitalist media in the course of
his recent national speaking tour.

Reporters and commentators—with
Democrats and pro-Zionist groups and
politicians leading the pack—have

focussed on Farrakhan’s allegation that
“Judaism is a gutter religion)’ to the
exclusion of his main anti-racist and
anti-imperialist message.

At his most recent speech before
30,000 Black supporters at New York’s

Madison Square Garden, Farrakhan
sharply rejected the charge of anti-Semi-
tism leveled at him by the apologists for
U.S. imperialism.

However, Farrakhan fails to separate
his justified political criticisms of Zion-
ism and the racist Israeli government
from his repeated statements about “the
Jewish lobby.” He falsely claims that
this lobby is responsible for the U.S.
government’s imperialist, pro-Zionist
policy in the Middle East.

This is a mistake that serves to cover
up for the U.S. capitalist class and its
government, which is the prime mover
of imperialist policy in the Middle East

and racism at home.

But it is not the false note of anti-
Semitism struck by Farrakhan that dis-
turbs the capitalist rulers and their
mouthpieces. It is the Black nationalist
leader’s potent critique of the domestic
and foreign policy of the U.S. govern-
ment that they fear. They seek to divert
attention from his main message and, at
the same time, discredit him.

A potent critique

For instance: Speaking before a
Black audience of over 10,000 in Wash-
ington, D.C., on July 22, Farrakhan

(continued on page 7)

Trade unionists say no
to war and austerity

Steel strikers
stood firm but
lost at table

By MARIE WEIGAND

As we go to press, a tentative agree-
ment is being studied and voted on by
the 8200 locked-out steelworkers of the
Wheeling-Pittsburgh Steel Corp. The
agreement includes cuts in wages and
benefits, layoffs, and worsened work
rules.

Bad as it is, most observers predict it
will be overwhelmingly approved.

Many steelworkers feel that since
wage and benefit cuts are much less
than those the company initially
imposed, and since the union was not
broken—with total amnesty proposed
for all walkout related activities—this is
the best they can do at this time.

The members no longer feel confi-
dent that further concessions can be
extracted from the company. They rec-
ognize that the strength and determina-

eereme—————————

_ Chrysler settiement.

tion they showed on the picket line was
not met by the top-level negotiators.

That strength and determination
revealed itself time and again during the
course of the strike. That was what
forced Chairman and Chief Executive
Officer David Carney and five other
company directors to resign on July 21.

The members knew that when princi-
pal  stockholder Allen Paulson
appointed himself chairman and
brought in George Ferris, a retired vice
president of Ford Motor Co., to take
charge of daily operations, it was an
admission that all the bosses’ attempts
to hire scabs or intimidate the steel-
workers back to work had failed.

When the  Wheeling-Pittsburgh
bosses tore up the labor agreement with
the United Steel Workers of America
(USWA), they assured their customers
that there were sufficient stockpiles of
steel to meet their orders. The steel-
workers saw to it that the company was
unable to move this steel.

In Martins Ferry, Ohio, the company
tried to move steel by rail. The workers
refused to allow the train to leave the
mill until local union officers were able
to examine it to make sure it was empty.
Railroad executives announced they
would not be involved in any more
attempts to move steel since they felt

(continued on page 8)
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N.Y. NOW gears up
for women’s rights

By DIANE PHILLIPS

NEW YORK-—Since the 1985
national convention of the National
Organization for Women (NOW), the
New York City chapter has increased its
activism on many issues. As the largest
NOW chapter, it played a major role at
the convention in developing the
national strategy. Most noticeably, it
proposed three resolutions that over-
whelmingly passed the hearings and ple-
nary session.

As one of two chapters with a special
committee on older women’s issues, the
chapter has played a leading role in
fighting ageism. New York NOW suc-
cessfully championed the resolution that
demanded an end to sexism in the Social
Security system. NOW recommended
credit for unpaid housework and
increased benefits for all the elderly.

Another resolution urged NOW to.

have greater consciousness of older
women’s concerns. Since women over
65 have a poverty rate 60 percent higher
than older men, these problems affect
millions of women. After the conven-
tion, the chapter held a.forum that
addressed the pressing needs of older
minority women.

The anti-intervention resolution orig-

Diane Phillips is an activist in the
New York City chapter of NOW and an
independent socialist.

inated in the chapter’s Task Force on
Minority Women’s Issues and Combat-
ting Racism and was endorsed by the
board representing the chapter. New
York NOW members and Central Amer-
ican women eloquently motivated this
position.

Antiwar resolution

National NOW finally opposed U.S.
intervention in Central America.
NOW?’s position stems from its admira-
tion of Nicaragua’s feminist advances
(i.e. inexpensive childcare and child-
support laws).

NOW members are also aware that
women are common victims of murder
and rape by the Salvadoran government
and the contras. Additionallyy, NOW
realizes that the Pentagon budget repre-
sents an obstacle to domestic social pro-
grams for women such as childcare, job
development, and food stamps. NOW'’s
resolution does not include implementa-
tion proposals.

Due to the small amount of time
allotted, discussion was rather perfunc-
tory. However, NOW’s open-ended pol-
icy allows national NOW, or any sub-
unit, to act on this question.

New York NOW has not yet fully dis-
cussed how the chapter can proceed on
this issue. Some members are concerned
that other issues will suffer. Most
believe that although NOW’s primary
focus must be women’s rights, it cannot

afford to ignore the antiwar movement
(and vice versa).

The board’s endorsement of the
Navyport referendum is evidence of the
chapter’s antiwar sentiment. This refer-
endum would forbid New York City
from allowing the stationing of nuclear
weapons on its territory. A “yes” vote
would weaken Navy attempts to inter-
vene in Central America. Passage of the
referendum would be a gain for women.

Mass action

Perhaps the most publicized result of
the convention was the call for mass
actions. While this call was originally
seen by supporters of former NOW
President Judy Goldsmith as a “Smeal
issue)’ the convention ended on a uni-
fied note. Some local NOW leaders have
counterposed building local actions to
national mass actions.

However, both candidates’ delegates
voted for a national march for repro-
ductive rights in 1986 in Washington,
D.C., and on the West Coast. This
action has the potential to mobilize tens
of thousands. With increased outrage
over right-wing attacks and NOW’s ori-
entation toward the campuses, the out-
look is brighter than before.

Many New York NOW members
favor a national coalition around repro-
ductive rights for this action. Eleanor
Smeal, the president of NOW, is consid-
ered less likely than her predecessor to
become involved in coalitions. However,
with encouragement from NOW mem-
bers, a coalition could be formed.

Sharing responsibilities would allay
the fears that NOW can’t invest money
or time in large demonstrations. (If
publicized adequately, mass actions
increase activism and funds, including
transportation subsidies.) New York
City has a responsibility to send a size-
able contingent.

The chapter has recently held several
reproductive rights events. A forum dis-
cussed the obstacles poor and minority
women face by the lack of prenatal
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care. The chapter picketed TV stations
that refused to air contraceptive com-
mercials aimed at teenagers. It partici-
pated in national October abortion
actions and a national petition drive.

The chapter also organizes around
other issues, including lesbian rights,
affirmative action and pay equity, as
well as its electoral diversions. New
York NOW plans to hold activities for
the Civil Rights Restoration Act at the
New York City Marathon.

On Nov. 14 there will be a program
on “How Unions Can Combat Racism
and Sexism” at NOW’s Manhattan
headquarters. These activities are the
result of a deepening discussion within
NOW. : | |

Think socially—and contribute now!

We’re in the final month of Socialist
Action’s twin building drives. We are
out to obtain 225 new subscriptions by
Nov. 10 and $10,000 for our publishing
fund by Dec. 2.

Socialist Action, the organization
and the newspaper, took a big part in
building the Mobilization for Peace,
Jobs, and Justice last April 20. Since
then, we’ve campaigned actively for the
movement to come together again to
mobilize mass street demonstrations
against U.S. war policies and for jobs
and justice at home.

This fall we’ve helped organize a

Judge helps Navy

LAST MINUTE: As we go to press,
a New York State Supreme Court justice
has ordered off the Nov. 5 ballot a ref-
erendum that would prohibit the New
York City government from cooperating
in any way in the construction of a
Navy base for nuclear-armed warships.
The justice, Charles A. Kuffner Jr.,
ruled that the referendum would *‘hin-
der national security.”

In defiance of the 102,624 valid sig-
natures collected to put the referendum
on the ballot, the ruling class decided to
trample on the most basic democratic
right of the people of New York—the
right to have their say.

Tom Del.uca, one of the coordina-
tors of the referendum campaign,
rightly blasted the court ruling. “City
Hall is desperate to keep this off the
ballot because they know that it will
win,’ he said.

All defenders of democratic rights
must protest this grotesque ruling-class
attack. An immense public outcry must
be raised to overturn this ruling and to
keep New York City free of nuclear
weapons— The editors. |
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broad antiwar conference with national

significance on Nov. 2 at San Francisco

State University. In next month’s

“FORUM?” section of Socialist Action,

we’ll feature in-depth coverage and

interviews from the conference.

If you subscribe now here are other
articles you can expect to see in next
month’s Socialist Action:

e “After the Earthquake,” exclusive
interviews with Mexican revolution-
aries;

e Documents from the struggle in
South Africa (previously unpublished
in the United States);

e Poland in the wake of the Oct. 13
elections;

* The Nicaraguan revolution today;

e Results of the AFL-CIO national con-
vention.

We plan to continue our first-hand
analysis by participants in important
strikes and struggles. Wherever people
are fighting injustice, we want to be
there and bring their story to you—our
readers.

If you appreciate coverage that’s
both fair and committed to promoting
the movement for social justice and for
socialism, then we hope you’ll subscribe
and spread the word.

Our fund drive, by which we hope to
raise $10,000, aims to finance improved
equipment. We’d like to expand the
paper and be in the position of publish-
ing a regular pamphlet series on all the

big political issues of the day.

You can help us in this effort by mak-
ing a generous contribution.

But what we want most of all is for
you to join us. If the ideas of revolu-
tionary socialism contained in these
pages strike you as a realistic road out
of the destructive tyranny of capitalism,
you belong in Socialist Action. Help us
and help yourself. Join! |
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Cleveland community,
unions assail apartheid

By SHIRLEY PASHOLK

CLEVELAND—On Oct. 11, more than 800 peo-
ple crowded into the United Food and Conmmercial
Workers (UFCW) Local 880 hall here. They carried
signs distributed by the United Auto Workers (UAW)
and the American Federation of State, County, and
Municipal Employees (AFSCME) demanding an end

to apartheid, freedom for political prisoners, and a -

free South Africa. _

The rally was endorsed by the Cleveland Federa-
tion of Labor, many local unions, and top area labor
officials. Community organizations and churches
actively participated in building the rally.

The Cleveland City Council and Cuyahoga
County Commissioners both passed resolutions
declaring Oct. 11 Anti-Apartheid Day. Endorse-
ments also came in from many public officials,
including both U.S. senators and all area congress-
men.

Three large banners expressed the theme of the
rally: End All United States Ties to Apartheid; Free
Nelson Mandela and All South African Political
Prisoners; and Labor Solidarity Has No Borders.

The UAW organized marshalls for the event.
Mike Murphy, SEIU Local 47 business representa-
tive, and Ione Biggs, coordinator of the Peace
Action Coalition of Northeast Ohio and vice presi-
dent of Women Speak Out for Peace and Justice, co-
chaired the rally.

“Bring down evil system”

UAW Region 2 Director Warren Davis pointed to
the tremendous growth of South African trade
unions in the last few years. He said there are many
ways trade-union members in other countries can
help, pointing with pride to the expulsion of the rac-
ist South African “unions” from all world labor fed-
erations and of the union organizers that have been
sent in to help the South African workers.

Davis said, “the United States trade union move-
ment is committed for the duration to bring down
the evil, inhuman system of apartheid.” He added,
““We can’t appeal to the American corporate mind,
because it only has one track—how to make the
most profit; we can’t appeal to the American corpo-
rate heart, because there is none. We must reach
lower in the anatomy, grab hold, and squeeze very
hard. I’m talking about their wallets.”

Davis read from a UAW position paper calling for
withdrawal of all landing rights to South African
airplanes in the United States and Canada, enforce-
ment of United Nations sanctions against South
Africa, enforcement of the ban on nuclear technol-

ogy to South Africa, reimposing the ban on sales to
the South African police, a ban on all public and pri-
vate loans to South Africa, and total divestment.

Davis announced plans to develop a labor union
steering committee composed of area labor leaders
to cripple the greater Cleveland money supply to
South Africa.

Miners’ leader speaks

Nomonde Ngubo, a co-founder of the South
African National Union of Mineworkers, and an
international staff representative of the United Mine
Workers (UMW), brought home the meaning of the
facts and figures the other speakers had presented by
giving a moving personal account of what it was like
to grow up Black in South Africa. She described a
police raid on her house when she was four years
old, the effects of a Bantu education, and the job
discrimination she encountered.

Ngubo described the UMW?’s strike against A.T.
Massey, adding that the multinational corporations

that own A.T. Massey have large investments in
South Africa. She explained that apartheid hurts
workers in the United States as well as South Africa.

She said, “Until we stop injustice in South Africa,
we’ll have injustice in America. Companies are try-
ing to drag down the standard of living of the Amer-
ican workers. Elementary solidarity requires that we
help the workers on the bottom. The only thing these
corporations understand is economic pressure. We
must stop the importation of coal and all other prod-
ucts produced under slave labor.”

UFCW International Vice President Willie Baker
emphasized that South Africa has the most repres-
sive government on the face of the earth. Baker said,
“Apartheid reminds us of what life would be like in
a state penitentiary except in South Africa every sen-
tence is for life.”

Other speakers were Joe Madzelonka, president
of UFCW Local 880; Mylion Waite, associate direc-
tor of the Greater Cleveland Interchurch Council
and director of the Cleveland Free South Africa
Coalition; Shuping Coapoge, member of the African
National Congress United Nations Mission; Pauline
Tarver, executive director of the Cleveland NAACP;
Stanley Tolliver, member of the Cleveland Board of
Education; Don Morris, executive assistant of the
Cleveland Urban League; and Diane Underwood,
president of the Cleveland National Organization
for Women. |

place on campuses nationwide.

Berkeley students protest

Two thousand students say no to apartheid at U.C. Berkeley rally on Oct. 11.
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Similar actions took

Nationwide protests

about 200 people.

divestment. A demonstration at the uni-
versity and downtown rally each drew

In Boston, a late-afternoon rally

heid is planned for Oct. 26 at the UAW

Local 600 hall.
In Oakiand, 500 people took part in
an anti-apartheid protest. [ |

flay S. Africa terror

By SHIRLEY PASHOLK

Responding to the United Nations
designation of Oct. 11 as a day of soli-
darity with South African political pris-
oners, campus protests, community
marches, and rallies against apartheid
were held in many cities across the
United States and Canada on Oct. 11
and Oct. 12,

In Los Angeles several thousand peo-
ple participated in a march and rally
organized by the Free South Africa
Movement. Rally speakers included
Rep. Howard Wolte (D-Mich.); Pat

Russell and Maxine Walker of the Los °

Angeles City Council; and Jim Brown,
the ex-football star.

In Toronto, approximately 400 peo-
ple rallied at a downtown bank that has
investments in South Africa. From there
they marched to city hall. Speakers
included a SWAPO member who had
been jailed for 18 years; Michael Lyons,
president of the Labor Council of Met-
ropolitan Toronto; and Richard Gilbert,
a New Democratic Party (NDP) mem-
ber of the City Council.

In Cincinnati, approximately 200 stu-
dents participated in an indoor and out-
door rally at the University of Cincin-
nati.

A march and rally at Cincinnati’s
downtown Fountain Square drew over
300 people. Mayor Charlie Luken read
proclamations from the mayors of both
Covington, Ky., and Cincinnati declar-
ing National Anti-Apartheid Day.

Other speakers included Solly Sime-
lane, African National Congress; long-
time civil rights activist Fred Shut-
tlesworth; Henry Nicholas, national
president of Hospital Workers 1199;
Daniel Radford, executive secretary-
treasurer Cincinnati AFL-CIO Central
Labor Council; and Leonard Ball, spe-
cial assistant to the president of
AFSCME.

In New York, approximately 1500
people participated in a rally and
march. The Rev. Jesse Jackson was the
keynote speaker. Although this rally
received the nominal support of the
broader citywide coalition, it was pri-
marily viewed as a student event.

In Toledo, a morning rally at the
University of Toledo and an evening
march and rally downtown each drew
150 to 200 people. The evening rally
included speakers from several trade
unions, the National Organization for
Women, and community groups.

In Minneapolis, University of Minne-
sota regents recently voted for full

drew approximately 300 students. Har-
vard University sent the largest contin-
gent.

In Chicago, 250 to 300 people partici-
pated in a march and rally. Chicago area
campuses were among the many cam-
puses nationwide holding anti-apartheid
rallies that day.

In Detroit, despite rain, approxi-
mately 150 people participated in a
demonstration the previous weekend led
by local NAACP leader Rev. Charles
Adams of the Hartford Avenue Baptist
Church. A Michigan rally against apart-

Three hundred people join anti-apartheid
march on Oct. 12 in Cincinnati.
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Baltimore rallies
By LINDA THOMPSON

BALTIMORE—A broad coalition,
including the Catholic Archdiocese, the
AFL-CIO, and local Black ministers
held a full day of anti-apartheid activi-
ties here on Oct. 11.

Over 200 people attended a morning
prayer breakfast sponsored by the Cath-
olic Archdiocese and the Black United
Methodist Ministers. .

That afternoon, community groups
rallied at Hopkins Plaza and marched
to city hall. Rally speakers included,
Henry Koellein, president of the Metro
Council AFL-CIO, and Eileen Fair
from the Coalition of Labor Union
Women.

That evening a Labor Unity Rally in
Support of the Rights of Black Labor to
Organize in South Africa and Namibia
was held at the Hospital Workers 1199E
hall. About 200 people attended.

Speakers included Thembatemba
Vilcazi, vice-chair of the executive
board of the U.S. African National
Congress; Dave Wilson, director USWA
District 8; Ron Hollie, president Hospi-
tal Workers 1199E; and others from the
labor movement. m



State-terrorism: An
American tradition

By KWAME M. A. SOMBURU

Official, state-sanctioned terrorism
has been a major component of U.S.
domestic and foreign policy since this
government’s inception.

It was a vital component in the cam-
paigns to exterminate, pacify, and jail
(on reservations) the aboriginal inhabit-
ants of the Americas.

Africans, both slave and free, were
kept in a subordinate status through the
use of brutal and murderous terror that
equals and even surpasses the present
actions of the South African govern-
ment.

The American labor movement, too,
has been a continual victim of U.S. gov-
ernment-sponsored terrorism through-
out its history.

American history records numerous
examples of such atrocities by federal,
state, and local government forces,
along with those committed by groups
such as the Ku Klux Klan.

U.S. terrorism was a major factor in
the bloody invasions and conquest of

the Philippines (1898-1946) and Haiti
(1915-1933). The insidious role of the
U.S. government in foreign lands was
exposed during the 1930s by Major
Gen. Smedley D. Butler, who was a
high-ranking Marine Corps officer for
27 years.

Butler stated that he “was a racketeer
for capitalism” and served the interests
of major corporations such as United
Fruit, Standard Oil, and the National
City Bank during his tours of duty in
the Caribbean, Latin America, and
China.

This state-sanctioned terrorism is a
continuing factor in the policy of the
American ruling class. I recently met
and interviewed Samuel C. Martin, a
retired Marine, who witnessed and par-
ticipated in atrocities against the Viet-
namese people in the 1960s.

A Marine speaks

Martin was a master sergeant for 14
of his 21 years in the Marines. He was
both a drill instructor at Parris Island,
S.C., and a trainer-platoon leader in
Vietnam and Cambodia during the
1960s. He was a skilled martial-arts
expert prior to joining the Marines. He
told me he joined because “I wanted to
serve my country.”

“l came to the Marine Corps with
knowledge of how to kill with my bare
hands. That’s why they made me a drill
instructor.” Martin said that the only
thing they did for him was enhance his
killing abilities by giving him “the time
and the purpose.”

He said that the inner peace he had
acquired with his martial-arts training
was changed by the Marine Corps. They
substituted the peacefulness that “I had
in my head and they put in there the
desire to do nothing but kill.”

Martin taught survival skills, killing
with bare hands, weapons, and use of
explosives for killing and mass destruc-
tion.

In response to my question about Lt.
Calley and the My Lai massacre, he said
that Calley was a scapegoat. Massacres
like that were a common occurrence.

He and other Marines were often
given “orders to go into villages, just
like Calley, with orders like, ‘Sergeant, I
want you to kill every fucking thing
breathing! And that meant babies, chil-
dren, mothers, daddies, all livestock,
everything. They would say, ‘it’s a pos-
sible Cong [Vietnamese Communists}

99

connection?

“You killed everything,’ said Martin,
“everything. And I’ve done that proba-
bly over a hundred times, to vil-
lages....” At that moment he asked me
to stop the interview because the flash-
backs were too painful to remember. @

Vietnam Memorial in Washington, D.C.

¢ ourtesy National Park Service

War’s dark toll caught
in veterans’ memorial

By KATHY SETIAN

At a recent concert, Bruce Spring-
steen urged his fans to go to Washing-
ton, D.C., visit the Vietnam Veterans
Memorial, and read the names of the
soldiers who died in that war. And then,
the Boss told them, imagine your names
on the next memorial, because you’re
the ones who will be dying in Central
America if the U.S. government wages
another war.

Springsteen’s comments were sensa-
tional enough to be carried on the front
pages of newspapers around the coun-
try. And they rang true enough to
inspire me to pay a visit to the Memorial
on a recent trip to Washington.

Although it was completed in late
1982, the Memorial endures as a moving
reminder to us and to coming genera-
tions of the unbearably high price that
the Vietnam War extracted.

The setting itself is historic. Located
in Constitution Gardens near the Lin-

! coln Memorial, the site of so many anti-

Vietnam War  demonstrations, it
reminded me of our persevering move-
ment to “bring the boys home.” But
more than 58,000 boys never came
home alive, and their names are
engraved on the walls of the Memorial.
With its two walls pointing toward
the Lincoln Memorial and the Washing-

ton Monument, the Vietnam Memorial
symbolically binds the war into our
nation’s history and consciousness.

In comparison to the days when hun-
dreds of thousands of antiwar demon-
strators rallied here, the Gardens
seemed now so peaceful. But that peace
was shattered as I stepped into the envi-
ronment of the Memorial. Encountering
first one name, then two and three and
four, I was soon enveloped by a cascade
of names of the dead. The descending
paths of the Memorial lead its visitors
into a dark confrontation with the toll
of the war.

For the visitor who comes to locate
the names of friends or loved ones, the
Memorial invites participation. Did you
know a war victim? What was his
name? When did he die? Nearby are
two large books that cross-reference the
names by date of death, the order in
which they are engraved on the panels.

Because the official guidelines stipu-
lated that it was to make no political
statement about the war, the Memorial
does not preach. Instead, we are left to
draw our own conclusions from the
overwhelming statement of fact.

I came away from the Memorial
moved and recommitted: No more can-
non fodder for the war machine! No
more Vietnam Wars! |
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(continued from page 1)

with no aid to the dictatorship in El Sal-
vador.

These two incidents are closely con-
nected.

U.S. workers are beginning to learn
that the fight against concessions is
directly tied to the fight against war.
The unions cannot effectively challenge
employers here while supporting a war
that aims to destroy unions in El Salva-
dor, or anywhere else.

The union bureaucrats would like to
short-circuit this budding antiwar senti-
ment. They would like to sever its logi-
cal connection to the fight against con-
cessions.

They propose their “Buy America”
campaigns in place of a fight against the
bosses. They propose red-baiting the 24
international union presidents in the
Labor Committee for Democracy and
Human Rights in El Salvador, who
oppose U.S. intervention, in place of
promoting solidarity with workers in
Central America.

The U.S. working class has battled
some powerful enemies in recent weeks
and months. Wheeling-Pittsburgh Steel
Corp., the nation’s seventh-largest steel
producer, has met with strong resistance
from workers in the Northeast.

The Hormel packinghouse workers,
too, are proving that labor hasn’t lost
its punch. And now, the Chrysler work-
ers have also hit the bricks. They have
learned that the concessions of the past
won them nothing.
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Naomi Tutu-Seavers speaks

Naomi Tutu-Seavers and father, Nobel Laureate Bishop Desmond Tutu. Tutu-

Seavers will be one of featured speakers at Nov. 2 antiwar conference in San

Francisco.

The workers have no common
ground with the bosses. They have no
interest in reducing their standard of liv-
ing to make the company more profit-
able. That is the case in every instance.

That is why thousands of working
people, organized in union contingents,
demanded “Jobs not War” when they
marched in antiwar demonstrations on
April 20, 1985.

The antiwar movement is today dis-
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cussing key questions of strategy in the
fight against U.S. intervention in Cen-
tral America and against U.S. support
to the South African apartheid regime.

Unfortunately, the U.S. anti-inter-
vention movement suffers from a great
dispersion of energy and focus. The
Oct. 11-12 anti-apartheid protests, while
important contributions to the anti-
apartheid struggle, were nevertheless
narrowly conceived and therefore incap-

able of involving large numbers of
working people.

The Nov. 2 San Francisco antiwar
conference organized by the Mobiliza-
tion for Peace, Jobs and Justice, on the
other hand, has opened an important
discussion on the key role U.S. unions
can play in building peace, jobs, and
justice coalitions.

While the AFL-CIO bureaucracy
attacks all those who oppose their pro-
war policies, a number of key interna-
tional and local union officials, along
with prominent religious and commu-
nity figures, will speak at the San Fran-
cisco conference against the policies of
war and austerity.

In this sense, the San Francisco con-
ference will serve as a repudiation of the
top AFL-CIO leadership’s attempt to
impose a monolithic prowar stance
upon the labor movement.

The organization of similar confer-
ences and speakouts in cities across the
country can serve as a launching pad for
mass antiwar demonstrations in the
spring.

The labor movement and its allies
can play an essential role in convincing
millions of people that the Reagan
administration’s war against the people
of Central America, and its support for
the employers anti-union drive here, are
two sides of the same coin.

Forging this link remains a central
strategic objective of the antiwar and
labor movements. It will be the best
guarantee that both those who fight for
justice here and abroad will be victori-
ous —The editors. n



By SEAN FLYNN

Socialists played a major role build-
ing the movement against the Vietnam
war. Today, the lessons from that chap-
ter in the struggle against war and mili-
tarism are being discussed and debated
in the movement against U.S. military
intervention in Central America.

An unfortunate aspect of the debate
in the anti-intervention movement is the
fact that the Socialist Workers Party
(SWP), a leader of the Vietnam antiwar
movement, is today carrying out a pol-
icy at odds with its previous stand.

Instead, the SWP, once the major
proponent of independent mass action
(demonstrations and marches), now
tailends those forces in the movement
which oppose a strategy of mass action
to counter the escalating U.S. terror
against the Nicaraguan and Salvadoran
peoples.

The SWP, during the Vietnam war,
was the principal advocate of the policy
of the united front—a policy which
dates back to the early Communist
International of Lenin and Trotsky.

The tactic of the united front is based
on the recognition that revolutionists
are a small minority seeking to galva-
nize the majority of the people into
action as well as to spread revolutionary
ideas.

By proposing joint actions to the
leaderships of larger organizations and
social forces, the common goal of all
participants can be furthered because
larger, more effective actions become
possible.

The April 20 antiwar demonstrations
in Washington, D.C., San Francisco,
and other cities were true examples of
the united front. Revolutionists sought
to broaden the mobilizations by draw-
ing in organized labor and the
oppressed nationalities alongside the
traditional peace and solidarity activ-
ists.

The transitional method

During the Vietnam war the SWP
made exemplary use of the transitional
method in organizing antiwar actions.
The transitional method consists in
approaching the general populace at its
level of consciousness with ideas and
proposals leading to action. Through
mass mobilizations—independent  of
the capitalist parties—the social and
political consciousness of the workers
and oppressed is increased.

In the Vietnam period the SWP pro-
moted the idea that GIs were not the
enemy of the antiwar students, but were
also victims of the war. “Bring cur Boys
Home” was a slogan that made it clear
that ending the war with a U.S. with-
drawal from Vietnam was in the inter-
ests of the American soldiers and their
relatives at home. Of course, the with-
drawal of U.S. troops and materiel was
a prerequisite for the Vietnamese to
obtain their self-determination.

The SWP’s leadership role was such
that it was able to convince the entire
movement to adopt this slogan as the
main theme for most of the larger
actions. Use of the transitional method
by revolutionaries in the antiwar move-
ment not only helped mobilize massive
numbers of people in action against the
war but caused many to question the
whole nature of the U.S. government
and society for the first time.

Today, the slogan of ‘“‘no interven-
tion” is widely accepted. But what is
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Can the antiwar movement
defeat U.S. war drive?

missing is the understanding that mass
mobilizations are the most effective
instrument for spreading the antiwar
message and staying Washington’s
hand. Street mobilizations, moreover,
crystallize the independence of the mass
movement from the political machinery
dominated by the two capitalist parties.

Program no longer intact

Before their expulsion in 1983, oppo-
sitionists in the SWP criticized the party
leadership for failing to take a more
active role in the movement against
U.S. intervention in Central America.
They warned that the leadership had
begun to discard the transitional
method and the tactic of the united
front. The result was the self-isolation
of the SWP from the movement.

The SWP has sought recently to end
its self-imposed isolation. But it has not
re-entered the movement with its revolu-
tionary program intact.

business to maintain its political and
economic hold over Central America.

Yet the SWP has failed in its avowed
role of leading the effort to create a
movement on this basis. Hence its reso-
lutiog—ostensibly a guide for political
intervention over the next two years—
offers no more than vague generalities
in place of concrete suggestions for cre-
ating and building an antiwar united
front. It fails, for example, to analyze
the potential for union involvement in
the anti-intervention movement.

Pessimism of SWP leaders

The reason, verified by its practice, is
that until April 20, the SWP pessimisti-
cally believed that nothing could be
done in the short run to curb Washing-
ton’s aggression.

Prior to the April 20 actions, the
SWP on the whole turned its back to the
existing anti-intervention and solidarity
movement, which were said to be
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Cover of February 1968 Young Socialist magazine published by the Young
Socialist Alliance, the youth organization in political solidarity with the Socialist

Workers Party.

Of course, the political resolution
recently adopted by the SWP (published
in the Spring 1985 New International
magazine) continues to defend the
Cuban and Central American revolu-
tions. And, to its credit, the SWP
refused to be sucked into Jesse Jack-
son’s Rainbow Coalition, which many
radicals saw as a “realistic” vehicle for
halting U.S. intervention in Central

- America. ,
The resolution rightly analyzes the

drift of many of the leaders of the anti-
intervention movement toward lobbying
and backing the Jackson and Mondale
campaigns as a reflection of their inabil-
ity to see the U.S. working class (allied
with women and the oppressed minori-
ties) as a social force capable of turning
back the capitalist offensive

The resolution correctly points out
that the SWP’s strategic aim in the anti-
intervention movement is to draw the
labor movement—the organized expres-
sion of one of the two fundamental
class forces in capitalist society—into
the struggle to thwart the efforts of big

“petty-bourgeois.” It didn’t attempt to
involve the organized labor movement.

Instead, the SWP counterposed the
self-isolating “‘strategy’ of ‘“talking to
co-workers.” Since a mass movement
could not presently be built, the party
leaders reasoned, they should set their
sights on smaller targets—individual
sympathizers.

The SWP thus pooh-poohed the first
Emergency National Conference on
Central America—which began to draw
in organized labor behind a call for an
anti-intervention April 20 action—as
merely a coalition of bureaucrats and
left sects.

The response of numerous organiza-
tions to the April 20 call took the SWP
by surprise. But after significant social
forces, including a section of organized
labor, joined the movement toward
coordinated national demonstrations,
the SWP began to participate in the
united-front coalitions which sprang up.

In the aftermath of April 20, the
SWP began to correct its earlier analy-
sis. At its May convention, the SWP’s

youth group, the Young Socialist Alli-
ance (YSA), correctly called for
“nationally coordinated local actions in
the fall;” which “would again provide a
focus for new and existing antiwar
forces to concentrate their forces.”

The YSA pledged to call on the April
Actions Coalitions to organize such
demonstrations. The SWP supported
the call for nationally coordinated mass
fall actions at the May 30 national meet-
ing of the April Actions Coalition.

Some results on action proposal

Unfortunately this shift was merely a
flash in the pan. By the time of the June
29 meeting of the National Steering
Committee of the April Actions Coali-
tion in New York, the SWP had somer-
saulted, backing a proposal by the
Administrative Committee to endorse
the events of other groups without itself
calling a fall demonstration.

The decision of the April Actions
leadership to forego fall demonstrations
reflected the desires of some of its
major components to concentrate on
lobbying and waiting to see if new life
could be breathed into the Rainbow
Coalition.

Yet the lesson of the Vietnam antiwar
movement was that only mass mobiliza-
tions in the streets, independent of the
capitalist political apparatus, could
bring decisive pressure to bear on the
warmakers.

The shift in line was hinted in a May
27, 1985, editorial in the SWP magazine
Intercontinental Press. The editorial
gave the impression that a U.S. invasion
of Nicaragua was inevitable. This
implied that no matter what is done here
to oppose U.S. intervention, the U.S.
rulers could not be stopped. Thus, in
New York, the SWP decided to endorse
the hesitant course of the New York
April Actions leadership.

The irony of tailending a leadership
the party had previously denounced as
“petty-bourgeois”  passed without
notice as the SWP abdicated its respon-
sibility to lead in defending the Central
American revolution in deed as well as
word.

A belated self-criticism

In a public self-criticism published in
the July 22, 1985, issue of Interconti-
nental Press, the SWP now says that it
was wrong in believing that a U.S. inva-
sion of Nicaragua is inevitable. It belat-
edly states that ‘“what we do can and
will make a difference.” Unfortunately,
the damage is already done in terms of

. helping to unify the whole movement in

coordinated fall actions.

The SWP’s erratic shift from sectar-
ian abstention to tailending the April
Actions’ leaders has revealed the Achil-
les’ heel of its leadership. It has no con-
fidence in its ability to decisively influ-
ence the movement.

With this attitude, the SWP finds
itself led by whatever political forces
seem to dominate a particular conjunc-
ture. They no longer have an indepen-
dent orientation of trying to influence
events to meet the objective needs of the
Central American people and the North
American workers.

A revolutionary leadership would
have attempted to broaden the pro-dem-
onstration forces, particularly by draw-
ing in organized labor, and led these
forces in putting pressure on the more
recalcitrant elements in the anti-inter-
vention movement to bring about fall
actions.

Fortunately, the SWP supports the
call for antiwar actions in the spring of
1986—like the other components of the
April Actions Network. The earlier the
movement unifies around the building
of this action the better. |
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The following is an interview with
Eric Auchard, a recent graduate of the
University of California at Berkeley and
a leader of the campus Campaign
Against Apartheid. The interview was
conducted in late September by Millie
Gonzalez.

Socialist Action: What is the back-
ground of the anti-apartheid movement
at Berkeley?

Eric Auchard: The boycott of the
South African elections in August 1984
and the protests in South Africa over
the past year made us think that now
was the time to try to force the univer-
sity to divest its $2.4 billion of staff and
faculty pension funds from companies
that do business in that country.

At the start of spring semester, the
University of California Divestment
Coalition was formed, which drew in
the labor unions on campus, graduate
student groups, and student political
groups. The coalition began petitioning
to demand that the university divest.

Events moved fast, and a series of
demonstrations took place last spring,
one of which was an evening march that
ended with a sit-in in front of the under-
graduate library.

The police drove a car into the mid-
dle of the sit-in, forcing people out of
the way. They came in with clubs and
started attacking everyone. Undergrad-
uates who had been studying in the
library were hit.

Meanwhile, violence in South Africa
had increased noticeably. On April 4,
students at Columbia University in New
York staged a sit-in.

A rally was held here on April 10 in
support of the Columbia students. That
led to another student sit-in at Biko
Plaza [Sproul Hall], which grew to
about 200 students. This wasn’t orga-
nized by any particular group.

At first the administration said the
sit-in was legal and gave us a paternalis-
tic pat on the back. But within a week
they grew disenchanted with it and
decided to make arrests. They did this in
the early hours of the morning, with a

How students ignited
apartheid protests

massive police presence in riot gear.

First, they arrested the students at the
sit-in. Then they proceeded to arrest a
majority of the student government,
who sat-in at the administration hall
later in the day.

The week prior to the national anti-
war demonstrations on April 20, smaller
demonstrations took place all across the
country. There were mass protests at
Berkeley on April 16, the day we were
arrested. An evening rally attracted
2000 to 3000 people.

The next day a large number of stu-
dents stayed away from classes and
went to a mass rally. On April 18 there
was a student-labor rally where a host
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of Bay Area labor leaders turned out, as
well as 500 members of the longshore
union. [The national convention of the
International Longshore and Warehouse
Union, which was meeting in San Fran-
cisco, adjourned to attend the rally.]
That was quite a day.

Within a week we started calling
around to other campuses and together
a national day of action was called for
April 24 against apartheid and in sup-
port of protests at Berkeley, Columbia,
and Cornell universities. About 100
schools took part.

S.A.: What’s the preseht state of the
anti-apartheid movement at U.C.

Berkeley?

Auchard: Now with the state of
emergency in South Africa there is
greater pressure to divest. Columbia
University is in the process of divesting.
We’re going to force divestment back on
the agenda. Demonstrations are being
organized leading up to the next Board
of Regents meeting in San Francisco.

S.A.: There are nine students, includ-
ing yourself, who are currently on trial
for anti-apartheid activities at Berkeley.
Can you give us an update on the situa-

~ tion?

Auchard: There were over 600 people
arrested during the demonstrations last
year. But a lot of the charges were later
dropped. Numerous trials occurred over

" the summer that ended in acquittals.

Student organizations had been peti-
tioning for months, asking to meet with
[University President] Gardner. It was
obvious that he was trying to hide on
the issue. So we went in to talk to him,
but since he wouldn’t speak to us we
decided to sit down and wait.

The university was in no mood to
have student activists sitting in at the
president’s office and they arrested us
very quickly. In addition to being
charged with trespassing, two of us were
charged (myself included) with battery
on a secretary. It is a trumped-up
charge.

This sets an ugly tone to our trial. We
are trying to get the charges dropped
but the university and the district attor-
ney seem unwilling to do so. They want
to make an example of us. They are try-
ing to criminalize political protests here
on the campus.

S.A.: What’s the future for the anti-
apartheid movement at U.C. Berkeley?

Auchard: U.S. involvement in South
Africa has never been so clearly
revealed as it is now. I think protests
will continue at Berkeley, both because
of the ongoing terror in South Africa
and because of the illegitimacy of the
university’s attempt to deny free speech
on the campus. |

Cannery workers hurl
defiance at company

By HECTOR TOBAR

WATSONVILLE, Calif.—More than
3000 people from across Northern Cali-
fornia marched on Oct. 7 in support of
cannery workers involved in a bitter and
violent strike here. It was the largest and
most militant demonstration of labor
solidarity this small agricultural com-
munity has ever seen.

Most of the 2000 workers on strike
are Hispanic women, half of whom
speak little or no English. They consti-
tute a vital part of California’s agricul-
tural industry. More frozen food is pro-
duced in Watsonville than anywhere else
in the United States.

The strike began on Sept. 9. The
members of Teamster Local 912 rejected
wage and benefit cuts announced by
both Watsonville Canning and Richard
Shaw Inc. Under the contract proposed
by Shaw, new workers could earn as lit-
tle as $2.43 an hour.

The march on Oct. 7 included stu-
dents from University of California
campuses at Santa Cruz and Berkeley,
members of the United Farm Workers
(UFW), and members of Teamster locals
from throughout Northern California.
But by far the largest presence was that
of the Hispanic working people of Wat-
sonville, who turned out in large num-
bers to show their support for the
strikers.

After arally at downtown Callaghan
Park, the demonstrators marched
through Watsonville’s working-class
neighborhoods to the facilities of Wat-
sonville Canning, one of two firms
involved in the strike.

As marchers approached the plant
gate, their chanting reached a fever
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pitch, and there were tense moments
when some attempted to surge forward
through police lines. March organizers,

however, decided not to confront the -

police, who were dressed in full riot
gear—including four-foot long clubs.

Strikers defy court order

The march was seen as a setback to
the attempts of management and the
police to intimidate the strikers and iso-
late them from community support.
One week after the strike broke out, the
company had obtained a court order
limiting the number of pickets to 4 per
gate and prohibiting any public gather-
ing within 100 yards of the plant.

One goal of the Oct. 7 march was to
defy the court order, which was seen as
a violation of the strikers’ First Amend-

ment right to free assembly. Despite the
large display of support, however, the
harassment of individual strikers has
increased in recent weeks.

At a meeting with students at the
University of California at Santa Cruz,
one striker recounted how she was given
a citation for speaking to a fellow
worker on the picket line. She had
apparently violated a court injunction
requiring pickets to keep a distance of
20 feet between each other.

The strikers have also spoken of their
complete unwillingness to accept the 28
percent to 56 percent wage cuts pro-
posed by the cannery owners. Guillar-
mina Ramirez, in an interview with City
on a Hill Press, described the $4.25 an
hour she would receive under the pro-
posed contract as “miserable pay.”

“It’s not enough to live on)’ she
added. My rent alone is $400 a month,
and if medical benefits are cut, I won’t
be able to pay my doctor bills.”

Chavelo Moreno, who has worked at
Watsonville Canning for 23 years, said,
“if we let the patrones do what they
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Supporters of striking cannery workers rally in Watsonville, Calif., on Oct. 7.

want to do, they’ll lower everyone else’s
wages. It’s important to get the word
out to everyone that it’s not worth it to
work for so little money.” .

The strike got off the ground despite
the early inactivity of local Teamster
officials. They approved the strike only
two months after the workers voted
475-15 at Shaw and 545-6 at Watsonville
Canning to authorize a walkout.

Ranks take initiative

Most of the initiative in this strike
has, in fact, come from the rank and
file. As one striker, Chavelo Martinez
put it, “in this strike we’ve learned to
organize ourselves.”

Violence surrounding the strike
increased recently when fires were set at
two food processing plants and a cafe
frequented by local business executives
and police. The fires have received
extensive coverage in the Northern Cali-
fornia media—which have attributed
them to the “frustration” of the
strikers.

The companies have used the inci-
dents as an excuse to break off negotia-
tions with the union. It is highly doubt-
ful, however, that any strikers are
involved in setting the fires.

As one Teamster official told a local
newspaper, “Our people are watched so
closely by the police there is no way it
could be us.”

A worker on the picket line at Wat-
sonville Canning added, ‘I don’t
believe a striker set the fire. We don’t
want any violence. Why would we hurt
the plant’s equipment? We want to go
back to work and we know the company
will need the equipment to employ us
when it’s over.”

The need is critical to bring the full
strength of organized labor behind the
cannery workers. To this end, continued
marches and actions are being planned
by the strikers. Committees in support
of the strikers have also been formed at
various campuses and cities throughout
Northern California. |
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(continued from page 1)
argued that U.S. foreign policy is an
extension of its racist domestic policy.
“However America treats people
within,” he said, “that is the way she
treats people outside because her for-
eign policy is an extension of her own

philosophy, values, and cultural
" upbringing.”
Farrakhan continued, ‘“America’s

foreign policy toward Central America,
Africa, Asia, the Middle East, and
Latin America is a reflection of its own
wickedness toward these peoples.” Far-
rakhan has been an outspoken critic of
Reagan’s policy of ‘“constructive
engagement” in South Africa.

In the same speech Farrakhan defied
the FBI to arrest him as he agitated
against Blacks joining the U.S. Armed
Forces or “responding to the draft.” He
argued, ‘“America is the number one
enemy of freedom-loving peoples on
earth. What business do you have fight-
ing for such wickedness?”

This is Farrakhan’s main message
against the racism and imperialism of
capitalist America that has inspired the
media barrage against him, not his
lapses into anti-Semitic generalizations.

Anti-Semites for Israel

There is, of course, real cause for
concern that anti-Semitism will again
serve the interests of ‘“‘another Hitler)
this time in our own country.

But if there are any among the anti-
Farrakhan chorus who are genuinely
concerned over a new rise of anti-Semi-
tism, they are looking in the wrong
direction. The real anti-Semites, of the
most virulent variety, are to be found
today among the lily-white friends of
the racist Israeli state.

It is an open secret that the militant,
mass-based, right-wing movements are
both pro-Israel and anti-Jewish. It is the
likes of the Jerry Falwells, who say
things like “the Jews can’t get into
heaven,” who constitute the fertile soil
for a mass fascist movement.

Unlike Farrakhan, who for whatever
reasons wrongly amalgamates Zionism
and people of Jewish descent, the

Falwells clearly distinguish between
Zionists and Jews. They love Israel and
hate Jews. And, unlike Farrakhan, they
also hate Blacks, Catholics, unions, and
of course, communists and socialists of
any variety.

It is, of course, true that Jews in their
great majority support Zionism. It is
also true that most politicians who are
Jewish seek to wield their influence
among Jews and others to back up the
pro-Israeli policy of the U.S. govern-
ment. But this only seems to support the
notion voiced by Farrakhan that a
“powerful Jewish lobby” determines
governmental policy in‘the Middle East.

A closer look at the facts proves the
contrary. It was only after U.S. imperi-
alism—with the support of every major
power, including the Stalinist govern-
ment of the Soviet Union—decided at
the end of World War II to carve out a
Jewish state in Palestine, that mass sen-

timent was generated for Zionism.

Before that time, the predominant
tendency among Jews in capitalist coun-
tries like the United States was to look
to the labor movement as their ally in
the struggle against oppression. And the
vanguard of Jewish workers looked to
socialist revolution for a final abolition
of racial and national oppression.

Israel was created, financed, and
armed to the teeth for one purpose: to
suppress the simmering Arab revolution
and maintain imperialist domination
and super-exploitation of the Middle
East. A settler state, completely depen-
dent for its existence upon U.S. imperi-
alism and destined to be a virtual nation
of mercenaries in the service of U.S,
foreign policy, was set up in Palestine
against the will of the indigenous popu-
lation.

This is when and why mass support
for Zionism was manufactured by the

American capitalist class—not the
“Jewish lobby.” The capitalist monop-
oly on the machinery of opinion-mold-
ing was set into motion in a massive
propaganda offensive to sell the racist/
Zionist Jewish settler state to the Ameri-
can people.

The holocaust, in which 6 million
Jews were exterminated, was used as a
justification for imperialist violations of
the Palestinian people’s right to self-
determination. It was also a club
wielded to silence anyone with an
instinct for international class solidarity
and simple justice.

People who might inquire as to the
rights of the Palestinians were portrayed
as indifferent to the historic persecution
of the Jewish people, if not themselves
anti-Semites.

“Jewish capitalist” scapegoat

The labor bureaucracy played a par-
ticularly reprehensible role, dragooning
the unions into an unprecedented cam-
paign to sell Zionism to workers in this
country.

This betrayal by the labor bureauc-
racy effectively stifled opposition within
the labor movement to U.S. imperialist
policy. It also contributed to the victory
of reactionary, pro-capitalist Zionism
over the proud, proletarian-internation-
alist heritage of Jewish workers.

But this ‘“victory” by the labor
bureaucrats only serves to fuel the anti-
Semitic bomb that ticks away in the
heart of capitalist America.

“Anti-Semitism is the socialism [the
anti-capitalism] of idiots,” Lenin once
said. And just as Hitler diverted the
middle class of Germany from a grow-
ing anti-capitalist consciousness, so too
will the fascist saviors of capitalism seek
to divert Americans toward venting
their anti-capitalism against a “Jewish
capitalist” scapegoat in America.

Farrakhan—based in the oppressed
Black community, which has no objec-
tive interest in the capftalist system—
cannot play this role. Actually, he may
well be compelled to guard against
amalgamating the Zionists with the Jew-
ish people. But the longer he persists in
such errors, the more disservice he does
to himself, to the cause of Black nation-
alism, and to the general struggle
against racism and imperialism. |
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Strikers blast General Dynamics

By HENRY AUSTIN

DETROIT—Five thousand members
of Local 1200 of the United Auto Work-
ers workers struck the General
Dynamics Corp. on Sept. 18, rejecting
the arms manufacturer’s second con-
tract offer this year.

The strike involves workers at the
company’s tank-building Land Systems
Division, which was purchased from the
Chrysler Corp. as part of the federal
government’s 1982 bailout of the auto
giant. Plants in Warren, Mich., Lima,
Ohio, and at three other parts plants are
affected by the strike.

The issues in the strike are clear. The
workers want parity with Chrysler
workers in hourly earnings. The average
Chrysler worker makes $13.23 per hour,
while wages at General Dynamics range
from $7.49 to $11.50 per hour.

Significantly, the strike is also over
the two-tiered wage system, under
which new workers are receiving only 60
percent of the prevailing wage for three
years—the life of the contract!

Another issue is the deplorabie safety
conditions that the workers have had to
put up with under the UAW’s conces-
sion-motivated 1982 contract. For
example, freon was introduced as a
cleaning agent in the tanks. This was a
short cut designed to reduce cleaning
from three hours to 30 minutes. Only
after two workers died from freon
fumes did the company discontinue this
practice. The union members are
demanding the right to strike over
safety issues.

Local 1200’s president, Jim Coakley,

says, ‘“We know what we’re involved in.
These people have a right to go out
there and strike for the best damn agree-
ment they can get—and who’s to tell
them what’s good for them and what’s
not.”

Coakley has criticized the lack of
support for the strike on the part of the
UAW’s top leadership. “Now for the
first time [when] we’re faced with a con-
frontation, they tell you to pull in your
horns...because this is General

Jim Coakley,
Dynamics plant in Warren, Mich.

Dynamics and it don’t count. Baloney,
it don’t count. We know what we’re
involved in.”

Local 1200 is making no bones about
the issues. Together with those striking
against the Chrysler Corp., the Hormel
Packing Co. in Austin, Minn., and the
Wheeling-Pittsburgh Steel Corp. in
Ohio, Pennsylvania, and West Virginia,
they are demonstrating a new-found
confidence that union workers can fight
back. a

president of UAW Local 1200, at picket line in front of General
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Chrysler, UAW reach settiement

TELL ME AGAIN HOW [M GOING TO HAVE. T

SACRIFICE AND HOLD THE LINE \\JE \

By NAT WEINSTEIN

Owen F. Bieber, president of the United Auto
Workers, jubilantly announced the settlement of the
week-old strike of 70,000 Chrysler employees on
Oct. 23.

In claiming that all the union’s bargaining goals
were achieved, Beiber is deceiving auto workers.
What the union got from Chrysler may have,
indeed, been the UAW head bureaucrat’s goal. But it
was hardly the victory that he claimed.

Chrysler workers will get a 2.25 percent raise the
first year—less than the expected inflation rate.

* In the second year workers will get another 2.25
percent raise—but in a lump sum.

In the third year the raise will be 3 percent.
The cold facts of this wage accord, however, are

sugar-coated with a provision for immediate bonuses

of $2000 per worker and $1000 for each retired
worker as partial compensation for the many-times
higher wages lost since the big giveaway to save
Chrysler from bankruptcy in 1979.

But this is not the worst part of the deal cut
between Chrysler and the UAW bureaucracy.

Two-tier wage scale

The contract includes a two-tier wage scale: New
workers will start at 85 percent of the pay rates of
the existing workforce. Also, Chrysler won a con-
tract that will extend until Sept. 14, 1988, a year past
the expiration of the current agreements at G.M.
and Ford and the recently concluded pact between
the Canadian UAW and Chrysler’s subsidiary there.

The two-tier pay scale now completes the demo-
ralizing institution of lower pay for new workers in
the Big Three of America’s auto makers. And the
setting of an expiration date one year later in the
case of the Chrysler workers will work to the auto
capitalists’ further advantage in future bargaining.

The contract contains many other clauses whose
final form workers normally do not see until months

after a contract has been approved. Typically the

one affecting Chrysler’s ability to further transfer
work to “outside sources” (a euphemism for com-
panies with lower wage scales) is called an “under-
standing)” Such “understandings” usually end up
with two opposed interpretations.

A so-called “security fund” (certain to provide no
security) will also be established for ‘“displaced”
workers resulting from “outsourcing” as well as new
labor-saving technology and speedup. Another
clause covers “profit-sharing)’ but is admittedly even
stingier than the one rejected by Chrysler workers in
1982.

Sops of $600 to spouses of deceased workers and
$200 more to all retired workers and surviving
spouses are slated to be tossed in the second year of
the contract. ]

Owen Bieber, residenl of UAW

That’s right, it’s Christmas buying time once again! So, what
is the Neiman-Marcus catalog offering this season, you ask?
How about a special “his” and “hers” gift—two finished South
African diamonds cut from a single rough!

They're just that little something for those twin bank vaults
you've been wanting to decorate—yours for $2 million post-
paid—and you should count yourself lucky that apartheid
makes diamonds so cheap.

. « « Steelworkers

(continued from page 1)

lucky to get their train back undam-
aged.

Attempts to move steel by truck were
equally unsuccessful as hundreds of
steelworkers and their supporters
swelled picket lines whenever such
attempts were niade.

The local community support won by
steelworkers forced the states of Ohio,
Pennsylvania, and West Virginia to
agree that Wheeling-Pittsburgh’s action
constituted a lock-out and honor steel-
workers’ claims for unemployment
compensation.

Recognizing this as a dress rehearsal
for next year’s basic steel negotiations,
steelworkers around the country dug
into their pockets to make the financial
contributions that would enable the
Wheeling-Pittsburgh workers to con-
tinue their determined stand.

Fears are justified

The initial relief that they had forced
the company back to the bargaining
table was gradually replaced by feelings
of fear and helplessness as company and
union officials engaged in top-secret
negotiations.

The tentative settlement was reached
on Oct. 15. As steelworkers began to
study this proposed agreement, they saw
that their fears were justified.

Under this new agreement, Wheeling-
Pittsburgh steelworkers, who were
already making less than their counter-
parts who work for other basic steel
companies, will suffer another direct
pay cut.

The average wage will drop to $10.05
per hour, with an additional $1.09-per-
hour average incentive bonus. The
agreement also calls for a “Price Escala-
tion Bonus Plan;’ which will allow for a
possible additional $1.00-per-hour pay-
ment based on steel price increases.

Sunday premium pay, cost-of-living
adjustments, and vacation bonuses for
taking vacations during undesirable per-
iods are eliminated. The shift differen-
tial for working afternoons or nights is
20 cents less per hour than at other basic
steel companies.

Wheeling-Pittsburgh  workers will

have only half as many paid holidays -
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compared to other basic steel plants.
Ten-years seniority will be required for
two weeks vacation, 17-years seniority
for three weeks, and 25-years seniority
for four weeks.

Pension plan, work rules attacked

Prior to the announcement of this
settlement offer, the banks mounted a
serious attack on the pension plan.

Since this plan is now in default by
approximately $400 million, due to the
company’s failure to make any pay-
ments since July 21, the banks that hold
Wheeling-Pittsburgh loans have peti-
tioned Judge Warren Bentz to remove
the pension plan from the union con-
tract. At the same time ex-chairman and
CEO Carney was guaranteed over $1
million in severance pay.

The tentative agreement provides for
a $1.05 per-hour-worked company con-
tribution into a ‘“Pensioners’ Relief
Program Fund” in case the current pen-
sion fund is terminated.

While the cuts in wages and benefits
are bad, the more serious attacks are on

. work rules.

In an attempt to appear cooperative
and concerned about the needs of the
company, the union agrees to job com-
bination and elimination. The agree-
ment says:

“In the negotiations that pre-
ceeded the signing of this Agree-
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ment, the Company stressed its
need to reduce the costs of pro-
ducing steel if it is to reorganize,
become competitive in the steel
industry, and remain as a source
of employment for USWA
employees. The Union recognizes
that certain job combinations and
job restructuring can be achieved
by the Company.”

A buy-out provision is introduced in
exchange for these lost jobs. For each
job lost, one employee will be allowed
to buy out of the company for a pay-
ment of $967 per month over a 24-
month period.

Although 4700 Wheeling-Pittsburg
workers had signed petitions demanding
that labor-management participation
teams be eliminated from the new agree-
ment, the new “cooperative” program
is mandatory. The USWA will also rec-
ommend one person to sit on the com-
pany’s board of directors.

A myth exposed

Although most contract language
remains the same, one change in the
grievance procedure will definitely allow
the company to run roughshod over
workers’ rights on the shop floor.

Non-monetary grievances, for exam-
ple, removal of a disciplinary warning

from someone’s record or improper
scheduling of next year’s vacation, will
be handled as before. However, any
monetary award must go to the federal
bankruptcy judge to decide if, when,
and how much the grievant will be paid.

Thus, if an arbitrator rules a worker
was unjustly discharged six months ago,
this worker will be brought back to
work with no loss of seniority. However,
Judge Bentz will decide when and if the
worker receives his wages for the six
months he was out of work. .

The agreement states:

“The new management of
Wheeling-Pittsburgh Steel and the
USWA jointly recognize that in
order for the company to meet the
immediate challenge of survival
and the long-range need for pros-
perity, growth, and secure employ-
ment, that both parties must more
closely work together in a joint
partnership that extends from the
shop floor to the board room to
solve problems in a quicker and
more cooperatve manner.”

The entire agreement is based on the
USWA leadership’s belief that what’s
good for the company is good for the
workers. The proposed contract, how-
ever, will not do much to keep that myth
alive. |

The resolutions adopted by the 12th World Congress of
the Fourth International are now available in a special
fissue of International Viewpoint. Copies of this issue
can be purchased for only $6.00 from Socialist Action.
This price includes postal fees.

% We offer a special introductory offer of three issues for $3. A six-
month subscription is $22, and one year of International View-
point is available for $42. Subscribe now!

Return to 3435 Army St.
Rm. 308
San Francisco, CA 94110




Hormel strike
arouses labor

By JAKE COOPER and MIKE
ZUKOWSKI

AUSTIN, Minn.—An estimated 2000
people rallied here on Oct. 19 in support
of the ongoing strike by packinghouse
workers at the Hormel Packing Co.

The rally was preceeded by a 500-
vehicle caravan, led by a semi-trailer
packed with food, that delivered as
much as 80,000 Ibs. of food to the
strikers and their families. The caravan
stretched for several miles.

Donations came from the Minnesota
Central Labor Council; St. Paul Trades
and Labor Association; Minnesota
AFL-CIO; International Brotherhood
of Electrical Workers; American Feder-
ation of Teachers; Minnesota Education
Association; Oil, Chemical and Atomic
Workers union; United Auto Workers,
and others. The contributions also
included sizeable individual and group
donations collected at various work
sites.

The strike by Local P-9 of the United
Food and Commerical Workers
(UFCW) began on Aug. 14, when the
workers rejected Hormel’s union-bust-
ing proposal to cut wages, benefits, and
impose a two-tier wage system.

The rally and caravan on Oct. 19
included contingents from 36 union
locals in Region 13 of the United Food
and Commercial Workers (UFCW),
which is Local P-9’s district. Region 13
contingents came from throughout a
six-state area.

Rally speakers included Local P-9
President Jim Guyette, Jake Cooper
from the Strike Support Committee,
and Joe Hansen, head of Region 13. At

the rally, Hansen pledged all-out sup-
port from the region for the strikers.
The labor movement in Minnesota is

“taking the union’s fight as its own. This

solidarity exists because of the wide-
spread sympathy of the rank-and-file
union members throughout the state.
This solidarity hasn’t been taken for
granted, however.

Strikers at P-9 have been door to
door throughout the state explaining
their cause. They have projected that
they will hand out 750,000 leaflets.
There has been a groundswell of sup-
port from unions in the Twin-Cities area
for the strikers, as the success of the
emergency food caravans has demon-
strated.

The most recent negotiations broke
down on Oct. 15, after only a few days,
due to the company’s intransigence.
Although a small amount of work is
being done inside the plant by supervi-
sors, there are no scabs entering the
plant. Different types of equipment,
though, are being moved to other Hor-
mel plants.

In response, Local P-9 held a special
meeting after the rally to discuss plans,
in coordination with other Hormel
locals, to send roving picket lines to
shut down the eight other Hormel
plants in the Midwest.

In another development, the
National Labor Relations Board has
taken a swipe at the First Amendment,
ruling that Local P-9’s “corporate cam-
paign” of informational leafleting at
First Bank Systems, Hormel’s financial
partner, is illegal.

Even so, the Hormel strikers are
standing strong. And, as the outpour of

X
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Jim Guyette, president of Local P-9 of the UFCW, addresses Austin, Minn.,
rally on Oct. 19. Other speakers on platform include Jake Cooper (front row in
middle), member of the strike support committee and of Socialist Action; Bud
Schuite, and Joe Hansen, head of UFCW Region 13.

Socialist Action/Lynn Henderson

support from the labor movement dem-
onstrates, they are not standing alone.
Donations should be sent to United

Support Group, P-9 Emergency and
Hardship Fund, 316 Fourth Ave. NE,
Austin, Minn. 55912, [ ]

By KATE CURRY

CINCINNATI, Ohio—More than
500 pickets joined in a rally at the
Fernald, Ohio, uranium enrichment
plant on Oct 8. Two days earlier the
unions had voted to strike the feed
materials production center, which proc-
esses low-level uranium into metal
ingots for use at other nuclear-weapons
production facilities.

The 646-member coalition of the
Fernald Atomic Trades and Labor
Council voted by a 75-percent majority
to walk off the job onto a 24-hour
picket line to protest health and safety
conditions. The strike committee
expects at least a month-long strike.

Negotiations have broken down
between National Lead of Ohio, Inc., a
private company that currently runs the
plant for the U.S. Department of
Energy, and the labor council, repre-
senting 15 craft and production unions.
The old contract expired Sept. 30.

Workers at the plant find themselves
in contact with radioactive dust, toxic
chemicals and waste, heavy metals, and
high voltage. National Lead calls the
workers’ demands for reduced radiation
exposure ‘‘unrealistic.”” The unions

Nuclear workers
react in Ohio

want stronger monitoring and inspec-
tion plans, and increased worker partici-
pation in establishing safety guidelines.

Recent events underscore why work-
ers are more than concerned. On Aug.
21, 1985, 2.4 pounds of depleted ura-
nium and 135 pounds of magnesium
fluoride powder, a byproduct from large
metallic uranium forms, spilled, causing
the evacuation of a plant building. Two
days later, 20 gallons of aqueous
hydrofluric acid, a very-corrosive fluid,
spilled inside the plant.

Uranium dust released

Since the plant opened in 1951,
Fernald has released 215,000 pounds of
radioactive dust into the atmosphere
and 163,000 pounds of uranium into the
water, according to Department of
Energy reports.

The reports claim that the leaks

Strikers at the Fernald, Ohio, uranium enrichment plant '
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present no public health threat. Another
11.3 million pounds of uranium are bur-
ied at the plant. From late September to
early December 1984, more than 200
pounds of uranium dust were emitted
into the atmosphere.

This release brought attention to the
plant’s out-of-date machinery. A com-
munity group has been protesting the
leaks, and Senate hearings on the issue
were held in the area. National Lead is
proceeding with $350 million in
improvements or nearly half the plant’s
replacement value.

A July 25, 1985, Department of
Energy report concludes that renovating
the 34-year-old system will not be
enough to adequately reduce the risk of
a catastrophic chemical reaction. Super-
vision and training must also improve.

National Lead is studying the health
impact of uranium on humans in an
effort to cheat employees out of work-
ers’ compensation benefits. Since 1956
they have used two plans for getting
organ and body parts for this study.
First employees were asked to make a
posthumous donation of their organs or
entire bodies for the company’s study.

Failing to convince many to volun-
teer, they went behind the backs of the
families and bargained with local coro-
ners and pathologists to provide the
company with body parts. The coroners
are denying any role in the scheme. The
Fernald workers’ unions view the clan-
destine program as an effort to shroud
work-related diseases.

The Department of Energy claims
that “most major process incidents

result from errors or conditions that can
be traced to breakdown in management
controls.” Apparently even they got fed
up with the slip-shod management of
National Lead, and granted a five-and-
half-year, $900 million to $1 billion
management contract to Westinghouse
Electric of Pittsburgh. Westinghouse is
due to take over operations at Fernald
on April 1, 1986.

Westinghouse takes over

The takeover agreement includes lay-
offs for many of the 1100 workers.
Given the upcoming change in manage-
ment, the unions want to go for a one-
year contract, hoping for a better deal
from Westinghouse.

Some are even hoping that Wes-
tinghouse will be brought in sooner,
since National Lead seems uninterested
in seriously discussing the crucial health
and safety issues affecting both the
workers at the plant and the residents of
the Cincinnati area.

But whoever runs the plant, it is cer-
tain that the safety of the workers will
take a back seat to management’s inter-
est in making a profit. And as recent
experience shows, corporate takeovers
usually signal even further attacks
against the unions. n
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AFL-CIO leaders launch drive
counter antiwar mood in unie

By ALAN BENJAMIN

For the past two months, the AFL-
CIO top leadership, in close collabora-
tion with the American Institute for
Free Labor Development (AIFLD), has
conducted a national campaign aimed at
countering the growing opposition
within the labor movement to U.S. pol-
icy in Central America.

The campaign is scheduled to wind
up at the Oct. 28-31 AFL-CIO national
convention in Anaheim, Calif., where
the AFL-CIO leaders hope to push
through a resolution supporting the
U.S. war in Central America.

AIFLD, the labor federation’s arm in
Latin America, has been an active sup-

. porter of the State Department’s policy
toward this region. It is an official insti-
tute of the AFL-CIO but it receives
about 90 percent of its funds from the
U.S. government’s Agency for Interna-
tional Development (AID). Numerous
mainstream publications—as well as ex-
CIA agents like Philip Agee—have
directly linked AIFLD to the CIA.

The AFL-CIO leadership’s campaign
has included two-day labor seminars in
nine states, tours to AFL-CI1O state con-
ventions by high labor officials and
union leaders from the federations
AIFLD favors in Central America, and
the distribution of a new 300-page
AIFLD document and a documentary
film on Central America.

At the previous AFL-CIO conven-
tion, which was held in October 1983 in
Hollywood, Fla., the top AIFLD offi-
cials had organized an invited-guests-
only conference entitled ‘“Threats to
Democracy in Central America.”

The purpose of this high-visibility
conference was to ‘‘denounce Soviet
interventionism in the region” and
thereby to pressure all wings of the
labor officialdom into accepting a more
hawkish resolution on Central America.

This year the AFL-CIO and AIFLD
leaders have devoted two full months to
accomplish this same objective.

Traumatized by opposition

The scope of the fall AIFLD cam-
paign is an indication that the top labor
officials are seriously concerned about
the increasing rift within the labor
movement over U.S. policy in Central
America.

A Sept. 11, 1985, AFL-CIO letter to
all regional directors made this concern
explicit. In this letter, Donald Slaiman
urged all the directors to inform him
about the “campaign to challenge AFL-

AFL-CIO Secretary-Treasurer Thomas Donahue addresses Minne

CIlO foreign policy.” Slaiman was par-
ticularly anxious to know about “any
efforts to introduce resolutions on Cen-
tral America in state and local federa-
tion conventions that do not conform to
AFL-CIO policy.”

One reason the top AFL-CIO leader-
ship is so concerned about the issue of
Central America is that a split has
occurred within its own ranks over what
policy to adopt toward this region.

In 1982, the National Labor Com-
mittee in Support of Democracy and

cratic society.”

This position directly contradicts that
of Lane Kirkland, the president of the
AFL-CIO and of AIFLD. Kirkland,
who served on the bipartisan Kissinger
Commission on Central America in Jan-
uary 1984, actively supported the Com-
mission’s recommendations to send
$400 million in military aid to El Salva-
dor for 1984-85 and to increase the U.S.
force against the Sandinista government
of Nicaragua.

Regarding Nicaragua, the July 1985

CENTRAL AMERICAN NUMBER DESIGNED BY REAGAN OF HoLLYWo0D!"

Human Rights in El Salvador was
formed. This committee includes the
presidents of 24 major international
unions. It has issued two fact-finding
reports—the latest one in July 1985—
strongly opposing the AFL-CIO line on
Central America.

The committee’s July 1985 report,
entitled “The Search for Peace in Cen-
tral America)” recommended that all
U.S. military aid to the government of
El Salvador be stopped on the grounds
that “the human rights situation in El
Salvador has not improved and trade-
union and political rights are still being
violated.”

The report also stated that “the
crimes of the past have gone unpun-
ished” and that “President Napoleon
Duarte [of El Salvador] does not pos-
sess the power necessary to implement
needed reforms and sustain a demo-

sota AFL-CIO

convention. Donahue’s resolution on Central America was overwhelmingly

rejected by the 729 delegates.

AFL-CIO News

Taken from August 1985 issue of Labor Notes

National Labor Committee report rec-
ommended that the U.S. government
“end all military support for the coun-
terrevolutionary  groups (contras)
attacking Nicaragua from Honduras
and Costa Rica.”

The report stated that Nicaragua is
not “the totalitarian government of
Reagan’s pronouncements.” It also
noted that “the contra forces are not
supported by the vast majority of the
Nicaraguan people.”

The Doherty/Brown road show

The fall AIFLD road tour featured
keynote speeches by Irving Brown, head
of the labor federation’s International
Affairs Department, and William
Doherty, executive director of AIFLD.
Also part of the tour were presentations
by three Central American trade union-
ists who are affiliated to unions sup-
ported by the AFL-CIO through
AIFLD.

Doherty told labor gatherings around
the country that the purpose of the
AFL-CIO/AIFLD campaign was to
answer the “deliberate campaign of mis-
information and deception promoted by
the Sandinista government of Nicaragua
and by the Communist-led World Feder-
ation of Trade Unions (WFTU).”

Doherty, with few facts and typical
CIA disinformation tactics, sought to
demonstrate that ‘Nicaragua was
responsible for the systematic violation
of basic trade-union and human
rights.” He called on the Sandinista
government “to open a dialogue with
the democratic opposition [i.e. the con-
tras] and to implement a system of dem-
ocratic pluralism as originally promised
to the Organization of American
States.”

Doherty also praised the Duarte gov-
ernment in El Salvador, which has been
massively bombing the civilian popula-
tion in a modern ‘“scorched-earth” pol-
icy, for curbing human rights abuses.

Doherty urged further U.S. military and
economic aid to that country.

Doherty refrained from attacking the
National Labor Committee by name,
but indirectly included the committee
among those non-AIFLD union delega-
tions that had visited Nicaragua over
the past two years and had “promoted
the Sandinistas’ misinformation and
deception campaign.”

In an Aug. 30, 1985, report circu-
lated at the labor meetings, Doherty
stated: “Most of these delegations have
been given the regular ‘Cook’s tourl. ..
Upon their return to the United States,
these groups have issued reports on how
great the Sandinistas were and what
they had done for the workers.”

Kirkland’s ally defects

To Kirkland’s great chagrin, even the
AFL-CIO-supported union in El Salva-
dor, the Popular Democratic Unity
(UPD), has turned against the Duarte
regime and AIFLD. The UPD had ini-
tially been one of the regime’s big sup-
porters.

In a Feb. 15, 1985, letter to Duarte’s
Christian Democratic Party, UPD Gen-
eral Secretary Ramon Mendoza indicted
the Duarte government for failing to
implement land redistribution and for
“increasing the repression against legiti-
mate trade unionists.”

Soon after the UPD broke its pact
with the Duarte government, AIFLD
withdrew its financial support to the
UPD. AIFLD then supplanted the UPD
with the Democratic Workers Central
(CTD), which is a totally fictitious orga-
nization consisting of a maximum of
1000 members.

According to the Labor Network on
Central America, the CTD has been
seeking an alliance with a new right-
wing party, Patria Libre, which is an
offshoot of Roberto D’Aubuisson’s
ARENA party. D’Aubuisson is one of

the principal leaders of the Salvadoran
death squads.

On Aug. 14, 1985, Mendoza wrote a
letter to AFL-CIO President Lane
Kirkland. “AIFLD’s work is rapidly
deteriorating in a process of corruption,
manipulation, and false representation)’
Mendoza stated. He concluded his letter
by demanding that “AIFLD get out of
El Salvador.”

Kirkland defeated in Minnesota

A significant challenge to the
Kirkland leadership’s foreign policy

" occurred at two state AFL-CIO conven-

tions held this fall.

On Sept. 22-24, the top labor offi-
cials took their tour to the Minnesota
State AFL-CIO convention. Thomas
Donahue, secretary-treasurer of the
AFL-CIO, arrived in St. Paul, Minn.,
on the last day of the convention to
present a resolution on Central America
to the over 700 delegates.

“The resolution came in after the
deadline and wasn’t even part of the
original published resolutions,’ said a
local labor official who asked not to be
identified.

The union official explained that
despite the “irregular procedure;” Dona-
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hue was able to convince the resolutions
committee to recommend a ‘“‘yes” vote
on his Central America resolution and a
“no” vote on the two opposing resolu-
tions.

When it came time to vote, the
Kirkland line was overwhelmingly
defeated. “There were almost no ‘yes’
votes for the Kirkland resolution—at
most 10 to 15 out of 729 delegates;’ said
the union official.

Moreover, the two opposing resolu-
tions calling for an end to U.S. military
aid to the Duarte government and an
end to U.S. support to the contras won
by a large majority.

Compromise reached in Massachusetts

On Oct. 3-5, the Massachusetts State
AFL-CIO convention was the scene of a
similar confrontation between the two
opposing wings of the labor movement.

But the character and the outcome of
the debate were different because of the
different strategy adopted by the Massa-
chusetts Labor Committee on Central
America, a group of 45 local union
presidents who support the conclusions
of the National Labor Committee’s lat-
est report.

Dave Slaney, president of the United
Steelworkers of America Local 2431
and the labor committee’s chairperson,
explained that the oppositionists had
proposed a compromise to Dave Jessup,
AIFLD’s official representative at the
convention, in the hopes of helping to
“educate the ranks about U.S. interven-
tionist policy in Central America.”
~ “We said we’d withdraw our resolu-
tion if they withdrew theirs;” Slaney
said. “I think they didn’t want a floor
fight and were afraid we’d win, so they
accepted our proposal.”

Slaney said the compromise also
involved a public debate at the time of
the convention between Frank Hammer,
whom the committee had flown in from
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Detroit, and Jessup. Hammer’s brother,
Michael Hammer, was the AIFLD agri-
cultural field agent who was killed in El
Salvador in Januarly 1981.

“The trade-off was definitely worth
it from our point of view,’ Slaney said.

In the phone interview, Slaney also
proceeded to tell the story of how he
was overruled over one year ago by the
“Kirkland people” in Boston.

In July 1984, Slaney said, the Greater
Boston Labor Committee on Political
Education (COPE) approved a resolu-
tion he had submitted calling on the
entire Boston labor movement to sup-
port a non-binding referendum on the
Nov. 2 ballot that demanded an end to
U.S. intervention in Central America.

“Although my resolution passed;’
Slaney said, “the Kirkland people ruled
that it could not be submitted for a vote
to the full meeting of the Greater Bos-
ton Labor Council. It was ruled out of
order because it conflicted with AFL-
CIO policy. ”

“Of course, I was furious and
appealed this ruling to the AFL-CIO
National Executive Council]” Slaney
said. “Earlier this year, 1 was finally
given 20 minutes to appeal my case, but

National Labor Committee

Egardo Garcia, leader of the pro-Sandinista labor federation in Nicaragua, with Keith Johnson, woodworkers president, and
Ed Clark, ACTWU vice president (rear). Garcia and Johnson will be among speakers on Central America panel at Nov. 2
antiwar conference in San Francisco. Other panelists include Dolores Huerta, vice president of the United Farm Workers;
James Herman, president of the International Longshore and Warehouse Union; and Dave Dyson of the National Labor
Committee in Support of Democracy and Human Rights in El Salvador.

Kirkland upheld the decision and told
me to get lost.”

According to a Nov. 28, 1984, press
release by the Massachusetts Central
America Referendum Campaign, the
“Vote Yes For Peace” initiative won by
a 2-to-1 majority statewide and a 3-to-1
majority in the Greater Boston area.
“While the voters re-elected Ronald
Reagan,’ the statement noted, ‘“they
rejected his aggressive policy in Central
America.”

Slaney lamented that the “undemo-
cratic” ruling by the Kirkland sup-
porters on the labor council “[had] pre-
vented the labor movement in the city
from joining with the progressive
majority to oppose Reagan’s war.”

Controversy over tours

Another aspect of the continuing
debate over Central America involves
the various U.S. tours of non-AIFLD
trade unionists from Central America.

This aspect of the controversy is not
new. In March 1983, Kirkiand sent out
a letter to all AFL-CIO state and local
central bodies urging them not to
endorse the tour of Alejandro Molina
Lara, the organizational secretary of the
National Federation of Salvadoran
Workers Unions (FENASTRAS).

FENASTRAS is a federation includ-
ing 26 national unions in El Salvador. It
is affiliated to the Trade Union Unity
Committee (CUS), which includes nine
Salvadoran labor federations, represent-
ing the vast majority of organized labor
in El Salvador.

Kirkland’s letter deplored the fact
that Molina Lara had been invited to
speak before numerous union bodies. It
also urged the local and regional union
directors to check with the AFL-CIO
Department of International Affairs
before allowing anyone to speak to an
AFL-CIO body on an international mat-
ter.

Kirkland sent a similar letter on
Aug. 29, 1985, warning all AFL-CIO
affiliates not to endorse a proposed
U.S. tour of what he called “supporters
of the guerrilla movements.”

The tour of eight trade unionists
from five countries in Central America
began in early October and is scheduled
to last through November. It has
already coincided in at least one city
with the AIFLD fall campaign tour.

The tour has been endorsed and
actively supported by several national
union presidents, including Kenneth T.
Blaylock of the American Federation of
Government Employees (AFGE) and
William Winpisinger of the Interna-
tional Association of Machinists (IAM).
Both are members of the National
Labor Committee.

Other labor tour supporters include
regional directors; international union
vice presidents such as Edward W. Clark
Jr. of the Amalgamated Clothing and
Textile Workers Union (ACTWU) and
Thomas P. Cronin of the American Fed-

eration of State, County and Municipal
Employees (AFSCME); and more than
50 union locals and local presidents.

“This tour represents organizations
that are associated with the Communist-
led World Federation of Trade Unions
(WFTU) based in Prague, Czechoslova-
kia)” Kirkland wrote in his letter. He
continued, “I call your attention to the
statement adopted by the AFL-CIO
Executive Council on Aug. 14 which
calls upon all of its affiliates—and
indeed all American trade unionists—to
shun contacts with the WFTU and its
affiliates.”

Once again, despite Kirkland’s “red-
baiting” appeal, many local union
bodies were willing to defy the top labor
leadership. Moreover, as of this writing,
none of the labor endorsers of the tour
have withdrawn their names.

“Labor must take a stand”

On Aug. 23, 1985, the San Francisco
Bay Area Mobilization for Peace, Jobs
and Justice, the coalition that organized
a march of 50,000 people on April 20,
sent out a letter to the community
announcing a Nov. 2 antiwar confer-
ence. The conference announcement
included the signatures of most of the
major labor leaders in the Bay Area.

A recent brochure states that the pur-
pose of the conference is “to bring
together nationally prominent trade
unionists and religious and community
figures to address the need for building
a majority movement against U.S. inter-
vention in Central America, against
U.S. support to South Africa apartheid,
against nuclear weapons, and for jobs
and justice.”

Explaining his decision to endorse
the Mobilization for Peace, Jobs and
Justice, Al Lannon, president of Local
6 of the International Longshore and
Warehouse Union (ILWU), told Social-
ist Action: “There is a very real move
toward direct U.S. intervention in Cen-
tral America by the United States. We
don’t need another generation of sol-
diers to come back in body bags.”

Lannon continued:

“Important sectors of the labor
movement are beginning to see the
need to get involved in the peace
issue before the body bags come
back. They are understanding that
labor can rebuild its strength if it
rebuilds alliances with the commu-
nity around issues that go beyond
the bread-and-butter issues.”

Coming just a few days after the
national AFL-CIO convention, the Nov.
2 conference is being viewed by many in
the labor movement as a national forum
in opposition to the AIFLD fall cam-
paign. [See article on Nov. 2 conference
in this issue of Socialist Action.]

Rubber-stamp days are over

Meanwhile, a campaign is underway
by the local Labor Committees on Cen-
tral America throughout the country to
get the state AFL-CIO presidents and
the local central labor council presi-
dents—the delegates to the Anaheim
convention—to endorse a resolution
calling for support to the National
Labor Committee’s recommendations.

A campaign letter that has been cir-
culated nationally states, “The National
Labor Committee represents over 50
percent of organized labor. It is critical
for working people in the United States
that this AFL-CIO convention accu-
rately reflect the views of its members.”

As of this writing there are no indica-
tions that the National Labor Commit-
tee members will submit a counterreso-
lution to Kirkland’s at the upcoming
AFL-CIO convention. “We’ve heard
rumors that leaders in ACTWU are con-
sidering presenting a resolution calling
for an end to U.S. support to the con-
tras, but these are just rumors)” said
Steelworkers’ local president Slaney.

“There is more heat than ever before
to follow the State Department line)’
said a union official who spoke on the
condition he not be identified. “The
National Labor Committee people will
be submitted to a heavy dose of red-
baiting.”

Whatever the outcome of the conven-
tion vote, however, what is clear from
the two months of intense debate over
Central America is that growing num--
bers of organized workers in this coun-
try are willing to buck the AFL-CIO
leadership on a major foreign policy
issue. -

Ed Clark, vice president of ACTWU
and a member of the last National
Labor Committee delegation to Central
America, accurately described the situa-
tion leading up to the AFL-CIO’s
national convention.

Clark said: “The days when a few
people in the {AFL-CIO] Department of
International Affairs made policy and
had it rubber stamped by the Executive
Council are over.” ]
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AFL-CIO leaders launch drive to
counter antiwar mood in unions

By ALAN BENJAMIN

For the past two months, the AFL-
CIO top leadership, in close collabora-
tion with the American Institute for
Free Labor Development (AIFLD), has
conducted a national campaign aimed at
countering the growing opposition
within the labor movement to U.S. pol-
icy in Central America.

The campaign is scheduled to wind
up at the Oct. 28-31 AFL-CIO national
convention in Anaheim, Calif., where
the AFL-CIO leaders hope to push
through a resolution supporting the
U.S. war in Central America.

AIFLD, the labor federation’s arm in
Latin America, has been an active sup-
porter of the State Department’s policy
toward this region. It is an official insti-
tute of the AFL-CIO but it receives
about 90 percent of its funds from the
U.S. government’s Agency for Interna-
tional Development (AID). Numerous
mainstream publications—as well as ex-
CIA agents like Philip Agee—have
directly linked AIFLD to the CIA.

The AFL-CIO leadership’s campaign
has included two-day labor seminars in
nine states, tours to AFL-CIO state con-
ventions by high labor officials and
union leaders from the federations
AIFLD favors in Central America, and
the distribution of a new 300-page
AIFLD document and a documentary
film on Central America.

At the previous AFL-CIO conven-
tion, which was held in October 1983 in
Hollywood, Fla., the top AIFLD offi-
cials had organized an invited-guests-
only conference entitled “Threats to
Democracy in Central America.”

The purpose of this high-visibility
conference was to ‘“denounce Soviet
interventionism in the region” and
thereby to pressure all wings of the
labor officialdom into accepting a more
hawkish resolution on Central America.

This year the AFL-CIO and AIFLD
leaders have devoted two full months to
accomplish this same objective.

Traumatized by opposition

The scope of the fall AIFLD cam-
paign is an indication that the top labor
officials are seriously concerned about
the increasing rift within the labor
movement over U.S. policy in Central

America.
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CIO foreign policy.” Slaiman was par-
ticularly anxious to know about “any
efforts to introduce resolutions on Cen-
tral America in state and local federa-
tion conventions that do not conform to
AFL-CIO policy.”

One reason the top AFL-CIO leader-
ship is so concerned about the issue of
Central America is that a split has
occurred within its own ranks over what
policy to adopt toward this region.

In 1982, the National Labor Com-
mittee in Support of Democracy and

cratic society.”

This position directly contradicts that
of Lane Kirkland, the president of the
AFL-CIO and of AIFLD. Kirkland,
who served on the bipartisan Kissinger
Commission on Central America in Jan-
uary 1984, actively supported the Com-
mission’s recommendations to send
$400 million in military aid to El Salva-
dor for 1984-85 and to increase the U.S.
force against the Sandinista government
of Nicaragua.

Regarding Nicaragua, the July 1985

"... AND HERE'S BROTHER KIRKLAND MODELING A GORGEOUS LITTLE
CENTRAL AMERICAN NUMBER DESIGNED BY REAGAN OF HOLLYWO0O0D!"

i

Human 'Rights in El Salvador was
formed. This committee includes the
presidents of 24 major international
unions. It has issued two fact-finding
reports—the latest one in July 1985—
strongly opposing the AFL-CIO line on
Central America.

The committee’s July 1985 report,
entitled “The Search for Peace in Cen-
tral America,” recommended that all
U.S. military aid to the government of
El Salvador be stopped on the grounds
that “the human rights situation in El
Salvador has not improved and trade-
union and political rights are still being
violated.”

The report also stated that ‘“the

- S T T

Taken from August 1985 issue of Labor Notes

National Labor Committee report rec-
ommended that the U.S. government
“end all military support for the coun-
terrevolutionary  groups  (contras)
attacking Nicaragua from Honduras
and Costa Rica.”

The report stated that Nicaragua is
not “the totalitarian government of
Reagan’s pronouncements.” It also
noted that “the contra forces are not
supported by the vast majority of the
Nicaraguan people.”

The Doherty/Brown road show

The fall AIFLD road tour featured
keynote speeches by Irving Brown, head
of the labor federation’s International

A O e U R | 't 842 1 L

Doherty urged further U.S. military and
economic aid to that country.

Doherty refrained from attacking the
National Labor Committee by name,
but indirectly included the committee
among those non-AIFLD union delega-
tions that had visited Nicaragua over
the past two years and had “promoted
the Sandinistas’ misinformation and
deception campaign.”

In an Aug. 30, 1985, report circu-
lated at the labor meetings, Doherty
stated: “Most of these delegations have
been given the regular ‘Cook’s tour. ..
Upon their return to the United States,
these groups have issued reports on how
great the Sandinistas were and what
they had done for the workers.”

Kirkland’s ally defects

To Kirkland’s great chagrin, even the
AFL-CIO-supported union in El Salva-
dor, the Popular Democratic Unity
(UPD), has turned against the Duarte
regime and AIFLD. The UPD had ini-
tially been one of the regime’s big sup-
porters.

In a Feb. 15, 1985, letter to Duarte’s
Christian Democratic Party, UPD Gen-
eral Secretary Ramon Mendoza indicted
the Duarte government for failing to
implement land redistribution and for
“increasing the repression against legiti-
mate trade unionists.”

Soon after the UPD broke its pact
with the Duarte government, AIFLD
withdrew its financial support to the
UPD. AIFLD then supplanted the UPD
with the Democratic Workers Central
(CTD), which is a totally fictitious orga-
nization consisting of a maximum of
1000 members.

According to the Labor Network on
Central America, the CTD has been
seeking an alliance with a new right-
wing party, Patria Libre, which is an
offshoot of Roberto D’Aubuisson’s
ARENA party. D’ Aubuisson is one of

hue was able to convince the resolutions
committee to recommend a ‘“yes’ vote
on his Central America resolution and a
“no” vote on the two opposing resolu-
tions.

When it came time to vote, the
Kirkland line was overwhelmingly
defeated. “There were almost no ‘yes’
votes for the Kirkland resolution—at
most 10 to 15 out of 729 delegates;’ said
the union official.

Moreover, the two opposing resolu-
tions calling for an end to U.S. military
aid to the Duarte government and an
end to U.S. support to the contras won
by a large majority.

Compromise reached in Massachusetts

On Oct. 3-5, the Massachusetts State
AFL-CIO convention was the scene of a
similar confrontation between the two
opposing wings of the labor movement.

But the character and the outcome of
the debate were different because of the
different strategy adopted by the Massa-
chusetts Labor Committee on Central
America, a group of 45 local union
presidents who support the conclusions
of the National Labor Committee’s lat-
est report.

Dave Slaney, president of the United

Steelworkers of America Local 2431
and the labor committee’s chairperson,
explained that the oppositionists had
proposed a compromise to Dave Jessup,
AIFLD’s official representative at the
convention, in the hopes of helping to
“educate the ranks about U.S. interven-
tionist policy in Central America.”
"~ “We said we’d withdraw our resolu-
tion if they withdrew theirs]” Slaney
said. “I think they didn’t want a floor
fight and were afraid we’d win, so they
accepted our proposal.”

Slaney said the compromise also
involved a public debate at the time of
the convention between Frank Hammer,
whom the committee had flown in from




Who are the real terrorists?
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By SYLVIA WEINSTEIN

During the Vietnam War a comedian
once joked about President Johnson:
“How do you know when the president
is lying?” The answer: “When his lips
are moving.”

Which brings us to our latest presi-
dent, “Rambo” Raygun. In his ravings
against terrorism Reagan is an exponent
of that old shibboleth that when you tell
a lie, tell a big one, and when you com-
mit a crime, point your finger at the vic-
tim instead of at the criminal.

President Reagan accuses the Pales-
tine Liberation Organization (PLO), in
connection with the hijacking of the
Italian liner, Achille Lauro, of being
nothing more than common criminals.
Secretary of State George Shultz says
terrorists are ‘“cowardly animals.”
Cuba, North Korea, Iran, and Nicara-
gua are labeled ‘“‘outlaw” states that
“sponsor terrorism.” All are an exam-
ple of resort to the “big lie.”

Here is a president who represents a
government that has done everything in
its power to destroy every spark of free-
dom and liberty on this planet. Here is a
president who provides the instruments
of mass murder to every tin-horned dic-
tator on the face of the globe, and then
has the gall to call the victims of his
government’s actions “‘terrorists.”

Where does terrorism come from?
The answer is from the oppression and
exploitation that are inherent to the cap-
italist system. The terrorism of
oppressed people is always a response to
the institutionalized terrorism of the
oppressor.

It comes about when an entire peo-
ple, who are subjected daily to inhuman
conditions and treated as caged animals
in the interest of private profit, become
desperate. From such desperation
comes the belief, however mistaken,
that there is no other way to strike back
except through individual acts of terror.

Such tactics are wrong because they
create the illusion that a few courageous
individuals can liberate the people from
oppression. This impedes the mobiliza-
tion of the oppressed for a mass strug-
gle—the only road toward liberation.

The biggest terrorist

The U.S. imperialist government is
the biggest terrorist in the world today.
James P. Cannon, who was the founder
of the Socialist Workers Party, gave a
description of Yankee imperialism in
1948 that could have been written today.

“The basic causes of this world
crisis are no mystery. The first
cause is the breakdown of capital-
ism throughout Europe—and
Asia—and the colonial lands. The
working people want peace and
bread, which capitalism cannot
give. The colonial slaves don’t
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want to be slaves any more—and
capitalism cannot live without
colonial slaves. The working peo-
ple, the poor peasants and the
colonial slaves are in revolt against
the continued rule of bankers and
landlords.

“On the other hand, American
capitalism—the last solvent
stronghold of an outlived and
doomed world system—is trying
to prop up the hated regimes of
capitalism and kings and landlords
by economic and military force.

“These are the two main ele-
ments of the present world crisis.

“The Wall Street money-sharks,
and the brass hats of Prussian
mentality, are riding high in Wash-
ington these days. The masters of
America, drunk with power, are
threatening and terrifying the peo-
ple of the world—seeking to domi-
nate and enslave them—striving to

transform the other countries of
the world into colonies of the
American empire.

“This is a program of madness,
and it is doomed to failure. The
great majority of the people of the
world do not want to be slaves of
America. That is to their credit
and we applaud them for it”
(“Notebook of an Agitator,” Path-
finder Press, 1973).

The reasons for the use of terrorism
by oppressed people are revealed in the
real terrorism of the imperialist oppres-
sor. The American capitalist mad-dogs
think they can destroy the will to strug-
gle of the people of Palestine, Nicara-
gua, Cuba, and South Africa with their
CIA-financed murder.

They hope, by financing Israel’s
reign of terror against the people of the
Middle East, to stop that revolution.
It’s as if they learned nothing from the
struggle of the Vietnamese people for
national sovereignty. A war, by the way,
that ended in the total defeat of imperi-
alist power in Vietnam.

Middle East and Nicaragua

Let’s look at U.S.-sponsored terror-
ism in the Middle East. Israel, South
Africa’s and America’s best friend, has
reduced Lebanon to a reign of murder
and desolation. Women, children, and
men are bombed at will, their homes
destroyed, their lives in ruins. That
country has become, thanks to Israel
and the United States, a region of smok-
ing rubble.

It is no accident that four Palestin-
ians hijacked the Italian liner shortly
after the Israelis arrogantly bombed the
headquarters of the PLO in Tunisia,
killing innocent people. Reagan
revealed his total hypocrisy when he
applauded this Israeli atrocity.

U.S.-sponsored atrocities such as this
are committed daily all over the world

~in the interest of “free enterprise.”

Have the people of the United States
been told that there are over 200,000

displaced people in Nicaragua because
of Reagan’s terrorist war against that
poor country? Or that every day civil-
ians and unarmed peasants are mur-
dered with bombs and guns provided to
the contras with U.S. dollars?

Listen to what happened to the Rigo-
berto Lopez Perez family on May 2,
1985, in the city of Boaco, Nicaragua:

“Because of an alert that con-
tras were near their town, the
Perezes spent the night sleeping in
the woods rather than risk going
home. Thinking that they were

- safe, they returned home at dawn
to prepare breakfast. While they
were doing so, the contras struck.

“In less than five minutes, the
contras shot and killed six mem-
bers of the family: Cresencio
Perez, 72; his daughters
Esperanza, 33; and Irene, 36; his
son, Juan Ernesto, 32; and his
granddaughters Brenda Patricia,
nine; and Claudia, three.”

And “Rambo” Reagan raves in mock
horror at the “immorality” of terrorism
by the oppressed.

Mass action, not individual terror

The victims of imperialism, with
their meager resources, cannot hope to
equal the terror of the capitalist class.
The ruling class has far greater power to
terrorize than the oppressed—as we wit-
nessed in Hiroshima and Vietnam.

Resorting to individual acts of terror,
even when most justified, only allows
the hypocritical big-business media to
cover up for big-mouths like Reagan,
who, in retaliation, unleash their legions
to kill and torture imperialism’s victims.

A more effective response is to look
toward the potential power of millions
of working people—mobilized for mass
action—against Washington’s terror
machine in the Middle East, El Salva-
dor, or elsewhere.

Antiwar demonstrations, strikes,
protests, and political action that strive
to tap that enormous reservoir of work-
ing-class power—that is the way to build
a movement that can put the working
class in power and disarm the U.S.-ter-
rorist war against humanity for good. i

Dear Bishop Tutu:

Cory Aguine
Former President. Catholic Women's League. Philippines
Maniia, Philippines

Viadimir Bukovsky
Former Prisoner of Conscience. Soviet L'nion
Paio Alto. Cairiormia

Chicago. liinors
Petra K. Kelly

Bonn. West Germany
Cesar Chavez
Prendent. Unitea Farmworkers t'nion
Keene, Caiforma

Kim Dae Jung

Seoul, Korea
Corctta Scont King

Mairead Corrigan Maguire

Cotounder, Community of che Peace Peopie

1977 Nobel Peace Laureare

Belfast. Ireland

Adolfo Perez Esquivel

Coordinator, Servicio Paz v Jusiia en Amenca Latna
1980 Nobel Peace Laureate

Buenos Aires. Argenuna

Adanta, Georgia

Buenos Aures. Argentina
Armando Valladares
Alexandr Ginsburg Poet

Former Prisoner of Conscience. Sovier Union

Washingeon, D.C. Madrid, Spun

e are a handful of individuals who are separated by thousands of miles, but joined together by the common
Wonwmon that justice can only be brought about if we ourselves remain steadfastly committed to the ideais and
practice of nonviolence. We write this letter to express our support for vou and the thousands who stand with you in
the face of the monstrous oppression, crueity, and violence of the South African stace. Even when provoked to anger by
an unvielding adversary, you have not given In to malice, but have remained always caring and astute.

our country is a theater, and the entre world vour audience. The stage is well lit, and now, through all the
Ypropaganda. we see the plavers for what they are. Even from our very great distance we can sense the terrible
frustration and sadness you must feel when your peoples’ acts of courage and dignity sre crushed daily. They hold a
peaceful meeting, and dogs are set upon them; their schoolchildren sing, and are chased and beaten. For simply speaking
out, thev are arrested, detained, and tortured. Thev cannot even mourn their dead in peace.

’ I ‘o the South African government we say lay down your arms and stop the bloodbath. To you, Bishop Tutu, we say
t

hat vour refusal to respond with violence has been your strongest weapon. With great respect for your personal
faith and courage, we thank vou for your continuing affirmation of dignity and of life.

The Reverend Jesse Jackson
Chairman, Nanonat Rainbow Coalinon
Co-Fastor. Feilowsnip Missionary Baptist Church

\ember. German Parliament

Co<harr. Council to Promote Democracv in Korea
Former Prisoner of Consc.ence

President. Marnn Lucher King, Jr. Center for Nonviolent Social Change

The Mothers of the Disappeared
“Las Madres de Pla:a de Mayo™

Former Prisoner of Conscience, Cuba

e

Joan C. Baes
Prasident
Humanias [nternanonal

Lech Waless

1983 Nobei Peace Laureate
Former Pnsoner of Conscrence
Gdansk, Poland

Andrew Young
Mavor of Adanta
Former Aude 10 Dr. Marun Luther King, Jr.
Adanta, Georga

An answer to Joan
Baez on non-violence

Here’s where we agree with you: The
South African white-minority govern-
ment should lay down its arms and stop
its bloodbath. It has killed over 750
blacks this year. Through the forced
segregation policies of apartheid, count-
less thousands more have died from
malnutrition, starvation, and disease.

Here’s where we disagree with you:
How can this be brought about?

The clear implication of your appeal
for a non-violent response to the apart-
heid butchers is that somehow, this non-
violence will lead to the disarming of the
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apartheid regime. Further, the fact that
you have addressed your appeal to
Bishop Tutu, and not to the regime,
implies that perhaps you would with-
draw your support for him should he
abandon his strategy of non-violence.

When in history have tyrants volun-
tarily laid down their arms? Never.

The question then is: How can the
white-minority apartheid regime be dis-
armed? How can this be accomplished
with the least sacrifice of human life?

It seems clear that the Black masses
of South Africa can only disarm the

.

tyrants of the apartheid regime if they
themselves are armed. They have
already shown their resolve to end
apartheid and win the inalienable
human right of national self-determina-
tion, the right to govern their own coun-
try by majority rule, the right to vote.

We have no doubt that the Black
masses of South Africa will arm them-
selves in their fight to win their free-
dom. This has been the case with virtu-
ally every oppressed nation that
struggles for its emancipation from tyr-
anny, including the American revolu-
tionaries who armed themselves to fight
British colonialism.

An underlying assumption of your
letter is that if the oppressed of South
Africa use violence in their fight to end
apartheid, somehow this will diminish
the moral standing of their struggle.
Your unstated premise is that the vio-
lence of the oppressed is morally equiv-
alent to the violence of the oppressor.

We hold that there is a fundamental
difference between violence carried out
in the struggle for freedom and violence
carried out to maintain the apartheid
state.

The South African police, military
forces, and network of stool pigeons
keep apartheid alive in order for the
capitalists there to reap the highest pos-
sible profits from the labor of the Black
majority. This constitutes the most
repugnant system of organized state vio-
lence.

All those who abhor apartheid can
aid the struggle against it, not by urging
the oppressed to face their oppressors
unarmed and defenseless, but by whole-
heartedly supporting the Black majority
in their struggle to win by any means
they deem necessary—The editors. W



French milary force is ever present in New Caledonia.

S. Pacific rocks boat
on French A-bombs

By MARK HARRIS

French military agents succeeded in sinking the
Rainbow Warrior with their bombs, but they also
sprang a slow leak in the French ship of state headed
by President Francois Mitterand, leader of the
Socialist*Party.

After more than two months of official denials,
the French government finally confessed its crime.
But that admission came only after the thread of
official lies had unraveled so far that little remained
to cover the stark reality—that an act of state-spon-
sored terrorism sank the Greenpeace ship and took
the life of a crewmember.

The duplicitous details of this French “underWa-
tergate” affair have tarnished Mitterand’s credibility
and stirred further protest in the South Pacific
against France’s nuclear tests. But it has not deterred
the French president, who used to oppose nuclear
weapons, from his dogged defense of the French
nuclear strike force.

Mitterand acted outraged at the bombing. But
only after two persons arrested in New Zealand in
connection with the bombing were identified as
French military agents did he decide to launch an
official investigation. From this point on things only
went from bad to worse.

Mitterand called on Bernard Tricot, De Gaulle’s
former chief of staff, who asked a couple of ques-
tions and declared France innocent. It wasn’t long,
however, before the Tricot report whitewash faded
totally in the light of further disclosures.

Finally, the French government admitted on Sept.
22 that agents of the General Directorate for Exter-
nal Security (DGSE) had carried out the terrorist
attack on Greenpeace. Defense Minister Charles
Hernu and Admiral Pierre Lacoste, head of the
DGSE, were dismissed for covering up their involve-
ment in the Rainbow Warrior operation.

Prime Minister Laurent Fabius, however, refused
to identify the other intelligence agents involved,
saying that they were only “following orders.” Who
gave those orders? That is a Pandora’s box the gov-
ernment doesn’t care to open.

This strained effort to hide the truth appears
motivated by the circuitous path the trail of clues is
following to the door of the French presidency. Pres-
ident Mitterand’s military adviser at the time, Gen.
Jean Saulnier, who is now chief of staff of the armed
forces, would have been required, according to nor-
mal procedures, to authorize the $300,000 released
for the sabotage operation.

One former chief of staff to the army, in fact, told
La Croix that Mitterand would “necessarily” have
been informed of the operation in advance.

Adding insult to injury, the government has
indicted five intelligence agents, not for participating
in the bombing, but for leaking information about
the crime to the press!

The backdrop for this sordid affair is the refusal

of the French government to end its nuclear tests in
the South Pacific, despite the deep and near unani-
mous opposition throughout the region. In August,
the entire South Pacific was declared a nuclear-free
zone by . eight Pacific nations—Australia, New
Zealand,. Western Samoa, Tuvalu, Fiji, Cook
Islands, Kiribati, and Niue.

Nuclear-free Pacific

The treaty bans the manufacture, stationing, or
testing of nuclear weapons in the region, but does
allow for the transit of nuclear-powered or nuclear-
armed ships. The treaty also leaves the question of
whether to allow port visits up to individual coun-
tries. Vanuatu did not sign the treaty, in fact,
because it objected to the treaty’s loopholes.

The declaration stands, nevertheless, as a telling
expression of the range of protest sweeping through

nuclear tests since taking office in 1981. In 1983
France built another test site to further expand its
facilities. The most powerful underground explosion
ever detonated by the French, in fact, took place just
last May.

France originally hoped to test its nuclear bombs
in Algeria, but the radioactive fallout from its one
and only test there floated over the Mediterranean
toward Europe. Nonetheless, Algeria soon gained
independence and France was forced to look for a
new place to build a test site—this time on the other
side of the world—at Moruroa atoll in French
Polynesia.

Since 1966 France has exploded more than 100
nuclear bombs in the Pacific. It continued to
explode its bombs in the atmosphere until 1975,
since France was not a signatory to the 1963 ban on
atmospheric testing.

Full of holes

France’s claim that its nuclear tests are safe is as
full of holes as the Moruroa atoll where it explodes
its bombs. The atoll is extremely fragile from the
effects of repeated underground blasts, as scientists
from New Zealand, Australia, and Papua New
Guinea reported after studying the atoll last year.

Because the atoll is made of coral, which is quite
porous, there is real concern that radioactive materi-
als will be released into the ocean. The scientists
noted that it is certain that radioactivity will seep
into the ocean over the next one thousand years, and
could possibly be released even within five years of a
test....”

The risk factor is compounded by the possibility
of accidents, such as the March 1981 typhoon that
destroyed a nuclear waste dump at Moruroa, dis-
persing high-level radioactive waste. Five months
later, another storm again littered the atoll with
nuclear waste.

Earlier, in July 1979, an explosion and fire
wrecked an underground lab containing plutonium,
killing two men who were so radiated they had to be
buried in lead coffins. Only two weeks later, a
nuclear device exploded while stuck halfway down
the test shaft, tearing a mile-long crack across the
atoll and setting off a tidal wave that injured person-
nel.

If accidents are not cause enough for worry, there
are other perils, such as President De Gaulle’s delib-
erate decision, early in the testing program, to allow
residents of several Polynesian islands to be dusted
with radioactive fallout rather than wait until the
winds changed direction.

If the nuclear tests are safe, as Mitterand now
claims, then why does France forbid any indepen-
dent medical examination of the Polynesian people
under its domain? France says it isn’t so, but it

- won’t release the public health statistics for French

Polynesia for the last 19 years to refute charges that
years of atmospheric testing have caused an increase

the South Pacific against a nuclear peril imposed
from outside.

New Zealand’s decision earlier this year to bar
port calls by U.S. warships using nuclear power or
carrying nuclear weapons is still another expression
of that trend. Since U.S. policy is to never confirm
or deny whether a ship is nuclear-equipped, U.S.
ships have been effectively banned by New Zealand’s
policy. :

Lange backtracks

Prime Minister David Lange, however, is not
happy over the strain in relations with his most pow-
erful ally. He now wants to ease the restriction on
port visits so that a ship will be barred only if it is
actually proven to be carrying nuclear weapons.

To this end he has initiated high-level talks with
the United States, although a formal agreement has
yet to be worked out. Lange has, in fact, invited a
U.S. warship to visit New Zealand in order to dem-
onstrate that the ANZUS defense pact between the
two countries and Australia is still alive.

New Zealand and Australia have no strategic
qualms with é€ither the United States or France. But
they are uneasy over the bullying way these two
Western powers dismiss the protests of all those
“funny little islands’ in the Pacific.

That is the meaning of Australian Ambassador F.
Rawdon Dalrymple’s recent warning that the Reagan
administration’s “policy of indifference to what the
French are doing” will only provide “fertile ground
for anti-United States, anti-West propaganda.”

France, for its part, acts as if it couldn’t care less.
Mitterand has actually stepped up the frequency of

in leukemia, thyroid tumors, and other cancers.

France used to claim its atmospheric tests were
safe, too, when the effects of those blasts were
found in radiated fish catches on Mexico’s Pacific
coast, and in the rain in Fiji, and on Pitcairn Island,
where radiation levels six times higher than normal
were detected.

De Gaulle’s legacy

Charles De Gaulle promised in 1958 that France
would remain in the Pacific for ever. That prediction
may prove right in one respect. The risks from its
bombs will linger long after France is forced to
abandon its South Pacific colonies.

But in another respect history will record De
Gaulle’s promise as a hopeless boast. Because it is a
promise that has already failed—in Vanuatu, which
achieved independence in 1980, and is today failing
in New Caledonia, where the native Kanaks want
France out. And in Tahiti, resentment to its status as
a colony built on bombs is certain to escalate into
another challenge to French rule in the Pacific.

The French government displays an impervious
attitude toward protests against its nuclear tests in
the South Pacific. But the sinking of the Rainbow
Warrior, and its plans to construct a military base in
New Caledonia that could take up as much as half
the main island, tells another story.

France is worried because its strategy of nuclear
colonialism can survive only by sabotage and mili-
tary might. But in the end these are no match for a
population inflamed with the slogan of indepen-
dence and a world free from the prospect of a radio-
active death. n
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By D. ARMAN

On Sept. 12, 1980, the tanks rolled
into the streets of Turkey for the third
time in 20 years. The takeover by the
military was expected.

The coup resulted from the failure of
the major capitalist parties to carry out
their program within the parliamentary
system at a time of severe economic and
political chaos.

The working class did not have the
political program nor the revolutionary
organizations that could have enabled it
to take state power, even though it had
shown its capacity for strugglé. None-
theless, the ruling class resorted to the
military because of its fear of social
upheaval or a possible civil war.

Since 1980, the military dictatorship
has systematically organized terrorism
against the working class, its organiza-
tions and political parties, as well as
against the poor peasantry and the lib-
eral political currents.

To day, the military junta claims to
be making a “transition to democracy”
because it instituted elections in 1983.

When the elections were announced,
17 political parties were formed. But the
military soon closed them down using
the National Security Council, which is
composed of Gen. Kenan Evren and
commanders of the army, navy, airforce
and gendarmerie. It retained the power
to veto any founding member of a new
party—and only new parties would be
allowed to run in the upcoming elec-
tions.

Gen. Evren, who had become presi-

D. Arman is a member of the Soli-
darity Committee with the People of
Turkey based in San Francisco.

U.S. policy weighs
on Turkish workers

dent along with a new constitution in
1982, threatened the population by say-
ing that if voters didn’t choose the
“right people;’ the armed forces would
intervene again.

Right after the 1983 elections, mar-
tial law was again reinstituted until
April 1984. And as of June 1985, 24
provinces are still under martial law,
including such large cities as Istanbul,
Ankara, and Izmir.

Attacks against working class

During the first three years of mili-
tary dictatorship, over 130,000 political
prisoners were thrown into Turkey’s
infamous prisons, where many perished
through torture and brutality, including
30 hunger strikers. Dozens were sent to
the gallows, and the streets were turned
into a bloody shooting ground.

The age-old repression against the
Kurdish people in Eastern Anatolia was
also sharply increased. This area is
where the U.S. government has been
given the right to build three military
bases. This also happens to be near the
border of the Soviet Union, Iran, Iraq,
and Syria. Plans are underway to set up
seven more U.S. bases.

The trade unions were banned along
with the right to collective bargaining
and the right to strike. The Supreme
Arbitration Board, which is under the
direct control of the military, took over.
Wages dropped sharply.

The Confederation of Progressive
Trade Unions (DISK) was destroyed.
This confederation, which represented a
third of all unionized workers, was
formed in February 1967 with the metal
workers, printers, food handlers, bank
workers, and construction workers
unions. These unions had been sus-
pended from the official government
confederation, Turk-Is, because they
supported the militant strikes of the
Kozlu coal miners in 1965 and the glass

factory workers a year later.

The Turkish workers in the DISK had
a militant trade-union and political life.
But now, with the destruction of DISK,
sections of the rank and file have gone
back to the Turk-Is confederation,
which is politically on the right. The
DISK union leaders face long prison
sentences and the death penalty.

At least half of the leadership of the
pre-coup organizations live in the

prisons of Turkey. These prisons used to
be called “red-universities.” But now
the prisoners are kept in isolation and
are forced to march while singing
nationalistic songs.

Turkey’s dictator, Gen. Kenan Evren
As a recent Amnesty International
report on Turkey indicates, torture is
still widespread, and any attempt to
investigate the fate of some of the pris-
oners is impossible. The authorities
have not yet disclosed, for example,
what caused the death of Fikri Sonmez,
the mayor of the town of Fatsa, in
Corum prison in June of this year.

All universities and broadcasting
institutions have been ‘“cleared out”
and brought under direct governmental
control. Every single piece of news has
to pass through censorship, and news-
papers are still being closed.

The left-wing organizations once
claiming over a million members in
more than 30 political groupings have
been completely wiped off the political
map.

The extent of U.S. capital investment
and direct military aid to the Evren dic-
tatorship has increased considerably,
while the share of European capital is in
steady decline.

The Turkish ruling class has ventured
into the shaky Middle East and North
African market as an exporter of goods
and capital. Iran and Iraq are the two
major importers of Turkish goods.

The IMF

But the radical change in the Turkish
economy has already brought certain
difficulties. The number of businesses
and banks that have been bailed out by
the government is extremely high. The
availability of long-and short-term
«credit will only help the government
postpone the problem. Enter the IMF.

The program of the new military
regime fits neatly within the dictates of
the International Monetary Fund
(IMF). Its program calls for an end to
deficit spending, the institution of price
and wage controls, an end to subsidies
to state-run enterprises, and a 33-per-
cent devaluation of the currency.

With these goals, the IMF, in June of
1980, released 625 percent of Turkey’s
quota of IMF funds. Along with this, a
ceiling was placed on interest rates to
encourage ‘‘private initiative and more
efficient industry.”

The government said it needed to
“stabilize the economy and discipline
the working class.” This, of course, is
the bosses’ language for unemployment,
speed-up, and government cutbacks for
the workers and peasants.

And to accomplish these goals, the
ruling class used the military and state-
sponsored terrorism.

The U.S. government’s role in sup-
porting the Turkish military has been
financial as well as political. A “Memo-
randum of Understanding” between
Turkey and the United States states that
“you can’t pick a better place than Tur-
key for defending the Persian Gulf.”

And to this end, the United States
has increased military aid to the Turkish
military dictatorship from $402.7 mil-
lion to $759 million. This has enabled
the Turkish government to increase
repression and safeguard capitalism in
the Middle East. n

. « « S. Africa

(continued from page 20)

tion—the unions and the community
groups—complement each other. The
latter groups stem from the existence of
masses of unemployed and from youth
outside the ranks of the unions.

But the unions have provided the
organizing ability and power to make
these ad-hoc actions most effective.
Auto workers and mineworkers played
an important role, for example, in
publicizing and enforcing the consumer
boycott of white-owned businesses that
began in July.

The Transvaal coalition

The trade unions’ ability to lead mass
political action was tested by the two-
day general strike in the Transvaal,
which took place Nov. 5-6, 1984,

Planning for the action began in a
meeting originally called by the Con-
gress- of South African Students at
which a broad coalition of trade union,
student, women’s, and community
groups was set up. Their demands
included the withdrawal of police from
the Black townships, the suspension of
increases in rents and bus fares, the
release of political prisoners, and the
reinstatement of workers who had been
fired.

About one million workers and stu-
dents participated in the action—despite
severe repression by the government.
About 30 people were killed and hun-
dreds were arrested. Close to 90 percent
of the 6,500 Black workers in the
SASOL gasoline refinery were fired for
taking part in the strike.

In the words of Joe Foster, general
secretary of the Federation of South
African Trade Unionists (FOSATU),
such repression has served only to

“inflame the situation a little more and
increase the polarization” throughout
the country.

“Liberated zones”

Some of the participants in the Trans-
vaal strike came to rather one-sided
conclusions, however.

Thami Mali, chairperson of the strike
coalition and Soweto local leader of the

Milling workers on strike during 1950s.

United Democratic Front, told the Rand
Daily Mail, “Our task is to intensify the
resistance, to create an ungovernable
situation, and to really force the state to
declare certain regions or zones liber-
ated.”

It is doubtful that such a scenario—
which brings to mind Vietnam, Nicara-
gua, and other predominately rural soci-
eties—will be decisive in industrial
South Africa.
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As Cyril Ramaphosa of the mine-
workers points out, “If any change is to
take place in the apartheid system, it is
the working class that will have to be in
the leadership.” And, in South Africa,
the power of the working class is con-
centrated in truly massive organiza-
tions—the trade unions.

The workers’ organizations will have
to undertake self-defense—ultimately
by force of arms—as the political strug-
gle deepens and pro-capitalist former
“allies” fall away. But to be effective,
self-defense must be an integral compo-
nent of a strategy that seeks to mobilize
the masses around their own interests.

The unions are stressing the issue of
unemployment, for example, to reach
out to the unemployed (white and
Black) as well as to their own members.
The metal industry has lost 80,000 jobs
in the last three years. Motor-assembly
plants have lost 30,000 jobs in 18
months.

The National Automobile and Allied
Workers Union and the Metal and
Allied Workers Union call for a 40-hour
week with no loss of pay to help share
the work with the unemployed.

Two stages?

The National Forum, a mass coali-
tion that began in 1983, states in its
manifesto: “The struggle against apart-
heid is no more than the point of depar-
ture for our liberation efforts. Apart-
heid will be eradicated with the system
of racial capitalism. The Black working
class, inspired by revolutionary con-
sciousness, is the driving force of our
struggle.”

Such ideas have engendered contro-
versy among the leaderships of some
anti-apartheid organizations. “Here we
see an attempt to impose working-class
leadership)’ the South African Commu-

3

nist Party (SACP) writes in reply to the
National Forum. “The attempt to
merge the working-class struggle with
the national-liberation struggle is sectar-
ianism par excellence.”

“According to this sectarian view)’
the SACP continues, ‘“the stages of our
revolution are negated and the working
class is being mobilized, not to spear-
head the struggle for national liberation
against national oppression, but to
spearhead the struggle for a ‘Socialist
Azania.” ”

Actions like last year’s general strike
in the Transvaal demonstrate how the
trade unions and other organizations of
the working class can embrace and lead
the struggle for democratic rights and
Black majority rule. But Black people
will only achieve full national liberation
through the struggle for socialism.

Socialism is not simply the national-
ization of banks and factories. Social-
ism will be built in South Africa after
Black workers (and white workers who
support their struggle) take power into
their own hands.

Liberal capitalists, although they
may speak of ‘“power sharing” today,
will turn against a mass mobilization
that endangers their profits. The Com-
munist Party’s illusionary goal of a non-
socialist “national-liberation stage” will
do nothing to halt the capitalists from
undertaking counterrevolutionary
activities.

The idea of socialism will become
more understandable to Black and white
South African workers as they partici-
pate in organizations that come out of
the struggle. Leaders of FOSATU have
put forth the idea of building a labor
party based on the trade unions. And
the National Forum has called for a
constituent assembly around the
demand for “one person, one vote.”



Bulgarian-KGB plot to' kil pope?
Agca trial misfires
in targeting KGB plot

»

By PAUL SIEGEL

Right-wing propagandists,
including those in the Reagan
administration, indeed the
Great Communicator himself,
have periodically intimated that
there is a terror international
directed by the Soviet govern-
ment.

Confusing the actions of
frustrated groups isolated from
the masses with the struggles
for national liberation of mass
movements, and ascribing both
to this mythical terror interna-
tional, they have at the same
time ignored the state terrorism
practiced by the U.S. govern-
ment and its surrogates in Nica-
ragua and elsewhere.

A central role in the propa-
ganda campaign about a
Soviet-inspired terror network
was to have been played by the
trial of Ali Agca, the attempted
assassin of the pope. But this
has now collapsed.

The trial of Ali Agca was
billed in advance by the Ameri-
can media, furnished with
material by disinformation cen-
ters in Washington and Rome,
as a great drama—*“The Evil
Empire’s Foiled Murder of the
Vicar of Christ” —combining
the features of a modern
morality play and of, as NBC-
TV put it, “a classic thriller”
that would reveal ‘“a super-
secret conspiracy linking the
Bulgarian secret service, the
Turkish Mafia, and the Russian
KGB.”

Instead, however, it has
turned out to be a farce in the
manner of Pirandello’s famous
“Six Characters in Search of an
Author.” In view of Agca’s
continual changes of his story
about the supposed Bulgarian-
KGB plot against the pope each
time his statements have been
exposed as inventions, this new
Italian farce might be called a
“A Character in Search of a
Plot.”

Despite some hilarious
moments, however, such as
Agca’s announcement that he is
Jesus Christ and his inviting
Reagan to witness his skill in
resurrecting the dead, presum-
ably because of Reagan’s belief
in Armageddon and the Second
Coming, the trial is too slow-
paced to be successful even as a
farce.

What William Safire, the
right-wing columnist of The
New York Times, predicted
would be “the trial of the cen-
tury” is now dragging along
and being covered only sporad-
ically by the Times in stories of
three or four sentences.

N.Y. Times gives up

The Times’ own editorial
comment (Aug. 15) is “Why
should anyone care what Mr.
Agca says? There is no credible
independent corroboration of
his claim that he was recruited
by Bulgarian and Soviet secret
police to eliminate a trouble-
some Polish pope.” But this
isn’t what it said before.

It gave its front page to
Claire Sterling, one of the chief
theorists of the “Bulgarian con-
nection;” who asserted that the
devoted and dogged investigat-
ing magistrate, Judge Martella,
had found considerable corrob-
oration for Agca’s story, which
she described at length.

Earlier it had almost daily
news stories bearing such head-
lines as “The Attack on the
Pope: New Link to Bulgarians)’
and had an editorial entitled
“Trail to Bulgaria” (June 21,
1984) that stated, ‘“Bulgaria’s
vehement denials of links with
Mr. Agca do not square with
his detailed accounts of meet-
ings with Bulgarian agents in
Sofia and Rome.”

But, alas, Martella’s corrob-
oration has not stood up in
court. As the Times courtroom
reporter, John Tagliaube stated

(Aug. 6, 1985), “Faced with a
lack of hard evidence to back
up Mr. Agca’s statements, the
prosecutor, Mr. Marini, has
embarked on an odyssey to sev-
eral European countries in

and suffering from “delusions
of self-grandeur.”

The evidence strongly indi-
cates that in attempting to
assassinate the pope he was act-
ing in behalf of the Gray
Wolves, an ultra-nationalistic,
fascistic Turkish organization.

He wrote a letter to the slain
editor’s paper threatening to
kill the pope if he visited Tur-
key at a time before Solidarity
was even in existence. The
Times editorial which threw in
the sponge on the theory of the
Bulgarian connection, to whose
reputability it had contributed
greatly, belatedly referred to
this letter in acknowledging
that the trial ‘“has given
weight” to the idea that “the
roots of this plot were in Tur-
key,’ not Bulgaria.

“The ‘Bulgarian Connection’
Revisited” also pointed out
that Agca had changed his
story in pre-trial testimony lit-
erally hundreds of times, his
evershifting story often being
adjusted to take into account
new facts brought up by the
Italian press and TV, to which
he had access. The same point
was made about his shifting
testimony in the trial by Tag-
liaube.

Moreover, the article
reported that the Italian
defense minister stated in Par-
liament that Agca had been vis-
ited by members of the Italian
intelligence services before he
was seen by the investigating
magistrate, that the Italian
press gave further details about
these visits, and that there is a
good deal of evidence that
coaching took place.

During the trial, the chief
witness for the state in a trial
against the Mafia asserted in
the Italian magazine L’Expresso
that the deputy chief of mili-
tary intelligence (SISMI),

“The evidence strongly indic

f_, oy .
tes

that he was acting In behalfofa

fascistic Turkish organization.”

.

search of further evidence from
Turks whom Mr. Agca has
named in the course of his testi-
mony.”

This search for evidence,
however, as the Times editorial
wearily admitted, has not come
forth with anything credible.

The Times weakly sought to
absolve itself of responsibility
in the buildup of the trial by
saying that Agca’s account
“was sufficiently convincing to
justify the trial.” This is not at
all true.

In a 35-page pre-trial article,
“The ‘Bulgarian Connection’
Revisited,” in the Spring 1985
issue of Covert Action Infor-
mation Bulletin (No. 23), a
quarterly magazine published
by ex-CIA people opposed to
U.S. government foreign pol-
icy, Frank Brodhead, Howard
Friel, and Edward S. Herman
thoroughly exploded the prose-
cutor’s case.

.“Bulgarian connection”
disconnected

Among the documented
assertions they made, which
were later further corroborated
in the trial, were the following.
Agca was described by Turkish
journalists who had covered the
trial in which he was convicted
of having assassinated a liberal
editor as mentally unbalanced
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through a Mafia leader in the
same prison as Agca, had
offered him a deal for implicat-
ing the Soviet bloc.

Disinformation axis

But “The ‘Bulgarian Con-
nection’ Revisited” not only
disconnected the Bulgarian
connection. It showed how a
group of right-wingers with ties
to governmental quarters in
Washington and Rome mutu-
ally reinforced each other in
floating the ‘“Bulgarian connec-
tion” and fed self-serving
“analysis” to the U.S. media,
which gobbled it up.

A key figure in the campaign
was Paul Henze, the first
American to charge that the
KGB was behind the shooting
of the pope. Henze has been
described by the Times as a
“National Security Council
specialist on United States
propaganda.”

He was policy adviser to
Radio Free Europe when it was
controlled by the CIA, served
as CIA station chief in Turkey,
and has acted as aide to Zbig-
niew Brzezinski, the former
national security adviser to
Carter.

Henze was hired by Reader’s
Digest to do research on the
Agca case, which was incorpo-
rated into the article written for

it by Claire Stering. He then
sold his material to NBC-News,
Newsweek, and The New York
Times, and wrote an article
himself for The Wall Street
Journal.

‘““Having helped generate the

Connection,” conclude
Brodhead, Friel, and Sherman,
“Henze was then used by the
media to confirm the truth of
the plot.. .. While he was acting
the role of expert and reporter,
the U.S. media almost never
mentioned his former CIA con-
nection.”

Another key figure was
Michael Ledeen. Ledeen
worked as a journalist for a
right-wing Italian newspaper
and was closely associated with
Francesco Pazienza, an intelli-
gence official with connections
to General Santovito, the head
of SISMI.

Santovito was subsequently
forced to resign when he was
found to be a member of a
secret right-wing organization.
A few days after the pope was
wounded, SISMI put out a
story that the attempted assas-
sination was hatched by the
Russian defense minister.

Ledeen became a senior fel-
low at Georgetown University’s
Center for Strategic and Inter-
national Studies, a right-wing
think tank with many connec-
tions to the Reagan administra-
tion. This think tank put out a
report entitled “The Papal
Assassination Attempt: A Case
of State-Sponsored Terrorism”
which assumed Russian
involvement and concluded
that there should be an “orga-
nized effort on the part of the
U.S. government to develop as
much credibility and access to
information about the case as is
needed to generate a political
attitude.”

The working group that pro-
duced the report included
Henze, Brzezinski, Marvin
Kalb, the author of the widely-
publicized NBC-TV program
on the ‘“super-secret conspir-
acy;’ and such luminaries as
Max Kampelman, the chief
American arms negotiator at

-Geneva.

Media culpability

The American media, were,
therefore, the victims of a
right-wing campaign—if ‘“vic-
tims” is the right word for
those so ready to go along with
it. The thesis of this campaign
was obviously implausible, for
it called on the Soviet govern-
ment to undergo a tremendous
risk for what would have been
of extremely dubious benefit.

The assassination of the
pope, with even the slightest
suspicion of Russian involve-
ment, would have plunged
Poland into turmoil. The
church has traditionally been a
vehicle for national feeling
against Russia, but it has a
working relationship with the
Polish state where it functions,
as the Times stated (Oct. 31,
1979), “as something of a loyal
opposition, pressing its
demands but cooperating in
times of crisis.” ,

In the atmosphere of the
new Cold War, however, the
media did not pay attention to
such considerations. Just as it
had regarded the accusations of
Cuba that the CIA was seeking
to assassinate Castro as the rav-
ing of lunatics, until the accu-
sations were confirmed by a
Senatorial committee, it now
regarded seriously the raving of
a real lunatic. ]
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By STEVE ZIPPIN

Cancer is a preventable disease. | say
this despite the data I reported last
month, which indicated an increase in
cancer incidence and mortality.

The cancer death toll is now over
430,000 deaths per year. It is now the
leading cause of death in the United
States. Although hundreds of millions
of dollars have been spent to develop
cures for various cancers, success has
been limited.

What is being done to prevent can-
cer? The answer is—very little. Experts
seem to be divided on the role of pollu-
tion and other environmental factors in
causing cancer, and manufacturers’
associations and trade groups are quick
to exploit such divisions.

Common sense tells us that living
downwind from an oil refinery is haz-
ardous to your health. But isn’t that
“unscientific?” We need hard evidence.
Fortunately the real weight of evidence
is overwhelming; it is our manipulated

“What do we value
more -human heaith or
corporate profit?”

e~

perception that seems scanty.

This past July, a study was released
that “turned up data that suggest a link
between high rates of respiratory cancer
and the locations of petrochemical
plants in 133 counties in 27 states east of
the Rocky Mountains” (New York
Times July 22, 1985).

The study compared the incidence of
respiratory cancers upwind versus
downwind and near versus far from pet-
rochemical plants. According to the
study, ‘“almost all counties with high
incidence rates had plants nearby or
were downwind of such plants.”

For example, Chanrber County,
Texas, had a respiratory cancer rate of

Hazardous to your health

One cause of cancer may
be blowing in the wind

106.2 cases per 100,000 population in
the period studied. But remote from
petrochemical plants and the winds
from them, Presidio, Texas, had a rate
of only 13.3 cases per 100,000 during
the same time interval. .

Methodological shortcomings

Did this new data initiate a move
toward greater regulation of atmo-
spheric pollution? No! The initial
responses were largely confined to the
methodological shortcomings of the
study. Unfortunately, there is little inter-
est or funding for the more rigorous epi-
demiological studies. After all, defini-
tive data might make a strong case for
regulation.

Current efforts have attempted to
identify specific ingredients in petro-
chemical emissions that may be car-
cinogenic. This completely ignores the
human reality. We are exposed to a mix-
ture of chemicals, some of which may
not be directly carcinogenic, but ‘“pro-
mote” or activate others.

The Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) has used these distinc-
tions to limit investigation and regula-
tion. The EPA tried to separately con-
sider ‘““mutagens’” that alter the
chromasomes of cells, and ‘“epigenetic
substances)” which are involved in can-
cer causation, but do not alter genetic
material.

Public pressure forced the EPA to
retreat from this false distinction, but
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foot-dragging is still the rule. Recently,
the EPA announced the creation of an
“intention to list” list. Under this desig-
nation, it can take four years before a
final regulatory standard goes into
effect.

Epidemiological methods

Epidemiological studies fall into two
broad categories: “prospective or fol-
low-up” studies and “‘retrospective or
case-control” studies.

In a “prospective” study, a group of
people of similar ages are followed by
interview and questionnaire for a num-
ber of years. Careful records of occupa-
tion, lifestyle, health history and cause
of death are maintained. From this
information, mortality ratios for differ-
ent categories can be calculated.

Because such studies take many years
to complete, often a ‘‘retrospective”
study is used. People with a given dis-
ease (the cases) are identified and
matched with people who do not have
the disease (the controls). Both groups
are given the same interviews and ques-
tionnaires. Differences between the
groups are then used to calculate risk
factors for the different categories.

Unfortunately, both types of studies
are very expensive. So we are ham-
pered by the lack of controlled data as
well. As B.J. Steigerwald of the EPA
said, ‘“Major epidemiological studies
don’t seem to be in the cards.” This is
not surprising given the billions of dol-
lars in profits that would be lost by
major polluters if they were held
accountable for the human misery they
create.

Further evidence that points to envi-
ronmental causes of cancer is detailed
by Samuel Epstein, in “The Politics of
Cancer.”

Certain countries have low or back-
ground rates of incidence for certain
cancers. Cancer of the mouth is very
rare in the United States, but it is up to
35 times more common in countries
where betel nut is regularly chewed.

In Japan, the incidence of colon and
rectal cancer is low due to the large
amount of fiber consumed, but stomach
cancer is widespread, probably due to
the extensive use of charcoal broiling.
In the United States, the incidence rates
are reversed. When Japanese immigrant
families are studied in the United States,
a change to the general American pat-
tern appears quickly, often in a genera-
tion.

Enough data has been amassed to

Too many doctors?

By KIM B. MALLET

Because I have no Kaiser card and no
family doctor, I go to the Berkeley Free
Clinic for general health care. I spend a
lot of time making sure that I have
flossed my teeth, or done enough exer-
cise, or inserted a diaphragm, so that if
I do become sick, it won’t be because of
something I've neglected.

But I suppose the day will come when
I will be flat on my back with no way to
pay for getting better. These days, since
I have very little money, it is a promi-
nent concern of mine.

It amazes me that while my money is
tight, and while the wages of many
American workers are meager, nurses,
medical aids, and doctors in Nicaragua
are in danger every day of being killed
by the contras. I’'m amazed, because

“Reagan’s cubs,” as they call them-
selves, get money to continue their war
from the U.S. government.

Why is there always so little money
to protect people’s health and yet so
much money to kill people? This money
should be used for more worthy causes,
like setting up grants and scholarships
to enable Blacks, Latinos, and Native
Americans to attend medical school.

Once upon a time, I had a little
dream of becoming an obstetrician/
gynocologist. But it was a fallen dream.
I had all the cards stacked against me:
At the time, about 10 years ago, only 17
percent of the medical students were
women, and only 8 percent were Black.
And prospective students from low-
income families were shut out.

I doubt things are much better today.

I asked myself why this was so. Then
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I learned that in 1907, the American
Medical Association (AMA) asked the
Carnegie Foundation to survey all medi-
cal schools. The man who did the
research was Abraham Flexner, the
brother of Simon Flexner, head of the
Rockefeller Institute for Medical
Research. The AMA felt there were too
many doctors in the United States. In
1910 Flexner concluded the same thing.

The Flexner Report recommended
that in order to lessen the number of
doctors, medical education must -be
made inaccessible. Close the women’s
medical schools. Close five of the seven
medical schools for Blacks. Make the
tuition very expensive.

It all sounded too familiar.

But feeling sad about a lost dream is
only part of the story. It soon hit me
that 1 should do something about this
situation. I realized that I would have to
join the struggle to change the system so
that medicine would no longer serve
profit, but would heal the people. n

lead a sub-agency of the United Nations
World Health Organization to estimate
that 70 percent to 90 percent of all can-
cers are due to environmental causes!
Cancer is the only major fatal disease in
the industrialized world whose incidence
is sharply rising, according to Epstein.

Rese arch has demonstrated that
there is no safe level of exposure to car-
cinogens. No matter how low the level,
measurable heaith effects occur if the
exposure persists. Many carcinogens are
concentrated in body tissues as well,
raising the effective exposure levels.

In the face of hundreds of studies
demonstrating an environmental link to
cancer, industry groups practice denial
and disinformation. The government
agencies charged with protecting our
health have lost sight of that responsi-
bility. Regulation is slow and the proc-
ess is often further delayed by legal
action from giant corporations.

A dangerous and immoral trend is
the growing reliance on cost-benefit
analysis to determine which hazards
should be regulated. This analysis mea-
sures in dollars the cost of eliminating a
health risk versus the benefit to health.

Who determines the worth of human
life? Cost-benefit analysis completely
denies this worth and further reduces
people to commodities. Commodities to
be bought, sold, or replaced as needed
by the corporations.

The question becomes one of value:
What do we value more highly, human
health and safety or corporate profit?

In spite of the gloomy statistics pre-
sented here, there is a real basis. for opti-
mism. If cancer is not an arbitrary killer
that strikes randomly and without warn-
ing, we can control and limit it by
reducing our exposure to carcinogens.
The power rests with us to control the
problem. [ |

Author’s note: I hope you have
enjoyed the first two columns of “Haz-
ardous to Your Health” as much as |
have enjoyed researching and writing
them.

I'm a research associate at the Uni-
versity of California, San Francisco. My
knowledge in health promotion, epide-
miology, environmental problems, and
changing society is largely self-taught.
Like everyone, I would like your feed-
back. Please write with questions or
comments about past columns, sugges-
tions for future ones, and your ideas on
health. I'll respond to everything in
some way. |



By HAYDEN PERRY

The Wall Street Journal reports the
case of an elderly woman who bought
almost 50 health insurance policies at a
cost of $14,000 in premiums because she
did not want to be a burden on her fam-
ily as her health failed.

For the final year of her life she was .

confined to a nursing home. Not one of
the insurance companies that took her
money would pay the $1000 a month the
nursing home charged.

There was nothing illegal in this. The
poor woman had failed to read the fine
print and the exclusions that made her
policies almost worthless.

Fine print and exclusions determine
the true worth of an insurance policy.
They also determine the true quality of
the medical system in the United
States—which has been described as
“the finest in the world.”

Massive hospital buildings, electronic
gadgetry, and techniques to replace kid-
neys and hearts may lead an observer to

believe health care in this country is the

best obtainable. But the medical sys-
tem’s own ‘“‘exclusionary clause”
declares that first-class health care is
available only to those who can afford
it.

An index of the quality of a nation’s
health system is found in its table of life
expectancy and its infant mortality rate.
Males in the United States stand 18th in
the world in life expectancy—slightly
behind 'most Western European coun-
tries.

Fourteen nations do better than the
United States in saving babies at birth.
Last year about 11 babies died prema-
turely for every 1000 births. This com-
pares with Sweden, where in 1978 only
7.7 died. For Blacks in Mississippi, the
chances of a healthy delivery are
bleaker; in 1967 about 45 babies died
for every 1000 births.

Sara Rosenbaum of the Children’s

are dying because of infectious diseases,
poor nutrition, and lack of basic medi-

cal care.”

A shortage of doctors

U.S. society is entangled in a contra-
diction. Minimum education is a recog-
nized right of every child and an obliga-
tion of the state. But the even more
basic right to health—which ultimately
means life itself—is left to a health care
system fueled by the profit motive.

Because of the profit motive people
are denied the most basic element of a
health care system—an adequate supply
of doctors to treat the sick. The Depart-
ment of Labor has estimated that the
nation needs 14,000 new doctors a year.
Medical schools graduate only 8000.

Proposals in Congress to expand the
medical schools have been bitterly
opposed by the American Medical Asso-

Profit drive ravages
health care system

Defense Fund said, “In America babies

ties where well-equipped hospitals and
well-to-do patients are located.

Physicians have deserted the slum
areas of the cities. In 1930 the East Gar-
field Park section of Chicago had 212
doctors. In 1970 there were only 13 left
to serve 63,000 poor patients. Rural
communities fare even worse. Close to
5000 small towns with a half-million
inhabitants do not have a single physi-
cian to serve them.

Hospitals for profit

Historically hospitals have been char-
itable institutions run by religious
orders. Later community hospitals were
founded by non-profit organizations to
meet local needs. They charged the
patients who could pay but treated
many indigent patients for nothing.

When hospital care consisted mainly
of good nursing and simple medica-
tions, costs were reasonable. Philan-

ciation (AMA), the doctors’ job trust.
They want to keep the supply of doctors
down and their income up.

Part of the doctor shortage is met by
about 2000 foreign doctors who come to
study and stay to practice in the United
States. Here the wealthiest country in
the world is taking doctors from the
poorest. .

(Compare this with Cuba which is
training enough doctors for their own
needs, and enough to lend medical
assistance to numerous underdeveloped
countries.) -

The supply of doctors is not spread
evenly across the United States but is
concentrated in the affluent communi-

Crowded hallway at San Francisco General Hospital. Overcrowding is com-

mon in county hospitals.

admission to many elderly patients.

patients.

can Medical Association.

Hospitals pout over lost profits

Medical researchers warned last month that cuts in Medicare ordered by
the federal government may force some hospitals to reduce care or refuse

Dr. Eric Munoz and colleagues at the Long Island Jewish Medical Center
charged that the new “prospective pay system,” under which hospitals receive
a fixed fee according to the type of ailment treated, does not adequately con-
sider the increased cost of emergency treatment or caring for more severely ill

“It used to be a Medicare person would walk into the emergency room and
bring $20,000 with them,” Munoz stated in the Oct. 4 Journal of the Ameri-

Under the present system, he continued, “They’re costing the same $20,000
but Medicare is only reimbursing the hospitial $10,000. So [the hospital] just
lost 10 G’s and they’re not too happy about it.” [ |

funds

thropy and community chest
helped the community hospital to break
even—which is all the non-profit hospi-
tal expected to do.

Then came the great technological

revolution in medical science. New
drugs that could wipe out many killer
diseases and new electronic machines
for diagnosis and cure have transformed
the hospital into a very complex and
expensive institution.

With such breakthroughs in medical
science, people should be enjoying the
best health ever. Instead we are facing a
health care crisis that is bankrupting the
middle class and reducing the poor to
despair.

This is because the drug industry and
medical-supply houses put profits
before delivery of health care. Like the
military/industrial complex that profits
from the government’s imperialist poli-
cies, a medical/industrial complex
(MIC) has been developed to coordinate
the economic interests of doctors, hos-
pitals, druggists, and the medical-supply
industry.

Drug companies ignore AIDS

Profits alone determine the research
policies of the drug industry. The nation
is in the grip of a near panic over the
AIDS epidemic. Cries for help are rising
from all over the nation.

Yet not a single major drug company
is researching for a drug or vaccine to
fight this disease. There is greater profit
in developing some variations of valium
since the patent rights have just run out
and there is a multimillion-dollar mar-
ket waiting to be exploited.

Manufacturers of radiographic scan-
ners and kidney dialysis machines have
found a new world of profit in the sick-
ness industry. They have found that
hospitals can be profitable if you charge
all the traffic will bear.

Sixty percent of the U.S. population
has some sort of health insurance. This
guarantees doctors and hospitals a mini-
mum payment. Above that they can
charge the patient whatever they think
they can get.

“What do you think your right arm
is worth to you?” they will frequently
ask a complaining patient.

Federal and state funds from Medi-
care and Medicaid is another pool of
cash the medical profiteers can tap.
Conglomerates have been buying up
community hospitals and nursing homes
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“How sick may | get for $5377'

to run them strictly for profit. This
means no more charity patients, every
aspect of the institution must contribute
to its profitability.

The first diagnosis of an emergency
patient brought into the hospital is his
financial health. If he has no insurance
he is shipped as fast as possible to the
nearest county hospital—the place of
last resort for the indigent sick.

The commercial hospitals are so anx-
ious to get rid of these unprofitable
patients they sometimes send them out
with plasma bottles and needles
attached to their arms.

Elderly prey to costs

A sick person with a Blue Cross card
would be admitted to a hospital, but
would not be immune to shock when
receiving his or her share of the bill.
While Blue Cross talks of covering 80
percent of the average bill, exclusions
and unexpected co-payments often leave
the patient thousands of dollars in debt.

The elderly who are supposed to be
enjoying socialized medicine under
Medicare are the most vulnerable to
high medical costs. They pay the first
$400 for a hospital stay plus whatever
charges the doctor and hospital adds on
to their payment from the government.

To bridge the gap in coverage the
average retired person has to pay $40 a
month for additional commercial insur-
ance. This is out of an average Social
Security income of $450 a month.

From the Black baby who is denied a
fair chance of a healthy life to the aged
who live in dread of the financial bur-
den of inevitable sickness, the U.S.
medical system is robbing the poor of
their inalienable right to health and the
longest life possible. |

Closing the door
on the poor

At best county hospitals are dreary
places where patients sit for hours to
obtain an interview with a doctor. At a
time when county hospitals are flooded
with poor patients, state and federal
funds are being cut. The result is tre-
mendous overcrowding and a serious
deterioration of conditions.

In one week recently three county
hospitals in the San Francisco area were
declared to be in violation of minimum
standards of health care. The response
of hospitals to such criticism has been to
close whole departments.

Hospitals have closed 15 out of 21
emergency treatment stations in highly
populated West Contra Costa County
(across the bay from San Francisco).
Another hospital in the county is asking
state officials for permission to refuse
“desperately  injured” emergency
patients.

Earlier this year a Contra Costa man
waited in a hospital emergency room for
four hours while doctors tried in vain to
find a neurosurgeon to operate. He was
finally transferred to the county hospi-
tal in San Francisco, but died two days
later—H.P. B
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New book on ascent of
flight attendants union

By JAYNE BURRIER

From Sky Girl to Flight Attendant: Women and
the Making of a Union, by Georgia Panter Nielsen.
ILR Press, 1982, 160 pp.

The years 1945 and 1946 witnessed the largest
labor upsurge in American history. More than 8 mil-
lion workers engaged in almost 10,000 recorded
work stoppages during those two years. Soldiers
returning home from the war found that they faced
the same situation they had left—unemployment and
poverty. Employers, on the other hand, had grown
fat from war profiteering.

This was also a time when the commercial airline
industry was coming into its own. And with it came
efforts to organize the workers in this booming
industry. Georgia Nielsen’s book From Skygirl to
Flight Attendant tells the story of how flight attend-
ants organized their union during the renewed labor
activity following the war. She traces the history of
the Association of Flight Attendants (and its prede-
cessors) up through the 1980s.

The occupa ion of flight attendant only came into
existence in 1930. One has to remember that in-flight
service, such as it was, was initially considered the
job of a man, usually the copilot.

There was a great deal of opposition, in fact, to
hiring women. Nielsen tells us that it was Ellen
Church, who originally aspired to be a copilot, who
initiated the idea of “sky girls” at Boeing Air Trans-
port, one of four predecessors of United Airlines.

Many obstacles for women

Ada J. Brown, a United Airlines stewardess, is
credited with organizing the first union for steward-
esses in 1945. The obstacles to organizing were, of
course, great. The women worked long hours for lit-
tle pay and the no-marriage rule guaranteed a high
turnover in personnel.

The prevailing social view of women at the time
was that their primary role in life was as a wife and
mother. A job as a flight attendant was often looked
at as simply an exciting and glamorous interlude

-
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before settling down to their “real” calling in the
home.

Despite the difficulties, Brown’s organizing
efforts paid off, and the Air Line Stewardesses
Association (ALSA) was established on Aug. 22,
1945.

Nielsen claims there was no antiunion campaign
by management at United Airlines. She credits Unit-

ed’s President William A. Patterson with being a

benevolent man truly interested in the welfare of the
workers. She goes so far as to refer to a source who
said that a antiunion campaign would have ‘“greatly
offended” Patterson.

This is misleading. Mr. Patterson would have
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been much more offended by the loss of profits a
prolonged strike would have caused. No doubt, too,
the widespread labor unrest after the war had some-
thing to do with his decision to recognize the union.
It would hardly be an exaggeration to say that the
union was organized on the back of the great orga-
nizing efforts of the 1930s, when millions of workers
joined the Congress of Industrial Organizations
(CI1O). .

For flight attendants the union has come to mean
more than providing economic protection. Flight
attendants have faced discrimination on the basis of
sex, age, race, appearance, weight, and marital sta-
tus. The women’s liberation movement, however,
has had a profound impact in giving women flight
attendants confidence to fight against demeaning
treatment and be treated as the professionals they
are.

That has meant fighting for the right to marry
and keep their job. It has meant fighting for the
right to grow old and keep one’s job. And as a side
benefit, the women’s movement has helped open up
flight attendant jobs to men.

What is “women’s work?”

The changing attitudes about who is qualified to
be a flight attendant provide some interesting
insights into the superficiality of sexual stereotypes.
At first the idea of women working on aircraft was
considered shocking. Could women do the work?
Was it possible?

But years later, after women as flight attendants
became the norm, a Mr. Diaz applied for a job as a
flight attendant for Pan Am and was turned down
because he was male. In the ensuing court case, Pan
Am brought in “expert” psychiatric testimony where
it was explained that male flight attendants would
pose a threat to the masculinity of male passengers.
The court ruled against Diaz, pointing out also that
at 30 years of age he was too old. But the case was
appealed and the ruling overturned.

Nielsen’s history of the flight attendants’ union,
and especially its sometimes difficult relations in the
past with the pilots’ union, reminds us not only of
the difficulties that the union has had to contend
with in organizing a predominantly female union. It
reminds us also how much things have changed as
we today witness a new sense of union solidarity tak-
ing root among all airline employees. [ |

A kiss of originality
in ‘Spiderwoman’ tale

By PAUL SIEGEL politics.

For Molina, however, it is significant
as a melodramatic story of love. He
identifies with the heroine in her passion
for the handsome, blond Nazi officer.

Valentin indignantly asks if Molina

The Kiss of the Spiderwoman,
released by Island Alive, 1985.

“The Kiss of the Spiderwoman” is a

superb film. Based on a novel by the
Argentinian writer Manuel Puig,
directed by Hector Babenco (the direc-
tor of the excellent Brazilian film “Pix-
ote”), and beautifully acted by Raul
Julia and William Hurt, it is both origi-
nal and profound.

Two men, a revolutionist and a
homosexual, share a prison cell of the
Brazilian dictatorship. Molina, the
homosexual, cares nothing about poli-
tics. He is solely concerned with escap-
ing from utter loneliness by finding a
man whom he can love and who can
love him.

Valentin, the revolutionist, on the
other hand, gave up a beautiful, intelli-
gent, upper-class woman with whom he
was in love, because he would not for-
sake the movement.

To while away the time, Molina nar-
rates and acts out one of the Nazi prop-
aganda films exported to Latin America
during World War II. In it a sultry
French cabaret singer falls in love with a
Nazi intelligence officer opposing the
Resistance.

Through him the singer learns of the
nobleness of the Nazi cause—which is
seeking to build a new order that will
rectify the world’s wrongs. This film
within a film, needless to say, is as
absurdly false in its staginess as in its
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doesn’t know that the Nazis gassed
homosexuals. “Of course)” replies
Molina. “I’m not that dumb a broad.”
The reply reveals both his self-centered-
ness and his self-contempt.

Valentin tells him that his escaping
into fantasy makes his life as trivial as
the movies of which he is fond. For
Molina, however, Valentin’s vision of a
distant revolution is itself fantasy and
his self-denial for the sake of this revo-
lution is folly.

“A real man”

Each, however, affects the other.
Molina, coming to appreciate Valentin’s
nobility, falls in love with him. All of
his life he has been searching for a “real
man.”

When Valentin defines a “real man”
as one who won’t accept indignities
from those who are powerful and who
won’t inflict indignities on those less
fortunate than he, Molina—accustomed
to the scorn of others—finds his “real
man” in Valentin.

Valentin is touched by Molina’s kind-
ness to him in his illness. He comes to
be more understanding of him and also
to face up to his own suppressed desires
to give up the fight.

Valentin says that his lover was right
when she asked him to desert the move-
ment. But, he asks, how could he have
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Spiderwoman. ”’

done so when his friends were being
captured every day? What for others
would be reason to desert is for him—in
his unassuming heroism—reason to
stay.

Valentin resembles the stereotyped
Resistance fighters of the Nazi propa-
ganda film that Molina describes. But
he is a real human being.

The ring of truth

““The Kiss of the Spiderwoman” has
a remarkable authenticity that contrasts
with the film contained within it. It does
have a number of unobtrusive parallels,
however.

At the conclusion Molina, on being

released from prison, obeys Valentin’s

Raul Julia (left) and William Hurt (right) star in Hector Babenco’s “Kiss of the

request that he convey information to
the underground. Like the cabaret
singer in the Nazi film—and characters
in a thousand melodramas—he has been
redeemed by love. But this is a redemp-
tion that has the ring of truth.

Valentin, badly battered by his jail-
ers, is given a shot of morphine by a
prison doctor. He drifts off into a mor-
phine dream—or perhaps it is the last
gleam of consciousness before death—
in which his lover opens the prison
doors.

They escape together to the exotic
island locale of the spiderwoman of
whom Molina had told him in one of his
fantastic narratives. This is the only
kind of escape from the struggle he can
have.



i Our readers speak out

Bewildered

Dear editor,

Your article “Fidel Castro
and the Latin American Debt”
I thought involved a fair
amount of distortion of the
Cuban position on this ques-
tion.

You quote Cuban CP leader
Ruiz-Soto saying, “It is a his-
torical reality that sectors of
the national bourgeoisie in
Latin America, due to their
contradictions with imperial-
ism, are adopting positions
which converge with those of
the proletariat, the peasantry,
and other non-capitalist sectors
in the anti-imperialist struggle
and for the conquest of eco-
nomic independence and com-
plete national sovereignty.”

You then jump to the conclu-
sion that this means unity with
the national bourgeoisie and
“These formations necessarily
subordinate the interests of the
workers and peasants to the
needs of the national capital-
ists.” I find that a rather pecu-
liar conclusion to derive from
Ruiz-Soto’s statement.

Later you mention Castro’s
call for a debtors’ cartel of
Latin American nations. Then
you say, “But for the call to
cancel the debt to genuinely
serve as a lever to move the
workers and peasants forward
on a revolutionary course, it
must break out of the “two-
stage” framework” that you
infer Castro puts on it (as part
of his reformist course?)

I am really quite bewildered
how you reason that a debtor’s
cartel is reformist, and particu-
larly how you pulled out of a
hat the idea that Castro sup-
ports a two-stage theory of rev-
olution.

It is hard not to regard this
as deliberate distortions of
Cuba'’s positions.

Stansfield Smith,
Chicago

Dear Stansfield Smith,

In the September article—
and in other articles on Cuba
published in the February 1985
and July 1985 issues of Social-
ist Action—Fidel’s views on
Latin America are quoted
extensively. Fidel states explic-
itly that socialist revolution is
not on the agenda in the conti-
nent and that what is needed is
a democratic revolution that
can bring about the develop-
ment of these underdeveloped
nations. Is this not a ‘“two-
stage” theory of revolution?

The article highlighted the
progressive and revolutionary
character of Fidel’s initiatives
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on the debt question, while
pointing to the dangers of link-
ing the call to cancel the debt to
the call for a “new interna-
tional economic order” based
on the 1974 United Nations res-
olution. Why this danger?

The 1974 U.N. resolution,
which has been endorsed by the
majority of capitalist govern-
ments in the underdeveloped
world, seeks to improve the
terms of trade between “rich”
and ‘“‘poor” nations. It also
seeks to secure a more ‘‘just,
equitable, and rational” use of
the resources of the underdevel-
oped nations.

But it attempts to do all this
while safeguarding the right of
capitalist expansion in the
Third World and the right of
the multinational corporations
to continue plundering the
resources of these nations.

Is it possible for there to be
a “new international economic
order” as long as the imperial-
ist banks, corporations, and
states can continue to accumu-
late capital in these countries?
In the age of imperialism, as
Lenin clearly pointed out, this
is impossible.

The various capitalist gov-
ernments in Latin America
have demonstrated their unwill-
ingness and inability to sever
their ties with U.S. imperial-
ism. They will attempt to put
pressure on the imperialists for
better terms of trade, or for a
renegotiation or even a morato-
rium on the foreign debt. At
the same time, though, they
will demand austerity and
“social pacts” from the work-

ers to help them weather the

crisis.

The workers and oppressed
in Latin America cannot settle
for anything less than the non-
payment of the imperialist debt
and a total break with the
International Monetary Fund.

The workers and oppressed
of Latin America need to
strengthen their unity to
advance their struggle against
imperialist domination. The
Oct. 23 Continental Day of
Protest Against the Debt
launched by the trade-union
conference in Havana is an
opportunity to mobilize mil-
lions of people in the streets not
only against the debt, but
against the austerity policies
imposed by the IMF.

But to satisfy the demands
put forward on Oct. 23, the
workers and oppressed need
their own independent political
organizations. They cannot
count on any wing of the capi-
talist class in their fight against
the imperialist debt. They can
only count on their own
strength.

The call to cancel the debt
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Filmmakers capture scene of Sharon Lockwood of the San Francisco Mime Troupe meeting a
former steelworker backstage in “Troupers,’ a feature film about the Mime Troupe directed by
Glenn Silber. The film is now available for booking from
Rm. 319, New York, N.Y. 10003.

Icarus Films, 200 Park Ave. So,
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must therefore be linked to
demands that mobilize the
workers and peasants in
defense of their own interests—
not those of the national capi-
talists.

Such demands include the
defense of the Nicaraguan rev-
olution, the expropriation of
imperialist industries, the dis-
tribution of land to the peas-
ants, and an end to the auster-
ity measures imposed by the
IMF and the various capitalist
governments of Latin Amer-
ica—The editor. [ |

Donation

Dear editor,

I am enclosing a donation to
the Socialist Action fund drive
in ' memory of my grandfather,
Jack Lesser, who died on Oct. 2
at the age of 95.

Jack Lesser was a socialist
from the generation of work-
ing-class  fighters  directly
inspired by the Russian revolu-
tion. He escaped from Russia
before the revolution and set-
tled in Philadelphia.

During the 1930s Lesser was
active as a trade unionist and
shop steward at R.C.A. Victor
and was fired from his job for
helping to lead a strike there.
He remained a fighter to the
end of his life.

M.S.
San Francisco

Excluded

Dear editor,

Enclosed is a copy of a letter
that I sent to the forum director
of the Philadelphia branch of
the SWP after 1 received a
request for suggestions and
comments about the party’s
forum series.

As a former party member
and an active participant in the
Philadelphia April Actions
Coalition, I am concerned
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about the party’s exclusionary
policy concerning attendance at
their events, feeling that such
methods work against the
SWP’s own intentions to build
a revolutionary party in the
United States.

I have also enclosed a check
for a subscription to Socialist
Action. Please credit my
friends in the Boston branch
for the sub sale.

Mike Pearlman,
Philadelphia

Dear Mike,

All expelled members of the
SWP, including those of us in
Socialist Action, have been
excluded from the SWP forums
and bookstores on the baseless

These charges are outright
slanders and are totally false.
We repudiate the methods of
disruption that have been used
against the SWP. We have
defended and will continue to
defend the SWP against all
forms of disruption.

Nor do we claim to be the
SWP. We claim to represent the
political continuity of the old
SWP, which the SWP leader-
ship today has thrown over-
board. We seek to defend this
continuity in our press and in
our activity in the class strug-
gle.

We are heartened to know
that former party members are
reading our paper. Please send
us letters with your comments

charge that we have disrupted

of the SWP in public.”

or criticisms of our articles. Or,
better still, send us articles
about the working-class strug-
gles in Philadelphia—The edi-
tor. -

forums and that we have
“claimed to speak in the name

Editor’s clarification

In the article by Sean Flynn, “Is there a capitalist remedy for
underdevelopment” (October Socialist Action), two formula-
tions were added by the editor which, due to their brevity, could
lend themselves to misleading interpretations.

Flynn’s article sharply made the point that the Socialist
Workers Party was taking one step further in embracing a “two-
stage” theory of revolution by stating that the socialist revolu-
tion was impossible not only in Burkina Faso (formerly Upper
Volta), but in a series of other semicolonial countries as well.

Flynn also showed how a series of African petty-bourgeois
nationalist regimes that claim to be ‘“anti-imperialist,” such as
Mozambique, end up capitulating to imperialism because of
their unwillingness to take the path of the socialist revolution.

The clause “rationalize the [Burkinabe] government’s proca-
pitalist policies” was added to Flynn’s statement that “Jenness
and Clark used the debate to draw sweeping conclusions bear-
ing on revolutionary strategy...”

Jenness and Clark, two of the SWP “theoreticians)” do not
really discuss the policies of the Sankara government, except in
very general terms. The debate here is on a more abstract theo-
retical plane.

The term “procapitalist;,” moreover, is usually used to refer to
regimes that openly identify with capital. Obviously to the
extent that the government does not abolish capitalism, it is
procapitalist. But within this large category distinctions should
be made. The Sankara government in Burkina Faso appears to
be more akin to the Dergue in Ethiopia or the Samora Machel
government in Mozambique, two regimes which Flynn takes up
in his article.

Elsewhere, the term “temporary” was added to the statement
that “some gains were won by the exploited” under nationalist
regimes in the so-called Third World.

Again, it is obviously true that capitalist exploitation was not
abolished by these regimes, that the workers and peasants were
demobilized and often repressed, and that the distance taken by
these governments from imperialism was “temporary.”

Yet, what was left out of the picture with this one-word for-
mulation was the fact that national independence from France,
Britain, Italy, or Belgium—or the seizure of assets like the Suez
Canal—were real gains that have not been washed away.

Moreover, the suppression of the landed aristocracy in Ethio-
pia or the large landowners in Egypt is a progressive conquest
for many peasants. While there are many cases where the land is
later given back to the old landowners (either directly or
through the market mechanism), it is a task of the working-
class movements in the semicolonial countries to defend the
past gains by moving forward toward the establishment of gov-
‘ernments that break with capitalist property relations—The edi-
tor. |
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Black unions spell
threat to apartheid

By MICHAEL SCHREIBER

Delegates from 16 Black and non-
racial unions in South Africa will meet
this month to form a united “super-fed-
eration” representing over 500,000
workers.

The federation will be the most pow-
erful working-class organization in
South African history. It is the result of
a number of-—sometimes heated—
‘“unity conferences” undertaken since
the independent unions were allowed to
register in 1979.

The largest single component of the
new federation will be the National
Union of Mineworkers (NUM), which
has organized some 200,000 members
and organized 18 major strikes in the
three years since its formation.

NUM President Cyril Ramaphosa
attributes the union’s growth to the fact
that “The workers understand that our
union is prepared to fight to the end—
and to win.”

The unions have agreed that they will
restructure themselves after unification
into broad industrial unions represent-
ing workers in the mines, factories,
transportion, and services throughout
the country.

The federation’s largest components
are based in South Africa’s most strate-
gic industries—such as mining, metals,

CUSA, the Council of Unions of
South Africa, and FOSATU (below),
the Federation of South African
Trades Unions, are the two largest fed-
erations that will unify this month.

chemicals, textiles, automobiles, and
food processing. These highly concen-
trated industries have become depen-
dent on an increasingly skilled Black
labor force in order to compete in the
world market.

As a Black worker at General Motors
commented, “Our strength is in the
economy. We have the power to bring
the economy to its knees.”

Political action

The federation will play an important
political role out of necessity. Black
union leaders cannot pretend to bargain
with the employer on “pure and simple”
wage issues—as many of their counter-
parts attempt to do in the United States.

Low wages are the product and the
goal of the government’s system of quo-
tas, pass laws, forced removal, and vio-
lence. Apartheid policy was summed up
succinctly by a government deputy in
parliament when he said: “A Black man
in a white area is there only to sell his
labor.”

Thus, in 1981, although Black people
made up 71 percent of the workforce,
they only took home 29.4 percent of the
total wages. Black workers received 22
percent of the wages of white workers
employed in manufacturing, 18 percent
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Thirty-eight leaders of the United Democratic Front, South Africa’s largest anti-apartheid coalition, face a possible death
sentence on charges of high treason. Trial opened on Oct. 21 for 16 of the defendants.

s

Supporters of civil liberties must protest this show trial. We must redouble our efforts to secure their release from a murder-
ous apartheid government that ignored world appeals and hanged Black South African poet Benjamin Moloise.

in construction, and 17 percent in the
mines.

South Africa is a unique example of
a highly industrialized capitalist society
that owes its wealth and very existence
to the extreme oppression and misery of
its Black population. For that reason,
labor struggles have steadily converged
with activities against repression and
around demands for democracy and
national rights.

On many occasions during the past
year, labor unions have joined ad-hoc
coalitions with community associations
that are concerned with specific prob-
lems such as housing, utility rates, and
schools.

These two types of mass organiza-

(continued on page 14)

Botha offers ‘one
person, no vote’

By MICHAEL SCHREIBER

Thousands of people were stirred to
protest in 1983 when the government
proposed elections for a new constitu-
tion that offered parliamentary repre-
sentation for people of Indian and
mixed-race descent.

Trade unionists and community
activists went door to door urging a
boycott of the elections. The govern-
ment’s offer of limited “power-sharing”
was countered by calling for “one per-
son, one vote.” This slogan has increas-
ingly become the rallying cry for the
struggle in South Africa.

The importance of the “one person,
one vote’” slogan is underscored by
none other than the editors of Business
Week, who speak from the point of view
of capitalists in the United States.
“South Africa’s fundamental struggle is
not over apartheid but over who shall
run the country;’ they warn.

The editors state with candor that
“U.S. interests” require that the United
States ‘“be identified as supporting the
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side that will eventually prevail: the side
of Black political rights.”

But Business Week gets to the heart
of the matter when it points out that
those same ““U.S. interests” have seen
their rate of return in South African
financial investments tumble from an
extraordinary 20 percent five years ago
to only five percent today.

Last month U.S. Secretary of State
George Shultz took his cue from the
businessmen and proclaimed apartheid
“doomed.” He urged that the apartheid
regime negotiate with recognized Black
leaders—such as those of the African
National Congress.

Otherwise, Shultz stated, the govern-
ment could be overthrown by ‘“violent
revolution.”

Shultz’s warning left South African
President P.W. Botha unmoved, how-
ever. The erstwhile “reformer”
responded that a white backlash could
erupt “if the international world pushes
us too far.” -

Botha did concede, however, that
Blacks might be permitted to manage
some of “their own” affairs—Ilike segre-
gated housing and education. And he
suggested that a few Blacks could even
be admitted to a council in his private
chambers to make “inquiries and pro-
posals.”

As for “one person, one vote;” Botha
informed Business Week, ‘It will lead to
a socialist dictatorship in South Africa,
and we are against it.”

As the death toll in South Africa
approaches 800 in the last year, Botha’s
government has shown that it will fight
Black majority rule by any means it
deems necessary-—and that means unre-
strained state terrorism.

Opponents of apartheid in this coun-
try must redouble our demands to end
all U.S. support to the South African
regime. n



