PAPER OF THE INTERNATIONAL MARXIST GROUP {BRITISH SECTION OF THE FOURTH INTE RNATIONAL)

PRICE 5p 29th JUNE 1973 NO.E

LIAISON COMMITTEE

BACKS SHR

BY CHRIS BALFOUR

Delegates from 35 of the best organised and most important
factories and shop stewards’ committees in Englind, Scotland and
Wales voted last Ssturday to organise a massive lobby of the TUC
when it meets in September at Blackpool, calling for an end to
talks with the Government and an all-out fight against the pay liws,

The delegates, from the ‘sponsoring bodies’ of the Lisison Com-
mittee for the Defence of Trade Unions and brought together
largely through the influence of the Communist Party, also decided
to follow up the lobby of the TUC with 3 recall conference of the
LCDTU. This is to be held later in September, and will take up
the questions of defending pickets and ampaigning against the

Crovernment's pay policy

The mecting recognised that there
an wrgent pead Tor solidarity with
the 23 building workers oo tral in
Sheewsbury and Mold for thelr
picketing activities, some delegates
siressing that the case was ax o
paitanl as that of the Pentonville 5
It was suggested that the September
LCDTU  conference. would be an
important opportunity to push for-
ward the cmpaign in defence of the
14, before the trial opens st Shrews
bury in Ociober.

New Upsurge

Ihese moves come just when the
Chrysber - workers have shown that
the fghting ability of the wiorking
chigs remains undiminshed, Moreover,
the decizions of the engineering wor-
kera’ conference have placed ome of
the industraally most powerful gronps
salidly against the TUC-Government
talks and any form of wage restric-
tion, on paper at least, The enginees-
log pay clain, il seriously foughi for,
conld set this decsive section of the
clizs on-g direct collision course with
the Government

With Lhe inspiration of the Chrysber
strikers bohind them, and the prac
tical focus of the AUEW decisions
before them, the masa of workers,
who have only goene slong with the
Ll + 4% seitlemenis on on Interim
Basis, cin become more willing than
ever fo go into strugghe.

Rank and File Must Lead

The LODTU is quite correct to
demand that the TUC bureaucrats
ke up the hight ageinst the Govern-
ment. Bul this is not ot all safficient
The mwillingrness of the Communist
Party. which i In the lzndership of
the LODTU. to hreak away from ite
alliance  wilth dhe ‘left® bureaucrats
has had disastrous effecis on the
rank-ind-file movement in the past,
and it could do so again in the Tufure.

At the same time as striving to creale
the broadest possible fighting unity
it the irale unios movement by
pushing the buremucrate into action,
we must also be preparing the cank-
and-fike to sssuine the leadership of
their own siruggles.

Serious Campaigns

A mijor showdawn with the Chvern-
menl i the ooly way for the working

cas to win g victory. But such a
fight cannol be won without wide-
spread unity meostrugele, and the use
of the most smilitant isctica, This
means iniwving towards 4 general
strike. Previows LCDTU conferences
have failed to face up to this reality,
homstrung by the weaknesses of the
Lommunist Party’s strategy

Last Saturday's meeting was absoluie-
ly cofrect to assign top priority to
cimpaigns in deéfence of picketing
ardd apmingt  the TUC-Government
talks. If these campaigns are seriously
comadiected,  they can serve bo warn
the Governmenl that we will fight
back, they ean dtrengihen the band of
the rank-snd-file leadership oginst
the bureavcracy, and they n BEve
the mass of workers renewad con-
fdence in their ability o strupgle.
The immediate need is for the es
fablishment of Shrewsbury defence
cormitiess in every area to mobilise
the widest support on this issue.
Slmilar steps ghoukl be taken io
ensure the: maximum lovolvement in,
and swareness of, the fortheoming
TUC lobby.

Plan the Way Ahead

But those of us who ore preparing
the fight agiins the Ty Govern-
ment and the emplovers must akao
plan out where we are headed. We
fust - state openly that a general
strike s on the cards, and prepare
both ourselves and the mass of wor-
kers for this sont of confroolalion
Thiz s the crifical question which
will face the LCDTU in September,

This conference must include wider
layers of the rank-and-file Jeadership
than ever before. And it must be &
conducied that the delegates have a
penuine  opporfunify .t discuss
podicy questions seriously, and work
out i detail 0 strategy Tor the nexl
Bl ol stropgle.

The &st conference represented a
ferious step backwards in both thesse
respects. I this error iz not corrected,
thenall the movea the LODTU is now
lakdng will come fo nothing,

But i the LCDIU & prepared o
take. the righd approach in  the
eritical questions fucing the working
class movemenl, (hen the Seplember
Conference gould become a decisiee
forcy in sefting the whole movement
of the road to vidory in the chiss
siruggle,
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Last Friday the French fascist
organsafion Ordre Nowvesy held 2
mazs meeting in the centre of Pars
to mobilise support for 8 blantly
racist unti-immigration campaign.

A counter-demonsisition was g
nised by a number of groups on the
edlreme eft, most prominent of
which was the Commumniz: Lestgue,
Frentch section of the Fourth Intes-
mational, The French authoriiies
urdertook o protect the meeting
and phiced hundreds of riot-equipped
police at the disposal of the fascists.
The counier-demobstralion was a
misive success, and led to houts of
pitched baltles between the police

amil demomnsteators, The demonsia-

tora, uided lo the ferocious hrutality
of the police riot squads, come fully
equipped for combat, and generally
sent Lo have carried the day

The police promptly replied by & raid
on. the Faris headquariers of the
Communist League, The raidera did
widesprend damage inside the buoild-
ing, ond took fwenty five members
of the League into custody, Fourtoen
have since besn charged with viola-
ting the weapons laws, and oentral
committee member Pigrre Rousser
has bewn kepl in custody Tor almost
u week withour bail

The right-wing has launched o big
wampaign calling for the banning of
the League and (he arrest of Alain
Kervine, @ promisent Lesgue memsber
oflen treated by the capilalul pross
anats “lender. The French cabinet
meels fmlay, 28 June. to discuss
LEve rradter

Fascis! activity has increased over
the past few months, and a number
of armed attacks arr striking workers
have occurred quite recently. But the
actions led by the League have preo-
vented the French fascists from s-
equiring the kind of mass support
they have in Ttaly, They have abo
revedled the close links betwesn the
fascistz and the capitalist state, thus
mgking it difficult for the former o
masjuernde a3 ‘radical’ and st
i pitalist.'

The League i recelving very wide-
spread sy mpathy from fmde unionists
and other growps in French society

who bave Jess than pleamel memorkes
of foaciem, both past and pregent,
Che of the main trade union con-
federations, the CEDT, the COMIETESS
aof the French Socialiat Party, and
the United Socialist Party (PSU], have
il blimed the incident on the
suthorifies' decision to allow the
meeting to ke place,

The whole British left has & daty 1o
solidar e with the Communist Lesgue
if any further repressive moves are
made against i, We could well learn
much from the way in which the
League hes carmied oo ihe fight
against the fascist orgs nisations,
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Hying pickets carry the day

Chrvekes workers al Ryton in Coventry won a
big victory al the end of lust werk when they
Seeard theat after o four-week sinke all their
demaads Bad becn panted by the company

This success was due to the Ty g pickets, weed
for (ke Tirst time in Lhe car industry. When
sanagemeni provoked the dipuis over

shoddy work’ they were hoping that a strike
would exhsust the workers before the pay
sepotiations which begin tha week. | nstesd
the pickets nearly busted Chrysler out of the
markel. After twa weeks of pickeling at the

Sroke engine plant, cutling off supplies to
Linwaod snd Dunstable, Chrysler were facing
the clogure of almost theio entire UK opéra-
tions and ihe prospect of laying off their
workfores at & lny-off eie of 65% of the
basic wage. i

Al the heginning of the week management
had tried, one last despemte ploy when they
hired thigs at £304) o man o break ihrough
{he pleket lines al Stoke und gel ciough
engines o Dunstable (o allow a few mote
gays” production there. Bul this only
heightensd the resistance of the pickets, and

pottand Fred Whiteley —nt a picket b fd
The three, all members of Wandsworlh Teachers Az
Hich was held in the middle of the teachers" struggle ower the Londan Allows e
§97 Garrat! Lane, London 8, W.1 7 (54 7-3088).

ok their behall st Saturday ool
oo divciplinary chorges after distur-
For further

letion, fa

i few days lnter Chevaler were forosd Lo
settle,

The successful use here of the MNying picket
tactic, nnd its rapid impact on the whole
Chrysler combine, only cmphasises the proh-
lert Faced by the emplovers in this fielt. The
use of thug tactics by the company — in this
case of men wha described themeselves &
*professional strike-breakers' - did not arise
heciuse of o nasly Aoerican management but
wits determinesd by the whabe logic of the
clags strogghe in Britain, The lbowr mo vemen|
must prepare to defend il pioker Jines against
attack by making sure that the enéiny, in
uniform or otherwise, 18 aot alone in Lng
pliyaical means, Ed Viyatt

Unionists back SN5

Last week the Appes] Court rejected the
appeals of the five people convicied o con-
spEing o cornmit the * Angry Briggde” bomb-
ing. They hnve been condzmned tooa
combinid sentence of hall & century - mo
lenienoy was shown even to Hilary Creck, who
scconding (o g statement by the Stoke
Mewingion Five Solifarily Comimittes 'is
gatremely ill ... her dlness cm be shown o e
& disect result of prison lite”®

Wi the same time, howeves, the first sucoes
in getting the trade union movemeant to ta ke
p the case has come with the passing of 2

resolotion by Stockporl Trades Coucl
pledging solidarity with the Stoke Newinglon
Five, Jahn Broome, President of the Trades
Council and himself convicted by Lord Chief
Justive Widgery on a charge of ohstruction
for pickeling during the batlding strike last
yedr, comment=d

“We are commitled to campaigning For their
release and petfing as many workers a8 possible
fo support thls campaign. Oag of the thing
this case shovas i3 that divisions in the Left can
be very destructive when they prevenl urgent
practical lasks from being done.

"Tlhie decision wag unanimous, 1t was recognised
{hat this was o political trial and that they are
political prisoners, just like Angela Davis, Some
pecple linked op the repression of the live
with what iz happening to the building worksrs
at Shrawshury and to the inerensed
repreasion all round under the Tories. Someanc
pointed out the good politicil work the
majority of the five pul mle building clamants
wrigns. People also put emphasis o the dan-
pers of the Special Branch and how tiedr 9T
infiltcating working class orpaitigations.
Everyone was concerned 8t the suvagery of
Uhe sentences, We want thewr release”
Sreae Coban

v { opses of the coniplece statemenl can be cotained

from: 54 Harcombe Bomd, Londen, B, 16,

Squatters go one better

Last Saturdaey, Harry Feld man found kis home
picketed by ulment 2 hundresl angry squatters
gnd thesr supporters, Feldman isa director of
Berger’s, 3 property group aolorious lor keep-
fng flats empty while theic capital gins pile up.
The squatlers are secupying 11 such Flals on
ane of Berper's private estates in Herne Hill in
Soulh London, They are proteating apainsl &n
gxpected Courl order piving Berger's the go-
aliead to send in the heavy boys Lo evict them

The Herne Hill aquat isa sew departure for the
squariers movement, Usually squats take place
in evacuated councl bonses, Councils often
furn a Bliod eye to sguatting becnuse il secves
5 & means of ‘solving' the prablem of hame-
leasniess, They then evicr the sguatters when

the demobition squads move in. Bud in Herne
Hill, squatters have occupied profitable com-
mercial property, For this sin, ey now face
the combined force of the properly sharks, the
baililis, the polise and Lhe Coures.

Usizally, squatlers’stevggies remain isolated

both from ane anotherand from the ather
stripples of the working class. In this cese,
owever, the Tocal tenants association is sug-
porling the sgqist, The tenants bawe thelr own
landlord prokles, as Bergee's have continualiy
harassed tenanis with Ectitious sent arceacs anid
fave Failedd Lo carry oul necessdry Tepairs. Sup-
purt & also coming i from local trade umionisls,
including scms lecal grvernment workers, and
polizical groupa:

The Herne Hiliatruggle npend up new proapeols
For the squatters movement, The urban
housing crisis, in ity moey agpects, s beitioan &l
by tenants, the homeless, the Labour Party and
trade union mamberd abiks, Bul Lhe many
papects of the crisis are in fact Jinkesd together,
Booming property volues in the private sector,
For example, delve up the price of building
Lind, strangling vouncil howsing schemes, By
selecting targets like those in Herne Hill, it i
posgible Lo develop contralised campaigns,
VoI g SQUALieTs, workers and tenants,

Selidarile 0 such sirugeles (5 now: more vical
tlan ever after Lard Denning's recent ruling
thal the Couris can B0 longer deiay the
execution of an evietion order. Denning also
pealfirmed that fechkiically no'vowst crder =
peadedar all by owners wahing o ewcl
syuatrers. This offengive must be countersd

hy stepping up the flght against eviction as the
Herns Hill sguatiers have done. B Samsan

All out for equal pay

Men have once again come ol in suppoerl ol
wonten's demands for progress lowards equal
pav. H K. Porter, an industriol rubber goods
Factory in Sticling, i= in the throes of its first
sirike in 90 vears olter manoge menl refused to
ingreass the female Tte hy H0p to £18 0 week,
lhe minimum level established by a jole

o g oo R T

agreement covering the industry. A deal worked
out by unica offlciaks ond management on
ronday, by pusaing the shop stewanls, wos
cverwhelntingly rejecial by a mose meeling

af steikers the Tolowing day, nnd il looks o
creasingly as if the compnay will Be Foraed Lo
concede the workes” demands, .

The unalTical strlke, by 123 woanen and 74

mar — memhers of the TERGWL ~ began an

[9 June, lemeditely after o pay nse within

the E1 plus 4 per cend Acrow The management
cloips et amy addilinnal ineresss woncld he
iilepal, but Phase Two provisians allow the

Ail fepential Betwesn fake and lemazle ratestio
he reduced by o thod @ 1973

1t was this cleuge inthe pay codewhick also
hroweght out industeil derical workecs ol twe
GEC plants in the Morth-west earlier LIS
pnanth. with the officisl backing of the clerncal
wiafkers” unian APEX. Alistair Bucharan
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Wages, profits
& the freeze

The Tory government's wage freese [froen Mow-
pmibier to March) wis the First stage of a strat-
rgy not against inflation but for roducig real
wages and raising profits. The figures are now
available Lo assess in detail how it worked.

During the fve months of the freezo wipe kotes
went up by shout 1.5 per cent and MoDey earn-
ings (mainky due to an jncrease in overtime
working and a reduction in short time) rodse by
2 8 per cent. Retail prices in the same period
shot up by 4.4 per oont, So, In teems af the
workers' avernge living stundards, resl boste
rates Fell by almost 3 per cent and réal earnings
by ahout 1.6 per cent.

Sihes most inflation during the freece réaaed
from searing food pricss it was the lower pald
workers who suffered most. The contrasts be
{ween different ndustries are also quite mark-
e, In the fiest four months of the freeze real
average earnings went up in the following
Industries: food, drink and tobaceo (+6.5 per
eent), metal manufacture (+2.9) and construe:
tion (+2.0). But in nearly all the Test they went
down: especially in wansport and commUnic-
tions {-3.6), paper and printing {-1.9), mining
and guarrying (-2.1], chembeals {(-3.0) and
vehickes (-5.9).

PROFITS SURGE

The result of this decline in real wages, along
with a sharp rise In produetivicy amd oulpul,
wag o tremendous surge in profits, though less
than the Toris intended owing to the unpree-
edenled rise in raw mateeial costs. The share of
profits in the total money value of home pro-
duclion, which was halved between 1964 and
1970 and then static up to the end of 1973,
leapt up sharply in the first guarter af 1973
{trom 10_4 per cent in 1972 to 11.8 per cent in
the [irst quarter of this year).

Apeil, the irst month of Phase 2 of the wage

| Tnws, was the croeliest so far for avernge living

standards, Basic wage rates went up 2 pe cent
as the pre-lreeze agresmenls were implemented.
But Lhe rise in earnitgs was only (1.6 per cent
while prices went up by almost 2 per cent,

I Jocdks as i the rest of Phase 2 will continm:
the snme way, The formuls fer permissible
wuge increases (£1 plus 4 per cent would give
am avernge rise of 6.8 per cent a year; and the
rate of inflation in the last three months has
been nearly 14 per cont a vear, If that contin-
ues 1t will produce a Teally tremendous decline
In living standards over the coming montha
Thasa: are the eesnambe results of the policy in
which the trade union leadesships have 'relue
tantly aoguiesced”,

This mixture of rising prices and falling real
wages «an only produce the fesst of peofits for
which the capilalits’ mouths are watering, for
50 long as the present rapid growth af sutput
goes on. Bul further deterioration io the
bakanes of poymenis (the May trade figures
were once again the worst ever) and more
ghoomy prognostications for the worlkd econ-
oy make this mareasingly problematic,

There is, therefore, no prospect of looser wage

control urder Phase 3. And this is confirmed
by the CBI's lwo demands in the tripartite
Lalks: for the continmtion of slatutory control
of wages and the complete ending of reguls-
tions on profit margins,

POSTSCRIPT: The efforts of Hill Samuel and
Slater Walker to merpe into the largesl mer

chind industrial bink o the eountry {analysed
in this eolumn beo weeks age) bave Gailed. The
deal was miled off, they sy, because of “Tund-
amental differences In work-slyle aml personal-

ity

Bul caploalists pel Logether to make profits not
love. And the declining share prices of bulh
firms since the merper was armouwnced testify
toa lock of confidence in the earning power of
the merger. The principle fear was probably
thol entey to the respeelable’ Issuing Howss

Committes, of which Hill Samuel k8 member,
mighl have led to more seruting of the ruch-
less assat strippitg methods which have made

Sliter Walker so profilable. Bolh companies

arg now again on the lookoul for other oppor-
Lunithes to merge themselves owl of Lheir
respeckive problems.

W ichaal Price



From ADAM GREY |

The steelworkers of Hordand and Wolfl"s Belfas
shipyard refrned o work on 1] June after a
tesi-week lock-out

They had lost their fight for pariy with steel:
workers in Britain (£38 a week instead of £32).
They were [arced to aceept the British Liovern-
meni’s £1- plus 4% pay norm. They losi thels
claim for 2 £3.50 productivity bonws and
accepied 63p, And they got a L350 lump sum
for loss of productivly ciusd by management
redevelopment plans.

An Imporiant issue n the dispuie was that of
‘Rilutess’. Before the dispute, the unions had
gocepted G600 new appreniicss, his wis on 3
two-thirds Protestant, one-third Catholic hass,
Even this ratio, which accepis the imperalisi
framework in the Six Counties, provoked & pe-
action from the Protestant workforce, One of
their demands in the claim was (or "compenss-
tion' for acecpting the Catholic appréntices
Although forced to sccept the Government’s
norm, they won L2090 a man as compensation
For the “dalulees”

This sirong anti-Catholic hias was nol reparied
in the British press. Bobish mperialiam does not
Eke to publicise the reactionary sentiments of
the Protestanl workers, Hul nor did the left
pross conegmdrate attention on it, either, Cn
the contrary the line of the kel press on the
siruggle was {iself chauvinistic. Workerr Press
fol example. gquoted Sandy Scoil, Member of
the Chrder of the Brifizh Empire and Boiles-
makers’ Convenor, af length and wilhoul cam
menl 1§ June): *Like other British workers we
have besn trupped by the Poy Board LV kst
workers have memories that po back to Le90,
and we won't forgel this one aasily . And these
gomments are not just incidental Bifly Hull of
the Loyalist Association of Worksrs was a
former mamber of Lhe Northern Ireland Labotu
Party, and & convendr of the Belizst shipyard
ERENEETIAE NONS. Sandy Scott is part of the
wme iradition

[y British socmints accepd Lhis sorl of atinude
o aodT Workers Preds accepled it Don't they
mund that it was in | 690 that Protesiant SUp-
remacy wae secured in Irelond at the Batile of
the Boyne? (i that Orangemen cestbrate this
victory every July [ 2th? — o celebration of

i perilid domination over |reland

The Worker, paper of the Maoist gpoup ked by
Reg Birch, the AUEW executive membes
dencribed the dispule s “Beliasi's Fight Tor
ity sl as il 60 were any olher indusirial
siruggle in Britain (3F May}

Socilisl Worker admilied that there was ' a
Dbt of religious sectarieniam in the dispuate",
bof chimed that "the Bellost workers are =
e ctimg the right-wing kigotd who are thed
worst-enemy’ (19 May and 2 June), Who's
Edding whom?

MATIOMNALISATION

Hul ot was the Militanl group's frish Milimear
and [8% lrigh orpan The Worker which fook the
@mke, They demanded in their May isues that
Harland & WaollT should be maticnalired, MNa
tionakised _ . . _ by which nation? Quite apart
frovm Che fact That & bs already & 7.6% ownad by
the British imperialist stnle, are thess proups
nof aware that Irish people are fighting & war
{0 pet rigd ol Heitish imperialisom in the Six
Counties?

Harlaind & Woltfis the mein industrial bage of
Hritish imperialism in northern Ireland . 11 is
one of the strongeat chains with whick the
Eritish rubng chss enslaves lreland @ conomic-
ally. The shipyard, oneof the higgest in the
warld, and the heavy cngineering works around
i, are the ondy base o heavy indusisy i lre-
land. British imperialism keeps thic in ita own
hened, whide: The rest of lreland 1s kepl al e
level of an exporter ol sgricultural producs
and fahourers, and an importer of heavy
ingdustrial poeds, o the chief benelil of Brilish
capite lism

Under these conditions, we think that socmlasts
miest Fighr and oppose any potley Soc national-
ization of Harland & Woilf by the im perialisi
Hritish stele, wilh oo wilhoul “workers coatlrol
frills, We should figh! for rhe whoke induscrial
Bage 0l Thel Bie Counbies to e banded oves Lo
the Irish people immediately and withont com-
primation. bEven thisds fae-teo Uitk Mabhing
simever be too muiech 1o comperssie she frich
peopde far the centurics of explatation they
have celiered al the hands 6! the British reling
(o -ELE

POLITICS

Petrimee battles are Iy iong ahead uoal: Brigish
awmed shopyard e, includinpg Harckiod & WaIEF,
The Boor-allen Keport. releassd po May, said
chal the sk of workers Io Lee mckusiey

wold b cul freom SO000 Co 2E000 b 1877

(HARLAND
| & WOLFF:

LEFT GETS
ITALL

WRONG

\ Righi: Harlend & Wolfl sipyard, Belienr

Thausands of shipyard workers ame cearly go-
ing to be thrown headiong in Lo polifics
In huoge crises lke this, polabics 15 everyihing.
The r.h||_'|:|.'a'n;| @ mitalsts are (ghimg Tor their
fife. They can only sunave by camying
through o smashimg ablack o0 wages, conditions
and empioyment. Trade gmomém onils own
w far too weak to defear the capitabists, Bodial
it revolulion beoomes the anly pla.q.'t.q."a:. |:-:l|.l-
18,

Bul what sorl of politics will the Protestant
shipvard workers turn o) Cronpe reaction or
oommurism? How cin they delen the capil-
alists while they boast their fovalty to them?
And how can they take the rosd of sociatist
revolution without first becaming strongly
anleimperilist T

All socialmis must support the shipyacd work-
ers apainst the management. Bur the task of the

Army stunt backfires

A British Army recoulting parade and concert
in Reading, the town where the British petition
Fenr the pecall of British {roogs from Treland
wias orzanized, wag turned into an anti-Army
demonstration by members of the Antl-Intern-
ment League last daturday .

As British Army morale and recruitment
plummeta — the latest fipures gluow a drap in
recrubment ower a bwo véar perod of more
than 50% — the Army top brass is now deter-
prired to fake advantage of the reiurn or
depariure of Army uniis o stage similar pebli-
city slunts,

Boadiog has been sesociated with the aocl-
recruilmenl campaign lor some months, and
for this reason was pickad for the ficst of
thess §lurws.

RETREAT

[he Regimental Bank of the Duks of Edin-
burgh’s Roval Regiment was to have marched

«
:.' #;5 ;

e
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through the town and bheld 4 consert in the
town's Bulls Shopping Centre before the
regiment ket for an 1 8-month towr of duty in
breland. But asthe regimental band marched
down the main strect, more than |00 supper-
ters of the Anli-Internment Leagae, led by the
Sanner ol the Oxfard Trades Cowncil, 20 in
bohind with placards inscribed 'British Troops
Clut of Ireland” and "End laternment”, Another
poster atared *Anolher Moiwand " — Teferring
to an éngagement in 1EE0 when the aath
Repiment, apcestor bo the present wnit, was
wiped out by Afzhor isrepalars.

Local people lnoghed at chis Goint’ démonsrra-
tican and belors the replmental tand had
coverid & third of ils route it was directed by
Arimy offivers to retrest to the Hutds, Bul only
about 30 peaple ai lended the concert there,
and they were mors than outa umberad by
memhbers of the Ant-internment League, The
copccrt endad 90 minuies befors the sched uled
terne ancd a5 trocps prepared to leave, the
L=pgue membere handed them lesilers.

lefl 15 to rasse perditiod demands — the wery
mintmumn being wo wletinlsation, oo decrimin-
stion. g big change i the mtic of Catholic o
Protestant cnsplovees |, and & complete hreak
with imperialism. And the Protestant workers
sl @lso be hown that Ui 15w suppor] in
the warkers movement in Britain for their

bl lvbng and astogant yet servile cpinging
levyalsm

Abore Hondsmaan rrker fegffed, Belowe The waier’
demdisiral bl Photes: Mike Mewton [Red Weekegl
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i 1E75 p series of importani laws reparding
trade unions were drawn up by the Conserva-

tive governmend and passed by Parliament, The

TULC, ediablished only seven vears earlier for
the expres purpose of agitating for Thess lws,
hailed them s 3 great victory and wied over-
whelmingly {o send thanks to the Tory Home
Eecretary for their adoption,

Among these laws was the Tonspitacy and
Protection of Property Act’. Under this wery
et almost one hundred yvears later, 2 rade
union militants are before the courts in
Shirawsbury . 1 05 this same Acr, hailed at

tine of its adoption as lepalisineg the rght-of
peaceful pickeiing', that the state is today using
to spearhesd an attack sgeins picketing and
against the bility of the working class to carry
on ifs struggles in an effecoive way, Ironically,
the very section of the Act under which the
Shrewabury 24 are batng prosecuied was drawn
up with the active assstance of the TUC

membars. Their leaders were orticulate gelf-
sducnted men who had usually “fisen from the
rapke’ of their respective trades. They secepred
the Framework of capitalism and capiralist,
ity and were more interecled inintrod uos
ing ‘muslice” into the ‘partnership of capital and
labour® than i waging the chiss siTuggle.

The central comcern of this new leadership was
to 2in epal acceprance and social respectability
far the Lrade wnion movement., For. whibe
trade unions bad lodng ceased Lo be illegal, their
lepal position was poorly defined and most
sections of the ruling class looked on them with
tharough disapproval,

THREE EVENTS

In LE&T three evenls ocoumed which jolied
these men ioto action, First 8 new *Master and
seivanl Act’ was introduced . Whils remeowing
some of the worst featires of the old low_ this

R

Agmall and wnoflicial group of the most promi-
nent leaders of the London Tradea Councll,
often referred 10 as the “Junte’, was sel up to
bead the strugple around these questions. They
g the Roval Commission ax a golden
opportunity fo estabiish their respectability in
the eyves of the capitalist stale and win redress
far their grigvinces, and persuaded the povern-
inent 1o allow them to nominnte someonic to

sil on the Commission.

LEGAL REFORM

After the Roval Commission reported, and in
reply fo the widespread apitation thar developed
for trade unkon reform, the government agreed
to tntroduce a Bill on the matterin 1871, In
the event they passed two messures. A Trade
Unign Actgave tlwe onions the legal recngnilion
and pr:nlt'n:‘ll.-::-n ey had soughs, But the
government alsa carried the Crimieal Law
Amendment Act, which made ‘threats or

Parliamentary Committee and its acceptance by h
the gavernment was considered to bethe

groifesl victory of the TUC,

RECOGNITION AND RESPECTABI-
LITY
By the late 1860' the British tmede wnlon move-
meni had emerged from the half-clindestine
existenoe it bad been forced (o Jead fnodes eariv
years. In 1823 the laws that had made “comki-
nuticns’ of workmen erlminal were repemled
and in FA5% picketiog was LI|'IFE'\-$':|I' lega lised
8 dong a5 itw dlm was anly to 'peacefully
periuade” workers to support a atolke,
Al the same time b new graup ol enions, aod
a new type of trade union Jeader, appeared oa
the scone, These were the “Amalgamared’
uriong thal orgonised the skilled workess in
sich trades s8 cingincering and hailding. They
wore ralatively centralised. fixed hioh dues, oo
maintained 4 wide rappe of benelits for their

Fod Weskly 20 Jure 1873 Puga &

Acl L= many casze of breach of contoiel by
workers crimbnal offences punishabie by
imprisonmest, bEimplksers, on the other hand,
ceriald break oontracis witheor commitiine any
crime, anly boing lable 1o 4 sult for damuges
under the il bw

Beeend, ina ez in which the Boilormakers'
wrtian was altempting toorecover Tunds em-
berdled by o branch sreasurer, the couris pubed
that trade unions, while noe longed erimsinal,
were sUill ug el nrganisulions. Thepefore
their Tunds were nat subject by the protection
ol 1 e b

Finally, larpeiv bn respanss (o an cutkbress of
vialence in Sheffield conmeciod wille g bragde
diapute, the government decided 1o establish a
Royal Commission to look lnto the trade union
MOVEMIENL,

mozlzstution” to corres an employer or hia
employees Wegal, and stipulated that *persistent
fallowing” and “watihing or besetting” &
pramises (i, standing outside them) wers
illzpal wnder this provigon. This took 1he lezal
podition ol pickets back 1o what it had been
before 1855,

A series ol coses served to ram Lhis poind home.
In 1871, seven women in Sowh Wales wers
jatled for saying “bak' to s grodg of seabs, In

| B, o number of London gasstokers wene:
given | 2 maonths in prisen lar ‘conspiracy 1o
coerce nr mobsst their employes”, becanss they
liad gone omn glrika. Aandin 1875 Cive cahinel
makers wers jailed lor plteketing their work
place during 8 strike, withol there bemg any
suggsstion that violines or threata hed been
Lol wsd,

1 Stru
Confe?eg r

By Mr. Scanlon’s oem hand , delemates at the
AUEW mtiann] conference kst week wibed to
remove him from the TUC-Goweriment tallis
on the economy

The imwin resolution saied that “This nations)
conference declares its continuing opposition
to any form of wage restreint, and calls apon
the trade union movement o withdraw from
dealing with the Government on any prices and
Incomes policy”. During the debate, the dghi
wing tried to amend the resolution 1o meraly
‘emphasize’ oppoiltion to wage restraint duding
the talks. It was onby ot this point, while angu-
ing for the-amendment, that Scanlon stated that
if it wus oot sccepted, 'l will not attend the
talks’, The amandment was defeated by 25 10
33 wlles,

The mover of the rescluticn, and the majeccy
af delegates who supporied il sestn never 1o
hawe intended that it should bar Scanlon from
the talks, [ndeed a moticn From the TASS con
lerence which did call explicitly for the AUEW
Lo leawe the talks was withdrawn by the CP-
dominated TASS delegatson on the First day,
precisely in order to leave Scanlon 8 fres haod
to attend. This defeatist Lne was axprasmed
mosl cleardy by leading CF member BEddie
Marsden, genernl secretory of the Copstrae-
tional Scetion of the aadors, swhen he sd that,
“There = nothing we can do about the tallks.
They are atready on and the siews of our union
must be hearnid,”

Soit was not the CF who demanded an
‘unpmblguons’ resolotion, bul Scanlon, The
CF, precisely because a clear-cut resclution
would dameage their relalions with Bcanlan (who
combtinues to be in favour of talks with the Go-
vernument ), aet out by thedr own admisiion 1o
pal through un o b vcer reselution which
would keave the Execarive Commitiee free 1o
fall in line with the wiskes of the TUC. The CPF
speakers, instend of fighting to call off the tatks
and prepare the working class for strogele, pre-
lerred o offer bogus justificotions for the walks
coptinuing. [t was enly jeluctantly that they
weare torced by Scanlon into votlne for the
AUEW to bezak off the walks - o step which bas
in facl been seen asn tremendous victory by
important sections of the labeur mowamment ami
has led o & strangihening of the militonis® hand.
band, particularly in the T&G.

The reasons behind Scanlon’s demand for an
‘unambigucos resolulion” are not eptirely clear.

In the words of the TUC's legal advizor Henry
Crompion:

A sirike was pertectly legil; but if the means
emiploved were calculared to cosrce the ampla-
wer they were ill=gal means; und g combination
to do o lepal g by illegal means wad 8 criminal
cofspiracy. Inother words, a strike was lawfal,
but anything dons io purswit of a atrike was
criminal.”

TUC LOBBIES TORIES

In 1871 the TUL sel wp its Tirst permansne,
standing body — the Parlamentary Comenities,
Thisg cammitiee, which inchaled many former
members of the “Turia’, aaderticok to campalgn
for further amerdoents ty the labour laws,

Al First the Paclismentary Commictes wag
disrrustiul of the recently elecied Conmryative
povernmant, but Lhey quickly Began to reslee
thiul The Torigs were at lzast ag willing ag the

1875 Pic

Liberals Lo cooperate with the trade uelen
teaders,

Al the eind of Apail TETS, the Farlinmentary
Commiliee sent o deputation to viskt the Tory
Home Secretury, Richard Crogs. They zalled
for bepal ceforma to end criminz) offences under
the Master ancd Secwmnt Act, ta repeal the
Criminn] Low Amcodment Act, and b limil ths
use of conspifacy chasees againsi trode union-
1515

Feeling among trade woinaists had run high
cover the arrest of the striking cabinet makers
Ohis the release of the cabinel mokers from
Prison inJuns, a mass denwnstration sGoe
50,000 strong took place to demonstrars the
gobidarily b the lrade wnisn movemens with
their conee and to profest agoinst e Ceimine
Law Amendment Act,




> af
ce

Certainly # marked a break with the normal
pracilee of being bn favour of vagwe mothons
which leaye the BEC room for monoceuvre., But
it does mean that by not being party to any
deal be will be able (o avaid undermining his
reputation as a "left’ by having to enforce ks
tarma on the rank and file particularly as the
first major challenge to the viability of any deal
1% hkely 1o come from hix own members over
ihe impending snginesrs’ wage claim. Al the
syme Lime e hes managed o remain respeci-
oble in the eyes of the Gowernment and the
press, with righl-wing Tory MIP? Angus Moude
even speculating in the Sunday Expresr that,
‘He might bacome a mariyr — bul he might
become 2 hero as well’.

The AUEW Conferance alse reaffirmed the
wage claim agreed by the enginsering section
in Acpril, for an incresse from £25 for a 40
haur week 1o £35 fora 35 houwr week on the
basic rate, elong with an exirs week's holiday.
This wat being disoussed by the Conflederation
of Shipbuilding snd Engineering Unions { which
thelodes the F&r) on Thursday, with a recom-
mendation from the AUEW that 'national

ind ustriaf sctbon' be taken “if necesmry” if no
reply is received within one month of ledging
the cleim in August But natbonal sirgke action
in engineering wiuld bring muoch of industry to
i habt and could bead divectly or indirectly (o s
gemeral strioe, the bkl thing Scanlon wanis
Last ¥ear's tactic of plant-by-plant bargaining
was i fiasco, so Scanlon's recommendation this
fime & Hkely b be Tor a national overtime ban
and work-teaule,

AL the same Time the promise of & newleft”
Labour Government will be used by the trade
i bureaucracy in aneffort lo guell threats
of an industrial offensive, The AUEW Confer-
ence iizell pagsed resoluticns calling for any
Labouwr Crovernment to withdrsw from (rather
ithen renegotiate terms with) the EEC, and for
the motionalsation of major industries without
compensation. The AUEW Block vote will
strengthen the hand of the left wing at the
Labour Pariy conference in September, bui

it will niso give the bureaucracy a weful wea-
pon against thelr members. ‘Don't siruggie’,
they will say, “wait for the new lefi Labour
GCovernment to come along, Major indastrial
disruption will play imto the hands of the
Torkes af the next election.’ [t is thess kinds
of pitfalls which will bave to be avoided in
mapping ol an alternative way forward in the
cning months,

Later that month the povernment introduced a
number-of measures inlo the House degigned to
reform the lebouwr laws. The '‘Conspracy and
Protoction of Properiv Act’ now protecied
trude umionists from the most oppressive
copspiracy charpes — those used Lo make into
i criminal offence an act that would pot be s
grime by itself. The new law prowded that no
combleation to carry oul #n dclion, connecled
with a trades dispute, wonld be & criminal
conspiracy unless that action was in iwgelf o
crifme.

Thare had been no provigsian for repeal of the
Criming] Law Amendment Act in the onginal
dbraft bill the government had produced. Bul
the trade undos movement across Lthe country
whs insislent that this hateful law had to go,
The TUC Parliamentary Commdites underiook
to tobby for dts repeal ond redeafted amd
endarsed an emendment prepared by Bobert

et Law?

Lowe, a gpraominent Libers]l MP. This had the
effect of repealing the Crimiisa] Law Amend-
ment Act and incorporating many of its
criminal provisions into the now Act, The
Lowe!TUC amendment was with o Tev;
changes, necepted by the government and
Becaine pact of the new Act,

This Act now removed the worst parts of the
wld law, but shill gawe gnly limited protection
to pickets. Picketing was ooly permiried Tor
‘commumcaling information’, and could pot
even includs ‘peaceful persnasion’, as i bad
et LBS% and 1871, Today, the TUC
amendmenl 1s the infamous section 7 wider
which the Shrewsbury 24 are being cried  ond
itk which two Filkinglon strikers werne
Lasd and convicted in 1970,

Ibe eanerging trade union bureaucracy ©hal

2 Atfter the
Resolutions

The AUEW Conference was a vital ome for the
whiole working class movement. A numbser of
extramely imporfant resolutions were mssed,
which could serve to-take the stroggle of the
working elass forwurd providing that the pro-
blems of how (o cuey them oul are solved,

The most vital dedsion, of course, was that
which forced Scanlon to withdraw feom the Go-
vernment-TUC talks, The ruling class is under
no Blusions aboul the importance of this, The
Finoncird Timez on 21 Tune declarad that the
decision, ‘reduces ithe prospects of any agree-
ment involving 8 wage restraint formuls being
acceplable to the TUC Congress in September
...... Moreorer, even i such an agreemeni
were o be endorsed by the Congress, its effec-
tiveness could be jeopardised by ke opposilion
ol the | 4 million member union.’

NEED FOR CAMPAIGN

But the Conference did nol go o o eXpress
the nesd for 8 campaign in all other unions to
gel the TUC o cll off the talks. To nake the
decigion really effective it is now necessany to
comdluct o concerded campasgn in all the othes
umions o ged the TUCT out - the T&G expecal-
Iy, where Jack Jones is the-other “left’ negotia-
tor for the TUC. Now & the ime ta pld into
practice the age old sestnment that che TUG
miusl be accounlabie (o the working class move-
meni. Sid Harraway's line about individusl
unmbons having no say in [he ‘personalities” in the
talks implicitly accepts thar the rank and file
gnnot dictate fo those who speak in their
nime. This line is worse than uschess.

The second polenbinlly vital decision was Uhal
the ALIEW would not accept an incomes pal,[.ﬂ.:
under auy government. This asseris the princi-
pie of mainisining the independence of 1he
trade unions from the capitalist staie — whether
the hangmans noose s offered by Tory or
Labour, It by only by maintaining this princ-
pk= of complete independence from the emplowv-
ars, both o Individosl fims and from their
stute, that the way forward for struggle can be
kopl open. The AUEW decsion is a big step
lorward to the fundamental position of “No to
any formoal meomes policy cocer cpitnbsm'.
It st now fight for this position agains the
plans of the Labour Party, both its left ond its
right wing, for 3 volonlary ineoines palicy
under the next Labour Government.

A& gecond part of the main resolulion expressed
the alternative to the miks; %o build a cam-

made up the TUC Parliamentary Committee
were nover interested in giving the trade union

struggle. They agreed whalehearted Iy with the
government and capitalist class that ‘ihreats,

wviolence and intimidation’ should never b= gssd h:

by workers, and should be treated as colmes if
they were. Thus they gave their blessing to a
law that could sagily become o powerful
wizdpon in the hands of the ruling clase apains
the workers” movement, as we are sesing at the
prosent Lime, Despite a few minor advances,
the Tow of picketing sl semains today ope of
the weakesl legal spois in trade union activity.

The trade wsion buréaveracy has newer renlly
been goncerned wich gaining the leeway to
carry on &ffective picketing. They have been
willing to fight for lepal recopnition of the
organisations They head and For legal protection
ol the funds out of whizh their salaties come
Bt they have always pocepted the fromework
of capitalism and capitalist law, This means
gecepring that ‘threats and viclence® are the
excingive privilape of the nuling class, and that
anyone glee whi tries to fighl back in kind
demerves to be ruthlessly suppressed.

Trade urdomiars have, For mnny sears, benelited
from o Fairly lonse application of the plckeling

laws, because of the streneth and determinatinn B

of the rankanddile of the movemsnt. Today,
when the tradittonal righss of picketing are
nnce more under gtrack, it will only be the
tank-and-file militants who are renlly prepared
ta fight thia attack, The weapon of effective
Fokering dia srucinl ipstrument o the class
atfugele, bul that strugele Las mever inlerested
the trade onlon boreauczals,

Brizn Slocock

Feovge Clger, o-feading member of (he T

Porlizpehtory Comriiiiees in 1875 B

-
muovement the necessary testh to wape the clase ©

paign of indwstrial action-designed Lo defaal the

government and its policies of legal yestrictions
on the trade union movement,”

[Be alternatives wore summed ap sharply by
speakers in the debate. A right winger, Jack
Hadley, said that, 'if we can’t beat this s
EOVErMMEAT wWe nwar go inand pegotiate the
best deal we can', Chifl Roberis, howeaver,
speaking for the main resodution in o ppoaition
to inlks and Lo inecmes policy, staied clerly
that, il youare not prepared to back this res
olution with total industrial action you might
as well forget about it°, It was this policy
which the AUEW adopted

Thiz conld easily be forgotien by both the
Execulive Commilles and the CFin the midst
of ‘the surprise and embarrassment over
Branbon™s insislence on for cing the vole, For-
gotfulness would be in line wich the s mbiguity
which the CF cultivales on questions which
might disrupr thelr alliance with the “lefis’ swch
us the generul strike, Now the AUEW ican
favour of 4 campaign of ‘lndusirial action de-
signed to defeat the government’, the CP must
come oul opeily Tor e general sizike and all
the means necedgary to prepare it. Thoueh the
Mearring Star continually alks of the negessity
tor el il of The Tacies, and Berl Ramelson in
his pamphlet on the Indusirisl Relatens At
tufks of the demand For 3 general strike “pour
iig ik ke a porrent to Congreas House', they
want to remain nmbigeous grven that the
Ylefis’ prefer tooget rid of govecnments only by
slectoral means

-An essenlial part ol preparing any general sirike
confrontation ia to ensure that the necessary
lechislcl means are ool impaired and that [he
working chiss s ed umted o pse them. A key
instrument for developing and axtending s
general sirika is [he Flylng pickel. . In lhe dis-
cussEon on picketing at the Conference, Bob
Wright sald: “Let's not kave any of this non-
sense ihoul newtrality’ on the part of the
pofice. "The establishment of this country,
including the police, have always seen theair
robe in the proteciion of property.’ Len Misel-
ding from London podnted ot that, “The
pobice have now organised themeebves with
heavy squads’ which are beling wsed ‘with Lhe

sole purpose O @osing an affras”, a5 at Briant's.

The Conference called on the TUC tosel upa
corordinating committes, avmed with 2 defence
fund, to investigate cases againgt pickets and
help defend those like the Shrewshury 24,

QT - ¥

-x.

Dave Bailey
and
Alan Jones

Bur wnal is really needed is for The trade unions
to defend every ploket regardless of the reling
chizs “law’, The workiog class is going to hawe
to confront ail ihe armed Torces of the cipital
isl state as well a3 the unofficial pags of thogs
used by the bosses us at Cheysler’s. It can't
hather ileall abowl *the Bw®, Tado this the
working claas must be propared to systemati-
@lly organize pickets withill physical mesing
nwcsEary to ciry our the siruggle, But ie-
gtead of this the Conference confined itself fo
demanding the Labour Party bring in legal safe-
guards for picketing

The resl bk is Lo @ke measures Lo detend Lhe
tight to picket mow, which @n cnly be done by
depriving the anemy of his monopaly of Foree,

If thaAUEW I3 serious about ie comemitmest io
a “mmpaign [ industrinl welion 1o defest the
Government’ o campaign of this kind on pick-
cting is indispeangakle,

The same holds toue of the wags claim. Sioce
the A UEW clalm & bound to excesd any norms
which the Government will kv down under
Phase 3, & major national stroggke will be
necessary oo win the claim. No matter what the
ALUTW burenucracy tries to do, the working
clase as a whole will sea in such 2 struggle a
miajor focus for their resistance 1o the Tory
Governmant, This makes urgent the prepam-
tion of the working clas for a coming fight
Lhal will necessmrily tike on general striks
dimensions.

The danger with all the decigions Hes in willlng
the end but not the means. IF the logic ol the
decisions i accepted — no negotistions, inde-
peRdsros of wrnions From Lhe slale, nodincomes
policy with Labowr, pursnit of the clabm, snd
Indusirial aclion lo deleal and remove the
Crovernment — the AUEW could slart o

process lending Lo big working cliss victories,

If thig lopic is not translated nto praciics,
other demands such as for exproprigting the

e jor companics withaur compensiiion are so
much hot air. If the working class 13 to gofor-
ward Lo Grry ol revolutiomary measures of
iy kind, extru-parlismentary measures will be
nacesgary, Without the despest mobilization of
the working clsss againet the immeadiate ob-
sbacles lazing 1), the working class will never be
propared for such & revolutionary struggle.
Without confronting the  immediste obstacles
in a decigive mannar, the working class will
guffer o defeat which will put thosze suffered
under Plase 2 into (he shade,

Ll
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This Endangered Flanet, by Richard A.
Falk (Vintage Books, £1_25) faln B
and Kevin Todd

In the lasi few years there has beenn flood of
books onto the market dealing with the
guestion of the environment and its deteriors-
thon. Most of these hive ended with some form
of ‘solution,” along the lines of curbing the
‘populition explosion,’ control of the use of
the planel’s resowrces or some other womderful
abstract motlon. This recent arrival on the
emvironmentsl bandwagon i no exceplion.

Falk's main proposal is an inmne set-ap based
upon (ke United Matwons as the “World Govern-
menl,” which will solve Lhe 'enwronmenial
problems” by appbcation of whai Falk calls “the
googral imperative,” which he delines as

* . the development of ecological politics,
wibixad gizenoe 15 8 political embodiment of mmn-:
ire-nature, on the idealogical underpinning for
an adeguate conception of world afder.” {p, 211

SCALE OF PRODUCTION

Cleatly we would agree with the main aim of
the ‘ecology movement” — that 15, the rational
control of the planet’s rasources — bul we
musi lake up very strongly Falk's T|:|1.;]I_g,'
madeqmaie ‘conception of world arder” from
wiich such controd could derive, The

thearaticians of the ‘weolopy movemant
simply do not andersiznd the econarmic
forces from which the problems of society
derive, Thus Falk states: * . the peiferns of
behaviour thst geacrate the crisis are created
by the scil= of produchion and fhe lile-siyles
of the most advanced industrial countries.
Lp 1oy, While we woubd agree thal the
polluting effect of |00 factories is grestes than
thal of one factory, this is only a quanliluive
difference which does nol approuch the root of
the problem.

The problem i nat the sale of produclion b
the form of produection, We live in a-caplialist
society, that & 0 society where each individual
cipelabial, i ofder [o survive, miosl ma xermike
hiz profit margins. Looked at in this way, we
G Very eastly show Lhat it is this which
defermines mass wastape, inadeguate pollution-
onnired, the bhnd plunder of s rewources,
etc,, etc., not purely the raele of production,

WHAT IS POLLUTION?

Pollution can be defised as the snfrod weticn of
some man-made product into the environment
which disturbs the natoral balanes that exisid
Lthere, The main source of poliution is industry
und the servicing of indusiry and not, as Tor
example 'The Friends of the Barth' seem to
thimk, the disposal of waste producis by
indiwiduals, Iz it then that cach factor y-owiner
i% wmaware ol the damage he s cusimg? Is il
poszible to convines ail capitalists of thetr evil

waya simply by informing them ot the faces?

The onswer i of courss, no. We must reject all
solutioma®which put the cause of the problems
in ihe psychology of this or that or all mpita-
lists, The answer lies o the very nalure - he

driving force — of capitalism itself, For example,

the century-long struggbe by workers b have
progesr safety-sguipment atalied in factories
is bw no means over, Infroduction of this
equprsnl had been condgislently rajected by
the owners of industry on the grounds of
expenditare (Le, reducdion in prafital
Clearly the strugale 1o enforce edegisate anti-
poliation devices will be just as hard,

INDIVIDUAL ACTS

Hevw then are we Lo overcoma these problains,
0 infimately bound up with the capitalist
system! Falk conceéaves aof the solulion in the
following way: "The first need is to nwaken the
consedotsness of wen and women everywhere
to the ciuses of their disiress.' (p.d ), "To grasp
4 new reality requires 8 combination of
axperience, undersianding and an organised
effort at positive response.’ (p.51 *The searct
of beginning 8 (o begin somewhers, with a

conerete snd personal act, perhaps located in
the ricul, in one’s datly roubine or in one's
nzighbourhood. The early acts should bé

cloge ab hand and gadsily the arcies of elfecl
shoull be expanded.” {p.l %)

O cowrse we oilst change congciousness, bul
how s this o be done? Falk argees that ot

will b achieved by individual acts against
whatever produces this environmental danger.
But it s an entivce way of orgaising the econo-
my that produces the environmental danper
amd individus] acts of any kind cannol overs
throw that, The only proven way iz by organi-
sing the working cless, which has no inecestin
clopgng its lungs, fouling up the ses aml
poisoning its own food, toact colfectively o
gt ol of the source of 1t problems through a
social revelution. The consciousness of these
workers will e mimed by the aclive inlerven-
non and leadershlp of a revolutionary party

in their day-to-day struggles, including
increasingly in the futwre those against the
oppression ciused by pallution,

WHO WILL CHANGE SOCIETY?

It is by relusing to dake up the question of whe
will chonge society — which clazs - that Lhis
theaeetician of the “scolagy movement”

armives at the absurd conclusion that the prob-
lems of society can be sobved thiough the
United Nations. The UM, howeser, is a bady
which was et up by worll cupitalism preasely
i order b0 omainbain the stutus guo and not to
strive for ao “adeguate conce ption of world
ardet,” If the USN cannol guarantes the demo-
aritticright of self-determination for all
opprersed nations (e Bangls Dosh, Yietoom
and Korei), Then how is it going to changs the
bagic laws by which the worid capitalist system
oopiera Les,

The only way & the complame reatructuring
and reforming of the whale of so@ely, alier
the barharilies and insane, unplinned danpers
of the capitalist method of ‘organizing’
prodlaction and disteibution of goods have
been swept wway, This will not be achieved
by ‘individual acrs, still less by acts of the
Uniled Mutions, but by revoluticonary aclion
by the majority of the working clasa. [ is the
revolutlomary marsists — not the Falks of this
world — whe nre the realists on queations of
guch presong whgency Lo the people ol Lhis
tnareagsingly murky, slinking planet.

Sexual
dialectics, ctd

Chiss Badhaur Turng hig orlgenal error mn1o @ comglda
devaticn Trom Marksm in his reply te 5. Coben's

mrrigie {Rad Weekty 8], Three pointe glare oim:

1: The supposed fact that the male workeng class = the
main market Tor girep cluls and gornography, 3 teite
thared with other classes, does by Do geans prave it s
8 Lpeaticglly Rieman” e, iupracass )| trait, Lenin
peinied out thet 1% working class sportaneoushy
gavitates to bourgernis ideclogy, Being uiterly @nmash-
#d i @ bourpgeos societe. |V apyihing, pop, TV, and
cnema have made this perasss influenss of bourg-
woi s il e G1FORGAY,

2. Whai = bowurgeoss maraliby kT is an owtgrawsah af
cierenod ity ewcharge, The ruling elass 198 the T,
nrerdaw wath Hobin Day) visve Lamblon's actans
right or wrong’ —as s part of free s ouaality, and
there hewe besn attempis 1o defend Lambran's right
to sexua| freedom in cir “permssive’ 999, ard can-
demnatsan al wwhal sorma bourgeois see o the

double gandsrd o Lambton®s demigrasors, They
ety “Tree sexualty” @5 the righs o Doy who yos
likw, just as “free speech’ s the right 1o Dy the nawees:
paper yad hke, Tha wargd thing about Ballour’s twea
arvicles s thal they End strengsh to an sxsy identi-
fimtion of different conjunctural pheramena, (2.9,
the aborticn law repsal demand ang tha parm bcar)
psall parr of Tha st porrisive movement. Thaugh
Ris splypdetan inbsnt s towards revalatiorasy s wal
freedom, the ohiecnive meiull &5 10 idantily 1ha per-
mesklve bourgaois morality of ‘the right 19 buy what
o like' with the revoluticnary commicaist rght ta
be whar you liks'

3, As walias beirg unrevolutionary and Gspraciags,
hes arclcies g ahiarorical. Wrat matarial Factors

aaakad the conditions far this “nacre] Faman inatiee’

at il lrape) classas Lo porn and prosd itebes? Wikt sre
the Tastors thai resuit in men buying wamen, rathis
than wamen Buying mnn ! Wiy has parmissivbness sy

Read Woekily 28 Juac 1573 Page B

@riged il fow to the working class, as he claims?
Ewven a casual pvamination shows tha maan lacior 10 be
A Bourgagis artdmpl to realise mors grofii an capital,
orsd bt kel wath ‘marabicy’

Stawa Cohen's itter 12 &rroneows on one point fere,
The mpitadist § oAt nove all preach Soresive sax pal
morality to the working class. Their ideology 15 ma
state of flux on the guestion, The lang-gere Bowr-
genis need For @ srsbds Tamily urnd, te give respectable
wale workers plus the =xtra of a reserve female labowr
farce, is in girect confradiction to Tha shart Tanm
purssit af profit amang same idivicus] cpitatisg

— pmacisely {hose who own the media and cheretiy
manipulate the ideology most strongh:, Thig, plus tha
ndeologicl impasse of the getit Bowsgeaigia i their
ourrent econamic problems, sy (oo highly uestakie
ardd contradictery siluatsn, not a manelithic reores
s morality; atthough | think the ruling class is
abaout to clese ranks an this gquestion,

Incidenially, Chris Balfour does make ane exeellont
o ot sbout the split i fantasy wartds, st the and of
his repty. But ewn This is moee camplox today, ra-

Plzcimg various Tanlasies pul out by different vested
cieress,

Joite ¥, Ry

CHRIS BALFOUR REPLIES:

Comrade Aoy misunderstands me. Other readers musd
judge whather the fault for this misunderstanding e
with him ar with mo,

| ngrnr Fuggeitad that & 19ets For pornogaphy eto. was
i Fpecilically humsn trait”. | o’ argue that sexuality
wais 3 basic part of ‘Deng human®, |nthis snee -
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mality st be sen, nol e soeiackss {atanding above
and regubting the activity of sooml chsesl, but as
wifracdass {paet of tha raw matarial dut of whish dass
i ary Torrmdel, e raflacted into the sctivity of these
oz,

Ag | mi "the Tanctioning of class secety deamarxds the
parpetual subordinetion of thess human trarts to the
nands of clas damanation’, 11 iy this which produces
tha lar mes of sexunlity specific to mpitalisd sockety:
tha spit batwoon mala and fomals seguality, The in-
sertiom of ralations of domiraticn and subjaction info
sexusl relations, the repression of saxual reads in the
intérdats of “sociel order’. Those phanomena which
Caomrada Boy thinks | ativiute to ‘Beman instinet’,
ard pracesly Thost which | @id e coused by the
subordination amd d istortion of those ingtincts by
eapitalHr sacialy,

Comrade Aoy suggests that | am "abistoracal’ i my
arnalyaie. Bul miyy griginel article was precisaly an
attempt to explain an histarimi probim: the chang-
ingarticude of the ruling class o thae wex ual axpkits
of ris mambes. For example, Lord Palmerston wha,
first as foreign seoretary and tham as Prims Minlsar,
damingted Britesh bourgesis politics until hes death
in 1868, lived openty with his mistrass for (hiriy yaars,
wivtil tha daath af har hudand mede i1 possible for
them o marry. Yel today sn incideant that wouslkd
hard by hava ranked a8 mntarasting gasedp in tha mid-
1%ih cantury, provaloes a govermmendal crisk. My
original srtich is 1ha only sttamert 10 sxplain this
histarieal pharmimenon so far.

Comirasd This with the approsch of Cormrads Cohen,
whio Bppaars to think that workeng cliss sexumlicy
Fasn’t changed for a hundrod yoars, Comeada Roy's
"historical' axplamation in tarme of pommodity #x-
chdnge i dvan worse; this plyoes bourgesis marabity in
both pre-mpitadist and post ca pitalist socketias [for
both exhitsit quite highly dievalopsd syitams of com-
maed ity fixcha regal and thua lumps Tagether mors than
2000 weaars of huron hiestary! Mo thank you, Camrad e
Ray, | profer to trasd my 8%, much mard mundans,
“ahiglarusl path,

Comrade Aoy's vulger Morzist interprotateon of ‘parm-
iR’ B ononesn. 18 cannol simaly be redeead fo
capitslist bwch chading, bes use that does nat aaplin
1ha wida aczaptabality arwl antrenchiment of these new
poatberng of sux ual attiludes (which go bevand mere
Mo nay rakEing veniures anyway ], Unbes, of cours,
Comiada Roy wishaes 1o suggest that the daminant
o within the oo pitalist class & Ao longe Tinde
capitdl, fiar indewtiial capital, but porn o pital.

Wi meed to study maich moid closaly Tha intar-
ralaticrshigs atwaan umsn sog webity, prevaibing
sppual attitudes, and the palitizal and sosiol nesds of
o pakta st clags rube, Cnly 1hes can Furnagh us weth an
histerical materialist understand ing bath of sexwaliey
and of tha dynamie of el domination, . But firse
wa manl grasp corrackly what the hetorical prob ks
sre,

[ Thiz carresporiie e i novy cliesen’ — g )
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BREZHNEYV,
— two thumbs in the dyke

This is the second time inside 18 monihs
that the Soviet huresueracy has come to
Mixoin's aid when he needed it maost,

By JOAN STOTT

Last year Brezhnes helped Nixon to ward ol
the effects of the mining of North Vietnamess
ports and the bombing of the cities by inviting
him (o Moscow, Last week Brezhnev's trip to
the US helped to take some of the presure out
of the Watergate hearings, which have created
an extremely severe political crisis for the
Mixon odministration

Indeed there was more than a touch of izony in
Nixon — 8 corrupt, second-rate bourgeois
politicien whose political curesr was buill on
the bass of 2 crude anti-communism and the
palitles of the witch-hunt - being comioried
publicly by the Firel Seoeldry af the Com-
rpunist Party of the Soviet Union

ROOTS OF THE SUMMIT

The Mixon-Brezhnev summil hae been preated
glmast toa man by the Amerian ruling class
and its press. The few Senatore such sz Henry
Jackson, who represent 2 small minority of the

ruling clads ( Jacksan himsell 58 well-known
spokesman Tos Lhe Seait le-hased bomber
manufaclurers) have found themaelves isolated
and subjected to rebukes by both Republicing
and Demacrals

The reason for this is not difficult to under-
gtand. Il es in the exlsts which has gripped the
pmperialist system and which bas bizen
expresed misl clearly an the crigis of the
capitalist economy. The 1362 recemsion tn

ihe United States, (he monetary crisis of 1974,
the enormous competition between Lhe dif-
ferent imperialist countries, has com pelled the
United States to redefmne i\ grientation Lo the
workers® states. JohaHerd! and George Hol
liday, ted beading specialists on Eastern
Europe and the USSHE, expreseed this quile
hluntly when reporting Lo @ special Senals
sub-commitiee

“The US domestic gconomic receRaon aof 1969-
70 and the recwring balsn ce-od -payments
deficits gave rise (o 8 farreaching review by
the Mixon sdministralion of foreign economic
policy. Expanded trade with Commurnisl
countrics was gondidersd 88 3 eank of
inereasing US ox portsand stimulating domestic
production and unemployment.’

[t s ihis extremely important [act of impers-

NIXO

lkai's economic life that has necessitated the
new orieatation to both Mogcow and Peking.
But the Brezhnev-Mixon meeting was not Just
4 matter of mutual trade agreenwents between
US Lmperialism and Soviet economy. The lalks
are part of a delente on o wide Tanging politicsl
frant, The hetoic resistance of the Indochinest
people has compelled Nixon to peek the
assistanee of Brezhney and Chow en Lad in
arder to contain the impact of the ¥istnimess
revelutien on liberation forces struggling o
other paris of the world. On these issues, the
Soviet and Chinese bureaworacies have proved
time and time again that they are only too
willing to sell their political birthiight.

DAaNGERS

Ihe revolutionory movement must therelore
he conscious of the renl meaning of *peaesial
co-mistence.” What it meana s that'ihe Soviel
Uniad and China will getively gid in prescrving
the status quo in dilferent parls of the werld.
In that sense the united nction by China, USSR
snd the USA to keep the Bandaranaike regime
in power in Ceylonin [T merely o laste of
things to come,

wixon can sign a5 many deals as he likes with
Brezhney and Chou en Lol The situntioon
maay parts of the world, however, i guch

that we will continue (o wilness mass up-
heasals, insurreclions, peneral strikes, ele, In
many instancss both imperialism and the
bireauersciés will find it difficult to contsin
these struggles, partioularly where those
leading them anslesstand the nature of the
bureaueracies and their robs.

Furthermore the detenre opens up contradic-
tions within the imperialst and burgaucratic
camps themaelves, The offect of the new
mripntation in South Kores, Taiwanand the
Philippénes (three client siates of I8
ienperialism) bas been dtastrophic, Similarly,
inside the USSK and Eastern Europe mors and
miaTe oppositonisis will stop inoking towards
Western bourgeois demoracy and will begin Lo
turn elsewhers For solutions,

ERP under

attack

Peropn has feturned to Aigennna, with sppes b lar
“Mygtions] Macomitrurtion’ 18 fake the heed ol @ mowe-
gt Ywae i itse® ppari. Since the Buosnos Aire o
art batile, the Peromis youth hawe baait blaming tha
Pargnil trade unsan lasdership and wice vers., All day
prior o e ihootings which put &n and to the 2-
millinn sbrong weiooms for Pearen, thars had boon
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Sreikivag warkers in Ssarliga, the Chikan @iz

'§ Chile: storm clouds gather

ars ware weaurded by pollce on demarstrations and
HuKRE lirves,

Fights arel skirmishes botwesn rival Poronist graups.
Thiy have united only in aftempis to blama “fiar o
allen ta tha Peronis mowemant', Whatevsr the
rasetionary Tares respomibio for the provnml i, 1
is beirg used 1o intansfy the campaign of ntimidation
arel roprésion launched by Peron agalns: the ERF
[Paapie’s A luionary Arimy, tod by tha Arngent inkan
saction ol the Fourth mtarnationd).

Tha Paronist lsadsrship sims 19 suppress the ERF,
divide the working cless from any patantial M st
tadership, and eomtain tha war within it own .
This the right-swipg CGT tratda union lssdars have
jaymel @n mppasl 1O Workosrs 00 e Tho correrl Wi
of oooupstions of tectarias and gower nment officas —
in which many Peronist groups have bedn active —

oy, Ll gro unds that thay may laa wsnd by ‘those ot
cide tha movamant’, The Peranit trate unien yauth
have besi made the speirhand of tha anindc on tha
EHP, and thraats have basn made to kil 10 Trotskyiss
For auery Peronist, Tha hives of khawn rolativas of
ERAP mambars have ates loon threatenad if kidnap-
pirgs, such ay tha one which recentty wan 3 7 millon
out of Ford's, do not colse.

Tha loft Paranist guerrillas, far their part, have owr-
whalmingly capitulated,io bourgeais Paronism: an B

Paputar Unity (s beginning te pay the grea of its
attampts 1o demokilis the Chilsan wanrking & in
the Facs al 1he counier-reniutionary offenswe. Since
ik March Congressianal sbastions, which arrargtherd
A laries hard spaingt che right-wing parlaranian
e jarity o Ghrstian [ernacrats and e katioral
Party, thess parties, togethan valsh the Td@scist araups,
hawe hean coenly 1hiratening Lo sabotogs and aeer
thrawe thR gowernment eoaltion. 'While the war knri
arel peasants have ben resdy 10 30t sgu inat the
countE-rewal U LIGNArSSs — responding i muksna
urnibeers 1o §tr ke and demonstrations calked by thi
trache winior fedararion, the CUT — Allerels and the
Commmenial Parey |eadecs have callad apen them 1o
‘pwge cisn rugtraint’ and “aok 10 provaka b enemy

The fruits of sich leadarihip have ripared inthi pre-
serit copper strike, At El Tenjantn, Chile’s riches
mmine, technigans ard workers haw baen on strika
smost o ol For fulfilmens of the 'sliding scate
of wages® agreement thiy had prewsusly won froem
the American owners. Unda the Allends sdmsnstra-
fiari wages Rave baen kept Delow the rate af ilation.
Eram the auiset the government kas reprasantsd the
strika AR a direct stERmpt at ssholage, streging the fass
al forsgn sxchange — smi # 50 millian oo dats —
al Hmposing B0 @MErgency TRgmE in the mining pra-
ginge al 0'H lggins, as & result of which aver 30 veark-

June the EAP [Paronist Armed Forees), FAR [Rewle-
tionary Armed Forces) and Monionstos gave o pres
ponferencs i which, though they dissociated tham-
silyes from anti-eommuniat ariacks on the ERP, thay
warned that thars was na plecs for B revalitmesny
group ‘outsida tha Peranii mavamant’, For thair
part, they said, i tha Campoars gosannmeknit d il nat
wark out wall, thay would give thelr support 19 Foron
himsai. It is th encoursge just such illusons that tha
‘aid T has part @n & show, in Medrid and on his
raturn to Argenting, of dromed reletions with the
maw Presalent. Peran still hes 0D rumg maineds 1o
play in the game of popular domiegogy — a pravidantial
pakaover, and Tha rotwurn of the bady of his popolar
first wite, Evita.

Capital, maamahile, s biding its tims. For tha fareign
manopelies it ik erunial thet PeEron moyves gquidcly 12
smash tha ombryos of on indapsndant working clas
jnadership. That iswhny they are qulie wnoo ur g by
iha current sciivities of the Poronist youth. The @il
vt Jourmel reparisd one busingssman s EyIRg:

“Wim may and up baing onlookars iA @ batile barwaan
thie ERP and tho young Parpnists, Bul it may ba tha
oy ey, e should put tham el aist on a football
Fiedel to kill Ehamselvos = thal no ome ales &1 gat bt

The Christian Demoorats ke been uding the strike 40
divide the wir king class. Tris was drameticalty mani-
Fustad when E000 mianrs ceme 1o tha capical
Saataga, it pursudt of thair gemands: Chrigtan Damie-
watg and right-weing praoénis joired their demonstes
siar erd fought @ running stresi Bortle oo 16 Juna
against borh palice snd Popuiss Unity supportans.
Wannwhile the Senate wes Impoaching the ministers of
Lasbasir and of Mining, and 1ha Nationad Party paper
Ei v o issaing Thraats af such wirudlonos s inet
Papulsr Lnirg that the gosmrmmend hés Do takan

the wnarecedanted step of bringing the S geains ot
for milneesion.

The Papuks Unity parmes las) week allovsnd the CUT
1o il a mesive demonsration 'to Sasen the fascists
2 thi gtroets’, Alende mads a big spaech apausling
tor "unity Bub not unity In a5n, ra genaral striky,
i arming.of the warkers, ‘Hbabilise’ the capitalisn
aconomy by produding more, ‘giprcise resrraine’ in
thia faee af pauntsr-reyalutionary weabifsathonk, It s
thiz kirkl of lusdership whidh has led to thie premsnt
sk ardd dagions in (e workars’ movernant,
Aliande prafais talay the Blame st the door of 1the
wor king class.

Developing
solidarity
against
Portugal

Crver 300 paople — bade ur icapiats, siudenis,
black militants, Porbugiese workess, membera
of vorious politicel orpaniations ete.  att o -
gl 4 ponFerence (ast weekend in Manchester on

"The Revolution Agrinst Foartugueses Colonial-
tsm’

The conference was organied jointly by Lhe
Commillee for Freedom in Morambigue,
Angola and Guloe (CFM AL and the Anti-
apartheid Movernent. The mio spedker was
sareeling dos Santos, vice-president of
FRELIMO (Front for the Liberation ol Bozam
biguel, who spoke on the deweopment ol the
strupgle in the lberafed zones, Ciher apeakers
deall with various otheraspects of the situation,
leading up bo 6-final discussion an Fulre
Perspectives for Solidarity Work'.

It wak agreed thal co-ordimation of activaly on
this ssue Nad rol been very effeetive in the
pagt, anil that aithivigh the UM AL would o
pinue b ceniralise wark far che mooent thers

would be regular phaniing meetings at a naftiom-
aburi local Tevel, to which repressntatives of
31l gronaps avtive an the lssue wonld be inviged
There wili nlso be & more repular oewslarter,
and @ separate caucus hes besn sel up (o deve
Jop apitatiom 1o the made union Field,

It was ernphasised that the madlerial aid which 3
salidarity movement cin provide is relatively
erall eppared with ity potential poiiod -
pact, nrud that efforis should he comcentrabed i
LFvis wrea.

The discission at 1his conference, particularly
Ut the workshops, was o usefel heguomning in
halping 1o estabiish more precisely the pealinizal
nasis for such o movement and the Gnle it could
play in developing support in this country lor
fhe liberation strugples in the Partuguase
colonies

Wz cefine das Saacod, wieepresiens of FRELIMO
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A grouping within the National Union
of Students known as the "Broad
Left" convened s matioml conference
in Leeds on 23 June. The “Broad
Left’ is composed of the Communist
Party and its supporters within the
stodent movement.

The letters of invitation o this con
forence were ‘sen| out, secording to
the conference organisers. to % broad
credd section of student activists, in
in pttempt fo provide a wide hase

JOURNALISTS
AND PRINTERS
STAND FIRM

Unpeecsdented unity between prin-
ters and journalists has marked ihe
current dispute =1 the Notimgham
firem of T. Bailey Foreman, which pruk-
fehes the Cuerdian Jourmal and the
Notringhem Evening Pos

The dispute sterted after management
tried to force SLADE members 1o
wiork @ pew optical plate printing
meihod a week belore national negot-
whons wiere due (o sizrl on the S
When the workersrelfused, 11 of (hem
were sacked, whereupon the other
Prini undons staped 3 token walk-om
demanding their reinstatement, Sub-
Sequentsy they were iold that they
would not be allowed back into the
works, while the journzlists were told
that onless they sgreed 1o prodece
topy for the new process they could
Ak comsider themselves ‘dismissed”,
Smce then the Guarrdirn Jow gl kas
not appesred. snd the Evesing Fog
has only contmued with 3cab labour
lo orgunise the sirike, the unions have
sl upa Joint Lisison Commiklee con-
uEig of the FOCs (shop stewards)
and glerks to the five unions invodved.
This bedy mects regulariy to Siscuss
peneral questions of tactics, pulrlicity
eic, reporting bock 1o mam meelings
held every day, morning and after-
noon, A smaller, administrative suh-
commitiee has alao been elected whick
5 i constant session and deals with
the detalled co-ordination belween
the chapels. A further innowation has
been the creation of 3 common sirike
fund. This meana that inconsistencies
and differences between the unions
aan be ironed out and democratically
decided upan -thus kesening the like-
lihood of divisions and splits.

The solidarity thus created his en-
sbled the workers {o stand firm in
face of management threats to close
down the Gusedigr fowrng! fos Eood
Donations, messages of support fo:
Feft Hyton {chairman, Linison Carme
mittes), cfo YMCA, Shakespeare St
Nottingham.

for future action,” with the sim of
“establishing an overall political pers-
pective for students on the Left and
for the crealion of 3 sound basis for
hefi-aumity.'

Despite this professed concern with
“Iefl unity," no members of the other
two midin left growps operating in the
student  feeld — the  [ntermational
soceliste amd  the - Intermaiional
Marxist Group — were sent invila-
Hons, and when small delegations
from each of these organications ar-
fived ot the conference they were
refused sdmission,  The  sitwsiion
reached the hadicrous height of Com
munist Party members refusing ad-
mission even (o studenl activiis
whom they fed invited, on the
grounds: thal these individuals wers
guilty of the crime of being ‘too
close to the 1MG

A I was, the conference atlracted
far Tewer than had boen anticipated,
makimg the exclusion of seclions of
the left an even moge desiructive

policy. It did, however, pive the
Communist Pariy the advantage .of
d clear majorily in the conferemce,
They were thus able to sidestep the
problems ereated by the axglusionary
malure of the pathering and awsid
any serious discusion of the policy
ta be followed in future meetings

The Communist Partv's confinued
Inflgence in the student field is large-
Ir & result of iheir holding key
positions in the NUS apparafis
However it is not possble to defend
these positions apainet the right with-
out a4 base amoig the new biver of
fludent militanis thrown up by the
struggle uver student grangs.

Fhus the Commuonist Party s now
Fager [0 organise support among this
layer, throogh the 'Brond Left® Af
the same time il muat ensure that its
new supporters ane kept away from
the evil seductions of the revolution
ary lefi, so the revolutionaries niust
be excluded from this Erouping al all
coste,

It 1 rormic that the Comowunisi Pariy,

B

CP Students Reject Unity

Whee s0 ardently oppose bans und
proscriplions throughout the lobous
mevement, should themselves resori
fo guch techokjues in the student
field. Within the trade unioss the
Commiunist Party. has traditionalby
dismissed the “ubtra-lefts’ ux tiny, and
relevant to the problem of Jeft
unity, although that s becoming
increasingly ddfficult policy to muin-
Laimi,

But within the studest field such 1
policy Iz already auicidal. The reve-
lationsey  Jeft is 0 major politicl
force, regulsrly gaining shoul one-
third of the wotes nt confersnces of
the MNational Union of Students.

‘Laft unity' withour the revalution
aries i indesd Momict withowt the
Prince, If the Coememunist Partys
dudenl members peralst in o tha
buresucratic and sectarian attituds
ull they cin do B to wreek the
poszibility of forging anv effective
fighting unity between the forees af
the left within the student movement.
Pisrs Corbyn

BIRMINGH
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Laiving the court
Gerry Koy,

Srdeme rd lafr po righy,
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5ix hundred peoMe demonsiTated
outside the courl when the five
building workers and thres ATV cam-
tramen  accusad of COmspiracy o
irespass after the occupstion of a
dump® labour agency in February
appeared before Birmingham agis-
trates on Mondaw,

There was an unsxpected tuen in the
case. when the sccused were merely
remanded to appear on 23 July
instead of being committed For Lrizl
in the Crown Court as anticipated.
Apparently the prosecution gre un-
willing to' proceed further with the

a5t until they know ihe resull of an
appeal currently before the House of
Lords awer rhe ocodpation of the
Sierra Leone High Commision last
¥oedr, when ‘conspiracy to ITeapps”
churges were also used.

This further remand also halds ad-
vantages for the ruling class in that
23 Tuly is right in the middle of the
‘industrial fortnight’, when all the
major factories in the area are closed
for the holidays, [t is hoped (o
mount & substantial pickel of build:
ing warkers then, hut obviouzly the
turm-cul will nod tompare with Mon-

day's, when delegutions inchisfed Bir-
mingham, Coventry and Stoke Trades
Councils, LUCATT Midland Region,
Post Offtce Engineering Union, Rover
Shop Brewards Commitiee, Chrysler
(Bytonk oz well ac the International
Marzist Group, I8, ete, Amaong the
spenkers after the hearing was Pate
Carter, chairman of the Birmingham
building workers shop stewasds® com -
mittee, who streased the need not
Just to mobilise in dupport of these
workers but o fink fhe rase toothers
of o similar mature taking place, in
particuler that of the Shrewsbury 74

International
Marxist
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Bevera| hurdred black parents ond. chid
dren demonstrated outside & Leeds schoo
o Marnday in probtest agsinst the adumtion
rovidod thire, Mere than 0% of the
shildren boycotted clisses for the daly
and picketed oureids the g e,

Ear| Cowper Middle Schaol is hsisnd - in &
larga, ofd building in Chapeltoin, Leeds.
0% af its pupils are black, Chidres fram
8-13 vears pre being tsught in g buliding
where Facilities are uncha nmd sinea i
wat @ primery echool lask yese, There ore
no metal wark of woodwork oo, e
props dumesth: scienes ar  nendlewark
facilities, and ao ' scisnce -Mboratoring,
Schoat ehildren sasmgdained of being ealid
‘black monkeys' and aifier racet tarrns by
somb of tha teachers, and of the Tigh
teEcher Tur mover in mneral,

The wampaign is a furifer g in ihe sak-
crganEtion of cthe Bhck ehmemuniny i
Crapetiown, failewing on e Laking aver
of o Pocal cormeiunity canirs a fow moanichi
ago. The next step i@ a meeting itk
wliciam of the Leeds Edumiin Author by, =
But nen too rwch hapa shauld be ploed
with the Lsbour-run ssuncii — ane Labour
cikunciflae - comeranmed chat, Cthe unders
privilaged tend 4o think char they ars
baing diseriminated aginst: but it s
probably not ag bad ad it senime.' More
wiluable alfies are likely to Be the L
Aani & Fie Tescher group, who are
ara rding Active sugpert Fram Leeds MLIT
and AN mQury into sanditions Bt the
seail

Tho irisl of onother man cherged afgar
the police raids in Cossntry on 13 April
vis postponed on Monday aftor 1he court
weas told that one af the main prosecuticn
witnimses, 8 Datactive Chial Inspectar, kad
gane on a cemping holiday and gowld not
be traced, The case, whers Timalhy Canty
is charged with tha illegal possession of
100 rounds of 027 ammunition, wes
therdfore conveniently postporsd so as
to cobncils with the Covertey industrial
holday, and &l transdered avsay from
Werasick 1o Wior cestar Crown Cogrt,

Mearwhile one ol the Coventry 7,
Patrich Burke, has been granted bail agin
after an application to s g in Charmbars,
Burhe, the st to bo arrested, had pro
viowsly been out en ball until the com
Flthil proceodings. Five of the atfers Fod
their bail  applicatiens refused and @
sevanith is still 1o ba hinsrd.

Coveniry  Prisoners  Defence Comimidttas
can be comtacted at: 37 Povmes Lane,
Hillfasdds, Coventry. (202 SReG1].

Poople's Demowracy issder Michaal Farrefl,
swntencad to. esghl  manths in |l Aok
‘chimsng a braach of the peace’ dur ing &
rarch through Belfas kst Fabrury, had
his appsnl turee down ap Tueilay, The
term of - eight monthe is ro aepident —
wnything fonger woald hawe ol lvaied. Frr-
retl 10 chtim poditial prisoner stargs,
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