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LEET STREET is trymg to kill Victory for Socialism and sow confusion among rank- and-file members
I1 of the Labour Party. It wants to shore up Gaitskell, preserve the status quo in the Labour Party, and

‘That is why it is exaggeratmg the extent of the Victory for Socialism leaders’ concessions to the nght
wmg It 1s all part of  the pressure, and Labour Party members should not be deceived.
_party who welcomed the sign that some at least of their MPs want to get back to fundamental socialist prin-
ciples and a socialist campaigning spirit, especially on such a llfe or-death issue as the H-bomb, want to know

Left-wing critics of Victory for Socialism pointed out rlght at the outset that the success of such a venture
depended, in the last analysis, on whether it engaged in serious activity in the factories and trade union

- How correct this was is shown in The Times of March 6, which ‘quotes trade umon MPs as saymg ‘they
could crush the gmger group tomorrow or whenever they wish’.
Transport House on ground that is favourable to Transport House. The reconstltutlon of Victory for Socialism
obwously meant a ﬁght and the proper preparations must be made. (Continued overleaf)
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HANDS OFF VICTORY FOR SOCIALISM!
persuade Mikardo, Messer and Swmgler to takethe bite out of the ginger group’s ginger.
~ Nevertheless, there appear to have been some Cconcessions. "And the many rank-and-ﬁle members of the :
whether the VFS executive means business.
branches as well as the constituency Labour Parties.
Now Marxists are not in favour of adventures in the Labour Party. We are agamst picking a fight w1th |
To AII Orgamzatlons of the I.abour Movement ——

DEAR COMRADES

We feel sure you will with us that the Daily
Herald, in its call for the unilateral suspension of H-
bomb tests and mamlfacmre by Britain, spoke for
British Labour, for all that is healthy, sane and clear-

sichted in our counfry.

The Herald; the Aldermaston marchen' Victory for
Socmhsm' the. H-Bomb Campaign C(mumttee, the Cam-
paign for Nuclear Disarmament; the London University
teachers; the Oxford students who produced the special
H-bomb issue of Isis; the trade union branches which
have called for the ‘blacking’ of rocket bases: each In
its own way expresses the growing determination of
millions of our people that the manufacture and testing
of nuclear weapons must end, that rocket bases must
not be built on British soil.

But are slogans, demonstratmm, a . great upsurge of
public feeling, enough to give us what we all demre—-
salvation from national suicide?

We do not think so. We feel that the working class
must be brought into the centre of the campaign, with
its own forms of activity and struggle, to put teeth
into this popular movement.

In each locality, and at every level, from the most
homble trade union branch and ward Labour Party to
the highest commitiees, the need is for the speediesi
and ulimost mobilization of working-class forces to end
the twin menaces of the H-bomb and the rocket bases.

" Never have the dangers been so grave. Never have
the issues been so simple and straightforward. ‘Never
has the response to Labour’s voice been so instant-
aneous, so touching and so inspiring as on this question.

Our people are tlm'sty for leader'shm We have only
to cali them and they will sweep into activity.

Street-corner meeﬁmgs, poster perades, deputations,
lobbying of MPs and Councillors, demonstrations of all

kinds will help bring our mesmge before the people and

complete the task of awakening the public conscience.

- And to crown our campaign, industrial action, on

however limited a scale, will show the Tory Govern-

ment that the British workers mean business, that they
will not let Britain be turned into a target.

The Aberdeen plumbers and the Liverpool Trades
and Labour Council have set a splendid example by
their call for the ‘blacking’ of rocket sites. The whole
Labour movement must take up this call and resolutely
put it into effect.

We neced now to co-ordimate the efforts of every
section of the anti-H-bomb movement, so that all the
stireams of protest and siruggle shall be blended into
one formvidable nationali campaign mustering behind
it the active and enthusiastic support of mil¥ions.

*
The Editorial Board of The Newsletter therefore puts

~ forward this proposaf to all erganizations of the Labour

movement, and. to all other organizations engaged in
the common struggle against the H-bomb: that the week

preceding May Day 1958, from April 28 to May 4 mclu-

‘sive, be set aside as o ‘National Anti-H-Bomb Week.

In this week all the most varied forms of protest can
be emploved to express the will of the British people.

In this week of mass actions and mass struggle the

.whole power of the organized working class can be

brought to bear against the bomb and those who bran-
dish ift.

The Newsletter asks all orgamzatwns to eonslder thle
proposal, and will be ready to publish reports of deci-

sions, resolutions, pians for activity and all other news
of the movement, and fo help the eampalgn in any

other way poselble
. | THE EDITORS

.......
a
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VICI‘ ORY FOR SOCIALISM (let. fmm tront page)

- This will involve attention to the factories and trade
unions as key sectors in the development of a vmle |

- Labour Left.
~ The first step is the productlon of a pohcy statement
manifesto or discussion material (the name does not

matter) explaining how trade unionists can meet the -

- Tory offensive, encouraging the building of rank-and-
~ file movements, showing how such movements can re-

invigorate the local Labour Parties.

Factory militants should be brought into all dlSCUS- |

sion groups so that all documents issued on national-
ization, for instance, can reflect the needs, problem; E

and sentiments of the man at the bench.
The miners, who are clearly facing a struggle w1th

the Tory Government, should be: consulted as to how

workers’ control could be put into operation in their
industry and the regime of ‘absentee comm:ttees and

- office desk leadership swept away.

~ Active partlclpatlon by mdustnal ‘workers in the

VFS dlscussmns natlonally and locally, would bring
these discussions down to earth, enrich the political
life of the Labour Party, and make the published
“material-a eoncrete and wtal contrlbutlon to socmhst
- propaganda.
The argu.ment that the Labour Party cannot partl-
cipate in industrial struggles has been killed by the
Tory - Government itself, which for its own political
ends aids and abets the employers in their offensive
against jobs,  wages and workshop organization. -
Victory for Socialism must refuse to knuckle under_
‘to Right-wing trade union leaders who say the Labour
~ Party should not intervene in industry—for these
leaders, by their ag:tatlon against Victory for Socialism,
are themselves intervening in Labour Party politics.

.27 “Victory for ‘Socialism must not bow to the pressure

-of those who fear a positive socialist policy. It must go
forward with 1ts plans—and, above all, draw industrial
militants into the constructive work of its local d1scus-

- sion groups.

- And News of the Antl H- Bomb Campaign Pours in .

' .-FINCHLEY LABOUR FIGHTS H-BOMB AND HQ

FincHLEY Constituency Labour Party .is trying to get
a conference of London Labour called to reconsxder the
Party’s policy on the H-bomb.

Of the 74 1London constltueney partlee 18 have expressed

~their support for this proposal, but that is not sufficient for

WANTS ‘NATIONAL UPRISING’AGAINST BOMB
‘A  NATIONAL uprising against the nuclear threat’ was

~ demanded by the Right Rev. Sir George F. Macleod,
- the Moderator of the Church of Scotland, when he

the London Labour Party headquarters to be obliged under *

standing orders to call a conference. For that one-fifth of all
aﬂ'lhated organizations have to express support.. | |
- Now comes the awkward bit. It seems that no list of affilia-

—_—— e ———
—— — == e __m —_————— . — —_—

"téd organizations is published. (Headquarters use an addresso="

| graph plate-index for their own circulars).

When Finchley asked if, provided they supplied the en-

velopes and the stamps, headquarters would send out a letter
“from them to all affiliated bodies, they were told that there
was no. precedent for such action. |

It thus appears that no regular means exist whereby a con-

'stitueney Labour Party can in fact take advantage of its

~constitutional right to canvass support for a policy conference!

Finchley, undaunted, is understood to be trying to find out
the addresses of and wrlte to as many-as possible of the aﬂiha-
ted bodies—these are said to number about a hundred.

No doubt members of these organizations who sympathzze

W1th the objects of the proposed conference will ensure that
support for Finchley in this matter is communicated as soon

as possible.

_—_———

addressed a protest meeting of over 700 organized by
‘the - Edinburgh Council for the Abohtlon of Nuclear

- Weapons.

The failure of The Tlmes to report the London protest
meeting brought forth an attack from the Moderator, as did
the statement by Duncan Sandys that the West must use
nueleaff‘iveapoﬁs against conventional weapons, and the ufter-
-ance 1n Glasgow by R. A. Butler when he put the alternative
of destruction or slavery before the people of Scotland.

- A spokesman of the Liberal Party, Mr Richard McPake,
called for unilateral action by the British Government in
‘stopping the manufacture and testing of nuclear weapons.

In this he was supported by Dr MeIntyre (Scottish National-
ist Party) who also expressed little hope in summit talks, which
usualiy resulted in the ‘selling of one people for another

These speakers were well received, but heckling interrupted
the speech of the Labour Party representative John Mackin-
tosh, prospective Parliamentary candidate for Pentlands who
attacked unilateral disarmament. |

A resolution urging the Government to take the initiative

in nuclear disarmament was passed w1th only three votes
against. o

CAPTAINS COURAG EOUS

-

‘After the war a fleet of half-a-dozen exeeedmgly

fast Mercedes-Benz torpedo-type boats were built, and,

manned by sailors from Hitler’'s navy, were sent out

‘under English eaptams to provoke and listen to the

Russians.

- “They would head stral ht for the Russmn Fleet at
exercise and circle round a battlesh1p taking photo-

graphs. |
‘“When the had succeeded in concentratmg all the
_ﬁu(rils of the ﬂeet and recorded enough messages they
e

" “When in Swedish waters, contrary
conventions, they flew the ‘Swedish flag.

"‘One British captain, who was suitably equipped with

to all mtematlonal

70

a wooden leg. which lent a certain glamour to his
Quixotic behawour so far exceeded the normal prac-

tice, which was merely to enter Russian territorial -

waters to

go into Leningrad harbour, and on an-

other occasmn to land a small party in Russia.

‘It is incredible that this should have been allowed,
but the irresponsibility bred and sheltered by the
Oﬂlmal Secrets Act is uneontrollable

‘In 1956 the new German navy took over the full

control of these boats and are doubtless happily con-
tinuing our own policy.’ |

(From th_e s_pec1al H-bomb issue of Isis, the
Oxford University students’ magazine, Febru-
ary 26, 1958.)
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TWO NEW PAMPHLETS ON THE H-BOMB
Two new pamphlets on the H-bomb will help the
growing movement for umlateral renuncxatton of ‘the

bomb by Britain.
Frank Allaun, MP, has written a pamphlet called ‘Stc)p the

H-Bomb Race Before It’s Too Late. Let Britain Give the
Lead’ (Union of Democratic Control, 6d.) to which Earl Rus-
sell contributes a prefatory message.

‘There is one power, and only one power,” writes Allaun,

‘which can compel the governments of the world to divert
from their present path to disaster; that is the will of the
people.

‘Everyone can do something in the struggle, firstly as an
individual, secondly as a member of an organization.”
The article by Peter Fryer in last week’s issue of The News-

letter has been reprinted as a threepenny pamphlet, ‘Black
the H-Bomb and the Rocket Bases!’” Copies are available from
The Newsletter 180 Clapham ngh Street, London SW 4,

'THE BRASS HATS AND THEIR RAT POISON

FIELD commanders in Britain will be able to use H-
bombs two and a half times the size of the bomb
dropped on Hiroshima, without contact with their
superiors—in fact at their own discretion.

This was revealed by Konni Zilliacus, -MP, last -Saturday -

at a day-schoot orgamzed by the Hydrogen Bomb Campaign
Committee, which is closely allied to Victory for Socialism.

Zilliacus said to call the defence White Paper ‘Britain’s con-
tribution to peace and seeurtty was hke peddling rat poison
as chocolate.

A member of the National Umon of Railwaymen said:
“The Labour Government made a mistake when it agreed to
have American bases here. Give us the lead and we will take
it. Finish with the rocket bases and give us work-—not war!’

Several others said trade unions should ‘black’ work on
rocket bases. The Daily Herald was praised for its change of
pollcy on the H- bomb | |

SALFORD LABOUR SAYS ‘NO’ TO BASES

Salford City Labour Party has added its voice to the growing
tumult against the building of rocket bases in this country.

It demanded that the Labour Party national executive join
with the Trades Union Congress to -inform the Government
that they will not take any part in the construction or main-
tenance of rocket sites here. |

The party also instructed the Labour council group that

under no circumstances must police dogs be used in an in-
dustrial dispute or public demonstration.

[RENTS |

UNIONS BACK INDUSTRIAL ACTION MOVE

WHAT will Labour do when the Rent Act evictions take
place? This was the main question before the 44th
annual conference of the London Labour Party last
weekend. -

After a leng debate a resolution eallmg for the setting up_

of local campaign committees, consisting of representattves
from the constituency Labour Parties, trade unions and Co-
operative Parties, to co-operate with’ Labour gmups to prevent
evictions, was carried. |

An amendment calling for discussion: w1th ‘officials of the
area and district committees of trade unions affiliated to the
London Labour Party [on] the pOSSlblllty of using industrial
action to defeat evictions if the eampatgn fatls to brmg about
the repeal of the Act’ was defeated. D | |

"But there was a large amount of sympathy for this amend-
ment from trade union delegates. Among delegations voting

-~ defectors did not take long

TIME AND TIDE’S TESTIMONIAL

THE nght-mn weekly Time and Tide thinks that
in recent months The Newsletter ‘has been.respon-

sible for considerably more militancy and agitation
than has the Communist Party’.

This is one conclusion of an article by John Baker
White on what he calls ‘The New Left’. According to
Mr White (a former British military intelligence agent)
the ‘new political life’ of those who have recently lefi
the Communist Party ‘makes a fascinating study’.

‘Although they disagreed with the “Party Line” and
Soviet aggression in Hungary, the vast majority of them

- remain convinced Marxists and staunch believers in

industrial agitation.

‘Being highly trained in forméng cells and groups the
to embark upon this prac-

tice when they left the party. Indeed some had started
even before they turned In their cards.

M

‘From these groups and forums of discussion some-

‘thing like the “New Left” in France is emerging.’

After mentioning The New Reasoner Mr White goes
on:
‘The weekly Newsletter, run by Peter Fryer, former

- Datly Worker correspondent in Budapest, is the focal

point of another and perhaps more formidable group
of ex-communists.

‘Many of them, like Brian Behan, who spoke his

mind very plainly at the last party congress, are work-
ing in industry, and the purpose of The Newslefter is

" both to criticize the Communist Party and to advocate

militant industrial action, especially by building

- workers, railwaymen, dockers and London busmen.

y

‘“To go all out to win every small struggle”, “the

‘need to. prepare. for major battles” and “‘the develop-
.ment.of a conscious, alert and combative rank-and-file
. movement, able to give back blow for blew, able to

strike shrewdly at the employers, where it hurts, the
moment they attack” are the current directives put out

- by Mr Fryer, determined to outde the Commumst Party
in industrial militancy. |

‘It may be asked what the “New Left’” has achaeved

. in the first year of its existence. It is cerfainly true that
-~ in the industrial field in recent months the section of
- it Ied by the Peter Fryer group has been responsible

for considerably more milifancy and agitation than has

the Communist Party.

‘It took an active part in the Covent Garden and allied
docks strikes, in a stoppage of work on the Cromwell

" Road extension, in agitation among ‘blue union’ steve-

dores on Merseyside and in the Port of London.

v

‘It is busy on agltatltm among London Transort staff

.~ over their present wages claim,, actmg mainly thmugh

- former Communist Party members.

‘Tt is almost certain that it inspired the Sy are pre-

- pared to withdraw our labour in support of any wage

claims” resclution passed recently by the Manchester

~ district of the National Union of Rallwaymen « » » The

Peter Fryer group is alser seeking contacts in the Labour
Party.
‘In shm't there is no reason fo think that those whe

;f i,have feft the Communist Party, and are leaving it now,
- . have.ceased to be Marxist revolutionaries or w:ll’ aban-

dcm their attempts to dlsrupt the economy.’ |
FOOTNOT E: Most regret'tably, Time and Tlde is to

cease publication on March 22,

in.. favour. of  it. were the Transport-and - General - Workers’-- ~§ "S-~ - -

Umon and the Amalgamated Engineering Union.
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LONDON PORTWORKERS BAN OVERTIME
B By Our Industrlal Corresimndent |

A MEETING attended by more than 1500 London :

dockers and stevedores last Monday decided, with only

seven .votes against, to ban all overtime because of the

employers’ discrimination against casual labeur 1n
favour of permanent men.

This dispute has been boiling up for some time (See The
"Newsletter February 15) and has led to the setting up of a
rank-and- ﬁle liaison committee representmg West India, Mﬂl-
wall, East India and the Royal group of docks. |

The Natronal Amalgamated Stevedores and Dockers (the
“‘blue umen) is sympathetic to the struggle and can be relied
on to give full support.

The newly-formed liaison committee is in touch with the
men in the provincial ports, and solidarity actlon 18 being
discussed. L

Leeds Clothmg Workers Pay Frght by Norman Hardmg ExEnEEEng

—

= \ NE of the mam 1ndustr1es n Leeds is the whole-
. sale manufacture of men’s and women’s clothing.
= We have here in Leeds firms like Montague
u
|

'Burton Price, Alexandra, Jackson and Barran (Barran

- makes many- garments- for the well-known Austin Reed).
There must be thousands of workers employed 1n the
clothing trade. We have over 30,000 in t_he Leeds
district of the Natrenal Umen of Tailors and Garment

-~ Workers. -
" Before the war the clothing workers Wwere hlgh up

on the wage scale. It was recognized as a reasonably
... well paid trade. The workers in the trade cannot now

make thIS clalm

AMONG THE WORS'I‘ PAID. To-da the clothm

worker is one of the worst paid in Brltam Of course'

there i1s the exception where one can say: ‘Ah, but I
know a clothing worker who draws £12 a “week.?

But this is due to bonus payments and overtime
working. I think what we should be looking at is our
basic wage; the wage we take home for a straight
44-hour week.

~ In September 1956 we reeewed a Iong awaited wage

.. increase. Our next increase became operative on Feb-

- ruary 1, 1958, a period of seventeen rnenths wrthout
an increase.

And what do we get‘? The employers consent to

- give-us 2d. an hour—7s. 4d. a week with a clause

of two and a half years could elapse with only this
one rise in pay. -

LESS FOR WOMEN Unless there is a substa.ntlal

increase in the cost of living; then we can submit a

- ‘'wage clalm after nine menths of the twelve-menth
- period.

And once again the union has accep ted less for
~women than men: 2d. an hour for men, 1 1d. an hour
for women. Time after time we agree. to’ ask for the

- same increase for men and women and ﬁmsh up with
~ this 2d. and 11d. set up.

At a mass meeting to

members to accept the wage offer, our union officials
- had ‘the 1mpudenee to eall thls 7s. 4d a week merease
~ a victory.

"You don’t have to be an expert on ecoroimics to

’ realize that our 7s. 4d.-has' already been swallowed up
.an the . seventeen. months since the. nse in, September

1956 and the rise in February 1958 o .
In aeceptmg thls as -a- ]ust rlse eur trade umon

leaders seem to have fer otten this. The omt ef the

BOSSES TRY TO SMASH SHOP ORGANIZATION

me W Cauldwell Chairman of the Shop Stewards’
| “Council at- E Moorhmlse (Ape:x) Ltd, Bury

THE bedding: department of. the firm of E. Moorhouse

furniture: -makers, -stopped - work last. Monday ‘We
- workers at this firm had a lesson in the past-few weeks

on the way employers tryto use. a slackenmg of trade
to" break- up shop orgamzatlon AR e
Since 1945 our 200 men and women werkers have been one

hundred per cent. orgamzed in the Natwhal Umon of Furm-

ture Trade Operatwes
Recently the management - declared seven ~machinists
redundant. A machine worked by two of the ‘redundant’
workers was transferred to other workers already operatmg
one machine. | |
After a complaint by our d1strlct ergamzer a further elght"

Imattress workers were ‘declared  redundant last . week.: They:

included the treasurer of our union branch and two members

of the shop committee, one of whom is the branch secretary.
The management has refused to negetlate in line with the

National Labour Agreement which exists in our trade, and
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_immediate rise in the eost of living has also" been
overlooked. | |

Many workers lost their rise immediately to the

- landlords. Those who lived in houses affected by the

Rent Act had their rents put up, and in some cases

by more than the 7s. 4d. that we have been ‘awarded’.

‘The other items to go up in price are milk, coal,

national insurance, gas, electricity, fares and the threat'

that rates will go up along with an increase in the
rents of corporation houses.

| What wage does the clothing werker receive to. house . B
feed, clethe ‘and enjoy himself, and in the ‘case of a

married man build a home and bring up a family?

Just before this last wage increase, I remember one
week when a married man with one child took home

in his pay packet £8 17s. A single man took home £8.
This included 25s. bonus. | | N

LEADERS DON'T FIGHT. 1t is easy to see that if

work drops to the extent that there is no bonus, the
basic wage will be very low indeed. With the latest rise
our minimum- (i.e.,, union rate) is 3s. 8d. an hour, £8
I1s. 4d. a week, and the flat rate for the ShOp is 3s. 11d.
an hour, £8 12s. 4d. a week.

Why do not our union leaders fight harder for better
conditions and higher wages? Why do they accept 2d.
and 13d. when they were asked to go in for 6d.?

I am sure if it was left to the rank and file of the

union we should have a different story to tell. The voice
of the rank-and-file member is not heard.
It 1s not sufficient to expect a mass turn-out at ordin-
ry branch meetings every month, meetings which are
usually dull and uninteresting. I agree members should

Eurn out and go to these meetmge but the thmg 18 they
on’t. _

- VOICE OF WORKERS What 18 needed 18 more lrnk-. -
up between the factories on the basis of a shop stewards’ -
comrmittee, comprlsmg stewards: from - alI the factories

in the area. -
Meetings of this nature weuld be more ready to be

the voice of the workers in the facterres because of the
direct link.

If the union leadership could Ieek over their shoulders

and .see a rank-and-file organization of this kind, and
hear. what they have -to say, :then maybe they weuld-
" not be too ready in aeceptmg compromises. llke 2d. and .
14d., but put up a stronger fight against the employers

attaek on our standard ef hvmg
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which provides for ‘the sharing of work and for: negotiation

on wrongful dismjssals. .. . - - . . . .
It has refused the demand of the unien organizer. that the
dispute be taken to a local disputes panel. =~ -

The managing director said recently that the firm was going

to declare redundancy, was going. to have all' jobs retimed,
and where a-job was in dispute’ was going to transfer it—
all with or without union agreement. - .

- . .

Non-union labour has not-been: empl yedm thﬂ | paSLNow

one of the directors has informed workers that they can work

whether they are inz_,the; union or fnot.__
A mass meeting of workers in the

decided to cease work until the managément agreed to ‘enter -
into negotiations with the union in accordance with agree-
ments. S SRR o F

BISHOP SPEAKS OUT _ ,
N their eagerness to join with capitalist politicians in the
prosecution of the ‘Cold War’, some of the Labour leaders
forget all about the positive achievements of the Soviet Union

in the economic field.

The development of the Soviet Union from a backward .

" peasant economy to the position of the second greatest in-
dustrial power in the world, in the short space of forty
years, is the strongest argument we can use in favour of the
collective ownership of the whole of the national economy

- and of cenfral planning of that economy. | o

The Observer, last Sunday, provided striking bonﬁrmﬁtidn "

of this. | |

- On one page was the remarkable sermon given by Bishop
Fulton J. Sheen of New York to an assembly of national
leaders in the- Statler Hotel, Washington. The Bishop drew
a graphic picture of the capitalist world: |

‘Never before in the history of the world was there so

much wealth, never before in the history of the world was
there so much poverty . .. One third of the people of the

world go to bed hungry every night. One half of the popu-

lation of the earth lives 1n Asia, and yet they receive only

11 per cent. of the total income of the world.’

Isn’t this an answer to the Stracheys of this world who try
to prove that Marx was wrong when he wrote about the rich
growing richer and the poor poorer?

RUSSIA’S FORWARD SPURT

And in contrast, in the same issue of The Observer, Edward
Crankshaw compared the slump conditions in the capitalist
world today with the terrific economic upsurge in the Soviet
Union. - | .

In America unemployment has reached 4,494,000 and in
Britain it is growing; capitalist governments impose restric-
tions on capital expenditure in a vain attempt to stabilize
the economy. - |

‘But in the Soviet Union the watchword is expansion. New
bridges, new canals, new stretches of railway, new irrigation
works, new power stations, new machines of every kind—that
1s the picture of Soviet economy today. |

The record forward- spurt-of .the Soviet:economy has been |

achieved despite the restrictive hand of officialdom. =

As the Russian working class wins for itself greater freedom

of action and control over its State and economy, there will
be no 11m1t to what it can achieve. | B |

SARAH’S THREE POINTS

T the annual general meeting of Heston and Isleworth
Constituency Labour Party, Miss Sarah Barker, the party’s
assistant national agent, listed three requiréments as essential

for victory in the next General Election: -

Ll
L

1) Leadership of the highest quality for practical purposes,
imagination -;3ﬂ§__,_‘vi§i_9n_ that would embrace

-, inspired - by

- . - .

‘the néeds of tomorrow:

bedding départment

o

e D - T —. . - - B iy o = rm s = o=,

2) Unity of purpose—a democratic party could not avoid

clashes of opinion, but it was a sign of maturity in a party
as well as in the individual to know how to agree to dis-
agTee; | | | | |

3) Effective organization.- This was the Key to power, although
it was not sufficient in itself, as witness the ineffectiveness
of the Tory machine at the moment. The machine had to

-~ be-manned by willing workers.- -~~~ |

- Few 'would disagree with these conclusions, but it would be

a good thing if Miss Barker drew the-attention of the national

leadership to point two. | o

A section of that leadership appears to be very frightened
‘of anything like a genuine clash of opinionr and is only

- 1oo ready to squash any manifestation of Left-wing opinion.

The willing workers-to man the machine will be found with-

‘in the Labour Party, but only if the party develops a policy

which can break through the current mood of apathy and
frustration. ©~ =~ IR | a

AINT WE GOT FUN? | -
GT HE most notable difference between the Prime Minister
) ?.nd the Leader of the Opposition was that the Prime
Minister had returned from his Commonwealth tour convinced
that the well-known Russian letter-writer pronounced his
name Bulgehnin. @ = -
Mr Gaitskell plumped for the more conservative -Bulgﬁrhin.
.;-:Ycau- say Bulgehnin and [ say Bulgarmin,
- Ain’t we got fun?” o
I_p the atmosphere of Wednesday’s debate it seemed almost
as if that was the only obstacle to a National Government.’

- —(Punch, February 26, 1958)

UNION JOHNNIE L
4 EAI_{ the front, almost hidden by an immense Union Jack
carried by the man behind him, marched Mr John Gollan,

secretary of the British Communist Party” = =
| o | ~ (Sunday Tim'es,.March"z__r 1958)
GEORGE CUNVIN

'NIGERIA

E. NIGERIA’S WOMEN FIGHT FOR LITERACY
: By Kiomkengha -
IMPRISONMENT, banishment, deportation, tear-gas, fines
and shooting have not stopped the people of Nigeria
from demanding their rights. | _ |
Since February 2, with the help of an imperialist police
force, Dr Azikiwe (described by the Daily Worker as the

‘spearhead of the national movement’) has been using these

methods against Nigerian men and women protesting against
the reintroduction of school fees. | |

On February 13 two men were killed when the police fired
on demonstrtors at Okaki. Women demonstrators were arrested

and heavily fined. Other demonstrators later stormed the

prison-and-the police barracks. -

—Seeing how determined ‘the women - ﬁ}eré | é'nd how" strohg

was their solidarity, Mr B. C. Okwu, Eastern Nigeria’s Minis-
ter of Infqrmation and acting Minister of Education, gave
them a writlen assurance that the matter would be debated
in the House of Assembly. S B

_These written assurances have not stopped the reintroduction
of school fees, and for that reason the demonstrations and
protests are being kept up. S

; Shootmg;Niger-iansi has always been the method offimperialﬂ;_- |
ism, ever since the struggle for national independence started.
~In 1949 the imperialist “government shot unarmed miners
who were on strike at Enugu, killing forty-nine of them. This
act was justified by the Labour Government as ‘a primary

5 duty ot -uphélding taw-and bider® - 1 e
73 .
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- Mr John Dugdale, former Minister for Colonial Affairs,
- said at Ashridge College (Herts) on July 3, 1951, that ‘Africans
are still liable to be shot down for. demandmg higher wages’.
~ In 1953, when the people of Badagry refused to pay a capita-
tion tax 1_nt1foduced by Chief Owolowo of the Weste_m_Reglon
to solve his financial crisis, armed police were sent in. Several
people were shot. No records were kept, so that the pubhc

does not know the exact number of casualties.
In 1954, when a Federal election was approaching, Chief

-Owolowo promised the voters free elementary eduoatlon if

his party, the Action Group, came to power.

- Dr. Zik made similar promises on behalf of hIS party, the
‘National Council for Nigeria -and" the Cameroons.

- Both parties came into power in thelr respective reg1ons

“So in 1955 Chief Owolowo, Premier of the Western Region,
introduced free schools. And in 1956 Dr Zlk reluctantly fol- -

lowed suit in the Eastern Region.

Since 1956 the government of the Eastern Reglon has run
into a financial crisis due to the very high administrative
costs involved in runnmg the House of Chiefs (recommended by
the Jones commission of 1957) and in paying car and other
allowances and massive compensatlon to - retu'lng lmperlalist
‘administrators. | -

-~ The appointment of an Eastern Region Commlssmner 1o

-the United ngdom w1th a large staﬂ_’ has also proved costly.

J omed hands Whth unpenohsts

Like the Tory Government in Britain, the National Councﬂ |

- for Nigeria and the Ca:meroons has decided to place the burden

of its financial CI‘ISIS on the workmg class ﬁshermen and

farmers. | |

~  How can  a country such as ngena (pop 34 million)
maintain three Houses of Chiefs, five Houses of Assembly,
four High Commissioners and their - departments, and a

huge administration of imperialist gevernors and thelr sub-
ordinates?

Instead of cutting down on these eXpenses ‘which are rpining
~ the country, __the National Council has joined hands with the

Imper.lallsts agamst ifs own people.

Recent events in Nigeria have shown that the stmggle agamst
'1mperlallsm has become a class struggle. The national leaders
are coming out in their true colours.

-~ Chief Owolowo and Dr Zik did not mtroduce free schoohng
because they wanted every Nigerian to be literate, but because
electlons were approaehmg for the first time

“Where will the. unemployed workers,. the people who have

'_been driven from their land, the poor ﬁshermen and the many

others whose income is less than £12 a year get the money
to pay for their children’s school fees? = S
- The. reintroduction of school fees means only one thmg to
them They have to fight or their children will be illiterate.
—~That is why the women of Eastern N],gerla are ﬁghtlng
back | e | .. RARTIS R

ALGERIA

HOW FRENCH OFFIC ERS TORTURED ALLEG

SEIZURE of last weck’s France-Observateur was only the

latest of many violations of Press freedom in France
since the beginning of the Algerian war.

It was provoked by the publication of extracts from a book
by Henri Alleg, editor of the Algerlan Communist Party
newspaper until its suppression in 1955, in which he described
how he was tortured by French. paratroops.

- He was given the full Gestapo treatment. One torture fol-
lowed another. Part of the time he was unconscious. Electric
shocks were administered to all parts of his body. While he
was tied down to a plank, water was run into his mouth until
he was nearly asphyxiated. Burning paper was then apphed to

his gemtals and other parts of his body.

This was no isolated occurrence. Others, Europeans and |
Algerians, were being tortured in the same . building. And

- 1t was clear that French officers partlmpated or knew what

was going on, up to the highest levels.

Alleg was threatened that if he did not gwe lnformatlon
hls wife would also be taken and tortured. Finally the aide-de-
camp to a general suggested that the best thing for hnn to

- do, if he would not talk, was to commit suicide.-

The France- Observateur editorial raises the quesnon “Is

| | ___the Government afraid of the army?’ and sees in- the Algerlan

events the posmble seed-bed for a form of mlhta:ry fascism in
France. Tt is obvious that the French Government is afrald of
Press freedom. - - -

" There is no doubt that a series of strong resolutlons of
protest from Labour Party branches to the French Embassy
would strengthen the hands of those in France seeklng to pre-
serve human rlghts and liberties. :

NEW ‘BRITISH ROAD’ EVADES KEY QUESTIONS

. By BRIAN BEHAN

. THE revised version of The British Road to Socialism
avoids what after all is the key questlon facing British
Marxists: should they constitute a separate working-
class party, or try to work within the Labour Party to
build a powerful Left that will reject class collabora-
tion and use the great power. of the workmg class to
jestabhsh socialism?

- British working-class history has shown that one of the main
weaknesses of Marxists has been their fallure to drive deep
| roots within the mass organizations.

- History has also shown that despite clear and undisputed
betrayals by MacDonald, Snowden and the like the mass of
the working pecople have not turned to Left a.lternatlves either
those of the Communist Party or of other Left groupings.

- One of the main reasons for the stability of the British
Labour Party, as distinct from social- democratic parties on
the Continent, would appear to be its trade union basis.

- For a Marx:lst the prob]em is not simply to be clear or prin-
.C1pled Both are important.” The problem is to apply clarlty
:and prmelples in- building a conscious movement

-~In .British conditions this raises ﬁrst and foremost the prob-
'Iem of how to win the masses of Labour at thel,r present level

and W1th1n thelr present forms of organlzatlon for a soCIahst _
programine. - |

- The Labour Party as it is now places certa,ln restnchons
on the activities of Marxists. These divisions and proscriptions
are explained away by the Communist Party as simply arising
from the Right-wing domination. -

~ The Communist Party gives neither a clear nor principled
explanation of the divisions. ‘The British Road’ does not admii
that the first approach for affiliation was couched in terms
_whlch gave the R1ght wmg every opportunity to re]ect it,

-Stands outmde the mamstreﬁm ] T
No mention is made in ‘The British Road’ of the character— |
ization of the Labour Party and trade unions as ‘social- fascist’
at the Leeds Congress of the Communist Party in 1929,
No mention is made of international policies which must
have played a big part in further strengthening the Right. wmg

and increasing the Marxists’ isolation. - Y

Against this background the programme 31mply becomes an
analysis of what capitalism is,. plus an outline of What might
happen if socialism were to be estabhshed S

“Any Marxist road to socialism must more serlously enwsage
'the ‘winning of the key pomﬁons in the 'Labour movement The



‘F'ﬁr a Soviet Brltmn"%) that it |
"S  British . communists with wanting .to mtmduee erwrete,-v §
& or do away with the British Empire. - .. |

~1n~the wake of theee trlals

Cemmumst Pa,rty stends now: where 1t has etood for the past :

- thirty - yea.re—eutslde the mamstreem of the Brmsh Labour
movement

. On the one hend after the Br1ghton cenference ef the Labeur |
Perty it prbelauns the end of the Left in the Labeur Party on
the other 1n “The BI‘ItlSh Road to Socmhem

The Commumst Party’s programme

Rwi to Socialism’ was first published- in ‘January 1951
"R . without the rank ﬂlld ﬁlh hemg glven tlm opportumty.,- -
_ - _:.Z:. tﬂ dm“m lt |

Members of the party’e pul‘itleal* commlttee were a["ter--_-

:'¢. . wards to reveal why. The original dmft was taken to -

©$° Moscow by Harry Pollitt; then g | <
¢ Stalin himself made additions aml alteratmm ‘and Te- Y
-$ fused to let them be Med RS

I secretary, and .

From Stalin’s - pen mt;ng (.“wplte-:

was a lie to tax |

“The Bntlsh Road to Socialism’ wee later revrsed- "

= ¢ further revision, in am - atfractive green cover, s puh-.'
-$ - lished  today, price sixpence. It is reviewed here by ¢
2" BRIAN BEHAN, building trade militant and former S
memher af the Communmt Parly’s exeeutwe cﬁmuuttee

-"?Labeur Left——w1th whem 1t 13 gomg to umte at seme dlstent
f’ut‘ure L
- “But. the nght wmg of the Brltlsh Labour movement can be :
—.exposed- in a-serious fashion only by a Left working wrthm
j;'_l?_:_thls movement and fighting for a socialist pregrarume S
- The isolation of the Communist Party is- reflected . in the__.f
_'i _way “The British Road to Socrallem envreagee a bureaucretrc
tranemen to socialism. 5
.~ "Certain changes. have been made in thrs new veremh The |
'-}i-:-'r:tght to strike has beeu put in. The progra
“socialist democracy “not ‘people’s democracy’ But the ques-
tmn of the stages ef the soerahst revolutlen 111 Brrtam 13 s’ull

Constant Reader

Sloan on the purges

PAT SLOAN secretary of th‘e“‘ British- Sowet Fnendshlp

ne. NOw.. speeke of

[ ST I

blurred 2 o -

“The remeval ef the bene eud proeerrptlens d1rected agamet |
~ the Communist Party is the first step in restoring unity to
- the movement. This could lead to further steps towards umty, |

o _mcludmg the pose1b111t1es of affiliation, and eventually of a

, it resurrects the

“The Bnesh g

- single werkmg—clese party based -on- Marxism - when : the_ |
- majority of the movement has been worn for the Mermst |

- -outlook’ (p. 29). | -.
~Is this hew it will heppen‘? Cen we envleege the Labour :
Perty, with 1ts e:fﬁheted memberehlp, ever bemg beeed on

_.Marxlsm‘?

The real ng Street argument 1s not te be feund here Therr
real argument is that the Right wing of the Labour Party is
going to ‘be exposed,: ‘and masses of the Labour workers w111_ "
come to the. Comruumst Party, which will emerge as a- demm--_ |

ant’ partner w1th a few Left-wmgers detted about here and
- there 5

- The leeders of the Cemmumst Pa:rty do not eerleusly belleve :
in tre..nsformmg the Labour Party. At the end of their read’ is
a party based on ‘bureaucratic centralism, which sees es the
chief enemy any prmelpled Mermst ‘opposition. - |

How.much more practical, more constructive, more m tune
with British cendrtlens and working-class tradrtwne to get the’
Labour Pe,rty moving in’ a Leftward dlreetmn w1th Mermets
pleymg a part within it. |

‘This is not to underestlmate the strength of the Rrght, or. to.
preclude any division in the Labour Party in the future, but .

~ more to recognize that Marxists can only build from reallty'

There is space only to mention some of the other defects.in

| thrs ‘programme. It speaks ebeut a mess mevement, but the "
form it will take is left vague. = - - .

“No mention of workers ceuhmls or counerle of .actmh -
which were surely our. traditional institutions’ (p.-10) in 1926'
Nor of workers’- control—the: werkere wrll merely ‘help m" |

'runmng the1r mdustry’ (p 19).-

“Lastly, an unportant questwn unenswered is tl:ue is there _:
a basis here in Britain, with all the experience of the British

-Labour mevemeﬁt fer a eeerehst Brrtam to bemme a eentre_---;..'-.'

of world soeralrem free from the bureaucratic handlceps end'_

| dlstortwns thet the Ruesren workers heve had to suﬁer?

~Society, writes in his Brifish-Soviet Newsletter deted o

February 22 under the headmg ‘The “Purg

| ‘Together wrth the a,ctual revision of e number ef paet '_
-__eeutences now found to have been unjust, certain rumours
'~ 'have -been circulated in the Press and sundry newsletters
" to the effect that the. big treason trla.le ef the 19303 ere new o
" ‘recognized to have been unfounded. | | ;
= ‘One of the latest reports on this sub]ec't “quotes” an artrcle _.
= by I. Serov in Pravda of December 21; 1957 |

‘A perueel ‘Thowever, of the relevant. paeeages 11.1“ the art1cle

: .- mﬂkﬁﬂ it clear that it is not the big treason trials that Serov-
193’7 and 1938"_5_

criticizes—but the purge that fellewed -dur

Certam nobody ceuld draw from Serm'»"e artlcle the eenelu—.- P
smn that ‘the big treason trials of the 1930s are now reeogmzed "

—for he expressly justifies three of
- them, namely the ‘Industrial Party’ trial of 1930, the ‘Me;ﬂ_- o

to have ‘been un.feunded

ehemk trial of 1931 and the ‘Metm-Vrckers trlel of 1933,

It is just that, hcrwever which makes so- srgmﬁeant his
ornresron to mention the Zrncmev-Kanrenev trial (1936) or to.
exeept theé Pyatakov—Redek trial or the- Generals® “rial (1937)
_or the- Bukhann Kreetmsky trial (1938) from hre blanket._-.

repudletren ef the repreeewns ef 1937—38

Of "

Introducmg a new column by Brlan Pearcej]

| Sleen hes beeu cereful to keep from readers. of hls newe |
letter the numerous references to: victims _of -thése trials that

_have appeered in the Soviet' Press over the last few. yeare—--_

references of ‘a kind thet are fully underetoed to Imply re-"
habilitation: of the- persons concerned. - :

Thus, for exemple in ‘an’article in Lrteraturna.ye Gazeta of _l'
February 28, 1957, on Latvian literature, the writer mentions

Robert Eldemenn (‘a falented Soviet Latvian writer who was

also an eutstandmg eommander in the Civil War, head of the '.

Frunze Military Acadeémy, a member of the Revelutlonery"
Military Council and chief of 'Osoaviakhim”). |

Eidemann is listed along with a number of other Latvian

| writers, w1th the eomment “‘In rele.tlon to many of theee ertere

weletrens of seerahst legelrty were eommrtted o

S L

—— e S . .—'—\- T——. T - - . - PRt

‘Uumentmned’ m' recent ye -

New Eldemerm ‘was one. of- the. Generals executed w1th
Tukheehevsky ‘It is also srgmﬁceut that in an editorial on

. - —ﬂl_# .-_ ) )

‘party history in the journal Problems of History (no. 3 of 1956)

Gamarnik was mentioned alongside : Ahtene‘v-OV‘seyenko (‘re-

- _-habﬂltated’ by Mikoyan in his Twentieth: Congress speech) as-
one -of these whose names hed been unmentloned’ in the

| wrltmgs of ‘recent Years

Gemarmk ‘then head of the Red Army’e polltlcal adm:rms-:

_'tratien ‘was ‘included in the indictment of the Generels but'
was said to- have klled hrmeelf to avoid' errest.

(The - rmphclt rehabilitation of Gamarnik is partlcularly

) mtereetmg in- that Kreet‘insky, one’ of the prlnclpal accused .

. 111 the 1938twon trml wee alleged to have been go-between |
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for a_group of civilian conspirators and Gamarmik's military

group.) . S o
- Again, Tukhachevsky himself is named, as‘commsnder of

- the First Army, in articles on the Eastern Front in 1918-19 .

in Problems of History nos. 6 and 10 of 1956.

‘Sloan knows very well that the mere\mention of his name

‘was interpreted by Soviet citizens as an admission that the

former Red Army chief had not been guilty of the ccrimes for

which he was executed. . _ .. o *
And now comes Marshal Bagramyan’s article on the Soviet

army anniversary, with its mention of the officers murdered by -

Yezhov . . .

- 1‘Sl‘l{}(}t ,Em 3“ dOW]l’ o
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"the syiriposiuln of storics, poems and essays called ‘Literary
‘was mentioned once ‘or twice in The Newsletter.

- Soviet Studies costs 10s. 6d., but it is, or ought to be, in
every large public library. | | : |

. ; -

'AFFIDAVITS CAN HELP SAVE DAVID HYUN

~ EIGHT-YEAR-OLD struggle to save David “Hyun’s life
- reached a  climax when the U.S. Immigration and

-Sloan’s anxiety about the ‘anti-Trotsky’ trials is understand- -
able, for he was one of those who ‘worked. hard at the time =
to convince the working-class movement here of the justice of

the verdicts.

" Thus in Controversy of March 1938 he ﬁmte-_ of the

~ victims: ‘It is a good thing they have been shot. Further, if
~ there were more of them, then more of them should have
~ been shot.’ - - o

- Sloan’s controversial methods . have not changed, ecither. In
the same article he denounced as ‘an unscrupulous misquotation
by Trotsky’ Stalin’s statement of November 6, 1918 about
‘Trotsky having been the chief organizer of the October Revolu-
tion—though this appeared in the collection of Stalin’s articles
~called ‘The October Revolution’ which had ‘been published
by Lawrence and Wishart in their

such a short time before as 1936! = -
~ Sloan evidently believes in the tactic of bold denial. Alas
for such methods, though—1958 is not 1938.

. Seize this opportunity

‘Marxist-Leninist Library’

- Hyun,.- a South n1 |
~arrested in 1950 as a ‘dangerous alien’ and charged with being

- with proper identification and

Naturalization Service revoked a stay of deportation to
The deportation order had previously been revoked on
grounds of probable physical persecution. -
.orean. architect living in the USA, was
a member of the U.S. Communist Party. Denied bail, he was
held on Terminal Island for six and a half months, released,
rearrested in July 1953, held in custody for five months and
freed on $2,000 bail. - = - S
~ Return to Korea will mean life imprisonment or possible
death for Hyun, who is a communist, a vocal critic of Syng-
man Rhee and the son of Rhee’s principal opponent. |
- His only hope is to prove that physical persecution of

~ political opponents still. continues under Syngman Rhee.

Any informati_t)n on this should be sent in the form of per-
sonal affidavits, or articles from' periodicals ‘and newspapers -

photographs, to: Mary Hyun,
P.O. Box 26026, Los Angeles 26, California, USA. o

“THE third issue of Universities and Left Review (Winter

1958, 4s.) contains the full text of the pamphlet The BACK UP LADS WHO BLACK ROCKET BASES

L3700 5 . con At O e P . As a building worker, I firmly believe that work on
Insiders, that most useful factual exposure of the _ AS 4 bu1 £ WOIX I A sat N
“managerial “revolution’ --""tﬁ'e_ ory behind Indu stry nd ~  Tocket sites should be ‘blacked’, that the Trades Union

Society. _ T - o
- People who 'missed getting ‘The  Insiders’ when it first
piece of propaganda material. o .
- Other contributions include ‘Hungary and Socialism’, by
Francois Fejto, who wrote what many think the best book to
~ date about the background to the Hungarian Revolution; a
survey of ‘Labour Movement Historiography’ by John Saville,
‘himself a notable worker in .this field: and ‘Russia Alive’, by
Michael Kullman, an impression of the Moscow Youth Festival
which supplements the account. given by Maurice Pelter in his
Newsletter pamphlet ‘Russian Youth Awakes’. =
~_ Announced in this issue is the opening of a Left Book Centre
at 7 Carlisle Street, W.1, on March 14. This should meet a
long-felt need for a place where the literature of all socialist
trends, without discrimination, can be obtained.

_-.appeared should seize this opportunity of securing a first-class

S No confirmation
- Latest volume of Documents
published by the Foreign Office confirms the rumours we used
to hear about King Edward VIIT’s Hitlerite sympathies already
when he was Prince of Wales. L
- What no documents so far published have confirmed is the
charges regarding talks between Trotsky and Hess which were
brought up in the notorious Moscow trials. o _.
- Nor was anything mentioned about them at.the Nuremburg
War Crimes Tribunal. Trotsky’s widow was refused permission
to interrogate the Nazi leaders on that occasion. =

. - Soviet Studies = -
.-I'he quarterly Soviet Studies,; published for Glasgow Uni-
versity by Basil Blackwell, Oxford, often carries well-informed

articles of general interest and value.

. For example, the October 1957 numb'ef:ha's 'an"arti.'clé ‘Labour

and the Social Structure’, by Margaret Dewar. which offers a
penetrating analysis of relations between the bureaucracy and

the working class in the Soviet Union today:.

In the January 1958 number Jacob Miller reviews at length

on German Foreign Policy

76

of the rocket sites?

tion of

Congress should give a lead on this, and that the unions
concerned should make it clear that their members are -

not going to touch this kind of work. - |
We can achieve this—if the lads on the jobs and in the

- branches start developing this demand now, with the aim of

co-ordinated action by the unions, the TUC and the Labour
Party. - | -

Workers who refuse to build rocket bases will need every
bit of heip they can get. The TUC has an international solid-
arity fund—why not a solidarity fund to back up the ‘blacking’

Such a fund would get a tremendous response, and would
show. the workers directly involved that the whole working
class is behind them. - |

London, SW2 Mick Gaminon
~ WATCH THE MENACE ON THE FAR RIGHT
SOME attention should be given to the growth and de-
velopment of neo-fascist and pro-fascist tendencies on
the extreme Right of British politics.
~1he Union Movement is undoubtediy finding in the frustra-

sections ‘of the middle class a feftile soil for its
demagogy. | _ | S L

The Liberal vote at Rochdale was by no means an
entirely ‘liberal’ vote. It was a vote of exasperation, a vote
of protest. A vote which in a serious, deepening crisis could

take on fascist overtones. - . . -
- But perhaps more .important than the old-line Mosleyites

are the organizations like the League of Empire Loyalists and
the People’s League for the Defence of Freedom (which is
now holding a referendum on-its next steps). -

" The L'__abou_r-movemeqt;-_ca.nnqt;; afford to relax its vigilance
towards these organizations. -The -ruling class - will have no
hesitation. in using them: in -a:national crisis, ~ ~ - - -
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