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What Happens to Workers Money, Labor, Sweat 
In the daily press you read, that the International of 

the U.A.W. is operating in the red. One of the most im
portant questions to workers (and they have been discuss
ing it in the shop for the past few weeks) is not about the 
union operating in the red, but the money that the union 
has collected from workers in the past ten or twelve yedrs. 
Workers have no say on how it is spent or what it should 
be spent for. 

Today thousands upon thousands of workers are out of 
work. No one can go to the International or his local union 
and get a dime. Workers also say that if one half of the 
money that is going for Democratic candidates went into 
an unemployment relief fund things would be much 
better for many workers. 
FROM THE LABOR OF WORKERS 

They are also talking about the staff of union bosses 
and secretaries on the International payroll and their 
salaries and the expense accounts double their salaries. 
Not one is elected by workers, they are appointed by the 
bosses of the International. All of it comes from the labor 
and sweat of the workers in the shops. One worker said, 
"I wouldn't feel so bad about it, but many of these so 
called leaders are just on the pay roll. Why does and how 
can the International keep adding to its staff, when the 
lay-offs for the workers started back in 1955? This past 
year four or five bureaucrats have been put on tne Inter
national staff from our local alone." Another worker said 
that he doesn't believe a thing coming from the mouths 
of union leaders. He said as soon as he read that the union 
lost the recent court case and will have to pay Renda 
$400,000, and as soon as Mazey said the International would 
appeal the decision, it meant they would use some trick 
to appeal tb workers to pay it. Some other worker said 
that it is also a trick they are trying to pull, first saying 
that they are operating in the red. We are now paying $8 
a month dues. When the three month period of assessment 
is over the International will probably say they are still 
in the red and we have to continue paying the higher dues. 

When Reuther and his machine pushed the check off 
system down our throats, that was the biggest trick that 
has been pulled since we organized the U.A.W. Reuther 
said it was to help workers from getting behind in their 
dues and save them from making trips to pay it. Yes, it 
sounded okay then, but many see now why he wanted it. 
Anytime he wants to gouge deeper into a worker's pay 
check, he finds a gimmick for the International needing 
more money then tells the company to take it out of the 
pay checks. 

WHERE HAVE UNION LEADERS GONE? 
They say if we don't have a strike the money will be 

refunded. I have not heard one worker say he believes this. 
Union leaders are always using the words that we are 
grown up now since the early days. 20 years ago it was a 
principle that International Representatives would leave 
the shop and work for the union for the same pay they 
were receiving while working in the shop. It was a crime 
to lie to workers. Their expense money was money for 
anion work, and could be proved as such. 15 or 20 years 
ago, the leaders were a part of the workers struggles, 
especially in production disputes. What they really are 
saying with "we are grown up now" is that they have 
grown away from the workers. Today workers are only 

. thought of when they want to clip them for money and 
more money, or try to fool us to get votes for some politi
cian. One worker said, "I will have to defend the,union 
against the company and the McClellan investigation com
mittee, but they know some of the rank & file feelings 
against these leaders, that they are not a part of us any 
more. That's why I think they are beginning to attack 
the U.A.W. leadership." He also said, that next' the union 

. leaders will yell that the rank and file are to blame and 
are the cause for them operating in the red. 
REUTHER'S SHIP SINKING 

Never before in the history of the U.A.W. has it been 
that hot a worker knows what his union is bargaining for 
with the auto companies. One worker said it's tighter 
than a military secret. The leaders of the union are asking 
for a 3 month extension of the contract. The companies 
said they want a 2 year extension. In all previous years 
it was the company that asked for extensions first. 

Today the company notifies the union that the contract 
is to expire, something unheard of in past years. 

Workers are saying we are going down, down, on this 
ship of Walter Reuther's. When they gave the company all 
rights over production the ship started sinking. 

IKE SAYS THE DEPRESSION'S "MINOR," BUT — 

Workers Know It's Getting Worse 
An unemployed miner told News & Letters: "I know I'm in worse shape than a 

lot pf the guys laid off like me. I've got 7 kids. I get extra for the kids—$9 a week more 
than a guy with nobody but himself to keep. $39 a week. If I paid the rent and utilities, 
there'd be nothing left for food; and I'm not going to see my kids starve. 

*• '"I 'm lucky, my father-in-
law pays the rent and utili-

(2, 5"»— 

"Have you been out of work long?" 

§ 

An Appeal To Our Readers 
We appeai to our readers for money to help 

publish News & Letters. These past three years, the 
financing has been done mainly by the group of 
workers • and intellectuals who first started this 
workers paper, which is the only one of its kind 
anywhere. We can do so no longer. 

We frankly admit that the paper's growth, na
tionally and internationally—and it has grown—has 
not meant a matching growth in finances. 

Subscriptions alone do not, and never have paid, 
for a workers' paper which carries no ads, and which 
opposes capitalism and Communism and fights against 
totalitarianism on both sides of the Iron Curtain. 

Above all, ours is the only paper which publishes 
the workers' daily struggles against the labor bureau
cracy. ' 

The best way to make this appeal is to print a 
letter from a Chrysler worker who wrote the follow
ing: 

"As we production workers realize and know, 
times are getting rough with all of us. We have now 
come to the crucial time of having to ask you to help 
us as much as possible so that we can all keep on 
letting the world know how the production workers 
feel. 

"We know how hard it is to find any paper that 
will print exactly the conditions that occur in our 
shops; a paper where we can do our own writing and 
feel sure that it will be printed and delivered the 
way we write it. 

"News & Letters is the only paper that will carry 
the production worker's individual theories of the 
conditions of his work. And this includes the union 
papers too, which are printed by the Union.but do 
not and will not print for the workers. 

"As you know, the printer has to be paid before 
we can get the paper. 

"We know our working conditions, the cost of 
living, and the amount of unemployment are hurting 
all of us. We also know and realize that this paper 
needs to be widely distributed as much, and more now 

ties. If it wasn't for him, I'd 
have been t h r o w n " out 
months ago. But I've got two 
good hands, only what good 
are they when you can't find 
any work? Something has 
just got to be done. Not only 
for me, but for everybody 
else who is in the same boat." 

MILLIONS O F F , 
This sentiment, ' expressed 

by a laid-off coal miner, is 
being echoed by millions of 
w o r k e r s * t h r o u g h o u t the 
country. Every day new sta
tistics indicate that the de
pression is getting worse, 
lay-offs continue among the 
mine workers, steel workers, 
auto workers and t h o s e 
working in affiliated indus
tries. 

Every one knows that the 
official statistics—over 5 mil
lion unemployed—are false 
for they do not count those 
not on unemployment insur
ance, and not getting relief'. 
Nor do the figures count the 
youth who will ' be getting 
out of school in June without 
hope of jobs. Nor do the 
figures- count the 2 million 
whose compensation bene
fits are now expiring. 

The statistics don't show 
those workers who are of
ficially employed because 
they work only a single 
day a week. That was the 
method all the big auto 
companies used to prevent 
the workers from getting 
unemployment insurance. 
A man with a wife and 4 
children cannot live on $25 
a week, so Big Business 

' hoped to demoralize the 
workers with starvation. 
They did not succeed. 

Now, management is using 
the unemployed statistics to 
try to shackle the worker 
with the worst working con
ditions and the highest infla
tion he has had. - « 
"BUY NOW" CAMPAIGN 

Those who are out of work 
can but grimly laugh at the 
"expert" advice from Presi
dent Eisenhower to "Buy." 
They not only don't get 
enough to maintain a decent 
living standard; most of 
them are in debt, losing cars, 
homes and appliances on 
which they cannot make 
payment. " Y e s , I'll buy 
more," said one worker, "if 
Eisenhower or Ford will give 
me the money." 

Those who are still work
ing don't know but that they 
will be laid off the next day. 
The fact is that with the re
duced work week that is the 
general rule in most indus
tries, there are some unem-

(Cootinued «H Page 8) 
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COAL AND ITS PEOPLE 
1957-Banner Year for Death 
In the Mining Industry 

MORGANTOWN, W. Va. 
—The human sacrifices to 
the great god Coal, and its 
handmaiden, profits for the 
coal operators, continue on 
an ever increasing scale. The 
total of 473 miners who had 
their lives brutally ended in 
1957, with a frequency of 
fatalities amounting to 1.17 
d e a t h s per million man-
hours of exposure to the 
hazards of the mining in
dustry, is nine per-cent 
higher than the frequency 
rate for 1956, which was 
1.09 per million man-hours 
of exposure and claimed 445 
human lives. The figure for 
'57 is the highest for the past 
ten years. 

Coupled with this stagger
ing loss of life is the even 
greater number of men in
jured. There were 17,960 
lost time accidents. Official 
statistics put the number of 
coal miners employed in 
1957 at 214,000. It is the 
opinion of this writer that 
this figure is too high in the 
light of the many lay-offs 
and closing down of opera
tions that have taken place 
in the last several months. 
Be that as it may, even us
ing the official figures, the 
loss of human life and the 
maiming of men outrages 
every human instinct. Tak
ing an average of 200 work
ing days, which is a high 
estimate, the figures show 
that for each day the miners 
w o r k e d , approximately 90 
men were injured; and for 
every two days, five men lost 
their lives. 

SPEED-UP, TECHNOLOGY 
INCREASE DANGER 

It would seem incredible 
that this ruthless carnage 
could be tolerated in a coun
try as advanced in the field 
of technology as is the U.S. 
But it is precisely because 
of this advance in technology 
that the conditions of the 
miner are aggravated. The 
technology goes into the 
perfecting of the machines to 
produce more and more coal 
in shorter periods of time, 
with little or no considera
tion given to. the men who 
must o p e r a t e these ma
chines, or to the conditions 
which are brought about by 
this tremendously increased 
rate of production. 

In the operations of a. 
mine involving the continu
ous miner, the rate of move-

. ment forward into a seam of 
coal is greatly increased over 
the rate of conventional min
ing methods. One of the 
consequences of this is the 
increased liberation of me
thane gas, which is highly 
explosive. And the drive of 
the operators for ever great
er production often results 
in the ignoring of adequate 
ventilation to d r i v e off 
dangerous accumulations of 
the gas. 

INHUMAN PACE 
The pace which the con

tinuous miner sets on the 
man is inhuman in the ex
treme. It is indeed signi
ficant that back in 1949-50, 
when the machines were 
first being introduced, the 
e n g i n e e r s expressed no 
qualms at all about the per-

fectability of the machine; 
but they cautioned against 
the s t r a i n the machine 
would place on the man. Ef
forts in the meantime were 
directed toward perfecting 
the machine, with no con
sideration for the human 
element involved. 

Under the pressure of the 
machine and the boss, who 
can watch all men by simply 
being at the machine, the 
men often are dulled to even 
the most e l e m e n t a r y re
quirements of safety. 

With these ever increasing 
pressures brought to bear on 
the men, coupled now with 
the all pervading fear of be
ing laid off, unnecessary 
chances are taken, with hu
man lives as the stakes. 
Whereas t h e s e conditions 
s h o u l d bring about even 
greater safety consciousness, 
e v e r y influence which is 
brought to bear on the men 
is in opposition to safety con
siderations. And in such con
ditions, just one brief lapse 
can result in a deadly ac
cumulation of gas which a 
spark from any one of the 
several motors on a continu
ous miner can explode into 
a blazing inferno of hell and 
destruction. 

MAKE MINING 
HUMAN 

If the infamous record of 
death and maiming which 
the miners are forced to suf
fer was to suddenly be the 
same in the atomic industry, 
there would be such a howl 
go up as to d e a f e n the 
nation. No expense would 
be too great to protect the 
people working in this indus
try. Yet, year after year, 
the miners, who are just as 
human, if hot more so, must 
live in constant d r e a d of 
their death-dealing, mutilat
ing working conditions. It is 
past time that the emphasis 
on progress be shifted from 
the machine to the man, and 
nowhere is this more neces
sary than" in the mining in
dustry. 

LAY-OFF EASES 
FEAR OF DEATH 

SCOTTS' RUN, W. Va.—I 
was glad when my husband 
got laid off. I guess this 
sounds silly, but the condi
tions the men have to work 
under in the mines are so 
bad, I was always worried 
about whether he was going 
to get killed or not. 
THIRTY DOLLARS 
A WEEK 

We only get $30.00 a week, 
which isn't very much, but 
I can have peace of mind. 
My husband thinks the kids 
should have everything they 
ask for, but I don't think 
that's good because when 
you can't give it to them, 
they don't understand why 
you can't. 

My husband is going crazy 
because he got laid off, but 
I told him that as long as 
we can pay t h e rent, a little 
on utilities and have food to 
eat that we were better off. 
We would like to live better, 
but we have to take matters 
in our stride. 
CRYIN' THE BLUES 

Some of the guys that are 
laid off are crying the blues 
and d r i v i n g everybody 
crazy. They are doing good, 
because they have their own 
homes, new cars and sta
tion wagons, collecting their 
$30.00 each week, and they 
are still crying the blues. 
WHO IS LUCKY? 

I told my husband that the 
guys laid off are luckier than 
the ones still working. My 
neighbor works on the roof-
bolter on a continuous miner 
and he can't eat in the mines 
because of all the dust. He 
can't do anything but drink 
liquids. He can't even rest 
at night for talking in his 
sleep about how rough the 
working conditions are. 
CONSCIENCE 
BOTHERS SOME 

Some of the guys that are 
laid off are going crazy be
cause of their guilty con
sciences. They didn't con
tribute anything but a pay 
check when they were work
ing, and they think their 
wives don't want them now 
that they are laid off. 

"If There's One Thing Worse Than a Boss 
—It's a Guy Who Is Bucking ro Be One" 

FAIRMONT, W. Va.—This 
man we have On our section 
is bucking to be a boss. He's 
bossed extra, and he's always 
trying to put his 2c worth in 
any time our boss has any
thing to say. 

Our boss isn't such a bad 
guy. He's been around and 
he knows the men. He knows 
that he can't get away with 
anything with us, because 
he's tried it a couple of times 
and it just hasn't worked. So 
he knows where we stand, 
and we k n o w where he 
stands. 

But this guy, who is try
ing to get regular bossing, 
is s o m e t h i n g else. He 
thinks that there is no one 
who knows as much as he 
does. 

BOSS MAKES MARKS 
One night, the cutter was 

supposed to start a cross cut, 
and our regular boss put up 
the chalk marks for him to 
cut by. Now, a cutter is going 

to t ry to cut according to 
those marks he sees there. 
They may be wrong accord
ing-to his judgement, but if 
he cuts according to those 
chalk marks, he can't be held 
responsible if they are off. 

As it was, the boss had put 
his chalk marks .up. But this 
guy, who is bucking for boss
ing comes along, looks at the 
marks and changes them. I 
saw him do it. 

When the cutter came into 
the place to cut it, h e looked 
at Mie marks, and cut the 
place the way the changed 
chalk marks were. 

The pit-boss happened to 
be on the section and went 
into the place just after the 
cutter had cut the place. He 
started to raise holy hell. 
The cross-cut was marked up 
wrong. He yelled to the boss 
to get to where the cut had 
been made. The section boss 
came running, and the pit-
boss wanted to know what 
he was trying to do by mark-

Way of the World 
By Ethel'Dunbar 

What Has the Working Man Got 
The world is so full of 

hate, especially the Ameri
can white man who thinks 
the other countries and the 
Negro people are so back
ward and crazy, until they 
can say and do anything they 
want against them. But they 
have found out that they are 
wrong. The Russians have 
learned to make things 
ahead of the Americans and 
to trade with other countries 
who are for them and on 
their side. They are learn
ing to make and build any
thing that the United States 
makes. The Russian workers 
oppose their leaders, even as 
the Americans. 

Not only is Russia in a 
mess but it seems as if the 
United States has gotten it
self in a little trouble by try
ing to use every country and 
all Negro people as fools, 
and they can't see what a 
big mistake they are making 
by building all these; automa
tion machines that put men 
out of work every day of the 
week, so that they can gain 
all of the profit that comes 
in, if there is any coming in. 

Well we know the r i c h 
man will buy one or two cars 
a year,j but they don't seem 
to realize what a bad condi 

United States into. It looks 
as if they are trying to bring 
on a revolution before they 
get ready for it themselves. 
I hope they don't think a 
man will stand by and see 
himself die from starvation. 
Especially when he knows 
that the rich man has all that 
will keep him and his family 
living. So why not take the 
chance of fighting to get 
some of what he has given 
his whole life to^ in working 
to help the rich man get to 
where he is today. Now the 
w o r k i n g m a n is being 
thrown out into the street, 
without any old age security 
to live on. 
"NO HELP WANTED" 

People today k n o w what 
they have gone through to 
keep the United States ahead 
of these other countries. It 's 
been done by fighting wars 
and working themselves to 
death. The rich man and 
the government never have 
to face such things like work 
or fight wars, that is for the 
poor man to do. The gov
ernment will kill you if d o n t 
do what they say. It is a big 
question for the poor man 
to ask: "I wonder why does 
everything bad have to hap
pen to me? There is work to 

tion they are p u t t i n g the be done but no help wanted." 

MY FIFTH BIRTHDAY. 1934 
The sky on my fifth birthday was a jewel. 

Any man could have it for the reaching. 
The blossoming earth belonged to any fool, 

I thought. ! And seeing bugs and birds were 
snatching, 

Humanly, the human race's plunder, 
I primed my water-pistol, set off sneaking 

Behind big trees and bushes, dread avenger, 
And drew a bead. But O there rose a clanking 

And a marching, heavy marching. Was it Death 
Or someone else's game? On the hill^ blackening 

The sky six Negroes marched in chains beneath 
The guns of two white guards, who, slackening 

Their pace, yelled, "Halt!" Dogs yapping at their heels, 
They rested their rifles. The prisoners started 

cracking 
Jokes and the street with picks and hammers. Harmless 

They seemed, although the guards were 
swearing, kicking 

At dogs, and toying with real rifles. I walked 
Down our green terrace to the curb, still 

clutching 
My water-pistol, to watch them work. On black 

skin sweat was boiling. One man, retching. 
Lay down in the shade on the grass beside me, 

Smiled like a brother, whispered, "Don't go 
- messing 

Around with guns, they get you into plenty 
Trouble. Just see . . . "But a guard came chasing 

Him back to the hole in thes t ree t which grew 
Like a grave for us all. And then my legs were 

, racing 
Out of the sunlit nightmare and into the cool 

Gloom of my home. There, in tears, I was waking 
To a world where the guns will hover oyer us all 

Till the prisoners rise from digging graves 
and cry 

"Liberty!" and, smashing the guns, take all 
The blossoming earth and jewel of the sky. 

—M. G. 

ing the cross-cut up the way 
the marks showed. 
"RIGHT IS RIGHT" 

Our boss couldn't explain 
it. He didn't know what had 
happened. So I told the pit-
boss. "Wait a minute," I 
said, "this man can't be all 
over the section at once. He 
can't know what's going on 
all the time. He put those 
marks up right, but : they 
were changed by somebody 
who thinks he knows more 

than anyone else and wants 
to be a boss himself. Right is 
right, I don't care who it 
hurts. I saw this thing; and 
you can't blame the boss for 
what happened here." 

The pit-boss didn't s a y 
anything m o r e . He just 
w a l k e d away. My boss 
thanked me, but he didn't 
have to thank me. If there's 
one thing worse than a boss, 
it's a guy who is bucking to 
be one. 
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'58 UAW CONTRACT NOT HELPING 
PRODUCTION WORKERS, UNEMPLOYED 

DETROIT. — Production 
workers throughout the auto 
industry have been anxious
ly waiting to find out what 
the President of the Inter
national will come out with 
now in the great 1958 con
tracts. 

As all production workers 
know, Walter Reuther and 
his staff claim they have 
put in a multitude of hours, 
as well as months in draw
ing up their profit sharing 
plan. 
WHAT AVERAGE 
WORKER THINKS 

We are not interested in 
the profit sharing plan at 
all. We cannot see where it 
can help any of our brothers 
that are on the unemploy
ment, lines, or even those 
that are working in the 
shops. 

If our President and his 
staff had been as interested 
in us as they claim, why 
the heck didn't they bring 
in this profit sharing plan 
back at the end of World 
War II? Maybe it would 
have helped us all by now. 
As late as it is now, with 
415,000 or more unemployed 
in Detroit alone, how is this 
plan going to feed and clothe 
and school all these people's 
little ones. We see each and 
every day that Reuther is 
not interested in the produc
tion worker's families, nor 
their problems. For the last 
5 or 6 years he has let our 
contract slip away from 
h e l p i n g the production 
worker. 

NOT INTERESTED IN 
PRODUCTION WORKER 

Now this 1958 c o n t r a c t 
looks as if he has shook 

UNEMPLOYED 
MINES WORKED OUT 
NO JOBS IN SIGHT 

MORGANTOWN, W. Va. 
—I was sitting in a local 
beer garden, d r i n k i n g a 
glass of beer and listening to 
a basketball game when an 
old acquaintance, w h o m I 
hadn't seen in years, came in. 

The m i n e in which he 
worked was just about work
ed out. -While work had 
been fairly regular before, 
the situation had reached the 
point where the men were 
lucky to get 2 days a week. 
Every day they would go out 
to work, only to find that 
there was some reason that 
they could not. It had 
reached the point where the 
eosts of traveling and pre
paring for work were more 
than could be made working 
under these conditions. 
WHAT ARE THEY 
GOING TO DO? 

We both knew of men who 
had gone to other cities to 
t ry to get jobs, only to come 
back after a short time—vic
tims of lay-offs in other in
dustries. A man with no 
seniority had no c h a n c e 
whatsoever to last long, even 
if he was lucky enough to 
get a job in the first place. 

We grimly mentioned men 
with families of 6, 7 and 
more who we knew were 
laid off, and wondered how 
long they could take it be
fore they started to take ac
tion to help themselves. The 

hands again with the capi
talist and to blazes with the 
production w o r k e r . Why 
didn't Mr. Reuther come out 
with ideas somewhere in the 
neighborhood of this: To 
have the company pay all of 
our Blue Cross Insurance. A 
"paid up" policy with Blue 
Cross for the same amount 
of years of each worker's 
seniority. Also a life insur
ance policy under the same 
plan. This would benefit 
every worker and his family. 
We won't receive any bene
fit out of the profit sharing 
plan or a raise in pay either. 
Everytime we get 5c or 10c 
more, our groceries are al
ways raised and usually a 
month ahead of time, plus 
all other expenses go up. All 
the benefits we fought for 
and enjoyed in the shops 
have gone down the drain. 
We are now back working 
harder, or as hard as we 
ever worked b e f o r e the 
union. 
WHAT HAPPENS 
TO UNEMPLOYED 

Most workers realize we 
have not been getting back
ing from our union officials. 
They don't seem to care 
whether the p r o d u c t i o n 
worker lives or dies, just as 
long as their pay checks 
come in regular. 

Workers haven't heard, or 
read, of Reuther trying to 
do anything about the hun
dreds of workers the com
pany laid off a few days be
fore deadline for being elig-» 
ible for vacation pay. Neither 
Reuther nor the locals did 
anything about it. 

Now you read in the 
papers that the auto indus
trialists' profits are dropping. 
Now tell me, how can we 
look forward to benefitting 
out of the profit * sharing 
plan? 

The companies seem to be 
ganging up on the union and 
don't even want to talk 
about anything new, just ex
tend the present contract for 
2 years. What happened to 
the profit sharing, what hap
pened to the shorter work 
week and most important of 
all what is to happen to 
those unemployed and those 
w o r k i n g so hard in the 
shops? 

—Production Worker, 
UAW Member 

G. M. LAY-OFFS 
SOLVED NOTHING 

Los Angeles—The Gene
ral Motors assembly plant 
in South Gate is down to 
about' 1300 workers from 
a peak of more than 5,000 
several years ago. The 
lay-offs have solved noth
ing. The current w o r k 
schedule, now t h a t the 
plant is on one-shift pro
duction, is one week on 
and one week off. Rarely 
do we get forty hours even 
during those w e e k s we 
work. 

The situation is much 
the same throughout Los 
Angeles. The curtailing of 
production at the Ford, 
Chrysler and GM plants 
has resulted in severe cut
backs at the smaller com
panies that supplied parts 
such as radiators, bumpers 
a;nd cushion room mate
rials. 

If there is any increase 
in missile production, here 
in the center of the air
craft i n d u s t r y , it sure 
doesn't show in any in
crease in employment. 

GM Worker 

$30 a week might pay for the 
rent and utilities, but it left 
mighty little for food. The 
p i t i f u l bit of government 
surplus food, being doled out 
to the unemployed w h o 
could get it, would hardly 
provide anything like the 
needs of a family. And no
body is going to see his fam
ily starve. 
NIXON VS. 
THE UNEMPLOYED 

At about this t i m e , the 
s p o r t s announcer made a 
statement q u o t i n g from a 
speech Vice-President Nixon 
had made at some athletic 
banquet: something to the 
effect that things were look
ing good, that this was no 
time to be pessimistic, that 
we should look to the future 
with optimism. 
"NOBODY WILL 
TAKE ANOTHER ONE" » 

My friend saiti, "Yeah, 

COMPANY TRIES 
BULLDOZING WORKERS 

LOS ANGELES.—The old
er workers with twenty and 
thirty years seniority at the 
bumper plant where I work, 
are so worried about their 
jobs because of the layoffs, 
that they talk of accepting 
the company ultimatum that 
either a reduction in wages 
or an increase in production 
standards is required for the 
company to stay in business. 

The u n i o n negotiating 
committee rejected its plea 
of poverty on the part of the 
company so the company 
went straight to the men. 
They called a meeting of all 
employees and showed us 
charts to prove that we were 
making - more money than 
workers in similar plants. 
They claimed the company 
was losing contracts because 
its labor costs were too high. 

Because this doesn't seem 
like a good time to strike, 
the union countered with a 
proposal to extend the con
tract for one year. The com
pany refused this offer and 
said that when it was time 
to discuss contracts they had 
their own ideas about how 
the contract should be re
vised. What are we going 
to do about this? 

we could tell him plenty 
right now. But you know, 
people aren't going to take 
what they did before. There 
are too many v e t e r a n s 
around for one thing. They 
sure aren't going through an
other depression. If things 
don't s t r a i g h t e n up, and 
straighten up fast, we won't 
have to be worrying about 
what's going on some place 
else. There'll be plenty go
ing on right here. And you 
sure couldn't blame the peo
ple- for it, e i t h e r . With 
everything we're supposed to 
have in this country, you 
just know that nobody is go
ing to take another depres
sion." 

The Working Day 
By Angela Terrano 

Workers Think Their Own Thoughts 
In re-reading my column 

in the. last issue, I realized 
that a statement I m a d e 
needs a lot of expansion. In 
speaking of MARXISM AND 
FREEDOM I wrote "today 
it becomes a life and death 
struggle that we have such 
a philosophy, a theory" (as 
Marxism). What I r e-a-11 y 
m e a n t was that workers 
were not looking for a theory 
in others, but that theory 
itself has become a life and 
death question. I do not 
know if I can explain what 
I mean, • but thoughts keep 
whirling in my mind I just 
must get out unto paper. 

Perhaps the best way to 
begin is to say that most of 
the time I find it difficult to 
take theory from an intel
lectual, To me if you cannot 
see theory as a life and death 
struggle, you are unaware of 
the struggle of mankind for 
freedom as a flow of blood. 
In that case, you do not 
really understand t h e o r y 
either, even if you can recite 
dates of revolutions; you still 
live in a dream world, apart 
from the real lives of real 
men. 

The very intellectuals who 
seem to have a mortal fear 
of being dominated,.of being 
told they are "followers," are 
the very ones who have 
freed themselves from seri
ous theory. They are inde
pendent of Marxism, O.K., 
but t h e i r dependence on 
bourgeois thought shows it
self in e v e r y word they 
utter, in the a t t i t u d e to 
workers, they seem to be 
completely unaware of the 
fact that workers think their 
own thoughts. Then if you 
tell them that, their answer 
is "Why should I do any
thing if the w o r k e r s are 
smart enough to get there 
by themselves." 
MARXISM AND 
FREEDOM 

The reason I was so excit
ed with the book MARXISM 
AND FREEDOM is that I 

felt here was one intellectual 
who did not separate theory 
and practice, workers and 
t h o u g h t, and t h e r e b y 
thought became the real 
world and the real world be
came thought. For example, 
when she talks of the East 
German Revolt and the Hun
garian Revolution you can 
see how her thoughts flow 
from the struggle of work
ers and their thoughts. 

A n o t h e r thing I felt 
strongly was^that if you do 
not see theory as a life and 
death s t r u g g l e then you 
create a void and that void 
gets filled with something 
like Russian Communism or 
American McCarthyism. 
NEW WAY OF LIFE 

I noticed in the December 
issue of NEWS & LETTERS, 
to take another example, 
some articles by workers 
that show that workers 
think their own thoughts. 
Take the article "Production 
Workers Want Their Rights 
In The '58 UAW Contract." 

In it a . worker says of 
Lyndon Johnson, "if John
son has his way, we'll be 
working a 90-hour week and 
the Union will be gone. I t 
won't be Reuther who stops 
him—it'll have to be the pro
duction man." Of Reuther, 
"How can Reuther get us 
the shorter work week with 
more pay if he doesn't care 
how many production work
ers get fired and how many 
of us are speeded-up?" He 
also gave 5 points for the '58 
contract. 

Or take the UAW dele
gate who got up and stated 
to the union and to the pub? 
lie "We want a new way of 
life," not just "profit shar
ing" but a new way of life. 
He said it to Keuther at a 
Reuther controlled conven
tion when the opposition 
wasn't given any chance to 
express'itself. That takes a 
lot of courage, a lot of think
ing, and, to me, he clearly 
is looking for a new philos
ophy. I know I am. 

SHOWS "TWO WORLDS" COLUMN 
ON UNEMPLOYED MOVEMENTS 

LOS ANGELES. — I read 
the Two Worlds column (See 
Vol. 3, No. 2 issue) on the 
unemployed movement of 
twenty years ago with great 
interest. My own local union 
has shrunk to about one-
third its usual size because 
of layoffs. Those of us who 
are out of work are just left 
to go our individual ways. 

The union makes no at
tempt to even keep in touch 
with. the. unemployed, let 
alone provide them with an 
organizational f o r m where 
the unemployed could get 
some protection against re
possession, foreclosures and 
hunger. 

As the Two Worlds col
umn pointed out, unemploy
ed men are not just an 
inert mass but have the best 
reason of all for thinking 
about social questions. Fur
thermore they have the 
time as well as the desire to 
think. Labor schools could be 
o r g a n i z e d . Real Labor 

Schools where the rank and 
file could discuss and deve
lop their ideas on everything 
from history to current poli
tical problems and projects, 
This would be a sharp and 
welcome b r e a k from the 
classes on the contract, held 
for officials and committee
men that passes for educa
tion in the labor movement 
today. 

A s i d e from projects to 
specifically benefit the un
employed t h e r e are such 
areas as the popular and vi
tal fight against the so-called 
right to work bills. 

In closing, I would like to 
mention that I have shown 
the "Two Worlds" column to 
several worker friends of 
mine. We would be interest
ed in seeing more articles in 
News & Letters on the un
employment movement of 
the 1930's. 

Young Auto Worker 
Los Angeles, Cal i t 
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EDITORIALS 
NUCLEAR POWERS PLAY AT PEACE 
In preparation for any possible summit meeting be

tween Khrushchev and Eisenhower, there is a new attempt 
to make that brink-of-war strategist, Secretary of State 
John Foster Dulles, look like a peace diplomat. Presently 
the attempt is taking the form of Dulles' readiness to rid 
himself of Lewis Strauss, Chairman of the Atomic Energy 
Commission. " • • <• 

This reactionary die-hard proponent of unceasing 
H-bomb tests, and his chief war-mongering nuclear physi
cist, Dr. Edward Teller, have been drumming it up for 
"limited nuclear war" without any regard to Russia's 
propaganda victories since Khrushchev's unilateral an
nouncement of the cessation of H-bomb tests. 

It is true that Khrushchev did not make that announce
ment until after Russia had set off the "dirtiest" nuclear 
bomb. But it is even more true that the people of the world 
are so hungry, for peace that even that totalitarian's 
doubletalk is taken seriously. There have been mass, 
demonstrations throughout Western Europe to end nuclear 
bomb tests. 

OPPOSITION TO H-BOMB TESTS 
The signatures of 9,000 world scientists, asking cessa

tion of H-bomb tests, are on the desk of UN Secretary-
General Dag Hammarskjold. Actually, the most significant 
statement, one which reflected the American people's 
desire for peace, was the one by Dr. Pickering of the need 
for "A unifying principle" to stop the mad rush toward 
war. (See TWO WORLDS column.) 

In any case, the desire for some respite from the war 
tensions, is so widespread that it is even affecting our 
politicians. Thus, the present new disarmament adviser to 
the President, Hans Bethe, has clashed with both Strauss 
and Teller who, it is felt, have lost all sense of proportion. 
Bethe, instead, felt that it was possible to go ahead with a 
test suspension without tying it to cessation of production 
of nuclear bombs, as had been the previous standpoint of 
Eisenhower-Dulles. 

WITHIN A HAIR'S BREADTH OF TOTAL WAR 
This new play at peace diplomacy was necessitated on 

both the international and national fronts: On the inter
national front, Russia's Foreign Minister Gromyko, sud-
dely accused the United States Strategic Air Command of 
bringing the world "within a hair's breadth" of total war. 

To make sure that W e s t e r n Europe heard him, 
Gromyko stated: "Reckless flights of American bombers 
extend the fearful shadow of atomic war to the British 
and the French, to the people of Western Germany, to the 
peoples of all countries who have been bound hand and 
foot by military commitments to the U. S. and who have 
allowed American atomic and rocket bases to be built on 
their territory." 

PROPAGANDA AND PUBLICITY 
All the American State Department could counter with 

was that the Russian blast was "pure propaganda," that 
"it was completely untrue" that a war could be triggered 
off accidentally by these Arctic flights. 

Suddenly, however, the peacemongering on only one 
side of the Iron Curtain has been taken out of Russia's 
hands. President Eisenhower asked Russia to join in a 
military control inspection system for the Arctic zone as 
"a significant first step." This, he said, would reduce 
"world tensions" and "mutual fears of surprise attack." 
It was Gromyko's turn to call the American action a 
"matter of sheer publicity." 

PEOPLE'S DESIRE FOR PEACE 
Sheer publicity it is, on both sides of the Iron Curtain, 

since neither intends to stop the headlong rush for world 
domination. Presently, however, the United States is in 
the midst of a recession. While Big Business and Congress 
are trying to break the unions and shackle labor with 
anti-labor legislation which would make the Taft-Hartley 
law look like child's play the great unrest among the 
American people is forcing the Administration to take a 
second look at its specialists in creating war tensions. 
This is the cause for Dulles' "new look." - > 

The deep desire of the people the world over is not 
for "peace diplomacy" but for genuine peace which can 
only come when the people have power in their own hands. 
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Readers 9 

UNEMPLOYED 
After the first of next 

month I lose my hospitali
zation so then I have to 
worry about what happens 
if I get sick. There's noth
ing in this world for a 
working man unless he 
has a job. If something 
happens when you're out 
of work you don't have 
a bit of security. And then 
when your unemployment 
insurance runs out after 
six months you're noth
ing but a pauper. 

Unemployed 
Los Angeles, Calif. 

* * * 
Nixon might think that 

there can not be a depres
sion here b e c a u s e the 
economy is so stable. I 
don't think, however, he 
could convince an unem
ployed worker who re
ported to the compensa
tion office that he had 
earned $10 the week be
fore and was told he was 
then e n t i t l e d to Vz a 
check and got another $10 
making the grand total of 
$20 for him and his family 
to live on. 

I wish Mr. Nixon had to 
live on that for just one 
week. 

Unemployed 
Detroit 

* * * 
They do not even try to 

get you a job at the unem
ployment office. They just 
go through the formality 
of asking if you looked for 
work and then hand over 
the check. 

What strikes me most of 
all when I go down there is 
how the hundreds of men 
and women standing in 
line represent a tremen
dous waste of human tal
ents and energy. It is a 
terrible waste of laber. 

Unemployed 
Los Angeles, Calif. 

* * * 
People think the crime 

wave is bad now, they 
haven't seen anything yet. 
Wait until the unemploy
ment checks run out, the 
families get hungry, and 
it will really be a crime 
wave. They won't wait un
til night, either, to do their 
stealing. They will do it 
in broad open daylight — -
and be ready for anybody 
that tries to stop them. 

Laid off Miner's Wife 
Scotts' Run, W. Va. 

$ * * 

Probably everyone has 
read a b o u t the ex-cab 
driver in Los Angeles who 
held up a bank with a 
water pistol and a bottle 
of colored water that he 
pretended was" acid. He 
has seven kids and a preg
nant wife and couldn't find 
a job to support them. He 
was caught a block away 
from the b a n k but so 
much publicity was given 
his case that w i t h i n a 
week he was r e l e a s e d 
from jail, given a choice 
of several jobs, a four 
bedroom home, new furni
ture and clothes and piles 
of groceries. 

The police are reported
ly very unhappy about all 
of the publicity given to 
this case because obvious
ly a precedent is set which 
makes it open field day on 
banks for a hard up unem
ployed family man. 

The papers have been 
full of letters to the editors 
on the subject. Most of 
them are written by other 
unemployed people. They 
write in about their gas 
and electricity being shut 
off, how they eat "meals" 
of potatoes and white gra
vy, about evictions. They 
w o n d e r if they can or 
should or will invest in a 
toy pistol. 

Reader 
Los Angeles 

* * * 
The official government 

line implies that the whole 
reason for the depression 
is the stupidity of the 
worker who won't spend 
his money but piles it up 
in the banks. Presumably 
if the worker would spend 
all the money he has ac
cumulated by cheating the 
poor capitalists the wheels 
of production would start 
turning again. 

They don't and won't 
make it clear that it is, in 
fact, the usual and not the 
exceptional thing for huge 
sums of money to accumu

l a t e in banks during a de
pression. But it is not the 
workers' money. That is 
a big joke but the kind of 
joke that is not a laugh
ing matter. The rich them
selves put their own mon
ey in the banks precisely 
because. they don't have 
any place to invest it pro
fitably. Instead of being 
the cause of depression the 
money in the banks is a 
sign of the actual depth 
of the depression. 

Wiped Out 
Los Angeles, Calif. 

* * * 
Every time I see them 

advertising about CARE 
packages to help the peo
ple overseas, I get so mad 
I feel like throwing some
t h i n g through that TV 
screen. Here we have mil
lions of people who don't 
know where their next 
meal is coming from, and 
they still want people here 
to send food to p e o p l e 
overseas. 

Laid off Miner 
Scott's Run, W. Va. 

* * * 
LEADERS & IMNKS 

We've got the cards all 
stacked against us. The 
company and District get 
together, throw out some
thing that benefits; the 
men and has been estab
lished for years and years. 
They then establish some
thing new, a g a i n s t the 
men, and say you can't do 
anything about it because 
it has already been estab
lished. What they estab
lish in a couple of hours 
throws out what had been 
established for yeass. 

Miner, 
* West Virginia 

We have to understand 
the trade union situation 
here. The workers them
selves do not attend trade 
union meetings. We are 
fortunate indeed that we 
live in these times when 
the situation is clear to 
the rank and file workers. 
I used to work in the 
union but not. now. The 
method of operation since 
R e u t h e r won complete 
control is entirely differ
ent from what it used to 
be. 

Take the vote in the 
elections just r e c e n t l y 
held, only 300 out of 8,000 
w o r k e r s in the shop 
turned out to vote. 
' Workers said it was the 
first time they've even 
known a worker to have 
his name on a slate and 
not even go to vote for 
himself. This worker told 
friends, even if elected to 
any post there's no way 
to function independently 
with the workers. The 
only possible thing you 
can be is a dupe or stooge 
for the Reuther controlled 
machine. 

I know if s o m e t h i n g 
really happened I would 
be there, like during the 
rank and file revolt. _ 

Production Worker 
Detroit 

There is a strong feel
ing among the workers I 
know that a strike should 
be avoided this Spring. 

The big q u e s t i o n is 
whether it will be possible 
to avoid a strike. The com
panies might force one on 
us and in that case there 
will be nothing to do but 
fight it out to the bitter 
end. 

The real tragedy is that 
the UAW p r o p o s a l for 
profit-sharing is not in
spiring anyone at this time 
to fight. The unemployed, 
in particular, are far more 
concerned about sharing 
the hours at a living wage 
with those who are still 
working. 

GM Trim Shop 
Los Angeles, Calif. 

* * * 
I was very exCited t© 

read in a tiny a r t i c l e 
buried in the back pages 
of a local newspaper about 
the sitdown strike orga
nized by some 60 women 
in a textile mill in Rhode 
Island. 

The strike must have 
lasted four or five days. 
The women r e f u s e d a 
company d e m a n d that 
they each be responsible 
for running 8 spinning 
machines. The women felt 
they were being worked 
hard enough by the four 
machines that each had 
been running up till then. 
The women left the plant 
only when they had won 
agreement from the com
pany on this point. 

Reader 
Los Angeles 
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Views 
Who says that people 

get government jobs be
cause they have more se
curity. A friend of mine 
is seriously ill, has, used 
up all his life savings for 
hospital bills, and now 
when he needs help, he 
neither has medical in
surance or sick benefits. 
Nor can he get relief be
cause he worked in an
other country and has not 
been living in the States 
for the past 3 years. This 
is what h a p p e n s to a 
working man after work
ing all his life. 

Disgusted 
Los Angeles 

NEGRO STRUGGLE 

I have read a series of 
a r t i c l e s from J. Edgar 
Hoover's book that is cur
rently being run in a 
daily paper. He deals with 
the Communists especially 
their methods of operation 
and their objective. No 
where in the book does he 
pose anything positive to 
oppose Communism. The 
only other thing he poses 
is thought control which 
to me is no different from 
everything that I have ex
perienced all my life in 
the S o u t h , w h e r e I 
couldn't speak or think as 
I wanted. 

I have also read some 
letters sent out by White 

. Citizen Councils of Geor
gia and Mississippi. They 
sent them to Northern 
newspapers and say t ha t 
every leading Negro in 
the South is Communist 
or has a connection with 
them. Every principal, in 
Negro schools, every na
tionally k n o w n Negro 
minister and every white 
liberal is accused. Their 
letters carry little else but 
the names.of these people, 
from Mrs. Roosevelt on 
down. Any one known to 
a s s o c i a t e with these 
named or any branch of 
the N.A.A.C.P. is a Com
munist. The letters con
cluded by- saying this is a 
Christian view of- Com
munism versus Segrega
tion. Their main purpose 
is to get as many North
erners to support their 
views. I wonder where 
Hoover s t a n d s on this. 
Will he mention the White 
Citizen Council in relation 
to the Negro? 

Negro production worker 
Detroit 

WAR AND PEACE 

All this missile talk and 
planes carrying H-bombs 
mean they want to go to 
war so bad. They don't 
want peace, things are so 
messed up they want a 
war. 

This time it will be here. 
P e o p l e in Europe have 
gone through all the other 
wars but the first time a 
bomb drops here not only 
with,thousands be killed, 

the whole nation will go 
crazy. 

White Southerner 
Chrysler Worker 
* * * 

They talk about the 
Russians have this and the 
Russians have that. All 
this rocket business is just 
a waste of money to me. 

Bus rider 
Detroit 

I just noticed that this 
year the Albert Einstein 
M e d a l and the $5,000 
award of the Lewis and 
Rosa S t r a u s s Memorial 
Fund will go to Edward 
Teller, "father of the H-
Bomb." 

The award is made to 
"an outstanding contribu
tor to human knowledge 
in the natural sciences." 

What a travesty that the 
medal struck in honor of 
Einstein, the scientist and 
humanitarian, should be 
awarded to Teller who 
pooh-poohs d a n g e r of 
radio active fall out and is 
so casual about the pros
pects of the annihilation 
of m a n k i n d through 
Atomic War. It is a slap 
at all those millions now 
demanding the cessation 
of atomic bomb tests. 

If making bombs is a 
contribution to h u m a n 
knowledge, what candi
date can we find for an 
award for acclaiming in
human knowledge? 

Young worker 
Detroit 

* * * 
READERS ABROAD 

It is one of the tragedies 
of c a p i't a 1 i s m that the 
working class and ' the in
tellectuals are cut off from 
each other; I should like 
to work towards bridging 
the gap from both sides 
. . . The a r t i c l e "TWO 
WORLDS" seems to run 
counter to your advice to 
me not to "be too anxious 
to have immediate practi
cal answers." I think that 
in s. world of H-bombs we 
need immediate practical 
answers, or at least we 
need to seek them, and 
fast! In a world where the 
Right gets its way through 
political parties, the Left 
needs political organiza
tion too and in America 
needs it badly. I hope to 
see more articles in the 
spirit of "TWO WORLDS" 
in coming issues. We need 
many other things, too; of 
course but We certainly 
do need a new working 
class party. The working 
class can't go on being 
p o l i t i c a l l y impotent, 
having to d e p e n d on 
squabbles: between the es-
s e n t i a 11 y palsy-walsy 
Democrats and Republi
cans to get a few crumbs 
now and then, and not 
even those with any cer
tainty. 

As for Russian Com
munism being the greatest 
tyranny, I think French 

colonialism, Franco's fal-
angism, Trujillo's dictator
ship in the Dominican 
Republic m a t c h it any
time—and who helps fi
nance them?!!! 

American in Paris, 
France 

When R u s s i a crushed 
the Hungarian Revolution, 
it smashed the C. P. in 
B r i t a i n . The best, free 
t h i n k i n g , independent 
members left and mem
bership fell by a b o u t 
9,000, the cream of the 
party. The majority of 
these went into the La
bour Party, where they 
split into two main sec
tions, T r o t s k y i s t and 
Marxist Humanist . . . 

You probably know the 
record of the L a b o u r 
Party which has constant
ly betrayed the British 
Workers. They also sup
ported the dropping of the 
A-Bomb on Japan, and 
introduced "nationaliza
tion." 

The C. P. switches its 
policy with the needs and 
wishes of the Soviet bur
eaucracy. I feel therefore 
that the ILP can be the 
Marxist party of the Bri
tish workers . . . 

I think we'll have a lot 
of unemployment here in 
the Jail Seasonal lay-offs, 
g o v e r n m e n t financial 
policy and the backwash 
of the American depres
sion will hit us badly. On 
top of this my father is out 
on strike . . . 

19 year old 
Leeds, Gt. Britain 

I am a keen reader of 
your paper and have a 
few regrets. One is . . . that 
you don't seem to be get
ting a n y contributions 
from Britain despite the 
fact that we have no paper 
like yours here. It's a vital 
paper to the working 
classes, who suffer far 
morex in Britain than is 
g e n e r a l l y realised in 
America . . . 

British papers carried 
the incident of the Atom 
bomb that was dropped by 
accident in the U.S. Many 
people have no confidence 
in the statement that it 
would not h a p p e n in 
B r i t a i n as precautions 
would be more strict. The 
American authorities, the 
papers reported, said they 
were happy that the bomb 
had dropped as it proved 
their point that it could 
not explode due to lack 
of connection. P e o p l e 
wrote in to the papers pro
testing about this state
ment for people had been 
injured. At present the 
nations are flirting with 
death and one day some
thing terrible will surely 
happen. 

V. T. 
Gt. Britain 

TWO WORLDS 
One-Halt Hour From Total Destruction 

Dr. W. H. Pickering, director of California Institute of 
Technology and responsible for the successful launching 
of the Explorer, warns that mankind is 30 minutes from 
total destruction:- "We are sorely in need of some principle 
that will save mankind from mutual annihilation . . . We 
can't find it by building anti-missiles to shoot down other 
missiles. We need a unifying principle. I don't know just 
where we will find it, but find it we must." 

This awareness of being one-half hour away from 
total destruction permeates the young generation as well 
as the older one, with this very fundamental difference: 
instead of retreating to the ivory tower that now builds 
these destructive weapons, college youth are turning 
toward the Marxist theory of liberation which would 
unify mental and manual work in a totally new way of 
life. This became especially clear to me in the tour of 
West Coast ..colleges where I spoke on MARXISM AND 
FREEDOM. ' 

COLLEGE YOUTH TURN OUT TO HEAR 
LECTURES ON MARXISM AND FREEDOM 

The first thing that was outstanding about the present 
tour, as contrasted to a tour a year ago before publication 
of MARXISM AND FREEDOM, was the a 11 e n d a n c e. 
Where, before, the. usual attendance was 25-50, this time 
each appearance brought out between 100 to 200 and, in 
one case, over 500. Where, before, the audience was mainly 
"a captive one"—that is to say, it was the regular session 
of some economics, sociology or philosophy class—this time 
the attendance was voluntary. No credit was given for 
attendance and the meetings were generally held either 
at noon time or at 4 p.m., that is to say, at the end of the 
school day. In one case, in San Francisco, the meeting 
was held in the evening and this brought out an adult 
audience, with a goodly number of workers, longshoremen, 
among them. In addition to the total of 2,000 students 
that heard me, many more thousands saw and heard me 
on radio and TV. 

The second significant feature of the present tour was 
the urgency of the questions, as contrasted to the academic 
nature of the questions a year ago. For example in a 
lecture on "The Present Trends in the Russian Economy," 
I spoke about the fact that the Russian people themselves 
would overthrow Communism. I was then asked whether 
the Russian people, especially the youth, would follow 
"the Wes t " I said that I doubted that because they 
wouldn't be overthrowing Communism, which "is just 
another name for state-capitalism; in order to get back to 
private capitalism which brought this world crisis about; 
that the Russian people were searching for a totally new 
way of life and we weren't helping them by the Little Rock 
situations which were exposing the Achilles heel of 
American democracy. One student said: "You mean it 
isn't the Communist propoganda that created Little Rocks; 
that we did by our failure to give the Negro people full 
democratic rights? And if that is what you mean, what can 
we do about it?" 

In another lecture on "The A m e r i c a n Roots, of 
Marxism," I was asked why was the least known part of 
Marxism; its' American heritage. "Is it because our edu
cational system does not teach us all that we should know 
about our own history?" When I replied that from the days 
of the Abolitionists through the CIO to the present wild
cats on Automation American humanism has moved in a 
direction that paralleled that of Marxist thought, when 
he lived and even now, I was asked whether I considered 
Marx had the answer to today's Automation when he 
pointed out that it was not the machine which shortened 
the working day "but the struggle of the workingnien." 

WORKER AND INTELLECTUAL 
The question that kept cropping up, whether the talk 

was on Russia or America or the programs of both for 
the so-called under-developed countries, was how could 
the intellectuals help workers when the lives of one and 
the other are so different and why should they "give up" 
their mental work, which is so much more interesting than 
that of manual laborers. When I asked if they were satis
fied with the fact that their intellectual work had brought 
about the ICBM but not the unifying principle, that could 
win the global struggle for the mind of man, some one 
asked, could science have developed differently "if, instead 
of development for war purposes, science could have de
veloped alongside the struggles of the workingmen for a 
different society?" 

There is no doubt that the hardest thing for intellect
uals to comprehend is that the impulses for a new society 
come from the workers and not from themselves; that 
intellectuals aren't "giving up" anything except their own 
fragmentation when they associate with workers, and that 
they, as well as workers, must meet the challenge of the 
times: When civilization as we have known it is but 30 
minutes away from annihilation, it is not the time to 
think that 1958 would be a turning point in history where 
history would fail to turn. That is a fatal illusion that is 
not shared by the great majority of the American youth. 

—R.D. 



Page Six NEWS & LETTERS April 30, 1958 

Y O U T H 
Thinking It Out 

WENDELL PHILLIPS 
Wendell Phillips was one 

of America's greatest Abo
litionists. He devoted his 
life to the cause of emanci
pating the Negro s l a v e . 
Much of his work was done 
on the lecture platform, as 
he was a great orator. He 
had a great t a l e n t for 
speaking and writing, and 
so he took this talent and 
used it for the freeing of 
an enslaved people. 

There are many of his 
speeches that are particu
larly profound and brilliant, 
but there is one quotation of 
Phillips that, as a youth, I 
am particularly impressed 
•with. He was an Aboli
tionist, but he s p o k e for 
youth when he said, " . . . 
And to you, my young 
friends, who have been cau-
.tioned a g a i n s t exciting 
topics and adyised to fold 
your hands in selfish ease, I 
would say, INot so; throw 
yourselves upon the altar of 
some noble cause. To rise 
in the morning only to eat 
and drink, and gather gold— 
that is a life not worth liv
ing. Enthusiasm is the life 
of the soul'." 

"BE PRACTICAL" 
This quotation is as time

ly as if it had been said to
day. Parents are still fight
ing their sons and daugh
ters on what is "practical" 
when planning a life, and 
what is not. You are told 
that no matter how rotten 
this world is you must live 
in it and like it. Above all 
don't waste your t ime try
ing to better it. "It isn't 
practical." 

For myself I don't want to 
sit back "and fold my 
hands." I may be young, 
but I know that happiness 
doesn't come from "gather
ing gold." Our p a r e n t s 
would have us believe that 
to be able to live in com
fort and to be socially ac

cepted is the only "practical 
way of life." If you can 
have these things, fine, but 
I can't see sacrificing an 
ideal, my only reason for 
living, for these "practical" 
things. I want more from 
life than what I see around 
me. Life is a struggle, and 
if I must live and struggle, 
it's going to have to be 
worth the trouble. 
ALLOWS NO 
QUESTIONING 

I know an English teacher 
who would have her stu
dents believe that they must 
not q u e s t i o n , they must 
merely accept. She became 
very indignant when some 
of her pupils wrote reviews 
on some classic essays and 
criticized them. According 
to her, these were great and 
established, and the students 
had absolutely no right to 
criticize. On the contrary, 
anyone has the right to ques
tion anything. It is ques
tioning and criticism from 
youth that will help to bring 
us to total freedom. 

W h e n Wendell Phillips 
t a l k s of t h e s e things in 
youth, it is not idle talk. 
He came from a wealthy, 
socially established family. 
He had a brilliant future as 
a lawyer. He broke from all 
thisj and became an Aboli
tionist, and thereby made 
himself an outcast. He re
fused to practice law under 
a Constitution which upheld 
slavery. From the accounts 
of his life it seems he led a 
happy and full life. He had 
a difficult life, of course, 
but it is not the difficulties 
and struggles that makes 
life unbearable, it is when 
all you do is, "To rise in the 
morning to eat and drink and 
gather gold—-this is a life 
not worth living." I want 
my life to be something dif
ferent. 

—Caroline Goldsmith 

MY VICE PRINCIPAL 
About two weeks ago, my 
buddy and I lit up a cigar
ette on the way home from 
school. We were two blocks 
f rom,the school when who 
should appear, but the vice-
principal of the school. He 
took our cigarettes and 
marched us back to his of
fice. He then gave us a lec
ture on everything else but 
what we were picked up for. 

When I asked him for a 
few good reasons why he 
objected to kids smoking 
after they got about two or 
three blocks a w a y from 
school, he said, "Supposing 
you were a grown man and 
had a wife and family and 
you died of lung cancer be
cause of smoking. I would 
have to pay more taxes to 
feed your family!" 

When I told him that I 
wasn't married and still in 
school, he said, "Most fires 
at school are started by kids 
who smoke." What I don't 
get is that we were two long 
blocks from school at the 
time. 

MOTHERS CALLED 
A few days later he picked 

me and the same kid up 
again for the same reason, 
this time about five long 
blocks from school. He said, 
"Bring your mothers in to
morrow, you're suspended." 

We brought our mothers 
into school and everything 
was settled. But my buddy's 
mother told the vice-princi
pal off good. She said, "Don't 
you have anything .better to 
do than to sneak up on kids 
from alleys and side streets 
to see if they're smoking?" 

Teenager, 
Los Angeles 

I believe in the idea of 
free college for anyone who 
wants it, but if that educa
tion is only aimed at creat
ing more scientists to work 
on missiles, I, as a woman, 
wouldn't want any part of 
it. 

I think science should be 
pursued for the purpose of 
making people's lives easier 
and better, not shortening 
those lives. 

—Housewife 

MARXISM & FREEDOM 

—The Paris Commune 

I have been r e a d i n g 
"Marxism and Freedom," 
by Raya Dunayevskaya. It 
is a powerful book show
ing the road to freedom 
being taken by working 
people in their search for 
a new and totally human 
life. There is a section on 
the Paris Commune which 
brought to mind the time 
when I was a teenager, 
although the section does 
not deal with youth. 

It took me back because 
I remember that as a 
teenager I was convinced 
that there must be some
thing b e t t e r than the 
world I lived in, where 
the cold war could be
come hot at any moment 
and the whole of civiliza
tion wiped out by either 
of the two major powers, 
where life seemed mean
ingless and c h e a p , and 
where the future of hu
manity is not only a ques
tion mark, but the present 
is so i n t o l e r a b l e that 
everyone lives for that 
mystical " f u t u r e " when 
they can retire. 

VISION OF THE 
FUTURE 

This section on the Paris 
Commune shows me that 
"something better" that I 
was so desperately search
ing for as a youth. It 
shows a vision of the fu
ture in the a c t i v i t y of 
o r d i n a r y people who 
broke up, if only briefly, 
the old forms of labor, 
v o t i n g , education, etc., 
which were stifling their 
creative abilities, and cre
ated new and free forms 
of labor where every day 
of work seemed an adven
ture in social living rather 
than a burden you endure 
in order to eat. 

Although the Commune 
lasted only two months 
before it was bloodily put 
down, it left us a heritage 
of democracy where to 
quote Marx, "The condi
tion of freedom for one 
becomes the condition for 
freedom for all." Parlia
ment became a working 
body instead of a talking 
shop. All judges and re
presentative were subject 
to recall. Public servants 
were put on a workman's 
wage. Education was open 
and free to all. And above 
all, workers decided their 
own conditions of labor. 
Workers appointed shop 
and bench foremen and 
could also dismiss them. 
A factory committee met 
every night to plan the 
next day's work. 

To see that the Paris 
Commune existed at all is 
to see what could be today, 
and most important, what 
truly f r e e l y associated 
laborers are capable of 
doing. That vision of a 
human way of working 
and living arising from 
this chaotic world we live 
in is exactly what "Marx
ism and Freedom" gives 
to its readers. 

VALUE OF 
HUMAN BEING 

Los_ Angeles—In an Ameri
can Literature class there 
was a discussion of an essay 
that Ralph Emerson wrote 
c a l l e d , "Compensation." 
After a while the discussion 
turned to the compensation 
of war. 

One student started the 
discussion by saying that 
war brought many scientific 
advances faster. He said that 
the airplane was developed 
much faster b e c a u s e of 
World War II. 

Another student immedi
ately said, "How can you 
compensate for the life of a 
human being? What is his 
value?" 

Some of the reasons given 
in favor of wars were: Over
population, w o m e n were 
given a chance to show that 
they can do men's work, and 
preserving the American 
way of life. 

One of the reasons given 
against war was that if all 
the money that was spent 
for war and defense was 
spent for scientific advance
ment, we would be further 
ahead in science than we are 
now. 

I wonder if our govern
ment, or any government 
thinks of what this student 
said, "How can you compen
sate for a human life? What 
is its value?" when they 
vote for war. 

Co-op Nursery 
LOS ANGELES.—The Co

operative nursery school is 
d i f f e r e n t from any other 
nursery school or place of 
learning I have ever come 
in contact with. Every other 
type of school acts as an in
stitution apart and separate 
from the family. The basic 
idea of the Co-op is to bring 
together the process of learn
ing and the family unit. 

How is this done? The 
mother is required to work 
one day of each school week 
on the grounds with the 
children. The father is re
quested to donate two hours 
a month for maintenance. 
There are membership meet
ings for parents and teach
ers to 4take up all problems. 
Fees are much lower than 
any other type of nursery 

What 's Right for One 
Should Be Right for A l l 

OSAGE, W. Va.—With the 
changes made behind the 
scenes, in the lay-off at No. 
15, a lot of men were not 
aware that decisions were 
made affecting their sen
iority or their classifications. 
Every time a new decision 
was made, one of the mine 
committeemen w o u l d go 
around to all the men he 
knew might be affected and 
told them about it. 

The result of this was that 
many men were coming into 
the super's o f f i c e to get 
themselves straightened out. 
The super was not happy 
about this- development and 
told the committeeman to 
"quit bringing all of these 
men in here." 

The committeeman t o l d 
him, "Whenever any changes 
are made, the men ought tp 
know a b o u t them. Every
man out there needs his job, 
and I don't want to see any 
favorites p l a y e d . What is 
right for one man, should be 
right ior all of them, and I'll 
keep on bringing them in so 
long as a man is right." 

school because of this parti
cipation by parents on all 
levels. 

The last m e m b e r s h i p 
meeting showed, however, 
how difficult it is to put the 
full ideals of the Co-op into 
practice today. The question 
arose of how to get the 
fathers more involved in the 
educational p r o c e s s . All 
kinds of schemes were pro
posed but the fact remained 
that much as everyone want
ed the school to be a true 
co-operative the men just 
don't have the time to come 
down and be with their kids 
at school during the day. It 
was not only the time ques
tion. The women felt that 
the men by and large had 
the age old conception that 
c h i l d r e n are "women's 
work." 

Everyone spoke intensely 
at the meeting. Even shy 
women who are not used to 
expressing themselves gave 
voice to the idea that hus
bands should be drawn into 
the educational work of the 
school. 

—Teacher 

WENDELL PHILLIPS 
—On the Southern Way of Life 

"And by the South I mean likewise a principle, and 
not a locality, an element of civil life, in fourteen rebellious 
States. I mean an element which, like the days of Queen 
Mary and the Inquisition, cannot tolerate free speech, and 
punishes it with the stake. I mean the aristocracy of the 
skin, which considers, the Declaration of Independence a 
sham and democracy a snare—which believes that one-
third of the race is Tjorn booted and spurred, and the other 
two-thirds ready saddled for that third to ride. I mean a 
civilization which prohibits the Bible by statute to every 
sixth man of its community, and puts a matron in a felon's 
cell for teaching a black sister to read! I mean the intel
lectual, social aristocratic South—the thing that manifests 
itself by barbarism and the bowie-knife, by bullying and 
lynch-law, by ignorance and idleness, by the claim of one 
man to own his brother, by statutes making it penal for 
the State of Massachusetts to bring an action in her courts, 
by statutes, standing on the books of Georgia today, offer
ing five thousand dollars for the head of William Lloyd 
Garrison. That South is to be annihilated. (Loud applause). 
The totality of my common sense—or whatever you may 
call it—is this, all summed up in dne word: This country 
will never know peace nor union until the South (using 
the word in the sense I have described) is annihilated, and 
the North is spread over it . . . Our struggle therefore is 
between barbarism and civilization!" 
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News & Letters Criticized 

Comments on a Production Workers Article 
I was very pleased to see 

that you printed an article 
by an auto worker in which 
he.stated how he would like 
to see the rights of the pro
duction worker incorporated 
into the 1958 contract. (News 
& Letters, December 1957). 
WHAT KIND OF WORK? 
* Central to his conception 

were the demands that shop 
grievances be settled in the 
shop and immediately, that 
workers fully control the 
union and their representa
tives, that lily white depart
ments be completelly elim
inated, that the men elimin
ated from their jobs be xe-
stored (presumably through 
the 30-40 p r o p o s a l ) . He 
showed how these demands 
were once the backbone of 
the union, not the struggle 
for a few pennies. 

I have seen a lot of pro
grams put out in the unions. 
None of them so concretely 

defied the existing order as 
to call for the abandonment 
of the grievance procedure 
steps and have the concerned 
workers do the negotiating. 
Every e l e c t i o n time the 
cliques — Reuther and anti-
Reuther — are willing to 
promise you the moon but 
they make clear that there 
are certain "practical" limi
tations. These limits are two
fold. 

One is the "hard core" at
titude of the company on 
questions which relate to its 
fundamental c o n t r o 1 over 
production a n d discipline. 
There is no point in propos
ing to change thepe, so the 
clique says, because the com
pany will not agree. 

The s e c o n d "practical" 
limit is that the clique lead
ers are so convinced of their 
inherent mental superiority 
over the rank and file that 
they can not visualize a sit-

as 

An Appeal To Our Readers 
(Continued from Page 1) | | 

than ever before. We all have to share the load to- | | 
gether, and all you readers are welcome to come to ; | 
the editors' meetings." I 

* * * 1 ¾ 
-¾. 

NEGROES recognize the truth in News & Letters | 
because we pull no punches in our columns. Our J 
articles go to the heart of the question because they | 
recognize the basic truth that the everyday struggles § 
of the most oppressed are of the greatest importance | 
for total freedom and emancipation. :¾ 

Our "Report From the South," (January 1957); | 
and our report on "Little Rock, U.S.A.," (Oct. 1957) f 
show why workers and Negroes say "This paper tells i 
the truth." I 

* * * $1 
YOUTH, who today are among the most abused i| 

and slandered in the whole world, welcome News & §| 
Letters because here is a place where they can write | 
what they think and feel and want, without someone f 
telling them what they "ought" to write. ' I 

* * * j§ 
INTELLECTUALS also welcome NEWS & LET- | 

TERS not only because they are frustrated in their j 
daily lives and professions, but because here they | 
can read and learn of events, and daily struggles, and | | 
workers' movements, and a way of thinking which § 
hold a promise for the future. 

* * * ' I 
READERS from as far as England, Scotland, | 

France, even from as far away as oppressed South | 
Africa, have written how important it is for them to § 
get the picture of America which appears in News & | | 
Letters. They are happy to see a paper where workers | 
can write what they think. 

Invariably, they say they wish there were such a | 
paper as ours in their country. | 

* * * il 
WHEN THE rank and file auto workers, particu- | 

larly at Chrysler, and especially at Local 212, re- | 
volted against both management and Union bureau- | 
crats for their brutal introduction of Automation, | 
some of them went to all the papers in Detroit—but | 
none would print their stories. f 

News & Letters did, and we were the only paper | 
to report Opposition which appeared against Reuther § 
at the special UAW convention last January. I 

WHEN THE MINERS fight the man-killing poli- | 
eies of the coal operators and the callous arrogance of | 
the District Union, News & Letters supports their | 
struggles editorially and by telling the world. | 

That's why we ask all who read and like our f 
paper to contribute as much as they can to keep it | 
going. | 

Please use the coupon below and mail it in at | 
once. I 
News & Letters I 
8067 Grand River | 
Detroit 4, Mich. | . 

• Here is my contribution of $...: to help I 
assure that News & Letters will continue to appear. 

• I shall send you $ a month. My 
pledge for this month is enclosed. 
Name (Please Pr in t ) : .". 
Address ;. 
City Zone State 

uation where the rank and 
file could win any demands 
without their silvery lawyer 
tongues. Any worker who 
thinks otherwise is to them 
a trouble maker, unrealistic, 
anti-union and a dupe of the 
company. 
HUMAN RIGHTS 
MORE IMPORTANT 

In sharp contrast to these 
f a l s e attitudes there are 
many articles in past issues 
of News & Letters which in
corporate an entirely differ
ent approach. The basis of 
this new approach is that 
the h u m a n rights of the 
workers are far more im
portant than the production 
code of the company. Almost 
every workers' article con
tains, either explicitly or im
plicitly, e x a c t l y how he 
would reconstruct his union, 
his factory, production, his 
family life and all of his re
lationships with other peo
ple to gain this end. 

But as it is I have seen 
workers in my union shop 
read several issues of News 
& Letters with great inter
est and approval and say, 
"This is O.K. I recognize that-j 
.this is what workers are say
ing. But so what?" 

What is wrong? I believe 
that the answer is to be 
found in what happens to 
the workers' article after it 
is published, the way it is 
in a certain sense ignored. 
Take the present article un
der discussion. It is a typical 
case. The very next issue 
(January) did not mention 
it. The very fine lead article 
in January did call for put
ting the union back in the 
hands of the workers but this 
was far less concrete than 
the other worker proposed in 
December w h e n he said 
grievances should be settled 
at the shop level and im
mediately. 

What I am getting at is 
that once a worker's article 
is printed and he shows he 
is coming to some concrete 
solutions News & Letters 
does not meet this worker 
half way and develop a form 
where his contribution could 
be carried from issue to issue 
and be a basis for discussion 
and development by others, 
workers and interested in
tellectuals. 

Skilled Worker 
Los Angeles 

Editors Note: Because we 
could not come out with a 
new .January issue in time 
for the UAW Convention, we 
reprinted two thousand cop
ies of the December 1957 is
sue for distribution to the 
convention. The front page 
was marked to call atten
tion to the article, "Produc
tion Workers Want Their 
Rights in the '58 UAW Con
tract". That is how we "ig
nored"' the production work
er's contribution on the con
tract-to-be. 

The January 31 issue had 
the front page r e p o r t on 
short work week, which the 
workers w a n t e d , for his 
"profit sharing" scheme. Fin
ally 3 full columns were de
voted to what workers at the 
convention did want in the 
contract. We were the only 
ones in the whole country 
who quoted the workers' 
own statements under head
ing "Opposition to Reuther's 
Profit - Sharing Centers on 
Shorter W e e k , Production 
Standards, Unemployment." 

A DOCTOR SPEAKS 
By M.D. 

STRESS IN OUR TIMES 

Homeostasis is a condition in which body activities are 
in a state of equilibrium. This does not mean stagnation, 
but a process of balance, wherein the mental and physical, 
the chemical and hormonal relationships are harmoniously 
coordinated. This is a state of health. 

To maintain homeostasis, continual fine adjustment of 
the body to its environment and of the organs and tissue 
to their internal mileau is going on. The response to 
stimuli received by our senses is rapidly manifested by 
changes in our internal organs, the lungs, the heart and 
its blood channels, the stomach and intestines. 

Whenever impulses enter the body that are too intense 
or too frequent for normal adjustment to follow, a state 
of stress sets in. Here there is internal pressure—violence, 
and the, body seeks to re-establish equilibrium on a new 
level by releasing various - hormonal and chemical sub
stances from its factories, the nerve center and glands. 
It may be able to create a balance at a new and higher 
plane but at a price. For the pressure on any particular 
target organ may cause it to falter, and the functional 
and structural adjustment required to support it, bring 
on a state of disease. It is this concept of disease from 
colds to cancer, that is making h e a d w a y in modern 
medicine. 

HIGH PRICE TO PAY 
Stress dominates much of our living today. Here is 

an interesting item from a recent medical journal: 
The conductors of London buses who run up and down 

between the upper and lower seating areas have lower 
rates for heart attacks than the driver who remains seated 
on duty. The drivers are subject to stresses far beyond 
those affecting the conductors; particularly the need-for 
tense alertness. 

There is a critical period in the lives of men who 
retire. It is a phase of adjustment during which stress is 
high and mortality greatest. Worry over how to manage 
financially, and fear of helplessness are the underlying 
factors. Adjustment is greatly facilitated by retiring to 
something rather than from something. The significance 
of human activity should certainly be no less after than 
before separation from the wage system. 

What characterizes life in our times is the disregard 
of its inner necessity—equilibrium in motion or homeo
stasis. For this we are paying a high price in sickness. 

REPORTS FROM THE SHOPS:" 

Joe, a friend of mine, told me of a talk he had with 
an International Representative. He is expecting to be cut 
off from his position and put back in the shop to work. 
As International Representative he is making over $8,000 
a year, plus his expense account. Now he is yelling how 
he will not be able to live on what he'll make in the shop. 

Joe told him he made it all right before he got the 
job on the union staff. He told Joe, that now he was buy
ing a $20,000 home in an exclusive neighborhood and his 
associates, are higher class people. He was crying that he 
will lose all this. Joe asked him what he thought of all the 
thousands of workers that had no job? Before he could 
answer, Joe said, "but you guys never think of workers 
anyway." 

* *v * 
A railroad worker said that in his union the leaders 

of his local have just worked Out an agreement with their 
International office, to the effect that a worker in produc
tion can not send a grievance or any complaint to the In
ternational without the sanction of the local union officers 
first. 

In other words the union officers have to hear or read 
your complaint and if they reject it that is as far as it gets. 
Sometimes they tell a worker they will revise it for him. 
When this happens they not only revise it but re-word it 
so that not a word the worker wrote in his original state
ment is included. 

* * * 
DEPRESSION NOTES: 

Unemployed—Mid April—5,120,000. 
Working short weeks—Mid March—2,300,000. 

We reprint, without com
ment, from the CAPITAL 
TIMES, Madison, Wisconsin, 
Monday, April 28, 1958: 

V O U SAY: "Sen. McClel-
Ian (D-Ark) has thrown a 

searchlight on the misuse of 
labor union funds." 

But why was McClellan so 
indifferent to the use of oil 
company funds when it was 
found that $2,500 had been 
left in $100 bills for Sen 

Case, of South Dakota? This 
was only a small part of the 
big sums paid out by oil to 
pass the Natural Gas pill . 

The majority leader of 
the Senate, J o h n s o n of 
T e x a s , and the minority 
leader of the Senate, Know-
land of California, both oil 
states, picked McClellan for 
the cover-up job. Sen. Mc-
Clellan's law firm in Ark
ansas has been the repre

sentative of Big Oil interests. 
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Workers Know It's Getting Worse 
(Continued from Page 1) , a n e x a m p l e , bu t t h e s a m e ap-

p loyed worke r s , those r e 
ceiving s u p p l e m e n t a r y bene 
fits, w h o a re ac tua l ly ge t t i ng 
m o r e m o n e y t h a n those w h o 
a r e w o r k i n g 2 and 3 days a 
week . 

N e i t h e r t h e u n e m p l o y e d 
w h o do get s u p p l e m e n t a l 
u n e m p l o y e d b e n e f i t s , 
s h a r e the "conf idence" 
t h a t I k e a n d h i s made- to -
o r d e r e x p e r t s h a v e in th is 
sys tem. T h e memor i e s of 
bo th t h e G r e a t Depress ion 
and the war s a re too vivid 
in t he i r l ives. 

" E M E R G E N C Y B I L L S " 
• T h e bills be ing in t roduced 

b y the pol i t ic ians a re all 
des igned to g ive a boost to 
business in the s p h e r e of t h e 
m a r k e t . E v e n t h e defense 
spend ing , a l t hough bil l ions 
a r e be ing proposed, can h a v e 
l i t t le effect on u n e m p l o y 
m e n t . T h e w o r k t h e r e , p r i m 
ar i ly on -missiles, wi l l p ro 
v ide w o r k for b u t a handfu l 
of h igh ly skil led technic ians . 

A t a x cut cannot he lp 
those n o w ou t of w o r k ; 
spend ing for publ ic w o r k s 
on a mun ic ipa l and na t iona l 
basis can h a v e b u t a piece
m e a l effect. T h e road bill 
w i l l p rov ide m o n e y p r i m a r 
i ly for m a c h i n e r y and m a 
te r i a l s—modern r o a d con
s t ruc t ion r equ i r e s a lot of 
mach ine ry , b u t few m e n . As 
for these machines , t h e r e a re 
t h o u s a n d s of t h e m in storage-
jus t wa i t i ng to be ordered . 

. T h e only m e a s u r e thus 
fa r .proposed w h i c h wil l 
" h e l p " those laid off is the 
e x t e n s i o n of u n e m p l o y 
m e n t benefi ts . This can 
h a r d l y be called a solut ion 
to t h e p rob lem. 

Of all t h e proposed p ro 
g r a m s des igned to counte r 
act t h e con t inu ing down
w a r d t r end , n o n e of t h e m 
touch on t h e cont rad ic t ion 
t ha t p roduces t h e economic 
cr ises . 

A L L F R O M T H E 
B A C K S O F T H E W O R K E R S 

T h e m i n e r s can be t a k e n as 

A Book f o r Every Worker 

Marxism & Freedom 
. . . from 1776 until Today 

by RAY A DUNAYEVSKAYA 

Preface by 
Herber t Marcuse 

This anti-Communist study of 
the American roots of Marx
ism relates man's struggles 
for freedom from the start of 
the factory system, nearly 200 
years ago, to the sputniks of 
today 

pr ice: $6 

order from: 
NEWS & LETTERS 

8067 Grand River 
Detroit 4. Michigan 

plies to eve ry w o r k e r in 
every indus t ry . 

Las t y e a r t h e Consol ida
t ion Coal C o m p a n y h a d a n e t 
profit of $26 miLion. This 
is after a l l t he sa lar ies 
of t h e officials w e r e pa id ; 
af ter all t h e e q u i p m e n t was 
bough t ; after p a y i n g ex
penses for r emode l l ing and 
bu i ld ing n e w p l a n t s ; af ter 
p a y i n g 40c p e r ton of coai 
m i n e d in to the U M W Wel
fare F u n d ; af ter pay ing t h e 
wages of t h e cler ical w o r k 
ers ; af ter p a y i n g the wages 
of t h e m i n e r s w h o actual ly 
p roduced the coal. 

Ye t e v e r y p e n n y .of th i s 
m o n e y w a s m a d e by one 
g r o u p a n d one g r o u p 
alone: t h e m i n e r s w h o ac- . 
tua l ly p roduced t h e coal in 
t h e mines . 

This is no t to indica te t h a t 
some of the th ings t h a t t h e 
o the r people do a re not nec 
essa ry ; it s imply po in t s out 
t h a t t h e who le organiza t ion 
of 4 h e coal c o m p a n y is bu i l t 
on t h e backs of the m i n e r s a t 
t h e po in t of p roduc t ion . I t 
also gives some indica t ion of 
h o w l i t t le t he m i n e r s rece ive 
in t e r m s of t h e s u m to ta l 
w h i c h t h e y p roduce . 

T h e s a m e t h i n g appl ies 
to eve ry indus t ry , and it 
t akes l i t t le imag ina t ion to 
see tha t t he who le s t ruc
t u r e of society, local, na 
t iona l a n d in t e rna t iona l , is 
bui l t on t h e backs , and 
f rom t h e sweat , of t h e 
w o r k e r s t h e w o r l d over . 

Al l t h a t t h e w o r k e r s ge t i n 
r e t u r n is t h e g rea tes t u n e m 
p l o y m e n t s ince t h e depres 
sion d a y s ; a n d pa r t i a l ly e m 
p loyed w o r k e r s w i t h o u t 
enough m o n e y to suppor t 
t he i r families. Fac ing t h e m 
as an- " a l t e r n a t i v e ' is a 
nuc lea r w a r t ha t m i g h t de
s t roy civil ization a l toge ther . 

E v e r y t h i n g f rom educa t ion 
to t h e Spu tn ik , f rom " h e l p " 
t o t h e " u n d e r - deve loped 
coun t r i e s " to b r i n k - o f - w a r 
s t r a tegy , is going in t h e s a m e 
di rec t ion as Russ ian s t a t e 
capitalism-—only f rom t h e 
opposi te side of t h e I ron Cur 
t a in and for i ts own type of 
domina t ion . O n l y one t h i n g 
t h e Admin i s t r a t i on is fai l ing 
to r e m e m b e r and t h a t is t h e 
A m e r i c a n people wi l l no t 
pass ive ly see itself b r o u g h t 
e i t he r to a to t a l i t a r i an t y p e 
of g o v e r n m e n t or to war . I n 
deed t h e w a r tens ions and 
t h e res t lessness caused b y 
the recession a re compel l ing 
t h e Admin i s t r a t i on to h a v e a 
second look a t bo th i ts do-
no th ing domest ic policy, and 
i ts f o r e i g n policy. (See 
E D I T O R I A L ) . 
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Wil l iam Heikki la , w h o 
w a s born in F i n l a n d and 
en te red t h e coun t ry at t h e 
age of 2Y2 m o n t h s , w a s 
p icked u p after w o r k in 
San Francisco, by the U.S. 
Dept . of Jus t i ce and w i t h 
in a n h o u r h a d been f lown 
ou t of t h e coun t ry . H e w a s 
not p e r m i t t e d to notify his 
wife, call a l a w y e r , pack 
a bag or to obta in funds . 
A U.S. G o v e r n m e n t p l a n e 
took the m a n to Van
couver, B.C., w h e r e h e w a s 
placed on a commerc ia l 
p l ane to F in land . 

Heikki la , w h o is accused 
of be ing a fo rmer Com
munis t , said, " S u r e I was a 
C o m m u n i s t in 1929 to 1939 
in Minnesota . B u t from 
t h e t ime I left t h e r e for 
San Franc isco I h a v e h a d 
no th ing to do w i t h polit ics. 
F o r m a n y y e a r s I h a v e ap 
pl ied for A m e r i c a n Citi
zenship bu t it has no t been 
g ran t ed . " 

F e d e r a l J u d g e E d w a r d 
P . Mui 'phy h a s o rdered t h e 
Dept . of Jus t i ce and the 
Immigra t i on Serv ice to r e 
t u r n t h e m a n to t h e Un i t ed 
Sta tes . In issuing t h e o rder 
h e s ta ted, " T h e a c t i o n 
smacks of Gestapo, rack 
and t h u m b s c r e w . " 

T h e na t i onwide publ ic
i ty on t h e case has jus t 
p r e v e n t e d a n o t h e r m a n , 
Wi l l i am A. Mackie , w h o 
came he re , age 10 m o n t h s , 
f rom t h e s a m e fa te . B u t i t 
t akes no t too m u c h imagi 
na t ion to see t ha t t h e I m 
mig ra t i on D e p a r t m e n t , t h e 
FBI , a n d who le D e p a r t 
m e n t of Jus t i ce is act ing 
w i t h lack of concern for 
t h e civil r i gh t s of people 
w h o h a v e l ived al l t he i r 
l ives i n th is coun t ry . 

* * s= 

POLAND 

To save his r eg ime , 
G o m u l k a was forced to 
g r a n t ve ry l imi ted forms 
of W o r k e r s Counci ls as t h e 
resu l t of t h e 1956 demon
s t ra t ions . N o w u n d e r p r e s 
su re f rom Russ ia t h e 
r igh t s of t h e W o r k e r s 
Counci ls a r e be ing abol
ished. 

Speak ing to the Pol i sh 
T r a d e s Un ion Congress , 
Gomulka u r g e d t h a t t h e 
W o r k e r s Counci l g ive w a y 
to organizat ions m o r e sus
cept ib le to p a r t y cont ro l 
and discipl ine. H e fu r the r 
dec la red s t r ikes to be 
il legal. T r a d e Unions can 
no longer be • i ndependen t 
of t h e C o m m u n i s t P a r t y . 

As t h e re su l t of t h e 1956 
revol t agains t C o m m u n i s t 
t y r a n n y , t h e w o r k e r s set 
u p o v e r 5,600 W o r k e r s 
Councils as a m e a n s of in-
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t roduc ing democracy in to 
product ion and into t h e 
governmen t . These coun
cils w e r e the base of 
Gomulka ' s p o w e r in de
m a n d i n g m o r e f reedom 
from Russ ian domina t ion . 
S t r i k e s w e r e legal ized and . 
a l imi ted m e a s u r e of self-
g o v e r n m e n t was p e r m i t 
ted. 

Wow, G o m u l k a feels 
t ha t h e can no longer 
to le ra te a n y o rgan of 
w o r k e r s c o n t r o l a p a r t 
f rom t h e organs of t h e 
C o m m u n i s t P a r t y . 

A c lue to w h a t he is 
p lann ing , once the Coun
cils h a v e been abolished,« 
is seen in his w a r n i n g tha t 
soon p roduc t ion quo tas 
wil l be increased. I t is t h e ' 
p roduc t ive r a t e in Po l and 
t ha t de t e rmines t h e w o r k 
ers ' wages . 

S ta l in used t he se s a m e 
m e a s u r e s in 1929 w h e n h e 
wiped out the W o r k e r s 
Conflict Commiss ions and 
es tabl i shed p iece w o r k as 
t h e p roduc t ion no rm. I t 
was t h e beg inn ing of t h e 
end of t h e Russ ian T r a d e 
Unions and the end of all 
w o r k e r s ' democracy . 

* * * 

SOUTH AFRICA 

A s t r ike p l a n n e d b y t h e 
Afr ican N a t i o n a l Congress , 
on t h e eve of t h e na t iona l 
elect ions has fai led be 
cause of t h r e a t s a n d t h e 
use of gove rnmen t " vio
lence aga ins t t he worke r s . 

I n Soph ia town, t h e seg
r ega t ed c o m m u n i t y out 
s i d e of J o h a n n e s b u r g 
w h e r e t h e Afr icans l ive, a 
f lying squad of 40 police 
u n d e r a L i e u t e n a n t Col
onel cha rged t h r o u g h t h e 
town, bea t ing u p t h e peo
p le and r u n n i n g t he i r 
clubs a long sides of t h e 
co r ruga ted i ron bui ld ings 
w h e r e the w o m e n a n d 
ch i ld ren w e r e h id ing in 
fear. T h e Colonel shouted, 
"Hi t t h e m , h i t t hem. " 

T h e Afr icans w e r e t r y 
ing to d r a w a t t en t ion to 
t h e fact tha t 10 mi l l ion 
Afr icans canno t vo te in 
t h e elect ions a n d a r e r e 
qu i r ed to c a r r y identif ica
t ion cards . 

* * * 
NATIONALIST 
STRUGGLES 

T h e 10th ann ive r sa ry of 
t h e founding of Israel , be 
ing n o w celebra ted , shows 
t h a t t h e y h a v e t h u s far 
failed to solve the i r basic 
p r o b l e m , c o - eXistance 
w i t h t he i r A r a b ne ighbors . 
The cont inued ex i s tance of 
A r a b refugee camps w i t h 
900,000 displaced A r a b s is 
a ma jo r block in t h e road 
of ob ta in ing A r a b ag ree 
m e n t to the full u se of t h e 
w a t e r s of t h e J o r d a n 
River , w i t h o u t w h i c h t h e 
f u t u r e deve lopmen t of 
Is rae l is h a m p e r e d . 

On t h e o t h e r h a n d t h e 
A r a b crisis is p roduc ing a 
n e w bloc u n d e r Nasser , 
which seeks to d ive r t 
wor ld a t t en t ion f rom t h e 
s t a r v i n g A r a b peop le t o 
t h e field of i n t e rna t i ona l 
m a n e u v e r s , w h i c h h a s 

fai led to p r o d u c e a b e t t e r 
w a y of life for t h e A r a b 
masses. 

• * * * 

In Ghana , P r i m e Min
i s te r N k r u n i a h p res ided 
over a conference of t h e 
leaders of Africa 's inde 
p e n d e n t n a t i o n s . T h e 
Fo re ign Min i s t e r s of L i 
ber ia , Tunis ia a n d t h e 
Sudan , r ep resen ta t ives of 
Ethopia and t h e A r a b 
F e d e r a t i o n sa t d o w n to 
discuss N k r u m a h ' s " H a n d s 
off Af r ica" proposals . 

B u t it w a s t h e Alger i ans 
w h o stole t h e show. T h e y 
d e m a n d e d f rom t h e con
fe rence t ha t t hey be given 
diplomatic^ pol i t ical and 
m a t e r i a l suppor t in the i r 
s t rugg le aga ins t F r ance . 
T h e Conference w o u n d u p 
b y suppor t i ng the i r de 
m a n d s and pass ing a reso
lu t ion f a v o r i n g the i r 
s t ruggle . I t m a y resu l t in 
some m a t e r i a l h e l p f rom 
G h a n a , L i b e r i a and 
Ethop ia w h o h a v e h i t h e r t o 
expressed only v a g u e soli
da r i t y for t h e Alger ians . 

, * * * 

I n t h e Br i t i sh Wes t 
Indies a n e w na t ion has 
emerged . T h e Wes t Indies 
F e d e r a t i o n l inks 10 Car ib 
bean I s lands in to a n e w 
na t ion u n d e r t h e leader
sh ip of Sir G r a n t l e y Her 
ber t A d a m s . H e is a 
m i d d l e of t h e r o a d socialist 
who faces t h e t a sk of un i t 
ing t h e I s lands u n d e r a 
s ingle l eade r sh ip on the 
m e a g r e budge t of $5,300,-
000, for a popu la t ion of 
over 3 mil l ion people . I t is 
obvious t ha t not m u c h r e 
lief can come f rom t h e ex 
p e n d i t u r e of $1.50 pe r per 
son pe r year , no m a t t e r 
how h a r d you t r y or how 
well in ten t ioned is t h e 
poli t ical p a r t y in power . 

The Br i t i sh at this s tage 
seem to be conten t to le t 
t h e Wes t Indies F e d e r a 
t ion w o r k out i ts own 
p r o b l e m in i ts own w a y 
as long as t h e Br i t i sh a re 
free to exploi t t he is lands 
for t he i r own profi t . 

* * * 
THE PHILIPPINES 

P r e s i d e n t Garc ia and h i s 
r eg ime a r e u n d e r h e a v y 
f ire on charges of graf t ing 
a n d co r rup t ion on a h u g e 
scale. One Sena to r says, 
" I can safely say t h a t w e 
h a v e in t h e Ph i l ipp ines to 
day t h e d i r t ies t govern
m e n t i n t h e wor ld . " 

The Vice P r e s i d e n t , 
Macapagel , has been cut 
out of h i s s h a r e of t h e loot 
and is no t on speak ing 
t e r m s w i t h Garcia . H e 
says, " W h e n w e ge t t h e 
necessary ev idence as 
sembled , w e p l a n to b r i n g 
c r imina l charges aga ins t 
th is m a n a n d t h e n w e 
wi l l i m p e a c h h i m . " T h e r e 
is n e v e r enough "evi 
d e n c e " to i m p e a c h those 
in high" office w h e n t h e y 
a re backed by U S m o n e y 
anil m i l i t a r y m i g h t . 

T h e g o v e r n m e n t of 
Garc ia is p l ann ing h i s visi t 
to t h e U n i t e d S ta t e s w h e r e 
he wi l l press for a f u r t h e r 
loan of 300 mil l ion dol lars . 

% • • • • • • * • • * • • • • • • • • • • « • • • « » • • • • • • • •« . 


