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A PAPER IN THE INTEREST OF SOCIALISM

FIVE CENTS

UAW FIGHT KEY TO

Jews Defend

But Rightists Hold Upper
Hand in Israel Government;
Irgun for, Jewish Expansion

By AL FINDLEY

On May 15, 1947, immediately after
the British mandate over Palestine
was terminated, the independent Jew-
ish state of Israel was proclaimed.
No sooner was it born than it was
bombed by the attacking armies of
the Arab League. Theé provisional
government is claiming jurisdiction
over those portions of Palestine allo-
cated to the Jews in the UN parti-
tion plan.

The government is composed of a
council with representatives from all
parties and a cabinet of thirteen. It
is a coalition cabinet, under the lead-
ership of the Jewish social-democrat-
ic party, the Mapai or Palestinian
Labor Party. Both the premier Ben-
Gurion and the foreign minister are
from the Labor Party. Dr. Chaim
Weitzman, liberal pro-British leader,
has been elected first president of
the new republic with only the Revi-
sionists voting against him. The Ach-'
duth Avodah Party and the lone Sta-
linist in the council abstained, The
division of the council is roughly
about 16 for labor and left-wing par-
ties and 18-20 for liberal and conserv-
ative bourgeois parties.

The on-again off-again unity of the
Irgun and Haganah has finally been
consummated. It provides for the
military coordination of the two
groups leaving the Irgun free to act
as a unit and use its military force

to influenceé political alignment in -

* favor of the rightists. The Irgun also
has wide latitude even in military
affairs. This unity was opposed first
by the Hashomer Hatzair and the
Achduth Avoda parties, who were
later joined by the Labor Party. But
despite the opposition of the entire
labor movement the Irgun unity was
carried through by the bourgeois ele-
ments, proving who controls the Ha-
ganah,

The Stern group, on the other hand,
has been incorporated within the
Haganah, and its commander given
the rating of major. Both the Irgun
and the Stern group have announced
that they will fight to incorporate all
of Palestine into the Jewish state.

ARAB PLANS

The Arabs have not proclaimeq any
government, neither for part nor for
‘all of Palestine. The armies of all the
* Arab States are invading Palestine,
and are also using their air force to
bombard Tel Aviv. These armies have
already occupied most of the Arab
portions of Palestine and are setting
up “administrations.” It is unclear
whether they are acting in a coordi-
nated plan and have only temporarily
sidetracked the Mufti's Arab Higher
Committee, or whether they are con-
tinuing their rivalries and are vying
with one ‘another as to who can do
the most in defeating the Jewish
state and, at the same time, incor-
porate those sections of Palestine they
conquer into their own realms.

This writer was wrong in predict-
ing that the Arab states would limit
themselves to sending “volunteers.”
The pressure of the nationalist ele-

War of Independence or Expansion:

athwart each other and ecommercial routes inter-
penetrating., The Jews cheered.

Then Washington ran out on its own partition
plan, and the Arab leaders in furn were encour-
aged to proceed with their plans to enforce a
Pan-Arab Palestine by force of arms in the inter-
ests of reactionary Arab landlordism. When #this
had already gone virtually to the point of invasion,
the White House flipflopped, backiracked and re-
versed gear again in a precipitous recognition of
the new Jewish state of Israel, again encouraging

All UN roads lead to war. This is again being

demonstrated in Palestine.

The UN, set up with fanfare to bring peace to
the world, is again showing that it cannot pre-
vent or halt war even by fifth-rate powers, such
as the states of the Middle East—let alone war
by the major warmakers who control its delib-

erations.

Cannot? The Anglo-American leadershlp of the

* UN has proved that it has no wish to do so. If the
U. S. and Britain had deliberately set out to fan
the flames of Jewish-Arab hostility, they need not

have acted differently.

Compelled by the falling apart of the Brltlsh
Empire to recognize the independence of Pales-
tine on paper, the UN drew. a braided line
through that tortured country of mingled na-
tionality, erectmg a state-boundary wall between
already suspicious and jealous peoples. The Jews
were assured of a state of their own—a state
completely outfitted with salients, corridors, en-
claves and angles sticking into the sides of the
surrounding Arab world, with military lines

ments, plus dynastic ambitions, have
forced the feudal rulers to risk a
military adventure that can bring
only destruction and delay the uni-
fication so essential to the eeonemic
development of the Near East. It is
clear that the opposing -forces ‘are
about evenly matched and the strug-
ble, unless stopped, will be a pro-
longed one and a bloody one. The
rules of war are being disregarded.
Using the Irgun communigque on Deir
Yassin, the Arabs are justifying their
slaughter of all the prisoners of Kfar
Etzion,

But LABOR ACTION was right in
its analysis of the American position.
As soon as Truman announced his
support of trusteeship LABOR AC-
TION predicted that “intransigent
Harry” would shift again. In addi-
tion to vote-catching considerations,
American policy is primarily con-
cerned with preventing a war which
would give Russia the opportunity
to intervene on one or both sides.
After the military power of the Jews
had been demonstrated, the U, S.
gave up its hope of preventing war
by abandoning partition, and is now
trying to limit the war and prevent
all-out warfare.

UN HOPELESS

The U. S, recognition of Israel was
a move to get the jump on Russia

" and also to head off the Arab league..

It failed in its second purpose. The
spéed—only a few minutes ‘after the
proclamation —was a surprise to
everyone, including the U. S. dele-
gation in the UN. i

The United States is now taking
the lead in trying to get UN action
to stop the fighting. Russia is sup-

(Continued on page 4)

New State

e kA W i

as

s

WHy_We Need a Labor

Party!

FO}-TPEI T

Sees '(rushiny Defeat for § talinisis in NMU

CP Union Wreckers Resort to Foulest Lies in Slander CdmpuignlAguinsf Rank and File Caucus

NEW YORK, May 5— Elections for
all officers in the National Maritime
Union-CIO—begun on April 1, 1948
—have now reached the half-way
mark. Every post 'in the union is on
the ballot, 130 positions in all, in-
cluding everything from president
down to dispatcher. Some time in
July the results will be -announced.
It is a foregone conclusion that the
Rank and File Caucus slate, headed
by President Curran, will win hands
down. The so-called “Progressive” or
“Save the Union” or “Fight the Ship-
owners,” etc. etc. slate (read Stalin-
ist slate), until now the machine of
the union, will go down to defeat,
electing very few of their number.
This turn in the tide of the largest
sea union in America did not take
place overnight. Opposition to the
Communist Party hds existed and
smoldered ever since the inceptlion
of the NMU. Some of it was healthy,
some of it reactionary. By and large
it resulted from the constant change

AN EDITORIAL ON THE SITUATION IN PALESTINE

the Jews.

. If meanwhile the British line was more con-
sistent, it was more consistently directed toward
fomenting the Pan-Arab reaction against the

partition.

TOGETHER—AGAINST IMPERIALISTS!

As long as the two peoples can thus be
“sicced” against each other, the shadow of impe-
rialist domination does not leave the scene, This
is the end of UN policy.

If there is to be peace at the eastern end of

of line by the leadership with each
fluctuation in Kremlin foreign policy.
This resulted in serious organization-
al and contractual losses. The flip-
flops alienated thousands of NMU
members who left in disgust to join
other maritime unions, since they

_found it almost: impossible to fight

for a change in leadership. It made
possible the growth of an oppesition
union, the Sailors International Un-
ion-AFL on the' east coast. It guar-
anteed the separate existence of the
Sailors Union of the Pacific (SUP),
Marine Firemen (MFOW) and Mari-
time Cooks and Stewards on the west
coast.

So today, almost fourteen years
since the revolt of seamen took place
in the Sailors Union on the west coast
against its corrupt leadership, we
have the phenomenon of seven dif-
ferent sea unions, all primarily be-
cause the CP would tolerate no oppo-
sition where it ruled and would only
permit unity with the other unions if

they would allow Stalinist policy to
dominate.

TIGHT CONTROL

Added to this we find, in examining
the wvarious Maritime Agreements
with the shipping companies, that the
NMU, by far the largest union and
with the most militant membership,
also has the WORST agreements.
This shows up mostly in working
conditions. This fact alone has in re-
cent years driven many sailors who
were being organized for the first
time into the AFL unions.

The war and the Roosexelt-stalin
pact brought with it the most reac-
tionary line the CP had ever followed
in maritime. The -.leadership just
couldn’t sacrifice enough of the sea-
man’s conditions. The mere mention
of any job action by .a crew would
bring down on its head the vilest in-
sults and threats of calling the FBL
Any seaman overstaying the govern-
ment request of only 30 days as after

)

the Mediterranean, and if the Jews and Arabs
are to live in fraternal unity, no one can look
toward the United Nations or to American and
British imperialism to bring this about. If there
is to be peace, it has to be made by the peoples.
. LABOR ACTION has made clear its belief that
the partition of Palestine into two non-viable
states was not calculated to achieve any real so-
‘lution of the Palestine question, and cannot. We
have reiterated that, before partition, the road to
a basic solution lay only in the joint struggle by

the socialist workers of the Jewish community to-

gether with the oppressed peasant masses of the
Arabs to throw off the yoke of their common dp-
pressor—BRITISH IMPERIALISM, based on the two

ruling classes, Arab landlords and Zionist capital-

ent form.

ists; and such Arab-Jewish cooperation from below
COULD HAVE forged a united Palestine in ﬂll fire
of anti-imperialist siruggle.

Now. that partition is virtually an accom-
plished fact, this basic road only takes a differ-

(Continued on page 3 in edit. column)

three months at sea was turned over
to the draft board. This task of in-
forming on workers—performed by a
trade union! Thinking back to that
time, it seems almost unbelievable
after hearing the Stalinists rage and
rant against “police state” and
“thought conirol” NOW.

But all the corrupt policies and

_ practices of the CP have now caught

up with them. The membership is
giving them the boot, and in a union
that has always been the prize of the
American Stalinist Party. Just one
indication of how powerful the con-
trol of the CP Waterfront Section is
at present, is the fact that more than
75 per cent of all posts are held by
Stalinists,

EMPLOY SLANDER

In the last two months the “hacks”
(as the Stalinists are known on board
the ships and on the waterfront) have
unleashed a campaign against their
opponents and former cohorts in the
NMU that has put to shame any pre-
vious attacks this monstrous party
has launched against opposition to
them in the labor movement. They
have organized the most flagrant ly-
ing and scandal mongering, and
launched lies so enormous as to take
one's breath away! The ordinary rank
and filer confronted with this, is so
baffled he often has no answer, es-
pecially since the people leading this
CP campaign and spreading these
tales have been looked upon by the
average guy as fairly responsible
representatives of the union.

Every few .days there is a new
series of fantastic charges against the
leaders of the Rank & -File Caucus,
or a breast-beating confession by a
CP stooge who joined the caucus for
the express purpose of confessing
three months later.

In line with their present policy,
the “hacks” aboard the various ships,
to prove their super militancy, call
for the most adventuristic actions
which they choose to refer to as “job

action.” This is pure hokum of course

since in MOST cases the Stalinists,
so hell bent on showing off their new
line, build these “actions” around
beefs that are not genuine, or insig-

(Continued on page 2)
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ulestine’ War Flares

Nationwide Union Support
For UAW Strikers Can Break

Government-Boss Offensive

By WALTER JASON

Wall Street might well be said to be operating under a new
slogan, "Two down and one to go," for its government in Wash-
ington broke the coal strike and the threatened railroad strike by
means of governmental injunctions. -

“"The "one to go" is the UAW-CIO, America's most aggressive
ditd democratic union, with an excellent tradition of spearhead-
ing the labor movement ever since its great sit-down strikes

built the CIO in 1936 and 1937.

‘Wall Street made a fool out of Philip Murray, CI1O president.
The steelworkers got nothing in their negotiations and Murray
capitulated, fearful of taking on the vast struggle indicated by

Union Announces

Plans to Strike

General Motors

DETROIT, May 17— The UAW-CIO
today announced it would summon
225,000 General Motors workers to
join the strike battle against the auto
industry which began with the
Chrysler walk-out.

“Our members will not trespass on
GM property after May 28, said T.
A. Johnstone, acting director of the
GM depariment of the UAW- ~Cl0; in
the ‘absence. of Walter P..

. UAWCIQ. president. . ...

This ;public anneuncement came ai-—
ter a meeting of the top pohcy com-
mittee of the union in Detroit today.
It was in line with the report Emil
Mazey, acting president of the UAW-
CIO, gave to Chrysler delegates last
week.

The significance of this move is
two-fold. It is ‘part of the over-all
strategy of the UAW-CIO leadership
tn bring the full economic power of
the 900,000 members behind the wage
drive, and it is a fitting answer to
those critics within the union who
have been claiming that the Reuther
leadership intended fo make “guinea
pigs” of the Chrysler workers, The
Stalinists and their allies had little
to say on this score today.

The inevitable skirmishes between
cops and pickets began this week,
when' pickets tried to block a police
attempt to help some hourly-rated
employes enter the Highland park
plant of Chrysler. After a slight
scuffle, police officials called for state
intervention, and Governor Sigler re-
sponded eagerly, so that state police
already are on the scene. Since High-
land Park is a separate city, with its
own police department, Police Com-
missioner Toy of Detroit was unable
to bring his “riot squads” into ac-
fion.

The mood of the UAW CIO ranks

(Continued on page 2)
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_brunt of inflation snd

the events. John L. Lewis bowed
before a governmental injunc-
tion. So did the railroad unions,
cursed with craft unionism and
a hide-bound leadership. And

the Stalinist-dominated UE-CIO
silently retreats in its previons de-
mands for wage increases to meet
the inflationary cost of living. One
CIO union, the Packinghouse work-
ers’, finds itself in a life and death.
struggle.

‘These events raise lmpm-l.ant ques-
tions for the entire union movement.
Does the American lal}or movement
continue to retreat under the blows
of Wall Street and its Washington
administration? Does the American
working class continue to bear the -
e high taxes

for: government expenditures in war

preparation? When does the retreat s

turn into a counter-offensive?

Within the framework of this in-
creasing ftriumph of feaction, in
which the labor movement retreats
and retreats, one major CIQO union
has just begun to fight. It is the
UAW-CIO.

GM IS NEXT

The UAW-CIO leadership and
ranks could not, by their whole his-
tory, just go along with the wage
freeze policy that has been imposed
on the Steelworkers. The UAW-CIO
could not be intimidated by the re-
treats and defeats elsewhere, When
Chrysler Corporation tried to follow
the steel pattern and said “No” to
all UAW-CIO demands, the workers
responded readily to the union’s call
for strike action.

Baut this is just the beginning ef the
struggle. Chrysler Corporation pro-
voked the walkout. It turned down
all union demands, because its Wall
Street owners want to test the UAW-
CIO to see if it can be weakened or
destroyed during the course of the
strike struggle. ]

General. Motors is next. GM has
taken the same adamant attitude to-
ward the union as Chrysler, Among
the rank and file GM workers the

(Continued on page 2)

Murray’s "No Strike” Deal
Backfires on Steelworkers

By ANNE RUSSELL

The steel industry has just cut the
price of steel $1.25 a ton and thus,
it claims, started the fight against
inflation. Only the steel industry
would try to get away with. such a
transparent maneuver. Make the steal
big enough, is their motto, and you
can get away with it.

They have just banged the door
hard in the face of the Steel Work-
ers Union, which reopened its two-
year contract and requested wage
increases to meet rising living costs.
Very impolitely, the steel companies
said nothing doing; and very politely,
Steel Workers’ President Philip Mur-
ray replied that the union will abide
by its contract and not sitrike. The
steel workers last got an increase in
April 1947, when the contract was
signed, and under this procedure will
have to wait until 1949 before any
relief from skyrockefing prices.

In a grandstand gesture to enlist
public support for the industry's
stand, the United States Steel Cor-
poration proclaimed that it was cut-
ting the price of steel $1.25 a ton;
they were going to take the lead in

the long overdue battle against in-
flation; and they would set the pace
by this price cut. Soon after General
Electric and Waestinghouse Electric
jumped on the bandwagon; they too
would cut prices on. their products
and would oppose the wage demands
of the United Electrical Workers
(CIO) as “inflationary.”

PIN IN BALLOON

What does this $1.25 cut in the price
of a ton of steel really amount to?

Sticking a pin in the big ballyhoo
balloon of the steel trust, the steel
union pointed out that the reduction
amounted to the paltry sum of one-
sixteenth of one cent on a pound of
steel—hardly enough to start a land-
slide of price reductions in the cost
of products using steel.. Miserable as
the price cut was, very few other
companies followed U. S. Steel's lead,
although they have tailed -closely
after them every time the price was
increased.

No one falls for the double - talk
that this cut will reduce prices—least
of all the company itself despite its
full-page ads to the contrary. When

: (Continued on page 4)
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llmon Ranks Set to Beat Chrysler

DETRDIT Mich.—The first week of
the Chrysler strike was marked by
the splendid job the rank and file
did in closing down the plants, and
establishing mass picket lines.

In spite of the inevitable minor
mistakes, ma.ﬂe in handling the walk-
out. and orgamization of the strike,
the big event was a real success. The
power of the UAW-CIO was demon-
strated in no wuncertain fashion.

. Chrysler is not geing to produce any
cars during this strike. i

Although the Chrysler delegate
conference vaoted unanimously to
shut everything down, the fact is that
some local unions permitted office-
workers to enter the plant, and this
created some confusion.

Since officeworkers don't and can’i

 build cars, this hardly affected the
decisive aspects of the walk-out. And
since the officeworkers in those plants
like ‘Dodge did get the pay-roll out,
many workers were well satisfied, for
they got their checks on Friday.

At Local 7, in the main Chrysler
plants, the union had convinced the
officeworkers to go out on strike si-

- multaneously. It was a good manifes-
tation of class solidarity. However, it
also meant the members of Local 7
did not get paid on Friday, and this
created some resentment. So the local
union is trying to negotiate with the
corporation for the payment of the
Chrysler workers.

The fact is thaf the whole situation
arose from the failure of the local

union leaderships to follow the.deci-
sion they unanimously adopted. Local
7 was left holding the bag. Those
kind of mistakes can and must be
eliminated.

THREATEN INJUNCTION

Chrysler has utilized the confusion
over the officeworkeérs to rush into
court and get an injunction restrain-
ing mass picketing. A Macomb coun-
ty judge, adjoining Detroit, granted
an injunction affecting the pickets at
Mound Road plant.

Of course, the UAW-CIO members,
with their vast strike experience, un-
derstand and expect these kind of
strike - breakmg moves from the
courts and government controlled by
the auto industry.

The purpose of this kind of injunc-

tion is to irritate and to attempt to

demoralize the strikers. The result is
more likely to produce the opposite
effect. It simply-serves to teach more
workers the nature of the forces op-
posing them, be it the companies or
their government.

Last Friday, Chrysler ordered all
its foremen to report to the Jefferson
and Kercheval plants, for example,
to get their pay. Police Commissioner
Toy, the labor-baiter, had his “riot
squad” poised for action, and Chrys-
ler wanfed a fight so it could rush,

into court and get an injunction in

Detroit affecting all its main piants.
The UAW-CIO did not fall for the

. provoestion Enough pressure was put

on the foremen by the mass pickets
so that only a handful walked through
the lines, Then, when Toy and com-
pany hoped to start something, the
union announced it would let in the.
other fm.-emen, ‘who had demonstrated
they didn’t want, to walk through any
p;_cke_t_ lines, to_ get their pay. The
“crisis” was solved.

* There will be more provocations.
The whole purpose is to get the
UAW-CIO involved in endless in-
junction fights, and legal tangles.
However, as long as the production
workers = stick solidly together,
Chrysler won't build cars, injunc-
tions or no injunctions, and that is
the economic pressure which the
UAW-CIO can always maintain.

UNION NOT SCARED

No sooner had the strike begun
than Governor Sigler, and local offi-
cials tried to get each other to start
criminal proceedings against the
UAW - CIO under the Bonine - Tripp
law in Michigan. At first none of the
officials was anxious to openly take
a strike-breaking role. But the auto
manufacturers put the pressure on,
so that this week some legal action
against the UAW-CIO is expected.

The UAW-CIO leadership headed
by Emil Mazey has faken a good po-
sition on this problem. They aren't
scaring. Quite the contrary. At the
Chrysler delggate conference last
Tuesday night where the walk-out
was again ratified, Mazey gave the

UAW Leads Key Fight —

(Continued from page 1)

response is already indicated by the
strike votes that are now being com-
pleted. The UAW-CIO leadership ex-
pects a hard fight in GM, according
to, Emil Mazey, acting president of
the union, in his speech to the Chrys-
ler delegate conference Tuesday night
May 11.

On Sunday, May 16, the Ford Mo-
tor Company added its weight to the
Wall Street campaign. In reply to
union demands for wage increases
and other concessions, the Ford Mo-

tor Company insolently proposed = ¢
wage cuts and the introduction of
piecework.

The spectacle of a billion dollar
corporation making millions of dol-
lafs in a period of inﬂ Hon and de-
mﬁ.nding that the unjon i
in wages is something that should
give every union man and weoman
pause for thinking. Such arrogance
on the part of the corporation can

be explained only as Ford's way of -

informing the world that this giant
corporation will do its part in Wall
Street’s anti-labor campaign.

The insulting character of the Ford
corporation’s proposals is emphasized
by the fact that thjs corporation
claims it wants to lower wages so it
can give “the public a break,” when
every ten-year-old child knows that
Ford just raised its prices on all
1949 models by hundreds of dollars.

WAR AGAINST LABOR

The united front of Chrysler, GM
and Ford should serve’'as a warning
to all UAW-CIO members, It signi-
fies that the auto barons are united
in their determination to defeat the
UAW-CIO. cht(ny over the UAW-
CIO would be a decisive one over
the entire labor movement precisely
because of the militant tradition of
this great industrial union.

All these events testify to the fun-
damental fact that Wall Street is
fighting a class war against labor.
Wall Street is class conscious. The
capitalists know what they want.
They are united. The next main bat-
tlefield ‘is the auto industry, and this
is the challenge before the UAW-CIO
and the whole labor movement,

Study these excerpts from a letter
sent to all employers by Earl Bunt-
ing, chairman of the National Asso-
ciation of Manufacturers. Read them
and reread them. For they indicate
the kind of struggle ahead:

“These Socialistic wmdbags and
Leftwingers of the labor unions are
obsessed with a bitter hatred of pri-

vate business. They care nothing
about the fact that salaries and wages

GM Strike—

(Continued from page 1)

was indicated both by these events,
and the kind of support the Chrys-
ler workers are getting. Ford Local
600 voted $125000 to the Chrysler
strike fund.

In GM plants, the sirike vote re-
turns indicate a strong strike senti-
ment, and the UAW-CIO is moving
forward to a full dress showdown
with the auto barons.

The GM  contract

expired last

month, and the one month ex{ension .

ends on May 28. Johnstone has al-
ready expressed himself as being for
a “no-contract, no work,” policy.

Resentment in the Ford plants over,
the company proposal to cut wages
has already led to strike talk in those
shops. Negotiations between Ford and
the UAW-CIO begin on June 1.

do not depend on arbitrary decision.
They care nothing about the fact that
the consumer is the lifeblood of busi-
ness. They care nothing if your busi-
ness is doomed — if its operation
brings losses only, What these spell-
binders do want is to strike down
property r:ghts to the level of So-
cialism. . . .

“So I say, let's turn on the heat
and go to bat, let's defemi your rights
and mine—rights to make a profit—
rights. to manage our own business.

Y

Not This Way

Fostering illusions about the nature
and character of the strike struggle
ahead serves only to disorient the'
workers. Let’s hope ‘the " UAW-CIO
leadership cuts out sending out any
more nonsense like the following
quotation from a press release of the
UAW-CIO Public Relations depart-
ment: .

“The strike of the Chrysler workers
is a fight to prevent American.so-
called free enterprise from commit-
ting suicide by a conspiracy to.starve
its own customers.”

Wall Street has shown that it is
entirely capable of handling its own
class interests without any advise of
would be saviors among the labo:
leaders, It is time to put the concern
of the American working class first,
last and always. ;

N\ . Ve

Let us go all out in these crucial
months ahead with the utmost ex-

. penditures of energy and ma.npower

and purpose, before the puhlie, show=
ing up those who would destroy our
free economy in their true blood red
color. . . ."”

In event some union membel does
‘not know whom the NAM means by
“Socialistic windbags,” we must re-
mind you that it is the Reuther lead-
ership of the UAW- CIO.

The Wall Street eampalgn against
labor is easy to see and its mode of
operation is crystal clear. /It expects

and will get full support from its -

government in Washington. It has
the newspapers, the radio and other
means of propaganda to use against

. the workers.
* HURT BY DISUNITY

-

What about the labor movement?
1t is a tragic fact that labor has sel-
dom been as divided as it is . today.
Not only are
the railroad brotherhoods separate
organizations, and that is bad enough,
The fact of the matter is that even
the CIO is not united. Philip Mur-
ray and the steelworkers union let
down the UAW-CIO. The Stalinist-
dominated ' UE-CIO leadership is
hardly on speaking terms with other
CIO leaders. ‘The most elementary
strike strategy demands unity  of
forces and purpose. The UAW-CIO
by itself cannot whip Wall Street, al-
though it did and will put up a ter-
rific struggle. Against a united capi-
talist class there must be a united
labor movement. Extending the strike
of the Chrysler workers will not an-
swer the question. It will serve pri-
marily to throw the additional forces

rd Y

CZECHOSLOVAKIA

The current New International car-
ries .special articles on the Czech
events. Order your copy now from
NI, 4 Court Sq., Long Island City 1,

N. Y.
N\ 4

e CIO and AFL and

of the UAW-CIO into the struggle.
But what is a far greater need is
that the entire CIO throw its re-

sources into this struggle. The coal

miners had a nationwide strike but
a government injunction stopped it.
The railroad workers threatened a
nationwide strike. The government
injunction stopped it. The UAW-CIO
.can and might in the course of a pe-
riod of time find itself in a general
strike..This just begins the struggle.
It does not end it. Only the unity of
the entire labor movement behind the
struggle assures victory for the UAW-
CIO and the union movement as a
whole.

To outline. the coming struggles and
the problems involved indicates what
progresswe unions throughout the
.nation’ ‘must ‘demand..and. fight _for.
Strike struggles, especially when they
concern a powerful union like the
UAW -CIO, cannot be lost on the
picket lines. They are lost in confer-
ences in Washington and in court-
rooms or by the failure of the union
movement to stand solidly behind a
great strike struggle.

Neither John L. Lewis by himself
nor Walter Reuther nor Philip Mur-
ray nor any other leader can hope in
this period to defeat the united Wall
Street even in an elementary eco-
nomic struggle. United action, UNIT-
ED STRATEGY and a recognition
that this is a class struggle in which
either Wall Street or labor will tri-
umph are indispensable prerequisites
to victory.

In the final analysis, this is the
responsibility of the ranks—of every
one of us in the shops. We must DE-
MAND the immediate convocation
of local and national inter-union con-
ferences at which our actions can be

 combined, our joint strategy planned.

We must raise this DEMAND at ev-
ery local meeting!

delegates a real hard-hitting speech,
that put some pep into the secondary
leaders from some of the locals. Only
now are some of them beginning to
realue the senous character of this.
strike. It is a real fight, and to the
finish.

Over 100,000 other autoworkers
will be affected within a month by
the Chrysler strike, for these “feeder
plants” send most of their produc-
tion to Chrysler. Involving them in
the strike, like Briggs 212 has be-
come, would strengthen the walk-out
and develop the solid spirit 1 the
entire UAW-CIO that is required for
victory.

Strike Leader

EMIL MAZEY

By WILLIAM BARTON

OAKLAND, Calif, May 14—The ac-
tivity of the labor movement on the
West Coast has in recent weeks been
overshadowed by more important
events in other parts of the country.
But all is not quiet. The CIO’s Food,
Tobacco and Agricultural Workers'
Union has begun' a series of strikes
on asparagus farms in six Ceniral
California counties. The demands are:
a twenty-five per cent increase, a
central hiring system, better housing,
seniority rights, and a welfare fund.
They have been mét by arrests, evic-
tions and arming of newly-deputized
sheriffs. This newest struggle against
the Associated Farmers parallels the
half-year fight by the AFL Farm
Laborers’ Union against the giant
DiGiorgio ranch further south, a
strike that still remains solid at latest
reports. i

The strike of International Associ-
ation of Machinists, and several AFL
Molders’ and Boilermakers’ locals,
with the central demand for wage in-
creases - for machlmsts in the San
Francisco Bay, Area. shows little sign
of any Jmmedxate termination after
six weeks, Several smaller shops have
substant:ally agreed to the unions'
terms, but the larger plants are still
offering about half of the workers’'
wage demands., In Seattle the strik-
ing mechanics at Boemg Aircraft find
themselves up,: agamst the type of

adamant. atmude, on.the part of em-~ .

ployers that has; recently become very
typical.

However, the blggest blow-off may
come on the waterfront next month.
The contract between the shipowners
and most CIO. waterfront unions ex-
pires on June 15, Many issues are in
question, including wage increases.
But the important battle is likely to
be over the employers’ attempt to
whittle down union control over hir-
ing hall, won after lIong and bitter
struggle in 1945 and 1936..

A vote of longshote members of the
CIO Longshoremen and Warehouse-
men's Union, decisive unit of CIO
maritime workers on the Coast, has
decisively approved strike action. The
Union’s Ship Clerks have also .voted
in favor of a strike, while other mari-
time- organizations are in the process
of taking their strike vote.

Although the union movement in
this section is faced by a stubborn
and prepared capitalist class, an
equally serious dhﬂger comes from
within the labor movement itself.

The AFL Teamsters have started one"

Fisher Body Votes to Strike

By JOE HAUSER

CLEVELAND, May 16—At a special
meeting held Sunday, May 16, Fisher
Body Local 45, UAW -CIO, voted
overwhelmingly* in favor of strike
action, if necessary, to back up the
United Auto’ Workers in their de-
mands on General Motors Corp. This
vote was made necessary by the re-
fusal of GM to concede even one
single point in close to two months
of top negotiations.

With the GM coniract expiring at
the €nd of April, the Aute Workers
presented their demands for a new
contract. Among the things asked for
were a 25.1 cent an hour wage in-
crease to meet the increased cost of
living (up to 10 cents of this io be
applied to a pension plan if one could
be worked out), improved vacation
plan, -increased sqcial security, a real
stewards system, guaranieed 40 hour
work week, union shop, and pensions,
These are the things the auto work-
ers need and deserve. Against them
can be matched the $600,000,000 prof-
its of General Motors for 1947, with
the- first quarter of 1948 giving this
corporation the highest income on
record for any guarter in its history.

As union statisticians have shown
time after time, GM could meet the
demands of the UAW and still have
profits for the coupon clippers and
brass hats of industry. However the
negotiators for the company haven’t
budged an inch in spite of endless
meétings. Instead GM has countered
with proposals to weaken the union

and prevent much needed wage in-
creases.

Fisher Body workers in Cleyveland
remember the long strike in 1945-6,
when they were out six months. At
that time they stayed out after mosi
GM workers went back to work, over
the issue of piece-work. That strike
wiped out the workers’ savings and
put. them in debt. Since that time ir-
regular work weeks and sky rocket-
ing prices have combined to Keep
them living at an unsatisfactory
level. The prospect of anotlier strike
does not make them happy, and many
in the shop have exppessed oppqsition
to such action. Up to this week-end
the leadership has failed to present
the issues to the workers in such a
way as to aroused the mllitaney they
have displayed in the past. At today’s
membership meeting,  which was
very well attended, it was shown
that the union demands were just,
the corporation was, able to meet
these demands, but absolutely re-
fused to grant anything. Faced with
this situation, what was léft to be
donie? There eould be no other an-
swer. Not a smgle member spnke
against authorizing strike action, and
the vote was about 670 for and 60
against.

This does not mean that there will
be a strike for sure. I-It:nalr'ever,L if Gen-
eral Motors contmues its obgtmate
stand, there is nothing left for GM
workers from coast to coast to do but
to shut down the factories to enforce
their just demands. ' e

LaborNotes From
The West Coast

of their typical raid attempis against
the CIO Warehousemen, whose con-
tracts are not up for renegotiation
but who are pressing for wage in-
creases. The teamsters are using a
“patriotic” appeal to garner workers
from the Stalinist-led Local 6 of the
ILWU, leading CIO Warehousemen's
local in the San Francisco area. This
anti-union action in the midst of a

wage drive will probably be met by .

almost complete resistance of the lo-
cal’s membership, including its anti-
Stalinist elements.

A more fantastic incident has been
very injurious to the East Bay Area
labor movement, still riding high
from last year’s general strike. John
Fernandes, president of UAW-CIO
Local 76, hoping to put himself in the
spotlight like his International Presi-
dent, Walter Reuther, publicized that
his car had been tampered with as
part of an attempt upon his life, then
admitted that he had done it all him-
self. He has already been fined $25 by
the Oakland courts for his antics,
and many members of his own local
are violently mad.

NMU.

child.

bers on their payroll.
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financial gain;
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NMU Rank and File Caucus
Hits Slander on New Murder

The Charleston’ Agent of the National Maritime Union, Robert
New, was murdered last week in the Charleston union hall, Accord-
ing to all reports, the murderer is Rudolph Serreo, a member of the

The Stalinists, fighting a losing battie to maintain ﬂlur power over
the union, have openly come out and accused the anti-Stalinist Rank
and File Caucus, headed by Joseph Curran, of being respoluible for this
dastardly act. They have launched an hysterical prepaguadu campaign
with the sole purpose of snaring votes in the current union election.

“We print below, in full, the stateiment of the Rank'and File Cau-
cus, answering this latest infemy ‘of the Stalinists.’

®

The entire membership mourns the tragic death of Charleston
Agent Robert New, who was brutally murdered on Friday, May 7,
by Rudolph Serreo. As trade unionists, we condemn the use of vio-
lence in the labor movement, and demand that the killer be brought
to trial immediately and punished for his crime.

The Communist Party machine in our Union has sunk to a new low
by attempting to make political capital out of this tragic and sorrow-
ful event, and by trying to collect money to finance the Party’s election
campaign activities under the guise of aiding Brother New's widow and

These vile and debased political gangsters state that Serreo was
a leader of the Rank & File Caucus. This is a despicable lie and slan-
der. Serreo was not even a member of the Caucus. All union mem-
bers can verify this fact by checking the list of over seven thousand
Caucus members on our printed leaflet ssued last month.

The most inhuman actions of the Communist Party concern their
handling of monies collécted to aid Brother New's widow and child.
Party members are going aboard ships to collect money for this pur-
pose. They do not issue official receipts for money collected; they ac-
count to no one for money received; and they do not turn the money
in to the Union for remittance to Mrs. New. There is absolutely no
guarantee that these Party gllnl.lll will not rob Brother New's widow
and child of monies collected in her name, and that they will not use
this money, as they have done with monies collected for other causes, to
finance their election dactivities and keep a large number of Party mem-

Crews taking up collections for Robert New’s family should turn
the money over to a UNION PATROLMAN or AGENT ONLY; and
demand that he give you an OFFICIAL UNION RECEIPT, such as
you receive for your dues. This will guarantee that she and the child
will receive the money, and that it will not be used for any other pur-

- In order to &xploit the murder of Robert New for their political and

In order to stir up hatred and viclence within our Union;
in order to divert the Union membership from the main tasks at
The Communist Party Machine is now busy manufacturing all
sori-s of false statements, wires, letters, etc., against the Rank & File
Caucus and Rank & File Union Officials, for the PILOT.

Despite Party provocation, the NMU membership will not permit
itself to be diverted from the main tasks ahead of us:

1. To win for our Union membership a new contract with im-

proved hiring halls, wages, hours, working and living condi-

2. To return control of our unon to the membership by defeating
the Communist Party Machine in the Union elections now under

i] o

Rank and File Caucus

Stalinists Face Defeal —

(Continued from page 1)

niflcant -questions. In some instances
they involve beefs that could be set-
tled perfectly well through normal
negotiating channels. The “hacks” on
a particular ship (it might be any
one of ‘dozens because this has hap-
pened so often lately) magnify the
grievance(s) before the crew and hop
them up with the need for some ac-
tion. The men pull the action, the
“beef” is won, the men go back and
the CP is the hero. OR they pull the
action—the beef is not won for vari-
ous reasons and the Rank & File of-
ficials or crew members are blamed
for its not being won. In. this. game,
and there is no question but that this
is a game for the CP, its heads the
“hacks"” win, tails you lose.

There have been a few instances
of reckless actions pulled that have
resulted in ship lay ups and the loss
of hundreds of jobs to the member-
ship. Members of fhe Rank & File
caucus—some of whom opposed the

Pilot Is Silent
On Yancey Case

Some months ago there was
printed in the N. Y. Times a very
brief item about two seamen (bro-
thers named James and Myles
Yancey, . both members of the
NMU, They were on an NMU
ship, s/s Israel Pufnam. The ship
put into the port of Molotovsk,
Russia, in September, 1943, It was
probably one of very few ships
that got through infamous “Tor-
pedo Junction” in the White Sea
on what was known as the “Mur-
mansk Run.”

They were suing the U. S. gov-
ernment for back pay and dam-
ages for being discharged in' the
port. of Molotovsk illegally. The
Federal Judge awarded each of
them $1,388. The case was closed.
When NMU seamen win court ac-
tions .of this, type it is usually
mentioned in the Stalinist con-
trolled union paper, “The Pilot.”
This item never appeared. Here's
why! The Times reports:

“They .(the' Yancey brothers)
charged that they had been held
in a Russian prison after being re-
moved from the ship, the s/s Is-
rael Putnam, by Amerlcan Navy
officials at the Captams request.
They said they had done nothing
to warrant this action and that it
had violated Maritime law.”

“The government contended
that the Yancey  brothers were
trouble - makers and that other
members of the ‘crew had com-
plained about them. It said they
had fomented dissersion among
the crew by insisting on the metic-
ulous observance of a 'National
Maritime Union contract.”

actions—have not been glven the
floor at ship meetings to e);press their
point of view. There have been “ac-
tions” pulled recently on the 8/S Ar-
gentina and the S/S Washington
where the men were won over fo &
policy proposed by the “hacks” on
the ships, of not signing on the ves-
sels until the beefs were settled. The
crew voted to do so. A few days later
the Stalinist port officials’ urged the
crews 1o sign on, without having
anything settled, but with the loss
of a few days' pay for hundreds of
men. They then told the membership
that only because their is “no unity”
in the union was the beef not won!
This, of course, also proves that the
Rank & File Caucus are the “agents
of the shipowners and supported by
them.”

LIE TO NEGROES

Perhaps the most disheartening
thing in this fight is the effects of
the CP campaign on the vast major-
ity of Negroes in the union,

The CP accuses the leadership of
the Rank & File Caucus of wanting
to make a lily white organization of
the NMU. The leaders aren't accused
of this openly—since this would be
smashed to bits. Men like Curran,
Stone, La.wrenson, etc., all Rank &
File, have since the unmns incep-
tion, been in the forefront of the fight

against Jim Crow. They have helped

establish the policy of no segregation
and no discrimination in the NMU.
This is all done via the famous or-
ganized whisper campaign.. Where
they think it will work, they tell Ne-
groes that this word “Caucus” comes
from “caucasian,” The many Negroes
on the Rank & File slate are de-
nounced as “Uncle Toms” and as a
cover for “Jim Crow.”

The effect of these enormaus lies

" repeated so often to Negroes in a

union whose very foundation rests on
the unity of black and white,
been either to win them over to
voting the CP slate or neutralizing
them into a state of fatalistic demor-

has -

alization. Many Negroes have sepa-
rated themselves from all whites in

- the ‘union. Garveyite ideas have made

much headway among others. A few,
but unfortunately a small minority,
have recognized these lies and slan-
ders for what they are. Why? Again
because the CP has been for years
and still is the apparatus. The appa-
ratus speaks these things—so, some
seamen reason, ‘“perhaps there is
more-than a grain of truth in  all
that!”

What will happen? Of course this
attitude among the Negro members
will disappear when the eélections are
over, with the Stalinists out of office

.and the NMU continuing on the path

it has been traveling since it started,
in 1937. Only this time, the NMU
will be freed of the parasitic gang
that has kept it from being the uni-
fier of all maritime labor.

Will You Now Stop
Draining Ours, Mister?

“Wall Street to have uwﬁ blood
bank.” A. P. dispatch.

Well, What-Do-Ya Know?

“Banker puts faith in sound credit.”
Headline in N. Y. Times.

)
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Independence
Or Expansion?--

(Continued from page 1)

There is a war on—not yet full-scale war as
this is written, but not far from it. The socialist
working class of the Jewish territory has chosen
to follow its Zionist leadership in achieving a
separate state. As Marxist socialists—that is, as
the only consistent democrats—we believe in and
accept the democratic RIGHT of all peoples (in-
cluding the Palestinian Jews) to self-determina-
tion, to work out their own destiny as they see
fit. We said this even while advising against the
EXERCISE of this right to the point of separa-
tion.

The polities from which the Pan-Arab war
and threats of invasion flow is perfectly clear—
the aim of depriving the Jews precisely of this
RIGHT TO SELF-DETERMINATION. There is
therefore not the slightest iota of common ground
between the Arab landlords’ opposition to parti-
tion and our own. While we are more firmly than
ever of the opinion that the Jews’ choice of sepa-
ratism was a mistake and a setback for the only
long-range solution, we believe that the imposi-
tion of “unity” upon Palestine by Abdullah, the
Mufti or the Arab League would be a reactionary
solution even more disastrous in its consequences
AND A VIOLATION OF THE DEMOCRATIC
RIGHTS OF PEOPLES.

STRUGGLE ENTERS A NEW STAGE

To recognize the RIGHT of the Jews to self-
determination, if it is not merely to be a pious
obeisance to a formula, requires socialists also
to recognize the right of the Jews to DEFEND
their choice of separate national existence against
any and all reactionary attempts to deprive them
of that right, whether by Arab feudal lords or
UN imperialism. That is why we demanded rec-
ognition of Israel by the government, ‘and why
our British comrades particularly must demand
similar action by the Labor government-—as the
concretization of the demand that the imperialists
keep out. That is why we demand the lifting of
the imperialist embargo on arms to the new Jew-
ish state.

But the defense of Israel's right of self-deter-
mination against a reactionary war of invasion is
only one side .of the picture. Surely even the Zion-
ist leaders do not believe ‘that the "Palestine ques-
tion" will be over if only Abdullah stops short of
Israel's berders! On the contrary, it only enters a
new stage. On the one hand, the Jews face the
possibility of permanent gqerrlllu_ warfare, unend-
ing "border incidents,” and above all, such per-
manent national hostility with the Arab world as

. would make national existence a nightmare for the

Jewish splinter state. On the other hand, the un-
reproved demands by the Irgun and Stern gang for
the conquest of all of Palestine raises the same
question of future relations. For the socialist work-
ing class of Palestine that question is posed in
terms of the present struggle ds follows:

ARE THE JEWS—SOCIALIST WORKERS
IN THEIR MAJORITY—TO WAGE A WAR
OF NATIONALIST EXPANSIONISM, OR A
REVOLUTIONARY WAR FOR THE REUNI_-
FICATION OF PALESTINE FROM BELOW
AGAINST BOTH THE JEWISH AND ARAB
RULING CLASSES?

Today their strugegle is a war of defense in
the immediate circumstances. But tomorrow their
struggle will inescapably be transformed into one
or the other! It is to this question—what kind of
policy do we advocate now for the Jews in Pales-
tine in order to bring about the reunification of
the country—that we recur next week.

Started Now!

Our readers know that we have been more
than critical of the stand taken by the leadership
of the United Automobile Workers Union for in-
dependent political action AFTER 1948. Where
some readers have argued that we should have
taken the statement of the: UAW executive board
at its face value, whatever its limitations, and
hailed it as a step forward, we have subjected it
to severest criticism as representing in the cir-
cumstances an evasion of political action now on
the promise of doing something in the future. We
have insisted that the time for such action is
NOW and that promissory notes are, in the sit-
uation, more than a little suspect, even if the
UAW leaders are more to be trusted in this re-
spect than some other labor leaders who have
found it expedient to mouth out a few sufficiently
vague promises for the future.

There was no reason to delay action ‘which
is mandatory for the American working class.
No other need is as basic, at the moment, to la-
bor’s future as independent political action, as a

ditorials

labor party. However, it must be recognized that
precious weeks and months have been lost. It is
admittedly too late to put a national labor party
in the field for the 1948 elections. But there are
at least two things that can be done, that have to
be done, immediately.

“"1.Put local LABOR PARTY candidates in the
field for whatever post or posts seem suitable to
teh local situation—congressman, mayer, governor,
councilman, anything—and call upon labor to vote
for these EXCLUSIVELY.

2, Prepare NOW for the labor party that is
promised LATER.

The first of these requires, we think, little
argument. The possibilities in" any given city or
state are known. In some cases it ought to be pos-
sible to contest almost the entire slate of candi-
dates. In a city like Detroit, where the UAW IS
the labor movement, it requires only will to enter
the elections independently and vigorously. The
same holds for other cities in one degree or an-
other. Pittsburgh means steel, and steel means
steelworkers who are organized in a powerful un-
ion. It matters little for the present whether the
number of candidates we put forward is one or
one hundred, so long as it is clear that this ¢andi-
date or these candidates are labor’s and so long
as, in calling upon workers to vote for them, we
refuse to vote for any candidates of the Demo-
cratie, Republican or Wallace-Stalinist parties.

The second, we believe, is virtually self-evi-
dent. A labor party, based upon the unions and
seeking to lead the people of the United States,
cannont be built overnight. It cannot be ordered
into existence. Its organization as a powerful na-
tional instrument of the American working class
demands careful planning and consistent effort.
In short, it demands considerably more than
promises. .

At some time a labor party will develop. Im- -

pelled by the initiative of a strong and courageous
union, it can be speeded into existence. That is
why we address ourselves to the UAW so frequent-
ly on this issue; although it is as much the need and
responsibility of the steel worker, the packinghouse
worker, as the auto worker. The UAW membership
has on numerous occasions demonstrated that it is
in advance of other sections of the labor move-
ment. There is an active political interest among
the ranks of the UAW, an aleriness towards the
broad problems of the American people. At least
one leader of the union, Emil Mazey, is publicly
committed to advocacy of a labor party. While
the heads of other unions refuse to so much as
breathe the possibility of independent political ac-
tion, the UAW leaders at least make promises, and
that's something. Altogether, we think this reflects
the temper of the militants in the UAW. Hence we
feel ourselves justified in asking UAW militants
specifically to raise the issue and push it forward.

Promises have been made. Very well, Let us
ask token payments on those promises now! Post-
poning action until 1949 is a scandalous evasion
of labor’s needs today. But suppose we leave that
aside. If we are to have our independent politieal
action, our labor party, in 1949, it must be pre-
pared in 1948. We can start on the groundwork
immediately.

Concretely, what argument can be made
against assembling local conferences at once fo
consider the necessity of a labor party? Con-
cretely, what argument can be made against plan-
ning for a national conference, to meéet, let us say,
at about the time the UAW convention meets in
the fall? No argument—that is, no argument can
be made against these propositions by anyone who
professes to believe in a labor party or independ-
ent political action.

We see no reason for pussyfooting, or suicidal
politeness. Promises have been made. The union
membership has every right to demand that an
earnest of intentions be offered forthwith, Else
what proved to be too late for 1948 will prove to
be too late for 1949, for 1950, 1951 and 1952.

The point is: let's start now! Let us propose
that unions be called to local conference to plan
a national conference at which a program will be
drafted and final plans made to launch the labor
puarty.

Let us make this an issue in our unions today.
Let us especially at our UAW local meetings call
upon the UAW leadershlp to start the ball roll-
ing!
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Stalin-Truman Notes & Peace:

Of far greater importance than the question of who
won the now-concluded Battle of Diplomatic Notes be-
tween Washington and Moscow—and whether Molotov
was guilty or innocent of a breach of diplomatic “cour-
tesy” in revealing Ambassador Smith’s letter—is the
profound reaction this event had among the masses of
people everywhere. Perhaps nothing has served better to
illustrate the understanding prevalent everywhere that
the problem of war or peace is, in essence, the problem
of the struggle between the two great world rivals,
American and Russian imperialism; as well as the uni-
versal longing and desire for an end to the present un-
certainty and the assurance of real peace.

The eagerness, almost pathetic and deeply emo-
tional, with which great masses of people seized upon
these notes and wove into their contents their own de-
sires and wishes is a reaction that socialists everywhere
must understand and make use of to the full. From
Moscow, the UP reported how, “Russians crowded five
and six deep in front of newspaper bulletin boards....”
Workers, mothers with children, army officers read the
dispatches and then, “As they read, they nudged each
other, and made such comments as: ‘Good, liuh? Good!”
For the first time in months, many of them beamed at
those among them who obviously were foreigners.” An-
other source reports how, “For twenty-four hours peo-
ple on both sides of the Iron Curtain-in Europe
breathed more easily at this faift hint in days of
mounting tension of relief from the haunting fear of
war.’

The same reactions were prevalent in America and
are familiar to all of us. The slightest possibility of a
relaxing of the calculated strain between the two mon-
sters was seized upon cverywhere as an opportumty
for hope and rejoicing. As we all know, within twenty-
four hours this had all ended, dashed to bits on the
sharp rocks of Washington and the Kremlin and the
vicious words of Molotov, Truman, Marshall and com-
pany. Since that moment, the great issue—so far as
the press is concerned—has been, who “won”? Mean-
while, the rapidly dwindling interest in the entire mat-
ter is passing away and soon “normal” relations of
struggle and strain will return, -

STALIN WINS PROPAGANDA BATTLE .

It is not difficult to reply to the question, “who
won”? Strictly on the propaganda front, Stalinism
scored a victory as should be obvious to all. Surely
President Truman outdid himself in this turn. Im-
pulsively launching an ambiguously worded note on the
sea of diplomatic conflict, he gave the shrewd diplo-
mats of the Kremlin an opportumty to launch a cam-
paign for settlement of the basic issues that divide the
two great Powers ppecisely at a moment when Amer-
ican imperialism has not the slightest desire or interest
to make a deal! “The Soviet Government . . . is in
agreement with the proposal to begin . discussion
and settlement of the differencs between us,” said Mr.
Molotov in reply to Mr. Smith’s remark that, “So far
as the United States is concerned, the door is always
open for full discussion and the ‘composing of our dif-
ferences.” All the ludicrous protests tﬁat Molotov “re-
vealed” a diplomatic note will not do away with the
fact that his proposal ‘to discuss put Truman strictly
on the spot and smack up against the wall.

Blunderer Truman, of course, spent the next few days
explaining that no invitation for a conference was in-
tended, that nothing had changed and that the note was
not a bid {(who knows what it was?). Simultaneously, the
consternation created by this secrét détion-in-the capi-
tals of the T6 Madrshall Plan nations’ had to be calmed
down. But the world Stalinist press, with its gang of

fellow travellers, was furiously at work claiming that
Russia, which wanted to talk peace, had been repulsed by
a belligerent American administration. Meanwhile, a ten-
tative and temporary settlement was not one bit closer
than before.

It is difficult to imagine what Truman had in mmd
in launching his note. American imperialism is, at the
moment, on the offensive everywhere. It has begun
operation of its Marshall Plan, and is feverishly re-
building its military forces while preparing for mili-
tary guarantees to Western Europe. At the moment, it
desires no relaxing of the tension but, on the contrary,
hopes to drive Stalinism still further back behind the
Curtain by screwing up its pressures on all fronts—
economic in Western Europe, military in Greece and
China, ete. It wants no negotiations, now. Only an ex-
amination of the mind of Truman and his “advisors”
might provide an explanation to why Stalin was hand-
ed this propaganda gift.

THEY CANNOT BRING PEACE

Part of the motivation behind the Kremlin's eager
acceptance of this gift is obvious and has already been
stated. A fool — which Stalin is not — would have

* grasped the chance. But there are other motives. There

ig little doubt that the Kremlin, at the moment, is will-

“ing and ready to negotiate. There are ‘many reasons

why this is true. Stalin would be guite willing to sit
down and work out a deal with American imperialism.
How long it would last—in fact, whether one could even
be worked out—is beside the point.

Right now, Moscow is consolidating behind the Cur-
tain. A part, an important part, of this process is the
upbuilding of these areas industrially and economically,
in accord with Russian plans, of course. A successful
deal with America, from Stalin’s viewpoint, would in-
volve recognition of the Kremlin’s hegemony over East-
ern Europe and the Balkans—acceptance by America of
a division of Europe into twain, such as Wallace now
advocates. Secondly, once this division is agreed to,
Stalin would like the resumptlon of greatest Eastern
and Western Europe trading and commerce, above all
to get capital goods for the occupied lands.

Likewise, all reports make it clear that internal Rus-
sian economic life is not going oo well. Machinery and
capital goods, above all, are needed. Now that the Mar-
shall Plan has become a fact in Western Europe, why
should not Stdlin offer to trade a quiescent attitude on
the part of his qullmsf parties in ltaly, France, etc.,
exchange, let us say, for several billions of Idng’-ferm
American loans? Why not? The struggle between these

iwo imperialist rivals in Europe, as elsewhere, will as-

sume more and more a struggle of production, produc-
tivity, for the next period—in preparation for the next
military and political battles. Thus it seems to us that
Stalin would be far from adverse to a serious and very
concrete discussion with Truman. That it shall not hap-
pen today is clear. But tomorrow? The basis for a tem-
porary agreement definitely does exist.

Would it last, even if worked out? Would it mean
peace? Of course not. Great masses might hail such an
arrangement as meaning “final peace,” in their illusory
hope and yearning, but it would not endure. The basic
political slogan of LABOR ACTION—“Neither Wash-
ington nor Moscow”—has no meaning if it does not
teach us that neither of the great rivals will bring any-
thing but war, ultimately, and constant tension, cur-
rently. The great peace and ant-war potentiality whose
existence is so obvious, must be directed into independ-
ent paths that lead away from Stalinism and Amer-
ican capitalism; to self-reliance rather than dependence
upwn diplomatic séoundrels ‘and double-talkers. -

Henry JUDD
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THREE PAMPHLETS BY LEON
TROTSKY. Available through
LABOR ACTION Book Service.

By ABE STEIN

A tireless fighter in the cause of the
socialist revolution, .Leon' Trotsky
fused his rich talents as. a thinker,
writer and orator’ and forged a
uniquely persuasive and powerful
weapon. Trotsky's many pamphlets
are sparks from this sword. Though
each one was written for some spe-
cific occasion, they have exceptional
value for us because Trotsky’s genius
for compression enabled him to place
the problem- of the moment in its
proper historical setting and resolve
it in terms of the revolutionary strug-
gle. What Trotsky said on the 90th
anniversary of the Communist Mani-
festo applies to his own work: it
“astounds us . . . by its freshness.”

As a matter of fact, Trotsky's
pamphlet on the Communist Mani-
festo serves as illustration, Trotsky
penned his thoughts on the Manifesto
for a significant and happy occasion,
the first Afrikaans edition of the
Manifesto issued by our Fourth In-
ternational comrades in 1937. He did
not limit himself to a perfunctory
tribute. He subjected the Mamfesto
to critical review.

In the essefice of the matter, Trot-

sky insists, histery has proved Marx -

THESE BOOKS ARE AVAILABLE
THROUGH LABOR ACTION
' BOOK SERVICE,
4 Court Square
Long Island City 1, N. Y..

ficiencies, omissions,

and re-affirms the Manifesto’s analy-

5515 ‘of capltahst society, its inevitable
detline, the nature of the capitalist

state, the historical role of the work-
ing-class and the international char-
acter of the proletarian revolution.
What Trotsky has to say on the de-
“errors” and the
out-moded séctions of the Manifesto

we leave to the reader io discover
for himself. Needless to say, Marx

and Engels would have approved of
Trotsky’s critical approach, since his
aim, unlike the swarm of revision-
ists, is not to blunt the revolutionary
edge of this work, but to give it
greater contemporary sharpness.

Another pamphlet which is a mar-
vel of compression and generality is
Trotsky's ‘pamphlet on the Russian
Revolution, originally delivered as a
lecture to an audience of Social Dem-
ocratic students in’ Copenhagen in
1932. For  those  who lack access to
Trotsky’s “History of the Russian
Revolutmn," this summary outline is
mdlspensable Every aspect of the
Russian Revolutmn, from its social
origins, through the taking of power,
to its decay wunder the 'blighting
weight of the bureaucracy, is sketched
here. Whatever one’s disagreement
with Trotsky’s definition of the Rus-
sian state ‘and the role of the bureau-
cracy after its victory, the theoretical
breadth of this pamphlet, its concise
treatment of a variety of political
questions, give it a value far out of
proportion to its 16 pages.

In view of the continuing Stalinist

efforts to denigrate Trotsky's char-

acter, falsify his ideas and distort his
- historical role, a pamphlet wotth
reading now, is Trotsky's speech,

transmitted from Mexico to a New
York audience at the time of the
Moscow Trials. Called “1 Stake MY
Life,” it is Trotsky’s challenge to the
Kremlin clique to stand before the
bar of progressive humardity and
prove the fantastic accusations lev-
elled against him,

Again Trotsky seizes the occasion
and sets a particular event, the Mos-
cow Trials, in the proper historical
perspective. His brief but searching
analysis of the Stalinist bureaucracy,
its moral degeneration, and the ter-
rible consequences for the working-
class and. all mankind if it goes un-
checked are put down with passion-

ate intensity. What Trotsky says in
' this pamphlet is worth quoting as his

own answer to' the current Stalinist
attempt in France to insinuate that
Trotsky abandoned the proletarian
revolution. We quote: “The Moscow
Trials are perpeirated under the ban-
ner of Socialism. We will not concede
this banner o the masters of false-
hood!” If our generation “happens to
be too weak to establish socialism
over the earth, we will hand the spot-
less banner down tfo our children.
The struggle which is in the offing
transcends by far the importance. of
individuals, factions and parties. It
is the struggle for the future of all
mankind.”

In his'final sentences, we can trace
to its source, Trotsky’'s devotion to
the cause of :Socialism, “Under all
the severe blows of fate, I shall be

« happy, as in the best days of my

youth! Because, my friends, the high-

. est human happiness is not the ex-

ploitation of the present but the prep-
aration of the" future.”

- and Engels a hundred times right

The materialist conception of history,
and its most important postulate, the
class-struggle as a key to the under-
standing of historical development,
have withstood the test of events. In-
deed, says Trotsky, it is precisely the
epoch of Imperialism ‘which brings
“all social contradictions to the point
of highest tension” and 'gives the
Communist Manifesto “its supreme
theoretical frinmph.”

In like ‘manner Trotsky reviews

- FRENCH COOKING AT ITS BEST!
"A LA BONNE FRANQUETTE"

At the Villuge Bar & Restaurant
31 Eighth Ave. (Corner Jane St.)

Complete Dinner $1.25
A la Carfe from .90

YOU'LL MEET

YOUR

FRIENDS THERE!

By JACK RANGER

THE BEST THE SYSTEM CAN OFFER

The workers in the United States have, in the
period from 1941 to the present, enJoyed the best
that the capitalist system has ever given them or
is ever likely to give them. There have been more
jobs available than ever hefore. Money wages
have been higher than ever before More goods
have been turned out than ever before.

Yet, just how much better off are we today
than we were in 19397

Let us sit as a jury-and-judge and pass our’
Judgment on what capitalism has to offer us—not
in its worst days, not from 1929 to 1939, but in
its palmiest days, flushed with war and postwar
prosperity.

Today let us receive ewdence from one of the
journalistic bulwarks of captalism. Not from the
CIO research department, not from socialist ar-
chlves, but' from the U. S. News and World Re-
port, issue of May 7, an article entitled: “End to
Easy Raises in Pay: Workers’ Gains and Losses.”

,“Pay raises are going to come harder from
now on,” the article begins. “This is to be tiue
of raises in wage rates and in salaries as well.” -

The remainder of the article is a suceinet re-
port of what has happened to various groups of
workers since 1939, measured by changes in
weekly “real” incomes (that is, wages adjusted
or cost-of-living increases, after federal taxes).

WHAT HAPPENED TO WAGES

Here is what the report shows:

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT WORKERS:
Earned $36,16 in real wages in 1939; earned
$30.35 in real wages in July, 1945; earning $30.94
in redl wages today.

LIGHT AND POWER WORKERS: In 1939,
$34.38; in 1945, $33.82; today, $32.26.

RAILROAD WORKERS In 1939, $36.17; m
1945, $34.98; today, $36.74.

PRINTING AND PUBLISHING WORK-
ERS: In 1939, $32.42; in 1945; $31.58; today,
$33.55.

IRON AND STEEL WORKERS: In 1939
$27.52; in. 1945, $33.88; today, $31.20.

SCHOOL TEACHERS In 1939, $27.64; in
19456, $26.54; today, 26.41.

RETAIL WORKERS:
1945, $21.04; today, $21.10.

AUTOMOBILE WORKERS: In 1939, $32. 91‘
in 1945, $35.63; today, $33.33.

CONSTRUCTION WORKERS: In 1939,
$30.24; in 1945, $37.00; today, $35.58.

TEXTILE WORKERS In 1939, $1684, in
1945, $22.35; today, $24.83.

SOFT—COAL MINERS: In 1939, $23.88; in
1945, $34.07; today, $40.35.

RETIRED FEDERAL WORKERS ON PEN-
SIONS: In 1939, $23.01; today, $16.70. -

VETERANS ON COMPENSATION: In
1939, $23.00; today, $18.70.

That ends the simple exhibit.

In the light of this evidence, do you believe:
“the changes in ‘real’ take-home pay since the war

In 1939, $'21.17; in

end have meant only modest gams or actually -
have brought losses,” as observed in U. 8. News.

“All the strikes and tirmoil of the last three
vears led to a genelal marKing up of price tags,
both for wages and salaries and for goods. Yet
the net addition to living standards, except for
a few groups, was not great.”

PROVES NEED OF NEW WEAPONS

In the light of this evidence, do you believe:

That the trade union leadership of the United
States through its policies has adequately pro-
tfcm‘.j, the interests of the American working-
class

That if this is the BEST that capitalism has
to 2ﬁer, the capltahst system is worth defend-
ing?

That socialism, with its program of collective
ownership of the means of production under the
democratic control of the workers, and produetion
for use and not for profit, could possibly do worse
than capitalism at its best has accomplished?

That the workers can afford to continue their
struggle for better living conditions without.a
new weapon, the national labor’ party?

I+ Won't Work, Bud

“It has been said that any economic system
can succeed if people have faith in it."—From
Trends, April 1948, a bulletin published by the
National Association of Manufacturers.

With the Deep Thinkers

“It has been found by the economists that the
larger the income of a family the greater is the
percentage of its savings out of income.”—From
Trends, April 1948, a bulletin published by the
National Association of manufacturers.
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THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION ... 10¢
“WHITHER FRANCE (Chup | 10¢
THE COMMUNIST MANlFES'ro TODAY 10¢
| STAKE MY LIFE ........ccooooooooooiii 10¢
t Above 4 for 30 Cents

MA VIE ..ot $1.50
by T. Cliff
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Mr. Churchill Throws Bougquet
To Vyshinsky in His Memoirs

By ERNEST ERBER

(Continued from last week)

It is by now a well known fact
that a secret relationship existed be-
tween the Reichswehr and the Red
Army beginning in 1921. The victori-
ous allies, through the instrument of
the League of Nations, had turned
revolutionary Russia and defeated
Germany into pariah nations. Russia
was blocked off from normal diplo-
matic and economic relations with
the rest of the world. Germany was
disarmed and forbidden to rearm by
the stringent clauses of the Treaty of
Versailles. Russia had the freedom to
build a strong military machine and
had the manpower, but lacked the
necessary industry and “know-how.”
The German general staff could not.
conduct the experiments necessary to
develop their armaments, especially
artillery and aviation, on German soil
due to Allied controls.
and German army staffs, therefore,
came to a secret agreement to sup-
plement each other's needs. The Rus-
slans permitted German military men
and technicians to work in Russian
industries to develop their war mate-
rial and experiment with it on Rus-
sian soil. In exchange, the Germans
shared their -inventions and develop-
ments with the Russian army and
trained Russian personnel in its use.
The secret understanding was worked
out by the Soviet Commissar for
Foreign Affairs, Chicherin, and the
German Ambassador at Moscow,
Brockdorff-Rantzau. However, its ex-
ecution was left in the hands of mili-
tary men like von Seeckt and von
Schleicher on the German side and
Frunze and Tukachevsky on the Rus-
sian side,-who operated through an
elaborate conspiratorial apparatus to
conceal their work from the eyes of
French and English spies and Ger-
man liberals and Social Democrats.
(In 1926 the latter created a sensa-
tion by a big expose in the Reichstag
about the secret shipment of Russian-
méde bombs to the German army.)
It is quite likely that the Berlin-
Moscow military liaison was main-
tained through some third capital, like
Prague, in order to hide its tracks.
Meetings between Russian and Ger-
man attaches in Prague would be less
likely to be observed than in Berlin.

The Russian and German general
staffs had more than technical needs
as the basis of their collaboration,
Both of them / considered Anglo-
French imperialism and the network
of alliance of small states on the
Continent (Poland, Romania, Czecho-
slovakia,” Yugoslavia), as the main
enemy. Russian foreign policy pro-
ceeded from this point of view from
the very beginning and had no fear
of Germany except in the event that
it fell into the hands of pro-French
and pro-English elements, For  this
reason, the German Social Democ-
racy, with its strong orientation to-
ward the League of Nations was
fought as a deadly enemy by the
Comintern. The German nationalist
politicians and military leaders took
their lead from Count Reventlow's
dictum that “In domestic affairs Bol-
shevism is the main enemy; in for-

Catei'pillalr Plant

The Russian ’

eign affairs the capitalist of the West.”
They were willing to teach the Rus-
sians how to make the most advanced
'weapons in return for a share of
them for the Reichswehr, even
though they knew that the same
Soviet ships. that tnloaded mysteri-
ous crates for von Seeckt's agents in
Stettin also unloaded similar crates
for the secret arsenals of the military
apparatus of the German Communist
Party. :

After the 1923 events, the German
revolution receded into the back-
ground as a disturbing element in
the Reichswehr-Red Army collabora-
tion and the alliance grew ever
stronger. However, a new disturbing
element arose in the form of Hitler.
Unlike the conservative Right, Hitler
was not as unequivocally pledged to
a war against the West instead of the
East. Though Hitler was gontemptu-
ous toward the French, he held out
an offer of friendship toward Eng-
land, whie speaking about Ger-
many’s need for the bread basket of
the Ukraine. Following Hitler's vie-
tory in 1933, Stalin became thorough-
ly alarmed and undertook a complete
reorientation of Russian policy. He
began his orientation toward the
West, which led to the Stalin-Laval
pact, entry of Russia into the League
of Nations, the slogan of -collective
security and the policy of Peoples
Frontism. Hitler in turn began his
anti-Russian policy of the anti-Com-
intern alliance, especially friendship
with Japan. Germany and Russia
were squaring off against each other
and the collaboration between the
Russian and German military men
was drawing to an official close,

It is now known that a group of
German generals opposed Hitler's
"anti-Russian orientation and insisted
upon the old policy of “the main
enemy is in the West,” above all
combatting the nightmare of another
two-front war for Germany. Is it not
possible that a group of Russian gen-
erals likewise opposed Stalin's policy
of rapprochment with the West? It
certainly is not excluded. Moreover,
the hopes of such a group for Rus-
sian-German alliance would have
found encouragement in the knowl-
edge which passed in the higher
circles of the Russian leadership that
Stalin himself had concluded that
Hitler was here to stay after his suc-
cessful blood purge of the Roehm
opposition in 1934 and that it was
necessary to keep open a bridge to-
ward an agreement with Hitler if the
“ecollective . .security”,
down. General Krivitsky, the former
military intelligence agent of the
Russian army in Western Europe,
adduces considerable evidence for the
latter double orientation of Stalin's.
The best evidence, of course, is ad-
duced by history itself, in the form
of the Hitler-Stalin pact in 1939,

LIAISON NOT ILLICIT
ON STALIN'S SIDE

Is it not a possibility that the Rus-
sian and German military men who
had a common view on the need for
an alliance between their respective
countries maintained the conspira-
tive connections that had existed

Vote Routs

Stalinists; Run-Off Required

CHICAGO—The results of the NLRB
election held in Peoria, Illinois at the
Caterpillar Tractor Plant on May 12,
show a defeat for the Stalinist-led
Farm Equipment Workers Union and
make necessary a run-off election be-
tween the UAW-AFL and the UAW-
CIO.

Behind this situation lies a back-
ground of Stalinist misrule which re-
sulted in a body blow to the workers.
The Caterpillar workers have for
years been fed up with the FE lead-
ership. The first evidence of this came
over the sellout role of the Stalinists
during the war, when the workers’
interests were subordinated to the
demands of the war Russian-Ameri-
can alliance. The complete leadership
came over to the United Automobile
Workers and asked for a charter
which the UAW granted after getting
Murray’s approval. However, the
Stalinists moved fast. With Gerald
Fielde, their organizational director,
in command, they took over the local
office, expelled the leadership, and at
a crucial point before an NLEB elec-.
tion produced a wire from Phil Mur-
ray which condemned the “raid.” The
FE. came- out successful. Since then
there have been other attempts by
the International Association of Ma-
chinists and last by the UAW-AFL,
to take over jurisdiction through
NLRB elections.

This year because the Stalinists
had adopted the principle that they
would not sign the affidavits required
under the Taft-Hartley law, the com-
pany refused to bargain for a new
~ contract. The FE called the workers
out on strike on April 8 for a new
contract and recognition. The com-
pany sat back at this point, and let
the opposition unions do the rest for
them.

UAW-CIO ENTERS

Months ago the UAW-AFL, and the
IAM had petitioned for an NLRB
election, and a hearing was ordered
during the stri!te. At the Board hear-

ing, FE moved fo dismiss the peti-
tions as being untimely, and contain-
ing forged signatures.

The Board examiner ruled- agamst
FE and for the AFL, At this point the
UAW-CIO presented cards for two
per cent of the plant. The UAW-CIO
said it was not interested in an elec-
tion at the plant and that if the AFL
would withdraw, the situation would
be solved; however, it added, that if
the Board ordered an election, the
UAW would want its place on the
ballot. The election was then set for
May 12.

The FE strategy was to mstruct its
“people to vote “NO UNION,” hoping
that way to contnue as the bargain-
ing representative. The UAW actual-
ly started its campaign only during
the last week. The AFL organization,
which had submitted 9,000 cards, ob-
tained 4700 votes; the CIO-UAW,
2600; No Union, 2100; and IAM, 1400.
Therefore a run-off is necessary be-
tween UAW-AFL and UAW-CIO.

HARVESTER ACTS TOO

The situation in this plant reflects
the tragedy of the labor movement
today. With workers waging defen-
sive fights all over, we find here
a fight between unions as to who
shall be the bargaining representa-
tive. The Stalinists, who always sub-
ordinate the workers interest {o Rus-
sian foreign policy, have created this
situation, but the labor leaders who

-prevent labor unity are as much re-

sponsible.

The Caterpillar situation has em-
boldened the rest of the farm imple-
ment manufacturers. International
Harvester Company has just issued
its own “contract” to the FE in the
plants the latter represents, The doc-
ument is a vicious attack on griev-
ance procedure and rates of pay for
machine shop workers. The com-
pany feels that in order to retain
recognition FE will agree to anything,
and that, if they resort to sirike,
jurisdictional feuds will take care of
the rest.

P S PO S VA S

policy breaks -

since 19217 It must not be excluded.
Whether it will ever be established
by documents and witnesses is dubi-
ous. We do know that the phenome-
non of the German generals, headed
by the Marshals von Paulus and von
Seydlitz, entering the Russian propa-
ganda service after Stalingrad can
only be explained by an understand-
ing of their past views in opposition
to Hitler’'s anti-Russian orientation
and in favor of a war against the
West. It is therefore not excluded
that Czech secret service men came
upon. traces of what was now a Ger-
man-Russian liaison. -

However, considering Stalin’s pol-
icy as a whole and knowing his meth-
ods of work, and understanding that
the Russian military leadership was
far more closely conirolled by the po-
litical heads of state than was the
case with the German military lead-
ership under the Nazis, there exists
the greater probability that the liai-
son between the Russian and German
officers was illicit ONLY ON THE
GERMAN SIDE. If' it is true that
Stalin was keeping open a second
line of action, that of an understand-
ing with Hitler, he would have de-
sired a sub rosa relationship with
those in Germany who favored an
understanding with Russia, It was all
to his advantage and committed him
to nothing. If the time for an alliance
with Hitler arrived, such contacts
within the German general staff
would be of tremendous value to
Stalin. It is therefore more likely that
the German-Russian contacts that the
Czechs discovered were not news to
the Kremlin but part of a well-oiled
conspiracy.

In any case, the existence of such
a liaison between German and Rus-
sian military men cannot possibly be
considered the basis for the great
Russian purges. It is estimated that
the purges in their totality between
1936 and 1939 accounted for two mil-
lion victims' in the form of execu-
tion, imprisonment, forced labor or
.demotion to obscure posts. This, says
Churchill, was “perhaps not need-

less.” Why? In order to pave the way

for the Hitler-Stalin pact which was
signed only some months after the
purges ended? Or in order to get rid
of the pro-Nazi element$ and to make
Russia a firm friend of the western
democracies, such as Churchill is the
first to prove that they are not?

PURGES DESTROYED
REVOLUTIONARY OPPOSITION
There ' is no longer any mystery
about the reasons for the purge. They
represented the last stage in Stalin's
consolidation of* totalitarian power
and the final triumph of the new bu-
reaucratic ruling class over those who
were in any way connected with the
Russian Revolution. Stalin knew that
his regime would undergo severe

tests in the war that loomed ahead.

He knew that he might be forced to
make sharp turns in policy. He knew
that the Russian people would be
subjected to inhuman misery. The
purge was - assuranée that no one
would survive who could become
the center of opposition to' Stalin,
This is known to everyone today, in-
cluding such skilled apologists for the
Moscow Trials as Walter Duranty,
He wrote recently as follows:

“. . . a rather bright young Soviet
Russian said to me at the San Fran-
cisco conference:

“‘f can hardly understand how
your President (Roosevelt) dared
lead your country into war when he
knew that at least 40 per cent of the
electorate was in opposition to him
and to his policies,” he said.

“There you have in a nutshell the
difference between Russian political
thought and our own. To the Russian
opposition means treason, to be pun-
ished—as it was punished in the mid-
dle thirties—by exile and execution.”

If this truth has not yet dawned
upon everyone, it is being taught to
many in the hard way. Among the
latter is Benes, who was so anxious
to do a good turn for Stalin. Chur-
chill, today the leader of His Majes-
ty's Opposition, most certainly does
not subscribe to the view that oppo-
sition is treason. He does, however,
believe that opposition to Stalin is
treason—that is, if it is opposition
that seeks to revive the Bolshevik

program of workers' democracy and -

Socialist internationalism.

Personal Messenger

“As I stand at the door of your
hearts, praying for unity with you
and for your cooperation with me in
the mission which Christ has sent me
to do.” Speech of Archbishop McIn-
tyre of Los Angeles reported in the
N. Y. Times.

~
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Don't Get Excited, But

“Key officials in the wartime civil-
jan defense organizations were alert-
ed ‘to prepare for any eveéntuality,’
by Police Commissioner Arthur W.
Wallander yesterday. ‘This does not
mean that an emergency is imminent,’
Mr. Wallander commented. Dr. Har-
ry S.'Mustard, Health Commissioner,
said his department had perfected a
‘disaster mobilization plan’ about two
months ago. ‘We are in a position to
mobilize our facilities and forces in-

stantly,. he declared.” N. Y. World
Telegram.
- . 7

By A. FERRARA

(Continued from issue of May 10)

The bourgeoisie, of Latin America
came to the Bogota Conference seek-
ing the support and aid of American
Imperialism. Hence its willingness to
grant the United States ready access
to South America’s raw materials and
_its willingness to enter a military al-
liance in preparation for World War
III. In exchange the native bourgeoi-
sie expected the offer of such mate-
rial and political aid as would help
it solve its current economic diffi-
culties and bolster its rule. Above all,
it demanded, and still does, American
aid in carrying forward the process
of industrialization which was given
a considerable impetus during the
second World War. This demand was
concretized in the request for a gen-
eral fund of 6 billion dollars to be
used in the development of basic in-
dustries in Latin America.

For several reasons the issue of
industrialization is unpostponable for
the Latin American bourgeoisie. Un-
less it acquires the most advanced
equipment for its industries it is in
danger of losing its war-won domes-
tic markets (and profits) to foreign

competition. Besides, the absolute de-

cline of Europe, Latin America's
most important pre-war market, com-
pells it to develop native industry as
the consumer of its industrial raw
materials. Finally, and most impor-
tant of all, industry must be devel-
oped if World War III in the not too
distant future is not to have the same
disrupting effects on the South Amer-
ican economies as World War IL

Dependent on the metropolitan
centers for industrial and consumer
goods, the war-time scarcity of goods
in Latin-America set an intolerable
process of inflation into motion, a
process which has extended into the
present period. The social turmoil
and political overturns epidemic in
South America today are largely
traceable to this cause. While the
bourgeoisie flung itself into an orgy
of financial speculation and indus-
trial expansion, the masses suffered
untold misery and want.

MARSHALL MAKES U. 8
LINE BLUNTLY CLEAR

' However;as the Bogota Conference
showed, the intentions of American
capitalism towards Latin-America are
aggressive; in the extreme. The Unit-
ed States has no intention of subsi-
dizing the grandiose plans of the
South American bourgeoisie. In his
speech to. the Bogota Conference, the
American :Secretary of State, Gen-
eral Marshall, announced that the
American government was willing to
contribute; a fund, not of 6 billion
dollars as:was proposed by the Co-
lombian government, but of . . . 500
million dollars. While dangling this
unappetizing carrot with one hand,
Marshall raised a big stick with the
other. Heybluntly told the Confer-
ence that-only private- American cap-
jtal could  supply’ the desired funds,
and that this private capital must
have adequate protection against ex-
propriation and limitations on .its
right to withdraw profits from the
country where it is invested. In pur-
suit of this goal, the United States
pushed an economic: declaration
through the Conference in defense
of foreign:(American) capital. While

American Imperialism in Latin America—A New Stage

'What Did Bogota Conference

the Bogota Conference approved this

‘resolution, a third of the delegations

declared their countries would not
ratify such an agreement,,

Marshall was referring not only to
the future of American capital in
Latin America but to the fate of past
and present American investments,
which amount to about three and a
half billion dollars. At the present
time, many large American manufac-
turing companies in Latin American
countries are closing up shop because
of restrictions on the right to send
profits back to the Unifted States. In
addition, there- is the ever-present
spectre of expropriation. American
capitalism is determined to prevent
a repetition of what happened in
Mexico in 1938, when the entire
American and British investment in
oil was expropriated.

Despite existing difficulties how-
ever, American invesiments in Latin-
America continue fo increase because
they are profitable. One &pecific ex-
ample will serve as illustration. In
1946, after paying taxes and royalties
to the Venezuelan government, the
Creole Petroleum Corporation showed
net earnings of more than 83 million
dollars, the highest earnings in the
history of this Standard Oil subsid-
iary. Furthermore, the profits reaped
by all direct American investments
in Latin America in 1946 amounted
to almost 275 million dollars and con-
stituted 49 percent of the income de-
rived from all direct American in-
vestments abroad. A qualitative anal-
ysis of American investments in Lat-
in America reveals that a major
share .of this capital is invested in
the exploitation of mineral resources
and raw materials. And because of
its highly profitable nature, more cap-
ital is flowing into this type of in-=
vestment than any other. But this
type of capital investment only con-
tinues and intensifies the colonial en-
slavement of -the Latin American
economies.

PRESERVING U. S. MARKET
IN LATIN AMERICA

The aggressive stand taken by
American Imperialism is not restrict-
ed to defending and extending the
“rights” of foreign capital in Latin
America. There is also the question
of the “right” of access to the Latin
American markets. For the United
States, the Latin American market
has become of paramount importance.
In the pre-war period, the United
States supplied roughly about 30 per-
cent of Latin- America’s imports.
Moreover the United States was
steadily losing ground to Germany
and England who offered markets for
Latin American products. In 1947
however, the United States alone sup-
plied about 65 percent of Latin Amer-
ica’s imports. Translated into the lan-
guage of money this means that
whereas in 1939, the United States
only sold 548 million dollars worth
of goods to Latin America, in 1947
this same area bought 4 billion dol-
lars worth of American commodities.
The increasing importance of Latin
America as a market for the United
States is reflected in the faect that
while only about 17 percent of Amer-
ican exports went to this area before
World War II, it took almost 30 per-
cent of the 14 billion dollars worth of
goods which the United States poured
into the world market in 1947.

However, the end is in sight. With
the exception of Cuba and Venezuela
every country in Latin America has
set up restrictions of one sort or an-
other against the unlimited entry of
American goods. Four reasons com-
pel the Latin American countries to
take this course hostile to the United
States. First, a developing unfavora-
ble balance of trade, since Latin
America is buying more than she is
selling. Secondly, the desire to con-
serve war-time acquired reserves of
gold and dollars. Because of the in-
flation in the United States, the pur-
chasing power of these reserves has
diminished considerably. Thirdly,
Latin America is glutted with con-
sumers goods from the United States.
As one official of the Mexican gov-
ernment put it when announcing im-
port restrictions “There are enough
canned foods stocked in Mexico to
last three years; enough refrigerators
for two years; radio and phonograph
stocks are sufficient to last for more
than two years ... and so forth.”
Finally, there is the desire of the
Latin American bourgeoisie to pro-

tect their war born industries from -

the competitive flood of American
goods. Despite the endless number of
treaties signed and diplomatic .con-
ferences called, the United States can
no more halt the contraction of the
Latin American market than King
Canute could reverse the waves of
the sea. The Geneva Agreement for
the reduction of Tariffs, and the Ha-
vana Free Trade Charter are just so
many paper victories the TUnited
States has won to win unconditional
entry into existing world markets.

Being aware of this fact, the

United States is not- just relying on

.- diplomatic agreements in this strug-
gle. It is using the full weight of its
economic power. For instance, any
country violating the Havana Free
Trade Charter by setting up “un-
warranted” import restrictions loses
its right to borrow gold and dollars
from the International Monetary
Fund. The United States, of course,
has the largest number of votes in
this fund and .can decide one way
or another in-any given situation.
Another example: in the Sugar ‘Act
of 1948 which sets quotas for the for-
eign suppliers of sugar to the United -
States, there is the infamous Z202E
clause. This clause empowers the Sec-
retary of Agriculture to reduce the

gquota of any country “that denies

fair and equitable treatment to the
nationals of the United States, its
commerce, navigation or industry.
While this clause was specifically
aimed at Cuba (the largest supplier
of sugar in the American market)
for passing a law stating that a cer-
tain amount of goods leaving Cuba
must go on Cuban owned steamship
lines, it was also designed as a warn-
ing to the rest of Latin America.

To defend its capital investments
throughout the world as well as in
Latin America, American Imperial-
ism created a potent weapon in the
World Bank for Reconstruction and
.Development. No country which has
defaulted payment on its bonds, or
expropriated foreign capital without
“adequate” compensation, can borrow
from the World Bank, which has a
potential lending power of billions.
Because of this fact, many Latin
American countries are today resum-

"No Strike” Deal Backfires —

(Continued from page 1)

tke steel union proposed that action
on their wage demand be extended
until the effects of thiz price reduc-
tion could be seen, the company firm-
ly declined. It had the union right
over a barrel. The justification origi-
nally given by the union for signing
such a two-year contract was to “sta-
bilize” wages which in turn was to
keep steel prices steady also,

The wages are frozen all right;
that part of the deal worked out just
fine and the company is highly grali-
fied with the bargain made. But
what’s on the-other side of the led-
ger?

ASTRONOMICAL PROFITS

As far as price increases are con-
cerned, since April 1947 the steel trust
has jacked up the price several times
to the tune of $11.32 a ton. Hence a
cutback of $1.25 still leaves them a
substantial margin of profit.

Ben Fairless, head of U. S. Steel,
told a Congressional hearing that the
new price increases were “in the
public interest.” So arrogant was Big
Steel's attitude that even reactionary
Senator Taft had to rap U. S. Steel’s
knuckles at the tlme of their last $5
increase in February, asserting it was
an’ unjustifiable inflationary increase,

Price increases have proceeded at
a rate of 3 to 1 compared with wage
increases. As a resulf, profits in the
industry are reaching astronomical
heights. The mnet profit for 1947
amounted to over $17 billion for the
industry, an increase of 59 per cent
over 1946. U. 8. Steel alone cleared.
$127 million in net profit. The in-
dustry is having a field day gouging
the American consumer.

The hands of the union are tied by
the two-year no-strike contract whlch
the conservative leadership insists on
respecting, although the steel barons

have flouted their part of the bar-
gain not to raise prices. The union
leadership allowed itself to be cor-
nered, but that is no reason why the
nation’s steel workers should accept
this weak-kneed policy.

Nor can the battle be won by run-
ning full-page ads humbly appealing
for public sympathy and support.
That's not the way steel workers
won ‘their past victories.

BOSS OFFENSIVE

The policy of the steel companies
must be seen for what it is: a brutal
offensive against:the living standards
of the steel workers and an attempt
to set the pattern for all of American
industry faced with the third round
of wage -increases. The acguiescence
of the steel union to this arrogant re-
fusal to discuss wage increases seri-
ously damages the position of the

,auto workers and the unions which

are now negotiating for wage in-
Creases.

All the more reason why the steel
workers at their convention should
have rejected this do-nothing pelicy
of the leadership. Short on action,
these leaders are long on talk. With
verbal belligerency Murray thunders
at the steel companies: “We have le-
gitimate, licensed extortion and it is
driving the people of the United
States into econemic fear. . ... Never
in the history of our country has
there been such an orgy of extortion.
It must be stopped.”

And how does Murray propose to
stop it? His program is to assure the
companies that the steel workers will
be good boys and stay in line, and to
fill the air with whines and com-
plaints about how unappreciative the
steel companies are despite the good
behavior of the union. Such a policy
can only reinforce the steel trust's
offensive against the union.

That the steel workers stand ready

‘to fight was demonstrated by the
type of appeal that was used at their
recent convention to get them :to
adopt a dues increase. The resistance
of the delegates was softened by a
speech from Murray which appealed
to their militancy and readiness to
do battle. He pointed -6ut that some
107,000 members are under contracts
due fo expire before December 1948,
and that it is “reasonable to assume
that 50 per cent of them will be fight-
ing with their backs to the wall.”

Unfortunately, no delegate. rase to
challenge Murray’s U. S. Steel policy,
which cannot but fail to weaken the
struggles of future steel strikers. U.
S. Steel sets the pattern for the other
steel companies; their refusal to grant
wage increases will be aped by the
other companies. Nor will they be
stopped merely by Murray's waving
of the big stick.

LABOR CAN MEET IT

The steel. industry’s vicious anti-
union policy is highlighted by full-
page ads now running in the slick
magazines. Typical of the bilge pro-
duced is one by Columbia Steel and
Shafting Company.

In big type the ad asks: “What's
your definition of a traitor?” Their
answer includes this gem: “A nation-
wide work stoppage in any one of our
basic industries, such as coal, steel,
or transportation, causing shutdowns
or cutbacks in every other industry,
can damage America more than if
some traitor sold -out every. plane,
gun, or atomic secret we possess.”

True, they don’t urge the death
penalty for strikers; that much is left
to your imagination, but it wouldn't
be overtaxing it. Such an ad is not

accidental; it is part and parcel of ’

big business's offensive against labor.
It is the propaganda barrage. The
steel workers can meet this offensive
only by organizing a counter-offen-
sive of their own, '

.

)

M edan:
ing payments on American loans
ma}de in the 1920s.

RULING CLASS FOLLOWS -
AN IRRESOLUTE POLICY

~ Aggressive American imperialism is
sure it can cut the Latin American
cloth to its own measure, that is, ex-
ploit it as an exclusive colonial de-
pendency. Its confident attitude is
based on certain consequences of
World War II. Before the second
World War, the United States was
but one among several imperialist
powers striving to maintain and ex-
tend spheres of influence in Latin
America. Hence Roosevelt’s concilia-
tory “good neighbor” policy of trade
concessions and government loans,
Oriented toward the European mar-
ket and nourished on European capi-
tal, the Latin American bourgeoisie
could play off the German-English
bloc against the United States with
varying degrees of success, The “in-
dependent” attitude of Argentina, for-
instance, rested on this fact. World
War II all but liquidated Europe as
a political and economic factor in
South America. England’s decline il-
lustrates this fundamental change in
the Latin American scene. While the
United States continues to pour cap-
ital into Latin America at the aver-
age rate of about 50 million dollars
a year, the English have been forced
to ligquidate almost a billion dollars

. worth of their investment in the last

few years. In a word, the Latin Amer- ,
ican countries are today at the mercy
of American Imperialism.

The Bogota Conference marks a
turning point in Latin American
politics, inasmuch as it bluntly estab-
lished the decisive position of the
United States. Will the Latin Amer-
fcan bourgeoisie submit or will it
struggle? Stern economic “necessity
will compel it to act in defense of
its interests. Insofar as such measures
infringe on the “rights” of American
capital and trade, it will come into
conflict with the United States. But
no section of the Latin American
bourgeoisie, not even the Argentine,
contemplates a serious struggle
against the Uniteﬂ States at the
present time. A  serious strugg'lo
against American imperialism would
have to begin with the program of
revolutionary expropriation of for-
eign capital. And only the oppressed
masses can supply the power, the
driving force to execute such a pro-
gram. Before such a prospect, the
Latin American ruling class, an ex-
ploiter in its own right, shrinks back,

Rejecting a program of revoliitions
ary struggle that might jeopardize
the rule of their class, the Peron’s,
Dutra’s and Aleman’s will snatch at
economic concessions, move forward
one step, and under pressure from
Washington move back two. A con-
crete example of this wavering course
is provided by Mexico. In 1938 Mex-
ico expropriated American oil inter-
ests. In 1948 Mexico is again opening
the door to American exploitation of
its oil fields. Not long ago Mexico re-
eeived a loan of 50 million dollars
from the United States to stabilize
its currency. At about’ the same time,
Mexico moved against United' States
trade by initiating import quotas.

- Until some decisive change in the
world situation such as war or de-
pression takes place, the struggle of
the Latin American bourgeoisie will
continue to take the irresolute and
contradictory form outlined above.
Only if the Latin American working-
class takes leadership can a genuine
and liberating struggle against Amer-
ican imperialism develop in the near
future. A discussion of this important'

problem we reserve for another ar--
ticle soon.

Jewish. State

(Continued from page 1)
porting these moves. It is highly
probable that the U, S. embargo .on .
arms to the Near East will be lifted
in the near future,

England, contrary to expectahons,

- has not recognized the Jewish state

and is permitting its officers to di-
rect the Transjordanian invasion of

Palestine, Its senior pariner, the U. :

8., will' probably - close its eyes to
this glaring “complicity’ by Britain.

Russia, too, after a few days of
suspense has recognized the Jewish
state. The Russian satellites who had
been expected to be the first to rec-
ognize Israel held up action, await-
ing word from Moscow, after the
French Stalinist press attacked the
government of Ben-Gurion as sub-
servient to the Western powers. With
Moscow’s recognition, they are sure
to fall in liné.

One thing the events in Palestine
have wunderscored is the complete
impotence of the UN. The UN, far
from being the hope of peace, has
proved itself again to be nothing but
the tool of the big imperialist pow-
ers, especially the U. 8., who use it
when they see fit. After talking for
weeks, the UN adjourned without ac-
complishing - anything.

It proves again what Marxists have.
always said—that despite the illu-
sions of statesmen that they decide
events, the- actual power to decide
things lies in the hands of the people,
in this case the Jews and, Arabs of
Palestine:
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