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N. Y. Woikers Party Rur

The Workers Party has

its national secretary, Max
Shachtman, for Mayor of the
city of New York.

The nomination was made
at a city-wide membership
meeting of the New York
branches of the Party. At this
meeting the autumn cam-
paign was discussed, and it
was felt that since no inde-
pendent labor candidate was

running, it was the duty of|} '
the Workers.Party to run a”

candidate that deserves the support of the labor move-:
ment.
Max Shachiman

Workers Party. He is the only candidate that has. pro-
posed a program for the reconversion period. The adop-
tion of this program can prevent the mass unemploy-

is well known to the advanced
workers of New York. He has been the candidate of
the Workers Party in previous campaigns. In 1941 he
carried the banner of the Workers Party as its candi-;
date for Mayor in the famous anti-war campaign that.
was conducted that year. He is also very well known'
for his many years of service to the labor and socmhsﬂ
movement, as a writer, speaker, and organizer. - :

Shachtman will campaign on the program of the

ment that is already beginning to develop, and that is
certain to attain the astronomical proportions of 1932,

The cornerstone of the Workers Party reconversion
program consists of the right of every person to a job
at decent wages and the right of every unemployed per-
sonto full unemployment insurance,

' His candidacy will give the workers of New York an
opportunity to vote for a Mayor who will represent
labor and not the bankers and real estate interests,
whose faithful puppet La Guardia has been for the last
twelve years.

s Shachiman for Mayor

program. Despite the many other tasks that the Party
has to do, it believes that it can put this campaign over
with a bang. If the enthusiasm of the nominating meet-
ing is any criterion, then the campaign is certain to be
a success.

But the efforts of the Workers Party members will
not be enough. The support of thousands of advanced
workers who are not members of the party but whe are
sympathetic to the aims of our candidate will also be
required. As the campaign develops they will be called
on to accomplish various tasks.

The enthusiastic. New York membership of the
Workers Party decided to mobilize its full resources, so
Ithat it can conduct a vigorous campaign around this

Next week LABOR ACTION will publish the plat-
form of the Workers Party in this campaign.

By MARY BELL

San Francisco
‘Pecace Planners’
Won’t Stop Wars

If “war is the continuation of politics by other (i.e., forcible)
means,” then the peace is the continuation of the politics of the
war. It is in this light that the San Francisco Conference to form
a new “League of Nations” and to construct a new peace must

be viewed.

The First World War was a struggle for profits and markets
between two groups of imperialist powers which ended in a rob-
bers’ peace at Versailles. The victors of that war formed their
organization to keep. the peace, the League of Nations. How well

they kept it is shown in the ac-
companying list of thirty - odd

big and little wars since 1918!

“WE CANNOT FAIL”
Just as the “war to end

.wars” ended in a mockery, so
+is the “crusade against fas-

cism,” the war for the principles of
the Atlantic Charter, ending in a be-
trayal of its professed aims. While
fascist arms have been defeated by
those of the United Nations every-

, where in Europe, no real democracy
. exists on that entire continent. Fas-
" cists less conspicuous than Hitler,

Goering and Goebbels—but fascists,
nevertheless—are used by the Allied
Military Government to continue the
rule, harrassment and exploitation of
the German people.

How couyld it be otherwise? The
profiteers and exploiters control. the
governments of the United Nations.
It has been their armies, their poli-
cies, their war, and now it is their
imperialist peace.

For them it has been a profitable .

war. Singly or collectively, they have
gained ‘control over or annexed out-
right most of the territories and pop-
ulations of Europe between France
and Russia. Just as great fruits are
about to be picked in the Pacific.
But the war has its other side,
even for the imperialist plunderers.
It ‘has meant a frightful destruction
of the property they value so highly,
their own and that of the newly en-
slaved countries. It has meant the

“WE MUST AGREE”

weakening of the faith in their sys-

tem of the masses of the people who

bear the burdens of their wars. They
(Continued on page 3)

peace. ...

against Soviet Hungary.
Russia.

1920, Poland occupies Vilna.
1921-23, Greek-Turkish War.

1922, Japan occupies Vladivostok;

Rubhr.

Indonegia.

China.

. war in Morocco.
between Bolivia and Paraguay.

advances into Tibet.

1936-38, Spanish Civil War.

1939, German invasion of Poland;
Russian invasion -of Poland.

How the first League of Nations, organ-
ized after the First World War, kept the

191.9. Intervention of the Czechs, Ruménisns and the South Slavs
1919-20, Intervention of Poland and the border states against Soviet

1919-25, The Spamsh War against the Riffs in North Africa.

1921-25, British War against the Wahabites in Arabia.

1923, Lithuania oceupies the Merel region; the Entente occupies the

1925-26, French War against the Jebel Druses in Syria.
1925-26, Spanish-French punitive expedition in North Africa.

1926, U. S. A. intervenes in Nicaragua.
1921, Italy's temporary seizure of Corfu; Dutch régime of terror in

1927-34, Seven expeditions against Soviet China.
1930, French punitive expedition against the Annamites in Indo-

1930-31, British colonial war in Burma and Northwest India.
1931, Italy occupies Tripoli region.
1931-32, Japan occupies Manchuria; ﬂghtmg at Shanghai; French

1932-33, Japan-Chinese war; ‘war between Peru and Colombia; war
1933, France occupies Yunnan and nine. South Sea islands; Britain

1934, Spahish-French war agamst North African tribes; war in Ara-
bia; Japanese advance into Mongolia; Ethiopia invaded by Italy.

1941, U. S. and Japan declare war; U. S. enters Second World War.

‘The second "Le_d@ue.-" the World Security

Council, is being organized on the same ba-
sic principles as the first!

the Irish rising against England.

declaration of Second World War;
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Yipsels Join

orkers Party

No Socialism in the Socialist Party

To All Members of the
‘Young Peoples Socialist League:
Those of the Young Peoples Social-
ist League interested in building a
revolutionary organization have long
recognized the reformist nature of
the Socialist Party. With its public

" relatiens-agent, Norman Thomas(un-

doubtedly "a man of good will), the
Socialist Party has. completely aban-
doned in practice the principles of
revolutionary socialism, and thus
represents an undisciplined, confused
and absurdly heterogeneous organ-
ization oriented primarily toward the
middle class. It has no roots in the
labor movement. A typical leader of
the party has recently approved.the
apt characterization that the SP is
a “pdrty of preachers.”

While this has been interpreted by
some as a sign of the innate good-
ness of the Socialist Party and its
program, such a party cannot or-
ganize or lead a fight for the achieve-
ment of working class power. Those
parties in other countries corre-
sponding to the Socialist Party of
the United States have indicated
their degeneracy by entering into
coalitions with capitalist parties. The
only reason why the SP has not

© taken this final step is that it has not

had the -chance.

The = Young Peoples Socialist
League, as'the youth section of the
party, has sought, however, to main-
tain a militant left-wing position in
face of the obstacles presented by the
leaders .of the party.

CAN'T' REFORM REFORMERS

ar YPSL, members have in-
cregsingly felt- the impossibility of
carrying on effective socialist work
under conditions of affiliation with a
reformist party. We have been under
‘the burden of constantly apologizing
far ‘it. Our position has been made
even more contradictory by being
compelled to recruit militants to the
YPSL on the basis of opposition to
the very party with which we have
be n. agseciated!

For some time, many of us have

therefore carrie’ﬂ‘i_"-on discussions in

Chicago concerning the future of the

. YPSL. We agreell, in these discus-

sions, that the 'SP cannot be re-
formed and thatf the future of the
YPSL lies in separating from the SP

\and in buildin; a genuinely revolu-

tionary socmhstmvemgnt of the
youth and adults, The hopes of some
of us that an entirely mew revolu-
tionary party could be formed, with
us as its youth section, were proved
upon investigation to be illusory.

We, the authors of this statement,
are convinced that the greatest need
of the day remains the bmldmg of a
truly revolutionary party in which
the youth will have ample opportu-
nity to contribute' to the advance-
ment of the socialist cause and to
clarify and educate itself and others.

Instead of moving consistently in
this direction, some of the leaders
of the YPSL sought to turn us back.
They have launched a. campaign of
miseducation, misrepresentation and
confusion against Bolshevism, the
principles and history of which they
have distorted.

JOIN WORKERS PARTY

The active members of the YPSL
have been increasingly interested in
the question of Bolshevism and anx-
ious to acquire an education on it.
This explains why many of them
have discussed it with those social-
ists who defend Bolshevism. The aim
of the recent campaign of misrep-
resentation could only be to prevent
us from closer association with the
revolutionary socialists. Our associa-
tion with these comrades has, how-
ever, convinced us that the place for
every militant ¥ipsel is in the ranks
of the Workers Party. We do not
mean that we necessarily have agree-
ment with every single point in the
program of the WP. It may be true
that we will find differences with it.
However, so far as we have been
able to observe, there is no GPU in
the WP. It is not a totalitarian or-
ganization. In it we will have and
will utilize the opportunity to pre-

sent any differences of opinion and
to discuss them in accordance with
democratic principles.

The WP has proposed that the
YPSL join it with full autonomy and
on the basis of relations to the WP
to be decided freely by the youth.
We accept this proposal. We are
joining- the Workers Party with the
intention of establishing a socialist
youth movement that has behind it
an effective revolutionary party. We
ask all other members of the YPSL
t6 follow us in this action.

(SIGNED)

Ann. Moore, editor of Challenge;
member, National Executive Com-
mittee; member, Chicago District
Executive Committee; former organ-
izer, New York and Chicago Dis-
tricts; former editor, Midwest Young
Socialist.

Eleanor G.—Member of National
Executive Committee; member of
Chicago District Executive Commit-
tee; business manager of Challenge;
former organizer and secretary of
Chicago District; former organizer,
Socialist Party of Baltimore; mem-
ber, National Student Committee.

Ed Russel—Secretary, Chicago Dis-
triet;: alternate to National Execu-
tive Committee; alternate to Chicago
Distriet Executive Committee; sec-
retary, University of Chicago Circle;
member, National Student Compmit-
tee. .

®

We endorse the statement. We are
and were in complete accord with
the ‘ideas expressed therein when we
resigned from the League several
weeks previous to the decision of
these comrades. We call upon other
members of the YPSL to join the
Workers Party in the struggle for
revolutionary socialism.

‘ (SIGNED)

Jerry Gould—Milwaukee YPSL.

Shirley Waller —Former Chicago
District Executive Committee mem-
ber; editorial staff, Midwest Young
Socialist; executive secretary, Chi-
cago District.

HT” ENDING:
K BEGINS!

By DAVID COOLIDGE

The Willow Run bomber plant and its workers have "WON
CAMPAIGN RIBBONS" and are "READY FOR HONORABLE DIS-
CHARGE." "Willow Run's job is done." Thus spoke Col. Nelson
S. Talbot, central district air technical service communding offi-

cer.

Col. Talbot is an officer of the U. S. Army and a representa-
tive of the government of the United States at Washington. He
represents the man in the White House, who is head of the Demo-
cratic Party. This is the party which millions of werkers voted

“for last November, when labor split its millions of votes between

the capitalist Democratic Party and the capitalist Repub!icaa :

Party.

Price Rise
Given o
Steel Barons

The Office of Price Administration,
which has done such an excellent
job of preventing genuine control of
prices on consumer goods, has now
granted price increases to the steel
industry amounting to from $80,000,-
000 to $100,000,000 a year. This price
boost was given to the steel barons
despite the fact' that profits are at
least 200 per cent higher than peace-
time profits.

The profit-mad rulers of the oteel
industry, however, are not satisfied
with this latest gouge. They claim
that the OPA has not acted fairly
with them and that their latest de-
cision is “wholly inadequate and un-
acceptable.”

The interesting fact about ﬁus de-
cision by the OPA is that it came on
the day that this Administration an-
nounced the findings of its study on
peace and war profits before taxes,
The OPA study covered the period
from 1936 to the first half of 1944
for 1,120 leading industrial corpora-
tions and revealed that the “first half
of 1944 profits before taxes were
larger in volume than ever before
in peace or war."”

The report of the 1,120 leading in-
dustrial corporations showed profits
of $3,164,000,000 (before taxes) dur-
ing the first half of 1944.

What Col. Tulbor ye‘ry bru-
tally admits about the Willow
Run plant will be said about
every big war plant in the
country: the workers have won
campaign ribbons and are now
ready for their honorable discharge—
by the shipbuilding companies, the
mine operators, the aircraft and-auto-
mobile manufacturers. The bombs,
bulléts and tanks are piled up. “La-
bor has done a magnificent job.” The
machine tool industry is ready and
equipped for the Third Imperialist
World War. The steel industry is
ready for a ‘“vacation.” All of the
“arsenals of democracy” have pro-
duced and produced and produced.
“American labor has done the great-
est production job in history.”

Labor won campaign ribbons dur-
ing the First World Imperialist War
and was discharged whén the war
was over. In the industrial upsurge
of the late twenties labor also won
its campaign ribbons and was honor-
ably discharged in 1929, never to be
employed again until’ the “made-
work” fury in preparation for the
Second World Imperialist War. .

CAPITAL SITTING PRETTY

Now that the shootihg is over in
Germany and fewer bullets, tanks,
planes, bombs and ships ate needed
for the last phase of the war, the
capitalist ruling class and its govern-
ment at Washington don’t know what -
to do about jobs for the millions of
workers and the hundreds of plants
that were constructed for war pro-
duction.

Capitalist industry has put away a
nice nest egg for the post-war days.

(Continued on page 4)

Continental Workers Win Partial Victory

DETROIT—The strike at the Conti-
nental Motors Corporation that start-

ed on May 10 with enthusiasm ended-

today on a sorrowful note. As was
reported .last week in LABOR AC-
TION, a mass meeting was held of
Local 280-UAW members on May 11
at which the strike vote was taken.

The members of the local were all .

for staying out. The local leadership
urged the men to stay out and even
the International Représentative,
MeDaniels, and the Regional Director,
Norman Matthews, supported the
strike. This was a healthy change
from the usual role of international
officers as defenders of the paralyz-
ing no-strike pledge.

The strike had one demand: restor-
ation of the status quo as of May 10.

That would mean the reinstatement.

of the 48 men fired in direct viola-
tion of contract and the 1500 men ar-
bitrarily laid off without even as

much as a notification sent to the
union. .

McDaniels, Matthews, and local of-
ficers had urged the men to fight for
the return to the status quo. On May
18, after one week of the strike, the
union called a meeting of the local
which was attended .by about 1500
men. This meeting was called NOT
to ask the membership what they
thought of the settlement that had
been agreed upon between the local
officers and the management, NOT to
take a vote on whether they want to
go back to work on those terms, but
merely to INFORM them as to the
terms. The men who had voted to go
on strike were not asked to vote on
the terms of going back.

The settlement itself was only a
partial victory. The 48 men were re-
instated. But the 1500 men who were
not fired but merely laid off, who
had white slips instead of blue .slips,

stayed out on the sfreets. When a
rank and fller rose and asked about
the “status quo” that was supposed
to have been restored, McDaniels
squirmed out of it by saying status
quo was not really status quo. It was
really a slip of the tongue. All that
was meant was the reinstatement of
the 48, etc., ete.

Another rank and filer rose and
asked about the 40-hour week, He
pointed out that the union had voted
to fight for a 40-hour week before any
layoffs would take place. He wanted
to know whether the union had
fought for this before yielding to the
company on the question. The answer
was that the local was waiting for
the International to get a national
40-hour week at Washington. Thus
by waiting for the perpetually plead-
ing International leadership, the local
leadership violated the mandate of
its own membership and avoided the

only way out of the mass of problems.
the cutback brings in its wake,
namely the 40-hour week with no cut
in take home pay.

This was clearly the sentiment of
most of the workers at the meeting
but the discussion was sidetracked
into the details of the agreement be-

tween the bargaining committee and:

the ‘management on procedure for
inner plant transfers and future lay-
offs. While the plant was still on six
days and (in some departments) sev-
en days a week, the union was bar-
gaining on procedure for future lay-
offs. This is like repairing broken
plaster in a house that is shaking on

its foundations. Of course there must.

be proper procedure, but the key
question, the main direction in which
the effort of the union should be
spent is in keeping the men at work,
not in how to layoff “properly.” For
despite Mr, McDaniels’ sympathetic

suggestion that the men take unems
ployment insurance it is not easy:ts
buy pork chops on $20 a week,

The latter half of the meeting wap
devoted to the discussion and ag
proval of a modified “model clause”
for veterans' seniority which had
been agreed upon by managemeént
and the bargaining committee. This
was urgent because of the fact that

among the 1500 laid off were included

over 200 veterans. Here, too, it should .
be evident, that it is no real solution
to take seniority from one and give
it fo another, take bread from one
man’s mouth and put it in another's.

For purposes of war, in the inter-
ests of the devastation and carnage,
not only was every man entitled to a
job, he was forced to take a job.
Why not in peacetime? For fabulous
war profits ‘there was work, why not:
now?

(Continued on page 2) -
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SACRAMENTO "SILENT DEFENSE"
UNDER THE ESPIONAGE ACT

By RUTH PHILLIPS

One of the first victims of the first
“war for democracy” was the Bill of
}'hghts When America entered the
w;rdr Con_gress passed the Espionage
:Act. Its avowed purpose was to con-
-trol spies and enemy agents. Ifs real
purpose was shown by the fact that
only ten or twelve German agents
were prosecuted under the act, while
~hundieds of radicals, mostly mem-
.bers of the_ Socialist Party and the
‘Industrial Workers of the World,
were thrown into prison under
charges of conspiracy against the
government.

This was an attempt to silence
those who were telling the ._A,li'_lerioan
people that the war was in the in-
terests of the profiteers. Eugene
Debs and other leaders of the Social-
ist Party, the entire leadership of

: comtqitted while

the IWW and scores of menibers of
both organizations were persecuted
for exercising their rights of free
speech, frée press and free assembly.

IWW TRIAL

In Satramento, forty-six members
of the IWW were tried on conspiracy
charges. They were -held in jail for
fifteen months from the time of their
arrest to the time-of their trial. In
addition to the violation of the righis
of free speech which their arrest and
trial constituted, their civil liberties
were completely ignored while they
were in jail. The offices of their de-
fense fund were raided six times, and
the fund secretaries arrested and
added to the.list of dependants. They
were held mcommumoado The in-
d:cl.mgrits .Against them were in-
creased to include crimes of arson
¢ they . wei‘e in jhil
They .were -so .cruelly treated that

fendants.

five of the defendants died before
they eame to. trial.

It was clear from the outset that
the trial was a grim fdrce, a mere:
formality, and that judge and jury
were prejudiced against the .de-
The .defendants refused
to participate in the trial or to of-
fer any defense. In dramatic pro-
test against the entire proceedings
they went on a strike of silence.
They sat through the whole {trial,
grim, defiant, silent.

They were found guilty and given
sentences of excessive severity, de-
spite the complete lack of evidence
against them. The only “proof” of
conspiracy advanced by the prosecu-
tion was that all the defendants were
members of the same orgamzatlon'

When sentence was imposed upon
thém, the defendants at last broke
thelr rule oI silence as they ]omed
voices in singing. the “International,”

"-.rg

Dear -Editor:
1 have just finished reading "BIacI:
y" and, not having. seen a. ;'e\ncw
of it in LABOR ACTION yet, I'd like
't‘o give you my impressions.

*Rl(;hard Wright, with his method
; of writing., and his moving word pic-
tures, which describe emotlons and
eelmg’s simply, is probably the best
. fitted man in the country to asswthe
+ihe rale he has chosen. That is, to
portray accurately the role of the
Negroes as it has been. I speak of
ihe past, for as yet I know of nothing
by Wright describing modern city
and labor conditions.

His "Native Son,” for instance, was
‘primarily about a type of personality
.with_all of the minor themes p]ay-
ing on how such a person came to
be. But he as yet has not done much
.except depict. That is, all of his writ-
.Jngs are. directed against one of the
gleat scars on the I.aco of this con-
“tinent — “race.” This is good and
necessary but precludes a responsi-
bility to do something of a positive
natule All sorts of people will read
““Black Boy” and “Native Son” and
if they are even slightly thoughtful
and possess a modicum of justice
they will get some of his points.
So what? There is a large gap be-
.{ween knowing something and pos-
sessing the necessary energy and mo-
{ivation to do anything about it.

. The, cautlous liberal - minded per-
son (I will not get wound up in de-
+fining a political hberal) must not
only, know something but must have
-1 p,retty good reason for domg some-
thmg ahout it. Even if that sort of
5 persoh was influenced and motivated
‘10 express his opinions strongly in
; favor of rdcial equality it would only
be a.drop in the ocean. Individual ac-
';wn ‘against such a problem counts
for nothing., Wright is speaking for
{his race, which is a relatwely small
2 I.‘hal. has been mﬂuenced and

(Cyntintied from page 1)

: Every. man a job? It is that position

the unions must take, not one of bar-

gaining with management on how to

expedite layoffs and how to pit ohe

~.worker against another by senzorlly
-« shifts.

~THe, woakels of Local. 2BD dlsplaypd
;nsplglng solidarity in ifs one-week

A Reader’s Observations

- f, u BJ ﬁ

- ,sugh a length of time that much eof

it has given up; hope.

In {Bldclt Boy" Wright tells essen-
tially of his personal struggle, of an
extretiely snnsihva and impression-
,able youth wiio,is Yevolted by what
_he sees around him. Squalor, ggno-
rance and hatred are the dissgnant
chords that play jon his senmhve
-ears so lopdly that-he rebels in hor-
ror from the—.fkldck South., Hemakes
it clear. that He was. extremely lucky
to get away from its filthy clutches.
But possibly because it is he and
not someone Who could see it more
objectively, he throws little light on
one of the main quéstions which his
book brings to mmd

Just what chance events occurred
to make him as he was? I thought
while reading it that a great many
Negroes in the: South must be
brought up in a very similar envi-
ronment. with nearly all of the
same factors operatmg on_ them.
One is leﬁt to assume eﬂ;het of a cou-
ple of untiue things. In fact the con-
clusions one might jump to are very
bad for Wright's very reason for
writing the book. A very pre]udlced
person might think Wright was only
an exception to the rule that “N__rs”
are usually dumber than whites. If
he'd offered a few theories that he
must have had abbut his psychologl-
cal reactions fo the events which
shaped his future, that kind of per-
son might not have .got the impres-
sion so strongly that here was a bio-
logical sport.

He says nothing . ahout those Ne-
groes with capabilities who are not

as fortunate as himiself in being able °

to do anything about them. The other
oonciusmn which otie might jump to
is that Wri‘ght rather enjoys this
build-up of the gifted, hypersenm-
tive youth_and for_ that reason pur-
posely leaves blank the question of
How it came abolt that Imany peo-

ple will feel. the individuality of his -

character. Either conelusion is bad

strike. ‘The reinstatement of the. 48
was an unquestionable victory. But

- in. not carrying through to the, 40- -

hour week and eliminating the lay-
off, the local leadership. -went against
its own members and Jeft the door
open for the future layeffs which.can
only result in more unemployed, a
weakening of the union and a pros-
perous holiday. for the bosses.
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for his mﬂuenc:ng purposes and. even
for his “artistic” mo!.,wes But it is,
I t,hink an almost insurmountable
obstacle for even the most frank and
honest ‘writer to deal with the essen-
tially subjective sub]ect of his .life

‘in a completely obJectwe mahnner.

The theme of the haok, dat,m«'
back. to Norms ahd,; Crane ;and ..con-
tinued through Dreiser, Anderson
J. T Farrell and a.host of others of
the naturalist school, is -good be-
cause it tries to evaluate the forces
and their component diréctions on
the development of a person. Wright
shows the forces but not quite in
their correct quantities. From this
point of view his “Native Son” is
far superior. Therefore, this particu-
lar variant of. the naturalist theme,
though often used, ¢annot haveé the
same ring of truth as the wvariant
where a Bigger Thomas or a Studs
Lonergan is developed.

For a young.person who is at-
tempting to get a fuller picture of
the forces at work around. him, this
type of reading is the best he can
get. But I emphasize it is only the
beginning, for it is not-enough just to
know about these things. The next
step must be-action of a positive na-
ture. One might ask why a further
literature could - not be developed
which is a step beyond just setting
the problem down, as the naturalists
attempt. The answer is obviously that
such a development of literature
would go far ahead of fact and re-
quire the reader as well as the au-
thor to stretch his imagination be-
yond a breaking point.

Naturalist literature, with these
limits, can only be a preliminary
educating factor. From this, radical
awareness must be awakened in la-
bor unions and labor experience.

I'd like to see a further apprecia-
tion of the book by one of your
staff,

Jack.

]
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NEWS AND VIEWS FROM THE lABﬂR FRﬂ‘NT

.townships on .a

A new turn in PAC organizational
methods is being made throughout
the state of Ohio in conjunction
with a similar one nationally.

This naturally raises the question
in the minds of politically conscious
workers who understand the need
for the PAC to transform itself into
a fighting INDEPENDENT Political.
Action Congress of Labor., Does this
turn tend to stimulate or retard such
a good deve!opment"

The turn itself is mmply this: The
PAC is now cOncentratmg its atten-
tion toward ‘building. up territorial
uhit ot:gahlzahons .;n pnecmcts and
bqs;s of ip,(u\ﬂdnal
‘membérship. Me,mbershap recruiting
on this basis has. been begun in con-
junction with . ;pl‘a\ns to Build up the
finances of the organization.

The move itself is on a strictly or-
ganizational plane. There is no hint
that a simultaneous change is being
made in the POLITICAL PROGRAM
of the PAC, either in the localities,
states or nationally.

Signs seem to point to pressure
Having beeh put dn the natl.ohal “PAC
io the. eﬂect that; the Attorney-Gen-
cral's office, might not always be
w:il:ng to permit. direct union con-
tributions fo.PAC.and that j dl‘{ldual
contributions therefore shougd be
stimulated, along with jndividual
membership.

Back in January, Chairman .Kroll
of the State PAC _stated that such
territorial drganizat Iions would make
“representatlon m re demacratic by
making it possnbl_e for ward and ;pre-
cinct workers fo r e to top flight, po-
sitions in’, state, {:_._unty and city . or-
gamzai.}.ons ”

NO POLITICAL CHANGE

In other wokds, the new turn or-’

ganizationally . woiild tend to consol-

Labor Notes from the West Coa

By AL MARKS

California’s budget for 1945 to 1947
will be $633 710843 of 73 bills put
before the Cal;fo‘mia legislature by
the people, not onl_a was passed.- Not
one cent was forthtoming for public
health, for fair e loyment pi'acuce
commhissian,’ for““iu‘lg"emﬂloymeht, or
for equal pay for equal work.

Here are a few faises given for be-
mg patriotic:
Railroad commissioners $8,000-$12,000

Chief Justice U, 8. 16,000- 18,000
- Assoc., Judges : 15,000- 17,000
Assoc, Judges .. 15,000- 17,000
Judges: District’ Court
of Appéal _____ " 14,000- 16,000
Judges, L. A. Cotnty.. 12,000- 14,000

Judges, San Frantisco.. 12,000- 14,000
Judges, Alameda 2> _ 12,000- 14,000
Judges, Ventura .. 10,000- 12,000
Judges, Orange __._.___ 10,000- 13,000
- Judges, Riverside, _ 9,000- 11,000
Judges, San Eerna.rdino 8,500~ 15,000

A committee, headed by Assembly-
man Harrison W. Call, was to make a
report on pay needs of lower bracket
state employees in ten days. That was
30 days ago. Obviously, this was orily
a sop fo state employees to keep
them quiet until the leg.tslature ad-
journs, and theén, “So sorry, -you'll
have to wait until nekt year, as it's
too late now.” While AssemBlyman
Call doodles around, the rest of the

company trace pattems on the table, :

and the Sacramento Legislature db-
tains for the people of California
exactly nothing.

L. A. food clérks went out on a
one- da:v strike here the 9th of May.
in _protest against  the usual WLB
failure to -act on wage increases. Ple-
vailing rate is $3'? pelr week, 33 below
the San Franciséo averagﬁz They ton-
tend it is just as expensive to live
here as in San Francisco, Ten thdu-
sand clerks were involved, with
$3,500,000 tied up in retroachvo pay
from a year's wait. Five thousond
union members met in ‘clofed Session
at the .Shrine Amiltormm

Y

Who's dizzy now? Ryan Aero Co,
needs men- Hadly. At the same tithe,
a total of 1797 were laid off from
other Aero plants in San Diego dur-
ing the week ending May 5, Could it
be the wiages are too high, -and the

.workers want - to _be patnotlc by

working for lower wages elsewhere?

s el SR 2 LT

OId Capitalist Political L

idate the PAC's past and present
POLITICAL program, and would fa-
cilitate lining up the wonkers again
in the future to. give support to can-
didates runhing on the tickeéts of the
old-line capitalist parties.

Kroll further stated: “We have won
a national election but subsequent
events have demonstrated that we
won NO ISSUE....The plans before
us are the best possible solution for
the present. I do not know what the
future may bring, but this is a start.”

A very frank admission indeed.
f‘We won no issue " That is, labor
.gained mothing from its, electoral
“victories” last fall! But msteag of
_examining WHY no issue was won
throngh all the time, effort and
monty of PAC supporters, the PAC
believes that expansion on the old
basis plus a new ORGANIZATION-
AL turn may bring better success.

What a pipe dream! PAC suppott-
ed Governor Lausche of Ohio who

found it politically destrable to go out
of his way to urge the pa'sage of
Roosevelt's slaye labor ,_Bauey
bill recently. The labor-]
ront Beacon Journal h;l !
_possible o éndorse Lausche last No-
vember. = ¢ 0
PAC - backed Congressman Walter
Huber of Alkron answered weighty

labor protests against his support of
the slave bill in this airy manner: “I

.gave a great deal of thought to this

legislation and I remembered that I

.hiad been nominatéd and elected on

the pledge to support President. Rglo-
sevelt and all legislation that might
shorten the war.”

As good “liberal” capitalistically-
minded Democrats, these two speci-
mens of PAC politlcs indicate that
they are bound in no way to support
labor’s deminds, accordiig to the
past and présent political lii'o:ra)h
of PAC.

Why, then, should not the PAC be
PRIMARILY concerned with over-

{3 wants the Army to withdraw.

New rDeal ,or not.

e TSR " ;
Montgomery Ward and the Army Seizure
Fhe GIO union at- Monigomery Ward, whi¢h once joyfully Hailed
goveghmqnt sbizure of Sewell Avery’s stores, now thinks differently.

e Army has done nothing to carry out the small concessions which
the War Labor Board ordéréd for the workers. Result—the unioh is
falling to pieces. The workers are losing confidence in it.

I;he very sare t!ung happened durittg 148t vear's selziire, but union
nﬂiﬁals still ret(alned Aheir fsﬁth in a “friendly” government. !

AB-;LABOR AC’I‘ION polmed out Both last yéar and this, the pur-
.Jpose of such geizures is not to help the workers but to break strikes.
'.g'ha,t’s the way it has always  worked u.nder capitalist governments,

Of course, some unions don't let their strikes be- broken so easily,
seizure or no seizure. Witness the coal miners. But they aren't bol.lml
hand a.m! foot by a no-strike pledge.

Or could they be rétiring on their

wages earned by working for “con-
siderate” employers?

Weslern Hospitality or Hostility —.
Recently organlzed in El Monte Cal-
-l.torma, is.a_group called Bl Monte
Mounted. Police, who were speolﬂcal-
1y organized to put. down “nigg
trouble aftér the war. Rumbor has it
that all _police and, as usual, all city
mgamzatzons haye been issued ma-
chine guns with 1nstruct10ns These
screwballs with S‘I.lpﬁI‘lOl‘lt._Y complex—
es strut around in cowboy outfits with

revolvels as big as old buﬂalo guns
on their hips. The Jewish and. Negro
question is being blown up here to
huge proportions, and will pop after
the war.

There has been talk of moving
1500. families of Negroes ontq_‘;he old
Al Barnum winter circus grounds,
just outside El Monte. Why don't
these exponents of a capitalistié¢’ gov-
ernment be consistent? They 1falk
about the right to have capital and
ake and save money, hving and
workmg as they wish, but when such
péopie as Jews and Negroes do it

less than twenty per cent;

_siohs are subject to revi
son, the Director of Eti

o

justice, is re-established” ¥

from the War Labor, Bohrd

the public press.

Oregon Waodwoﬁkers Want to
Withdraw from Laber Board

Whereas, tlie War Labor Board has refused to in any way alter the
Little Steel formula, this in spite of the fact that it is concede& that the
cost of living has risen between January, 1947, and October 1,944, a
minimum of thirty per cent (CIO réports show it nearér forty-four per
cent), while basic wage ratfes have mcreaséd during the same period

.Whereas, the Executive Board of the CIO United Auto Workers
Umon has urged that the cro w1thdra\.\_r its representatives from the
National War Labor- Board, this in view of the fact of the émasgeula-
tion of the powers of e -boanun wage dis] utes in as much as its: deci-
nd delay both By the ob:ii and Judge Vin:
ie Stab:hza 'foh

W}‘sereas. Emil Rievé, presldbnt ‘of the Textile Workers Union, has ™
resxgned as ah a]ternate rhember of the WLB and has also urged the
CIO to wiﬂld‘raw fro:n the* WEB “unless the WLB's original authority
to function as a dec151on-makmg body, acting in' the interest of equal

Whereas, hundreds of* dispute cases are so bogged down in admin-
istrative routme that they reqmre months and even years for such de-
_cisions as the board -is permitted or permits itself to make, that such
delay creates more disputes ﬂ:lan it settles. Moreover, labor has found
it pwctlcally ;mposs:‘ble fo secure compliance with those decisions
awal;ded where an employer refuses tp obey the directive order;

Whereas, the WLB abrogates the right of collective bargaming and
in return. neither has it mamiamgd purchasing ‘power, achieved full

. employment nor has it resulteq in uninterrupted production;

'I‘herefore be it resolved that Local 307, International Woodworkers

of .America, go on 1eoof'd as fsvormg‘ the withdrawal of CIO members

Fuither resolved that we péhhon the Exedutive Board of our Inter-
national Union to take like action at their next meeting; v

Further resolved that copies of this resolution be sl}bnﬁtted to the
offices of the IWA, the CIO and to Columbia River District Council and

—Passed. by Roseburg Local, So. Oregon, March 28.
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hauling its POLITICAL program?

Such an overhauling would first of

‘all précldim that hencéforth the PAC

REFUSES to give support to any
candidate who runs on the Demo-
cratic or Republican tickets. It would

‘tell potential candidates for ofﬁce

that PAC first found it necessary to
apply to them an elementary test of
loyalty to labor before they could
get labor's votes.

THE REAL TEST

That test would be: “Run on an in-
dependent PAC ticket against all

“comers! Then we will know thit you

are OUR candidate and subject to
‘our diréct influence, mot thal of tho
various Beacon Jnumn.ls." )

Short of such an overhauhng of
its politlcal outlook and program,
the PAC can and will get nowhere
—especially with the workers, who
every day grow more disgusted with
the anti-labor antics of their sip-
posed “friends” who got into high
office with PAC help.

It can and must be changed. That
change can only come about through
increasing demands from the ranks
of labor itself for the PAC to cease
its dependence upon the capitalist
politicians and enter the ﬁeld as the
forthright defender of labors mter—
est. Then and only then will 1abor be
able to work out its full ideas for 1ts

. emanmpahon

It's up to the individual rank and
file worker to press this pomt of view
and orgamze wlthm hls umon toward
that end Sid H111man anc’l Jack
Kroll alen 't interested.

they imimediately want to rescind
such practice. %
.

After interest, deductions, etc, the
three largest stores in LA netted:
May Co. — $5,562,000 — $1,500,000 for

contiﬁxeﬁeles.

Bullock’s ‘(inc. With' . Mugnin Co.)—
$2,705, 486 net.

Fifth. St. Store—S!l‘lS 951—$50WI] con-
tingencies

The A Santa Monica bus drivers'
strikes were all won. The first was
an unauthorized “wildecat” strike, but
it won its demands—time and a half
for time over eight hours minimum,
callbaoks on days off, and payments
for rest periods in split shifts. These
wére all wor and the drivers Wwere

‘called back to work, but time be-

tween runs was léngthened to fifteen
minutes mstead of the wusual seven
‘and a Half, ‘throwing thnteen ‘men |
out. Adother strike was called; au-
thorized by A. F. Whitney, ﬁresldent
of the Brotherhood of Railroad Train-
nien.  Demands Were won again ‘and
“all are bdack to work. Fiftéeén add:-
tional demands are guarantéed 16 b
arbitrated within teh days.
®

You want a raise? Just a moment,
‘while T consult @n authority. Hello,

' Los.Angeles County Judges? 1 have

a custom®r Kere Who wants A raise.
You only allow fringe raises‘* ‘Well,
you must have quite a rring’e—$2 000
worth every year, to be exact. The
Assembly approved it atid now 1t is
in the Sénate, which We can Pe sqre
will not véto it. Nothing like keep-
ing the small, underpaid politician
fi'om havinig a sub-norimal standard
of living. You must protect the com-
mon man, you know

Price economist fol Bureau of La-—
bor Staustlcs, on March i.), ending
thivty-day period: “Lds Arigeles cost
of living has risen 6/10 for food, 1/10
for ‘clothing.”

L ]

Earnings of Paramount : Pictures,
It for period ending December 30,
$16,488,106, or $4.39 per coinmon
share,  after all charges, deductions,
1ntexest {plus) $1, 500,000 contmgenb
Cles.
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Of Specidl Interest to Women

By SUSAN GREEN

Wornen are supposed to be bored by figures.
_But heré are ﬁgures g‘uaranteed to stiv up plenty

“of . feeling.

Food and clothing prices are a very sore spot

for all housewives. With malice afore

column is going to put $alt on the sore by telling
you something about the ‘proﬁt's that industry is
i gettmg out of those high prices that we are paymg
'I‘he OPA made a study 6f 1,900 eompames, eom-

paring their pi‘c‘ﬁts in war year 1943 w

age of peace yeéars 1936-39. Of speclal interest to
women are the OPA findings régardmg ihe food

B and clothing industriés. Here are t

Tacts:

The canned and irozen foods industry in 1943
increased its profits over 1936-39 by THREE HUN-

DRED AND FORTY-THREE per cent.
Dmry products compaiiies ‘pocketed

DRED AND FIFTY péer cent more profits in 1943

than in the 1936-39 period.
Meat packers gained FOUR HUN

TWENTY-FOUR per cent during those war years
Sugar concerns boosted their gam EIGHTY- SIX

per cent.

ThHe cotton textile manufacturers’ take chmbed
by SEVEN HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-TWO per

cent.
The leather tanning and finishing

a jackpot with a FIFTEEN HUNDRED per cent

increase.
These are ﬁgures of the OPA—the

_agency which was supposed to but l’ailbd to Keep

prices down;
helpmg profits up.

thought, this

ith the aver-

erything?
he shocking

TWO HUN-

DRED AND times that figure.

to the consurier.

So the War Labor Board and Congress and
Pres:dent 'I‘ruman all agree that wage increases
would be too. too terrible. More wages would, alas
and. alack, hrmg about uncontmliéd iriflation,

However even a housewjfe who may not un-
dérstand 1r1g0nsmet1y and calculus can still smell

industry hit

government

succeeding \very well, ]mwever, in

®

But what is this loud pmtest we hear from these
profiteers of a nation’s sweai. and blood? Oh yes;
they are shouting that fhese proﬁ.ts were before
taxes, and that the governmetit too _a large share.
To be sure, the government took stme, bit not
enough. Every housewife will agree that what-
ever the government takes from the war profit-
eers, it isn't enough. Why should the capitalists
be permitted o make ohé cent mo¥e war profits
than peace profits, whilé the’ péuplc sacrlﬁ%e ‘ev-

But the matter doesn't end here. There is an-
other important aspect. It concerns wages.

Many unions have been clamoring for wage
increases. They demand that the Little Steel for-
mula’ be dumped for a very good " reason, That for-
mula’ freezes wages at a fifteeny,per cent increase
while the cost of living has gone up at least three

And how do the industrialists.respond to de-
mands for wage increases? « T}ggse }qloated profiteers
beat their chestd and swear they cahriot afford to
grant wages increases unless they also rnise pﬂees

By SUSAN GREEN

an odorous lie. Why cannot companies making up
to 1500 per ceni war proﬁts over peace profits,
give thelr wot-k’ers wage increases wlthout passmg
the cost on 10 the housewifé? -

N6t only could wagés be ifcreased, but prices
could be reduced and still war profits would ex-
ceed peace profits,

While the capitalists
scare the people with the bogey of inflation, they
are protecting tremendously inflited war profits,

and their politicians

Thus the policy of Washington is determined
by the war profiteers. As a concrete example take
the ‘Problem of textilés and clothing. -

Somé weeks ago the WPB inda OPA announced
a véry optimistic plan to prodiice more loW-priced
textiles ‘and clothing. We were promised that by
spring there would surely be' a marked increase
in the supply of children’s things, work clothes
and wornen’s wear, at prices working people can
pPay. 'What happened?

That textx}.e industry which in 1943 made 772
per cent moré war profits that it did in the peace
"years descended upon Washington with objections.

Congress held hearings. Much time was killed;

much Hot air was dispelled; bit real pressure was

brought to bear by the té¥tile barons. The WPB

and OPA fell back steacllly The much-publicized
‘Plan got lost in the shuffle. -
" THe housewife looks it vain for the low-priced .
garmenis promised. She will still pay around a
dollar. for a boy’s cotton sport shirt that used to
cost akound thirly-fiine cents before the war,
"And as for the \\fage‘s of textile workers, the
WLB grudgingly alléwéd ‘a five-cent increase in
mininitith wages, from fifty _cen{’s to.fifty-five cents
an hour—thus raising thie substandard minimum
wage from $20 to $22 a week stall very much “sub”

by' any stand‘ard

By any standard, the profits of the textile capi-
talists are “super.” And the politicos in Washing-
ton are right behind them.

[

Washington bat:ks huge war profits not only
in policy” But in taxpayers’ ‘money—thé pay-as-
you-go money taken out of wage envelopes.

The sugar mongpolists during the war got gov-
erhment priming o ‘the “éxtent of $84,000,000 of
taxpayers' money.

Chapler can be added to chapter in this story
of a very successful marriage of government and
industry. One o6f the most touching ones is the
latest plan of Congress and the Administration to
rake avallable to wir-profiteering business nearly
$6,000,000,000 in fax exemptions and refurds—
while prices stay high, wages stay lower, the pay
‘envelope continues to bt flattened by taxes and
other touches, and tens of thousanids of w’orkers
beeome jobless and wageless.

“Peace Planners” Won't Stop War - -

(Continued from page 1)
fear too much further extension of
the present war. They quake ‘at the
. anticipation of a third world war.

“We cannot fail,” said Anthony
Eden at San Francisco, expressing
their sincere horror at the prospect
of lack of agreement arong the
Uitited Nat.mns in~ order to ‘obtain
peace. “This pllgr:mage of death”
"must be stopped, said the Prime ‘Min-
ister of South Africa, and war must
he made a “moral lmpossibi’lity ”

And that is the purpose of the
gathering in Cahfcrma,_ to set up a
. mew “League” of ‘the victorious na-
'iions to try once again to keep peace.
But, however sincere the .anti-war
"wishes of the gentlemen at 'Frisco,
;-they are making an imperialist peace
and thereby guaranteeing, as surely
as the earth turns, new wars.

THE SAME—YET DIFFERENT

Who is at San Francisco? “The
same nld codgers” as participated at
the first League conference, one lib-
_eral wails, No, not qulte The same
old lmparia.list codgers—the govern-

mental and diplomatic representa-
tives of the imperialist profit-takers
who run the nations.

Some of them, especially the Eu-

ropeans, are not even the legally .

elected representatives of thelr ‘coun-

{iries, since no eléctions have been ;

held since the early Nazi invasions.

Practically all of the smaller na-
{ions’ representatives are subordi-
nated to one or another of the big
powers.

Semi-fascist powexs_and Argen-
tina is not the only one, nor even the
only Latin American one—are there.
" No ene at San Francisco reépre-
sents .the millions. The workers and
'prmltlcers and anti-fascisfs and in-
derground movcments and ot:cu;iants
of conicentration camps’ and the forty
million. fallen of all nationalities
lave mot a sigle spokestma.h It is
only to the shame of the Iabor lead-
¢rs that they beg across e Bay in
Oakland for admission to this assem-
bly of the ruling classes.

Did we say that this new “League”
was like the 0ld? While its organiza-
tion, charter and personnel are fun-
damentally like the old, it reflects the
“deterioration of capitalism which has
-taken place since the First World
War.

MONOFPOLY OF POWER

' Juét as monopoly in industry has
. broken down free competition in the
"system of capitalism, so has a mio-
nopoly of political power supplanted
the free competition among nations.
‘The Big Five run the show. And of
those Big Five, China .is a satellite
of the United States and France'is
only a second-class power.

© Stettinius, in an unguarded mo-
ment, stated that if the Big Five dis-
agreed, nenther the world security or-
. ganization net any -of its. provisions
wounld mean anything. Incontrovert-
ible fact! The supremacy of thec big

jpowers is embodied in the creation
.¢f two bodies, the assenibly of the
.emaller and miﬁduﬂg nations subor-
jdinate in all re#ﬁects to fhat of the
Big Five council. This-is in. contrast

to the first League, which gave &t
least formal démocracy and one vote
on ALL matters to each of the par-
ticipating nations.

The monopoly of power is further
assured by theé right, insisted on by
Russia and concurréd in by the other
great powers, that each of the big
powers shall be able to veto any sit-
uation involving world security, ie.,
war, in which it is involved.

Theéréin is indicated another ret-
rogressive aspect 6f this league. Rus-
sia, with Lenin and Trofsky at her
helm and a program of world social-
ism as her perspective, boycotted the
first “den of thieves.” Now, Russia
not merely participates, but is fofe-
most in insisting on the domination
of the great powers over the smaller.
As for her international "socmhst"
perspet'twes, they are for the next

“cenfuty.

SENTIMENTS DO NOT COUNT

The charter of the 'first League
made a formal pretense of disarma-
ment and was concerned about the
private manufacture of munitions.
‘Disarmament has not even been men-
honed this time.

Nor do the United Nations dave
whisper the “peace without annexa-
tions” slogan—it was, of dourse, only
a slogan—of the “first peace. That

at Ch'a'bul'tep'ec‘

would be too blatantly hypocritical
after all the grabs made in Europe
and Africa and the contemplated and-
announced grabs in the Far East.
_The' professed anti- war sentiments
of the San Francisco delegatiohs ¢édn-
not ‘be rea'li!ed in the areld of im-
Perialist power politics. Their rivel-
ries  for markets, terril’iﬁ-ies, basks
and profits will rend their covenant
asunder, just as occurred last titoe.
At the very time of thefr meetfing,
the Trieste incident very nearly pits
two powers and their major backérs
against each other with armed force.
The fight over various provisions
of the new charter cloaks the ten-
sions and rivalries that will produce
the future armed conflicts in one

. form or another. The latest and cur-

rent of these are issues of “regional
bloes” and the ‘“veto.”

AUTONOMY lSSUE

The regmnal autonomy issue stems
from the nieéling of the Latin Amer-
ican nations and the U'niféd States
There theé Unitéd
Statés hutrriedly and” demohstrahvely
organized her satellite§ in prepara-
tion for the coming conference and
yielded to their pressure for admis-
sion of Argentina. (There Wis never
any principle involvéd in the U. S.

attacks oh Argentine “fascism,” and

BOB PIERCE

( Seymour Silverlarb )

We have just learned that Comrade Bob Pierce, mernber of the Workers
Party of Local New York, was killéd in action in Germany on April 11, dur-
ing the recent offensive. His loss is a deep one to the many people who
worked with him during the years in which he was an active- member of the

Young People’s Socialist Leagué and
the Workers Party.

Bob hid not yet reached his twenty-
fourth. birthday.
‘spent many years in the revuluﬁam;-'
socialist movement, which he joined at
the age ofsixteen. He was a charfer
‘member of
- was formed in 1950 and throun
mémberﬂlip devoted himsbl
wérk of ‘the party with" 2 ‘seFiousniess
and mitiiFity not often found in people
$0 young.

But already he had

Q!qe Workers Party wh‘én it
6ut his
to the

Our comrade was a quiet persnn He

was not what is sometlmes called the
- “pop-off” kind. He Wwas deadly serious
‘about his work in the movement and
bout the struggle for a socialist world.
Bob was always irying to learn and to
. make up for his youth by understand-
. ing, by study and activity, and by a de-
- téerminatidn - to 'do his ‘Work well. And
while there was nothing spectacular
about him, he was known among his
i comrades as a person who ‘could be
- counted 6n.

When Bob was taken into the Army he was made an MP. One of his as-
signments was to guard the Curtlss erght plant in Springfield, Ill, &t a time
_when the CIO was trymg to organize it. It was this that impelled him to ap-
ply for ASTP. He was accepted. for the school with the highest IQ ‘among his
_group of. fellow soldiers. But the school did not last very long and hé was
'soon transferred to ‘the infantry. His overseas physical disqualified him from
his job as & truck driver and he was then placed in the medical corps and
_sent to the front, Where he was killed in action.
' The irony of it all is that he lost his life in a war whii;h He hated and
.which he understvod was a conflict of imperialism in which the peoples of
the. woﬂﬂ had no real interest. But lie went with his generaﬂun like a frue
soldier ‘of the working olass, in the hope thit it might fit him better in his
future fight for real freedom in behalf of all humanity,
The Worl:ers Party mourns the loss of ]!oh I‘xeree, 3. young ﬂgllter in the

.eause of international socialism, a fighter for'a ﬁew world of triie pi peace, me- »

,dom and secn.rlty.

e e eyt

many little South American dictators
who pattérn their mode of governing
on the Argentine model laughed up
their sleeves at the demagogy of
Roosévelt and Hull. What irked the
U. S. was Axgentmas competitive
products ahd its trade with Britain.
Aﬁer all, a little pecadillo like fas-
¢ism does not stand in the way of
friendly re!aﬁons between our State
Deﬁartmen‘t and Spain.)

The Act of Chapultepec pledged
mutual assistance of the signatories
in the evént of aggression by ‘an
American or non-Américan nation,
in theé event the world sécurity or-
ganization ’ “DOES NOT MAINTAIN”
pbace

' Russia, herself the puppet - master
of a’'sizable group of European na-
tions, wWiged a fight to subordinate
the regional securily pact of the
Americas to the world organization.
The conference agreed finally to rec-
ognize the mutual assistance of the
regional blocs only if l,he aggrcssmn
breaks out “BEFORE lT [the world
colmcil—Ed] CAN ACT. "

.Behind this struggle for nice
phrasmg lay the fears of the Latin
Americans of U. S. aggression and
that if the world organization had
prior authorlty, the U. S. could veto
any interferénce from the outside.

IBe’h:nd it also'lay the rivalry of Rus-
“sla and the United States. Now. all

agrée on the wording of the docu-
ment. But the tensions, rivalry and
power struggle remain.

THE M&TI‘ER OF VETO

'I‘he arguments ‘over the “veto,”
currently the thorniest problem of
the conference, reveal most clearly
ami absurdly the iltent of the wholé
organization. There is little attempt
to challenge the .Russian demand

" that each of the big powers have the

right to veto in any situation or dis-
turbance in Wwhith they are dlreetly
engaged Whlle it is repor'ted ‘the
ot‘her big pl‘)wers feel more “lenient
on this ques‘tlo:n, a‘cceptance of this
veto right is the price of Russian par-
timpaﬁon

Any blg power can go to war, ag-
gréssively or defenswely, at any tlme
and by vetomg action By the new
world countil can prevent any action
agamst Her! Steh a safeguard for
peace is the WOrld security organ-
1zahon'

On the maitter of the veto power
being exerclsed in cases where the

“big powers are not involved, the Big

Four are mcllhed toward lemency
agam. but Russia ms:sts here also.
The sinaller powérs are conducting
the fight against this right. How
would it work? If Marshal Tito, for
example, wishes to fake Tneste (an
example in which'Rlissia ‘“nominal-
Iy” is mnot Jn‘ferested) Russia could
veto the world organization from
t_‘aking any action. Tito takes Trieste.
The world organization is morally
bound not to act by provisions of its
charter.

But veto or nio velo, régional prior-

ity or regional subordination, the
new league can hang together only
so long &5 the big powers rema.i.u
fr}endly This thay cannot do. Not
50 long as the pr‘nﬂt motive emhodied
in the sysmn M private oapiihl!sm
with 168 _)i ‘ﬂ of Ex,ﬁansaén
into forélgh areas, exists. T

£
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By Reva Craine
Pderto Rico:

HE defenders of imperialism

have often resoried to the argu-
ment that the benefits of that policy
in the form of roads, schools, hospi-
tals, churches, éte., more than offset
the intense exploitation to Wwhich
the colonial peoples are subjected.

We have been able to show that
these “benefits” are introduced pri-
marily to further the aims of the im-
perialists and only secondarily, or
incidentally, are they designed to
raise the cultural level of thé colo-
hial populations.

A case in point is the school sys-
tem establishied by the United States
‘in Puerto Rico. This has been used to
shield the fact that the presence of
United Stdtes imperialism in that is-
land has disrapted its’ entire’ econ-
omy, rediced it fo a oné-érop econ-
omy, and made it entirely dependént
upon the United States for food,
clothing and the other neccessities of
life.

Spanish is the native language of
the Puerto Ricans, but the scHools of
the island are conducted in English,
the language of the United States
The résult has been that the rneager
education received by Puerto Rican
school children is of little practical
value to them, since it is given in a
language which is foreign to them,
and which they will not use in

‘dult life.

Recerntly the Puerto Rican Legis-
lature p:!.ssed. a r’eSqutioh ‘asking for
the rc-establishinént of Spunish in

‘the sthools. The resofution  was

prompily” vetosd by U. 8. Goveritor
Rexford Guy’ Tquen on the’ ground
thit “as long a§ the preseiit dlose Fe-
Iition between the U.'S. “4nd Pueérto
Rico exists, retention of this systém
(which makes Erlgllsh the language
of the schols) is wise and nét'essnk'y

In spite of oplnlon to’ the, ctmtrary

The following' is another ex-
cerpt from Frederick Engels on
problems of the worklhg‘ class
dealt with in the patliphlet “The
Labor Movement.”

e

The struggle of the laborer
against capital, we said, That
struggle does exist, whatever the
apologists of capital may say to
the ¢ontrary. It will exist so Tong
as a reduction of wages remams
the safest and readiest means of
raising profits; nay, so long as the
wage system itself shall exist.
The _very exlstence of tlades
Unions is proof sumc:ent of the
faet if they are not made to ﬁght

is no use in mincing matlel s. No
milksop words can hide the ugly
fact that present soclety is mamly
divided into two great antag’oms-
tic classes—mto capltahsts the
owners of all the means for the ,
employment of labor, on one side;
‘and working men, the owners of
nothing but their own working
power. on the other. The p:‘oduce
of thc labor of the la{.ter class has
to be divided between both classes.
and it is this division about which
* the slruggle is chstantly gomg
on. Each class triés to get as Tlarge

most curious aspect of this s_trug—
gle that the working class, while
ﬁghtmg to o’btmn a sharé only ot
its own produce is oﬂen enou,gh
accused of actually robbmg the
capltahst!

classes of sOmety neeessauly be-
comes a political struggle So dld
the Tong battie betWeen the mld-
dle or Lap1tahst class and the
landed aristocracy; so ‘also does
the fight between the workmg
class and these same capltallsts In
every struggle of class agamst
class, the next end Iought for is
political power; the ruling class
defends its political suprémacy,
that is to say, its safe ma]orlty in

the Legislature; the mferim class
fights for, first a share. then the
whole of  that power. in urder lu
become enabled to change exist-
ing laws in conformity with
- their .own interests and -require-
ments. Thus the workmg class_of
' Great Bntmn Tor years fought ar-
dently and even violently for the

“tlement of their griévances.

SOCIALIST THOUGHTS

IL OF THE

a share as posmble, and it is the

But a struggle between two great

the problem of language is mixed
with that. of the political status....”

Elections and Strikes:

In the absence of an influential
revolutionary socialist party in
France, the workers there expressed
their desire to see some very radical
changes in government policy by the
very large vote they gave to the So-
cialist and Communist Parties in the
French municipal elections just con-
cluded. They voted for these parties
not so much in endorsement of their
actual programs, but rather as an ex-
pression of their disconterit with the
way things are now run in France
and as an expréssion of their class
solidarity.

What the French workers want,
however, is even more clearly ex-
pressed by the ‘spreading strike
movements. Hardly had the coal
tniners 'in the North gone back to
work when a general strike was de-
clared in Lyon and the Rhone De-
partment in Southern France.

* On the evéning of May 16th, the
strikeérs assembléd outside the office
of the prefect and demanded a set-
They
Wwanted ah increase in wages and suf-

ficient food supplies. They 'demanded

“the achievement of the Ssocial re-
forms for which the entire country
has beén struggling.”

In Paris, too, délegations of strik-
ing workers have descended upon
the Ministry of Finance and Nation-
al Economy, and protested against
the insufficiency of wages, food and
civil liberties. They have pointed out
that, despite the small increases in
wages and promises ‘of greater food
distribution, the cost of living has
run way ahedd of them, and that
most workers are still living on star-
vation wages.

The workers of France are find-
ing out that they cannot rely on the
present government for amelioration
of their conditionis and that is why

they iink with their demands for

wages and food a demand for the
“achievement of the socia¥ reforims.”

German Industry:

What to do with German industry
poses a dilemma for the Allies. If
they destroy what is left of it, how
will Germany pay the war repara-

tions which the Allies wish to im- .

pose? But if they permit industry to
exist, and even help rebuild it, what
will prevent the German industrial-
ists from competing with the Allied
industrialists for the world market,
and what will prevent the formes
from using the industries to preﬁ:are
for a hew war?

While the Allied nations are pon-
dering this problem, a partial solu-

tion is being worked out inside Ger- .

many. This ' solution invélvés those
industries which are owned By Anber-
ican and British caﬁlital Repriésenta-
tives bf Atherican firms which owﬂeu
German factories are already "in
Germany, getting ready to ré- oﬁen
their busitiesses. Ame‘ncan investors
in Gérmén industry are demanding
that their investments be protected.
They believe that the function of the
Allied Military Government inside
Germany seems to be to protect just
those interests.

John MacCormac in the New York
Times relates the following incident:

““When the public utilities officer
of the Nuremﬁerg' Miliary Guvern-
ment tried to explain to the mamger
of the S.A. & F. factory that it would
probably not be sllowe& to manufae-
ture cables and electrical equipment
for the outside world as it had been
doing for the Wehrmacht, the man-
ager grew indignant.

“ I shall report this to Major Gen-
eral _ ) he threatened

“S. A, & F he asserfed, was an In-
ternational Te!ephone & . Telegraph
Corp. factory and Major General _
of the United States Army had been
a director. That was enough for him.”

People’s Charter, which was to
give -it that political power; it
was defeated, but the struggle
had made such an impression upon
the victorious middle class that
this class, since then, was only too
glad to buy a prolonged armistice
“at the price of ever-repeated con-
F:ess ns to the working people.
Now, in a political struggle of .
class against class, organization is
the most important weapon. And

- in the same measure as the mere-

ly political or Chartist organiza-
tion fell to pieces, in the same
measure the trade union organi-
zation grew stronger and strong-
er, until at present it has reached
a degree of strength unequalled
by any working class organization
abroad. A few large trade unions,
compnsmg between one and two
millions of working men, and
backed by the smaller or local
unions, represent a power which
has to be taken into account by
any government of the ' ruling
ctass, be it Whlg or Tory.

LABOR AND THE VOTE
'Acéb'fdm"g to the traditiohs of
tieir ongm and development in
this country, -these powerful or-
ghnimﬁnns have hitherto limited
thémselves albiost strictly to their
Ditietion of shnring in the regula-
tion of wages and working hdurs,
and ‘of ‘enforcing the repeal of
“laws ‘openly hostile to the work-
men. As stated he!ore, they have
dorie so with quite ‘as miich effect
‘as they had a right to expect But
‘theéy have atiained more than that
—the ruling class, which ‘knows
their strength betfer, than they
themselves do, has’ ‘Vohmteered to
them concessions béyond that.
D¥sraeli’s Household Suﬂrage
give ‘the vote to at least the
greater portion of the organized
wﬁrmng cldss. Would he have pro-
posed it unless He supposed that
these new voters would show a
will of their ow:‘:——-Woh]ﬂ cease to
be led’ by middle class Liberal
‘politicians? Would he have been
able to carry it if the working
people, in the management of
their coldssal trade Sociéties, had
not. proved themselves fit for ad-
ministrative and political work?

That very measure opened out
a new prospect to the working
class, It gave them the majority
in London and in all manufactur-
ing towns, and thus enabled them
to enter into the struggle against
capifal with - new wéapons, by
sending men of their own elass to
Parliament. And here, we are sor-
ry to say, the trade unions forgot
their duty as the advanced guard
of the working clase. The. new
weapon has been in théir hands
for more than ten years, but they

\
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‘but the Wages system itself. This

longer enjoy the privilege of be-

“will clair, with a Veice not to be

S

by Frederick Engels

scarcely ever unsheathed it. They
ought not to forget that they can-
not continue to hold the position
they now ‘occupy unless they
really march in the van of the
working class. It is not in the na-
ture of things that the working
class of England should possess
the power of sending forty or -
fifty working men to Parliament .
and yet be satisfied for ever to
be represented by capitalists or
their clerks, such as lawyers, ed-
itors, ete.

More than this, there are plenty
of symptoms that the working
class of this country is awaken-
ing o the consciousness that it |
has for some time been moving
in the wrong groove; that the
present movements for higher
wages and shorter hours exclu-
sively, keep it in a vicious circle
out of which there is no issue;
that it is not the lowness of wages
which forms the fundamental evil,

knowledgé, once genemlly spread
amongst the working class, the
position of trades unions must
change considerably. They will no

ing the only organizations of the
working class. At the side of, or
above, the unions of spemal trades
there must spring up a general
union, a pohtxcal orgamzatmn, of.
the working class as a whole.

POLITICAL ACTION

Thus there are two points which
the organized:tradés unions would
do well to conmder firstly, that the
time is rapidly approaching when
the Workmg class of this cauntry

mistaken, its full share of repre-
sentation in Parliament. Second-
ly, that the time also is rapidly
approaehmg ‘when  ‘the working
class ,wﬂl have understood that
the struggle for high wages and
short hours, and the whule acimn
of trade unions as now carned
on is not an, énd in itself,.but a
means, a Very necessary and ef-
fective means. but only one of
several means toward a lugher
end: the abolition of the 'wages
system alfogether

For the full representation of |
labor in Parliathent, as well as
for the preparation of the aboli-
tion of the wages system, organ-
izations will ‘become necessary,
not of separate trades, but of the
working class as a body. . And the
sooner this is done the hetter,
There is no power in the world
which could .for a day resist the
British working class organized
as a body.—(The Labor Standard, |
London, April 4, 1881. Reprinted- ¢
from “The British Labor Move- *
ment,” by. Friedrich Engels,) .
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THE MAINSPRINGS OF RUSSIAN IMPERIALIST POLICY |

By ALBERT GATES

Russia’s role in world politics today is difficult for the aver-
age person to understand. This difficulty is caused by a single
factor, which can be put under the general heading of confusion
on the kind of nation Russia really is. It has been said repeatedly
that what Russia will do in a given situation is difficult to fore-
cast because the ruler of the country, Stalin, acts so differently

in similar situations.

Some have blamed the difficulty on the fact that Russia is
really not a European power but an Asiatic one and acts with
Oriental cunning to deceive the plain, outspoken and unsuspect-

ing imperialists of the West,
All of this is nonsense. Rus-
gia’s conduct in world affairs is
logical, consistent and not diffi-
cult to understand if one cor-
rectly estimates the character

of the nation. For then its pur-
poses become plain as day.
Taking the character of the coun-
into account, Russia’s role in
world politics is as logical and con-
sistent as it was in the time of Len-
in and Trotsky, with this fundamen-
tal difference: the aims of Russia
during the time of Lenin and Trot-
sky were altogether different from
the aims of Russia under Stalin. And

' this is so because the Russia of the

workers’ revolution and the Russia
of Stalin are, in fact, two different
nations.

RUSSIA NOT SOCIALIST.

The confusion which exists today
in the minds of millions, consciously
cultivated by the imperialist powers,
is that Russia is a socialist nation.
Thus it pursues aims which repre-
sent the interests of the peoples of
the world, the workers who live un-
der capitalism and the oppressed co-
lonial masses who live under capi-
talist-imperialist rule.

RUSSIA IN LENIN'S TIME

If Russia were truly a “workers’
fatherland,” a representative of the
future socialist world, how is it ex-
plained that it pursues the game of
secret diplomacy and power politics
which were so vigorously denounced
by Lenin, the man who, with Trot-
sky, organized and led the Russian
Revolution? The explanation lies in
the fact that the Russia of Stalin is
not the workers' state of Lenin.

~In Lenin’s time, Russia was ruled
by the workers. This was reflected

. in the complete freedom of the work-

ers of the city and the poor peasantry
of the countryside, in the extension
of economic, political and social free-
dom to the classes formerly oppressed
‘by. Czarism and capitalism.

The basic form of political repre-
gentation was the soviet, or workers’
council, based upon ‘the mills, the
mines and the factories. There were
also soldiers’ and peasants’ soviets.
The workers, peasants and soldiers
were directly represented in govern-
ment through their own elected dele-
gates. They were the government.

Under the workers’ state, trade
unions operated freely and in the in-
terests of the Russian working class.
Co-operatives and fraternal organ-
izations existed as workers’ and
peasants’ organizations, defending
and -extending the interests of the
masses against the bureaucracy which
existed even at that time.

Industries were operated by the
state, but under the direct supervi-
sion of workers’ committees.

Production was carried on not only
for the purpose of expanding and
improving industry, but in this ex-
pansion and improvement to raise
simultaneously the living donditions

#

and standards of the people. In all
impertant respects, however — the
working day, the conditions of la-
bor, wages and management — the
workers, through their plant com-
mittees and unions, had a decisive
say.

In the farm areas, the peasants too,
through their own committees and
peasant organizations, had an impor-

tant say ‘in the determination of

their rights and livelihood.

The country was desperately poor
after the Revolution. There was nev-
er enough to supply the needs of the
people. Russia was blockaded by the
capitalist world and suffered inter-
vention by Allied armies, organized
counter-revolution of the old Czar-
ist forces, famine and pestilence. By
all standards of progress, Russia was
a backward industrial country, But
the leaders of the nation worked
with one aim in mind: improving the
conditions of the people, and fighting
for the extemsion of workers’ rule
throughout the world.

They were not reactionary nation-
alists. They were socialist interna-
tionalists. They sought the emanci-
pation of the exploited and oppressed
peoples of the world. They sought
genuine economie, political and so-
cial freedom .for. the whole world.

THEY TOLD THE TRUTH

The “Old  Bolshevik” rulers, .as
they were called, carrled on an inces-
sant campaign against imperialism,
they showed how capitalism con-
tained within it the seeds of war in
the eompetitlon between the monop-
olistic powers ‘who sought a redivi-
sion of the spoils of the world. They
proved that the First World War was
an imperialist war for this purpose
and that the League of Nations,
formed after the war, was merely
an organization serving the interests
of British and French imperialism.

They explained how the victorious
Allies were counter - revolutionary
and proved it by showing how these
powers united with their former en-
emies to put down the revolt of the
European peoples who were striving
to establish a new order in Europe
which would forever end imperial-
ism, war and the exploitative profit
system,

- In all these things the 0ld Bol-
slleviks told ‘the truth and they told
it frankly .and openly. When the
Germany of the Kaiser forced a rob-
bers’ peace on Russia, Troisky made
this known to the world and appealed
directly to the peéople of Germany to
defend workers’ Russia. Always, the
Russian leaders appealed to the peo-
ple. No secret treaties, they cried.
Let the world know: what the impe-
rialists plan. They took up Wilson’s
cry, “Open covena.nts openly arrived
at” They reaily put it into effect to
show how the imperialisis are hypo-,

crites and never do what they say"

and always say what they do not do
in order to deceive the people.
When Lenin called the League of

Nations a “thieves’ kitchen,” he meant
that they were imperialists whose
only interest was to preserve the
rotten capitalist world of profit and

exploitation and to maintain it
through lies, chicanery, hypoerisy
and fraud.

Lenin and his comrades always
understood, however, that workers’
Russia could not last forever in a
© capitalist world unless labor in the
rest of the world came to its aid by
taking state power..Lenin eonstantly
warned the workers against the'plans
of imperialism to plunge the world
into another slaughter..

In all respects the conduct of Sta-
lin’s Russia in foreign affairs is op-
posite to that of Russia during Len-
in's time. While workers’ Russia
based itself on the movement of the
working class in all countries, bu-
reaucratic Russia, which helped to
destroy the political and economic
movements of labor in Europe, bases
itself on imperialist agreements with
the capitalist powers. )

Whereas the old Russia of Lenin
denounced all ferritorial seizures and
guaranteed the independence of na-
tions, the Russia of Stalin, pursuing
its imperialist aims, seizes territories
and violates the independence of na-
tions.

Frisco Conference Turns Deaf
Ear on Negroes,

By Jessie Kaaren

HROUGH many laudatory articles in the Negro

press, readers are given the impression that the Ne-
gro delegation to the San Francisco conference will be
able to accomplish great things. The conference is well
enough advanced now for us to be able to judge how
much of an illusion that is, if we didn’t know it before.
It is obvious that the delegation will not be able to carry
out even its limited objectives, which were to make a
public plea for a system of racial equality and to ask
for the abandonment of the present imperialist colonial

policy of the big powers.

. Racial and colonial oppression are two of the funda-
mental props of capitalism. A conference which was so
obviously called to bully the smaller nations into ac-
cepting what is being laid déwn for them by the blg
powers and which is devoted to dwuimg up the world
among the United States, Great Britain and the Soviet
Union, could not be expected to weaken these props by
advancing ideas of racial and colonial equality.

In addition to Negro organizations, many other groups
—Jewish, religious, etc,—were called to San Francisco
by the Secretary of State to “consult” with the American
delegation on the problems affecting their special inter-
ests in case the American “experts" needed their adwce

MINORITIES FLOUTED ™

Concretely, what has this invitation meant so far';’ i
A few thowsand people have.received gallery tickets to
the conference hall, nothing more. If they become too
persistent in buttonholing the “experts,” the delegations
are told that the conference does not expect to take up

this or that specific question.

The Negro delegation is made up -of representatives -
from the National Association for the Advancement.of
Colored People, the United Negro. Church and other
Negro organizations which went along unofficially. They
have. found themselves in the same board as the other '
‘consultants” called in by Secretary of State Stettinius.

As one Negro press commentator writes: “The Amer-
fcan delegation to the parley, while ostensibly free to
negotiate, has already established the framework of
policy in which it will operate. The agenda of the con-
ference was decided long ago. The question of disposi-
tion of specific territories in colonial and dependent
area maiters will have no place in this particular con-
ference. Certainly the specific problems of the Neg'ro
in America or in the world will not be discussed.

“All these decisions were made when most of the
organizations which have representatives on the Coast
for the conference were playing ostrich with their heads
in the sands. With one or fwo exceptions, I doubt whe-

i s

BUREAUCRAT:OF ALL RUSSIA

If Lenin’s Russia had been forced
into a war on the side of the impe-
rialist powers by German fascism, it
would have fought the war to the
end but independently from the pol-
icies and war aims of the Allied im-
perialists. It would have maintained
at all times a working class policy
and based itself on the political and
economic movements of the work-
ers in the Allied countries, constant-
ly exhorting these workers to take
state power in order to prepare to
build a new society of genuine peace,
freedom and security.

In contrast, Stalin’s Russia, which
has become nationalist in the worst
sense, and has exhumed the old
Czarist legends. It has introduced the
worst features of Czarist militarism
into what was once a Red army. It
has ordered its agents in all capital-
ist countries to establish class peace
and to prevent the workers from
fighting for their rights in ’these
countries. [ LR TE

Lenin would have built the 'labor
movement to greater power; Stalin
destroys the fighting capacities of la-
bor.

Take Germany as a specific ‘exam-
ple. On the basis of socialist dec-
trine and practice, Lenin would have
fought against a hard peace i’or the

"
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'‘Minorities

ther any of them has a single concrete suggestion in
writing that could be handed to Secretary of -State Stet-

proposals:

tinius should be call for it—which he won't,”

ONE OF TH.E “OLD CODGERS”

~Another aspect of the conference which should dis-
gust the Negro people is the prominence given to Gen-
eral Jan Christian Smuts of South Africa. This man is

a dangerous enemy because he poses
as a liberal, as a fighter for the bet-
ter things of life for the little people,
as a friend of the Zionist cause, etc.,
The truth'dis that he is very anti-
Negro, that he has done a great

deal to keep the Negroes of Africa’

in extreme poverty and backward-
ness, and his utterances are nothir_lg
more than an apology for British im-
perialist aggrandizement. )
Smuts had a big hand in framing

O™ the peace treaty of the last war, and

we can see with what results. For

the peace treaty of the future, he makes three proposals:.
bar Asiatics from Africa, form a trusteeship for people
“not ready” for self-government and put up safeguards
-against Russian ideas of property.
In an ‘ediforial in the Nationsl Baptist Voice, Dr.
J. P, Barbour makes the following comment on these
“He wanis the Asiatics kept out of Africa because

they do not have color projudice and large numbers of
them would make it difficult for the white men of South

Africa to keep their nefarious system intact. Smuts and

new name, If

their land....”

Soviet Russia.’

 his hut tax have the natives in Africa in virtual slavery.

This hut tax business is a scheme to make the African
weork in the diamond mines at a few pennies a month
to enrich Smuts and his gang.

““The lrus!eeship idea is the old mandate system by a
there ever was a fraud, the mandate sys-
tem was if. Smuts’ idea is to give the grafting imperial-
istic ideas of the European nation a moral fagade....

“He fears the Russian idea about property [Editor’s
note: this should more logically be called the Bolshevik
idea about property] beeause it knocks the bottom out
of the whole social system of the South African govern-
ment. Smuts and his crowd have robbed the Africans of

These two sidelights on the San Francisco conference
should lift the curtain a litile and expose it for what it
is—a board of directors’ meeting of the three big com-
peting corporations, United States, Great Britain -and

T
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German people. As a socialist inter-
nationalist, he could not hold the
German people responsible for the
crimes of their rulers, the same in-
dustrialists, financiers, Junkers and
faseists who enslaved them for
twelve years. He would have called
for a free Germany, for workers
rule in Germany and an end to the
rule of the vile capitalist murderers
who dominate the couniry as respec-
table business men and associates of
business men in the United States,
England and France.

Not so Stalin. He prepares an im-
perialist peace for Germany, a peace
of vengeance. He wants to make the
German people  and, in- the first
place, the' workers, pay for the
crimes of their rulers. He wants the
German masses enslaved and brutal-
ized for a war which he helped to
bring about by his aid to Hitler when
he came to power and his complicity
in the war through the Hitler-Stalin
pact.

Stalin has already incorporated the
Baltic states into Russia. He is the
ruler of Poland through his puppet
government, the GPU -ized Lublin
Committee. He has chopped off parts
of Finland, Rumania and other areas
of Eastern Europe. He has estab-
lished his power in the Balkans and
dominates Jugoslavia through his
agent, the former GPU man, Marshal
Tito. It is Stalin who is behind the
Trieste affair. It is Stalin who has his
eyes out for new territories in Asia
and seeks to dominate the continent
of Europe—not in the interests of
socialism, but in the interests of his
own power in Russia and the exten-
sion of that power elsewhere,

“Why and how is this possible?”
many workers might ask. Is not Rus-
sia a workers' country, a socialist na-
tion? Did it not fight valiantly in the
war and help defeat Hitler? These
questions are important because the
answers.to them help to explain what
Russia really is and why it acts in
the manner described above.

It is true that Russia fought wval-

iantly in the war and helped to de-.

feat. Hitler. But it fought this war in
the same way that the capitalists
fought it. It did not fight politically

" against Hitler and fascism. As a to-

talitarian state, it could hardly fight

a “democratic” war. As imperialist .

states, the Allies could mnot fight a
démocratic war, J
Stalin fought a purely military
campaign with the aid of enormous
manpower, lend-lease and a second
front in the form of the Anglo-
American armies in the West.

In all other respects, too, Russia
fought'* a = war with political *airms
identical with those of the Allies: no
genuine liberation for the peoples of
Europe, no unification of the many
countries of Europe and no real ef-
fective economic and  political
changes and most important of all,
no revolutionary changes on the con-
tinent.

WHAT STALIN BETRAYED

This role of Russia under Stalin is
to be explained by the great changes
that have taken place in the country
since the rule of the bureaucratic
class. All the achievements of the
Russian Revolution have long ago
disappeared.

The old revolutionary Communist
Party which was the party of the
workers, has long ago disappeared.
The present Communist Party is the
haven of the bureaucracy and pre-
serves, through its control of the
state, the interests of this new class
power.

The  control and ownership of the

state by the bureaucracy has me_é:nt
the control and ownership of the fac-
tories by the total bureaucracy and
the operation of the economy of Rus-
sia in its own benefit at the expense
of the workers and peasants. The so-
viet system has been usurped by the
bureaucracy. It is no longer the ba-
sic political form through which the
people control the state.

The free trade unions of Lenin's
Russia have become, under Stalin,
state institutions for the purpose of
imposing upon the workers the de-
cisions of the bureaucracy a.nd pre-

venting them from expressing their
own interests and demands. The
state trade unions are now purely
administrative bodies ruled by rep-
resentatives of the state. There-is 1o
such thing as free elections in these
unions and independence of apeta-
tion.

The -old system of workers’ com-
mittees, i.e., factory committees’
which kept the industrial managers
and directors in check, and which
defended at all times the interests
of the factory workers, has long ago
been dissolved. Today the factory
managers and directors reign su-
preme as part of the élite of the bu-
reaucracy. The old seven-hour day
introduced in Lenin's time las not
existed since long before the war
broke out. The exploitation of the
workers is fierce; their living stand-
ards and conditions of labor are umn-
bearable.

Russian workers labor tfen and
twelve hours, seven days a week,
under piecework and incentive sys-
tems that make American die-hard
industrialists. green _with envy. :

Russia has developed - the labor
camp system to a high degree, its
occupants numbering from ten to
twenty-five million slave workers.

All of this is exactly the opposite
of a workers’ state, a socialist na-
tion. What we have in Russia is°a
new kind of state power and a new
kind of class rule, never before seen
in history. We have the destruction
of a workers’ state and its replace.
ment by a bureaucratic collectivist
state, that is, the rule of the buresu-
cracy which has in its hands as the
state: power and through that power,
ownership of tile collective property
of the nation. This is not a “degen-
erated workers’ state,” as some ‘peo-
ple have described it, but a Yprison
for the Russian people.”

POWER, PRESTIGE, REVENUES °
The new ruling bureaucracy which

Stalin heads has interests which are

easily understandable. These, are, tb
preserve its own -economic, political
and "social power in Russia 'and. ‘to
strengthen its rule by imperialist gk-
pansion beyond the orders of Russia.
The aim of the bureaucracy is, as
Trotsky once wrote, to “increase itg
power, prestige and revenues.”

Once it is gragped that this is the
kind of state which exists in Russia,
it will be easy to understand why
Russia engages in the game of power
politics, why its conduct at San
Francisco js fundamentally the same
as that of the Allied imperialisis,
why it too seeks the lands' of other
peoples, new sources of profit (reve-
nue), new power and prestige.

While it is not a capitalist state,
and while it does not have all of 'the
same propulsions which cause the
capitalist imperialists to act in the

manner so obvious to all thmkmg'

people, it is a class society, an ex-
ploiting society, and acts in ways
similar +to the imperialists of capi-
talism,

‘WORK OR FIGHT' ENDING  FIGHT TO WORK BEGINS - -

‘(Continued from page 1)

They have over 50 billion dollars in
reserves. The capiains of industry
have feathered their personal nests
with their enormous personal sal-
aries, their operations in “black mar-
ket” meat and their Wall Street stock
gambling. All of these billions in
profits, dividends, interest and sal-
aries have been made possible be-
cause the profits to industry during
the war ran as high as 30 per cent
for manufacturing and financial cor-
porations.

It is only the working class that is
ready now for “honorable discharge.”

ATTACK ON UNIONS

The first step in this direction by .-

the capitalist exploiters is to launch
an attack on the unions. They have
discovered what they think is a good
scheme. They will do it through the
ex-service men. They will do it by
turning the Negro workers against
the white workers or vice versa.
They will do it by creating enmity
between men and women workers.
One George Romney, an obscure
individnal, who rose to prominence

" during the war as “managing director

of ‘the Automotive Council for War
Production” thinks it can be done by
a little vicious and timely weeping
over the problem of employment for
the ex-service men. Romney attacks
the UAW leadership for its opposi-
tion to his proposal that ex-service
men who have never worked in a
plant, be given blanket seniority for
all time served in the army, even be-
fore they have ever secured a job.

That is, according to Romney, a
man  or woman who left school, a
bank, employment in a strike-break-

ing agency or any other occupation, :

and. who, for. instance, has served
three years in the armed services,
can march up to an organized plant
with three years’ plant seniority in
his hip pocket. All this before he has
been assigned to a job, before he has
been inside the plant. If such a pro-
posal should be. accepted by the
unions they would be on their way
to the graveyard.

Romney says that the union attl-
tude on the matter of senierity for
veterans is a “lockout.” All the work-
ers among the veterans ought to re-
alize that it was not the unions which
locked them out of the factories but
the capitalist ruling class and the
capitalist government of this class in
Washington. The  veterans were
locked out when they were drafted
into the armed forces. to fight an
imperialist war for the capifalist ex-
ploiters and marauders,

It will do working class veterans
no good to lend themselves to any
type of scheme proposed by the em-

‘sion”

p]oyers and the government which
will in any way weaken the unions.
Years after the war is over, when
their hero medals have become a
mere “hunk of brass,” when they
find themselves in the bread lines, or
see their babies gassed to death on a
“bloody Thursday” by the army led
by some future chief of staff, they
will need the union to protect them.

The main problem before labor to-
day, as always under capitalism, is:
JOBS. All the talk about “reconver-
is mere' gas unless we ~“have
jobs: have them now and have them

continuously,. The UAW workers in’

Detroit finally hit the nail on the
head when they say to their Interna-
tional leaders: “ferget world prob-
lems and do something for the rank
and file.” They should have said this
when ‘Murrdy and Thomas gave
Roosevelt fhat infamous no-strike

_pledge, when Murray accepted- the

infamous Little Steel formula, when
the Smith-Connally Aet was passed

_ sibility for the present war;

Suoh are the facts. .

" ‘Publishers.)

“"SUCH ARE THE FACTS..."

“(a) It was not ‘Germany that attacked France and England, but
France snd Eng!and that atiacked Germany, thereby assuming res]pon-

“(b) After hostilities had broken out, Germany made dvertures of
peace to France and England, and the Soviet Union openly supported
Germany’s peace overtures, for it considered, and continwes fo consider,
that the earliest possible termination of the war would raﬂically im-
prove the position of all the countries and nations;

“(e¢) The ruling circles of England and France rudely rs}ected both
. Germany’s peace overtures and the attempt of the Soviet Union to se-
secure the earliest pnssib!e terminatlon of the war,

(Stalin, November, 1939. Pravda Quoted from “Hlstory of Soviet
Foreign Policy,” by M. Ross, December, 1940. Workers berary,

and when the PAC leadership be-
trayed labor by helping a capitalist
party retain control of the govern-
ment.

We know that; these automobile
workers do not mean by their state-
ment that they are not interested in
“world problems,” especially as they
affect labor here and in other parts
of the world. What -they mean, and
they are correct, is that the capitalist
government should be allowed to run
its imperialist war, to take care of
its own imperialist interests, if it can.

The Workers Party has a Recon-
version Program that labor can fight
for and really get somewhere with.
But we have to fight for this pro-
gram. The capitalist employers and
their government will never grant it.
This program really tukes care of
the problem of jobs: 60°million jobs
or-'a hundred million jobs. Labor,
howeyver, .cannot win this iprogram if
it listens to the’ promises and the
wailings of the labor leaders. To push
this Reconversion Program of the
Workers Party ‘through, labor will
need not only unions far stronger
and more militant than our unions
are today, but will also need a mass
labor party.to take over in Washing-
ton; from the White House to Capitol
Hill. :

WORKERS' PARTY
RECONVERSION PROGRAM

The Workers Party believes

e that “Every worker has the
right to a job and 'a guaranteed an-
nual wage.” Also that “Every unem-
ployed worker has ‘the right to full
jobless insurance.” We mean by “full
jobless insurance” that single men
and women when - unemployed shall

getnatlessthdn ﬁiB g week.

We believe that all workers
2. “thrown into /unemployment
during the “reconversion period”
should be absorbed into industry by
a reduction in the work weéek with
no reduction in pay. There is no rea-
son that we should starvejust-Beé-
cause the capitalists have no work
for us.

The demobilized : weterans

e should get two years military
base.pay. They should h#ive the op-
portunity to go fo schoel at goverrn-
ment expense and their families
should have adeqguate maintenance.

A single worker should have a

e guaranteed annual wage of not
less than $2,500 a year. A workers
family should have a guaranteed an-

nual income of not less than_ $5,000.
A worker’s family needs this much
money for a decent standard of liv-
ing. \ ;
The Workers Party believes

¢ that workers should have de-
cent and sanitary homes to live in.
Let the government spend 250 bil-
lion dollars in five years to build
these homes, public works and for
rural electrification. We who build
the houses should live in them.

Where will the money come

o from? The Workers Pgriy says
that this money should come from
those who have it. The war industries
should be conscripted. Nationalize
the banks, the industrial monopolies
and the transportation systems. Then
the billions of dollars in profits can

Germany.

_ iho heads of the crowd.

Everyone knows by now that the Allied Military Gov-
ernment has been hoisting Nazi eﬁciuls to power all over

A small AP dispatch from Paris discloses the other side
of Allied policy in Germany. In the city of Cologne, 5,000
Germans held an unauthorized mass meeting to welcome
homé the German inmates ("all Germans are Nazis"—re-
member?) from the Buchenwald concentration camp. The
demonsirators were reported to be carrying placards
which complained that the Americans were treating Nazis
too mildly ("all Germans are bad,” don't forget!) ;

And what happened to this crowd of Germans who
called for sterner punishment of Nazis and solidarized them-
selves with German anti-Nazis who had been victimized?

They were dispersed by American troops who fired over

be used for the beneﬁt of all the

" people. .
7 Furthermore, take all the war
e profits above five per cent on
invested capital. This would bring in
countless billions of dollars, Those
who created this wealth: Iahur.
should have the advantage of it. Cut
the salaries of the capitalists to
$25,000 a year. They don't even dg-
serve that much. Make the capitalist
pay for their war by capturmg all
their accumulated wealth above
$50,000. Even this amount is too much
for these exploiters.

8 Labor should control produec- .
. e tion. That’s one way of keeplng

the mines, mills and factories in op-
eration. Workers would run them to
produce goods for people to use. We
couldn’t possibly have any interest
in shutting a plant down because ‘a
_union was demanding an increase in
wages.
The working people will have
e to have a political party ot

" their own in order to win such a

Reconversion Program. That party

-must be based on the unions and

have millions of members. The cap-
italist employers and the govern-
ment bureaucrats would tremble in
their boots if they saw such a power-
ful labor. party being organized.

If we had such a powerful and .

militant labor movement organized
into a mighty trade unions and .3
mass political parfy then we. could
say to the capitalist employers:

If you can't run the mines, rmDs
and factories, we can and will. ‘And
to the bureaucrats gat Wash.ington
we ctould sgy' If you can’t run the
country and supply us: with foo
clothing and shelfor; we cam and wi&

4 4'"
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