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An Appeal to Communist Workers

On with the Struggle

for Socialist Freedom

Twenty-five years of the history of the American Communist
movement have just been brought to a close.

The leadership of the Communist Party has ordered the “dis-
solution” of the party. The party leadership has openly stated
that it abandons the greatest ideal of the working class, Socialism,
for the whole next period, and has denounced all those who con-
tinue the struggle for Sociahst freedom as the enemies of labor
and of progress.

! Supporters of Capitalism

Now the Communists are openly committed to the support of
eapitalism and the rule of the capitalists. When? Right in the
midst of the period when capitalism has reached the lowest point
in its history of degradation, of suffering and misery imposed
upon the peoples of the whole world, of the bloodiest and most
horrible imperialist war ever known. Right in the midst of the
period when capitalism has most clearly proved its utter bank-
ruptcy, its utter inability to solve a single important problem
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How the Capn‘allsts Figure Their Profits

By JOHN BERNE
The sub)ect of profits should never be a dull

facing society. Right-in the midst of the period when the forces, one for the working people. Of course, there is

of the working class throughout the world are once more begin-
ning to rise against this rotten, outlived, reactionary social sys-
tem, as we can already see in the heroic struggles of the Italian
masses.

Now the Communists are openly committed to opposing the
courageous struggles of the American working class against the
growing capitalist reaction in this country. The workers, the

- union men and women, who resist the efforts of the big monopo-

lists to place upon their shoulders the entire burden of the war,
meet with no sympathy from the Communist Party, but with bit-
ter opposition;, couched in the language of the capitalist class it-
self.

At this critical moment, the Communist Party aims to unite
with the National Manufacturers Association in the drive to para-
lyze the labor movement with the incentive pay system, the speed-
up, the no-strike pledge. You have been driven into a terrible
anti-labor position!

Now the Communists are openly committed to support of
capitalist politics and to violent opposition to the increasing ef-
forts of the American workers to strike ouit for themselves on the
road of independent labor political action. The Communist Party
is now the most conscious and consistent opponent of indepen-
dent working class political action, of a National Labor Party.
Wherever labor seeks to break away from the capitalist parties,
it is the Communist Party that takes the leadership in trying to
drive it back into capitalist politics.

Now-the Communists are openly committed to the appease-

" ment policy of the “lesser evil,”” and to the worst interpretations '~
" of this policy. Working class progress and victory, we are now
taught by the party leaders, no longer lies along the road of class

independence and class action, but in the practice of tying labor
to the kite of one capitalist politician as against another. Do you
not remember the attacks we all used to make upon the right-
wing Social Democrate for their criminal “lesser evil” policy,
which brought the working class of so many countries to disaster,
especially the working class of Germany? Shall we now follow
the same disastrops road in this country?

The Communist Party, which first attacked appeasement of
reactionaries, now defends scoundrels like Giraud and Badoglio
and even German Junkers. Do you not realize what this means
in face of the rising tide of proletarian revolution in Europe?
Are you content to see the C.P. become the watch-dog of rea::tion?

Why Has This Happened?

How and why has all this happened? How have you been led
to this point? Is this what the revolutionary communist militants
—the real founders of the movement in this country—wanted,
hoped for and worked for when they first brought the Party into
existence twenty-five years ago? Hundreds upon hundreds of com-
munist workers were beaten on picket lines and in demonstra-
tions; sent to hospitals or early graves; sent to prisons and jails;
and some even killed in the course of the great struggle. Did they
make these magnificent sacrifices in order to prop up the totter-
ing structure of capitalism, in order to build a party that works
for capitalism? Is their sacred memory to be spat upon so cyni-
cally? Browder & Co. can do just that. But what about you?

It is high time to think seriously and deeply, to understand
and to act.

Here are the facts! Here are the reasons for the degenera_ti;m
of the Communist Party!

In this country and all over the world, the official Communist
organizations have become mere instruments in the hands of the
(Continued' on page 4)

Addes:’ Break Thru Pi;ckef Line’

Not only Local 490, UAW-CIO, whose members struck in' seven Chrysler
plants, not only every “member of the UAW-CIO, not only every member 'of
the CIO, but every working man and woman in this country should voice an
emphatic protest and condemnation of George F. Addes, international secre-
tary-treasurer of the UAW-CIO. For a labor leader to urge workers to go
through a picket line is about the lowest depth to which a man can sink in
the labor movement. This Addes has done.

Thomas, Reuther and the other officials of the union were content to con-
demn the Chrysler strike as “altogether unauthorized.” But Addes urged
the men to “BREAK THROUGH THE PICKET LINES IF NECESSARY TO
GET BACK TO YOUR JOBS.” He must not be allowed to get away with this.

Local 490 did not follow his advice at its meeting held May 21, but de-
cided to continue the strike against the advice of the no-strike-pledged na-
tional leaders and of the WLB. William Jenkins, president of the local, and
s jts executive board stood with the men until threatened with “show cause”
proceedings by the international officials, who have plans to take over the
local.

.Oh May 23, the local leaders called the strike off, but the international
leaders have not cancelled the “show cause” proceedings. Jenkins and the
local officials will be put on the carpet. As PM put it, they are “ACCUSED
OF PLACING LOYALTY TO UNION MEMBERS"” ahead of the no-strike
pledge. This is-éxactly where the loyalty of union leaders belongs—and it is
time the whole labor movement said so in no uncertain.terms.

- practically - the same bunch that led

never a more interesting one to the capitalist
class. This class exists for profits—and the more
there is of profits, the less there is of wages and
of the thingg of life for the working people. The
subject of profits will never cause LABOR AC-
TION to stifie a yawn until the profit system is
abolished, and the working people receive ihe
full return of their labor.,

How do the capitalists figure their profits? The
usual method is to take the total receipts for a
corporation’s products, deduct from that the ex-
penditures for raw material, labor, interest on
debts, overhead of all kinds, also for wear and

‘tear, obsolescence .of machinery and equipment,

reserves of one kind and another, government
taxes, other government alloﬁ'ances—and what is
left is considered profit.

And what is iett—-even figuring this way—is
indeed plenty, as readers of LABOR ACTION
know from our constant exposé of the war profit-
eering of the capitalist class

Yet, stupendous as profits are when figured this
way, real profits are much greater. For profits

should be arrived at on the basis of invested capi- .

tal, to get a true idea of how much the capitalist
is making on his money.

The CIO Department of Research and Educa-
tion has made a study of profits on invested capi-
tal in the seven largest aircraft companies of the

.country, and found some amazing facts—FACTS

WHICH SUPPLY IRREFUTABLE REASONS FOR
WAGE INCRESAES IN ADDITION TO THE EX-
CELLENT GROUNDS ALREADY KNOWN TO
ALL.

Let us get down to these facts.

."

On ﬂle basis of the money these aircraft com-
panies claim they have invested in the busiriess,
for the year 1941 they got a profit return of fifty-
six cents on the dollar—and none but the capital-
ists ean claim that a fifty-six per cent profit is
really bad!

But 'we cannot take the say-so of the compa-
nies on' the question of INVESTED CAPITAL.
They have an idea that when they make exces-
sive profits which they don’t pay out in dividends,
but stagk up in the business as reserves or what
have ydu, these profits should also be considered
as mvested capital upon which new profits are to
be ﬂgured

Herels an-illustration. If a company carried a
$100,000,000 investment in 1941 and made $30,000,-
000 profit on it, the dividends paid out could have
amounted to only $10,000,000—if the directors so
decided-—and $20,000,000 of the profits could have
remained in the business. So what happened? In
1842 the company claimed its invested capital to
be $120,000,000 and no longer $100,000,000—and con-
cluded that its profits for 1942 had to be $36,000,-
000 instedd of $30,000,000 in order to keep the wolf
from the door!

Going back to the seven aircraft companies
which the CIO investigated and reported on in its
monthly bulletin, “Economic Outlook,” what do
we find? Of every dollar of investment claimed
by the ‘tompanies in 1941, only thirty-nine cents
are actnally money invested in the business—and
the othefr sixty-one cents are the accumulation of
excessivé profils since the year 1936

So now the picture is clear. The 1941 profits of
the seven largest aircraft companies based on
their actual investment is not fifty-six cents on the
dollar, i‘N
ONE H .
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DRED AND FIFTY-THREE PER CENT.

ut $1.53 on every dollar—A MATTER OF

And for 1942, these industrial owners actually
made $1.79 on every dollar they put into the busi-

‘ness—OR ONE HUNDRED AND SEVENTY NINE

PER CENT.

All talk of six per cent, exght per cent or even-

ten per cent profit on invested capital is so much
dust in the eyes of the workers. Figuring profits
the only way that gives a true picture, the profits
on real capital of the seven largest aircraft com-
panies were 153 per cent for 1941 and 179 per cent
for 1942. .

The same situauon prevails throughout all in-
dustry. The aircraft corporations investigated by
the CIO are absolutely typical of.-all the rest. To
hide the real extent of their robbery of the work-
ing people, the capitalist class plows back profits
into the business, labels them “invested capital,”
and collects new profits on old profits on the same

“basis as if it were newly invested money.

However, the CIO Research Department, in ar-
riving at the above figures of real aircraft profits,
was fairer than fair. It did allow 'a reasonable
profit even on plowed-back profits—and still the
result for 1942 was 179 per cent on the dollar!

Drawing further conclusions from their find-
ings, the CIO Research Depariment states: “By
the end of 1942, only EIGHTEEN CENTS out of
every dollar invested in the business rightfully
belonged to the stockholders if they were permit-
ted an eight per cent profit each year. The other
EIGHTY-TWO CENTS came from excess profits
kept in the business. These excess profits, ARIS-
ING FROM TOO LOW WAGES AND TOO HIGH
PRICES, were the workcr-consumer contribu-
tion.”

This is the extent of the robbery perpetrated
by the capitalist. class against the working people
both as wage earners and as consumers!

|

Communist
Party Turns
- Its Coat

NEW YORK CITY—The Communist
Party is no more. Iis funeral rites
were officially performed at its con-
vention held May 20, 21 and 22 in
this city. A few minutes later, at the
same spot, there was born the Com-
munist Political Association, and

the CP was elected to be the leading
personnel of the CPA:. All decisions
were, in true Stalinist style, unani-
mous.

The CP dissolved itself avowedly
in the 'interest of “national unity” to
win the war—which at its conven-
tion in 1940 it vehemently denounced
as imperialist. because it didn't want
the United States to fight the Stalin-
_Hitler combine. Its 1944 convention
hall was dominated by pictures of
Stalin, Roosevelt and Churchill and
a message was sent to General Eisen-
hower, because Stalin has changed
his allies and declared this same war
a war for “liberation.”

The new CPA was formed so that
the unity with -Stalin may continue
and the policies of the Kremlin be'
foisted upon the American labor
movement through the same channels
bearing a different label.
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" They Sold Out to Roosevelt

National CIO Political Action Committee Conferring with Philip Murray. Seated, Lefi to Right: Van A.
Bittner, Philip Murray, Sidney Hillman, Sherman A. Dalrymple; Standing, David J. McDonald, Alhert J.
Fitzgerald.

At the public meeting held at
Madison Square Garden on May 23
to celebrate with all the faithful the
consummation of the. newest turn,
Browder assured the capitalist class

Liberal Party Repeats ALP Errors

of America that the Communist Po-
litical Association’s policy contains
“nothing whatever of socialism.”

All the fundamental errors which
led to the collapse of the American

A. Wallace for the wvice-presidency,
and the Democratic Party politician,

democratic, planned use of our na-
tion’'s natural and industrial re-

_ __Comm:ttee

“rather than continue to corral  la-

Endorse FDR—

Tie Unions to
Po_litics of
Capitalists

While it has been no secret -
that the leaders of the CIO and
its Political Action Committee
were going to support Roosevelt
for a fourth term—in spite of
the pretense of hanging back
made at the last convention of
the ClO—now the endorsement
of the President for 1944 has
become official.

The parent organization has -
issued a statement to that ef-
fect, and individual CIQO unions
have, at_their recent conven-
tions, called for a fourth term
for Roosevelt. Among these
unions are the United Steel-
workers of America, with a
membership of nearly a million,: !
headed by CIO President Philip
Murray, and the Amalgamated
Clothing Workers, with a mem-
bership of 325,000, headed by
Sidney: Hillman, who is also =
chairman of the CIO Pplitical Action ~

With this coneclusive action. the i
CIO has definitely kicked aside the
opportunity offered it this year to
form an independent Labor Party,

bor’s political strength behind a capi-
talist party.

The same wave of dissatisfaction in
the ranks of the CIO which com-'
pelled the leadership to organize the -
PAC to do something to unify the
political power of organized labor,
could have been and should have
been utilized to start a class political
party of the workers. The same
funds, contributed by every CIO .
union, which have gone 'once more
to tie labor to Roosevelt's kite, could .
have been and should have been used
to strike out on the path of inde-
pendent political action. This was
not done.

In making the call to his organiza-
tion for a fourth term for Roosevelt,
Murray said: “We here in the United
States have a solemn duty to provide
inspiration to our people at home and .
to all mankind. That duty can best
be fulfilled by a declaration of unity
in support of our Commander-in-
Chief.”

NO TIME FOR EMPTY WORDS

It will do “our people at home"”
and “all mankind” absolutely no good
to roll out the old stock ‘phrases at = .-
this juncture in history. What all the -
world wants is peace, economic se-
curity and freedom. What the peo-
ple at home and the tortured people
abroad yearn for is a society that.
will insure them against war, pov-
erty and fascism.

How inhspiring is it to gropmg and "
suffering mankind for the most mili-
tant labor organization of the great-
est country on earth to choose as .

Not socialism nor even “the slight-
est suggestion of confiscation of
wealth, nor even of the wartime pro-
posals for a limitation upon private
incomes of the wealthy classes”—is,
according to Browder himself, in the
plans of the new organization. Thus
Stalin’s stooges are going even fur-
ther -in being pro - capitalist than
some capitalists—for some of the cap-
italists are themselves a little fright-
ened at what the reaction of returned
soldiers may be to the fabulous ac-

‘cumulation 6f war profits.

The CPA, judging by Browder's
speech, seems, among other things,
to have set itself the task of “solv-
ing” the problem of Anglo-American
world competition. Browder is sol-
emnly sure that there must be an
agreement between the two great
powers to share the markets of the
world. He didn't bother to explain
how the American capitalists, with
their great world,K advantage today,
will be induced to surrender it to
their age-old world competitors.

Outside the Garden the leaflet ap-
pearing at the left on this page, was
distributed to people going to the
meeting. |

‘

Labor Party in New York were re-
peated by the liberal and irade union
leaders who organized the Liberal
Party at its founding convention in
Hotel Roosevelt, New York, on May
19  and 20. '

The new party’s organizers are the
same group that was defeated by the
Communist Party - Sidney Hillman
combination in the recent ALP pri-
mary elections. Led by David Du-
binsky, president of the International
Ladies Garment Workers Union, Alex
Rose, of the Millinery Workers Union,
Dr. George Counts, of the Teachers
Union, and Dean Alfange, former
ALP candidate for Governor of New
York, the defeated group announced

its withdrawal from the ALP on the -

quite truthful grounds that it had
now become a mere cover for the
Communist Party, and proceeded to
establish a party of their own at the
Hotel Roosevelt convention.

The convention, which was about
as dull and uninspired as it 'could
be, adopted a program and a “Dec-
laration of the Liberal Party”; elect-
ed a New York State Committee; and
endorsed the candidacies of President
Roosevelt. for a fourth term, Henry

. crats and Republicans,

Robert Wagner, for another term in
the Senate.

The endorsement nf the eandidates
of the capitalist party in power today
is a continuation of the disastrous
policy which marked the birth, and
contributed to the death, of the origi-
nal American Labor Party. The
more openly Rooseveli, and the
Democratic Party on which he bases
himself, manifest their anti-labor pol-
icies, the more steadfastly the Lib-
eral Party leaders seem to cling to
the leader of the Southern Bourbons
and the Northern Democratic corrup-
tionists and reactionaries.

THEY CONTRADICT THEMSELVES

THe Declaration of the new party
denounces the “major American po-
litical parties,” that is, the Demo-
as reaction-
ary, as the home of the “forces of
privilege, of race prejudice and of
patronage” which “are daily becom-
ing more aggressive and intolerant.
They are attacking the rights of or-
ganized labor, economic justice to
small farm-owners and share-crop-
pers, equal treatment of races, and
every proposal or agency for the

jobs. This pmbable shutdown of the Brewster plants foreshadows the vast

their political leader a man who has
(Contimued on page 2)

(Continued on page 3)

.

Brewster Plants Shut Down _.'_f:j__

The N’a‘vir Department has cancelled all contracts with the Brewster Aercr-'
nautical Corporation. Its 12,500 workers face the immediate loss .of their

prohlem‘ of unemployment that faces the workers of America in the post-war
period.

The men and women have been shut out of the Long Island plant for a
three-day “holiday” in order to permit the company to make up its layoff
list.

Only last week General Arnold, in order to cudgel striking Detroit fore-
men back to work, said that the invasion was being held up by a lack of
fighter planes. The General claimed that 250 planes were lost to production
by the strike. How would General Arnold explain the shutting down of the
Brewster-plants if the need for planes is so urgent?

The Navy is sending the incompleted work on the “Corsair” fighter planes
to Connecticut, a labor shortage area. This proves that they are using the
partial cutbacks to smash Local 365. The union is one of the strongest and
most progressive locals in the UAW and has won the highest wage rates in
the airframe industry for the Brewster workers. i

The membership of Local 365 is demanding militant action on the part
of their leadership in an effort to meet the situation. They wants to save
their local union and their jobs. They desire to fight for severance pay NOW,
and want reconversion to civilian production 1! they get no other war con-

tract
)
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LABOR ACTION

By Eirnesl' Lund

- ﬂmom

(The author of “Plenty for All”
now writes a column for LAB_DR

Capitalists are the most class-con-

scious people in the world. The capi-
thlist class’ of America is no excep-
tloh in this respect. Despite their
‘family qusrrels over how to divide
the wealth that is produced by labor
-and appropriated by eapital, the cap-
“italists all stand shoulder to shoulder
‘wheén they sehse any danger to their
'System of robbery:
““HSome capitalists call themselves
Republicans, while others call them-
Tgelvéd Democrats (though many of
theém ‘contribute money to both capi-
talist parties).

Some are Protestants; others are

~ Catholies or Jews. Some believe in
" ne religion.

Most of them are of the white race,
a few are colored.

They may represent many differ-
ent opinions on a whole series of
questions, even serious questions.

BUT THEY ARE UNITED

But one guestion finds all capitalists
standing united, regaridless of politics,
race or creed. That is the defense of
their “sacred” system of “private en-
terprise,” as they hypocritically call
“it=~or-the system of capitalist exploi-
tation, as honest men call it.

For the last year or so we have
been witnessing a wonderful dem-
onistration of eclass solidarity by the
capitalists of this country. I refer to
the flood of propaganda pouring out
of the capitalist newspapers, maga-
zines and radio stations in defense
of the “private enterprise” system.

It was unloosed with the article
on “Your Stake in Capitalism” by
Eric Johnston, president of the U.S.
Chamber of Commerce, which ap-
peared in the Reader's Digest a year
:dand a half ago. Since then we hardly
ever pick up the Saturday Ewening
Post,” Liberty, Collier's or others- of
the slick-cover magazines, without
finding an article devoted to the
theme of “private enterprise,” Its
virtues are sung by nine out of ten
newspaper columnists and it has be-
come the recurring theme for- edito-
rials in the capitalist press from the
big metropolitan dailies to the small
country weeklies,

WHY ALL THE SHOUTING?

What brought about this amazing

unity of capitalist propaganda, this
united front of big papers and little
ones; of ‘Roosevelt-haters and 'Roose-
‘velt-supporters,. of the -intervention-
ist New York Times and the isola-
tionist Chicago Tribune?
" What has made it necessary that
every politician— from reactionary
Southern Democrats and reactionary
Northern Republicans to liberals like
Vice-President Wallace — somewhere
in every speech cross himself and
declare that he believes in the in-
‘violability of “private enterprise’?

There is only one reason to, ac-
count for the present fears of the
capitalist class. They realize that it
is going to be tough going in this
‘eountry after the war. They don’t
believe a word of all the beautiful
post-war promises which they and
their hirelings are handing out to
the working people. They only hope
that they can succeed in hoodwink-
ing enough people to trust capital-
ism to provide work for everybody
after the war. They hope that the
working class will be meek and sub-
missive in' the period after the war
when our war jobs have folded up
and nothing else has come ‘into sight.
‘They hope that they can -convince

enough workers to hunger in silence -

while waiting for the “private enter-
prise” paradise that has been prom-
ised us.

~If they succeed, the capltahst class
will be given a “breathing spell,”
during which they can prepare to
deferrd capitalism with much sterner
stuﬂ‘ than newspaper propaganda

'IHEY SMELL DANGER

“This reveals not only remarkable
class solidarity and class conscious-
ness. It also reveals a remarkably
acute sensitivity to any threatening
dangers to their class interests.

They realize, perhaps even more
than we socialists do, that capitalism
will be put to the most severe test in
its history during the post-war pe-
riod. Europe will be in revolutionary
turmoil. The colonial world will

‘take a deep breath and try to rise to ~

its feet. ‘Millions of veterans will re-
turn to seek the jobs and security
they were promised. They will be
swallowed up'in the ranks of the

- greater millions of unemployed home

front workers. Wages will be cut.
Farm prices will go down. And
every solution that will be worth
serious attention will tread upon the
sacred toes of capital.

The capitalists realize this and are
already showing how they can stand
shoulder to shoulder when their an-
cient privilege to live by the toil of
others stands in danger.

Will the workers learn in sufficient
time also to stand shoulder fo shoul-
der? - Will they recover from the
New Deal hangover in short enough
time to close their ranks in a show
of class solidarity? Will they learn
the bitter lessons quickly enough to
develop the class consciousness nec-

.essary to stop voting across class lines

and build their own working class

party?

. ment “with the WLB-
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Seamen Picket Service Hotel

By SCOTT BYERS

NORFOLK — The Seafarers Interna-
tional Union put a picket line in
{roht of the Uilited Seamen’s Service
Hotel Faitfax in Norfolk on Thurs-
day, April 20, because of that organ-
‘ization’s unfdir’ treatment of union
seameh. The communist leadership
and a few stooges of the National
- Maritime Union would not recognize
the line, but the hotel's business came

effris were made to obtam a settle-
ment

"The SIU called a showdown, and at
a special meeting of the member-
ship, the northeast regidnal director
of the United Seamén’s' Service, R.

Scott, was introduced to the rank
and file with recommendations of his
honesty by the local union chiefs.
The result was that another attempt
‘of rank and file workers fell short
of concrete success.

The SIU and the ‘Seamen’s Union
of the Pacific have long been the
most progressive unions in maritime
service, but when the United Sea-
men's Service was formed in 1942,

¢lose to a standstill in a week and 25 2 bedeficial - pid 1o, sesmgy, {ae

leadership of these unions okayed
it,-as did the other marmme union
leaders.

WHAT IS THE USS?,

However, when the United Sea-
men's Service showed its true pur-

The new-found friendship

boss collaboration.

the union hiring hall.

after many costly struggles.

do.”
That is a lie!

Union-Boss Collaboration .

and the capitalist class is indeed touching—and in many in=
stances most beneficial to the capitalists.

An instance in point is Joseph Curran’s policy of union-
It is reported that ship operators almost
fell off their chairs when invited by the Stalinist head of the
National Maritime Union to send their represen'rahves into

There is no bottom to the labor betrayals the Stalinists
commit in carrying out edicts from Moscow. The union hir-
ing hall for seamen has been fought for bitterly and won only

In Curran’s'own words is found condemnation of his anti-
union policy: “For seven years | have fought to keep the com-
panies out of the hiring halls. But now 1'm inviting them in
S0 we* cun wqu together for the war. That is what a war will

1t is not the war itself that is accountable
for this contemptible labor betrayal, but rather what side of
the war Boss Stalin happens to be on. When Stalin was on
Hitler's side, Curran did not invite the ship owners into the
union hiring hall—orders from Moscow were different then!

between .the Communist Party

pose, that of aiding the govern-
ment's and the companies’ union-
breaking attempts, the SIU-SUP
were the first to raise their voices
in criticism. The NMU continued its
praise. :

Union men other than SIU-SUP
were fired, were not treated fairly
at its ration boards; attempts were
made to make them look like riff-
raff; they were accused of stealing
and in turn were stolen from,

Then, as could have been seen
from the beginning, the War Ship-
ping Administration — composed of
maritime bosses on a dollar-a-year
vacation—revealed itself as the cre-
ator of the United Seamen’s Service.
Marshall Dimock, USS chief pie-card,
spoke of his love for seamen but also
for a cut in their bonuses. The SUP
paper, “The West Coast Sailor,”
spoke loud and hard, but stuck to
its no-strike promise,

CORRUPTION RAMPANT

In Norfolk the corruption of the
USS Hotel Fairfax became too much
for the rank and file to stand. Sev-
eral men were “rolled,” one of over
$600. They had checked their money
at the desk, and, claiming it agpin,
found some missing; but the only
reply to their complaints was, “Go
away, you're drunk.”

With an avalanche of spirit .from
the = membership, a picket line
formed and immediately over 150
men, bag and baggage, checked out.
A good number were members of
the NMU, ki

Baggage filled the street and the
people of Norfolk became attentive.

PICKET LINE A SUCCESS

The working people passing spoke
to the pickets sympathetically. A

/
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NUM officials Iailed to mcugmse the
' picket line.

With this success, the spirit of the
union seamen seemed at its best. The
older seamen could be seen with the
newcomers talking of 1934 ‘and 1937.

The following Thursday ‘the 'USS
executive came by plane from New
York, and in the SIU hall explained!
to the membership that he was a
good man, that he was happy to be
able to speak to the membership, and
wouldn't they coopérate by ' taking
off the picket line during the inves-
tigation. He stated that the inves-
tigating committee would be com-
posed of a circuit court judge, a'local
hotel manager, an eighty-year old ex-
labor man, a man from the War Ship-
ping Administration, with himself in
an advisory status,

The union leaders present approved
the committee and recommended that
the membership trust Mr. Scott—be-
cause he was a “commie-baiter’—and
pull the picket line for ninety-six
hours, After that time, if a satis-
factory agreement was not reached,
the picket line would again form.

RANKS DISTRUSTFUL

From the floor came questions
about the lack of union representa-
tion on the investigation committee,
and recommendations to keep the
line on. But with reassurance from
the leaders and the stipulation that
Harry Lundberg, SIU president,
would be contacted for a final opin-
ion, the motion from the chair
passed.

Tuesday, April 25, brought an end
to the ninety-six-hour truce, and the
SIU lawyer recommended that, al-

group of sailors learned what had * though the union’s demands hadn't

happened and entered and attempted
to ransack the lobby. A Marine
knocked the,K hotel manager uncon-
scious. '

By Sunday night there were only
a few lights left in the windows of
the Hotel Fairfax, even though the

been met, it would be dangerous to
form the line immediately. Now the
SIU leaders are. waiting for the USS
Hotel again to step out of line, at
which time they will again recom-
mend that another picket line bhe
formed. )

Last Minute Stoppage of Cleveland Strike

By JAMES SHEA

CLEVELAND — After members of
the Amalgamated Association of
Street Electric Railway & Motor
Coach Employees had voted seven to
one to strike, union officials, under
pressure from the city and federal
governments, at the last minute
called off the strike and submitted
the dispute to a panel of the War
Labor Board. '

Although' the case did not legally
come under the jurisdiction of the
WLB becauise the' Cleveland Transit
System " is' eity-ownéd, the Transit
Board from ' the beginning insisted
that the wage ‘dispute be submltted;
to this’ capl]tahst contralled agency.
Even after fhe union's ~executive
board ‘had beén persuaded in the
eleventh ‘hour'to submit the case ‘to
a panel of the WLB, the Transit
Board" continued to demand submis-
sion ‘of the case ‘to the War Labor
Board proper. Mayor Frank Lausche,
fearful of the effect of the strike on
his ‘gubernatorial aspiratiens, was
successful 'in forcing from the Tran-
sit Board 'its consent ‘to a hearmu‘
beforeé 'a panel.

Both ‘sides had to sign an agree-

themselves to acceptance of 'the de-
cision of ‘the panel’ :

This ‘panel is to be composed of
three members: one labor, one busi-
ness, and one public" These members
are to be appointed by the WLB.

Inasmueh as the immediate cause
of the strike e¢all was the refusal of

committing

the Transit Board to arbitrate, Thom-
as ‘Meaney, union president, and the
executive board consider this a vic-
tory. However, Meaney overlooks the
fact that this panel will be appointed
directly by the WLB, and the union
will have no \relce in the olmlee of
the arbiters.

Most of the original demands will
be submitted to arbitration, inelud-
ing time and a half over forty-four

“hours: Although Frederick Bullen,
chairman of the regional WLB,
promises that the Little Steel for-
mula will not' be considered by the
panel in determmmg the wvalidity of
the union’s demands, it is hard to
imagine such a panel ignoring the
government policy. Because the mem-
bers of the panel are as yet un-
chosen, it is difficult to predict just
what the decision of the panel will
be. It is probable, however, that all
but, the minor demands of the union
wiu be rejected.-

AFL LEADER.S JOIN BOSS PRESS

Once agaln the Cleveland Federa—
tion of Labor bureaucrats joined with
the newspapers in denouncing the
proposed strike and maligning both
officials and members of Local 268
alike. William Finegan, president of
the' Federation, stated the transit
workers union was “irresponsible,”
and A, 1. Davey, editor of the Fed-
eration paper, the Cleveland Citizen,
said: “Their action will l‘nﬂecl. on’ aﬂ
labor.”

“The newspapers, after having fa:led

'to dissuade!the street car workers
and bussmen {rom voting for the
strike (the wote was 2484 to 365),
became even more vicious in the
three-day interval following the
strike vote and preceding the strike
deadline. The Cleveland Press, with
a front- -page editorial, printed two
pictures, one of a crowd waiting for
a street car, and the other of an
American boy dying in battle, and
headlined it, “Men Will Wait and
Men Will Die...If You Strike.”
The Cleveland News called the
union officials traitors and stated,
“They ought to be taught a lesson
they will remember.” The Plain
Dealer wrote: “...the people of
Cléveland c¢annot afford to give one
inch in the test of strength to which
they have been challenged by the
calling of a strike for tomorrow....

The time has come for a showdown.”
These capitalist sheets pull out their
pay-triotic propaganda only when
workers are fighting for a living
wage—the war profiteers are a dif-
ferent thing.

WORLD EVENTS

By Europacus

o

Threat of Strike Saves French-Workers

This report comes from a militant
member of Resistance, who took an
energetic part in the action organ-
ized in Dijon in order to save seven
workers who had been condemned to
death by the Nazis. It shows clearly
what strength local groups of re-
sistance can have, and the rapidity of
decision of their leaders.

" At the end of August, seven i'ail-

.. road workers employed at the Perri-

All attempts of the management .

to cause disunity in the ranks of
Local 268 failed, as shown by the
vote. Two ‘days preceding the bal-
loting, individual letters were sent
to the employees by the Transit

, Board, claiming that union leaders

had misrepresented the case. The

day of the vote, draft questionnaires °

were distributed by the management
—as a hint. '

If an unfavorable decision to the
union is handed down by the WLB
panel, it is very likely that a system-
wide strike will occur in spite of the
pledge to abide by the decision.

;_ Tj‘rég Do;lla rs

The market value of all the stocks on the New York Stock Exchange
at the end of last March had increased to $49,494,092,518. Stocks are
getting back toward the high figures of the big paper boom of 1925-29,
‘whén the “inflation” of Wall Street put them up to eighty billions. At
the time Roosevelt claimed he was going to chase the money changers
out of the temple, they were valued at fifteen billions. From fifteen
billions to forty -nine billions is a gain of more than three times.
wicked mon,ey changers seem to have done mighty well under the New
Deal. In addition to all their fat war profits, they have three dollars
of capital now for every dollar they had when the New Deal came to
Washmg‘lon.——United Mine Workers Journal.

for One

The

ClO Leaders Endorse Roc‘wsevel i

(Continued from page 1)
over and over again declared his loy-
alty to'the profit systemi which breeds
wars and poverty and fascism?
How inspiring is it to those who
look for a new and better social sys-
tem fo see the great CIO surrender

Y

its political power to the headman of
the Roosevelt-Churchill-Stalin 1mpe-
rialist triumvirate?

Murray may mouth fancy words as
he scuttles the political might of the
CIO, but fancy words will not de-
ceive the people of Europe, svho are

Gates Meetings On Tour

LOUISVILLE — On M-ax 17, union

. workers from several of this city’s

key industries made up an attentive
audience for Albert Gates, who pre-
sented to them the Workers Party
program for progressive labor action.
Brother Gates' “timely denunciation
of the no-strike pledge and his first-
hand accounts of the rising spirit of
union militancy in other parts of the
country, were received with great
interest.

‘After the talk, discussion arose
about concrete ways to present LA-
BOR ACTION's program on the

aunion floor. Mr. Gates was also asked

to explain his solution for the Negro
problem, which has been causing con-
siderable controversy in the CIO
here.

Those present expressed the hope
for an . early return to Louisville of
LABOR ACTION's representative.

ST. LOUIS — A meeting of readers
and supporters of LABOR ACTION
was held in this city ‘on Sunday,
May 156. Albert Gates, editor of LA-
BOR ACTION, spoke on “The Prob-
lems of Labor During the War and
Post-War Periods.”

" The speaker dealt with the pres-
ent situation in the country and the
rising tide of labor struggles. Citing
the sacrifices made by the worker,
the speaker showed how the bosses,
taking advantage of the no-strike
pledge, have begun an offensive to
weaken and destroy the effectiveness
of the union movement.

He then dealt with post-war pros-
pects and demonstrated that the only
way out for American labor is
through the program of the Workers
Party, supported and -advocated by
LABOR ACTION.

A good question - and diseussion
period followed the speech.

seeing at first hand the resulis of the
Roosevell - Churchill < Stalin policies,
These rulers bave so strong a deter-
mination that no new social system
shall be created by the working peo-
ple, that they bolster and reinstate
the fascist forces in the countries
they are supposed to be liberating.

LET IIS SCRUTINIZE FURTHER

The official statement of the CIO
regarding the Roosevelt' endorse-
ment is worth scrutinizing. One of
the things—the big things—the CIO
leadership says it expects from Roo-
sevelt is “a more abundant life for
all.” But on what do Murray, Hill-
man and Company base thelr great
expectatlons?

Perhaps on ‘the fact that under the
Roosevelt Administration the capi-
talists have been allowed to beécome
the most blatant and gluttonous war
profiteers of all history. Perhaps on
the fact that the Roosevelt stabiliza-
tion program has boiled down to the
Little Steel formula for labor. Are
these the Roosevelt policies that lead
to great expectations?

Again, the CIO statement declares
that the “character of his leadership
may determine whether we will for-
ever eliminate every vestige of fas-
cism from the face of the earth....”
How can a great labor organization
rely on a capitalist politician to do
a job which is primarily labor's?

Specifically, how can labor place

_FIGHT

its trust in a capitalist politician
aligned. in the same party with the
most rabidly reactionary elements in
the country, namely, the bourbon
Democrats of the South? How can
labor choose as its leader against fas-
cism a man whese foreign policies
are now revealed as favoring fascist
elements of the “good” wariety as
against working class elements?

There is no use in going into fur-
ther detail. The same mistake runs
throughout the statement—THE RE-
LIANCE BY LABOR ON A CAPI-
TALIST POLITICIAN TO DO THE
JOB THAT ONLY LABOR CAN DO
FOR ITSELF!

However, one thing is certain. The
official position of the CIO regard-
ing the endorsement of Roosevelt
and thumbs-down on an indepen-
dent Labor Party, is not accepted by
the whole rank and file. Great seg-
ments of the CIQ have done some
hard thinking on the question of po-
litical action, and now see that IT 1S
FOLLY TO VOTE FOR AND WITH
THE CLASS THAT THE UNIONS

ON THE ECONOMIC
FIELD. :

These forces in the CIO have not
been whipped into the official line.
Their voice will be heard louder and
their actions will become stronger—
until the organization of labor as a
class on the political field will be
an accomplished faect,

"

i

gny station were denounced and ar-
rested by the Nazis. On November
27 they were condemned to death by
a special German court-martial, on a
charge of collusion with the enemy,
receiving arms by parachute, and
being guilty of sabotage. These men
were well known, and deeply es-
teemed, and their condemnation to
death aroused the anger of all Dijon
railroad workers and the ‘indignation
of the entire population. A fortnight
earlier, fifteen workers had already
been shot at Dijon by the Nazis,

As soon as they heard about thé
sentence, the Perrigny railroad men
determinedf to prevent this new
crime. - The “People’s Committee” got
busy and it was decided to call a
strike for Monday, November 29. The
prefect of the region was warned,
and acting as a spokesman for the
occupants, sent a delegation to ap-
peal to the workers fo avoid any ac-
tion which may precipitate the exe-
cution of the condemned men,

In spite of this admonition, on No-
vember 29, between 2:00 a.m. and
4:00 p.m., 1,500 railroad employees re-
frained from work; and, knowing
that in order to be effective the
strike would have to last for some
time, they let it be known that they
would continue their demonstration.
On the 30th, the engineers gathered
the shop workers together and read
to them a threatening letter from the
prefect. When the last word had
been heard, one of the workmen got
'up on a bench, and replied, on behalf
of his comrades, that the strike would
continue.

Finally the departmental Railread

Workers Labor Union (an “illegal” .

organization) was urged to write to
all workers and send out leaflets in-
viting them to join in the movement
of protest. Although the secretary of
the union refused to print such a

leaflet, labor wunion members re-
quested all .the station workers at
Laroche, Troyes, Reims, Epernay and
Chalon - sur - Saone to organize con-
certed action.

On Thursday, December 2, at two
o'clock, the strike broke out in Per-
rigny and all the personnel em-
ployed there by the Société Nationale
des Chemins de Fer Francais, about
2,000 in all, stopped work. Until 7:00
p.m. not one train, not one engine,
could leave the station, and thou-
sands of travelers—who were waiting
on the platforms of the Duon rail-
road station, heartily approved of
this protest.

The demonstration took on more
and more importance. At seven
o'clock the same evening a delega-
tion/left for Vichy to negotiate, hav-
ing been called by Laval. Aware of
the dangers of negotiating with
traitors, the leaders of the strike con-
tinued to warn all workers and to
‘organize counter-action, in case the
promises made were not kept within
the given time, Friday, the 13th.

The departmental Committee of
“Liberation” organized for Sunday,
December 5, and Monday, ‘December
6, in the Rue de la Liberté, a demon-"
stration taken part in by thousands
of people, in spite of the presence of
German field gendarmes, armed with
tommy guns, and of Marshall Pé-
tain's police force. Although a no-
tice could not be sent out to all the
population to inform them what de-
cisions had been taken, several busi-
ness enterprises in Dijon stopped
work for -an hour on Monday, the
6th. While waiting for the reply
from Vichy, the means of organizing
a general strike was studied in de-
tail; the men in the engine sheds
were warned, and the railroad men
announced 'that they had unanimous-
ly decided to blow up any engine
that was put on the tracks.

On December 9, the delegation
which was discussing the case at
Vichy was asked to go to Paris. The
Dijon workers were informed that
negoliations were continuing. On
Friday, December 19, the delegates
telephoned Dijon to say that the
seven railroad ' workers had peen
pardoned.—From “Vie Ouvriére,” Al-
giers, January 4, 1944, !

Reading Incident Poses e
Soldier-Worker Problem

READING, Pa.—The problem of re-
employment in industry of the re-
turning soldiers and their relation to
the trade union movement was ac-
tually posed in what ‘probably is
the most serious .-case of its type that
has developed recently. It is the case
of three medically discharged sol-
diers who protested their layoff dur-
ing the week of April 23 from the
ultra-modern Jacobs Aircraft Engine
Co., in Pottstown, near here, -

The three men had been laid off
under seniority rules of the union
in connection with a general slacken-
ing of production, resulting from an
anticipated change in the type of mo-
tor to be manufactured. None of the
ex-soldiers had worked in the plant
prior to their induction and claimed
that the War Manpower Commission
ordered them to accept employment
at the Jacobs plant,

The wunion, American Aireraft
Workers, Lodge 1674, AFL, assumed
the correct attitude of defending and
maintaining the seniority machinery
that had been established to protect
the position of the workers generally.

The broader issue that is involved
and which will reveal itself as a po-
litical factor of primary importance,
is the whole guestion of post-war

employment or unemployment. The
fascists and reactionaries of all va-
rieties will weight their program and
ideas so as to make it appear that
what is preventing the employment
of the veterans and all the rest of the
unemployed are the protective de-
vices developed by the labor move-
"ment dyring long years of struggle.

If such false ideas were to influ-
ence important numbers of the vet-
erans, it would not result in improv-
ing their lot but rather would have
‘the effect of destroying the present
conditions of the working class gen-
erally. It is necessary to demonstrate
to the returning soldiers that any vio-
lation of the contractual protections
would be injurious to their interests
as workers once they have again en-
tered the labor market.

The unity of the veterans and the
labor movement can be really effect-
ed only with the adoption by the
trade unions of a bold and realistic
program of economic demands and
the persuance of a political perspec-
tive that alone can achieve them,

The program formulated by the
Workers Party and presented in LA-
BOR ACTION is precisely the one
that .alone can satisfy all workers’
needs and answer their problems.

LABOR ACTION fights for the interests of labor in the
shops, mines, mills and offices; forearms you with facts;
analyses and a PROGRAM. Here’s how to get your copy

every week,

SUBSCRIBE NOW!

Introductory Offer—Only 25¢ for Six Months

Clip here and mail with twenty-five cenis for your Sub TODAY

LABOR ACTION
114 West I‘lth Street
New York 11, N. Y.

Name .

Yes, 1'd like to receive LABOR ACTION, '

Enclosed find twenty-five cents to cover full
cost of my introductory six-month subscription,

Address

City

State

Readers may use this blank fo subscribe for friends or shopmates. Send
in the quarter and we’ll do the rest! If you are a subscriber whose Sub
expires with Vol. 8, No. 22, send ln your renewal with thirty-five cents.

’i‘his is ynur last issuel )
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By MAX SHACHTMAN

Those of us who are interested above all in
_the victory of international socialism have re-
ceived exceptionally good news. We have waited
with patience and with confidence for the emer-
gence of the genuinely revolutionary socialist
movement in Europe. Our confidence has been
justified; our patience rewarded. In Italy, where
the imperialist front was first-broken by the revo-
lutionary uprising of the masses, the real social-
ists, the Trotskyists, have come together again and
formed an organization of their own.

‘That is a sign of things to.come. The treachery
of the Stalinists, and the miserable capitulation of
the right-wing socialists, has:left:the road clear io
the growth of the revolutionary socialist move-
ment represenfed in the United States by the
Workers Party, in Ifaly by our new organization,
and throughout the world by the Fourth Inter-
rational. In its growth lies the hope of tomorrow.
Every worker to whom the ideal of socialism is
dear follows its growth with passionate interest
and the warmest solidarity.

We of the Workers Party greeted the forma-
tion of the new group with great enthusiasm, and
immediately decided to give it the maximum aid.
Our members and friends throughout the country
have joined in this greeting with almost unprece-
dented vigor.

Like LABOR ACTION, The Militant, which is
the spokesman of the Socialist Workers Party, also

printed the first manifesto to be issued by our

Italian comrades. Here is how they headlined it
in the April 8 issue pof The Militant: “Trotskyists
in Italy Issue Call for Secialist Struggle. Denounce
the Betrayals by the Second and Third Interna-
tional; Summon Masses to Fight for Socialist
United States of Europe.” The editors commented
that this “very important document” was “issued
by the Italian Trotskyists in the name of the Pro-
visional National Center which has been consti-
tuted for the building of the Communist Inter-
nationalist Party (Fourth International). The text
of this document is the first definitive proof that
the genuine voice of revolutionary socialism is
beginhing to make ilself heard amid the erucial
events in Italy.”

It is true that in reprinting the manifesto, the
editors noted what they called “the vaguest and
weakest section of the document,” namely, the sec-
tion on Russia. The reason for this was that the
section indicates that our Italian comrades have
not fallen into the reactionary trap of supporting
Stalinjst Russia in the war or designating that
slave regime as a “workers’ state.” The document,
while showing how Russia serves Anglo-American
imperialism, does not refer to Russia’s own impe-
rialist ambitions and plans. But this defect is
quite opposite to that of which the SWP eom-
plains. In any case, The Militant did speak of the

- document on April 8 as “the genuine voice of rev-

olutionary socialism” and of our comrades as “the
Italian Trotskyists.” That was good, that was right,
that was wise, that was intelligent. -

A CHANGE OF MIND

But sinece April 8, the editors have apparently
received instructions that are meither good, right,
wise nor intelligent. In their May 13 issue, they
make a turn-about-face which is downright dis-
graceful, Under the imposing heading of “Trot-
skyism and the European Revolution,” the editors

suddenly find that the manifesto of our Italian
“ gomrades is no longer the “genuine voice of revo-

lutionary socialism.”

The editors are of course aware that members
of the Socialist Workers Party, like members of

our Workers Party, have responded with enthu-

siasm and sympathy to the news from Italy. They
know, also, that many SWP members are begin-

A Strange Pair

Shelton Tappes and William E. Dowling make a strange pair. Both
are delegates to the Democratic national convention.
Tappes is secretary of Ford Local 600 and a Negro leader consist-

ning to reflect seriously and critically upon their
disastrous party policy of supporting the Russian
army as it advances to ecrush the coming Euro-
.pean working class revolution under the weight
of the GPU. The SWP policy of “unconditional
.defense of the Soviet Union” is not working out so
.well!l So the editors proceed to pour an icy douche
over this part of their followers:

“Nothing could be more fatal to the Trotskyist

.movement than to permit instinctive sympathy-L

for any insurgent groups ﬁghting\ under the diffi-
oult conditions ‘which exist in Europe today—to
betray us into political conciliationism.”

‘Political conciliationism with the counter-revo-
lutionary Stalinist regime is all right for the SWP
—but no “conciliationism™ with the revolutionary
socialists of Italy. The. editors piously note that
they ecan help the revolution in Europe and help
“build’ a strong Tretskyist orgamization, only by
drawing a sharp line of demarcation between the
genuine Troiskyists and the imposters and mud-
dleheads.” In five short weeks, the Italian Trot-
skyists have ceased to be Trotskyists or to speak
with “the genuine voice of revolutionary social-
ism” and have become “impostors and muddle-
heads.”

= Why? Because the “wiser” heads in the SWP
have now realized what was always clear: “The
authors of this manifesto, who apparently wish to
deny such defense [of Russial, felt the necessity
of equivocating. No group can really be Trotsky-
ist if-it attempts to straddle the Russian question.
The manifesto does not call for the defense of the
Soviet Union. It does not characterize the Soviet
Union as a workers' state. Therefore the mani-
festo is not .an authentic Trotskyist manifesto.”

The language and style are-typically Stalinist
({even if used in the name of Trotsky), and so is
the spirit of this excommunication,

POSITION OF ITALIAN COMRADES

Just think of this:

After more than twenty years of fascist rule,
after almost five years of the most devastating war
in history, and in face of mountainous difficulties,
a group of Trotskyists is organized and -comes for-
ward with a document which rings out as the
“gennine voice of revolutionary socialism” even

. to the editors of The Militant. This group has
what is se rare in the working class movement
right now—a sound position on the imperialist
war and both camps in.it. It has a correct pesi-
tion on fascism, imperialist democracy and the
struggle for socialism. It has a correct position
on Stalinism and the right-wing socialists, the Third
and Second Internationals. Its position on the
Socialist United States of Europe and world social-
ism is correct. So is its position on the struggle
for democratic rights and demands in Ifaly, and
ithe relation of this struggle to the fight for werk-
ers’ power,

All this is of tremendous impeortance to the
reviving revolutionary movemeént. in Europe, and
therefore to all of us here in the United States.
On May 13, however, The Militant sees absolutely
nothing of all this and has not a word to say about

"it. Its griginal greeting is replaced by a venomous

denunciation. The YItalian Trotskyists” ' become
“impostors and muddleheads.” Workers are warned
against yielding to their \“instinctive sympathy”
for the new Italian movement. The whole funda-
mental position of the Italian revolutionists fades
into complete unimportanee by the side of their
unforgivable sin: They do not adopt the SWP po-
sition on Stalinist Russia!

SWP WRONG ON TWO COUNTS

The editors of The Militant are wrong on two
counts (we politely use the word “wrong” in-

sources.”

Right after having written this, the
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itant’ and Ovur ltalian Comrades

Conﬁments- on a Policy Fatal ro the Resurgent Socialist Movement

stead of the more accurate term, “stupid and erim-
inal™).

First, so far as the “Russian question” is con-

cerned, the Italian comrades are a thousand times
more correct than the SWP. The latter can.only
help break the neck of the coming revolution in
Europe. Today, the Russian army already stands
on the threshhold of Poland; tomorrow, perhaps,
it will face Germany. The workers and peasants
who will surely move to overturn their ruling
classes and attempt to ‘establish their own govern-
ment power, will face an army which Trotsky
once rightly called the tool of the Stalinist Bona-
partes, the counter-reveolution in Moscow. If the

*Polish and German masses follow the policy of the

SWP, which calls upon them to work for the vie-
tory of the Stalinist army, they will facilitate the
crushing of their revolution by this army and by
the: GPU—nothing less. The SWP is simply ask-
ing these workers to dig their own graves!

Our Italian comrades understand this; the SWP,
with its mad fixation on “unconditional defense”
of Stalinist Russia, refuses to understand it. We
are enfirely opposed to the SWP here, and entirely
on the side of our Italian comrades and .of all the
other European Fourth Internationalists who have

.already taken or who will certainly take the same

basie yiew,

Second, even if the Italian comrades were as
wrong on:Russia as The Militant says, since when
has the position on this question become the only
decisive test for partisans of a Fourth Interna-
tional? Who decided that, and-when? We know
that in the past many comrades were similarly
“wrong” on the Russian question without being
read out of the Trotskyist movement—and read
out so shamefully at that. In 1939 ‘and 1940, when
half of the American Trotskyist movement was
also “wrong” on the Russian question, in the opin-
ion of The Militant and even of Trotsky, the lat-
ter strongly insisted that there was room in a
united SWP for both groups ‘and opinions, and
that there should not be a separation over that
question. If a split did nevertheless occur in the
SWP, it was mainly because of the impossible
conditions for membership the party leaders tried
to make the opposition swallow.

Trotsky understood that the “Russian question”
was not quite so simple as the SWP now holds it
to be; that positions taken on it were much more
subject to change than on any other important
question in"the revolutionary movement; that it
was the Trotskyist movement itself, more than any
other, which had modified its- position on Russia
a dozen times in accordance with changes in the
situation and reconsiderations.

Trotskyism, for wus, is moderd revolutionary
socialism. For ms, all the fundamefital principles
of the socialist criticism of capitalist society, of
the siruggle for workers’ power, of the building
of the new society—the principles of socialist in-
ternationalism—are embraced by the word “Trot-

. skyism,” modern Marxism. Only idiots can reduce

“Trotskyism” to one aspect of Trotsky's position
—real or perverted—on Russia, and declare slav-
ish adherence to this position THE supreme test
of a revolutionary socialist,

It is the SWP leaders who have'introduced this
new twist in the Trotskyist movement. We shall
see what the- other supporters ‘of the Fourth In-
ternational, as well as the SWP members them-
selves, have to say about this innovation. The
SWP itself has changed Trotsky’s position on Rus-
sia—but in a reactionary direction, so that it be-
comes more and more the tail-end of Stalinism,
as we have repeatedly shown in these pages. The
party leaders are blind and seek to blind every-
one who listens to them. Their attack upon our
Italian, comrades is one of the rottenest examples
of what we mean. Will they open their eyes only
AFTER the “defense of Russia” has brought about
the erushing of the European revolution?

Liberal Party was not a political or-
ganization that labor can call its own.
The party Declaration nowhere even

Platform of Workers Party

For a People’s Peace and a Workers’ World! Against Both Imperialist !
Camps! For the Victory of World Labor and the Colonial Peoples! '
For the Victory of the Third Camp of Socialism!

The Workers Party recommends this platform for adoption as the fighting program of the
trade union movement and of the national Independent Labor Party which it must form.

LABOR MUST DEFEND ITSELF NOW! 3

1. For the defense of all democratic rights!
Against  wartime dictatorship measures! Abolish
wage-freezing and job-freezing!

2. Restore full and unrestricted collective bargain-
ing rights of the unions! Rescind the no-strike pledge!
Repeal the Smith-Connally anti-strike law!

3. A higher, not a lower, standard of living! For
a $1.00-an-hour minimum wage ‘law, with time and'a
half for overtime, double time for Sunday and holi-’
day work, and equal pay for equal work for all in-
dustrial and agricultural workers! An “escalator
clause” in all wage contracts, hitching wiges to the
rising cost of living, plus a margin for comforts—a

. “cost-plus” wage!’

4. No tax on wages and no sales tax on consumers’
goods! Abolish'all {axes on annual incomes of $5,000
or less!

5. Down with control of rationing and price-fixing
by the monopelists and the government bureaucrats!
For democratic. contrel of rationing and price-fixing
by joint commitiees of working class organizations,
farmers’ organizations, cooperatives and consamers’
organizations and housewives’ leagues.

6. No government contract to plants without a
union contraect,

7.. Maintain and increase all government social
services and establish adequate federal medical serv-
ice, health and accident insurance; old-age pensions,
child care, protection for the unemployed!

SOAK THE RICH—LET THEM PAY FOR
THEIR WAR! .

8. Expropriate the “Sixty Families"—the pluto-
cratic three per cent of the population who own
ninety-six per cent of the national wealth!

9. A one hundred per cent tax on all war profits
ahove a five per cent maximum on invested capital!
Immediate renegotiation .6f all war. contracts to cut
the fabulous profits to this level!

10. A $25,000 ceiling on total individual incomes!

11. A graduated capital levy on all accumulated
wealth over §$50,000 to cover war costs and provide
post-war security for labor!

PREPARE NOW.TO WIN POST-WAR
JOB SECURITY AND PLENTY

%2. Government planning to gnarantee the highest
national production and income, a year-around 'job
and a minimum annual wage to all, and a rising
standard of living!

13. Conscript all war industries! Nationalize the
banks, big industrial monopolies and franspertation
systems. No handing over of government-built and
owned plants and facilities to private ownership!

14. For a two hundred and fifty billion dollar five
Yyear program to provide decent housing for all, ex-
tensive public works, rural electrification and mod-
ernization!

15. For a guaranteed $5,000 annual income to all
workers’' families, made possible by a planned rise in
the fotal national income and a thirty-hour maximum
work-week.

DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS TO THE DRAFTEES

16. The right of free specch, free press and free
assembly for the men and women in the armed
forces! The unrestricted right of the armed forces to

-~ vote in all' elections and participate in all political

campaigns!
17. For doubling present dependency allowances

paid by the government with no deductions from the
serviceman’s pay!

18. For a two years’ base pay grant to all demo-
bilized wveterans, with option of trade school and
higher education facilities at government expense,
and guarantee of decent jobs!

DOWN WITH JIM CROW AND LR
ANTI-SEMITISM . R

19. All discrimination against Negroes, Jews or
other minorities in the armed forees or by employers
in industry must be made a criminal offense!

20. For complete political, social and economic
equality for Negroes! :

21. For lifting all immigration barriers. against
Jewish and other victims of fascist terror! For gov-
ernment aid in rescuing and transporting these vic-
tims to safety!

PROTECT THE FARMER

22. Adequate government provision of land, tech-
nical aid, machinery and supplies to all small farm-
ers! Cancellation of all small farmers’ debis to' gov-
ernment and banks! ’ :

23. Nationalize all absentee-owned farm lands.
Abolish tenancy and sharecropping by turning over
the land to those who till it.

PROTECT THE YOUTH

24. Adequate government provision for free edu-
cation of all youth, including trade schools and uni-
versities! The right of all youth, male and female, to
vote at the age of eighteen! Government-maintained
nurseries for the children of working mothers.

AGAINST REACTION—FOR A LABOR
PARTY AND A WORKERS’ GOYERNMENT

25. For Union Defense Guards, trained and con-
trolled by the unions, to defend laber, the Negroes,
Jews and all racial minerities from native fascists,
Jim Crow rioters, anti-Semites, Klansmen, Silver
Shirts and other capitalist tools!

26. For a break with bankrupt and reactionary
capitalist politics and politicians and complete inde-
pendence of labor from them! No political support
to the Roosevelt government! For a party that is la-
bor’s own, an Independent Labor Party, based on the
unions and contirolled by them!
~ 21. For a workers' government fo organize the
couniry for freedom, security, peace and plenty for
the masses of the people!

‘28. Operate all big indusiry for the welfare of the
plain people, with workers’ contrel of production
through the unions and plant committees!

'29. Democratic control of the distribution and
price-fixing of consumers’ goods by the labor unions,
farmers, consumers’ and cooperative organizations.

FOR A DEMOCRATIC PEOPLE'S PEACE
AND A WORKERS' WORLD

30. For an end to the war and fascism by a demo-
cratic people’s peace, without annexations, indemni-.
ties, tribute, or the dismemberment and oppression of
sovereign nations and peoples! -

31. For complete, immediate national independence.
to all colonial or semi-colonial peoples! Against all
old or new annexations, or depriving nations of their
sovereignty and independence, by American, British,
Russian, German or Japanese imperialism!

32. For a Socialist United States of Europe and a
World Socialist Federation! A socialist werld will
destroy capifalist imperialism, recurrent wars, fascist
barbarism, oppression and exploitation, and establish
a new order of freedom, plepty, peace and security,
and world brotherhood! )

were spoken of as representatives of
this union and that one, How they
came to consider themselves as rep-

ently supported by the Stalinist Communist Party. )

Dowling, Detroit prosecutor, was the author of the infamous “Dow-
ling Report” on the riots of June, 1843. His repott aimed, at white-
washing the Ku Klux Klanist elements in Detroit by intolerantly as-
sailing the city's Negro popftlation.

Why do you join up with Dowling, Mr. Tappes? Will he help fight
for “liberal principles” such as the elimination of discrimination against
all minorities, including Negroes? Or will you give a labor cloak of
respectability to the reactionary racist policies represented by Mr.
Dowling? i
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Here It Is!

The Who, What and Why of the Fight for Workers' Democracy
in Russia

THE NEW COURSE

By LEON TROTSKY
A Socialist classic, to be read and studied by every serious worker.
This work, translated into English for the first time, was Trotsky’s ini-
tial attack against the Stalin gang in Russia.

THE STRUGGLE FOR THE NEW COURSE
By MAX SHACHTMAN
In the same volume, Max Shachtman documents the history and back-
ground of Trotsky’s great fight and brings up to date the conflicting
theories on the nature of the Russian state. The author exposes the
bureaucracy as the new ruling class of Russia. L.

_ PRICE: $1.50
And This!
THE NEW INTERNATIONAL

Outstanding monthly organ of revelutionary Marxism. Lively, in-
teresting, informative, edited by Max Shachtman. Featuring analyses
of national and international events, political and social develoments,

ete, YEARLY SUBSCRIPTION: $1.50

Both for $2.50— .
An Exceptional Bargain!

. THE NEW INTERNATIONAL
114 West 14th Street
New York 11, N. Y, . _
I am enclosing $2.50 to take advantage of your special offer of “The
New Course” and a year’s subscription to “The New International”
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Liberal Party leaders proceeded to
endorse for re-election the outstand-
ing spokesmen of one of these two

reactionary parties: Roosevelt, Wal- | ] .
3 gressive forces of America,”

lace and Wagner. Not one of these
candidates can be elected without
the support of the very *“forces of
privilege, of race prejudice and of
patronage” which the new party
Declaration denounces. Not one of
these candidates will fail to move
heaven and earth to assure the sup-
port of these same “forces,” and con--
sequently to be under oebligation to
them and, in the last analysis, under
their control.

The new Liberal Party shares its
candidates with the Southern lynch-
ers, the poll-tax Democrats, the la-
bor-baiters of the North and South,
the rotten Democratic Party ma-
chines of the Northern cities, like
Frank Hague’s in New Jersey, Tam-
many’s in New York, Mayor Kelly's
in Chieago, and the same kind ev-
erywhere else; and, not least of all,
with the Communist Party, which
has climbed aboard the same band-
wagon.

NOT A LABOR PARTY

Anyone who expected the Hetel
Roosevelt convention to lay the
foundations for a genuine Labor Par-
ty, for genuine independent work-
ing-class political action, must have
been sorely disappointed. If any-
thing, the Liberal Party marks a step
backward as compared with the
American Labor Party. Even though
the latter .was not a real laber party,
it at least called itself by that name.
The leaders of the new pariy seemed
so anxious to run away frem any
“class organization” or working-class
conirel, that they dropped the name
“labor” altogether and adopted the
wishy-washy, typically middle-class
name of Liberal Party.

In his convention address, Dubin-
sky did indeed say that “labor needs
a party of its own.” But he and the
rest of the new party leaders took
special care to see to it that the

suggests that it aims to be the parly
of labor. On the’ contrary, it empha-

/sizes that it seeks to be the organ

of expression and action of “the pro-
and
therefore invites “all:liberal-minded
citizens, regardless of occupation or
previous party affiliation, to join with
us.”

The party program, which runs
into well over a hundred para-
graphs, devotes exactly three to “La-
bor's Right of Organization.”. The
program does not even come out in
favor of the nationalization of big
industry and banking, but confines
itself to a muddleheaded advocacy of
a muddleheaded idea: the combina-
tion of “public planning and' free en-
terprise” The rest of the program
is on a par with this.

The structure of the Liberal Party
is substantially the same as the old
American Labor Party. It provides
only for individual membership or-
ganized on the assembly district ba-
sis. No attempt or provision was
made for basing the party upon dem-
ocratic trade-union affiliation, which
would not only have provided the
party with a serious and solid basis:
among the workers fhat would jus-
tify calling the new party a labor
party despite its middle-class pro-
gram, but would have put it under
the control of the organized labor
movement.

The party leaders, however, were
as determined to prevent such cen-
trol in the new -parly as they were
in the old. They have no hesitation
whatsoever in calling upon organized
labor to suppert their party, to vote
“for it, to give it funds and all other
possible aid, but as fer giving organ-

ized labor voice and vote in deter- -

mining the party’s leadership and
policy, on the basis of labor’s organ-
.ized strength, that is an entirely dif-
ferent matter!

The convention nevertheless made
a big display of its claims to “trade-
union representation.” Many of those
seated at the convention as delegates

New Liberal Party Repeats ALP Mistakes---

(Continued from page 1)

the reactionary

capitalist
whom they cannot control,
whole political existence is

experience of the American Labor
Party must be met by the militant
and class-conscious workers with re-

parties
whose
con-

resenting the organizations to which
they belong, or of which they are
officers, was an unexplained mystery.
So far as is known, the question of
sending and electing delegates fo the
Liberal Party convention never came
before the membership of any of the
unions of New York. If trade-union
officials did appear at the convention,
the only possible conclusion is that
they were present in their own name
and only in their own name—not as
the selected spokesmen of their or-
ganizations,

WHY DIDN'T THEY SPEAK UP?

It is worth noting, moreover, that
a number of trade-union leaders
present at the convention were mem-
bers of unions that have gone on rec-
ord for a genuine labor party, based
upon the ‘trade unions, completely
independent from the two capitalist
pearties, and pursuing a policy of
contesting all elections with its own
independent candidates. Prominent
among such union organizations is
the famous Brewster Local of the
United Auto Workers. Among the
delegates was its treasurer, Gabe De
Angelis.

In his case, as in all others known
to LABOR ACTION, the question of
the Liberal Party convention never
came before the membership and
consequently the local was not rep-
‘resented by its own delegates. More-
over, it is unfortunate that De An-
gelis and other delegates who are
members of unions that have taken
a militant position on the Labor Par-
ty, failed to challenge the basis upon
which the Liberal Party was formed,
ang failed to present to the conven-
tion the point of view to which their
respective union organizations are
officially committed. .

In this failure, we have another
case of the subordination of the or-
ganized labor movement to capitalist
or middle-class polities, in which la-
bor is called upon to act as mere
voting cattle for the candidates of

cerned with protecting the basic in- -
terests of capitalism, and who can-
not possibly serve the interests of
the ‘working class or the toiling peo-
ple in general.

The attempt of the new party to
continue the tiragic and misleading

organizations of labor and conirolled
by them, and completely indepen-

tute is worthy of support,

Labor Action Book Sé-rvicé

114 Waest 14th Street; New York 1, N Y,
Special Offer:

Karl Marx %)
The Story of His Life
By FRANZ MEHRING

One of the finest political biographies ever produced in the socialist
movement, s :

Mehring, himself a scholar of great renown, has written not only the
personal biography of the founder of modern socialism, but has given
an’excellent description of Marx’s method and basic teachings.

This book belongs in the library of every worker who wishes to
know what' the basic principles of Marxism are.
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‘World Revolution
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newed aclivities in favor of a real
Labor Party, based upen the mass

dent of the capitalist parties. Fer
the workers, no middle-class substi-




LABOR ACTION

. Those Who
Got Slapped -

Everyone knows that Sewell Avery got
properly slapped by the victory of the United
Mail Order, Warehouse & Retail Employees
Union, ClIO, as bargaining agent for the
Montgomery Ward workers in Chicago.
But this union-buster is by no means the
only one of that category who was put.in’

- his place.

“There is also, for example, Harry Bridges,
head of the International Longshoremen &
Warehousemen'’s Union, ClO, and one of
the Browder boys. As a union-buster—
which is the role he was playing along with
Avery—Harry Bridges also got slapped.by
the ‘union victory at Ward’'s. Here is the

. story:

~ Bridges’ union is the bargaining agent
in some of the Ward plants not located in
Chicago. Asked by the Ward strikers in
Chicago for support, Bridges refused it. The
Dispatcher, national organ of Bridges’ un-
jon, wrote: “ILWU Local 215, which is the
bargaining 'agent ‘for employeces of the
Montgomery Ward workers in St. Paul, im-
mediately reaffirmed its no-strike pledge,
although it received requests from the Chi-
cago strike leaders not to handle goods.”

getting active support from labor as a whole
—Bridges published a signed editorial in the
Dispatcher, saying: ““The ILWU is organ-
ized in plants of Montgomery Ward else-
where than in Chicago and under no cir-
cumstances will our union be a party to the
game that was played in Chicago or any-
thing like it. If anything, we’ll be more
affirmative than ever in our adherence to
the no-strike pledge.” By = '

It is not hard to see on whose side
Bridges was fighting. ““The game that was
played in Chicago” was a life-or-death
game for unionism. Practically the whole
labor movement realized that and rallied
to the side of the Ward strikers. But Bridges
snatched up the dirty and bedraggled ban-
ner of the no-strike pledge, waved it aloft
and—in effect—trampled under foot the
standard of unionism,

And why is the no-strike pledge more
sacred than all else to the Browder boys?
Orders from the Kremlin — which are to
support Roosevelt, who supports Stalin, who
in return commands his faithful stooges to
crucify labor on the no-strike pledge.

So Bridges got slapped by the union vic-.
tory at Ward’'s—and with him all the other
Browder boys. Included among .them are
the lie-slingers on the Daily Worker who
called the Chicago striké a “Trotskyite con-
spiracy’’—a phrase by this time recognized
by labor to mean all militant labor action

if and when that may be possible—will be
acceptable compensation. In the meantime,
he fully endorses the brand of Polish “in-
dependence’ Stalin wants.

The good father did not, of course, go to
Moscow on his own whim or initiative. Sta-
lin — suddenly become a “‘co-religionist’’
—pulled the string that gave the father his
so thrilling experience. The publicity given-
the Springfield priest’s message about Sta-
lin’s wish for an “independent’’ Poland and
for friendship with the Catholic church,
has set the whole Polish-American popu-
lation agog. Stalin hopes thus to win
friends in America and gain okays for his
little grab.

The timing of Father Orlemanski’s visit
may have been determined by the fact that
there will be in Buffalo over the Memorial
Day. week-end, a convention of Polish-
American organizations. According to Eric
Estorick, writing in The Nation, American
citizens of Polish origin will discuss Amer-
ican foreign policy as it affects Poland, and
pressure Washington to support the Polish
government in exile against the Russian de-
mands on the Polish - Russian boundary
question. Father Orlemanski’s mission to
Moscow and the pro - Russian propaganda
surrounding it may very well have been
pointed specifically at the Buffalo conven-
tion.

LABOR ACTION has no interest in pass-

That was on April 21. On May 5, with
the splendid Chicago strike at its height—
' : Browder boys.
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_ On with the
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“bureaucracy that rules Russia. Inside these organizations, all the

militant and revolutionary elements have been rooted out; in
Russia itself, they were expelled, then framed up (as “agents of
capitalism”!), imprisoned and shot. Thé membership was tanght
that the supreme revolutionary virtue and duty was blind obedi-
ence to the party leadership, regardless of who was appointed and
regardless of what policies and how many turns in policy were
undertaken.

' The Russian Stalinist bureaucracy has deceived and betrayed
the Communist workers. It has cunningly traded upon your de-
votion to the great principles and achievements of the Bolshevik
Revolution, and exploited this devotion for its own reactionary
ends. Meanwhile, in Russia, the bureaucracy has abandoned these
great principles and wiped out the great achievements. The Rus-
sian working class enjoys no rights; it enjoys no power. It is
gagged, bound and fettered by the bureaucracy, which has a com-
plete monopoly of power, rights and privileges.

The Russian and the Communist Worker.;

This bureaucracy looks upon you, and the communist and
other workers throughout the world, only as tools. Its only in-
terest in you is to use you to maintain it in power. It is not con-
cerned with the interests and the socialist future of the working
class, either inside Russia or outside. That is why it forced the
Communist movement through all the ridiculous and ecriminal
“turns” in policy every year or every six months. That is why it
forces you into opposition to a united front one day, and support
of it the next; into calls for insurrection one day and support of
. capitalism the next; into opposition to the imperialist war one
day and support of it the next; into support of labor’s struggles

~one day and strike-breaking the next; and now, into outright
abandonment of the ideal and struggle for socialism which it long
ago abandoned in practise. '

" . Once the capitalist class and capitalist reaction feared and re-
spected the Communist movement. Today it ridicules it, treats
it with contempt, or praises it for its “respectability.”

The big international machinery of the Communist Party has
sought systematically to poison the Communist workers against
the Trotskyists, that is, against the revolutionary socialists who
have always remained true to the principles they learned from
Marx, Engels, Lenin and Trotsky. But now it is easier to see how
they lied about us. We are still revolutionary, international so-
eialists, irreconcilable enemies of capitalism. They are now the
avowed agents of capitalism. Time will tell, we said. Now, time
has told.

We understand perfectly that the true Communist worker has
not really abandoned the cause of Socialism. We know that he
has been told, behind closed doors, that the “new line” is only a

" elever maneuver. We know that he has been told that this is the

. best way to help Russia and the Russian working class; that if he

- “pretends” to support capitalism here, the capitalists will be more
inclined to work with Moscow. That is the meaning of Browder’s
demagogical references to ‘Unity Behind Teheran.”

R But I_.hal' is a gross deception. The party leaders are only

that shows up the reactionary line of the

Mission to Moscow

Although Father Orlemanski’s' name is
no. longer appearing in front page head-
lines, a few remarks on the subject are still

Father Orlemanski is a figure among
Polish-American people. He is one of those
supporters of ., Polish “independence’” who
do not mind giving a slice of Poland to Rus-
sia. A slice from Germany on the West—

ing upon the AWOL aspects of Father Or-
lemanski’s trip on behalf of Stalin. But as
to the political aspects, there is this to say:

The working people of the world must
oppose every imperialist slicing-up of any
country by the big powers. This does not
imply support of the autocratic, fascistic,
anti-Semitic Polish government in exile as
against Stalin. They are birds of the same
feather.

The peoples of Eufope can have real na-
tional independence only by a struggle
against all the imperialist and would-be
imperialist powers.

Struggle for Socialism---

fooling you, and if you believe them, you vil be fooling yourself,

with fatal results.

The new line IS a “clever maneuver.” But for whom? In
whose interests? Not yours, for it is not in the interests of the
American working class to lie prone while capitalist reaction tram-
ples upon it. Not the Russian workers, for it is not in their in-
terests to strengthen the power of the bureaucracy that rules it
with an iron hand. It is a maneuver exclusively in the interests of
the bureaucrats themselves, and to the vast detriment of the in-
ternational working class and of socialism.

~ You are told that the abandonment of the fight for socialism
is only for the war and post-war period. In actuality, that fight
was abandoned by Browder & Co. long ago. But even if you do
not believe this, do you not see who will be the real and only
gainer from this “maneuver”? If you give up the class struggle
and support capitalism now and for the whole next period—then,
later, when YOU are ready to resume the class struggle for so-
cialism, you will find that meanwhile you will have enormously
strengthened the capitalist enemy, and terribly weakened, dis-
oriented and demoralized the working class. The class struggle
cannot be abolished or postponed under capitalism. The capi-
talists always defend their class interests. If labor does not fight
as a class, capitalist reaction and fascism will surely triumph. Do

- you want to be guilty of helping the enemy win?

On With the Fight for Socialism !

Now, comrades, is the time to re-dedicate yourselves to the
revolutionary socialist principles and to the struggle for socialist
freedom! It is high time to break from the paralyzing and dis-
torting grip of Stalinism! Return to the ideas and ideals taught
us by the Bolshevik Revolution and its leaders, Lenin and Trot-
sky! Turn your back on the base falsehoods and cynical treach-
ery of the Browders who try to treat you like robots and net like
revolutionary socialists! Unite in battle against capitalism and
its servant, fascism!

The Workers Party, part of the world-wide movement to es-
tablish the Fourth International on the foundations of Marxism
and Leninism, appeals to you to join its ranks, and thereby to re-
sume the noble fight for working-class emancipation and socialist
freedom. We have the right to call upon you to enter our Party,
for we have never flinched from the struggle against captialism
and never forsaken the principles of socialism.

To every Communist worker who has reflected deeply and
carefully on the events leading to the destruction of his old party,
to the shame of abandoning the struggle for socialism, we say:

'There is a cnmrsdel& place for you in the fighting ranks of the
Workers Party!

Long live our great socialist leaders, Lenin and Trotsky!

On with the struggle against decaying capitalism, with its op-
pression, exploitation, wars, misery and slavery!

-Long live the cause of socialist victory and socialist freedom!

NATIONAL COMMITTEE, WOR_KERS PARTY,
MAX SHACHTMAN, National Secretary.
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Deal With
Franco

By JULIAN STERN

Since February 1, there is sup-
posed to have been an embargo on
wolfram shipped from fascist Spain
to Nazi Germany. However, this em-
bargo was just on paper and was
not enforced by the Allies.

Recently an offieial announcement
was made by the U.S. State Depart-
ment about a deal with Spain. That
country was to reduce her shipments
of tungsten ore to about ten per
cent (twenty tons per month) of
what Germany would normally re-
ceive. In return, said the State De-
partment, “permission will now™ be
granted for the renewal of bulk pe-
troleum loadings by Spanish tankers
in the Caribbean and the lifting ‘from
U.S. ports of minor quantities of
packaged petroleum products in ac-
cordance with the controlled pro-
gram in operation prior to the sus-
pension of such loadings.” In more
precise language, it will be possible
for Spain to obtain per month 48,000
tons of petroleum for itself, 13,000
tons for its colonies, and 1,500 tons
of miscellaneous petroleum products
such as lubricants.

The Franco government, in addi-
tion to agreeing to cut the ore ship-
ments, agreed to recall the Spanish
soldiers from the Russian front; to
release several Ifalian freighters new
interned in Spanish ports, to submit
to arbitration the question of Italian
warships and finally to expel desig-
nated Axis agents from Tangier, the
colonies in North Africa and from
Spain, as well as to Ttlose the German
consulate in Tangier and expel Con-
sul General Dr. Kurt Reith. Btlt,”
according to latest reports, Franco
is taking his time about this last
point, and the British are getting
restive,

Concerning the Spanish forces on
the Eastern front, their withdrawal
was assured time and again, and as
many times nothing was done. Says
the New York newspaper PM:. “They
have changed the name of the Span-
ish forces: they have withdrawn the
original fighters and replaced them
with. another wvolunteer division;
they have merged the Spaniards with
the Germans.” -

On the question of wolfram, ac-
cording fo The Nation, Germany will
in reality get around SEVENTY-
TWO PER CENT of the 1943 ship-
ments, not including the wolfram
sent secretly fo Germany.

WHY FRANCO IS CODDLED

The policy of the U.S. regarding
Spain is not dictated by the abstract
principles of the Atlantic Charter
but rather by grim imperialist de-
sires and motivations. The Allied
governments have two considerations
to take care of concerning Spain.
The first is to keep Franco from
going all the way in aligning Spain
on the side of his Nazi brothers, and
then to cut down to a minimum the
possible aid that Spain can give to
the Axis.

However, there is another point.
The Franco regime is .based solely
on his armed might. His regime is
decidedly unstable and most unpop-
ular with the masses. The prestige
given it by the continpued recogni-
tion by the United Nations is .alto-
gether unwarranted. The oil received
by Franco from the U. S. is used to
fuel’ his military machine—the only
thing that stands in the way of mass
rebellion. :

The trade that goes on between
Spain and the Allies is to bolster
Franco against the Spanish people.
The Allies would support with equal
ease a monarchy or any other author-
itarian system-in Spain as long as it
acted as a bulwark against an up-
rising from the left,

The State Department stated: “One

of our objectives in these negotia- -
tions was to continue to deprive .

Germany of Spanish wolfram. Al-
though agreement was reached on a
basis less than a total embargo of
wolfram shipments, this action was
taken. to obtain immediate settle-
ment on the urgent request of the
British government.” The old gag
about “military expediency” remains
—with the possibility of passing the
buck and saying, “It's the British.”

Representative Cellar of New York
blames the whole matter of soft-
soaping Franco on Ambassador
Carleton J. H. Hayes. Says Cellar:
“There is no doubt that our 'State
Department was anxious to crack
down on Franco....Hayes, with his
fanatical ideas of appeasement and
his nostalgia for all things Spanish,
balked the efforts of his superiors
and abjectly surrendered to Franco.
... Why he is continued in his post
at Madrid is most baffling. It is the
old story of appeasement, and some
of the appeasers are in the State
Department. I have every reason to
believe that our distinguished Sec-
retary of State, Cordell Hull, is not
aligned with Hayes' policy, but, ap-
parently, powers unseen stay our
hand.”

Representative. Celler is absolutely
correct when he says that it is most
baffling why Hayes stays at his post
—unless it is because he is doing
exactly what is expected of him!
Cellar refuses to see this fact. It's
the appeasers in the State Depart-
ment who keep Hayes where he is.
Doesn’t Hull control his own State
Department? If not, why doesn’t the
President do something about his ad-
ministrative family? Is it not because
Hayes, Hull and Roosevelt are in
substantial agreement? -
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FOR A NEW WORLD

Labor Can Produce Plenty
For All---with Time for Leisure

By NANCY NATHAN

Humanity as a whole has been working toward ever greater productivity
of labor for two reasons: to get enough of the things of life, and to get it
without ceaseless and back-breaking toil—so there can be some leisure for
enjoying the good things of life. :

These two aims could now be realized were it not for one thing—CAPI-
TALIST OWNERSHIP AND CONTROL OF PRODUCTION.

LABOR’S POWER TO PRODUCE

‘Take a good look at the above chart to get an idea of labor's power to
produce. The chart represents, in graphic form, a report made by Admiral
Ernest J. King to the late Secretary of the Navy Frank Knox on the time re-
quired for the production of the various types of naval craft.

You will see that while before the war a battleship took around forty
months for completion, in 1943 it took around thirty months—only three-
fourths the time. Before Pearl Harbor, shipworkers finished an aircraft car-
rier in thirty months, more or less, but in 1943 they finished one in fifteen
months—only one-half the time. Submarines were turned out in fifteen
months before the war, and by 1943 the time was cut down to ten months—
only two-thirds the time. Destroyers formerly fifteen months in construction,
in 1943 were being produced in the record time of five months—only one-
third the time. ‘

The men and women in the shipyards almost doubled their output in two
war years. Labor’s productivity rose so that the average time consumed in
building the various kinds of ships was reduced by nearly a half. That's a
record. And it's a record made throughout war production. Labor has
reached a peak in output unknown before.

AND MORE OF THE SAME

Nor has the rising productivity stopped in 1944. The creative efficiency of
the workers continues to increase. It is stepping up' right along, as shown
by a recent report of the Cleveland Trust Company. This report on output
per worker in munitions production reveals a rise of thirty-six per cent from
January, 1943, to December, 1943, and already in February, 1944, the inerease
was up to thirty-eight per cent.

To put the report of the Cleveland Trust Company into more concrete
language, it means that by the end of 1943 three workers were turning out
more than four workers were turning out at the end of 1942—and that in
1944 the output per worker continues to climb.

Another very striking illustration of an almost unbelievable increase in
labor’s output was given by Henry J. Kaiser, retiring as chairman and presi-
dent of Brewster Aeronautical Corporation, when he reported that from
October, 1943, to May, 1944, the man-hours per plane fell from 27,000 to 9,500
—a drop of almost two-thirds.

But there is no need to multiply the evidence. Without the almost fairy-
tale quantity and quality of American labor productivity, this global ‘war
could not be fought.

A GOOD THING MISUSED

But instead of being misused in the service of war and destruction, the
amazing development in production output should be turned to satisfy_the
yearnings of the common people for enough of the things of life and for
peace and leisure necessary for a better ilfe,

This, however, is far from the reality today.

Who has benefited—first and foremost—from this tremendous productivity
of labor? The capitalist class! The Cleveland Trust Company—itself part
and parcel of that class—admits: “Production increased so rapidly that con-
tractors made greater profits than anyone had expected would be possible.”

Who is getting it in the neck—first and foremost—from this tremendous
productivity of labor? The useful producers themselves, the working class!

Labor has turned out so much that cut-backs in orders are already 'in full
swing—and with them the layoffs of workers who are being punished for
having produced so much and so well. ;

Illustrating the extent of layoffs already in full swing, we can again refer
to Mr. Kaiser's report regarding Brewster. In the same period during which
the labor-hours required to build a plane Tell from 27,000 to 9,500, the labor
force was reduced from 20,000 fo 12,500 workers—and now the whole plant
is being shut down. This is only an illustration of what is going on through-
out all war industry. o

THE POINT OF SATURATION

Ah, but you say, reader, that war production can’t go on forever. The
point of saturation is being reached. True, very. true. '

LABOR ACTION, of course, makes no plea for the continuation of war
production.. Just the contrary is the case. LABOR ACTION deplores, and
is indignant about, the incalculable waste of labor power and raw material
swallowed in the bloody abyss of -imperialist war.

It is the principle of capitalist production here involved that we are talk-
ing about. '

What matter if the government places orders for the war, or private
traders place orders during peace! The saturation point is finally reached
in any case. Orders stop coming in. Layoffs begin.'The workers are pun-
ished for having produced too much and too well.

A post-war crisis, such as is expected to engulf us, is different only in
degree, and not in kind, from the post-prosperity crisis that workers are so
familiar with. During wag and during peace the rapid increase in labor's
output means greater profits for the capitalist owners of industry—and then,
for the worker, a place in the army of unemployed, without grub, bed, uni-
form or pay. '

To stop this vicious and senseless circle, there has to be workers’ owner-
ship and control of production. There must be born the system of socialist
production to replace the crazy system of capitalist production.

This is the only way in which the splendid and ever more promising in-
crease in labor’s productivity will no longer be misused to enrich the already
rich in times of war and peace prosperity—only to be followed by devastat-
ing crisés that prevent steady progress for the working people,

L r : i .
Some Don’t Play the Horses

In his book, ““Tell the Folks Back Home,"" which is an ac-
count (of his globe-girdling trip, Senator James M. Mead
tells a story of India, which brings out in bold relief the con-
trast between imperialist overlord and colonial slave.

The senator writes he was shocked that, at a time when
thousands of starving peoplé lay on the sidewalks of Cal-
cutta, the British authorities were still devoting precious
space in freight cars for race horses en route to the Calcutta
Gold Cup.

This is the nature of the British Empire, which Churchill
has time and again declared his determination to preserve'
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