He Puts It In

Be sure, reader, that you are awake,

when you read the following or you
may think it is a hallucination. LA-
BOR ACTION writes steadily on the
theme of war profits, and readers
have a good idea of what the capi-
talist class has reaped out of
“war sacrifices.” But here is some-
thing about profits in the shipyards
that tops them all so far.

A congressional committee has tes-
timony that nineteen companies op-
erating shipyards will “earn” a mini-
mum in fees on war cumtracts of
$228,234,832,

How much do you think these
companies invested in order to get
this “fair reward” for “risking” their
money? They put in a total of $22,-
879,276. They look out $228,234,832.

That is ten times as much—not five

per cent; or six per cent, or ten per
cent, or even one hundred per cent
on invested capital, but around one
\thousand per cent.

The government, however, put into
those shipyards the pretty sum 'of
$371,960,113 of public money. For
this, the working people pay taxes
as they go. Out of this, nineteen
shipyard companies take $228234,832
in fees.

The Kaiser company was one of
those that did this slick Houdini. Its
total fees on war contracts will
amount to well over $16,000,000. Its
capital investment was—hold on,

its
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now—5§100,000. Its fees will be 164
times its invested capital.

But the government invested in
the three shipyards operated by the
Kaiser company a total of $69,746,-
191. It is werth repeating that for
this the working people ‘pay taxes as
they go. Out of this, Kaiser collect-
ed $16,400,000 in, fees.

Another illustration is the St.
John's River Shipbuilding Company
of Jacksonville, Fla. It invested. a
mere $600. Its total “earnings” on all
existing contracts will be $1,940,000.
That company took out 32,333 times
what it put in. But the government
invested $15,804,942 of public money
in that yard.

Whitewashing this scandalous sit-
uation, Admiral “Shoot-Labor-Lead-
ers-a.t-Sunrnse" Land, chairman of the
Maritime Commission, said: “These
shipbuilders have done one of the
greatest managerial jobs in all his-
tory. They have provided the ‘know-
how’ and brought to the task imagi-
nation, initiative and ability that as-
tounded the world with their achieve-
ment. - If there is to be a percentage
basis for paying them, I think it
should be a percentage on brains and
not a percentage on capital.”

We ask: “How far could these ‘ge-
niuses’ get without labor—even as-
suming that they provide the ‘brains,’
which is nof true?”

The recent Truman report states

on the subject of labor's perform-
ance: “To make all this possible our
workers engaged in manufacturing,
mining and agriculture contributed
nearly forty-five per cent more days
of work in 1943 than in 1939, despite
the fact that more than ten million
men were withdrawn from the la-
bor popl for the armed forces. In
manufacturing alone, our workmen
contributed 89.6 per cent more days
in 1943 than in 1939. This astound-
ing performance exceeds anything of
its kind. ever achieved in the history
of the world.” .

The reward of laber for this
achievement is the Little “Steal”
formula, which allows a wage in-
crease of fifieen per cent while the
cost of living has risen 43.5 per cent.
The reward of labor is that it is get-
ting - the -usudl Washington run-

“around as it now tries to break the

unjust formula and get a few wage:
increases. ‘
Armed with the knowledge of what

. the capitalist class is getting out of

the war, the workers will fight for
their needs and their rights.

: L]

P.S.—~Under the Baruch plan, who
do you think will get—for a song—
the $371,960,113 worth of shipyard
properties owned by the govern-
ment? That's it—those nineteen com-
panies which already took out up to
32,333 times what they put into the
magician’s hat of war production.
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By WALTER WEISS

Some press reports state that
President Roosevelt answered recent
pleas of the AFL and of CIO's
United Steel Workers for a change
in the Litfle Steel formula by tell-
ing them to go to ... Other reports
have it that the War Labor Board
referred this little problem to the
President but that he, during a press
conference, stated that it was up to
the WLB.

The WLB, after much d\scussmu
to and fro, finally decided to hear the
case of the steel workers and also
of the AFL—with the representatives
of industry on the board dissenting
and also claiming that ihe unions
should go to

The famous Washington run-around
has been operating against labor for
so long that one .gets tired writing
about it any more, but the labor
leaders still don't seem to know what
to do except to keep riding the thing.

The President didn’t actually tell
the unions to go to _... The word

he used, we hear, was Congress. But

it amounts to the same thing, when
you remember what Congress is like.
Even the President has spoken in a
rather unpleasant way about Con-
gress several times lately, but evi-
dently he thinks it's a. good enought
place for the workers to go to. @

The Senate Banking Committee
started hearings on the so-called
stabilization program jon March 15
and it would be  most inappropriate
(so Economic¢ Stabilizer Byrnes is
supposed to have advided Mr. Roose-
velt) for ithe President to interfere.

After all, you remeémber, ours is
a government in which there exists
a separation of powers, and Con-
gress has the power to pass laws, the
President to carry them out. Con-
gress passed the Stabilization Act of
1942, It's also up to Congress, in its
wisdom, to change the law or keep it
as is. So reason the WLB, Byrnes,
the President, the New York Times
and the other great capitalist minds
of the nation.

Oh, How They Lie

So they reason. It would be better
to say: so they lie.
The sudden respect for the con-

Coughlin Tries to Influence Labor

By V. JENSEN

Coming out of his political “retire-
ment,” Charles E. Coughlin, the fas-
cist priest, is attempting a sensational
political comeback. His already no-
torious “Lenten ' sermons” indicate
that the silver-tongued demagogue
has used his period of ‘“retirement”

to consolidate his position in various -

fascist organizations and to plan a
sensational campaign to win political
support in the Midwest. Boldly he
is reaching out for support within
the ranks of labor itself,. concentrat-
ing on the auto workers in Detroit,
the heart of industrial unionism.
After Coughlin lost his radio time
and after he “voluntarily” gave up
his publication, Social Justice, in or-
-der to avoid government prosecution,
which he dared not face, he gave
himself a period of grace to appease

his clerical higher-ups and: quietly
to consolidate his connections with
the various poisonous fascist, anti-
labor and anti-Semitic groups. Evi-
dently he now considers his position

in these groups solid enough and is

out to build up and extend his mass
base, including Detroit workers.

Coughlin’s Line of Lying

With what kind of bait is Charlie
angling for support among the work-
ers? There-is no more vicious anti-
labor demagogue in the country than
Coughlin, no man more contemptu-
ous of labor’s rights and interests.
But in his present campaign he is
cleverly utilizing the valid fears and
discontents of labor and trying to di-
vide them from the organized labor
movement.

Coughlin plays mainly upon the

workers' justified fears of a post-
war depression. He teMs them:
“You've seen the best standard of
living in the world in A.merica. Now
prepare for the worst” And he
blames the CIO and AFL for push-
ing America into the war and there-
fore as being responsible for the post-
whar depression.

“Most of you tramped the streets
during the depression, seeking work,”
he tells his audience. “The same sit-
uation will prevail again five minutes
after the peace bells have rung. The
CIO and AFL supported the repeal of
the Neutrality Act. This repeal
pushed us into war. So I say that
the AFL and CIO pushed us into the
war.”

He is also trying to win over work-
ers by his opposition to Roosevelt's
national service act, terming it a

~

“bayonet” at the backs of the work-
ing men—which it indepd would be
—but look who's talking! He makes
radical proposals, saying that in a
post-war depression men unable to
get jobs through 'no fault of their
own are entitled to a living wage, if
not from capital then from govern-

ment. Coughlin even plays upon the’

anti - imperialist sentiments of t}ile
workers who are not- interested in
fighting to maintain or extend the
British or Russian empires. He points
out the hypocrisy of the democratic
“aims” of the Allies.

Beware of Such “Friends”

Detroit workers and all other
workers must beware of this fascist
demagogue., Coughlin has more dis-

 guises than his clerical garb. He

(Centinued on page 4)

-using such words as

The Washington Run-Around

stitutional power of Congress is very
touching. Roosevelt DICTATED the
law in guestion to Congress. In: his
Labor Day message of September 7,
1942, he stated that such legislation
must be passed by the “deadline” of
October 1. “In the event that the
Congress should fail to act and to
act adequately, I shall accept the
responsibility, and I will act.”

So much for the famous separa-
tion of powers in our government.
Still, it’s a very convenieni princi-
ple, when there’s some buck-passing
to be done, as now,

Now it would be most inappropri-
ate for the President even to hint,
let alone dictate, changes — ESPE-
CIALLY SINCE HE DOESN'T
WANT ANY CHANGES. He thinks
the Little Steel formula is just fine.

As a matter of fact, Roosevelt
could change the formula by execu-
tive order. The law is very elastic.
All that is needed is the desire to
stretch it. Wages and prices are sup-
posed to be stabilized at the levels
of September 15, 1942—S0O FAR AS
PRACTICABLE.

There were at that time proposals
before Congress (one by Senator Ball,
to be more definite) to write the
Little Steel formula into the law.
All such ideas were rejected as foo
specific. The PRESIDENT was to
decide the exact details.

Nor did Roosevelt's first executive
order following the law speak of the
formula. It was a very vague order,
inequalities,
substandards and

the meaning of

maladjustments,
gross inequities,

which nobody knew. But his later -

job - freeze, hold - the -line order of
April, 1943, was far more severe,
making it almost impossible to get a

‘wage raise, except under the Little

Steel formula,

Which order carned out the law—
the easier or the stricter one?

It proved wvery “practicable” fto
freeze wages at the level of Septem-
ber, 1942, but not prices. Since prices
have risen beyond the designated

level, what makes it impracticable to

raise wages to meet the situation?
WHAT BUT" MR. ROOSEVELTS
UNWILLINGNESS?

In “vetoing the Bankhead bill
(which would have boosted farm
prices still higher) on April 2, 1943,
the President warned that no one
could tell the final outcome, “if by
this bill you force an increase in the
cost of basic foodstuffs, and as a re-

- sult the National War Labor Board

increases wages....”

Did the WLB have the power fo in-
crease wages? Does it have the pow-
er now? Of course. What's wrong
then? 2

Labor Leaders at Fault

The board and the President are
impressed by the constantly renewed
no-strike pledges of the top labor
leaders, by the ever-harsher disci-
plinary measures these leaders are
imposing on “wildcat” strikers. They
are impressed by all this with the
necessity of doing nothing except
stall. -

That has been their strategy for
some time now. Stall until the sec-
ond front in Europe is opened. In-
volve the unions in long investiga-
tions and arguments over the Little
Steel formula. Involve them in com-
plicated hearings before the WLB.

Then pass the buck to congressional '
. committees for a while,

PORT DEMANDS OF
CI0 STEEL WORKERS!

-

The United Steel Workers, ClO, is puttmg up an ‘absolutely flawless case

for a wage increase of seventeen cents an hour and for other demands. The

faets it is presenting before the panel of the War Labor Board are so dam-
aging to the steel barons that one would suppose the case of the umon an
open-and-shut affair.

As a matter of fact, however, the fight is only beginning, and' the clear-cut
justice of the steel workers’ demands will have to be backed by something
more substantial than an excellent brief presented to the WLB and convincing
arguments by Philip Murray and the other' officials of the union taking part
in the case,

In arguing the case, President Murray proved that the “steel industry” is
“in the strongest ﬁnaneial position in its history.”

The figures presented in the brief of the union show that the war pmﬁts'

of the basic steel companies in 1943, AFTER ‘tfaxes and other deductions,
SOARED 175 PER CENT ABOVE PEACETIME PROFITS. Before deducling
taxes, the take in 1943 was 406 PER CENT ABOVE THE 1936-39 LEVEL,

On the other hand, a survey of 1,000 steel workers’ families with an aver-
age weekly income from September, 1943, to November, 1943, of $56.04,
showed that these families—a cross-section of all those whose breadwinners
are steel workers—ARE RUNNING INTO THE RED. For each week it
costs them $58,57 to live—OR $2.53 MORE THAN THEIR INCOME,

Murray lashed eut at a spokesman for the steel industry, who, returning
from a vacation in Mexico with a beautiful coat of tan, attacked the steel
workers in the following words: “These steel workers are not only getting
too much money, but they should be
drafted and made to work like they
are made to work.in any tfotalitarian
Sta"ﬁ.”

Here we see the close connection
between the totalitarianism of a Hit-
ler and the profit system. For what
gripes the steel barons is that the
workers want them to part with a
little of their profits—a little of the
war profits which in the 1040-43 pe-’
riod amounted to $1,200,000,000, of
which $650,000,000 was excess profits.

‘What are the steel workers getting
which the totalitarians of this coun-
try designate as “too much monéy”?
The average weekly wage in steel, in-
cluding overtime, IS $51.51 FOR AN
AVERAGE WORK WEEK OF 45.3
HOURS.

The . United Steel Workers also
showed that twelve per cent &f the
workers get less than eighty-one

than ninety cents; 31.1 per cent get
less than $1.05.

At th other pole of the social scale, the steel monopolists have mcreased
their assets from $4,900,000,000 before the war to $6,300,000,000 in 1943. They
have in their stockings $994,035,000 of undistributed profits and reserves of
$257,939,000.

Furthermore, these “poverty-stricken” members of society are the special
pets of the government. Not only will they get huge checks from the gov-
ernment for tax refunds, but the revenue law also guarantees to them and
their class at least as great profits as they had in the 1936-39 period.

Under a “break-even” clause of the law the government may be pa.ymk '

the steel industry the sum of $167,495,000 if their profits fall below those of
1938, *

Again, while the salaries of steel executives have gone up on an average
of 36.2 per cent—but reaching much higher percentages in many individual
cases—the steel workers are frozen at the Little “Steal” pittance of fifteen
per cent above 1941, WHILE THE COST OF LIVING HAS GONE UP 435
PER CENT AND THE COST OF FOOD AND CLOTHING OVER 70 PER
CENT.

During the war the steel workers have received only two small wage in-
creases—one in April, 1941, of ten cents ah hour and the other in February,

(Continued on page 3)

Hillman-Communist Bloc Win -
Over Dubinsky in ALP Primaries

After a long-drawn-out and sharply fought campaign, the  Hillman-Com- " .

munist Party bloc in the American Labor Party defeated the: incumbent

Dubinsky-Counts-Rose leadership in the New York State primaries held on-

March 28, While the final tally has not been reported as we go to press, the
vote shows that the Hillman-Stalinist slate won the overwhelming majority
of new state committeemen, although the popular voting margin was slender.

Present estimates indicate that the so-called "left wing” (actually it .is
even more conservative than the conservative Dubinsky faction) controls
625 out of 750 state committeemen. In contrast, the popular voting shows at
this time that the Hillman wing won a majority of 40,000 to 35,000.

The future of the American Labor Party is clearly at stake. The Dubinsky .

group is meeting to discuss its withdrawal from the party. While formally
the Hillman group has won, actually the ALP is firmly in the hands of the
Communist Party. It now controls the five New York City boroughs as well
as the state machinery of the party. Prominent among the new committee-
men are well known members of the Communist Party.

What Hillman will do now 15 open to-speculation. Long before the elec-

tion it was known that he ajmed to get rid of the ALP It will soon be seen’

how he goes about with his plans.

o

cents an hour; 19.5 per cent get less .

Who Is Getting Rich Out Of the War?

But Not the Steel Workers

Who have received two small wage increases since 1941—one in April,

The Steel COrpdrations

Whose profits before taxes in 1943 were 406 per cent obove peacetime

The Big Steel Executives

"Whose war salaries, exclusive of other mcome hcve been increased to

profits; the following tune: 1941, of 10 cents an hour, and another in February, 1942, of 5.5 cents an
! i . z ' Pct. hour-—whale the cost of living has'gone 'up 43.5 per cent,.with food up '74 2
pmfmhose.profafs after taxes in 1943 were 175 per cent above peacetime 1530 —— ey e eatticond loiling Up T2.2 plr Gt
ident, Republic Steel..__$171,172  $275,000 - 60.7 Whose average wage is $51.51 a week, including overtime;

Whose corporate assets- increased from $4,900,000,000 in 1939 to : T $rdler, préaiden i t:pu 1eoiee ¥ 94 062 $196 000 108.4 Of whom 12 per cent average less than 81 cents an hour; 19 per cent
$6,300,000,000 in 1943, a jump of almost 30 per cent; v ds Wysor, v:r:e-pres: en e ,0] 2 275,400 52-] less than 90 cents an hour; 31 per cent less than $1.05 an hour;

Which have socked away undistributed profits of $994,035,000 and E.T. W.enr, Cho"'"'.'c‘"' National Steel ... ‘ ’ 4l8 Who are falling into debt because their wages are not enough to keep
reserves of $257,939,000; T. F. Millsop, president 74715 175,000 134. pace with the cost of living. This was proved by a survey of 1,000 steel

Which will get from the government a 10 per cent refund on excess Eugene Grace, president, Bethlehem Steel. 306,127 527,724 724 orkers’ families with an average weekly income between September and
profit taxes after 1941, that is, for the best war-boom years; H. G. Batcheler, premdent Alleghany-Lud- November, 1943, of $56. 04 but whose average expenditures could not be

Which are gdaranteed by law against post-war losses up to 81 tents lum Steel 46,143 108,030 134.1 kept below $58.57.
for every dollar of loss, plus 41 per cent of their excess profits credit. H. E. Lewis, president, Jones & Laughlin. 96,285 135,000 40.2 Who is getting rich out of the m"-?
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',Wi AND VIEWS FROM THE LABOR FRONT

River Rouge Local Aroused

DETROIT — Workers in the aircraft
unit of River Rouge Local 600 are
oarrymg their fight against Ford Mo-
tm: .Co. "fo the entire TAW. A group
rgg esentmg, ninety-five, per cent, ‘of
the, 14,000, workers in aircraft has
announced a proposal for a  wide-
wide conference of UAW-CIO. locals
tp create senhment in the union Ior
revocation of the no-strike pledge.

‘Spokesmen for the group, Wise W
Stone, recordlng secretary of the air-
craft umi and Lawrence Yost, for-
mer pre-deni of the unjt, said that
they expeet the conference to_be held
in three or four weeks,. A delegatmn
from the unit, meanwhﬁe. is_sched-
uled to meet with 1nternational ofﬁ-
cers of the, umon to explam their po-
sition. .

Tagged a “rebel group” by Richard
T: Leonard, national Ford director.

the.. taactlcs, of. .thc vicious, mtl-l_abplr_
personnel depariment of the entire
Ford Motor Co.”

“We are going fo exert pressure in
Local. 600 to get it away from the
‘Communist appeasement, policy,”.they
said, in addition.

These developments are the out-
growth of wholesale ﬁrmgs and.- sus-
pensions by the Ford oompany of
workers' ‘involved in slnkes and
de onstrations since March 7. The
smand for a speclal convention of
theTIA‘W ‘for the purpose of rescind-

. ing the no-strike pleﬂge is the an-

swer of the workers to the “crack-

down” ‘policy of thelr mtemtional_

officers toward strikers and their-“ap-
peasement” ‘policy toward manage-
ment, wlsich has’ resulted in the pe-
naliz on “of 121 workers, with™ the
tg.oif a.ppro\ral "of.- local a.nd intema-
tmna.‘l oTlicers. i

The March. 19 Meeting

At a meeting held Sunday, March
19, members of the aircraft unit were
informed for the first time by union
officials of . the disciplinary action
taken against. participants in the re-
cent. demonstrations against the anti-
labor policy of Ford Motor Co. When
Joseph Twyman, retiring president
of Local 600, revealed the full extent
of. the penalizations,”he was booed
continuously by the membership.
His. report. indicated -that, of- the 121
workers disciplined, sixteen have
been reinstated, twenty-six were dis-
charged, ' thirty-seven given short
layoffs, eleven given long layofis,
three have quit, and twenty-eight
cases'are ‘still pendmg

The number of commltteemen in-
cluded in these ﬁgures has not been
revealed. although it is known that,
of ‘thé first twenty workers disci-
‘plined, over one-half were plant

commltteemen River Rouge workers’

have no doubts on this score, how-
ever. They know the policy of Ford
Motor Co—to use any excuse to get
rid of union committeemen ‘and ac-
tive rank-and-filérs even though they
were not actually mvolved in these
par'tlcular mcu'lents

The official position of the UAW
was presented to the aircraft work-
ers at their meetlng by Ford Dsrector
Richard 'T. Leonard and by W. G.

Grant, Stallnlst-supported pres:dent-'-

elect of Local 600. That is, _neither of
them had’ any'thmg to say abou{; the
grievances of the “members against
the ‘company, nor, about the deliber-
ale policy oi pl‘OVCICd‘UOI‘l pursued by
the company Their “leadership”
consisted of repeated warnings. that
any recurrence of unauthorized
‘sirikes would mean that additional
persons, would be dleci_plined:

A Run-Out Powder

The conduct of these, oflicials at
the, meetlng is an even greater in-
dictment of their “leadership..” At
the. conclusion  of Twyman's. report,
the aroused. membership made. two.
motions:. one, demanding a special
convention to rescind. the no-strike
pledge; two, calling for a strike vaote
under ' the. Smith-Connally . Act, and,

‘a request that.the government. take

over management of the Rouge
plant. As soon as these demands were
voiced, the meeting was arbitrarily
adjourned by George Trapp, presi-
dent of the ajrcraft unit and a politi-
cal adherent. of Grant, This, undemo-
cratic, act was endorsed. by. ‘Leonard,
Grant and fwymag, all of whom left
the aud;tomurn ;nuned;ately “Trapp
took a run
attempfing to adjourn the meetmg
while two motions were on the floor,”

charged Secrétary Stone,

The, meej.mg\.was then called to
order, by, the vice-president, Donald
Prlm,o. who declm'eﬂ t?;at the rneet-
ing. qould ngt he adjoul:ned wl!.l!e two
mo,tiorg\kwere on, the Mlopr A vote

en, adon ing the nqot:ons
unanimously.

One spokesman at the meeting was
quoted as. saying:” “Morale of the
workers in the aircraft hnilﬁing is so
low that unless somethin,g is done
ahq,nt these dgmands. they will refuse
fo work at all”

Internatmnal officials, however,
have no 1ntention of doing anything
about these’ derpands, other than to
crush them, Leonard and Grant re-
fuse even to recogmze them. They
claim that the, resolutions were
adopted by a “rump sesswn," bind-
ing. ne1ﬂ1er the aircraft it nor the
local. Completely silent on the issues
of the, no- -strike. pledge and the vi-
cious labor relatlons pohcteS of the
Ford “Motor Co., they have plenty to

say. about what will ‘happen to union
membe _ho partlmpa'te in strikes
and prpte is. They relferate that they
will adhere to the pohcles outlined
by R P, s Thomas, Dresident of the
UAW' that. the uplons grievance
procedure will be
who are found, “after investigation, to

be involved in strikes and disturb- .

ances in wlolatlon of, the union’s no-
strike pledge. = ~

Ford Gets Free Hand

This policy has given Ford Motor
Co. a free hand in ‘“chopping off” the
most active unionists in its employ
and. has ‘given it encouragement in
its. campalgn to smash the union.
Worse yet, such a policy results in
large headlines in the daily, press,
claiming that all the firings and sus-
pensions have unibn approval. This

serves to confuse the rank and file

even more and to increase lack of
confidence in the union

Thomas was finally forced to state
that the Ford Motor Co. news bu-
reau has consistently m:srepresented
the posmon of the: union, “Neither
I nor any other international or local
union officer has approved any of
the disehsrges, suspensions or other
disciplinary actions meted out by the
company either this week or last
week,” he said. '

"The union's position is that it will
review all cases in which the com-
pany d1sc1phnes any union member.
Persons justly disciplined will not be
defended persons innocent will be
given every possible defense and
protecuon “The union will not re-
treat from its decision to enforce its
wartime no-strike pledge and the
provisions. of its constitution, On the

other hand, the umion will not give.

and- does not. give blanket right to
the Ford Metor Co. or any other
eompany to ﬁre whomever it w1shes
tﬂ ﬁ.re-" ol .

1t is true, nonetheless, that the ﬁrbt
1ifty suspens;ons were made in the.

presence of officers of Local 600 and’

were announced shortly after Presi-
dent-elect Grant staled that the un-
jon would not defend those strikers
who used their cars to blockade the
Rouge plant. gates “should, the Ford
Motor Co. decidé to take action
ag'mnst them.” Here is the l'ughest
oﬂicel ‘of . the local umon, expeetcd
to LEAD the local during the next
year, practically begging the com-
pany to. “take. action”. against the
strikers. WHO. CAN BLAME. THE.
COMPANY FOR- TAKING- ADVAN-
TAGE: OF- THIS GO- A,HEAD SIG-
NAL?

- To date there. has been no state-

gles, strnkes conventions.

ist viewpoint.
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denied mémbers,

ment by the union on its own inves-
tigation of the suspensions and dis-
charges. If it expects to retain the
confidence of its members, the inter-
national must stop promising, inves-
tigation, and take a- definite’ stand
instead of giving tacit approval to
the, actions of, the company._

Union-Busting the Issue

The union leadership has also failed
completely to point out the real issue
involved in this whole situation—that
Ford Motor Co. is carrying gn a cam-
paign to break the UAW. ‘One ﬁeeble
attempt to do this has been made‘, in
a letter to the editor of the Del::rolt
News, written by, Shelton Tappqs, re-
cording secretary of Local, 600.

In it he. charges management rep-
resentatives with “promotion, en-
couragement and instigation of work
stoppages.”

“We found,” he wrote, “that as la-
bor strikes decreased in number,
management strikes jincreased. Any
act or lack of proper activity, abridge-
ment of rights, inhuman treatment,
or other methods that could be em-
ployed by, management to inflame
and incense employees mto unwnse
action, was utilized.”

But ‘what does he propose to do
to combat this pollcy'? Carry out the
no-strike pledge and crack down on
“wildcat” strikers!

The, entire UAW is watching with
concern the situation at River
Rouge' ‘Local 600, with 80,000 mem-
bers, is the. largest single, union local
in the world. It is a stronlg, militant
group, with a hlSlOI‘y of bitter strug-
gle against the most antl—unlon com-
pany ‘in the auto industry. will it
allow this serious blow against it to
go unchallenged"

‘The. alreraft workers have tfaken
the ﬂrst steps. They have been told
repeatedly ‘that unauthorized strikeg
must stop. They have replied by de-
manding that the n{}-strxke pledge be
1escmded From the;r recent equ-

riences 1hey can see that this pledge

is nothing more than a. club placed

in the hands of the _company by the,

union leadership, to be used over
the heads of the rank and file,

The no-strike pledge ties labor’s
ha.nds The no-strike pledgt is man-
agement's strongest weapon against
unions; It mpst be reacmded' ;

But to win back the right to str 1ke
is. not enough, Today labor's griev-
ances cannot be settled onl}ur by eco-
nomic action. Wages are  frozen by
presidential decree; the, Little, Steel
formula is uphe!d by the War Labor
Board; Wolkers are frozen to their
JDbs by War. Manpower Commlssmn
decisions, etc. The need for pohtmal
action . is partially expressed. by the
aireraft workers in their demand
that the government ,take over the
Rouge plant. - '

But what government? The same
government which passes the anti-
labor Smith- Connally bill, which is
responsible for policies of the War
Labor Board, the OPA, the War Man-
power Commlss;on" The government
which gave the miners the run-
around? Yes, .let the government
take over the plants, ‘but let it be
a workers' government representmg
the interests of labor—not a' govern-'
ment of big business.

For that, labor must build its own
party and run ifs own oandldates, in-
dependent of the Demooratno and
chublicnn l'ari.les of big lJuslness.

Lol

‘Like the ancient proverb about the
month’s weather, March subs to LA-
BOR ACTION came in like a lion
and went out like a lamb. What start-
ed out in a storm of subs eventually,
wound up in a sad drizzle and ruined
what otherwise looked like a peak
month. ~ Various explanatmns (ex-
cuses) have been offered for this,
the most reasonable of which we pass
on to you: distribution of papers in
front of factory gates fell off because
of the press of other vital actwlt.tc:,.
cutting down both ‘the number of
new 1eadets and plospechve sub-
scribers.

But here we ask our friends to
take up the “slack by soliciting new
readers and subscribers in.-their shops
and offices. If you have a sub to the
paper, why not pass on your copy
to a friend or shopmate after you
have read il? Then_ask him how he
liked the paper. Chances are he did
and the rest is a simple matter of
initiative. - Two bits-for. six months
of LABOR ACTION is unparalleled
value, for Amencas Leading Labor
Weekly

The box score for the past month

'fol.lows
'‘New York .. ... - 86
‘Philadelphia oo 13
Detroit .o 14
California _ . 42
Chicago ..o e {11
Cleveland .. ez, T
Akron e iiiaeTs 4
Louisville ... "5
Buffalo . - 21
Missouri oo B
National Office .oeeeeem 51
Total ____________________ 249

Prepaid sub cards at twenty-ﬁve
cents each are still the most conve-
nient method of obtaining new read-
ers. )

Why Addes Gamed [French Lab:

In Hudson Local

DETROIT—The drive by .the Addes
faction of the United Auto Workers,
CIO, to capiure the leadership of
locals on Detroit’s East Side gained
strength with the election of a pro-
Addes slate at the recent election at
Local 15% formerly Hudson Local.
With approximately’ eight thousand
votlng out of an est1mated member-

ship, of twenty thouaand the election.

was a very warm one; factionalism

is extreme in Local 154, The slates

» were headed by W. A. (Al) Germain,

incumbent, and Claude Bland, can-
didate for president ‘of the "Rank
and File” slate, Germain is gener-
ally allied with the Reuther faction
while Bland is conneeted with Ad-
des and included on his slate a num-
ber of people who voted for the in-
centive pay-piecework resolution at
the last UAW-CIO convention.

The new president, Bland, is a for-
mer president of the local and was
at one time an international repre-
sentative in Washington. He attempt-
ed last year to recapture the presi-
dency but failed. Through the year
that followed a thorough and vicious
campaign. was carried on by the
Bland faction to capture the leader-
ship. Included in this faction were
the Stalinist - Communists, Negro-
haters, many well known, incompe-
tents and a few progressives.

Why Germain Lost
The reasons for Bland's success
must be understood by the member-

ship. One reason was outr1ght mis-
representat:on As an example. the

son unit. But, although the Hudson

umt contract committéee was solidly

controlled by Bland men, they fast-
ened the blame for the poorer con-
tract, on Premdent Germain,

More important ‘than_this_is Ger-
main’s lack of a militani ﬂghtlng
program. Germain was an honest,
democratic president. But because he
retused,_ to eut loose from the no-
sirike pledge, from dependence on
the War Labor Boarcl, and from the
eon:;pronnsmg policies of ihe 'UAW

leau.‘.eromp_q the manbcrsh:p could

not find any difference between Ger-
main and Bland., Had Germain con-
ducted a ﬁght w1thin ‘the loeal and
the internalional on.a militant pro-
gram he would have shown the way
to break the anti-labor drive and
make substantial gains for the local.
He then could have shown up
Bland’s program for wha.t it was—a
program of compromise and defeat.
of incentive pay-piccework and re-
treat before the union-busting drive
of the company and the government.

It is important that in the coming
year the members do not allow the
policies of Addes and Bland to dom-
inate the local and do not allow the
Stalinist-Communists who are in the
Bland faction to gain any organiza-
tional control.

United Around Program

This can be done if progressive
unienists®in Local 154 press the fight
for a militant program The crumal
questions facing Local 154 and the
whole labor movement are 1nvolved
in wage increases and the aftempts
of the corporations and the govern-
ment to lower the living standards of
the workers and smash the unions.
To safeguard the uhion, militant
workers must unite, around the fol-
lowing program:

Enforcement, of the contmct keep
the company from hedging,

No discrimination in upgradmg ‘of
Negroes; no segregat;on

Regular aepmtment meetings to
arouse the rank and file to their
union. problems. ' )

For a fu11ct10ning steward system
to handle gnevances speedily and
properly.

But for major gains to be made
and the contract materially improved,

* Local 154 must work with the rest

of organized labor on a national pro-

gram:
Wlthdraw the no-strike pledge.
Smash the Little “Steal” formula.
Withdraw the labor représenta-
tives from the WLB,
Affiliate with the Michigan Com-
monwealth Federatlon
Bulld an Independonft Labor Party.

Ship Workers Vote Not to Back
CIO Political Action Committee

HOBOKEN — At an uproarious gen-
eral union meeting (March 27) of the
day shlft oﬁ Hoboken Todd and Beth-
lehem, ‘ship workers overrode the
1eade13h1p and the Stalinists who
_tried to hogtie them to support Roo-
sevelt and the “friends” of labor in
both capitalist parties by calling for
aid to Hillman's Political Committee.

The high spot of the meeting came
when_Tom "Flynn president of Local
12, spoke. He called ior suppott of
the PAC. He said that no one should
be naive enough to think that the
_AFL or CIO can run the government.
He asked for the support of Roosevelt
and, the “friends” of labor in the
Democratic and, Republican Parties,
and attacked those who opposed this.

When + the time came for voting,
the night shift representatives at the
meeting demanded the floor*to speak
on the position which they adopted
earlier during the day, one which
rejected Hillman's PAC. They didn't
want to be told whom to support. But
Flaherty, president. of ihe_ local and
chairman of the meeting, refused to
give them the floor. He recognized
only, those who supported the PAC
lesolut.xon and the rthilitants of the

night shift were unable.to present
their point of view. The Stalinists
were thée most vociferous suppor‘ters
of the PAC.

But despite the bureaucratic pro-
cedure of the leadership and the
rantings of the Stalinists, the sup-
porters of the PAC were defeated
by the good margm of 89 to 65. The
Stalinists became very furious and
demanded a recount. When this was
cast aside, they proposed a referen-
dum. This, too, was rejected. Then
they became hystenca.l. One Stalin-
ist’ got up and made a speech to the
effect of separating the mght shift
from the da.y shift, who were mainly
in oupport of the PAC Flaherty
reprimanded the Stalmlst for these
remarks.

The militants of the night shift
were the ones who made the defeat
of the PAC resolution possible.

The bad part of the cvening was
that there was no one 1o speak posi-
tively for the necessily for an Inde-
pendent Labor Party fo counteract
Hillman's Political Action Commit-
tee and the capitalist parties. This
is the correct means for independent
political action. '

syndicated columnist,

(Slave) Act.

speed it up.”

LOUSE.”
That's right!

Delousino a Louse

In one of his recent columns, Drew Pearson, nationally
reveals. someé additional
material on the recent meeting of the CIO Executive Board
where Phil Murray turned on the Stalinists and their fellow
travelers for their support of Roosevelt’s National Service

In the course of the discussion, Bridges, leader of the
Stalinist faction supporting the service.act, made some re-
marks .about the slowness of -the WLB in making decisions
and wanted to-know why the lobor representatives “didn't
Van Bittner, CIO member of the WLB, made
his reply and ended by saying:

But whot we would like to know is why
labor's representatives continue in the “‘louse’’ house of the
WLB—still trying to “delouse a louse.”’

interesting

“YOU CAN'T DELOUSE A

New International for
March - -

contains important articles, dlsc_u_ssion contribution, book reviews,
“It is Time to Understand,” by Max Shachtman; ‘“Technocracy:

A Taotalitarian Fantasy,”

by: Paul Temple;

“What Is Leninism?"

from Leon Trotsky’s works; a continuation of Ciliga’s “In Stalin’s
Prisons’’—these are some of the features of the March issue. You

won’t want to miss.it.

L}

or Stmcﬁr

Against the Nazis

By EUROPACUS

The following are two accounis of
strikes which swept France during
the last year. We print the deta;ls
as’ they have been culled from under-
ground popers

L]

The miners refused to go to work
in three coal pits at Anzin, France
(near the Belgian irontler) on Sun-

- day, September 12, 1943. In one mine

the number of men who checked in
was thirty instead of 300 in the
morning shift, twenty out of 250 in
the afternoon, and only two out of
250 in the evening. Although a dou-
ble food ralion and fifteen extra cig-
arettes were given out to each man
who reported for work, there was not
one man who accepted willingly the
German order to work on Sunday.
The men hadshown their resent-
ment by defacing the pgster with
French and German wording which
had been displayed at the mine en-
trance As most of the German post-
ers are treated in this way, this one
sign of dissatisfaction did not make
the authorities 5uspect an nmmnent
strike

A fortnight later the notice about
Sunday work was posted again and
it had to be replaced eight times be-
cause the men kept tearing it down.
It threatened “yery severe penalties
in the futme against any miner who
refuses to work on Sunday” and
promised to overlook any previous
acts of insubordination among men
wae presented "themselves for work
the next Sunday. It also guaranteed
that nothing would be deducted from

their attendance bonus or the1r food -

rations.

The men answered by distributing
little signs, some written, some mul-
tigraphed, and chalking the same slo-
gan all over the walls and trucks in-
side and outside the pits: “Sunday—
Lay off—No one will work on the
26th,” Despite pleas of the Mayor,
and the engineers’ warnings that
harsh disciplinary measures might be
imposed, the number of miners who
turned up the next Sunday was no
bigger than on the last. :

On the following Monday morning
a German, stationed at the entrance
to the pit shaft with one of the mine
engineers, questioned the miners as
they came up from their work. He
let them state their .complaints:
“Wages too low and food ration in-
sufficient.” Wages
per cent, the increase made retro-
active to include the month of Sep-
tember, and t{here were some im-
provements in the food supply., Thus
the: miners won their fight.

Defy Machine Guns

On Qctober 11, 1943, trouble broke
out in the Bruay Basin, where 18,000
miners staged a .sit-down strike to

“protest against Sunday work, ' bad
distribution of food supplies and low
wages. The managers of the mines
sent for the deputy prefect of Be-
thune (Pas-de-Calais), who came at
once and went down into the pit to
talk to the strikers. When they had
teld him what they demanded he
asked them to resume work until
things could be straightened out.
They refused, however, to consider
this unless he promised them a raise
in pay, better food and Sundays off.

Gestapo officers and men, ear'rying
machine guns and hand grenades,
later went down inlo pit Neo. 7 at

Bruay and again ordered the men to,

start workmg But lnio attcmpteﬂ
infimidation was unsuccessful. The
men refused to work!

During the second week in October
the strike spread to the Lens valley.
Arrests were -made at Bruay -and
Lens, and about 150 miners, in wood-
en shoes and bare to the waist, were
led through the streets to the Lens
prison. In a liitle while a number
of women gathered in front of the
prison and demonstrated, demanding
the release of their husbands. They
dispersed only when the guards
threatened to fire on the crowd.
These miners were taken out of the

were raised ten

dlstuct and sent into Germany In
order to break the strike the Nazis
closed all the bakeries in places
where men were sta_ying'away from
the pits.

A week of strikes in Pas-de-Ca-
lais caused a loss of more than 3,000

tons a day. In the Nord department

ihe strikes were less widespread. At
Aniche "the workers' stayed away
from work on Sundays, which re-
sulted in a loss to the Germans of
6,000 tons of coal per week.

The population supported the
strikers and did everything possible
for the, 150 miners detained in the
prison of Abbaye de Loos. On the
other hand, the Nazis shewed un-
mistakable sighs of annoyance and
nervousness. '

Strike in Plane Faclory

The management of a plane fac-
tory at Gnome-et-Rhone ignored for
more than two months the workers’
demands for increased wages. The
management felt it could safely con-
trol the workers because of the Nazis
and Petain's policemen. But on Au-
gust 17 'the workers’ committees
gave the order 1o start action. By
4:00 p.m. there was a general work
stoppageée and - a delegation wds
formed. '

‘For two hours there was discus-
sion with the managemeni, which in-
sisted -that the workers resume their
work. The workers remained firm.
The management appealed to the po-
lice but the workers did not budge.

At 6:30 p.m. the day sHift left the
factory. At 8:30 p.m. the night shift
learned what had happened and -im-
mediately stopped work. The work-
stoppage remained complete through-
out the night.

The next morning the day shift
resumed the strike on the spot, The
morning was spent forming- a large
delegation representing the wvarious
shops. This delegation called on the
Mlmstry of Labor durmg the after-
noon. Meanwhzle the str1kers con-

tinued their mt-down st.rlke in the -

factory

Not Frightened by Nazis

At 5:00 p.m, the Nazis invaded the
factory with eub machine guns ready
for action. They threatened every-
body and demanded that work be re-
sumed. Nobody obeyed them. Upon
its return from the Labor Ministry
the delegation went fo the factory’s
management. Policemen. appeared
and told the delegation that it was
under arrest.
by ‘the workers and ‘the delega.tes
were released.

At that point some collaboratlomst‘

foremen undermined the good. work
already done. They announced that
the clelegates would be deﬁmtely ar-
rested, unless work was  resumed.
The woxkers were 1mpressed and re-
sumed work. The Nazis and the
traitors then arrested eight workers
—the leaders.

August 19 passed amid confusion.
In the evening the workers learned
that new arrests had taken place.
The following day new delegatlons
were elected in all shops of the plant.
On August 21 the new delegations
called o the management, wh:ch be-
gen to be afraid.

The management promised full pay
to all workers for the hours during

which they struck and full wages to .

the imprisoned workers, and to do
its utmost to secure their release. It
said that the arrested workers would
be released without fatl on Monday,
August 23, and promised to study
immediately the workers’ claims, On
Monday, twenty out of twenty-three
workers arrested as hostages were
freed. Action continued to obfain the
release of the remaining three.

The underground French paper
hails the action of the  Gnome-et-
Rhone workers for these reasons:
they managed to plan a.nd execute
appropriate octlon in a well disei-
plined manner; they succeeded in
the election of workers' delegates,

and they sabotaged the plans of the
Nazis.
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Stettinius Goes

To Placate

Great Bntam

By EUGENE VAUGHN

-:After every inter- Allied conference — Casablanca,
Quebee, Moscow, Cairo, and Teheran —the capitalist

' press published pictures of the conferences showing

smiling faces. That at these conferences an undertone
of disagreement over political and economic issues was
ever present was never mentioned.

- But as the close of the war comes nearer and as
post-war planning looms meore important in the d:s—
cussions and preoccupatmn of the capitalist statesmen,
these politicos are compelled to talk about their differ-
ences. The unity among the Allies is only a superficial
one. They are united only in the desire to see Hitler
and German imperialism defeated. Hence Under Secre-
tary of State Stettinius is being sent on the mission to

iron out difficulties between the United States and Eng- -

land. This time even the capitalist press admits that

there are substantial differences between Great Britain

and the United States. What are some of them?

CONFLICT OVER WORL.D_ RESOURCES

Great Britain has been juggling oil in the Middle
East for the last few decades. The recent American oil
maneuvers with Ibn Saud, the King of Saudi Arabia,
have been mterpreted by the British as an attempt to
muscle in on her sphere of influence. This difficulty
requires straightening out by the Under Secretary.

The United States, on the other hand, is very much
annoyed, by the lack of enthusiasm of Great Britain to

support American foreign policy in South America.

Britain has need of Argentine beef and. is therefore
very reluctant to support the American policy of iso-
lating. Argentina from the rest of South America.

Before the war,  Great Britain monopolized the rub-

‘ber resources of the world by its control of the East In-

dies ‘together with the Dutch. Both nations together
controlled the world price of rubber. Since 1939, the
United ‘States has built up a synthetic rubber industry
within these .borders, who threatens most seriously the
Bntlsh-Dutch monopoly. In view of the fact that the
United States is the largest consumer of rubber, the
British would like to see the United States give up 1ts
s,ynlhe-tlc rnbber industry in the post- war period.

Again, the United States does not wxsh to allow Brit-
ain to continue as kingpin of the tin industry, as before
the, war. The production of the American-controlled
mines of Bolivia is not enough to challange British su-
premacy.

The British, on their part, have no liking for the
American. merchant fleet. According to Lord Winster,
a, British naval commentator, the American post-war
merchant fleet will be about thirty million gross tons

-against, a British tonnage of only twenty million. The

merchant fleet of the United States is greater than the
combined fleets of all the other Allied Nations, accord-
ing to Rear Admiral Land of the American Shipping
Administration.

.BRITAIN SECOND FIDDLE

Great Britain realizes that by herself she is no eco-
nomic match for the American colossus. If she is fo re-
tain a prominent position in the post-war era, she must
bind the nations of the British Empire and some of the
smaller nations of Europe to hcrqelf A system of pref-
If these nations
could. be temptecl into a closed economic unit. Great
Britain could retain leadership of this economic bloe.

- However, the United States is challenging British
supremacy even within the' British Comuonweaith of
Na.f.ions. Since the beginning of the war, ‘Australia has
been, looking more and more to the United States for
protection' and for war materials. Likewise the United
Staq.es has made economic inroads into India, the bright-
est jewel in the British erown. The strong economic tiés
between Canada and, the United States are quite an old
story. The American capltalist class would like to con-
tinue its trade with the various paris of the Bnt:sh Em-
pire in the post-war period. Great Britain, of course,
is opposed to this.

Britain would, of course, like to see organized in the
post war period one Commonwealth airline. One com-
pany built by capital from the whole cn1p1re would not
alfow for ‘competition by seveml small companies and
would assure a monopoly of all empire air travel. The
United States, supposedly, can have no direct say over
this inter- commonwealth matter. However, it can bring

. g‘reat pressure to bear on ‘the dominions by virtue of

their dependency upon the “alsenal of democracy" Ior
ald &uung the war.

It is such economic conflicts which form: the warp

‘and woof of inter-Allied relationship. The claim that

the United Nations are really united in all- important
matters is so much eyewash and nothing more.

Stettinius goes to Britain ostensibly to iron out these
Actually such economic strugglea are the

harbingers of war in capitalist. society. The United
Sa‘tes and Great Britain fight together today against
German imperialism. They will be at each others
throats tomorrow over the economic issues above dg-
scribed..

The final solution of the problem of mnations com-
pehng in the intemt:onal arena lies with the working
class in each nation. By overl.hruwmg the capitalist
system, the werkers do _away with national economic
riv;!rles and prucced to create an ‘international workers’
cconomy. “That and that alone can end capitallst wars,
t!le scourgc of manklnd. :
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Of Specml Interest to Women

Women are supposed to be more interested in
marriages than men are, so I don't want you to
miss this one—in case you haven't read about it.

King Peter of Yugoslavia—who is ruling his
country long-distance from London—married Pxin-
cess Alexandra of Greece, of the royal family of
King George—ruling the Greeks long«distance also
from, Londan

of course, you want all the juicy tldblts Well,
Peter 'is twenty—and Alexandra is twenty-three.
Do you think they can be happy with the woman
thrée years older? Alexandra didn't seem to be
aware of this problem as she displayed “a flash of
silken hose beneath a mink coat.” The groom wore
the light blue uniform of the Yugoslav Air Force.

Of course, all the long-distance royalty was at
the wedding, including Haakon of Norway and
Queen Wilhelmina of the Netherlands. There were
red carpets, flags and candles, as became the oc-
casion. Large sleék’ limousines conveyed the guests
to the ‘Q.lgoslav delegatmn, where the wedding
was held. And so that there might be no par-
tiality, the ceremony was pgrtormed by priests of
the countries of both the bride and groom.

Everything was in order—except, alas, for one
thing. Tradition calls for weddings of Yugoslav
rulers to be held on home s0il—WHILE THE
PEOPLE HAVE A NATIONAL HOLIDAY FOR
MERRYMAKING.

How_kind! How noble this custom‘I Such touch-
ing, unity, between the grcat and the lewly'

But it’s quite possnble the people of Yugeslavia
are thmkmg of other thmgs these . days. Maybe
they are considering ways and means. of keeping
the ruya.l bluod sm:kers from returning to their
old business. Maybe they are thmkmg of form-
ing a democratic goverrunent of, for and by the
working people.

]

Eighty-five per cent of the 350,000 women mem-
bers of the CIO United Auto Workers have signi-
fied, their belief that their place is no longer in
the home. They are industrial workers and in-
tend to remain industrial workers for the same

reason that motivates all workers—THE NEED
- TO EARN A LIVING.

‘At the same time we hear from the Office of
War Information that women are hardest hit in
cut-backs on war employment because they were
“last {o enter the labor market.”

Unless full employment is insured for all, says
Dr. Eveline M. Burns, formerly connected with
the Nat.mnal Resources Planning Board, “our only
lwpe of holding our gains and widening our fields
if the' campehhon for jobs becomes Keen is to use
the economic mohve, to offer to do the same work
for less.”

ington will listen to is voles. We
must establish in Washington a smart
lobby based on power politics.”

This must no happen. It would mean knocking
the bottom out of all wage standards. The profits
of 'the capitalists would soar—but poverty, disease,
misery would mount.up for the working people.

Dr. Burns is absolutely right. Only by giving
full employment to all can disastrous competition
for jobs and wage-slashing be avoided.

However, people like Dr. Burns do not have
a solution that will bring full employment. Nei-
ther, for that matter, has R, J. Thomas, head \of
the UAW-CIO. For he naively relies on “The new
Bill of Righis outlined by Presiden{ Roosevelt.”

Will President Roosevelt fight for a thirty-hour‘

week to make room for all workers who want to
work? No—because he stands for the profit sys-
tem, and the profit-makers would rather have an
army of unemployed receiving a dole from the

government than pay their workers a decent wage .

for a thirty-hour week.

Will President Roosevelt fight to keep govern-
ment plants from going to big business to be shut
down and kept idle if big business wants it that
way? Will he fight to operate government plants
*for the production of civilian.goods for people to
use and to give jobs to 'workers? No—because he
is for the Baruch plan, which gives big business
full grabbing and grubbing rights.

Wwill Roosevelt ﬁght for the right of the work-
ers in shut-down plants belonging to private capi-
talists, to open up the plants and work on goods
that people so badly need but don't have the money
to buy? No——because Roosevelt stands for the “in-
violable” rights of priva.te property.

Wlll Roosevelt ﬁght for a huge, public program
for building houses, schools, hospitals, nurseries,
playgrounds, parks, beaches for the people—a
program large enough to give full peacet.lme em-
ployment, just as the nearly hundred-btlhon year-
1y expenditure for destructive war has given full
wartime employment? - No — because, a capitalist
government does not spend such sums of money
on the needs of the people but only on the power-
and-profit. needs .of the ruling class. And Roose-
velt heads a_ capitalist government,

The poinis enumerated above form a program
for full employment for all workers. This pro-
gram can be fought for and achieved only.by the
workers themselves, relying on their own eco-
nomic strnegth in solidarity; on their own politi-
cal power exercised through an Independent Labor
Party fighting the capitalist parties and politicians;
on their own ability to form a workers' govern-
ment.

The women workers should be right up in
front, supporting, rooting and workingl_ for this

By Susan Green

program that LABOR ACTION and the Workers
Party stand forl

Since the start of t.he war child mortality in
Europe has risen thirty-one per cent.

At least 50,000,000 homeless, orphaned children
wander about Europe, trying. to find. food and shel-
ter in the woods, or in any. way, concmvable, be-
coming httle ammals

In some places the population is 100 per cent
diseased, suffering from one ailment 'or another
due to hunger, homelessness, shock, mfecnon lack
of medical care.

Tuberculosis plagues up to fifty per cent of
the population in séme localities of war-ravaged
Europe.

In her column, “My Day,” Mrs. Rooseyelt cal-
lously commented on the situation described above;
“I know that one of the a.rg'nments is that feeding
children will, hplp us to, win the war. It is said
that the pe;u)le in the occuptgd coqnt;ies are be-
coming weaker and bitter, and that they will not
feel that we are any better than thenr present sup-
pressars when we, ajfack. Thai again is a question
for the mil!.tary to decide, We haye. not, as much
information as t!ley have, but even a la.y'man fi"ke
myself cannot believe that the peoples of the na-
tions now subjugated, can be_ so shorisighted.”.

This column, in whigch. the. First, Lady accuses
the starvmg,‘ dying,, people. of Europe of shc:rt-
sightedness for wanting -to eat, starts with this
sentence: “FRIDAY. NIGHT- THE CABINET DIN-
NER WAS GIVEN, TO THE PRESIDENT IN THE
WHITE HQUSE..

]

What more information is required about the
miserable European masses than the, facts printed
above—which cannot be dlsputed"

These days every inhuman-or reactionary pol-
icy is excused by so-called.. “military, consxdera-
tions.”

In the case of wathholdmg food and medlcal
supplies from the European people—mto the extent
that it. is possible to. get, these there—the reason
is not military but DOhtlcal.

What does that mean? Sxmply this:

Saving lives anﬂ relleving the suffering of peo-
ple are not really. the. concem of. the. powers that
be. What, kind. of . government. will the, European
masses support? Wi!l it be the kind Roosevelt,
Churchill, Stalin will approve of? These are the
questions. Food and medical. supplies will be
handed ouj. through: a goyernment. of. THEIR
choo;lng when they, see fit. Food and medical
supplies will be used as “arguments” against
workers’ socialist: governments béing formed.

In the meantime, you wretched. ones, don't be
shortsighted! The. Cabinet dines in the White
House. - ' e

LYNN CASE

briefs. is to give added weight and
importance to the basic issues in the
case, At the same time, the support-

The purpose of the amicus curiae

INCLE ToMs™

The Harlem -Pedple’s Committee,

which warned “Uncle Toms” to stay
away from'its annual conference on
March 18, made -its deliberations a
triumph of exclusive representation.
All the, “Uncle Toms” were INSIDE
—from, Adam Clayton, Pawell Jr.,
down to the last hand—p;cked dele-
gato,

Called to report on the progress of
its work in the past year and to map
out a program for the “New Negro
in 1944,” the conference verged on a
pre-election. rally for President Roo-
sevelt, the symbol of official and en-
forced Jim Crow in the armed forces

“and elsewhere

Not one, of the oﬂ‘lce—hungry ma;uor

domos—Powell, Roy Wilkins or Ben,

Davis, Jr.—could report any signifi-
cant advances +in the fight against
discrimination and segregation. Yet
im a year that saw pogroms against
Negroes in Detroit, Mobile and Beau-
mont, in.a year that: marked the ac-
centuation of: Jim Crow in the, armed
forces and the virlual impotence of
the FEPC, these “leaders” had the
effrontery to sing hallelujahs to
“good  politicians” of. the -capitalist
parties. . i

Outlining the str ategy of the “New
Negro in 1944, about which he evi-
dently knows much but undﬁrstands
nothing, Roy Wilkins, acting secre-
tary of the National Assn. for the
Advancement of Colored People, di-
vulged the following plan:

“Let us be frank about this. The
only thing the politicians in Wash-

Exactly what is “new” about this
old treachery, this corrupt trading of
Negro votes for promises that are
never fulfilled?. What has Roosevelt
given to Negroes in return for their
support except fo promounce Jim
Crow as the unbreakable law of the
armed forces, silence on the poll-tax
and despicable compromises with the
race-baiting Democrats of the South?

Aware that millions of Negroes
are turmng in disgust from stch
“friends,” and are seeking a new
road for fulfillment of their long-
denied aspxratmns, "Powell and the
Communist Party gauleiters who

guide him aye making a desperate

attempt to save the 1mp0rtant Negro
vote for Roosevelt.

But they do not reckon with the
real temperament and militancy of
the most oppressed minorily in the
country.

There is a “New Negro in 1944,
but he is not an “Uncle Tom of 1944,”
The “New Negro” is a fighting work-
er, closely .allied o the labor move-

ment, and he will not be deceived by’

the smiling lies of the two capitalist

parties, even if those lies mean send-

ing a Powell to Congress.

The “New Negro of- 1944” needs
a political party of his own, a parly
he can join with his white brothers
and support with all his energy and
intelligence a party that will put
the abolition of injustice in first
place on its program and banner. He

needs an Independent Labor, Party

as the first step toward the achieve-
ment of that goal.

| Pubhc Education Was Won By Labor

Sharp protest was voiced by the'

National Citizens’ Committee for
Winfred Lynn against the attempt
by some Negro editors, notably Adam

,‘Clayton Powell, Jr., editor of the

Peoples Voice, “to act as apologls’cs
for Ole Man Jim Crow and to white-
wash the rigid segregation policy, of
the Navy.”

At the same time, the commitiee
dlsclosed further progress in the

* Winfred' "Lynn ease, the only legal

test. yet made of the Army’s racial

policies, in its march to ‘the Umted_

States Supreme C0u1t

The case took a step forward with
the announcement that both the
NAACP. and. the Workers Defense
League will file individual briefs
amicus curiae with petitions for writ
of certiorari.

Sfeel Wor

ing brlefs serve to focus attention on
the fact that Corporal. Winfred

Lynn’s fight: is strongly endorsed by_

national, Negro and labor organiza-
tions, representmg hundreds of thou-
sands of people, both colored 'and
white. -

The Lynn.

-committee’s. protest

. against Editor Powell was based on

thé" fact” that any small concessions
made by the authorities have been
the result “of repeated protests and

outcries from the colored people

against second-class citizenship, of
which-the Lynn case is itself an out-
standing example,”

“Mr, Powell's emotional outburst
to the effect that ‘emancipation’ has
arrived tends to disarm the Negro
and confuse and weaken his strug-
gle,” it was asserted in a statement
issued by Wilfred Kerr, who, with
Richard Parrish and Alex Rose, is
co-chmrman of the Lynn committee.

ers - -

(Continued from page 1) -

1942, of 5.5 cents an hour. THAT IS WHERE THE STEEL WORKERS STAND
IN RELATION TO THE COST OF LIVING.

It was also pointed. out by Phlllp Murray in his presentatmn that while

corporations received. in 1943 five per cent MORE of the national income than
.in 1939 and that farmers also increased their take by 1.2 per cent, the work-

ers of the country, on the other hand—even with 'the tremendously increased

Iabor, force—got 6.7 per cent LESS of the. national income than in 1939.

With well-placed humor the editor of the, CIQ News, in its recent issue
stated: “With a certain appropriateness, the hearings were held in the adudi-
torium of the National Museum. For the wage-freeze is by now so far un-
related to the preseﬂt cnndltions of our wartime economy that it is 3 museum

piece.” |

We stated above that the fight of the steel workers has only begun. There

‘By RUTH_PHILIPS'

nerstone.”

any public school for them to go to.

" family income.

were the workers themselves.

forms the demand for free public education.

formers and liberals joined the movement.

school system.

“The free, public school system is the cornerstone of American de-
mocracy,” shouts the politician at an election rally on a Fourth of July .
meeting. That's right, Mr. Speaker. Now tell the folks the rest of the
story. Thell them that when the Founding Fathers drew up the Con-
stitution they didn't include the free publlc school system as a “‘cor-

Back in the 1820's or 30's or 40's, hbtle Johnny didn’t have to worry
about the truant officer. In fact, Johnny and the rest of the working . .
class kids in the eountry didn’t have to go to school at .all. There wasn 't

~ If papa couldn’t get up thp cash, Johnny didn’'t learn his three R's
at all. In fact, the chances were t‘ha.t Jolmny got most of his education .
at an early age. working lopg lmurs 1n ‘a factoly lo supplement the

Profits from the exploitation of child labor in the expanding fac-
tories were high. The bosses weren’t interested in free education, Nei-
ther were the federal government or the state governments. The only
people : who, were 'interested in free education for workers children

In, the 1820°s the workers were trying to establish the first trade
umons .in this country. They not only had to fight the bosses but the
courts as well On the complaint of employers, the courts declared the
unions to be “conspiracies” and therefore -illegal.-
unions also took upon themselves the chief burdcn in the struggle for
iree public education. In 1828, they formed the fimt workmgmens po-
litical parties in the New England States which put first on their plat-

It is true, that the. ‘workingmen were not alone in this fight. Re-
Sections of the middle

class and the ironuersmen-farmers joined in the clamor for-a pub]u:

But it was_the orgamzed labor movement which led the, way. In the,
words. of a, ‘historian of the Amemcan labor movement: “To this early
labor mnvemqnt more than to any other cause we owe the great edu-
cational revival of the '30's and our common school system of today.”

is no doubt about this. For it is the intention of the steel magnates to get the
matter buried in Congress, on the theory that the War Labor Board has no
right to change the Little “Steal” formula. The cap;tahst press is'ably, sup-
porting the steel corporations in their stand that the WLB:is not a “policy~
making body” and that the matter is up to Congress.

William H. Davis, chairman of the WLB, probably indicates the opinion
of the “public” members of the WLB, when testifying in the Senale that
“We hawe no_purpose, to ask Cungress to up ‘the formula.”.

The crux of.the matter, therefore, is: Are Murgay and the CIO leadership

affirm—in every other' sentence they utter—the sacredness of the _no-strike
pledge?:

Just. what. power do the steel workers have to back np their eminently
just lﬁaimg if they do not have the right to strike? P

The most eiementary logic requires’ THE; I;ESCINDING OF THE NO-
STRIKE PLEDGE.

Furthermore, since the present hearings -before the WLB are nothing
“more than a delaying action on the part of the anti-labor contingent, and the
jurisdiction of the, WLB. to go beyond the Little “Steal” formula is in ques-
tion, the union demand for the restoration of collective bargaining and with-
Nevertheless the

sition of the union.

Other dc_ma_qu' of the Steel Workers Union, such as a guaranteed annual
wage and lay-off pay, are so basically necessary to the welfare of the workers
that they must and will become demands of the whole, labor movement.

This, together with the fact that the outcome of the steel workers' fight
to break the Little “Steal” formula will, in large measure, determine the
wage position 6f all other workers, makes the case of the steel workers of
prime 1mpnr‘tance fo° a!l workers, 5

rect action in the situation, namely: Rescind the no-strike pledge; restore
coﬂecﬁwe bargaining; get off the 'WLB. ° ;

realistically preparing themselves for the stlfé ‘fight ahead when they re-

drawal from the WLB is a step that must also be taken to s@rengthen the po-

The Steel Workers Union, CIO. has the responslbllity of taidng the cor-

= T

Motives Béhm
The Arabian
Oil Scandal

By JESSIE KAAREN

The recent Middle East oil deal is agitating a great
many people. The United States government pays $25,-
000,000 to' Ihn Saud, King of Saudi Arabia, for oil con-
cessions to be turned over to the Standard Oil Com-
pany and the Texas Oil Company; agrees to build ‘three

_pipe lines for the companies at a cost to the government
of about $100,000,000 and ﬁnally arranges to buy ‘the oil

after it is pumped at a cost that will make ‘it hlgher per
gallon than the. oil .obtainable on the domestic market.

The excuse of military necessity does not “éxplain
why the deal is being consummated: now at sueh great
expense, since the project will take a few years 1o build
and the military authorities are not bankmg on, the oil
from the Arabian oil wells—at least not for ﬂus war.

REACTIONS TO THIS DEAL '

Newspaper editorials imply that the government. is
having something put over on it by the smart execu~
tives of the oil companies, The, liberals are objegeting to.
the oil deal because they dont like. to, see. the, govern-
ment build up huge profits for private companies.” A lot
of money is passing over the counter and the result, they
say, will, be that Standard; Oil and, the Texas Company
will become the owners of: a fabulously valuable prop-
erty for a song—at the expense of ‘Ametican taxpayers.

The smaller oil companies in the United States are.
raising a cry because they fear that with the’ ‘govern-
mént committed to buying the oil from the new oil
wells, their domestic product will suffer. They, say
America does not need this new oil.

Congressmen and senators are suspmlous of the oil
deal because the negotlatlons have been gmng oh behind
fheir backs for three yeéars and they are’ 6n1y now pre-
sented with an accomplished fact, They are .afraid, that
American diplomats won’t be able, to handle thqmselves
well on the “big time” stage of worid 1mper1allsm par-
ticnlarly in a section of the globe that has been: strictly
under British control until now. Some sec'tlbns of Con- -
gress are worried. that the United States is venturing out
too far, while other sections are’ concerned solely with
protecting the American market.

Leaders of Zionist organizations in  the United States
don’t like the smell of this oil because it. may.defeat the .
Palestine, resolution which. they managed: to haye intro-
duced into Congress aﬁ.er several rnonths of lobbymg in |
Washington.

But in spite of the eriticism it is obvious from the’
strong position taken by the higher-ups in government -
circles that the United States plans to go ahead with the
explmtatmn of the oil well sa. described, and, that, it will -
not back down one inch,

To underst,and why the government is pourmg such
vast sums into a far-off country, Wwhy it is willing to run
the gamut of all the criticism, antagonize Great.Britain
for nosing in on “its” territory, reneg,on its promise to
help the Jewish people attain a homeland in Palestine,
run into possible trouble with the Arab masses as a new
aggressor m their country, we must lift the curtain a
little and see. what strong motives there are behmd this
labest venture. -

WHAT THE MOTIVES ARE G

A recent Truman. Committee report on oil complains.
that the United States oil reserves will not be a.b\e to
“fuel another war.” Apparenily this is. not. the war to
end all wars any more than the last one was. The United
States is therefore looking fnrward to its 011 needs for
World. War IIL

The newspaper PM complains that the Atlantic Char-
ter principle guaranteeing "accr-.'_ss on equal.terms to the
raw, materials of the world” is being vmlate;i by the
United States. It has no objection to foreign explo:ta— 3
tion of the Arablan oil wells, but wants this-done in a
gentlemanly manner and the. spoils divided-neatly among
the United Nations instead of-being. monopolized by the
American oil companies.

LABOR ACTION, on the other hand, is vitally con-
cerned with checking the forces that are marchmg to-
ward a third world slaughter.

Phe fact that the government ﬁnances 'I;he Arabian
undertaking and then turns it over to two private com-
panies demonstrates that. thé government- ad\?ances capi-
talist interests in whatever part of the world proﬂt can -
be secured—regardless of the international conflicts and

_inevitable war that follow.

The Standard, Oil. Company, is. coneqrqf,q ahqut the.

" oil in Sandi ‘Arabia and everywhere else in the world.

But ‘the American penple have mo' interest whatsoever
in dispessessing the Arab masses of their_ oil. reserves.
The kind, of government that backs. the. SMdﬂrﬂ 0il in
its oil empire cannot insure peace aml seeurity for the
common man, reganﬂless of how rnany post-war plans
and blueprints it publishes or -talks. about,
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Eiré Is Not
Intimidated

What a degraded’ thing American “lib-
eralism’”” has grown to be is indicated by
the comment in the March 18 issue of The
Nation on the American assault on the
sovereignty of Eire.

The 'only fault the editorial writer can
find is that equal firmness has not been
used on Franco, asking him to clear all
Germans out of Spain; and so on.

Franco is a fascist, head of a fascist re-
gime, and he aids the Nazi because of po-
litical affinity. De Valera is a capitalist
“democrat,’”” and Eire won what indepen-
dénce it has as the result of long, bitter and
bloody struggle against British imperialism.
Eire’s policy of neutrality is real—chosen as
the only chance for a small, almost defense-
less'nation among martial monsters, to sur-
vive as an independent .nation.
in the minds of the citizens of Eire was,
and is, the purpose to maintain their so
- hard-won national independence by re-
maining strictly neutral. To put fascist
Spain on. the same plane as Ireland is to
give up all claim to unbiased thinking.

Like the United States government, the
rubber-stamp writer in The Nation talks
about the military necessity to close the
German and Japanese consulates in Dub-
lin, giving little thought to the fact that in
modern diplomacy such an action is tanta-
moun’ to a declaration of hostilities. What
would happen to Eire’s independence then?

Few dare even hint that de Valera is pro-
Nazi. The sincerity of his claim that every
precaution is taken to prevent the opera-
tion of spies from Eire is not questioned.
Some reports are to the effect that “‘mili-
tary experts believe the Axis taps surer and
quicker information by channels other
than Eire, such as the diplomatic pouches
which go weekly from neutral embassies in
London to the continent.”

It is also bruited about that the United
States presented Great Britain with a fait
" laccompli-in respect to the demand on Eire
—Great Britain knowing better than to
arouse the f;{ghhng Irish on her western
flank.

colossus across the sea. De Valera urges
the people to be ready for any eventuality.
They aim to make the country as self-sup-
porting as possible in food and fuel in case
economic pressure is used against her. "Her
troops are drilling and practicing machine
gunnery. With no illusions as to her
strength, she is still determined to protect
her independence—which today is to her
synonymous with neutrality. .

-|n'terpr_eti ng the
Atlantic Charter

Those who have waited with bated breath

ter from the higher-ups, have received one
.disappointment after another.

Ears pricked up when seventy members
of the House of Commons demanded de-
bate on the subject of the application of the
so-called principles of that docurnent—

ganda. But spirits fell when Churchill
cleverly avoided a debate on the ground

\
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that since a vote of censure of the govern-
ment was not involved, the crowded session
could not give time for the discussion of
such matters.

Then Secretary of State Hull reaffirmed
the Atlantic Charter “principles,” enlarg-
ing them into seventeen points, but nary a
word as to the practical application of these
seventeen points—or even of the original
eight. '

Finally, Churchill went on the air on
Sunday, and on international hook - ups
spoke for fifty minutes, mainly in justifi-
cation of his own administration. The in-
terpretation of the Atlantic Charter, which
was raised in the House of Commons and
in the British .and- American press, he
skirted as if it were a pool of burning lava.
No clarification came from .Mr. Churchill
as to the practical application of the Atlan-
tic Charter.”

But why the fuss to get from the top
statesmen verbal expressions of the inter-
pretation of the Atlantic Charter, when it
' is daily being interpreted by the acts of

these very statesmen? Actions hcwe always
spoken 'louder than words.

So we see Russia giving her interpreta-
tion in Eastern Europe — and the United
States and Great Britain willy-nilly acqui-
escing in this interpretation.
vious that Russia is going to absorb the
Baltic States, Poland, Bessarabia and part
of Bukovina—as a beginning. Elements in
England and here ‘rendered uneasy by this
un-Atlantic-Charterian expansion on Rus-
sia’s part, raise the howl not because of any
higher morality than Russia, but because
they fear Russia’s power in Europe.

Or, again, application of the “principle
of self-determination” is being made right
now in Italy. What kind of self-determina-
tion is it when the Allied Control Commis-
sion presumes to dictate to the Italian
masses whether or not they. may hold a
strike 'demonstration to express their dis-
approval of Badoglio?

Or look at the Arabian ail deal of the
United States, by which the Arabian peo-
ple are robbed of their natural resources
by crossing the palms of their chiefs with
a few millions. This is the way the clause
of the Atlantic Charter regarding the natu-
ral resources of the world is being apphed
in practice.

Only those polmcal Iost sheep who
willingly follow their leaders to slaughter,
.think something will be essentially changed
by an open expression or clarification from
the most high statesmen. Capitalist and
imperialist interests make the only appli-
cations that count, regardless of the spoken
and written word—no matter how reassur-

- ing that word may sound.

LABOR ACTION
" A Paper in the Interests of Labor

Published Weekly by the
LABOR ACTION PUBLISHING ASSN.
114 West 14th Street ' New York 11, N. Y.
(Third floor)

Vol 8, No. 14 ,. April 3, 1944

ALBERT GATES, Editor
GERTRUDE SHAW, Managing Editor

‘Subseription Rate: 60 Cents a Year
75 Cents for Canada, New York and Foreign
" Re-entered as second-class matter May 24, 1940,

at the Post Office at New .York, N. Y., under the
Act of March 3, 1879,

May Day Celebration!

Greet May Day and celebrate the Fou.brl-h Anniversay
of the Founding of the Workers Party |
and Labor Action

CARAVAN HALL
110 East 59th St.

Speaking Program—Music
Dancing—Refreshments

Subscription: $1.00 (incl. tax and refreshments)

New York 11, N. Y.

For it is ob-,

Platform of Workers Party

For a l"'plople’s_l’mce and a Workers’ World! Against Both Imperialist
Camps! For the Victory of World Labor and the Colonial Peoples!
For the Victory of the Third Camp of Socialism!

| The Workers Party recommends this ﬁlgfform for adoption as the fighting proérnm of the
trade union movement and of the national Independent Labor Party which it must form.

LABOR MUST DEFEND ITSELF NOW!

1. For the defense of all
Against wartime dictatorship measures!
wage-freezing and job-freezing!

2. Restore full and unrestricled collective bargain-
ing rights of the unions! Rescind the no-strike pledge!
Repeal the Smith-€Connally anti-sirike law!

3. A higher, n6t a lower, standard of living! For
a $1.00-an-hour minimum wage law, with time and a

Abolish

half for overtime, double time for Sunday and holi-,

day work, and equal pay for equal work for all in-
dustrial and agricultural workers! An ‘escalator

clause” in all wage contracts, hitching wages to the .

rising cost of living, plus a margin for comforts—a
“cost-plus” wage!

4, No tax on wages and no sales tax on consumers’
goods! Abolish all taxes on annual incomes of $5,000
or less!

5. Down with control of rationing -and price-fixing
by the monopolists and.the government bureaucrats!
For democratic control of rationing and price-fixing

_by joint committees of working class orgamzatmns,
farmers’ organizations, cooperatives and consumers’
organizations and housewives’ leagues.

6. No government contract to plants mthout a
union contract.

7. Maintain ' and increase all government social
services and establish adequate federal medical serv-
ice, health and accident insurance, old-age pensions,
child care, protection for the unemployed!

-SOAK THE RICH—LET THEM PAY FOR
THEIR WAR!

8. Expropriate the “Sixty Families"—the pluto-
cratic three per cent of the population whoe own
ninety-six per cent of the national wealth!

9’ A one hundred per cent tax on all war profits
above a five per cent maximum on invesfed capital!
Immediate renégotiation of all war contracts to cut

_ the fabulous profits to this level!

10. A $25,000 ceiling on tofal individual incomes!

11. A graduated capital levy on all accumulated
wealth over $50,000 to cover war costs and provide
post-war security for labor'

. PREPARE NOW TO WIN POST-WAR
JOB SECURITY AND PLENTY

12. Government planning to guarantee the highest
national production and income, a year-around job
and a ‘minimum annual wage to all, and a rising
standard of living!

13, Consecript all war indusiries! Nationalize the
hanks big indusfrial monopoelies and transportation
systems. No handing -over of government-built and
owned plants and facilities to private ownership!

14. For a two hundred and fifty billion dollar five
year program to provide decent housing for all, ex-
tensive public works, rural elcctnﬁcatmn and mod-
ernization!

15. For a guaranteed $5,000 annual income to all
workers’ families, made possible by a planned rise in
the total national mcome and a thirty-hour maximum
work-week.

DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS TO THE DRAFTEES

16. The right of free speech, free press and free
assembly for the men and women in the armed
forces! The unrestricted right of the armed forces to
vot€ in all elections and part:clpate in all political
campaigns!

17. For doubling present dependency allowances
paid by the government with no deductions from the
serviceman’s pay!

democratic rights! |

_ Shirts and other capitalist fools!

18. For a two years’ base pay grant to all demo-
bilized veterans, with option of trade school and
higher education facilities ,at government expense,
and guarantee of decent jobs!

DOWN WITH JIM CROW AND
ANTI-SEMITISM .

19. All discrimination against Negroes, Jews or
other minorities in the armed forces or by employers
in industry must be made a criminal offense!

20, For complete political, social and econoimic

equality for Negroes!

21, For lifting all immigration barriers against
Jewish and other victims of fascist terror! For gov-
ernment aid in rescuing and tra.nspnrtlng these vic-
tims to safety!

PROTECT THE FARMER

22, Adequate government provision of land, tech-
nical aid, machinery and supplies to all small farm-
ers! Cancellation of all small farmers’' debis fto gov-
ernment and banks!

23, -Nationalize all absentte-owned farm lands.
Abolish tenancy and sharecropping by turning over
the land to. those who till it.

PROTECT THE YOUTH

24. ‘Adequate government provision for free edu-
cation of all youth, including trade schools and uni-
versities! The right of all youth, male and female, to
vote at the age of eighteen! Government-maintained
nurseries for the children of working mothers,

AGAINST REACTION—FOR A LABOR
PARTY AND A WORKERS' GOVERNMENT

25. For Union Defense Guards, trained and con-
trolled by the unions, fo defend labor, the Negroes,
Jews and all racial minorities from native fascists,
Jim Crow rioters, anti-Semites, Klansmen,

26. For a break with bankrupt and reactionary
capitalist politics and politicians and complete inde-
pendence of labor from them! No political support
to the Rooseveli government! For a party that is la-

bor’s own, an Independent Labor Party, based on the.

unions and controlled by them!

27. For a workers’ governmient tq organize the
country for freedom, security, peace and plenty for
the masses of the people!

28. Operate all big industry for the welfare of the
plain people, with workers' control of production
through the unions and plant committees!

29, Democratic control of the - distribution and

price-fixing of consumers' goods by the labor unions,

farmers, consumers’ and ‘cooperative organizations.

FOR A DEMOCRATIC PEOPLE’S PEACE
AND A WORKERS’ WORLD

30. For an end to the war and fascism by a demo-

cratic people’s peace, withont annexations, indemni- |

ties, tribute, or the dismemberment and oppression of
sovereign nations and peoples!

31. For complete, immediate national mdependence
to all colonial or semi-colonial peoples! Against-all
old or new annexations, or depriving nations of their
sovereignty and independence, by American, British,
Russian, German or Japanese imperialism!

32. For a Socialist United States of Europe and a
World Socialist Federation! A socialist world will
destroy capitalist imperialism, recurrent wars, fascist
barbarism, oppression and exploitation, and establish
a new order of freedom, plenty, peace and security,
and world hrotl{erh&ud!

Silver

In This Column We .
Discuss the Need For A
‘New Economic System

OIL ON TROUBLED WATERS

By NANCY NATHAN

Since the government made known its plan to
give political and financial support to the Amer-
ican oil trust jn building a_pipeline from Saudi
Arabia tp the Mediterranean, oil has vied with the
war itself in making front-page news. And no won-
der. Qil is the fuel for which wars are fought—and
without which modern wars cannot be fought.

ICKES HITS BULL'S EYE

Secretary of the Interior Harold L. Iickes hit
the bull's eye when he recently wrote: “Tell me '
the sort of agreement that the United Nations will
reach with respect to the world’s petroleum re-
sources when the war is over, and I will under-
take to -analyze the duration of the peace that is
io come.” |

If it were widely known that wars are fought
for things like oil, there is no working man or
woman in Great Britain, the United Siates, Rus-
sia, Germany, Japan or anywhere else on earth
who would not shout: “To hell with oil. Let my
children be!” And rightly so. {

THERE MUST BE A SOLUTION °

Yet the whole world does need oil!

LABOR ACTION is, of course, concerned with
peacetime needs—not with oil as the fiel for
waging wars in which tremendous quantities of
HIGHLY REFINED oil are destroyed to get ter-
ritories rich in UNDEVELOPED oil. Modern in-
dustry cannot function without oil; it is indispen-
sable to modern transportation by land, air and
sea; modern agriculture cannot do without it..

Plainly, we cannot dispense with the develop-
ment of oil resources unless we want to turn back
the wheel of industrial progress to the unmechan-
jzed era when oil was used mainly in kemsene
lamps.

There must be a s-olutwn—somethmg to re-
place international rivalry- among - imperialists,
leading to war.

LABOR ACTION is roofing for mternatmnal
socialist cooperation in dividing the raw materials
of the earth for the best interests of the people of
the earth.

How would it work—this international soclal-
ist cooperation?

HOW IT WOULD WORK

In the first place, the oil of any backward
country—like Arabia—must be considered as be-
longing to it and not to any gang of international
marauders who are powerful enough to lay hands
on it. The natural resources in which a backward
country may be rich must.be considered the means
by which it can pull itself out of its backwardness.

The development of the oil of a country like
Arabia would, of course, have to be a project of
international socialist planning. For the Arabs
would have to get from more advanced countries
industrial, engineering and othér assistance.. BUT
THE ARAB PEOPLE SHOULD BE THE ONES
TO BENEFIT FIRST AND FOREMOST FROM
THE DEVELOQPMENT OF THEIR OWN OIL—
not 'the oil trusts of the great imperialist coun- .
iries, with a rake-off io a few Arab chiefs!

But who would get the surplus- oil not con-
sumed directly in fulfilling the needs of Arabia?
For there is an awful lot of oil there which the
Arabs would, of course, want to exchange for
" other things they need. This point could be set-

tled wvery easily, with international cooperation
and good will as the guiding principle.

. In a normal, well regulated family, the mem-
ber of the family who needs something most is
naturally éntitled to have his needs fulfilled first.
Similarly in a family of nations, those without oil
resources and needing oil supplies most would be
entitled to get them first. -

WOULD THAT HURT US?

w

audaciously

Coughlin Lies to Workers - -

and their representatives in, Wash-

Q;hat would mean, for instance, that the United
States, the greatest oil producing nation in the
world, and other great oil possessing countries, -
would be low on the list for Arabian oil—just as
a member of a family already having several good
pairs of shoes would not take precedence over an-
other member whose shoes are down at the heels

(Continued from page 1) challeng_éd.l Exposing
masquerades as pro-labor, as inter- Cou_gh]_in in the public press as a . ington.
ested in post-war social justice, as ‘traitor” whom the igovernment The best political weapon against

anii- imperialist and anti- war —
though recenily he has come out
with a statement that he is not only
in favor of the war but an admirer
of Stalin.

The fact is that Coughlin has al-
ways been viciously anti-labor. In
the fight to unionize the auto indus-
try—a fight to better 'intolerable,
back-breaking, starvation conditions

—Coughlin was the bitterest, * most.

vicious opponent of the CIO, and the
staunchest supporter of the auto
magnates.

His crocodile tears for the workers
in the post-war world will not im-
press workers who ' remember Gough-
lin saying that his ideas. of “social
justice” were carried out in Italy and
Germany! “Social justice” in the
fascist countries means grinding la-
bor under fooi, stamping out any
fight for better living conditions and
solving the unemployment problem
by slave labor This is the “social
justice” of Germany and Italy, and
this is precisely what Coughlin wants
here in America

Coughlin is a bigoted anti-Semitic, -

anti-Negro, anti-foreigner fascist who
wants the workers to be so busy
fighting each other that they won't
fight the bosses

- Until his recent protestation of sup-

'por't of the war, Coughlin has been

“anti-war” But this wolf in cleri-
cal garments is no pacifist. He has
never spoken against the war. that
fascism waged. He always said that
the fascists were taking what was
“rightfully” theirs, and we should
mind our own  business about it.
Coughlin is not anti-imperialist. He
did not lift his voice when Japan
stepped into Manchukuo or Germany
into Czechoslovakia, except to mum-
ble 'a thinly-disguised approval.
A Challenge to Labor

Labor must organize against the
political comeback of Father Cough-

lin. And in the forefront of the fight
. should noturally be the leaders of

the UAW-CIO, whom he has most

ought to prosecute is not sufficient.

Labor must meet Coughlin on two
fronts. .

Rank and file unionists must be en-
couraged to organize defense guards
against Coughlin and his Christian
Front hoodlum gangs. In the coming
period these gangs will no doubt try
to provoke anti-labor race riots in

_places like Detroit, where the fascist

agitators of the last riots were- never
taken care of i >
Politically, labor must meet Cough-

‘lin’s demagogic slogans by organiz-

ing labor so that it can put over real
post-war demands and a real social
works program, and for now prevent
the masses from bearing the terrible
burden of the war from which the
capitalists have profited.

The CIO leaders cannot do this by
hanging desperately to Roosevelt's
coattails while he contemptuously
drags them through the mud. The
ranks of labor might listen to the
lies of the fascist demagogue so long

as the leaders permit the living'
standard of the workers to go down-

under the assault of the profiteers

Coughlin, Gerald Smith and the
other ambitious fascists is a cam-
paign for and by labor, independent
of the capitalists of both “democratic”
and fascist coloration. The answer to
Coughlin's political ' campaign is an
INDEPENDENT political campaign
by labor.

Coughlin knows thls. He has al-
ready characterized political activity
by the CIO as “Godless.” But today
the labor leaders are tails to- Roose-
velt's political kite. This is not the
way to fight fascism. In its fight
against this threat fo labor, the
workers must rely on their own in-
dependent strength,
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fore the war: ~

Hitler's way.

breath of mass freedom.

From Their Own. Mouths

Father Coughlin is again in the news. He has come out
of the underground” into the open to peddle his anti-Semi-
tic, fascistic propaganda. We will let him dccuse himself
from his own mouth. Said Coughlm in the holcyon days, be-

""Rest assured we will fight you in Franco’s way, if neces-
sary. Call this inflammatory, if you will.
But rest assured we will fight you and we will win."

. And what is Franco's way? It is Mussolini’s way.
It is the murdeérous fascist way—the way that
wipes out every scintilla of dempcracy, that snuffs out every

Thdt is Coughlin’s way—by his own words.

It is inflammatory.

It is

" and out at the toes.

Would that hurt the working people of Amer-
ica any? Not in the least! For if you consider what
a quantity of excellent oil is absolutely wasted in
the destructive enterprises of a war, you will see
in a moment that in 4 world of international so-
¢ialist “cooperation — WITH WARS BANISHED
FROM THE FACE OF THE EARTH—the stocks
for peacetime use will be plenty for all purposes.

But even if we had to mark time a little to let
our poorer brothers in other countries catch up
with us, what matter? Progress must be peaceful,
international, cooperative—or it ends in the hor-
rible shambles of global wars like the present one!

AWAY WITH THE MARAUDERS.

But such internafional cooperatlon and goocl
will among peoples are possible only if a new eco-
nomic system is born to replace the capitalist sys-
tem of “free enterprise” for FREE PROFITS.

If the working masses of all countries allow
this dog-eat-dog system to continue, oil will re-
main the most precious prize to be fought over—
for the gang of international robbers that has the
most oil can be the most powerful as a military

‘force and become top dog.

WE CAN MAKE THE FUTURE

The Atlantic Charter has a clause about allow-
ing all nations to share in the raw materials of the
earth. It has other nice-sounding clauses too, like
the one abolit every nation having the right of in-
dependence.| They come in very handy for speech-
making by the big-wigs—these clauses do. Actu-
ally the fight for the monopolization, of raw ma-
terials and for the subjugation of little nations goes
on openly among the big powers—and is. reported’
in detail in the daily press of the capitalist class.

Do we want endlessly to be fighting over oil
or tin or other resources of other countries for
our capitalist masters?

The future of the human race depends upon the
workirnig people establishing a new economic sys-
tem. The capitalist class in each country must be
ousted from the indusiries, monopolies, cartels,
places of power. The capitalist governments must .
be replaced by workers' governments. Industries

‘must be socialized, and operated and controlled

by the' working people themselves through their
elected committees from the unions and the shops,
plants, shipyards, mines, ete. This is the NA-
TIONAL BASIS for international good will and
cooperation among the peoples of the earth—for
international socialism.,

This is the answer to the serious oil situation

" which is laying the foundation of World War i1

while World War IL/is still in progress.
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