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Maritime Labor And
The Government

he Scheme to Put Over the Fink Book
By Amending the Copeland Bill

igh the details of the several propesed Con-
ills on maritime labor have not yet been
¢, a brief item of great significance has ap-
the deily papers. Copeland, it is reported, has
a new bill which will allegedly make “illegal”
pts to use his notorious fink book for black-
Irposes.
Administration hopes that with this well-sound-

. addition written into the union-smashing legislation

ne the maritime workers will now meekly line
their hated *‘eontinuous discharge books.”

hill will not be too openly transparent as a
ngling device, we can expect the hidden
Government control to come out with their

s {or this legislation. If we can believe the ad-
rtis on Copeland’s newest bill it will be just
have been clamoring for—an “amendment”
the proper *“‘promises” to deceive the

give
rKEers.
* *® ] E
dv have intimations of what is coming.
Western Worker of Jan. 7, 1937:
not object directly to the discharge
vhich the date of each discharge at the end
. ige will be recorded,” Curran said.
however, to terms of the law
charge, give the ship lines an opportunity
ploves for union activities or for reasons
nothing to do with their ability, he said."”
N ¢ could be more confusing or false. The milit-
\ vho have pledged themselves to refuse the
3 all eoasts have done so because they will
1 an anti-union boock—and they do not in-
amboozled into taking such a book by any or
nts”" clever politicians can invent. As long
ok remains marine workers must and will

do

are opposed,

As far as the ‘“‘terms of the law’’ are concerned,
ich tha.Western Worker is worried about, there are
express provisions in the law for blacklisting seamen.
ho could think that Congress would be so stupid as to
expose its real intentions? Any employment
k which a worker is compelled to carry and without
pich he cannot obtain a job is a fink book—and it will
wed to blacklist militants in any critical situation, all
“amendments” in the world to the contrary.

enly

After all, if the fink book is not for the purpose of
prolling the activities of seafaring workers, why
puld it exist at all? The Government will readily con-
e an “anti-blacklist” clause, because it will still have

dog-collar clamped on the seamen. A few clauses

promises can always be sacrificed cheaply in order
keep the essence of a law.
3 L L x
ist let those who advocate acceptance of the fink
<11t has an *“‘anti-blacklist clause' explain this one
Why have a government discharge book at
e Copeland, government officials and la-
have their answer—that the book will “weed
ttompetents,” ““maintain high standards of seaman-
[ similar ballyhoo.
lusion is inevitable: the fundamental pur-
' Copeland fink book is and always will be to
seamaen hand and foot so as the better to
“tle all activity in any ecritical situation—for ex-
L sirike or war.

The above article in the Western Worker shows also
ubtle attempt to avoid completely the most basic
that of the Government's role as shipowners’
. The workers are opposed, says the article, to the
s of the law which . . . give the ship lines an op-
funity to blacklist employes. . . .”” As a matter of
‘it is the shipowners which maritime workers are
! worried about in this connection. The ominous
“ent 15 the intervention of the Government.
[ x x *
terfront workers know from their own experi-
the shipowners could carry on their black-
©nlv when the workers were unorganized. When
. 's were 100 per cent organized into militant
could throw off this yoke. This explains why
'ners have called upon the government to
‘ontrol which they were unable to establish

ves,

Itis not the shipowners who would do the blacklist-
ut rather the Government for the shipowners. And
" the Government started to discriminate against

"0 it didn't like, it wouldn’t be called “blacklist,
" kule be called “elimination of the incompet-

h or “getting rid of the aliens,” or something
ar,

S "’r'cht treachery to the rank and file of the

inions to attempt to interpret their militant

.8'*.'-3‘- exposing the vicious legislation of last June
a struggle against a few “terms of the law.”

: "- %ucn a puny perspectlve the fight of these

™S has been against the vicious and reactionary

, nt in recent vears: “the moving in"” of the

e

“Ient to throttle the rising American labor move-

He Uses Both Hands

PLOT AGAINST AGRICULTURAL WORK

e ,Walter Cowan Exposes

Centor

Select Men From

200 Volunteers

For Debs Colummn' o s o

Socialist State Committee Calls for Wide

Campaign to Finance Heroic Project

to Aid Spanish Workers

In an irspiring demonstration

of Iaternational working class

asolidarity, over 210 volunteers

have applied to Spain
der the banner of the
Division of the Debs Column.
Competent committees in Los An-

to go
Western

geles and in Sar Francisco have

been interviewing each volunteer
A carefal

and sifting

selection
Only

process of

is taking place.
thoroughly
in military
those whe show the
records of service
the working class
being chosen to

experienced
technique,

the most
and trained
and only
most reliable
and loyaliy to
movement are
Jeave in the first detachment.

The men composing the West-
ern Division of the Debs Column
will undoubtedly take a promi-
nent place Ir the International
Brigade which is in the front

un-

“ranks of the struggle against the

Fascist hordes in Spain.

The
COUrar
gire to aid
Spain even at
lives. Now new
thousands who
nate as the
able to offer
ing, must
tend support
way.

shown a
de-
causa in
nf their
hundreds and
are not as fortu-
volunteers in being
their military train-
forward and ex-
in every possible

volunteers have
and determined
the workers
the

enns

cost

Etep

THE MAIN TASK

task
friends

hefore the thou-
of the Debs
iob for every

The main
sands of
Column. the first
Socialist Party member and sym-
pathizer, is to insure a success-
ful transportation of the Debs
Column to Srain. We must be-
gin to gather together all the
pennies. nickels, quarters. and
dollarg that working people and

'mediately

I will

Burt Wire Puts
'WPA Question
To Roosevelt

gram was sent to President Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt by Rov E. Burt,
national executive secretary of the
Sacialist Party:

| “Workers’
WPA workers and
tmnst be granted to avold mass
stirvation and hardship. Divert
funds from the military budget to
WPA. Congress must seek addi-
tienal funds through higher income
and inheritance taxes and capital
levy. Create union scale jobs on
low cost housing and other publiz
works.”

Alliance demands for

liberals will give.

The State Executive Commit-
tee of the Socialist Party has
issued an appeal to every branch.
member, and svmpathizer to im-
begin to raise money
for this tremendons proiect. Mass
meetings, dances, house parties,
appeals to the trades-unions, tag
days. muet be organized as meth-
ods to raize funds.

The Socialist Party summons
You to tireless work to complete
this  project successfully. We
know the workers of Csalifornia
not fail to answer

honest

unemployed |

| tural

Deal Between Public
Ofhcials and Employers

GiveDamningFacts

On Farm Labor At
Federal Hearing

| Show Landless Laborer Takes the Rap In

California; Socialist Program Pre-

|
|_
l sented by State Secretary

The Socialist program for C :1I1!nrnl:l and Southwestern

| agriculture was presented at a
| agricultural problems in
ber 12th.

San Francisco
The hearing was called by a Special Committee

packed Federal hearing on
Tuesday, Decem-

i"f the United States Depariment of Agriculture which is to
draft a bill designed to aid farm tenants.

feudal

gouthern

ploitation .and brutal
tem which prevails in
“Democratic” states has
pressed for many years
Socialist Party. The work
leaders of the Sonth
Farmer's Union
’m'ul' “sharecropp!ng” a house-
hold word Im America and has
|forced the same administration
which ignored all past demands

been
by the
of So

cialists and
lern Tenant

to face the problem as a national

lesue.
LANDLESS LABORERS

Three previon: Federal
inga in southern and
|states have served to bring out
|the seriousness of the tenantry
prohlem. The San
hearing, attended by
tives of all =mignificant farmer
and agricultural labhor groups,
emphasized a veryv different
ation in the southwest.

The average “tenant farmer”
California has a farm valued at

representa-

in

i The issue of farm tenantry,
BVE-&

has |

hear- |
midwestern |

Franciaco |

situ- |
| federal

£14.126 dollars and covering 2081

acres. He is a relatively prosper-
ous pillar of the community, a
hirer of scores, often
of farm workers. The
tural group In this section which
competes with the Arkansas
sharecropper for the “homnor” of
the lowest llving standard in the
nation 1&g the landless farm
borer. Based on 1935 surveys his
average family income fia
vear if he does no other work,
and $38%8 {f he can pick up in-
Jjusirial work in the oft season.
This group is not only the most
poorly paid, but the chief target
of employer violence and terror.
Imperial Valley, Orange County
and Salinas are hyv-words of-
ticial lawlessness and vigilantism
throughont America.
LABOR SPEAKERS GIVE FACTS
These facts were emphasized
Walter Cowan, viece preeident
of the State Federation of Labor
and chairman of the Federation
(Committee on Agricultural Labor,
Glen Trimble, State Secretary of
thr Socialist Party, Juliug Na-
than, Secretary of the Confer-
ence of the California Agricul-
Workers and bhy speakers
many local agricultural

la-

l'lF

by

from

| unions.
the call. |

Labor and Socialist spokesmen

Jan. 15 1937,
To the California State Execu-
tive Committee and members
¢l the Communist Party.
Dear Comrades:

Oa January 6th the Socialist
Party of San Francisco voted
unanimously to invite the Com-
munist Party to united action in

organizing end f{inancing the
transportation of a western
column of the Deb’s Brigade
of trained aviators, military
and techniral experts, :o that
these working class fighters

may Join their Spanish broth-
ers in the hercic fight against
fascism and for the workers’
cause.

Th:s invitation has not been
answered. A similar action by
the Los Angeles Central
Branch has received no more
considerate treatment.

Now we are informed that

An Open Letter to the Communist Party

your
week

decided this
to support a competing
project for sending technical
workers to Spain. The Debs’
Brigade was launched by the
Socislist Party of New Yeork,
December 26th. In the face
of 12-day old invitation
to united action ard of the
many scores of qualified men
who have already volunteered
for the Debs' Brigade from
every working class party and
group, including manvy from
your own party, your action
can only be regarded as nar-
rowly partisan, dividing the
working class at a time when
unity of action is a vital ne-
cessity.

Today the workers of Spalr
are engaged in life and death

party has

our

struggle. Thousands of our
comrades have died in the
fight to erush fascism and

win victory for the workers of
Spain. The ijssue is a world
one in which aid for the Span-
ish workere depends on the
upnited and overwhelming ae-
tion of the organized workers

and their friends throughout
the world: and on that alone.
This is no time for partizsan-
ship.

The California State Execu-
tive Committee urgently ap-
peals to the State Executive

Committee of the Communist
Party to send represertatives
to meet with onr special com-
mittee alreadyr appointad for
this purpose 1mmediately so
that full plans for a united,
effective ecampaign can be
agreed upon. We are prepared
to meet at an hour's notice.
Comrades! Not only Spain,
but the world fight against
fasciam and the world advance

toward workers' power are at

stake! We cannot allow any
minor differences, any false
pride or lame excuse to ohbh-
struct our unity im acting to
meet the most important crisis
since 1917.

Hours are lives! All too

many of both have been wast-

ed. It liee in the power of
the State Executive Commit-
tee of the Communis: Party

to make a long stride toward
ending that waste today. Unite
with us to send hundreds, yes

thousands, for unity will make
thousands possible, of train-
ed working class fighters to
Spain!
Yours for International
Socialism,
GLEN TRIMBLE,
State Executive Secretary,

Soclalist Party of Calif.

hundreds |
agricul- |

! demands,
the UAWA as the sole bargaining
agent in all plants, when vice-preni-F
dent Knudsen gave the show away |
|by publication of

particularly the vicious ex-

that the problem of ithe
largely mig
the
as

of

deelared
landless
laborers of
gerious and nationally
ant as that the tenant
ers. They insisted that prob
lem Ig, above all, & lahor prob
lem and must be dealt with In
that light.

ratory, farm

southwest was as
import

farm
our

for the Socialist
Trimble presented a
program for federal ae-
tion after pointing out that 60
per cert of all persons epgaged
in California agriculture are farm
workers. This program included
a compiete of wage
and working conditions
labor In the gouthwest,
mediate federal hearings on this
problem to held in different
farm centers In the area and, on
this basis, the following specifie
action:
SOCIALIST PROGRAM

1. A minimum wage set at a
standard of health and

Speaking
Party, Glen
concerete

honr
farm
four im-

survey

of

he

decency

for labor on all farms where fed
eral subsidy or aid, direct or In-
direct ig given.

2. Extension of
(Continued on

the program
Page 3)

Stresses Necesslty Of
Union Organization
Campaign

Walter Cowan, vice-presi-
of the California Fede-
ration of Labor, in a speech
before the Socialist Forum in
San Francisco last Sunday
night, proved collusion be-
tween law enforcement ag-
encies and the growers and
shippers in California agri-
fields by documen-

dent

n|" gy
cultural

tary evidence. He also
stressed the great need for
industrial unionism in the

agricultural industry and de-
cried the lack of activity on
this score by the leadership
of the California Federation
of Labor.

Letters w
heriff of Contra Costa
purporting to show 1}
canization is effectiv
the gheriff's office, and printed
forms for migratory
gricultural for a black-
ist displaved by
evie that
ae the
iral in-

ritten by John Miller,
County,
or-

ely stopped by

aow labhor

Sortng®
workere
wWere

regis

systen
Brother Cowan lence
Miller working
agent of the largs
the state

as
WAaAS actively
agricult
terests in

SHERIFF'S LETTERS

One of Miller's letters outlined &
plan for stopping labor struggles
setting up & committee of farmers
long Iin advance of the to
meet regularly in order to be able
to check immediately form of
labor organization commit-
tee is to be appointed hy
the sheriff’as office

Another section of the plan con-
of registering worker
in the district in good old Hitler
style, and excluding all “undesir-
ahle This plan also in-
of all work-
10 organize.
aleo out-
ued on Page 2)

seasn

any
This
largel

sists every

" elements.

cludes the bilacklisting

#rg8 who show a desire
The

sheriff's

(Contin

letters

Truce Broken By

$262 a|

Double Cross Of
General Motors

Sit-down Strikers Hold Plants At Flint As
Knudsen Walks Out On Schedule
Conference With Union

The bigger the corporation—the bigger the double

Cross.
auto strike.
On last Monday,

That is the major lesson of the current

January

s of the

news

i8h, William S. Knudsen,

executive vice-president of General Motors threw down a

flat refusal of collective bargaining and walked
conference with Homer Martin,

ers’ head. The refusal was a di-
rect contradiction of
pany promises.,
Meanwhile the sit-down
at Flint Firher Body pl

2 “held the fort” and

gtrikers

1ts 1 :-'”‘

ared for

prepa

a long winter. Court injunetions,
bullets, tear gas and phoney prom
jmes have not moved them, So long
as they remain, the many million
dollar General Motors’ industry s
bottled up—tied tighter than a
drum. Both union and company of-
ficials know this.
TOO GREEDY

The union almost forgot It
though. Corporation officials prom
ised big things—provided the men

left the plante—and union officers
agreed. However greedy GMu
couldn’t hold its double-zross until
the deadline and the union caught

ion in time.

Hardly had the promise bheen
made to negotiate on eight union
including recognitinn of

twoe telegraph
messages.

The firet was from George Boy-
son, “founder” and president of the
“Flint Alliance,” a company im-

out of a

United Automohbile Work-

i

previous l'.-lll¢.;.:,u 1 vigilante group which is at-
tempting to provoke violence

against the union workers. The

telegram asked for a “collective

bargaining” conference. Knudsen,

only too-glad .of a conference in
which company representatives
would sit on both sides of the table,
wired back that “we stand ready al-

waye to discues with your group or

any group of our employes any
questions without prejudice to any-
one. We ghall notify you as soon
as possible as to time and place
for a meeting.’
IT ALL DEPENDS
This from the man who thirty
hours later refused to “discuss any
question” with the UAWA,

The double-cross was s0 obvious
that the strike strategy commities
promptly canceled its orders for
removing git-down strikers. Men in
the key Fisher Body plants prompt
ly sat down again and the biggest
tieup in auto history swung inte
another week.

Already all a‘tual auto work is
stopped. A few aays will see empty

| dealer’s showrooms throughout the

country.
The great showdown between the
(Continued on Page 2)
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LABOR ACTION

| United Action And
The Debs Column Ot Horrors

By CRARY TRIMBLE

Advoca‘es of “harmony at all
tosts” ltecome disturbed when |
Jne working-class organization

drings to light the mistakes, fail-
ings, and outright betrayalz of
sther working-class organizations. |
Thelr argument is that capitalism
ls the =remy.

The Socialist Party carries on
the campalgn agzainst capitalism |
In propaganda and action. Our |
pfforts in all mass organization
work are directed toward awaken-
Ing the workers to the fact that
their enemy is capitalism and
whoever defends any phase of
it. and that their only hope of
peciurity. peace, and freedom lies
in organized working-class action
to wipe out capitalism and set

up in its place a workers’ society
on Socialist prin
FOR UNITY OF ACTION

ples

Conzequently, we stand for
unity of action among working-
elass groups for the purpose of
gtrengthening the working-class
In its struggle agzainst capitalism
or against any of its various me-
thocs of exploitation It is on

that basis that the Soclalist Party
has supported and will continue

to support and initiate united ac-
tlon of various working-class or-
ganizations on specific working-
clasg isspes. But it cannot re-
mairn trus to the prineiples lald
down by Marx, Engels, and the
Great American Socialist, Eugene

V. Debs, If 2 an organization it
is willing to sacrifice the effec-
tiveness of working-class action

to & merely superficial *“‘ront” of
unity.

In eplte of the
avidences that the
Party is no longer
militant working-class
the face of capitalist
and organized opposition,
eialist Party acted
when it asked the Communist
Party leadershlp for co-opera-
tion ir support of the Dehs Col-
amn. Trained military men are
only one of the many needs of
the Spanish workerse in thelr
giruggle against fascism. but auo-
ceasfully filling that need will
mean both practical ald in the
workers' fight against capitalist-
fascisz: and a strengthening of
their courage tn earry on.

The invitation was issued to
an organization which elaims to
be a working-class pelitical party

-

many recent

Communist
interested in
action In
oppression
the So-
in good falth

pledged to Marxian principles.
United action would ald the
Spanish workers. Only with the

co-operation of all working-class
organizations ean the projeci be

thoroughly successful. Ths co-
operation of the Communist
Party would make possible a

mcre rapid mobilization before It
is all too late.

SABOTAGE OF C. P.
answer of the Communist
to this sincere

The

Party leadership

|appeal by the Socialist Party was

an editorial in the Daily Worker
calling the Debs Column a “pro-
vocation” (because it was im-

mediately opposed by a capitalist
government), and a hasty mar-
shailing of C. P. forces to confuse
the whole iesue and thereby sabo-

tage the campaign for the Debs
Column.

Their action can have no result
other than confusing the support-

ers of the Spanish worlkers, weak-

ening the support to be gained
for sending the Debs Column to
join the International Workers’
Brigade, and sabotaging iInterna-
tional working-class s=upport to
the Spanish Loyalist workers.
Any organization that is willing
to do that—is capabie of doing

that—MUST be exposed.

STILL URGE CO-OPERATION

United action for specific aid
in erises of the class struggle
doez not require that the or-
ganfzations see eye-t0-e¥e on 2any
other principle than the need
for united working-class support
of the given issue. We satill urge
the support of the Commnunist
Party in this project and will
work together in the most co-
operative manner poseible (o give
any and all kinds of effsctive aid
to the Spanish workers. If the
Communist Pariy continues its
direct sabotage of the Debs Col-
umn of fighting workers for
Spain, the Soeialist Party will
neverthelegs continue 1its cam-
paign to mend as many men AS
can be financed by the support
it can muster from other work-
ing-clase and friendly organiza-
tiors.

If the answar of the Communist
Party to a united front preposal
for much needed ald to Spalin Is
only a knife-thrust to internation-
al working-clasa seolidarity, eon
them rests the respensibility fer

|the black name they have oarned

by thele actions.

Automobile Truce Broken;
Strikers Holding Plants

(Continued from Page 1)
Clo
dustries, long expected in steel, is
now being fought out in autos.

The lineup of UAWA-CIO farces
Lias substantial backinrg. The 8o-
clalist and other working class ana

and the mass preduction In-

Progressive forces are supporting
the satrike with direct aid and
through the Conference for Civil
I'ights (meeting this week-end In
dilnt.) The Flint Federation of

fLabor has sndorsed the strike and
M= ready for a general strike if and

When necessary. F. X. Martel and
the Detroit Central Labor Counecil
I pudiated the strike-breakirg an-
< — —

INTERNATIONAL
HALL

236 VAN NES8S AVE.

Available for dances, banquats
and meetings.

Reasonable rentals. Specisl
rates for Jlabor organizations
having regular meetings.

HEmlock 7968

dav from
10 A. M. to 8 P. M. |

Phone

Open every

—

Labor Action Ball!

and
Gala Stage Show
Featuring the original

RED ORCHESTRA

Directad by A. Antonelll

Saturday Nite, Jan. 30
8:30 P. M. at

In ernational Hall
236 Van Ness Ave.
(adjoining City HalDh

TICKETS. 35 Cents

Obtainable at hall or Koblik's
Stationery Store, 1004 Fill-
more 3t. ‘
3 -l

OPEN FORUM

International Hall
2386 VAN NESS AVE.

NEXT SUNDAY, JAN.

Will speak in Enzlish on his
experiences in & German Con-
centration Camp where he
gpent two years.
ADMISSION, 15 CENTS
UNEMPLOYED FREE

Socialist Party, Sani |

24th

Auspices:

W

y 4+

nouncement of Frey and the A.
F. of L. Metal Trades Councll and
are gsupporting the strike. The
Cleveland Federation of Labor en-
doreed the strike.

Against the workers in solid ea-
pitalist array there are: The Gen-
eral Motors billion and a half cer-
poration; the vicious Flint “Jour-
nal” which for weeks conducted a
virtual lynch campaign against Roy
Renther and the bus driver atrik-
ers and is now transfering its GMC
controlled veromous pages to the
auto workers; the local Flint radio
station which refused workers’ cash
for radio time; the Flint Alllance,
and the general editorial columns
of the De‘roit and Chiecago press.

Catholic Bishop Gallagher of De-
troit last Sunday virtually con-
demned the sgtrikerg by accusing
the sit-downers in Fisher Body of
being on the road to ecommunism
because they violated the property
rights of GMC. This, however, does

not reflect the general Catholic
workers’ reaction.
WISER MEN
Auto workers of 1937 are muck

wiser than they were in March,
1934. They have not forgotten the
great Roosevelt deception of that
month. They want no more Waoi-
man Auto Labor boards, no arbi-
tration and no phoney agreements
unacceptahle to a majerity of the
membere of the UAWA locals.
They are wary of Governor Mur-
phy and general meddler, Ed. Mec-
Grady. In the words of one of the
chief union leaders, “Rather hon-
orable defeat {f it comes to pass
(and it won't) than another 1934

| betrayal.”

+ 23
THE MODERN
BOOK SHOP

| 1162 West Ninth St
j |t Los Angeles, Calif.

| A representative collection of |
liberal and marxist periodicals
and books. Classie and Cor-
| temm dOrary.

Just Off the Press

THE MOSCOW TRIAL

| By Max Schactman

Price 25 Ceonts

Visit our Circulating Library.
All Orders Promptly Fliled.
Open Daily from 9 "tll 9.

- |

Unemployed Comrades

can make money in full or
spare time by working for So-
ciaiism. For full information
write to Business Manager of
Labor Action at 236 Yan Ness

Ave., San Francisco.
[

iTells Story

In Germany

Refugee Speaksin Bay
Area on Fascist
Barbarities

Erich Rix, a member of the Ger-
man Transport Workere’ Unlon
and at one time editor of a trade
union paper in Germany, is trav-
eling in the United States in be-
half of the victims of German
Fascism. He spen' two years in
a conceptration camp. Brother
Rix remaining secveral weeks
in the Bay Area where he is help-
ing to organize an effective na-
tionwide German Anti-Nazi League

is

to connteract some of the work
of the paid Nazi agents in this
chuntry.

Brother Rix gave a speech under
the auspices of the Socialist Party
of East Bay at a public meeting
in Carpenters’ Hall, 763 12th St
Oakland, Sunday evening, Jan-
pary 17 at & p. m. on “Terror in
Nazi Prison.”

The foilowing week he will
speak in San Francisco at the So-
cfalist Party Forum at Interna-
tional Hall, 236 Van Nesz Avenue,
a2t 8 p. m.. on “Fascism: How It
Comes;’ How It Aects; How It
Looks From the OQutside.”

CONCENTRATION CAMPS

The labor movement is one of
the firet thinge that must be de-
stroved in a Fascist state, and

rother Rix speaks from his own
experience as an active trade un-
ionist condemned to two years in
a concentration camp prison.

“The prison to which I was as-
zigned.” he  said in an interview,
“was an ancient prison built to
hold from =22 to 1000 prisoners.

Because of the ‘over-crowding’
brought about by the wholesale
Nazl arrests, this prison now

houses from 3000 to 5100 prison-
ers regularly. On celebration days
when a ‘big shot' is due in town,
two or three *housand more are
added to the prizonere in this one
camp alone, and similar condl-
tlons prevail all over Germany.”

A concentration camp Is merely
a detention place for “surpects.”
Once charged, and the charges
are usually some form of tremsen,
the penalty it carried out {n some
other form. In other words, the
prisoners in eoncentration camps
are innocent vietims of the ter-
|roristic spy system which forbids
even “negative criticism.”

CRITICISM IS TREASON

Brother Rix explained that one
was guilty of negative eriticism
if he merely mentioned facts. “If
gnvone thould simply state that
the price of potatoes before Hit
ler came inte power wag 2%
marks and was now 7 marks, he
would Immediately be arrested
and imprisoned for six months.
If he were heard using those faets
to propagate sentiment against
Hitler or in faver of the old
regime, he would be guilty of
high treason and dealt with ae-
cordingly.”

Natri officials admitted that in
the first nine months of the ex-
istence of the corcentration camp
to which Brother Rix was eom-

mitied, there were 36 suicides.
Brother Rix himself, not eof =&
bsavy build by any means, lost

forty pounds during his imprisoen-
ment. He spent eight months In
solitary confinement a2nd at no
time was properly fed. He was
actually grateful for a chance to
“peel potatoes” when finally re-
leased from the deadly monotony
of ldleness and solitude.

Nazi{ “justice” is such that if a
| pereon suepected of treason is not
to be found, his relatives—even
distant ones—will be held gullty
and given punishment according-
lv. Even neighbora of the suspect
(if no family can be found) can
be taken to anawer for his crime.

A VICTIM'S FUNERAL

One harbor worker was execut-
ed for treason. Under present
yerman law, anyvcne who ex-
presses sympathy with such a viec-
tim by gzolng to his funeral is
himself guilty of treason. It is a
tribute to the courage of the Ger-
man workers that in this partii-
ular case, 4000 workers turned out
to the burial. Each one of them
was guilty in the eves of the law,
but since there were only 400 po-
lice available at the moment, only
400 were caught and given the
penalty.

Asked if the promise of “bread
to the people” had been fulfilled
by the Fascist regime, Brother
Rix gave an {llustratior of one
German worker with a wife and
/three children whose wages were
80 poor that the cnly time that
itamn_v had meat was Saturday
inlsht when they could go to the
store and bur one-half pound of
=I.he dry end of sausage.

Erich Rix will give more de
‘tails and facts regarding the op-
‘eration of Fascism, as it affecta
the working class, in the meet-
'Inzs which have been anuounced
|tor Oakland and San Francisco.

| NEW ADDRESS

| New address for State Office,
Labor Action, Young People's
Socialist League, and 8an Fran-
| cisco Local! of the Socialist
|| Party after January first will
be 236 VAN NESS AVENUE,
8an Francisco.

 —

CHICAGO SOCIALIST NOTES |

General Membership

Meeting
The Coek County (Chicago)
Executive Committese has sum-

moned a strictly red card mem-
bership meeting to discuss ques-
tions of Socialist policy and in-
terpretation onm the Civil War in
Spain to be held Sunday, Janu-
ary 24th, at 2:30 p. m., in the
Jugoslavy Federation Labor Home
at 2301 South Lawndale Avenue
(Take Douglas Park ‘L’ to Lawn-
dale stop). The speakers will be
Ernest Erber, National Chairman
of the Y.P.S.L. and John Mill, one
of the founders of the Polish
Bund.

Socialist Party members and
YPSL members in Cook County
who are prepared to do volunteer
work in ald of the organization
drives in steel, rubber and auto
industriezs are to report to Ber-
nard Kirby, newly designated di-
rector at the County Office, 35
&. Dearborn St.

Thomas to
Speak

The Chicago reception for Com-
rades Roy Burt and Frank
Trager, new national Party sec-
retaries, has been postponed from
January 23rd to February 10th.
Norman Thomas will be the fea-
tured speaker. The Reception will
take place at a banguet at the
Workers Lyceum on Hirsch
Boulevard and the Italian Com-
rades who made the Chicagzo re-
ceptions for Mcdigliani and Ar-
gelica Balabanoff memorable af-
faires promise to outdo them-
selves on the menu which they
are in complete charge of.

Comrade Thomas will speak
three times in Chicago under
Party auspices during the week
of February 7th to 14th. On Tues-
ilay, February the 9th, he will be
featured at a meeting in support

of the Eugene Debs Column to
Spain on Chicago’'s south side,
probably at Shotwell Hall. The

lbanquet at Hirsch Center for
Burt and Trager is set for the
IlOth. On Sunday afternoon, Feb-
jruary the 14th, at the Capitol
| Building Comrade Thomas will
addresg a mass meeting on the
question of political asylum for
|Trotsky and the question of in-
ternational labor inveatigaiion of
the past and future Moscow
trials.

The Chicago Party is in the
process of an organization drive

to mobilize its strength in the
labor movement for a forward
drive of the Party. Socialist

Leagues of Office Workers, Radio
and Electric Workere and Pocket-
bopk Workers have been formed
and other groups are on thelr
way. The |Illinnis State Oiffice
has just loaned it Red Speclal
sound truck and state organizer,
Ei1 Adams to the Detroit So-
cialists and auto strikers.

Fifty dollars was raissd at the

Chicago Erber meeting for the
Debs Column.
Lenin-Liebknecht

Meeting

On January 23 the Chicago
Distriet of the Young People's

Socialist League and the Socialist
Party are holding
meeting commemorating Lenin,
Liebknecht and Luxemberg. Na-
than

representing the Socialist Party
are the two speakers.
The meeting will be held at

Roosevelt Hall, 3437 Roosevelt at

$:00 p. m. |
In view of the imminence of
war, the recent Anglo-French

proposal for intervention in Spain.
and the increased war prepara-
tions of the United States’ gov-
ernment this meeting wiil be par
ticularly significant.

The Socialist Party is carrying
{on the traditions of Lenin, Liebk-
necht and Luxemburg. All work
'ers in Chicago should rally to
this meeting, building a mighty
defense against imperialist war.

an anti-war |

Gould, Executive Secreur_vl
of the YPSL. and Albert Glotzer, |

Legislation
IsPutUpTo
F. L. Solons

By JULES GELLER

ST. PAUL. —Farmer La-
bor governor-elect Elmer A.
Benson responded to the
mandate of an overwhelm-
ling labor vote with many
sweeping proposals for labor
legislation in his inaugurai
address, January 5, before
the newly convened F. L.
legislature in St. Paul. It re-
Imains to be seen what the
legislature will do with the
proposals.

Of immediate interest are Ben-
son's proposals to abolish the crim-
inal syndicalist law, and to outllaw

the use of thugs and strikebreakers
in labor struggles.

GOVERNOR'S PROPOSALYS

The legislative program outlined
by the incoming governor proposed
further:

1. An amendment to authorize
the tixing of maximum hours
and minimum wages.

3. Extension of the mortgage mo-
ratorium.

3. Exemption of homestead tax
under $4,000.

4. Increase of iron ore tax akout
200 per cent.

5. Placement of net income tax
on mining corporations.

The governor's address also urg-
ed the passage of the AYA, the
Frazier-.Lundeen =social security
bill. government conirol and owner-
ship of federal reserve banks and
many other demands on Congress.

It is estimated that Benson's
suggested legizlation would boost
the state tax load to the tune of
£10.600,000 a year. Heavy taxing
of iron or@ and. chain store inter-
|ests would cover this additional
tinancing.

Rouncﬂng’ Up The I—nnocents

I The Action Army

We have evolved a plan to get 1,000 new <
and at the same time assure a steady medium
to support Labor Action in the coming weeks,

It is simply this. We are making a spe
cent three month triz! subseriptions. The
printed on stamped post-cards and sell .t

Rix to Speak at -+ >
Sunday ‘Vight

Open Forum

Every Sunday evening, at 8§ p. m.
Local San Francisco of the Social-
ist P’arty conducts an Open Forum
at International Hall, 236 Van Ness
Avenue,

Lest Walter
Cowan proved extremely iuterest
' ing. ard neatructive.
The question and discussion

week's forur: with

educational
period
was lively and manifested a deep
interest in the subject of Cowan's
address—the plight of the agricul-
tural workers and how to heip or-
ganize ic this field.

Next Qpen Farum will take placs
on Sunday evening, January 24th.
Eric Rix, for twenty years a Ger-
man Trade unionist, spent two
years in a Hitler Concentration

Camp. He will tell of his experi-| bang.
ences and give a general view of|
what life under a fascist dictator-

ship means to a radical worker.

Rix will apeak in English. All party | cards,

and YFPSL members are urged tn
attend this important forum. Also
bring your friends.

100 LABOR ACTION BUILD
ER8. For information read the
| ACTION ARMY colump.

1he Lowdown on the League Against War and Fascism

reason for this is obvious.

the wideat possible base for pon- 4 =

# — —
THE AMERICAN LEAGUE AGAINST WAR AND FASCISM, By the 1934 Congress, the So-
By Hillman H. Bishep, Collegs of City of New York. vist - Toloh  had “shotered e
REVIEW BY :JOHN ARLINGTQN ! League of Nations and it wag no
Of all those numerous “mass” and “united front’” or- jonger possible for either the
ganizations initiated by the Communist Party in the past party or the League to make
14 vears, the American League Against War and Fasciam aay further attack upon “this
has been by far the most impressive and successful. The mouthplece of the imperialist
Its ostensible purpose forms powers.” Tha League of Nations
- had now Dbeecome a bulwark

against war and fascism.

ular—particularly liberal and paci-
tist—suppert. Almost sveryone Is
opposed, in the abstract, to both
war and fascism. And since the
rise of Hitlerism and the Japa-

nese invasion of Manchuria in
1932, this opposition has crystal-
lized into a steadilv mounting

apprehension in labor, liberal and
pacifiat-religious circles espe-
cially perhaps, in Jewish circles.

The American League was the
offepring of the new 1933 Comin-
tern
above and below' through which
Russian diplomacy sought new
“demoeratic” allies against Japa-
nese-German aggression. At no
time since its organization has
there been the slightest illusion
among Informed radicals gener-
ally as to its real nature and pur-
pose. In fact, it Is only during
the past vear and a half, and in
compliance with a still newer
Comintern line, that the Commu-
nist Party Itself has gone to the
trouble of camouflaging Iits com-
plete control of the League—
though it has preferred, as a rule,
to speak of this c¢ontrol as
“leadership.” And it has
during this perind that the League

like the Party. has had its great-

ezt guccess among liberals and re-
ligious pacifists. It is to these
laiter-day innccents that a recent
study of the League, made by a
liberal instructor of the College
of the City of New York. is pri-
marily addressed.

An Anti-Fascist Analysis
Of the League

! This etudy called “The
Leagne Against War and Fas-
cism™ and ig written by Hiliman
M. Bishop., of the Government
Department of City College. The
author was a member of the
Anti-Fascist Association of the
staffs of City College and was
one of a Committee appointed to
investigate affiliation of the As-

|sociation with the American
League in 1935. "“The case pre-
sented by the League's repre-
sentatives.” say the authoer,
“seemed, om the surface, rather
plausible.” The Committee rec-
ommended affifliation. Later, his

!suspicions aroused by the list of
the League “trade unfon affili-
ates.” Dr. Bishop made an ex-
tended Investigation of the sub-
| jeet. Hia coneclusionc are based
|on “documentary evidence largely
|from sources friendly te the
League” and are embodied m the
present report.

| The 46.page study is as detailed
land well-documented as a Ph.D.
| thesis—though far more interest-
ing—an s iszued ta the mimeo-

grapied, hius-coverad Sermat B

line of the “united front from |

been |

| miliar on every campus. Some of

| the chapter headings convey the
| gcope of the inquiry—Genesis and |
| cause of the Franco-Soviet Mill-
| Program of the League; How the

| History of the American League;

Communiet Party Controls the
| League; Its Undemocratie Struc
| ture; The Innocent Front; The.
League’'s Attitude Toward Com-

raunist Opposition Groups; and an
analvsis of its “trade union sup-
port.”

Coming from that very type of
anti-fascist liberal to whom so
' much of the League's appeal hat
been directed. Dr. Bishop's report
cannot be dismissed as the prod-
uct either of a ‘“red-baiter’” or 2
“gectarian” opposition
Though he proves conclusively
that the League is now and al-
ways has been under
CP domination, this is not the
part of his study which is of
primary interest to Socialiste and
radical trade unionists. Soclalist
| refusal to affillate with

Imzu-il_v upon the fact that it is
| Communist-controlled.
' Socialists and other radicals

have cooperated imn aumerous spe-

cifle united fronts—defense com-
mittees, atrikers aid. student
| etrikes, unemploved demonstra-

tione, etec.—which has been domi-

| nated by the CP and have carried |

on a struggle for internal demoe-
'ravy within such united fronte.
Socialist eriticism of the League
{has beem based rather om the
lfaa that the Leagu'e program
(like the Communist party line

which it imitates even In its ia- 'group that hams ever participated |

|consistencies) {8 neither funda-
'mentally anti-war nor anti-fazcist,
(but 18 merely a psendo-pacifist
lextension of the Soviet bureaue-
racy’'s dipiomatic maneuvers for
the maintenance of the interna-
tiona]l status quo. It iz also, of
| course, a highly profitable recruit-
ing and fund-raisipg adjunet for
the CP.

The League Follows The

| Party Line

| Im support of his econtention
that “even in Ite contradictions
the League program s modealed
after that of the CP and every

turn in the CP position on war
'and fascism in the last three and
{a half years has been followed
by a similar turn in the League
position,” Dr. Bishop cites the
following evidence:

At the first League Congress
in 1933, the League program fol-
lowed the old Party line of oppo-
sition to alt imperialist wars and

the League of Nations and the
Kellogg Peace Pact as effective
instruments far pease.

»

| Versailles

radical. |

complete |

| says Dr. Bishop,

the |
League has not been based pri-

iespecially in ite denunciation of to

By the 1935 Congress, another
right-about-face was necessary be-

tary Pact. France, chief defender
of the status quo created by the
Treaty and only the
year before “a leader in the
preparations for imperialist war”
was now a custodian of democ-
racy., The Ameriean League an-
dorzed the Franco-Soviet paet as
part of the ‘‘peace policies of the
Soviet Union.” It furthermore fol-
lowed the party lilne in its new
dictinetion between
and “defensive” wars. The new
program called for the support of
“all peoples (not merely colonial
peoples) who uare
ploitation, aggression and sup-
pression by imperialiat powers.”
By taking out the wcrd “colonial”
and adding the word “aggression.”
the latest turn
of the Comintern is Included in
the League prograin so neatly
that probably few of the delegates
present saw the implications.

And, the author adds, “After
agreeing to support ‘defensive
wars’ there there is only one
further steap—support for prepa-
rations for defensive wars.” In
Czocho-Slovakia, the Communist
Party has already taken this atep.

How the Party Controls The
| League; the Innecent Front

| That part of the Bishop report
| outlining methods by which the
| CP controls the American Leazue
'is no newe to any working class

It
to
the

in “united front” movements.
|should be of interest, however,
ithn real innocents among

'lliberals, pacifiste
Ilecretarlea who meet every criti-
cism of the League by the naive
declaration that the Communist
| Party delegates econstitute a small
'minority at Leagus Congresses.
'Even if this were the truth,
would mean nething to those whko
know how a small, united, dis-
|elplined “fraction”
| when it works in cooperation with
a few supposedly “liberal” stooges,

can control an unorganized, am-
orphous majority—a aituation
which applies not only to the

‘Lelu'ne but t¢ all Communist in-
itiated ‘“united fronts.” As Earl
Browder points out in hia Commu-
niem In the United §tates: “In
|the eenter, as the comscious mov-
|ing and directing force of the
|un|ted front in all its phases,
stands the Communist Party.”
But an analysis of the delegates
the seeond Congress reveals
the fact that “over 70 per cent
of the total number of delegates
yopresantsd the OF o oud of a

“aggressive”

resisting ex- |

and Y.W.C.A. |

i€

especially |

numerous -Aisguises—the ILW.O.,

LL.D., T.U.CL. and other purely
alphabetical combinations.” (The
Party had over 100 of wmsuch
“mass” affillates in New Yerk

Clty at this time and thelr num-
her has Inecreased during the past
vears.) The non-partisan
camouflage was supplied by sueh
well-krown “liberal” friends as
Harry F. Ward. Roger Ba'dwin
and Lincoln BSteffens.
Leaders of the League
usually concede that up 1o
past year, the League has
longed to the
bag and haggage, but wili
that at the third Congress held

two

will
the
be-

in January. 1936, a ren:'nnlza-h"'b“”"‘ now. And put ¥
|tion took place which “broadened |d0WD
the League's base” and lured im
liberals |

a sufficient number of
and trade unioniste to remove tha
posgsihility of Communist control.
Harry F. Ward has been the chief
' apostle of this message to Ephes!-
ans, but Dr. Bishop disposes of
the argument with little difficulty.
ILii»w the Party line, the League
lbaae has certainly been broad-
|ened—broadened to the point
| where—Ilike the Party line—It {e
neither anti-war nor anti-faseist.
This is hardly a change which
will recommend it to revolution-
ATy workers. The Communist

Party continues to hold the reins. |

Names On the Letterhead

There is no space here to g0 |

linto the history and analysis of
the Communist Party's general
“united front” tactics: the gcope

of its organization periphery: Itﬁ'

frank admission in an editoria}
| addressed to the “Militant Sec-
| cialist” (Dally Worker, Fab. 1838)
“You are wrong if you think we
have given up “the ynited front

|from below”; the methods by [
which it has manipulated the
| American League. The Bishop

| study discusees these lszues with
|a wealth of quotations. It closes
however with & bit of editorial
comment which indicates that the
:_wrlter POEsesses more peychologi-
' cal Insight than is usual in acade-
mic circles. He pays:

“There are, of course, many
non-Communists In the l.eague
who are not influence. by the
desire for office and who are
fully cognizant of the nature
of the League. . . ., Bome of
| these are individuals without
any definite politzal convictions
whose sympathles are vaguely
with the left. To many such
individuals, the authoritarian
leadership of the Communist
Party has a definite attraction,
Those who do not care to think
through difficult political ques-
tions for themselves frequently
find It comforting to follow au-
therity.”

And he adds, perhaps facetl-
ously: “Other non-Communists
may be drawm into the organiza-
tion by the names which appear
en the 409 of the letterdead?®
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our new plan hecomes
fective. Meanwhile we
money to keep go'mg ou a
keal. Though our appeal !
taining fund members hn
gone unheeded, it has no: b
the necessary resul!s.

BOmMe

For two months Labor A
has heen appearing and ‘u
eeived a warm recep'ion al
the ecountry. Laber Actle
filled a long feit need of '
cialist pnd lahor moevement
west.

Our appeals for suppor
net gone unheeded. C(om
made sacrifices and gave
Ingly that Labor Action m'f
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Erber Come
To Califorr
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Ernest Erber, Natio:
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returned from Spa'n o'
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fn Callfar
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League members are p a8
symposiums
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speaking dates for toe #5°
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Page Three

Bocuments Reveal the Conspiracy Against Agricultural Labor'

Yowan Shows Plot
10f Public Officials

To Crush Unions

Letters of Contra C

osta Sheriff Explain

Elaborate Scheme to Blacklist
Agricultural Workers

from Page 1)
for “dealing with”
= who attempt to
' territory to organize
8 According to the
organizers are per-
=3 the workers, but
out of sight of
ar: followed, ar-
F | i
sgANIZERS “DISAPPEAR”
- to Brother Cowan, or-
+ been known to dis-
| w3 and weeks under
procedura,
3 of the letters and
tion cards and the
be carried by all
rkers appear on
this issue of Labor

are

-

- van, who has been
n any other trade-
the state in organizing
orkers, outlined the
«irugglegs In Orange
Salnas, and called at-
short-comings of the
rations in those com-
to lack of the indus-
organization or any
ter covering all
A VOIKers.
. of L. convention in
ir Cowan appeared
resnlutions committee
zrapting of an inter-
el for agrieuitural
ring ftield, packing,
ping, & innery workers.
MEETING OF UNIONS
g in this, Cowan persuaded
fan Francisco Laber Council
g meeting of all agricultural
; s in the state in San Francis-
y relinquish the fed-
«ndent charters
8 wide charter cover-
4 ltural workers in the
niA.

. in an effort to per-|

|
in

Iront was levied at the last conven-

tion of the California Federation of
:I.ahor for the purpose of organiz-
| Ing agricultural workers, Mr. Cow-
an sald the State Federation has
taken no action. He uvrged that all
| trade unionists press the matter in
| their local unions and send letters
| to the executive council of the
California cederation of Labor de-
manding action.

| He said that had the state fed-
| eration followed the mandate of the
union membership the Salinas fi-
!:\:’-r‘ﬂ could not have taken place
and that the agricultural workers
would now hbe prepared for the
struggles to come shortly in Qrange
county and elsewhere.

|
COMMENDS SOCIALIST PARTY

Mr. Cowan commended the So-
cialist Party for the work in the
Los Angeles and Orange County
| strikes and in the Salinas situa-
| tion.

“I used to be prejudiced against
the Socialist Party.” he said, “bnt
after the splendid work its mem-
bers did in the Orange County
strike, 1 took a different attitude.”

He added that, unlike other po-
litical organizations, the Socialist
Party had done its work for no
partisan gain, but had stepped into
the forefront of the struggle for
the purpose of winning Immediate
economic gains for the workers,

It is important for all trade un-
fons to take up this matter of agri-
'rullural organization and force the
exseutive council of tle California
Federation to take immediate ac-
| tilon. It is important that all work-

ers flood the office of the various !

officials of the federation with de-
mands for action. It i{s essential
that other strike-breaking plans
such as those of the gherlff of Con-
tra Costa County be fought with
rthe organized might of the workers

a per capita tax of one of California.

five Damn
40n Farm

ing Facts

Labor At

] from Page 1)
‘ederal ecamps for
K m the present to
] to

These

necessary
housing.
trolled by the

just as the
ntrol their hir-

for providing off

zes an. gardens

farm workers.

¥ upported by the
and the

unions, is

off season
ive farms
wer seasonal

op-
indi-
which
1n-

' : ta of the right of
ing far the agri-
& unions.
QUESTION
’ 1estion,”
, s+ not, however, that
: for aiding the ex-
workers, but THE
machainery. So
nid county authori-

agri- |

Trimble |

'I ties maintain control, the best
machinery in the world will be
twisted to their objective of
| terrorizing the workers into
cheap and “contented” slavery.
“1f the Government has any se-
rious intention of attempting to
goive this greatest gingle labor
problem In the southwest. [t must
recognize that planning must be
undertaken on the bhasis of the
entire area of farm labor migra-
tion, which ineludes California,
Nevada, Utah, Colorado. New
Mexico and Arizona. Control and
administration of the plan must
'be on the same area basis, not
| delezated to local or state au-

| thoritiee, and the growing farm
| workers’ unions must be recog-
| nized and glven a full voice in

i planning and administration.”
Reactlonary “Associated Far-
| mer" speakers made little im-

| pression and no serious sugges- |

wWas
labor

which
by

| tions at the hearing
| completely dominated
representatives.

| 3&)--_\ Year Of Labor

l-’rogress In Minneapo]is

ir of great laber
nneapolis, accord-
ear's summary in
s l.abor Review.
itement President
Vice President Boer-
linneapolis Central
leclare that “the
militancy that has
rkerg of Minneapo-
i'ried them along
.- vrogress and in the
. : ‘ring even greater
orzanized workers
18 a whole.”
Hor Welr of the C.
that “judging from
of the Minneapo-
véement in the last

in 1937 1t will
i _ greater triumphs.
: loereasing member-
and power Minneapo-
making bright
history and will
io so."
© flllllard Smith of the
uion, Local 382, re-
progress of both
131%, the latter

., ‘mental Iron Work-
= Walter Frapk, business

Iz every reagon |

|agent of the Lathers Union re-
[ports for the Jjoint organizing
committee of the Lathers ond
jother bullding trades unjons:
|“There are 700 more members in
the Carpenters Union alone.”
Such ia the tenor of the reports
of Sander Genis of the Amalgza-
mated Clothlng Workers, Peter

i“'arhol and Luff Anderson of the

[Upholsterers Union. and Kelly
and Aslasson of the Miscellaneous
| Workers.

BtG YEAR FOR DRIVERS

Farrel. Dobbs, secretary of the
General Drivers Unlon, Local 544,
reports for the Teamsters Joint
Council. No. 32 (Minneapolis):

“A review of events during 1936
indicates the greatest progress in
many years among the unions af-
i1filiated with the T. J. C. Never
betore has there been such a

among all the drivers unions. The
most important single event of
the year in the driving trades
was the restoration of internal
peace through the amalgameation
of locals 574 and 500 into the new
General Drivers Union, Local 544.
The eignificance of this is over
shadowed ealy by the geaeral

<

John A

CONTRA COSTA

Gentlesan:

In connection with your request as to

MILLER

SHERIFF

COUNTY

MARTINEZ CALIFOFNIA

Teo;ncme Marines 51

ieformation regarirg the plae

used by this County in the interest of incustrial pedce, se are pleased
to give you herewith s fes of the major pertions of thte plan.

|
At the ocutset )
can ellectiv

o¢ of employment,

et mo say that no plan
T

for labor and incdustrisl peace

unilees startec far in advacce of a kmewn per-

tbat 18, insofar as fruit harverticg Is coocerted,

Te will use, for exacple, the apricct
June 2% until July 0.

harvest which runs normally frea

The first movezent then 18 the organizing ir the

winter scnths of s group we here named the "Lisble Valley Public Relations
Committee™ compcsed of five small ranchers selected by the Cheriff, five
large fursers sslected by the farn crganizaticr.s and five merchents er
lsboring men selected by the ten furmers — these fifteen men form a
comnittee which meets wonthly pricr tc the barvest seascn and waekly

Just before the season comes an.

They alsc are available for service

for special meetirgs at sll times, day er pight.

[}

This group, far in acvance ~f the harvest Scn, goes into gve

connaction with the varicus requirezents, wages, camp conditions, pubd-

r—RoC L it Y
Liiclﬁ policy and gl) cther maticrs cricr tc the actual plicking season —
s w

&Y, &n equjtsble wage scale, fair to all concerned, is eet and

agreed upon to the satisfaction of the entire community.

The nex

ve e the r

glving the worker hie carc of identification, and no

istration of eve

fruit worker in he district,

r rower s & man
urless he has such a card -- the systes contemplates s copy of the regis-

tration in the heads of the registrxticn hesdguarters,

and one to the farmer.

cne to the Sheriff

The utilisaticn cf this methcd gives me and ny

officers complete surveillance over every fruit worker in tke district,

and as the season rrogresses, we make

8 daily round of the ¥ it

workers in the community, assking thee
weal work, advising them that {t

will

bave registered and if they
be necestary to ster; ctherwise,

they will not be needed in the community. You can eee that at cncs we

pm—

have complete comtrel of the situaticn and can cheose cur werkere from

those whc have had past good reccrcs,

ag st the expiration of the picking

season, eech furmer makes a repert on his regietration sheet ehowing
at which type of work the worker ie proficlent, how much he was paid and

what type of work he produced.

scnally, never leaving night cr day,

scrier perecnally, giving him & hearty bancelasp and a happy emile.
the seascr begins, [ don my working clothes and ge out on to the ~wnches,
plcking & little frult with each worker or giving nlm a happy seile —

in my boyhcod days I ves a farm boy myself, and I realize the vslue of &
salle given tc the fruit werrer under conditiens which he cperates, and
Fln this way we tend to inject contentasnt and happiness.

As & side light to the situation, cur office dees nct wait until the fruit
seascn le upon ug, but severnl weeks prior to the seascn I have est up &
tesporary office in the midst cf the effectec are: and have gene there pare

in a sincere 2ffort to contact esch
Ao

Tou may be surpriced to know that in the past eever:l eseascns tb: frult
workers at Brertwcol have actually been proud to possess a card of regls-

traticon and there hae been not the least sign of laber treuble

n the

district — understend me, it is lisble to happen at any time ‘r these

uzrestful cays, bul I find that constant v
scienticus desire really tc do cur_jobms given us

to realis r Tond hcpe cof

no results can be expected, and it takes the fair Juagpent cof not cnly
the farwer and the worker but the autherities as well, and T believe herein
1ie¢ your troublee in meny other eounties, for without criticiam, let m»

ilance om our parts and a ¢ene
asslstacee
'peace cn earth - good will to men!,

§ personally a "

say frunkly that sany of the peece authcrities do not get to werk until

the fire has burned cdomm the building
8 fire before it gets too much of a

ead @ta

— here we mere st

and while we have bees

L]

successful in the past, all I ocanm do is to ainccrely hope that cur efforts
will meet vith the same ccoperstion and succees in the future.

rime-29

3 }Vuy truly yours,

rhian 21T )ihlian,

Jebn A, Miller, Sheriff
Contra Costs Ceunty

John A.

MILLER

SHERIFF

CONTRA COSTA COUNTY

IFORNIA

Tesprcae Mamnas 81

Gentleies

“onceming your lettar of Kovesmber 22, please be acviaed that
we nave forvarded to you in prior commuri- tions s specisen of our

reglstration systea which you asked

for.

regarding outsice organicers who cose inte ‘he territery, this

offica feels they have a rizht to come {n and talk to
have 1 ~L7ht to hire a nall to speik to thea,
Doxes and scaress 3 group from a street corner or in tie

i ‘D_IE‘

incivicuals or they

but whare they get ud on
cpen, the

pre )

scple of Brentwood take the position Us.i these pecp.e ars

citing riot

Ji

d are cisgurbiag the peace of tne re:lce ts of

the commmi ind so

13

*rafore they Swe:ir ocut s w prant upon thut basis,

It is upon the serving of the marrant

nc the method used that

Lie paace offlcer either makes or breats the case, and if an “rrest is ride
it the tisze that the soup box orater ir In *he midet of hia oraticn, the
pesce cfficer (mredi.tely ;ute every luet one of tae hearers againet him,

anc therefore the pecce officer bless up *he en®ire el tion.

Mg attack

the matter ir an ectirely dffferen: wey af frllows: the -e-lcent ¥wears

cut & warrent fer dicturnire the pesce; cur officers

- & s

greter undes surveill-ree curire “he time he -~akes the oratice; »e allow

his to finish; we »ctch him carefull

/, &n° when he ;els alone sczeshere

amay fooz th

than most resce officers use, “ut bty
the belllserert attituce cf the mrb
entire ~roceedings ic to

x £:9 { £e, we vlace Tic uncer rrect
Jajl. VYou will ncte that this is en entirely

ave the ach »ith you

nc Ure him to the County
cifferert type el procecire
ez loying it, we abscluiely elicinate
nd in this way the paychology of the
~nther then rgalnat ycu.

AThet ¢ a rut shell 46 the secrrt of our puccess nt Erentrood oore than

anything else)

ery truly youra,

(obon G 17 )2thers

ACOREes  tims siewaninar

Teeeav Too onv

O D WATSON—AGONYRATION RECORD

{ employed 1 agres that the Employer haas the right to diechargs me af apy ''ma with
Out Fmuse Or previous ootice. that If [ quit or am discharged (or ARY remson * halagsver
1 will ramave mysel! oy family mnd my belongings ‘rom the quarters {rnighed by Em-
ployear and frem kis land tiat if 1 do nat do s apon varbsi demand by Employsr Em-

ployer aball have the right o removs my belongicgs from his land using whaTovep
means Dacaasary 'S d0 a0 provided bowever that Emplayer abs!l not beobligntis! L) res
move thed further than the nsarest public highway

VVVWTRAVION AND SrENATURE OF TWiS SSRTENENY OOR0 HO” 1MMY ACTUAL ENMLOTHENT

This Certifien: that

HONATUM OF HOLDE

Darg |
Date Expire

] Attest:

has brem duls recitered by the Diakla Vafey Pablir

Crmmitiee

Registrar

[
1
|
i

Labor Press

Music for the Labor Aclion Press
Ball to be held on January 30th at

International Hall, 236 Van Ness
Avenue, will be supplied by A. An-
tonelli's Red Orehestra. This unique

orchestra, the only one of its kind
in the West, is made up of revolu-
tionists and anti-fascists.

Their purpose 1a to aid the work-
ing class struzgle for liberation.
Comrades and f{riends who attend-
ed the Labor Action bangquet Ip
November will remember the lively
dance tunes and revolutionary
songs played by these musiciana.

Besides music and dancing, a
special program is being prepared
| by the cecmmlittee in charge to con-
sist of dramatic preszentations and
other offerings.

Tickets for this affair are only

or at Koblik's, 1004 Fillmore St

1934

[truck drivers' strike of

which changed the whole atritude’
sent |

(of labor to unionization and
'a surge of organizational stimu-
Ilug through Minneapolis and the
entire northwest.

“The new union, Local 544, was

]
immediately challenged by the or-|

ganized employers, and after a
smashing union victory in a seven
weeks' strike against the whole-
sale grocery employvers, the bosses
were completely convinced
Local 544 waa made of the same
llstuﬂ as old Local 574. On the
|heels of this victory came a flood
of negotiations with employers,
and each week has =een new con-
|tracts signed and placed In the
union files. Among the signers
!are the department stores of the
city. including that of the Davton
Company, which for too longz a
[time had successfully opposed the
iunionlntlon of Its employes.
“Local 544 now holds contracts
‘eovering a wide group of loesl
irdustries such as coal, grocery,
{truit and produce, liquor,
|furniture stores. package deliv-
| greenhouses, newspapers,

|ery,
|spring water, cold storage, aunto

|
|

'and gravel, excavating and grad-
ing, prepared concrete, lumber
snd wrecking, waste paper. trans-
fer, and scores of small groups
and miscellaneous individual en-
terprises. The members of Local

a25¢ and can be obtained at the hall

that |

taxi, |

broad and consistent development jaccessory, building material, sand |

Red Orchestra Labor Organizers Are

Federal Hearing will Play For

Labor organizers are “bums”—
in Orange County, California,
proof of this can he found on
the sheriff’s records of December
31st in the county jail in Santa
Ana, California. Here the entry
appears: WilKam Velarde and
Joe Espinoza; charge—vagrancy;

1thorities of Orange County will!I At San DiegO

leave nothing undone to keep Ve- |

sentence—00 days.

| The circumstances are well
known. Driving alonz a public
highway In Velarde's car during |
the atrike in Orange County last
summer theze men were picked
up and charged with vagraney.
Velarde has part interest in a
grocery store and both the men

had small sums of money on their
persong at the time of arrest. But

| behind these

more important, and this really
constitutes their crime, they are
president and organlzer respec-

tively of the Agricultural Work-
Union.
TWO APPEALS DENIED

Numerous efforts have been
maide to ohtain the release of the
men. Two appeals were made,
one to the Appelate Court of Or-
ange Counnty, the other to the
District Court of Appeals now
gitting in Fresno. Both of these
appeals were denied. At present
the XNon-Partisan Labor Defense,
Los Angeles Branch of the Work-
erg Defense League is attempting
to eecure thelr releaze hy a writ
of habeas corpns in tte Federal
Court in Los Angeles.

On their first day in the hos-
pitable bastille of Orange Counnty
the Sheriff took time off from
his pinochle game sufficiently
'long to come over to Velarde and
Espinoza and smirk genially,
“Well you mo.b.'s we've [finally
got you in.” The worst cell in
the place was reserved for our
friends; for, you 8ee, they were
guilty of the most heinous crime
of any In jall at the time. Pick-
pockets, drunks and peeping-toms
are fine upstanding citizens in
Orange County compared with
!thﬂe two leaders of the workers.
| NEW CHARGES HINTED

One of th= officials of Orange
County, was heard to say: “Those
s.0.b.’s (that is Orange County
language for wunion organizers:
think we're th-ough with them
now after they have served their
ninety days. But walt, we will
| have another smrprise in store
for them.”

It is not clear X these worda
mean that a criminal syndicalist

ers’

544, which numbers in the thou- |indictment is being prepared for
sands, has almost doubled since | Velarde and Espinoza. But one
August 1, 1936.7 qung is perfectly clear. The au-

| distinguished by
' of

larde and Espineza from organiz-
ing the agrieultural workers of
California. In jail they are very
valuable to the squires of the |
citrus industry. They stand as a |
warning to anyone who attempts
to help the Mexican, American

and Filipino field workers of that
district.

In Orange County thev think
that Velarde and Espinoza are
just two bums picked up on a
vag charge. They don't know that
bhehind those hars are marshalled

|thousande, hundreda of thousands,

spirit
They
and

who stand in
two "‘bums.”
don’t realize that Velarde
Espinoza are hostages from a
mighty army and not just two
vags that ought to be put away
for a long time.

What can you do about it? Sit
down and write a letter to Joe
Espinoza or Bill Velarde, Orange

of workers

County Jail, Santa Ana, Califor-
nia. Tell them youll be glad
when they get out. Wrlte some

local newe of a lahor kind. Flood
the jail with lettera go that the
prizsoners will know: so that the

. postman and the jailer will know

| that

a
section
siders

certain fairly numerous

of the population con-
Santa Ana to be unjustly
belng the host
two honored and respected
members of the working class.

What else can you do about {t?
We rpeed money to carry on this
appeal. Send us a dollar or five
or ten. Maybe you or your union
organizer will he the next to be
called a “vag.” Help us to smash
the Californla Vagrancy law. Send
your contribution to Non Partisan
Labor Defense, Room 303, 124 W.
6th =street, Los Angeles, Call-
fornia.

Chicago Printers
Want New Daily

CHICAGO, IlL.—The Ilinotype
workers on Chicago newspapers
have come out for the establish-
ment of a liberal Chicago daily,
according Lo “Hot Slug™ official
publication of the Chicago Lino-
type Society. The members of the
society are all in Typographical
Union No. 16 and are employed
as linotype operatora on Chicago
daily papers. The reason for the
move is the anti-labor stand of

!Growers Try

| ‘Bums’ In Orange County Bonus System

'Unions Taking Strike
Vote of Celery
Workers

SAN DIEGO.—The Independent
Agricultural Unions (Mexican,
Amerlecan and Filipine) of San

Diego County, are taking a strike
vote this week in answer to the
Growers' refusal to negotiate

further for an agreement for the
harvest of the ealery crop and
other vegetables grown in the
county. The Celery Growers,
fearful of the recent organiza-
tional drive Initiated by the

nnions, have announced that they
intend to initiate the bonug sys-
tem in the fields, attempting to
'diszuise it by calling it a b-cent
raise.
CLUB OVER WORKERS

The bonus systemm has proven
one of the most vicious of the
(California Growers' weapons.
They uze it in two ways. One
js the yearly bonus, paid only at
the end of the seaszon by each In-
dividual employver to all employes
who have worked steadlly for the
Asgsociation and only them during
the entire yvear. This means that
after a worker has heen working
for any one grbiwer for a month
or so and a slack in the work
comes, azx a result of amn Imma-
ture crop, the worker may not
seelk employment elsewhere if he
wants his bonus at the end of

' The Party At Work

L]
‘San Francisco

Activity is belng organized to
make full use of the new Socialist
| Headquarters at 236 Van Ness
|Avenue. The second Forum In
| the regular Sunday evening serv-
ices will take place January 24
at 8§ p. m. Erich Rix, member of
the German Transport Workers'
Union and two years a prisoner
in a German Concentration Camp,
will speak on the subject: "Un-
ltivr the Iron Heel—How Fascism
Comes, How it Acis, and How it
from the Outside.”
| Other activities are the regular
| Monday evening clasg from 7-8
[p. m. in Socialist Fundamentals,
iw:ll; Millie Goldberg instrue-
tor, which will for six
|weeks, from the opening, Janu-
|ary 18. The last day for registra-
|tion will be January 25

Another Monday

|
| .
Looks

as

continue

evening class,

I-frnw 8:30-12:00 p. m., takes up
the “History of Socialist Thought,”
|under the instruction of Ernest|

;.\'orlaack. Thursday evenings, for
a period of fifteen weeks there
will be a clasz from £10 p. m.|
on the “History of the Three In-|
!(r-rnatinnals (Includes Parigs Com-
|mune, the International Working-
| men's Association, Blanguism,
Proudhonism, Marxism, etc.y e
ginning January 21, with Janu-
ary 28 as the last day for regias-

tration, this c¢lass will be con-
ducted by Barney Mayes.

Lvery Saturday night an in-
formal social will be held at the

| headquarters. A special Italian

| Social will be held January 30— |

with Italian orchestra and refresh-
ments.

An educational meeting will be
held Wednesday, January 27 at 8
p. m. on the tople of “Interna-
tional Affiliations and the So-|
cialist Partv.” Glen Trimble will
he the speaker.

The Young People's Soclalist
League will hold an open meeting

Friday, January 29, at & p. m. ‘
. [ ] L
Referendum |

Passed !

The referendumn to suspend Ar-
| ticle XVI. Section 2 (last line)
|and Section 5, was passed by a
vote of 81-53., with some locals
not voting. This means that So-
cialiet Party members who have
been in the Party in California |
for six montha are eligible to run |

Of the

| Angeles
| Angeles Jewish 3;

for election as delegates to the
State Convention, to be held from
Iuo(m on Saturday, February 20

glight adjustments in figures will
discovery of
and Febru-

to noon on Monday, February 28
|in either Berkeley or San Fran-
|cisco (exact place will be ap-
| nounced later).
| The number of delegates al
| lowed each local has been tenta-

tively figured (on a basis of lo-
cal dunes stamp purchase average
for the year of 1936). Some
|

owing
for

be made,
figures January
(ary, 1936, not availahle at the
time averages were figured. Lo~
cals should check their own reec-
ord of dues stamps bought and
notify the Sta'e Office not later
than January 27 any error ia
the average.

U'nder Articla XVI, Section 2, of
the Constitution, lecals are en-
titled to the following number of
delegates: DBakersfield 2; Berke-

-,

1o

o!

' ley 5; Berkeley Finnieh Branch 2;

Capay Valley 2;

Branch

Los
Los
Los Angeles
PPolish 3; Oxnard 2; Palo Alto 23

San Diego 1; San Fruncisco 4
. . .

Fresno 1;
Central 6;

Convention
Delegates

Owing to a slight delay In issu-
ance of instructions from the Na-
'tional Office, the number of dele-
gates allowed California s not
vet known. As soon as this im-
formation is received, the ballots
‘will be sent out with the nomina-
tions received In the State Office

which were mailed from locals
on or before January 20.

» - .
Los Angeles
A gocial will be held at 8o
cialist Party Headquarters, 11614
West Ninth Street, at § p. m.
January 90, The public Iz in-
vited

- » »
Tour for

Labor Action

The Business Manager of La-
bor Action starts this week on a
tonr of California to build up in

tereat and circulation for the
paper. Locals will be notified of
the schedule and members are

,asked to cooperate to the fullest

extent to make this tour a sue
cess.

Western States Federation

Socialist Party

Red Special
Organizer Reports

Comrade Anderson, on his way
| throngh New Maxice, writes: “We |
[ have just finished more than two
[weeke' travel in the large state |

of Texas. Street meetings with
I.rh.-- use of the sound equipment, |
and local meetings of comrades |

and sympathizers have heen held |
in ten cities. Everywhere the |
' new emphasis of Socialist work in |
mass organizations has bheen met
| with great enthusiasm. Texas s
|ripe for the mass organization of
workers, farmers, and the unem- |
| ployed. Our Sociallat comrades
| are taking up in earnest the ele-;
mentary  work of organization
among these groups. Al!hnu(h!
few in number in such a large
state, the Socialists are loval and |
sacrifice a good deal to maintain |
the Socialist organization there.
More power to them! .
“"We are now traveling through
New Alexico. We spent two Aaya

in Clovis, enjoying the cordial
hospltality of the Duncans and |
the Powells—faithful and loyal

[leaders of Soclalism in this state.
| These comrades and othersz are
deserving of the highest regard,
for they are glving all they have
/in time and money to maintain
'the Socialist organization here
izainst the greatest of obstacles.

“We expect to stop at the fol-

|lowing places in the state: Es-
tancia, Santa Fe, Albuquerque,
Hot Springs, Lac Cruses, from

| wherce we move on into Arizona. |

“We are proud of the privilege |
(of representlng the Soclalist |
Party In Sound Truck No. 1—the |
Red Special! The comrades
ieverywhere rejoice when they see
{this bright red truck on Its way |
lacrosz the country with its mes- |
|sage of hope to the exploited
|workers of country and city.” I
| Comrade Anderson reports en-
lt_‘msiunm on the part of comrades |

work. Tentatively the plan will
bhe for Comrade Anderson to step
jn San Bernardino where there
ieem to be good possibllities for
organization work, and from there
go Into the Jlo= Angelse and
gouthern area. Detalled plans,
both ae to routing the truck apnd
tor its use In connection with
Comrade Frnest Erber's tour wliil
he announced later. Laoeals are
urged to send In suggestions as
to use of the tour in their locality
#o that the State Office will have
a basle for working out detalled
plans. Information must be sent
to the State Office in regard to
local ordinances in connection
with use of sound equipment in

moving vehicles!

Federation Endorses

Labor Action

With a vote of nine to one by
Executive Cominittee members of
the Waestern Federation of the
Soeialist Party, Lahor Action has
heen officially endorsed ar the
organ of the Federation. The mo-
tion made by Comrade Paul 8.
MeCormlek, membher of the
WFSP Executlve Committee I
Coloradn, was malled December
18 to the members of the genaral
executive body of the affillated
ststeg, with the announcement
that the decision would be made
on the barle of voter received om
or hefore malling date of Janue
ary 5.

The vote by affiliated =states
in good standing on the motion,
“that the Western Federation of
the Socialist Party endorses Las-
bor Actlon as (t= olficial organ
with the understanding that such
endorsement shall continue until
such time as, in the judgment of
the majority of the WF3P Ex-
ecutive, the policlex of Labor Ae-
tion and of the WFSP shall no
longer coincide,” was as follows:

The three Executive <CTommit-

the year. Like all bonus systems (In New Mexico for the organiza-|tee members In New Mexico all

it iz used to hold a club over the
workers’ head In order to keep
him in line and to preveat him
from going out on strike. It was
against this viclons system that
the Citrus Workers in Orange
County struck last year.

STRIKEBREAKING SCHEMES

It this first type of bonus is
meant to forestall strikes, the
gecond is supposed to break
strikes. This was Initiated in Sa-
linas when the growers, during
the lettuce strike, offered a 25
cents per day bonus to scabs.
Those workers who were taken in
by this promise have not to this
day been paid and they never
will. The agricultural workers
| are learning fast and realize that
| the strength of their organizations
is their only protection.

|tior and plans of the Western
| Federation |
[ ] [ ] L J [

California Awaits i

The Red Special |

Early this past week Camrnde';
Anderson entered Arizona Be- |
cause the organization in that

state 18 not extansive, very few
plans could be made in advance
for extensive use of the truck.
Arriving In Lowell, Arizona, on |
January 1R, Comrade Anderson
planned to talk over with the |
State Secretary there the possi-
bilities for work In that state
Probably the Red BSpecial
arrive in California in

will
about
state are urged to cooperate in |
every way possible to make the

voted In favor of the proposal.
Two members of the Colorado
Comimittee voted in favor, and
the other member did not vote.
Only one member from Minno-
sota voted (a favorable vote),
since there had been at the time
no official action by the SEC ap-
pointing the other two members.
Wyoming did not submit a vote.
California voted three in favor of
the proposal. The only “no” vote
came from one men .er of the
WFSP Ezxecutive Committee in
Kansas. The “no” vote was quall
tied as follows by the comrads
voting: “I might add that this
is no eriticism of Labor Action,
but that 1 object to the antire

three weeks' time. Locals in the |#Ystem of ‘official’ papers.”

' For Soclalism in Our Time

builé the Socialist press. For

the reactionary Chicago press as
regards their own workers and |
their editorial policy.

Do You want to build LABOR
ACTION? See the Action Army,

tour a success and take advan-
tage of the opportunity to have a [the way to build see the AC-

sound track for erganisation ' TION ARMY.
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The Only Road
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The project of the Socialist Party to aid |

volunteers who want to go to Spain with
the Debs’ Column of the International
Brigade continues to stand as the central
issue in the radical labor movement. And
rightly so. Nothing for many years has
made such a strong appeal to the genuine
militants. And no issue has made such a

sharp, clear and unerringly just division
between the genuine and the spurious ad-
vocates of international labor solidarity.
The Debs’ Column presents the acid test of
internationalism and the struggle cf the
workers against fascism..

Is the civil war in Spain of any real con-
cern to us in America? In our opinion it
is of the most vital concern. A victory of
fascism in Spain would depress the whole
labor movement of Europe and of the
whole world. It would increase the isola-

tion of the Soviet Union and tremendously |

accelerate the movement for a united at-
tack of world capitalism against it.

A victory of the Spanish workers on the
other hand, would inspire the French work-
ers to smash French fascism and carry
their revolution through to victory. The
revolutionary struggle in France would
lift the German and Italian workers to their
feet and start a counter-offensive against
fascism in its centers of power.

1
|

The labor |

movement in the United States, stimulated |

by the world resurgence, would move for-
ward with giant strides. Yes, we have
a vital interest in the outcome of the civil

wer in Spain.

x

»

Would the sending of 560 men to Spain
in the Debs’ Column exert any influence
on the Spanish struggle? Or, would it
merely Le a theatrical gesture, of no mili-
tary significance? On this question we
will give the floor to a correspondent on
the ground in Spain.

Louis Fisher, in the Nation of January 9,
writes as follows from Alicante: “The In-
ternational Column was thrown into the
breech to save Madrid. It saved Madrid.”

Yet the numerical strength of the Inter-
rational troops was not great. Says Fish-
er: “The first International Brigade reach-
ed the front in the early days of November
with a full complement of 1,900 men. The
second brigade got to the front on Novem-
ber 14. Its strength then was 1,650. To-
day these are the only foreign units which
have borne arms in the cause of Spanish
democracy—3,450 soldiers. Yet they have
appreciably influenced the military situa-

tion.” teers must be sent. American Socialism e
e must fulfill its obligations of international | The World War
According to all reports the Internation-| solidarity to the embattled workers of And After
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The Germany ‘“America Needs a over here. Moreover, the Nazl jonger citizenship is the decisive
Of the Future" Hitler” government sends official repre- gaetpr. but blood and nation i8.

That the American Nazi organ-|! Indeed. the convention of an seniatives ,of Germany to Amer|jngged, the grestness of Adolf
Izations are influence fficially | organization of American citizens 1”? 5 M Cham duslars fn A8 Hitler's work lies In the concep-
by the representative of the HIit- regards as their main task *“the erican mass meetings (hat the|jon formed by him, of the na-
ler government, two examples creation of the conditions under members of the “Amerikadeut-|ijonal community and the com-
may suffice. On June 19 1936, at | which Nazi Germany is able to scher Volksbund” are natlonal s0- | myupity of fate of all Germans:
the Lincola Turrer Hall, Chicago, | act powerfully in the world.” cialist GN’I’[?GPB in spite of their A community to which also we
a “Sprechabend” (evening for dis-| And the representstive of the | ATRSTICAR citizenship. Germans in America belong.”
cussion) of the Amerikadeut- | National Socialist Third Reich, a The “Dentscher Weckruf” of Founded at Hitler's command,
8¢ Volksbund” was held. The | foreign government. speaks at June 27, 1936, writes about the | irgined by Hitler's official repre-
spenker was Dr. Tannenberg, the | this convention of American eitl- German day of Hudson County a8 |gentatives in the USA, urged by |
German msul. He closed his | zenz Im an officlal capacity. follows: | emissaries of the Third Reich to |
address zaying: i On April 22, 1936, in the Lin- “But what distinguished this consider the citizenship papers as

“You are the Germany of the
future, and therefore we want you
to be like this Germany will be
and must be.”

At the end of this evening the |
national
S0DE

lant
“Will

The report of

was  EFung. (“Deuntscher |

But it is obvious, from the small numbers"
involved, that their influence was primar-
ily moral. Their presence on the fighting
lines inspired the Spanish workers with
the assurance that they were not alone,
that the international proletariat was on
its side, not in words only but in deeds.
Who can doubt that the arrival of 500
fighters from America, under the banner
of Debs, would inspire the Spanish workers
with new hope and courage? And, besides
that, the careful sifting of applicants, from
a military and political standpoint, insures

By GLEN TRIMBLE

Note: This !s the second of
a series of articles on issues
confronting the March Conven-

“Mass Party”
Vanguard Party?

their governments.
tumbling about the
“mass party” en-
thusiaste, and handfuls of Marxi-
an revolutionaries began the
glow, painful process of rebuild-
jng on firmer foundations.

In the United States the So-
cialist Party lost many of (ts
“gtars” but held to Iits opposition

machinery for
Illusions came
ears of the

the selection of volunteers who can shoot | f'[:" of "_“t 3°°i=”“ P:"'iy- |
straight—and in the right direction. The 'or"Io:': oy :‘r’.n':h .dh:::-
Debs’ Column will undoubtedly play_a'\ sian Wa e sure. That e
good part in the fateful struggle in Spain.| party readers will also find
» ¥ x ¥ them interesting and eduea-
! 2 > 14 . tional. Labor Action will wel-
The campaign of the Socialist Party to| peplir e il ol

finance the Debs’ Column is meeting with |
furious and many-sided resistance. We |
must analyze this resistance and learn from | clalist

it. But we must not yield to it. | Editor.

The Boosevelt a.dminisu'atioq i? agath Last week's article outlined the
the daring enterprise of the Socialist Party. problems and opportunities con-
Why ? Because American capitalism, tronting the Socialist Party in
which the Roosevelt administration repre-|1937. Most of these deal with
sents, is a thousand times more afraid of a parts relations to other groups

party members on all subjects
to be considered at the So-
Natlonal Convention.—

s : : | - ty ma-
socialist Spain—the only possible outcomel::?ne:;mg“m"m" "’ =y
7 4 vy v = .
of a real workers’ victory there—than a It s impossible to approach

fascist Spain. ,any of these particular problems

The Old Guard Socialists, and all others intelligently without a clear-cut,|

to a pre
js the

answer
“What

unmistakable
vious question:
Socialist Party?” This answer
should include a realistic estl-
mate of what the party has been,
{8 at present., and should be. We
cannot judge either our own

of this stripe, are against the Debs’ Col- |
umn. But that is because they have no|
idea whnatever of a real struggle against
capitalism, against the fascists, or, in fact,
against anybody but revolutionary social-
ists. Their opposition is a tribute to the
wisdom of the New York organization of
the Socialist Party in initiating the plan
for the Debs’ Column. It shows that the
split with the Old Guard was a good split
—simply the throwing off of excess bag-
gage.

groups without such a perspec-
tive and vet we must begin by
recognizing that at present there
is no general agreement among
party members or leaders on this
fundamental point.

Pre-War Socialist
“Mass Party”

L.et us begin by a review of So-
cialist history in this country. In
the seventeen years prior to Am-
erican entry inte the world war,
the Socialist Party grew rapidly
and fairly steadily. It aimed at,
and confidently expected to be-
come the party of the entire Am-
erican working class. It was an
“gll-inclusive party” welcoming
almost all applicants from direct-
action syndicallsts to “pure” vote-
catchers and mild liberals. Eu-
gene Debs, Victor Berger, Bill
,Haywood. John Spargo and Up-
ton Sinclair upheld their widely

* *

The Communist workers are deeply
stirred by the Debs’ Column and, from
many indications, are warmly sympathetic |
to it. This is testified to by the fact that
quite a few Communist Party members, in |
California and New York, have applied to
go to Spain with the Column.

But the leadership of the party, it ap-
pears, is against it. Why? Is it because
they are afraid the Socialists, who were
nothing but “social fascists’” yesterday,
will join Franco's troops to fight for fas-
cism in Spain? Or, is it because they fear
that the American Socialists, led astray by
the slogan of “Socialism versus Capital- |different and often conflicting
ism,” will fight for a Socialist Spain? Is|tvpes of radicalism within the
it because the Communist Party thinks|Pourdaries of a single party. So
there are already too many wc;rkers in e g o

A o gresgively proud of the party. In
Spain infected with this ‘‘sectarian’ idea.|hobo jungles, union halls and
Or, is the Communist Party opposed to the |“pink tea” parlors there were So-
Debs’ Column because it has given up the|cialists expounding the doctrine
idea of really opposing a government of [2° i R e b - g

democratic capitalism on any question? }.’::i's_..d"d WESETRRR
a0 Tychd Throughout the world mass So-

Let the opponents of the Debs’ Column |cialist Partles were the rule.
have their own reasons for trying to stop|Their very size steam-rollered
or sabotage the enterprise, whatever they|doubt as te their reliability in
¥ lerigls. The date of the establish-

may be. But for the socialists, and for the
labor militants who have been aroused by
the call for the Debs' Column, there is
only one road: straight ahead. The pro-
ject must be carried through. The neces-
sary funds must be raised. The volun-

ment of socialism in each coun-
try depended only on the mathe-
matical problem of figuring the
rate of past increase in Socialist
vote and setting the early future
date when 51 per cent would be

coln Turner Hall
Anderson of the “American Vigi-
Assgoclation™
Hitler Influence

socialistic Horst Wessel | Weckruf” of May 2, 1938, says: |
“Finally the speaker explained

a matter of minor importance and
to respect Adolf Hitler and his
jdeas more than anything else—

in Chicago, Dr. | German day from Its predeces-

sore was the will stressed in the
speeches and addresses of its

spoke about:

needs or our relations to other

to the war and actually increased
i_its membership. What the war
!could not accomplish, the 1919
| eplit and
{of the radical movement plus
post-war prosperity and conse-
quent labor conservatism did.
The Soclalist Party lost almost
all of its militants
the remainder were aging, dis-
couraged, robbed of the pre-war
confidence. A national party did
not actually exist in the '20s—it
!was no wonder that Soclalists
gupported the La Follette cam-
paign in 1924—they had not the
numberg or the morale to do any-
thing else. They ceased to think
of the Socialist Party as THE
party of the working class, en-
dorsed the alternative of a mass
Farmer-Labor Party and prayed
that labor leaders would take the
initilative in launching it soon.
| Recent developments—the de-
pression revival of working-class
|radic:\lism. the growth of the So-
cialist Party, the clash of the
defeatist old guard and the new,
inatinctively militant, young re-
cruits, the sharp right turn ecf the
Communist Party, the ferment
and development of the organized
lJabor movement—are sufficiently
|recent to be common knowledge,
What is less generally recog-
nized is that in the course of
| definite attempt to restate and
| define the purpose and function

of the Socialist Party has been
made.

We have been so engaged with
| detall that we have falled to

Iutacklo the essential problem and
i'nave, congequently, made conflict-
ing decisions because our whole

fbasis for action was unclear.

i Only Two
Alternatives

| There are, broadly speaking,
| two alternatives for the Socialist
Party. We can aim at becoming
a mass, all-inclusive, party of the
working class in the near future

ciplined revolutionary vanguard of
the working class which will be-
come a mass revolutionary party
as the revolutionary crisis

Or

subsequnent splintering |

in the split.;|

these recent events no clear. and |

or at creating a trained and dis-‘

de-

velops. At the Cleveland conven-
tion. the party Declaration of
Principles implies the first al-

ternative while a section of the|
Labor Party resolution definitely
states the second! The fact that |
both passed proves the confusion |

which prevails.

Some comrades :ustify the con-
fusion by pointing out that we are
pot now large enough to be either
a mass party or a revolutionary
vanguard. Therefore, they aay.\l
let us build the party and decide
the issue later on.

This pleasant evasion is impos- |
sible. Every decision, large or|
small, local or national, depends |
on a prior answer to the basic |

question, “What 1is the Socialist
| Party?”
If we are building a mass

party we recruit, educate and act |
in relation to all other groups in |
an entirely different way then)
if we are building a revolutionary
vanguard. The conception of a
mass party under present condi-
tions can only be the conception
of a reformist party. Work for a
mass party. in present circum-
stances, must begin with compro- |
mise, leniency toward a wide dif-
ference of opinion, a minimum of |
discipline or obligation on the
part of party members—other-
wise the mass of non-party work-
ers who understand neither the
urgency of present world isgues,
or the necessity of a disciplined,
trained group to meet the prob-
lems ahead will simply refuse to
join,

Vanguard Party

Only Choice

If, on the other hand, we recog-
nize the lesson from the failures
of the reformist mass workers’'
parties in every other advanced
country in the world—that a
“mass party” of this type is too
unwieldy, tes ioosely hung to-
gether, too undecided itself, to
act decisively and correctly in
revolutionary crisis -—— then we
must choose the alternative of|
building a party trained and pre-
pared for just such an emergency.

Extracts from

Letters Of

Debs Column Volunteq,

The following are a few ex-
serpts from the many letters
which came in as a result of
the call for volunteers to give
a practical expression of In-
ternational Working Class
Solidarity.

“] have been watching the
papers hoping to hear that
nurses would be recruited. I
am very much in sympathy
with the Loyaliat Cause . .
have been doing public heeith
nursing for meveral vears.”

“I pledge my life to the So-
cialista of Spain. [ was a aec-
ond {leutenant in the Cadets,
Rifle and Machine Gun, 28th
Division and Gunner in the
10th Artiilery.”

¢] have alwavs heen inter-
ested in the problems of the
working class and have ten
vears of aercnautical engineer-

ing training and experlence |
that I want to put at their dis- |
posal.’ 1

|

“I am very glad to see that
you are sending men to Spain
because my working class is
tighting for its life there. |
want to get back to Spain,
which I left a month before
the revolution started 4

“Your organization deserves
the salute of all clasg consci-
ous workers for mobilizing ald
for Spain against the Finks of
Fascism.”

That decislon, and, in this
writer’'s opinion, it is the only
realistic one for the Socialist

Party, requires, first, clear andI
unmistakable statement at the|
Chicago Convention and, second,
direct application to every lesser

problem confronting the dele-
gates,
Succeeding articles will deal

with the application of the van-
'guard principle to these prob-
lems.

“In case I
by age limit for a-:
I eincerely hope b,
till the requirements ..
service, general :

“] am giad
Mr. - A Y
for the Debs’ Briza: "
that he is determ s
all he can In the 7 g
liberation of the worje-,
the world and espec;
in Spain.”
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Army Officers Want
More Cannon Fodder

CHICAGO.—A sharp Increase in
the development of good citizens
by the use of military training
camps was advocated by the gov-
erning committee of Military |
Tralning Camps Assoclation in
their amnual meeting held here
_recer{tl_\'. Attending the meeting
were several army officers, in-
cluding Lieut. Col. Victor V. Tay-
lor the Adjutant General's
office in Washington.

The meeting lald plans to en-)
roll 88.000 men in the CMTC thisi
summer, an increase of 7,000 over
the enrollment of last summer. i

Charles Burrel Plke, chief civ-
ilian alde to the Secretary of
War, pointed out that the campse
were primarily to teach young |
men ‘o become better citizens, al-
though the training is given on a
military bagis.

of

| The Burgomaster has in!

GAS MASKS F(
CHRISTMAS

Weekly 8
December 15 134
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ian for
ried the
on earth and good
all: “Gas
Christmas bonus are heng
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of Kapovar in Souther:

foliowing iten
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this yeai

owing o m
shortage of cash the
not be able to pay out the
Christmas bonus.
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officials that
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masks, which will be po
on easy terms from 2 @
firm. "“The gas masks

the town councillors, *
near future prove a more n
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fascism. Of these,

this great struggle

America.” leaders to awaken the slumber-

“Deutscher

this is the “Amerikadeutscher |
ing forces of “Germandom” and | Volksbund,” a Natigpal Socialist |
to attract them to state political |branch in the U.S. under Hitler's |
}mlﬂty and te work for the Ger |command.

the

I refuse to obey awy command to fight for the
ruling class, but | will mot wait to be commanded
to fight for the working class.”"—Eugene V. Debs.

CAUSH 5

Thousands of requests have been re-
ceived to erroll in the fight against

women, America’s finest—with mili-
tary, aviation and technical experience
—will go across the seas to join in

Araerica in the International Volun-
teer Brigade in its stand against the
plunder of the Spanish people by the
mercenaries of Franco, Hitler and
Mussolini. They will form the
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500 men and

— %0 represent

OLUNTEERS

FOR

You can’t go to Spain—but you can do your share in this campaign
to stop fascism. $50,000 is necessary to transport the column acros
the Atlantic. No extended appeal for funds can be made if
you know of the horror of the fascist octopus which, recog-
nizing no national boundaries in its lust, spreads 1S
greedy tentacles over the working class, you must
and will help these 500 reach Spain. The first

contingent must leave

Send in your contribution to«

this month.
14
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