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Form Committee

To Dejend Trotsky

Norman Thomas and Nation Editors On
Body to Fight for Right of Asylum

For Famous

Revolutionist

NEW YORK.—The American Committee for the De-
fense of Leon Trotsky has been organized to help obtain
for Trotsky his rights of asylum and to aid in the forma-
tion of an International Commission of Inquiry to examine

all the avaliable evidence in
trials.

The following statement
mittee of which
John  Dewey, I'reda Kirchwey,
Suzanna'La IFolletie, Devere Allen,
sdmund  Wilson, Louis  Adamie,
I'rol, 1B, A\ Ross ol Wise, Uni-
versity, Joseph Wood Krateh, H.
M. Kallen, Jaumes T. Farrell, Prof.
Wm. H. Kilpatrick of Columbia
., Max Hastman, Sidney Hook,
Inez Haynes Irwin, Jamesg Rorty,
Prot. Panl I¥. Brissenden, Vincent
R. Dunne,  John Chamberlain,
Benjamin Stolberg, lLouis Hacker,
are among the members.

A Prisoner in Norway

“The Norwegian  Government
has Torbidden Leon Trotsky to
prosecute his libel suit against
the Norwegian Communist and
Fascist papers. This action is
only the severest of the many re-
pressive measures againsgt him.
For the past two months Trot-
sky has been a virtual prisoner
of the Norwegian police. Police
guard him night and day; his mail
is censored; he is deprived of all
secretarial assistance, This latest
order not only -deprives him of
the last vemnants of Nis demo-
eratic rights of asylum- but closes
e Inaf 'h\hjina_d.:ff_:' L Q-_h;gl;««th&:
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him " in connection with the Mos-
cow. trial.

“This move climaxes a
series  of persecutions
Trotsky in recent
diverse quarters.
a band of fascist invaded Trot-
sky’s home at Ionefoss on the
pretext of discovering incriminat-
ing evidence of illegal activities.
Soon after came the Kameney-
Zinoviev trial at Moscow and the
charge that Trotsky, in collusion
with Hitler's Gestapo, had plotted
the assassination of leuding Soviet
otfficials.

Strange United Front

“Trotsky declared these charges
to be completely false and con-
tradicted by all the ideas and
actions of his forty years in the
revolutionary movement. He
stated his readiness to appear be-

long
against
months from
On August 5th

fore an independent commission
and present his refutation of the
charges.

“Submitting to the pressure of
a note from the Soviet Foreign
Otfice on one hand and the cam-
paign of the Norwegian Fascist
press on the other-—both' demand-
ing Trotsky's expulsion from the
country—the Norwegian Govern-
ment replied by interning Trotsky
and placing him under his present
prigon regime.

“Trotsky filed a suit/ for libel
against his accusers of the Com-
munist and IPaseist press as the
one means left open to him of
presenfing his case to the world.
He has retained M. Puntervold,
one of the most eminent of Nor-
wegian advocates as counsel,

Demands Right of Asylum

“The American Committee for
the Defense of Trotsky protests
against this outrageous violation
of democratic rights by the Nor-
wegian Government and demands
that the full rights of asylum be

restored to Trotsky. The most
elementary notions of Jjustice
dictate that this world-famous

revolutionist should be given the
fullest and freest opportunity to
state his casge.”

The (Committee is preparing a
pamphlet for publication—a com-
pilation of world liberal and labor
opinion on the trial entitled,
“Voices on the Moscow Trial.”

It will hold a mass meeting on
Friday evening, December 18. the
date on which Trotsky's term of
asylum expires, at Center Hotel
(formerly Hotel Delano) 108 W.
43 St. Suzanne La Follette will be
chairman  and Norman Thomas
one of the principal speakers.

Contributions for the work of
the committee can be sent to its
office at Room 921, 22 K. 17th St.,
N. Y. C.

Frame Striker In Texas

HOUSTON, Texas—Lester C. L.
Lord, militant leader of striking
seamen in Texas ports has heen
framed on a charge of ‘“‘robbery
by assault” in this city.
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connection with the Moscow

has been issued by the Com-
Norman Thomas¥ ——————— i k

Select Jury

In Frameup

Anti-Labor Prejudice
And Press Hysteria
Shown In Case

A jury of six men and six wom-
en has been selected for the trial
of Earl King, E. G. Ramsay, Frank
J. Conner, and George Wallace,
framed on a charge of murdering
the chief engineer of the Point
Lobos.

The anti-labor prejudice of the
Judge and the press hysteria in
these parts indicate that the ultra
reactionaries would like to make
of this case another Mooney rail-
road. ; !

Earl King ig gecretary -and the
other three defenddnts are mem-
fotl. The State Federation of La:
bhor and almost every labor hody
in the State has condemned the
charges as a false and. vicious
effort to discredit and attack the
militant marilime organizations.

Labor Hater ‘““Advisor”
To Maritime Commission
WASHINGTON, D. C.-—Genersl
order number four of the Maritim#
Commission appoints James Craig
Peacock as advisor to Commis-
sioner Landick in charge of ocean

mail contracts and subsidies.
Peacock was the director of
the notorious Shipping Board Bu-
reau under Secretary of Commerce
Roper. He was constantly under
fire for the graft and racketeer-

Trial of King
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ing in mail contracts. His ap-
pointment indicates that the new
ccommission will tollow the same
policies which made the old Bu-
rean one of the worst in Washing-
ton. It seems that Roper's Do
i])a:'rmenl of Commerce will have
plenty to say in the policies of the
{“independent” Maritime Commis-
| sion.

Seattle Ne

Settlement Ends Strike Of

wspaper Guild

The strike of the Seattle News-
paper Guild against the Post-In-
telligencer has been settled and
Hearst has annéunced the appoint-
ment of John Boettinger, son-in-
law of President Roosevelt, as the

tuture publisher of the Seattle
P-1.
The P-I's resuming publication

is the culmination of a long armd

hard-fought Dbaitle between the
Newspaper Guild of Seattle and
the Hearst interests. In many

circles it is considered a victory
for the Guild despite the official
claim from San Simeon that “this
in no way involves the recogni-
tion of the Guild as a collective
bargaining power for the major
part of the employvees.” Never
the less minimum wage standards
have been established for the edi-
torial statf and reporters—also
for the photographers,

DISCHARGED WORKERS

VICTIMIZED
The entire staff is returning to
work, with the exception of the

two members of the Gnild whose
dismissal for “incompetancy and
insubordination’ precipitated the
strike. Their cases are still rest-

aid the Newspaper |

to ’
very beginning of

the

stepped in
Guild at
the strike.
Mayor Dore of Seattle, for po-
litical reasons, saw fit to take an
active part in the strike and to |
rise to the defense of the News-
paper Guild and it's striking mem.

bership.  The Seaitle Lahor Coun-
¢il placed the -1 on the “unfair
list."”

Among the developmients of the
strike was the reactionary atti-
tude of the so-called “liberal pa-
pers” s=uch as the Seripps-Howard |
chain, including the San Francisco
News. The keynote sounded by
these champions of the “people”
wus not to sgettle the strike on
reasonable terms but “what right
has anyone to stop a paper from
being published?' There were
many ciies raised about the free-
dom of the press and all that
tommy-rot. The “pro-labor” papers
saw at a glance that their basie
interests lay with the filthy and
despicable Hearst and not with
the strikers.

BAD LUCK FOR BOSSES
It is unfortunate indeed to force

ing with the Labor Relations
Board. Past experience with this
Boeard indicates the prospect that
the cases will continue to remain
there.
Members
the P

the Guild struck
several weeks ago as a
result of the dismissal of two
members, both competent em-
ployees of long standing. The dis-
missal was obviously intended as
a terroristic attack on. the Guild.
Several threats were made pre-
viously to the effect that mem-
bership in the Guild would auto-
matically cause dismissal,

LABOR SOLIDARITY

of

It is to the eternal eredit of
the longshoremen, loggers, team-
sters, and others that their Unions

|slave driving, labor-hating editors
ito grant decent conditions for the
members of the staft. It is doubly
unfortunate to have lo pay those
empioyees who are the very life
of a newspaper a living wage. And
it is nothing short of a calamity
it the day laborers of the Fourth
Bstate are gradually waking up
to the fact that the “glory” and
“romance” ‘of the newspaper game
will not pay the rent or fHhuy
clothes. But theve is a tip for all
workers in the fact that the Se-
attle strike inspired the San
Francisco papers—The Chronicle
and News—tb sign an agreement
with the local Guifd. To make
employers, including publishers,
listen to reason the strike is the
thing. X
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~ Of Siege; French Labor Aids

Situation Remains Precarious As German
And Italian Recognition of Fascists
Makes Issue International

Spain’s proletarian armies more than held their own

| as the siege of Madrid drew to the close of its fourth week.

The lines around Madrid held the fascists at bay,
while flank and rear attacks on fascist lines forced Franco
to divert to endangered: points. more and more .of the
troops ‘previously facing Madrid. . After months of unex-
plained passivity on the Biseay sector, since San'Sebastian

was surrendered intact
fascists, a large-scale offensive has
finally opened against the tasgist
forces ‘in this area. This “offen-
sive and renewal of the campaign
on the Aragon front ;foréstalled

Franco  attempts  to bring “up ad-1"

ditional troops against. Madrids
SITUATION STILL PRECARIOUS:
Bul Madrid remains situated
precariously. 'For four weeks its
only connection with Valencia and
Barcelona has heen a single motor
highway over which all. supplies
must come. Hunger stalks through
Madrid's tepements, and evacua-
tion ‘of women and children is
proceeding wt a snail's pace be-
causé the single highway must be
used mainly for military’ purposes.
On the few occasions in the last
two “weeks when weather per
mitted planes to go aloft, it “was
seen that the fascists stil] hold
uperfority in aircraft.

The real fate of Madrid and all |

Spain, however, will be settled
on the international arema, All
serious observers concur in the
conviction that Hitler and Mus-
solini's  recognition of Franco's
regime has committed them: ir-
revocably to a fascist victory in
Spain, Fascist Italy and Germany
are moving with caution at the
moment, first testing the relation
of forces in Europe to determine
how speedily they can come to
Franco’s aid, but their shipments
to Franco continue. Confidential
sourers confirm reports that Ger-
many 1is shipping not only arms
but hundreds of artillerymen and
pilois. The military pact between
Germany and Japan, with Italy as
silent partner, is a decisive step
in preparing for open intervention
in Spain.

DIPLOMATIC MANEUVERS

French. and British diplomatic
reactions, to Hitler and Mussolini’s
recognition of Franco and to the.

Japanese pact have demonstrated:
the contentionsv of .

to the hilt ;
revolutionary Soecialists that the
(Continued on page 2)
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for future organizations.
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SO ciali StS

To Organize
Aid To Spain

gl

National Executive committee of
the Soclalist Party the setting up

«of an organization which will fur-

nish aid to the Spanish workers.

This organization, tentatively
called the Friends of the Spanish

‘Workers, .would "aid their Spanish
-bror.h'eg;s by shipments of arms,
h}" |

money and other necessities,
agitating for mass working class
support  of the Spanish working
class, by presenting the issues of
‘this war to American workers who
are woefully hazy on this subject

.and: by rendering to the Spanish

workers any other aid possible,

"GROUND WORK LAID

Pending the setting up of this
organization nationally, Minneapo-
lis ‘Socialists have laid the ground
work for setting up a local branch,
It is expected that the Minneapo-
lis branch will serve as a model
It will
be a broad membership organiza-
tion, patterned closely on the
I'riends of Soviet Russia which
gave such splendid service in the
early period of the Russian crisis,
raising in this area alone over
$38,000,

While Socialists hail the forma-
tion of any organization set up to

| a'd the Spanish Loyalists, consid-
-ering-any aid better than none, we

hold that organizations which pri-
marily are of a petty bourgeois
character, whose prime concern is
‘the defense of Spanish (capitalist)
democracy, are not sufficient to
enable the Spanish workers to
conquer - their enemies,

i filiation ol the .

T developmioefts® of the week.

Real Issue
At Tampa

Ultra - Conservative
Stand Showed Craft

Union Impotence

The fifty-sixth
tion of Lhe American
of Lahbor clogsed al Tampa withoutl
important

annual
Federation

CONVEen-

decigive action on any
Problems of organization
were  almost completely ignored

although thirty times the number

issne,

of workers actually represented at

the convention remain unorgan-
ized. Last day resolutions dealt
with petty legislative reforms

which are the Executive Couneil’'s
substitute for militant labor action,
Ultra-Conservative

Even on legislative matiers the
tone of the convention was ulira-
conservative, Proposals for con-
stitutional amendmen! or congres-
sional action to curb the Supreme
Court was turned down and the
whole matter buried by referring
it to the Executive Conncil, The
thirty-hour week campaign was
damned wilh (aint praise and is
likely to be compleiely shelved in
line with the do-nothing policy of
present leaders.

In spite of unanimous condem-
nation of the King-Conner-Ramsay
frame-up by. the California State
Federation of Labor the A, F. of
L. ducked out of a definite stand
by reterring the case to the Ex-
ecutive: Council for “further in-
quiry.”

C. 1. O. :

The C. . O, emerges from the
convention stronger than ever. An-

paper, increased organization
work and early. prospect of af-
I powerful. . typo-
€ EhieLTeT

phical

As on_ all other issues, the
Tampa conventidn—dared not take
a’ definite “stand: by either expel-
ling or reinstating the €. 1. O. un-
ions. The reason in this case is
Lhat either action means an end
to the sinecures of Green, Woll
and hundreds of “the hoys” in
the craft union soft spots. The wel-
fare and future of American labor
played no part in the decision. As
a matter of fact the last dim hope
of “the boys” is that the steel
organization drive will fail and
that, out of the defeat of thou-
sands of workers, Lewis can be
brought in line and the good old
days of craft union defeatism re-
stored.

A.F. L. Evades

nouncement- of a weekly news-

“Split Str

ike” Is

New Maneuver

Of Shipowners

Sche'me for Partial

Mass Strength

Settlement Is Scheme
To Undermine Morale and Cut Down

of Picket Lines

by continued efforts of reac

new maneuvers of the ship
undermine the solidarity of

Ban Pickets In
Celery Strike
At Stockton

Armed Deputies And
Pickhandle Squads
Patrol District

STOCKTON, Calif.—"“Keep those
pickets out of here." ordered Sher-
iff Harvey Odell in the latest of
California's many agricultural con-
flicts. More than two thousand
celery workers are involved in the
strike in the Terminus distriet.

The entire district is barricaded
|and three hundred deputies armed
with tear gas and riot guns, rifles
and shotguns are patrolling the
highways, The guard is supple-
-mented by ranc-.hers-;wmeﬂ with

ased o prevant dhe workere from
picketing. ~ v g
" The strike' is under the direc-
tion of the Agricultural Workers
Union and Phillipine, Mexican,
Jabanese and native American
workers are working together on
the strike committee,
Boss Violence
Although even the
press reports no worker violence
or “untoward incidents,” the en-
tire area bristles with employers’
armaments, Just as in Orange
County and Salinas every law will
be forgotten in an effort to break
the strike.
that agriculture is California’s hig-
gest money maker and the entire
financial ruling class has concen-
trated in the fight to prevent or-
ganization in the fields.

capitalist

Choosing The “Lesser Evil”
* Of The Capitalist Dailies

By CRARY TRIMBLE

Choosing ‘“lesser evils” seems
to be a characteristic American
pastithe. Selecting that capitalist
rag which will give the least
poisonous misinterpretation of the
day’'s news is one of those occa-
sions when the “least worst” is
the only choice. {
A neweomer (o San Francisco,
this vietim chose the News, bhe-
canse it was reported to he a
“liberal” paper sand hecause it
carried the bheacon light of the
Scripps-Howard echain which was
once reputed to represent a fair
degree of honesty in presenting
the news,

Defining the “Liberal”

Numerous vain attempts have
been made. to define the “liberal.”
One of the best efforts so far de-
scribes him as “one who eits on
the fence and spits on both sides,
but in a crisis is nowhere to bhe
tound.” Change this only a little,
and we have the prostitute press
which "in a crisis goes {o hed
with the advertisers.”

Witness the News—a liberal pa-
per which sings a daily hymn for
“peace on the waterfront.” Their
“peace” propaganda expresses
more concern for the pocketbooks
of the Christmas-trade vultures
than for the welfare of the work-
ers,
Nowhere
tion — let

does the News men-
alone emphasize — the

fact that union representatives
have offered various peace pro-
posals, some of them actually

vielding concessions to the ship-
owners who have repeatedly re-
fused them,

At no time does the “liberal”
News attempt to counteract the
flagrant propaganda of the other
papers that the 40,000 ' workers
are stubbornly forcihg the inno-
cent “public” to a Christmas with-
out cheer. The News instead takes
up the cry of the “Gloomy Yule”

and sheds crocodile tears over the

“killing of Santa Claus.”
Pious Like Anything

Lacking the honesty to come out
flat-footed for the ship-owners and
unwilling to side with the work-
ers, the liberal press is forced to
take the middle course which in a
crisis inevitably amounts to hypo-
erisy.

Not satisfied with piesity, and
perhaps a little afraid the public
may not get the point, the liberal
News goes in’for jingoism in the
best Hearst manner. 'The bug-a-
boo t(hat rarely fails is dangled
bhefore the reader: “The foreign
lines ' are scooping the cream of
the passenger trade.” (And our
advertisers, dear reader, don't like
skimmed wmilk.)

Poisoned Ink

To unload columns ‘of propa-
ganda that can do nothing but
poison the minds of the publie

against the demands of the mari-
time workers is expected of the
Hearst presgs. Such propaganda is
the, more dangerous when it drips
oft the pen of a snivelingly self-

| righfeous servant of ihe “peepul”

-—the liberal press,

Deliberate hypoerisy has a con-
sistency which is its own be-
trayal. A paper with a liberal
reputation ig accepted as gospel
by the faithful followers of lib-
eralism . . . confusion and betray-
al alike are swallowed with holy
reverence. Where Hearst enrages
intelligent people and causes them
to examine the issues for them-
selves; where the Los Angeles
Times furnishes comic relief with
its apoplectic hysteria on all la-
bor issues, the News—with its
sweetness and light {ormula —
dishes out opiates, and acets as
the medium through which the |
advertisers distribute their anti-
labor propaganda.—And al] in the
name of Christmas!

There is an uninvited guest at
this 1936 festival of merchants—
the ghost of a fear that ‘“‘there

ain't gonna be no Santy Claus.”
N

pickhandles. B®ven an airplane is -

The reason for this is |

The fifth week of the Maritime strike has been marked

tionary officials of the I.L.A.

and LS.U. to break the strike on the east coast and by

-owners in San Francisco to
the strikers by partial agree-

ments to bring about a “split strike” with one part of the
and LE.U. to break the strike on the east coast and by

¥ CHIEF STRIKEBREAKER
Joseph P. Ryan, president of the
LLILA,, continued {o act as strike
hreaker-in-chiet for the shipown
ers, but help came to the easi
coasl strikers from a new source
when French dock workers re-
fused to- unload American ships
which had been loaded on Ryan’s
orders after the strike began.

The main strategy of the west
coast bosses from the beginning
has heen to smash the unions
piece-meal according to the motto:
“Divide and Conquer.” TFirst they
offered a separate settlement to
the Longshoremen, hoping thereby
Lo isolate and crush the sea-faring
unions and then deal with the
L.L.A. later. The solidarity action
of the longshoremen balked this
strategem.

“SPLIT STRIKE” STRATEGEM

Now, it appears clear, that
while fhe newspapers, especially
tire “liberal” news, weep and walil
about the strike and beat the
drums for a settlement, an effort
will be made ‘to lure some of the

sea-faring unions into a' separate
Sttt with tie gicantr sciho

er owners which would put part
of the seamen back on the ships
while others walk the picket line.
The purpose of this maneuver is
obvious: to undermine the morale
of the strikers and pave the way
for «n onslanght in 1934 style to
amash the strike. )

From all indications the sirikers
are aware of the danger of these
moves and are strong for the idea
of sticking together and standing
|pat until a general settlement i
{made and all go back to work
together.

DANGER OF “SPLIT STRIKE"

A “split strike” which would
give the outward appearance of a
partial  victory would in the
present situation be caleulated to
represent the opposite in actuality.
The strength of the workers on
strike is in their numbers, their
solidarity and mass strength. As
long as the strikers hold solid and
united on the picket line, and no
ships ‘move, the strike is effective
and the morale of the strikers un-
impaired.

The hosses. are counting on a
partial settlement, putting some
of the strikers back to work, to
create the effect of a break in the
ranks. The stand of all the unions
which have been conducting nego-
tiations with the Steam Schooner
owners to submit all proposals for
ratification to the general strike
commitiee of the Federation in-
dicates that the “split strike”
strategem will not work.

Tobacco Pays More
Dividends Than Wages

[ S—

The rapid mechanizatim?ot the
tobacco industry during the pres-
ent century has been accomplished
by an increase of over 100 per
cent in thie proportion of unskill-
ed workers and an influx of wom-
en workers. Most of the time
since 1899 real wages have re-
mained below the level for that
vear.

The American Federation of La-
bor’s attitude toward the union-
ization of unskilled workers as
well as the powerful opposition of
the tobacco trust has contributed
to the failure of an effective or-
ganization.

In this mechanized industry
mere subsistence wages are being
baid while the productivity of la:
bor has heen nmany times multi
plied. More than $1,500 per work
er over the average earnings ot
$600 has been paid in dividends
during the worst part of the de-
pression,

Idaho Sales Tax Beaten

BOISE,
tax went

Idaho—The state sales
down to overwhelming
defeat in a referendum vole of
Idaho citizens. Taxing the pcor
is popular with legislators bul 1he
general vote indicates {ihat 1ot
all Americans are suckers,

oot
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LABOR ACTION

o

L. A. Socialists

iln "Action

¢ LOS ANGELES.-— Over seven
‘months have passed since that
memorable day. in April of this

Year when three thousand agri-.

cultural workers gtruck in Los
 Angeles County against the miser-
able wage of 20 cents an hour.
That splendid strugsle victorious
in the gaining of union recognition
‘ahd wage increases all along the
Jine, set off a wave of agricullural
that Iocmu-red first in

I;_;’I:’rilm-ﬁ.
and then swept

‘Orange County
-~ nporth to Salinas.
" Brute terror Wwas unleashed

against the agricultural workers in

“all of these strikes. At the Battle

DI! Dominguez Hill, vigilantes ‘anﬁ

the scab-herding Red Squad fired

at unarmed workers’ wives. and

.éhilclren. In Orange County the
" California Highway Patrol joined

with vigilantes to tear-gas and
terrorize atriking workers’ camps.

in Salinas the forces of “Law”
mobilized a vigilante citizen army
whose -purpose it was to coerce
and intimidate the .lettuce strik-
ers. But on all fronts splendid
courage and militancy were shown:
on the part of the workers as they
fought against almost unbeliev:
able odds——terror, vigilante and
police, and hunger.

L. A. STRIKE SUCCESSFUL

In only one instance, however,
jn. Los Angeles Was the -strike
waged successfully.  Only there
were union men recognized and
wages incveased. And only there
was working-class m ilitancy
coupled with correct . leadership
whieh spells the difference be-
tween success and fajlure. The

Los Angeles strike of CUCOM
(Union of Mexican Agricultural
Workers), led by hard-hitting and
intelligent unjon progressives, can
gerve in many respects as a model
of strike technique. In the first
_j:ulace real support was obtained
from the official trade union move-
ment. Committees of these inde-
‘pendent striking unions (who are
applying for AFL affiliation) ob-
tained substantial financial sup-
port. Many unions in addition

arity with the strikers. For ex-
ample in Harbor City close to San
Pedro members of the ILA and
the Shipyard workers union join-
ed on the picket line.

Secondly an active defense or-
ganization, the Non-Partisan La-
bor Defense, which at no time at-
tempted to dictate strike policy,
gecured capable legal defense for
arrested workers and raised such
mass support that in Los Angeles
County over two hundred workers
were freed. The NPLD supplied
the bulk of relief during the weeks
of the strike: food stuffs, clothing
and cash that helped to preserve
the excellent morale of the union
men and their families.

CLASS STRUGGLE STRATEGY

The sirike silrategy was built
around a sound class struggle
.basis which above everything else
‘contributed to the snccess of the
atrike in L. A. County. The “fly-
ing picket squads,” made famous
in the drivers’ strike and the tex-
tile general strike, were used to
great advantage here. The scabs
were gwent. off the fields, and the
hosses compelled to come to
terms. As. a result of this strike
the powerful Japanese growers as-
sociation was cracked wide opem.
One of the most significant fac-
tors in the strike was the emers-
ence of the Socialist Party and
the Young People’s Socialist
League as a militant organization
engaged in mass work., From the
first days, young Socialists appear-
ed on the picket lines, raised cash
and food relief, obtained publicity
by means of a -strike -bulletin;
slept, fought and went to jail with
the - strikers and devised strike
strategy hy suggestions and guid-
ance out of the accumulated ex-
perience that the Socialist Party
represents.

By working side by side the
workers in their struggle, the So-
cialist Party gained immeasurably
in the esteem and confidence ot
the unions. A number of the most
militant members have joined the
ranks of a party which has proven

aided by exerting mass pressure
and otherwise showed their solid-

jteelf in the test of the class

struggle.

Ohio Active Socialists Meet

" In Conference at Cleveland

CLEVELAND.—About fifty-five
of the key Socialist members of
Qhio gathered in Cleveland on
e eoiurday, Nov. 14 at the Slovenian

—

pound to betray them when' vital
lissues were at stake. The speaker

sible. and. solutely unthinkable

Auditorium for the Ohio Active |for the Socialist Party to take the
» -« Workers Conference. AmMODE the |lead in the launching of a Labor
" aele such well |Party or a Farmer-Labor Party.

. delegates present were
: JEnown field workers as

. ers 1
of Cleveland, Pollok and Preis 0
the American Federation
Teachers,
. nati Central Labor Union,
-ran, General Qrganizer
M.E.S.A., Widick,
.+ Pnited Rubber Worker,

ous phases of the class struggle
The conference took on- Dpar
sficular significance, as it was held
.shortly after the Ohio state or-
ganization failed to get on the
ballot in the recent electiong and
an expression

‘-was, in a sense,
+-on the part of all leading Ohio So-
- oialists that some fundamental

.+ changes in program, in ideas and
| in» organization were necessary if

the Socialist Party is to develop
" and advance.

The conference
thas great significance for the So-
7 cialist Party nationally, if only
for the fact that it was held
"-jusi; prior to the New York meet-
ing of the N.E.C., which will in-
‘augurate the pre-convention dis-
cussion period of the special con-

@ yention.
' “Report On Farmer-Labor Party

. The conference was opemed b¥
a report from Bert Cochran of
Qleveland on Socialism and the
Farmer-Labor Party.

In his address, he pointed out
that all the experiences of the
post-war European period as well
as all of the teachings of the
" Marxist classics point conclusively
“to the fact that only a revolu-
tionary party can mobilize and
“lead the working class to the de-
feat of reaction and towards the
a agtablishment of a workers state;
that a Labor or Farmer-Labor
i'party if established in America,
‘gan by all practical considera-
i tioris of American politics be
"miothing more than a national ex-
~tension of the American Labor

“Party of New York and with
essentially the same program and
personnel; that such a party could
not solve any of the basic needs
of the working class and was
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“If guch a party is actually estab-
lished,” Cochran. stated, “we can
then decide as a practical ques-
tion whether to affiliate with it
or not, based upon considerations
of how we can hest advance the
interests of the workers and ex-
tend the Socialist influence in
their ranks.”

A “very spirited discussion fol-
lowed the report, with delegates
from - almost :every part of the
state participating. Several dele-
.|gates related experiences from
- |the , field where .local Farmer-La-
_ | bor- Parties had been formed prior
to the national elections and how
all of them had wound up their
careers by joining the Non-Parti-
san Labor League and corraling
the Labor vote:for Roosevelt. Sev-
eral delegates attacked the report
on the grounds that it was see-
tarian, purist and De Leonism, but
this . point of view had little sup-
port from the bulk of the dele-
gates as it so clearly clashed with
all their recent experiences in
their various localities.

In the evening, a resolution on
the Farmer-Labor Party was
adopted by the conference by a
vote of 35 to 3. This resolution
is now being submitted to the
N.E.C. by Comrade Thurber,
Cuyahoga County Secretary, as a
recommendation for the position
of the Socialist Party on this
vital issue.

Report On Organization

¢ John Newton Thurber gave the
report to the conference at the
second session on propused'or-
ganizational changes to-make our
party more eftective.

Comrade  Thurber dealt at
length upon the  necessity of
building trade union and unem-
ployed committees of all comrades
belonging to these organigzations
which will work under a common
discipline. He also emphasized the
necessity in the Socialist Party of
building up full time functionaries,
people who would devote all their
time .to party work. He main-
tained we would thus be enabled

f

to build a firmer structure,
greater cohesion. and discipline
and great devotion and sacrifice

towards the achievement of our
ideas.

A lengthy discussion followed
dealing with the many technical
problems of
Ohio state and the Socialist
Party as a whole. Motions were
adopted recommending to the
State Executive Committee the
obligation to establish disciplined
trade union committees, and have
directed trade union and unem-
ployed work. A motion was also
adopted that a full time state
gecretary be elected at the Janu-

ery. None is allowed to leave the

stated that ® was therefore impos-|

Negroes Held
In Peonage
In Florida

Report to A.F.L. Con-
vention Shows Vir-
tual Slavery

A state of peonage and terrible
exploitation of the Negro turpen-
tine workers in Florida were re-
vealed in a graphiec report to the
Ameriean Federation of Labor
convention at Tampa by Frank
McCallister, socialist organizer in
Florida.

MeCallister and Dr. C. F. Dun-
can, head of the Jacksonville sec-
tion of the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored
People, visited a camp at Mac-
Clenny, thirty miles west of Jack-
conville, November 15.

‘“Negroes Held in Slavery”

Workers there “stated categori-
cally that all the Negro people in
this community were held in slav-

place. The owner has two stool
pigeons who . . . even slip under
the shacks at night and listen in
on the conversation.

“Any desire on the part of the
inmates te escape is effectively
thwarted. Men may suffer bheat-
ings, their lives may be threat-
ened if they attempt to leave., By
a .system of camps which sur-
round the community they are
able to head off any fleeing slave.

“The turpentine workers are
forced to toil from daylight until
they can no longer see at night.
They receive 50 cents to $1. A
very few receive as much as $1.25
a day.

Commissary Racket

“They are forced Lo purchase
their supplies at the commissary
owned by Knabb., Prices uat this
commissary are almost double reg-
ular retail prices. For exalﬁple,
white bacon, whiech can he bought
in Tampa stores for 15 cents per
pound, costs 25 cents a pound in
Knabb's commissary.

“Six pounds of plain flour cost
40 cents in the commissary and
the same grade can be bought for
24 cents at the retail stores. When
the wages of the turpentine work-
ers are translated into purchas-
ing power it is easy to see that
many of them are working for
26 cents a day.

“One man spent $2 outside of
the commigsary a little while back,
and he was told that his pay
would be held up until he pur-
chased all his goods at the com-
missary.” nt

An informer reported the inves-
tigators’ presence to the commis-

| sary clerk, whereupon, since they

“could see a small cluster of
white men gathering,”  they left.

headquarters be located in Cleve-
land.

‘Sunday was devoted to a de-
tailed discussion of practical field

work, with emphasis wupon our
tr_a.ﬂe union and unemployed activ-
ities. Comrade Meagley of To-

ledo gave reports on the Unem-
ployed activities and our work in
the Workers Alliance and Comrade
Widick of Akron gave the trade
union report.

The conference adjourned with
thie feeling that Ohio had in a
sense inaugurated the pre-conven-
tion discussion period—a period
which should result in the neces-
sary clarification to build te So-
cialist Party into the revolutionary
vanguard of the American

workers.

* ¥ ® »

Resolution On Farmer-Labor
Party

The resolution of the conference
on the Farmer-Labor Party fol-
lows:

WHEREAS, only a revolution-
ary Socialist Party can success-
l_fu]Iy lead and organize the work-
ing class for the successful re-
sistance to the onslaughts of
fascism and reaction and

WHEREAS, only a revolution-
ary Socialist Party can mobilze

ary State Convention and that the

and lead ‘the working class
towards the estallishment of a
workers state, and

WHEREAS, a Labor Party or
Farmer-Labor Party can by its
nature and every practical con-
sideration of American politics be
nothing more than a refbrmist
party and is therefore incapable
of solving the fundamental prob-
lems facing the working class
today;

Therefore be it resolved that
the Socialist Party, as a party
cannot take the responsibility of
launching a Labor or Farmer-La-
bor party and further

Be it Resolved that whether
the Socialist Party, as a party, is
to joint the Labor Party once it
is formed or not to join such a
party is purely a practical con-
sideration which can only be de-

cided when the Labor Party is
actually formed.
The main energy must be

shifted towards the building of a
strong revolutionary party which,
working within the structure of a
Labor Party or outside of it, will
retain its independence, its pro-
gram and fight unyieldingly and
unceasingly for its revolutionary
ideas and program.

Passed by Ohio Active Work- |

ers Conference Nov. 14th, 1936,
by a vote of 35 to 3, Cleveland,
Ohio.

Spanish Workers
Still Hold Madrid

(Continued from Page 1)

“democratic”  countries will not
aid  anti-fascist Spain. Premier
Cahallero’s attempts to bring - be-
fore the League of Nations further
proof of Hitler and Mussolini’s
armed intervention are .being
throttled by both France and
Britain. Thus it is clear that
GGermany and Italy have a free
hand in Spain, so far as Dritain

and France are concerned.
The big question mark in all
caleulations is the attitude of

Soviet Russia which undoubtedly
has changed its policy in the last

few weeks to the extent of hegin-

ning to send some effective ma-
terial aid to Spain. Will such
aid continue and will it grow to
proportions sufficient to make vie-
tory possible, is the guestion.
MISDIRECTED APPEALS
The IFrench Government is
bringing pressure to prevent this,
i'oreign Minister Delbos having
declared to the Soviet Ambassa-
dor that Soviet shipments made
the U.S.S.R. responsible if a gen-
eral conflict arose over Spain.
Thus two vyears of nursing the
Franco-Soviet pact, including the:
subordination of the French Com-
munist Party to a policy of na-
tional detense, proves to be worth-
less at the first crisis. Never-
theless, the Communist _Dpress
everywhere continues to make im-
passioned- appeals to “democratic”
countries for aid against fascism,
instead of recognizing that only
e international working class is
wvailable as a real ally for the
Soviet and Spanish workers.
international working class aid
to Spain is growing steadily. The
mternational brigade, formed by
revolutionary workers from other
countries, continued this week to
be the mainstay of Madrid’s de-
fenses, with new contingents - of
highly technically-trained revoli-
tionists Douring across the bord-
ers,
FRENGCH WORKERS SHIP ARMS
The most extraordinary develop-

last weeks is the mounting import-
ance of arms smuggled into Spain

from France despite the Blum
Government’s prohibitions. Gov-
ernment agents in  Marseilles’

geized six trucks carrying not only
ammunition and machine guns but
also, light field pieces. French
military planes have disappeared
from military airports. Thus it
appears (hat the revolutionary
French workers, who are in the
majority in the arsenals and
munitions plants, are making
wholesale raids which the Gov-
ernment dare not publicize for
fear that the arming of Spain will

.develop into an irrepressible mass

movement.
Unfortunately this gsecret ship-
ping of arms is not being hul-

warked by the necessary open po-
litical campaign in support of it.
The Soecialist . Party supports
Blum’s neutrality policy while the
Communist Party interprets the
slogan, *“‘Arms for Spain”, as
meaning a demand upon the Gov-
ernment to lift its blockade. Only
the smaller workers’ organizations,
chief among them being the P.O.L
(Workers ‘International Party) is
publicly campaigning for ‘direct
shipment of arms to Spain by the
workers themselves.

COURSE OF SPANISH C.P.

An alarming indication of the
unprineipled lengths to which the
Spanish Communist Party is pre-
pared to go in its fight against’
other -proletarian parties is the
cahle from Barcelona published in
the November 26th issue of the
American Daily Worker. Enraged
at the "slogan of an All-Workers
Government propagated by the
P.O.UM. (Workers Party of Marx-
ist  Unification), and at that
party's defense of Leon Trotsky
and ihoge executed in the recent
Moscow trial, the Communist or-
gan in Barcelona, “Treball”, is
actually calling for the suppress-
ion of the P.O.U.M. press. Al
the same time both Communist
and P.0.U.M. ministers sit in the

ment of international aid in the

Catalonian government.

WPA Orders Farm
Relief Cut Dec. 15th

MINNEAPOLIS.—Farmers who
voted for Roosevelt on the im-
plication—not the promise—that
he wag their “friend,”. and that
relief would NOT be cutjare re-

experiencing. .
On December 15 an executive
WPA order goes into effect smash-
ing at over 100,000 farmers in
seven northwestern states. Farm-
ers on WPA. farm relief projects,
now receiving $40-350 a month,

Adminisiration projects  where
their pay will be cut to $20 per
month. Because this latter admin-
istration has much less funds to

not over 60,000 for the “neediest”
can be cared for, as compared
with the peak WPA relief load of
2924 295 in this area.
Unemployed Bodies Protest
The states involved are Minne-
sota, lowa, North and. South Da-

organizations are waging a vigor-
ous protest against this uncon-
gcionable order, which will par-

ers and the farm laborers. The
Federal Section of Local 544, com-
posed of WPA workers in the
Twin Cities and the state, the

ceiving the same rude: awaleeTngy
trom thorr BiiSstul trist tHAt the]
American unemployed workers are [/

will be placed on the Resettlement

operate with, it is expected that

kota, Wisconsin, Michigan and Ne- |
braska, with possibly even more |.
states involved. Local unemployed. |

ticularly affect the poorest farm-

Workers Alliance and the Farm-
Holiday Association
ing the order, which follows on the
heels of the U. 'S. Chambet' of
Commerce demand that all fed-
sgi~-aid-to -the unemployed and
*q}ne‘ tieedy ‘be cut off g ety
| Mass Demonstrations Planned

There is_a prospect that many
mass demonstrations will be held
throughout the atffected area to
force the government to with-
draw this order. The first demon-
gttation will be:held at the state
WPA office in St. Paul tomorrow
morning, and others are sure to
follow.

Socialist warnings during the
camphign as to the danger of
farmers and workers trusting
‘Roosevelt are thus being proved
prophetic. Roosevelt is the execu-
tive officer of the capitalist state
and the expectation that he
would act in the interest of those
who own ‘no share in the state—
such as the workers and farmers
in general—is soon disappointed.

SEATTLE, — Union labor won
the fifth of five major strikes dur-
ing the last six months this week.
The victory which made the score
one. hundred to nothing was won
by the Cracker and Confectionary
Workers’ Union over the American
Cracker Company, after a twenty-
three day strike.

Labor Dictators Too Raw
For Enlightened Merchants

S0 disgusting has bhecome the
hrazen type of sell-out practised

national Seamen's Union, that “en-
lightened” capitalists (commercial

American worker can be bam-
boozled through new and more
akilfull ways there is danger of
revolution) are themselves cry-
ing out for a purge from the
unions of the old time  sell-out
artist and his replacement by the
type that can talk in the terms of
“workers government” even while
a betrayal is perpetrated.

“Merchant's View"”
In his column in the New York
Times, entitled, “The Merchant’s
Point of View,"” C. F. Hughes dis-
closes the awareness of “enlight-
ened” capitalists to the social un-
rest of the country. “With the
prospect that labor organization
will be accelerated in this coun-
upon social policies which ob-
tained striking expression in the
last election, developments at the
American Federation of Labor ses-
sions last week at Tampa gave
little cause for rejoicing in either
union or business quarters., The
convention went on record as op-
posed to political dictatorship even
as its own diectators took sum-

mary and ill-advised action.

by certain officials of the Inter-|

pirates who hold that unless the |

“Not a few industrialists are in

e

entire sympathy with the major
objectives since they have come to
gee that their markets depend
upon suitable working standards,”
says Hughes using the old “lib-
eral” argument that in order fto
preserve capitalism it is neces-
sary. to keep the workers satisfied.
“Phey are recognizing also that a
wage and working hour ‘floor’
should prevail for costs if they
are ‘to eliminate the ‘chiselers’
whose prices are low, so low that
their workers are scarcely con-
gumers in the accepted sense,

A Word for Democracy

“Tg this body of enlightened ex-
ecutives, therefore, the present
strife of labor regimes is discour-
aging. They feel that thHe unions
should exercise some of the dem-
ocracy which they are always soO
ready to praise. And the feeling
grows that the government must
in the end have something to say
about assuring proper representa-
tion for rank and file union mem-
bers.

“In the shipping strike here it
has been declared without contra-
diction that the seamen’s organ-
ization voted six to one against a
contract that their officials signed,
even though better terms had been
offered by the shipowners. This,
and other examples make it plain |
that union organization is in some
need of a ‘housecleaning.’” 1

are protest-

| the

L. A. Clothing
Strike Still
Holds Firm

Campaign of Persecu-
tion Fails to Break
Workers Ranks

LOS ANGELES.— When the
workers of Rosenhlum, Inec., struck
last August against the arbitrary
discharge of two clothing cutters
for holding membership in the
Amalgamated Clothing Workers’
Union, no one believed the strike
would last longer than one week.
All the skilled workers had left
the shop. Production had stopped
completely, An immediate settle-
ment was expected.

But outside unexpected influ-
ences upset the unions' justified
hopes. On the day Rosenblum,
Ine., eontacted the strike commit-
tee, proposing an election and
promising no opposition if a ma-
jority will decide in favor of the
union, the labor-hating outfit,
known as the Merchants’' 'and
Manufacturers’ Association, step-
ped into the breach. The firms
vaunted promise was immediately
withdrawn. Thereafter the strike
against Rosenblum, Inc., assumed
2 much broader character. The is-
sues became much more exten-
sive. The strike moved out of its
original, limited confines. Small
as this strike is, in point of num-
bers, it is a symhol of the long
and painful struggle between or-
ganized labor and the open shop-
pers of Los Angeles.

«“BREAK EVERY STRIKE”

“Our efforts must be directed
towards the breaking of every
strike, large or small,” a promi-
nent offieial of the M. & M. As-

sociation stated recently, On an-
other occasion the same official
said: “We do not want to de

stroy organized labop entirely. We
want to keep it on its knees con-
tinually engaged in struggle,” Both
aims are being pursued in the
Rosenblum strike.

The blame for the undue pro-
longation of this strike must be
placed at the doors of the Mer-
chants’s and Manufacturers’ As-
sociation. Left alone, Rosenblum,
Inc.,, would long ago have settled
with the union. Its financial re-
sources do not permit a long
drawn-out conflict.
cu?ai]ment of production should
have proved fatal to its business.
The firm is engaged in the pro-
duction of clothing on immediate
delivery basis. The merchant must
have delivery within a few days
after placing the order—a condi-
tion peculiar to all fill-in markets,
such' as Los Angeles.- - With-85
‘per cent of the working staff out
on strike prospects for union rec-
ognition were, indeed, very good.

PERSECUTION OF STRIKERS

But the opportunity to drive an
open-shop wedge into the men’s
clothing industry looked too al-
luring to the champions of “in-
dustrial autocracy,” the M. & M.
Association. The political influ-
ence and financial power of the
association was immediately plac-
ed at the disposal of Rosenblum,
Inc. Buyers of Rosenblum gar-
ments were “seen” and persuaded
not to press for immediate de-
livery. The financial moguls Te-
ceived a hint to be lenient. The
legal department of the M. & M.
—924 legal stooges—offered its
services gratis. “Impartial” judges
issued "temporary” restraining or-
ders. Ordinary strike activity was
made a - violation of a city or-
dinance, thus shifting the burden
of prosecution onto the shoulders
of the taxpayers.

Talking to scabs in a peaceful
manner was prohibited and made
a misdemeanor. A conviction on
a city ordinance carried with it
the charge of contempt; thus un-
jon members were tried twice for
the same offense. Police made
arrest after arrest on the mere
hint of the bosses. Strikers were
framed by employed provocateurs.
Armed “gorillas” were placed at
the service of the firm. FPaid ads
were inserted in the loeal and out
of town press offering abnormally
high wages to skilled tailors. Pro-
fessional scahs were imported
from nearby cities and also from
other states. The daily press,
particularly the Los Angeles
Times, printed lying stories about
violence on the part of the strik-
ers. Everything possible was done
to whip up a vigilante spirit
against the Amalgamated Cloth-
ing Workers' Union.

A number of union members
have already served prison sen-
tences of five days each. Others
have paid fines of 50 dollars. A
number more are coming up for
trial within a few days. The man-
ager of the union, Jack Blumbers,
has been cited for “contempt” due
to a radio broadcast on the strike
situation.

STRIKERS' RANKS SOLID

But in gpite of all the difficul-
ties the Rosenblum strike will and
must be won. The strikers’ ranks
are solid. Peaceful picketing goes
on daily. The membership of the
union is giving whole-hearted sup-
port to this struggle. The labor |
movement of Los Angeles has
come to realize the issue involved
in this strike. The struggle against
the anti-union forces, embodied in
Merchants' and Manufacturers'
Association, must receive the sup-
port of every trade union man and

"

The Action Army

An abrupt

I guess we'll just have to grin

of the compass—so, comrades of
the ACTION ARMY, please keep
the money and subs rolling in to
the great advantage ol the move-
ment and to the great joy of the
business manager.

The prize recrnit this week is
Carl C. Neilsen of Mill, Valley who
gent in six subs and sent the fol-
lowing to the recipients of his
bounty: “I'm sending you Labor
Action for one year.
you'll owe me a  dollar. If you
don’t like it, give it to some oOne
who does and you owe me nothing.”
And he further informs us that
whatever comes back will be in-
vested in new subscriptions until
the money is used up. Our advice
is go thou and do likewise.

Chester K. Johnson of Minneapo-
lis kept the setady flow.coming in
from the newest addition to the
Western Federation of the Socia-
list Party with the promise that
“we- ajn’t started -nothin’ yet."! You
are hereby appointed first lieuten-
ant in the Minnesota division of
the Action Army, Ches, Your new
job besides getting subs is recruit-
ing privates. > iy

And from the ranks of the strik-
ers on the.west coast we discover
new recruits in Seattle and San
Pedro, points hitherto unheard
from. These buck privates ordered:
juicy bundles with promises of |
more to come in both bundles and
subs. ! ; :

Morrill Goddard rings in from far
distant Miami, Mlorida with a hrace
of subs and a bundle order. -Look |
out Morrill—it's against the IFlor-
ida Chamber of Commerce ruleg fo
import California products,

To come back nearer to home
we have to pat local San Francisco
on the back for a gwell job so tar
in getting subs and taking the bhig-
gest bundle order — and hand
a seallion to Los Angelse for their
poor showing in building a divigion
of ACTION ARMY sub chasers.
(But they sure got the money in
for the Foundation Fund.)

We could go on and on but we
think vou get the ideaghy now.
What we need and what we want
in order to put Labor Action across
and make it a powerful instrument
in the hands of the Socialist Party
is RECRUITS TO THE ACTION
ARMY. Jimmy Higginses who will
get subs and literature agents who

filers who. will sell: the paper and
workers who will give to its sus-
taining fund.

By FRANK STERN
The recruits to the_action army gave us the bums’ rush
this week and we're still wading in subs up to the ears and
wondering why we ever thought up such a brilliant
scheme. But the editorial board thinks it’s a good idea so

and bear it.

The lot of the business manager is not a happy one
except when he sees the shekels rolling in from all points

If you like it ||

LETTER TO THE
EDITOR

San Francisco, Nov. 28, 1936.
Comrades:

Labor Action
morning's mail. .

Have just finished the Edi-
torial section and the report on
the “Writers' Congress Comes
to Town” . . . and hastily turn
to my typewriter to say some-
body has opened a window and
let in some much needed fresh
air. And, oh! How refreshing!
[ glance out of the window and
note, also, that the fog has
cleared very considerably!

I'm that “crasy’” fellow you
met. on that park bench.
~More power to your pen!

Comradely,
GEORGE ELLIS.

came in -this

‘Saturday.

“will=take bundlesorders, .rank andy

Are you a comrade who wants

fo build the movement? If so your
place is in the ranks.of the AC-
TION ARMY. Your first job is to
see that every member of your
branch is a subseriber. Your sec
ond to see that YOUR BRANCH
TAKES ‘A, BUNDLE ORDER
KVERY WEEK.

This applies especially to branch-
es and ‘loeals west of the Missis-
sippi. The rate for bun'(lles-are as
follows—Dundles under 100 copies
3 cents per copy. Bundles [rom
100 Lo 500, 2 cenls per copy, AH
orders must be in no later than
Tuesday morning of each week.

We also urge, request, and im-
plore our readers and corregpon-
dents to send in all announcements;
stories, articles, ete., no later than
Important news stories
which break over the week-end
will be accepted, no later than the
first mail Monday morning.

Comrades—Now is: the time for
action. The Socialist Party in the

west is growing as a revolutionary

force. Labor Aection is needed
NOW to help yvou reach the work-
ers in your community-to help you
build your branch. .

Join the ACTION ARMY.®

GET A BUNDLE ORDER TFOR
YOUR BRANCH and A SUB FROM

.YOUR FELLOW WORKER- IN

THE SHOP, OR YOUR CLASS-
MATES IN_SCHOOL.

Let’s do this job right and build
into the powerful

Labor Action
force that it must and should he
in the Labor Movement. ACT NOW.

Wells Calls For
«Culture Bible’

Advocating the assembling of a
vast “bible of world culture,”
which he claimed would be the
“mental background of every in-
.telligent man in the world,” H. G.
Wells last week told the Royal
Institution at London that such a
book would have saved President
Roosevelt a great deal of “experi-
menting” in the last four years.

Welld, ani ex-schivo] teacher who
firet hecame well-known through
his mass production of fantastic
tales based on the machine age,
described to his distinguished audi-
ence the details of his latest in-

tellectual adventure. All mental
muddles of the past could be end-
ed through such a book, he said.
Considering his age, he continued,
he did not consider himself as be-
ing able to do the job himself.

Roosevelt, he claimed, is one of
the most interesting figures of his-
tory. “He did not pretend to he a
divinity. He was a politician of ex-
ceptional good will. He was none
of your dictator gods.”

according to Wells, America was
“ready to be told and shown.” But
the “hible of world culture” was
not prepared. “This higher brain,
this gray matter of America, was

woman of Los Angeles,

"

so entirely uncoordinated that it
had nothing really comprehensive,
searching, thought out and trust-
worthy for him to go upon. The
President had to experiment and

When Roosevelt came to office,

attempt this and that.”

ltaly Hurries
Plans for War

Meeting in the dead of night,
after it had contemptuously slap-
ped the Soviet Government in the

face by recognizing the Faseist.
rebels in Spain, the Italian Fascist.

grand council. -last week voted
more guns, more airplanes, more

warships, and ‘more men for the -

army.

The Italian council openly an-'

nounced its intention to whip up

the war machine -to its highest.

tighting piteh, especially the air
and sea forces. . X

The Soviet Government has.

heen at pains to prove that it has
net sent any guns or ammuni-

tion to the Loyalists, maintaining

that it has given only bandages,

a few cans of food, and articles:

of ¢lothing, a service for which

not even a capitalist nation would -

be censured. The Italiang have
openly supported the Rebels with
and ammunition,- but the

guns
Soviet bureaucracy has so far
done nothing beyond speaking

strenuously about the situation. .
Although many French muni-
tions plants, according to the
Daily Worker of November 16,
are sending war equipment to the
Spanish Fascist Insurgents, the
ltalian Council, nevertheless, is
placing as much pressure upon
the Blum government as possible

to prevent a formal word of en:

conragement to the Spanish Loyal-
list government now forming at
Barcelona. The Blum govern-
ment has so far joined in pre-
venting arms from reaching the
Spanish Loyalists.
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The Notebook

Deeper Into the Umons-——The Party Must
- Go to the Masses—Building the
'Party In Action *

of an Agitator

Not the least of the reasons for the renewed vitality
and firm, healthy growth of the Socialist movement in
California is the newly developed activity of many of its
members in trade unions and the increased attention the
party as a whole is devoting to this field.

‘The turn toward trade

toward new life for the Socialist party in the west.

means reconstructing the organ-
ization on a proletarian founda-
tion.
first of all if we are to he a
real force In the class struggle
and not a mere club of well
meaning people which never of-
fends anybody and which nobhody
ever thinks of taking servionsly.
It takes a fighting organization
make a revolution, and the
place to build it inside, not
oulside, the hroad labor move-
ment. That means, primarily, the
trade wunions.  We still have a
long way to go to complete this |
necessary  transformation ol the |
party. What has been done so
far—and it is all to the good—
is, alter all, merely dabhling. We
will not really get down to busi
ness until we (devote nine-tenths
of our time and attention to trade
union work, |
£ %
The Basic Organizations
The trade unions are the ele-
mentary and  basic erganizations
of the workers and the main
medinm _through which the social-
ist idea. can penetrate the masses
and. thus become a real force. The
masses (o not come to the party;
the party must zo to the masses.

is

The militant activist, who earries
the bhanner inlte Lhe mass orsan
ization and takes his place on the
firing line in their struggle is the
true  representative ol resurgent
gocialism.

And it. is not enongh hy any
means to Lhave o lew “specialists”™
attending to this function while
the  athers occupy the cheering
section in the grand stand. Noth-

ing is more absurd and futile than
such. a party. Auxilliary organ-
izatipns can and should be [ormed
to -enlist the support of sympa-
thizers and fellow-iravellers. Bul
the party of the proletariat, to my
notien, should he conceived as an
organization of activists with the
bulk . ot its members—everyone
eligible, .in fact—rooted . in the
trade. unions and other mass or-

ganizations of the workers.
*® * &=

At this point we always come

practice.. There is neither sense
nor profit  in such debate, for
the vtheory of Marxism, as Engels

And that is what is needed |

idevoied
| timea

work means the turn
It
Let muddle-heads argue
comes first and which is
more important. As an all-around
I nuisance and futilitarian the mis-
named “Marxist” who mulls over
theory in a vacuum is tied by the
vulgar activist who is “all motion
and uno direction,” Effective revo-
lutionists unite theory with prac-
tice in all their activity.

Engels fought on the barricades
in his vouth., Marx, the formulator
of the theory of the proletariat,
an enormous amount of
tn the practical werlk of or-
ranization in the First Interna-
tiona!l and remained a reveolution-

union

o action,
| wheen

ary war-horse till the day of his
(death, sniffing the battle from
afar.. Lenin was a thinker and a
doer. And Trotsky, the greatest
|revelutionary man of wetion the
lworld has ever seen, elucidated

probleris of theory on a military
train in the heat of ecivil war,

#* * "
Purposeful Activism !

The purposeful activism of the
educated socialist must he directed
nrimarily into the trade unions
precisely hecause they are the
immediate connecting link with a
bhroader cirele  of  workers and
theretfore the most froitfonl  field
ol activity.

When the socialist
rieel  inlo  the workers’ mass or-
ganizations hy the militant” activ-
ists, and  takes root there, a
profound influence is exerted npon
tliese  organizations. They  be-
come more aware of their class
interest, and their historie mission,
and grow in militancy and solid-
arity and effectiveness in their
struggles against the exploiters.

At the same time the party
gains strength from the live mass
contact, finds a constant cor-
rective for tactical errors under
the impact of the class struggle
and steadily draws new proletar-
ian recruits into its ranks, In|
the trade union struggle the party
tests and corrects itself in action.
It hardens and grows up to the
level of its historie task as the
workers” vanguard iu the coming !
revolution.

The trail-blazing work

idea is car-

ofthe-

luinions has opéned a. path. for the
party as a whole. There can be
no doubt that the near future

explained many times, is a guide

holds great successes for the party
it it follows that path—J. P. C.

The Election Campaign
“And the “Liberal Press’

If socialists ever had any illu-
sions about that section of the
capitalist press which calls itself
“liberal,” the recent presidential
campaign should shatter them for
all time. The boyeott of Soecialist
news: and. announcements in the
papers supporting the President,
and. particularly in the Seripps-
Howard chain throughout the
country, was so obvious as to
elicit ecomment even among non-
radicals. The boycott was made
all -the ‘more striking by the space
given the activities of the Com-
munist Party, and the lengthy and
respectiul quotations from the
speeches of - Mr. Browder.

Suech discrimination was, of
course, completely logical from the

viewpoint of “liberal” journalism. |

The Socialist candidates were con-
ducting .a straight-forward fight
against both Republican and Dem-
ocratic parties. The Communist
Party not only hased its campaign
on the slogan—"Keep Landon Out
of the ®White House at All Costs,”
but actually encouraged its best-
known trade-union leaders and its
“feltow-travelers”—like Heywood
Broun, Mary Van Kleeck and
others—to whoop it up for Roose-
velt,,. Its services to the Demo-
cratie. ticket were rewarded by the
Democratic press.

In  San . Francisco, the Daily
News could not very well ignore
the ecampaign visit of Norman
Thomas, though it accorded it less
space than it gave to the candi-
dates of the moth-eaten Socialist
tabor Party whiih was not even
on the ballot in California. But the

radio speeches of the Socialist can-
didates were completely ignored in |

its - daily features of political
broadcasts.
fore election, the News carried a
first-page box listing all the po-

litieal: broadeasts for the following

day—inecluding those of the Com-
Dr.
There was,
no mention of the national broad-
casts by Norman Thomas, George

munists, Father Coughlin,
Townsend and Lemke.

Nelson and Daniel Hoan—although ' given military training and bear | Congress to be a replica of the
the radio editor received these |arms are not considered by the |League of Nations and that, like
announcements both from KGO |League's experts as “permancnt” |the latter. it should confine its
and from the Socialist Party, just |and so are not included in their |results between discussion and
as he had received and ignored |estimate of the world’s cannon [ mutual agréeement. Due to this,
similar broadcast notices through- | todder. they had to invite everybody, and
out the campaign. They note brietly in the tabula- |included official invitations to the

During. the past four months it |.tion that such organizations serve | Fascist vouth movements of Ger-
has become practically impossible |as “valuable adjunets.” miny and Italy, The Communists

On the Saturday be-

to get the announuement' of any
Socialist event in ghe News—
though the Chronicle frequently -
prints such notices, On the other
hand, the News gives space al-
most weekly, to the meetings of
the little Socialist Labor Party,
the almost extinct Proletarian
Party and other minor: radical
groups of a purely academic na-
ture. We -do not complain against
such announcements. We merely
c¢hronicle the fact as an indication
that the paper's policy in such
matters '+ is determined not by
‘news sense” but by political con-

, single

‘workers since 1934 for
'has
| reactionary leadership,

|sweeping on and resulting in defi-
(nite gains for the workers,

labor

mmmmmmr%—r

1934, of militant labor

throughont the nation have turned
toward California and toward San
Francisco in partieular. For San

Francisco is the center of the
organized labor movement in a
state which for vears—because of
its criminal syndicalism laws, its
|vtg1]antes, its hounding of agri-
cultural labor and its continued
prosecution of Mooney and Bill-
ings—has been considered a sym-
hol of reaction and injustice.
Since 1934 that city has emerged
as the scene of an aggressive la-
hor struggle that has rocked the
entire country. Many who are not
acquainted with San Francisco’s
labor  Thistory and others who
ignore that history or try to fal-
sify it to serve their own ends,
attemplt to explain this situation
as a miracle accomplished by a
leader or hy some single
group with a particular social and
political philosophy.

The hervoie battle of the San
Francisco Maritime and other
a decent
lite and work is not
rendered less heroic because it
its roots in a long. tradition
of militant struggle. Wave after
wave of labor militancy, some-
times bheaten down, sometimes di-

the eyves

standard of

Since the waterfront strike of |

SAN FRANCISCO --HE STORM CENTER

e

Mlhtant Tradttlons Surcvwe In Insurgent Labor Movement

litical ma.c-hiue run by the labﬂr
leaders, in collusion with public
utility interests, racketeers and
gamblers, over which lahor had no
control -whatever and which held
| the ecity in its grip for the next
five years.

In the years -'immeCIiately -fol-
lowing the earthquake and fire of
1906, organized labor built up its
economic strength in San Fran-
cisco to a point never equatied
before or since in the history of
trade unions. Among the or-
ganized trades, San Francisco was
100 per cent closed shop and. in
the building trades. particularly,
wages soared, The Union Labor
Party had to render some sgervice
to the organized workers during
this pegiod, though when the rush
of immediate reconstruction with
the resultant shortage of labor
was over, it was to sell out even
the building trades workers again
and again. The hard-boiled labor
politicians. who dominated both
the Building | Trades Council
(whose president became mayor
of the city) and the Labor Coun-
cil as well as the Union Labor
Party—built up fortunes. during
their days in office by develop-
ing the sell-ont game into a fine
art. #

In Reactionary

verted into "safe” channels by
sometimes .

have |
swept through the San Francisco
movement throughout its
history. As early as 1850.' during |
the days of the gold rush, the
seamen went on strike in San
Trancizeo. In 1877 occurred the (a-
mous  Sand-Let Riots in  which
the workers, incensed by the use
af Chinese coolie labor during a
period of unemployment and mass
misery, were led— or rather mis- |
led-—into tuking out their resent-
ment on the exploited Chinese
rather than on ths bosses. The
'B0s and '90s were packed with
lahor struggles. A large contin-
gent of San Francisco unemployed
joined Coxey’s Army in the march
on Washington during the 1393-98{
depression, But it was not until
the early 1900’s that organized la-
bor became a powerful-factor in
the eity’s industrial life,

Teamsters’ Strike

Of 1905 .
In the year 1905 came the great
Teamster's = Strike, portrayed by

Jack London in The Valley of the"
Moon. During this strike, Phelan,
the -“reform mayor” placed city |
olicemen on the trucks to pro-
tect scab drivers. Daily. battles.
took place between union men,
scabs and police throughout the
citv. The actions of the city
authorities turned the attention
of the workers to political action.
Upon this resentment and its |
manipulation by a few crooked|
demagogues, there was built up .
' the *“Union Labor Party"—a po-

_Group

|which they accepted huge ‘bribes,

“eutions which ended the: political

ments of
| within,

movement
only a memory. iy

A§ labor leadérs ‘they made no
attempt to organize the unm‘gan E
(ized and by special agreementl
with the utility intere%ts from |

the utility employes in p'zn_‘l'tl-icular,
were left strictly alone in- their
repeated  attempts  to o organize
themselves: Finally . Fremont.
Older, who later fought for the.
freedom of Mooney and Billifgs;
instituted the fumous graft prese-

careers  of some of the lahor
czars,  Unfortunately many —of
them still kept a strangle-hold on
their unions. Much of the energv
of the lahor militants in the mext
few years had to bhe expended in
fighting, not only the encroach-

the. Dbosses but these
~of the- working -class
By 1920, the strength and
solidarity of the trade wunion
in San Francisco. was:

enemies

Beginning around 1909, the
LW.W. fought their labor battles
up and down the Pacific Coast,
making great organizational in-
roads, not only in the Northwést
lumber camps and the California
agricultural fields, but also- anon
the maritimg, Warkers, particulahiy.[;.
in_San Francisco:: In ‘those.years;
the - Socialist.. Party :was also
growing rapidly among the milit-
ant, cldss conscious workers. Even
the anarchists gained -a - foothold:
in the San Francisco labor -maove:
ment and . strangely emough, some
of their most active labor men—

T

crushed,

labor
1912, ‘hecame the labor
tives of
Labor Council,
—although militant opposition was
practically
lwith representatives. of the Cham-
ber of Commerce, resurrecting the
“Union Labhor
two ygars for the purpose of en-
.dorsing
office.
Francisco was still “a strong labor
town.’]
. shop ‘was
existed on sufferance because they
Wwere no longer a menace to the
employers.
either bided their time or dropped
by the ‘wayside, discouraged.

;nope . which followed the N.R.A.
aroused both the old and a new
generation of militants to action,

the militant tradition

leadership. was staged.

“playing hall" with the corrupt
building trades leaders. The Me-
Namara confession, engineered by
Lincoln Steffens, ended a definite
phase of labor militancy, not only
on the Pacifie Coast, but through-
‘out the nation. For the next five
or six years, labor was intent on
regaining its respectability and
i.0s Angeles was expanding as the
great open shop center of “the
West.

Tom Mooney
Framed

Ingt h~fore ‘Ameriea entered the
World War, San Francisco’s “civic
peaee’” was shattered by the long-
shoremen. It was during the strike
that  followed that the late Cap-
tain Dollar made the tamous re-
mark that “the only way to end
a strike is to send ambulance
loads of pickets to the hospital.”
While the longshoremen were out,
the culinary unions and the mu-
sicians also struck. Mooney tried
to organize the street-railway em-
ployes and was framed, together
with Billings, on the charge of
bombing the Preparedness Day
parade, The strikes were lost and
Mooney was convicted. The mil-
lion dollar fund, raised by the
Chamber of Commerce to break
the waterfront strike and to fi-
nance the Mooney “investiga-
tions,” marked the bheginning ot
complete employer solidarity on
the Pacific Coast.
In the wave of strikes and lock-
outs that marked the close of the
war period, the maritime workers’
struck again, but in the absence
of any solidarity among the water
front unions, they were completely
By 1920, even the power-
ful Building Trades Council had
hecome an impotent shadow. The
“progressives” of 1910 and
conserva-
running the
with an iron hand

the 1920’s,

non-existent—Ilunching

Party™ label every
their

In

for
San

candidacies
name, at least,
In actuality,
a myth.

the closed
The unions

The

labor militants

‘New Generation
Qﬁ Militants

g

wave’ of -drganization and .

It was on the water-front

had

where
been
the « tivst sue-
against the old

strongest, that
cessful  battle

ols

Jwest. San Francisco labor had
{come back! On July 16th, .it
‘startled the nation by a General
Strike.

This is merely the barest out-
line of San Francisco’s labor past,
Thousands of clean-fighting work-
rers have contributed to that rec-
jord—men and women of every
conceivable shade of working-class
political and social opinion, There
iz a tendency today among nany
who are ignorant of that record
to believe that “labor militancy"
was born in San Francisco two
years ago. The Comimunist Party,
for example, and many of its
newly converted “fellow-travelers”
who know only what they are told,
would have us believe that it was
actually born in Party headquar-
ters, with Sam Darcy acting as
mid-wife. As a result, they greet
every manifestation of militancy
on the waterfront that does not
accord with the Party line with
a sneering reference to “Wabbly
tacties,” or dub every labor milit-
ant who disagrees with that line
a “Wobbly,”

Those who have assimilated the
great lessons of the World War
and the . Russian revolution can
understand the incompleteness
and falsity of some of the basic
theories of the LLW.W., which ac-
count for its downfall. But at the
same time the young . generation
of labor militants must be taught
to respect the tradition of the
old LW.W. It included in its ranks
some of the most fearless and
hon®st ' fighters the lahor move-
ment in this country has known,

and many of its principles and
tacties have  contributed im-
measurably to the modern strug-
gles of American labor.
Honor Great
Tradition

Fvery militant: worker in the |
United States owes to the Wob-
biies a debt of gratitude for the

fearless struggles they conducted
in the textile centers of the Rast,
the Jumber and harvest and min-
ing regions of the West, and
along the waterfront of the entire
nation. The Wobbly tradition, like
that of the trade union militants,
is part of labors priceless heri-

tage, .
It- will never be the policy of
Labor Action, nor of revolutionary

Socialists. generally, to sneer at
those who conducted the struggles

) The Party At Work

San Francisco
Moves Forward

reached the lowest
depths during the period 1934—
spring 1936, the Socialist Party
of San TFrancisco was Dbeginning
Lo stir, with a few grumblings at
lirst, and then with the hang of
4 small fire-cracker.

When reincarnation was just at
its beginning, before it could be
determined what new role the
Socialist Puarty was to play, the
campiign came with sll its com-
plications, Despite the overwhelm-
ing Rooseveltl sentiment the So-
cialist Party forged ‘ahead during
the campaign,

In the two month period preced-
ing the elections the Socialist
Party held six large meetings
dealing with labor, international
and political gquestions. During
that same period over 80,000
pieces of literature were dis-
tributed, 4000 people composed
audiences for Socialist speeches,
4000 additional individuals were
contacted with Socialist literature
through mail and Soecialists spoke
to a great many organizations
ranging from Labor unions to the
wW.C.T.U.

The Socialist Party of San Fran-
cisco was responsible for printing
the Western roialist, the State
Campaign paper; and distributing
more than 15,000 copies in San
Francisco alone.

Because of the valuable results
of Socialist activity in the past
tew months, the State Executive
Committee found it advisable to
move its offices to San Francisco.

Having

In addition Labor Action is a
direct outgrowth of the accom-
plishments  of San  Francisco
Local.

Partly because of its revolution-
ary prineiples and the application
of those principles in trade union
activity, the Socialist Party of
San Francisco during its political
campalgn  gained  tremendously,
not in the number of votes, hut in
its newly acquired laber hase,

Honor National
Secretary

On Derember 12 in Chicago, the
Socialist Party is’ holding a Fare-
well Dinner and Reception for
Clarence Senior, who is,K retiring
from the office of National Secre-
tary because of ill health,

All locals are urged to send

greetings to Comrade Senior fow
Ihis ftarewell Reception. More im-
portant, however, we urge all loe-
als to find ways and means of
raising a4 sum of money to he sent

for the purse which is to be pre-
sented to Comrade Senior on De-
cember 12,

Comrade Senior has literally

given his health to the Socialist
Party. e has faithfully served
the locals and state organizations
throughout the ecountry ftor eight
vears. He has cheerfully born the
brunt of financial worry and has
served much of the time without
any linancial security for himself,
He has kept the organization to-
gether through some of its II!CISt
trying vears. The purse will be
presented to him so that he may
z0 to some dry climate for a long
rest to regain his health. Locals,
please take action immediately.
California has benefited a great
deal by the co-operation of Com-
rade Senior who has assisted us
immeasurably to re-vitalize our
state organization.

And, just bhetween onrselves, the
State  Office has extended to
Comrade Senior an invitation to
spend his vacation in Southern
California. Any comrade in the
gouthern area who would like to
have the honor of furnishing hos-
pitality to Comrade Senior and his
wife and baby please communicate
immediately with the State Office.
Cemrade Senior has not given us
a definite answer as yef, but we
hope that if we can assure him of
a place to stay we can persuade’

him to visit us. How about it?
® * »

East Bay:

Comrades in BEast B"I.}' are look-
ng for a new headquarters, and
wey hope to find a suitable loea-
tion by the first of the new year.

The State Convention of the So-
cialist Party will be held in Berke-
ley, Febraary 20-22,

&* i =

San Diego:

Comrade Ivick Fraser-is actively
dssisting the Federation of Agri-
cultural Workers' Union in their
efforts to organize the workers
and win union conditions in the
tomato crops, particularly in the
area south of San Diego. Comrade
Fraser is assisting with defense
and educational work, in prepara-
tion tor the strike which may be
called very soon if negotiations
fail.. Union demands are 90 per
cent closed shop; 40 cents per
hour minimum; 8-hour day; time-

and-a-half fm- overtime.

of the past—in San Francisco or
elsewhere—no matier what their
social philosophy; mnor to heap
slander on ‘those honest and ag:

| #ressive workine.class leaders. who | . .

do not see eye to eye with us
on every question.

traditions of the past. Labor
Action honors all groups and in-
dividuals who contributed to those

The mari-

instinctive radicals without &any
genuine labor ph-ilosophy-were

time strike -of 1934,

regalvanized '
the labor movement of the entire

traditions, it is determined to
build upen them; not to ignore
them nor tear them down.

(Ernest Erber, National Chair-
man of the Young People’s So-
cialist League, attended the World
Youth Congress at Geneva and
publishes his findings in an illu-
‘minating article in the November
issue of “Challenge,” the official
organ of the Y.P.S.L. All revolu-
tionary workers are indebted to
Comrade Erber tor the resolute
stand he took at the congress and

- i & o
i & 4 ‘.

took notice of thls but did llot

formulate any protest whatéver, In
the United States, these  invita-
tions served the purpose of se-
curing the attendance of the
liberal youth movements. “The
Fascists are going to Geneva. Be-
cause of this, 'we must be repre-
sented there with a la,rge anti-
Fascist delegation so that we can
throw them out of the Co;ugresa

the searching light he has thrown

sideration. The same is true of
the Hearst press, . but the Hearst
press  makes no  pretence to
liberalism.

As the Socialist Party becomes
the only party of revolutionary
opposition, it may expect an ever-
growing resentment among
liberals, the communo-liberals and
their press, The answer is obh:
vious—a militant Socialist and
Labor press. We begin with
LABOR ACTION in California.

Permanent Armies

Without including such semi-
military organizations as the vari-
ous armed youth organizations of
Europe or the National Guard and
R. O. T.-C. in the United States
or the territorial forces of Great

Britain, military experts of the
l.eague , of Nations recently re-
leased tabulations showing that

permanel.. armies of the world are
larger than in 1914
before the World War broke out.

The standing - armies of
world now number 7,600,000
compared
last slaughter broke out.

To the armed forces upon land,
the .experts. add enough men in
the military navies of the world
to bring the total to 8,200,000.

Such youth organizations as

the !

ger Than 1914

immediately

the
as
to 5,900,000 bhefore the

those existing in Italy where chil-
dren as young as eight years are

‘upon this pertidious gdthering in
his article in *“Challenge.” In view
of the timely importance of the
article we are reprinting it here-
with in full—Editor.)
By ERNEST ERBER

I can only write reluctantly
about the events in the World
Youth Congress, the latest stage
in the political degeneration of
Stalinism and the bigger demon-
stration of how the nations are
preparing for war with slogans
of peace, [ do not at all feel
inclined to speak ahbout that hash
of political confusion, mixed with
political treason, which took
place in Geneva, particularly since
I have been breathing th® clear,
fresh proletarian air of revolu-
tionary Barcelona during the last
two weeks.

The World Youth Congress has
been the fruit of the illicit rela-
tions between the Young Com-
munist International, which still
waves the banner of Lenin, and
the International League of Na-
tions Society, which displays that

and Clemenceau, The illegitimate
child of this union has acquired
the worst characteristics of its
progenitors.

Invite Fascists

the Communists nor the
‘League of Nations Society held
the position that the Congress
was one of struggle. The League
of Nations Society wanted the

Neither

of Woodrow Wilson, Lloyd George |

The leaders of the Young" Peoples
Socialist League of America took
the Communists at their word and
sent me to Geneva. However,
when the ,Fascist youth move:
ments refused to attend the Con--
gress because the Communists’
had participated in its prepara-
tion, the Communists officially de-
plored this on the Congress floor.
The secretary of the Young Com:
munist League of the Soviet
Inion, Kossariev, declared: .
“We must solemnly promise
that we will not allow anything
to be placed in the way of our
unity for peace. We must see
with all clarity what are the
weak points of the youth move:
ment of our times and .f,apé-'
them openly. Certain leaders
of the Socialist Youth League
have boycotted this Congress
because they did not want to
meet with the delegates of re-
actionary organizations. This
position estranges us, the revo-
lutionary Communists. We feel
a profound regard for the Ger-
man working-class youth and we
Judge their presence indispens-
able in a world organization ‘of
youth against war.” (From the
official resume of the speech.)
What did Kossariev mean when
he stated that the refusal of the
Socialists to join with the Fascists
estranged the Communists, and
that the latter felt a profound
regard for the working-class youth
of Germany? This can be ex-
plained in only one way: it means
that Kossaries recognized the Na-
zi as the representatives of the
yvoung workers of Germany, and
felt that their
the Nazis) was indispensable in
a world organization of young

presence (that of,

act of treason to the working-
class youth of Germany, to the
anti-Faseist martyrs,
‘those being - tortured, to this day
.in. the concentration camps. And
- this ‘is being.said by people who
‘accuse . the collaborators of Lenin
of working with the Gestapo, and
who murder them en masse.
Suppress Revc:!utionaries

As the Congress had to be a
model of the League of Nations,
the delegates did not represent
their organizations. They 'were
not’ Socialists, Communists or
‘liberals, but Frenchmen, English-
men or Americand, Each national
‘delegation had to work as a unit
and adopt its
gation meetings,
‘possible, express;

and

tions Seeiety,
‘presidents of the
The highest body of the Congress,

lary minority could not be heard!

relations  and that
the youth to do it.

it

The worst of it- was
up a conglomeration
confusion and

Congress with more
'ideas than when they came.
. “Shocked” By Erber

I had to wait through
‘sessions

people in favor of peace. I:can-
not tind

the floor.

and teo all”

decisions in dele-
insofar as
before the Con-

gress solely the opinion of the
majority. In other words, the
minerities could not express their
position, except inside their own
delegations, could not make their
voice heard in the Congress. The
president of the Congress was

appointed by the League of Na-
just as were the
commissions.

the diseussion round-table, was
composged of representatives of the
national delegations. What per-

‘fect parliamentary fortification so
that the voice of the revolution-

It. was said at the Congress
that the old generation could not
solve the problem of international
was up to
Despite that,
a large part of the Congress was

of their long years of experience.
that what
they expounded to the youth made
of so much
stupidity that al-
most all those attending left the
confused

four
hefore they granted me
TFinally, they solemnly
words Lo describe this:gave me three minutes to state

Lining Up. the Youth for the Next War

the revolutionary position, after a

mixture of bourgeois, pacitism,
Stalinist betrayal and religious
piety had taken up four sections
of the commission. I used  the

three minutes to denounce the or-
ganization of the Congress in its
entirety especially in regard to
gilencing the minority viewpoints.
Thig shocked them into granting
me another five minutes to finish
my turn.

I then pointed out as best |
could in the short time at my
disposal, that collective security
is nothing but a pious phrase

. employed by. the imperialist

powers satiated in the last war, -
to defend their booty. 1| de-

clared that faith in the League

of Nations and in collective se-

curity -harnessed  the peoples to

the war chariots of their respec-

tive governments. 1 finished by

making an appeal for the in-

dependent action of all: peoples -
wanting peace, and -above all for .
the independent action of the

working class of the world.

The Congress

approved the

whole political line of the League
of Nations Society and the Young
Communist International. It de-

clared itselt ready to support the
majority of the adminstrators of
the League of Nations in a war
against any nation which intended
to disturb the “status quo” estab-
lished by the treaty of Versailles.
In this way was a Congress for
peace converted into a Congress

for war.
Youth was fooled into support-
ing the last war because they

filled with speeches by repre-|believe the pious phrases of the
sentatives of the old generation |statesmen of 1914, Woodrow Wil-
who gave the vouth the fruits |son made the American youth be-

lieve that the United States was
fighting a “war to end war’—a
“walr to make the world safe for
democracy.”

The Communists take part in
the preparations for new mass
imperialist slaughter with full
recognition of the Consequences
of their actions. Their deliberate
preparations for betraval are a
crime a thousand times worse
than the betrayals of the social
patriots of 1914, *

The resurgence of San Fran-
cisco labor in the past two years ‘
is built upon the best militant

Westem States

F ederatwn

LOCALS IN THE WEST AT- |the west,

TEYTION: We want to build up
a real column of western news.
Please appoint someone in.your
local to be responsible for send-
ing news to the Federation Sec- .
retary, Crary Trimble, Room 334,
628 Montgomery Street, San
Francisco, so that we will have
weekly reports .on local Social-
ist activity throughout the west.

Special news of labor strug-
gles, organization ‘drives, unem-
ployed and agricultural labor
organization work should be
sent as special ‘articles.

Make l.abor Action ‘“the Voice
of Socialism in the West.” Dead-
line for material is Saturday of
each week, but especially im-
portant news will be used if it
arrives in the first mail Mon-

day morning. 5
¥ & %

“Red Special”

Starts Tour

GOOD NEWS! The Red Special
Isound truck is due to start on its
tour of the states in the Western
Federation. Starting with a meet-
ing in Saint Louis, Sunday, De-
cember 13, Comrade Douglas And-
erson and @ his wite will spend
about ten. days (according to ten-
lative plan) in Joplin and the
area covered by southeastern Kan-
sas and norvtheastern Oklahoma,
after whieh it will be routed
through the states of the south-
west. on its way to the coast.

A Jater issue of Labor Action
will give more complete details.
Recruits tor Footloose Rebels
should start sending their names
RIGHT AWAY so they may bhe
prepared for follow-up work on the
tour.

Comrade Anderson has been a
labor organizer hoth in the min-
ing and garment industries. He
has been an active Socialist, mem-
ber of the State HExecutive Com-
mittee of Illinois, and is now a
national organizer for the Socialist
Party.

% %

Greetings From

Utah

Comrade TLocke of Salt Lake
City writes: “Ever since I re-
ceived your report of the confer-

ence held in Colorado last Sep-
tember 1 have intended to write
and tell you how pleased I am
with what was accomplished and
with the splendid agenda out-
lined. 1 feel that we, here in the
Rocky Mountain region, now have
the nuecleus of a real and mili-
tant Socialist movement and one

that can and should receive the
enthusiastic support of every mem-
ber of the Socialist Parly who is
deeply concerned as to its future,

To me it seems that here, in

lies the future of the
party, and that the kind of a
party we should have will largely
depend on the courage and con-
vietions®of its membership and its
vision. May [ say in con-
clusion that I am greatly encour-
aged with the spirit that is be-
ing manifested by the comrades in
California. The result of the elec-
tion seemingly has not blunted
their courage, and their determin—
ation should be an incentive to all

the rest of us to do likewise.”
£ * *

“Security”’

From Lincoln, Nebraska, we re-
ceive mews of local activity in
spite of “Hoover-Rooseveltian De-
pressive-Prosperity.” TUnemployed
workers who are “old enough' re-
ceive “State Aid Assistance,” af-
fectionately termed by some as an
“Oll Age Pension.” They are sup-
posed to receive the magnificent
sum of %30 per month, but if a
friend or relative has been so un-
wise as to give three or four dol-
lars to tide them over, that
amount is considered “income” by
the ever-so-wise dispenser of
“State Aid,” and is deducted from
the $30 monthly ration. One com-
rade made a scientific budget
and cutting as close to the line as
' possible on all expenses the
amount left to “eat on” was SEV-
ENTEEN CENTS A DAY. There
is still work to be done, in spite
of the Roosevelt landslide for “se-
curity.”

Death of
Carl Peterson

The Socialist Party of Minne-
sota reports with deep sorrow the
death of Carl Peterson of Willmar,
who died Sunday, November 20,
from .double pneumonia.

Besides being a member of the
Socialist Party State Executive
Committee, Comrade Peterson took
a leading role in_ labor struggles,
in workers’ education and in the
militant Farm-Holiday movement
in the western section of the state,
He was one of the promising rev-
olutionary leaders of the younger
generation,

During his confinement at a
tuberculosis sanatarium, Carl Pet-
erson was devoting himself to an
intensive study of Lenin’s and
Trotsky's works, to better fit him-
€8l{+to iplay a part in the strug-
gleg of toilers. Up to the very
end, he followed with passionate
interest the development of the
Spanish civil war and the prog-
ress of local strike struggles.

The workers and farmers of Min-
nesota have suffered a real loss
in the death of Comrade Peterson.
He was thirty-two years old. He
is survived by his parents, three
brothers and two sisters,

* %

—
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Hands Across the Sea

The ocean is wide, but the outstretched
hands of international labor solidarity
made a bridge across it last week. The
French Dockworkers’ Union refused to un-

‘load cargo from American ships that were
loaded through picket lines on the orders
of Joseph P. Ryan, head of the I.LL.A. and
srch-scab and traitor to the cause of labor.

Press reports state leaders of the French
Dockworkers” Union told United States
tmbassy officials they were participating
in an international demonstration against
American shipping. At Havre, Bordeaux
«nd Marseille stevedores refused to unload
American ships that sailed from the United
sitates after the Maritime strike began. The
United- States liner Washington, held up
hree days at Havre, was forced to sail for
!Tamburg with 600 tons of cargo which was
to have been discharged at Havre.

In this one gesture of the French work-
ors there is dramatically expressed the
lcading and most powerful idea in the
whole arsenal of labor’s weapons, the idea
of internationalism. The great leaders and
tcachers of the proletariat, Marx and Eng-
¢ls, wound up their manifesto of 1848 and
vompressed their doctrine into the mighty
sogan: Workers of the World, Unite!
L.enin and Trotsky, the heirs and succes-
~ors of the founders, proclaimed the doc-
vine of internationalism during the black
a4.ght of the world war and led the Rus-

an revolution under that banner, ;

Always and everywhere the mark of the
{ ue representative of the interests of the
v.orkers is the unyielding stand for inter-

- 1 itional co-operation and international or-
¢ nization. Nationalism spells defeat and
«cath for the labor movement. Interna-
t onalism is the slogan of liberation.

Honor and gratitude to the French work-
crs! Let us not forget their birave gesture
¢ 5 their own struggle for life and freedom

"% rushes to its approaching revolutionary

climax!

The “Socialism’’ of Blum
NO man can serve two rﬂaSterS.

" You cannot servé the interests of the
working class—which are irreconcilably
opposed to capitalism—and at the same
time act as the executive officer of the capi-
t list state which, as Engels explained long
4yo, is nothing but the executive commit-
tee of the capitalist class. This historic
truth, expounded theoretically by the great
sccialist teachers and confirmed in prac-
tice by the “socialist” betrayers in Russid,
(rcrmany and elsewhere, is once again
biought to the fore by the conduct of Leon
Bium, socialist premier of the government
i French imperialism.

Blum’s latest performance, reported by
p:ess dispatches, was to obtain consent of
his cabinet “for a compulsory arbitration
Lill to combat a critical break between
capital and labor.” That means, in other
words, a scheme to paralyze the workers’
movement while the exploiters have free
play to grind them down.

Blum went into office with the declara-
tion that he would make no effort to exe-
cute a socialist program. He played a
thabby role during the strike wave that
coincided with his entry into office. Then
ne initiated the infamous “neutrality pact”
which deprives the Spanish workers of

arms while the fascist beasts are I'rm-l.\'\
supplied. Now he is coming out with a\
bill to outlaw strikes and strangle the|
French workers in the noose of compulsory
arbitration. & |

Every worker has a right to ask what!
this procedure has to do with socialism |
as we understand and advocate it. Blum

is acting like an ordinary bourgeois demo- | g

crat in office. The name “socialist” is only |

a deceplive label to make it look different.!

All In the Family

We have heard and read about great S0- |
cial wars and upheavals which have blast-|
ed long-standing friendships and rent fam-

ilies asunder, setting father against son and |§

brother against brother. But it took the
great championship battle of progress vs. |
reaction in the 1936 election to produce an
opposite and kindlier result and show that
civilization and good will, as well as prog-
ress, are marching on and exerting their
beneficent, humanizing influences over the
hearts of men even when they stand (in a
manner of speaking) at daggers drawn.
We refer, of course, to the happy culmi-
nation of the electoral battle of the century

in the almost simultaneous announcements | §

of the engagement of the president’s son,

Franklin D. Roosevelt, Jr., to Miss Ethel '3
' Dupont and the engagement of the presi-

dent’s son-in-law, John Boettinger, as pub-
lisher of Hearst’s Seattle Post-Intelligencer.

By these two mixed marriages, which
are announced right on the heels of the
election eampaign, there is to be read a
dramatically-timed rebuke to those over-
zealous partisans who, lacking the gentle-
manly poise and social graces of their mas-
ters, took the slogan “Defeat the Hearst-
Landon-Dupont Combination at all Costs”
too literally and too seriously and .even
wanted to keep on shouting it after the or-
der had gone out: Cease firing! We have
metl the enemy and they are ours (or we
are theirs) !

Certainly the president, who comes up
smiling as the father-in-law of a Dupont
and the son-in-law of Hearst, has shown an
aloof superiority to those mad fanatics of
history who allowed political disputes to
split individual families in twain. Instead
of that he binds the warrihg families to-
gether. Instead of narrowing down he
broadens out. What a heaven-sent leader
for the American People’s Front!

Only one small point troubles us. If
Roosevelt stands for Democracy and Peace
and Dupont stands for War and Hearst
stands for-Fascism, what does the family
combination of the three stand for? Maybe
the League Against War and Fascism can
take up this question at its next sympositm
on “Reaction Has been Defeated:i—What
Next?” S

People’s Front, Fascist Version

Forging A New Weapon - - - By Caﬂo |

Ah Appeal To Communists
| - For Revolutionary Unity

Associate Editor Addresses An Open Letter

To the Central

Committee and

Rank and File Members

By GLEN

TRIMBLE

The Western Worker. of November 26th prints a State-
ment of Central Commjttee, Cammunist Party, U. S. A,, to
the Socialist Party. Very generously the Stalinists tell us
what the issues of the day are and then spend about one

thousand words warning us

grene that is eating up,out vitals,

against the “Trotskyite gan-

undermining our trade

union work,” and generally sending us to pot. The state-

Is there no limit to the lengths to which |
the Communist International will go, in its |
false and reactionary search for “allies” |
outside the camp of the workers and the:
toiling masses?

The Communist parties have made a!
“People’s Front” with Roosevelt through'
the American Labor Party. They have join-
ed with the “democratic” capitalist party
of France to maintain “order.” And so on.
But now comes an almost-unbelievable
move: a “People’s Front” with fascists on
the basis of a fascist programme!

“In order to facilitate the fratetnization
of all Italians, in order to unite all the ef-
forts for freedom in the country, the Com-
munist Party of Italy declares that it adopts
as its own the fascist programme of 1919,
which is a programme of freedom, and is
determined to fight for it.”

This paragraph is from a Resolution of
the Central Committee of the Communist
Party of Italy, published in the Internation-
al Press Correspondence, No. 48, October
24, 1936.

Communist workers! How long are you
going to put up with such a false, reaction-
ary poliey?

PEARLS FROM THE PRESS

By Carl O'Shea

Kalamazoo news item: Mrs, A. union

Maybe there are ways
recognition that we

to get And with shredded wheat being

don't | made from pine shavings—a guy

ment winds up with a

invitation for united action (after

we have washed ourselves ¢lean) on certain fundamentals

such as the “building up of

an American people's peace

movement.” Its mighty nice of the Communist Party to
take time off from Smedley Butler and Franklin D. Roose-

velt to worry about plain folks like us. As a member of

the Socialist Party since way

back when all Socialists, not |

just ‘Trotskyites” were gangrene and social fascist be-

trayers of the working class,

I think it only fair to return

the favor by a little friendly advice to the Central Com-
mittee and all the poor rank-and-filers who have to sit up
nights trying to catch up to the “party line.”

I T i X,

L

Dear  Comrades: ,r ? ]
JAs a result of the combined ef-
forts of ‘Old "Guard Socialists, mis-
guided labor leaders and plain- la-
hor - fakers, -the Bank of America,
Jim Farley and Earl Browfler,
most of the® American working
class has once more been kidded
into thinking that a victory for
the Democratic Party of ¢apital-
ism was a “blow against reaction.”
In spite of the heroic J_single-'-
handed efforts of the Socialist
Party, the united front support of
this illusion has set back the day
of genuine, independent, revolu-
tionary action by American work-
ers.
The Great Task

The great task of the -momeqt
is to help labor, not only in Amer-
ica but throughout the world, to
realize that it is the ONLY class
force which can end exploitation,
stop war., and crush Fas¢ism by
fighting for and winning a._Social-
ist world. We must help labor to

Iriner, a farmer's wife, got tired
e making paymenis on a $1,000
noio go she ate it. The creditor
i #sking Sheriff Struble what to
d= about it.

* %k

That’s an idea. The Farm-Holi-
di v might advise its members to
ciiew up all mortgages.

* & %

And the unemployed could nib-

hi+ the gas and grocery hills,
* * *

Let the creditors take the con-

s uences.
£ % %

fGeneral Franco sez: Bloodshed
wruld never have come to pass
Il not the Socialist government
- imitted the terrible crime .of
irming the people against repre-
seutatives of the national will.

# * *

To capitalism and its represen-
t=t'veg, it iz always a great crime
{ orm the people—for then the
v« ple show just how ‘“represen-
i "ve of the national will" are
;i vir oppressors. -

*® * *

Meadline in the Catholic Work-
¢ (Globe Strikers’ Cause is Right
- Sirike is Wrong.

' & * *

Maybe we're all wrong, boys.

i
a

know anything about.
* & %

Letter in The Rotarian: It must
be plain to every thinking man
that humanity has fallen victim
to foreces which it has created and
is now powerless to resist, In
the midst of plenty, millions
starve; with millions in need, laws
and tariff walls bLlock distribution,

* * *

After that 1 won’t be surprised
to find that even the stones have
rongues,

* * 4’_

From an ad for the Page Fence
Association: We don't expect
trouble at our plant but we con-
sider it good business to be pre-
pared for emergencies. Page
Fence gives us day and night pro-
tection against the violence of
moh rule.

* * L]

I bet they're talking about union
strikers.

’ * & *

From Berlin: The Reich food
estate has warmned the public
against talking about finding sub-
stitutes for food. They brand as
false the rumor now going the
rounds (hat sugar is to be made
{from wood.

A e s L

can't help worrying ahout slivers.
% % &

Easy to Believe Dept.: The lat-
est racket is to recover women’s
discarded hats from the ash cans,
refurnish’ them and sell them as
new,

* * *

Dr. William J. Petterson of the
U. of NL: Genlus is determined,
not by the position of the planets
aul one’s birth, but by the weather
during the period of one's incuba-
tion. The more turbulent the
weather, the greater the genius.

* #* *

You can easily believe that your
old friend, O'Shea, was given a
start in the Great Wind in ’97.

* * *

Whereas Coolidge and Hoover

were conceived in the doldrums.
& & #*

Hangoon, Burma dispateh:
fled and irate pestmasters have
asked the homicidal natives to
please Wiscontinue the practice of
sending human heads through the
mail., :

£ 0 %

It DOES sound a bit messy.
They ought to have hetter taste.
They ought to  mail the whole
body.

Baf-

T ik o e T L R R P L I N S S

understand that it must win its
friends from farmers, students ‘and
the middle-class on the basis of
Labor's own program for a world
ruled by those who do its useful
work. Capitalism is outworn, rot-
ting, dying; any concession to
it or its middle-class supporterﬁr
pledges the workers to curing the
incurable, chaing them to a sink-
ing ship, g

This brings us forcefully to the
question of the united front be-
tween -all workers and parties ded- |
icated to the overthrow of capital-'
jism and an end to wage-slavery.
| For Unity of Action

Unity of action is called for
everywhere, in every nation,
among all workers for the final
international onslaught on capital- |
ism, the breeder of war and Fase-|
ism. 2

It is called for most urgently in
'maobilizing the support of the
[American workers for the Spanish

workers in their glorious strug-
gle for a Socialist Spain. May we

idly growing, army of Spanish
workers and peasants who seek to
transform what is now only a de-
fensive fight against IFFascism into
a trinmphant offensive for a vie-

unite in lending aid .to that vap-: political

ary officials and policies. All this
the Stalinist bureaucracy is now |is

torious worker's Spain!

c'pm'rgs’ze’s"‘see in the rapid march

of : the ?_Sétialfst Party toward an

‘means of strengthening
the- forces of labor and of revolu-

‘tionizing its consciousness and
struggles.
Unfortunately the invasion of

"cb11nter-r-.'evolutionary Stalinism in-
to the Communist International and
its branch offices in the various
sections of the world has done
serious damage to the cause of the
workers inside  and outside the
Soviet Union.

The Stalinist Course

Everywhere that Stalinism con-
trols it has demoralized, wrecked
and destroyed the revolutionary
fihre of the party membership.
The Stalinist bureaucracy has ex-
pelled, villified and even murdered
those who stood out for continued
struggle for world revolution. It
has capitulated to the League of
Nations and to the whole cesspool
of capitalistic diplomacy which’ al-
lowed Italy to plunder.Ethopia and
Spanish Faseists to mow down
workers deprived - of arms by
treaty signed by the Soviet Union.
It has given support to war ap-
propriations and compulsory mili-
tary training in France and out-
done the Dbetrayers of 1914 in
pledging its parties in capitalist
countries to support of their gov-
ernments in war even before the
slaughter is begun.

It consistently opposed a united
front againgt Hitler in Germany
and allowed the German working
class to be crushed without order-
ing or striking a blow. Today in
Spain the minions of Stalin pre-
pare to return a nation preserved
by workers arms back to the
greed of capitalist exploiters just
as did Noske and Scheidemann in
the Germany of 1915, Today in |
America they seek to dissolve the
militancy of the workers on the
field into Farleyized,
false labor parties, and 'on tlie in-
dustrial field info support and ad-

Large number of Communists, '
members of your party, favor such
u;iitg@_-‘-_r.emln_tiqnary action. These |

‘omising socialist position

I speak the mind of many mem-
bers of the Communist” Parly, its
healthier and more valuable mem-
bers, who cannot speak for them-
selves, even read or think for
themselves, because their slightest
deviation from the dictate of the
Comintern means immediate
pulsion. In their name as well as
that of all revolutionary.Socialists
I make this appeal.

Rid yourselves of counter-revo-

lutionary Stalinism. Cut yourselves
loose from the apron strings of
the Comintern. Grow up to a revo-
lutionary stature and a revolution-
ary freedom of choice. Only a
world march toward Socialism in
every country can be a genuine
defense of the Soviet Union. We
must save both the Soviet Union
and the American working eclass
from the short-sightedness of their
| present leaders.
Comrades, unite with us on the
'basis of this program for the
building of a truly revolutionary
party of American workers, The
one great, immediate need here
cand everywhere is that workers
| lesrn to understand and act upon
‘the slogans.

CAPITALISM IS THE ENEMY!

MARCH FORWARD TO SO-

P CTALISM .

‘Says Britain Needs
. Ships, Men for War

Declaring that it was almost
impossible to tind a really wood
British seaman today, Edmund H.
Watts, chairman of Watts, Watts,

& Co. Ltd., managers for the
British Steamship Co., ILtd., be-
moaned the fact that when the

new world war starts this will be
a vital weakness to the Drilish
fleet.

Although unemployment re-
serves are huge in Great Britain,
conditions are so unbelievablly
bad that no man can he obtained
to work ships, according to M.
Watts, He advocated a program
of trgining men so that Great
Britain will be able to fight ef-
fectively when the war breaks.

Bitter Fight

He outlined the Dbitterness of
the present conflict between the
\present world merchant marines
for trade and maintained that
Great Britain in this fight loses
every day. Consequently, atcording
to, Walts, the merchant marine is
getting in such condition that it
will be ineffective in war as com-
pared with the modern ships of
other nations, He quoted statis-
tics to prove his contention,

In the last war Great DBritain
oceupied a strategic position in
naval battles through her control
of coal bunkering stations, Now
the development of fast oil-burn-
ing ships has removed that con-
trol,

The Japanese merchant marine,
he pointed out, is uneconomical
from a business
[rom & military view-point they
are fastér than the ships of other
nations. Most of them are oil-
burners.

Mr. Watts pro-
posed thal a new merchant ma-
rine he constructed immediately.

Asg a solution,

vocacy of steadily more reaction-

doing in the name of Communism,

After the war starts, he said, it
much more difficult to Dbuild
ships, than it is now.

ex-

view-point but

SIDELITNES

By JONATHON DOE

Fair Enough

Miami employers propose [inger-
printing of their hotel and restau-
rant  emploves (o protect their
guests against crime. A news-
paper columnist suggest Lthat the
guests shounld he finger-printed too
»s a protection against each other,
Miami being what it is—a vaca-
tion hang-ont for gangsters” and
their molls, ntility magnates, bank-
mresidents and other crooks, why
not simplifty matters hy moving
inst  one step farther? Merely
finger-print  the guests for the
protection of the waiters, hns-
bovs, maids, etc.

# e e

Your Nose Knows

The more we examine the sub-
ject, the more the ship subsidies
and the refusal of shipowners to
Py the’ir sea-faring personnel a
decent wage smell to high heaven.
In fact, with no apologies (o ihe
two Hoosevelts, we
think of the shipowners as
‘olfactors of great wealth.”
= %

Lhe

Whispering
The Communist
ing campaign is under way. Labor
Action, we heavr, is supported hy
Trotsky out of the royalties [Tom
sale  of his  latest  hook.
Hearst's Examiner and i{he West-
ern Worker will be coming oul
any day now  with the headline
“Trotskyite  Gold!™ And  who
knows?  Maybe the former com-
mander of the Red Army will
come marching up Market Street,
The Comrades are all a-jitter,

e

]

interview With a Liberal
Our ship news reporter canght
Mr. Sidney Passmore Fishfield as

he came down the gangplank {rom
his round-the-world survey of war,
peace, fascism  and social eredit.

“1 return with a heavy heart,”
he assured our reporter. “Kurope
is an armed camp. War is in-
evilable within three months un-
less the League can be strength-
ened and the armament race
stopped. On one side will be the
democracies England, France,
Russia. On the other the fascist
nations—Germany, Italy, Japan.
The issue is clear-cut . . .”

“What about Spain?”

“Poor, tragic Spain! I could get
no nearer than Biarritz because
of the fighting. But 1 covered
Germany. Of course it is im-
possible for a stranger to see the
inside of a concentration camp.
Naturally they put theéir best 160
forward and keep such darker

have come (o |

. |
Party «whisper-

cls wder cover., Bual one does

HES

nol nesdl o see such  evidence.
One fee] it in one’s hones, the
moenient one crosses the tfrontier.

Ima sine what it is to live id a
nation by which there iz no press
it the official ‘]ll'('HH, no  party
[t the official party, no ceriticism
[of the national leadership on pain
‘UI' imprisonment or death. What
mea ing is there Lo physical well-
the sonl and intellect
amd  stultified.”
the tmth?  You

Phalr e when
jare  starved

“Amt il
mto Russi:

Myr. Fishlield beamed and his
tone became slightly reverential.
| ‘Russia, Indeed. Just in time for
| e E9ih -'-.:11","\'t‘:':<:||'_\-' (‘elebration.
ITwa  crowded  weeks! Schools,
|horpitals, new  dams, f[actories.
[railroads. power plants—I1 saw it
|u|L Then as a climax, the great
parade of the Red Army in the
[Red  Square armed men, march-
Ii!]p; by the hundred thousand,
'nl;n‘:;hing for hours past their be-
woved  Jeader on the reviewing
[stand  the higgest standing army
in the world, the best equipped,
the best the best—"

“Spiin have used a few
of them.”

“—-the best trained. Never have
‘T been so moved by such a spec-

got

fedd,
conuld

Ctacle.  And to climax those 19
Lyears of struggle and  sacrifice,
the New Coastitution, guarantee-

ing democracy to the whole Rus-
sian people, freedom of speech, of
press of assembly—"

“The  Opposition
conld have used a little of that
before (hevy gol shot—"

Mr. Fishtield frowned.

&

Note On the Class
Struggle

At an organization meeting of a
new  Anti-Nazi League  held  in
Angeles and participated in
hy wvarions “liberals” and popular
frontists, the speakers took pains
to assure the andience that the
League was not opposed to “Fas-
cism" as such, but merely to “Hit-
lerism.”  In other words, Musso-
lini, Pilsudski, de la Roeque and
Franco can have the kosher label

Jommunists

Los

as long as they confine their
attentions to labor and radicals.
At the same meeting, Irving

Thalberg, who had just died, was
lauded as “our great progressive
leader.” (The New York Daily
Worker eulogized him in the same
vein.} It seems that Thalberg
didn’t like Hitler any better than
he did the Screen Actor’s and
Screen Writers Guild. Al of this

to the Hollywood proletarist.

BOOKS and AUTHORS

Fremont Older

FREMONT OLDER by Evelyn
i Wells, D. Appleton Century Go.,
i 0.
i Review by John Arlington
| Despite all the romantic trap-
Ipings witht which his life is sur-
|rounded Fremont Older will go
down in Thistory for one thing
and one thing alone. That is for
'his courageous fight against one
of the most vicious frame-ups of
jour day, the persecution of Tom
| Mooney and Warren Billings.

j Evelyn Wells, in her biography,
l‘shows no appreciation of this
(fact. She tells the story of Old='s
{role in the Mooney case, to be
sure, and tells it with a good
reportorial sense of its drama and
color. But to her the Mooney case
is but one of a series of episodes
in the life of a great man, a
greal editor, a great fighting cru-
gader, humanitarian. prison re-
former, social philosopher, ete, etc.

This Side of Greatness

The simple truth is that Older
did not approach greatness in any
of these roles. As editor, crusader,
‘hilosopher, what you will, he was
distinetly second-rate. What dn-g
it matter that in the San Fran-
sisco graft prosecutions, he drove
4 bunch of ecrooked municipal poli-
ticians out of office? A new set
simply took their place. What does
't matter fhat he devoted a large
nart of Nhis energies to prison re-
form and the rehabilitation of ex-
conviets and  prostitutes? He
dgtruek no blow at the system
which produces them.

romantically-inclined
and sentimental newspaper f{ra-
ternity, he was looked upon as
one of the last representatives of
the old school of frontier journal-
fam,  compounded of nine parts
fiction to one of fact., which envis.
aged the editor not as a worker
who had to satisfy the hoss, but
as an idealist fighting for Justice
instead of for ecirculation? The
high-salaried executives and adver-
Yising solicitors from the husiness
“ffice moved in anyway and “edi-
torial integrity” and “freedom of
the press”™ hecame so mueh mna +n

eves of the

organization
and the

in the fight against
of underpaid newsmen
Mhild Labor Amendment.

|Second-Rate Biogranhv
Completely missing such obvious
points, Miss Well's book can only
be classed as a second-rate hiog-
ranhy. It is the work of a lowval
protege who shared her idol's en-
thusiasms  and limitations. Yet
Miss Wells cannot he dismissed as
la mere sob-sister writing about
‘her Dhoss, though she often acted
(in this capacity under Older on

1

What does it matter that in the |

throw in the eyes of the public |

the Call-Bulletin, She has, with all
]hor shortcomings, a swiftly-mov-
ing popular styie which makes her
book extremely readable, a lively
straight-forward story. The re-
sull may he a superficial portrait
but it iz not a distorted one.

Radical-minded readers, who
think of Older as a great cham-
pion of the oppressed because of
his part in the Mooney case, may
writhe when Miss Wells rational-
izes Older’s intense admiration for
Heirst on  the grounds = that
Hearst, too, is a champion of the
underdog, a great crusader for the
cause of the Common People. But
they will tind it somewhat em-
barrassing to attempt to call Miss
Wells to account for this when a
few pages farther on she quotes
Older himsell to the same effect.
The Fight for Mooney

To point out Older's limitations,
his inability to think through to
yany clear-cut social philosophy, to

fogey realm of Tolstoyan anar-
chism is in no way to lessen his
stature a8 a man who in the one
acid test of his career rose to the
oceasion. It took honesty, conrage
and a tenacious fizghting spirit to
conduet  that seemingly “endless
battle to {ree Mooney and Bill-
ings. Older had all three of these
(quaiities despite his almost sue-
cessful  effort  during his later
years to suppress the last in favor
of & sentimental, all-embracing
Christian tolerance. “Almost sue-
cessful™ is used advisedly. Some
tchance remark, some reference to
a current injustice or local stuffed-
[shirt  would oceasionally catch
him off guard even in his final
tired days of Hearst editorship.
The gentle, pessimistic, turn-the-
other-cheek mood would vanish.
[And with a fine display of foren-
|sic fireworks, Older of the old
[Bulletin would return to life,
Miss Wells’ book, merely as a
lhwman decument, is worth reading.
‘Reuders of Labor Action will be
cable to supply for themselves the
social interpretation and perspect-
ive that it unfortunately lacks.

No Parole for Billings

SACRAMENTO.—The California
State Board of Prison Terms and
Parcles has decided to postpone
action on the application of War-

ren Billings for parole from Fol-
som State Prison. The applica-
tion  which has Dheen turned

down - twice is now postponed un-
til after the Supreme Court rul-
ing on Tom Mooney’s
habeas corpns,

It appears that an
most notorious lahor frameup in
American history depends upon
the Supreme Court’s decision.

end to the

Wust ‘have been pretty touehing:

trace his feeble wanderings in the -

writ of -
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