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Respoﬁslhslty for the death of Bobby Sands M.P. rests entirely with the Brltlsh
Government. The cruel intransigence of Thatcher and Atkins, their rejection of
national and interpational opinion Iepresemts a calculated insult to the whole of the
Irish people and demonstrates the racist crntempt in which ths British ruling class
holds the people oi this country.

In extending our sorrowing condolence to the family and comrades of Bobby Sands,
Peoples Democracy wishes to assure them of the fact that they do not mourn alone: j
the.-pople of Ireland and all those who have known oppresion by an imperial power
are with them in this dark hour.
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Bnbby Sands is not the first martyr of the Irish struggle for freedom and national
independence,. His death like those that went before him, does not humiliate or cower

the resistance as our eremies hope. but rather inspires us all to greater efforts to
bring to a flnal end the struggle for the F1ve just demands of the political priscners.

In the, iﬂmediate daya ahead we must turn -ur efforts towards savzng the lives of
tha other hunger strikers who are continuing with courage the fight for the five
demands.. | Thete is not a single responsihle voice in Ireland that denies the justice
of these demands. . :

.Thg unity af the Irish people which we began to build during the last few months
must now be completed, Fianna Fail and the SDLP must bow to the demands of the
mationalist people of Ireland. The Britisht. ambassador in Dublin must be sent home,
All talks with the British government must be ended. All representatives o the
nationalist people must withdzaw from British government institutions.

Britains murder of Bobby Sands represents a declaration of war against the Irish
-people. We must respond to this in a united and disc:plined manner., Our strategy
must be that of mass peaceful protests and, most 1mpurtaﬂtly, industrial action
against Britisb firms and products.

Britain will ihcreasinglf he seen as tbﬁ real criminal, We :hall have political
status for our political orisoners WE shal) smash the H-Blocks, Victory to the

Tunger Ettikefsﬁ

B R ‘ i lS H ' T "Gf the parliamentar}r Labour party the
...... AL e B ey it e Capitalist press ranted and raved about
his "extreme socialism". Foot however,

L HBOU R‘S .. S HQ m E__ - Ih“ proved himself a s.t;aun::l'l suppor ter

of imperialist oppression in Ireland,
i while being ready to denounce repression |

'ew of the reactions to the death of 'in El Salvador, the Soviet Union and ;
5obby 'Sands can bave been as scandalous | elsewhere, :
s ‘that of ‘the leader of the British | ,‘
abour party, Mictiael Foot, At Westmin- Foot's snivelling support for Thatcher |
ter on Tuesday he gave full support to | was matched only by ‘the silence of the '
he intransigent position of the Tory Govt, .  Labour left. It was left to right-wing |
epeating almost word for word the argue- Labour M.P, Patrick Duffy to place res-
ents put forward by Paisley on BEC radiu iE pons1hility for Bobby Sands death _squartely
srlier in the murning . ‘on the shoulders of Thatcher's Govt, The .
British left must.nake the breaking of this

hen Foot was elected to the leadership
e
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HOW DID T

The election of Bobby Sands as member of
Parliament for Fermanagh/South Tyrome on
the H-BlockfArmagh political prisocner
ticket was an important victory for the
second hunger strike campaign. Against
all the predictions of the press and T.V.,
despite the unprecedently vicious campaign
of the SDLP urging anti-unionists to vote
“for Harry West, despite the arrogant pro-
testations of Maggie Thatcher szbout the
impossibility of the.5 demands ever Leing
granted, Bobby Sands victory at the polls
was an unmistakable sign that the campaign
for political status was supported by the
majority of the Irish people.

In these few days after April 9th, when

the Tories dropped their attempts to unseat
:Sands as M.P., wictory seemed within our
‘grasp. : \ -

How is it possible now that Bobby Sands is
‘dead? How did it happen that the movement
could not prevent his death? And what does
‘this say about the possibility of saving
the lives of the other 3 hunger strikers
and winning the 5 demands?

It is because this must novw be our main
‘concern that we have to look carefully at
-the weaknesses of the two campaigns so
that mistakes-.are not repeated and the
important lessons are learnt.

'One of the most important lessons of the
'struggle around the 5 demands is what
Maggie Thatcher represents, It is not any
‘Govt. that can withstand the pressure
directed at it by the Hunger strike camp-
‘aign., It built massive mobilisations
'North and South = the biggest secen in
I;eland since the eatrly '70s. Internation-
.ally there was pressure from; the U.5,A.,
. France, Portugal, Norway, Greece, Malta,
_In Ireland limjted expressions of concern
from the major  Natiomalist parties were
given point by resolutions of support and
“strike .action irum Trades unionists
groughaut the 32 countiess ~ =~ v - sesmmrtand

hunger strike crisis,
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But this is no ordinary British Government.
It is one of the most vicious right-wing
Tory regimes ever seen in that country,

It is a Govt, that plaps to isolate, c¢rim-
inalise and defeat the anti-imperialist
movement and in so doing humiliate the
Irish people as a whole - a determination
matched only by their determination to
attack the British workinmg eclass. In
Britain as well as Ireland unemployment,
cutbacks, poverty and misery have now
become the order of the day., A defeat om
the Irish question would throw the whole
strategy of the Govt. into question and
mark a major crisis for Iwperialism int-
ernationally.

The extremely reactionary nature of this
Govt. and theé central importance of pol-

'itical status is then the first lesson
which we must

Firmly grasp. This itself
points to the second lesson. There is
absolutely no point in placing reliance
on parties like Fainna Fail and the SDLP

“to uphold the democratic rights of the

Irish people. Junior partmers in imper-
ialist exploitation is the gamé which
these parties play. Unfortunately, far
too many peole still have confidence in
their ability to fimd a splution to the
We have not succ-
eeded in compelling these parties to throw
their weight behind the forces of the
hunger-strike campaign, This is why the
demands:

WITHDRAW FROM THE COUNCILS

END THE HAUGHEY - THATCHER TALKS

EXPEL THE BRITISH AMBASSADOR

are crucial now in the fight to build a
movement thabh can save the lives of
Francie Hughes, Ray McCreesh and Patsy
0'Hara.

The other lesson we must learn is the
central importance of industrial action

by the organised working class. We have
made tremegntious progress in building
_Trade umion action often with few resources.

" The whole force-of . che campaign directed

at workers can ensure victaty for us.
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ANSWER M
THE SLANDER

Bobby Sands died a lone prisoner in a
prison cell after-6b dayn of torture.
Three times each day the Biritish left food
at his bedside’even: afte:- the point where !
his body* would have been able to absorb
food, Ewven bis last days were madz unen-~
durable by sanctimoniocus representatiwves
of Church and state tellimg him that he,
and not the massive state Fforces arrayed
against him, was responsible for the wvio-
lerncce, These lies have been repeated and
ased to justify his muvder. They need to
b2 answered.

Firstly Thatche:'s inane statement that
'a crime iz ¢ erime’, The answer to that
is quite simple. In the dorth of lrecland
‘eriminality’ depends on whethar yeu are
a pro-imperialist or an anti-imperialist.
The R.U.C. hare'definad support for
H-Block and ﬁrmﬁgh &g a crime and will
attack any supporters who dare teo enter
Be!fast City centre. Mcanwhile Paisley
can attack Dublin councillors while they
stand aside. Any defence wmovement by
Cociolics is altomaticellv attackea while
Loz U. DA, organise without resiriction,
Bobby gets 14 years fuo pocession of -
gun while Loyalists valk free or get sus-
pended sentences. The Britisk aimy ran
murder youths ir Derry w-ihout even the
pretence of an‘enquiry, It's this unbrid-
led imperialist violence that Thatcher
and Foot are hypocrtically defending.

The cecond line of defence is that Bobby
sommitted suicide and that therefore the
British had no responsibility for lis

death, Bobby Sands never wanted te die.
He was however willing to die rather than
bow the knee to British oppression., For

iive years he tried every other course

open to him before rescorting to the final
tactic of the hupgar strike. Massive
numbers of Irish people demonstrated in

his defence and a majority of the Fermanagh
-South Tyrone electorate voted their support
for nis demands, When the British decided
to defy. all this they were deciding to

— . — . ——— - —

murder Bobbv Sands,

The truth is that the hunger strike is
enshrined in history as the final weapon
nf the oppressed and exploited. it is a
final appral vo mll those who are also
oppressed to unit  and to organise in the
defence of the prisoners., This is “he
choice that faces all sections of Irish
gsociety, Are they on the side of the
rporessed or on the side of the oppressorsi
The SDLP and Fainna Fail must come off the
fence. The lives of the other hunger
strikers can be saved, but we must let the
Irish people know who are their allies and
who are their enemies in this struggle.

DRl s snilsines
CHALLE NCED

Paddy Devlin, a cuunC1l lor for the Arder+
sonstown area of Belfast and Cerry Fitt's
chicf hepcliman, pickea the 63rd day of
Bobby Sane s hunger strike to denounce
'intimidatiorn', He didn't wean British
intimidation uf the Hunger strike campaign.
He meant that tha campaign was intimidating
him by asking him to wiihdraw. from the
council un il the prisomer's struggle was
resolved:

in a reply John McAnulty, P.D. candidate in
the area, pecinted out that the campaign's
activity was perfectly legitimate and that
Devlin had lost all touch with the political
opinionn of his constituents, He noted that
Deviin had not condemmed the arrest of him-
self and seven other H-Block/Armagh wilitants
on the Belfast May Day march - an example

of real intimidation by the RUC. He want

cn to challange Devlin to a debate.

So far we bave had no reply. Perhaps Paddy
has learnt wisdom from his old pal Gerry
Fitt, who is now lying low after his earlier
attacks on the prisoners., P.D, is standing
candidates agasinst both Fitt and Devlin to
exncs: their fo7:° rocialibd and throw their
attacks. on the prisorers back in their teeth,
We again renew our call to all councillors
and candidates to inuicate their intention
of withdrawing from the council.

——
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The question facing us all is ‘“Whig

do we do now?" The immediate priori

-ty is to publicly show our sorrow
at the death of Bebby Sands and our
solidarity with the remainingd, three
Hunger Strikers. Black flaes should
be flown and we can wear black arm-
bands on Thursday, the Natiopnal day
of Mourning.

On the streets, local H. Block Ctte
-es can organise road blockings and
mass pickets on barracks. These
activities should be charectarised
by discipline and unity and can .be
used to involve as many people as
sossible in active opposition to the
British. .

There is the probability of R.U.C.
and army raids on the districts to
round up loeal activists. We can
prevent this’'by barricading off side
streete apd'ensuring that personnel
are there tp defend them at 31l tim
-¢g. This will not only provide eff
~ective protection for campaign
jetiviste but give an alternative
netivity for our Youth to involve
themselves in, as opposed to thepre
‘~gent uneo-ordinated rioting. In the
past, bin-1lid bashing has proved a
good militant responseto incursions
of any “"fret 'areas" that we set up.

Throughout this campaign we have
pressurised the Trade Union Movement
and the 8.D.L.P. to take a positive
stand on the 5Demands. We must now
demand that the uniones implement th
-eir national policy which declares
support for the prisoners. We must
demand that our local councillors
come off the councils till the Pol
-itical Statos issue is resolved.
‘Pressure can be stepped upsthrough
picketing union offices and 8.D.L.F.
Head Quarters.

On a2 wider plzne the electors of
Fermanaph/8.Tyronc should organise

a mass petition calling for another
by-election for Bobby Sands seat and
tnen stand another Hunge: Striker
which will afford us the opportunity

to consolidate the original victory

and -further isolate the S.D.L.P.

leadership and discredit the British
ind Irish governments.

Alresdy ,appeals to the internation
-2l labour movement to take industr
~inl action against Bsitieh concerns
and have met with a good response.
Thie 2etion coupled with similer .
moves in Ireland could present the
British with seriocus problems,

A erucizal battle will be to end the
Anglo/Irish talks and FreeState
collaboration on the Border, In this
Charles Haughy had the power to save
Bobby Sands but refused fo use it.
An all-Ireland demonstration can be
organised to march on Dublin with
the demand that the Fianna Fail govt
éither take decisive action on the
Hunger Strike or vesigns The questi
-on has to be put to every Irish
eitizen,"Do you support the Prisoners .

1 the Britisa povernment".

We can win this campailgn. We can .
save the lives of the three remaini
-ng Hunger Strikers. We must prove
both to ourselves as well as %o the
British that we arc not beaten and
are preparcd to fipght on till we win.

hain
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