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Letters

AN APPEAL FROM SPANISH MILITANTS against the repression and the injustice
(Editorial mnote: the following letter has which they are suffering. It will be a pub-
bean sent to ns via the SPANISH WORKIRS DEF- 1iec stand for the freedom of the Spanish
ENCE COMMITTEE, 29, Bylett Bd,, lLonden Wa 12 prisoners and for a general amnesty in Epain.
This committee publizhes a regular bulletin

and hag other material which iz wmseful for We addrezs ourselves to our friends all over
building eolidarity action with the Spanish lhe world with profound gratitude and hope.

winrkerz! mnvement}a
Batael Aleala Balagoner - gepntenced to deaths
We, a group of Spanish political ex-prisoners gerved 20 years.

most of whem have spent more than 20 years

in Franco's prisons, address ourselves to Gilberto Alvarez - served 1o years imprison-

ovur friends all ever the world and our com- ?ent. t E
patriots resident abroad and we invite them Samtiage Alvarez - served J years impriSon-
to whow their selidarity with the politieal T e
prizoners and Lheir families this coming
vear of 1970, EDITORIAL ANNOUNCEMENT

We have received a mnumber of lelters aboutb
We know only too well how sad it is to spend the Dave Windsor articlesj too many for ue
Christmas and 'the New Year in prison far to publish in one issue.

from the family, surrounded only by the cold

prizon walls. The editorial board will be discussing this

problem and examining suggestions for deal-
We know only too well the meaning of the ing with it. We will notify correspondents
solidarity which, in those days, reached our of our decision,
prizons and hemes ae a living proef that the

world had not forgotten us,
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Teday, onee more, Spain's prisons are full, + :
In Segovia, Seria, Jaem, in the prisen of 411 communieations to 8 Toynbee St Londen El

Carabanchal in Madrid, in Catalonia, in the

Basque country and in Galieia, in the prison Edi tor: Mike Martin
of Ocana in Palencia, in Ameria, Burgos..... Buziness Manager: Connie Harris
hundreds of our brothers are still imprisened Reviews Editor: Julian Atkinson
some, wainly in Burges and Seris, have spent Layout: Jim Clough
more than 15 and 20 years imn prison, {thers
- communista, secielists, anarchiste, members CONTENTS
of the workera' commissions, eatholies, int- Letter Page 2
elléctualas, students, priests, militants of Eﬁlt“riﬂl ey >
the FETA, men and women from the anti-Franco Vieinam 3 &
oppesition, have recenily been condemned by Anti-Apartheid 24 o
the Emergency Laws, some by military tribun=- Trade Unions o b
als for activities which in your couniries SLi: and Belivia " 7
are within the nermal righta of every citizen, Bod ivaa ¥ 8
Book Reviews e
Let us hope that during this coming year the Repression of Iran students R
varmth of your solidarity will reach the Fourth International industrial
conference w - Ig

prigons and the homes of those impriscned.
Let us send the prisoners and their familiee
thousands of cards, meney orders, presents
for their children, for their wives and for
themselves,

Only unsigned articles are editorial opinion

SURSCRIPTION RATES

Thig selidarity will not only provide s nec- One year: £1 (12 issues)

gsgary material support, but at the same time 3ix months: 1"{‘ (#ix issues
will dmmonstrate the international protest All monies to be made payable to INTERNATIONAL
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Forward to the Revolutionary 70’s!

1970 is indeed a vear of anniversariea, Moat
notable, of eourse, will be ihe 100th ann-
iversary of Lenin's birth but we should not
forgetl ibe centenaries of Hosa Luxemburg and
Earl Lishkmecht. August, 1970, will mark
the 3Wth amniversary of the asspazination of
Tretsky &t the hands of a 3talinist agent,
Sext year will mark the centenary of the
great Paris Commne, forerunner of proletar-
ian revolution in "advanced” capitalist
esuntries, Will +the 1970z live up 1o this
heritage?

In the "under-developed” countries the stru-
gEle i= now on the wpswing and the heroism
of the Vietnamese people has ended U.5.
imperialism'e dreams of helding bhack the
golonial revolution, In the Middls East,
imperialism's greatest "success" of the '60s
-~ the Zionizl/imperialism f-day war against
the Arab people - is turning sovur. The great
fight of the Paleztine guerrillaz is preven-
ting imperialism (aided by the Soviei bur-
eaucracy] from wmaintaining the status quo.

Through-out L1he "under-developed" couniries
movements inspired by these two ziroggles
{and the Cuban revnlutinnl ATE ETowing,

In the workers statea the bureauverals have

been unable to give thelr role any stability,

Degpite the croshing of the Czech peoplels
bid for greater demoeracy, the anti bureauc-
ratic siruggle continues. No bureaucrat
gleeps soundly in Hastern Burope, China or
= leagt of all = the GSoviet Uniom., It is
difficuld to find words to express the
cournge of people 1ike Grigorenko, Yakir,
Erasain et 8l, In this centenary year,
Lenin's words are being turned againsi Lhe
bureancrats who have proslituted his teach-
ings, In the 1970a the call for the retmrn
to Lenin will be become louder and louder ino
the Soviet Union, 2

Im the ‘“advanced™ capitalist countrieas the
temporary economic breathing space; given lo
imperialism by the treacherv of the Stalin-
ist and aoecial democrat parties after the
gecond world war, is coming to an end, The
U.5. economy faces recession = at a time
when nearly all the other capitalist econ-
omies face tronble - experts only disagree
abaut the date.

The 1960s showed how wrong thosze people were
who had written off the revolwtionary poten-
tial of the weatern workinog claszes,
France in 1968 and [valy in 1969 zhewed the
mighty force which reaides in the proletar-
iats of the "advanced"” capitalisi couniriez,
Even im Britain, despite mizleaderzhip and
downright betrayal, the woerkers put a stop
Lo Wilson's plans to imprison strikerz, The
firat cracks jpave appeared in the grip of
bureaucracy over the 0.5, trade wnion move-
ment.

Eut everywhere - and mest impoertant of all =
the young people are on the move, Whole new
generationa have come en to the scene which
rejeet the opportonist leaderships of tlhe
traditional workers orpanisations. This new
vouth wvanguard rejectz Stalinism, sovial=-
demoeracy, imperialism and capitalism, It
comes  into action in a peried of great rev=
olutionary upsurge and is anxiounz to take
part im the fray.

The International Marxisi Growp exiztz [or
no other purpo:e thas to azsist zuch revolu-
tionary processes to achieve a ancerszzTuol
conclusion. However, we know that the revo-
lutionary process by itself iz net enough oo
deztroy capitalise - the only way to prevent
the destruction of mankind in a meclear hol=
neanst (the other perapective we fucu}. In
addition te, and az part of, all theae rev-
nlutionary atrogglez a world revoluiiomary
party peeds Lo be comstrueted,

Capitalism will always [fiod a solution to
its problems without the interveotion of a
conagious  leaderzhip. A new mass rovolot-
ionary international party is needed to
Lake world revolution from itz empirical te
ite conscicus phase,

In the 19708 the IMG will join itz cowrades
in every continent iom fighting fe copslruact
thia international party, The 1960s =aw
tremendous  advances  Tor our movement - the
Fourth Interpational, [0 many lands we have
started the process of breaking the grip of
Lthe reformists and Stalinizis upon ibe mipds
of the workerzs and the vouth, Wwe are ahaol-
ulely confident ihat the 19705 will soe much
bEgger atridea by oor movement - not least
af all in Britain. We invite all dhoese ipl=
pregted in turning the 19705 into a revolot-
ienary decade e work with ns for the cop=
struction of a reveluticnary party in Hritaim
- @2 part of  the world pardy of revelulioon:
the Fourth International,
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Vietnam: all out

against Wilson's complicity

Op January 26 Prime Minister Wilson leaves
for a cap in hand session with the chiel war
criminal in Waghington, President Nizdon, As
leading British apologist for 1.5, imperial-
ism, Wilson will no doubt reaszsure Nizon of
hiz support for U.=. aggression in Vietnam.

in response to Wilsen's Washingten visii, a
[ecember 3th meeting infttiated by the Viat-
nam Selidarity Commitiee (VSC) decided to
prEanise @& demonstration against Wilson's
vigit on Januwary 25th, the eve of his trip
Aepresentatives of ¥5€, International Soc-
ialism, Internalional Marxist Group, Tri-
continental Commiltee, Independent Labour
Farty branches, the BILACK TWARE and other
anti-imperialist nrganisations attended Lhe
meoting.

The action .will take place starting at B
with & march from Charimg X 'embankment Lo
10 Downing St.

The importance of the demonatration is erya-
tal clear. The heraic Vietnamese gontinue to
struggle to foree the 0.8, to withdraw while
the determination of the T.5. ruling class
to erush the Vietnamese revolution remains
anchanged. At the same time, the world wide
opposition to the war has reached unpreced-
ented mass propertions. One million Americ-
ang demonstrated against the war in Wazhing-
ton and San Franeisco on November 15. In late
Yovember a GI rebellion took place in Chu
Cbi mnear the Cambodian border. On Christmasa
pay U.3, soldicrs and eciviliana demonatrated
in Saigoen.

The Song May massacre dis¢losures have un-
derlined the criminal complicity of the
Wilson Govermment in Vietnam, Wil=zon's hype-
eriticel calls for "peaca” have been gxposéd
by Geprge Frown's call for the 1.8, "to get
on with the job", expressing the real policy
of Wilaom, his Cabinet and ihe Tories, More
cancretely, 5Sir Rebert Thompson, Britainte
anti-guerrilla expert who served Britizh
imperialism in Malaya, has brought back a
report from Vietoam for Nizon explaining how
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the 1,%. can best prosecule the strugpgle
againat the Vietnamese pecple, Wilson's trip
to Washinglen is part of this complicity and
must be opposzed by the anited action of all
those who have raised their veices against
U.5. aggression in Vielnam,

(n Jamnuary 11th there will ulao be B demon-

atration agsinst Wilson's Washington wizit,

The demons=tration is called by the KIEP

LEFT Young Socialists and is =upporied by the

Sacialist Labour League and the WORKERS PHESS.
Support fer the six-year old anti-Vietnam war
movement is a recenl thing for the ELYS, ZLL

and WOHEFRS PRESS.

No. one could deny that this 180-degres turn
is nov welcome, But there are some unfort-
unate sapects to it all, Up to now che SLL
has made no serious attempt te collaborate
willh any other organizatien in the building
of the January 11th demonztratien.

The rich history of the inlernational anti-
Vipinam war movement is & powerful example
of the tremendons power of united fronl Bct-
jon against U.S5. imperialism. The perapect-
ive of bnilding a mass movementi against the
Nixon-Wilson war has proven lo be hollow if
the concept of united action around & princ-
ipled position of all forces opposed Lo the
war is ignored, This is the meaning of the
100, 000-g trang Dotober 27 10968 London demom=
slpation (boyeotied by the ELL).

The Augnst 12ih  NEWSLELIER, forerunner of
the WOHKFRS PRESS, stated that anti-war cif-
paigons build around "ad-hoe" or united front
committess "were formed as gubstitutes for
Marxism'. 1t iz pessible ihat in changing
its pesition on the anti-Vietoam war moye-
ment  the WORKERS TRESS will follow threugh
and change ils oppeaition to united actior
againat U.5. imperialism!s intervention ir
Vietnem by recognising the mnecesaity of
amited action [a legitimate Leminiat Lactie.

Contipmed on page LS



VSC & IMG

worry Mr Gresham Cooke

M. Gresham Cooke, Tory MP for Twickenham, is a worrfed man,
Apart from bemoaning the cost of the police wnl toensure that
the Springbolcs matches tuke place, he sees a hidden danger to
Britain's democracy. Indeed in the House of Commons on Decern
ber 16th, he was so concerned that he asked for action against the
V5C and IMG. The following is the exchange between Mr. Gresh-
am Cooke and Mr. Callaghan:

MR. G, COOKE.—Is it not disgraceful that this riotous ngsembily
i8 costing the police, the mispayers and the clubs tens of thous-
ands of pounds?

I groups like the Vietnam Solidarity Campaign and the Interna-
tional Marxist Group are inciting violence, should they not be
prosacuted under the Public Order Act, 1936, which muakes it an
offence to organiss a display of force in pursuance of political
emils?

ME. CALLAGHAN. -1 would not dream of answering the last
part of thut question withour notice. As repards the rest, demaons-
trutions do take up & lof of police time und money.
For Messrs. Callaghan and Gresham Cooke's information, the fol-
lowing is the text of our very modest leaflet distributed at Speing
baks matches in Scotland {the V8O has only publicised its forth-
coming demonstrations agminst Wilson's trip 10 Washington);

SOUTH AFRICA--WHERE IMPERIALISM MEANS RACISM

The Inlernational Marxist Groug supports every sclion which is
taken to try to stop the tour of the apartheid rughy team. We be.
lieve that sucialists in Brizain have the elementary duty to protest
agninst this white supremacist regime. In particulsr we completely
support thuse who take militant action o stop thess sames and
et the arpuments of the hypoerites who claim to opposs apart-
Bigid but spend more time attacking the tactics of the demonstra-
fory,

But we should understand that such protests are in themsedves in-
sulficient, Many would have uz believe that South Africa is just 4
an island of intolarance in a sea of hostility. On the contrary, it iz
one of the fastest-prowing cconomies in the capitatize world,
whose trade with the advanced countries has boomed for many
years. As such, it has ateracted huge investments, of which the
biggest share, ober £1,000 million, is held by British capitalists,

Far these foreigm capitalists, the apartheid system has many
advantages. One prominend British business man was recently fea-
tured extolling the virtues of cheap South African lahour, Thus
the Nationalist rulers play a key role an hehalfl of imperialism. By
ensuring a plentiful supply of cheup and adaptable lubowre they
Belp to puarantes the enormoua profits which are to be made in
South Africa.

It i precisely because of the closs links between the upurtheid
myeieen and world imperialism that we can sy definite]y that the
only struggle which will liberate the buck masses of South Africa
will be ihe struggle for the socialist revolution.

Meanwhile the arch-hypocrites in the Brilish government who
pretend to oppose apartheid sctually sncourage tade and imvest-
medt in the racists’ paradize.

There should be no illusions about the way in which the apart-
heid systemn will be overthrown. Demenstrations, picket lines, ete.
will highlight the situation, but will not change it, The South
African raclits and their imperialist backers will do anything to
keep themeehres in the saddle, This is not an unusual charucieds-
tic of imperinlism, as the present extended strugple in Vietnam
shows.

In 1960 the African peopie of Sharpeville learnt this lesson the
hard way when they were massagred a3 they demonstrated pence
fully agsinst the Pass Laws, Sinos then almest all sections of the
opposition have accepted the negessity for pomed strugpls hesed
on the support of the Afrcen peasants and wirkers,

Bocause of the strength of British imperialist interests in South
Africa, Britigh socialists huve a particular duty to assist this strug-
ple, We must popularize thelr case, organise material and political
support, and prepare for the day shen miassive assistance to the
eroeTging Souch African socialist revolution will be the crder of
the day,

SUPPORT THE ANTI-SPRINGEDK DEMONSTRATIONS!

MO ERTTISH INVESTMENT TN SOTUTH AFRICAI

VICTORY TO THE SCUUTH AFRICAN FREEDOM FIGHTERS!
{Published by International Marxist Group, /o Stewart, 52 Bel-

mont Street, Ulasgow W.2, & cfo Miller, 35 Castle Terrace, Edin-
burgh 1.)




LEON TROTSRY

ON THE TRADE UNIONS

Leon Trotsky on the Trade Unions. Fart I,
Communism and Syndicalism, Part 11, Prob-
lems of Union Strategy and Tacties., With
prefaces by Farrell Dobbs, Merit Publishers
B0 pages. Price 8/6, Available from Pioneer
Book Service, 8 Toynbee Street, London E.1.

Between 1960 and 1%67 there was a semi-
anmmal average of 780 sirikes in Britain,
Thiz figore jumped to 1,000 in 1968 and to
1,300 in the first half of 1969 and probably
reached 1,500 in the last half of 1969, Most
of the strikes were unofficial, Key areas
of industry were invelved along with more
traditionally conservative sectors like the
teachers and the dustmen, The strikez are a
powerful eche of the rising struggle in the
rest of FEuropes which brought Framce to the
brink of revolution in May 1968 and current-
1y holds Ttaly in a prerevolutionary period.
In Franee, the upsurge was smothered by the
traditional leadership in the Stalinisi-led
General Confederation of Labour (C.G.T.).
The ltalian wupsurge iz alse breaking itz
head against the bureaueratic wall. Here in
Britain, the General Council of the Trade
Imion Congress is now moving inte actioen
againet its 155 affiliates to reatrict rank
and file and shop steward initiative with

ite procedural "guidelines" to fill the
bréach for the Wilson government which is
unahle to enforce its incomes policy and the
state restrictions outlined in "In Place of

Strife "

The numerical s=trength and awesome power of
téns of thousands of werkers taking iniliat-
ives to defend their living standards again-
gt the vicioms inflationary spiral stands in
bold contrast to the tiny size of the gang
of trade union bureanerats whe spend their
time im Transport Houze offices and plush

negotiating rooms, Yet their ability to con-
tain and erush movements of  thousands of
workers iz obvious, What the source of thia
power iz and how it is te be destroyed is
the key guestion facing mot only revelutien-
ary socialists and militanls but every worh-
er caught in the squeeze of the British

B COTOImY 4
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In this context the publication eof Leon
Trotzky on the Trade Unions is most timely,

The book, a collection of letters, articles
and notes by Trotsky as leader of the Left
Oppesition, which =pans the early twenties
up to the eve of the zecond World War, deals
with this central problem, Can the irade
uniens ke inatrumentz of =ocialist revelmnt-
iom or have they hecome part of Lhe state
machine of capitalism? Can unions within
capitalism be independent or politiecally
neatral? wWill iLhe trade union bureaueracy
be bypasged? What should revelutionaries do
in the trade unions? These gquesiions are
posed and answered by thi= book in some of
Trotsky's most incisive and prophetic writ-

ings.

The first section deals with the experiences
of British and French Communists, In letiers
to leaders of French syndicalism; Trotaky
argues for the decisive role of the Commun-
ist Party in giving leadership to the work-
ing class as a whole in the struggle again-
at +1he reformist zocial democratic leader-
ghip, through the open and independent in-
terveniion of Communistzs in the organized
geetora of the working eleasa - the trade
unionz. Trotsky underlines this when he
deals with the disastrons experience of
Stalinist oppertunism in Britain where com-
muniz=1 subservience to the "left" trade
mnion bureancrate of the Anglo-Bussian Com-
mittee and the Minority Movemeni resulted im
the defeat of the 1926 general strike and
the Minority Movement.

The szecond section dealing with trade uniom
strategy and tactics outlines a elear pera-
pective for revoelutionists im the trade
wniona, It includes a section from the
transitional program from the 1938 founding
conferenes of the Trotakyist movement and a
conversation with an Ameriean CI0 organizer
and mnpotes found on Trotsky's desk after his
asspazination entitled "Trade Unions in the
Epoch of Ilmperialist Decay."

This last contribution on the central gueat-
ion of unionism of our time, "the compleie
and unconditional independence of the trade



mnions in relation to the capitalisi stete"
i the most powerful. Within imperialism,
Trotsky explains, there can be no political-
ly noutral or independent trade uomions,
Either they become secondary instruments of
imperialism for diseciplining the working
elazs and blocking revolution or they can
become instruments of socialist revolution.
It i= enough to look at the TUC's procedural
guidelines, Harbara Caslle's policies and
flochet®s CGT in France to have a concreta
undergtanding of this.

But an understanding of the position of the
tride uniong within imperialism iz pot
enough. Truly independent unions within
capitalism need a reveluvionary, that is, a
Trotzkyi=l leadership. Again and again,
Trotsky emphagises that il is this leader-
ghip which will crvatallize a mass lefl wing
againszt the Feathers, Woodeocks, Zcanlens,
Wilsons and Castles. Il is this leadership
which will be forged within the organized
working «¢lasas through the sctive interven=
tion of revolutionary secialiste dfighting

“Workers’ Press”
Treachery on Bolivia

Sinoe last July, repression has hit the Bolivian vanguard, The
Fourth Internationsl has znzaged in s campsipn aeainsd this re-
pression and Tor the support of the POR and ELK

The Workers ' Press, published by a proup calling itsell Trotskyist,
has uttacked this campaign, dedicating a whole page of one ssye
o texts from g “POR"™ in Boliviz. The Trotskyist moverment in
Balivia hud been divided into two tendancies for mony vears.
Beth of them had the saime name, One of them was led by Hugh
Cronzaley Moscoso and was aftliated to the Fourih International.
The other was led by Guillermo Lova. These two orpaalsations
Joined together on 17th February, 1966 (cf. the agresment on
unification in {wafriemie furargaiionale . oo, 25, June 10663, Bur
Lora, who gave his agresment while he was outside Hodivia, re-
fused, when he came back, to enter the unified crpanisacon, He
gathered a amall cligue round him and took e name of “POR’
agmin. It is thiz | Lo sh miceotraction which sow lonshes—aut of
of & lack of other activitics—these mtlacks, which the Editorial
Board of the Workars' Presy seized, happy to be ablz o appear
far once g5 internatiomalist, without much cost. Awaay froam i all,
it & difficult for the reader o Be able to judze the numerizal jim-
portance of the different groupe, wheraas on the spot, the halance
of forces from the same point of view is obvious, Dot the naowe
of the political divergences is clear enough. We atkach less impor
tamce to the slanders of the Workers' Press than e the political
Ene followed by owr Bolasan conwrades and 1o jts exemplary
sternational impact, Lora’s proup claimz to be “in absolure dis:

for independent democratiec onions stroggling
with & transitiomal program for a socialiat

BoCiety.

Is thiz book relevant for today? A survey
of the Hritiszh left ahows Lbe lessons oot-
lined by Trotsky bave vet to be mnderztoed
by aome ¢laiming to Five revelulionary lead-
ership, 'The Communist Party, hanging on to
the coat=tails of the labour “"lefts™ contin=
ues the opportunizm of the dayw of the Anglo -
mnssian Committes, The failure of Intermat-
ional Seocializm te come to grips with the
role of the revolotionary party iz reminie-
cent of +the Freneh syodicalism  Trotsky
Toughl apainst, I'he attempt of the Social-
izt Labour TLeagne 4o counterpese  the All
Trades Uniom Alliance to the reformist cont-
rolled TIC brings inte the 1970's ihe seci-
arisnism of the Stalinist third peried.

Leen Trotsky on the I'rade Unions i3 a mmat

for every wmwilitant =erions aboeut the pros-
peels for social chenge in HBritain,
Fom Philipa

agrement witl the guerrills ™, Tts declkiraiions on the nananilisa-
tion of the Gull 06l limits itself 1o eeperalitics witich lead to oo
programme for struggle against the military digtatorship—nor
even an appeal against the cepression, Las) July, atter the arrests,
Lora was alrendy doing nothing mure than condermn the guer-
rillas, which his group regards as “a typics! silventuze of petty.
hourgeods despair™”, Under such circemstances, one will umider-
stand that this groug i5 somewhat isclated from the re volutionary
vimpuaed in Bolivi, as well as in the whole of Latin Americ

Besides, slanderous attacks spaiva the arrestad milicants o those
who carry on the strugele underground are sufficiant e demons-
trate the political quality of this newshesr as of 205 correspon-
dens, IE declzees thar “there exisl today senows suspicions 1l
M Gorzaler Moscose world work Far the Belivian Governmant”

W Lora and hes choae Bad some proot. they would produse icand
wolizil nul resomt o publisting msineations i England, bezapse
in Bodivia it would cost thens the indignation—ze best a verkal

one —af the revelitissires whe untll sow used re Bod them ridi-
auluows and whe ansnimoosly wAll judge them criminal. The RBali-
vian rrvalutionazios know who continues to Feht teside the ELK,
a3 an independan urgmistion. with ios own peess, sell alive in
spile of the repressicn, Bur i abaslute aprepment as tar a3 the
necessity of armed sirigele 5 concemned: snd who las remounced
all srrugala.

Slander has always been the weapon of ppartunises; oy politi-
cilly bonkrupt sects can recopnize chemsaives i those relten
methads favoured by Sialinises

The Workers Prose shares el responsibilicy for such standess with
with Lova.

The campaign i sugpor) o the Balivian rewolubionimies of the
POR will nor be hampered as the [Foekers ' Prosy mav hope.




Sarta Craz

O September 26, the civilian fcam headed by Siles Salings was
ousted from the Palacio de Gobierno [Government Faloee] by the
srmed forces and replaced by 8 military-civilian povernment head-
ed by the supreme commander of the armed foroes, Genesal
Alfredo Ovando Candiz.

This changing of the guard was carned out peacelully, without
shot being fived or even o koife being stuck into anvbody, It was
only for propagandis? purposes amd in 2o oticmpt to confuse the
people, Or ot least to oreate expectations of pelitical change, that
2 big theatrical performance was staped with a disglay of military
cquipment, statements of supporl, ofe., and with the pretaganiats
of the gction as a finale termine it a “revalution™

We consider it our responsibility to expose the reasons thil miol-
ivated the armed lorees to luke this siep and the concrete aims
they sought, and, 2t the same time, 1o alert the people to the dan
gers they threaten, concealed by demagogic poses.

Fulfilling this revolutionary oblipation two days after the event,
we must sy categorically that what we are faced with is a change
of personne] in the Palacio de Gobierne and not a social revolu-
tion, We must, therefore, contradict the official apologists, the
naive souls, and the utopians.

There s no revolution, whether with regard 1o the forces involved,
which are the =me a5 have monopolised political power since
19604, or with regard to the sprinkling of opportuniste mitellae-
tuals in the new cabinel who have no fixed party affilistion or
ideology. $till less is a rovolurion to he found i the projected pro-
gramine, the “Mandaio Revolucionario®, which does not progass
a single Tundamental change, which lacks colerence, and which is
mothing maore than o salad of ambizuitics and contradictions.

The “Mandura™ is inferier to oy trade-union minimum pro-

crumne of struggle these days, These fearwres are quite i aceord-

nge with the spirit of the middle petty bourgeoisie from which
authors come.

The changing of the team in the Palagio de Gobiemo was nol an
itempl to make the revolution but rather an attempt 1o block
the revelution of a proletanan and popular nalure—socialist in
swenge—which is on the march.

Such a mowve was an intelligent response under the crcwmstances,
[t was the product of the impotence of the capitalist system in
faze of ihe present unsiable and threatening situaricn—an ex-
tremely serious attzmpr of the bowrgeoisie and mperalism o
cottain a revolution arising from below by offering to carry out
the revelution from abowe, bar L within the Bounds of e, order,
tranguillity, and with respect for the private progorty of the
monopolizs.

This conchsion is based on the Fellowing eonsiderations:

I. The guerrill movement ard the five off e werkers mevement
have foreed rhe gereraly to fake defensive megsures,

Our judgement is confimmed by the contradictions in what the
military eommanders thermselves say and by what can be read in
the introduction (o the “Mandalo Revolucionarie™

In Tact, this introduection says thal the atttude of the armed
fopces wis provoked by the danper threatening the “institutions
of the nation ™, due 1o the advance of the forces of the extrame
lefy andd the provwing activities of the goerrillas, 4 situation which
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the Siles povernment showed itself impotent 10 contend with, The
Siles government was especially incompetent in containing terrae-
igm. that ia, armed siropgle.

These "sincere™ or “precipitate”™ siatemends—inadverie nily, natur-
ally —expose the new cabinel’s insistent asseverations as to (heir
revolutionary objectives, At the same time these statements show
Lie cloar aims of the wificers, which are still the same as they were
i Nuvember 1964, when a developing popular insurrection was
alao shaking the eountry and endangering the institutions of capl-
lalist sowcicry .

loday, as vesterday, the generals have come out of their staff
heaﬂq_n;u:erg te contront—with the methods they find most ap-
propriafe—a new aseent and mobilisation of the people, of the
worker, peasant, and student shasses, an ascent whose most ENEE -
elic and dynamic expression is the guersilla movement,

BOLIVIA:
an analys

Slostly hefore the ouster dF8iles Salinas, the military chiels were
Toreed by rthe evidance 1o admi that puerrills actizities iz Bolivia
had nt been destroyved by the Blows dealt to the ELK [Ejerclio
de Liberacion Maclonai—Army of Mational Liberation, the guer-
rilla ferce created by Che Guevara and Inti Peredo] or by the mar-
der of Inti Peredo. This was equivalent to a confession that the
military’s plans had Failed. The repression had been unable to
smash the revolutionists,

The destruction of the unions und their radio stations, the gag
laws, the congenteation camps, and the military encirclement of
the mines had producsd wery precarious results, The contradic-
tiong and exhaustica of the segine had nol been overcome.

Tar the contrary, they were growing more acute, provoking the
cx-chancellor Medeires to say that o was nongense 10 talk abowl
devalopineni of the country becouse the per capita income was
continuing o fall. The annual income per inhabitant fell from
130 in 1950 to 320 at the present time {according to a Parlis-
MENIary report).

Thus sshjective situation slirred up the mass strupgle, which is now
simmiering more vigorously than before, dreawing in broad seclors
of inlellectuals and of the Catholic church, whose priests have be-
pome leaders of diseontented popular masses. And this strupgle
hus aitracted the welloff svniversity and collepe students, whe are
Tizing up againgt the cagitulation o imperialism and the anti-dem-
ocratic, antiepational and anti-labour policy of che army.

In this gontext, the guersillas were nothing more than the contino-
ation of the revolutionary mass movemeni whose developient
wis ciot off and wruncated by the maszsacres and ropression of the
military ciccles.



thizted eivilian president Ziles Salinas

While in Che’s time in 1967 the guerrilla movernent hed broad
popular support, its reappearance in 1969 with Inti Peredo og-
cusred in a much riper situation, when the students, prissts, work-
ers and radicalised sectors of the middle class no longer hesitared
but accepted armed struggle as the onby way.

This popular judgement, which accepts and endorses the road of
guerrilla warfure, is what sustaing and holsters the pueerillas, Other-
wise, it could not be explained how, after the defear at Vado del
Yeso, the death of Che. and the brotal blows of chis July, fighters
remain in the field and o proqguerrilla spirit is sweeping the coun-

try.

This spirit is expressed in the homage of students, wriers, priesis,
and univns to the figures of Che and Int. The people have not
been scared of T, no terror gnaws at thei vitals, The guerills seem
like the early Christians, who were exterminated and devoured by
the beasts in the Roman cireuses but who raised up new fighters
in their place, inspired by their faith and the certainty of victory,

The purely military repressive measures proved insufTicient, snd
to continue along this road, under the conditions deseribed, would
have led to o reselutionary explozion and an exfraordinary up-
surge in the strength of the guerrillas. The militacy high command
understood this, [t had to let some of the air out of the balloon
before it explodad; it had o isolate the people’s puerrill fighters.

According 1o Ovando's main adviser, the sociology professer
Rolon Anaya, the vinleice had exhausted itself without provoking
any changes. | would sdd thar it ended by releasing porentially
greater revolutionary forces and that it was only 0 question of
time to organise them and propel them inte the sirugple.

[t wag for this season thal the oulitacy command dediled to
udopt an apparantly leftist socigl and coonomni preprammes i de-
cided o liberalise its regime, to pive & lew copeesians. 1o gvetha
impression of o confrontation with the fmperialist concarns, I
pushed for an inerease in the state share in the mimopolics, and
ever, why not?, a little statisatton. Thar iz, the military wanted 1o
appear 1o be the defender of the rational and popular soverzipn
anid the national interzsis. The rape umd the murderer’s machine
Bun were hencetorth 1o be used in the name of g revolution!

Sides Sulinas was nat usted beeswse he was an obstacls o CATTYiNg
forward a revelutionary pulicy of national and social Theration
but because he was considered incomperent to comtzin the Pl
riIJus und the Eli'!".ll'll;:ﬂ ur the Iett and I'ﬂi.:ill.-bl."' it was, urgr.-l:l.'}- neses-
8Ty [0 perfect a new tagtic of method the betler to deal with the
MILs523.

Ihe anti-popular essence of the Ovando regime thus shows Up very
clearly, The rest, the pseudo-revolutionary nguage, the promises
ol trade-union and pofiieal democracy, new civilian faces i the
cabinet are inzidental. secondary questions which will be forgorter
o7 gltered when it suits the military command,

2 The grmod furces holding power lave been ooiverted inte a
Bediical parcy

The armed forees rook powsr in Bolivia in 1964, The traditional
political parries had loar their historica validicy. They had shown
themsslves incapable of somprehending the international and nag-
ionalsitualion und ke new relationship of forces then developing,
Worn-out and ossified, they became useless for defending the
ofder established by imperialism and natve capilalism apains: a
popular, working-class revolunon,

This palitical vocuum, as Osando once colled it, was Glled by the
army, which began to operate like a political party,

[n fact, the entire military establishment sssumed the distinetive
characteristics of a political arganisalion. A the officers, from
generdls to sergeants, received special political training, hesdes
e anti-guerrilla and wilyn COURECT-insUCgency fruining they re-
ceived from Yankee tochnicians, And this training was tied 10 ad-
vartages ond privileges of all kinds, well-paid administrative posts,
and a 00K salary increase.

The general stafl of the armed forces was converted inte a politi-
| commictee or centeal enmmmittes of the army-party. There was
o important qualitative change in the armed Torces: they were pn
longet the old armed tforces and the old army. This special phenc
menon consisted of o podisfcalivetion of e officers corps gnd rhe
Lt it tionralinetion af' 5 pedinoal characier. This i@ -
dered o milirariurtion of podition! gefivity

The partyarmy, or armed poditical party, has monopolised politi-
cal power wnintesreptedly since Movember 1964, 1t has poverned
the couniry in vorious Forms- military  junta | Barcentos-
LT ndu—ﬁ. a4 constitanbiona| gUvermmene [BarrieninsSile sy, and now
a civilian-rifivary junia {Ovando).

These vanous forms have been purely a matter of appeasance amd
hive been dictated by the metical needs of the militry's domestic
and international relations, Whatever the form, the same oulftary
diztatorship propped vp by armed torce was sl belind i, Never
has the capitalist state lovked 0 mooch like o simple anmed hody
thirn now. covered ot best By a pseado-demoerine Biging,

Having absorbed all powers, the military somnsandors can hoast
tliat “We ure the stata!™
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At no poant did the Siles Salings povernment break the contnuity
of the military dictatorship. In practice Siles did not govern, He
was a fictitious president lacking the power [Q name even subordi-
nate  officials in the local administrations (&g Valepeuel in
Cochabamba),

His unusual talent for playing a front man’s role jed him o tuler-
até sueh o situation, The ruling force was always the prmy-party.
which, with its repional divisivns, 5 ar and naval forces, con-
trofled the ecountry and ccried out ils decisions behind Siles”
hack

Depending on ils needs, the army-party has created and dissolved
givilian pofitizal groups o Ritched ald niniarties toits chariot,
trying o pive the impression Chat it had o base of support. 1hey
contld net Feal any body (hes way,

The new civilizn faces now in the cabinet, like Rolon Anaya, Qui-
roa Sante Cruz, Bailey and Oriiz, differ in no way Trom Fernando
Diez de Meding, Ricirde Anaya, Waller Guevara, and the hike.

The fael is thas, like the decadent Spanish monzrehs: the aony
F‘m'.f'_':-' i% 5Ll ||_|'|_|_[l_|_1;|'||=r II5,-;:||- witly a cliss .;f "‘:'.F|1ill wtas™, as cerlain
old roval counsellors in the Middle Ages were eullad who substi-
ruled necromanay Tt socil analyzis.

3, The Aigory gl socind chargcrer 0f The army-party

By wur winks we shall be known, Genzral Owardo said. That is
geapel truth Ter he satre, we already know them by their works
and we kiow witt the Botivian srmed Torces are capahle of

The statements of e generals would be enough to revea] what is
heitind the reorganisation of the governmnent. In jurisprudence
“she confesion of the aceused 18 full proof™, Bl in politics this
crlterion is insufiement.

Wihat s decisive here in andesstanding the ewsencs of a state, -
measuring i tevilutionary process and aouging phe poteatizl of fis
leaders, is determinieg its social or class nature. Such an analyeis
preveris erfors of judgement in face of at fimes contradictory and
conluse pasing situations,

The armed forcss are o compeneni of the sate, o owr eoaeey
|||E}' TEprosg the raling clagsei, wiick are |ip;|'.[:':' bound te i
perinlism. In this period of world war betwess sacialissh and bme
perialism, the Balivian armed Forees are actually part ol the inter-
naticmal army of imperialism, whose head is in the Pentapon. This
praechi s seelementary that even the children knoe it

Aftzr it was routed by the armed people in 1951, the Bolivian
army was rehuilt by imperialism. 05 top military cunianders os
well 38 it middleranking officers have gone through special
courses i Panama. where the Pentapen has its general hadeguar-
tors Tor Latin America,

I the Mizaflores forteess, alongsade the Bolivian peneral sraff
affices, the American reilitasy commission @rnies on its work.
Yankse advisers train the spesial anri-guerrills and urhan gouncer-
irqurgency urits, The armed forces of Bolivia have been bl up,
rrained militarily, technically and politically, and armed by the
Penugon. This i why the people sy that the Bolivian army i
*Made in the TIRA™

Because of its education and lrainma, and ils overbearing attitude
perjving from its privileges, the Bolivian military caste has been
consersative and a defender of the “estublished order™, an enemy

1o

af all reforms, however minimul, Bolivian military history isa his-
torw of massacres of workers and peasants and of coups d'ett oo
block the sdwances of the masses,

Tust in the period snoe 1964, we hove o note the (wo massacres
in the Catavi-Siglo Veinte mine in 1965, the massacre in Milluid
and Alta La Paz in the same year, the Saint John's Doy massacre
in the Sigin Veinte in 1967, the acespabions of the trade unioa
headquarters, the destruction of the labour-wned radio stations,
s well a3 other such incadents.

Al of these petinns were carried cwrander the command of Gen-
eri] Dwando. who exeréised the supreme autherity over the ammy.
and 1he geesent team of nulitary ulers,

If this is the history of the grmed forces, which today are the rul-
ing partyarmy, it would be strange thal i the twinkling of an
ey, withoul debates or serinus intecnal orises, this entice institue
tionakised body chanped its mind, cast off s past, and became
progressive, revolutionary and anti-imperialist.

1 dov pest deny the possibilivy of chunge in sectors of the srmy,
primarity among its young otficers who are ot compromised by
its oligarchic past and are influenced by the technical, scientific
and military trinmphs of the socislist camp. The class strugp:
does nor spare any onpiisation, however monolithic, and the
army will ped be an exceprion,

But only rewolutson, revolutivoary struggle, will disintegrate the
oppressor army, freeing sectors that will go over Lo the people and
f0in a new liberation army emesging from the ranks of the people.

In the tradition of Lenin, | do not believe thid the army 2nd s
cornmanders will make an about-faee as the result of simple per-
suasion by “arhirristas™ of the stripe of Rolon Anayn or LhiToes
Santa Cruz. Mor do T think that it will mwke swch a shift as the Te-
sull of any awakening of "jts conscience”

The farce thal will divide this army, demsalis: it, and win for the
peaple any propregsive sector that might exist within it will be
revelulionary stenpele. That is the historic Jeeson of all revalutions.

The pepulist declarations and innumezable promises that have al-
ready been made in the sl few hours represenl manoeuvres to
confuse and deceive the masses, and above all, they represent at-
remprs 1o limit radizalisation of the masies 50 a3 (o step their gen-
erous support to armed stroggle and the puersillss

An instrument such as the army-party is not qualified to head g
revolution kading to the national and social liberation of Bolivia.
In the presen) pericd in world history of trangition betwesn (oo
svsterns and modes of production, Tevolution mesns 3 direet strug-
gl= tor socislism, The road of civilsation and progress for the pee-
ples leads through the everthrow of the capitulisl clages holding
puser and the defeat of imperiolism which is their underginning.

In their *Mandato Revolugionario™, the Bolivion armed forces do
ot propos: putiing another cliss in poewer of altering the existing
strustures o bring them closer to socilism, What they propose js
fi preserye the system of expioitation and defend it fram & better
tactizal position.

The palicy of mosmeras and the hangman's rope failed. This has
uhfiged the armed forces In take up some popular slogans and pre-
et Uhemselves a5 "lefr notionalises”



it the triumph of the Cuban revolution forced
imperulien o pose a3 a friend of development in the

pathons with its Alliance for Progress. As a result
ey, i Bad to let go its grip on a few more dollars bud it

change its imperialist, exploitive, and anti-popular
character.

‘# cocamsiances, in order (o defend their interests more
ectiesly, the oppressor classes find themselves forced to grant
e comccmions, which are more formal than substuntive. But,
setsising power in their hands precisely because of this flexibility,
S oppressor clasies quickly recoup these concessions and even
serense their profits once the moment of difficuloy is past.

& The “Mandaro Revolictongrin ™ i a fioree.

The sole significance of the programme liunched by the armed
forces under the name “Mandato Revoluckopario™ was 1o offer a
few concessions from sbove 1o sve the present situstion. Using
the braing of its current civilian eroploveas, the parge-army mde
an effort ar political theory. However, this endeavour has pro-
duced only vulgar, shopworn theorising, The traditional and social
character of the armed forces are retlected in this document des-
pite its trashy populist phrasemongering.

In fact, the docurnenl begng by proposing a “system that would
be neither exclusively capitulist nor exclusively sogialist, in which
various kinds of ownership would persist™. 11 advocates a Vsocial
alliance™, that s, a front of classes and, finally, il presents an
assortment of highly contradictory slogans, all of which have been
miouthed many timss ower e last twenty vears

We find en eapernes |0 show oppodition to foreign domination
fioflowed fmmediately by the declaration of broad guaraniees
foreipn invesiment, which was conceded a role in social develop-
rent.

The decument siresses national soveroipnty, but nothing is said

'ahout the network of Yonkee missions and commissions that un-
dermine this soverespnty and the right of the peoples to sclf-deter-
mination. The giraval base of El Alto, known as “Little Guanta-
nama ™, is forgotien.

Finally, the “Mandato Revelucionario™ offers nothing not rotted
out hefore by Barrentos or proposed wich greater verve by other
bourgenis movements, with the already koown results of defeat
for the people and a preater colonialisation of the country.

Tn thesa past two decades, the Bolivian people have seen how the
class sirugple in its inexorable development has settled accounts
with similar programmes, cruelly expesing the refarmist falsc
prophets. Under the pressure and manocuvres of the monopolis-
tic intereats, soon nothing was lef o these reformists but their
antisociulism, They rapidly forpot their fantasies about making
capitalizm und impeciolism kind and benevolent,

Cvandn’s first two decrees, which were issued topether with the
“Mandato Revoluconario”, and later complemented by broad de.
clarationg, lugtreted the real range and potential of the mulitarny-
civilian gevernment.

The first decree repesled the Petroleum Cole of 1955, But the-

principle adopted in regard 1o the one-gided and traitorons conces-
shors was to negotiate an increass in woyalties. It is possible that i
no sgreement is reached, the military rulers will find themselves
forced to a nationalization, paying full eompensation Tor all of
Gulf Dils investments as well az damagrs—that is, what they pro-
pose ia 3 kind of commercial tronsaction.

General Dvando

But this step, leoving intact the structure of smperizhism, and il
worse, opening the door to new foreign invesiment whick they
promize {0 respect, witl be emaswculated and truncated. When it
was raized to power by the masses in 1952, the MKE nationnlizal
ihe mines, Bul shoriy afterwards it opened the of ficlds for im-
periglist peoetration, Who is 1oy whether or not this tine, ia
return for the perroleun, they will oo give ridiceactive o lerils
oo Lhe dicon of Mutwm?

The other decree . whichiconcsrns the Mreedam o’ 1he trade witions,
also has a deceptive charucisr. Ik the rieae upsurge now occurong,
the trade unions had bepun in practics oo dpmare the corpotative
regulations decreed by Barnentos. The repeal of shis law was
aimed ar arousing expectalions aneng e workas,

Bt i tirme, measures will zppear, imiting trade wnion operations
L the mesniime, o new regolacion banning politics i the unions
and par::is,an a_|:1j1'i1_:|.' im the Jaboor move nsnl s :||:::||ﬂ'_-.' _'rh:“irlg-'_ 1ier-
ticmed, Moreower, the trade union beadquarters, independen: radio
stations, wmd unien Tunids feman in govermment trostesship.

A tuste is encuph Lo ell, accordiaz to popular wisdon. And these
two dectecs are the faste thal enakles ug already to pradacr the
Ovando government’s Future course. As Tor demecratic and poli-
ticul Treedorms, the jnls will stay filled and ary revoluriconis whno
ventures to take the official promises szriously will end up bekind
bars as “a puerrilia contact™ or subeessive”

The slale security law may be repealed: but the courts, wich thei

judpes and prosscuters couverled o polce agencs, will srill de-

prive citizens of their libertics on the bosiz of the antiguoted peral
cocle. The tactical engivelemant of the mings will be chamged nio
a strategic encirclement, with the withdraval of troops o few kilo-
mearres from where they are puw,

There will be wo reoperang of the wage question and a1 mos] the
miners will by piven manes warge mcicEses winounling oo less
than the wage cuts impossd oo Giem o Mav 1U55, The privaie
concerns Will not be expelled trom che low-grade are de posits and
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marging of the mtivnalseth mines, erc. And if any companics
leave, others will come in under the protection of the respect and
puarantzes for privale Toreign mvestroent embodied in the “Man-
daro Revolucionaria™

Thus, the programme of the armed forces 5 a farge and an artemp
Lo mislead the smsses and (o sow illusicns umong the more back-
ward sectors of the middle class. Tr s motivated by the anxiery af
the military L isolate the puerdlas,

The puerrilias are tighung for good things, the military concede;
they are not rebels without a cause, But they sow wiolence and
death, and besides, they Tollow foreign commands, We will stropgle
for o8 pood or better programme bur without dearhs and with lib-
acly und social justice. Abandon the guerllas and support the
"Mardaco Revolugonzrio™ of 1he grioed forees, Thisis the thets-
vl shift represented By the September 26 manocuvre. Thia s the
thiniing behind it

5. Alert the Holivien people!

The tevolutionary Marxists, the Marists-Leninists, have the his-
caric mizsion of making the revolution in order o bwld socialism.
We do pet fall inte cunningly-lsid snarcs like the present ane noc
der et enpottrape anyone’s reformdst dlustons

We e actors w the revodution and not simply speciaiors who orit-
dctse, Sl less are wo pefinoners appealing’ for someone else 1o
make a rewolution that is vurs by right snd duty. Therefore, we
draw a line of fee berween owrsélves and careerist opporiunism
and we do not abdicate our roke of Teading the people towards the
sogialis! victony,

Furtherimore, it 13 negesaary to make very cleas thal socialism is
not built with patches and crumbs begmed from the imperialist
appressor, Warell any naive elemnents, whao, dazzled by the official
serbigee, might think they see ap altermtive road te beration dn
Cvando's path. thas the system of imperialist oppression, the pow-
ze b rha borgeaisie, wril mever be destroved by small conguests.

In order to break this power, d real revolution is needed, 4 violent
and brutal upheaval. Armed violenee is mdispensable fo destroy
the bases or pillars on which the pilalist system rasts,

If capitalist power is not broken md if the bourgeodsie is main-
tnined, capitalism will always find wavs and means to absorb re-
forms or amall pains, integrating them nto its workings in oder
later to peovert them, emasculaie them, and liquidate them, Boli-
vian hdstory is rich in examples that teach this lesson.

I ropeoat. What the present povernusut 13 trying to-do by ostenta.
tioosly movthing the word “reveletion™ is (o defuse the scono-
imiz, social and political contradictions of the system in order {0
halt the revolutionary action of the messes,

The dismisasl of parliament and the dissalution of palitical parties.
hus Jelt only ong institution in place, the army-party-state, which
holds an absolute monopoly of power. This developmenl has
pushed the militarisation of political activity to iz uliinete ex-
tremes. Tn these eonditions, class strugele and mass mobilisations
can only tuke the road of srmed strupgle.

Against the army-pariy-mevernment, which fowers omnipotent,
it iz the duty of the revolutionisis to erect 3 people’s army, the
concrete expression of the popular forces, We most not deceive
ourselvas, In oxder to overthrow the prasent regirme and foke
power, we must lorge an adeguate instrument, which is the Revo-
lutionary Ammy of the People.

Mobilisations of the workers, strikes, democratic actics by, the
peaple, require such ap instrument, which will be built in armed
strupgle, which is already being built in the guerrilla manemen
towlny, The first tusk of revelutionists is to rally around this devel-
oping people’s army, to sustam it and defend it

Stop this deception! Belind the pseudo-left verbiage and the civi-
lian-military cabinet is the mme “Made in the USA"Y army thar
masiagred the workers and took power in 1964,
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The crisis of

Bourgeois ldeologists

The Univerdies by V. H. H. Green, Fenguin, /-
Americar Pawer grd the New Mondorms by Meam Chomshey,

Penpguin, B/-

These rwo books batk deal with educacion and the scademic com-
munily, However, they are writlen from such different viewpoints
that they could casily be mistaken as dealing with totally separate
subjects. [, Green writes from the insuluted fastness of the Sen-
ior Comimon Boom, Linceln College, Oxford. His work purparts
to give u history of the universities, and the present role of higher
sducation in Brifish society. The history comprises o recitol ot
most of the Gcts eelated tothe universitiszs, The dates of foumda-
tions, listz of major scholors, Teer of vaniows colleges at variows
times, are all there, heavily sprinkled with the traditionsl self-
imdulgent slories of Oxbridpe eccentrics. Bul it 15 scarcely history.
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An example that could be taken—this among many of such pomis
that could be raised - is k2 hislory of science teaching in univers-
itizs, We are told baldly that Durham established 2 department of
enguteanng i 1838, while Cxlord only managed o caich up in
1907, The whole struggle of the bourgeois to take cver and con-
trol the universicies which iz implcit i fhose two dafes, is ignored,
11 the history is inndequate, the analysiz of contermporary unbvers-
ities is fatuous. The lack of classics, law and theology departments
ar the new umiverdbies i@ bemoaned. As for the studencs: “The
higher proportion of girls to men at these universities ... possibly
diminizhes sexual frustration, bul almost certainly limits intellec
tua’ dizeussion,™ Student wiolence, coupled with the pumes of
Mods and Kockess, is touched on. Reference iz made o the mili-
tusils and the revolutionury movement: “I is basically {otalitarian,
anti-demnocratic and dfiberal, even dn its oudward manifestation,




nea-fascist.” The answer 1o the present problems of the univers-
ities is to restress the conservative Tunction of education. and o
B0 Back 1o the rigour of the old academic disciplines that is being
eroded by socinl sciences. His final message iz * .. the British uni-
werEities enjoy et prosent o depree of academic Treedom which
most of their comtemporaries hoth lack and eavy . A Rritish
universily is still. in Newmnan's words, “n Alma Mater, knowing
her children vne by one, not a Fsiendry, or @ mine, of a readmil]’
It s surely desirable tha it shall remsin se.”

Chomsky writes with urgency und gommitment shout the acad-
emic community, His book reveals just how trawmatic the ¥iel-
nam war has been. He beging by quoding Randolph Bourne, who
warned that: “the odd phitosophy. the old radicaliam .. has found
& perfegily definite level, and there s no repson to think that it
will not remain there. Tts flowering appears in the technical organ-
isstion of the war, by an eamest group of vouag Tbarals, who iz
ect their course by an opportuniat proccamme of state socinlism
at home, and 8 leapue of benevolently imperimlislic nations
abroad,™

And again: "The war bas revenled & vounger intelligentsia, trained
up in the pragmatic dispensation, immenszely ready Tor the exeou-
tive ordering of events, pitifully unprepared for the intelicctial
interpretation or the idealistic focussing of ends .. What is signili-
cant is that it is the technical side of the war that appeais 10 them,
not the interpretive or political side. The formulation of values
and ideas, the preduction of articulate and suggestive thinking,
had not, in their education. kepl pace to sny extent whatever
with their technical aptitude ™

The frisson comes when Chomsky points out that this was not
wrilten about the “rugged pragmatists" or “new mandaring” of
cantemparary America, but of the America of 1917,

The: burden of Chomsky’s essavs is the defection of the |iheral
intelligartsio bo the comp of techoicism and the Vietnam war. The
method of the new mardaring s simple: o ritualistic drumming-
oul of normative, unsctentific valves, followed By their seplice

Continued from page &

in building mass opposition to the war., The
Japuary 25th demonstration presents the SLL,
the RLYS, the WOREERS PRESS and all those who
have previously participated in the anti-
Vietnam war movement with this= opportunity,

The working committes for the January 25th
action iz hoping for participation of a
variety of groupa and organizations. Col-
eges  and universities will be posiered and
leafleted for the demonsiration. Every Sat-
urday wup to the demonstration the working
commities will meet to iron out the plana
and take care of the organisational work.
Intereated individuals and sponsoring org-
anigations are invited to attend. The meet-
ings will +take place at 2 pm at the V5Q
office,

Further information, posters and leaflets
can be obtained threwgh VSC, Roem 1, 13
Whites How, Londom E.l, Telephone 247 9845,

men with cool. Lol objectivity. The Gl soluton of Hitler can
be discwssed rtwnally: “Is it technically feasible 10 dissose o
millions of bodies? Waat 4 the evidence thar the Slavs aes e o o
heings?

The horrifylag fact is 1hat 1t is precisely this metiaodiiog zal felish:
ism that dominates orthodox discussions of the Vietnam war,
Chomsky gquotes Joseph Harsch on Sombice tazics: 4 bomb
drapped inteea bealy jungle produces no visble tesult, Ever if 4
hits # truck enrrying aminunition the pdot seldom 3s the stis.
faction of knowing what he achisved. A bit on s biz Fydre-gloors -
danri is anther matrer, Tlisre s o hge explosion, visiole fior gy
where above: The dam can be seen 1o fall. The wasors car be ween
o pour throueh the breach and drown ous huge areas of derm-
land. and villages. in its path. The pilot who 1akes our 3 Fael e
electric dinm gats back home with 2 leeling of aciomphsbment,

Lhe gpothecss of seeh sewn js found i Hzemann Kalin, sk
ademired For his cowage by the other prapmatse intelesrs e et
the “suphisticazed™ and “expart” sping of e scentific methed
is ocarried oo s protssguc linps, -I'_'I';u_:_-'.'m.k:. SIATICRTE wn (e
Thersmip-Mocloge NWap: s d5 sundly one of the smmicia
works of our time ., kaan proposes e fheonies, a0 exoigroior
no empinical assempions at zim Be eed dpgins thei AnEe-
guemces: ak do the scicnees e s 2Enpling '_.:--:"|i.-||:-.; Fle soeapls
uggests @ terminolopy and provides o Neeade of ptjonuhne”

W Chomsky bitingly analyses the Amesizan ocadensies. his 521u-
Honsare kess compellng, [n bis essay ~The Fzsponsibiliin o [nie|
lechmls™ he urges the intelloctuats to rosist autheorioy when (¢ cor-
flicts with their personal moral code, In “Some Thoughis on [,
tellectuals and the Schools™, he proposes than the schiool s shieyd
feach thesr students to defend (hemszalve from the BUAYTRIEL 2
propagnda naching. Inchnsistencies 1 such propasels e net o
difficult 1o pick owr, But (k2 ponn k& than Chonsiy Fas stariod
the voyape to discover Bow oo avoid Fituss Viememes, D1, Gresn
ey siruts drosnd the docks, Tall of he ol answ s, fom el
fhe now problems, and oecasonully shouting shose ur the et
ing explorers,

Julian Atkinsom

THE
INCONSISTENCIES

OF “STATE
CAPITALISM”

by ERNEST MANDE!

Ol pape Trom M Pabl seaiisie
8y Tevnbee =t,, Landon, E,
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A Future for British Miners?

Following the regent “'unconstitutional™ sirike in {he coal indus-
try, during which more than 100.000 men were invalved, it is
fnatructive fo reflect an the history of the NUM. Singe its formu

tion, wot a day has been lost in efficial sirke setion. Taken by it-
self, this may nat be particularly meaningful, wnel it i realised
that the recend eruphion of militiney w3as the mosl significant
simes 1926, and it was not suppartad by the national leadership

added ro which, the swike wasin support of BUM policy, and in
fke regert ¢lection for the General Secretary the victosious candi-
dare adverated the use of strikes. Tt s in this situtien that trade
wion militants, partiswarly inside the KM, should begin to quss-
tion the matwre and Function of the UM, The authars of @ ree-
ently produced pamphlet, A Furere For Sritid: Miners®. attempt
the task of auestoning the rele of the NUM leadership, They
make o posiive call for militant grass root organistion, ang are
usiag the pamphi=t as a callying point for this purpose. liecanse
they pendice an inaocurale analysis, their corciusions are nothing
more than o restatement of Clefl reformist™ wiews.

[e Fundarmenial Taull in their reasoring is their inability te char-
acterise 1l social nature of (e KOB. Becanse they fail in this task
they are incapehle of developing o consustent ptticude 1ovaards the
NUM. What the NUM, and the authors of this pamphler as well,
should rezlise, is chat the coal indusity bas 3 social cole predefer-
mired by s social and ecomomic environment, This is & capitalist
gaciety and the function of the coal industry 18 10 provi de a cheap
sonce of fuel for capitalism at large.

The WUM itself was formed in Tesponse fo the strocture of the
MCE Many of the new offigais of the NCR had formerly pesn
afficials of the Miners”. Consequently the strong sucial tes, eom-
prunded by political allegiance to the Liheur Government, wang
carriedt into the industrial relations field, The relations between
lzhzur and capital were successlully nystificd. In these circunms
sturaeg ot U5 clearly no avcident that the socal roie oi the NI
has beer one of dittusion of informacion and o frnSmission sys
tem of contrel,

To indicate the soeisl role of the union, we only nzed to see thp
direction of their induserial activity, Offering solutions and arti-
tudes on proklems confronting the NCB, Lawrence Daly in hiz
election pamphler said, “Byv adopting more militant pttitudes to
ecure @ chanee i fuel poficy we could suve Brisin from over-
dependence om foreign fuel supplies™ (my emphasis). Yhat T am
arguing is, not that such problems should b tetally ignored, but
that they should he of lower pricrity, and that representation of
the imen comes Trst, The suibors of the pamphlzl commil (he
sarne mistake, and consequently are incapable of oftering any rad-
ical alrernative to the existmg leadership.

Their critigue of the national lesdership is summarized in a recog-
nition of “the incompetence and lack of militancy of 1he National
Execurlve™. 1t rlearly is not correct that the MEC is Incompetent,
within ghe structwre in which they wre working they are clearly
vory competent - il they were ingompetent., the recent strike would
have received official suppost. On the question of militancy, the
ghove guate from L. Daly to some extent svalidates their second
cluim, Howeser, surely the poind is ihat there should be militaney
for the correcl objectives. Militancy for ils own stke & often fu-
tile; milirancy for the wrong nhjectives may be counter-productive,

In consloson, bearing in mind my eriticisms, T would suppoct
their call fur the organisation of jocal committees. The develop-
ment of a radical alterpative to the bureaucratised NUM is of fun-
damental imporlance, particularly at the present time. It is of
gqez| (mpertance that the mzanisarion should develop and discuss
freely the ideas that will motbate its action. 4 Futre For British
Miners? is an initilive whizh should be weleoped. Tt does naot,
however, contain an anulvsis which i+ acceptable as o revolutionary
pltermiive

B, 1. Ball (mermber of the N

Bernadette Devlin

That the litle of Beraadetzz Devlin's book® i3 3 wry comment un
the system which produces such books. seems Lo hive cacaped the
gover desimer. Her nne Blares forth in loud red l=tiess over a
bilur® which tells ua: *“The lighting Drssh giel M_P. tells her pero-
ritd slary - and what Ls really happening inside Ulatar .7

This comradiction between (he atrempr of the commumcations
industry o turr Bernadette, and the struggle in Nocthern [raland,
inbe a enmmodity, and the counteratrenpr to filter through the
media some Tacls about opprossion in the provinge, rung through
thi whole Book,

Lhe inane way in which the press atrempes to wear down a person

whe is in the news, and empry their activity of any real content
so that they conform 1o some @leable “image” 15 wividly exposed.

*Tha Price of My Sowd, Bernadette Deviin, Pan Books, London,
Gy,

1%

as 1¢ their back of penuine intarest in the struggles in the six coun-
ties or i any of the ideas which Rernadette developed through
the fight in the vl rights movement. Foo thes expogufe the book
is valuahle, a5 also for the sidelight shed on life in Ulster by irs
description of a girthood in Cookstown, County Tytone. How-
ever, an the level of informacdion and interpretatica there is more
walupitle material available than this hastily-written book.

But, like it or not, Bernadette Deviin is a phenamenon, and he
inflisence has to be assesed. There are difficutties in the say of
such an assessment; the relentless publicity surrounding ke
makes it only (oo easy either to necept her uncritically. o
equally uncritically 1o refect her on the assumption that she has
heen bowghe over. A much more complex reality amerged from
this book, The fact is that Bernadecte Deviin's political develop-
ment did not begin until just over one year ago, after the RUC
pint on Oetober 5th in Derry, the Queen’s Universily demonstra-
tion, and the subsequent birth of Peopla’s Democracy, Like mnost
uf the P} militants, she moved rapidly 1o the left, fiom an




Bernadetie Devlin arg zhe iz ezcorted away
after trial.

unthinking, hereditary Republicanism. The result s that ber poli-
tical ideas consist of emotonal responses 1o the oppression she
sees ground her, mixed with some undipested chunks of Marzism,
which zhe has taken from Mike Farrell and Eamonn McCann, Tor
whom she expresses sdmiration.

This political inexperience shows clearly m 3 number of state-
ments in the book. Referring to the difficulties encounterad by
P} due to the increasimg miluence of middie-class clemenis with-
im the Civil Rights movement, who were purely interésted in
advancing the interests of the Catholics and notfrom a class view-
point, she says:

“Where the PT} mada its mistake was in noet sesing soon enaotgh
that identification with such policies was too high 4 pries 1o pay
for the wnity of the civil rights movemen!, Just al the poent when

we were hresking chrough as a socialist foree, we tack-pedalled
ion socinlism tu keep the moverment together, and by Josing o
tdenticy within what was regarded as g Cathelic movement; we
ol made more difficalr for curseives the almast insiperabia
problem of enlisting the support of the Frowsant working class.”
This problem must be solved By lesh revolutionarics. bt Iois net
simply @ mutierof nor “back-pedailing™ o secialism. Drangisom i
a gl nut toograck: it will never be cracked without a transitio-
nal programme For the Tosh workerswhich ackles ke rzligois
divizioms, The vacillations betwecn absorption by the Catholic
middlz cluss and revolutionory sociulizar deseribed here (s a clear
sympiom of the lack of such a programme. Theee is 2l confi-
gion in her references 16 communism—"The Carding! [Conwayi
koew perfectly wall the difference berween communists a0 sol-
abists, and the Marxist theory propapated in Mocthern frelued had
been strongly ant-communist.” There sa hint here, not only o
mizunderstanding about Marxism, Stalinsm and Commibiizm, b
absg of some lingering Cathalic anti-eommunisin, The balanos of
evidence in the book, however, sipgests o sinces altemgl o
prapple with the problems of the Irish workerss, ang 1o resist the
pressures of the parliamentary system,

Whatever the verdict of history on Bernadette Dievlin as an indivi-
dual, hisiory does EIVE us pame paicke s 1o what she represents:
essentialiy tho type of populist poditics which treland and Amer
icsi have shared. Lacking clear theory, hased o0 an emotional
appenl ngainst oppression, and carried forward by spontaneous
mcals, they have wsslly been grshed, o0 degenerated fnee |
Anarchism or Liberalism,

James Connolly achieved that kind of popubist appeai. bui cum-
bined it with an incompar=ble theoretical prasp of the dialectics
of the leish revohition. That combination is necded today . but iz
carmot. be achieved by an individuzi, only By a movemen based
o Marxisme-Leninism. In buiifidag thes moveiment and eguipping
if with sn adequare theory Uritish Murkists complav o role Tris
ti be hoped thar Beraadeorte Devlin can also contrbutie

Beah Purdie

REPRESSION
OF IRAN STUDENTS

WORLD CONFEDERATION OF IRANIAN STUDENTS (NAT:
IOMAL TNION) Cerifariy, T Movember [0

The secret police of Imn, “Savak™, commit new murders againgd
the Iranian people every day. During the past vear, the police tor-
ror s been intensfied by fhe mass murder of Kurdish patriots an
the weatern part of [rzn, the armest of several political prowps and
the arrangement of secrel military trials, Savak has nowe exrendad
its campaign of terror beyvond the borders of lan, intimidating
members of Iranian student organisations asownd the world. The
following f5 a list of the ways in which this new factic Iz cm-

ploved:

1, The arrest and questioning of students who return hone from
abread during ihe summer vacation, and thresiening them in
varous. wavs to stop them from engaging in political selivitkes.
2 Oppregsion of the families of students who are sctive in the
Iranlan student movement cutside lran

3, Imprisonment und (zial of some stodents, who have been active
~In-anti-government activitics, upon their arrval in Lran,

4, Collaboration by the police of westem countries with Savak to-
Fppross [ranian stodents who are politically active in the country
in which they reside,

The following wre exantples ol this

a) An order by the Auvstrian police 1o close down the Iranian
Siudents Assoctation m ¥isnna.

b} An order For the deportation of Baliman Miroumsas, a secrelan
of thie Confedaration, whech was reversed

¢) An arder by the Austrian police for the deportution of Esmal
Salept, an active member of the Viennese Students Linion,

d) Decigion of Austrian police te depoert (heee [ranian students
heyause of their participation «n a march against the war in ¥iet-
nam

e] Prosecution of several Iramian stodemts. wh demonatiated
apuimsd the Shah™s vizit to Germany in 1967

fi Prosecution of three [rnidan students who participmed i the
protest agiinst the Shah's visit to the LS, in Cetober 1968,

) Dppression of the members of the Tranian Students Asseeiation
i the LS. by immigraten authoritios

b1 Repewal of student vises for 1hiree months, instead of the usual
ux, in Loy

All these actions tzken by the police and sithenoees i other
countries have been within the framewark of collaboration wirh
the lranion secrel police, Savak. They are simed ;1 the further
oppression of the Iranian people who are fighting sgainst impet ial-
isin and feudalism in Lan. The Contederation of lonian Students
asks all progressive forces to join in the campaign to tight the e
petionary attacks of the Trunian Goverament aguins! s mosement.
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TROTSKYIST
INDUSTRIAL
CONFERENCE

At the end of October u mecting wad held in Turin of European
Fourth International activists engaped in the workers' siriggles
now developing in mest of the countries in Western Europe

Dielegations from the following countries attznded the mesting:
France, Italy, Germany, Switzerland, Denmark and Belgium. The
lalian delegation was composed of militants from a dozen cilies.
Muny workers were present, either as members of the delagations
or a5 invited guests.

The first part of the conference -which listed two days—was de-
voted tosix reports on the political sitmtion and fendenciosin the
workere' strupgle in the various countrics at the present siage. The
general picture presented was ong of profound political and social
erisis nearly svervwhere on the continent.

In parficular, the reporter on France, a member of the Political
Bureau of the Ligue Communiste [French seetion of the Fourth
International] , was strongly of the opinion that in his country
tension has not decreased and that the combativity of the wiar king

class has in no way diminshed,

The reeent strugples in France have clearly demonstrated this.
Although kept under contrel by the unions, they are the result af
considesable pressure fram below, and have often begun hehind
the backs of the union buwreaucrats,

As Tor Ttaly, there oxlsis a v ritable prevevolutionary stuateon, 48
the reporter. Moscato, @ member of the Political Bursmw of the 0t-
alian section, brought out.

A svmptomatic fact i3 thatl even in s cowminy like Drenmarks, wild:
cat strikes have developed, according to the Danish reporier

The German repuoster, for his part, swressed the senificance: of the
wildcat strikes in certain regions in recent months and the problem
af the relations between the worker and student muvements.

The repotier on Belgium spoke of the quicscence of the Belgian
working cluss for several years, But at the same time he streasad
gome symploms of a revival.

While noting that his country has still not emerged from a half
centigy of social stability {the Lest strike was in 1918), the Swiss
reporter amalysed the eeomamic contradigtions in Switzerlend in
the present stape,

The second part of the conference wag marked by reports on par-
ticular experiences, A member of the Central Commiltes of the
Ligie Communiste spoke sbout the situation in the Renault

planis, especially in Cleon and Le Mans, and deseribed his onpini-”
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mation's work there. Another French delegate reported on the ex-
petiense ol Rhodiceta.

A member of the Turln Trotskyist group. 2 young workerin the
FIAT plant, gave a graphic sketch of the struggles in the hig auto-
mobile fagtory during recent manths. He explained the orientation
adopted in the activities of the revolutionary Marxists who sup-
port the grouping feizdafive Cpeai [Workers” Initiative ], Crther
Htalian enmsades reported on the situation at Pirelli in Milan and
in other indwstrial centres o the peminsula,

For Belgium there was ong report on the orientation of the Wal-
loon part of the country 2nd another on the fist experiences of
this type in the activity of the revedulionary studenis in Flanders,

The third part of the conference consisted of an exemination of
the areniations followed by the variows European soctions, sspec-
ially in France and Ttaly. In France the airess ol (his wage = on
working through the Trotskyist engnisation’s factory nucle and
an the construction of Rowee | Lipue Communiste’s weekly paper]
fractions in the umions, cascncilly 2t the plant level.

In ltaly, while staying in the unions and fighting the ulira-lefl
conceptions equating the wiions and the bosses, the Trotekyisis
operate independently of the umons and parliGpate in the so-
called movement of rank-mnd file committess, which have recently
hegun to establish their first link-ups on 2 national scale (these
were extablishad by workers in several important plants in certain
impertant working-class centres, including Turin, Milan, Rome,
Venlee. Bari-Taranto, #ic,),

Worker members of the Fourth International are members ol the
oordinating committes. On this basis, there is collaboraton be-
tveeen the Trorskyisl current and some currents in fozere i petadn
IWorkers” Fowsr] . Although these currenls cai in general be char-
acterised as spontanedst, they wnderstand the necessity of a serious
orgatisation of the rank-and-tile comumittees.

The conclusion that the delepnles drew from this discussion was
thut existing tactical differences do not involve divergencesin gen-
eral conceptiong but derive fundamentally froen different objective
situntions and different relationships of forces al the organis-
tional tevel.

The confereace concluded with o summary by Comrade Livio
Maitan, o member of the United Secretariat of the Fourth Tntet-
patienal, which will be published shartly in an ubrideed form. This
speech ended with an appeal fer stepping up the campoign of
solidarity and aid for the Bolivian 1rotskyists, both for thoss jm-
prisemed and those who are gontinuing thenr struggle in very diffi-
cult conditions.



