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Letters

The recent disclosures of Amencan Sirugities by 1he Flees Sirem
press should not be o surprise to any of us: The press has congen
trated s attenticn on one pariicular sirocity at My, Lai—""Pink-
Wille™ - Tor pwa reasops: firstly . by soliting one of Twis strociies
e press has rowed {werk the exceprion of the Saedary Tinwes, 23
movember) (0 make bekeve that it was enly the axccses of 4
homdful of soldiers. methor than berng tlee ool metlid of sap.
press:on, thatl aecurs The second reason why the press has co-
centrated on this masssere is one of pure seasatsonalism

I fuer the ol duplicity of the eapiulist press can be shown
Glearly when e fooks back o 1907, when in Stockholm te
War Crimies Trabunal, initjated by Bertrand Busscll, presented 1o
the wirld 4 mass of evidence of daily strocites far greater un
giwthing thar happened 51 My Lii, At 1he Stockhiolm and Copen-
hageds seasions of ihe War Crimes Tribunal, witnesses, including
doctons tromn all overthe warkd, sepurted on the teqnliy of mapatm
bombing., “lazy dog™ shels which exploded il thouzands of
Ly razors om The Sivilinn populidion of Norhesi Vietnam: pic:
fures of babies burned 1o charcoal b yapaim, pregramt mothers

witly “lazy dog™ rasuss or guavs T pollels Bevratnp ther bodies:
elan undeniahie evidonee of systemare bombing of selwols, el
whes, pagodas. sanitoris and oven legrosy cufunies, And from e

south ceme evidemes of thy use OF Toxic chemicals and Techicidds
el fice planiatiors: the use of gas o3 weapon of war, und the sys
emmatic razing of villages and confimement of sheir ponulation 1o
Tpacification camipsT. g crude suphemism o7 conceniration
T

Burisg: the holdiie of 1k iribupuls. the inteiationad capitalia
proseditin 't even nuke s mach 15 2 squeak of grotess agarinst the
atreionsrevelatlone. Instesd papers ke T Tinns mescly repar-
ted glar theojury wis “hissged ™ or e aitacked the Dsemlje™
Bertrund Russell. And now the fuer that the touels begins 1o worm
its way-inti the open can be seen by all oF us Who supported and
worked in the Wor Crimes: Toboml, mcluding the Vietnamese
pengle, as o historic vindication of its work.

L. Clough

PS5, A report in the Criuerdin, 28 November, that the LS, govem-
ment s considering holding atsown TR onmessennmission’,
presents wir exirzordisanily wonic siwedion: cumparabiz. one may
sy T an passssin eking his hored s fooeoint and charging
b sk prerder! The read crmtinals dre val the LS. Army e
geznrsof, Povate Meding, who will be on trigl, bui Kenanedy, Jobne
ol and Miond and  their accomplices are Wilsen, Brown and
Stewart.

THE GOVERNMENT AND ATARTHETID

The Springboks' rughy tour has provided the
left and the liberals wilh an apparently real
target upon which to vent their anger againzt
the racism of aparibeid in South Africa. And
while all of us will support and applaud every
demonstration against the Springhoks it is
worthwhile takinga laok at Lhe Labour Govern-
ment's role, Wilson and his supporters, incl-
uding THE GUARDIAN have been by no meana dis-
pleased by the receptions that these repres-
entatives of apartheid bhave received,

In the Government's case thisz is not because
aof its solidarity with the vigtims of apart-
heid, but because by having his miniztera make
whispered eriticisms of Somth Afrieca, Wilson
gan  try to cover up his role of complieity
with the Vorzter regime,

Z0 deep 1is thig complicity that the Britizh
representalive voted along with the US4,
Portugal and Seuth Afriea to eppose & resol-
ution in the United Mation2 calling for sanc-
tione againat the Vorster regime, Whilst we
can  have ne confidence in the TN to do  any-
thing pesitive, this symbolic act speaks far
Louder than Howell's condemnation of race in
sport,

Upponent= of apartheid should use the great
interest in the demonstrations to explain
that the {fight againat apartheid is a class
question and Lhat the main enemy in this
country iz big buziness. backed by the Wilson
boverament, which pours millions of pounds
into South Africa each year to reap the hene=
fites of low labour costa., We should alzo ex-
plain why we mmst support armed actiom by the
African people against Vorater and co,
Manchester readsr
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viandel-Johnstone debate o.xenda

Comeade Mandel’s final meeting of his British tour ai the Con-
way Hall in London artracted the encouraging figure of 400 peo-
ple. He was debating Monty Johnsione of the CF and his meeting
there followed hard on the heels of an afternoon meeting at the
LSE, which had ended ina heated dialogues between Erpest Mandzl
and three proponents of the State Capitalist theory, Maghaiti,
Marks and Harman, Ernest Mandel spoke first at the gvening rmee-
ting. He began by telling the mesting what Trotskyism was not,
It was not a defeated lendency, nor was il an agent of counter-
revelution, The CF would not hove been bothering to debate him
had either of these been the real situation, Monty Johnstone was
there that night becuuse of the growing strength of Trotakyist
ideas and the Trotskyist movement among the vanguard of stu-
dents and young workers, Mande] began by talking of the under-
developed countries and the ressons why Trotskyism could nol
but giin cadres there. I was because Trotskyvism stood tor the
theory of the Pormanent Revolution and not for the Menshewist,
twostages theory advanced by the Stalinise CPs. Tt was thess Men-
shevist theories that had been responsible for the deaths of many
commurists in Indonesia and for smaller disasters in Brazdl and
lrag. Mandel drew his examples for the validity of the Permanant
Revolution hypothess from present day politics, but this kind of
dizeussion always leaves CP supporters in a somewhat difficult
position. Mandel had wizely said that he did not intend o go inio
a blow-by-hiow account of Trotsky's history—it was the living
embodiment of Trotskyist ideas among the new rising youth van-
guard that was the interesting thing to be explained. Tt will
alwuys be in the interests of a3 CF supporter, however, to treat
Trowmkyiam aa bazkcally a moral judgement of Trotaky himszlf,
and therefore {0 delve very precisely into the history of Trowsky's
relations with Lenin znd Staling Tio argoe on the kasis of present-
day politics leaves the CP in the invidious position of hoving to
admit that Trotskyism is 2 movement, the ideas of the man arc
more important than the man. To argee in present-duy politics
would be to have to admit that there are other lincs apart from
the orthodox CP line and to infroduce the awful posshility that i
rmight be that in these other theorics was contained the living
spirit of Marxism in our-age. It iz only this latter approach, how-
ever, that would make a really political debate pomible. Alihowgh
Johnstone was prepared to debate on France 1968, he svolded the
question of the thess of permanent revolution in our age and
chage fo return (o the Busian revolution. He said that Trotsky
had adimitizd that on ol essential points’ Lenin had been right,
end presented a picture of 8 Lenin deflected almost agsingt his
will from the path of peaceful revolution. As John Palmer of the
International Socialist proup so rightly said, this distortion wasa
manifestation of the degeneration of the CP as a revolutionary
party. How could this be said of a Lenin who realised Mult well the
precarious and temporary nature of the situstion of dual power
prevailing in Russia berwesn Apsil aod October 1917 and knew
that the state was nothing ofker than o group of armed men?
Mumde| drew the distinction betwcen the stage of 8 revolution,
the class dictatorship and the tasks to he fulfilled by chad dicatar-
ship. Lenin had implicitly accepted Trotaky's ideas on the Perma-
nent Bevolution o his Apeil Theses, February 191 7 did indeed
usher in the era of the dictatership of the bourgenisie in Russia,
but it was the precarious nefure of that dictarorship and fs
inability to fulfil the democratic tasks of frecing the peasantry
that made the October revolution necessary and mdeed possible.

In the ndustrislised countries Mandel sid Trotskyists stood not
for putschewm or sdventurinm, buat did believe in the existence of

ohjective conditions regularly and without the volition of any
growps hringing about pre-revolutionary situations. It was in these
gituations that the vanguard and the class could intervene fo
bring about a revolution. Lenin had defined these situations ox-
tremely carefully. The level of working class activity must be con-
siderably ingressed, the ruling class must be unable to cmy on as
before without changes and the sufferings of the working elass
st b more acute than usual, Mandel wid that France in May
1968 fell withou! dowhe into this definition of o presevolutionary
situation, and along with speakeis from the floor condemned the
fuilure of the CF to play a real revoluliopary eole then as it hed
failed before in 1936 and 1945 Johnstone argued opainst there
being o pre-revolutionary situation in Frunce in 1968. As proof he
quoted the elections in which de Gaulle had been retumed to
power. The CF vote had decressed and had not gone to (he PSLL
whose vote in the working-class neiphbourhoods had also de-
creased, Johnatone compared this wse of eleciion stanstics 1o ihe
wse made by Lenin of the October clections to the Conglituent
Azzembly. It was a guids to the political maturiny of the woeking:
class, Mandel in hiz summing up suid 1)at he had not said that May
would necessarily have led to a suecosful revolution in France, an
immediate victory. The importand question of course was what
use the CF made of the stuation st all, to what use the TF was
putting the statistics, whether they represented a ganuine gnde ot
a rationalisntion Tor doing in fact very little of a revolutionary na-
ture, The deformations of the Parlismentary orientation af the CP
bocame apparent when Monty Johnstone spoke of the revolution
hoving 1o weait until it wasacceptuble to the majoniiy of the popu-
lation withoul reference 1o which sector, withoot o mention nf
the rmajority of the toilers. His perspective for Britain was not one
of how 1o build the vanpuard party, but the praduatist one of
sacuring parliamentory victory, smd then, bur only then, being
preparead to defend thar victory against minority encroachiment by
Fexrisa.

Mundel said that Trotskyism stood for the prepuration of revolu-
tionary demands and attempling fo fuss these demands witl the
day-to-day struggles of the working-class even when the situation
wis not revolutionary. This was absolulely necessary, for othes-
wise these demands would sppear alien and smposed Trom the
outside in the pre-revolutionary situation, The workers would aor
automatically know what to do if careful prepsration had not
been made, This was yet another area where the CPF had Eailed,
Monty Johnstone quoted the programime of the French CF in Tis
repdy, claiming that it contained such demands a5 workers” con-
trof. Once again of course this was just a programme containing
i kist of ideals and it was the vital missing link of the actualising of
the jdealz by implanting in the dov-io-day sirugple by g serjes of
partinl struggles, this was the perspective thut was missing from
Monty Johnstone's speech,

Finally Mandel spoke of socialist democracy. The action of the
Russians in invading Crechoslovakiz had been o orime because it
had re-identified socialism with censorship apuinac the working
class in the minds of workers throughour the capitalist world, The
achievement of workers” democracy in the workers' stages was
ont af the main historical tasks still to be achieved in those states.
The absence of this democracy was ane of the higgest stumbling
blocks to the easy acceptunce of Sociulism and Marxism by the
weslern prodetariat.

Monty Johnsione never really did come o grips with what Tiot-
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Arab guerrilla in Jordan

Asa result of this, the situsticn 10 Lebanon has been transformed.
Az ini the Hashemitz kingdom of Jordan, the Palestinian con-
mandos are almest completely outside the contre] of the officisl
imstitutions such 25 the ermy; and are building a paralle]l military
and administrstive nelwork. As in Jordan previously, the growth
of the resistance in Lebgnon hos stirred up a mohiliation of the
massce and a peneral potiticisation of the youny und militant peo-
ple among the Palestinian refugees. The fusing of the Falestinian
refugees and the Lebaness population, as previously with the Jor-
danian population, has startesl a process of the involvement of
mare and mote of the Arob masses in suppoert for the Tesstance.

Because support for the Palestine resistance movement came ogig-
nally from the people and diew i strength and determination
from the exploited mosses, it sssumed a clase character and
ohjectively opened a period of clam strugele ajins! the Arab
regimes, such as that of Lebonon, which have unmasked them-
selves openly a: coonteraevolutionary by {rymg to stab the Pales-
tinian resistance movement i the eck.

The Lebenese crisis highlights the 1apid spread of the Palestinian
revolutionsry enthusinsm mmang the Arab seates which border
Iseael znd which are thus mast dircetly affected by the resistance.
It confirms the highly résolutionary role played in the Arab
world by the dynermics of the Palastinian revolution. The organi-
stions of resistance constitute cofleclively the present motor of
the srah revolition, even if this is umconsciows on he part of
SOIME COMPOTen s, sinee cerbuin ressiancs movements dix . paase
the development and outeome of the resistanca in tevms of socia-
list and international revolution, The Pulestinian insurrectionary
spirit is spreading, today in Lebanon, soon elsewhers in the Arab
world; it threatens the bourgeods cluss and its parasice clement,
the “compeadors™, and worries American imperialism, for which
Lebanon occupies a decisive strutegc and economic position in
the Middie East.

HOW THE, INTERNATIONAL ALLIANCE AGAINST THE
PALESTINIAN RESISTANCE MOVEMENT 15 DRGANISED

Comradiciory imlernational forces ase comverging 1o break the
Palestinizn resistunce movemsnt,

The Soviel Union iptarsanas in the Arab world through the siates
over which il cxercises soms comtrol —prinsipally Egypi—and jnlds
buack all expansion of the sesisiance movement. This, policy is
dlustrated by dhe Soviel Union's progosal of a Ipnun::e plan, sup-
ported by Epypi. Mamer's hypocritica] policy of acling on hoth
sides-namely support for the resistance and che search for p

has just been demorairated onge again, The Lebanasa cvefits @

the highest sizge in the revolutionary process; Nossers piope:
for negoiiations which put the Palestinian resistanes movement
and ‘the Lebanese army on the sime footing show how meuch this
same Masser;, who contributed to the sebirth of the Palestingn
[esistonge movement, i bankrupt. Mediating between the feda-
yeen and the Arab bourgeadsie, Masser strives to stop the revolu-
tionary process. He clearly represents o hallway slage between
revojutiomry dynamism and pro-imperialist conservatism. He can
continue  playing this pirme only with the help of the Soviet
bureaucracy, without which he would be nobody today,

On the other hand, in keeping with their babireal counter-revolu-
tionary role, the impedalist forces wanted (o make themzelves Teit
bw forcing the Lebanese arny toact. This policy was publicty en-
doreed by un American representolive, Siseo, when he declared his
spport for the Lebanese povernment. The American Sixth Fleet
in the Mediterranean is ready 1o intervene, as it was in | 958, to
put the ruling classes back on their feet if necessary. But the state
of lsrael which is within the American sphere of influencs s the
only element which refuses to gSgn the peace. As o reselt, the
East and West, whoge talks wers supposed to troeze the situation
in the Middle East, now fmd themeelves obiigsd 10 conifrol and
liokd Dback the activity of the belliperenis. The Sovier Unicn and
Egvpt are incapable of blocking the resistance movement, The
Armiericams and the English are at preseot incspabl of making
Esroel aecepl the peace, The Brivish Minister for Forcign Affairs
hos stated that Liroel must hand over the oceupied ferrifories, The
peace plan s taking form arcund a psewdo-solution which would
godeisl of aking into account the ammustion following June 1967
only and nol snce 1948, The aim of this approach would bem
remove the peperal problem by concenirating on some of ils par
ticular aspacts. The objective would be to force [srzel to give up
the  peeupied territonies m exchange for the recopnition of the
state of lsrael by the Arab slates, Thus the Zionist siie wouid
achieve' what it has been striving for for 20 vears and what the
Arabstates have refused.

Todav, the situalion i reversed: Israel does nod want to sign the
peace and the Arsb states are waiting togetker with the “Big
Four”, Making peace would b dangercus for the Ziomsts today.
They cunnod keep up their massve collecting of funds in the im-
perialist homelands exoept by shouting abowt the dangers of Mwar™”
and “penocide™ that threaten the Jewssh people, The Zioniet les-
ders create this situsiion deliberately. This atiemipt 20 peace on the
part of the Arab staresand the “Big Four™ js & dange rows uider-
taking and everything indicates that on the basis of the present
stmation, peace i impossible wnless there is 0 magsive reprassion
of the Pulestiniun resistance movement or a capitulation by jts
leaderships. The cxpangionist and militacist internad lope of the
stata of lsrael is a stumbling block 1o this policy and objectively
benefits the Palestinian resistance movement, who have under-
stood how toouse i

But with the evente in Lebanon, the resissance has reached a fur-
ther step in the struggle. The Palestimian Liberation srogple has
awmumed 2 new dimension—internationzlly and socially ~since the
Lebanese crisds, In this sense, the hbecation strigple turmed infoa
conflict with the prodmpedelist Lebunese zuvernment which
assumcsd the rgocial form of a class srugele For which the s
tance was not vel prepared, The Lebaveze crisis represents a mve-
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skyigm was. His statements never had the power of toalisation.
The new Youth Vanpuard he prepared to fmore, He could nit
answer such statements 53 why it was that such a large CP as the
Malian party had & negligible and declining youth section. The dis-
cussion on Permanent Revolution evoked some good contributions
from the floar, notably from IMG comrades. Johnstone's neplies
were very poor. On the developed countries the debate was bet-
ier, in that Johnstone did defend the line on France and did it by
reference 1o the actual situation, which gave the ground for a real
political argument. When he began to talk of the sccusation of
missed oppertunities in the past, especially with regard to Spain,
he hecame much less coherent, Contrsbutions from the floor were

.made by various of the groups, with the notable exception of

those redoubiabie smashers of Stalinism, the SLL. One of the
drawbacks of thi type of meoting of course was that the structure
of a debate, while allowing for these contributions, at the same
time restricted the discussion of the main speakers, who need 1o
come back om cagh other's points more than the ene-time reply
which the debate struciure allows, for a really Fruitful dislogue to

develop.

(A full transcript of Mandel's speech can be found in the first edi-
tion of the Marxist Yourh Jourral and u shortened precis-report
aof the debate in Mlack Dwarf no. 25}

New Sta ge in the STATEMENT BY THE UNITED SECHETARIAT OF THE

Palestinian Struggle

Mediinrranaam

*'k\
i

The outhreak of armed conflict berween the Palestinian forces and
the Lebanese army is purt of a systematic policy on the part of
the reactionary Arab states of liquidating the danger thal the
Palestinian resistance movement fepresents for them. The eon
flict tepresents a new and more acule stage in the cepeated
attempis of the prodmperialist Lebanese povernment Iy degrrey
the militant vanguard of the Armb revolution, the Paleshnan
resistance movement,

[BRAEL

PREVIOUS ATTEMPTS TO LIQUIDATE THE PALESTINIAN
RESISTANCE MOVEMENT

0OF the Arab states bordering on the Zionist state— Epwpt, Symia,
Jordan, Lebanon—it is in the latier two, which have newer sup-
parted the struggle against Israel, that & powerful Falestinian
redstance mevement has gradually emerged. This political foree,
wellarmed and strongly-metivated, cludes the contrel of these
regimes and comfronts them with mer pasing and permanent risks
af Fionist retaliation, This eventuality is what these two govern-

POURTH INTERNATIONAL [5/11/69)

ments fear above all. The Jordanian ermy has never protectzd no
sided (he resstance fghtess when they have besn the target of
bombing or harassment by the lsraclis, Whe Beoirul Airport was
attacked by srseli specinl commandes in December 1968, the
Lebanese army, though somewhal surprised, continued to sit with
its arms folded.

Each of the governments of these (wo countries his undertaken o
pelicy of undermining the Palestinian resistance movemenl. Since
Movaimber 1967, when the Palestitian rosistance first began to
develop a muss base, Jordan has erisd to smash this resisance. of
ut feast tried to keep it within the limits of the Palestinian Libers-
tior Organisstion, us it was defined and established ut the time of
Anmed Choukefry, But on (wo occasione in Movember 1967 and
[ecerpber 1568, the mass mobiisatinng of the people of Jordan,
an cssential support for the rtesistance, Blocked the counter-
revelutionary mimnewmres of King Hussein of Tuedan who retres-
ted in face of the mebilisation of the people.

The implantation of the Palestinian resstance movement in Leha-
non grew really substantial at the bBeginning of this year, The
attock on Beirut airport was an attempt on the part of the Taraelic
to intimidate and pressurise the Lebunese government into laking
action against the tesistance which, bused in South Lebanon, was
conducting operations against the lsraeli border arcas. The atiack
achieved its ohjective, but the consequences of the Lebanese les-
ders” manecuvres are going to be very prave for all Pulestiniar
ofganisations and are going to reveal the real positions of the Arb
RI3ECE,

The Lebanese ewents are tremendously importan! because they
have laid hare the politzal nature of the state Forces directly in-
volved In'the Tsraeli-Arab conflict.

THE DYNAMICS OF THE PALESTINIAN RESISTARCE MOVE-
MENT

The wave of insartection spread from the refupees’ camps, despite
their systematic solation from the neighbouring population by the
authotitics. The refugees respended with an energetic offensive
against the artempts 1o surround and controd them meile by the
Lebanese army, which doubtless hoped to disciplne the fedayeen
or even simply 1o liguidate them.
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lutionary awskening of the masses in Lebanon in an international
Tramework which reveals the true nature of the Arab revolution.

The Cairo sgreement between Arafat and Bustani, the commander
of the Lebandéie army, 1% a compromise between the resistance and
the Lebaness government, the consequence of which remains still
limited in time, given the nature of the Lebanese government and
armv, Soomer of later, the counter-revolutionary manouvres of
these supporters of imperiatism will be resumed-and it will doubt-
leia be sooner. From attempts ar corruption to srmed threats,
American imperalism is now goirg 1o incréase its pressure. In the
next pericd we are going to witness the preparation for new cone
flicts berwesn the revolulionary forges of the resistance and the
Arab and imperialist coumler-revolution.

Thus the Palestinian resistance movement assumes & (remendous
reaponsibility in the development of the Arab revolution of which
it is the vanpuasd. Nothing hos really been settled in Cairo; the so-

called progresive Arab states, Masser in particular, have done no
mofe than procrastinate anc have given themselves a bil more rope

by playing the reconciliation game.

H-:wiulimr;ﬂhhm';ls must give firmer political support than
estinian resistance movement, and help for new

ever to the
developments for the Arab revolution,

DOWN WITH ARAE REACTION AND IMFERIALIST
INTRIGUES!

LONG LIVE THE SOCIALIST ARABR REVOLUTION!

discussion on Libya

(Bditorial comment: Tessa van Gelderen's let-
ter raises some walid eriticisma, However
rit mmst be said that we did an injustice to
our correspondent Ali El-Fezzani by publish-
ing only one of several reparts he has sent
us, In this way we gave a one-sided versziom
of his wiews. We have tried to remedy thia
by publishing & further article by him,

(Some guide lines are necessary in working
out an attitude to soch phenomena., Firstly,
without gquestion we have to give full and un-
conditional support to the Libyan government's
antli=imperialiat measures, All socialista
ghould support the Libyan government againat
imperialism and, in particular, it is impert-
ant for British socialists to wel come them -
befora
puppet of Hritish imperialiem,

{ Secondly, we
class analysis of the event,
gquestion for helping us to decide our long-

term attitude and the advice we give to Libyan

gocialista, At this stage we can define the

Libyan revoelution as a petit-bourgecis-led

bourgeocis demoeratic revelution,

{The theory of the permanent revolution tea-
that such a revolotion cannot solwve -
the fundameaial problems of the Libyan people.

The Libyan revolution ean go little further

than the Nasser regime in Egypt until if foses’ ' .
soeialist revolutiom. . '
" yoexalist onee:{ The author himself talks of Libya being “in the van-
. pard vigf.’@hi_ Arab Nationalist revolution™). But this being so, Ali

ches ua

intoc a general Arab

Such @ revolutiem will have as its aim the: -
creation of am Arab Socialist Feéderationm,-:

]

the coup Libya was little more than a

have responsibility to make a
Thiz iz the key

with full rights for minorities, which womld
be in allianee with the world's revolutionary
forces., As our correspondent indicates, a
revolutionary marxzist leadership has to be
built in Libya and all Arab countries to make
such a programme a possibility.)

Tessa Van Gelderen

There certainly appear to have been g number of prins made in
Libya since the Revolution at the beginning of September and,
while we musi defend these giins, it seems to me that there are
many contradictions within the leadership.

Maturally, this is only to be expected: the “"Revolution™ was not
led by a revolutionary mass party but was in fact a military coup;
bt the areicle in the November issue of fnsernational did not go
fur enough in criticising the failings of the Government. Col,
Qathafi statea that all Libyang “should participate in production;
everyone has to take part in producing what he consumes”, But
he makes no mention of workers® contral, [.e. everyone conirol
fing what he produces—indsed he seems 1o be advocating parsict-

. Partion, - And vet whil does Col. Qathali mean by "non-exploiting

capitulism,”! Ali El-Fezzni does not point our that by its very

- nature capitalism camnot fail to be exploiting, A lack of under-

stariding on- the part of the Libysn leadership should not resolt
in 8 glossing bver on the part of the author of the article,

Again, Cﬂ,ﬂa’dmﬁ refers to “the armed forces not being placed
. above the people™ but what peowision las he made for arming the
people themselves~the only way, surely, of preventing this from

ppening. .

'ﬂFj.'t_H!fEIH-E.'HiF 'ie.uni:_ln for these gaping holes in the programme of
it “Revolutidnary Council 13 that the Revolution was not a
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Bl-Fezzani has failed to put the real and only alternative. In fact
he even talks of “the one weakness™ (my emphasis) “in the pro-
gramme of the September regime’ which is that it has no inten-
tian to mationalise the oi<fields in the foreseeable Puture. The
Libyan economy depends on il and so the nationalisation of the
oil-Fields is utterly necessary if the gains that have oecurred are to
be secured.

But, surely, this & not the “one weakness™. Surely the main weak-
rogs of the revolution i3 that i1 has no perspective for bringing
about socialism (despite the words of the Colonel since it is deeds
we are concerned with). There is no perspective for the building
of the revoluticnary party or for the setting up of workers' soviets
and councils. And the simple reason for this is that the interests of
the Revolutionary Council lie with those of the other Arab Natio-
nalist Governments and nol with the workers and peasmnts of
Libya.

But in the present situstion in the Middle East it is imperative
that the Libyan people see the noed to extend the revolution oa
socialist revolution. It is not enough (o say that the “Libyan peo-
ple must first be gonsolidated™. Only when the people see that
their interests (and not those of thelr self-imposed leaders) are the
garne a5 the workers” and peasants”’ of other countrses, in particular
those of the Middle East, will the Libyvan Eevolution be starting
aloag the right path.

And until that time we must constantly criticise the Libyan lea-
dership which & something, unfortunately to say the feast, that
Ali El-Fezzani almost completely fails to do. Instead he seems to
be apreeing that the unity of the Libyan people can be brought
ahout fmrerngily, whereas, in reality, prolefariosn Irfermationaism
is the cnly way farward for the Libyan people.

Ali EI-Fezzani

The leaders of the Libvan Eevolution of | September are continu-
ally disavowing Marxism and the class strupgle. But the laws of
uneven and combined development, discovered by Marxists, ope-
rafe irrespactive of the ambitions and desires of politicians, In the
process of consolidating the revolution, of carrying oul its desired
ohjectives, socialism, freedom and unity, the revolutionary leader-
ship finds itsel forced mte open conflict with mperializm and
with the local cutposts of capitalism.

The resuli is that Libva, once ihe most-hackward of Amb states,
now, only two months after the revolutionary ssizure of power,
fimids itzeli in the vanguard of the Arab revolution,

Meazures adopted by the revolutionary regime are far more radi-
cal ond advanced than thai of any other Arab countey. Tt i3 1o
Libya today that the Palestine freedom fighters tum, confident of
1H¥E support; it is the Libyan Arab Repoblic which is the driving
foree for & united Arab militery command to pursue the war of
liberation till every inch of Arab territory is reatored to the Arab
people. The Libyan revolution has spurred President Nasser to in-
tenaify the commeando attacks acrogg the Swez Canal. 1t iz the revo-
lutionary urgings of the new Libyan regime to which Nager now
paye attention instead of being held back by the consersative cau-
Hon-of King Saud of Sawd] Arabda.

The record of the revolutionary regime is indeed imprassive. One
of its first acts, after seizing power, was to issue g decree doubling
the minimum wage for the jowest paid workers from 50 plastres a
day 1o 100 piastres ( 100 piastres = £1.3.0. sterling).

In the first days of the revolution, feeling its way cautiously, the
new regime gave the impression that the American and British
military bases would be left alone, at least till the end of the cur-
reni agréements. Now, sure of the support of the Libyen paople,
and consclous that a foreign military presence is inconsistent with
national freedom and provides a base for the counter-revolotion,
they have given Britsin and America notice to quit a3 quickly as
posgible. “If they don't go pescefully.” eaid Colonel Qathefi,
Chairman of the Revolutionary Command Council, “every Libvan
will fight and give his life to drive them from our sodl®'. Britain,
the junior partner in world imperialism, hag already accepted and
preparations are under way to cvacoute the British garrisons in
Cyrenaiea, Megotlations with America, the senior pariner, have
begun. Meanwhile, Libyan troops and costoms officers hawe
moved into the bases and check all incoming and outgoing traflie,
Mowhere elae i the world have the Americans permitied this sort
af Indigaty.

O the home froot the sovernment has moved agaiost the landlords
and profiteers. Rigorows price control has beenenforced since the
first days of the revolution. Mow the government has issued o dec-
ree drastically cuiting rents from 105 to 309, bringing anend to
the speculation in real estate which brought fortunes to-a few and
sent the gost of living soaring for the many. This week the govern-
ment took over a 51% holding in sil-forsign owned banks, thuos
gaining control of a key segment of the national economy. The
British-owned Barclays Bank # now the Bank of the Revojution,
the [talian Bank of Maples has become Independence Bunk. lnsu-
rance, almost entirely foreign-owned, is next in line for Libvanisa-
tiom.

Megotiapons are under way for 2 higher percentage of the huge oil
profits Lo remain in Libva instead of being drained sway overseas,

Matemalisticn of the oll-felds is not an nmediate ohjective.
Thiz, undoubtedly, leaves a sitong resdue of power io the hands
of imperiabism, but Libya, with its wmall and beckward popula-
tica, is nod equipped 1o cope with the tachnical aspects of the oil
indusiry. Mationalisation could only be conlemplated within the
framework of & wnited, socialist Arah Federation, and this s 2
transitional slogan which Libyan socislists must inscribe on their
banners. The marketing of the oil i3 alss a key problem, not anly
for Libya, but for all the vil-producing coundries in the Third
Waorld, All the outlets for oil—tankers, refinerics, retall distribu-
tion, eic.—are firmly in ihe bands of the ganl ol corpomations.
Ooly & united stand of the oil-producing countries in the Middle
East, Africa and South America could fight this monopoly.

Libya's revolutionary leaders talk of an “Arab Sociatism™ hasad
on the primitive collectivism of eertain sections of the Kaoran.
Thev see socialism in a narrow, nationalist contesct. But the tasks
of the revolution immediately pose ismues which transcend the
national frontlers. Unless the Libyan revolution makes the trans-
iion Trom nationabsm to intermationslism, even i3 natlona) pro-
gramme cannot be carried through to full fristion,

This is o perspective which can only be realised through the buil-
ding of a vanguard party based on the principles of ecientific soci-
alism and conaciouws of itz historic role. At the moment Libya has
no such party, but the problems of the revolution will rapidly
establish its need, and the need for 2 transitional programme
which will lead the Libyan people and the whole of the Middle
East into the decisive battle with imperialism.

Tripoli, Libyan Arah Republic
20.11.69



Communist Party Crisis—Not the en

The 3lst Congress of the Commmnist Party of
Great (sie) Britain met after considerable
press speculation about the posaibility of a
gplit in its ranks over Czechozlovakia, Beth
the leadership faction and the pro=Huzsian
minority had sought te get the maxim= number
of delegates gupporting their respeative
lines, The pre-congress discussion in COMMENT
and the MORNING STAR had been dominated by
this guestion. Thus this appeared to he the
central issme befora the Congress.

In many ways this particular situation suited
the party leadership: it enabled it to avoid
the major issue which really faced the Congress
- why is it that a time when social-demoeracy
has been exposed to millions of workers, when
in nearly every Iindustry workers are goimg
into action, and when thousands of young peo-
ple have bheen radicalised, that the Comsmani st
Party, ite youth organisation and press are
all in decline, Since the last Congress two
years ago the party has lest 6f of its members,
the YOL 734% of its, and the eirculation of
the MOBNING STAR has declined by over 5,000,
Moreover, practically every left group in the
country - with the probable exception of the
811, - has experienced considerable growth,

The pro-Russian minority -tried to explain
this in terms of the party's lack of "inter-
nationalism®, i,e,, refusal to gupport the
invasion of Czechoslovakia and fully align
the party with Moscow, The bankruptey ef the
Gollan leadership is clearly demonstrated by
the fact that this patently absurd "explan-
ation" got such wide suppart,

The strategy of the Gollan leadership seems
to be to concentrate on "building unity of
the left”, i.e., consolidating its links with
the "left" trade union bureaucrats, TRIBUNE,
and "left" MPa, ete, To achieve this they
need to demonstrate that they are “independ-
snt" of Moscow, However they cannot go teo
far along this path becanse to do so0 wonld
call inte gquestion their entire histery. In
addition, the CPGB obtaine considerable mat-
erial benefit from its conpection with the
workers states (an analysis of the advertis-
ing revenue of the MOHNING STAR would reveal
this very comcretely), Thus the King Street
clique are walking & tight-rope - to lean too
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far either way would be dizastrous for them.

From & long-term point of view, there is &n
even greater danger to the Gellan leandership
from this policy. In many ways they have the
worst of both worlds: they do not have the
benefit of the elear-cut .relationship with
Moscow that Sid French wants (which has some
compensations from a bureancratic point of
view) nor can they escape political respons=
ibility for the Russian leadership's crimes.
On the contrary, the next incident like the
invagion of Czechoslovakia will hit the CPGE
gven harder precieely becaunse of their
*independent™ line,

From & more general peint of view one can Bay
that the CPGB stands at a crossroads: is it
to continue being a party which reflects the
interests of the Mozscow bureaucracy in this
country or is it going to evolve intoe what
amounts to a small social-democratic party?

Bepause the Soviet bureancracy rests upoen the
pationalised property relations created by the
October revolution and has to defend tho=e
property relations = in its owWn manner - ihe
fact that the CPGH reflects the interesta of
the Soviet buresucracy means it retaing o wniag-
tige of a liok with the Uctober revolution,

Although this policy means acting against the
interests of world revolution and the building
of socialism whenever this cenflicts with the
aims of the Hussian bursaucracy (and this ia
most of the timel) it alsc means that the CPGB
does not behave entirely like an  ordinary
secial democratic party,

In the event of the interests of the [nmsaian
bureancracy clashing with those of the ruling
class in Britain there is a tendency for the
CPGE to oppose the capitalist class, This
gives it a certiain amount of "revolotionary"
capital, which is a major factor explaining
the Communist Party's ability te =urvive des-
pite all its twists and fturns and the effects
of the erimes of Stalini=m,

0f course, the (PGB - together with all other
parties supporting Moscew - is following a
reformist policy, but this reformismis always
distorted by its reliance on the Bnssian bar-




but the beginning

By Pat Jordan

eaucracy. This is also the basic reason why
it is possible for the CPGB to make "left"
= aven ultra left = turns.

Whilst it retaine this character and whilst
the nationalised property relations exist in
the Soviet Uniom, thue making the latter an
objective revolutionary factor, the CPGB will
alwvays tend to draw to it working class mili=-
tants and leftward meving youth, thus "regen-
erating” it, Owing to the crisie of GStalin-
ism, especially the Sino=3oviet confliet, this
bhas been less of a factor in recent years -
however it remains the mozi important peliti-=
cal capital the CPGB has,

Hence those people in the CPGE who think their
problems will be over by getting rid of thia
embarrassing relationship are absolutely miz-
taken, 0On the contrary, the achievement of
complete "independence” from Moscow, unless
accompanied by a complete change in peliey
— in fapt itz transformation into a revolut-
iopary group- would merely converi the CPEB
into a small reformist party. Such a party
conld bave wvery little influence and moat
likely would have & short life, why should
people supporta small reformist party with no
glectoral prospects when they can join a big
one which has +the possibility of being the
government party?

As & matter of fact, it i poszzible for the
liok to be retained with the gainsz of the
{etober revolution without subordination to the
Rassian bureaucracy, Thiz is dooe by having
a poliey of wnconditional defence of the
Zoviet Uniom and other workers states amnd by
supporting the struggles of the workers, int=
ellectuals and youth of the workers states in
their fight for socialist democracy. This
Trotskyist pelicy,; which includesz full suppert
for political revelution against the burean-
cracy,; iz diametrically opposzed to the Gollan
policy of supporting which ever group of bur-
eauncrats happens to be in power in the Zoviet
Union at a partienlar time, Becanse of their
Gtaliniat training it is virtwally impozsible
for the leadership of the CPGH to adopt  the
former pozitiom,

Thisz then, iz the backgroond to the current
erigis in the CPGB. This basic dilemma was
the unspoken contradiction underpinming all
the discusmions in the Congress,

Congress started off with an scrimonious dis=-
pute owver the refusal of the resclutions
committes to alleow discussion on ithe numercuns
regolotions and amendwents from branches on
Czechoslovakia (no less than 99!), This had
the effect of making the whole discussion
pivot around the executive committee's resol-
untion, which merely endorsed the pariy's
stand in opposing the invasion, Nearly one-
third of the delegatesz supported the reference
back of this prepesal after hearing Jack
Dunman denounce the decision "az grave inter-
ference with the rights of this Congress."

Several of the regsolutions and emendments had
incloded demands for a desper examination of
the reasona for the state of affairs which
led up to the invasion,

After a discusszion in whieh both zides mobil=
ised well-known speakers (especially indust-
rial militants), the executive committeets
resolution was passed by 295 votes to 1183, In
addition there were presumably about 30 ab-
gtentions because +the pomber of delegates
over the week end was 435, This vote shows
the strength of the gripof the Gollan bureaug-
eracy: in the discuszsion at distriet leader—
ghip level, abont 9 months ago, no less than
¥ of the votes had been cast against or
abstained oo the leadership's policy, Since

them the opposition has gained ground: for
instance, omne former member of the executive
commitiee, Ida Hackeit from Mansfield, ex-

plained to the Congress how she had come ta
change her mind to support the invasion (she
was not elected to the executive committeel)

Other attempitz by the pro-Mozcow oppozitiom
to change party policy were even more sound-
ly defeated; receiving votes of only 40 to
60-pdd, Clearly there was 1little support
Tor them outside the two district organisat=
ionas the opposition control: Hants and Dor-
at, and Burrey,

Apart from the Czechoslovakian wote, the big-
gest opposition to the leadership came on the
guestion of nationalism, As is well-known the
CPGE has never hada principled podition on the
guestion - mot even in the days of Lenin's and
Troteky's leaderzhip of the Third Internation-
al, Now it is trying to "hop om the nat-
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jonalist bandwagon®™ by including the demand
for separate Welsh and Scottish parliaments

in its programms,

This is an important gquestion from the point
of view of King Street: it iz not generally
roalised that the biggest suiferers {rom the
recent upsurge of natienalism hawve been Comm-
unist Party candidates. In Seotland it seems
ressonably certain thatin gcertain areas up to
508 of the traditional Communist Party vote
has been lost to the nationalista.

Feeling this pressure, the Seottish distriet
committes of the CP proposed an amendment
that would include an English parliament in
the programme, The logic behind this proposal
is that this would entail a full commi tment

to the idea that Britain 1a federation of
nations., This propesal received 98 wvotes
with 21 abstentions {there were 214 votes
against; adding these voteg up one gets &

total of 333, whieh presumably means that up
ts 100 of the delegates had gone home when the
vote was taken on Tuesday).

Two of the meost prominent Feottish members of
the eieentive committes, Hugh Wyper, of the
Glasgow trades counoil, and Jimmy Reid, supp-
srted the Gollan leadership against their own
district committee, This may be the explana-
tion of Jimmy Reid's resignation recently as
Geottish diatrict secreiary.

There was another small oppoaition on the
question of nationalism: 17 votes {plus 16
ahatention's for the Seuth Eensingten amend=
ment to delete references to Seottish and Wel-
sh parliamenta., Tt was interesting to  note
that the supporters of this améndment nsed the
very same argmments that the Pl leadership
had used in the past when its line was to opp=—
pse nationalism as a diversion,

When it came to the digcussion on "Left Unitr
and the Fight against Mopopolies", apart from
the Surrey amd Hante. and Dorset propesitions
two oiher critieal positions emerged., Barnet

Letaky, of Bdgware, moyed that the party
should eall for ahstention in ihe coming
general election whars there was no CP cand-

idate and the Labeur candidate did not supp-
ort left policies.

There were also Two resolutions from the
Manchester graduates’ bhranch calling for the
CPGE to support "united left" candidates in-
gtead of right-wing Lohour candidates,

Both these propositions were defeated with
gnly a handful of votes in favour, Whilst
they were comnfused and had both sectarian and
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opportunist undertones, in the given context,
one can say the supporters of these propos-
itions represented a left tendency, which waa
rencting against the oppertunism of the lesd-
ership, especially the latter!'s sttitode to-
wards so-called Labour lefts,

ine of the cleareat expressions of the Kautsk-
yite opportunism of the British Road to Soc-
jalism was the speech of ome John Peck, East
Midlands district secretary and parliamentary
candidate for Nottingham North, Mr. Peck, who
used to go on demonstrations wearing his DFC
(received for his exploits in bowhing (German
workers' home: during the second world war)
gald the party strategy "invelves transform -
ing Parliament into a real ingtroment of the
people,” He added, hopefully, "In a social -
ist Parliament, Commmniszt HPs will be vital =
if we are serious about socialiasm, we have 1o
be serious out electionsy’

One other imteresting contributien is worth
noting: Peter Slade, a London delegate, erit-
ioised the resolution on foreign affairs for
not posing a positive alternative to the Com=
mon Market, He argued that the party should
raige the slogan of the United Federation of
Soelalist States of Eurepe, He was probably
upaware as to how heretical this "Trotelyist”
slogan is regarded by King Street,

Symwing up, one can say that the differences
at the conference were the biggest that have
been expressed im recent years (almest certa-
inly the most profound since the takeover by
the Dutt/Pollitt group). However, there was
'o rounded out left current, only the hint of
one to come, There were very coniradictory
trends: some of thoze supporting the HRoseian
invasion of Czechoslovakia thought they were
making 8 "left" eriticism of the leadership's
ppportunism, Many of those who wished tohave
a more thorsugh-going eritigue of the Russian
invasion of Czechoslovakia combined this with
an eyen more right-wing version of the Britishe
Road to Socialism appreach. Such confuaion
ghould be expected: the CPGB has & low polit=
ical level and bas no tradition of internal
pelitical discussion of fundamental izEuas,

In waddition, the main motor force of the

erigis in the CPGR has beem the impuet
of the international erisis of Stalinism;
this explaine the dichotomy between the

way it pushes people on foreigm and domestic
igsues, However, in a period of intensified
class struggle and the appearance of large
vanguard forces to the left of the CPGB, the
crisis will combine the effects of intermati-
onal and domestic pressures, When thisoccura
the, death-knell of the Stalinist-irained lead-
ership of the CPGB will be at hand.



Vietham and the Left— editoria

The Novembar 2%5rd Vietnam demonstration was
a modest. hl-!it very usefnl) success. Whilat
‘oumbets wers still down feeling was militant,
We succeeded in mobilising quite wide sectiona
- thus confounding those who =aid this was no
longer possible., In truth, only the ANZAVW ,
IMG, V8C and YCL really worked for the setion.
Just how wrong others were in saying the Viet-
nam issue was dead was showm by the impact of
the atroeity disclosures,

Already ateps have been taken to start work
ts organise a npnited action around the time
Wilson is due to go to Washington, We welcome
the decision of the SLL to organise its own

demonstration on Janwary 11th az a step in the
right direction,

We must (and cen) re-build the united front
in selidarity with the Vietnamese people, In
partieular, we npeed +to mount a campaign to
expose the Labour Govermment's despicable role
(the wtatements by Brewn and Semator Muakie
confirm all our charges),

We appeal to all on the left to joim wa; but
it muet be made clear that no left group
which refuses to join & united front in supp-
ort of the Vietnamese people can claim to he
genuinely anti-imperialist,

We npeed to work barder than ever in suppert
of action to aid the Vietnamese people in co-
operation with the world-wide anti=¥ietnam
war movement,

Teachers: the Government's dilermma

The last few weeks have ssen o pay revolt by an estimated

85 000 izachérs in schools all over England and Wales, Wo-one
should underestimate the very real dilemma facing the Govern-
ment and British capitalism on education at the moment,

From 2 general social point of view, the bourgeoisie could never
allow 2 situation to continps where teachers, who are the custo-
diang of bowrpeois values and who transmit these values to the
younger generation, are parmanently dimffected and question the
values of & whichi does not pay them a fair living wape
commengurate with what they conglder to be their important

role in society. .

So, Mr Short, Secrelary of State for Education, echoed by large
segtions of the boorgenis press, has to admit that teschers should
be paid “an awful lot more™ and that their pay I8 not in keeping
with thelr contributipn to society,

But Britigh capitalism, in its weakened condition, will find it diffi-
cult to grent & claim for an increase of £135 on the basic scale of

. &l toachers, however just the daim may be (and public sympathy
is right behind the teachers in this). Alan Day (n the Ghservar

* talks of “hersh economic facta’ while Short maintains “the coun-
trgmnnt afferd jt, In fact, “the country™ is finding it impos.
sible to meet the increscing soclal costs of education s a wheole,
of which teachees’ salaries are only a pant,

: But where M Shart ean fead economic necesity, und meet

" with enly mild protest, for cut-bocks in educational gpendin
which heve glready affectad school building MU A

S ralios, he can ignore the angry mood of teachers only
. it the: risk of deep cridis in the soclal gystem,

The classic' way to deal with this problem fecing the Government
+ wolild be to apply 1 policy of “divide and rule™ to the teachers’
pay claiin at they have been able to do so successfully in the past,
“when sections of teachers, particularly older, conservative ele-
*.iments, Agve been bribed at-the expenst of the basic scale and
their colleagues af the lower end of the pay structure. {In the pre-
- =) tase the bribe may be offered ta London ieachers.)
;7 Ifwe gan judge the mew consciousness amongst teachers correctly,
- holever, yag teachers particularly have reached a point where
.~ thej arc sol prepared to sit back and allow themszlves to be sold

out by the buresucrncy without putting up a strong fight, It is
unfikely that the National Union of Teachers’ Execilive, which
has already been forced to muke militant aoises in response (o

qure from the manks, will find a sell-out s casy as in 1961,
gﬁhmlg}r brake gigns have already appearcd. For instunce 5 mo-
tiom o call out more schools on 2-week strike sction after many
more schools than expected had volupleered for such astion.
was defeited on the E.C.)

[t is almoat certain thal the Covernment will apply 3 mose sophis-
ticated palicy, attempting to introduce methods and concepts
ilrendy developed m industry into educition generally and teach:
ng in patticular, Under a new plan, teachers would get increases
in sorpe Form, but they woulkl make a deal with the government
[y coapeTate in the modemisation and I:|||_--_a-||;|-|a'|j|_'|[|'|E af tCi'Il.':l'IjTIE.

Eduation provides the fuluss technocrats, the highly-skilled
labour force and educated populsce that o modern capiralist
econeany demands, Para ﬂl.'l-_!tli_-;,:u]l__'l.'I Britizh capilatism, in its pres-
ent weakened form,.is unabla to make resourees available to pay
for what is essential for its own survival, It is forced to econ-
ardse and so attack general educational standards. On the other
hand, it will cereainly attempt to exiract the maximurm (rom
available resources. Education is very expensive in terms of man-
power, say e bourgeois economists, Therefore we should not be
surprised by uny moves towards greater productivity, which—let
us b clear about s can only mean an altack on the werking
conditions of leachers and on the quality of aducation children
will receive in the schools. Rationalisation of (he pay structure
of teachers, the rearganisation of staff-pupdl ratios in schols,
with even larger classes and the pooling of man-power betwoen
somie schools, 8 dilferentiation berween leachers” salaries M
on supply and demand, where science teachers would be paid
maote than history or language teachers—all these concepts will he
introduced, as they have been already, in in artempr o cul
down on labour costs and in the Jast analysis, make the teachers
pay with their own aweat and biood,

The atritude of socialists to any moves to apply the concept of
pro-ductivity (o education must ke very clesr, Socialist teachers
working within the teachers’ orpanisations and pressure groups
mnsg correctly analvse and fight against any attack on the wor-
king conditions of feuchers, whether direct or indirect, which

niust inevitably mean an attack on the quality of education the
children receive in the schoals. (For instanee, no-ona can deny
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e detrimental effect on children of farge <lasses, whes teachers
o mt feave fime 1o deal with individual pupils and arz conninu-
slly working under emotiotial stress.)

0 & i this wasy that the present struggle for hugher wages can be
ﬂnﬂ;ﬂnlnth the fight for bettar conditions and so Tor

5 hetser ety in education. Teachers must look outwurds joto
e commmaniey 3o extend the struggle 10 include:
LRI T R R

1 the ahwdients i the training collepes who will be teachers ina
few yosny Sime and stand Jose most from any defeats inflicted
sow om the teachers’ movement: the link-up has alzeady begun
lﬂﬁulnmﬂ for the teschers’ payclaim coming from
sy students, but it needs to be organised and structured.

Boliva: Release

La P"az

With respeet to the recent developmenis, the 1a Paz Fegonal
Committze of the Partido Obrero Revolugionarie [Revolutionary
Workers Party, 1he Bolivian section of the Fourth Internationall
grates the following

| The nitionalisation of the Golf Qil Co. is a triumph for the
Rolivian people and its revolutionary sectoss. I8 B a harile won
in the war of national and sccial liberation thot the Bolivians are
waging against capitalist exploitation anid imperialiss oppression.

Ti: iu]lJli_'“.E_ s WFU]i|T VICTOry and d.!l\.'ll"-;l'.'.'lE Lelb ] S-IJF]'-":'-'” toil,
we Trotskyists remind the people that this antidmperialist frivimph
ig bound ap with the struggle of the Nancahunzu puerrillas, with
Che Guevars, Inti Peredo, ond their comrades, 1t ina result of the
struggle of these Rghters, whe, in March 1967 and later, said,
“Enough imperialist exploftution!™ and by their example and their
hetaism toached a responsive chord in our entire Bolivian father-
fund.

2. The expulsion of the Gulf il Co. is a step forward, But the
sirepgle of revolotionists does not end there, becouse no ather
rowd 10 covilisation and progress far the peoples is possible but the
one that legds through sockalist comstruction.

TF the capitalise system is retained, i 1he cppressive siracture con-
Unies with the hourgeiisie n power, imperialam will Tind ways
L pervert this conguest and integrate it inio it machinery, s
was the case with the measures erpeted under the MNR Mo
meate Nacionzllstz Revolucionaria - Revolutionary  Nationalist
Movement | Regime,

Therefure, we call wpon the Belivian masses 1o mokilise and closs
ranks around the consistent revolpzionists, who, arms iy hand,
opened up the road for the liberation of Bolivia, We call wpon the
masees 1o remain aler! apaingt the machinations of the defenders
and puppets of imperialism and those others who wirld substi-
tute tinkering and piecerseal measuses from ghove far the preat
revolutionary march of socialisn which is penerated fram below.

Every step forward, overy tnumph, must be conslidueted: but we
cannaot stop thers, we must go forward.

3. The struggle agrinst imperialism in Bolivia has (5 martyrs, is
heroes, its victims. To those whe gave their lives, like Che Gue-
vara, Inti Peredio, and ther companions, we pay gratefel homage
in this hour when the people hove dealt a bjow to inpenalism.
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ib the wade union movement which shoukl cumpaign [of aghve
apport ofthe feachers’ derdnds, anid Jocally infor oafd mobi-
lise the parents of those children who- ikl B the maln sliErers
from any deiesioration in educational standurds- the working
cluss, I the present stevpgle takes Sn all the signs ol beedniing a
grotracied onz, teachers should vrganise piblic meetings 1irex-
plain theic cass.

The imiplications of Government policy on edueation must be
arlvaed and explaned patiently by all soelalist feachers down tu
the Tugy detail of planning in the clessroon), The present strugple
for beteer pay $hould not beconsidered a8 an isolated wssue, fut
musl be seen i the context of theattock on edueationu | stan-

dards penarally.
[y Joan Grundy

the prisoners!

But for the vickime of fhis patriotic suggle, who provad themd-
sons, we demand onconditional Telese. If we are going 1o fight
imperializn, 1t makes no sense 10 conlinue perseculing and imgri-
saning the hest antidmperialist fiphters.

Topether with the revolutionary peeple, we demand the mme-
diare releade of Fellpe Yasquwez. I, Marend, Chrd o Chanhi, Or-
rega, Perejo, Oresa, and all the revoluticaary palriow imprisoned
in the Panoptico do San Pedro.

HEIGH
GONAALAS
MOSCOSD0

At the same fime; we demand the release of Leyoln Gozman,
Tertu T, de Orasa, Geralding de Caronada, who ase heing held in
the Ohbrzjes Women's prison; Regis Debeay and Bustos who are
in the-military prisen in Camiry, .

Together with the revolulionary people, we Trotskyists demand
instant cessarion of the Furious persecution ond the attacks on the
liberty of the pencral Secreriry of the POR, Hipo Genzalez Mos-
pevsn, gnd all our valional leaders.

Inereleaseof the revolutionary fighters will alsn be o victory aves
imipeTiniism!

For the La Paz Bepional Committes of the POR.
Jewse F. Mirabeal M, Juan M. Alegria L.; Macurio Flata-Siles,
17 October 19639




Discussion on the origins of the
“International Socialism™group

I would Hke to coreect ope or two of the historical insccorscies
that appeared in Dave Windsor's article criticising the Internatio-
nal Socialism group, He repeats the same calumsies and falsifica-
tions as the Workers' Press Both claim that the Sooalist Revfew,
which was the precursor of 15, came mfo existence when ™ soane
members of the Brtish Section of the Founh Intermational
wavered and opposed the policy of defencism of the Soviet Union,
China and North Korea™.

This is nol troe, Asa former member ol the RCP, ket me 1e]] Yout,
from my own personal experience, what happencd. Some of us
had rejected, for some considerable time, Trotiky s views an the
Soviet Union. | had, for example, written an articls in the socialist
discusaion journsl Lef? (Nosember 1947), in which T suggested
thot Russia was state capitalist. The following year, CUff published
a Jong internal deciumeni sdvancing the sume position in a more
dotailed way.

We were told that we had the right to hold oor veows;, trving to
persuade (he majority of the validity of our position, The RCP
Ieadership argued it was merely applying, in British conditions,
the policy that Trotsky advocated in the Socialist Workers” Party
i 1940, He had never favoured a split on the question of the
class nature of Bussia; cven if in 3 minority, he thought James
P. Cannon & Co, should show they had faith in their ideas by
stying within the crpanisation and fighting for them.

But tolerance and internal democracy ended wath the beginming of
the Korfean war, The Trotskyist organsiation, now lad by Gerry
Healy, dispensed with such niceties, Discarding Trofsky's view, it
deliberatcly cnginecsed a split with those members who disapreed
with ils line on Ruasin, For instance, | was expelied frem the Man-
chester bronch without hearing the charges agsinst me or ewen
heing invited to the meeting,

From the foregedng, T think it ie elear Dave Windsor is wrong on
iwir counts! first, many of 8 (ook an anti-defencist positen well
before 1951 .. in other words, it wasn't the Korean war; as he sug-
gests, thal made us change our minds; and, secondly, that revale-
tionary unity was shattcred by Healy's expulgion ., we bad no
aliernative bul fo stirl owr own arginislio,

By ihe most ludicrous of Dave Windsors acousalions i that
somehow or other, by forming the Sociglisr Rewlew proup, we
ware succumbing to the pressure of imperiglism. In fact; the oppo-
site was the case, Owor line was far more clear, ncisive and revalu-
tionary thun that of the official Trotskyist group, It was publish-
ing the Soctalissy Curlook at that time, with contributors like Bes-
sit Braddock, Harold Dasies {who is now Harold Wilson®s peivate
parliamentary’}y and George Craddock MP,

Bessiv Braddock ond Gerry Healy may seem 1o be stmnge bed-
partners ... at Jeast, we can console oursebves that there was no
sexunl impropriely - between them, Meverihelfess, the political
fruits of their lisison were quite obscene, The Socfalist Cutlaok,
of 3 October 1952, had the front page headline: "BEVAN GIVES
THE LEAD THAT WORKERS WANT", Luter, alter Besse Brad-
dock had ended the affair, Socielisr Ourlook still continued to

court jefi parkiamentarians. The issue of 14 May 1934 ha the
headline: “BEVAN AND MOBRISOM, [( is a Difference of b .n-

ciple says G. Healy™.

The journal also spread other pernicious flusions. Disregarding
the class relationship of forces, ot bekeved that, by a little pen-
wapging, the Conservatives could be ousted. Socialisr Crerlnok, of
27 November 1953, had the front-page banner headline: “THE
TORIES MUST RESIGN. Let's have a Petition 1o Get ‘em out!”

In contradistinction to such inanaties, the Soeldizr Revlew mam-
tained a principled, rovolutionary line. 1t hud no weekly parlia-
mentary column from Horold Bawvies MP. Tt never jumped on the
Bevanite bandwagon . Indeed, Socalist Beview atiacked the Soote-
fisz Churlook for sowing reformist fllusions (see. for instance, the
igsue of November 1952, where | sy it “is idiotic Tantasy™ 1o
clamm “Bevan gives the lead the workers want™.}

Mow Twould like to ask Dave Windsor: Dogs he really thank we
should have been salling Soclalisr hrlonk in the early 'fifl3es?
Az one wiio firmiy believes in the trh of Karl Liebnecht's dic-
tum about the antiswar struggle .. “the cnemy is o1 home" . |
wollld arpuc that we of the Sochiisr Revlew group pursued the
enerny at home dusing the Korean war in all hiz guises (ingluding
the left pacliamendary one) witls far greater consistency thanany
other tendency,

Yoiery fravernally,
Bayenoard Chillind

DAVE WINDSORE COMMERTS
FEaymond Challines criticises me-on two polnts:

{ 1) that | misrepresented the politics of the origin of the Interna-
tional Socialism tendency; and

(2) that he impresion 1 gave shet Soclelisr Review was capitula-
ling o antli-gommunist pressure was incorrect because that paper
had a better record than Soevadisr ook,

Let me first zay that T newer intended to say thar the Sociaist
Review comrades adopled their viewpoint just becawse of the pres-
sure of the Korean war. That is quite beaide the point; Whet [ de
arpueis that it wos the pressuze of the anni-communst propaganda
cenpected with the Korean war which led them 1o alandon (he
tefencist position in theory and practice.

Let me say in passing thal the key question differentiating Trar-
skyists from ihe warious fendencies ke International Socialism,
the Shachimanites, cic., is soy the definition of the Sovet Union,
Trotsky explamed thiz many times, He even sabd that it would be
possibie 10 make o semaniic concesion o this point. 00 the con-
trary, the key question s that of whether oag 5 3 défencst ornet

IT stale capitajists are consmtent they will deaw the conclusion
from their analysis that all the gain: of 1he October revolufion
hawe boon lost and that therefore revolutionanes hawve po duiy 1o
defiend the Svwviet Union apins! imperiafism. The foume of this
positienleads them to deny that we should be on the zide of other
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workers states agawinst imperiakism. This i3 why the difference
between Trotskyists and “state copitalists” is a principled one.
According to the Trotskyist view that the Sovict Union, China,
Yugostavia, Cuba and Eastetn Ewrope arc workers' states of one
form or another (deformed or degenerated, ete} il is a question
of class loyalty to defend them against imperialism.

I am not disputing in any way that The Group, as it was known
then, under the leadership of Healy and Lawrence {did Challinor
forger that?), acted badly in their treatment ol the state capitalist
minueity (among others), However, it is well-known that members
of that minority hod publicly recorded themselves sgiinst 10
umeenditional support of the Korean workers' state against LS,
mperinlism—in Birmingham Trades Counil, For cxample.

It will not he profitable for readers of fnrermational to be treated
t0 4 regurgitation of a 20-yeur-old orpanisational dispute. It isa
pute red herring for Challinos to pose the question thus. The real
test of the pelitics of the state capitalists it what they did onge
they set up their owm organisation,

The puhblic platfoem of the state capitalists was, of course, their
own jowmal Socinlisr Review. 1 am certmn that Raymond Chal-
linar will not try to say that the centemis of this journal wers
Jetermined by his {or anyosne else’s) bureancratic explusion from
the Grouwp.,

In isue number one, Bill Alnsworth was very clear about the
paper’s position on the Konean war:

“Gince the outbreak of the war in Korea, the Seciafist Clurioak
has campaigned for full uird unzonditional support for the Stali-
nist Forces in Korea .. this attitede 5, of course, Fundamentally
identical with that of the Swalinists and their fellow-travellers,
Consequently, we consider it vur socizlist dury 10 urge oll those
whose sucialist hopes were raised when the Curleok was launched
in 1948, to enquire now as we intend o do—whither Soclalist
Chtlogk? " This was followed by a long attack on Sucfalist
Duriook for, among other things, not criticising the Narth Koreans
as much as it did the South Koresns.

In the early 19505 the Korean war had virtually the same interna-
tional si?ﬂ:ﬁ-:.an-a:-r: gs has the Vietnam war in the late 19605 A
defeat of the Koreans, which would almost certainly have been
followed by the imuson of China, would have been o first-rate
dizaster [or woeld revolution, The defeat of the American-ed
[orees, although it was not decisve, was a tremendous impulse For
the world revolutivnary forces. British troops wer fighting alonp
cide the Americans: it was theretore mandarory for revolutionaries
in this country to give “full and urconditional” support 1o e
Korean and Cnincse struggle.

Soeialisy Review, as innumerable quotations {rom 115 columns will
prove, was on the wrong side of the barricades in this key gues-
Lo

Raymond Challinor makes great play with the fact that the offi-
cial Trotskyvists were publishing a paper which eould contain arti-
cles by people like Bessie Braddock 21 al.

Some huste points have to be made on this guesticon. First of ull,
Saefatist Ouilenk was an entry paper, [15 aum was (0 regroup 4
viahle lett wing in the Labour Party to give a struztured response
to the growing righiward drift ol the Labour Party, On the whuole,
[ am of the opinion that under the crewmilances prevailing at
that 1ime it Tollowed u fairly correct policy. That it was too uner-
tical of Tevan can be accepted—the Leadership of the Fourth Inter-
rational criticised Healy on this point at the tme {internally, this
was before Healy broke with the Fourth Tnternational ).

| am sure that Raymond Challinor is very well awore of the rea-
sons why Trofskyists adopied the entry tagtic in those years. He

himsclf—and 1 do fiot criticise him for this—became a Labour Far-
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ty candidate us part of g eniry wirk, Moreover, the Socialist
Review group practised entry and transiormed their paper into a
de facto enlry papor.

In fact, the Sociafvt Aewew on DECEIONE WETLL tarther than the
Eoeialist Outlook, Thus Raymond Challinor, in & front-pags arti-
cle in the very sane isuc he reters to in his letter [ Movember,
1957} sayat

s W on the other hand, ane confident thai our dernands, such
a5 further nationalisation, workers' contral of mdustry ani inde-
pendence from both imperialist war cumps, will ultimately—and
demoeratically ! pain majurity acceplanics witlin the {Labour)
party. Then, on the basis of such a socialist policy {he workers can
pos forward (o the Final wetory of socialism. g

Readers of these lines can be forgiven if they delect a sign of
“reformist illustons™ in these words, To argue tha the Labour

can be won for socialist policies und thal on the basis of
these policies the workers will go forward to the “final victory of
socialism™ sounds suspiciously like what the Tribunites ar saying
today.

Raymond Challinos understeod the pecessity of “deep” entry in
the carly 1960s. Writlng in the March 1961 issue of Sociriz
Review, as Labour Party coungiitor in Meweasile, Statfs, be com-
pluned bitterly thet the Labour Party MNEC had “unilaterally,
without first seeing whether the Literal or Tory Parties intended
tos suspend theirs”, cancelled a conference for Laboer Groups un
Local Awthurities, But of preater interest to me is his referencs to
the “furthright Hareld Davies of Leek™ losing his parliamentary
seul— this was written several years ufter the proseription of Soeie-
Jisz Chetiook by the Labour Party.

fn the late 1950% and eurly 1960s one could find the names af
Clir. Peggy Duff, Edc Hetfer, Sid Bidwell, and Stan Mowens quite
regularly in the columns of Socialisr Seview. Far o pericd there
was even & rogalar column by Pepgy Rushton, the then secretory
of the Movement for Colonial Freedom: even Bill Jones put in an
appearsnce. In those days il was customary for 3 wiiter in Sogde-
lixt Review to stote ~almost like a salder giving his name and num-
ber—his Constituency Labour Pang, and very often, the appeliu-
tion “prospective candidate for .., " appeared. | am not fllEEeEting
{hat any of this 3 wrong per s2, but there i an old saying ahout
people in #lass howses ... |

Whe theris guilty of “historical insccuracies™? Tnternational Soc-
alism group members seem to be very appreiensive about a is-
cginn of their history . Despite one rather half-hearted attempt in
an editorial in feternerional Socialint they hove never reully tried
te: explain why they adopted ane position on Korea and another
an Viernam. Tnstead it seems 1o me that they would like to for-
met their origing, This is a very bad sign in poditical tendency—it
s very dishanest, for instance, for Duncan Hallus vo give a potted
and Righly inaccurate and bisssed sccount of Trotakyism in the
10508 withott eren mentioning the coming into existence of the
Socialist Review group (in the October/November issue of fnter-
purtioem! Socialism).

The purpose of my article was not to delve Inlo histary but te tryr
to draw oul the politics of the International Socialism group by
putting them in their historical context. As Marxista we realise
that it is not ealy important to analyse where a pulitical tendency
stunds at 3 particular moment. To understand it fully we aced to
examing its origins and where it is going. Om this basis we cn
sxpect and understand such incidents us the disgracelul behavicur
of Chris Harman at the Ho Chi Minh memorial mecting,

There are signs that increasing numbers of members of Internatic-
nal Socialism are beginning to understand that something i o=
ally wrong with their organisation. It is 10 be hopesd that they rea-
lise that the source of this weakness is in their theory of state
gapitalism and the main conclugon {non-delencigm) that they
draw From it.



GCzechoslevakia
& Unity of the

Left

Text of leaflet distributed to delegates ito
3lat Congress of the Communist Party of Great
Britain by the International Marxist Giroup,

The 1969 preconference discussion of the Communist Party of
Great Britain has heen the most bitter in its history. All over (he
coknbry the party & divided on the guesiion of the invasion of
Crechoslovakia. The columms of Compnens and the Moraiig Sy
have been filled with letters for and against the leadership's posi-
tion on the invasion, 11 i an open secret that the work of {he T
ty, sspegully m the induostoial field, has suffered from thiz con-
flict.

Those who have opposed the leadership™s line have sought to
blame the party’s “lack of internationatism™ {their guaint phrase
for opposition to the mvasion) for the decline in membership and
the difficulties of the Morning Star. Those supportling the leader-
ship have pointed to the damage done by the invazion o the mr-
ty and |y that even more would be done if it came out in support
of the RussinnJded invasion of Crechoslovakia

[he Intermatipnal Marxist Group believe that neither the suppor-
ters nor the opponents of the leadership have the unswer 1o this
probiem,

First it must be said that we, together with virtually every other
seetion of the left, completaly condemn the invasion. We support
the right of the Czechoslovak people to self-determination and to
choose thesr own leaders. Saying this in no way implies uncritical
support for Dubcek & co.; there iz no doubt that the policies nf
Utto Stk would have led to preater differentials in wages and
unemployment. The latter, of course, is very different from the
restoration of capitalism. On the other hand, we foel that the con
demnation of the invasion by the leadership of the CPGB fuls
because il & not linked to analysing the reasons for that invaslao,
This is why opponents of the condemnation have been able to
gain ground. The Palme Dutts, Sid Frencls & co. have also heen
able to link that condemmation to #n increasing drift to the right
by the leadership. For these ressoms many industrial militants in
the party support the opposition to the leadership.,

Furthermore, your leadership is extremely valnerable because of
the wholehearted sopport it geve to the Husstan invason of
Hungury in [956, to say nothing of its support of the Russian lea-
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dars’ campmign against Yugoslavia (to the exient of publishing a
book by Tames Klugmanna which condemned Tito as 2 police agent
and fascist!y The imvasion of Hungary was indeed, in some ways, a
worse crime apainst gociahsm, Dubeek, so far, has ar least e
sutferod the fate of Magy ond Mal=ter

Just 1o oppose the Russian-led invasion of Ceechoslovakis withow
making a3 fundamental examinotion of how this could happen
plaxs into the hands of anti-communias

Socialists snd Marxiais Tave always uecepted that wars, agpresion,
elc, are the produets of Gipitalism. To say thar one “soscialis)"
country can commit the crime of isvading snother “socialisy”
couniry without ssyng that semething s basically WM {5t
place & question-mark cver our whole conception of the socialisi
future of menkind. Did Lenin and the Bolshevik party make their
revolution to creale o stale which would, 31 years alter its incep-
vigsin, coammi such @ crimie? Are vou, tuday, working for & socinls
Britain which, decades after ity establishment would, for example,

THE
INCONSISTENCIES
OF “STATE
CAPITALISM”

by ERNEST MANDEL

&/6, p.p. from TMG Publications,
8, Toynbes 5t,, London; E.1,




invade socialist Belgum? To pose these guestions demonsimales
the provity of the problems fucing socialists when they consider
the imvasion of Crechoslovakiz.

A analysis has to be made of this event in Marxist terms; if we can-
nol do this we implicitly reject the Marxist meilhiod, We cannot
take refuge in “paychological™ explunations (the fears and mis
conceptions of the Russian leadership). This explanation rejects
the Marxist method for the bourgeods theory of on mdividualistic
explanation of historical events. It is also a very gloomy theory:
what puarantee have we that future socialist countres, including
Britaing®il not be led by leaderships with paranoid fears?

We ask ol members of the Communist Party to consider the
Tratskyist explanation of this phenomenon; one which does not
reject Marxism nor tdke refuge in the psychology of Russian les-
ders,

Thiz theory states thar the Russian invasion of Crechoslovalkaa,
rogether with ail the other crimes of the Soviet leadership, can be
explained m terms of the buregucratic degencration of the Sowiet
Union under Stalin. The essence gf this view is that beciuge of the
{solation of the Rusian revolution and the coonomic backward-
ricss of the country conditions were favourable Tor the rise of a
bureaucratic caste. This caste, by getiipg control of the party and
the state spparatus m the fight against the lefi opposition, wsurped
political power in the Soviet Union. Since ils victory, the Soviel
eudership, whilst resting on nationalised property relarions, hos
defended s own privilepes at the expense of the interests of the
Russian working chs and world revolution. We do not aceept, as
somte Ao, that the rise al this buresucracy was “inavitahle™ o even
progressive. Had the left opposition won its fisht, policies would
have been pursued which would hove mpidly ended the dsolation
al the revolution,

This theory has nothing to do with the anti=<ommusist idea of the
festoration of capitalism in the Soviet Union: We believe that jus
a5 suciphsis mgst aleays defend trade unions, even I rade union
bursgucrats control them, so longas they remain workers™ organi-
ations, 0 socialists must always defend the workers' sajes
agninsr the artacks of capitalizm. However the task of communists
dafrod o bl indly foliow these burcausranic keaders: on the contracy
thew shoeuld be eritivibed constuntly und the workers of thess
cowntiies should be assisted tooverthrow the: burcawerals

Looked a1 from this poind of view, we can see that the Russaan
feaders invaded Crechoslovakia beeaise they were frightened of the
Crech exampie inspiring the workees gnd intellectuals of the Sovier
Unior. Just asthe Ceech students and workers managed to ger i
af Bovorpy and the worst aspects of the repression, the Russian
poople would be encouraged to strugple against their hureancate
fzaders, Hence the invasian.

Chige this theory of the bureaucratic degeneration of the. Soviet
Union, best explained in Trotsky™s Tie Eevoluron Serreved, 15
grasped, suclt monstrous crimes as the Moscow trials, the foroed
collectivisation of Rusdan agricultuse, the ireatmeni of Yugo-
slavia, the purees in Eastern Eusnpe; the invazion of Hungary and
Crechoslovakia, the Sino/Soviet dispute, =iz, are explicable, In
gxch case what i involved 15 not the aberracion of o particular
Soviel, Chinese or Enst Ewropenn leader, but o cxse of ihese fea-
ders, representing social forces, purting their own privileged
buyeaucraiie interests before those of socaliznm and woild revolu-
ticdll

But maore is invalved for British commuansls,

Members of the Brtsk Communisd Party must of ten ask theme
selves why it is that their party —despite the abviois devonoa and
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militancy of its members—has been go onsuccesstul after nearly
fifty years of strupgle. Despite the great advances of world reve-
Tution i this period and despite the resources of the party (having
a daily paper Tor neardy 40 vears, for instance) the CPUE remaing
a relatively small proup. In the past half-century there have heen
fowr Lubowr Governments which have stracked the working cluss,
British Toryism was uiterly exposed by the second workd war, and
yel today the Communist Party's influence in the working cluss i
ceriainly o greater than when il was formed: its influence among
young workers and students is less. To hlame ull this on to g
talist propaganda is to say the fph = unwinnahle,

Apain we believe that this state of affais can be explained by the
Stalinist depeneration of the Soviel Union,

When Stalin eonducted his struggle againsi the lalt opposition he
alse paingd control of the third intornational for the bureaueracy.
Systeimatically the leademships of the world's communist partics
were changed or Blodpeoned wneil they carvied out the wishes of
the Soviet leadership. It is-worth nofing that Palme Dt played a
lgading role in replacing the original feadership of the CPGB with
Russian nominees in the 192931 period. This is the basic explany-
tion of all the shifts, zigtags and 180-degroe turns of the commu-
nist partics.. This iz why your party could change it policies so
dragtically on such guestions us the atiftude towards the Labour
Party, the Mazi-Soviet Pact, the second world-war, ete. Tt is the
explunation of why vour pariy's leaders could throw Mardism-
Leninism out of ‘the window by adopting the “peacefu] road 1o
sacipdism’” when this suited ihe “peaceful co-sxistence™ policies
of the Soviet leadership.

Becawse of thas bebaviour big sections of the working class do nod
trust the CPGE—ihey regard ifas & party which does not decide {ts
own policy, There are, moseover, thousands of people whor have
been members of the parly but, whilst retuining Jefi-wing ideas,
opposc the party becauss of thelr experiences.

Whilst the policy of following the Bussion leadership blindly &
beginning to change. the reformist policies flowang from that
stanee are sbill pillered (o, Members of the CPGB should demand
a return to the teschings of Lenin on rovalution, ag outlinedin his
Srafe end Revoldutlone These ideas have been ubsolutely vindi
cated; nowhere in the fiftv-odd years since this book was writtan
has the working class won state power by peacelul meuns; mn the
contrury where capitalism bas been deatroved it has been through
revolutionany action,

Today there sre big forces on the left, especially ameng the revo-
lutinary-nunded  youth, which reject reformizt dlusions. The
future. of members of the CPUB lies in unity with these forces
ruther san “dislogues with Chestians™ and holdiog the hands of
Tribunite MPs. We appeal to vou (o work in vour pafty for a
united front of revolotienary forces:

for ecomplete nativonlisntion with workers” control;

againet all anti-working class polides of the emplovers ond

Crovernment;

for solidsrity with all natiemal liberation and socialist movements
especially the Vietnmess and Palestine revalutions;

for o Britain with 3 socialist foreign policy—against imperialism

aiad in allmnce with all anti-imperialist forees.

Such a Uront could be built which would be senaller but more
elfactive than more amorphows fonmations. Such z Mront does not
mear full prograrimatic apreemeni: the succes of the VBT proves
this. I the present discussion in the CPGE assists in clarity on such
questiong, it will have been positive.
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