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sher Plenum recowmendsd by

v znd reveals tne political

L. -

e i guidiiny wody of the Terty. We
rccyh:cno tu : - the opende jointly adopted in
the 0oy the Ccnan uste forces be rejected and the agenda
presented by the mlﬁdr;t} ve w«dopted

The original prorosel of tliese comrades represented a
four point UQEﬁduk

1~ The Internstional Question ( ¥ew Orientotion of the ICL)
2- How tc Luild the Party ( ineludirg the 3P orientation)
S- Internal “uesticons

4~ Conventicn arrsngements

Af'ter our wroposel tihese comrades added a fifth point;
the Unemploviment guestion.

The nunber of importent points we want settled at this
Flenur: makes ithe gend engthy but that is no fault of ouwxs, .
Tost of thiese issues hove beer shunted beck and forth from

the PC to the Fittshburgl. znd the Yew York June Flenums and
baclt argln By tlhie vrezent majority wihich hes used this method
to avoid resolving zolitieal cuestions. The additicnal is-
sves reised are ccone so in view cof the faet thet this Plenum
siould orgznize & discussion veriod in the party lesding up .
to a convention vwithin three menths which must forrulste Po-
sitions on the important issves fecing the class and the rarty.

ae folloving issues vwer: Cisputed nuestions in the
_ L e tue 11ttaburgh.harch 15 Flenus to which they were
referred by the FC. ket rlenws ¢id not take them up and re-
ferrec ther. Yacl: to the FQ whiehl referred them to the June
Flenuri. They went becl to the P(. Xow the FC doesn't want
to tsle them un. ' ‘

1. Trece Union Cuestion
2. The R -1 “vesticn

d. Bthiosnisn - Itslien Situstion

8, TIebor Defence
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‘ Tr. adéition to these old disputed questions We have
adted tne following:

1. Tre Fre eut Situation

2. The Agravicn -vestion

lal

3, Youth Tuestion

4, TFerrmenent Revolutiszn.
411 these questione must be taken up at this Pknum be-
cause’ :

a. The majority of these cuesticns are unsolved disputes that v
nave been ignored by cne cr hoth previous plenums.

©.  Eecli point involves & concretiation of an importent sec- »
tion of the Declaration of Principles or involves important
prolems of the class struggle on which the Teclaration of
Trinciples has no position.

¢. Without a positicn on these cuestions the party cannot
recruit snd gain iniluence awmong those layers of workers who
can be won wrimerily ky answering these guestions in theory
and practics

o

~

4. The Foliticzl Committee and the Flenum musi take & posi-
tisn on thess Cecisive guestions confronting the working class
as tue lezding bodies of the rgyty. This Flenum must put an
end to the policy of avoiding politicel respnnsibility. 17
rust prove thot it can lezd or else it must be replaced by a
leadersniy that csn snd %11l give larxian answers to the Farty
and the c¢lLo.. or the issues of the day.

&. This ig the Flenum which ig to open a three menth dis-
cussion mericd to end in 2 conventicn. Such a conventiqp
pericd cen be orensd up and maintsined on a proper politieal
level chly by the Flenws's presenting its own and the winori--
ty pesitions to the nmeubership,

. The zgends presented by the Cznnon-Nuste agreement negateg
all of the ahove pcints, excludes issues not already discussed
and thus enabples ther to revolve the Flenur and the conven-
tion discussgion primerily srcund the organizational guestions,
instesd of the pcliticsl wucsticrs {rom which the organiza- »
tional cuestions flow.

Itwes ecle: ¥ly revesled ¢t the FPittsburgh Flenum that
organizstion steps and 2 political condemnstion cf the line
presented By Basky, Cechler and Stamm was adopted without even
consicering the political issues involved., The June Flenum
continued this line with the expulsion of Zack and Williamson
and the attempt on the part of ithe Cannonites tec expell the
entire Left Wing. - The June Flenum prcduced a stalemate in
the rarty and the leadershiyp.

*e third pre-Plenum period hes been takean up with
ideologicel preperation to complete the job, using as a basis
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the Trotskv "advice": Which is an attempt to supstitute for
the clumsy butcher methods of Ceunnon and Compamy, 2 surgeon's
skili, calling for cepitulation o exgulsion of the Left Wing
comTades Wio oppose vhe nev turn of the ICL. on top of this
we nove the Cenunorn-iiuste Lroposed agenda which 18 a curtain
raiser for the steps to foilow. Wa have no time to take up
the woliticeél issues; We lave tine mainly for the orgeniza-
tional issues! '

T

‘ With Trotsky's latter.zad thc*lecq +urn of the Muste
lezdersghip on .the "Prench turn they cen affcrd to take up the
Interns tional cuestion. . Ore conceéssion in cur fevor! With
the pending split or expulsicn -y Frznce, a left tactical zig-
zeg on the part of the figrerch turn' group, énd the unfavorabtle
situstion in the SEF of the Unites States, which 18 forcing the
Csnnon group to cover up their tracks and 1OVE in the directic
of ziving the SP fractions & split perspective, they con alsc
Cffore to teke ur this question. - Another concession we welcome,

o

L
?he une o Lrostion 18 2 concession to the most active
field vor.e other two points of tae Cannon-Muste
zeends tiongl. :

We move the rejection of the BC mwatority agenda and
g - - - e . . -
the adoption of the ¥C minority agenda.

Apenda:

1 - War Zuestion
a. wWar Theses
L. Ttalisn-Sthiopian Situetion

. uestion cf Sociel O rictism
. Arericen Iwmperiaclism
TN
. USSR
. Permonent Revoluticn

&0

>

H o 20

Z - The new orientaticn of the ICL
. Road to thv 4ta Irternational
© b. OP guostion.

- Cclonial Luestion
8 1]

TR
1

Tegro Guesticn

Trade Union

[z}
l

6 - Unem>loyment
7 - Youth
8 - AgroTrian
¢ - Lebor Defense
10 - Orgﬁnizational guestions ( Parﬁy Structure)

11 - Internal Question and Ceonvention Arrangements.
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SUPPISYENT

The Flenum was scheduled to convene on Friday, Octoher
A, at & P.X., but instesé a "rlenun" of the Cannon-Weber-
Muste forces convened and continued until Saturdsy, 4 r:M.a
in which time complste sgreement was obtained on all points
to be taken up at the lienum agsinst the left wing. Those
issues upon which disputes tetween these three groups wWere
sure to occur were excluted frowm the agenda. This.enabled
them to carry through their unprincipled blcc ageinst ithe
Left Wing., If the disputed issues, above listed, walch were
carried over since the Fittsburgh Flenum, were %o be discus-
sed and voted on the bloc wculd fall spart. 1In addition, the
reolutiors presented on the importsnt questions were compromise
resolutions, leaving out decisive issues in order to comnsumate
the blce.

" Ater these three groups completed their bloc to the last
dot they called o PO meeting iu between the "real plenum" and
the formal plenum which was open to the Left Wing membels of
the Fational Cormittee and the membership. The PC meeling
changed the agenda by adding two pointes; the war question,
and the trede union cuestion. At the same time, within'a
few minutes the PC passed upon the resclutions adopted Fridsy
and Haturdce~ »v the Yreal" plenum, We were handed their Tre-
solutions .-  iTeciically ordered to vote on them within
three minutcs

o~ -Jugt as the FC was convening comrade Muste handed Oehler
the Wes *thesis and ssid Mere is & couy of the PC resolution.
Thiz wes e curtain reiser to what hal taken place. Within s
few minutes comrade Cannon stated thet we had no time to waste
in psssing the war resoluticn at the Flenum and it must be
first on the agenda because it had already . been set up for
the ¥ew lilitant, and was being run cff the press. This was
in opposition tc comrade Schactman who knew it was a cut axd
dried affeir and demanded that this question be placed further
down on the agends, Comrade West added (in opposition to
Oghler's arguments) that there is no need for discussion on
the war resolution. The resolution hes been printed in the
Few Kilitent end curiously enough becrs the date; October 4th}'

Why did this unprincinle¢ tlcc add the war and trade
union questions to the egends on Seturday, October 5H; after

_ Veting them down st the Fondey FC wceting, September 30? Why

did they rick only these two issucs from our agenda and reject
the others? Just as the addition of the unemployed question
at the Septembter 30 PC weeting concession to the NC members
who were active field workers, so toc, the trade union ques-
tion was addes for the two ¥C members who arrived from Minne-
apolis., If the Hinneecpolis comrades had been forced to return
and report that the Plerum had not taken up trade umion issues,
while Ilinneapclis is involved in the outstanding fight of the
countiy there would be hell to pay there.

By "trzds union guestion" we wean the adoption of a
T.,U. thesis «nd tcking up the practical, immediate work on
~-the basis of the trade union lire. Ey "trade union guestion"
this unprincipled bloc means only immediate activity.




On the war question it is a 1little different. 0On
lionday the FC voted dowr our proposal to take up the war gues-
X¥ion as the Tirst point on the egends, _On Wedngsgday war broke
out! Bo on Ssiurday they sgreed to pace it on the agendall! As
true leaders of the werking class they recognize an event after
it falls down on their heads, EFut the resolution has an ?b-
solutely centrist positicn cn vital aspects of the Ethiopiam
gquestion. This record proves the bankruptcy of the Cannon-
Weber-Muste unprincipled blcc. We will take up this resolu-

tion when we desl with the war quéstion.
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WAR THESIS

1. Imperialism, the highest stageée in the deVelopmept‘of
Capitalism, is charscterized by imperialist wars and e¢ivil
wars. It is &rn epceh of wars and revolutions. The impexial-
ist powers ixn -rder to maintaintheir existance must wage wars
on & World-wide mcole for hegemeny over the world; on the other
hand the proletzriut exasperated by its growing misery, is
driven into decisive struggles agesinst capitalism. 1In spite
of 411 the pesce treaties, sgreerents and pacts for disarma=
ment and peaceful solution of disputes, in less than two de-
cades after the conclusion cf the world wer of 1914-1918, we
are on the threshold of a new world war in which again mil~
lions of workers are to be sacrificed. The inherent contra-
dictions of capitalism, the contradicticns between the enor-
mous growth of the productive forcves and the limitations of
the domestic and world markets, resulting in & world crisis,
leaving no choice but wer for the imperielist powers., The
need for expansion of one imperialist power can be met okly
at the expense of the other, making the imperielist wars in-
evitable and inseparabtle from the cepitalist system of ex-
rloitation. -

2. Imperialist wars, increasing the suppression and ex-
ploitaticn of the colenial peorles,; inflicting intolerable
sufferings on the toiling masses cf the imperialist countries,
and meking their oppression harsher anc more cruel than ever,
sharpen the class struggle. Therefore there is an insepar-
able cormnection between the war waged Ly an imperialist coun-
try, and the class struggle within that country, =s well as
ketween the class struggle of the workers gnd the struggles of
colonial pecples against imperialist domination., Imperialism,
arming the great masses of workers for its wars and at the
same time ixcreusing their misery, exploitaticn and oppres-
Sicn, creates zgtinst its won will the brerequisite conditions
for a successful revolution of the proletariat. The tesk of
the.reyolutionary Farty of the proletariat is to turn the ime
perialist war irto @ civil war, that is, to lead the workers
into a revolutionary struggle to Gefeat its own imperialist
rullljlg class, by kringing about the military defeat of their
own imperizlist government, leading the workers, armed for




the imperialist war, against their own exploiters.

3. Tris task canrot be fulfilled unless the workers are

liberated from the inflherce ¢f kourgeois pacifists.‘ The

bourgeois pacifiste, while they ccrndemn tke imperialist wars,

are defending capitalism, thereby meking their prgtssts 8=

gainst war futile. They creste .illusion in the m1nd§ of thg

workers that war can be eliminsted without overthrowing capl- .
talism. Worse than that, in ccerdemning A1l wars, they place

the civil war (revolution) ¢f the cyrressed and exploited class
against the ruling and exploiting class at the same level Wlth‘ -
he imperialist wars, thereby restrainirng the workers, to the
extent of their influence over the working class, from turning
their arms against their greatest end nearest enemy, the rul-
ing class of their own country. The fallacy of bourgeois pa-
cifism must he erergetically combatted and its influence a-
mong the vorkers anniliated.

b ]

4, . anothcr and greater obstacle in the path cf the pro-
letgrian revc. - “ion is the social patriotism of the Second

and Third Irnteristionals. BSocial democrocy, in the world

war of 1914, Tcilcwing 1ts previcus opportunist line, a--. .
dopted the slcgen of "defend the Ffatherland", which, im re-
ality, meens suvrport of the iwvperizlist rcbbers and a shame-
ful betraysl of the working clsss. Under the pretext ofi de-
fending the fatherland, socisl democracy had utilized its in-
fluenee cver the workers for the defense of their own oppres—
Sors wnd explciters, As in 1914, so now, onthe eve of a new
imperialist world war, the opportunism of social democracy
Tinds its logical conclusicn, its completed form in social
petriotipm. Now, &s in 1914, sozial democracy stands ready

to offer its services to the imuerizlist gcvernment, to per-
suade the workers to play the role of cannom fodder in the
coming werld war for the interests of their exploiters. This
Teadiness of the social demceracy for § new betrayal of the
workers is a living refutation of *the ccntention that soeial
cemocracy reformed itself or can be refcormed. The workers must
split away frem it. It must be exposed and crushed a8s. an en-
emy of the workers., '

; A 5till more dangerous obstacle in the path of the pro-
letarian revclution 'is the Third International. Al in the
case of the Second International, the cproertunism of the Third
International;..under the regime of btalin, beginning with the

~opportunist theory of "Socialism in one couwntryY, completed
its degeneraticn in its maneuvers with Frence and the League T
of Wations, and KEthiopia in soecial patriotism. Giving up the
BLarxian ides ~¥ the mermanent revolution, that is, the exten-
sion of tlic roviiution in one country to others replarcing it *
with military alliances with imperialist pcwers as a defense

for Hoviet Runsie, it calls tron its sectiocnsg in the imperi-

alist countries with vhich the Soviet Government allied itself,

to stand by their imperialist governments in the coming world

war. The Scviet Goverrment, under the Stalinist regime, became

an active participant in the League of Nations, controlled by
the‘all?ed British-French luperialism, preparing for and par-
Elclpat}ng 1ggﬁhe~cogiﬁg werld war on the side of British and
french imperiglism. ‘he Third Interrational plays the sgme role

.




of betrayal as played by Social democraey in 1914 and at the
present time, '

The social patriotism of the degenerated Third Interna-
tional must be exposed, its hold on the workers must be broken,
its influence Mmist be destroyed-in order to free the path to
the proletarien revolution, to achieve the task of turning the
imperialist war into civil war.

5 The Communist International, under the leadership of
Lenin and Trotsky, emphatically rejected "the opinion that the
workers could carry out a revclutionm without having an inde-
pendent political party of their o®m®. The International 4
Comnunist Le&ague, under the leadership of Trotsky, has deviated
from this fundémental principle. Starting form the correct
premises that hoth the Second and Third Internationals degen-
erated beyond the possibility of reform, continuing with the
equally correct ccnclusion that independent revolutionary par-
ties must be organized and a mew, Fourth Imternational should
be created, it made an ¢pportunist turn, liquidating its sec-
tions into the parties of the Second Internationsl, Unless
th}s opportunist turn, sylitting up the revolutionary forces
united in the ICL and confusing and alienating revolutiomary
forces outside of it, glso confusing leftward moving workers

in the Second and Third Internationals, is repudiated and cor-
rected the ICL cannot be an instrument for the building of the
Four@h Internaticnal and willface the danger of further degen-
eration.  In preparing ourselves for the great task in the com-.
(0g lmperlalist world war, we should combat emergetically both
internationelly and nations2lly this international policy of
liquidetion of revolutionary groups and parties into the Second
International. o :

6,‘ One of thg mgjor and mast urgent tasks for the Werkers
Party of the US is to arocuse the Americen working class to the
~ imminence of'tge danger of war, and for the defeat of American
imperialism in a war. It is the Fremch-British amd the Italism
imperialism that contends for colonial domination over Ethiopia.
But that Qoe@ ngt mean that American imperialism is not inter-
zsted in Ethiopia. Almost simultaneously with the enactment of
he neutrallty law ( which proclaims a temporary neutrality) it
came to.llght that British and Amerigan oil interests had ob-
tainéd important concessions from Bthiopia. In the light of
:hls Tact it is 1ndlspupable that the neutrality law was meant
B a cpver.for Preparations for the entrance of American im-
.perlgllsm 1gtq the conflict at the most opportune ﬁbment. Ex-
pansion, ga@ining control of markets and political domination
over colonial &nd semi-colomial peoples is @ vital need of
Amgrlcan lmperislism. It cannot stand aside and fold its arms
whlle imperialist groups are in mortal econflict for a re-divi-
sion of.the world. I% is only & question of time when milliomns
cf Ame?lcap workers will be called to arms to make the supreme
sacrifice in defense of the interests of the Americsn exploiters.
We must Prepare ourselves by building the WEUS zs the independ~
ent ?evolutlona?y varty of the Proletariat in the US; by com-
battlng bourgeois pacifism and the social patrioctism of the
Gommunlst‘anq Sogialist Parties and the SP orientation of the
ICL, by liquidating the SP orientation tendency in our party - -
eng by purging the Farty of social patriotic elements,




THESIS ON THE CONFLICT OVER ETHIOPIA

1. The present war 1S moving in the channels of the war

of 1914 - 191€, The war_in the Gran Chaco, the Jaganese‘lnf
vasion of L« churia and Yorth China, the conflict in Ethiopia-
these strupggles over colonies, semi-colonies, :Sources of the
meterials and narkets for the export of manufactured goods

and capital. As in the first stsges of the war of two decades
ago, the conflict may e Mocalized" for 8 time. But in the
end, war must involve all the imperialist powers. The world
is already divided among them, Consequently, adévantages 86-
cured by one imperialist pover cannot be balanced by the
acuisition of new colonies hitherto un-subjected, but must be
secured at the direct expense of one or more of the imperlalT
ist powers with far-reaching economic, political and strategic
advantages and disadvantzges respectively throughout the close-
1y knit fabric of world capitalist society. That-is the les-
son of the World War of 1914-1918 and the entire post-war per-
‘iod. The new war will be a world war.

2. . Today, the struggle of the imperialist powers centers
around Bthiopia. On all sides it is an imperialist struggle.
The principal powers.directly involved are the United States,
Great Britian, Italy and France. Others, like Belgium and
Japan, are directly concerned tut to a much lesser degree.On
the part of all the imperialist powers it is a struggle for
the untapped mineral and uncdeveloped agricultural resources
of the Country, and political and strategic advantages in the
struggle against rivals deriving from the possession and (or)
development of the Country's resources and exploitation of its
people. Any settlement, whether arrived at by so-called peace-
ful means or war, will constitute only the juridical formula
for the reccgnition of the "rights" of one or more of the pow-
~ers to exploit the wealth end people of Ethiopia in behalf of
imperialist - rofit. ‘

3 In the impberialist world no people, not 1iving in a re-
~yolutionary Soviet system, is free, whatever the form of iis
national government and its juridical status in international
1aw. -The Cubans are rnot "freer" than the Chinese, the Bgyp-
tians, the Algerisns or the Morcccans: The independence of
the Bthiopian people, is & myth. Millions live in slavery OF
feudal serfdom. The absolute menarchy is the oppressive ma ch-
ine of the landowning class. ILike the government of Chiang
Kai Shek, or any other colonial or semi—oolonial‘government,lt
is inescapably the agent of imperislism. It can be nothing
else. To all internts and purposes it has been the agent of
American imperialism. Tomorrow, 35 the result of changes 11
the relations cof forces among the imperialist powers, it my
become the agent -of another or other imperialist pouwers.That
is the source both of its strength and of its fatal weaknesS.
No other role is pessible for it. The struggle which it makes
for independence is at bobtom and at one and the same time a
struggle for the right tc sSuppress slaves and serfs -~tomoIrYOwW
proletarians - in the service of the ruling class, and_the~r1ght
fo gserve one imperielist power Trather than enother. The Li-
berals of the world range themselves on the side of Ethiopian
independence in the juridical semse and become the unconscious
or hypocritical:agents of imperialism. L
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4. ° Americen impetialiam began to penetrate Ethiopia in
1903. In 1916, the present incurbemt of the throne overthrew
his predecessor and necare Pegeni. ZLater he was groﬁned.ﬂls
policy frow: the beginnirng of his reign has been distincly pro-
Lmericen, cuimincting ir iy, 1927, in generous offers t&
American capital tc estailish vast pisntations. In Novem?er,
i¢27, the J.C. Wiite Crrstructior Company vwas given the right
tc btuild a huge dem scroce Luve Tsena, neadquarters of the

‘Blue Nile, Still lster, Sturdard Cil Tecame actively inter-

ested and secured the erorncws -~crcession te mere than half
of the wealth of the countryv, whish the State Pepartment can-
celled for diplomatic and political ressens,The process of
"penetrating" Ethicpia has teen carefully slow with the re-
sult that the present develcrments find American imperialism
Without a well-established Tase there. ’

: : The axis of American imperialisr is her world-wide strug-
.glé against British Imperizlism. The menceurvres in BEthiopia
were a phase of Lmerican imperialism's attempt to establish 3
kase on tize Africen continent, of which the Liberian episode
was another rhase. - Ih the latter case, the motive was to

break Eritisr?!s world momopcly in Tukter; in the former it 1is
oll and otl.er eccrormic corsiderctiong, and strategic consid~

~erations in conrectiorn with British possessicnsin Africa.And

a8lso India! For, some day, the Americer imperisiist cclossus
must strike at thaet giext Achilles heel of the Rritish Empire.

5. British imperislist interest is the chverse side cf the
Same medal. American owned oil piped to the Red Sea Coast
would rival the Mescpctamier oil fields. Control ofFThiopia
by America would establish a2 powerful and dangerous Americarn
base in the heert of Iritish reossessicns in Africg gnd threat-
en British Somaliland from tne réar, exdarngering gritish con-
trol of the Red Sez. American control of Lake Tsana would
Place at the mercy of British imperialism's greatest rival the
very life of Egypt end the Anglo-Egyrtign Sudan. '

6. Italisr imperislist interest arises from her imperative
necessity to ettemrt escare at all costs from the unbearzble
agony of the crisis which wracks her, which her narrow base
makes extraordirarily scute ard which threaters to culminate
in Internal social convulsions. H4r objective is to seize
Bihiopia, which is the hinterlsnd of the sterile colonies on
the Red Sea and Indian Ocean, withnut which they cannot be
made profitoble, connect the Eritrean and Italian Scmaliland
colonies in a profitable Afriean ewrire of her owm,wwith ob- .
vVious strategic asdvantsges for further struggles against all
her imperialist -Tivalsay - ‘ : .-

Italiar success in Ethiopie would present British imperi-
alism with substantially the same dangers as does American en-
trenchment theve. In addition, trhe hrutel course of Italilian
imperialism threstens to arouse the colonisl peoples of the
earth and striXkes thus, even if indirectly, at the very heart
of British "civilintion" and Frerch, Hence, the great alarm
of British imperialism and her stuhborn resistance.

" But while Italian success would thresten British Imperii-
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alism it could be achieved only by liguidating American in-
fluence in Ethinnia and destroyirg cr greatly limiting her
8till tenunus bose there Cernseguently, the intersis of the
great imperislist rivels, Britair and the United States,coin-
cide temporerily =t the woint of cppesition to Italian aggres-—
sdoin, end 15 eXpreesed in, emeng ctnor things, the joint cred-
it blockade of Italy. T.cre it, houever, 8 @istinet tlendency
ir British policy tc "ceaw rinise" with Italy bty giving ltaly

@ small shere of what rhe cermcand: - at the expease of Ameri-
can impericlist irnteressts.

7. French imperislist irtercet rovclves around her strug-
gle to preserve her hegemony on the IZureorcarn corntinent jmain-
tain her colcnial empire ané woaken her rivals. French im-
periclism would nct be aéverse tc limited Italian aggrandize-
ment ir Bthiopiz at the expensc of the intefests of British
and Arerisun imperislism, Fut cpen support of ltalian ag-
gression would ertail thz less cof Rritish support againat
Gerwan imperialist expansicn ir Furcpe. Micreover, the reper-
cussicns of Italian cggression ir Africa ir her oWn ¢olonies
and on the tensd clavs relatiorskips ir France make céution
necessary for tie CGallic uerimengers.

-3
. On the cther hznd, cpén cprosition te Italien imperial-~
ism will involve loss of Ttalien surpert ir Astria against
German capitalism ond risl the same ccnsequences involved imn
support cf Tizlisn aggrescion. A stunning defeat for Italy
either diplomt tically or in the fielé cf battle weould threat-
en Itelicn capitalism frem within the revoluticn with incal-
culehle repercussions in Europe and throfight the world.

ies

‘ Thus, the whole of French strategy and diplcmacy 1 e
in #voiding a conflict mcw end msking the cholce.bgtween 1ia-
liar and Dritish impcrialism. Her suppcrt of Britian ggosinst

Jtaly is mcre apparent than resl. 'The essence of her concili-

ation lies in sitempts to “reconcile" Fritiesn and Ltaly by
joint pressure on Italy and resirain of Pritian, with advant-
ages to nerself at ihe expense of the Urited States. The
terms offered tec Italy giver ner & share of what she demands,
gives Britéin and France the decisive influence in Ethiopia
through the League of Nations and preclically wipes out the
influence and hold of the United Stales.

8. A1l the imperislist powers arc preparing feverishly for
war,hypocritically mesking their ~reril metives with the nob-
lest and most altrulstic motives, tehind the ccver of which
they are trying to srause a grect wave of chauvinist sentiment.
Italian imperialism hes the most difficult job of all. As
with fapanese impesrielism in Jeunrhuris, so Itelian imperial-
ism is forced, on nein of 1he direst internal congeguences ?o
challenge the treaties she has signecd and the League of Nations
and risk even the military cppesitien of her rivals. Conse-
quently, the professéd aims of Italian imperialism are the
r.oblest: the 2bclition of slavery wnd lhe civilization of
Ethiopia.

with the juridical

British imperialist interesti ceoincide :
tic and moral

formulad of the League cf Naticns. The dirlema
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advantages which sccrue to her are enormous. One of the most
importart is that she is atle to cenallZe the p33510na§e desire
of tne Brglish workers fcr geacs into support of sencticns and
ever irperialist wer in the interests <f peace! A%t the same
tirme tlat mritiss fi-l.ts isr tihe cacredness of the League
covenznt it sernde ol 00 trcors in & “unitive! expedition

B ainhiot the vwomad trices oo <iie northwest frontier cf India,
with the suppoert of “ritici Isbord

French imverialism is schieving lhe miracle of making
mer trescherous cencilisticn ceincidc Tith the juridicel
fornulee cf the League of iaticns, tinus noiog eosier the work
of the coecial patriots cf the Seccrd and Thiv. Interraticnals,
2nd the work of the revoluticnsry ksrxists much more diffi-
cult. Lritish hypocrisy is Tlunt end thicky the Gallie,
subtle and skillful. '

‘The Urited States has acovted a fcrmal policy of neu-
trality. Neutraliiy in a grest ccrflict is impossible for
any imperialist pover, least cf =1l the United 3tetes, which
has gigantliv stakes in every ccrner of the globe. MNoreover,
ine stuch ag neutrelity i undcretcod to mean no positive ac-
tion, it is erntirely micleudirg. Teliterate iraction is as much
intervention in & cituniicn cr cenelf of cne or more contest-
ants os i positive celiru. TPurthermore, the United Stetes
is not iractive in teholf of its interests, Through Colson,
chief adviser to ibke Bikricpirwn monnrchy, American imperizlism
stiffens Bthicpinn resistince, Aemanding that, as in the
Gran Chaco, other pecplcs fizkt its battles. At the sanme
time, American diplomacy behiné *he sceres, ond thé autherit
ative cepitul press, demsnd firmness on the part of Rritian
against Italy and French sugnert of Britian

This cynical dcutle nockkeeping enatbles the United
Stetes imperialists tc draw Tenind them the werkers of t;e
country tho want peace and cleak their gigantic prejarations
for war, by vlicving cn their ncticnelist jsolationist prejudices
It alsc enakles the lynchers' gevernment to erlist the sup-
pert of the K¥oegroes in the Urited Staztes end her semi-colcrnies,
whose recizal sympathies are excitcé tc Tever pitch. This
capitolist crovagu.rdas cenalizes the revelutiontry petentiali-
ties of the Negro workers and sharecrcprers irte the utopian
movements for salvation ir an African homelend cf the order
of Palestine, Garveyisk hus experienced a tremendous rise.

"Feutrality" is a pari of ti.e clever policy of American
imperialism of "non-interfererce! ir the colenial werld:abro-
getioi: ¢f the Flutt anendment; "freedcm" to the Fhilippines;
withdrawal of merines from Eeiti, ete.; while it attempts to
festen more sccurely on the recks of the Latin-American and
other colonizl ‘peoples the voke of its explcitation by means
of iuvestments, treaties and trade and indirect but absolute
ciﬂt§01 of "free! gemi-colenisl gevernments (Cuba, YWicaragua,
CTCs )

Feutrelity is necessary for American imperielism fer
vet another reason. Fost-wer histery has richly demonsirated
that alliasnces amcng the imperislist powers and groupings are




tenuous, uncertain and treacherous bargains. Each new import-~
ant develoyment las breught socut now regroupments among the
imperislis@ pCviers, new Judres-kicsed clliances. That 1is ?he
case nov. The United States must have a free hanéd tc strike
nev Swrgeins sccerding to tle shifting winds cf her fortunes,
S ould France succecd in riecrciling britien and Italy at the
expense of the Uritec Stcizs, c¢r ‘hewld the Lion of Judah find
it necessary, in ¢sfensge ~f tho wiuse rights and pesition Qf
his class, tc bvetray the Pirctecticn® of American imprerialism
for that of anntrer pover Arericen ipperizlism might have to
execute a ‘tacticcl shift in its pclicy erd curport Italian
ambiticns sgainst decisive Francc-Fritisk Zmrericlist centrol
in Bthiopis. The policy of neulrelity woole corpit it ﬁo rmalke
this shift without great lccs of yrestige amcng, oF registance
bym the btulk of the Americarn rasses,

9. Tiie Spv¥iet Union, in the hands cf the Stalinist Bur-
‘eaucracy, hgs rarged itecelf cn the side of the French and
British impericlists €s a, result of its policy of seeking

to meintain the uvtatus quo. Al the sare time, as ancther
thoase of the sume polivy, 1%, condemns 28 oppenents of peace the
oppressed raticual mircrities of Furope., Tomerrov, it must
openly extend this renctiorzry imyerizlist attitude to the
colonies. In effect, il hr. dene sc nlready by its support
of the ceause of Fres . snd Pritish imperialism in this con-
flict. The troschersy cf ftrlinism coincides with the juridi-
cal Tormulee of the Tesgus of Totions.

10., The pacifists of 211

nades clamor for peace and revedl
gairst imperielist wer. Their

. their impotence to struggle =
opposition to Italian 2ggression cn the bamig of humanitari-
an sentiments mekes them the agents of American, French;
Eritish, or other imperialist jpovers.

, Their resistance o Italicr imrerialism bhoila down to
this: that they defend the susred "right" of the Ethiopian
people to be oppressed by tie merarchy and BY American or
French or British imperialiem sy ever by Italiem imperialism,
but they deny to imperilaism - teday, Italiadn imperialism -
?he "right" tc consuer this first sacred "right" by military

orce. ’ .

11. Defernse, including military resistarce, against imperi-
alist aggression, is the elemerntary rignht &rd duly of any people
or race. ZXuit it can becarried tc a successful conclusion

only if it is @ revolutionary defense cdirected against all
imperialist and all iheir egents. Ir Ethiopia that includes

the monarchy ernd tie landovwrnipg clasc.

~ The morarchy can be srn lly in the struggle ageinst im-
perialism, bu* it cannot leai the struggle through to the end.
To defeat aggression it must cvcuss the entire people including
the enslaved. At the point ot vhich the struggle for freedom

‘Tegins to turn agairst the memarchy &nd the class of which it
is the representatvive, the lotter will seek suppcrt among the
imperialists a8gaingt its cwn people. Reveolutionery defense a-

- gainst imperialism wmust proceed thrcugh the channels of accent-

uating the class siruggle in Ethiopia,; preparing for the over-




throw of slavery, serfdom,-and the monsrchy.

12, It is & luw cof the Terranert Revciuticn thet only the
prolesuriat can lced this siruggle to & victorious ccnclusion
Lv uniting benind it 211 the cypressec; in thhe end, ageinst
all the orpressors.Iazt s=xpiies tc the entiTe world in the inm-
perialist c.och, moether-irpericlict #nd cclonial countries

as well.

>

gustry of conse-
15 Ices ithet

Y 1 ot at ail.
2 ¢f an Fthicrian proletesriat
thie world prcletariat. We can-
not predict the form which irnterveniicn of the world pro-
letariat will take, the gecog nical point of origin, nor the
national section of it which will cirectly assist the BEthio-
pians to emencipote themselves sid indugtrinlize their country.
These things ceperd uporn worid developments and the progress
of the world revolution. ‘

P

But in Ethiopia il
gquence 8nd only the rudin
signify that the Fermanerei
It signifies that in the
e tosk Sevelves directls
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13. To~Cay, the kov to # len

tion of the world proletz=iu* aceinst jnperialism, rarticularly
the Italirn snd Prench sga.rnci *icir own bourgeoisie, and the
support of the opirrsssed peoples of sdurial Africa and the
werld, The main allv the £ihiopisns have ageirst Italisn im-
periclist sgprossion srd for frecdcr frewm 11 oppressicr and
exploitaticn, is and can only be the werld rrcletariat. But
the‘polcnial masses of Africa, Asia ané¢ 177 r America, can
Sﬁr%ﬁe vowerful blows in defense cf the Eiricpian reople, for
their libexstion, by struggling fcr their our freedom. Im=
perialism sits orn a volcano. It can ené must e klown off,

4. KWeither the Sccornd ncr the Third Irnternationmals can or-
ganize the internationzl wcrking class boycett of Italy, lead
the struggle for the defence of Ethioria, the liberation of its
Pecple? the freecorm of tuec colonial pecpleg and the overthrow
Of capitalism. They have gone cver tc Lhe bourgecisie against
the proleterict and the cclorial reorles. Social patrictism

1s their officiel policy. Tiaey must be dzsircred.

th> Toycott -and concrete positive

must be cawrried through
tirnals. The struggle fecr

Foustd), Iaternational; which must

15, The corganizeation of
assictance to the Ethiocvian yeoilc
ageinst the Second and Taird I .
freedcm is the tesk of ths Foul

be built ir irrcconcilatle siwusole against sccial patriotism
end the mocisl patrictic crg ii0omg, The revolutionary
Vaxxists all ~ver the world muct plice in the very center of
their work snd egiteticn the right of the coloniadl peoples to
Cetermine their cwm existence, the revoluticnary overthrow of
eapitalism as the orly sciution for irperialist war ond free-
dom for oprressecd colcrial peogics, and pitilessly purge their
ranks of all those vho extend oer & 1ittle finger toward
social patriotisr. "A Saciziist® (read revcluticnary Marxist
today) "of any of tl.e crpressing nitions...who cces not re-
cognize and dres nct strupgle tor the right of oppréssed
rations to sell-determinaticnyyg,--.im in reality not a Social-

ist but @ chzuvicist." (Leninj.




1€. One of the most ipporient rcles inthis struggele falls
of necessity to ire Ttalinn proletarit vith the gupport of the
peesant mETLCS. Twe styotegr of <1 1talidn ;rcletariat must
Le the ctraotegy of Tenir: struggle in Itsly for the libera-
tico of Britres, scmalilerd, Ledeceness Isiands, Libya, mubl-
nies ir the aInmy, revolutlonexy daepfeatism, civil waT, goviets;
the digtetorsniv of tus Cooiohnld Unforiunately, there

i no Marxist party i. It - 2 orested. That 1s
fhe tasl of the Fourin 1o lists. vrfortunately, the
tiny chromosome ol thaot oLy, tie ltalien”section“of the
Internationel Cormurist Lezgvs k8 ericred the Jtelian Soci-
alist Farty tc fizht for crgenic writv o tae ST and (P. Ve
must tepin afain fiom the grovnd ur -~ {ris tize on Lenin's
lire - and vwe must work guickly.

a contral task

orr aad wars The
ales favorable

we French work-~

- On the French proleterist, tco,

ir the strurple ageinst imrerizlict OLITES
delicate situction of French jppevialisw ¢
opporturnitics for ire revolutionary ecti-n of t
ers. T'o interneticnal vogition cf its own 1ourgeoisie is O
0i the mogt imvortint fvclcrs in tne strategy cf the revolu-
ticnory interzotior2licls. Tpfortunilciy, in Frauces too,
there is no lorxiel Toriv, T ST ~nd4 OT nnve plece themselv-
es unreservedly ot tho poovien of The Tourgenisice. In France,
too, the Mpixist pert  wusc be crericd from the ground up a-

1
r

5}
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gainast tremendons cettoelon,. o F0IOLA erbyro of fhat prrty,
'he Frencn Gormmunist Icagae liguicatlad itself crganizationally
int> the SFIO on ihe eve of tne resest situation, and has
§1n3€_LUESHGG an opnortunist oeli in ths question of Ptuild-
ing tue Fourth Internationael, whica wrg vitiated ard is nul-
1ifving its attempt to comtet thkc =oc

. .ial patriotism of the
SFI0 erd CF, And, like ther, Tut for cifferent reasons, it
has feiled te roise sharply the cveation of the freedon of the
coloniss. - . .

The pcsition'cf nritisa i:periélism zlso crectes 0p-
portunitics for effecctive reverutiont Ty action. Eut he;egtoc,
there 1s 1o revoluticrary 1€YL . Twe Fritish Trodes Vn;on
Congress hes voted Tor senetions, thet 103 for war against the
eivols of Dritich imevialism. Tbe leabor Ferty has also voted
for sanctions. The reurth 1nternatinna1ists are &ispersed 1n
the ILP @od tue Labox Fartyv. In Frglard as in Italy, Ve must
besin to create tne revolutionsry parly 1rch the ground up.
17. in the Urited States, Ve nheve the Workels Earty,.Which
rust LOES «8 ity rwain task, 1n corneaticn with the conflict
over Bthiopis, tre struggple cof the pecples of Latin America,
the Teet Irdies, tnuc Trilippinec, waveii, Diterid and Ethiopia
for the right to determine their own existernce free from in-
terwention in ony form oF graye ty the United Statés. And,
ebove all, we must pose in the vervcester cf all oux work

ond sgitatisn, the stfugmie of ipe irubly expleited and Fer-
secuted egro rece in our oan scuntry for ecuality and free-
fom. The struggle fof tie froetem of the colenies would Te

a hypocritical mockory of LETXiim and the Parmanent Revoluticon
if we Adid rot struggle for the iivevation of {ne Fegroes in

he Urited Staicss - At the €307 tige, it i necessarly to sherp-
on the struggle sgrirst all forms ora egents of oppofltunisan,
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perticnlarly the itrade urion bureauerats, which is preparing

te lead the crgsenized werkers into the wer on the side of A~
erican irrericlism,

weans we rust rut on the agenda of
mevenent for the Fe v"t“ Irternational,
J sticng - ef the American Revoe-

:’ch LON(
the Fasty o

the grezt

iution - & £ . © tre Iotip Aﬁcrzc?n revoiution;
gpeed the WuVCI'ﬂ” ¥ re ¥Feovil lnterpsticonal in the western
hcwis;helc th;cuh} ite contrelivsiicg Ly En 3Ltcrnuylaﬁq} con-
ference, a Cenpulisn fan T ryvgnrerisy of Agerican imperi-
alism and its agents in the wers ting elads, anrd reveal itks role
in tha colorial werld aré ﬁvq Ftaicrian confTlict pné its besti-

1tkwn its own Porders, @ merci-
1Cun‘,uV‘t€m&tlc-ﬁ”r cpeinst thx Second .end Trird Inteinaticnals
and thois American. 1rOtCthPu arourc: t”Q iscsue of social ra-
~triotisr and the eoloniul questirn; a rnference in the United
Strtes agoinst inrerialict.war and ‘soc 1ﬁl natriotism to initi-
ate united frent setion to orgenirzrc a beyectt against Italien
imperialisa: give conmorete 2id to Tthiopian resistance. In
this Wy, vie can exte ent. tue Tas> of thne Farty generally and
drong I'egrolviorkers ir joriicuvlur end irprove the revolution

ary quality. of "tiie Tariy, R

el suphression. of the Wegroes

IEFT «TaC W¥US

» e e e

Octaber, 1935; . -
R R N N A RN S S
Frar FERFFFHFEF LA AFF T
Motions-'

T: ‘In.view of the irmediate. tuleatening irperielist war
the VDrke“s Party Flenur gees o record favoring the immediate
calling ‘of an intetrn 1mtional LLn$elenbe»to fifpht against war eng
SOClul pﬂtrlotlrh._ ‘ .

‘v;-.,\ “2“ G thc av—'iou‘tljn p"f’ Ii;i‘: 1“ OI Qﬁﬁl t}'ls.. Ijenum v lll wire
» Centoet Cormittee Tor iLe Fourta Ifternatiomal(copies teo-all

Teft §rouns ) grorosiiig thal they errvance io H#ve therevoluticn-

ary grougs in Frence which orjpcse Sccict Patriotism ané stand

on the defeatict positicn te ioie the iritiative ard call the

1nte;mat1unal cerfererce. , ' o

4. Wo propose tie.ccnfeverce he held in Faris,Nov.lst 1637

4. Tha% the call Fe sort to «11 werking c¢laads organiza-
tions with special emphasis on tl.c grovrs arg-parties vhich have
adopted the position of tire Fourth I.:teriiational ; and second for
the grours ang rearties thict mave yeoiectel the 3Jecond and Third
Internat:onaluﬁ-ﬂﬂﬂ gtand te tle.lelt of these twe Internaticnals,

Do Buch @ hCPf’“LFC& is reeded gt once tos
a. Prepare ccreratle toveott of Italy and to give

ralerial &id to the I t*lODl I masses.
b. To expose the irjeviclists and iheir agents ard
“to dreate w vullivies cventer for ibhe independernce

_— - of the working clasc from theimperizlist messters,

To sreed up lhe establisiment of tlie Fourth Inter-
rational by crystalizieg the revcelutionary forces

arcund tlhe decisive cuesciicns of thne day - War

ané Soeigl Tatrictism.

Fasky, Ochler, 3iamm, Streeter

(e}
»




PTHZ CENTRISY RLSOIUTION ON THE VAR QWESTION OF
T3 UPPRINCIZLUD CANIOH-MUSTE-TEBER BLOC,

(1) NMie cantrist oproriunist character of the line of the
leadershin of the Pacty o tho vital cusstion of the imperialist
war, whidh has alreaay bo-un with tac Italien invasion of
wthiopia, can be cloaily undosswood Ty considering their reso- <
lntion, publiched in the IH7 LILTLNT of Colober 5th, in counnec- '
tion with ours whieh thoy votel dowm u2nd rofused to publish in
the NIV MILITAN? (which we publieh in 1.is iszuc). 4 compari-
son of tho two resolutions will xihow tr2 ¢ ileirs is nothing but
a statement of goneralities. Thers ig no concrote esnalysis of
ths conflict from the point of view or 'ng intorcsts of btho
Toading 1,.0rialist oowoers, ceoociali taat of "our" owm bour- )
Teoisic. Consoquentiy, Lhoré is Lo diccussion or the new align-
ment amons the chiof imperialist poyore ana taneir savellites,
Which 18 toking rilaco asrourd tinc Litniorian confiict, which is vi- .
Tal for tuc policy of amarican imperislism end for thoe Amorican
revolutioncry MOvVemon us Our rToSolucion makcs a concrote analysis
of tho roics oxr 1tulirn, Prench, IEnglish end .Lmericen imporia-
ligm. ™ :
(2 There is 1o emalysis, discussion or & :uui~ont in the
bloc's resolution Oi ihe intereSt and rois cf Amecrican imperia-
1ism in this conilict. consequemtly, therc is no exposurs of, no
key with which To oxnoae concerately American imperialiem's "neu-
trality" and coionial policies. £nd as a result, the resolution
fails to define our tasks es ruvolubticnists in connection with
the strugslc.
Jv its total fsilurc to raisc to thoe center of politi-
cal propagonds aund action the struggle against the hypocritical
Mneutralivy and colonial policicsS oi American imporialism, tho
TeSo.ublon 187§ tho pasis tor & chauvinist policy. Failurs to ox-
POSC and 8 oruznlc omJinst the 'ncutrniity! policy ia failure to
combat tno wave of national caauvinism which the dmerican impo-
Tialist S8%otc 18 raising undor who scrocn of neuirality and
Fivos objuciive Support tp the sociai pebriots in tne labor
movoment Zoneralliy and in Lo Jdorkcrs Porty. Our rosolution lays
¥ho political bisSis zor o campaign vo oxposc the role of Amori-
can imperialism. :
(3) The bloc's ‘resolubion maiss no analysis of the class
structure end class struggle in Ethiopia in relation to the pre-
gsent conflict and its perspectives. TFrere is no analysis or dis-
cussion of the role of the cppressin~ _ endowning class and its i
Mexaecutive commitiee", the monarcny, -.com uthe point of view of
itS preSent temporary progressive roles &3 an aliy in the war of
. defense, and 1its past and womor.ow'sS treacherous ard reactionary .
Tole a8 agent OFf imperis.ivm. wue lescons of e Chinese Revolu-
tion, the laws oi vie Fermaneut .evoliubion in the colonial sphers
are erased - by omissica, ohe resolution's defense orf Ethiopia in
Thig vital sector o- the intermational proleterisn revolution is, ]
Therefore, indistinzu.shable from tns "defenge” o outraged hu- ]
manitar Lannism, Pourge0is liberaiism, &nd Jogro navionalism. The ]
TeSolution Tells to lay a vasis for gombatting the great wave of ]
national chauvinism which is sweecping the Negro messos of this
country and which enables the lynchers! government to draw the
¥egro masses behind it, thus faciliteting its wer preparations,
This failurc is, of course, o roflsction of the oprortunist
policy of the loadership of the Paurty in avoiding a solution of




CPNTRIST RESOLUTION ON WAR QUESTION =<~

the Negro question and attacking ike Left Wing which advanced ons
in thoory and practico. cur ottampt to put tho Nogro question on
thg agonda of ftarve Plipwas wis blcckod by tke nannon-Tebor-Musto
forcos, Our resolution, whicn coneretizes thu lossSons of the Chi-
noso Rovoluticn in terns of “ho “4hioni.n conflict, was votod
dovn by the bhloc,
(4) Tho contrist chericuor oL Wl ~cop 1nt ion cppears cloarly
in the quoation of rovolutions vy acigitlisla rhe words thomsclvos
wro not vsod in toe rasoluticy of iho DiOC. Sur resojution stateos
Tho Teniris b concept clcarly. Tais T ~ righly significnt fact.
I+ is nocossary bto bear in miné thet we cre neot dircussing an ar-
ticle for popular consumptiog.which.might reouire simple Englishe.
®yen in that case one should think twice bofore using gsubstitutes
for the clasgic torminology of Marrism. Tha full g ignificance of
this omission can he roalizod only when it 13 undoerstood that
what i8S involived 19 a rosolution which should sesx ovory means to
mekc itn ideas cloar. Tho sg5ablicncd memos and terms arc not
tho gmallest cesct in tuis roersel. Teilure to uso thom con mofn
only a condession to backviard ;r,judico,'which in reality is the
s “irat etop, in an atteck on the

first stop, or cmi bocoms {9 di
iden itsclf. .

That is thae onse wWith tnis resolution. To concopt it-
golf a8 o clowrly dofinad idon is missing. 20Crc 2¥C formulations -
ThToh oz Do irtor,rotod to imply the idor, Tt tacSc formuld-

TTons orn niSo Do i tooprotod ogainst Thu 19, 2n SLort, wo have
T56 Evpicnliy coutrish formiifice T Tow ouoLovions Lrom the reso-
Toiion Will 1AEC it clenr: "Tho Wer. calls for tho defonse of the
Ethiopinn ploples ogoinst Italion sggrossicn, for tne dofcnse of
tho US32, for vnremitting stmegpls against ths coming imporialist
qar. Bus Tor this dofcnsc ound 1his strugele, the W.P. calls at’
tho samo timo Zor the Solc meomn® DY whien thoy cen be, in fact,
conductod: for tho indepenGen i nd MulONOMOUS action of the work-
ing elasgs - - -~ = It ig tro indupondont senctiocns of tho working
clnos, i%s own toyootts, ctrikes, dcrensc funds, mass demonstro~
tions, thot car aid iho hottlne of Lho Ethiopien peoplos ~ = -~ -
for the dofense. of tho USLHI and tan struggle aguinst the ap-
proaching world war, it is onlly a3 indepcndont action of the
working clasa togothér witih 168 pliics andor iss leadcrship which
cives hope to trhe working snd oxplc sed moeses - o struggle not °
in eccllaborntion wivh the hoursecisie throvgh the nniional stato,
but in over shnrpes cttock mghirst e bourgeoicio end tho
naticnal stato. ThHo etrusels g drss 9iy - - = = i3 an integral
part of tho rovolutionary gtra:s i.» o-usiors?! powor. Tho
struggle against~inpcrixiist yeT moon® the aay by day building

of working closs gtrongth, moans ho intonsification of
elags conflich snd tho proparaticn To turn tho imporiclist war
into o eivil wor fo¥ the overtures o the bourgocis gtote and

tho vietory of tho workors." (¥mphosis in tho original).

, Compnre thaso forrmlasi cns i th the praciso words of
Lonin: "Revolution im war timg iE oivil wore. Toons formation of
war between govornnoute into civil wor is, on 1Lo 249 hand , fa-
cilitotod by military roversos (1dofocts?) of tho goyommonts;
on tha other nond, i iS impessibla to sgrive in practico to-
wrerds sueh o ey gfornobion witnout ot tho sans +3i a0 working to-
wards military dofeat. Tho tslogon! of defeat - ~ - -~ al onc
means o consistent appcal tc rovolubicnory setion agoinst one's
own gevermuoent in war tinc." (Lerin's cmphosis)e This is clear




CENTAIST RTSOLUTION ON WAR QUESTION -3-

enough and is o snificiont denenscraticon of the gontrist charac-
ter of tle rasclubticn,.

Ths Ffomuletione of tha rosclulicn nerk g devolepmont
to the rignt in tho ousan in it of tho struggls ogelinst
poTinais b winre Combrast hao 2w fwial arbizuity of tho resolu-
tion witlh the dwrmuletion o _ Inpeticn of Principles of
tho Parhy: "Undor no clrewsinnctu, <ill tho Vel. aive ony sup-.
mort, directly or imniircetly, to uny war conuctadl Ty tho capil-
Lalist goverunent of the U.3. On t.o ecntrry, it will actively

-

eht auch A wor andéd Woriks not for the Tvicglyoo! oF Wha ctpltn~-
e
)

L

SOV OTPIi0L v L i, iLs «ofonte”

5 0Gtobor 18uuc oF tho NIV INTERIALICH L formmulatos
tho quofiicon correctly. In the article oun tae Etniorian ques-
4icn thore ic to bo found the fellcwing corrsct iden: "Dofeat-
isri, that ig: the wrk for tho dorcatl of their owa govorimant
and thoroby the proparaticn fcr ¢cruverting the imperialist wn
inte F38 oivil war - taocre lios the task of the Itniian prole-
tariat - = ~ =o" (Qur oupkrnle), It is writton from tho peint of
viow oF tho tacks of tho Itniitn pwelotnriat, Put 1t is cqually
valid for tho tashe of ihe intoraniticaal prolotariat im cll the
imporialibt countil w8 whon ShoT Doc o pelligaronts in iupetria-

S

1ist wars, coloninl oxpoditliong, olc. IV zpplice, of course, to
the Amorican preolotarint, o

That is 9sid ia ihe orticlo is uot suid in tho rosoln-
tion, Hew oxplisin it? Dwaes it nev Aigprove our criticisn? Nel
Paradoxiocnlly enough, it proves whet o suye Tie article was
written in Puric by a forcign conrwde in Soptantbor bofors war
broke out. Tie resoiubtion was written by an American comrade in
Now York after war broke out. GeH.D. '
{5) In.oue other gquestion the resolution reveals its cen-~
+1i st oharacter. The roscluticn concludes with tnis entirely
correct idea: "The striggle sgeinst imperialist war is the
struggle for sociwlism, Uho sirugsie for socialisn 1is the
struggle for the Rourth Inbermztionci, fer the world revolu-~
tion.” This is gonerally and corrocily mudersiood to meun new
‘partiss in tho canitalist countrics, Bub in tne gaction which
iiscussos tno rolation of tae USSR bo tue imponding werld war
drews ouly this conclusion: "The siruggic age’ Lt imperialist
Wwar requires the constunt expoeurs oi the forsism policy of
tplinisme" Thie ic correct. But it ie not omcrgT. Lle Tesolu-
tion avoids tlic gquestion of & mew Morxic ¢ paruy 14 e owoviat
Union. This gvasion 18 oriy @ coni.nuation of tho policy of
ovading that gusetion which ig & concessicn on tho part of the
Cannon ieadsrshin to risht wing ond soni-~Stalinist e¢lemomts in’
the Party, wno cre.oppocod to that iden, againgt thoe Left wing,
which fias boon fisuting for ite Tant is vhy ti.orc nas boen no
propagande in the Peorty presi dor o now party in the Soviot
Unione
(6) The rosointion &8 o wholo 1ays o thooretieal base for
the: opportunie t line wnich the Farsy rrocs haos rrosoented end
will now continua to advrrcs. Tho ccntrict charscter of the
rosolubion ean bo fully rpprociated cnly vhon studicd in the
1light of tho lino prosomted in tho Eorty pross. -

Lot ue toko first the NEW INTERWATIONAL, the thecoro-

o
L




THI CENTRISY RESOIUTION ON THE VAR JWDSTION OF
013 UPPAINCIZTSD CANION-MUSTE-7EBER BLOC.

(1) The centrist opproriunist character of the line of the
leadershin of the Pacty o tho vital cucsstion of the imporialist
war, whisi bas alreany ba-un with tae Italien invasion of
wthiopia, casn be cloawrly unéosswood by cousidering their reso-
lution, publiched in the IZ7 LILTWLND of Cetober 5th, in connec-
tion with ours which tioy voted dowa and ruvfused to publish in
the NIV MILITAND (which wo puilieh in tlis ismeo). A compari-
son of tho two resolutionse will &how ts2 ¢ tlheirs is nothing but
a statement of goneralities. Thers ig no concrote enalysis of
tha conflict from the point of view of mo intorcsts of bho
Toading ili,orialist oowors, ceoociali; taat of "our” owm bour-—
Tcoisio. Conscquentiy, LHorc is xo Gizcussion ol the new align-
mont emons the chiof imporislist powoye enu taeir savollites,
which 18 baking rlaco saround tinc Liniorpian confiict, which is vi-
Tal Tor tuo policy of amorican imperielism snd for tho Amoricen
TGVOLUL1ONery MOVComon e OUT ToSoiucion makcs o conmerote analysis
oF tho roles ot Itulimm, Prench, BEnzlish and .Lmerican imporia-

ligm. ™

(23 Phere is 1o analysis, discussion or grixiont in the
bloc!s resolution 0% ihe interest and role of Amcrican imperia—
1ism in this conilict. Concequemdtly, there is no exposurse of, no
key witn which Fo exnose concrately American imperialiem's "neu-
trality" and colionial policies. &nd as & result, the resolution
fails to define our tasks es revolubicnists in connection with
the strugric. _

Dy its total fsilurc to raisc to the center of politi-
cal propagerndz and acvion the strugsic against the hypocritical
Theutralivy | ant colonial policicS oi Americen imporialism, tho
Toso.ubtion 1678 tho pasiS for & chauvinist policy. Failurg to oX-
Yosc and 8 orugnlc osainst tie 'meuteniity" policy I8 feilure to
combat 4no wave oFf national caauvinign which tho Amorican impo-
Tialist 85050 18 roising undor “he scroen ox nouvrality and
£1v05 objucilive Support to tho socini pobriots in tnc labor
movomont gondrally one in Lo Jorkors Porty. Our rosSolution leys
Tho political basis ror & compaign vo oxposc the role of Amori-
can imperialism. :

(3) The bloc's resolution makes no analysis of the class
Structure end class struggle in Ethiopia in relation to the pre-
sent conflict and its perspectives. Tiere is no analysis or dis-
cussion of the role of the cppressin® " endowning clasSs and its
Mexecutive committes”, Lthe monurcny, -comn the point of view of
Its preSent temporary progressive role &3 an aliy in the war of
. defense, and 1ts past and vomoryow!s treacherous ard reactionary
Tole &8 agent oFf imperia.ivm., ~ue lescons of tas Chinese Revolu-

Tion, the laws 0i tie Fermanent evoiubtion in vhe colonial sphere
are erased - Dy omisgsica. Whe resolution's cefense of Ethiopia in
This vital seotor o- the international proleteri n revolutvion is,
Therefore, indislinsuisnable from tos "dezenmse o outraged hu-
manitarianism, POUrgeols liberaiisSm, end HOKYO nagbionslism. The
Tesolution Tfails to lay a basis for gombatting the great wave of
national chauvinism which is sweoping the Hegro megssos of this
country and which enables the lynchers! government to draw the
Neogro masses behind it, thus facilitating its war prepar2tions.
This failurc is, of course, o reflsction of the oprortunist
policy of the loadership of the Purty in avoiding a solution of
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which is preparing

perticnlnariv the trade union bureauerats,
or. the side of Am-

te lead the crganized workers inte the war
erican irmrericliosm,

15. foneretels, fisv meons we rust rut_on the agenda of

the Farty an? ths crti=- meverent for the Feurth Irternational,
the grest unsrlvec tanorctizsl ~ucstione of the American Revo-
iution = tis ITe; oot oo {re Lotaip American révqlutian;
speed tlie movement {fre the ¥Foovil Interpsticnal ia the western
hemisplhiere through its ¢ redicatica 1y 2n intermatiana} con-
ference, a cempulpn to Fygncrisy of Agerican imperi-
alism ard its egenrts i ihe worsing clailsy and reveal 1%s rolg
in the colorial werld ard tic Ethiicyian coaflict or¢ its besti-
@l suppression. of the Wegroes within its own Porders, @ mercl-

L leng&, uystenatic war cgainst thc Second .znd Trivrd Intewrnationals
and thﬁir'AaériCanHpratctypes,arcuné?the issue of social pa-
triotism and the coloniul questirn; a scnfercnce in the United
‘Stetes sgoinst imyerialict.ver and sccial ~atriotism to initi-~
ate united frernt sction tc organizc a bcycobi against Italian
“impericlisa- pive conorete wid tc Zthiopian resistance, In

this wey, we can extenc itac fasz of the Fartly generally and
emong Tegro workers isr jeriicrler end ipprove the revolution-
ary quulity. of "tiie Yariz. : R

Octaber, 1435:

gouor o uoe o Lo
FEF O FEAFFFFEGFT

Motion:~" .- . ]
- 1. -In view of fthe immediate thveatening irperielist war
the Workers Party Flenum goes na record favoring the imrediate
calling ‘of -en international ccnference’to Tifht against war end
social patriotirm.. . . L
vet 2, Oa the adoption of this rropaosal the Tlenumw will wire
.5 Ceontaet Cormiittee fTor iYe Peurtn Irternational(copies to all
lef't groups) prorosiig that they errange {0 h#&ve therevoluticn-
ary groups in Frence which ojvncse Sceitl Fatristism and stand

on the defeatict positicn to inike the initiative and call the

inteinational confeferce. L ,
: 3., Wz yropose the.confeverce he held in Faris,Nov.lst,13%

. 4. That the call Fe sort to «11 werking clads organiza-
tions with syecial emphasis on tle erovys ardg-parties which have
adopted the position of tre Feurth J.-teriational, and second for
the grouvs and perties tirt hwve rojeciei the Jecond and Third

Internationals, znd =tand te tre.let of these tvwe Internatiocnals.

5. Buck @ ecnfercrce is reezed at once tow -

a. Prepare ccrerete toveott of Italy and to give
material «id to the Ilifiopianr masses. .

. To expose the iryerciclists and iheir agents ard
to create u rulliiyvios center for ihe "independence
of the workinp clasc from theimprerielist mesters,
To speed up the establisiument of 128 Fourth Intexr-
national by crystaliziecg the revelutionary forces
arcund the @dscisive cuestions of tne day - War
ant Socizl Yatrictism.

-

tasky, COchler, Stamm, Streeter

T
R e




CWITKIST RESOLUTION ON WAR QUESTION -4-

tical organ of tho vsmclubiopnarr Merxist, Fourtoe Irternetiondlist
foren in Sue United statzs. The Ethionisn qunetlirn hat boen on
the agenda ¢f world polities a3 o buvning issuo zines Fobruary.
Tu thoco oight mortns the HEW INTEINATICNAL has cerrioed only two
crticlos, omc written in Tebruary was publistod in the Moy issue
ond one writton irn Sarhombor ocpnonra ir tho Getober issuel Both

vera writton by foraifm comraden. Tas Torters Tarty hes written
- nothing itsolf on the ikooretie i ST u. :

' The T1rot ariicle, wriotca o o monbher of the Intor-
noticnal Secrstoriat of the Inbomnsticnol Commuanist Lecguo, ad-
veneod tho following thesss, waiich are not related to ocach cthor:
(1) "= - - - the nud of tae proscnt ewflict must e scught - - -
in tho compotition of thoue variovs newors (Frauce, Zngland,
Italy) in uesuring themeslwves the seliztre of Ethiopian rascurces;
(2) the conilict ovor Bthiuvpin ie primorily & phaeo of tho
"Anglo-Nipnonose commcreinl abtrugsls on tho worla merkot." The
guthor raifes o guosticn o8 to whotlier Italy is not acting «s an
ingtrument to oxocuts tiio Angl.~Ironck-Italisn treaty of 190671
Le gpesks of tho "onorsticne snifeh Italian TFascicm has undor-
taken" with tho compiicibtr ¢f Fumce pnd Ingdmd"il Thero is'no
corroction of this Letallr falsce sualirsis in any latosr issue, not
aven in the erticle in thn Celnbor iscue. The rosoluticn likewise
fails to correct this small 2rioor bacnvso it mokos no concrets
analysis of ths cunfiict itesll in #riling to definc the stakes
and roles of the imporialiet noers.

mhae articlo in Shc Coetcker issua waves cgido entirely
the quoastion of the class gtruzds in Zthicpia in its relation
to *hoe precent conflict: "It is not, in truth, o guestion of tho
Ethiopian slave tracce nor of the sbefal struciure of this feudal
monarchy." That is to sar, it is not & question Tor tkoss who
have turned their bocks on the colonial revolniic.: »nd the Per-
manert Revolution. But for the slaves and serfs i Ethiopia, who
are struggliang for freedom end must confront the moncrchv to-
morrow awi it3 inevitable treachery, and for revolutionery inter-
nation2lists all ovo. the world it is a very rssl and important
question, in truth. : '

The author of thig articls is worthy %o be the cuthor of
tho resolution. With unrufflod compnsure ard criminally Dbad
judgment lhie wrote (in Parisl!) in Scptcaper: "Thc intcrest that
another impsrislisn maoy (L!) hoave iu tes dofoat of Italy need not
be oxaminod herce. Thoere will bc tir.s for thet whon thé war has
actuplly brokon out." 1Ll Unlinss wo rcrs nuch mistakon, tho suthor
of this gom is elso & momber of thou Irtornctionel Seeretariat of
the Inbomuetionsel Communic i Lotgusz. Yo wondor tho French Bolshe-
vik~Lenirists in the SFIO rozeived uno lircctivos from their
international centar for & strursls ogainnt tno colonial pelicy
of Prench imparialirm and for oo styugzic against the social
patriotic support of'thnt pecller ©or ths burglucracy of thae SFIOLL

The linc of the NEVW MILITWIT nas btoon even more brozen-
1y opportunist. When tna confiict #irst bocamo scubo, the NEW
MILIDPANY rejectcd articlaec om the subjacl writtun by comrude
Filliamson, boeows o he wns fisktia~ with the Leit Wing for a
Marxist positicn om ths Noegro, Lisiopinn tnd othor guestions. To
bo surc, tho pelicy of rujcocting moeboricl sabmitted by Loft
¥ingors has not beon confinsd to comr-lo yilliomson, A1l of us
hnve been impertislly trected in this rccipccte.




CEZYTRIST RESOLUT ION ON WAR QUESTION -6-

on July 13tn, tho LW MIL mATM enrricd tho noeurest thing
te nn cfiicinl stetomoam® by the Hntionol Cormittoc, & icong afi-
totional oditorivl, wior o trpieslly tovraocis liboral hoad,
SHALL ETHIQPIA PAIVHY

A in tho rosclubicn, widen T Ilowsa 1t Dy tnrec months,
there is no wroalysig of too rols oD ww iwaorinlist powor, in-
cluding Italyd Thoe Iongus L Matl ns L9 faunced in ponerel and
Mistoric torms. 2he roscluticn % dle-wt ghous tnot tho comrades
w0 ploce togothor tho Peri's 115 W0.ac ub - tha fast that the

2

=l
WL «

gopus ig heing used "to sorve o w:iu of British imporiglism.”
hig idon 18 missing in the efitorinl. othing is rerosccn. It is
oscognised only when it has como to puSse

warren o8 it i of eny eccneratc velue the resolution
niverthelosy man.reg in o weltor of woras to prnsont 2 false line
ou a-very impert.ont gquestions Tho nditoripl licts throe ellies of
+ho Bthionian poopice: "tho Italinsn workers ad. ronesnts'; "the
qorkors of tho oniire world™; "tho Lfricaon massdd wnemdcly 03"
Jho colonial ond wveni~coloninl pooples of asin ol Latin Amorica
aro omitted ortirelyl ©he melaticons in which the alliecs of the
aithiopisn morpls gtanl o ons casthor 10 not discussod. (Ccnso-
quoently, tho oditorial il to omphousine tha elemontary truth
thot tho world pr lobtariut is ths “eeisive allye On-tihz con-
trory, tho weicat oz the sAiterial folls on tho "black ond brown
massos of thoe onbire (Africar) conmtinont™ of the wein aliy. That
i how Trotoky's oplfonds rovieo hic tonchings

THo REY MILITANT . of July £0th iridulseg in as noat a
picee of Negro nuticnal chanvinism os. con be found in the co-
Turms of tho poriodicals of tho Garvey cné othor nationalist
mhvenonte. Under a blatontly netisaliss hoadline, AFRICANS
CALIED %0 T2 COLORS, ond an ocqualliy noprrtimist sub-hoad BETTER
DIE PREY THAN IIVE AS SILAVES, SELLSSIE S.YS, notionnliean runs
amuek. "fribognon cf 211 Ethicpin oo orepareod to drop the
pleughshore end soizo tho gyord %o drive taclk the Foscist ma-
raudoer «nd presorve ths indopenionce of thoir notion. 20 & man,
they rosponted o the battleo-cry of Hiile Solessio, who oxhortoed
them with tho appocl: 'Botter lie frce than 1ive a5 slavest."
Mhe rost of thoe article discuccos tho situnticn in Italye. So low
hos tho NEY MILITLNT sumk. T ragoluiion not only ¢ces nct cor-
ract tho N37 MILIT.NT bul providos o v 1acretical baso for tho
conutinuetion oi tais policy.

On dwgus b B1lst, the EEV MIDITLL wroso: "Thet is in-
volved at tio »roswt nonent is rot oen evrnluaticn of tho morits
(1) or Comorite (13} of u.ilc %elassie rnd e rogime; vwhat 1s
importont is thnt whaispia 1o woek ond bockorar? ratien which
hns o right in baviog its natiornl into.ondence falsruarded.”
How docs this aiflisy by one icts fron tue 1line ot Jdogro national
cheuvinism of pl.im american Blurzelis izberalisn? Is EShiopia
under Solassic nwetimnelly inlepenlont? 1< Cubha noationally inio-
pordent? In whet sunse? only in tan juridical fonso. Rath coun-
trios aro oconcnic vossals of imperislitt powors, af ard oll co-
1r1igl uné soni~solouriwl countrios in tie inmporialict worlle
Only threugh the intcrnnid ondi crotetarion feveluticr and Soviet
ropublies can thgr attain roal inlienonleuce, But for thnt it is
necessary to wpitate ageinet The o onorita” of the Bthiopian
ponarchy ond tho clasg of @hich it 15 the ropresontative. The
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CENTRIST RESOLUTION ON WiR QUESTION -6-

NEY MILITANT, like theo rosclution avoids entiroly tho important
QuoSTicn o4 Tho Lroolun of ko 8tivzgic in Sthiopia apninst all
imparialisr: ond oll 150 asor g in the atseac of ¢ proletariat.
Clr TOoSOLTLich nitwort Trno nudsticn roncrailye. 1t 1S inpossible
at prosont to »rodiict the cmiev v of tho solution. But it is
necessary to apply the law: ol *nc Pomransnt Revolution. The
opportumist leadership of ithe Worksrz Farty ignores the ques-
tion; we answer it. '
(7) The resolution is false in yat another importent ques -
“ion: It falsely describes the mrosant situatlion of the rovo-
lutionary intermationslists es buing superior to their situa-
tion in 1914. It basos this idoa cn %wc points: (1F tho Second
and Third Internationnls have anncuncal their botrsyal bofore-
hend: (2) "in 1914 tho internationalicis wore an orgmnized
force in only onc nabticn - - - - Todny, organized groups of
revolutionary intornstionalists oxist in nearly cvery netion,
and arc o cuively ferging tho pariies of tho Fourth Inter-
noetional e ~ - - =

This rouroniug is fnlss, It is truo that tho Second
ond Third Internati onals hve -amouneod their botrayal befora-
hend. And it is trus thet this should constituts & great ad-

vantage for tho rovolutionnyy inccrnationalicts. Lut this is
offset by (1) th2 worli-wido rovolutiorary defznts unier Sta-
linism and tke dlsintcegration following thd Gomon debacle;
(2) the growing nnvement for organic wuity, vhick the rosolu-
tion overleoks cntirely, 28 doos the policy of tiis looforship;
(3) the declinc ~nd disintegration of tho ICL 2round which re-
velves the strugele to buill thoe Fourth International, docline
and disintegretion which are the dirset rosult of its now
ovisntotion, of liquideting its organisetions inte the socinl
democracy With the poerspeciive of transforming it into an in-
strument of preletarian rovelution. The opporbtunist lendership
not only fuils 4o combat this revisionict orientation but en-
dorsos it as the Persy lino, taus comitting tho Perty to sup-
pott ar cpporbtunist nolicy ir tho gusstion of building the
Fourih Irtornationsl. The s itunticn is far from hepeloss, but
the sad truth is that tho revolutionary intomatiommlists arc
in a weaker position than Lounin was in 1914,

(8) The adoption of thig rescintion by tho moemborship
alonc would signify the onl c¢f tinc J2 os a revolutionary or-
ganizati on. Its céoption by the ILonioxiliip 6tamps the leador-
ship &8 opportunistic, contriste Thot will be tho 1ine of the
Party presc from now te tho Voaveniio. Lonciuled for Docembor
26-29th. Unless tho momborslip repudiches undé rojcets all of
tho Third Plonum docisicns: War questirn, Fronch turn, SP
orientetion, intomal guoesticn ond the bhuromucratic convontion
arrangoements, tho Parvy is docomo” o3 n ruvolutionary orgeniza-
tion, Tho opnerturigts cnd buraurcerais o full stoom ahoald to-
ward ruin. Tomorrow, sceial potriots Wil sprout in thoe oppor-
tunis® soil which thor cultivabs vith thois resolutions. Pos-
8ibly, thoy will combnt tha soclel pitricts., That would albor
ncthing essontinily. 2hey woul? he oaply tha vietims of their
own opportumism, The lobor movoament is rich in nuekh bitterly
ironic contradiciions, ’




CENTRIZY RESOILUTION ON WAR QUESRICON -7- - :
(9) In 211 of %hao guostions on which tre zesplution of the
unprincinied bicc ives w centrist poeition, owpy ridolution
gives a Morxist positiere It is oncugl caly to compare the two
resolubions, ’ : »
. . »
Ty STAMM, .




THE NEW TURY OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNIST
LRACLE I 713 LI%dT OF "RE STRUCTLE AGAINST
SOQUTATL ’.l’i‘l: AR P

e

Do spesi: tadir of the fwfinsnce of irr2 T7i5% war 1s
commonplace. Liveicis. pacifists, refowrmord, oo o - ohi arl revo-
lutionery Merxicts zll eayv ikat the War dauger 1S nL hemd. Butb
at this polnt shey pa“; vompaﬁv. PGVGL wionery nierzisn does not
cgraa with theds otaer forces as Lo Uhe S*“thJO agaiust wor
oven *hcugL Marzicts utteﬁpJ to wtilire thom to the fullest ex-

fent in councrote sction egainst wer, Lt lecst one tning is sure:
%ko wur quesSiion is .tho crueinl Leck  anich to ceparctc the
revisioniste from tne revolut ionury %“Tnljuga A1 grougs and
nrogrons sro boiug pubt to the acié tast by the evonts that are
taking plasce since tﬁo Gerank dahiclo.

Ralora war ectually Lroulzm ouvt in niwed conflict tho
ros b pow, Woriul forces witihin ths ;arn o; tho working closs are
already orposod o6 sosiel patrious. Yun oxparlaaoo of the van-
guard tnd tho ulqu» in the inst JOrLi war poriod cnables tho
venguard So foraenctl now, nore accurataly, *the groupings on thoe
ave of the srmod coﬁfl”c* ahevt o todw plﬁea. The Second
International ond 1 Mhizd Triemnctionrl huve boeu tosted and
nave uacn.¢cunopwdzt;no, T Dboliricts have 301n3a tho sociel
demoersts in throving Lo the wind. the dofontist position 8o
‘aisly p;cuanae& by Lenin and f3Vﬁ cGept2a in its ploce tho posi-
ticn of vocinl putriocism,.

- To tho pd"*led wrd sreups that hovo nroclaimod the need
of the Fourth Internailorxl end nic wouling in tints dircction:
this fret ig well knowi. Pub this, in ilself, is not enmough. Ve
must be surs that the forcos rsliying azcuni the barmers ¢f the
Fourth lnt@ﬁﬂﬁtleﬂul arc firm and cloar ¢n the war guostion. In
a sorics of cthor documents prosmted by the Left Ting of tho
Jorkers Party wo have '“flt with tre other ovpeceis of tho
"gronch turn’. Jow, we went tc examing the now iven of tho ICL
in the lignt ¢f tho st rugglu against social potrl ism. This
srticlo ig nn introdustion to the stbjoct. '

The now tnrn. of tho 10L, which liouidstos ite soctions
into the partios of tha Secon® Interraticpal, is nogoting the
strugzle carriced on by the ICL against social o trictism. This
aspect of thao hGQHthC featares of ths ner turmm of the ICL is
not as clecrly mwrkea as istheo uLd~1t grotine offoct this turn
hag upon tho ICL itself ard itc oteempt 4c build 1quevendont
partiss und tie Fourta Interuntionii. & rovision oo lovintion
from Marxism in one importain ;vesti:n, i ot correcte& in
time, will lead to orrore in othor Jisllis, It 18 mo accident
that the feoliowers of thi nad ctimisation in the di fferent
countries cututrin their leoaler, cormroie Trotsky, in tho;r oD~
portunist rond to Une ABL08 .

glJrWug aod. omincws ormaoicl e Conncen eaucus, the
driving forco in Amerizo ior o "Monmeh turn”, havoe elroady
ghown gigns of weonlkuesa in tnoe {igut om %o ﬁ&+ gquostion.
SGVDral of tho cutatriding crmuawpley, £ince thd incoption of tha
rty, against whish tho “cf+ Tirng Ine l‘hthﬁ Tollosrs

On the hoels of Hhe @nulcn whe *quy roceoived informa-
tion that tho Dolsnovik-Lenin: af Pacty of Cubus was preparing
for tn ingurrection. Tho LCrc ing ccmxzdcs progentod a rasSo-
Jation ond o soriés of moticms 1o the Tarly on this auostion.
Our analysis agroed with that ci tan Crpri comended that a
rovolub ionary situation wes muturing, buh we criticized the

1.
u
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program. Adopbod by the fuhan comrades, ospecially their bloc with
the potty boaurgeois torrdrizt Young Guba groude o

' Phe Cunnon groupg, in tho Peliticel Committee, triod to
push th3 question anidse A7 .37 tio mokst discussion and attempts
to got tho Poliiicdl Commistaes to ~oet t- pid tho Cuban comradod,
tho FC fingllv passct 2 M0wicn willi, ~1tlouzh corroct in &n ab-
strnet sanse, took the teeih oub 24 owr ~geclub icn and motionSe
A% this noeting Canmnen and Sunbock ~trittod thet they d4id net
avon readl the Cuban document, Shochinoi «nd Womt triod to claim
thnt we woro mpisrmist" and thet lhy did sict think tho situation
we3 o8 serious as-vwe prosorbed ite '

 ATtor tho motion wes passcd e soro untblie o obtain ac~
ti0m cn it. Ariiclss ior the Porty press ard confidontinl maoberi-
o1 to tha braschoes were nover nrintod or. scnt ovt. A propesed
campnign WL nover nrpaaizeds The rovelus icnory situation matured
ond the Workdrs Psrby undor the lanacn leadorship did nothing -
was Tound wantinge Libor, the convordicn of our Cuban comrades
admitted mest of our orivicisa wno tho Interm ticnal Socretariat
of the ICL also hal Yo ounit tho corroctness 61 ocur positione
But to no avails Tua &ild to tho Cubon workors, €S woll as & CON-
CREIE way tc fight .2 ~nd AWERICAN TLPERTLIISH in the UNITED
STATES, was passch upe Je Lavd cnple accwentory matorial to sub-
stantiate our argaments, wiich we will put:lish in 7 subscequent
- ARG . - - . . L :

~ The socond iupcrtont evont thet pansed over tho hoeads of
the loaders of che Porty was tho Scar plebiscito.. Shanchtmon was
8till waiting for articles froa Buropo wWhou thd vote for ditléer
took.placa. Before the event and cn the ove of #.¢ plobisclte,
we demanded o actiocanndl canpeigne aftor arguing for wecks tho
mést the Lett Jing ecould got cut of thig wos = nuss neeting in
Low York and on article in the Tross3 by Biftel vhich the aditor,
comrade Cramen; first héeld up for & ook, : -

~ Ia the noarntine, the war in theo Grer Chaco flared up
ancw and 4 whole serics of ertidlos eni. epecial Cocumerts from
the conrawes 'i;:l-Séuth Amoriecn on-trps scene vwore orose:xated for
publications The Pl cf *he raterinl only sow tiho editorrs
weste baaket. Howe, tho righkt-winger, WG3 ofitor part cf this
time, but ieter under comraido’ Cunrdi, o8 well as Shachiman amd
weat on the NEW INTERIA ITONAL, tne 8

By this tiue, the Bihiopien siwuotion was in arnbryo. Over

o dozon articles, proscnting Karmilen snelyoic aid showing the reé-
letion of americean iwperizlism to this conflict, vero presented.
A1l but sbout two of tiesec arilcles To ~clnid tho caitor's waste
bagket} Letor on and aftor tic oveiw, non-Maerxian srticles ap-.
noared in the NEW MILITANT on e Fheionian situation. 4% the:
Pittsbursh Plenun tho right wing and Sus Canron caucus ridiculed
the Left Wing conrsdocs, sand gspaciclly comrade Jilliomsor, for
their "alarmist" position on Fihioyine Miey cven went so far as
to counterpose tha picket-line to & 41 scuszion and figint on the
Suhiopion question, Ia Lew York, the Canncnites carris d this &
neoint furthor and statod that conredes reiset tho v naestions
- about-Ouba, Ethiopis, etc. - "eboul waich tney know hothing" -
in order to get out of doing vicrk in dew York, and that cone

trueple apeinst war fared no
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gstrike in Hew York wus worth all of this rubbish.

- Only aftor Jho whole DOUTgeo.S prosSc took up the Ethio-
pian sifuution, aprd alter it [eoil dowr on ihe Pgrty’s head, did
artigles appoar ard o kall’ - ruvcd atftonne was rude to get into
the unitod fronds alreedv stzrici. The Zariy could have taken
the initistive, but instowd sturiocd vriting erticles that eny - -
bourgeois press’could accept ithoud nliting. S

‘ 01 Cubn, Saur, Giran Cuwco, ZlPionie, aud other isdsues,
the Porty covld have preseutdd iic cowe bufore tho evort, and
ergonized campuigrs, Instoad, by rejoctiing tho vogition of the
Loft wing (or by adoptinsg mctions wader prossuary that never
wera carriod ont), the Party acted only wher the avont was ob-
vious to alle The Party ustally trailed along with the goneral
enalysis progonted by ‘the overage working class LIroeoS.

Wnnt ic said sbout the abova guostiuns relating to war
can alsc be said cbout tho Bussisn question sftor Sac Kirov af-"’
faire. Thoe contrust botweon the Ochler end Shachimén resolutions,
publiched in INTEKWALTONAL NEVS #6, on tnis point, tolls the
story in itself.. .

Sinee then thore hiove boen.now dnvelomments in differ-
ent perts ¢f tho world. Ovtedanding among them was the war
throat wien Gormany loft the Loagus arnd began ro-oIming. Ar-
ticles proesented by ithe Loft wing siore agoin rmjectad and tho
NET MILITANT corriod no ilarxiin snalysis of this oevondt. "Foo-
tual® renorts culloed from the tourgouls press was the face of
the Party.to tue-workers cu this is3uc.

 Pot woolm, tho NEV MILIMAYT feilod ovon to mantion the
pasaing of tho "noubtrality" law by thce Sonnte. A Marxzian antly-
5is of tao moeanirg of this law end its relution to America's
proparaticn for war it an elementary duty oif tho Workers Portye.
Vot so unGer Carmon's editorsnip. The wnole thing passcd over
the heads of the Cammornitsos as it doec cver the heads cf
othors of their stock, Only in tho 1lnst fouw wooks have thore
been, passing relfercnces to it. -

' In this pariod of months, whilc the editors were sup-~
prossing CONCRETE articles donling i+t differont phnces ol the
war queshtion And war developmenis, tney were carrying ABSTRACT
articles against wir. T .

o 0f tho erticies printed, some were forced through be-
foro thn evaont. At other times, absiract articles on wer ro-
placod .CONCREMT crticles whica oI sutmitted nnd r2 jecctod, and
ot other times war wriicles gpnoarcd after il cvors un’ sub-
jocts upon which Lozt Ting crbiclod were r.jceicd menths hoeforo,
Purther, mony of tho late articles re non-Yoerz oo, Ono has only
to rofer *o tuc serius of recent ariticles on EfhLic il.

I+ wiil bo srgael by some thnt thase Tincidontst® are
exceptions cr isclated quections, Thet i8 nct so. Consider the
cireumstancosl The group thet dominnted tns Party in this peri-
od (tho past oight months) cdveented *he "Irenclh turn” and in
tho fight againgt war the policgy of tLis group khas nct boon the
excoption in the life of the Purty but hes prevailed gince tho .
fusion. T '

-

‘Gongider, iu this conacction, how the Party hundlod tho
quostion of tho Soeciclist Perty ci the Ue So TO bec sure, thore
hoave boon docasional articles of eriticism. Fronm the Loft Wing
standpoint, however, thesc articlies havo strengthened the Cen~




‘NET TURY OF THE ICL -4~

triset ,:L«eatlefrship {(1ilitants plus Zom -and Gitlow) over fhe rank
and file in the. Militant ond RPPA groups. Besidos this important
point, you will not be able to Find in the Party press any sys-’

tematic eritieism of tho Docin

‘{.8sue that must be used to win tho ronk ond file gway from these
conbrist leadors - but not -go wndor the Vorkers Party leaders
1o edvocate tho "Pronch tura"s The noy orietation of the ICL
paables Connon gnd o m@pany to condenn tho soecinl patriotism of
+hy Stolinists (corroctly so) bub worps their fight against the
socigl patriotism of tho Socialist Porty. Such o "fight" helps
gueh "comunists" as Gitlow and Zom ond provents tho Jorkers
Party froa reaping’a harvest, , : -
: ' - our policy, which the left clement in the SP also holds
to, i§ to give the Loft 2 split policys Gannon's linc is to
give thom a policy sxpresscd in his g1 cgan "Deoper into tho
5.P." You csnnot fight the socisl patriotic position of tho SP
when you d&o not give tho left elomant 2 split perspecti Vee
Thig stultifying didomma is tho fruit of tho "Pronch turn".
Thus, from avery argle, md snoeifically, in this con-

nestion on tho gueshion of wor nud social petriofism (SP policy, k

Amorican neutrality lnw, Gormany

v, Kirov, Bthiopin, Gron Chaco,
Sasr, Cuba), the Worrers Farty under the ¢ominabion of Cannon
piles up its omircus polf-imdictn nte ) S
Just prio?r to the new turn of the ICL, the Inter-
nationel Socrotarint presonted a draft thosis written by
Trotsky, TAR AND THE FOURIH INCERNATLIONAL. This is Jab ed
Jamsry, 1924, Terraceived it in the Unitaod Statos about thse
some time we henrd the rumbles of the nmew oriempation. We must
repeat again whot we said then about this draft. On two of the
most important questions it is &t fault. The position presented
on the USSR and the League of Antions. i& unsatisfactory. The :
thotis leaves a loephole which justifies the position of
Stalinism in joining the Loogua of Nationse Tho theorctical
premise for joining tho Louguo of Nations is conteined within
fhe thosis - tho section decling with the USSR ond imporialist
combinstions. In this conorcte situation - tho joining of the
Lesguo of Naotions ~ tho thogis must stete clearly that it was a
fatel mistako. The thesis fails to do this, To doal sbstractly
vith imporiclist combinations, when thils concrets situation is
involved, does not clarify the situation.
‘ The sections desling with Defestism ond tho Imperielist
Wer prosont a formula that Gocs uoh.in Las clearost positive
way prosent the defontist poosition, This scction must contain a

claar-cut formuls vaich stabtus thet our task in a war is to de~

foat our otm imporialist powere We ors indormed that -tho S.ection

dealing with defeantiom owes what Iloft weight it hos to the .
pressurc of comroakos sueh ag bauer and othors who now oppose
the "Freneh tura". ’ o
is soction, thorolation betweon tho slogen for .
dofootisn” 18 not brought out correctly snd can

In t

"yeace” and M

thorefore casily couse confusion, The slogan of "peace" shounld
bo mubordinated to tho struggle to defest oncls owm imperialist
govermmont, but onc connot find this in tho thosis,. '

, ist Party (Militants, right wing,
or otherwise) on the gquestion £ soeinl potriotism) Thero 18 the

g T
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Purther invostisation of the effects of the now orienta-
tion upon tho strugglc ngninst sccial patrictism rovoals moro
startling evidenceo., ™ ¢ literature of tho ICL in ‘ho main stanis
on the position ci dofeatism, But the lignidotion of its inde-
pori.ont scctions into tho Socialist lRartioss in moy countriés,
tho opportunist road to tho masses tuken in other countries, as
whoro ontry inbtd the sccisl domocracy ic nct possihie, and the
ndvocacy of organic unity, negatc the strugglo wgainst social
patrictism,

It is ono thing to have a correct pcsition ageinst soci-
al potriotism. It is of oqual importance to see that the orga-
nizationol stops, =md the thsorotienl motivations which und erly
them, do not wash ' out the corroct position.

"Steliniem, in adopting the theory cof Sociaclism in one
country, continued for a itime to progmgato correct Marxist for-
mulae on many principle quostions, put in tho ond its falso po-
sition on the Permarernt 2etolaticon nogeted tho correct formu- -
lae on other questions. 3¢, ton, the false positicn of the ICL.
on the road to the feurth Internctioncl is negating tho steps
toward the Fourth Interanticil snd is lgring a pitfall for
the strugple apainst social patriotisne Tho new turn plays into
tho hands of tho contrisis end roformists of the Second Inter-
national, thercby bluntiug the {ight sgainst war and the
struggle agoinst social potriotism, Urle3s Bhoe new orientation
ig corrocted in time it will dcfcat tic <g»ly purpose comrade
Protsky hopes to achicve in the shortest mossiblo tine and in-
stead produce revisionism in the ranks of the ICL that will
senl its fatoe forover, The corrcction of the now oricntation
doos not call for n tactical chenge in France - the orgonizing
of o now indepondont pa—tye Thet is only one aspoct of the
problem, Tho ICL mus<® ropudiato the theored cal rmotivations of
the nav orientation cnd roturn to a Leninist pclicye

Hugo Oealer

(Submitted to the Internal Bulletin of the Workers Party
Sopt.ember 15; not publishod).
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