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Letter to Readers.

First we must apclogise for the poor gquality of the duplicating of
some-of the last week's issus. Unfortunately, there was technical
trouble which arose from using the wrong type of ink — we won't make
that mistoke againl
Since the report in the '"Bulletin!'! was written thoe® has boen progroess
made in the campaign for solidarity with the FPrench strikers., In
Nottinghem a letter is being sent to the local papers signed by
prominent Labour Party mombers and trade unionists. The signatories
include several local govermnment candidates, the agent, secretary,
parliamentary candidate and president of cne constituency, and
menburs of the University staff are among others who have signed.
The letter is also to be used as a collecting sheet in factories,
Unions, wards, etc. We hope next week to be able to report on a
whole range of activity in this field. .

SUBSCRIPTION RATE 12/6d. FOR SIX MONTHS (Post Freo.)
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4, Dane S5t., By
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EDITORTAL NOTES. 1 51 6

HERCHING'S PLAN: This arises from the general situation which faces British
capitalism, Iumberedwith out of date industrics and facilities it sesks to
streamline itself hy carrying out widespread rationalisation. However, each
measure of rationalisation in one particular field creates problems in anothor,
Deeching's plan will intensify the contradictions in industrial development
between one region and another, and betwoen the town and countryside. It will
transfer from the rails to the roads a vast amount of traffic which in turn
will make the already serious congestion almost unbearable in the big towns.
Only vast captial exponditure could all eyiatothat situation. All in all

the whole affair gives socialists the opportunity to show how outmoded ond
moribund the capitalist system is, and to pose the socialist alternative.

It is also a terrific attack on a section of the working class and will mean
thousands joiningthe dole queuc at a time when the prospects of getting
alternative work is very remote. lloreover the areas where there will be the
heaviest closures and redundancies are precisely those where a high level of
unemployment already exists.

Socialistsrmust oppose this latest attempt by Beeching, in the interest
of British capitalism, to load the burden of rationalising the railways
onto the backs of the workers., The plan must be fought by a strategy which
will bring wide sections of workers into action. It would be a grave error
to see the main turden of opposing the plan imposed upon the railwaymen
themselvasg,

The Labour Party must become the focal point for a political struggle
against the closures which will be linked with an industrial struggle acainst
sackings. "ide sections of workers who use the railways and who now face
the prospect of paying much higher fares or oven a complete lack of transport
can be mobilised, locally and nationally, against a particular closure and
against the plan in general, local government elections are in the offing
and this opposition can be made into a key issue. Labour controlled counecils
should be made to pledge themselves to fight tooth and nail against the plan.
IEverything which is planned should have as its aim the bringing into action
of the mass of the people, Would it be impossible to organise a lobby of
Parliament in protest against the murder of the railways? - we think not and
local councils would be the bodies to deo this.

‘Such & campaign would dovetail with and inspire a union campaign against
the sackings. A policy of complete nationalisation and the planning of all
transport, of no sacking and an end {ocompensation musi be posed together
with the idea of the railways as a social service. This policy combined with

' the general slogan of the return of a Labour Government pledged to carry out
clanso four would evoke a tremcndous responsc.

THE BATTLE OF PARLIAMENT SQUARE: It is important for us to understand what
Happerod at this lobby and to draw the conclusions, The basic reason for the
disturbances was the high-handed approach of the police and the couldn't care
less attitude of a large number of M.P.'s, The majority of the participants
were ordinary workers who wont to the demonstration accepting the reformist
slogans under which it was organised. Many of them had travelled overnight,
had taken a day off work and had either raised the fares out of their own
pockets or through their organisations., After all this they were kept waiting
for an hour or so with hordly any progress in seeing their ILP.'sa. Not
suprising then that they saw red. Thus we are brought %0 the obvious
conclusion that,convinced that some one is trying to 'put something across %
them! the Hritish worker will react vigourously. And that, without dcubt,
given tlie slightest degree of lecdershipthe British workers will acquit them—
selves very well indeed - this is our hope for the future.




NEW BORDER DISFUTE FLARES UFP,. From a Nottingham Correspondent.

1517 Faced with the development of a sizeable and united left—wing,
the leadership of the Nottingham City Labour Party have become consider—
ably alarmed, The Bast Midlands Regional Orgamiser, Cattermole, usually
conspicuously absent from such gatherings, turned up at the last one with
a proposal to exclude members from outside the city limits from the right
to speak or vote., This means that Trade Unions who have, say, 400 members
in Nottingham, but are represented by a delegate who happens to live just
beyond the city boundary, are disenfranchised ¢ a fact which was pointed
out from the floor of the meeting. But Cattermole's proposal has a good
non—-geographical reason behind it s an increasing mumber of left-wing
delegates are being elected to the City Party and the outlying areas pro—
vide some of the most vocal of these., This accounts for the fact that
Cattermole is prepared to swallow his words, for some five years ago he
compelled a reluctant City Party to accept the rights of delegates from
outlying areas to be present, Clearly, interpretation of the rules is
dependent on the political weather prevailing at any given timessses tut
Cattermole will have to get a very big constitutional umbrella indeed to
protect himself from the flood of left-wing sentiment ' that is being
built up in Nottingham today., lMoreover, were the proposals of the Bound-
aries Commision to be implemented he would be forced into another about-
turn, for these would include in the City those slements he is anmious to

exclude,

DERBYSHIRE MINERS SUFPORT FRENCH STRIKERS.

Branches of the National Union of Mineworkers throughout Derbys.
are being asked to collect money towards a E500 target which will be sent
to Prance to assist the miners there in their struggle for an 11 % rise.
Two officials of the Derbys. N.,U.l. have arrived back in England after
studying the French mining dispute on the spot and the branches have
pledged their support for the French strikers. Comrades in Nottingham
are assisting in this collection and collection sheets for this purpose
can be obtained from the International Bookshop.

FORD MANAGEMENT IN MORE FROVOCATIVE ACTIONS AT HALEUCOD,

According to the Financial Times Ford Motors have postponed giw-
ing a substantial pay increase to its 3,400 Halewood employees because main-
tenance men at the plant have rejected a new shift system, This co-incides,
says the Financial Times with the management's announcement of a scheme
for encouraging a family atmosphere. National Union officials agreed on
March 14th that in exchange for rates of pay at Halewood being brought up
to the Dagenham level, the management could introduce a system of double
day shifts, The two day shifts were to be the equivalent of the day and
night shifts worked at Dagenham, Agroement was then reached at local level
for the production workers to operate the agreement from next londay,
Skilled workers were expected to gain about £2 a week, semi-skilled 36/-
and unskilled 31/-.

The trouble arose among 400 maintenance men who were under the
impression thgt the double shift did not apply to them, and they refused to
work it. Fordes claim that they ean only allow the incresse if the double
ghift is worked by all employeos. The two shifts were to have lasted from
6.35 a.m, to 3.p.m., and 3 p.m, to 11,25 p.m, with a 25 mimte meal break for
each shift, thus allowing the plant to be in contimuocus work for most of the

day.
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YOUNG SOCIALISTS UNEMPLOYMENT DEMONSTRATION. From a Hackney Correspondent.

On Saturday tho 23rd March, tho East and West Surrey ¥ Soecinl=
ist Federations orgmsised an unemployment demonstration in the Croydon aron,
finishing with a meeting infront of the Town Hall, Marchers and onlookers
heard Stan Mills (¥.U.R.), Walter Wolfgang and John Palmer addiress the moot—
ing, While the moeting was in progress, soveral people joined the Labour

Party.
EAST ISLINGTON THINKING AGAIN 7

The caucus on the East Islington Labour Party CLP is apparently
beginning to thimkagain over the admission of certain comrades who they
have repeatedly rofused to allow membership to. The Young Socialists
involved, having had their meotings closed down by the loeal party have
been asked to re-apply for membership. This follows the campaig cf
support for Cus Macdonald, on which we have already commented, His
ward and Constituency Farty, and the Glasgow City Labour Party have all
come to his support and any further bigotry on the part of the Bast
Islington Party will be particularly obtuse in the light of this,

Y.S.,L1 BADOR SPEAKCARS TO CALIFORNIA STUD MTS. ., (From a 'Militant! report.)

Leroy McRae has finished the West Coast leg of this nation-wide speaking
tour, which is developing into the most successful tour the Young Socialist
Allisnce has ever run. American students are displaying particular interost
in McRae's subject - tho growing mood of militancy among lisgroes = and with
what the young Negro socialist has to say about the future of the ctruggle.
Campus meetings for McRae, who is the national organizational sacretary of
the ¥YSA, have attracted an average of over 100 people. A highpoint was
registered at San Francisco State College, where 500 students heard Leroy at
an outdoor rally on the campus, At Oakland ¢ ity College the YSA spokesman held
a streot meeting at which some 75 students, mostly Negroes, engaged in a lively
discussion, Members of tho [fro-/merican Lssociation (iAL) participated in the
debate. The following evening the AAL and YSA held a forum where differences
and similarities on the approach of tho two militant organizations to the
question of the Negro struggle for eguality werec aired and discussed.

Don Warden, chairman of the AAA, presentod his organization's viewpoint, and
McRze spoke for the YSA. Over 200 attended,

McRae began his tour in Chicago with appearances at the'Un iverstiy
Chicago, Roosevelt University and Northeastern. His mesting at Northwestorn
drew 150 students. From Chicago he traveled to Denver, San Diego, Los Angoloun,
the Ban Francisco Bay Area, Seattle, and Vancouver. In the latter city, over
200 Canadians turned out to hear about the Negro struggle in the United Stotos,

The Miawest leg of his tour will carry McRae to the St.Paul-llinneapolis,
ladison, Milwoukee, Chicogo for a second time, DBloomington, Ind., Louisville,
Nashville, Yellow Springs (Ohio), Columbus, Cleveoland, Detrcit, Tast Lansing
and Ann Arbor.
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HITISH COMMUNIST PARTY CONGRESS. From an Bssex Correspondent,

Hecent issues of Comment have included supplements containing
letters which discuss resolutions for the coming CP Congress. In the 9th
March issue, a Brixton reader made a plea for more thooretical debate t
"I would suggest that a real attempt at a Marxist estimation of gquestions
such as coexistence, role of imperialism in 1963, an estimation of frev=
isionism' and'dogmatism', the role of the colonial revolutions and of the
uncommitted nations is neoded. Have we no new light on the transition
to socialiem since the last draft of the British Noad.?"™ L wosk later,
Feter Seltman (Preston) eriticised the draft political resolution, In
particular he opposed the aim of transforming the Labour Party ea the
primary line of struggle within the working elass 3 " Dospite the presence
at Various times of sincers, devoted working cless members of the Labour
Party, this Party is the product of political perversion of the class
gtruggle in Britain, It has developed in this way with the direct encou.-
agement of the bourgooisi@ssesseess.This is not a temporary condition of
the Labour Farty. It has been a permanent faature of the Labour Party
from its beginnings. As long as the Labour Farty exists within the frame-
work of the bourgeois state this condition will also exist,”

This same contributor was even more critical of the attitude
towards Parliament ¢ "Section 3,1ines 136-9 state !'sovercignity would be
transforred from the people and Parliament to hureaucratic commissions,
acting on behalf of the Common Market, with powers to givo directions
over—riding Parliament!. Vhat doss 'would be! measn 7 Does sovereignity
now rest in the hands of Parliament and the people ? If we moan this,
thonwe are revising without comment all previous lNarxist-Leninist views
of tho State, since parliaments are not separated from, but are part of
the state machine. The implication is that Parliament is, or ocan ba, in-
dependent of class..ss.ssSince the rolations of parliaments to the state
machine of capitaliem is one of the chief issues now under discussion
internationally, it is omazing that this Resolition refers to it only in
two places,"

In the last issue,(March 23rd), luriel Seltman (Barnot)
comparses the political resolutiorn unfavourably with the 1960 Moscow
Statoment of the 81 Parties : "The imperialiets must be foreed to accept
reaceful co=existenco and tha wealktening of imperialism anywhsre in the
world. is the only effective way of doing this." She contimies, "Nowhera
in the Draft Political Resolution is the anti-imporialist strugglo iden-
~tified with the struggle for peaceful co—existence, Surely the call for
withdrawl of British overseas troops of occupation should be accompanied
by a positive statement of solidarity with all colonial peoples fighting
for their independence and especially those who have beecn forced into
armed struggle in Brunei, Adenm and Oman ? These national liberation
movements are in the forefront of the strugzlé “or pPEaCCeeeeses"

Note : "Comment"published by the British Commuw Jgt Party, is the
Successor of "World Nows". Readers aro probably more familisr
with it under this g revious name.




FEASANTS REVOLT IN IRAN. From a North London Correspondent,

The Shah's "revelution from the top" = land reforms almed at
winning support from the peasants to forestall the feared "revolution
from the botiom™ is not meeting with all the sueccess the Shah had antieip—
ated. A report from Teheran appearing in "U.5. News and World Report,"
indicates what the current situation is.

"Several thousand mountain tribesmen have rovolted in Southern
Iran, They have captured several military stations and laid siege to othors.
Although Iranian officials have tried to keep details of the fighting secret,
they are known to bo worried, The fear is that the revolt might spread, and
officlals are anxious to snuff it out before other tribes are encouraged to
join. The revolt began on March lst, with a sudden attack on a gondarmosie
post in the region of Kazerun, The post of 12 men was wiped out. Soon, cction
spread. Unable to put down the revolt with four army batallions normally
stationed in that area, Iran's governmont has rushed in three battalions of
re-inforcements, including paratroopers. The Air Force has also gone into
action, strafing and bombing rebel strongheolds,

"Despite these measures, on March 10th an Iranian Army Officer
returning from the rebel area repnrted that the situation was getting worso.
On March 11th, the Shah sent his military chief to do whatever was necossary
to erush the rebellion. Centre of the revolt is tho Province of Fars, an
area twice the size of Switzerland. The rebelling tribes number nearly half
a million. There are more than three million other tribesmen in Iran's
mountains who have grievances against the government, and among them aro
the Kurds, a strong volatile group who have long sought autonomy. The idoa
at first," the report continues, cutliningthe motives of the peasants,"was
just to take away from landlords all except one willage. But when this was
accomplished early this year, many peasants in the wvillages retained by the
landlords raised protests. They too, wanted to owm the land they were tilling.

_ "fany of those peasants seizedcontrol of the land by force, Landlords
who tried to enter were barred. Some were manhandled. A few were killed., Their
houses were destroyed, their orchards cut to the ground. The result was tha¥
the Goverrment.. got pushed further than it had originally intended to geo. I+
expandad the land reform to restriect the property rights even of those land-
lords owning only one village. The Shah's 'revelution from the top! is one
that many Westernors long have regarded as necessary to bolster his regime.
But the Shah is finding that it alsc has loosed some forces which may prove
most difficult to control., " (US News and World Report, March 25th 1963).

JAPANESE TRANSPORT STRIKES SPREADING. From a Financial Times report.

The growing wave of spring strikes called hy Japanese unions 4o back
demands for wage increasgsand higher minimum wages reached a new peak of in.—-
tensity on March 26th when private rsilway and bus workers walked off thelr
jobs for four hours, affecting nearly 9 million commuters throughout Japan.
Participating in the strikes were workers belonging to 157 unions in private
railway companies which carry the tulk of Japan's commuter traffic. The
Unimsvwhich are affiliated to the General Federation of Private Railway
workers' Unions are demanding an average monthly wage increase of £5 end a
minimm wage of £14 per month (sic). The railway strikers were joined by
some 30,000 taxi drivers and 60,000 workers in the synthetic chemical indusizy,
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CRITED STATES GUARANTEES TO LATIN AMERICAN FRESIDENTS,

"The United States will provide militery help to any Ffrsely—
olected Latin-American government which asks for it to moet Comminist
infiltration and subversion®.

"The United States is milisrily prepared to provida such help
in a mrry".

"The United States in co-operation with Latin fAmerican ecuntrizs
if possible, but alone if necessary, will see to it that wo further Comiun-
igt regimes get established in Latin America,

These are the main points of a secret testimony given to the
House Forelgn Affairs Sub-Committee on Latin Amexica by the Assistant Soc—
rotary of State, and later of promises given by President Fennedy to Can=
tral Amorican Presidents at the meeting in Costa Rieca. Konnedy also re—
affirmed tho policy +that tho United States would take in giving miliixy
action to restore governments to offico if they had been ousted by Communists
and put Bresidents back into power even if the Communists had succeeded in
garrying out a coup.

STRIKE SPFREADS IN PERU, From Hsinkna,

Government employooss in Anchas and Libertad provinces, Central
Poru joinel on March 24th their fellow workers in Southern Peru in the
gtrike which started on Maorch 19th to press their domend for a wage incresse,
Governuant employees hove started a T2 hour strike., The strike is reputsdly
winnig wide support throughout - Peru,

MEXTCAN WORKERS MARK NATIONALISATION ANNIVERSARY.

Two thousand Mexican petroloum workers marked the 25th annivw-
ersary of Mexico's nationalisation of its 0il indurtry at o meoting in
Mexico on March 23rd, The workers also gave & bansnet in honour of Maxieo's
former Fresident, General Lazaro Cardenas, who decread the nationalise'iowm
measure some 25 years ago. Cardenas, speaking at the banquet, denouncad
Imperialism for continuing to plunder Mexico!s under—ground r=sources and
intervening in its internsl affairs by ecconomiec and diplomatic pressnre or
the threat of force. Natlonalisation of the o0il industry, he contirued,
with the enforcement of the agrarian reform at that time were ccotion:s
asserting the sovereignity of the nation and a defenca of its intevrests.

Recalling Mexico!s agerarien reform, he seid that the refomrm
had been blogked by Torsign monopolists who had wanted to kesp intact
their latifundia in Mexico, Thoy had tried to incito some HMewicans to
oppose their brothers fighting for lemd. PFo alsn dancunsad the monamoly
capitalists for seiszing every opportunity do 1uiiltrato orps2ly or sasncatly
into Mexico's industries, Jecpardising the national interestiz.

(From New China News Agency.)
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DOGMAVISIONISTS IN INDONESIAN CP LEADERSHIP,

1524 The St., Anthony's Papers No 14,an issue of the ocoasional papers
published by the Oxford College of that name is devoted once again to Far
Eastern Affairs. Included ameng a number of papers of varying value is a
most interesting report of G, Comori, a Hungerian refugee, of some interviews
he had with leaders of the Indonesian Communist Party. The tulk of the art-
icle gives an account of an interview with Aidit, Secretary of the Indonesianm
Party, which took place at the beginning of 1961, Asked about his attitude to
Sukarno and "guided democracy", Aidit spoke of the President of Indonesia
with great respect ("he seemed to me to he more pro-Sukarno than auite & fow
nationalists", says Gomari). When pressed for his opinion about the need for
the dictatorship of the proletariat in Indonesia, Aidit agreed that he did ..
"not apply if" to their country. These rovisionist views did not prevent °
A1dit from vigorously attacking the Yugoslavs and applauding the Albanians,
who, he said, "fight for pure Marxism",

Naturally, Gomori was interested in the Indonesian CP's appraisal
of the events of 1956 in Hungary, Aidit thought there wns a counter—revolution
in Hungary, and that "Hungary is not an issue any more™, But, he went on,"if
this makes you any happier, I would not mind if through a miracle, Imre Hagy
would be resurrected from his grave,"

"FOURTH CLASS TO LENINGRAD™ ? From a repart in the Daily HMirror,

'"Russisk nowest, whiter than white liner, the Mikhail Kalinin,
docked at Tilhury yesterday and issued 'come aboard! invitations to the publiec,
For the occasion, the Russians scattered around leaflets entitled !'Communism
means Equality!, The lenflets struck an odd note whan the visitors learned
that the ship had FOUR classes | "

KHRUSHCHOV VERSUS THE ARTISTS. (By a special correspondent, )

In our last issue we gave the first part of an article dealing with K.'s

March 8th. speech, this is the balance.(Ed.Note) Khrushchov himself takes the
artists very seriously he said: "Let us see what would happen . ., . if the
advocates of peaceful co~existence of various ideological trends in literature
and art ga& tho upper hand. A2 a firat step, a blow would be dealt to our
revolutionary gains in the sphere of socislist art. By the logic of struggle
things would hardly end there. It is not impossible that these people . . .
would make an atfempt to come out in opposition to the revolutionary gains."
(Our emphasis) In other woms K. is saying that the Soviet state could be
undermined if the artists have freedem of trends] This is s reflection of the
bureaucracy's foar of politicel trends. HMoreover, the fight the artists are puti

=ing up has real political implications = and they are using the slogan '"back to
Lenin' to challenge the monopoly of power Ehremburg, quoted Lenin as saying to
Lunacharsky: "...I don't want to impose my tastes on others." Yevtushenko, to
guote K. again "... came out in defence of abstractionism. He attempted to
justify his position by alleging that there are good people both among realistis
and formalists, and he referred to the example of two Cuban artists who had
sharply differed in their views on art and then died in the same trench fighting
for the revolution.™ Thus we see for the first time for a whole pericd the
gmergence of an open opposition in the Soviet Union. This opposition, arising
out of the process of 'destalinisation' , will have a catalystic effect on

Soviet soclety.




BANE OF ENGLAND PESSDMISTIC OVER U.¥. EXPORT POSITION. Economic Correspondent.

-~ 1523 The latest Bank of England Quarterly Baulletin (March 1963) in discus— |
sing Britain's economic position devotes considerable space to the question of -

Nhfﬂ_axports. After examining prospects in particular markets it says 3 "For the
immediate future it sesms likely that world deomand for mamufactures will increasoc, *
if less quickly than of late., In these circumstances UK exports cannot be expect—
aed to grow more than modestly unless there is an improvement in the UK's sharc of
trade. Such an improvement might have beem easier to achieve if the UK had joined
the EEC, UK exporters would have gained access on fgvourable terms to a large f
and growing market; entry would slso have oxposed British industry to greater cor—
petition at home, and thereby made it easier o promote the continuing changes
which are needed. Both these advantages are now denied, further change, hea,
therefore, bocome much more necessary and much more difficult. The immediate nceds
are rostraints of costs, which requires in its turn an effective incomes policy,
and agressive salosmanship."

Morecover there is another dark cloud on the horiszon - it appears lilk=
ely that there will bo a crisis in the medium and long-term credit system used hy
Britain (and other countries) to boost its exports (espeooially of heavy goods).
The UK has sought to ensure that its exporters, whether trading with less dovel”
oped countries or with other countries, are no less able to grant such credit thon
are their foreign competitors, Information is presented About the activities of
400 of the larger exporting firms., The exports concerned sre mainly capital goods
including all forms of machinery, railway and road vehicles., ships and aircraft}
together these account for noarlly half of all UK oxports outside the sterling area.
Over the last 10 years total exports to countries outside the sterling arsa have |
increased, But the rate of growth of credit has been faster than the growih of
exports. Figures show that a little over one third of total exports on credit
during 1961 were to North America and Western Buropes Latin imerica took 4 and
other countries outside the sterling area, underdeveloped and otherwisse, a little
over one third also. The proportion of credit going to the last groups has since
increased at the expensc of credit to Western Durope and North /imerica. This is
particularly important in the case of exported angineering goods, and is quite
significant in the light of the racession in senginsering,

Crodit facility extensions however present their probloms and the
Bank has this to say ¢ " This analysis has been concermed solely with the trends .
of export credit granted to importers cutside the sterling area. Although compar=
able figures for the sterling areas are not available, there 1s 1little doubt that
the same trends apply. Within their limitations, the figures demonstrate the grow=
ing wvolume and lengthening terms of export credit granted by the UK, it is true in
greater or less degree of all industrialised countries. This has 4mplications both
for the developing and the capital exporting countries. Some of the former havo
already shown signs of building up a dangerously heavy burden of medium term debi
and there are fears that others may encounter similar difficulties. Lengthening
credit terms result of course in increasing celays in the receipt of proceeds with
consequent repercussions on the reserve position of the main exporting countrios."

The National Economic Development Commission estimates that exports ¢
mst inerease iy 10 % if the economy is $0 sustain a growth of 4 %, From what tho"
Bank of BEngland has to say on the export prospocts for this country, this target
gseems to be very remote. If National Productivity Year is to yield the same
results in the export field as it has in the field of employment, then Heddy is
likely to prove of the same doubtful value as Nick.




