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THE ZSATH AGOVY OF CAPITALISL AID THE TASKS OF THE

POURTE INTERFATIOKAL

kobilization of the Lasses Arounc Iransitional Demands

In Preparation

¥or the Conguest of Fower

Ihe Objective Prerecuisites for a fociclist Revblution

The world politicel situation ac a whole is chiefly charsc—
terized by a historicel crisis of the leacershkip of the proletariat.

The economic prercquisite for the proletarian revolution hae
already in genercl achieved the highest point of fruition that can
be reached under capitalism. Mankind's productive forces stecgnate.
Alre=dy, new inventions and improvements fail to raise the level of
material wealth. Conjunctural crises under the weight of the social
Ccrisis affecting the whole capit:zlist system weigh ever hecvier de-
privations end sufferings upon the macses. Growing unemployment,
Ain its turn, deepensg the financial crisis of the Sftate and under-
mines the unstable onetary systems. Democratic regimes, as well as
fascist, stagger on from one bankruptcy to another.

The bourgeoisie itcelf sees no may out. In countries where
it has already been forced to stake itc last upon the cnrd of fas-
cisit, it now toboggans with closed eyes toward an economic and mi-
litary catastrophe. 1In the'historioally—privileged countries, i.e.,
in those where the bourgeoisie can still for a certain period permit
itself the luxury of democracy at the expense of national accumula-
tions (Creat Britain, Francec, United States, etc.) all of capital's
traditional parties are in a state of perplexity, bordering on a
paralysis of will., The "New Deal", despite its first period pre-
tentious resoluteness, represents but a special form of political
perplexity, possible only in a country where the bourgeoisie suc-
ceeded in accumulating incalculable wealth. The present crisis,
far from having run its full course, has already succeeded in shows
ing that "New Deal" politics, like Popular Front politics in France,
opén no new exit from the econoiic blind-alley.

International relatiors present no better picture., Under the
increaszing tension of capitalist disintegration, imperialist anta-
gonisms reach an impasse at the hight of which separste claches and
bloody local disturbances (Zthiopia, Spein, the Far Tast, Central
Europe):must inevitably coalesce into a conflagration of world di-

. mentione, The bourgeoisie, of course, is aware of the mortal dan—
ger to its domination represented by & new war, But that clase is
§gr4immeasurably lese tapable of averting war than on the eve of

All t-1k to the effect that historical conditions have not
yet "ripenec" for gocialism is the product of ignorance or conscious
deception. The objective prerequisites for the proletarian revolu-
tion have not only "ripened"; they have bezun to get somewhat rotten,
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Without a socislis* rcvolution, in the next historic-1 veriod, at
that -- ¢ cetastronhc thre:tens tHe vhole cul‘ure of wankind., The
turn is now to the proletariat, ire., chiefly to it revolutionary
venguard. The higtoricol cricis of munkind is reducecd to the cri-
8is of the revolutionery leadéFship.- . s

The Proletariat and its Leaderchis

The econouy, the stcte, the politics of the bourgeoisie and
its international relations are completely bli:hted by a socicl
c¢risis, characterigtic-of a pre-revolutio: ary state of society. The
chief ovstzcle in the path of transforming the pre-revoluticnary
into a revolutionary state is the opportunist character of proletas
rian leadership; its petty bourgeois cowarcice before the big bour-
geoisie and its perfidious connection with it :even in its death
agony. ' - o ‘ o —

, In all countries the proletariat is wracked by a de ' p dis-
- quiet. In millions, the masses zgain znd again move onto the road
-0f the revoluticnary outbreaks. But e~ch time they are blocked by
their own conservative burczucretic apparatus.. .

The Sprnish proletarist hasg made . a scries of heroic sttempts
since April 1931 to take power in its hande and .guide the fate of
society. Fowever, its ovn pirties (Social Democrats, Stalinists,
Anarchiste, POUkiists) -- each i~ its- own vey =- acted as a brake and
thus prepvared Franco's triviaphs. :

; ‘In'France,.the grect weve of "sit-down" strikes, particular-
-1y during June 1936, revealed the whole-hearted readiness of the

- Proletariat:to overthrow the cépitalisgt systenm. .However, the lead-
ing or:anizations (Socialists, Stalinists, Syndicalists) under the

-label of -the Popular' Front succeeded in canalizing and demming, ‘at

least temporarily, ‘the revolutionary. strecum. =

The unprecedented wave of sit-dowm strikes and,the amezingly
‘rapid growth of industrial unionism in the United States (the CIO)
is-most indisputable expression of ‘the instinctive striving of the
~American-workers to raise thémselves to the level ‘of the tasks im-
“ posed on them by history. But here, too, .the leading political or-
ganizations, including the nevly-created C.1.0., do everything pos-
8ible to keep in check and baralyze the revolutionary pressure of
the masges. _ ' L . ~ .

The definite passing over of the Comintern to the side of. the
bourgeois order, its cynically counter-revolutionary role throughout
the world, particularly in Spain, France, the United Statec and .

- other "democratict countries, created exceptional supplementary --dif-

- ficulties for the world proletariat. Under the banner of the Octo-

ber Revolution, the concilictory politics practiced by the "People's

gront" dooms the working class to impotence and clears the road for

ascism, . . , : -

. "Peoples' Fronts" on p@éﬂbne_hand -~ fascisw on the other;
these are the last politicsl resourceg.of imperialism in the strug-
gle aguinet the bProletarian revolution, Froém the historical point
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of view, however, both thesc resources nre stop-gaps. The decay of
copitalisem continues. under the g8ign of the Fhrygian cap in France
as under thc sign of the ewaetice in Géruany. Nothing short of the
everthrow of the bourzeoisie oan op:n & road out.

The oricntation of the masces is cetermined first by the ob-
jective conditiong of decaying cupit:lism, and second, by the trea-
cherous politics of the old workers'! organizations. Of thesc fac-
¥ore, the first, of course, is the decieive one: the lawe of hist-
ory arc suronger than the bureaucratic apparatus. No matter how
the method: of the social-betrayerr differ -- from the "social" le-
cislaticon of Blum to the judicial freme-ups of Stalin -- thgy will
never succeed in bresking th- revolutionary will of the proleteriat.
&8s time goee on, their decperate efforts to hold back the wheel of
history will demonstrate more. clecrly to the masses that the crisie
of the proletarian lesderchip, having become the crigis in mankinds
tulture, €an be resglved only by the Pourth International.

" The linimum Program snd a Transifioral Prograin -

The staate%ic t: 8k of the next period -~ a pre-revolutionary
period of agpitation, propaganda end orgenization -- consists in
overcoming the contradiction betwe«n the maturity of the objective
revolutionary eonditione and the iumaturity of the proletariat and
its vanguard (the confusion zud disappointment of the older genera-
tion; the inexperience of the younger generaticn). It is necessary
to help the masses in the proces:c of the deily strugile to find the
bridge between present demsnds and the socielist program of the re-
volution. This Lridge should include a system of transitional de-
mands, stemuaing from today's conditieons and from today'ls conscious-
ness of wide layers of the vworking class and inalterably leading to
one final conciusion: the conguest of power by the proletariat.

5 Classical Sociel Democracy, functioning in an epoch of prog-
rescive capitalism, divided its prograw into two parts, independent
of :gne another; the minimum progrem which limited itself to reforme
within the framework Of wvourgeois cociety, end the maximum programn
which promised substitution of socimlism for capitaslism in the in-
definite future. Between the minimum and the maximum program no
bridge existed. And indeed Social Democracy has no neec of such a
bridge since the word Bocialiem is uged only for holiday speechify-
ing. The Comintern has get out to follow the path of Social Dewoc-
racy in an epoch of dec:ying cspiteliem; vhen, in genersl, there
can be no discussion of systematic eocial reforms and the raising of
the macses' living etanderds; sthem ovors sordous domnand of thoe
proleterinat apnd oven overy serious dorard of ithe potiy-bourgooisie
inevitably roaoh beyond the limits of capitalist property relations
and of the bourgeois state.,

The strategical task of the Fourth Internatisnal lies not in
reforming capitaliem but in its overt row. The political aim: the
conquest of power by the proletariat for the purpose of expropriat-
ing the bourgeoisie. However, the achievewent of this strategic
task is unthinkable without the most considered attention to all,
even small and partisl questiong of tsetics. All sections of the
proletariat, all its layers, profezeions end groups ehould be
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drawn into the revolutioncry movement. ‘The nresent epoch is distin-
guished not for the fact that it frees the revolutionary party from
day-to-day work ‘but because it permits. this work to be carried on
indissolubly with the actual trsks of the revolution.

‘The’ Fourth-Thternational does not discard the orogram of the

~ 0ld minimal® demands to the degree to6 which.these have nreserved at

“least papt of thelr vital forcefulhness. Indefatigebly, it defends

the deémocratie rights and soelsl conquests.of . the workers, But it .
carries on this day-to-day wdork within the fr:me-work of the corrcect

" actual, that is, revolutionary perspective. Insofar as the old, par-

tial "minimal" demands of the masses ¢losh with the destructive and
degrading tendencies of ‘decadent capitalism -=- and this occurs at -
each step -~ the Fourth.International advances a. Bysem of transition-

-al demands, the essence of whigh 1s cdntained.in the faot tThat ever
'more onenly and decisively they will be directed against the very

bases of -the bourgeois regime, The old "minimel program" 'is super-
seded by the transitional,nrogra%, the task of which liles in system-
9ses 1

atic mobilization of ¥ho ma or the proletarian revolution. .

_The Sliding ngle of Wages and the Sliding Scalo of  Working Hours

..

- ~Under the ‘conditions of disintegrnting oipitdlism, the masses
continue to livethe meagerized life of the oppressed, threatonod
now more thin at any othcr time with the .danger of being oast to ‘tho
pit of pauperism, The massos mist defond their mouthful of bread,
1f thoy cannot incredsec or better ite Thore is rioithér tho neod nor
the opnortunity to onumerate hore those sopartto, paptial demands
which time and agaln arise on' tho basis of conerctc .cirocumstances =~--
ngtional, local, professional. But two basic ceonomic afflictions,
1anhich>is_summqrizddltho dnercasing absurdity of -tho capitalist
systom: that 1s, -unomploymerit ond high ovriccs, domehd generalizod
s{oganS'and methods oF s rugglo., =& = SOTERE & S

‘The Fourth Intornational declarcs uﬁhoﬁpromiaing Wdr‘on tho

" politics of- the capitalists- whidl, to a considorablo dogroc, Mke

- the politioce of thcir ngoente, tho reformists) aims to placc the wholo

burden of militorism, the crisis, the disorgahization of tho monctary
-gystoem and all.other scourges' stomming from éapitalism®s doath agony

upon tho. backs of the toilors.- Tho Fourth Intornational domands
cmployment andl decent liying coq@itions for all, - e

Noithor monetary inflation ob- stahilization con sorve as slo-
gans for the prolctorist beeausc "thicsc arc but two cnds of the samo

- stick. ‘Against a bounding risec in priecs, whieh with the approach

of war will assumc an over morc unbridled chardetor, onc can fight
only undcr the slogan of a gliding sealec of woges. This means that
collcctive agrocmorts should assurc an ocutomnTie risc in wvages in
rclation to thoe incrcasc in priccs of consumor goods.

Undor tho mennco of its own disintogration, the vroletorict

:‘éannot pormit the transformation -of an increasing scetion of the

workers into chroniecally unemploycd paupers, living off the slops

of a crumbling socloty. ' The right to omploymont 'is tho only scrious
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right left to tho workor in o socloty bascd upon oxploitestion. This
right today is belng shorn from him ot overy step. Against uncmonloy-
mont, "structural’ as woll as "eonjunctural," tho timo is ripc to
advanco along with the s8logan of public works, tho slogan of a slid-
ing scclo of working hours. Trado unions ond othor mass organizations
should bind tho worﬁers ond the unomployod togcther in the solider-
i1ty of mutual rosponsibility. On this basis, all thc work on hand
would thon be dividod amonz all oxisting workors. in asecordanco with
how tnc oxtont of tho working week is defined. Tho avorago WCgOo

oy ovory worKkor remsins the same as it was undor the old working
wock. Weges, undor a strictly guanenteed minimum, would follow tho
movomont of prices. "It is impossiblo to accopt any other nrogram
for the prosont catastrophie period. :

Property owners and their lawyors will prove the ™anrcnliz-
abllity" of thosc domands, Smallor, ospocinlly ruinod ocapitnlists,
in addition will rofor to thoir acocount lodgers. Tho workers catc-
gorically donoungo such conclusionis and roforoncos. Tho quostion
Ts not onc of = "rormal" sollision betwocn opposcd matorial intcrcsts.
Tho question is ono of guarding tho mrolctariat from doocay, domoral-
ization and ruin. The quostion is ono of lifo or doath of tho only
orcative and nrogrossive. class, ond by that tokon of the futurc of
monklnd. 1If capitalism is inecapablo of satisfying the domcnds,
inovitably arising from tho calamitics gonorntod by 1tsclf, thon lot
it porish. "Roalizability" or “unroalizebility" are in tho’givon in-
staneo a guestion of the rclationship of foreces; vhieh can bc dccid-
od only by tho struggloe. By moans of this strugglo, no motter vhet
1ts immedinte proctienl sucecsses may bo, the workors will bost come
to undorstand the noeossity of liquidnting capitalist slavory.

Trado Unions in the Transitional Epoqp

. In tho strugglo for partial ond transitional domands, tho
vorkors, now moro than cver beforo, nood mass organizations; prin-
cipally, trnde unlons. Thc powerful growth of trade unionism in
Frenoce and the Unitod Stntes is the bost rofutation to tho oroc.ch-
monts of thosc ultra-loft doctrinnaircs, who have boon tonching that
trado unions have "oulivod thoir usefulness." -

The Bolshevik-Loninist stands in tho front-line tronchos:of
all kinds of strugglos, ovon vhon thcy involve only tho most modost -
material intorosts or &omocratic righs of tho vorking class. Ho
takos aetive part in mass trado unions for the purposc of strength-
cning thom cnd raising tholr splrit of militonoy. Ho fights uncom-
promisingly against any attompt to subordinnto the unions to the -
bourgcols state and bind the proletariat to "compulsory arbitration"
and cvery othor form of policc guardinnship -- not only fascist but
also "domocratic"., Only on the basis of such work vithin tho trado
unions 1is succcssful strugglo possiblc cgainst tho reformists, in-
cluding thosc of the Stalinist burocueraecy. Scetarian attcmp£s to
build or proscrve smrll "rovolutionary" unions, as a socond zdition
of the porty, signify in actuality the ronounc{ng of tho strugglo for
locadership of tho working class. It is nocesscry to cstablish this
firm rulo: sclf-isolation of thc ocavitulationists varicty from mass
tradc unions, which 1s tontamount to a betrayal of the rcvolution,
is incompatiblo ﬁith a%horonep to Epc Fogyth Ieyornational. '

At the same: time, the Fourth Internationasl resolutely rejccts
and condemns trade union fetishism, equally characteristic of trade-
unionists and syndicalists,
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(2) Trade unions do not offer, and in line with their tesk,
composition, nnd manner of recruiting membgrship, cannot offer a

finished revolutionary pfog;gm;_,ipjcongeQuence,'they:cannot replace
the pcrty. The building of nation2l revolutionary parties ae sec-
tions of the Fourth Internstionzl is thé central task.of the transi-
tional epoch. , Lo e s ‘-~1f«@J9um.~. :

(b) Trade unions,-even the wost powerful, embrace rio more than
20 to 35 percent of the working class, and at that, predominently
the more skilled and better paid layers. .The more oppressed major-
ity of the working class is drawn only eplisodically into the strug-
gle, during a period of éx¢é tional upsurges in the labor movement.
During such wouents it is necessary to create organizatioms, ad hoc,
embracing the whole fighting macs: strike committees, factory commit-
tees 'and finally, Soviete. . ... - | _ _ ,

. (c) As organizations expregdive of the top lsyers of the pro-
letoriat, trade unions,:as witnessed by all pgst historical experi- .
ence, -including the fresh expezience;of.ﬁhe,ana;q;»syndicaliét'ﬁnions.
in'Spaih,~developed.pqw§rfu1;tendenciﬁs'towafd compromise with the ' -
bqurgéois;democratic’xe ime fIn;ger;ods_dffaépte‘class'struggle; the .
leading functionaries of the tradv uniohe aim to Yecome masters of -
the mogs movement in ordeér to render it'harmless. This is already
occurring during the period of simple .8trikes; especially in the case
of mass sit-down strikes whieh shake the principle of bourgeois prop~'
erty. In time of wer or- -‘revolution, whenm the bourgeoisie 1ig o ‘
Plunged into exceptionnl @ifficulties, trade union lexzders usyally
become bourgeoig mininters. - S
Thererore, the cections of the Fourth Internationel should
slweys strive not only to renev the top leadership of the trade u-
nions, boldly and resolutely in-critical momente advancing new mil-
itant leaders in plsce of routine.functionaries and g:reerists;
but also to cre:te in &1l poegible Anstances independent militant .
organizations corresponding more closely to the problems of mass .
struggle against bourgeois -society; not stopping, Af necessery,
even in ‘the face of o dirsct bre:k with the conservative apparatus’
of the trade unions. If 3t ‘be .criminal to turn oneé's- back to mass
organizations for the sake of foustering sectarian fictions, it 1s no
less 80 to passively toler:te -Bubordination*®r disguised conserva-
tive ("progressive") bureaucratic cligues. Trade unions are not ends
i? E?emeéﬁves; they are but weans along the 16ad to proletarian rev-
olution. N ' A . - : ' S .

Factory Coumittees .

. During a transition:l epoch, the workers uovement does not have
a systemutic and well-balarced but o feverish and explosive cherac-
ter. Slogans es well as organizational forms ghould be subordina-.
ted to the indices of the woveinent. " On;guard againet routine hznd- .
ling of a situation & sgainst a plague, -the leadership should re—.
spond sénsitively.to the iniative of the nasses. . Sit-down strikes,
the latest phenoiiénon of thie kind ,of inisztive, go.beyond the Iimite
of Mnorial" cepitclist procedure. ;- Independently of the demands of
the:strikérs;'théutemporarv.aeizggefof factories deals a blow to the

¥ oF the revolutionary nees mqvement toithe‘controi of openly re-
actionary - O T o R
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idol, cepitalist property. Every Sit-down strike poses in a prac-
tical munner the queestion of who is bosc éf the factory: the capita-
list or the worker?

If the sit-down strike raiseg this cuestion episodically, the
factory coumittee gives it orgcanized expression. Electcd by all the
Tactory eaployees, the Pdaetory comnittee immediatly created a counter-
weight to the will of the adminictza$ion. ’

The reforanist criticisim of bosees of the so-cslled "economic
voyalist" type like Ford in contra-distinction to "good","cdemocra-
tic" exploiters, we counterpoiece the elogan of factory comiittees
as centers of struggle against both the first.erd the scoond.

' Tr:de union bureaucrats, in acoordance with their general con-
duct, will 1esist’ the orecation of factory committees as they resist
every bold step teken along the road of motilieing the masses.

. However, the wlder the swegp of the wovemsnt the easier will
it be to break this reglatence. There the clored shop hes already
been instituled in "pe#iceful" times, the comsittee will forially co-
incide with tne usual orgen of the trade union, but will renew its
personnel and iden its functions. The prime significance of the
committee,however, lies in the fact that it becomes the wilitant
staff for such working clage loyers as the trade union is usually
ipncapable of moving to.action. It is precisely from these more op-
pregsed layers th~t the 108t self-sacrificing battalions of the re-
volution will come I

From the momert thet the committee makes its appearance, a
factual ‘ducl porer ie cctabliched in the factory. By ite very es-
sence, it represents thio transitional stdte because it includes in
-itegelf two irreconcilacle regimes: the capitalist and the proletariat.
The fundamental significence of factory comamittees is precisely con-
vained in the fact that they open the deors if not to a direct revo-
lutionary, then to a pre-rcvolutionary peried,-~ between the bour~
geois -nd the proletarienr regimes. That the propagation of the fsc-
tory committee idea is neither premature nor artificial is amply at-
testecd to by the waves of git-down strikes spreading rhrough ceverel
countries. Few waves ¢f this type will b. inevitable in the immedisatc
future. It is necessary ro begin a campaign in-favor of factory cou-
wittees In tide in order not to be caught unawares. I

"Businegs Secrets® gnd ggggerg',gpntrél of Industry

Liberal capitalism, based upon competition and free trade,
has completely receded into the past. 1Its sudcessor, monopolistic
cepitalism, not only does not mitigate the anarchy of the market but
on the contrary ‘imparts to it a particularly convulsive character,
“he necessity of "controlling" economy, of placing state "guidance"
over industry and of "planning" ie today recognized -~ at least in
vords -- by almost all ocurrent bourgeoig and petty bourgecis tenden-
ciles, from fascist to social-democratic. With the fascists, it is
mainly & question of "planned" plundering of the people for military
purposes. - The social-democrats prepare to drain the ocean of anarchy
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with spoonfuls of bureeucratic "planning". Engineers and proefessors

write articles about "technocracy". .In their cowardly experiments

in "reguletion," democratic governments run head into the invincible

sabotage of big capital. ' ' e T

_ . The actual relationship existing between the exploiters and
~the democratic "controllers" is best characterized by the fact that
‘the gentlemen "reformers" stop short in pious trepidation before .the
threshold of the trusts and jtheir business!secretg", Here the prin-
ciple of "non-interference" with business dominates. The accounts
kept between the individual capitalist and society remains the sec-
ret of the capitalist: they are not the concern of society. The
motivation offered for the principle of businese "secrets" is osten-
s8ibly, as in the epooh of liberal capitalism, that of free "competi-
tion". In reality, the trusts keep no secrets from one another. -

* The business secrets of the present epoch -are part of a persistent
plot of monopoly caiitalism'againat the ‘Ainterests of society. Pro-
jects for limiting the autocracy of "esonomioc royalists" will
ccontinue to be pathetic farces as long as private owners of the

-:gooial means of production can hide from producers and consumers
the machinations of exploitation, robbery,.and fraud. . The abolition

--of -"business secrets" is the firet step towards actual control.of
Jdndustry. - | - e : CL . A' o

} Workers no lege than capitalists have the right to know the
"gecrete" .of the factory, of the trust, of the whole branch of in-
rdustry, of the national economy at a whole. First and foremost,
*banks, heavy industry and centralized transport should be placed

under an obgervation glass.

... The next tagks of workers' control should be to explain the
debits and credits of society, beginning with individual business
undertakings; to determine the actual share of the national income
-wolfed by the individual capitalist and by all the exploiters taken
. together; to expose the behind-the-scenes deals and swindles of
~banks and trusts; finally, to reveal to all members of society that
unconscionable’ squandering of human labor which is the result of
capitalist ‘anarchy and naked pursuit of profits. :

: . No. office-holder of the bourgeois state is in a position to
~ carry out this work, no matter with how great authority one would
wish to endow him, All the world was witness to the impotence of
President Roosevelt and Premier Blum againgt the plottings of the
"60" or "200 familieg" of their respective nations. To break the
resistance of the exploiters, the mass pressure of the proletariat
is necessary. Only factory committeces cam bring about real .control
of production calling in -~ as consultants but not as "techhocrats"
-~ gpecialists sincerely devoted to the people; accountants,
. 'statisticiane, engineers, scientists, etc. vy e

T T T A N

e 'The struggle against unemployment is maot to be.considered

" without the calling for a.broad .apd .bold organization of publio
wgrks; But public works ocar ‘have.a continuous and -progressive sig-

nificance for society, ag :for -the un¢mployed themselves, only when

S )
Tl
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they are made part of a general plan, worked out to cover a con-
siderable number of years. Within the framework nf thir plan, the
workers would demand rvesumption, &s public utilities, of work in
private businessec closed as a result of the.crisis. WoTrkeuss! wen-
trol in such cases would be replaced by direct workers' mansgsmani

: The working out of even thg most elementary economic plan
. == from the point of view of the exploited, not the exnloiters --
'is impossible without workers! coptrel, that is, without zthe pene-
_tration of the worker‘s eye into al} open and concealec aprings of
~ capitalist economy. Coumlttces répresenting indivicdual business
-enturprises should meet at conferences to chocse corresponding
comuittees of trusts, whole hranches of industry, economic regiora

“‘and finally, of national indusiry as a whole. Thus, workers:® con.

trol becomes a gchool for planned egonomy. On the basis of the
experience of control, thc proletariat will prepare itself for
direct wmanageuent of nationalized industry when the hour for that
eventuality will strike.

To those capitalisti, mainly of the lower .and miidle strata,
who of their own accord sometimes offer to throw open their books
to the workers —- ugwally to demongtrate the necessity 'af lowering
wages -- the workers answer that they are not interested in the
bookkeeping of individual bankrupts.er semi-bankrupts but in the

_account ledgers of all exploiters .as a whole. The workers cannot
and do not wish to accomodste- the level of their living conditions

“to the exigencies of individual capitalists, themgelves victims of

their own regime. The task is one of reorgenizing the whole system
of production and distribution on a more dignified and workable ba-
. sig, If the abolition of business secrets be a necessary condition

. to workers' control, then control ds the first step along the road

to the socialist guidance of' cconouy.

Expropriation of Separatc Groups of Qapitalists

. . The socialist program of expropriation, i.e., of political .
overthrow of the bourgeoisie and liguidation of its economic domwi-
nation, should in no case during the precent transitional period
hinder us frou advancing, when the occasion warrents, the demand for
the expropriation of several key branches of industry vital for na-
tional existence or of the mogt parasitic graip of the bourgeoisic.

. Thus, in answer to the pa thetic jeremiads of the gentlewmen~
domocrats anent the dictatorship of the "6QFamilies" of the United
States or the "300 Families" of France, we counterpoise the dcuend
for.ihedexpropriation of thesc 60 or 300 feudelistic ocapitalist

In precicely the same way we dcmand the expropriation of the
corporations holding. monopolies on war industries, railroads, the
wost important sources of raw materials, etc. B

The diffeérence betwoen these demands and the muddle-headed
reformist glogan of "nationalization" lies in the following: (1) we
reject indemnification; (3) we warn thc massee agcinet denagogues

#
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of the Peoplcs Front who, giving lip-eervice to nationalization, re-
main in reality agentr of capital; .(3) we call upon the masses to
rely only on their ovn revolutionary strength; (4) we link up the
question of expropriation with that of seizute of the power by the
worfers and farmers., & - . R

The necessity of advancing thc slogan of expropriation in the
carrsc of daily ag itation in partial form, and not only in our pro-
- pagande in its more comprehensive aspects, is dictated by the fact
that different branchec of irdustry:are on different levels of de-
vclopuent, occupy a different plece in the life of gociety and pass
through different stager of the claas struggle., Only a general re-
volutiorary upsurge of the proletariat can place the complete €Xpro-
priation of the bourgeoisie on the order of the -day. The task of
tragfitional demands 1s to prepare the proletariat to solve this
problem, . , ' C R e

he Picket Line -- Defensc Groups -—- Workers' §111f1§~;;ﬂggg Armigg
_gvthe §ro1e ariat ~ - ' T . - . T

5 Sit-down strikes are a serious warning from the masses @ddres—
sed: not only to the bourgeoisie Lut also to the organizations of the
vorkers, including the Faurth Intcrnational, ' In 1919-1920, ‘the
Italian workers secided factoriees on their own initiative, thus sig-

- naling ‘the news to thtir "leaders" of the coming of the social revo-
.“lution, The "leaders" paid ho heed -t0' the signal.. The ¥ictory of

- fascism wac the result, . :
- . Bit-down strikes 4o not yet incan the seizure of factories in

the Italian manner; but they arc a decisive step toward such seizurc.
The precent crisis can sharpen the class struggle to an extreime
point and bring nearer the moment of denouement. But that does not
mean that a revolutionary situation comes on at one stroke. Actual-
ly, its approach ig signalized by a continyous series of convulsions.
One of these is the wave of sit-down strikes. The problem of the
sections of the Fourth International is to help the proletarian van-
- guard understand the general character and tempo of our epoch and to

fructify in time the etruggle of the masses with ever more resolute
and militant organiz-tional measures. o ' o

The sharpening of the proletariat'e struggle means the sharp-
ening of the methods of counter-attack on the part of capital, Ncw
~ Waves of sit-down strikes can call forth and undoubtedly will call
- forth resolute counter-measures on the part of the bourgeoisic.

- Preparatory work is already being done by the confidential staffs
of big trusts. Woe to the revolutionary organizations,: woe to the
prolctariat if it is again caught unawares! e

The bourgeoisic is nowhere satisfied with official police and
aruy. In the United States even during "peaceful" timee the boute
geoisic mainteins militarizcd battalions of scabe and privately~armed
thugs in factories, To this must now be added thc various groups of
Aumerican Nazis. The French bourgcoisie at the first approach of dan-
ger unobilized semi-legal and ‘illegal fascist detachments, including
such as arc in the army. No sooner does the pressuré of thc English
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workers once again becoic stronger than immediately the bands of
Lord Mosley are doublcd, trebled, -increased tenfold to come out in
bloody march against the workers. - The bourgeoisie kecpe itself most
. accurately inforued about the fact that: in the present epoch the
clacs struggle irresistibly tends to transform itself to civil war.
The cxamplec of Italy, Germany, Augstria, Spain and other countries
taught considerably more to the magnates 'and ladkeys of cepital than
to the official leadere of the proletariat. .

‘The politioians of the Second and Third Internationals, as
well as the bureaucrats of th: trade unions, consciously close their
cyes to thc hourgeoisic's private army; otherwise, they could not
prcsemve their alliance with it for even twenty-four hours, The
reforuists systematically iuplant in the wminde of the workcrs the
notion that the sacrednoss of denogracy is best guaranteed when the
baurgeoisie is armed to the teeth amd the workers are unarmed.

The duty of the Fourth Intcrmational is to put an end to such
slevish politics once and for all. The petty-baurgeois democrats -~
including social-dcmocrats, Stalinists and Aparchists -- yell louder
about the struggle ageimst fascigm the nore cravenly thcy cepitulate
to it in actuality. Only agucd vorkers' detachuents, who fecel the
support of ,tens of millions of toilers behind thew, can successfully

' Prevall against the fasoist bande. - The struggle against fascism -
does not start in the Iiberal editorial office but in the fastory --
and ends in the street. 8cabs -and private gun-men in factory plants
are the basic nuclei of the faeciet'arm¥; 'ggrike ickets are the
basic nuclei of the proletarien army. ~This ¥s our point of depart-
gre. In connection with every strike and street demonetration, it

* is imperative to propegete the necéssity of creating workers' groups
for self~defense. It is necessary to write this slogan into tﬁe
pProgram of the revolutionary wing of the trade unions. It is impe-
ratlve everywhere possible, beginning with the youth groups, to or-
ganizg groups for gelf-defense; to drill and aquaint them with the
use of arms. : Co S

: A new upsurge of the mwass movement should serve not only to
increase the numbér of these units but also to unite them according
--..%a neighborhoeds, cities, regions.' It is necessary to give organ-

- 1zed expression to the valid hatred of the workers toward scabs and
bands of gangsters and fascists. It is necessary to advance the slo-
gan of a workerg! militia as the one serious guarantee for the invi-
Olability of workers' organizations, meetinge and-press. |

* . Only with the help of such systematic, persistent, indefati-

- gable, .courageous aggitational and organizational work, always on the
basis of the experience of the masses themselves, is it poseible to
root out from their consciousness the traditions of submissiveness
and passivity; to train detachments of herocic fighters capable of set-
ting an example to all tollers; to inflict a series of tactical de-
feats upon the armed thugs of countér-revolution; to raise the self-
confidence of the exploited and ‘Oppressed; to compromise fascism in
the eyes of the petty-bourgeois and pave the road for the conqueést
of power by the proletariat. - . S
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~fip0+s defincd the 8tatc as bodics of "ormed mon". The arm-
ing of tho prolct-ri~t is an impor~tivc concomitant olomcnt to IES
strugglc for liborrtion. When the nroletarict wills 1%, it will
find the road and tho moans to arming. In this fiocld also the. load-
orship falls n- tur lly to the soctiona of tho Fourth Intornttional.

Tho Alliﬂnoo of tho Workcrs and F rmcrs

. The brothor-in-arms oend countorp~rt of tho workor in tho- coun-
try is tho ogricultural laborcr. Thoy arc two parts of onc ~nd tho
samc class. Thoir intorosts arc insecpoarables. Tho industriol worker!s
progrom of transitionnl demnnds, with changos horo and thorc, is
. likowisc tho program of‘tho wgriculturgl nrolotariat.

: The poasants (r«rmors) roprcscnt anothor class: they arc tho
potty bourgooisio of tho village. Tho potty bourgooisic is mndo

up of various loyors: fromtho semi-prolctarisn to the oxploitor clo-
monts. In cecordance with this, tho political task of tho industricl
prolotarint is to 6arry tho olass struggle into ‘the country. Only
thus will he be able to divido his allios and his onomios.

Tho noouliaritios of national dovclonmont of cach country
find thoir qucorost oxprossion in tho status ‘of farmors ond to somo
oxtont of tho urban gotty Jourgooisio {artischs and shop kocpors).
Theso classes, no mattor how numorically strong: thoy may be, ossone-
tially aro roproscntqtivo -survivals of pro-capinlist forms of pro-
duction. Tho scctions of tho Fourth Internrtional should work out
- with 211 possiblc concrotonoss'n program of transitional dom~nds’
concorning tho poasants (farmors) and - urban: petty-bourgooisio and
conformrblo to tho gonditions of-onch. ocuntry. -The advrnced workers
:should lesrn to givo elonr and. 6oncroto answors to tho quostions put
by thcir futurc allios. ‘ . .

Whilo tho farmer romn ins an "1ndonondont potty producor ho
is in ncod of choap erodit, of agricultural machinos 2hd fortilizor
at pricecs he ocn afford to.pay, favorablo conditions of transport,
and consciontious orgonization of tho markot for his agricultural
products. But the banks, thc trusts, tho mcrchants rob the farmer
from overy sido. Only tﬁo farmers tﬂomsolvos with thc holp of tho
workors, ean curb this robbory. Committoos oiocbod by small farmers
should mako thoir appoaranco on tho national.scone ond Jointly w
workers?! committoos and committcos of bonk omploycos t~ke into- thoir
hands control of transnort, crodit, ond mcrc"ntilo oper: tlons affoc-
-~ ing agriculturo. ' : S

By falsoly eiting tha "oxcossivo" donﬂnds of ﬁho wcrkcrs, the
bilg bourgoolsio skillfully tronsforms tho quostion of cormodit priccr
into 2 wedgo to. be driven betweon the Wworkers and farmors: and bo-
twoon thc workers and tho. ootty-bnurgooisio of tho eitlos. Tho poa-
'sant, artisan, smpll morchant, unliko tho industrial-worker, offieco
and civil. sorvico cmployoo, cannot dem~nd o woge inercosc corrosnond~
ing to tho inercasc in priccs. The official struggle eof tho govorn-
ment with high priccs is only a docoption:of tho massos. But tho
ferrors, crtisans morchants in tholr capacity of consumors, can
. 8tep 1nto ‘the politics of nr ce-fixing shouldcr to shouldor with the
workérs. To the capltalist's lomontgtions about costs of production,
of transport and trado, the consumecrs answer: . “"Show us your-boeks;
wo domrnd contrel ovor tho fixing of oricos.“ The orgnns of this
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control should be the committeos sm origes, made up of dele-

"gates from the factories, trude unlens, cooperatives, farmers

organizations, the "little man" of the city, house-wives, etc.
By this menns the workers will be aeble to nrove to the formers
that the real reason for high nricss is nét highAwages but the
exorbitant profits of the conitalist and the overhead expensés

of capitalist anarghy.

L1 64t Kias

The program for the natlonslization of the land end

collectivization of agriculture should be sc drawn that from

1ts very basis it should exclude the nosslibility of expropri-
ation of smell farmers and their compulsory collectiviation,
The farmer will remain owner of his plot of land as long as

he himself bolieves it possible and
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necessary. In order to rchabilitate the program of socialism in the
eyes of the farmer, it is necess:ry to expose mercilessly the Stali:
igt methods of ocollectivization, which are dictated not by the inter-
ests of the farmers or workers but by the interests of the bureau-
cracy.

The expropriation of the expropriatérs likewise does not sif-
nify forcible confiscation of thc property of artisans and shop-
kcepers. On the contrary, workers' control of bankes and trusts --
even more, the nationalization of these concerns can create for the
urban petty-bourgeoisie incomparusbly more favorable conditions of
credit, purchase and sale than is possible under the unchecked domi-
nation of the monopolies. Dependence upon private capital will De
replaced by deperndence upon the 8tate, which will be the more atten-
tive to the needs of its small co-woekers and agents the stronger
the toilers themselves will keep control of the State in their hands.

The practical participation of the exploited farmers in the
control of different fields of cconomy will allow them to decidc for
themsel¥es whether or not it wauld be profitable for them to go over
to collective workéng of the land -- at what date and on what scale.
Industrial workers should consider themselves duty-bound to show
farmers every cooperation in traveling this road: through the trade
uniong, factory committees, &nd, nost importantly, through a workers'
and farmers' govermment. , : .

The alliance proposed by the proletariat, not to the "middle
classes" in general but to the exploited layers of the urban and
rural petty-bourgeoisie, against all exploiters including those of th:
"middle", can be based not on compulsion but only on free consent,
which should be consolifiated in o special "contract". This "con-
tract" is the program of transitiomal demands voluntarily accepted
by both sides. ‘ e

The Struggle Against Imperislism gnd War

, The whole world outlook, and consequently also the inrer po-
litical 1ife of individual countries, is overcast by the threat of
world war. Already the lmminent catuctrophe gends violent ripples
of apprehension through thc very brosdecst masses of mankind.

The Second International reveats its infamous politics of 1914
with all the greater assurance since today it is the Comintern which
plays first fiddle in chauvinism. A4s quickly as the danger of war
assumed concrete outline, the Stalinists, outstripping the bourgeois
and petty bourgeois pacifists by far, beceme blatant haranguers for
so-called "national defense". An exception is madc by them only in
the case of fascist countries, i.ec., there where they themselves
play no role at all., The revolutionary strugzle ageinst war thus
rests fully on the shoulders of the Fourth Intcrnational.

The Bolshevik-lLeninist policy regarding this question, formu-
lated in the thesis of the I.S. (War and the Fourth International,
. 1934) preserves all of its force todey. 1In the next period a revo-

4‘1utionary party will depend for success primarily on its policy on
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the question of War,;~A;Cor%ect policy is composed of two eiements:
an uncompromising-atiitude on: imperialism and its wars and the abi-
lity to base one's program on the experjence 6f the masses themsel-
ves. : o o

The bourgeoisie and its agents use the war question, wore than
any other, to deceive the pedple by means of abstractions, general
formulas, -lame phrageology: ‘"neutrality", 'collective security), "ar-
-uing for the defcnse of peace", 'national defense", "gtruggle against
fasolsu", and so on. All such formulas feduce themselves in the end
to the fact that the.war question, i.e., the fate of the people, is
left in the hands of the imperialists, their governing staffs, their
giplomagz, their generala, ‘with all their intrigues and plota against

¢ Peogle. : S, ' . ot

The Fourth International rejects with abhorrence all such
abstractions which play the same role in dhe démocratic ‘camp as.in
the fascist: "honor", "blood", M"race". But ‘abhodrence is not.enough.
It is imperativé to help the magees discerny by means of verifying
‘criteria, slogans, and deuends, the concrete escence of these fraud-
ulent abstractions., o < : T

: "Disarnament?® —- But . the entire question revolves around-who
will disarw whom. The only disarmament which can avert ozrend war
is the disarmement of the bourgeoieie by the workers. But to disarm
the bourgeoisie the workers must arm themgelves.

"Neutrality?" -- But the proletariat is nothing like neutral
in the war between Japan and Ohina; or & war between Germany and the
U.s;s.R.""Then~what'is_meant'is’the defense of China and the USSR?"
Of coursel But not by the imperialists who will strangle both China

and the USSR. S R : ' '

‘Defenae of the Fatherland?" -- But by this abstraction, the
bourgeolsie understands the defense of its profitse and plunder. . We
stand ready to defend the fatherland from foreign capitalists, if we
first bind our own hand and foot and hinder them from attacking for-
eign fatherlands} if: the workérs and the farmers of our country be=
come its rezl masters; if the wealth of the country be transferred
from the hands of a tiny minority to the hands of the people; if the
army becomes a weapon 6f the exploited instead of the exploiters.

It is necessary to interprot. these fundamental ideas by break-
ing them up into more concrete and partial ones, dependent upon-the
courge of events and the orientation.of-the thought of the masses.
In addition, it .ie necessary -to :differentiate strictly. between the
Pacifism of the diplomas, professor, journalist and the pacifism of
-.%he ocarpenter, agricultural ‘worker, washer-woman. In one case, pa-
cifism 'is a screca for imperialism; 'in the other, it is the confused
expression of distrugt in imperialism. When the small farmer or
worker speaks about the defenge of the fatherland, he means defense
of his home, his family and other similar families from invasion,
bombs and poistnous gas. The capitalist and his journalist undere
- 8tand by the defense of the fatherland the seizure of colonies and
- markets, the predatory increase of the "national" share of world
- income. Bourgeois pacifiaim and patriotism are ghot through with
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deceit: But in the pacificm and even patriotism of the oppressed
there lies a progressive kernel which it is necessary to gresp - in
order thet the required revolutionary conclusions be drawn. e mus®
be able to bring about a hogtile collision of these two forms of Pa-
cifisw and patriotism,

‘Usingu%hese congideratians ag its point of departure, the
Fourth International supports every even if insufficient,,demand,
if it can draw the masseg to:a certain extent into active politics,

awaken their criticism ang etrengthen their control over the machi-
nations of the bourgcoirfie. E ‘

Frow this point of view, our Ameriocan section, for example,
-critically supports the proposal for egtablishing a referendum on
the question of declaring war, No.democratic,refo;m, it is under-
stood, can by itself prevent the rTulers from provéking war when they
so wish it, It is necessary to give frank warning of .this. But.not-
withetanding the 41lusions of the masses in regard to the proposed
- Teferendum, their support of it reflects the distrust felt by wérkers
and farmers for bourgeoig goVernment"and‘congieph. -Without support-
ing and without sparing illusions, it isg necessary to support with
all possible strength the progressive distrust of the exploited to-
..ward the exploiters. 'The more wide-spread. the movement for the ref-
- erendum becomes, the 8ooner will the bourgeois pacifiets move away
- from it; the more completely will the betrayers of the Comintern be

compromiged; the more:acute will distrust 6f the imperialiste become.

, . From thig viewpoint, it is necessary to advance the demand:
electorql r1§hts<forAmen and ‘women be inning with the age of 18.
~ Thoge vho will be called upon to die for the fatherland vomorrow
should have the right to vote today. The ‘struggle againet war must

first of all begin with the revolutionary mobilization of the youth.

bight must be shed upon the problem.of war from all angles,
hinging upon the sidefron shich it widl confront the masses at a gi-
Qvanimpment. : e S K

, War ig a gigantic'COmmeroial-enterprise, especlially for the
war industry. The "gQ Families" are therefore first-line patriots
and the chief provocateurs of war. Workers' control of war indust-
ries i the first step in the struggle agains e "manufacturers
01 war, .

To The slogan of the reformigts: & tax on militar rofit, we
counterpoise the slogam confiscation of mi tﬁf'""?3¥1g nd ex-
bIopriation of the traffickers In war Indus¥ries. “Where mllitary
industry is Matlonalize » a8 IN France, the slogan of workers! con-
ool preserves its.full'strength: the proletariat has as 1ittle ocon-

fnce in the government of the bourgeoisie as in individual bour-
geois. ' T . ‘

| Not one méhcénd'not one penny for thc bourgeois government)
- Not an armaments program but g progiam of useful public works!

.complefe independence of worke: ! organizations from military-
Police ocontroil!
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Onco and for all we rmst tor~r from tho hands of the grecdy
and morciloss imporialist clique, schoming behind the bneks of tho
pooplo, tho. dispogition of tho pooplo?ts fatc. -

In aeccordnnaeoc with'tﬁ;s{w64domnnd: ,

. Comploto abolition of scorot Giplomacy; all troatios and agroo-
monts: £0 bo medo noccossibld to all workers and farmors; ‘

'Military trainiqg and érming of wofqus and farnmors under.

dipoct-QOntrolfof workores cnd formors cormitvoes;

v Croation of mili%afy schools for tho troining of ceorimondors
anong thc tollcrs, choscn by workors! orgenizations;

Substitution for tho standing arny, & _pooplos! militin, indis-
solubly 1linkod up with fasctorios, mines, favms, ote.

w0 s R e

. Imporinlist wor is tho con¥tmystion -ond sharponing of tho
prodatory politics of the bourgbotefo., Tho strugglc of tho proleotar-
iat agninst war is tho oontinuation and sharponing of its eclass
struggle. Thc boginning of war altora tho ‘situation and partially
thé moans of ' struggloibeotwoon  tho olassos, but not tho nim md
basic coursc. . ‘ . R Co

Tho irporilalist bourgooisic dominate the world, In its basic
cheractor tho approrching war will thoroforc be an inmporalist war,
Tho fundamontal contont of tho politics of the international prole-
tariat will consoquontly be a strugglo againat inporiallsm nnd 1ts
war. In this gtrugg%o‘thc“bgsic grigoiglo.isz ’th? chiof inom is
in' your own country," or "tho dofoat of your own (imporialist)
gaveornmont 1is tho”léSscr ovil." R

- But not all countrlos of the world arc inporialist countrics,
On the contrary the majority aro victins of inmporinlism., Sorie of
the golonl2tl or somi-coloninl countrics will undoubtcdly atteript to
utilize tho war in ordor to ocast off tho yoke of slavory. Their
war will bo not imperialist but. libornting. :.It will bo the duty of
tho intornational prolotari:t to ald tho opprossdéd countrics in war
ogainst’ tho opprossors. Tho samo duty appliocs in rogard to aiding
thoe U.S8.S.R., or whatover othor workors! govornmont niight arisc be-
foro the war or during the war, The dofent:of ovory irporinlist -
govornmont - in the strugglo with the workors! statc or with o eolon-
ial country 1s. tho losser ovil. : L 3
~ '+ Tho workors of imporialist countrics, howcvor, cannot holp an
anti-inporlalist country through thoir own governnon{, no notter
what night bo tho diplomatic and military rclations Botweon the two
countrios at a "givon momont. If tho govornricnts find themsclves '
in temporary and, by vory assonco of the mattor, unroliable allianco,
thon the prolotariat of tho imporinlist .country continuos to ronmnin.
in olass opposition to 1ts own govornmont andg supports the non-inpor-
nialist "ally" through its own mothods, 1.0., through tho ricthods of
ntornational class strugglo lagitectiLan n ‘favor :of a workers ‘stats
‘r o dolondal ‘couritry wilse, not only mgringt thoin perfidious allies;
boycott, strikes, in one ocasej rejeoction of boyoett- and strikes
in another ocase, eto.). . 5



- 18 -

In supvorting thc colohinl country or tho U.S.S.R. in o war,
tho prolotarint docs not in tho slightost dogrco solidrrizc cithor
with tho bourgoois governmont of tho colondal. country or with tho
Therridorion burcaucracy of the UiS.,SsRe Oh tho congrary it nain- .
tains full political indopondonce from the ono os from tho othor.
Giving aid in o just nnd progrossivo war, the rovolutionary prolctar-
1ot wins tho sympathy of tho workers in tho colonles ond in the
U.S.8.R., strongthcns thorc the authority and influonco of the Fourth
Internntional, and incroascs its ability to holp overthrow tho
bourgeols govornnmont in tho coloninl country, the roactionary burocau-
cracy =-- in tho UeSeSeRe

Jedt 346 **'

‘ At“tho'boginning of tho wrr tho scetions of tho Fourth
Internrtional will inovitably fcol thonmsclves lsoloted: overy wer
takos tho natlonal masscs unawaros cnd inmpols thon to tho sido of
tho govornricnt apparatua, Tho intornationnlists will havo to swin
agoinst the stroan. Howovor, tho dovgstation and misory brought
“about by the now war, whish in tho first months will f~r outstrip
tho bloody horrors of 1914-1918, will Quick1¥ provo soboring. Tho
discontent of tho masscs and their rovolt will grow by loaps and
bounds. Thoe scetions of tho Fourth Intornntional will bo Tound at
tho hond of the rovolution~ry tido. Tho program of transitional
dormrnds will goin burning nctuality. The problem of the conquost
.of powor by tho prolotariat will loon in full stoturc.

48 L) 4

Before exhausting or drowning mankind in blood, capitalisn
bofouls the world atmosphore with the poisonous vapors of national
and roce hatred: ., Anti-seriltism today is one of tho more nalignant
convulsions of capifallisn's death-agony.

An uncorpronising disclosurc of tho -roots of racc projudlces
and 2ll forms-ond shndes of national arrogancce and chauvinism, ‘par-
ticularly anti-sonitisn, should bocoro part of the daily work of all
scctions of tho Fourth intornational, as tho nost inmportant part of
the strugglc cgainst imporialisn and ware Our basic slogan romainst

workcrs of the world unitol‘

Workers cnd Porriors Govornront

This forrmla, "Workers ~nd Formors Govornnent', first appoar-
cd in tho agitntion of the Bolsheviks in 1917 ond was dofinitoly
aocoptod ofter tho Octobor Insurrcction. In the final instance it
roprcsentod nothing moro than tho populsr designation for -the alrcady
ostaoblishod dictntorship of thc prolotrrict. The significanco of
this dosignation corios mainly from the fact that it undorscorod the
. 1don of an allisnco botwoon tho prolotarint n~nd tho. poasantry lodgcd

in tho basc ol tho Soviot power. - ’ ~ '

-

)



When the Cominto?n of tho evigoncs tried to-revivo the
formula burricd by history of thio "democrctlc dictatorship of
the nroletariat and boasantry g -1t gavc to the formula of -

the  "workers and DO&S“ntS govornment" a comnletely difforcnt

purely “domocratic", i.e., ‘bourgeols contcnt, counternoising
it .to the dictatorshin of the prolctaricts The Bolshevik-
Loninists. resolutoly rcjoctod tho slogan of tho "workors and
neasants govornment in tho bourgeois~domooratic version,
They affirmed thon and affirm now thaot when the narty of

tho oproleterint rofusos to stop boyond bourgoois-domocrqtic
;411m1ts its alliance with tho nonsantry is simply turncd

into a,supppﬂ:for capital, 28 was thoe ceso with the Mcnshiviks
and the SeRe's in 1917, with thé Chinoso Communist party in
1025-1927, ond as is now
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the case with the "Peoples Frénts" in Spain, France, and other couu-
tries.

From April to September 19217, the Bolsheviks demanded that %he
SR's and Menshiviks break with the liberal bourgeorsie and take power
into their own hands. Under this provision the Bolsghevik Farty hro-
mised the Mensheviks and the SR's, as the petty bourgeois repregsnta—
tives of the workers and peasents,its revolutionary aid againet the
bourgeoisie; categnrically refusing, however, either tc¢ satmsr into
the gevernment of the Measheviks and SR's or to carry poiitical re-~
sponsibllity for it. If the Mensheviks and the SR's hal actually
broken with the Cadets (liberalsj and with foreigh imperialism, then
the "werkers and peas:nts gevernment" created by them could only have
hastcned and facilitated the establishrient of the dictatorship of
the proletariat. But it vas exactly because of this that the lead-
ership of petty bourgeois democracy resisted with all possible stren-
gth the establishment of its own government. The experience of Rus-
sla demonstrated and the experienae of Spain and France once agaein
confirm that even under very favorable conditions the parties of
petty bourgeois democracy (SR's, Social-Democrats, Stalinists, Anar-
chists) are incapable of creating a government of workers and pea-
sants, that is, a government independent of the bourgeoisie.

NevertHcless, thie demand of the Boleheviks, addressed to the
Mensheviks and the SR's: "Break with the bourgeoisgie, take the po-
wer into your ovn hands!" had for the wasses tremendous educational
significance:. The obetinate unwillingness of the Mensneviks and
SR's to take power, so dramatically exposed during the July days,
definively dooned them before nass opinion and prepared the victory
of the Bolsheviks, ‘ :

The central task of the Fourth International consists in free-
ing the preletariat. from the 6ld lsadership, whoee conservatism is
in conplete contradiction to the catastrophlie eruptions of disinte-
grating capitalism and represents the chief obetac.e to hisgtorical
progress. the chief accusatien which the Fourth International
advances against the traditional srganizations ¢of the proletariat is
the fact that they do not wish to tear themselves away from the poli-
fi2al semi--corpse of the bourgeoisie. Under these conditions the de-
mand, systematically addressed to the old lzadership: "Break with
tae bourgeocisie, take the power!! ig an extreemely impomtant weapon
for exposing the treacherous character of the parties and organiza~-
tlons of the Second, Third and Amsterdam Internationals. The slo-
gan "Workers and Farimers Governuwent®", ig thus acceptable to us only
in ihe sense th2t it had in 1917 withfhe Bolsheviks, i.e., as an anti-
pourgeeis and anti-capitalist slcgan, but in no case in that"demo-
crgtic’ cense which later the eplgones grve it, transforming it from
a :gidge to socialist revolution into the chief barrier upon its
path,.

Of all parties and orgunizatiors which base themselves on the
workers and peasants and speak in their mame we demand that they
.break politically from the bourgeoisie and enter upon the road of
struggle for the workers and farmers government. On this road we
prcwige them full support against capitalist reaction. At the same
Timg, we indefatigably develop ag itation around those transitional
demands which should in our opinion form the program of the "Workers
end Faruers Government!,
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Is the creation of such a government by the traditional work -
ers organizations possible? Past experience shows, as has already
been stated, that this is to0 say the leamst highly improbable. How-
ever, one cannot categorically ‘deny in advance the theoretical pos-
sibility that, under the influence of completely exceptionallgircum .
stances (war, defeat, financial craeh, mass revolutionary pressure,
etc.) the petty bourgeois perties, including the Stalinists may go
further than they themselves wish along the road to & break with
the bourgeoisie, In any case one thing is not to be doubted: even
if this highly improbable variant sowmewhere at some time becomes a
reality and the "Workers and Farmers Government", in the above men#
tioned sense, is estwzblished in fact, it wanld represent merely a.

- short episode on the rohd to the actual dictatorship of the prole-
tariat. ' ‘ ‘ -

o . However, there is no need to indulge in guess-work. The ag-

gitationt.araand the sglogan of a workers-farmers government preserves
under all conditions a tremendous educational value. And nqt- acci-
dentally. This generaliged slogan proceeds entirely along the line
of the political development of our epoch (the bankruptcy and decom-
position of the old bourgeois partieg, the downfall of democracy,
the growth of fascism, the accelerated drive of the workers: toward:
more active and aggregsive .bolitics)}. Each of the transitional demand:
should, therefore, lead .to. ohe and the same political conclusion:
the workers need to bresgk with all traditional parties of the bour-
geolsie in order, jointly with the farmers, to establish their own
power. o S ’ o

_ It 1s impossible in advance to forsee. what witl be the con-
crete stages of the revglutionary wobilization of the masses. The.
sections of the' Fourth International should critically orient them-
selves at each new stage and advance shch. slogans as will' aid the
striving of the workers for independent politics, deepen the class
-oharacter of these politics, destroy reformist and pacifist illu-,

'slons, strengthen the contection of the vanguard with_the‘mabseé,;and

b3 D . f D T

prepare ‘the revolutionary conquest of power,
Soviets |

. Factory commitfees, as already stated, are elements of dual
power inside.the fagto:y;“ Consequently, their existence &s possiblc
only under condition of inereating pressure by the masses. This is
likewise true of specigl mass groupings for the struggle against war,
of the gomuittee on prices and all,other new centers of the movement,
the very appearance of which bears Witness to the fact that the class
atruggle has overflowed the limits of the. traditional organizatious
of the proletariat. L o S '

. These new organs.and centers, however, will soon begin to .feel
their lack of cohesion and their insufficiency. Not one of the tran-
sitional demands can be fllly met under the conditions’ of presemving
the bourgeois regimes. At the Same time, the deepening’ of the social
- crisip will ihcresase hot ‘only the sufferings of the masses but 2lso
- their impatience, persistence, and pressure. Ever new layers of the
~oppressed will raise up thelr heads and come forward with their de-
mands., Millions of toil-worn "little men", to whom the reformist
leaders never gave a thought, will begin to peund insistently on the
doors of workers!' organizations. The unemployed will join the move-
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went. The aggriculturul workers, the ruined and semi-ruined furmers,
the oppressed of the cities, the women-workers, housewives, prole-
tarianized layers of the intellegentsia —- all of these wili back
unity and leadership. . _ Co- .

How are the differcnt dewandg and forms of struggle to be har-
monized, even if only within the limitc of ene «ity’ History has al~
ready answered this cuestion: through gsoviets. These will unite the
reprecsentatives of all thz fighting group.. Fer this purnoge, mo one
has yet proposed a different form of organitzation; indeed, &t wovld
hardly be pogcible to ibink up o better one. Soviets are noé limited
to an & pricri party pregram. They throw open their doors to all tie
exploited. Through these doors pass representatives of all strata,
drawn into the general current of the struggle. The organization,
broadening out together with the movement, is renewed again and again
in its womb, All political currents of the proletariat can struggle
for leadership of the soviets on the basis of the widest democracy.
ghe séogan of soviets, therefore, crownsthe program of traneitional

emands., : S e oo

. Soviets can arise only at the time when the mass movement en-—
ters into an openly revol@ﬁioha:y stage. From the first moment of thei
appearance, the soviete, acting as a pivot around which millions of
toilers are united in their struggle against tle exploiters, become
competitors and opponents of local: gythorities: and then of the central
government. If the factory comnitteg creates & dual power in the fac-
tory, then the soviets initiate a period of dual power in the. country.

; Dual power in ite turn is the culminating point of the transi-
tional period. Two regimes, thc bourgeovis and the proletarian are
irreconcilably opposed to each other., Conflict between them ie inevi-
table. The fate of society depends on the outcome. Should the revolu-
tion be defeated --- the fuscist dictatorship of the baurgeoisie will
follow. In case of victory —- the pgwer of the soviets, that is the
dictatorship of the proietariat and?ﬁhe socialist reconstruction of
sotiety, will arise. ,

Backvard Countries and theProgram gg Iransitional Demands

_Colonial and semi-colonial countries are backward countries by
theéir very essence bwt hackward countries aré part of a world domina-
ted by imgerialisM;_ Thelr development, therefore, has a cowbined cha-
racter: the most primitive economic forms are. combined wifh The last

‘word in capitalist technique and culture. .In like manner are defined
" the political strivings of the proletariat of backward countries: the
struggle for the most clementary achievements of national imdependcnce
and bourgeois democracy is combined with the socjalist struggle sgcinct
world imperialiem. Democratic slogans, transitional dewmands and the
Problems of the socialist revolution are not divided into separatce
algtorical epochs in this struggle, but stem directly from one another.
The Chinese proletariat had barely hegun to organize trade unions be-
fore it had to provide for soviets. 1In this senge, the present pro-
gran is completely applicable to colonial and semi-colonial countries,
25 least to those where the proletariat is becomé gapable of carrying
21 independent politics. S

The central task of the qoioiialAand semi-colonial oouﬁtries is
the ‘agrarian revolution, i.e., 1iqu§gation of feudal hcrit,ges, and
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national independence, iié., the over throw of the imperialist yoke
Both tasks are closcly linked with onc another. '

It is impossible merely to rejeet the dempcratic program: it is
imperative that in the struggle the massces outgrow it. The slogagqﬁgz.
National (or;Constituent)‘Assembly preserves its full force for s%W’h
caintries as China or India.  This slogan must be indissolubly tied

- up with the problem. of national liberation and agrarian reform. As a
primary step, the workers must be armed with this democratic program.
Only they will be cble to summon and unite the farmers. On the basis
of the revolutionary democratic program, it is necessary to oppose the
workers to the "national" bourgedisie,.. Then at a certain stazge in the
mobilization of the mdaSes under the slogans of revolutionary democra-
¢y, soviets can and should srige. Their historical role in ezch given
period, particularly their rélation to the National. Assembly, will be
determined by the political levegl of the proletariat, the bond between
them and the peasantry and the charaocter of the proletarign party po-
licies. 8ooner or later, the ‘soviets ghould overthrow bourgeois demo-
cracy. Only they are capable of bringlng the democratic revolution to
a conclusion and likewise opening an era of socialist revolution.

The relstive weight of the individual democratic and transition-
al demands in the proletariat's struggle, their mutual ties and their
order of presentation, ig determined-by the peculiarities and specific
conditions of each backwarq country and to a considerable extent -~
by the degree of its backwardness. Nevertheless, the general trend
of revolutionary development in all backward countries can be detersai. .
mined by the formuls of the permanent revolution in the sense definite-
1y lmparted to it by the three. revolutlons in Ruscia (1905, February
1917, October 1917). . L ‘

The Comintern has provided backward countries with.d classic
example of how it is possible to ruin a powerful and promising revo-
lution. During the stoxmy mass upsurge in China in 1935-27, fhe Com-
intern failed to advance the slogan for a National Assembly, and at

- the same time, forbade the creation of soviets.: After the masses had
been‘smashqd by the Kuomintang, the Comintern organized a caricature
of a soviet in Canton. Following the inevitable collapse of the Can~
%on uprising,. the Comintern took the road of guerrilla warfare and

~beasant soviets with - complete pasivity on the part of the industrial
Proletariat. Lapding thus in a blind alley, the Comintern took advan-
tage of the Sino-Japanese war to. liquidate "Soviet China" with & strol¢
of the pen, subordinating not only the peasant "Red Army" but.also th
Bo-called "Communist" Party to.the identiczl Kuonintang, i.e., the
baurgeoisie.. _ , ) B

The beétrayal of the international proletarian revolution by the
Comintcrn for the sake 6f friendship with the *"democratic" slave mas-
ters, could not but help it betray simultaneously also the struggle
for 'the libergtion of the colonial masses, and, indeed, with even
greater cynicism than practiced by ‘the Second Intcrnational before i*.
One of the taske of .~  People's Front and "national defensé" politic-

- is to turn hundreds of millions of th¢ colonial population into cannon
fodder for "democratic" imperialism. The-banner on which is emblaz-
ened -thdetruggle for the liberation of the colomial and semi-colonicsl
peoples, i.e., a good half of mankind, has definitely passed into th-
hands of the Fourth Internationsl. :

(#Tho bourgoois party, thc Kuomintmg, was to replace, according to
Stnlin's plan, both tho National issombly ond soviots.)
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The Progren of Trangitional Demands ip Fascist Countries

It is o far-cry today from thc time when the strategists of
the Cowintern announced the victory of Hitler ar being merely a step
toward the victory of Thaelman. Thaclman has been in Hitler!'s prisous
now for more than .five years. lussolini hotds Italy enchained by fasc
ism for more than sixteen years. Throughout this time, the parties
of the Second and Third Internationals have been impotent not only to
conduct a mass movement but even to create a serious illegel organiza-
- tion, even to gome extent, comparable to the Russian revolutionary
pParties during the epoch of Czarism.

Not the least reason exists for explaining these failures by
reference to the power of fascist ideology.# Hitler's "idecology" nec-~
ver seriously gripped the workers. Those layers of the population
which at one time were intoxicated with fascisu, i.e., chiefly the
middle classcs, have had enough time in which to sober up. The fact
that a somewhat perceptible opposition is limited to Protestant and
Catholic church circles is not explained by the might of the semi-
delirious and scmi-cherlatan theories of "race" and "Blood", but by
the terrific collapse of the ideologies of democracy, social-democ—
racy and the Comintern.

' The collapse of the Parig Couriune paralyzed the French workers
for nearly eight years. After the defeat of the 1905 Russian revolu-
tion, the toiling wasses remained in a stupor for almost as long a
period. But in both imstances the bPhenow. non was only one of physical
defcat, conditioned by the relationship of forces. In Russia, in ad-
dition, it concerned an almost virgin:" proletariat. The Bolsghevik
fraction had at that time not celebraied even its third birthday. It
is coupletely otherwise in Germany where the leadership came from po-
werful parties, one of which had existcd for seventy years, the other
—-- almost fifteen. Both thesec partics, with millions of voters behind
then, were morally paralyzed before the battle and capitulated without
a battle.¥ It was crushed by the cowardice, baseness, perfidy of its
own parties. Small wonder then that it has loet faith in everything
in which it had been accustomed to believe for almost three genera+
tims. Hitler's victory in turn strengthened Mussolini.

The protracted feilure of revolutio: ary work in Spain or Ger-
many is but the reward for the criminal politics of Social-Democracy
and the Comintern. Illegal work needs not only thec sywpathy of thc
lmasses but the conscious enthusiamm of its advanced strata. But can
enthusiasm possibly be expected for historically bankrupt organizsa-
tims? The majority of those who coue forth ag emigre leaders are
cither demoralized to thec very marrow of their bones, agents of the
Kremlin and thc G.P.U., or social-Democratic cx-ninigters, who drcan
that the workers by some sort of miracle will return then to thcir
lost posts. 1Is it possible to imagine even for a minute thesc gentle-
wen in the role of future lecaders of the "anti-fascist" revolution?

And events on the world arecna -- the simashing of the Austricn
workers, the defecat of the Spenish revolution, thc degeneration of the
Soviet State -- could not give ald to a revolutionary upsurge in Itsl:
and Germany. Since for politicrl information the German and Italian
workers depend in great measure upon th. radio, it is possible to say

%(Essontially, Mussolini novor advonced any sort of idoelogy.)

¥ (History has rocorded no parallol ecatastropho. Tho German proloe-
torict was not smashod by the onemy in battle.) :
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with assurance that the lMoscow radio-station, combining Thermidorian
lies with stupidity -nd insolence, has become the most powerful fac-
tor in the demoralization of the workers in the totalitarian statec.
In this respeot, a: in others Stalin acts merely as Goebele wcsistant.

At the same time, the class antefonisms wnich brought ebait
“the victory. of fascism, continuing their work under fasecism, too, are
gradually undermining it.. The manses are more dissatisfied thak ever.
Hundreds and thousands of self-sacrificing workers, in spite of évery-
thing, contintie to carry on.revolutionary mole-work. A new genératio.,
which has not’ diréctly experienced the shettering of old traditidms
and high hopes, has coile to the fore. Irresistibly, the molecular
pPreparation of the proletarian revolution proceeds. beneath the heavy
totalitarian tombstone. But for concealed energy to flare into open
revolt, it is necessary that.the vangugrd-of,the proletariat find

new perspectives, a new program and a nev -unbklewished banncr, -

‘Herein; lies the chief handicap. . It is extremely difficult for work-
ers in fascist countries to make a chQice of a-new program. ..A program
is verified by experience. And it is precicely experience in mass
movements which is lagking in countries of totalitarian despotism.

It is very likely that & genuine proletarian success in one of the
"democratictcountries will be necesserxy to give impetus to the revo-
lutionary movement on fzscist territory. A similar effect is poscible
by means of a financial or nilitary catastrophe. At present, it is
imperative that primarily . . =» Propagandistic, preparatory work be
cairied on which will yield large scale results only in the future.
One thing can be etated with convictio:i even at this point: once it
breaks through, the revolutionary wave in fascist countrics will im-
mediately be a grandiose sweep and under no circumstances will stop
short at the experiment of resuscitating some sort of Weimar corpse.

It is from this point on ard that anh uncompromising divergence
begine between the Fourth International and the old partics, which out-
live their bankruptcy. The eaigre "People's Front" is the most melize-
nant und perfidcous variety of all poseiblc Pcoplet!'s Fronte. Escen-
tially, it signifies the iupotont longing for coelition with a non-
cxistent liberal bourgeoisie. Haed it met with success, it would siip-
ly have preparcd a scries of new defezte for the proletariat of th¢
Spanish typec. A mertiless cxposure of the theory and practice of the
"Poople's Front" is therefore the firet condition for a revolutionary
struggle against fascism.

Of course, thie doeg not mcan that the Fourth International
rejects demooratic slogrns as a means of mobilizing the masses a% inst
fascism. On the contrary, such clozens ot certain moments can p gy at
seérious role, But the formulas of dcuocracy (freedou of press, the
right to unionize, etc.) mean for us only incidental .or cpisodic
slogans in the indepcndent movement of the proletarizt and not ¢ deno-
cratic noose fastcned to the neck of the proletariat by the baurgeoi-
8ie's agents (Spainl!). 4s soon ac the movement ssguics something of
& ass character, the dewmocratic slogene will be intertwined with the
trqnsitional ones; factory comiittecs, it may be supposed, will appecr
before the obd routinists rush frow their chancelleries to orgenizec
trade unions; soviets will covcer Gerizany beforc a new Constitutional
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Asscnbly will gather in Weimaer. The s:mic will be true of Itrly and
the rest of the totalitsrian and scmi-totaliterian co:ntries.

Fascism plunged these countries into political barbarism.
But it did not change thcir sécial structure. Fascisen is a tool in
the hands of finence cepital and not of feudol land ownerc. A Tce
volutionary program should bace itself on the dialéctiss of the
class struggle, obligatory also to fascist countries, and not on
the psychology of terrified bankrupts. The Fourth Intern_tioral re-—
jects with disgust the ways of political masquerade, which impelled
the 8talinists, the former heroes of the "Third Period", to appear
in turn behind the maske of Catholics, Proteetants, Jews, German
nationalists, liberals —- only in order t6 hide their own unattract-
ive face. The Fourth Intcrnational always and everywhere appears
under itsoown banner. It proposes its own program openly to the
proletariat_in fascist countries. The advanced workers of all the
world are slreadfwconvinced that the overthrow of Mussolini, Hitler
and their agents and imitators will occur only under the leadership
of the Fourth International. :

Frirmly
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The U,S.S+Re ond Probloms of tho ’l‘ransit:}'onnl Epoch’

. The 'Savict Union omorged from the October Revolution ns a workors!
stoto. Strte ownership of the means of nroduction, o ncecssary pro-
rcquisito to soclalist developmont, opencd up the .possibility of ropid
srowth of the productive forces. éut'tho apparatus of thc workors?!-
stete underwont o complcto dogoncration ot tho samo time; 1t was trons-
formed from a woapon of ths working class Into a wcapon of burcaucratic
violcneo against the working class and morc and morc a weapon for the
sabotage of tho country'!s cconomy. Tho burcaueratization of o backward
~nd isolatod workors! statc.and tho trunsformntion of the buroacucracy
~into .anall-powcrful privileged cast 16 tho most convineing rofutation--
not only thecorctically but this timo practically--of the thoory of
socialism in ono country. A . :

-~ Thc UsSeSeRe thus ombodios. terrific. contrcdiétions. But it still
rcmains o dogenornted workers! stoto: Such is tho.soélal diagnosis. The
‘political prognosis ~ltornotivo character: oithor the burcaucracy.
boeoming cver morc the organ of -the world bourgooisie in tho wérkcrst
at~to, will ovorthrow the now forms of property ~nd plungc the country
beek to capitalism; or tho working class will crush tho ‘burcaucracy .

,"ond@ oponthe way to soeialism, @ . . R : S
. . To the soctions of thoe Fourth Intornational, tho Moscow trials

came not as a surprisc and .not as o rosult of the porsonal madnoss of

the Kromlin dietator, but as the lecgitimoto off-spring of Thoermidor.

They grew out of tho unboarnsble conflicts within the Sovict buronucracy
itself, which, in turn, mirror tho contradictions bctwocn the ‘buroaucracy
end the pooplo, as woll as the deo cning antagonisms cmong the “pcople"
thomsclvos. The bloody "fantastic" n-oturo of thc .tricls gives tho
neasurc -of -tho intonsity of tho contrrdictions and by the .samc tokon pro-
diets the apprecach of the donouomont. . ‘ S S

-~ .. The public utteorances of formor foéroign reprascntatives of tho
Kromlin, who rcfusod to roturn -to Moscow, irrofutably confirm in ‘thair
‘own way that all shados of political thought arc ta be found acmong tho
buroaucracy: from gonuinc Bolshovism (Ignnec Roiss) to complete fasclsm
(F¢ Butonko). The rovolutionsry .clomenta within the burcaueracy, only

o small minority, rcflocet, passively it is truo, "tho socinlist Intorcsts
of tho,prolotarivt.',The~qucist,_countorhrcvolutionary olcments, grov-
ing wnintcerruptodly, cxpress with:cver groator .eonsistoncy the . intorests
of world imporialism., Thesc cnndidatos for tho rolc of compradors con-
sidor, not without roason, thot the now ruling layor can insurc thoir
positign&Joﬁ nrivilego oniy through ‘rojoetion of nationalization, collcc-
tlvization nnd monopoly of forcign trpdo in the name of the assimilation
of "Wostorn civilization," 1.c., capitalism.” Betwoon thosc two polcs,
there .aro intormcdiato; diffuscd Monshevik-S,Rs,~liboral tondencios which

gravitrto toward bourgcois domoeracy.

. Within tho vory ranks of thot so-ocllod "classloss" socicty, ther:
unquostionably oxist groupings oxactly similar to thosc in tho burcau-
~crac¥: only loss sharply oxprosscd.nnd in inversec proportion: conscicus
capitallst tondenelos distinguish mainly tho prosporous part of tho
Kolkhozos and. arc chractoristic of only a sm~11 minority of tho pop-
ulntion. -But this layer provides itsclf with a wido basc for ncthy
bourgeois . .tondonecios of nccumulating personal wealth ot the oxponsq -of
zoneral  povorty, -bnd are donscibusly cheouraged bi the burcaucracy.

Atop this systom of mounting antagonisms, trospassing over morc
on the soclal oquillbrium, tho Thermidorian oligarchy, today roducocd
mainly to Stalin's Bonapartist clique, hangs oh by terroristic noethods.
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:‘fﬁé latest juaicial framc-ups were aimcd as a blow a%ainst the left,

‘tho

This is true ulso of th¢ mopping up of thc lcaders ©f the Right Oppo-
sition, because the right group of the old Bolshevik Party, scen from
viewpoint of the burcaucracy'!s interests and tendencics, rcpresented

a left danger. The fadt that thc Bonapartist cligue, likewisc in fear
of its own right allice of the type of Butenko, is forced in thc in-

terests of self-presemvation to exccute the generation of 01d Bolshe-
vike almost to a man, offers testimony as indisputablc of the vitality

of revolutionary traditions among the mgsscs as of their growing dis-
content. ' :

Petty-bourgeois democrates of the West, having but yesterday as-
sayced the Moscow triels as unalloycd gold, today repeat insistently
that there is "ncigher Trotskyism nor Trotskyists within the U.S.S.R."
They fail to explain, however, why all the purges are gonducted under
the banner of a struggle with precicely this danger. If we are to cx-
amine "Trotskyism" as a finished prégram, and, even more to the point,
ac an organization, thcn unquestionably "Trotskyiem" is extremely weak
in thc U.8.8.R. However, its indestructable force steme from the fact
that it expresses not only revolutionary tradition but also today's
actual opposition of the Russian working class, The social hatred
storecd up by the workcrs against the burcaucracy -- this is precicely
what from thc viewpoint of fhe Kremlin clique constitutes "Trotskyism".
It fears with a dcathly and&xhoroughly wedl-grounded fear the bond
between the decp but inartidblate indignationa of the workers and the
organization of the Fourth International, . ' '

The execution of the gencration of 0ld Bolsheviks and of the
revolutionary rcprescntatives of thc middle and young generations has
yet morc swung the political pendulum to the side of the right, the
bourgeois wing of th: bureaucracy and its allics throughout the land.
From them, i.e., from the right, we can expcct cver more dectermined
attempts in thc next period to rcconstruct the soocialist character of
the U.8.8.R. and bring it closer in pattern to "Westcrn civilization'
in its fascist form. ’ .

From this perspcctive, "impelling concrcteness is impartcd to
the question of the "defense of the U.S.S.R." If tomorrow thc bour-
geois-fascist grouping, thc "fraction of Butenko," so to speak, should
attempt the conquest of power, the "fraction of Reiss" inevitebly
would allign itself on the opposite side of the barricades. Although
it would find itseclf temporarily the ally of Stalin, it would ncver-
theless defend not the Bonapartist clique but the social base of the
U.8.8.R., i.e., the property wrcnched away from the cepitalists anc
transformed into Statc property. Should the "frection of Butenko
prove to be in alliancc with Hitler, then thc "fraction of Rcies"
would defend the U.S.8.R. from military intcrvention, inside the coun-
try as well as on the world arena. Any other course would be a botri;
al. )

Although it is thus impermissible to demy in advance the possi-
bility, in strictly defined instances, of a "united front" with the
Thermidorian section of thc burcaucracy againgt open attack by capi-
talist counter-revolution, the chicf political task in the U.,S.S.R.
6till remains the overthrow of this pame Thermidorian burecucracy.
Each day added to its Bomination helps rot. the foundatione of thec so-
cianlist elements of economy ond increcases the chances for capitolist
restoration. It is in precicely this dircction that the Comintcrn no-
ves a8 the agent and accomplice of the Stalinist clique in strangling
the Spanich revolution and demoralizing the international proletariat.
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As in fogscist countries, the chief strength of the burcrucracy
lics not ir itsclf but in the disillucionment of the neescs, in their
lack of o newperspective. As in frecist countries, from which Stolin:

oliticcl apperntue doce not differ save in more unbridled rough-—shod-
gc&ness, only precperctory propagondistic work is possible today in tho
U.S8.5.R. As in fascigt countrics, the impetus to thc Soviet workers!
revolutionary upsurge will probably be given.by events outside thce
country. The struggle agninst the Comintern on the world arcne is
the most important part todey of the struggle ggainst the Stalinist
dictotorship. There are many signs thet the Comintern's downfall,
beocusc it does not have & direct basc in the G.P.U., will precede thc
dovnfall of the Bonapartist cliquc and of thc entire Thermidorian
‘burcaucracy in general. o

ok _ T S ww

A fresh upsﬁfgc of the rcvolution-in the U.S.S.R. will undoub-
tedly begin under the banner of the struggle against social incquality

and political oppression. Down with the privileges of the burcaucracy!
Down with Btokhanovisml  Down with the Boviet aristocrocy and its ranks
and orders! Greater cquality of wages for all forms of labor!

The etruggle for the frecdom 6f the trode unions and the fasto-
ry comnuittees, for the right of assembly and frcedom of the press.will
unfold in the struggle for the regenerstion and development of Soviet

democracz.

The burcaucracy replaced the sovicts as class organs with the
fiotion of universal electoral rights -~ in the style of Hitler-Goecb-
bels. It i1s necessary ta rcpurn to the soviets not only their frece
democratic form but also their -class content. ' As once the bourgeoisie
and kulaks were not permitted to enter the soviets, so now it is neccs~
%51 to drive the bureaucracy and the new arigtoocracy out of 3hc soviets
In the soviets there 1s room only Tor reprosentatives of the workors,
rank and file kolkhoziets,-peasanys and Red Army men, ’

Denocratization of thé sovicts is impdssible_wiﬁhdut'legalizatio
of soviet partics. .Thc workcrs and peas~nts themselves by thcir ownm
rce vote w indicetc what parties they recognize as soviet partics.

A revision of planned cconouy fromn top to bottowm in the inter-
csts of producers and conswncrs! Factory comaittces should be returncd
the right to control production. A democraticslly organized consunecrs!
cooperative should control the quality and price of products.

Reorgrnizetion of the kolkhozes in accordance with the will and

in thc interests of the workérs Eﬁgre engngedd

. The recctionary internctionnl policy of the buresucracy should
bc replaced by the policy of prolciarion intcrnationalism. The come
plcte diplomatic correspondence of the- Kremlin to be published. Down
with sccret diplomacyt ’ ‘

All political trials, gtaged by the Thermidorian burerucracy,
to be reviecwed . in the light of complete publicity and controversinl
openness and integrity.. Only the victorious revolutionary uprieing
of the opprceséd niasses can revive the Soviet regimec and guaranteec
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Vits.fﬁiiher developuicnt toward socialism. Theye “is but one patty
‘cuptble of lcedimg the Soviet mapses to insurrectionn ... the party
of the Fourth Interratioral :

Down with the:burecucratic gang of Cain-Stelind
Long live Soviet Dewocracy! _
Long 1live the internetional socialist revolution!

Azoingt gggortuniém and Unprinciplcd Revisioniem

The politics of lLcod Blun's party in France dcmonstrate ancw
tnat Icformgsts-are incapeble of lerrning enythinge from even the moct
trogic lesesons of history. French Soclal-Democracy slavishly copico
the politice of German 8ocial-Democrecy and poes to meet the same cnd.
Within & few decades the 8ccond International intertwined itself with
the bourgecois democrrtic rcgine, becamc, in fact, a part of it, and
is rotting away togethor with it.

$o -

4 o 1BC Third International hos token Ah. road of roformism at g
time_when the orisis of onpitalisn definitely placed the proletarian
revolution on the order of the doy. The Oomintern's policy in Spain
and China today -- the polioy of oringing before "democratic" and
"nationa;" bourgeoisie,— demonstrates that the Oomintern is likewise
incapable of learning anything further or of changing. The bureau-
crgcy whioh became a reactionary force in the U.S.8.R. cannot Play =&
revoluticnary role én the world arena.

Anarcho~syndioalism, in general, has passed through the same
kind of evolution, In France, the syndicaliet bureauoracy of Leon
Jouhaux hag long since become a bourgeois agenoy in the working class.
In Bpain, anarcho-syndicalism ghook off its ostensible revolutionism
and became the fifth wheel in the chariot of bourgeoisidemocracy.

- Intermediate, centrigt organizations, .centcred about the London
Burcau, rcpresent merely “loft" appendages of Social-Democracy or the
Comintern, They have digplayed a complete inability to make head or
tail of the politiesl situation and draw revolutionary conclusions
from it, Their highest point wag the Spaaish P.0,U.M., which under

revolutionary conditions pr ~
rcvolutionar§ §ond1 proved completely ;ncapable of following a

L2 &% L2 J

The tragic defcats suffered by the world proletariat over a
long pcriod of yecars doomed the official or%anizations to yet greater
gonseivatism and simultaneoualy eent disillusioned pctty bourgeois

revolutionistg" in pursuit of “new wa 8", As elways during epochs
of rcaction and decey, quacks and charlatans appear on all gldes, de-
8irous of revising the wholc coursc of revolutionary thought. Instead
of learning from the pagt, they "rejcet" it. Some discover the in-
consistency of Marxism, others announce the downfall of Bolsheviem.
There arc thosc who put rceponsibility upon rcvolutionary dogtrine
for the mistorkes and criuwes of thosc who betrayed it; others who
cursc the medecine beoause it does not guarantee an instantaneous and
miraculous cure. Thc more daring promico to discover a panacca and,
in anticipation, recommend the halting of the class struggle. A good
many prophets of "new morals" arc preparing to regeneratc the labor
novement with the help of ethical homcopathy. The. majority of thesc
apostles have succeeded in beconing themsclves moral invalide before
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arriving on the ficld of bnttlc. Thus, under the aspect of "new. ways'
®1d reoipes, long sinco bur_icd in the grchives of pre-Marxien ‘social-
isti, are offercd to the prdletarint. o S . Sl

“The, Fourth Intcrnationdl déclartd. uncompromising war on the bu-
- rcaucracics of the Sccond,  Thirg, Amsﬁerdam;Qnd_gnarcho-syndicalist In-
wtornﬂtibnals, os:on their cchtrist'satélitcg;_on reformism without ro-
forms; democracy. in allience with the G.P.U.; pacifism without peace;
. onarchism in the servicc of the bourgeoisioc; on "revolutionists" who
live in deothly fear of rovelution, "All of thege organizations are
not pledges for thc futurc but.decayed survivals of theé past. The
- epoch of wars gnd revolutions will reze them to the. ground, .

The Fourth International does not scarch after and does not in-
vent penacoes, It tokes its -stand complétely on Marxzism as the only
revolutionary doctrine. that onebles one to understand reality; Unearth
the cause behind the defoets and consefously preparc for victory. The
- Fourth Intcrnbtional continuce tho:sradition of: Bolshevisr which first
showed thc proletariat how to gonquer power., - The Fourth International
gwceps awey the quacks, sharlatans and ungalicited tcachers of norals.
In & socicty based upon exploitation, the highest worel is that of the
social revolution. All umothode ore good which roisc the class consci-
ousneces of the workors, thoir trust in their own forces, their readi-
ness for sclf-sacrifice in the struggle., 'The impernissibvle methods -
are thosc¢. which implant feor end submissivoncss in the oppresscd be-
fore.thelir ofpressors whioh orush the .spirit of protest and indignae -
tion or substitute for the will of the masses the will of the lcaders;
for conviction -- compulsion; for an analysis of reality -- demagogy
and_frame-up. That is why Social Bemocracy, prostituting Marxism, and
Btalinisu -=-the antithesis of Bolahevism —- are both nortel enenies
ef the proletarion revolution snd ite morals. B

To face rcality squarely; not to seek the line .of least resig=
tance; to call things by their Pight naxes; ¥o speak thc truth to the
naeses -- no.natter how bitter it nay be; not to fenr obstacles; to |
be true in little things as in big ones; to base one's progrom on the
logic of the class struggle; to6. be bold when the hoir for action ar-
rives -- these are thé rules of the Foqrth~1ntern@tiona1[‘ It has =
shown thet it could swin agrinst the.stream. The approzching histo~
rical wove will reigse it on its crcet. Lo et

Againet-Sedtérianiégf

_ Under.thc influence of the betrayal and of the historic orgoni-
zotions of the proletariat, certain sectarien moods end groupings of
various kindg arisec or are regenerated at. the periphery of the Foirth’
International, At their bose lies o refusal to struggle for portial
cnd transitional denmands, i.e., for the elcmentary interests and nceds
of- the ‘working nasses, as ¥hey are today. Preparing for the revolu—
tion weans to thc sectarians the convinelng of themsclves of the supe-
riority of ‘socialism. - They propose turning their backs to the "old"
trade unions, i.c., to tens of millions of orgnnized workers, as if
the nesees cgould somehow 1live outside' of the conditions of the attual
clasg Btruggle! They remein indiffercnt to the inner struggle within
reforuist organizations —- ag if onc could win the messcs without int-
ervening in'their deily strife] They. refuse. to draw a distinotion be~
tween bourgeois democracy nnd fasciem -- ag if tho mgsses could help
but..feel the differcnece on every hand!
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Sectariing arc copable of u1;fcrontiatin§ betwoen but two co-
lors: red and black. 8o as not to teupt themscibes, they sinplify
reality. They refusc to drow o distinction between the fighting camps
in Spein for the reason that both oamps have a bourgeois charnctor.
Por the scne reoson thoy consider it neccesary to prescrve "neutrality!
in the war between Japan and: @hina.. They deny the principled differ-
ence between the U.§5.8.R. and ‘the imperialist countries, and because
0f the reactionary policies of the Soviet bureaucracy, they reject de-
fense of the new forms of property created by the October Revolution
against the onslaughte of imperialism. Incapable of finding access
to the masses, they therefore zealously accuse the massesg of inability
to raise themselves to revolutionary ideas.

These sterile politicians enerally have no need of a bridge
in the formtoftgrangitiongl de gs begaugetthey doinot intind to
erogs over to the other shorec, The wdle in one plac
tisfying themselves. wié‘h a repgtigi neo?ptge.dsae -game meager a.QBsff-'é:o_
tions. Political events are for them an occasion for comment but not
for actlon.. S8ince seotartans, as in gencral;evcry kind of blunderer
and miragle-man, are filliped by roallity at each step, they live in a
state of perpetual cxagporation, complaining about the "regime" and -
fthe"mothods" and ccasologsly wallowing in emell intrigucs. In their
own circles they customarily carry on a rogime of dcspotiem.The.poll-
tical prostration of sectarianigm serves to oomplement shadow-like the
prostration of opportunism, revealing no revolutionary vistas. In
practical politics, scctarians unite with oppoertunists, particularly:
with centrists,cevery time in the strugglc against Marxziem.

Most of the gcctarian groups and cliyuce, mnourished on acciden-
tal crumbs from the table ‘of the Fourth International, lecad an "inde-
pendent" organizational existence, with great pretensions but without
the least chance for success, Bolghevik-Leninists, without wastc of
time, calmly leave thesc groups to their own fate. However, sectarian
tendencies are to be found also in our own ranks and display a ruinous
influence on the work of the individual scctions., It is impossible
to make any further compromisc. with them cven for a single day. A
corrcct policy rcgarding trade unions is. a basic condition for adhe-
rence to the Fourth International. Hc who does not seck and docs not
find the road to the masscs is not a fightor but a decad weight to the
party. - A program is formulatcd not for the editorial board or for
the lcaders of discussion clubs but for the revolutionary action of
mwillions, The cleansing of the ronke of the Fourth International of
sectarianism and incurable sectarians is & primary condition for rc-
volutionary succcess,

The Road %o the Youta! The Rord to thc Woman-worker!

The defeat of the Spanigh rcvolution, engincercd by itc "lcade
crs"; thec shameful bankruptcy of the Pcople's Front in France ond tho
cxposurc of thc Moscow juridical swindles -- theec three facte in
their aggregate dcal an irrepareble blow to thc Comintern and, inci-
dentally, grave wounds to its allies; the Socinl-Democrats and Anarcho-
syndicalists. This docs not mean, of courge, that thc menbers of

€8C_organizetions will imnediately turn to the Fourth Internationnl,
The older generation, having suffored terrible‘defeats, will lcave :
the movement in significent numbers. 1In addition, thc Fourth Interna-
tional is certainly not striving to bccome an esylum for revolution.



LA L, . 23

-

‘ary invnlids, disillusioncdé burcaucrets ond coreerists. On thc cone

trory, ageingt o possible influr into our party of petty bourgceois
clenients, now reigning in the ap.aratuses of the old organizations,
strict preventive measurce are necessary: a prolonged probationary
period for those cundidates not workers, especially former party bu-
reaucrats; prevention frow occupying any respongible post for the
firet three years, etc. There is not and there will not be any place
for carecrism, thc ulcér of the old Internationals, in the Fourth
Intoernational. Only those who wish to live for the movement, and not
at the cxpensc of the movement, will find accose to us. The rcvolu-
tionary workers should fecl themselves to be the masters. The doors
of our organization are widc open to th.om., : '

. Of course, cven among the workers who had at one time fisen to
the first ranks, there arc not a few tired and disillusioncd oncs.
They will rcmain, at least for the next period, as bystanders. When
& program or an organization~wcars out, the generation which carried
it on its shouldcrs wears out with if. The movement is revitclized
by the youth who are frioe of rcsponsibility for the past. The Fourth
Intcrnational pays particular attention to the young gencration of
the proletariat, All of its poliocies strive to inepirc the youth
with belief in its own strength and in the future. Only the fresh
cnthusingu and gggressive spirit of the youth cen guarantee the pre-
liminary successes in the struggle; only thesc successes can return
the best clements of thc older gemerntion to the rozd of rcvolution.
Thus it was, thus it will be. . '

- Opportunist organizations by their very nature concentrate
their chief attention on the top layers of the working class and
thoreforc ignore both the youth and the womnn-worker. The decay of ‘
capitaliem, howcver, decls its herviest blows to the women as a WagC=
earner and as » housewife. The scotions of the Fourth Internntional
should seck bases of support smong the most exploitcd leyers of the
working clcnss; consequently, among the women-workers. Here they will
find %nexhaustible storce of devotion, sclflessness and rcadiness to
sacrifice.

Down with the buregucrroy and gcoreerism!' Open the road to the
youth! “Turn to the woman-worker! Thesc slogens are emblazened on
the banncr of the Fourth Intcrnetional. Under the banner of the
Fourth Internctionalt

Scceptics ask: but hos the moment for the ereation of the
Fourth Internationel yet arrived? It is iwpos~ible, they s~y, to
crcate an Intcrnational "artifitinlly"; it con only arisc out of
great cvents, etc., etc. All of these objections mercly show thot
the sceptics are not good for the building of a new International.
They arec good for scarcely enything at cll.,

The Fourth International has already arisen out of great events
the greatest defeats of the proletariat in history. The cause for
these defeats is to be found in the degeneration and perfidy of the
old leadership{ The class struggle docs not tolerate an interruption.
The Third International, following the Second, is dead for purposes
of revolution. Long live the Fourth Internaticnall

But has the time yet arrived to proclaim ite crecation? . . .
the sccptics are not quieted down, The Fourth International, we ans-
wer, has no need of being "proclaimed". It exists and it fights.
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Is 1t weak? Yes, ‘its ranks are not numerous because it is st111l young.
They are as yet chiefly cadres., But these cadrcs are pledgeé for the
future. Outside of these cadres therc does not exist a single rovo-
lutionary current on this planct really meriting the name. If our
Intcrnational bc still weak "&n numbers, it is strong in doctring, pro-
gram, tradition, in thc incomparable tempering of its cadres. Who
does not perccive this today, let . him in the meantime stand aside. .
Tomorrow it will become more evidont. . :

. The Fourth Intcrnational alrcady today, is deservedly hated

" by the Stalinists, SOGial-dumocrats, bourgeoie liberals and fascists,
There is not and therc cannot bc a place for it in any of thc People's
Fronte. It uncompromisingly gives battle to all political groupings
ticd to the apron-strings of the bourgeoisie.. Its task -- thc abo~
lition of capitalism!s domination. 1Its aim =~ gocialism. Its method
-= the proletarian revolution.. o :

Without inner democracy-— no revolutionary education. Without
discipline -- no revolutionary action. The inner structure of the
Fourth International-is bascd on the principles of democratic cent-
ralisme: full frecedom in dlscuwnion, complete unity in action.

The prescnt crisie in huwen culture is thc crisis in the Pro-
let rlan leadership. -The advanccd workers, united in the Fourth In-
'terngtional, show their clacs the way of cxit: out of the crisis. They
offer a program bascd on international cxperience in the s*ruggle of
the proletariat and of all thc oppressed of thL world for iiberation.
They offcr a spotless oanner. '

. Workers —- men and women —-— of all counurics, place yourseclves
under the banner of the Fourth Intcrnationul. It is the banner of
your appro;ching vigtory! . - ' T



