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DRAFT RESOLUTION ON OUR TACTICS IN EUROPE

[The following draft resolution was
prepared by the United Secretariat as
part of the discussion for the Ninth
World Congress. Owing to lack of time,
it was not taken up at the congress, but
was held over for further discussion.]

* * *

(1) The turn during the year 1968
first of all marked the end of the period
of relative political stability that pre-
vailed in Europe for the past twenty
years. The first consequence of this is
that from here on out the world revolu-
tion will advance not only in the areas
of the colonial revolution as in the past

period but also in the advanced capital-

ist countries and in the workers states.

(2) This turn, determined by the
maturing of the contradictions of "neo-
capitalism," was helped along by a new
phenomenon of prime importance in the ad-
vanced capitalist states, particularly in
Europe -- the appearance to the left of
the old Socialist and Communist parties
of a revolutionary vanguard composed by
and large of youth (university and high-~
school students and workers) who reject
the politics and leadership of the old
formations. The causes of this phenomenon
have been taken up by our movement, along
with an analysis of the new vanguard, in
a document on the radicalization of the
youth prepared in particular for the
World Congress.

This vanguard is still a small mi-
nority in comparison to the workers move-
ment as a whole and its social composi-
tion is still not very proletarian. None-
theless, it is larger than the old groups
(the "splinter groups"), and because its
particular base is in the univer-
sities and high schools, where the stu-
dent bodies are rapidly expanding, it has
become an appreciable factor in the poli-

tical arena in most of the countries of
Europe. In this vanguard, to a degree
varying from country to country, the Trot-
skyist movement already wields influence,
or is able to intervene, or has possi-
bilities of growth and action such as it
never had before.

(3) These new conditions have thus
created new problems in the field of
building revolutionary parties. Since
1966, several sections, coming under the
impact of this turn which first appeared
among the movements opposed to the war
in Vietnam, were led to alter their tac-
tics in this field. The IEC plenum in
January 1967 began to debate it. In prac-
tice the entryist tactic was given up
more and more and the sections are now
trying to redetermine their orientation in
the building of a revolutionary party,
taking into account the new circumstances
and their current experiences.

It is thus necessary to again take
up the question of building a revolution-
ary party, of drawing the lessons of the
former entryist tactic, and of determin-
ing the main lines of our tactics in
light of the general perspective of the
struggles in Europe and the new relations
among the political currents in the work-
ers movement.

(4) It is necessary to examine the
entryist tactic in retrospect, not only
because it can provide us with lessons
for the new tactic to be followed, but
also because it is at present the main
targst of criticisms directed against our
movement by all kinds of currents in the
new vanguard. They avoid attacking our
program, our analyses, our slogans; they
single out essentially orgamnizational
questions in their criticisms, among
them being the question of the Leninist-
type party, the International, and, more



specifically, entryism at the very moment
when, as everybody knows, we are giving up
this tactic. Thus we must explain the
reason for these attacks and the future
implications they may have in building

the party.

We will thus examine: (a) entryism,
the reasons for it, how it was applied,
and its results; (b) revolutionary per-
spectives in Europe and the problems they
raise with regard to party building; (c)
the main lines of the tactic to be fol-
lowed in the coming period.

(5) In the question of building a
revolutionary-Marxist mass party, we be-
gin with the fundamental idea that if the
party is an essential and, at a certain
moment, decisive factor in the class
struggle, this is above all because it
itself is a product of the class struggle.
The party is the political vanguard of
the class, arising out of it not by a
purely propagandistic and ideological de-
velopment, but through its experiences. In
other words, if a group, whether small or
large, begins on the basis of a revolu-
tionary-Marxist program, a party cannot
be formed solely or mainly through indi-
vidual recruitment to the revolutionary
organization when it has not yet been rec-
ognized by the class. At all times the
problem of individual recruitment is
posed, but the formation of a party capa-
ble of leading mass struggles is almost
inconceivable except through political
operations -- fusions, splits, regroup-
ments, etc., -- tied in with the big
stages of the class struggle in a given
country.

Entryism

(6) Let us summarize the history
of entryism in our movement.

Before the war, when it was advo-
cated for the first time in 1934 by Trot-
sky himself, entryism consisted of pene-
trating for a short time certain Social-

I

ist parties at a time when tendencies
within them were evolving toward the
left. To maintain at any cost, at all
times, a single independent organization
cannot thus be ascribed to Trotsky, who
at the time referred to pravious posi-
tions taken in the classics of Marxism.

The extension of entryism; con-
verting it into a longer term tacdtic, took
place after the war. From the end of the

war, the International advocated it- for
the British Trotskyists, citing substan-
tially in its favor the features charac-
teristic of the British labor movement,
among other things the link between the
Labour party and the trade unions and the
British working class. When this tactic
was advocated, the Fourth International
as a whole, especially its sections on
the European continent, which had emerged
from the war numerically strengthened,
were oriented toward directly building
mass Trotskyist parties through indepen-
dent activity. It was following the Third
World Congress (1951) that entryism was
adopted as a more general tactic in West-
ern Europe, owing to a new situation in
which the European sections faced a peri-
od of stagnation and retreat for various
reasons linked to the outbreak of the
"cold war," etc....In the debates of the
time conjunctural factors were more par-
ticularly cited (a perspective of econom-
ic crisis and world war within a relative-
ly short period, a crisis of Stalinism
which for quite a long period would not
take the form of explosions and splits
within the parties, but of the decomposi-
tion of monolithism). During the period
in which this tactic was applied, struc-
tural factors were emphasized. (See L.
Maitan's pamphlet, "Rapports entre
1'avant-garde communiste et le mouvement
des masses" [Relationships between the
Communist Vanguard and the Mass Move-
ment].)

(7) The citing of conjunctural fac-



tors proved some time later to have been
in error, the economic perspective turn-
ing out to be completely the reverse and
giving way to a prolonged favorable cycle,
the danger of war was postponed. On the
other hand the crisis of Stalinism devel-
oped considerably faster than had been
visualized and it developed in the main
along the lines foreseen, that is,
through the destruction of monolithism
and the appearance of divergent currents
within the Communist parties, with few or
minimal splits.

The economic cycle that took place
was as a whole unfavorable to the massive
development of left currents in the old
parties. Nonetheless in several countries
such currents d4id form, but owing to the
existing conditions on the one hand and
the weakness of the revolutionary Marxists
on the other hand, large splits were rare.
Finally, the weight of the objective situ-
ation gained the wupper hand and led to a
very pronounced shift to the right among
the traditional parties and also among
the leaders of the left currents. Because
of this, in several mass parties, instead
of large splits we saw a marginal crum-
bling or limited splits.

(8) Taking everything into account,
despite the error committed with respect
to the conjuncture in 1952-53, it was not
possible at the time to project any other
tactic than entryism. This tactic was jus-

tified at the time. Those who stuck to
strictly independent activity did not suc-
. ceed at all in developing numerically dur-
ing that period. If from the beginning,

we had had a perspective of prolonged eco-
nomic prosperity, with the erormous diffi-
culties which that entailed for our move-
ment, we would have still followed an
entryist tactic. But it is certain that

in applying the tactic, certain particu-
lar forms of work would have been conduct-
ed differently.

Finally, when entryist work, begin-
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ning in 1963-64, proved unproductive, if

our organizations -~ while seeking an ap-
propriate milieu of work -- did not raise
the question of giving up this tactic, it
was because practically no other general

tactic was available to take its place.

(9) Despite the completely unex-
pected conditions, which were very unfa-
vorable for revolutionary Marxism, the
entryist tactic is far from having been
a failure. On the numerical level, sever-
al sections were able to strengthen them-
selves through it (Belgium, Italy...). It
favored propagating Trotskyist ideas
within the official organizations, and
thus forming young cadres within them. It
was above all on the political level that
considerable gains were made through en-~
tryism. Our members and our sections ac-~
quired, thanks to it, an extremely compre-
hensive understanding of the internal po-
litical 1life of the big working-class or-
ganizations, of the nature and the appeér-
ance of currents, of their possible devel-
opment, of possibilities of acting on
them. This is a gain extremely difficult
to obtain outside of these organizations,
and without it the road is opened wider to
sectarianism toward the labor movement as
it is. This danger threatened our move-
ment for a long time owing to the condi-
tions under which it was formed. It devel-
oped to a high degree in organizations
like the OCI and the SLL as has been seen
during the period of political upsurge.

(10)The first signs of radicaliza-
tion affecting the youth appeared in the
youth organizations of the traditional
parties (particularly Germany, Italy,
France); but the differentiations within
these organizations rapidly led to splits.
It was the flexible application of the
entryist tactic in France in the UEC that
enabled the French section to build the
JCR at a given moment.

(11) We must defend the entryist
tactic not only for the indicated reasons,



having to do with the past, but also for
reasons related to the conditions of
building the revolutionary party of the
future.

The motives of most of those who
criticize the entryist tactic today, and
who without doubt exercise pressure even
among those who have recently joined our
movement, derive from a poor, and some-
times lack of, understanding of the labor
movement as it is, of the roles the old
organizations play in it, and of the prob-
lems of building a revolutionary party.
They generally see this question in an
ideologically abstract way and not in the
light of the development of the class
struggle. Such tendencies are nurtured by
the social composition of the vanguard
today in view of the ideological decompo-
sition of the o0ld organizations. This com-
position nurtures ultraleftism which is
fed by the betrayal of the old parties,
as was the case during the first years of
the Communist International. These cur-
rents advance abstract concepts concern-
ing the relationship between the vanguard,
the members of mass parties and the
unions, the leaderships of these organiza-
tions and the class as a whole. Explana-
tion and defense of the entryist tactic
are important not only for the past but
for the future, which cannot consist of
the indispensable work of recruitment
alone to our organizations as they are at
present, but will inevitably entail a
whole series of political operations. One
cannot foresee precisely what these opera-
tions will involve, but it is certain
that they will be on the agenda, and it is
necessary to teach our sections and our
members that the future will demand of
them an organizational flexibility at
least equal to that displayed in the
entryist tactic.

The inclination of some people to-
day to condemn entryism will perhaps not
prevent them from participating in the
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big class struggles, but it will certain-
ly render them incapable of constructing
a mass revolutionary party.

The Persgpectives for Europe

(12) With May 1968, a new period
opened up, characterized among other
things by a world crisis of the capitalist
system and by a political awakening of the
European working-class movement. Prerevo-
lutionary situations have already appeared
in certain countries, for example Italy,
and a political and social crisis is
ripening in Spain. European capitalism
will undergo a succession of crises, one
feeding another, jumping from one country
to the next, and rebounding in the coun-
tries already affected. It will be in the
course of these crises in particular and
the "fallout" from them that the building
of revolutionary parties can progress,
not by gradual evolution, but by leaps
corresponding to the advance of political
consciousness among the masses and their
vanguard.

In a general way, owing to the cur-
rent state of political organization of
the working-class movement, and in partic-
ular, the considerable weight of the
treacherous leaderships, capitalism man-
ages to get out of the end results of its
political developments and crises. But
capitalism today is less than ever a homo-
geneous entity; to the contrary, a tremen-
dous crisis in leadership exists in most
of the capitalist states which will not
be easily resolved. For a period at least,
it will deepen under the impact of large
working-class thrusts. Thus in the coming
years there will be a race between the
building of revolutionary parties and the
efforts of the bourgeoisie to find the
forces and the leaderships capable of con-
taining and defeating the revolutionary
rise of the masses. We are witnessing
only the first battles, including those
of considerable scope as in France in May.
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As a base, the perspective must be taken

of relations between capital and labor be-
coming worse, of broad, hard-fought bat-
tles in the course of which the masses

will undergo deeper and deeper experiences
with the o0ld leaderships whose policies
will be subjected to growing criticism
even within their own organizations. These
criticisms will be all the strongerrfrom

" now on since it is possibie in practice to
"a certain degree to advance against reform-
ist policies, policies that are revolution-
ary in method and objectives.

The contradictions,of:"neocapital-

ism" have ripened as yet in only a limit-
ed way in

political

the economic field. In addition,.
factors may provoke especially
important developments for all of Eurbpe.
Among them,  two should be noted in particu-
lar. First the development of the situa-
tion in Spaln. The Franco regime is hlghly
eroded and Spanlsh capitalism proved in-
capable in the’ precedlng.years, that is,
-while Europe was suffering the greatest
political apathy; of replacing this worn-
out regime with a new government that

could associate Spanish capitalism in a
better way with the rest of Western Europe.
It will be much more difficult to carry

out this operation under the new political
conditions in Europe; Franco was already
compelled to resort to a state of emer-
gency as a preventive measure, immediately
arousing pewerful resistance among the
workers.

The other factor is the interna-
tional crisis of Stalinism, the ups and
downs of which can be completely unexpect-
ed. The intervention
in Czechoslovakia is
the strength but the
ments of the workers

of the Soviet troops
an expression not of
fear of the govern-
states in face of

the rising aspirations of the population.
Up to now the international crisis of
Stalinism has been of greater advantage to
the rightist currents within the Communist
parties, while the left-wing currents have

developed only outside of these formations
among the youth. But when this deepening
crisis reaches not only, or not mainly,
the intellectual layers of these parties,
or the members of the apparatus, but also
and especially the working-class base,
then much bigger opportunities will open
for the left currents, and this is without
going into the tendency of the develop-
ments that will occur in the workers
states{

These two factors, Spain and the
international crisis of Stalinism, have
all the more impbrtapce in view of the

‘fact that the evolution of the European

working-class movement following the

first world war was profoundly affected

precisely by what happened at the two
extremities of Europe -- the degeneration
of the Soviet Union and the defeat of the
Spanish revolution.

(13) Nothing would be more danger-
ous than to extrapolate the resistance

‘presented by the French CP in May 1968,

for example, and thereby conclude that the
Communist parties, including the French
CP, will not undergo any grave crises in
the future. To the contrary, everything
within the French CP shows that now, par-
ticularly as a result of May 1968 and the
Czechoslovak affair, conditions have ap-
peared for the first time favorable to
the eruption of serious crises. This
party -- the most rigid of all the CPs ~--
reached the peak of its authority over
the working class following the war;
since then it has been affected by sever-
al crises that nevertheless only touched
its peripheral layers (partisans, intel-
lectuals, students), while its working-
class base, although uneasy -- particular-
ly over "de-Stalinization" -- remained
profoundly attached not only to the party
but also to the leadership and to the So-
viet Union. But May 1968 and the Czecho-
slovak affair damaged the authority of
both, including in the working-class base



of the French CP.

The example of the Italian CP like-
wise shows that the mass movement in the
country, along with the Czechoslovak af-
fair, gave rise if not to a serious cri-
sis, then at least to differentiations.

The continued strength of the old
leadership is ‘due much less to any confi-
dence felt in it by the rank-and-file
militants than to the absence, under pres-
ent conditions, of a promising alterna-
tive leadership. The leadership of the
French CP, moreover, just recently (1'Hu-
manité, February 5) displayed its fear
over the formation to the left of a po-
litical organization enjoying a certain
audience and having a certain capacity
for action.

(14) Despite the fact that the ex-
tremely pronounced rightward shift of the
Socialist parties has not provoked any
serious crises in past years, it would be
equally erroneous to conclude from this
that the radicalization of the masses,
where these parties are based in the work-
ing class, will not affect them.

In several countries already, a
certain opposition to the policies of
these Social Democratic parties has been
expressed among the unions they control,
including top bureaucrats, who for specif-
ic reasons of their own seek to defend
their positions within given limits. But
such a situation will not fail to find ex-
pression on a broad union level. In this
connection, the case of the British La-
bour party is of exceptional importance
both for the situwation inside the country
itself and for the possible repercussions
it could have among the other socialist
parties. At present the situation is the
reverse of the one that traditionally ex-
isted in the British labor movement. In
the past the leadership of the party based
itself on right-wing union leaderships
against the currents of the left whose
strength was based in the local constitu-
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encies of the party; at present the
leadership of the party is running into
opposition to its economic policies from
the leaderships of the strongest union
organizations. The present situation can
have a positive outcome only if the oppo-
sition go beyond the purely economic and
trade-union level and carry their strug-
gle to a general level in order to bring
about a change in policy and leaders.

(15) Our party-building tactic
should be based on the perspective of big
struggles, starting from the present re-
ality, precisely in order to create to
the left of the o0ld organizations a polit-
ical force capable of attracting toward
it the revolutionary forces that will
surge up in such struggles, more particu-
larly within the old formations.

In general, the European sections
in orienting themselves in the question of
building mass revolutionary parties,
should free themselves first of all of any
routinist attitude, prepare themselves for
sudden turns in the situation, the out-
break of crises passing from one country
to another, crisis situations developing
very rapidly, intermixed with periods of
relative calm, during which new critical
developments will mature.

Under these conditions, it is im-
possible to determine a general tactic
for all countries, valid under all circum-
stances. It is evident that the case of
the British Labour party, so strongly
linked to the trade-union movement, can-
not be compared to that of a mass Commu-
nist party which also bears the weight of
the international crisis of Stalinism, or
that of a Social Democratic party like
the Socialist party of Germany. One can
only determine the broad lines serving to
guide our sectiomns.

The Building of Revolutionary
Parties in the New Situation in Europe

(16) It is necessary to openly re-
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nounce the entryist tactic as it was es-
tablished in the years 1952-5% and which
was based on the two following elements,
among other things, that are now outdated:

(a) The extreme weakness of the
vanguard that stood to the left of the
traditional parties, a weakness that pre-
vented it from being a factor on the po-
litical scene.

(b) Because of this weakness, the
main orientation aimed at preparing and
aiding the formation of oppositional cur-
rents within the old parties that would
develop toward the left.

In view of the fact that broad lay-
ers of the youth have developed to the
left outside of the o0ld working-class par-
ties, it is imperative to orient our-
selves, at least for the immediate future,
on independent work which will enable us
to win to the program of the Fourth Inter-
national a considerable sector of this
new vanguard and to organize it into sec-
tions or into revolutionary youth organi-
zations. It would be literally criminal
to ignore this vanguard and to let it be-
come politically and organizationally dis-
sipated while waiting for broader layers
of the working class to start moving.

Our sections should thus take as
their fundamental orientation in the imme-
diate future the reinforcement of the
organizations adhering to the program of
the Fourth International, whether as sec-
tions as such, youth organizations, or
more generally a combination of the two.

(17) In the document on the radi-
calization of the youth, we will return
to the strengths and weaknesses of this
new vanguard. It is evident that in this
vanguard the main present danger, owing
to its lack of experience and its social
composition, is to be found in the ultra-
left currents.

One of the first conditions for an
effective struggle against such currents,

and more particularly against their re-
flection in our own ranks, ies to turn

" very resolutely toward the broadest pos-

sible independent action to publicize the
revolutionary-Marxist program, and to un-
dertake public actions, within reach of
the vanguard forces as they are now con-
stituted, that can provide an example for
the masses without isolating the vanguard
from them as is so often the case with
ultraleft currents. The struggle against
these currents above all cannot be con-
ducted on a purely propagandistic level,
although this aspect must in no way be
neglected.

The struggle against the ultraleft
currents must be particularly vigorous in
connection with the unions. It is neces-
sary to conduct a merciless struggle
against any tendency to withdraw from the
unions anmd to substitute for them forma-
tions that at times can play a very im-
portant role in periods of very sharp cri-
sis but which can never assume a perma-
nent role of defending the daily inter-
ests of the working class.

(18) We particularly stress the
need for political and organizational
strengthening of the organizations based
on the program of the Fourth Internation-
al. In numerous cases it will specially
involve cases of youth not formally affil-
iated to the Fourth International for
reasons indicated in the document on the
radicalization of the youth. On the other
hand, we are opposed in principle to the
creation of intermediary organizations,
on incomplete or blurred programs, in a
word, centrist. By their nature, such
organizations tend to freeze the evolu-
tion of militants and to block their way
to revolutionary Marxism and the Fourth
International.

Under present conditioﬁs, such
organizations can be neither large in
size nor be preponderantly worker in com-
position. Also, we never take the initia-
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tive in creating such organizations. When
one is constituted, we must study with
special care ways of intervening in order
to avoid crystallizing a centrist forma-
tion that would only be detrimental to

the further evolution of its members. Fur-
ther on, we will take up the possibility
of centrist formations appearing in con-
sequence of the crisis in the old parties.
In certain countries, local groups form
for specific actions; these groups, which
are not organized on a national scale,

are generally centrist in character. An
active attitude toward such groups is
obviously necessary not only to carfy out
local objectives but to enable the mem-
bers of these groups to de#elop political-
1y toward revolutionary Marxism. '

(19) The necessity to orient to-
ward strengthening organizations that de-
fend the program of the Fourth Interna-
tional in an independent way, does not at
all signify abandoning work on and even
in the traditional parties. As we have
indicated above, revolutionary crises of
society that do not affect the organiza-
tions containing the bulk of the working
class are inconceivable, particularly the
rank-and-file militants of those parties
in the unions, who are behind the day-
to-day struggle in the factories. It is
impossible to think that the working
class in its broad mass will become radi-
calized independently of these militants
and that the latter are impervious to
this radicalization.

One of the big differences between
the present period and the one in which
our movement adopted entryism is that it
was legitimate to think at that time that
the forces of the future revolutionary
party would still be found in an over-
whelming proportion inside the old par-
ties. Today, because of the important pos-
sibilities of organizing youth, and with
them militants who have left the old par-
ties over the years, the proportion of

revolutionary forces that will emerge

from these parties in the course of crises
will be less. It is out of the question
to establish the relative proportions to-
day; moreover, they ére not predetermined,
but depend on the actions undertaken by
the vanguard as it now stands.

In any case, this new fact, of pri-
mary importance, of a radicalization of
the youth occurring largely outside the
old parties and against them, must not
lead to erroneous conclusions as to the
possibility of building a revolutionary-
Marxist mass party based essentially on
the youth on the one hand, and on the
other of unorganized workers lacking any
experience as militants.. The current fea-
tures havé not destroyed the continﬁity
of the working-class movement.

(20)The tactic to be followed ap-
proximates, fo a certain degree, that of
a minority revolutionary formation seek-
ing to conquer the majority of the work-
ing class to its revolutionary policies.
In the o0ld formations, it is no longer
entryist work with a more or less long-
term perspective, but rather fraction
work. But numerous differences exist in
comparison with the conditions that faced
most of the Communist- parties.in the

first years of the Communist Internation-

al. Our movement is still very weak nu-
merically; the Stalinists, and to a lesser,
but not negligible, degree, the Social
Democrats do not want to recognize our
right to existence in the labor movement,
especially in the form of tendency rights
in mass organizations of the workers like
the unions;* the composition of the van-
guard from the standpoint of both age and
sociology situates them at the periphery
of the working-class movement as a whole,

* In many cases, the Social Democrats
have the satisfaction of seeing the
Stalinists do the dirty work against our
movement and the revolutionary vanguard
in general, which enables them to appear
democratic on the cheap.
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thereby facing them with considerable dif-
ficulties in penetrating and rooting them-
selves in it. They are not supported by
any of the material forces at the base of
the workers states.

Also, while placing the essential
emphasis on our activities in the current
period on considerably strengthening our
organizations acting in an independent
way, with considerably expanded means of
expression, we must nevertheless pay at-
tention to work in the mass organizations.

Among the main objectives of our
organizations is to deepen thé crisis in
the Communist and Socialist parties. Un-
der the new conditions, this criticism
can be made from the outside, not solely
on an ideological level as in the past,
but also, in certain fields, having a cer-
tain mass dimension, in contrast to re-
formist actions or mere pressure. This
difference began to emerge in some scope
during the struggle for the defense of
the Vietnamese revolution -- and made it
possible to distinguish actions for
"peace" and negotiations from actions for
the victory of Vietnam. Such actions
should be sought in a more systematic way
from here on out in fields where it is
possible to undertake them.

(21) The question of working with-
in the o0ld formations must likewise be
completely reexamined. Under present con-
ditions, it is not possible to elaborate
a general orientation applicable to all
countries, but it is possible to formu-
late several broad lines. In applying
these, each of our sections must seek to
determine with precision its particular
tactics in this field.

First of all there is the case of
militant workers performing union tasks
on a shop-floor level where they work.
Whether the union is controlled by the
Stalinists or the Social Democrats, in
general they cannot continue in such func-
tions unless they hold formal membership

in the old parties. This is generally the
case in France in the CGT (in certain
cases a PSU card offers a certain immu-
nity) and in Germany in the DGB. It would
obviously be absurd to play into the

hands of the treacherous leaders and aban-
don responsibilities resulting from the
confidence of the workers, whether be-
cause they do. not at this time understand
the political attitude of our comrades,

or because, while understanding it, they
are not inclined or able to conduct a
fight to defend them. In such cases poses-
sion of a membership card in one of the
old,parties is above all a formal matter.

But such a situation must in no case be

considered sacrosanct; we should try to
change it in order to gain recognition of
the right of tendencies in the unions.
This is not only a struggle for a formal
democratic right, but also a struggle for
the transformation, in the workers 1ove-
ment in general, of certain factor.es

into revolutionary strongholds. This

could be of great importance in getting
our trade-union policies known in opposi-
tion to those of the traitorous leader-
ships, and could become of capital impor-
tance in periods of very big struggles
such as general strikes, etc. We should
constantly examine the possibilities of .
making the union bureaucracy retreat and
obtaining tendency rights in the uniomns.
It would be altogether illusory to think
that in the European countries our move-
ment could develop in the working class
without gaining recognition for this

right inside the unions. It is particular-
ly because of this that we must conduct a
relentless struggle against the ultraleft
tendencies which try to ignore the union
organizations and who offer in their

place organizations that are frequently
improvised and that do not correspond to
the daily needs of the workefs, needs that
do not disappear in a period like the one
FEurope has entered.

Being based on the development of
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leftward moving currents inside the old
organizations, the entryist tactic was
viewed essentially as a long-term action.
From this standpoint, our members sought
to avoid being too much in the forefront,
to avoid being expelled prematurely, and
distinguished themselves relatively little
from the more critical elements who genu-
inely belonged to these formations.

These left currents -- as was men-
tioned above -- did not undergo any real
mass development. Their old-time leaders
were caught up in the general shift to
the right of these parties, so that the
stage of radicalization we are experi-
encing at present -- and which naturally
affected the youth -- did not pass through
these parties. In the future stages when
the radicalization reaches the broadest
layers of the working class in an intense
way, it will affect the o0ld parties. Or
will there be only a crumbling and limited
breakaways? Will these split-offs move
directly toward the revolutionary-Marxist
groups or will they give birth to tem~
porary centrist formations?.It is not pbs—
sible to give a reply at present~to’these
questions -- the reply depends on differ-
ent factors that will appear in the course
of events and also as a result-of the
struggle that we put ‘up. Aé to the ques-
tion of rélatively long-term perspectives,
our organizations must be extremely at-
tentive to the developments ‘that occur
and be ready, in case of openings, for
tactical operations, taking into account
the capacity and cohesion of the organiza-
tion. But for the immediate fubture, the
essential task within the o0ld parties is
to work to strengthen the organization
acting directly for the revolutionary-
Marxist program as quickly as possibly,
not only among the youth but also as much
as possible among the older workers.

In the former entryist tactic, we
determined our activity in the first
place in the light of the internal dynam-

ics of the old parties, which obviously
reflected in an indirect way the politi-~
cal developments in the working class. At
present, the activity which we can carry
on in the o0ld parties is determined in
the first place by the dialectics of the
class struggle, which, in given periods,
can provoke processes of radicalization
outside the o0ld parties and capable of
inducing internal differentiations in
them from the outside.

This orientation is imperative
where militants or groups of militants in
the youth organizations of the tradition-
al parties still exist; we must aim at
reducing these formations to their most
simple expression for the benefit of the
revolutionary youth organizations. In
these areas, the turn must be carried out
rapidly and vigorously, the only consider-
ations that can be taken into account be-
ing those pertaining to inducing the
biggest split possible inside these or-

" ganizations. Experience has shown in many

instances that the difficulty consists

-, in knowing where the dividing line will

occur and of determining the correct time -
and size of the split. It must be under-
stood that the maximum is not necessérily
the optimum and that a noticeable
strengthening of the organization of the
revolutionary youth is an indispensable
means for later exacerbating the crisis
within the traditional organizations.

But will this give rise to impor-
tant left currents and to massive splits
from the old parties?

In the adult organizations, we
must no longer orient ourselves according
to the perspective of a slow and patient
formation of abroad left current, but
on the contrary seek to aggravate the
crises, without being afraid of being ex-
pelled, the only consideration being to
avoid isolated expulsions without any
political benefit.
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The Struggle in the Vanguard

(22) In building the revolutionary
party, in addition to work in the direc-
tion of the mass organizations of the
working class, problems are posed by the
existence of other organizations and van-
guard currents in certain countries, in-
cluding organizations in certain coun-
tries that claim to be Trotskyist. In
this field, too, it is impossible to de-
termine a line that is valid for all coun-
tries in view of the very different condi-
tions to be found from one country to the
next. Moreover, these conditions can some-
times change very rapidly even in the same
country.

With regard to organizations claim-
ing to adhere to Trotskyism, the question
of the unity of the movement within the
framework of the International must be

put to the fore by us but not in an ab-
stract way. In some cases it seems almost
completely impossible, while in other
cases it seems very difficult under pres-
ent conditions. We cannot maintain a
frozen position in this field either, for
events will contribute to assuring re-
groupments or, contrariwise, divisions
leaving behind the generally disputed
questions. The struggle for the unity of
the Trotskyist movement should not be un-
derestimated; around the movement there
are many valuable militants, who have
been attracted by the ideas of Trotskyism
but who have drawn back because of the
divisions in our movement, and who have
reached negative conclusions concerning
our organizational capacities.

With regard to vanguard organiza-
tions holding other concepts than those
of our movement, in addition to an indis-
pensable ideological struggle of the
most rigorous kind, a struggle must be
opened on the capacities of the vanguard
to mobilize and engage in action.

The struggle within the vanguard
must not be underestimated in relation to

action within the working class because
of the numbers involved. The problem of
penetrating broad layers of the working
class begins with the winning of the nar-
rower layers of the militants and we must
win them in a struggle against the ultra-
left or centrist currents. The more we
can strengthen and extend our positions
in the present vanguard, the easier this
work will become.

* * *

(23) To sum up, as a result of a
turn in the objective situation, we must
proceed to a turn in tactics in building a
mass revolutionary-Marxist party. We are
moving, so to speak, from a war of posi-
tion to a war of movement. We give up the
entryist tactic as it was practiced, be-
ginning in 1952-5%. We are now engaged in
a tactic aimed at strengthening as much as
circumstances will permit, the independent
revolutionary-Marxist organizations, adult
or youth. This task has the highest prior-
ity by far. Nevertheless, we continue to
pay attention to the traditonal reformist
and Stalinist organizations. We must be
careful not to sacrifice uselessly,
through a mechanical application of our
new tactic, the positions won within the
ranks of the trade-union organizations and
the existing possibilities of fraction
work. In the old parties -- whether it
concerns the militants already there or
who can be won there as the crisis devel-
ops -- we do not orient at present in ac-
cordance with the perspective of the for-
mation of left currents but with the per-
spective of exacerbating the crisis. Nev-
ertheless, we must carefully follow the
developments that can occur in the o0ld par-
ties in consequence of transformations of
the objective situation and be ready each
time to reexamine what may be required in
solving the party-building problem as a
result of these transformations. Finally,
the struggle for the supremacy of our
ideas and our organizations within the van-
guard must in no way be minimized.



