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THE _EVOLUTION OF CAPITALISM I.l WESTERN EUROPE

AND THE TASKS OF KEVOLUTIONARY MARXISTS

Against the world background of a continual rise in the colonial revolution,
an ever deepenlng crisis in the Soviet bureaucracy, and the temporary stabilisatlon
of capitalism in the imperialist countries due to the betrayal of thé revolutionary
upsurge of 1943-48 by the reformist and Stalinist leaderships and the possibility
opened to capitalism of a new phase of economic growth in these. countries the evo-
lution of capitalism in western Europe during recent years has been dominated by:

- (a) An economic boom in which the motor forces have nevertheless begun to

lose power and which has ended in a new economic situation, the contradictory dyman-
ics of which is shown 1n at least some of the west European countries by periodic
.recessions . ‘ A e,

_ (b) A prolonged crisis in classical bourge01s democracy, leading to attempts
to install ‘a "strong state" each time a sudden turn in the pollﬁical economic or
social situation gives it urgency from the bourgeois point of viéw and it is made
feasible by the weakening of the resistance of the labour movement.

(c) The necessity for the worklng class to energetlcally oppose the more and
more frequent attempts to reach a new level in integrating the labour movement into
the bourge01s state.

(d) The possibility of transforming economic struggles for immediate gains,
or for the defense of previously won gains, into struggles for transitional
demands that could create a prerevolutlonary situation and objectively pose .the
questlon of power.

(e) The more than ever de0131ve role of the subjective factor in arriv1ng

'at this result.

- Revolutionary Marxists have the duty to adaust their transition program to
the precise needs and possibilities of this phase, in which the periodic possi-

. bility to overturn capitalist rule is provided both by the unresolved contradic-

tions of bourgeois society and by the fighting capacity of the proletarlat which
remains intact in most of these countries. o

I. The New Economic Situation and the Politics of European Cagitaliem

(1) 1In 1963 the economic situation of European capitallsm began to change
slowly but definitely. A phase of unprecedented expansion of the productive

_forces, of industrial growth and of the national income in all the European capit-
“alist countries gradually gave way to a phase of uneven development, in which
_ various capitalist countrles have undergone contradictory evolutlon.

_(a) ThroughOLt 1964 expansion continued and even accelerated in West
Germany. Greater stability of prices than in the other countries of the Common
Market (reflecting in the last analysis a higher level of productivity) supported
an extraordinary rise in exports, firstly to the European countries hit by inflation
(Italy, France); secondly to countrles Qversea@s where purchasing power has been
stimulated by the American economic boom,
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() a series of Buropean capltallst countries underwent a slowing down of
expansion (Great Britian, and Belgium beginning the second half of 1964) and an
aggravation of their balance of payments deflclt : o

(c) Other countries, especially Italy and France, have been affected since
1963 by new inflationary pressures forcing the bourgeolsle to take deflationary

measures which precipitated the berlnnlng of a recession, first in Italy, then in -
France; altogether more than two and a half million workers suffering wage cuts or
lay offs. i

Moreover, in spite of "technical" recoveries (due to seasonal.needs or the
necessity to replenish stocks) various branches of European industry today have
considerable surplus capacity: coal mining, steel, ship building, synthetic tex-
tiles, automobile manufacture. If certain o« these branches of industry are
obviously suffering structural stagnation o decline (e.b., coal mining), others
such as synthetic fibres and automobile manufacture were among the prlﬂ01pal
driving forces of the expansion in the preceding phase. .

Nevertheless, a high level of employment, production and income still con-
stitutes the prevailing feature of the caoltallst economy of western Europe as a
. whole. Full employment still exists in many countries. A large nurber of workers

from more backward regions or countries (southern Italy, Spain, Gresce, Periugal, -

Turkey) continue to be absorbed by the demand for labour in countrles or rezions
where expansion is contlnulng. Western Germany and Switzerland part 1cularly are
in process of becoming genuine melting pots for hundreds of thou sands of foreign
workers, limited, as in most west European countries, to the least qualified and
most repellent jobs, and living under conditions that have little in common wluL
the so-called "affluent society."

- (2) This contradictory evolution of the various eapitalist'countries‘in
western Europe can have two different outcomes: :

(a) Either the recession will spread from Italy and France t0 the other
countries of the Common Market (i.e., through the chain reaction of reduced imporss)
~ first hitting the countries already affected by a slowing down of the expansien,
.-;then slowing down the expansion of the West German economy 1tse1f and pre01p1tat1
a recession in western Burope; -

(b) Or, the deflatlonary measures taken by the Italian and French bour--
geoisie will p permlt them to rapidly overcome the inflation, opening a phase of nsw
-"expansion without inflation," thanks particularly to the reappearance of unemploy-
ment. In this case, in 1964—65 only a general slowing down of expansion of the '
" Common Market will have taken place (as in 1958) but not a recession--the resump-
tion of expansion in France and Italy picking up where the West German boom leaves
- off and maintaining a more or less general expansion of the economy of western
Europe as a whole

Several factors will determine finally which direction the economic evolu-
tion of Europe takes. - The decisive factor will undoubtedly be the 1qfluencewof the
international capitalist economy (particularly the American economie® cycle) on the
economy of western Europe. The boom in thé American economy for four,consecutive
‘ Yyears now has favorably influenced the’ eC0n0m10 cycle 1n western Europe in-twoe ways:
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flrstly in stimulating European exports to the USA; secondly in stimnlating the .
prices of raw materials exported by the colonial and semicolornial countries, = =
increasing the purchasing power of these countries for producers goods exported
by the west European capitalist countites.

If this boom continues throughout 1965 and the first half of 1966 it is
probable that no general recession Wlll occur in ‘yestern Europe. I£ on the conf
trary ‘a recession breaks out in the USA in 1965 or the beginning of 1966, it is
probable that this would coincide with a general re09531on in western Europe and
that, for the first time since the second world war, synchronizing of the economic
cycles of all the important capltallst countries would occur. :

- Even in the latter case, however, it would be only a recession and not a -
serious economic crisis like that of 1929 or 1938. The reason for thls amply
considered in previous documents of the International, is the possiblllty which
imperialism has to "amortize" crises by increasing state expenses, at the cost of
contlnually lowering the purcna31ng power of money. :

(3) The combination of slowed-down growth everywhere (except in West Ger-
many) of sharpered competition both on the European markets and the world-market,
and of still generally” Lull employment, has at various times since 1963 brought
strong’ pressure to bear on the average rate of profit enjoyed by the bourgeoisie
in the different countries of western T‘hz'ope. The slowing down of growth and the
rise in international competltion make it difficult to increase wholesale prices -
of industrial producte ‘while full employment and even a labour shortage favér .
a rise in wages even partlally reducing the rate of exploitation of labour power -
(due to greater shifting of labour from plant to plant, lowered "work dlSClpllne n
a rise "n w11d~ﬂat strlkes and all kinds of work stOppages etc.). ~

In general the workers kave ubilized these favorable conditions to gain -
considerable wage increases. In both 1963 and 1964 these increases came to around;;
10% or more in countries.like Italy, Holland, Belgium, etc. In 1963, a slower -
rise in wages aided *“he British capitalists 1n regalning some. previously lost-
markets, ‘egpecially in Europe, but in 1964 the drive was not followed up. This
was due partlcularly‘to a lower general level of product1v1ty than that of West .
Germany.

In face of this trend tovards. erosion of their rate of profit, the European
bourgeoisie react in two fundamental ways (as did the American bourge01s1e during
the preoedlng decade) :

(a) By attempting to destroy or at least to reduce, the strength of the

- trade unions and their ability to utllize the general shortage of labour to gain

a significant increase in wages. The main weapon in this is the "incomes policy"
and pressure for collective contracts of some years' duration. In +the last analy81s,
it involves attempting to suppress trade-union autonomy in negotiations, and

reachlng a nev level in integrating the trade unlons into the bourge01s state.

(b). By attempting to again build up an 1ndustrial reserve army by carrying’
automation and rationalisation of enterprises through to the end, - and by follow-
ing a policy of importing foreign workers on a big scale.
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In conjunction with this, brutal deflatlonary measures ‘such as those taken 1n
France (stabilisation plan) and in Italy (antl—lnflatlonary programe), lead to
the same result of "9351ng off the labour market."

The bourgeoisie is clearly not unanimous in advocating these two ways of
defending their rate of 1rofit. The general interests of capitalism often con-
flict with the intercsts of particular sectors. In Italy especially, the trusts
producing durable consumer goods were more or less opposed to the anti-inflation-
ary progromme, which was primarily in the interests of finance capital and the
industries most tightly under its control. In France a considerable sector of the
bourgeoisie (particularly small and medium concerns, and light industry) revolted
against the "stabilisation plan" and against all the “planning" under the tight
control of the big monopolies, In Great Britain the bourgeoisie were likewise
quite divided over the advisability of the Tory economic policy known as "stop-
go." Nevertheless, given the per31stence of the fundsmental contradictions in
the capitalist °VSch3 there is no way in which capital can defend its threatened

rate of profit except by one of the two methods indicated above, or by a combina-
tion of the two.

B iy

(4) Under the prevailing conditions of economic expansmn -- even though
it is slowed dowa -~ the trend towards the progressive economic integration of
the capitalist countries of western Europe, above all the countries of the
Common Marke:, has contlnued insofar as it ccrresponds in particular to the
inevii-ble _mp cratives of productlve technique (s:ze of :enterprise required to.
cross she threshold of pPOfltab’lltV) so that markets greatly transcending the
frontiers of the natlonal state becomn a necessity. :

. At the same tims, however the use of the "national state" as an instru-
ment to defend thc part 1cul°“ 1nte"eutg o2 the bourgeoisie in each of the six
states is kept up in the very heart of the Common Market., This has been shown in
211 the many crises that hove marked the advances of the Common Market (e. g., the
risis over a common market for grains; the crisis over the adoption of a common-»
attitude tovards the GATT negotiations for an international reduction in customs.
duties; the Ttalian’ re ~ction when faced with a decline in the market for Italian
automobiles, cte.),’

Thcgo TWo coqt%adL0uory processes -- the slow creation of a community of
interests among the capitalists of western Europe; the self-defence by each -

European bourgeoicic of its own particular interests -- will coincide and overlap 5
 for quite a pvr“ci They express two contradictory realities in the very struc- !
ture of the capitalist sy5uen This system remains essentially a "national"
capitalism in each o? the main capitalist countries of Europe (that, is, most of x
the stock in the main .enterprises in these countries remains in the hands of the
caplt“llsts of these countries); but alongside this "national' capitalism, a

'BEuropecan" capitalism is developing, born of the interpenetration of capltal
originating from some or all of the Common Market countries (and often from
Great Britain, Switzerland, if not the USA). The longer the Common Market lasts
and the more 1t becomes 1ns titutionalised (including partlcula ly the adoption of
a common curvency) the more "European" capital will gain in importance in com-
prarison with "nat*onal" capital, and the more the Common Market will become
irreversible.
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. However, the point of irreversibility has not yet been reached. It will
most likely not be reached until a general recession occurs in Europe. Faced ‘
with such a recession, two reactions may appear among the capitalists of the main‘

. European countries:

 (a) A "protectionist retreat," defending the "national market,“ if nec- "
essary by re-establishing customs duties when the situation deteriorates. -

(b) A n"flight forward"; that is, the application on the Common Market
level of "antirecession" techniques which have proved their efficacy on a nation-
al level ("European programming," "managed currency" on a European scale, ete.).
This "flight forward" would require creation of a strengthened European executive
and a Buropean currency. These 'would constitr“ea- deolsive stage in reaching the
point of no return for the Common Market.

Which of these two methods will be preferred by the bourgeoisie of each of

‘the main capitalist countries of Europe will be shown in practice. The choice will

be influenced in turn by the relative gravity of the recession and by the inter-
national polltlcal -and economic context.

(5) The same ambivalence displayed by the bourgeoisie of the capltallst
countries in relation to. the pirenomenon of European economic integration is
likewise displayed by them in relation to American imperialism and the world
market as a whole.

On the one hand, the relationsh’p of forces between American 1mperialism
and the main 1mper1a11st powers of the European continent has been shifting for
more than a decade to the advantage of the latter and at the expense of Yankee
imperialism. This inspired renewed optimism among the European bourgeoisie and -

~even a revival of agressive attitudes on the world market; a change that is par-

ticularly noticeable in West German imperialism. (In 1954 exports from the German
Federal Republic rose to 33% of U,S, exports; in 1964 they reached 70%. On a per °

. capita basis, the German Federal Republic exports more than three times the U.S. in

manufactured goods.) On the monetary level, the European bourgeoisie is attempt-

ing to cast off the-tutelage of the dollar and to shift to an "international

currency" regulated jointly by the central banks of the imperialist countries

v(w1th a Europeen maJorlty)

"On the other hand, despite the shift in the relationship of forces, the

'”'teohnologlcal suoerlo"lty of American imperialism (due in particular to the -
_greater size of ite enterprises) remains pronounced, and the European bourgeoisie

(65pe01ally in France) are finding to their dismay that while they are recon-
quering world markets, American capital is "colonis1ng" European enterprises.

the European bourgeoisie (above all in Italy and the minor capitalist
oountrlesj are terrified at the prospect of a "collapse" in the dollar which
would threaten to.set off a chain reaction in the monetary system of the capital-

. ist world and preﬁloltat a break down of the whole 1nternatlonal_cap1talistV

economy.

Flnallv the European bourgeoisie display two dlfferent attltudes w1th
respect to the world market (attitudes which strongly influence their behav1our
with respect to the Common Market 1tself) Some (the majority of the West
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German bourge0131e in purtlcular) holding that their productive forces ‘are already
suffocating within the boundaries. of the Common Mdrket do not fear gom petition
.with. American imperialism and thereforé demand a Common Market "open" to Great
Britain and the rest of capitalist Burope as a transitional. stage towards the
"Atlantic zone of free trade" likewise sought by American .imperialism. (THis is
the matérical basis of the "pro-Americanism" which de Gaulle holds against Erhard.).-
The others want to consolidate the Common Market first, protect it against the
"invasion of American caplnal " strengthen its competitive capacity, eupecially
through a powerful movement to amalgamate enterprises and trusts, before openlng
the stage of sharpened and unprotected competition with American imperlallsm.

American imperialism retains crushing superiority over the European imper-
ialist powers, especially in nuclear arms [a superiority which is even increased
by the decline of British imperialism's "independent deterrent"). The European
imperialist powers cannot reasonably conceive defending their system on a world"
scale in face of the continuous rise of the anticapitalist forces (strengthening
of the workers' states, progress of the colonial révolution) outside of their
alliance with American imperialism. All this weighs heavily on the whole situa-
tion and definitively limits the European bourgeoisie!s,freedom of manoeuvre.

Tnls is why the European bourg001c1e attach the greatest importance to ob-
taining access to nuclear arms (and to the rapidly evolving nuclear technology,
on which American imperialism holds an almost complete monopoly), whether under
the form of a2 multilateral or Atlantic nucle°r force, or "an nui,onomous striking
force" (French or "Euronean") SRS

II. Polltlcal Evolutlon in Western Europe

(6) Durﬁng the long period of capitalist prosperlty that unfolded in
western Europe)’ traditional bourge01s democracy, far from being revived or con- .
solidated, continued to follow its process of slow decline.” This decline corres-
pords in particulﬁr to an objective situation in which the key forces -~ in prin-
clpal place the big capitalist monopolies, the banks, finance capltal, in an acCes-,
sory;way the trade-union organisations -- decide dlrectly on a series of questions -
involving political, economic, financial, monetary, commercial and sometimes even
cultural:policies, which were formerly preogatlves of parliaments. If we add to
this the continual strengthening of the executive power of the bourgeois state,
and the more and more distinct encroachment of international organisations on im- L
portant .political questions (NATO for military problems; the Common Market, the -
European Coal and Steel Community, the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade for
commerical ‘and economi@ questions; Imternational Monetary Fund for monetary
problems, etc. ) it is clear that the actual influence of purllaments on publlc'
life is becomlng more- ond more limited. :

Tals process of progre831ve and unlnterrupted erosion of. bourge01s parlia- -
mentariarism expresses in the last analysis the fact that parliament, which was =~
never an 2i{fective instrument for the conquest of power by the proletariat, is
more and more ceasing to be an effective instrument for the defence. and consoli- .
dation of the power of the bourgeoisie itself. Its real function used to be to
enable the-bourgeoisie to gain a collective understanding of its class interests
at a time when it was greatly divided by disparate regional and sectional interests
as well as clearly d ifferentiated political currents.
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But the more the process of capitalist concentration continucs and cconomic life
falls under the control of a handful of large trusts and monopolies, the more

the latter use the stete machinery to defend their particular profits and induss~
tries, the more the "personal union" between the monopolies and the state :
machinery progresses, and the more the expression of the interests of big eapital;
and the centralisatlbn of the bourgeois forces takes place outside the bounds of '
parliament, even before its debates begin,

The evolution towards a "strong state n underlying the whole evolution of
the European bourgeoisie during the past decade thus corresponds with a double
objective: to adapt the functioning of the state to the needs of the monopolies
(providing them with a more stable and "technocratic" executive power in order to
ensure a more effective defence of their profits); and to limit the possibility
of the labour movement threatening the stzbility of the bourgeois state through
an unreserved struggle for its rights (by limiting the right to strike and demon=-
strate and by strengthening the organs of repression), It is sigaigicant that
this tendency has appeared in recent years in all the countries of Western
Europe, even in those reputed to be the mout democratic, and under all forms of
government including those headed by Social Democrats or in which thegy partici-

pate.

(7) However, up to now the tendency towards installing a "strong state"
has succeeded in only one country, France Everywhere else this tendency persists
only latently, certain objectives being carried out little by little, but without
reaching the point of ‘qualitative change. On the contrary, an obJectlve balance
sheet of the five years since 1959 shows that the executive power of the bour-
geois state has been weakened in a series of countries (particularly Greece and
Italy) .at least in its capacity to prevent expressions of resolute working-
class struggle or to reduce their extent. Even in France, where the Gaullist
regime seems stable, this stability is bound up in large measure with the survival
of its leader; and the bourgeoisie itself doubts the possibility of maintaining
it, at least in its present form, after de Gaulle has gone.

The fact is that instituting a "strong state" in its classical French

form presupposes a serious defeat of the working class; and such a defeat has

not occurred anywhere in western Europe. In fact capitalist prosperity itself
has had a contradictory, dialectical effect on the behaviour of the working class
in wastern Europe. If it has clearly woakened understanding of the necessity of
a revolutionary overturn of capitalism, it has, thanks to the decline in -

unemployment, created conditions propitious for an outbreak of economic struggles.
This, especially in countries where the integration of the unions in the bour-fv“
»ge01s state had been’ previously institutionalised, can prove to be the point of:
departure for a new rise in the militancy of the workars. The European proletariat,
. even in countries where i has been affceted by the tendency towards political
~ apathy, is still passionately attached to the defence of its economic rights and
s ibs unions ‘while establishment of a "strong state" requires not only deep polit-
1ca1 apathy among the workers but also the castration of the trade-union move-
ment., _

For all these reasons . although tendencies towards setting up a "strong
state" come to the surface each time the weakness of the executive of the bour- -
goois state is sharnly illuminated (in Italy at the time of the presidential
election in 1964-65; in Austria at the time of the last crisis inside the main
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bourgeois party; in Greece in relation to the "defect" on the Cyprus question,
etc ), these tendencies cannot really triumph until after a phase of intedde.
class struggle culminating in a serious defeat and deep demoralisation of the
proletariat. Even in France, the beginning- of & revival among the workers,
whieh is- shown by the economic strikes launched under the banner of unity of
action among the trade unions and by a still hesitant, uncertain and contradictory
evolu ion towards a united front of the PCF-SFIO. (Communist party and Social
Democrats) ‘threatens to undefmine the stability of the “strong state" when

de Gaulle and his personal prestige are gone. For this reason the French bour-
geoisie envisage chenging from a Bonapartist to a presidential regime, but without
assurance that the attempt will succeed.

(8) -The tendency towards a "strong state" is to monopoly capitalism in a

time of prosperity what the fascist tendency was to the same caplt;llsm in a
period of economic crisis and mass unemployment. In each case an attempt is
involved of aaaptlng the degree of centralisation of political power to the
concentration achieved by big capital in the economic field. In the one case,

the mass base of the movement consisted of a dispossegsed, pauperlsed petty
bourgeoisie mad with despair; in the other, the mass base of the movemént is a
prosperou enriched petty bourgeoisie without an inferiority complex (composed
mainly of technocrats; cadre elements and, in general the "new middle classes")..
Similarly in the one case it wes a questlon of crushlng the working class,
destroying its organisations and brutally JYowering its standard of living; in the
other.case it is rather a question of emasculating its organisations by inte-
gratlnﬂ ‘them more deeply into the regime and by corrupting the workers.with a -
~higher standard of liviug lin%ed with potent measures to foster politlcal apathy
among. +hem N

‘ The climate of economic prosperity prevailing in western Europe the past

five yea g.has not favored the rebirth of the fascist danger. On the contrary,

ne f850lst cells which survived or were recreated in countries like West Germany
or Fraonce, have grown weaker, if they have: not dlSlntegrated They could only
reappcar 1n a %ime of economlc, social and political crisis carried to a paroxysm,
and .even. tb:l would lack substarce in the absence. of mass unemployment

cE T On tﬂe other hand, we have seen the development almost everywhere in -
western Ezrope of Poujadist tendencies, expressing the revolt of the "old mlddle
classe;,‘ hit by the Cupltallst concentration, who are seeking to maintain.an -

.4~ independent position in the econemy. -It is prlmquly small peasents and mlddle—
aged. small. shopk epers,* ihexorably condemned by the progress of agricultural
mechanisation’ ;d”commerclal concentration, who ere to be found in the forefront

. oft, these tende cies. These groups uometlmes find expression within the traditional -
partles kfor example the: r051ﬁtance among the British Conservatives. to the oy
abolition of resale prlcﬁ maintenance; the . resistance An. the West German Chrlstian
Democratic Union i- Christian Social Union to a commonr ‘market in graing; the’
expre531on of Poujadist tendencies within the Belgian party of Liberty and Progress,
ey ) "”“eulmes ‘they create new parties, mostly of a quack nature and without
any future. Tﬁe fact is'that the displaced petty bourge0151e can- easily flnd

new. Jobs'—« o’ten of higher status =~ within the framework of capitallot .
"procperity." In the absence of a prolonged recession or a big drop in the rate
of expansion, their revolt is based more upon nostalgla for the past. than’ any:
present misery. This situation, however, could change in the event of a general




o

recession - in the Common Mﬂrket we would then certalnly see the emergence of fior
powerful PouJadlst tendencies.

,‘.,
L

. A relatively recent phenomenon'has been the appearance of pronounced racist
tendencies on the political scene in western Europe. This phenomenon has two™
roots: on the one hand, the exacerbated feeling of frustration felt by the petty-
bourgeois layers in face of the progress of the colonial revolution and the loss
of "empire"; on the other hand, the reaction of petty-bourgeois circles and.the
less politically conscious layers of the working class in face of the 1mm1gration‘
of a large number. of foreign workers, sometlmes (espe01ally Great Britain and
France) of coloured workers. """

”he materlal causes of these racist feelings, at least in working-class
groups, are tangible enough -- a housing crisis and fear for the stability of" ‘em—~
ployment These racist feelings are, moreover, less racism proper than xenophobia.
Whereas the target of the most wirulent demonstrations in Great Britain is black
or Pakistani immigrants, ina Switzerland it is the Italian immigrants. These
sentiments are no less potent in the hands of the bourgeoisie as a weapon to
divide the working class. The labour movement or in its absence, the vanguard,
must of necessity take'systematic and energetic countermeasures. '

(9) In recent years the two fascist regimes still surv1v1ug in Europe the
Franco and Salazar reglmes have undergone a profound crisis. In the case of
Portugal, this crisis results primarily from the extension of the colonial revolu~
tion 1nto the Portuguese colonies (so—called "Portuguese" Guinea, Angola, Mozam-
bique) . This urdermines the financial stability of the dlctatorshlp through the
mllltary expenditures involved, and-in the l--grun undermines its economic stabil-
ity insofar as it drags Portuguese 1mper1allsm the weakest of all ‘the. imperialisms,
into colonial wars which it has no hope of . w1nn1ng, aﬁd whlch w1lI flnlSh by des-
troylng its very foundatlon. S S

In the ‘case of Spain, the crisis of the reglme has more complex causes it
is due to the ‘economic rev1val. which fostered a renewal of economic struggles by
the working-class thanks to a~decllne in unemployment; to the appearence of a new
generat&on of workers and students who do not feel the weight of the demoral131ng
defeat “inithe civil. war; to the influence of the Cuban Revolution and the revolu-
tionary -struggles in Latin America; to the necessity felt by the Spanlsh bourge0131e .
to become integrated into capitalist Europe, etc. .

- The fundamental scheme of the bourgeoisie is the same in both Portugal and
Spaln to move from a fascist regime to an "enlightened" and "liberal" Bonapartism
without .a real upheaval. This would permit them to legalise the economic struggles
of the working class, diverting them into purely reformist roads; to solve their
colonial problems; and to integrate themselves into capitalist Europe on an equal
partnership basis (formal membership in the Common Market -- and for Spain un-
doubtedly also in NATO, or in a Mediterranean pact -- would register this coveted
status). But many obstacles stand in the way of this operation. Despite accel-
erated industridlisation, which has already made the working class the most numerous
in Spain's population, the two countries still have highly exp1031ve agrlcultural
situations, The agrlcultural proletariat ekes out an existence in terrible misery.
The economic situation in the two countrles both of which are clearly "marginal"
to the econcmy of capitalist Europe, is very vulnerable, quite liable %o being
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hit harder than the others by a Common Market recession (which would involwe:©
in particular a massive return of emigrant workers)., . The gep between the~
 WBuropean" wage level and wage levels in Spain and Portﬁgal remains a source of
constant agitation and growth of revolutionary consciousness among the-prolitariat
..9f the two countries. The revolutionary movement thus has the possibility. to
~"deféat the plan of the bourgeéisie and to transform the crisis of.-fascism into
a.crisis of copitalist rule instead, opening the way to a proletarlan revolution. -
3ut the realisation -of this p0531b111ty depends on political and organisational
cendltlons the chle“ement of whlch has already suffered a serious delay.

et
~ b
o

N IIIf“‘Ihe Evolutaonwef the Lebour Movement in.Western Euroge ;:, I

(10) During the past five years, the European 1abour»movement cantinued
to undergo the influemee of"internstiondl’ factors determining the broad-lines'off
the evolution of world politics: the continuation of the colonial revolution
which has gained new spectacular.victories; the deepening of the crisis of the
Stalinist bureaucracy, which resulted in the Sino-Soviet conflict and the pro-
longed crisis in the international Communist movement; the prolonged period of
boom in the United States which bolstered the capitalist prosperity in capital- .-
~ ist Europe, etc. Nevertheless, the determining factor in the evolution of the :
labour movement in western Europe continued to be the objective situation in
which the European working class itself is placed., The strategic and tactical
problems posed by this situation can be definitively resolved only through the
internal—contradiction° within Euronean bourgeois society.

_zThe key problem for the west Europeen labour movement continues to be
of suecessfully: resisting the attempts of the bourgeoisie and its agents
to: ;indegrate the movement deeper into the bourgeois state. This problem is
1nt1mately +bound up with another key question: the search for and the formulation
" “of an alternetive strategy for the:labour movement and its revolutionary
venguard as against the ultrareformist if nob openly bourgeois strategy put
forward by the big parties of the European Social-Democracy, and the neoreformist
strategy advanced more and more by the official Communist parties of western
Europe. The formulation of this al‘ternative stra‘begy -- indispensable in con-
structing an alternative leadership <~ cennot consist’ of the simple repetition
of past formulas, particularly when these formulas corresponded to an objective
situation charucterlsed by mass unemployment, the stagnatlon of the productive
*forces and the immediate threat of fascism -~ whlch is not the objective situation
in most European capitalist countries today.

(11). In opposition to all the reformists and neoreformlsts and -a number.:
of .centrist currents influenced by them even at the periphery of the revolutlonary
vanguard the Fourth International insists that the capitalist prosperlty, far-:
from. havipa resolved "all -the ecofniomic problems," leaves enough economic, -
political and social contrddictions in Cupitullst society to make revolutlonary
struggles . objectively: p9831b1e that ‘cquld end in the overthrow of cepitalist
rule and the conquest -of power by the proletarlat The contradictions persisting:
wlﬁhln ‘the prosperity itself and the fundamentol 1nstab111ty of this prosperity.
which. Teads. periodigcally to national or international recessions; together with
ﬁhe.lneV}table periodic attacks which the bourgeoiaie mst_ launch against, the
llv;ng standard and aoalnst the most milltant unions of the workers all create
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condltlons propitious for en outbreak of struggles which, under the influence of
a broad vanguard within the mass movement, can be transformed into offensive
battles for transitional demands leading to a revolutionary situation and the -
 establishment of organs of dual power. ‘ '

. Such obJectlvely revolutionary struggles, remain possible, as was brll-
’jllantly shown by the Belgian general strike of December 1960-January 1961

to a legser-degree by the revival of the Italian lsbour movement in 1962—63.

In any case, as these struggles demonstrated, there is no direct mechanical
connection between the growth of capitalist prosperlty and workers' wages and the
.lowering of the revolutionary consciousness of the masses influenced by communism.
‘But these examples likewise confirm that the actual transformation of workers'
struggles for purely economic demands into struggles for transitional demands
_which objectively pose the question of power, depends on the activity of the

. subjective factor within the mass movement to a mach greater degree than on
dlfferent objective conditions. o

From this po1nt of view, the unlon mOVement especially its left wing
(left reformist, centrist or Communist not dominated by Khrushchevist neoreformism),
has progressively become of greater and greater importance in the recent evolu-
tion of the labour movement in western Europe. This importance corresponds to the
nature of the struggles -- almost all of which begin as struggles for economic
demands, to the sterility of the mass parties of the working class, and to
their increasing differentiation, which does not create any p01nt of crystal-
lisation sufficiently attractlve for a coalescence of the various currents of
the labour movement. It is.still within a united union movement (as in Great
‘ Brltain West Germany or in Sweden) or within a class-conscious union (as in
Ttaly or in Greece) that this coalescence can come about with the Fewest hind-
rances.

~ From thls flows a clear .danger; namely, that the trade-union milieu will
weaken the programmatic content of the alternetlve strategy formulated by the
‘various left tendencies in the workers movement, and that anarcho-syndicalist
tendencies will thus appear which, under cover of workers' "autonomy" or a
refusal to be intepgrated;into the organlsmo of the bourgeois state, will in - -
fact strengthen the tendency towards pOllthﬂl apathy among the proletariat
the No, 1 objective of -the big bourgeoisie and cne that happens to be fostered
by the objective situation, For revolutionary Marxists, the only reply possible
is to continually link the question of ower, of the government to the defense
" of the material interests of the workers as the culmination of the whole anmti-
capitalist strategy, in the absence of which workers' "autonomy" 1mp11es tacit
_;acceptance of the permanency of the bourgeois order.

i The same danger is implicit in the "turn toward a strategy centered on-
the ‘job level" which was projected more or less simultaneously by the centrist
~or "left" forces of the Italian, West German, British and Belgian trade-union

movements. In 1tself there is nothlng reprehen51ble or negative about paylng
" more attention to. the problems of ‘spged up, the bad effects of automation in a
;capltallst framework, and the need to offer, even on the job level, a workers
jplan.ln opposition to “capitalist programming." Under a revolutlonary Marxist
1eedersh1p, an orientation of #his kind would lead to the demand for workers
control and to propaganda in favor of workers ‘management, the revolutionary
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1mpact of which,hau actually increased as technical progress brings about in-

" creasing exploitation of the worker as a producer in the factory

" 1ished

i

But when this orlentatloa is divorced from the problems of power and gov-
ernment, when it aims at actually scattering the struggles and refusing to engage
in strugvles of. the class as a whole, the only kind capable of shaking capitalist
rule on the job as well as on the state level, it constitutes an ideal platform
for neoreformism that leads only to new forms of class collaboration if not to .
bitter defeats and fresh demorallsatlog.

(12) - Tho evolution of tho Communist partics in western Europe has been
profoundly influenced in the recent period by the developments and various ups and
downs of the international crisis of the Communist movement. But the over-all
effects of this crisis on most of the parties have been contradictory. If "de-
Stalinisation," the slow disappearance of all orthodoxy and all "supreme author-
ity," and the w1de differentiation engendered by the Sino-Soviet conflict have
undoubtedly heightened the critical judgment of Communist members and re-estab-

, to various degrees, the possibility of real political discussion within
these. parties (however only the Italian CP has developed anything that resembles

" genuinely free dlscu351on) the immediate political effect of this change in

" climate has been to accentuate the rightist course of these parties under the

. combined influence of the opportunist tradition of the old leaders {particularly
.. Togliatti in Italy and Thorez in France), the Khrushchevist line promulgated at
. the Twentieth Congress along with "de—Stallnlsatlon" ("peaceful coexistence,

’ general strategy of the Communist parties"; priority of "economic competitlon
.Qibetween.the USSR and the USA" over any revolutionary orientation in western

Europe; attempt at rapprochement with the Social Democracy, etc.), and the climate
of capitalist prosperity so conducive to the flowering of new rlghtist devia-
tions in an essentially opportunist milieu.

In Italy. in particular this contradictory effect of "de-Stalinisation"”

hés been felt, but other cases -- like that of Sweden where the Communist party

'openly adopted a reformist orientation, or Belgium where the leaders of the CP,

_fargue for the idea of their party belng ‘reéeabsorbed by the Social Democratic
' party. =- confirm this general rule. It is-a product of the long period of op-

“portunism in the Communist parties. “Only with the profound radicalisation of

significant layers of the workers and the outbreak of big spontaneous struggles

~ could this be reversed bringing forward a broad Communist left in the mass CP's

that would'move toward a revolutionary strategy under the pressure of the masses
and’ the stlmulus of tbe revolutlonary Marxist forces.

In almost all the countrles of cepltalist Europc, the Sino-Soviet confllct

~ "has:.led to the appesrance of nuclei of pro-Chinese groupings. Their members fall
f'generally into two categories: on the one hand youth and militant workers dis-
~ ““gusted by the rlghtlst opportunist line of the official CP's; on the other, men
""" of the CP. machines who yearn for the days of Stalin., The relationship of forces
- between the two tendencies determines the relative size of the groupings. These
. go from~obv1ouslj ridiculous groups as in Switzerland to formations of a certain

strength like the pro-Chinese Belglan Italian and Austrian organisations. But
even in these cases their:. p0351b111ties for growth were cut off when elements of

- the Stalinist type teok' over tlg lcadershlp, toelng the Chinese line 100% and

31nking into sectarianism and, demasogy

B
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Neverthelesss experience showed that these groups, particularly when they
were forming, brought together a considerable number of valuable elements in
search of- revolutlonary solutions = It is the duty of our sections to find the
means to open a dlalogue with these elements and to win them to our program and
our movement, otherwise the whole experlence threatens to end with their belng
lost t~ the ldbOUf movement

, (13) - Durvng recent years, the evolution of the Social Democracy toward.
the right has proceeded at an accelerated pace in almost all the countries of
western Europe. - Two motor forces that must be cgrefully distinguished are at the
bottom of thls evoluulon

(a) In some cases the classical arguments and motives of reformism in a
boom perlod are at work, w1thout this necessarily implying a decline or modifica-~
tion of the tradi+ional working-class base of these parties. This is particularly
true of the Austrian Socialist party, the British Labour party to a certain ‘
degree indicated below, &nd the Nenni Socialist party in Italy.

(b) In other cases 'what is 1nvolved is the oApre331on of a profound modl—
ficationh in the social compécition of these parties. The administrative bureau-
cracy of the state ond mmicipalities, the new middle classes, even small and
midd1e capitalis businz ssmen, have displaced the workers as active members of
these particz, The process of degeneration, which has gone farthest in West
German and the Netherlands, is marked by a complete break with the ideology of
the puut the official ranunc1atlon of Marxism and the class struggle, a refusal
to even speak of any kind of socialisation of the means of production or the..
extension of workers rights in the plants as aims of socialist politics, even
off1c1al o”omulvaulon of reactionary concepts like the "inclusion of workers
among Suookno‘derg‘ and "der aletarlonwsatlon through the tranoformatlon of the
workers into individual owners."

Even in the case of the Dutch and German parties, the electoral base
remains working class, and the phenomnpon of an electoral polarisation around
. th-se parties can cortinue to occur when, in the absence of worthwhile alter-
natives, the oroletaV1at is compelled to conslder a party like the German Social-
ist par*y as the only possible ‘alter-ative to the bourgeois parties. But in
such caset the votes won by these parties are gained 11terally despite thelr

program thelr leaoors und their orleqtutlou ‘and not because of them.

The Labour party represents a qpeolql case. Like the Austrian 8001allst
party, it ‘represents the only Social Democratic party that continues to be
'followed, due to hlSuOP’Cal reasons ard the structure of the workers movement, by
virtually the entire pol¢tlcally conscious working class of the. country The
death of Gaitskell and ‘his replacement by Wilson, plus the strengthening of the .
left wing ir the trade uaions and the bankruptey of the rightist policy in the
1959 e1eoulons, led to.a small shift to:.the left in this party during 1963-64
in contrast to all the other Social- Demooratlc parties in western Europe.. But
the financial crisis to which Vilson's cabinet fell heir, together with the class—
ical fear of these reformists, both of the right and the left to lead a struggle,
no matter how weak, against the "national" and international class enemy, led
them to place the burden of their difficulties on the backs of the Labour voters
and to become worsec adherents than ever of the world politics of British and
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American imperialism.

(14) To the intermediate centrist formations that appeared in the
preceding period,: of which the most important were the Danish and Norwegian
Soc¢ialist People's parties (SFP) and the French United Socialist party (PSU),
two new centrist organlsatlonu were recently added: the Italian Socialist Party
of . Proletarlan_Unlty,(PSIUP) and the Belgian Left Socialist Union-Wallon Workers
Party: (UGS=PUT).. The latter parties have a quite different origin from that of
the Danish and Norwegian SFP's and the PSU, which were ideological movements or ,
"moral" revolts within the SP's or the. CP's. Objectively they are products of ’ pe
upsurges in the class struggle in these countries in the rccent past and of the :
actual radicalisation of the first layer of the mass movement that appeared .
during these upsurgese The Danish, French and Norwegian formations have a pro=- 5
grammatic base that is confused in gencral and just as neoreformist as that of :
the Khrushchevist CP's if not even further along the road of neoreformism. The
PSIUP and the UGS-PWT on the contrary seek a Marxist programmatic base, and
withouwt thereby going beyond left: centrism they are further to the left on- some
p01nts thun the official Cr's. -

Two criteria will prove decisive for the future of these new formations . -
'-- their capacity to win ‘a real mass base in the plants and, as a consequence of
this, to play an effective.role in the trade-union movement and their deter-
minatlon to play an independent pOlitlccl vanguard role in the labour movement,
outf}anklng the official CP's to the left. If they succeed in carrying out these
tasks in a ‘positive way, these parties will be able to serve as poles of attrac-
tion to. a vanguard withln the CP's, exer01sing a continual pressure on them
that can:limit their opportunist manoeuvers and thus constitute a positive
.element 4in constructlng a revolutionary mass party that will include a good
many -of their members. But if they fail in this dual task, they will rupidly
become transformed into more and more heterogenous centrlst swamps given to in-
cessant facticnal struggles in the image of the PSU, :

¢

' iV. The Tasks of Marxist Revolutionists

- {15) The, central task of revolutlonary Marxists during thc entire coming
period, insofar as it is objectively determined by the succession of phases of
capltalist prosperlty and more or less limited reeessions, continues to be the
one already indicated: to prepare, to Justify, to go-orii nqtegto widen and to
generalise the struggles of the proletarlat in defense of immediate material
interests (whether against inflation or against the threat of unemployment, .
against the~ attempt to” slow .down wage increases and impose a wage freeze, or
against cuts 1n hours and lay offs) and against the integration of the workers
movement into'the bourgeocis state apparatus by linking economic demands to tran- N
sitional demands. These,startlng from the immedlate asplratlons of the masses
could lead to a prerevolutionary situation, even the creation of organs of duai
power if struggles of broad sweep are launched to win them.

Success in- these tasks involves malntalning the orientation of integratlng
our militants in the mass movement while at the same tlme maintaining an inde-
" pendent sector.
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The work of intcgration will continue to be. applied in the CP's in France
and Italy, in the Labour party in Great Britain, in the SP in Austria, in the -

o SFP in Denmeark.

A modification in tactics, alrcady curried out in large part by our forces,
is called for in West Germany and Belgium. In West Germany, the trade-union
movement and work in the plants now constitute the center of gravity for the rev-
olutionary Marxists, with work in the youth organisations as a secondary center.

~The possi:i’ities of work in the German SP will doubtless remain extremely limited;

membership in this party is justified only zs a factor facilitating trade-union
work® This does not mean that ‘it can be excluded in advance that the future
radicalisation of the German working class, for cxample with the next recession

. that mlgbt occur ia this countrﬁ, would flnd political expression, in its first

phase, in thé German SP, But this possibility cannot be considered to be certain
inﬁvxnwof the extreme political degencration of this party =nd the complete lack
of‘partlclpatlon by the workers in its internsl life,

" In Belglum the fOTmQt101 of the PWT-UGS crcated the possibility of ad-
vancing revolutlonary consciousness. The rsvolutionary Marxists must support
this development in order to shape a force out of it that can contribute effec-

~tively to the birth of a revolutionary mass perty.

(16). - The gensral strategy of revolutionary Marxists in western Europe
involves formulatirg a precise program of immediate and transitional demands
corresponding to the rcal needs of the workers movement and the prolvtarlat in

- the concrete situation in whieh they find th nselvcs todgj.

This program must first of cll offer to the proleteriat effective means

~ of defense against attacks by the bosses carried out under the slogan of "slowing

down wage increases" in a period of full cmplo ment, or in the form of cuts in
hours or lay offs in a downturn of thc economic cyclco The - defensc against cuts
in hours is all the uorelmportant since it is in gemeral the marginal revenue

of the workcrs that constitutes the busis for raising their standard of living
(buying dursble consumer goods on credit), and the loss of these revenues in the
workers' budgpts can represent 2 dlsproportlonute fall in their stend.rd of
living.

In oppoesitim to thv inflationery threat to the income of the workers,
revolutionery Marxists demend the sliding scale of wages, the automatic gdgust- ‘
ment of wages to rises in the cost of living with the index of the cost of living
computed by the trade uanions themselves, and safeguards against the imposition of
progressive income toxes on the supplements to nomingl income,

In opposition to the "incomes policy" and in general agaidst any attempt
to tie down the workers movement through a "joint agreement economy" ("économie
concertee“) the revolutionary Marx1sts propose that the trade-union movement

demasd that the discussion on prices, wages, productivity and profits should be

~ipreceded by opening thc books of thc bosses, doing away with business secrets and
‘ ﬂ»establlshlng uorkaru control over productlon.

In opp031tlon to cuts in hours, the thrcat of lay offs, which appear at
the time of downturns in the economic cycle and in opp051t10n to the general
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threat of capitalist rationalisation and automation to full employment; the revolu-
tionary Marxists demand establishment of the 40-hour and then the 35-hour week,

a guaranteed monthly wage, social insurance (including unemployment insurance) of
75% of the average’ wages, workers control over hiring and firing. They demand

that plants closed by the bosses which the workers believe ought to be kept running
should be put into operation under workers control; they demand that along with
this, to absorb unemployment where it exists or reappears, new plants should be
bu1lt at government expense and operated under the management of the workers
themsslves.

In opposition to the general economic dislocations which capitalist pros-
perity has left untouched or even accentuated in all the capitalist countries of
western Europe, the revolutionary Marxists demand the nationalisation of every
big industry and the whole credit system, without purchase or indemnification,
running them under workers control and w1th the elaboration of an economic deVel-
opment plan centered on different priorities (particularly collective consumption)
than those of "economic programming." So that there will be no ambiguity about
this workers plan and to prevent it from becoming a new tie-in with capitalism
like the "counter plan" of the PSU, it must be specified that it can be carried -
out only by a workers (or workers and peasents) government, and that it involves
. the creatlon of dual pover. ;

 Lzainst the new alienation suffered by workers as consumers, and in order
to face the situation arising from a leap forward of the productive forces and
new needs of the proletariat, révolutionary Marxists demand extensive development
of free collective consumption -- free medicine (national health service), free
collective urban transportatlon free education up to the highest univerelty
degrees with free meals and free lodging for students, socialisation of building
sites c¢2d free collective services in big living complexes (national housing
service). They press the masses and the workers organisations to oppose the models
of bourgsois consumption and to adopt models of consumption that are both more ra=-
~ tiondl from the V1ewp01nt of the ind1v1dual and: more elualltarian and human from
the soclal p01nt of view.

Against the allenatlon which workers have suffered since the beginning. of
capitalism as producers and which has been aggravated by the progress of capital-
ist rationalisation and automation, revolutionary Marxists struggle for workers
control over the organisation and speed of work, over the plans for re-tooling
plants and plans for production,etc. The slogan of workers control appears as the
ceniral slogen of this stage of struggle to which all the other transitional
demands lead as the main lever for bringing about dual power within the plants,
logically ending in the question of political power, the expropriation of the
bourgeoisie and the obJectlve of workers management ‘after the overthrow of
~capitalism. :

(17) This program involves the necessity of formulating for each country
a preciseé transitional slogan on the governmental level to concretise, in ac- ,
cordance ‘with the tradition, the currents of opinion and the prevailing mood of
the working class, the general slogan of a "workers government" or a "workers and
peasants government " It is a question of aocustoming the workers to counterpose
to bourgeois governments or' coalitions with the bourgéoisic the idea of a government
that expresses the political will of the working class, of that will--not as rev-.
olLtlonary Mérx1ste would like it, but as it really is at a deflnate stage. :
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S For this slogan to have its full mobilising effect, it must be intimately

tied up with the transition program which this government is supposed to carry

‘out. It must also be formulated in such a way as not to appear manifestly absurd

(a "workers government" headed by Willy Brandt 'is hard to conceive); that is, the
trade unions, the mass workers parties or the left wings of these parties, as the
situation may require, must be represented as constltutlng the essential bases of

these governments.

(18) The revolutlonary Msrxists advance their propaganda and their agita-

“%ion in favor of a united front of all the trade-union organisations within the

Common Market without excluding anyone, favoring representation for the French
General Confederation of Labour (CGT) and the Italian General Confederation of

 Labour (CGIL) within the consulative bodies of the trade unions in the Common

Market and broadening this united front to include the trade-union movements of

all of capitalist Evrope..

The struggle for these objectives -- the realisation of which must be tied

‘to the convocation of a big European Congress of Labour —— becomes of extreme

importance as the Common Market takes on structure and more and more institutions
are set up, and as the monopolies and bosses organisations gain a degree of
strength and organicaticnal centralisation going beyond what has been achieved on
a national level. As against this concentration of capitalist power, the labour
movement has only a front torn into two or three sectors which refuse to collabor-

ate intermationally. Tae result of this is a steady shift in the relatlonshlp of

forces in favor of the bosses w1th1n the Common Market.

(19) A prograzi and strategy upe01f1cally for the Iberian peninsula will
be worked out by the Marxists there as an extension of the present text.

The problcm of revolutionary leadership there, of a revolutlonary party of
the proletariat is of primordial importance, Present conditions are characterised
by: (a) a considerable increase in economic and democratic struggles of the workers,
peasants, the poocr, studeits, etc,, (b) the efforts, at times successful,.of the
bourge01s cpoo;_twon more ;u ecicely the Chrlstlan Democracy, to head- the Jove=

, in order to- control it.and to try to use it in the final analy51s to help

The parsy that is needed will not be built in a 1aboretory but in struggle.

«I

'The revolutionary Spanish- militants must actively participate-in the vanguard of

the present big strugcles which open possibilities of action 1nf1nLtely superior
to those that existed a fevu yearu ago. Participating in the economic and demo-

cratic struggles of the workers, egricultural lrbourcrs, students and other layers
" of the ‘pepulation, advencing uujfxlng slogans to raise the class consciousness
‘and.militancy of the workers, proposing wherever possible forms of struggle that
' sweep over the limits more or less "tolerated" by the bourgeoisie, following the

magnificent example of the Asturian miners who, at Mieres, attacked the police
station where miners were being held, with cries of "U.H, P 1" (the Unidn de
Hermanos Proletarios of 1934) and “Long live Communlsm'“ the revolutionary
militants must, at the present stage of the struggle, work for the most rapid
possible success in coordinating the workers struggles and actions on a national
scale, as well as forming an effective alliance between the struggles of the

.industrial workers and the agricultural workers -- indispensable conditions for
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proposing more ambitious mass actions in form as well as content, capable of lead-~
1ng to pre-lnsurrectlonal 31tuatlons

" With regard to one of the central slogans of the present struggle ,“trade—
- union freedom " the revolutionary militants must, in opposition to attempts by the
party apparatuses (both labour and Christian Democrats) to create their own more
or less clandestine trade-union sectlons, advance the slogan of factory, local,
regional and even national committees or councils, and partlclpate in creatlng
unifying and really representative committees of the workers, organs of the.class
struggle of all kinds, where of course representatives of the-Communlst Socialist
- and Christian trade-unlon militants would be represented.

. The indispensable unity of action in the plants must find an organic form
on a national scale. Revolutionary militants must struggle along these lines to
create a genuine workers front of political organisations and groups that would go
beyond the vague slogans about "democracy," showing from facts of daily life the
need. for a socialist alternative to the present crisis of the Franco regime. But
one of the indispensable conditions for getting beyond the schemes of the politi-
cal forces of the monopolies and initiating solutions leading to the socialist rev-
olution is the creation of a revolutionary party of the proletartiat. The revolu-
tionary militants must take an active part in the still timid attempts at rap-
prochement among the revolutionary Marxist groups along these lines.

(20) Itclscnecessary to develop a program of specific demands and
aet1v1ties- ’ \ .

(a) For the defense of the colonial revolutlon particularly the revolu-
tion unfolding in the colony or ex~colony of the 1mper1allsm where each of our
.sections is operating, For aid, free from all political strings, to the new
politically independent states, especlally those which, in search of complete
freedom from 1mper1allsm are carrylng their revolutlon over into a permanent rev-
olutlon.

(b) For w1thdrawal from NATO and any military pact. For a struggle

--‘agalnst nuclear arms (for unilateral dlsarmament against any multilateral force)

- and against the threats of world war launched by 1mper1allsm in general, a
campaign that must combine participation in the antinuclear movement w1th the
struggle for an anticapitalist program, together with the propaganda that only the
. world victory of socialism will put an end to the threat of a nuclear holocaust.

_ “(¢) " For the intervention of our movement in the crisis of the world Com-
munist movement, an intervention adapted to the special features of the Communist
'*movement and 1ts dlfferentlations 1n each country of western Europe. )

(d) For speclflc ‘action of our movement among the youth, who are mostly

- outside the sway of the tradltlonal organisations, who are partlcularly vulnerable
%o downturns in“the economic cycle and among whom definite layers in a state of

latent or open-rebellion against soc1ety in general can be led through action into
becomlng revolutlonary adversaries of capitalism and any society founded on
exp101tatlcn and oppre381on.‘;‘ '



DRAFT THESES

ON THE PROGRESS AND PROBLEMS
OF»THE.AFRIGAN REVQLUTIONf

Some ten years after the process of the formation of indepen=--
dent’ states began on a .big scale, the African reality shows consid- -

erable differentiation. Nevertheless, while acknowledging their .
approximate .and provisional nature, it 1s possible to take the funda-~
mental tendencies and common or analOgous elements and place them in

definite categories or groups.

More concretely, three ma jor sectors can be dlstlnguished*‘
the Africa where colonialism and racism still survive, the Africa of
outright neocolonial structure, and the Africa where revolutionary
transformations are- occurring. ‘An analysis of situations and ten=
dencies in a certain number of countries in each of these sectors’
will provide us with a rather extensive picture, and enable us to
single out the basic tendencies and work out some essential conclu—
sions,’ -

I, COLONIAL AFRICA

. Colonial Africa, which geographically coincides in large:
measure with southern Africa, includes essentially South Africa,
Angola, Mozambique, and Southern Rhodesia (Zimbabwe). We will
briefly analyze here the two eépicenters of South Africa and Angola.,

South Africa

: ‘The dominant feature in recent years has been the aggravation -
of natiohal and economic oppression imposed on the indigenous popula-
tion-of South Africa by apartheid rule., Against this, violent forms:
of struggle have developed, representing a break with the methods’ °
advocated in the past by broad sectors of the nationalist movement;
and, in principle, a turn was made in this field by the African
National Congress (ANC) and the Communist party (PC). However,“the
liberal sectors in particular sought to draw advantage from acts of
violence; conducted in distinct separation .from a broad mass mQVement a
The hopes of those who thought that acts of sabotage would be suffi-'
clent to set off the powder keg have proved to. be urijustifist, * The
revolts which broke out at-different timés' in isolated regiond- met
with very harsh repression and were thus crushed.

Generally, the fundamental elements of the situation in South
Africa remain. unchanged ‘The:presence of d high percentage of white
masters inevitably points to a perspective of long, stubborn struggle.
But, on the other hand, an economic and social structure relatively -
advanced for an Afrlcan country, the:lack of a genuine indigenous
bourgeoisie, the existence of a quite large mass of proletarians and '

H
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very broad masses of poor, even proletarianized peasants, are also
factors of a nature to- stlmulate “the revolutionary anticapltalist

and sociallst dynamics of a revolution starting off as a national

- and democratic revolution, In the final analysis, it is precisely
the ‘presence of these factors that explains both the scheme for a-
meocolonialist operation with the intervention of sectors of world

~ imperialism and the extreme caution of the "liberal™ bourgeois forces
~An: opposition to the present racist regime. The neocolonialist oper-
atlion envisages replacing apartheid rule by the granting of a few .
"liberal" political rights to narrow layers of the indlgenous pOpu—
lationo

- ~The neocolonialist operation is, in fact, running into serious
obstacles, all the more so since.no one can guarantee that the pro-"
cess, once launched, would stop at the point desired by certain
"liberal“ forces. Nevertheless the possibility of success oannot
be ruled out, particularly if certeln conditions were fulfilled, A
success would obviously affect the whole development of the revolu-
tion in South Africa,

In any case the task of tHée revolutionary forces at the pres-
ent stage is to struggle in such a way that Verwoerd's possible down-:
fall would involve thé unleashing of a process of permanent revolu-.
tion and not the reorganization of the country. on a neéocolonial ‘basis.
In relation to this aim, a.struggle limited to acts of-sabotage. or to
isolated actions is 1neffect1ve even favorable to the projects of -
the neocolonialist forces. For this reason it is insufficient to
take a position in favor of armed struggle. In truth, it 1s not at
all simply a problem of method bubt primarily one of content. A neo=-
coloniallst and liberal wing can, it is obvious, conclude that in
the complete absence of any. legal avenues at all it is necessary to.
fight Verwoerd by means of armed struggle, yet its basic orientation
would remain fundamentally opposed to that of a mass revolutionary L
movement. ' _

In reality, it is not p0551ble to oounter the neocolonlalist

‘maneuver and actually launch the process of the South African revolu-»
tion except through a movement based on the broad masses, particu-
larly the peasant masses, The touchstone for a revolutionary leader-.
ship is its capacity, startlng from. a mobilization for democratic. and.
national liberatory aims, to assure-at each:concrete stage the slogans
and actions capable of stlmulatlng the anticapitalist dynamics of the_
struggle.

The progress realized among the peasants and in the reserves
by sectors of the vanguard and the maturing of a considerable number
of cadres 1n the mass mOVement ‘are unquestionably posit1Ve signs, '

The formation of a unlted front of the forces struggling
~ against apartheidand imperiallsm remains a primary necessity, if
only because of the biltterness of the prospective struggle whicéh
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thus nepe531tates organizations functioning on a national scale, .
But no united front would- be ‘'worth anything, or could accomplish the
tasks for which it was set 'up, if the preliminary condition were not
met of breaking with all the agents of imperialism and neocolonial-

ism, including the 1ndigenous and liberal agents.

Revolutlonary Marx1sts are partisans of that kind of united
front and offer their active support to all those who actually
struggle, no matter what their specific orientation may be. They
support in particular the vanguard sectors of the South African move-
ment that have already succeeded, thanks to stubborn and courageous
struggle, in gaining real mass influence, especially among the peas-
ants (above all APDUSA, the African People's Democratic Union of
Southern Afrjca) and the other organizations affiliated to the NEUM
(Non Buropean Unity Movement) :

Angola

The national Angolan movement has undergone many viclssitudes
ubecause of 1nternal as well as international reasons.

_The massive effort of Portuguese imperialism, backed by its
allies, has not succeeded in crushing the resistance of the Angolan
people but it has been able to contain it at certain times, The ,
developmpnts in the Congo situation likewise had a negative influ-
ence, partieularly after Tshombe, who is directly linked with the
...:Portuguese, came to power. .Finally there has been the obstacle of
the struggles within the national movement and its cleavages, .especi-
ally the alternating positions taken by certain African states and

w:'the rather heavy intervention of -the Soviet bureaucracy, which parti-

cipated in the effort-to discredit the GRAE (Revolutionary- Government
"'of Angolsa in Exile) and the FLNA (Angolan National Liveration Front)'

o In the case of Angola, the neocolonialist margin of maneuver
(up to now very uncertaln and vague, probably more under North Ameri-
can than Portuguese inspiration) has been quite limited. An.indige=~

. nous bourgeois class that could:serve as a gocial and political base

for a possible neoeolonlallst operation doed not exist in even. embry-

-~ onic form, The defeat of colonialism ~- which would be :the result in

~any case of a broad mass mobilization, particularly the peasant masses
== would create a. polltical and social vacuum that would strongly .
stimulate the anticapitalist dynamics of the process. In.an indepen=
dent Angolan state, the specific weight of the masses, the, peasant :

r',masses in the first place, would:be: determining and the masses would

be pushed from the first phases to translate their victory into econ-
omic. and social terms.‘gi T
From this it follows that the revolutionary Angolan vanguard .
must set about elaborating a perspective of permanent revolution, :
clarifying in 'a systematic ‘way the need for the national liberation
struggle to have an anticapitalist and socialist content. Some of

LS
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the milltants and nuclei have already reached this conclusion, uti-
.lizing the erlteria of Marxist analy31s and adopting socialist con=-
oeptlons. i

It also follows that the masses, during a probably rather long
struggle, undergoing an immense experience, will not tolerate being
robbed. of their victory. This means that the necessary clarification
and the possible elimination of opportunist or cowardly leaders,
under the influence of forces foreign to the revolution, will be

achieved during the struggle itself, in accordance with its own
logic. o T

It is clear that a genuine revolutlonary Angolan leadership
does not yet exist and that internal conflicts and struggles of the
nationalist movement will probably continue to appear for a whole
period, In determining which field of action they will give pref-
erence, the fundamental criterion for revolutionary Marxists is who
at a given stage exercises real mass inflyence and who is actually
fighting, because that is where the logic of the revolutionary -
struggle most easily permits the formation of a revolutionary van~"
guprd The line of a leadership or a few leaders cannot be a deci-
aive orlterlon, all the less so in the case of insinuations or sus-
picions about this or that person. , -

In the fifth year of the Angolan struggle, the following .
objective balance sheet, by and large, can be drawn up:

(a) The armed struggle inside the country is continuing and
‘has even undergone a revival recently. The Angolan armed forces =
outside the country continue to exist, despite the grave limitations
imposed on thelr struggle by the reaotionary Congolese governments.

: : (b) The armed struggle inside Angola =-- which is being con-
ducted especially by forces of peasant social composition -- 1is being
* organized essentially by the FLNA, which represents the base of the

- _GRAE; 'The MPLA (People's Movement of Angolan Liberation) succeeded

during 1964 in establlshlng a base-in the enclave of Cabinda where
contingents of the FLNA were already in existence. Despitée the con-
siderable backing the MPLA has abroad and the explicit support of
the .Soviet bureaucracy, it has not been able to reverse the" existing
~relationship of forces and cannot be considered at present as repre=-
senting more than a minor component of the Angolan movement so far
as mass 1nfluenoe is ooncerned

(c) On the plane of conscious leadership, the MPLA claims to
have a more progressive, even socialist, orientation. However, this
" has not prevented it from having ties w1th dubious formations and
from continuing to follow a confused line. Its relative strength
'in'negotiations is derived less from its intrinsic influence than

from the support granted it by the wing of "the Communist movement
adhering to the Soviet buresucracy. :

-



e

Due to its size alone, the FLNA appears more heterogenous
than\the MPLA, including the leadership level. . A .whole .series of
.-1ts elements have not. crystallized politically, move in zigzags,:
work in a completely empirical way. It is. very 1likely that some of
them have been under imperialist influence in the past or still are,
However it would be a mistake not to note that certain representa-
tives of the FLNA are evolving, even rapidly, and that in the light
..of bltter experiences, they have a tendency to move toward "Chinese"
positions (if only tactioally) It would,.likewise be an error to
leave out of consideration the fact that after splitting from the.
MPIA, a series of vanguard elements with a Marxist education and
having a quite left orientation have entered the FLNA. :

(d) ' The attltudes of certain African states, 1nclud1ng the
more progressive, or those considered to be more progr9551ve, -have
changed position on the Angolan,national movement abruptly at - times

- and without clear. explanation. Their attitudes thus cannot be taken
.as a reliable criterion., No doubt particular diplomatic or tactical
considerations have come into play most often, taking precedence
over an analysis of the actual forces, the relationship of forces
and the dynamics of the movement. ’

‘ Without hldlng its critlcisms and while developing its own
concepts on the nature of the Angolan revolution, the Fourth Inter-
national will contlnue to solidarize with the forces in actual
struggle, which are primarily the peasant forces organized at the
present. stage essentially in the FLNA, The Fourth International
holds. that the unification of the FLNA with other existing forces
would prove. profitable, naturally on condition that it be realized
in .the. 8truggle, on the basis of a clear anti-imperialist and anti-
colonialiat program, without which the indiSpensable unity in the
armed struggle would suffer. ,

- An upsurge of the struggle in the other Portuguese colonies,
particul&rly in Mozambique (in so-called "Portuguese' Guinea the
movement has already reached spectacular dimensions) would multiply
difficulties for the colonialists, could lead them to give up cer-
tain positions and possibly offer some compromises -- with the aim
of .strengthening the most important rampart. : For a whole series of
-reasons, both geographic and economic, it is most likely that Angola

.will prove to be the place where.the Portuguese will decide to hang

“on to ,the end, From this viewp01nt too,. the perspective of a pro=-
longed struggle is justified, ‘ B :

. } -

w . II. NEOCOLONIAL AFRICA

: Ce The countries that can be 1isted in this category == the
- countries of North Africa like Tunisia, Morocco and Libya, most of.
the former French colonies of west Africa, the former British colon-
.- 1ps- in the same reglon like Nigeria and Sierra Leone, the Congo, .
countries of east Africa like Ethiaopia, Somalia and the former



British oolonies there, etc. - shows in itself the broad charaoter

of this olassiflcation and the rather wide differences that are -- .-
involved, We will 1limit ourselves to referring to a few of the more. i
significant oases in the various zones.A , . : i

i

‘The Congo
- The Congo offérs in concentrated form the multiple contradic-
tions of an Africa in upheaval in the process of emancipation., The - .

central government rests in the hands of the man most detested by -

the African revolutionists and even by certain moderates, and vast
regions are the scehe of a ferocious. war, the current situation - D
being due just as much to foreign intervention as to the limitations,_-
and internal conflicts of the forces on the scene. The struggle in
the Congo is not only for the territory itself. Involved in this
struggle is the threat of consolidating a counterrevolutionary gov-
erniment that would bear down on other African countries and accentu-
ate the differences in the Organization of African Unity (O0AU) where

a wing is already 1nclining in Tshombe's direction as the "1egal
government "

From the point of view of imperialism, the Congo of the late
fifties had reached a point where domination in the old style could
not be oontinued any longer; nevertheless hardly anything had been
done 'to prepare an alternative of even the most fragile kind. :
Because of this, particularly because of the absence in the Congo
of even an embryonic  indigenous ruling class, the 1960 operation
ended in. a chronic crisis. Not even the most moderate neocolonial- ,
ist setup could be stabilized, so that in 1964 the imperialists went .. -
back to direct intervention, hardly camouflaged behind the hypoeriti-
cal mask of rescuing whites and helping the "legal" government of '
Tshombe. A .

: As for the anticoloniallst Congolese forces their fundamen- R
tal deficiency has been the absence of a genuinely unified political. -
- organization, the Lumumbist organization itself having only limited.
forces., That is why the solution envisaged at the "round table".

- quickly blew up. and Lumumba, the only figure in position to play a
national role, was eliminated For a whole period, the splintering
of the movement and the lack of leadership slowed down resumption of
the revolutionary struggle. The resistance could pick up again only

- later, first on a local and regional scale. The most concentrated
proletarian force -- in the Katanga mines <- could play no role

because of the pressure brought to bear by the whole colonialilst

and Tshombist machine, = There is no doubt that the root. of the weak=- . .
nesses of the national movement is to be found in the absence of a :
national party, caused in the final analysis by the tribal divisions .
and the backward character of most of the country. It must neverthe- .
less be added that the international forces interested in counter-
acting the negative evolution of the Congo =-- the progressive African
states and the workers states -~ even if one leaves aside the crim-
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inal responsibility of the Soviet bureaucracy in facilitating the
intervention of the UN in July 1960, could not or did not want to
contribute in a decisive way to lancing the Congolese abscess, even
if they have granted the insurgents eon51derable aid since then.t

.. As a result of the most recent events, the struggle has
become  explosive for imperialism and neocolonialism, and, in short,
more. to the advantage of the revolutionary forces that have sprung
up in different zones of the country., Thanks to a brutal and cyni-
cal policy, which does not bother about any camouflage and completely
accepts the logle of a war of extermination, conducted particularly
by foreign mercenaries, Tshombe reconquered some positions; but only
partial successes are involved. The truth is that the Tshombist '
"solutlon" ‘has now been put in question.

The deficlencles and weaknesses of the national movement have
not been overcome, however, Coordination and unity are not yet
assured, This is not specially due to the quite real geographiocal
difficulties, Grave political differences remain. The reaction to:
the "Adoula" plan to stop the armed struggle in return for a neo~ -
colonialist solution spoke eloquently in this respect., If there is
an intrgnsigeant wing that wants to go all the way and reject an
equivocal solution,K (Muldlé), there 1s also another tendency, repre-
sented ‘at-the top and even in some sectors of the combat forces (for
example, Gbeny$), that is willing to accept a moderate neocolonial-
ist solution in the final-analysis, But such a solution would be
impractical or short lived. The centrifugal tendencies would quickly
reappear, the struggle would be resumed and the only result would be’
a grave division and confusion in the nationalist movement., The only
feasible solution is to defeat not only Tshombe, but especially the
domestic and internatidnal forces hiding behind him. Such an outoome
is possible only through the united national action of a revolution-
ary army -- helped militarily by revolutionary Africa and the workers
8states -~ on the basis of a political movement that struggles to :
uproot the imperialist domination (expropriation and nationalization
of foreign holdings) and to eliminate the indigenous bureaucracy,:
allied to the neocolonlallsts and incapable of governing the oountry.

The present attitude of the African states 1is oontradictory.

. The OAU has zigzagged; the neocolonialist states with moderate gov-

ernments support the "legal" government; some progressive states of
Africa grant the indispensable aid, Thus, not only are antagonistic
internal forces in opposition to each other in the Congo, but also
the different African tendencies, plus, of course, internaticnal

forces, Hence the significance of a struggle whose possible victori-

ous outcome could very-shortly modify the tendencies in southern
Africa, by creating the preconditions for the collapse of the most
reactionary rampart on the- continent,
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Nigeria

: Nigeria, in the British scheme of things, was to play the
role of a pilot test in neocolonialism, It is by far the most:

populous country of Africa, centrally situated, and, thanks to these

vfactore,_capable of ‘greatly influencing the general evolution-of the
continent, Moreover a series of conditions -existed that could justly
be ‘tonsidered to be favorable from the neocolonialist point of view:

(a) The presence of a con31derab1e ‘amount of foreign capital
in 1?dustry and finance as well as agrlculture (plantatlon owner-
ship ' ;

(b) The existence of a reletively.substantial nucleus of an
indigenous ruling class in comparison with other African countries.

_ (¢) Sufficient differences w1th1n~this ¢class and among the
dlfferent zones of the country to assure the possibility of diver--
sionary maneuvers to prevent the process of natlonal antl-imperial-

ist unification from coming to a head, : :

(d) The pﬂlor formation of a poliﬁioal layer, trained in the
British school, a layer that even 1noluded some of the moderate
trade—unlon leadeoe° '

- (e) Con31derable:eoonomio resources, open to foreign exploi-
tation, ’ o ST - R

All of this was croﬁnéd so to speek with another essential
element: independence was’ handed down w1thout a revolutionary
struggle involvwng the masses in a big way.

. Five yeaﬂs after 1ndependenoe. ngeria remalns under neooolon—
ial rule, suffering from a conservetlve, even reactionary government,
-No measures have -either been" taken or progeoted with regard- to  the
imperialist holdings or in an at all progressive direction, In the
-field of foreign policv, Nigeria continues to take retrogressive -
positions, eepe01ally in relation to the most burning African prob-

. -lems, uhus constituting one of the strongest counterweights to the
aotion of the progressive Afrﬁcan gOVernments.

NeVeruheless the situation is far from having crystallized.
In fact, as the events at the end of 1964 and beglnning of 1965 2
showed, the country is undergoing a profound crisis. ' The regime,zr
‘is compleuely unstable, the ruling-class :forces --  even those that
constituted the base of the gQVernmental system for a whole period -~
are divided and in sharp -internal struggle ‘mass opp031tion, parti-z’
cularly in the most developed regions, is growing., The political. -
topography remains fragmented and- contradictory (different and
opposing political forces rule in d"fferent ‘regions) and the unity-
of - the federatlon 1tself 1s threatened ~The: British-style demoora—

*,J
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tic parliamentary structures are only a masquerade, as 13 proved by

the colossally fraudulent elections among other things, the measures
taken against.political opponents, even the most moderate, the harsh
repression of representatives of the vanguard of the labor movement,

In reality, the entire foundation of the political system 1nherited

from the British empire is extremely precarious,

All this obviously reflects the structure of Nigerian society,
The country is politically divided, even at the ruling-class level,
because the degree of economic and social development-is quite dif-
ferentiated, As against the relatively developed regions stands the
North, where feudal-type relations are still prevalent. In this con-
text, tribal and religious factors play a big role. Of course this
does not mean that the situation is completely static., On the con-
trary, Nigerian society 1s in movement and capitalist rélations have
begun to penetrate even the North, However this penetration is not - -
wiping out the influence of the feudal elements., What is occurring
instead is a symbiosis sueh as other societies have undergone during
trangition. periods (for example, feudalists also become contraoctors; -
the breakmub of communal structures occurs in favor of tribal chiefs.
who seize the land, etc.), :

- A highly progressive element, one capable of playing an even
bigger rale in the future, is the dynamism displayed by considerable
sectors of.the urban masses those most integrated in the modern
economic web (e.g., the Lagos dockers strike, the June 1964 general
strike; etc.). Due to this situation and also to the international
experience accumulated by young cadres (particularly during studies
in Europe), venguard groups already exist in Nigeria that proclaim
themselves Lo be Marexist or revolutionary Marxist, who criticize -
the British=type trade unionism and who aré wrestling with the vital
probiems of the Nigerian revolution and big international questions,
going through conflicts and splits in the process. Among the necent
experiences that should be mentioned in this respect are those of
the Socialist Workers and Farmers party (SWFP) and the Nigerian
Labour party (NLP). < '

. An es3ential problem remaining to be clarified is the atti-
tude o be taken toward the national "bourgeoisie, which in Nigeria
is not as spectral as in some other African countries, and which in
any case has already revealed beyond mistake its conservative and
pro-imperialist nature. Thus the problem is not.at all to seek an
alliance with this social layer -~ as the Nigerian partisans of the
line of the Soviet bureaucracy maintain -- but to.appeal to the sec-
tors of the people still under the influence of a vaguely progres-
sive outlook (for example, the Action Group) on the basis of a revo-
luticrnary platform and to organize them under a consistent socialist
leaaershipn; o o

This specification is imperative in the more general caso of
the furdamental problem of the alliance with the peasant masses who
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constitute the overwhelming ma jority of the population and who are
quite variegated socially (extending from agricultural laborers on
the plantations to the classical poor peasants and serfs of the
feudal zones), The elaboration of a transition program for the
agrarian revolution and the mobilization of the peasants (who in
part still constitute the base of the most conservative tendencies)
are key tasks for the Nigerian vanguard.

In east Africa, the rampart of conservatism is the kingdom of
Ethlopia, a backward society featured by feudal-type relations on
which rests a genuinely despotic political regime, The feudal class -
-welded together around ‘the Negus and his family aims at consolidating
its position through an alliance with foreign capltal The indus=-
trial sector, still quite limited, is éntirely in the hands of capi-
talists of other countries who engoy very favorable conditions for
their invesiments. The prestige acquired at the time of the fascist
aggression, and especially the hypocritical position in favor of ,

tnity ‘voiced at mecetings of the African states by the emperor, con-
,uitcue a cheap "progressive" ideological cover that among other '
things diverts a%tention from the concession of military bases in

e o)

bu41op1a uo Ame"ican 1mperialism.

Ths revo‘t in - l96” was a preliminary grave sign of the .ten=-
dencles Undermining the kingdom's system, - The quick defeat of the
revoltig agcribable toits timorous .character and to the nature of
1ts lead ershlp which had neither Uhe ability nor the wish to bring .
broad sectors of theé imaidses into action., More reoently other straws -

in the wind have appeared -- insubordination of military contlngents,Lf

student actions; peasant demonstrations; strikes, occasionally led
by militant underground trade unionists, at other times occurring in
more -open and spectacular ways (fow example, the Ethiopian Air Line
strike in 105&);‘ - » ‘

The Opp031tjon, extending from the most moderate p031tions
among the "enlightened" sectors of the upper layers to the armed
resistance cf sectors of the people, primarily peasants, is even
expressed in organized. forms. The Ethiopian People!s Movement Coun-
cil (EPMC), holding %o.a. program of advanced views and having cadres
close to Marxlst and revolutionary Marxist concepts, represents at
the present stage a broad vanguard, Its struggle for a'republio,
for the abolition of ‘the feudal system, for a radical agrarian ,
reform, for really popular government,. against American imperialism
and ‘neocolonialism constitutes a foundatlon corresponding to the .
needs of the Ethiopian revolution at the present stage. The solidar-
1ty of ‘the revolutionists of Africa and the entire world toward the
EPMC and -all those who are struggling with analogous aims is all the
more necessary in view of the fact that the Ethiopian opposition has
been received with coldness, if not hostility, by the most advanced
African states and leaders due to their desire.to avoid any diplo-




matic compllcatlons in their relations w1th the. 1mperial government

- l?: An important aspeot of the situation in EthiOpia is the exis-

. -rtence of .strong national minorities struggling either for autonomy

or for- separation from the kingdom. In the case of Eritrea the move-
ment has mounted armed peasant guerrilla actions for several years
and has projected a politlcal line of socialist coloration,

- The Former French Colonies of West Africa

The former French colonles are, - together with Nigeria, the
main links in the neocolonial system of west Africa. Granted inde-
' .pendence . from above, without big struggles and popular victories, on
‘the basis of a compromise with the former imperialist master, these
countries have offered a favorable soil for neocolonialist operations,
first of all because of their artificial boundary lines, their Balkan~-
ization., It can be said quite aptly that for them independence
amounts to a flag and a national anthem, The economic positions of
foreign oapltal ‘most often French, have been maintained., At the
same time, nuclel of often rather substantlal indigenous exploiting
-classes have been consolidated (landlords, merchants, small indus-
trialists, entrepreneurs in, transport, intellectuals with a privi- -
. leged standard of living and an aristocratic outlook, éetc.). The
tribal divisions, despite their declining influence, have been kept
up in order to be utilized for conservatiVe aims by the indigenous
privileged layers and imperialism,

- 'An important role ——,relatively new Iin relation to the period
before iIndependence -~ is being played by the. bureaucratic layer in
.control of the state whose social privileges are based on this con-
trol. In other countries or at other times, layers of this kind
elther underwent osmosis with the economic forces or crystallized
out as an instrument of economic expansion, giving birth to and
nourishing what -could be called a bourgeoisie of buregucratic origin
-(esg.,; the Mexican experlence of the forties and the Indonesian -~
experience after the departure of the Dutch). In other instances,

 these layers acquired a Bonapartist political physiognomy :instead,
seeking to balance between the different indigenous privileged sec—
tors, imperialism and the mass movement. In general these layers
swell completely out of proportion to their real functions and assume
privileges for themselves that are all the more hated in view of the
miserable standard of living of virtually the entire population.‘ﬂ~
They diSplay the most notorious corruptlon and malfeasance in. office.

» These two variants are to be found in the countries of neo-”
colonial stvucture in west Africa,  On the international level these
countries are tied to imperialism through France and through the Com=-
mon Market, They represent the conservative wing of the African
states, being surpassed in this only by the racist government of-
.Verwoerd ‘ N : :
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; In such a situation the single party is an ihstPument ‘par
excellence of political control and repression. Any signs of oppo- -
sition are harshly crushed even by figures who like to present them=
selves as the sponsors of a "democratic" and "nontotalitarian™ Africa,
In the final analysis this is a product of the intrinsic weakness of
these systems which are incapable of freeing themselves from foreign
domination, of guaranteeing the indispensable economid takeoff, and
of ameliorating however little the standard of living of the masses.
(Occasionally a decline in the. standard of living appears, due to
the® fact that the dissolution of the former precapitalist economic
and social forms destroys certain possibllities of cooperation in

. eking out. a living without assuring by way of compensation new open-

'ings,)particularly through absorption Into the expanding modern sec-
tors,

: This does not mean that it is excluded that a precarious
crisis~-ridden situation cannot be prolonged for a time by maintain-
ing the present regimes (which could include changes at the govern-
ment level and in political personnel)., A radical reversal of the
situation will not really be possible until after imperialism is
defeated in other sectors of Africa and the world or until the oppo-
sitional forces become capable of developing a consistent line of
opposition and of establishing solid ties with the masses, especlally

- the peasants, or through a combination of the two. BRI

Tunisia and Morocco.

In north Africa neocolonialism established two relatively
solid bases in Morocco and Tunisia where formal independence. was -
gained following the struggle of a national movement but where econ-
omlc power remained in the hands of privileged indigenous 1ayers as
well as foreign owners, often resident in the country. - :

The balanCe sheet of the years of independence is clear, con-
firming the easily made forecasts, The two countries have not over-
come economic stagnation., A certain limited development, quite -
artificial in nature, has affected only very thin layers in the towns.
The proletarian and plebian masses, and the brodd mass of the peas-
antry still suffer the utmost destitution.

. In addltion to the blindness of certain layers wedded to the
status quo, it ‘i's this situation and the deep discontent of the
‘masses that are at the bottom of the most recent developments in
Tunisia, and the relative shift to the left undertaken by Bourguiba,
who 8%ill retains considerable influence. In Morocco the task of
the conservatives is more difficult due to the fact that a rather
large working class exists there, concentrated and organized, while
power is held by a leadershlp, the prestige of which does not derive
from any participation in the struggle for independence. Hence the
very sharp character of the social and political conflicts, the much
clearer differentiations, including those in the ranks of the opposi- .
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tion, and the. Violence and repression employed by the regime where
the king remains the pivot although his authority has been weakened,
The recent explosion in Casablanca foreshadows the grave confllcts
now maturlngok _ - _ ey

- In the case of Morocco, it is particularly elear.that the
sole perspective for real progress is an anticapitalist struggle for
‘socialist solutions. Any strategy aiming at collaboration with the -
so-called. national bourgeoisie will prove to be impractical and
fictitious; because the existing system of exploitation and oppres=-
sion i3 exercised directly -- even 1f in good part for the benefit
of foreign capital -- by indigenous owningklayers, including a bour-
geols layer, and the struggle against them cannot be separated from
the struggle against the . landlords and the foreign proprietors.s

'Ille THE AFRICA OF REVOLUTIONARY TRANSFORMATIONS

The countrles in this category reached independence w1th or
without ‘mass- struggles have adopted progressive, anti-imperialist -
ard even anticapitalist measures, and, at least at a certain stage
in their evolution, have played a role in the breakup of the. colon-
ial and neOoolonial system. : -

N E~The most 81gnificant experiences up to now have been those
of Ghanaj; Mali, Guinea, Egypt, Zanzibar and the Algerian Revolution.i*

Mali

Mali galned independence following a gradual process, bub
~$hroughthe action of a centralized and militant political party
“having a 'rather advanced ideology., This means that Mali never

’expernenced the political vacuum suffered by other African countries

“Vor 'the eonservative retrograde evolution of which the parties of
west Africa were protagonists although they were conneoted for a _
“rather long period with the Unlon Soudanaise~Rassemblement Démocra-
tique Africain (US-RDA). :

‘When 1ndependence came, Mali was an extremely backward coun-
try, with an almost completely agricultural and subsistence economy
. (around 80%). It was the same five years later, the proportions of
the different eoonomlo sectors not haV1ng changed _

& ' The Mallan leadership adoPted a-line rigorously favoring a
mixed and planned economy. So far -as the expansion of production is
. concerned, this has not yet yilelded substantial results. The growth

Rk 1))

*A genuine revolution occurred in Zanzibar in 1964. But the situa-~
tion was complicated by the fusion of Zanzibar and Tanganylka which,
at least at this stage, had the aim and in part the result of put-
ting -a brake on the Zanzibar movement.,



=14-

of production has been limited, having been deliberately and to a
large degree inevitably concentrated in the agricultural sector,
‘Most often the increases have been absorbed by a rise in eonsump-
tion. This has meant stagnation in means for 1nvestment.

In 1ndustry, trade and tranSport the government has affirmed -
the primacy of the state sector. Companies have been set up that
belong completely to the state or in which the state holds the ma jor-
ity of shares (ENCON, SEMA, RTM, SOENA, etc.). The same system has
been adopted for the banks (People's DeVeIOpment Bank, Malian Bank
of Credits and Deposits). A state company has also been formed for
investments, but private initiative continues, regulated by a statute
on investments. In principle it is to come under state control in-
ten years, An important role is played in ‘addition by Somiex, an
export-import company that is supposed in pr1n01p1e to exercise a
- kind of monopoly over foreign trade. However, Somiex has not elim-
inated private trade, which contlnues, even in the form of trade
carried on by forelgn companies. In the countryside, the regime
chose the road -of using and gradually transformingfthe communal
tribal structures by introducing what is called the "collective
field." It should be recalled that before independence, the land
already belonged in substance to the peasants, the pr1V1leges of
the traditional chiefs having been con31derab1y curtailed. The
experience with collective fields remains limited, however, since
on the one hand it is not general and on the other only a quite
modest part of the labor of the: peasants is devoted to this ‘sector.

The -backbone of the 1ndependent regime is the single US-RDA
.. party, led by cadres with a trade-union and Marxist education (inso-
~far 'as’an education acquired in the circles of the French Communist
party ¢can be called Marxist), who have adopted democratic centralism
and elaborated an indigenous version of Marxism. According to. thls,

'Mali is a- scciety ‘without clasees, whether feudalistic or capital-

ist, whiceh is gradually moving toward socialism., In such-a soeiety,
the tasks which it is the lot of the proletariat to c¢arry out in
industrial societies are accomplished by a people's movement that

- is not specifically proletarian, the vanguard of which is composed

“of white-collar workers, teachers and manual. workers allied with
other layers of the population,(peasants and,artlsans) In other
words, these layers of the people are supposed to represent the
historic equivalent of the proletariat. Referrlng to Lenin, the
theoreticians of the Malian party explain in addition that it will
be possible to "leap over" the capitalist stage and advance towards
soclalism without passing through the other historically antecedent
stages,

It is not denied that social differentlations can come about
(by the formation, for example, of commercial layers and bureaucra=
tic layers detached from the masses) but it is held that the funda-
mental dynamics is counteracting these tendencies. s
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. The concept concerning trade unions merits attention., The -
Malians reject any reference to the traditional role of trade unions
and set educatlon and propaganda as their essential tasks (education
in a trade, campaigns for production, etc.)}. “Laborlte" tendencies
are Violently criticized and strikes are denounced as completely:
counterrevolutionary. Trade unions are denied any role in the
struggle over division of income and even in the defense of employ-
ment levels. This is carried so far as to include in trade-unlon
tasks the duty of explaining the need for a wage—freeze (in faet
after 1ndependence, even wage reductions occurred)

Mall thus presents quite speclfie features and its soeiologi-
cal classification ‘does’ pose a problem, It is clear, in fact, that
- it has no genuine 1nd1genous capitalist class (either industrial
. commercial, or landholding\ and one cannot speak of domination by
" foreign capital ‘In this way it cannot - be afflrmed that the present
political ruling layer directly serves capitalist or imperialist

interests. ‘However, & rather clear social: stratification exists':
that does entail class conflicts. .

irst of all the state companies by thelr very structure do

;not exolude the participatlon,'lf only-as a minorlty, of private
«1nterests., Secondly, a private sector exists; the. commercial layers
in particular enjoylng priv1leged ‘conditions which-Somiex has not.
suppressed Thus capitalist profits are formed in-all.these sectors
and the social layers which get them have 1nterests opposed to those
of the dther social groups: in the ‘country. On the political level
this, is’ occas1ona11y coneretized ih reactionary movements, - It 18
necessary to take into consideration finally that even if the few
~existing foreign activities be left out of account, Mali as - a back-

ward country which must face ‘the advanced oountrles on the world
-market, suffers indirect exploitation by international capital, It
~is moreover an assoelate member of the Common Market -

As for the rural sector, there are few cooperatives or collec-
tlves, the traditional structures’ stlll préedominating. An agricul-
tural society of this kind may not eXperlence the tragic conflicks
of a capitallst society or a socilety in transition to oapltalisng -
but.-it. is condemned by and large to 1mmob11ity and, in the final
analysis, cannot avoid a whole series of rmbalances following the
finally inevitable breakup of the former equilibrium,. - The circle of
the. subsistence economy is no longer a closed one, problems of dis-
placement arise which purely negatlve measures ebviously cannot
—resolve. . R , . B PRI T

The polltlcal ruling layer, the source: of whlch is in general
the party and trade-unipn apparatuses (at the top, moreover, the
same people are often 1nVOIved) ‘receives its income on the basis
of the functions it performs in ‘the ‘stabte, the government, the econ-
omic machine, etec, In the given context, it is inevitable for ten-
dencies toward the crystallization of privileges to appear desplte
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the real or claimed equalitarian orientation of some of the leaders.
Inevitably this layer 1s led to exploit 1its positions of power in
order to assure for itself a stable standard of living distinetly-
higher ‘than that of the rest of the population., The offic¢ial doocu~
ments themselves indicate that such tendencles have already become ,
established,

' As against this, the tendency for the positions of political-
bureaucratic privilege to fuse with the positions of privilege of :
‘economic origin, although inherent in this kind of soeciety, has not
separated out in a distinet way up to now, This could ocour in the
future, for example, by the overlapping of the commercial seotors
with sectors of members of the political apparatus. Moreover, cases
of corruption, officially denounced, do not constitute incidental
phenomena but have a deeper significance. In actuality, where an
osmosis is not occurring between the political rulers and the owning
layers in which certain privileges cannot be, or cannot yet be,
legalized and consolidated (particularly because ‘1t would be politi-
cally inopportune), the "illegal" avenues and a- hypocritical cover
constitute an almost obligatory variant. 4

In any case 1t is clear that in the final analysis the social
nature of the rullng layer of Mall will be determined by its oconcrete
content; i.e,, the kind of relations of production and social strati-
. fication which 1t objectively maintains and coénsolidates., Up to this
point, its course clearly points to the establishment of relations
with the privileged economic layers, including foreign ones, Only a
deep=-going popular revolution, bringing forward a revolutionary
leadership, - could open up a different perspective. Desplite its
specific traits and the progressive measures that have been carried
" out, Malil remains within the framework of structures fundamentally.
of the past. :

Guinea

o Guinea achieVed independence by voting to secede from the '
MPrench Community" in the Gaullist referendum of 1958, Its evolu=
tion has been analogous to that of Mali in a number of ways:

(a) An economic structure in which the agricultural seotor
and a subsistence economy hold preponderant weight. 7
S - (b) The absence of an 1ndigenous owning class (landowners,
industrial capitalists, ete. )} and the existence of a politiecal rul=- -
ing layer whose base is in the state apparatus, the government and
‘other political structures,

- (o) A breakdown of the domination of the traditional chiefs
‘before independence was achieved and a substantial restoration of

: fthe land to the peasants.

Sk
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B (d)  The decisive role of a single party led by men who had
‘a Marxist -education and who worked out a specific analysis of their
society,. : R

During- the first phaseé of its independence, Guinea played a - -
vanguard role in Africa. In the economic field, the new regime .
envisaged economic planning and a considerable rise in the rate of -
accumulation, asserted the primacy of the public sector, represented
" by nationalized industries the construction of which was projected
by the State Bank, by the Guinean Department of Foreign Trade (an
export-import company whose aim was to0 assure an extensive state
monopoly of foreign trade) and by the Guinean Department of Domestic
Trade whose aim was to control domestic trade. At the same time,
the formation of mixed international companies was envisaged (Guinea's
participation to be 50%), price regulations were introduced, and
wage increases were passed. In the countryside measures of a cooper-
ative type were advocated. The "human investment" was to be one of
the important elements in the economic takeoff., In the field of
international relations, Guinea signed agreements with the USSR, ,
China and other workers states and became one of the main spokesmen
of revolutionary Africa and African unity.

Subsequent evolutlon did not bear out ‘the promises, reassur-
ing those who feared the birth of a "Communist" state in west Africa.
This has also-been reflected in foreign policy, where the retreat has
at tlmes taken spectacular forms.

, In the- economic field, the relative isolation imposed by -
1mperiallsm,1n the first phase cost the country dearly —-— g monetary
crisis was accompanied by a crisis or by stagnation in production.
In industry little progress was made. Aside from isolated achieve-
ments (a cigarette. factory, the Lumumba printing plant), advances
-were limited to the infrastructure (docking' and airport facilitles
in Conakry, etc.). In the agricultural sector, coffee production,
which was scheduled to rise, took a sharp dip. durlng the three-year
plan,: due among ether things to a plant disease, Control over
forelgn trade turned out to be largely formal. The wholesalers and
the retailers rule the roost. Speculation and smuggling (particu- -~
larly in rice) have caused serious losses to the national economy.
Statized domestic trade went bankrupt and was largely ended by 1963.
The freezing of prices failed also, A situation of soar01ty followed
which-still remains. The gravity of the general economic situation,
- the extensiveness of smuggling, the wide speculation in money led to
the new measures in November 1964 (reissuing of commercial licences,
checking of the wealth of party functionaries and officials, capital
puhishment for illegal trade, ete. ), all of which were more spectacu-
lar 1n appearanoe than in real 1nf1uence.
But the,main element of the Situatlon'in Guinea is the fact
that the exploitation of the mineral resources and industrial pro-
duction remains entirely under the domination of foreign capital,



Even . in the radical periods, -assurances and guarantees were still
given to foreign capitalists. Significantly, the 1960 measures
included a major exception in favor of the mining companies, the
insurance companies, the air and maritime transport companies and
the banks, Later a very lucrative investment law was adopted, In
1963 they even went so far as to denationalize the diamond mines.
In November 1964 handicraft diamond operations were banned. The
fact 1s that the basic resources of the country (bauxite, alumina)
are exploited by the big international companies, with greater and
greater participation by the Americans along with the French, the
Swiss, the English and the Germans. For the exploitation of iron
ore, a foreign French-British company has entered the scene (Société
de Conakry) to join Pria, Péchiney, Harvey Aluminlum, ete., in
exploiting the country. _

The pictbﬂe as a whole is thus clear. Guinea is a neocolon-
ial st tate in the sense that foreign companies draw profits from i%,
that international and- indigenous merchants take a commercial profit
-- often exorbitant -- that raw materials flow to the world market -~
‘under the well-known disadvantageous conditions, involving the col-
lection of Bu“p1US value by international capital in this form, too.*
And. a blg part of the agrarian economy 1is stagnating at the subsis-if
tence level, : - - _

The rulirv political layer has crystallized progre331ve1y A
through a series cf p“ivileges associated in origin, in Guinea as
elsewhere, with the exercise of functions (advantages drawn from ﬁhe
very high remuneration granted to functionaries in the.colonial
administration, even speclel remuneration -granted retroactively,
material advantages mcre. or less in. accordance with posts in the
hierarchy, etc. ) Tnese positions have been consolidated on the -
economic level, - Mcdest forms of' accumulation (purchase of apartments
from which,re“*j*” drawn) are’ ‘sometimes. widened and made clearer
(birth of a merchant who 'is at the'same.time a government official},
- extending to the very significant symbiogis: of- government officials:
in business administrations and- theircgaining the status of stock= -
holders, ,Tn thege cases, “Yhe geneeis of -ar bourge0181e of bureaucra*
tip origln is. v;s%ble concre+ely.n R T IS

S ’ co o

ST SR '”h;s wnoTe p“ocess has been accompanied by a hardening of the
bureaueratlc apparatus and the adoption of repressive measures with
‘regard to..oppositicn demonstrations whieh can in no case be oon-»v*
founded with. reacslonary or pro—imperialist intrigues. ey

- H ~ f
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Egypt differs rarkedly from the other African countries, hav-
ing e .much more advanced economic structure in which the specifils-
weight of the industrial sector has grown-considerably. The~trans-
formations of the most recent period have thus,ocourred not within
the framework of a little developed or fluid primitive society, but

i 2
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in a soclety penetrated by capitalism in all its classic forms for
many deoades. . — oy ,

 The deVelopment of Egypt after the revolution of 1952, repre- f
sents without any doubt an exceptional historic phenomenon. The

revolution began under a revolutionary petty-bourgeois 1eadership

that revolted against the incapacity and corruption of the old
regime. It proposed to modernize the country by strlklng at the
old conservative and parasitic classes and by stimulating economic
progress and particularly by seeking to end the imperialist domina-,
tion, Playing a preeminently Bonapartist role, this leadership - -
objectively favored the strengthening of the industrial bourgeoisie -

in relation to the’ other ruling layers. It brought about, first of

all, a change in political personnel at the top, began a series of
reforms struck directly at British imperialism and made itself the
spokesman of the aspirations for Arab unity. These aspirations met N
with a favorable echo among the masses, but corresponded also to the
alms of at least a part of the bourgeoisie, for whom the creation of

a united Arab state ‘would provide a oon31derab1y wider market.

The antl-imperiallst measures -- of which the nationalization
of the Stiez Canal was the most spectacular -- strengthened the new
regime, whose prestige spread to the other countries of the Middle
East, The first agrarian reform was unquestionably of moderate
nature, since it ‘assured substantial indemnification, distributed
but a very limited pércentage of land, and brought no beneflts to-
the great magority of poor peasants and field workers. But, among
other things, owing to the reduction of land rents, the class of
landowners was. hard hit both economlcally and politically and could "
no longer regain its position. The unification with Syria, under--
taken after much hesitation, again increased Nasser's prestige for a -
time. It was greeted not only by the Egyptian bourgeoisie, but
still more S0 by the Syrian bourgeoisie who considered it the only

‘healthy course at a partloularly .critical conjuncture.

But the measures taken in the first stage of the reyolution
did not give the results the leaders counted on. The old ruling
clagses maintained a hostile attitude. Despite the precautionary’
measures ‘taken by the group in power, the capitalists involved in
the state seotor resorted to obstructlon or blackmail, even refusing
the necessary economic aid on certain occasions. Last but not least,
capital did not flow toward the modern economic. sectors; its owners :
generally preferring speculation or real estate.

" Nassér had no way out but to oon31derably widen the state sec~-
tor and to attempt to-consolidate his position by winning mass sup- °
port. A major measure was taken in 1960 with the nationalization of
the Misr Bank, the pivot of finance. and industry in Egypt. The :
Syrian affair ~-=- in which the downfall of Nasgserism was threatened =r
gave a decisive impulse toward the new course which was conoretized
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Thus, not only was a seoond agrarlan reform undertakeén, but
at the same time the state established its control over 80% of ‘the
means of" production; i.e., over all of heavy industry, the big banks
and wholesale trade. ' The percentage of state investments rose, in
relation’ to total investments, from 82,6% in . 1961-62 to 93, 7% in
1963-64 Imperiallst ownershlp virtually disappeared ‘

At “the dame tlme, the regime posed the problem of renovating
the politioal structures.” The Nasserite movement was reorganized,
In the national esgembly, a formal majority of seats was granted to.
the . workers and pedsants. Rights were granted to the workers in the
factories. A percentage- of the profits was -earmarked to be used for
the needs of the workers; and minority participation by workers,
chogen through elections, was envisaged on management boards.- Pars
allel to this, the ideologioal evolution of "Arab. socialism" became
noticeably mo ‘e anticapitalist. Nasser's socialism now advances- the
i1dea of a society characterized by the transfer of the means of pro-
duction to the state, centralized planning, the ¢ontinuation of'
small and medium land holdings, and the development of cooperation.
Hovever," “upteo now cooperation has been limited to the buying of
machlnes fertillzers and to the Plnan01ng and sale of products.

P e o

Fv“ptran socliety is thus in a process of transformation that

ralses the question of its fundamental class ‘nature., Some who char-;

acterized Nasserism as reactionary only yesterday are today ready-to.-
proclaim that Egypt is on the road to soclalism; but ‘even for those

who have not conceded to- _rpressionism or to diplomatic or propagan- -

distic considerations, the question is raised whether the capitalist
regime has been done away witvh and whether a workers state hds been
1nsuituted : e ) R
There is no dovot that the petty—bourge01s revolutionary
leadership that-came to power in 1952 has undergone a profound trans--
formatlon,_becomunv extremely radical. Does this mean that the
creation-'of a wébkers Staue ‘has: oecurred? No; for the following.
reason8°‘ﬁ : : : ‘ IR :

(a) The agrarian structures up to now have not involved any -
oollecuiv1st element, being based essentlally on private property
(oooperatlon now being practiced on the lével of production), and
the free buying and selling of land by the bourge0131e up to a cer--
tain ceiling has not been excluded. .If the existence of a private
sector in ag"icul ure 1s not in itself a criterion showing the non-
existenqe ofva workers state, this peouliarity of Egyptian agrlcul-
ture is none+heless symntomatic,

_ (b) Bourgeois 1ayers of varlous orlgln remain which receiVeu
returns of d capitalist nature. They are often state "rentiers" ,
(revenue from companies in which the state is not the only stook-Lts
holder, revenue coming from. 1ndemn1flcat10n or interest on state
bonds also distributed by way of 1ndemnificatlon) ' -

g
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(e) Finally, private sectors remain (small and medlum 1ndus-
try, trade, real estate). :

(d) The state structure 1nher1ted from the former regime
remains largely 1ntact B

(e) There has been neither mass revolutionary action, nor_an
anticapitalist mobilization of the masses, who do not have a deep '
soclalist consciousness; nor is there a revolutionary-socialist
party, all the transformations up to now having been decreed from
above. : '

. - Under these condltions despite the sweeping statization of
industry, commerce and banking, Egypt still faces the problem of
making a qualitative leap in-order to establish a workers state, As
yet, history has not furnished us with an example of any country »
ach1ev1ng this without a deep-going popular revolution. Egypt will
not prove to be an exceptlon to the rule, ~ ‘

« Many- foroes are pressing Egypt in the Wirection of a new revo-
'1utlonary ‘upsurge -- the objective demands of economic development
the weakness of the old ruling classes, the country's position in
the 'international situation, the. pressure of the masses of workers
and peasants, . But there are powerful obstatles 'also -~ the extremely
‘bureaucrdtic oharaeter of the Nasser leadership, its active opposi- -
tion to Fevolutionary mobilization of the masses, its deliberate
pelicy of blocking the development of an alternative revolutionary-
socialist leadership, the powerful levers still in the hands of
imperialism (military-diplomatic pressure, plus concessions such as
shipmenbs ‘of food), and the pervasive counterréVolutionary influence
wielded by the old state apparatus. ' . —~ e ST

: In addltion, the fresh bureaucratic layer erysta11121ng in
the state apparatus is closely linked with the directing apparatus .
of the economy, giving it a vested interest in maintenance of the
status quo., This layer is on the whole a conservative force deSpite
its capacity to use a revolutlonary and socialist phraseology and .
even to take quite radical measures. R , .

Nor should it be overlooked that the Egyptlan process eon-:f”'
tinues to develop under conditions that are difficult from many .
-.angles. The rate of growth in production remains limited, not even
expanding as rapidly as the population. Thirteen years after the .
downfall of Farouk, per capita income remains stagnant, even if in
‘some sectors, particularly the cities, some 1mprovements have .
occurred, Unemployment  and underemployment remain tragic. Foreign
aid -- even though above that enjoyed by many other countries == is =
‘not an inexhaustible source and cannot by itself substitute for the
impetus that coqu be provided by establishment of a workers state,

The outstanding feature of oontemporary Egypt is its rlpeness
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for the establishment of a workers state and the ease with which a
proletarian victory can occur there with the resurgence of the -
masses.

The Algerian ReVOlution

Without repeating in detall the analyses made in many prev1-
ous documents of the International, the fundamental features of the
Algerian revoluUlon before 1ndependence was won can be summarized as
follows: .

- (a) From the very fact that it unfolded in a country occu-
pied by ‘a mass of foreign colonialists and against a big imperialist
power committed to defending its positions to the end, the depth- and:
duration of the Algerian revolution was translated 1nto a profound 3
mobilization of uhe masses and various social layers..

(b) Beginning as a national liberation movement the revolu-
tion involved Ifrom the beginning two components of 0pp031te tendency:
On the one nand the disinherited peasant masses (the majority of the -
fighting army), the toiling and plebian masses of the éities, and the
radicalized petty-bourgeois layers for whom the struggle had both a
national democratic and social content; on the other, the very thin
layers of the indigenous bourgeoisie and well~to-~do petty bourgeoisie
whose aim was formal political independence and the replacement of
.the ruling colon*allst class by a,native rullng class.

(¢) De3p¢te certain orogre331Ve p031tlons (with regard for
exampTe, to the needfor an agrarian reform), the Front de leéra-
tion Nationale (FIN)-in itself was a socially—undlfferentiated front
with vague political contours. For a considerable time it succeeded
i1n presenting itself publicly as fundamentally united. Unity of this
kind, which was maintained moreover by a rigid apparatus, bureaucra-
tic methods of leadership and compromises at“~the top, did not at. all
prevent a process of differentiation from occurring among the various
military sectors and among the various levels of the movement as well
as conflicts over orientation in the Provisional Government of the
Algerian Republic -(GPRA) itself, where in general the moderate wing -
held sway. ’ ,

Fol¢owing a protracted development of grave contradiotions
(among other things different and even opposing attitudes towards
the Evian agreement) topped by the urgency of the problems in the
political and economic vacuum that appeared at the end of the colon="
ial domlnaulon dué o well-known conditions, the FLN burst into frag~
ment’s wi¥h thé breakup of the government and the division of the
mllitary fbroes,_ The crisis in the summer of 1962 developed along
lines' thdt' weére ‘sometimes unclear, involving among other things _
equrvocal and ‘éphemeral alliances and the momentary passivity of -~  »':
healthy elements ‘and forces, but it marked fundamentally a victory .
for'“the Ben Bella-Boumedienne team, which, at the time, at-the level

[T
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of the mass forces, was the most conscious and most resolute expres-
sion of the outright anti-neocolonialist, revolutionary-democratic

- and socialist-minded orientation., Thus the second stage of the revo=-

lution opened, featured by a dynamics tending to cross over to socialp-
ism. It was primarily the vacuum created by the emigration of the
colonialists that determined the mass actions and the decisions by
the leaders that 1ed to the rapid 3001a1 deepening of the revolution.
The rising curve reached its climax in March 1965, extending
to the new measures of expropriation taken in October the same year._'
The landholdings of the colonialists were expropriated in their
entirety, the Algerian landholders being hit at the same time. A
part of the industrial sector was also taken away from the former
masters, The expropriated sectors were turned over to self-manage-
ment by the workers under very advanced forms. Particularly during
the decisive weeks of March-April, the adoption of all these measures
was accompanied by, immense mass mobilizations in which the union of
the most ‘advanced wing of the leadership w1th the masses occurred
at the highest pitech. This wing, expressing the interests of the
workers -and peasants up to the government level, drove the conser-
vative and probourgeois elements away from the Polltloal Bureau and
the government _ -
A% the same time, the Ben Bellist nucleus and a rather-broad
layer of cadres developed their own ideological concepts, going as
far as to-adopt ideas close to revolutionary Marxism on certain prob-
lems and to critically considering some of the main experiences of
the international labor movement and of the establishment of workers
states.. The Algiers Charter, approved by the April 1964 congress,
was the‘ideoTOgical expr9831on of this process of growth,

In notlng this process, the United Secretariat of the Fourth
International called a*tention in February 1964 to the fact that a
~ Workers and Peasants Government had been established in Algeria.

_ Among ‘other observations, the United Secretariat declared:

. M"ps is characteristlc of a Workers and Peasants Government of
this kind, the Algerian government has not followed a consistent
-course&wfIts general direction, however, has been in opposition to
imperialism, to' the old colonial structure to neocolonialism and to
bureaucratism, It has reacted with firmness to the initiatives of
would-be new bourgeois layers, including armed counterrevolution,

Its subjective aims have repeatedly been declared to be the construc-
tion of socialism. At the same time its consciousness is limited by
its lack of»Marxist training and baokground

“The question that remains to be answered is: whether this
government can establish a workers state. The movement in this ‘
directien is evident and bears many resemblances to the. Cuban pat-
‘tern. A profound agrarian reform has already been carried out
" marked by virtual nationalization of the most important areas of
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arable land, Deep 1nroads have been made into the old ownership -
relations in the industrial sector with, K the establishment of a pub=
lic and state-controlled sector. Yet to .be undertaken are the
éxpropriation of the key oil and minéral sector, the banks and
"insurance companies, establishment of.a monopoly of foreign trade
and the inauguration of effective countermeasures to the monetary,
financial and commercial activities of foreign imperialism."

Through the 1963 measures, Algeria thus entered a phase of
revolutionary development characterlzed among ‘other things by the.
following elements.

(a) The positions of colonlalism were eliminated in the
agricultural sector of the economy and dealt a serious blow in the
industrial sector. :

(b) The indigenous landholding bourgeoisie were likewlse
dealt some blews, while certaln measures, apparently secondary,
were passed whlch in principle can hinder or block the process of
embryonic capitalist accumulation and possible consolidation of
indigenous bourgeo"s nuclei (expropriation of movie houses, hotels,
cafés, etc.). - ‘

(¢) In the most dynamic and economically most important seo-
tor of agriculture (most important likewise from the angle of the
formation of the surplus product) not only has ownership, both land-
lord and capitalist, been ended, but forms of democratic management
have been introduced capable of assuring consolidation of the mass
bases of the revolutlon. Lo

(d) On the economic level in general, a mixed economy is
envisaged in which the public sector -- gGVernment operated or self-
managed ‘==~ is concelved as coming to be the most dynamic, the sPecin
- fic welght of the private sector being gradually limited. ' ’

(e) The Aloerlan state has established international 1inks
with the workers states, involving particularly Cuba and its revolu-
tionary experieﬂoe 'and placing itself in the front vanguard of
progr6881ve Africaa' ' L

However thls process has mnot deVeloped in a stralght line.
In fact, a period of slowing down, of pause, even of stagnation,
opened after the rise of 1963, This cannot be explained solely as
die to the objective need to "dlgest" the results already achieved ~
nor due to the unquestionable existence of serious obstacles., The
subsequent progress of the revolution has been held back particularly
by social and political resistances, The forces hostile to the new
measures (for example in the area of agrarian reform) have made
gains., This is not in contradiction to the successes won by the . .
regime’ in its struggle against the open and illegal opposition, The
extreme right wing (Chaabani) could not gain any serious basé; the .

¥



=20~ .

Kabyle wing (AIt Ahmed) had no real perspective, being compromised
by.a whole series of actually counterrevolutionary attitudes gnd .

its taking to the road of adventure; the sector headed by Boudiaf
and Khider :did met’ elaborate a-line and -lost all prestige. The -
forces hostile to the revolution, both on the domestic and. interna-.
tional level, never seriously counted on these opposition movements.
and, beglnnlng with 1963, chose the tactic of obstruction, sabotage

- and struggle within the regime its state apparatus and even the
party. The FLN congress in 1964 was significant in this respect,

the conservatLVe and rightist elements not engaging in struggle: over
the program -- adopting it unanimously and without much discussion --
but infilltrating into all levels of the party, including the Politi-
cal Bureau, acting-as a brake and as a stubborn opposition which is
far from finished and which has undoubtedly gained results. ' French
~imperialism itself has followed a line up to .now not of rupture but
rather of seduction, of setting conditions, of pressure extending,r
“from blackmall to threats of rupture. : :

"Due to the pause durlng 1964 and ‘the beglnning of 1965 in
which some meagures were passed - that were more spectacular: than of -
real import (such as the expropriation in October 1964 of collabora-
tors with the counterrevolution), the economic and social structures
of Algeria have become crystallized into. a series of different and
opposing sectors, If, in a.stage eof -overturns, the relative rise of
percentages :is more 1mportant than- the absolute figures, in-a statlo»
period ik .is the absolute proportlons that represent the declsive
oriterlon._, _ o . . . . .

Algerlan soclety is marked at present by the coexistenoe and
jconflict of different and antagonistic forces and sectors. On the
‘one side-stand: <(a) the modern, self-managed agricultural sector;

(b) the self-managed 1ndustr1a1 sector; (c) the state industrial
sector; (d) the state sector of transport and services; (e) the-
secondary self-managed sectors. .Against these there remain: (a) a
congiderable agricultural sector dominated by Algerian landowners; -
(b) the private capitalist sector, which includes industries, banks
commercial enterprises; (c) the sector of foreign capital (oil, gasi
(d) the still heavy weight of French imperialist aid (direct sub=
sidies to the budget and investments) and American aid (distribution
of food to the mass of unemployed); (e) the quantitatively preponder=
ant sector of agriculture which was not touched by the agrarian . .
reform and which includes the gamut of poor peasants and small peas—
ants -in general o

, - At the same time Algeria remains integrated in the zone of )
the French franc and a very hlgh proportlon of 1ts foreign trade is
with branoe. . : :

In the social field, the follow1ng opp031ng interests of E
classes and social layers can be listed: (a) the industrial. worklng .
class and the workers on self-managed farms; (b) the poor.peasants;: =
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(c) the poor masses in the towns; (d) the urban petty bourgeoisie
(white collar workers, intellectuals, etc.); (e) the big and middle
Algerian landowners; (f) the capitallsts, particularly the big and
middle native merchants; (g) the well-to-do:petty bourgeoisie;

_(h) international capital (oil companies, banks). ‘

- This general outline is suffloient to show that crltlclzing.
the prolonged pause of the revolution does not 31gnify giving way. to
revolutionary phrasemongering but is based on recognizing that in. .
~ the absence of fresh measures breaking things up, a situation is .

.erystallizing in which capitalist-bourgeois relations, including the
presence of foreign capital, remain preponderant., The orientation
placing the collective secﬁor in opposition to the private sector .
has no real progressive content -~ in the Algerian context -- unless
a constant change in the relation of forces occurs and the collective
sector is actually conceived as an instrument to wear away. the pri=-
vate sector, If this does not occur, the state collective sector
can become either complementary to the private sector -~ in the final
analysis in the interest objectively of preserving the latter -~ or
can be partially or gradually reabsorbed in the prlvate sector inso-
far as this proves to be profitable.: The problem is- particularly
serious for the collective self-managed sector since the private
sector-is SpeclPl ly interested -- more from the political and social
angle than the economic -~ in bringing it into difficulty. As long
as the private sector remains preponderant in industry, finance and
trade, as long as there is no genuine monopoly of foreign trade, as
1ong as planning has not been introduced to block or control the free
play of. the market in accordance with the logilc of capitalism, self-
management will be gravely handicapped and threatened with bankruptqy
or with belrg dralned of 1its revolutlonary social content, L .

The delay in carrying out a new radical agrarian reform -
threatens to be damaging on the political level, since it -can ‘open
up fissures in the revolutionary front., The 1andless peasants will
cease offering active support to the revolution if the new regime
introduces no change in their economic and social conditions, a
change which they expect in return for their major contribution to
the armed struggle.

In addition to the re31stanoe already referred to of the con-
servative social layers, two factors have served in particular as a
brake in the revolutionary process; i.e., the composition and struc- A
ture of the state apparatus and the government in general and the
. defectiveness of the party.

The state and government structure remains essentially as it
~was set up by the colonial regime. This means that far from being a
means of-transmitting the will of the masses and an instrument for
translating a revolutionary orientation into practice, this apparatus
constitutes a barrier separating the masses from the real exercise of
power, a means of paralyzing and rendering null decisions that are
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abstractly correct, an arena for the crystallization of conservative
and reactionary forces and tendencies. The integration into this
apparatus of elements who participated in the struggle for freedom
does not bring about any qualitative change, the problem is political,
social and structural, not one of the composition of the personnel.
In fact it is: the loglc of the apparatus, . as it was constructed, that
is 0perat1ng and-it is precisely through the medium of‘this'apparatus
that the conservative forces, including the foreign ones, express
their influence and malntaln political force, whatever the composi-
tion of the government and the executive power may be in general. ‘

In ‘the case of Algerla, the questlon of the apparatus is also
important in another way, since. it engenders and consolidates a:
bureaucratic layer which, in the absence of democratic structures’
baged on the active and declsive participation of the workers and
‘peasants, is concentrating enormous power in its hands, 1neV1tably i
?nourlshlng privileged positions. Although certain nuclei of the
FLN, including the tops, are aware of the problem in. theory, the-
bureauoracy has developed and become relatively crystallized. To ' -
the old layers of the colonial period have been added new layers,~'i
issuing from the ranks of the revolution. Thus another element must
be included in the. Algerian social stratification: a bureaucracy of
the state, the government, the growing economic apparatus ‘and the
military apparatus, a bureauoracy that in reality enJoys a priv1leged
"share of the national income, even if the quantity is still modest
and Jhat ‘holds a position of" strepgth in relation to the popular :
masses., The right wing of this bureaucracy is trylng, in a more or
less conscious way to consolidate a neocolonial type regime, Its
left wing is partisan to an authoritarian-bureaucratic socialism; ‘
Obgecthely both -of them: play a conservative role. The left wing -
itself not only is opposed to constructing a socialist society based
on the self-government of the masses, but is also blocking the elim-
imdtion of capitalist and 1mperialist structures, the survival of
- which 1s not necessary, however to maintaining 1ts own functions
“and privileges. _ ' S S T

The faot that the problem that exploded in the summer of -
1962 -= of reconstructing the FLN on a new basis -- has not yet been
resolved ‘and that the. party is” "st1ll functioning in a preecarious and
bufeaucratic fashion, with real activity concentrated particularly
at the top, has served as a concomitant factor in reinforcing the
bureaucratic tendencies as well as the uncertainties and the retreats
of the stage that followed the measures of 1963, The same can be
said of the trade unions whose profound crisis has not been overconie:
ané’‘whosé main deficiencies were recognized officially, so to spesak, .
at the March 1965 congress. In reality, the bureaucraecy is rooted'«~
in the party asg. well -as the trade unions; the proclamations about
the need tg separate the state apparatus and the party apparatus
have remalned w1thout practioal results. -up to now,

The polltioal and 1eadership system adopted entails, more~ }lf
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over, the logic of a Bonapartism personalized to the extreme. The

- real power of decision -~ of decision and not of application, since
~after a decision the forces come into play to block or neutralize

it -- is concentrated in the Central Committee and particularly the
Political Bureau to which all the other bodies, from parliament to
the trade-~union leaderships, are subordinated in the final analysis..
- The multiple functions and omnipresent. activity of Ben Bella by them-
‘selves stamp and symbolize the Bonapartist concentration, In certain
-situations of confusion and general deficiencies, this Bonapartism '
was able in the past to play a positlve role obgectlvely, particu=~
‘larly when the Bonapartist action, in conjunction with the movement
of the masses, broke the conservative resistance; but it is obvious
that 1t cannot be conceived as a permanent element, as the norm in
the exercise of power. In the long run, it would inevitably be
risky, and,; in a context little favorable at present to a mobiliza-
tion of the rasses, the conservative bureaucratic forces are bene-

- fited by it., In periods of sharp crisis, of a political and social -
vacuum, even of empirical concepts, of the initiative of narrow
nuclel linked to:the masses, a crude instrument can assure major
successes, Bubt it:is unreallstlc,.to say-the least, to assume that
this can suffice to assure a victorious outcome in a profound revo-
luulpnary proness requiring the overturn of powerful social and
economic positicns, a seStlement of accounts with imperialism, a
sharp and pz olonged struggle against the bureaucratlc tendencles
that are surging up and multiplying.

. The platform of the revolutionary left tryirg to work for the
“trivesh of an orientation correspending to the fundamental necessi-
ties of the revolution must begin from this. It should be conore-

tized around :the following essential pcints:

(a) To stimulate a dynamic growth of the noncapitallst sec—
'"tor of the economy, the specific weight of which must constantly
increase at the expense of ths private sector, This means that it
is necessary to envisage new expropriations in the industrial sector
and the resolution of the problems of nationalization of credit and
the commercialization of the products of the public sector, :

(b) To give priority to the sector of self-management in the
noncapitalist sector that already exists or that must yet be set up.

, _ (¢) In the sector of gas and oil not to accept the perspec- -
tive of .a crystallization of the present situation involving the
formation of veritable imperialist enclaves. It is necessary to
work for the deepening of the contradictions and the progressive
erosion of the positions of internatvional capital. Workers control
should be the concrete form for carrying this out ' )

(d) To establish an effective monopoly of foreign trade and
%o introduce economic planning. Such measures have been shown to

be necessary to. prevent, among other things, the strangulation or
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the distortion of the’self-managed\seotor.

Y (e) To apply a radical agrarian reform in the sectors not
touched by previous measures, by expropriating the big Algerian.
proprietors, introducing rigorous limits on the right to own land,
banning the free buying and selling of land, reorganizing the tra—
ditional agriculture on a cooperative basis and modernizing it,

(f) To elaboraté an over-all plan based both on the new -
agrarian reform, the human investment and industrialization, with ..
the aim of absorbing in the near future unemployment and under-
employment ‘the main plagues of the Algerian countryside.

(g) To completely rebuild the state and government apparatus
" by ereating organlsms of workers and peasants power and putting up
a new governmént strudture corresponding to the new economic strus=
tures, particularly th® structures of. self-management whose real
functioning must be inmperatively assured. - To replace the present
Bonapartist pyramid .with a popular power built on a diverse and
extensive framework, To find at each stage the formulas and means
best suited to realize this objective, To wage a stubborn struggle
against bureaucratic privileges by stimulating the equalitarian
tendendéisds (limitation 8f remuneration, necessary common saocrifices,
participation by all in production, if only for limited periods,

ete

Td assure the defense of the revolution both externally and
1nternaliy by genuine, nonprofess1onal workers and peasants militia.

(h) To democratize the party by assuring real elections at
all levels and by guaranteeing freedom for tendencies (naturally
‘with disdipline in act] on), rigorously separating the party appara=
tus from that of the st ate. - ' ' o

(1) To demoeratize the trade unions, the leaders of which
must be elected by trade-union bodies, leaving out of consideration
membership in the party, The right to strike must not be put. in
question by.any a priori limitations, The decision as to the econ~-
omic or political opportuneness of a strike must not be the preroga-
tive of bureausrats, of leaders at the top, or the state power, but
should belong to the ‘workers involved, who will know how to weigh
all the 1mplicatlons of their attitude in each instance, Self=-
management does not end the need to use the right to strike, econ-

- omie high-handedness not having been eliminated on a national econ-
omic level,  Trade unions should not be conceived exclusively as

an ingtrument of education, of propaganda or of stimulating produc-
tion, ‘but also as an 1nstrument of struggle agalnst both the oppos—:
ing ciasses and the bureaucracy, as-an instrument.of the workers '
in- the struggle over distribution of the- national income. o

’(j) To conduct a systematic campaign for a revolution in
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the field of customs, against all forms of traditionallsm, and in
the first place for the genuine" liberation of the women in Algeria.,

. (k)ooIn maintaining respect for the freedom of religion and
Opposition to any administrative or repressive measure in this field,
it must not be forgotten that rellglon plays an_obgectlvely conser-
vative role -gag:an-ideological cement. Thus, confusionist formulas
must beé rejected, and with g1l the more ‘reason, state finahcial supe-
port in any form for a church or defense of ary concepts in the
field of customs tha* in the final gnalysis weaken revolutionary
mobil:n.zation°

The objecuive costexu of the Algerian revolutlon, w1thin

the still dynamic African and international framework, favors the
left despite all the obstacles emphasized above and desplte a danger—‘
ously prolonged pause. Elementary needs, powerful stimulants, deter-
mine at bottom the attitude of the masses. Even if there have beeén
no big. ‘mobilizations since 1963 the masses do not'feel beaten and
they are not inclined to let thelr victory be stolen by partisass of
a neocolonial regime or by a parasitic bureaucracy. Signs of move-
ment in recent months --- reflected in the trade-union congress ==
indica%e that irpertant sectors of the masses still display great
vitality and that they are ruch more advanced .than the left wing of
the leade’mhlp° e

IV. COﬁCLUSIONS, PERSPECTIVES AND TASKS

- Africa today is the scene of conflict among social forces and
political terdenc es which, while retaining their marked specific
features, are par and par oel of the dynamics of the contemporary
world. Problem> are. posed belonging to communal tribal socleties,
the struggle against colonialism, traditional racism and the new
forms of neocolonialist explortatlon at one and the same time as-
problems flowing from the formation of quite special social layers
and the more gcne“al proole“s of transitional phases.

- With regard to the sector of ‘Africa that is still colonial and
racist, the resistance of the reaotlonary classes and forces cannot
be regardea as sinply a roarﬁua“d action, Historically the regimes
of Verwoerd, Smith and Portuguese colcniglism are obviously hope-
lessly doomoa. ‘But this doés not necessarily imply viectory for the
anticolenialist forces within the near future. The fierce and stub-
born nature of the resistance; the effectiveness of a very rigid and
relatively solid apparatus of-domination and repression, the quite
considerable interests of international capital, including some that
are important to its political strategy, Jjustify the hypothesis of a
very-dlfllcult and protracted struggle. In any case what is most
important is that no major victory can be gained without mobilizing
the masses, without big’struggles, including armed struggles in par-
ticular, and without substantial materlal aid from the progressive
African states and the workers states. Mobilizations of this charac-

kq._.ﬂ.;,,- =
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ter are likewise necessary to avoid pseudo—liberal diversionary oper-

.ations, such as those being prepared by certain forces in South
"Africa for example. In these instances, the problems of a consistent

line of struggle, of active mobilization of the masses, above all the

peasant masses, of careful delimitation with regard to forces commit-

ted: ¥to questionable platforms, are posed in a particularly 8harp -and -

vurgent form, . ‘ _ , =

In neocolonial Africa, the reality is quite varied and multi-

form, ‘Nevertheless, one general characteristic is observable -

while international capital has a ¢ertain room for maneuver, it is
difficult for it to consolidate a relatively stable indigenous base,
Virtually all of the neocolonial regimes appear very precarious,
resting on autocratic structures and under the constant necessity of

-using ferocious repression to smother any germ of opposition, however

weakly organized. Revolts of broad layers of the population, of sud-.
den revolutionary movements and abrupt reversals of the situation,

are always possible. In the critical conjunctures to be expected,
where recourse to pure and simple repression proves impossible, the
variant of spectacular turns cannot be excluded., Under conditions

of this kind, & new. dynamics and even reVersals of a tendency can -
Occurb > : ;

The essentfal task of revolutionists in this sector of Africa
is to work for the political crystallization and organization of
oppositional forces ‘among ‘the urban workers, the plebian masses of
the shanty towns, the agricultural workers of the plantations and
the.broad peasant layers. In certain cases, oritical. support must-
be ‘granted to existing organizations, while trying at the same time
to advance the work of political clarification. Under certain con=-.
ditions, the unions can be used effectively in mobilizing sectors of
the masses and educating them, The program of struggle must place

‘on the agenda the expropriation of international capital and what-

pver native appendages it has, a radical agrarian reform, and a
gtruggle against the privileges of the bureaucratic summits of the
gtate apparatus and the bourgeoisie of bureaucratic origin,

: - The countries of Africa in revolutionary. transformation are -
not yet differentiated from the countries of neocolonial Africa in
Ihe field of economic structure and social base. The differences.
nvolve primarily the political context, the historical process, the
$pecific genesis of independence the degree of mobilization of the
masses during the anticolonialist struggle or at the present stage,
he existence or absence of progressive political organizations play-
ing a unifying role and offering a relatively homogeneous leadership
ith genuine mass influence. ~Consequently, the obJectiVes of revo~- -

;iutionary struggle in this sector can be identified in large measure

with those called for in the neocolonial countries; i.e., elimination
of foreigh capitalist properties, agrarian reform, struggle against-
§he indigenous capitalist layers, particularly the commercial layers,
gtruggle against the privileges of the state bureaucracy, utilization
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of the unions to assure a more favorable distribution of the national

income to the wage workers and the~disinherited layers, effective

monopoly of forelgn trade, etc.

However, the strateglc and even more the tactloal orlentatlon
of this revolutionary struggle must be different. 1In certain cases
the particular problem for quite a while will remain that of becom~
ing integrated in the already developing struggle and participating’

a8 .the most consistent elements, seéking to further the process

toward its logical outcome while at the same time critically support-
ing the progressive measures adopted by thé current leaderships (for
example certain measures taken in Mali and Guinea during the period
of upsurge). It is obvious that quite partlcular tasks are posed in
Algerla and Egypt as 1ndicated above° _ _
.The theoretlcal amplifications carried out by our movement on
the basis of certain Asian experiences and the Cuban revolution are
11kew1se pertinent in relation to Africa, particularly with regard
to the dynamics of the revolutlonary process the fundamental motor.
forces, the. special role of the poor peasants and the nature of the
leaderships which, under the pressure of objectively powerful fac-
tors and .in- conjunctlon with mass movements, can take a far-reaching
anti-imperialist and anticapitalist course desplte their- empiriclsm
their bureauoratlc deformatlon and their nonproletarian origin,

It is ‘necessary “to add however that in countries where a oon-
siderable communal tribal sector exists, the revolutionary process
will unfold in very Speclflc forms; and It will probably be p0331blet

to avold-the ‘confiiicts and difficulties that areé inevitable in coun= e
tries of.different historical formation and aifferent agrlcultural T

structures But‘the peasant sectors there will play a much less

important-role as a revolutionary striking force. In Mall and Guinea, !

for example, the overturn brought about by the campaigns to defeat

the traditional chiefs helped and enormously stimulated the struggle -

for independence, but at the crucial moments, the fundamental sup-
port came from other sectors (radicalized urban petty bourgeoisie,
wage workers, plebian masses).

The problems posed by the survival, sometimes considerable,
of tribal factors cannot be projected in broad general formulas, but
must be examined in each concrete context. If, in principle, such
factors. . will not die away until after -the progre331ve dissolution
of the old structures. and the penetration of modern economic forms
(industrialization spread of the means of rapid transportation,
ete.),.their negatlve influence (disintegrating tendencies that
objectively aid the manecuvers of imperialism and neocolonialism,
etc.) can be counteracted by the action of national unifying poli-

- tical formations that overcome tribal characteristics in the compo-

sition;of their membership as well as within their leadership. A
centra11z1ng and unifying struggle against tribal limitations has a
progressive meanirg, of course, only if it avoids any repressive or
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administrative measures and is not a hypdcritical-cover for domina-
tion by a particular tribe. The advanced nature of the process in
certain of the states of Africa in revolutionary transformation,

_including Mali and Guinea, is linked among other things to the exis-

tence of national centralizing political movements.

The African revolution as a whole is. developlng against the

. ‘background of enormous revolutionary developments on a world scale, -

_the lessons of which have been absorbed in a certain elemental way
by the masses throughout the continent., "Darkest" Africa has.become
at the same time the Africa of the transistor radio, the Afrieca
learning about guerrilla war from the Chinese and the Cubans. The
masses are aware of the successes of the Soviet Union and how they
came about, of the revolutionary victory in China and what this sig-
nified for a quarter of the human race, of the great liberating .
struggles in Vietnam. Cuba's brilllant example has inspired them.
Added to this are successes in Africa itself, beginning with Algeria.
In contrast, imperiallsm stands as a colossal obstacle, not an
example =- the main enemy to the great mass of people, the hated

foreign colonizer who invaded their countries and devastated them,

pumplng away their wealth and leaving them in poverty and desolation,
ravaged by innumerable social and economic ills. Thus socialism has
‘become a popular goal even for those sectors barely emerging from
the tribal structures of the stone age.

This great leap in the understanding of the Afrlcan masses is
one of the main sources for the enormous pressure in all these coun-
tries to expropriate the imperialist properties, to block the birth
and crystallization of national capitalist sectors (or to eliminate
them progressively where they exist), to carry out agrarian reforms,

- %o introduce a monopoly of foreign trade and to block out economic
- plans, to strike at the power of the traditional ruling classes

linked with the foreign imperialists and their economic system and
to establish close ties with the workers states., Such measures not
only meet the objective needs of ecbnomic deVeIOpment in breaking
through the ancient pattern of poverty and misery -- they are ims.
mensely popular. That is why politlcal leaders throughout Afrlca,
who make any pretense at all of voicing mass aspirations, talk in
terms of socialism, That is also why many of them are oapable of

-, undertaking radlcal measures.,

. -
But experience, fully confirming Marxist theory, has shown .
that measures along these lines are not stable unless they are backed
by a profound revolutionary upheaval, The experience in Cuba, which
is particularly germane for Africa, speaks for this in the most posi=-
tive way. The ‘experience in Guinea, on the other hand, offers nega-
tive evidence., ' In Guinea, where no profound revolution occurred, the
apparently revolutionary measures proved to be without genuine sub-
stance, forms without much content, and they did not prove -to be-
enduring. In Cuba, on the other hand the deep-going mass revolution
not only assured. the stability of the revolutlonary measures, it made



possible the rise of a new revolutionary leadership which evolved
from petty-bourgeois positions to revolutionary Marxism, rapidly
emerging on the world scene as & new ideological force w1th an
international political influence complete;y dlsproportlonate to
the size of Cuba and its economic weight,

The lesson of Cuba and Guinea should not be lost on the Afri-
can vanguard, In fact, it can be confldently predicted that -as in
Cuba, revolutionary. leadershlps will rise in the very course of
revolutlonary struggles, The eXperlence of Zanzibar is most enlight-
ening in this respect, even though it occurred only on a small,
almost laboratory scale° The repeated resurgence of the revolution=-
ary struggle in the Congo speaks again in the same sense. Both
theory and experience point to thls. :

It can therefore be expected that Africa, so long considered
In the white, imperialist West as the most backward of continents,
will enjoy*the historic privilege of providing the world with some
of the most inspiring eyamples of man's capacity %o leap across
entire ages and to make unique contrlbutlons to the revolutlonary
herltage of manklnd : . -

The problems of the African revolution cammot be posed
exclusively from the angle of rejecting neocolonialism and strug-
gling against bureaucratism in itself, Unquestionably, Africa has
gigantic economic problems that involve extreme perhaps insurmount-
able difficulties even for a country completely freed from any neo-
colonialist domination and organized democratloally. These problems
can be outlined as follows:

() ‘The backwardness of some of these countries which lack
even a minimum material infrastructure and the cultural knowledge
necessary to put into operation contemporary techniques (existence
of nomadism, illiteracy, extremely primitive agricultural technology,
etc, ), . : ' : :

(b) Economic growth where it exists, is in any case slow
and deformed. Most often it 1s not even succeedlng in keeping up
with the growth of the population. o .

(¢) The margin for investment is narrow. Internal sources
.are generally insufficient and often, even leaving aside the growth
_of Ppopulation, the increases in production are absorbed by increases
_in consumption that are objectively necessary, even to increase the
“productivity of labor. Investments of the neocolonialist type, -
besides extracting surplus value from the indigenous workers, are-
“incapable of bringing about an economic takeoff becausg of their
1imits, their unilateral character, the drainage of resources. which
.they inVOlve, "With only a few exceptlons help from the workers
‘'states is lwmlted (in addition- aid is sometimes applied in a nega-
tive way) and it is difficult for such aid: to. play a cempletely



determining role in the relatively near future,

_ (d) The problem of sources of accumulation i1s often compli-
cated by.the.existence of very large, éven preponderant zones of a .
subsistence economy and, more generally, structures involving stag- .
nation in production. This is particularly negative due to the fact
that in these countries the economic surplus can only come mainly
from the agricultural sector, Nevertheless the problem can be solved
in part thanks to the human investment, particularly in light of the
existence of a relative abundance of land. _ o '

(e} The splintering of Africa into often very small states
involves complex problems both on the plane of normal economic func-
tioning (limited resources, too narrow markets, etc.) and on the
plane of phenomena like smuggling, illegal exports, speculation in
money etc,, which often have grave effects on the economy in general,

. (f) .As backward countriss furnishing raw materials, almost
all the African countries participate in the capitalist market under
unfavorable conditions and suffer the exploitation inherent in econ=-"-
omic relstions of this kind, even leaving aside the steep conjunctural
drops in.the prices of raw materials which sometimes affect the bal-
ance of trade, financial reserves, etc. (for example, the consequences
for Ghana of the evolution of the price of cocoa). An immediate
effective reaction against this state of things would be possilble ,
through collective action of all the underdeveloped countries, parti-
cularly through setting up a single world pool of raw materials, . .
This, however, requires governments really freed from imperlalist
influence, S o ) R : '

All this shows in the most decisive way that the development™
of the African revolution is intimately linked to a whole series of
inter-African and. international factors. It is particularly clear
that the fundamental economic problems cannot be resolved within the
framework of the present national entities, of separated economic
structures, all the more so since many of the African states are

artificial creations due to the ilmperialist insistence on BalkaniZing.

-them. - Hence the demand for African unity or at least, during a tran-

sitional perlod, of sufficiently large regional units. The attempts .
made up to now have unfortunately failed, having had only a mere ’

‘propagandistic scope. But they imply recognition of a fundamental

tendency., This also applies to. the Organization of African Unity
whose appearance was unquestionably due to the multiple demands for
African unity == unity in the struggle against remaining colonialist

- ramparts, unity to counteract neocolonialist domination, unity for

econpmic growth.. However, the OAU was conceived with the objective
of self-preservation by most of the governments belonging to it;.
that is why it has suffered setbacks and is now going through a
crisis.which could reduce it to a formula without any real éontent,

‘At the same time there is a demand for disinterested aid, on -
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a very big scale, from the economically advanced workers states. 1In
other words, African reconstruction requires access to resources such
as could be provided by workers states in the industrialized coun- = -
tries of western Europe and North America. In this way, revolution- -
ary victories in this sector of the world correspond to very concrete
and immedlate interests of the African revolutlon.f

The dynamics of the Afrlcan revolutlon are thus in all reSpeots
the dynamics of" permanenu revolution., Within each country, the funda-
mental tendency is to cross over, i.e., to continue uninterruptedly
from the bourgeois democratic stage to the socialist stage. At the
same time the inescapable need to go beyond the frontiers of the
national states becomes ever clearer, - This in no way means that the
objective netessities will be automatically met. Revolutionary lead-
erships and revolutions are required., The necessity for economic
growth and the satisfaction of elementary needs, which has pushed
the masses into struggle, requires goling beyond the bourgeois demo-
cratic stage and div131ons along national lines. This implies -=-
from the social and politlcal angle ~-- that an alliance with the so-
called national bourgeoisis in carrying out the indicated objectives
cannot pcssibly work out. It goes without saying that the conserva-
tive forces, the national bourgeoisie, the neocolonialists can pre-
vall thanks to a given relationship of forces. But in this case,
there is no economic growth, no satisfaction of the elementary needS'
of the masses, the new rullng class having imposed structures that
block any expan31on of production and any amelioration of the stan-
dard of living as they seek to tie down the springs that have driven
the process forward from the beginning,

, The abysma1 record of both the Social Democratic and Commun-
18t parties in the West during the previous stages of the African
revolution, compounded by the bankruptcy of the African reformist or
Stalinist parties (for example in Algeria, Egypt and South Africa), -
has given rise to grave questions about Marx1sm among many sincere .
_Afrlcan revolutionists, This stands in contradiction to the inmense
respect they have for the Soviet Union and above all for China and
Cuba., The lack of confidence in Marxism arises from an inadequate ¢
knowledge of 1ts real history and theory on the one hand, and of ‘
bitter experience with the Social Democratic and Communist partles «
on the other, ‘

But this bad experience will be overcome by the African revo-
1utionists themselves. In party building and in theory, they will
sooner or later make their own specific contributions. ‘In this.
process they will demonstrate that whatever the specifio ‘features.
of the revolutlon in their various countries and in their continent
a¥ a whole, still it has features in common with the socialist"revo=
lutlon on an international scale, expressing the unequal &nd combined
features operatihg in the contemporary world as a whole which in the
final analysis determine the African revolution as‘ it ﬁoes the revo=-
lutions on all other continents,



-FTm

: The task of revolutionary Marxists is to struggle for poli-
cles thaf wlll enable the exploited masses of Africa to bring their
“revolution to a successful outcome, completely destroying the power
of imperialism, the neocolonialist forces and the indigenous pro~
pertied classes, To accomplish ‘this it is necessary to organize
genuine revolutionary parties of the workers and the poor peasants,
to fight for the complete expropriation of capitalist property, for
genuine workers management of the expropriated enterprises, against -
any crystallization and consolidation of a privileged bureaucratic. -
layer. _ S

These tasks cannot be carried out effectively without,directly‘
participating in the struggles of the African revolution, withoutb
mobilizing the forces of the International in solidarity with this
- revolution, without the development of Trotskyist cadres among the
ranks of the oppressed African masses themselves.

The Fourth International already has a positive balance sheet
in this respect. From the beginning of the trade-union and politi-
cal struggle of the Egyptian workers, Trotskyist cadres joined in
the struggle for a revolutionary Marxist leadership.

The entireyInternatlonal participated in the defense of the
Algerian revolution, and is proud to have been the first and for a
long time the only tendency in the labor movement in many countries
to come to the aid of the FLN militants during the most difficult
period of their struggle.

The appearance of an independent workers movement in Nigeria,
as shown in the remarkable general strike in 1964, led to the crea-
tion of the first Trotskyist nucleus integrated in the mass movement
and trying to influence it in a revolutionary direction.

In South Africa in particular the Trotskyist movement has a
long tradition going back thirty years; it has many cadres tempered
in a struggle that has been marked by an especially harsh repression;
it has been able to win a place in the front ranks of the anti-imper-
lalist organizations; and it has worked out, with the aid of the
International, a correct line of armed insurrection based on the
peasant masses, Here our movement is destined to play an important
role in the vanguard of a revolution that w1ll have an impact on all
of black Africa,

The revolutionary Marxists participate in the national anti-
imperialist liberation movement in every country. They grant criti-
cal support to every step forward taken by this movement under
nationalist leadership ih the struggle agalnst imperialism and 1its
" neocolonialist agents (nationalizations in Egypt, Guinea's Jleaving
the zone of the French franc, seizures of 1mperialist properties in
" Tanzania, aid granted by Ghana to the Ce¢ngolese revolution, etc.).
At the same time, they warn the masses of the people that they must
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~press this anti-imperialist struggle forward to a complete break

“with foreign and domestic capitalism in order to achieve their own
\freedom.‘“' : :

_ In the course of this struggle, they seek to establish ties

“'with the most radical and most conscious elements of the anti-imper-

“ialist movement, to educate them in the principles of revolutionary
‘Marxism, to create together with them the first Trotskyist nuclel
and to determine, on the basis of the particular eonditions in each

country, the ways and means to build genuinely revolutionary tenden-
cies and parties. _

April 1965 -
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