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Introduction

A previous International Information Bulletin issued
in May 1964, contained a series of documents relating to en
internal conflict between the majority of the United
Secretariat elected by the World Reunification Congress of
the Trotskyist movement and the minority lieaded by Comrade
Pablo.

Thiis bulletin contains a further series of documents
vhich have appeared since then, These include an article
written by Comrade Germain on behalf of the majority of the
United Secvetariat in wiilich he anaiyzes the methodological
and political implications of ti:e course followed by the
minority.

February &, 19065
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- TO THE LEADERSHIP AND MEMBERS OF THE SECTIONS
iyear Comrades,

It is my duty to warn you in all responsibility that the unity
df the International is in immediate danger through the decisions
that the United Secretariat Majority took during two meetings of the
united Seoretariat, that of 26~27th January and that of 14th Febru~
ary, 1964,

Those décisions concern "Sous le Drapeau du Socialisme,™ organ
ofy, the African Commission.,

Under the pretext that it acts as a fraction organ the United
Seoretariat Majority has decided to forbid its publication and ﬁo
disavow it publlolz, even before  ¥he 1EC 'pronounces on this subjeot.

These measures mean to- perpetrate a factual s1tuatlon of spllt
even before the convocation of the IEC. -

"Sous le Drapeau duiSoeialisms" ‘is an' instruméht- absolutely in-
dispensable for the political”work of the Africam\Comm1351on the
appearance of which should normally have been greeted by the Whole
International as one oﬂﬂitg‘greatest éumgé?gés CLowby

L dosgr 0 0k :

The even slightly objective readlng of this organ will demon~
strate on the other hand that the accusa%lons of the United Secre~:~*
taviat Majority ooncerhihgﬁ B - %upposedly fractional character are
denuded of all foundation, _ .

Spokealmrien : : : ‘»;r,
Yl "Sous le Drapeau du Soclalis%%"@eflects the hlgh degree of ¥
integration of the African Qomm1551on in the realities of the
Algerian and AfpdbanTREéYoIution in general and its domindnt 'prédeou~
pa%fon with a real massdwbrk 'ifi"thiB"drucidl séetér of the’ CHIdrilal
Revolution, L y . . .
RS ‘:‘i“,',',;_ T T I SNNEIE S ¢ S S E PO S O S N o TR AR & S
0& To dlsavow publlcly suoh an -organ” and to even forbld 1t signi~-
fies carrying a blow of extreme 1rrespon31blli%y and gravity not
only to the work of the African Coﬁmi531dﬁ Hot- only to the work of
el8ments integrated-inthe Algéfian REVolftion; but 'to the work, to
the prestlge to the interests of the Internatlonal as a Whole.._

It is neocessary to ask in these oondltlons who really has an
interest 1n carrying SUCH & DLow Wibth-all the. conseqpenoes‘%hat will
not fall to have for the unlty of the Internatlonal°

Independent of all subgectlve actlvatlon of such measures, 1t )
is-obvious that objedtively the disavowal and the bannlng of the
organ of the African Commlssion, as well as the extrems aggravatlon
of the internal situation of the Internatlonai ~and the expu131ons
‘and“ruptures that will accompdny’ it shall: only beneflt the "enemies
of the International. - = ,

Fanao
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In 1953 the International, placed by its correct policy in the .
best conditions to explolt Destalinisation which had -commenced, re=
ceived a grave blow by the split perpetrated at that precise moment
under the sign of the "antipablist" fight. S

In 1961 in no less favourable conditions for the exploitation
of the beginning of the real integration of the International in the
Colonial Revolution, in Africa and in Latin America in particular,
Posadas carried out a new split and that on a political basis which
sought to discredit the ideological prestige of the International,

In 1964 at the moment when Destalinisation is again making
enormous progress ‘in the USSR and, several other Workers States and
Communist Parties, when the consequences of the Sino-Soviet Conflict
contribute to the clarification and regroupment ideologically of the
international communist vanguard and when the Fourth International
consolidates some extremely important positions never before achieved
inside the Algerian African and Colonial Revolution in general, there
is coldly prepared a rupture with the ideologically most advanced .
sector of the International; and politically the best integrated in
the living Revolutien, -=---- "

If you allow this crime, this treason, to be perpetrated, if
you allow this objective of the enemies of the International to be
realized, you will thus assume the historical responsibility and you
will sign with your own hands a statement of the degeneration of the
International.

I came to assist at the United Secretariat meeting of the 1l4th
February, 1964, despite the distance, the expenses and the multiple
and other inconveniences for my tasks elsewhere to make finally an
ultimate effort and to persuade thc United Secretariat Majority to
prevent the worst,

As you may see by the enclosed declaration, all our proposals
(of cds. Lenoir and myself) to collaborate with the Majority in the
political elaboration of the organ of the African Commission, and
with the work of the latter, as well as all our clear declarations

concerning our conception of democratic-centralism, the respect of

the rights of the Majority, etc, met with the stubborn refusal of
the Ma jority.

They had only one aim around which they marshalled all their

‘Marguments"™: to stop at all costs "Sous le Drapeau du Socialisme"

and sterilise the African Commission's work.,

Discounting on the other hand our legitimate refusal to accede
to such a demand, to thus provoke and justify our exclusion from the
International, ‘

It is true that at the moment when the developing events justify
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- the politisal positions defended by the Revolutionary Marxist ten-
dency, and that Deutscher and other specialists of "Destalinisation"
raise their voice in turn to signal the fundamentally "Stalinist"
character of the Chinese tendency of the bureaucracy, our Majority
encouraged by the habitual criminals of 1953 is strongly determined
to disencumber themselves of their oritics leaving them to operate
afterwards a turn in the general direction of their line.

It must be hoped that your energetic and prompt reactlons w1ll
check such calculations,

The word and the action is now yours,

Prevent the Majority apPlylng its fraotional irresponsible and
criminal sanctions, against "Sous le Drapeau du Soclallsme,“ instru~
ment of the work of the key-sector of eur Internatlonal

. Prevent the split that they prepare. The lot of the unity of
the International is in your hands, . L~

With my communlst-internatlonallst areetlnas,

?
MICHEL PABLO oo

17th February, 1964



"Mm,,._‘

-

ON COMRADE PABLO!S "WARNING" OF FEBRUARY 17

A Statement by the Majority of the United Secré‘t'ériat

(1) At the Unlted Secretarlat meeting of Maroh 14—15 we placed

. on the agenda, so that it could be included in the mlnutes and thus
be brought to the attention of the leadership of the Fourth Inter-

national as a whole, a letter addressed by Comrade Pablo February 17
"To the Leadership and Members of the Sections," A copy of this let-

- ter, which discusses the decisions taken at the February l4 meeting

at which Comrade Pablo was present, was not received by the United
Secretariat, nor by any of the mugorlty members in it.

Thus Comrade Pablo, without the least regard Tfor the normal pro-
cedure of the bodies of’which he is a member, direotly addressed the -
whole movement, even going over the head of the International Execu-
tive Committee which is scheduled in the very near future to take up
and decide on the very political and organlzatlonql questions on :
which Comrade Pablo and his tendency are oppesed to the 1ine‘adopted
by the World Congress and. Whlch has guided the majority leadershlp
elected by that congress, . S

At the same meotlng, the Unlted Seoreturlat learned 1nd1rectly

" of the publication of the third issue of Sous le Drapcau du Social-

isme. As in the two previous issues the factional character of this

‘publication was all too transparent, Among other things, none of

the declarations of the United Secretariat with regard to African
events (Zanzibar, Tanganyika Uganda, Kenya Gabon) Were publlshed
in this organ. , : : : g

(2) In his letter of- February 17 Comrade Pablo presents his
remarks at the meetlng of the United Secretarlat as an "ultimate .
effort" on his part in face of a majority deaf to his desire to
respect such things as "the rights of the magorlty."v' C

- The truth is that hav1ng brought out a publlc factlonal organ
under the label of the "African Commission," and then realizing that
it was an "error" to print only articles by members of his own ten~ -
dency, Comrade Pablo sought to rectify the mistake by inviting the
members of the majority to associate themselves with his magazine

after it was all over. We will not permit the United Secretariat to -

become a bargaining counter; we do not think that the normal rules
of democratic centralism should be replaced by combinations between

tendencies, To do so would signify installing a degrading and danger-

ous regime. Comrade Pablol!'s course for some time has left the major-
ity of the United Secretariat no alternative but to condemn the '
repeated violations of the elementary rules of our movement, leaving
1t to the International Executive Committee to settle the dlfferences
in the United Seoretariatb. -

As for Comrade Pablo!s indignation over the fact that the
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United Secretariat decided to publicly dissociate itself from the
positions which he has taken in Sous_le Drapeau du Soclalisme,.it is
incomprehensible why he feels the need to put the real situatlon up~
side down. How can Comrade Pablo at one and the same time demand
that the debate on -the Sino-Soviet conflict should not be kept within
our movement, that the tendency struggle should: take.place publicly,
while he makes a great display of indignation over the majority issu-
ing a statement that the positions defended publicly by him are mine
ority positions in the Fourth International? Does he think that a
public debate could take place without saying this?

Or is it that he obJects to the publlo know1ng that Sous le
qupeau du Socialisme is not an authorized publication of the Fourth
International, that it was launched by a small minority without con-
sultation and in defiance of the majority?  These happen to be the
facts. They involve a breach of one of the main principles of our
movement -~ democratic centralism ~~ as Comrade Pablo well knows.,

The public.- that follows our movement, including the one in Africa,
would be disoriented if they did not know our movement!s line. More-
over, the United Secretariat is against the establishment of a danger-
ous precedent, Tomorrow, any minority, big or little, would believe
it had the right to follow the example of Comrade Pablo;' It is up
to the leadership, more exactly the majority of .the leadership, to.
decide to what degree our” internal diSGussions should be made public,

(3) The object of Comrade Pablo's 1etter is in reallty to cast‘-
nn the majority the responsibility for the split which he denounces,
but toward which he seems to be orlentlng in a truly dlsturblng way.,
Proof of this  is-provided.by twe points in this letter. ;

(a) He attacks the reunllleatlon'oarrled out last year,
by resorting to an absolutely scandalous epithet against members of
our movement, calling them 'the habitual criminals of 1953." . .The
reunification took place on a programmatlic base which Comrade Pablo .
accepted together with the World Congress as a whole., Recourse to
such a- provocatlve expression shows that he did not accept the reun-
ification, since no one could dream of a viable unity with."habitual
crlmlnals u : ' ' '

ERN . : fian .

- (p)  If you don't condemn the Unlted Secretariat, he says_
agaln, you w111 sign with your own hands a statement of the degener-
ation of the International.," Comrade Pablo's phrase could not be
more revealing, If he doesn!t hold a majority in the movement, his
proves to him that the International has degenerated And, under -
such condltlons, what conclusions W111 he draw9 , AR

Tn the” last documents which the magorlty of the Unlted Seoreu*J

o tarlat submitted to our movement, we indicated the danger which the

~p031tlons held by Comrade Pablo 1mplled for the Fourth International.
It is no use for Comrade Pablo to seek to.attribute to the magority
“of the United Secretariat. a respon51b111ty which is his, The major-
ity of the Unlted Secretariat the majority of our movement, 1s.

O
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ready to accord his tendency all the legitimate rights of a tendency
within the Fourth International within the framework of its regular
procedures, The Fourth International does not -harbor 'habitual

criminals," it has not degenerated, it is not "factional, irrespon-
sible and criminal.” We admonish Comrade Pablo once more to draw
back from his present course, Even if he finds himself in a minor-
ity on very important questions, is that any reason for losing con-~
fidehce in the movement. as a whole? ‘ ‘

March 15, 1964



THE MINORITY LAUNCHES ITS OWN INTERNAL BULLETIN

A Statement by the Majority of the United Secretariat

* The minority faction headed by Comrade Pablo has taken another
grave step, It has now launched its own Internal Bulletin. This
fresh violation of the most elementary rules of democratic central~
ism Iogicnlly follows the previous act of issuing a public faction
organ, :

As in the previous case, the Internal Bulletin of the minorlty
was launched without consultation with the majority; without notify-
ing the ma jority; and -- most important of all -~ without even plac-
ing the question on the agenda of the United Secrctariat, whore the
minority has democratic representation,

When a minority faction, in the face of the fullest internal
democracy, displays an uncontrollable urge to have its own publioc
organ, this is always a sign that it has turned away from the ocom~
rades in the movement to an alien audience, We pointed to this
classic symptom when we accidentally learned what the minority
leader was up to behind the back of the United Secretariat and when
we tried -~ unsuccessfully -- to get him not to violate democratic
centralism but to at least hold up the project of a public minority
faction organ until the International Executive Commlttee could meet
and con31der it.

The same motives are evident in Comrade Pablo's decision to
launch his own Internal Bulletin., No matter how fast the authorized
Internal Bulletin of the International is published, it is not fast
enough!{ No matter how many pages it contains, they are too fewl
Worst of all, the minority is denied the last word!

Impatienoce of this klnd has been seen before in the hlstory of
our movement, It is a very bad sign.

This latest action confirms our worst apprehensions about the
course of the minority undcr Comrade Pablo's leadership, Its objec-
tive meaning is quite clear. By publishing their own Internal
Bulletin, the minority break off collaboration with the majority in
editing and publishing the discussion documents. Instead of precsent-
ing their documents through the channels provided by the Internation-
al, permitting the discussion to be rcgulated democratically and such

-incidental but important things as security measures to be handled
in an objeotive way, the minority smashes the democratic controls,

By this decision, the mlnorlty reveals that it is incapablc of
participating with the majority in even producing a common Internal
Bulletin,

S
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What i1s the image now presented by the minority? It stands as
a tight faction, with its own political line, its own aims, its own
public organ, its own internal bulletin, its own finances, qnd its
own discipline, It scorns the demooratlc procedures of the movement,
has repeatedly violated the rules of democratic centralism, and fol—
lows a policy of answoring the appeals to observe majority rule by
recourse to violont and uncomradely language and provocative accu~
sations, whilec its attitude toward certain currents outside the move-
ment could not bc more frlondly.

‘Does it take much experience or political acumen to see how
close this grouping has come to the spllt that may have been deliber-
ately deocided on some time ago?

And yot the leader of this mlnorlty continues to say that it 1is

the majority that is pushing the movement toward a spllt —— and so

soon after reunification!

- This propaganda is highly revealing. What is considered to be
a clever tactic ~- to blame the majority for a crime -the minority
is committing -~ in reality specaks volumes about the nature of the
Social forces to whlch this factlon is rospon31ve. o

Comrades of the mlnorltyl Your actlons speak even louder than
your political line. Make no mistake about it; your actions gre

" being ocorreetly read by the overwhelming majority of the Fourth

International, It is high time %o call a halt to the disastrous
course on which you have embarked]
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(The following letter, which appeared in the "Bulletin Intdrieur
de la Tendance Marxiste Révolutionnaire de la Quatridme Internation-
ale, Volume No., 3" was translated and placed in the rccord by the
magority ef the United Secretariat,)

_ March 1, 1964
Letter from Comrade Pablo to Comrade Nic
of the Australl an Scection

Dear Comrade Nlc

The Khrushohovmst factlon of the Soviet bureaucracy while Delng
of Stalinist origin &nd educatlon and while necessarily suffering
from these "original sins" has had to go very far down the road of
concessions to the masses and~of rocon31deratlon and revision of the
policlos 6f Stalin in all fields,

It represents the transition betweén Stalinism and the socialist
democracy of tomorrow,

~ The dynamic of the new Soviet society as a whole in the 1960'3
vhich is bathed in an eminontly revolutionary international context

pushes it in an 1rr081st1ble way down the road of "do—utwllnlzatlon."

.Hﬁ@% This dynamic is that of the intoraction between the masscs, the

wnew productive forccs in the USSR and the revolutionary 1nternatlona1
uonueat o

g The masses in the USSR are characterizcd by their renovatlon,
thelr new composition and their new cultural quality.

In the USSR new genorntlons are now rising, of a very powerful

- Jorklng class, having a highly qual ified professional level and

general culturo.

"The USSR has in addition become the second industrial country
of the world, possessing an economy whose dynamism is considerably
" greater than that of capitalism.

And finally therec is the 1nternatlonal context characterized by
the definitive rupture of the capitalist cncirclement, the creation
of the "socialist world," and of the "socialist market " as also the
irresistible Drogre351on of the Colonial Revolution.

The 1ntoractlon of these factors crcates a dynamic which influ-
ences the politics and the evolution of the Khrushchevist tondency
of the Soviet bureaucracy, in the goneral sense (and on the average)
of an adaptation to this dynamic,

Doing this the Khrushchcvist tendency has to struggle always
against a Stalinist right in the USSR itself, and which has allles
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in the differcnt Communist~partieS‘ and now above all in China‘

It is correct to say that the Khrushchevist leadership no longer
has the possibility of making the different Workers States and even
the different Communist parties automatically apply its politiocs,

That likewise in face of the struggle being continually conduc-
ted in the USSR, against the Stalinist right allied with the Chinese,
Khrushchev temporlzes and compromlses with a number of his present
tgllies. ™ ' R

There is a discordance, evident and accentuated in the recent
period, between his own declarations and his acts swinging to the
left, and the conduct of a nwmber of Communist parties.,

" How to explain this?

Division of labor or relative independence in relation to each
other, while awailting adgustment at a later stage and after certain
necessary purges of the "0ld Stalinists™ (like Thorez and Co,, for
example)? ~ . :

I inocline to the second hypothesis.

© I belicve in the strengthening of the left policy of the USSR,
including that of elements more advanoed than Khrushchev, exer0121ng
pressure on him, ’

The reinforcement of the left policy of the USSR is inevitable
and expresses the continuous reinforcement of the latter as a VWork-
ers State on the road to renovation (from the point of view of
socialist democracy) in an international revolutionary content.

On what grounds under these condltlons to orltioize Khrushchev 2

Naturally we never forget that he is ‘the representathe of a
bureaucratic wing with all the limitations that this implies, nor
that 1t is a quegtion of tendencies in the pOllthS of the USSR
requiring a certain time to manifest themselves in a olear manner,

We must not hold back from publloly approving every declaratlon
and above all every positive act of Khrushchev and show the utmost
frlendly comprehension of the positive aspects of the policy of the
USSR, in regard to war, in regard to disarmament (even partial), in
regard to the Colonlal Revolutlon.' '

But we can and must likewise demand that the USSR Eérsuade (and'

© certainly not order) the different Communist purtles on a completely

opportunist course, to change their politics in oonformlty w1th that
of* the aots of the USSR,

In the USSR itself we must elaborate a minimum program of demo-

i
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cratic, eoonomlc, social, political demands that correspond to the
present needs of Soviet 3001ety, capable of being understood by the
masses (thus taking into account their level of consciousness like-
"wise) and asking the Khrushchevist leadership to apply them,

This program must above all be centored on the necessity of
letting the masses particlpate in the democratlic management of the
economy and the State,

The program must be a kind of - completlon of the tendencies and
of the reforms, marking the present policy of the bureaucracy.

It must be formulated in a way to show the critical support
which we accord to certain tendencics and reforms of the Khrushohev=
ist leadership, to push the latter to struggle with more determina-
tion against the Stalinist right and to demonstrate in their aots
and action the limits of the Khrushchevist leadership, ‘

It is by such a proccss that we can help the masses to exeroize
the maximum possible pressure on this leadership, without running
counter to it, without provoking it frontally, and proving in praoc-
tice the llmltatlons of this leadership,

- These are some of the reflections which your letter to Bill
(of 2/1/64) suggested to me. :

I hopo that these can prove to be of a certain usefulness for |
the Australian comrades of our tendency.

In pursuing our dlscu381on on the Sino~Soviet conflict w1th the
ma jority we w1ll develop in detail all these questlons.v

However the majority are now v151bly pressing. (a) to stop at
any cost our publication "Sous le Drapeau du Socialisme®: (2) to
make a pretext of “grave" violations of "democratlc centrallsm" and
expel at least some of us, '

We ust be consclous of this determination on thelr part and.
act in aeoordanoo. :

T think that it would be possible for the Australian Section ,
to rise up uncnimously against the measures hitting "Sous le Drapeau
du Socialisme" and against our pOSSlble ‘expulsion,

It is neoessary‘to try to adopt some resolutions in this sense
before the I,E.C, which will be convoked at the end of April, begin-
ning of May.

My fraternal greotlngs to you and all the Australlan oomrades.'

M P,
1 March 1964
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P.S. Certainly the withdrawal of the Soviet technicians from China,
and the economic "reprisals," under no matter what form, are abso=~
lutely to be condemned

However 1t is necesSary to take into account also: (a) tho -
fact that tho Soviets deny having wanted to take or to provoke
these "reprisals" and declare themselves ready to aid China economi-
cally; (b) the affirmition emanating from highly placed Yugoslavs &~
whom I have met personally -- that the Chinese "made life 1mp0331b1e
for. the Soviet experts and technicians beginning with the spring of
1960; (c) that the Chinesé did not hesitate to apply such "reprisals"
against Yugoslavia since 1957, which the Yugoslavs complain about at
present,
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YES, IT IS TIME TO SEE CLEARLY!

A_Stateﬁeht‘by the Majority of the United Secretariat

The international discussion in our ranks flared up over the
question of the Sino-Soviet conflict, But if it has taken on ex
treme sharpness, this is because behind the dispute over a tactloal
question, profound differences exist in reality on fundamental ques~
. tions, The members of the majority of the international leadership
have pointed out that Comrade Pablo was moving toward a very deep
. revision of the concepts we have always held on the Soviet bureau~
cracy and on the political revolution in the USSR.

Far from disavowing this charge, Comrade Pablo has provided
striking proof for it in the letter he addressed March 1 to Comrade
Nic of the Australian Section., This letter, with the exception of
a few lines in the postscript, does not deal with the Sino-Soviet
dispute, but exclusively with the situation in the USSR, the politics
of Khrushohev, the attitude to adopt with regard to the faction hold-
ing office in the USSR, The content itself of this letter appears
to be a response to comrades of his own tendency wishing to have
more precise explanations on the line Comrade Pablo stands for in
relation to the Khrushchevist leadership. It deals with the public
attitude of our movement, and not the one which, for tactical reasons,
comrades have to observe in carrylnv out entryism in oertaln organi-
zations,

Here; then, is what Comrade Pablo proposes:

"The reinforcement of the left policy of thé USSR 1s inevitable
and expresses the continuous reinforcement of the latter as a Workers
State on the road to renovation (from the point of view of socialist
demoecracy) in an international revolutlonary context,

"On what grounds under these conditions to criticize Khrushchev?

"Naturally we never forget that he is the representative of a
bureaucratic wing with all the limitations that this implies, nor
that it is a question of tendencies in the politics of the USSR
requiring a certain time to manifest themselves in a clear manner.

"We must not nold back from publicly approving every declara-
tion and above all every p081t1ve act of Khrushchev and show Ghe
utmost friendly comprehension of the positive aspects of the polioy
of the USSR, in regard to war, in regard to disarmament (even par-
tlal) in regard to the Golonlal Revolution.

"But we can and must likewise demand that the USSR persuade
(and certainly not order) the different Communist partles on -a
completely opportunist course, to change their politics in conform-
ity with that of the acts of the USSR.
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"In the USSR itself we must elaborate a minimum program of
democratic, economic, social, political demands that correspond to
the present needs of Soviet 3001ety, capable of being understood by
" the masses (thus taking into account their level of consciousness
likewise) and asking the Khrushchevist leadership to apply them,

"This program must above all be centered on the necessity of
letting the masses participate in the democratic management of the
economy and the State, 4

"The program must bé a kind of compietion,of the tendencies and
of the reforms, marking the present policy of the bureaucracy.

"Tt must be formulated in a way to show the critical support
which we accord to certain tendencies and reforms of the Khrushohev=-
ist leadership, to push the latter to struggle with more determina-
tion against the Stalinist right and to demonstrate in their aots
and action the 1imits of the ushchevist leadership,

"It is bv suoh a. process that we can help the masses to exercize
the maximum p0531b1e pressure on the leadershlp, without runnlng
counter to it, witholt prpvoking it frontally, and proving in prao-
tice: the llmltations of this leadership,"

It couldnft be clearer. The Soviet' government he says, is
con&uctlng and will continue to conduct an 1nternatlonal pollcy g0~
ing more and more to the left (!)., The Communist parties which at
present are carrying out an opportunist policy are not in line with
the polioy of the USSR (!). We must put pressure on Khrushchev to-
convince -~ without resorting to the material means of the Soviet
Union =~ his friends, the Togliattls, the Thorezes, the Gollans, etec.,
to turn to the "left, In the USSR we must put pressure on Khrushchev .
without running counter to him, without provoking him frontally, 1n
order to push the current reforms to completion.

In other words, Khrushchev grants reforms not because, as our
movement has affirmed since the beginning of de-Stalinization,
-Khrushchev ~~ as head of the bureauoraoy -~ 1s conducting a defen-
sive battle, a strategic retreat, in order to preserve the political
rule of th1s bureaucracy, but because he is being carried by the
dynamic of our epoch, But Khrushchev, a bureaucrat, does not have
enough steam to go clear to the end, and, under these conditions, we
must reform him a little, without any brutality whatsoever!

This program does not go as far as that of certain moderate left
elements in the leadershlps of the Communist parties, such as are to
be seen, for sxample, in the Italian Communist party. Such a program
is the result of abandoning -- without any justification ~-~- our move-
" ment's concept of the Soviet bureaucracy. The reform of a reformist
has nothing to do with political revolution. To carry out such a
policy, the Fourth International is not only not justified, it even
constitutes an obstacle.
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‘Why doesn't Comrade Pablo openly say that he is revising? His
struggle would become clear, He revises without saying that he 1is
revising, His tactic is to proceed a step at a time. Each text
he produces goes a little farther along this road. But we cannot
help asking -~ and tha movoment is entitled to know == how long has
Comrade Pablo held tho views he expresses in his letter to Comrade
Nic? He doesn't say, He doesn't tell us when he changed his mind
about the Fourth Internationalts concept of the bureaucracy. He
doesn't say what events caused him to switch. Nor does he tell us
if this is.all of his new position., He doesn't say whether the
position he outlined to Comrade Nic is a definitive stopping point
or if more is to come. In place of proceeding in the traditional
way of a Trotskyist leader, he tries to camouflage his course by
launching all kinds of declarations and accusations against the
ma jority which lack the slightest foundation, He represents himself
.as the spokesman of revolutionary Marxism whom a sectarian majority

wants to expel, a majority indifferent to the colonial revolution,
completely antl-SOV1et ete,, ete,

At the very moment when the 2risis of the offlclal Communist
movement is reaching a paroxysm, when the leadershlp of the Soviet
bureaucracy ~- its hegemony threatened as it has not been since the
epoch when it crushed the Left Opposition ~-~ sounds the cell for a
fight to the death, Comrade Pablo proposes to the Fourth Inter-.
national "the utmost friendly comprehension," "eritical support n
reformatlve pressure on Khrushchev the reformer. ,

This is the political root of the debate between the majority
of the International and Comrade Pablo, "It Is Time to See Clearly,"’
wasg the title used by Comrade Pablo for one of his articles. Yes,
it 'is blme to see clearly,

April 12, 1964
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15 March 1964,
D EGCLARA T I 0 N

OF THE AFRIGAN COMMISSION

The Afrloan Comm1331on dr aws the attentlon of all the Seotlons
of the International to the extreme gravity of the spllttlng aot
that has. just been perpetrated by the U,S., Majority. in publishing
in the March 1964 number of "Quatridme Internatlonale" a public dis-
avowal of the Comm1551on and..of its Organ, "Sous 1e Drapeau du :
Svocrx.allsm.e.‘l - : v ‘

Thls provocative act comes some weeks before the requested con~
. vocation of the I.E.C. and despite the positions taken by a very .
“great number. of Sections(l) against sanctions striking at the African
Commission. and its organ "Sous le Drapeau du Soc1alisme,“ signifies -
the puttlng into accelerated practice of the plan.of those who have
coldly organised for a long time the rupture with the sector the most
ideologically advanced and the best 1nteﬂrated 1n the: Colonial Revo~
lution, : ,

Their next actlon will be now to: “exolude“ from the International
its Revolutionary Marxist tendency, using as pretext. that it has pub
itself outside of "democratic centralism™ as these' elements inter-
pret it in an outrageously bureaucrqtlc fractional and 1rresponslble
manner., : S e :

. These elements who pretend to work for the “reunlfloatlon of
world Trotskyism" and erect this task even into the principal task
for.the International at the present stage, are ready to carry out
the gravest rupture which has ever ocourred 1n the whole hlstory of
the Fourth Internatlonal .

. These elements who hqve deolded to accord the most 1ibera1
regime to the heterogeneous organisations.of the ex—Internatlonal .
Committee, including to Lambert, to Healy, to Moreno, up to the next
World Conﬁress(z) do-.not h981tete today to usurp not only the powers

(l)Among which are the Austvalian, Dutch, Peruvian, Austrian, Danish),
Greek, Chlllan, and Engllsh Sectlons the Ma jority of the French
1eadersh1p, etc. : : o o

;(Q)See “the "Deolaratlon on the Reunlflcatlon of the World Trotskylst
Movement" adopted at the 23rd Plenum of the IEC (23-24 June 1962),

_ ‘"Point s In order to heal rapidly the wounds left by the 1953
spllt “it will be necessary to suspend till the World Congress follow-
ing the Reunification Congress the disciplinary powers towards Seo-
tlons retalned by the I.E.C.; i,e. to transfer them to that World Co
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that they declared they wished to reserve for the World Congress
alone, but including those of the I,E,C., so to strike at the ten-
dency of the International with which is tied the most valid politi-~
cal and practical undertaking of the International of the last
tventy years.

As for their manner of holding themselves to the "principles of
demneratic centralism" -~ independently of the bureaucratic inter-
pre.ation they give to it -~ taking it as an organisational question
in itself, without relation to the precisc political context at each
moment, it is sufficient to say this: that they take no account of
- a number of Sections bypassing by far the famous 15% of the opinion .
of ths International that the Revolutionary Marxist tendency supposed-
1y rewresents; that where they lose the Majority, as recently in h
Austria, they do not hesitate to immediately split the Section; that
they maintain in A, direct relations with three elements organised
for a vertain time already into a fraction outside of and against
the African Commission, and among whom the so-called "Cabral® whose
extremely grave case is in the domaln of the Control Commission of"
the Intermational, according to the unanimous conclusion of the U, S.
in its meeting of 14 February 1964 which comrades Pablo and Lenoir
attended; that despite this unanimous agreement they continue to
publish- des’amatory and provocative article: of Cabral attacking the
MPLA-and -tho Unified Portuguese Opposition =ngaged in armed struggle
c~ainst the fascist Salazarist regime, and In revolutionary defeat~-
ilsm in regaris to the war that this regime undertakes against the
colonial peoples under its domination; that ithe attacks of Cabral,

a more than cdventurist element, are now openly supported by the
U.S. Majority without the very lmportant political questions which
these attacks raise ever being discussed beforehand in the U,S, and
in the International; that with the same irresponaibility are
treated political cases as important as the crisis of the Angolan
Revolution, tae attitude towards the present direction of the Vene-
zuelan Revolusiion and- Self—Management in Algeria and in general

The most profound reasons which 1rr981st1b1y push the elements
of the U,S, Majsrity to the rupture with the Revolutionary Marxist
tendency of the Fourth International have been several times taken
up explioitly in.the docurents of our tendency.

These per oy Ll become clearer and clearer for those who
wish to understaend in the months and yeaBs to come as has been the
case with the 1953 split and the political bankruptcy of the frenzied
“anti~Pab“hite=" of the period which followed it.,

Th-:gse who still do not understand the dscisive impertance of
the mﬁeJloglcul struggle put up for severul years qlready ggalnst the

Consseds,  oucl a transisory measure is ﬁe}mal'andhlnevitable after
» reurification, and was indeed already proposed by the I,E.C, during
the 1957 negotiations."
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sectarian and opportunist currents which continue to impede the real
integration of the International in the living sectors of the World
Revolution in the present historical stagé: that is the Colonial
Revolution and the "Destalinisation,™ will not fail to perceive at
some point that they have been. badly orlentated by formalist, falla-
cious arguments on the so-called "indiscipline® of our tendency and
the other calumnies which’ the present TUeSe 1eﬂdersh1p dlvorts with,

This leadership is an alliafice of the ‘traditional "anti~Pablo-
‘ites" and relatively recent "“"Pabloite" renegades,

This is the wonderful result of the "unification of inter-
national Trotskyism" developed under the sign of the sectarian,
confusionist, unprincipled fight against the Revolutlonwry Marxist
tendency of the Fourth Internatlonal

But to believe that thls struggle could stop the affirmation
and progress of this tendency would be to understand nothing of the
real ideological and practical evolution, for several years already
in the Fourth Internatlonal ‘

The ldeologlcaluand practical advance made by the Revolution-~
ary Marxist tendency is irreversible and can only be accelerated
by dellmltlng itself from the sectarian and opportunlst "$radition-
alist" Trotskyist current haV1ng its bastions in some advanced ocapi-
talist countries, and affected by the persistent recule of the revo-
lutionary workers movement in these countries.

This current which has stubbornly fought under diverse forms,
and fights still today against the real integration of the Inter=-
national in ‘the Algerlan, African, Latin-American and Colonial Revo-
lution in general, which is practlcally completsly cut off from
this Revolution, as well as from the new revolutionary forces dig~
engaging themselves in the "Destalinisation"™ in the U.S.S.R., the
Workers States, and the Communist Partids, represent the dead past
of the Internwtlonﬁl without absolutely any future,

This current cgain turns inward,. ﬁbsorbed w1th "songolidating
unification" with groups and small wrouplngs ‘which distinguish them-
selves in the fight against the forms taken by the Permanent Revolu-
tion in Yugoslavia, China, Cuba, Algeria, Vehezuela, Congo, Angola,
ete., against "Destalinisation" "and a@ainst the primacy in general
that it is necessary to accord at the present‘Stage to the Colonial
Revolution and "Destalinisation.™

The "consolidation of unification" erected.as task number one
of the International, in absence of all real participation in the
fields where the World Revolution lives and advances presently is
conceived by this current as being synonymous. with the internal and
external fractional fight against the Revolutionary Marxist tendency
of the Tnternatlonal, a fight knowingly pushed-at this moment Lo the
point of rupture with this tendency.
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 What would be grave in these condltlons would be that the base.
of the International, through inertia, routine, solicitude for
Ttranquility," Urear of a gplit,® and conditioned by the unilateral
tenacious formation of the appﬂratus, let things go, and only rouse
itself when it will be too late. . ~

The African Commission, body elected mominally during the 7th
World Congress, composed itself and surrounded by militants who
have acquired inside the African and Algerian Revolution a prestlgo,
which reflects on the whole of the International, and which is such
that only irresponsible fractionalists a thousand leagues from the
realities of this Revolution could neglect it or attempt to combat
it, the African Commission declares in all responsibility that it
shall never accept to destroy its present work of which the regular
publication of "Sous le Drapeau du Socialisme" is one of the prinoci-
pal instruments, : '

_ "Sous le Drapeau du S001a113me“ has already become a determin-
ant factor in the ideological formation of the genuine Left of the
African and Algerian Revolution,

"Sous le Drapeau du Socialisme" has in no way been up till now
the organ of a tendency having as its aim to polomlclse 1nd1reotly
with the fractional Majority. of the U,S., as is the practlce w1th
the press which they contro] f g

"Sous Lo Drapeau du Socialisme® for any objective militant,
reflects the high degree of real integration in.the problems qnd
tasks of the Algerlan and Afrlcan Revolution.

“That the olcments of the U.s. Nugorlty are able to thlnk of
allowing themsclves to throw doubt and discredit on the Afriocan
Commission and on its organ instead of deciding to give at last a
‘real, practical aid to this decisive sector for the whole of the -
work of the Internatlonal is the certain sign of an ideologioal
degeneration,

It is for the base of the Intern tlonal to judge the provocateur
sﬁllttlng agt” hnd pfevont in extremis the worst.

As for us we shall reply as. is suitable to those who are :
bllnded by their fractionalism, condemned by events, ond have man1~
festly lost all sense of rospon51b111ty. o ; R #

15 March, 1964. -
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IN REPLY TO THE MINORITY'S "FEAR NO SPLIT" DECLARATION

A Statement by the Majority of the United Secretariat

Once again it has fallen to the majority of the United Seorebar=-

iat to place on the agenda of the executive body of the Fourth Inter-

national a document produced by the minority headed by Comrade Pablo.,
The document in question is entitled "Declaration of the African
Commission™ and is dated March 15, 1964, It was mimeographed and
apparently circulated on an 1nternatlona1 scale, But, as in the
case of the previous faction document of the minority Whlch we placed
on the agenda of the United Secretariat meeting of March 14~15, no
copy was made available to the United ‘Secretariat itself, Agaln, it
was only by accident that the majority learned of its exXistence,

Before considering this procedure followed by the mlnority,
which clearly falls into a definite pattern with a meaning of 1its
own, we will endeavor to answer the arguments advanced by the .
"African Commission" in its circular. This will not be diffioult.
Perhaps that is one reason why the authors did not choose to place
~it on the agenda of the United Secretariat.

The exouse for this broadside was the publication in guutrieme
Internationale of the notice by the United Secretariat that Sous
Drapeau du Socialisme 1s not an authoriged publication of the Fourfh :
International and that its line is not the one approved by the over-
whelming majority at the last world congress. This public statement
wase the bare minimum that could be said under the circumstances. If
criticism is to be made, it is that the statement was too brief and
too mild, did not name names point out the gravity of the violation
of democrqtlc centrallsm or warn of its dangerous threat to the

- unity of the movement, Yet the "African Commission" decided %o pic-
ture this minimum statement as nothing less than a "provocative -
act," as a "splitting act." How then should the launching of a pub-
lic minority. organ be characterized if the blunt truth were %o be
put ‘down?. And what less could be said about such un act tnﬂn was
Sqld 1n Qpﬂtrléme Internﬂtlon v1e ? :

Taking off fron this hlghly faotlonal 1nterpret tion of tne
. statement in gﬁatriéme,Internatlonqle, the circular charges that
- the majority is "eoldly" organizing a split,

And why would the maJorlty want to spllt the movement, coldly
or- otherw1se9 We are not told what the mQJorlty could p0331bly hope
to gain from such an irrational act, flying in the face of its own
needs and interests not to mention those of the movement as a whole,
The truth is, as the record shows, that it was the minority who
first rqlsed the threat of. split, who have continually repeated the
threat of split, and who have raised their voices the loudest about
8plit precisely with each new violation they have committed- of the
rules of democratic centralism, They are in the position ef the
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well-known hero who shouts "thief! in order to divert attention
from his own handiwork., It is =a time~honored trick of bitter-end
factionalists which will hardly influence responsible and experi~
enced leaders in any sector of the Trotskyist movement Perhaps
that 1s another reason why the "African Commission" preferred not
to abide by normal procedures in passing out its publicity but :
deCldﬁd to distribute the circular only where it would "do the mos%t
good,

The "African Commission™ flatly predicts that' the "next action®
of the majority will be to expel the self-labelled "Revolutionary
Marxist tendenoy "

Has the mwgorlty threatened the minority with GXpuls1on9 No.

The majority has done no more than repeatedly ask the minority to
abide by the rules of democratic centralism and has referred every-
thing beyond that to the International Executive Committee which
will moke its own decisions as to what to do about the situation.
What, then, is the basis for the prediction? Most likely it mirrors
a caloulatlon of the minority that no leadership could retain its
authority or even dignity without taking protective measures commen-—
surate to the brazen violations of democratic centralism committed
by the minority, Consequently the minority leader, since the ten-
dency has only one lecder, feels sure that the majority will react
with organizational measures; namely, oxpulsions, The prediction is

a. good indication of how far the minority has gone in breaking off
all dialogue and even contact with the majority.

The "African Commission® charges that two standards are main-
tained by the majorlty in questions relating to discipline, & com=
placentﬁ permissive attitude toward Lambert, Healy and Moreno; a
rigid, formallstlo" one toward Comrade Pablo and his followers.

This is news to us, . The Reunification Congress laid down as
one of the basic condltlons for membershlp the acceptance of demo—
cratic centralism, The initiative in this came from the side of
“'the International Secretariat as Comrade Pablo is only too well
'aware since he was one of those who pressed most strongly for it
in the preceding period, Healy and Lambert rejected the condition
out of hand, The situation with the Argentine group led by Comrade
Moreno 1is not yet clarified., But in the case of Comrade Pablo, mat-
ters are very clear, He voted for the condition about reaffirming
democratic centralism —- and then turned out to be the first ono to
violate it. And on what a scale! What do Healy, Lambert and Moreno
have to do with Comrade Pablot!s violations? Again we are reminded
- of the light~fingered artist when the crowd is on his heels., He
stops, assumes an innocent, even injured, look, and points down the
street: "The thief went. thataway., Go chase Healy, Lambert and
Moreno‘" : , S

S We come now to a rloh pot of stew. This includes (1) an accu-
’f;satlon that the magorlty has dellberqtely split the Austrlan seo-

Al
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tion; (2) an accusation that it is keeping in touch with "three"
comrades in A, outside of the "African Commission™; (3) some .
charges levelled by Pablo about Cabral at the February 14 United
Secretariat meeting; (4) some political differences maintained by
Comrade Pablo .on the Angolan and Portuguese ‘opposition movements;
(5) differences advanced by the minority over the revolutionary
movement in Venezuela; (6) some discoveries yet to be revealed by
Comrade Pablo about the attitude of the majority of the United
Secretariat toward Self—Management in Algeria, and (7) ™in general,"

We pleﬂd guilty to keeplng in touch with some comrades in A,
outside of the "African Commission." These comrades have provided
material of exceptional value in view of the notorious incapacity
of the "African Commission' .to prepare reports and articles for the
movement., We utilize the occasion to express our appreciation to
these comrades for their fine work and their devotion and loyalty
to the Trotskyist movement, -

We plead not guilty to the charge of splitting the Austrian:
section, This was one of the earliest areas to suffer the effeots
of umbridled minority factional activity. We did our utmost when
a crisis occurred there to reach an understanding with the minority -
representatives in the United Secretariat on how to save the section
from a 3plit no matter on whose side the immediate responsibility
might lie although things first came to a breaking point in Austria
when a minority leader in that section launched a public organ of
his own -~ in evident anticipation, it turns out, of what Comrade
Pablo was to do later. In agreement with the mlnorlty in the United
Secretariat, a qualified representative of the United Secretariat was
sent to Austria at the time and the situation was temporarily alle-
viated although it obvieusly could net be resolved on a local socale,
Since then a new situation has developed, concerning which we have
received contradictory reports., The best that can be said for the
statement by the "African Commission" that the United Secretariat
majority deliberately engineered a split is that it represents a
one=-sided report, The intended 1mplloatlon of this fraudulent charge
is clear enough ~~ if the majority in the United Secretariat beocame
a minority: they would aét like the minority headed by Comrade Pabloj
i.e., prepare "to immediately split," Outside of this slanderous
implication, the charge lacks any logic since it flles in the faoce
of the ocourse followed by the mugorLty both in Austria, in the
United Secreturlat and in the Fourth Internwtlonml as a whole,

The differences over Angola and over Venezuela have already
been indicated in resolutions or declarations in the minutes of the
United Secretariat, The differences over the Portuguese opposition
remain to be clarified, On the attitude of the majority of the
United Seoretariat about Self-Management in Algeria, while we wait .
for the results of Comrade Pablo's detective work we have nothing
further to say. As for "in general,"™ we likewise await further.
specifications, One point remains, the charges which Comrade Pable
levelled at Cabral at the Februwry 14 United Secretariat meetings
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The unanimous agreement was to investigate his accusations, If
they proved to have substance,,a»certain attitude would of course be
called for toward the person against whom they were levelled, On
the other hand, the most elementary justice demanded that this per~
son be given full opporturlty to answer the allegations,

‘Comrade Pablo, however, dld not ablde by this decision, As is
proved by the paragraph in the mimeographed circular, Comrade Pablo
took it upon himself to inform the "pAfrican Commission" of the deoi-
sion of the United Secretariat. And the "African Commission" in
turn broadcast it via mimeograph with its own insinuations about the
case, In the meantime no investigation has been made, no opportunity
has been provided'for the defendant to be heard. Comrade Pablo con-
stituted himsclf the prosecuting attorney, the judge, the jury, the
executioner, and the public crier, and did all this without holding:
even a kangaroco court, It is a pure case of "La Justice, ‘c'est moi."
Thus Comrade Pablo repeats in a different field the kind of organi-
zational procedures he has followed in the leadershlp 01 the Pourth
International since the Roun1f109t¢on Congress,

Now in case you don't understqnd all this, the "Afrlcan Comw
mission" assures you that it "will become clearer and clearer! in..
"the months and years to come." Meanwhile you had better- rise‘up
against the majority, - o :

To help in this laudable undertaklng the "African CommiSSLOn“:F

offers a oharacterization of the magorlty._ It is "sectarian and

opportunist"; it is an "alliance of the- traditional !anti- Pabloltesf?
and relatively recont 'Pabloite! renegades." The alliance of reocent:.
and old renegades impedes the "real integration of the International -

in the living sectors of the World Revolution" in the "Colonial
Revolution and the !'Destalinisation,!" It is conducting a "seoctar—
ian, confusionist, unprincipled fight against the Revolutlonur¥
Marxist tendency of the Fourth International,® It represents "“the
dead past of the International, without absolutely any future.®

You wouldn't want to remain united with such unattractive
people, would you? But a question arisces, Why did Comrade Pablo
vote for reunification with these "elements," as the "African Com-
mission® calls them? Why did he hail the reunification as a big
step forward? Somebody, it is clear, has changed remarkebly since
last summer. Did the majority change into rlffraff in that short
time?  Or did Comrade Pablo change his mind about the reunification
and the revolutionary capacities of the Trotskyists it brought to-
gether after a long split? Some further questions arise. Did Com-
rade ‘Pablo make o gross error last summer or is he making a gross
error now? In either case, what guarantee is there he won!t mako
gross-errors and abrupt switches like that again in future relations.
with other revolutionists? What has happened to his capacity to moke
objective judgments? '

If tho labels placed on the majority by the "African Commission™

£
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are accurate, it 1s difficult to understand why these character
experts would place such confidence in the majority's performing
the progr®ssive act of helplng the minority by expelling it,
Wouldn't it be much more in character for these "sectarian, confu-
sionist" renegades, suffering "ideological degeneration" and repre-
senting "the dead past " without "absolutely any future," to seek
to keep the minority in their corpse-llke grip? And consequently
wouldn't it be highly progressive -~ in fact, isn't it absolutely
essential -~ for the dynamic, irreversible ReVOlutlonary Marxist
tendency to seize the" 1n1t;&t1ve and break loose? Wouldn!'t it be
crlmlnal n0u to break loose? '

Let us- now take up the gravest statements of all in this cir-
cular of the "African Commission":

UThe ideological .and practlc%1 advance made by the Revolution~
ary Marxist tendency is irreversible," we are assured, "and can only
be ascelerated by delimiting itself from the sectarlan and opp081~
tionist 'traditionalist' Trotskyist current having its bastions in
some advanoed - capltallst countries, and alffected by the persistent
recule [resession] of the revolutionary workers movement in these
countrles." '

Dlsregard the tired cllchés and self~flattery and look at
that again, ", . . advance. . . is irreversible and can only be
accelerated by delimiting itself from, . . " In other words, the
minority will not retreat from the course they have decided on.
Moreover, they think they can only gain by separating from the
majority. Is it possible to raise the banner of split in any clearer
form while still trying to hold the majority responsible for it? A -
difficult question to decide! But here, just a few paragraphs far-
ther on, is another "call" to compare it with, Perhaps this one 1is
the clearest: : ' ‘

"What would be grave in these conditions would be that the base
of the International, through inertia, routine, solicitude for
'tranquility,! 'fear of a spllt' . . det thlncs go, and only rouse
itself when it will be too late.“ .

In brief, the rank and file -~ at 1east the rank and file of
the minority -~ are told by the "African Commission" that it would
be wrong and evidence of unpqrdonable weakness and lack of revolu-
tionary will power to be in "fear of a split.," To put it positively
-~ something the “African Commission" still fears to do -~ they
should welcome a split,

It is evident that Comrade Pablo!'s headlong course toward a
split has aroused doubts among some who have long been accustomed
to look to him for 1eadersh1p and he finds he must take this into o
account as he carries thinzs toward the consummation he has. prOJeo—\“
ted. Herice the moral admonltlons of the "African Commission" concerns
ing the evils of "solicitude for 'tranquility.!®
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Let us return now to Comrade  Pablo's violation of democratic
centralist procedure in not .placing this publicity handout en the
agenda of the United Secretariat, thus by-passing the normal chan-
nels of the Fourth International, for this in itself is very reveal-
ing. The minority, headed: by Comrade Pablo, has presented the move-
ment with a sequence of acts in this respect It is sufficient to
indicate the most important ones: (1) Launching a public faction
organ without consulting the United Secretariat, without putting 1t
on the agenda, without even notifying the Unlted Secretariat al-
though the minority enjoys full representation there., Then flouting
a request to hold up on this ill-advised project after the highest
body of the Fourth International accidentally learned what the min-
ority was doing behind its back. (2) Launching an internal minority.
publication ("Bulletin Intérieur de la Tendance Marxiste Révolu-
tionnaire de la Quatrisdme Internationale"), again without so much as
consulting the United Secretariat, without putting it on the agenda,
and without even notifying it, despite the fact that the minority
sits in this body. (3) Beginning the circulation of individual hand-
outs couched in the most violent and uncomradely language, shouting
about spllt raising all kinds of charges, accusing the majority of
going so far as preparing to expel the mlnorlty, once more without
pla01ng these .wild accusations before the United Secretariat for
consideration and reply, despite the fact, we repeat, that the min-
ority is represented in this body. S

. These facts alone -- and we could cite more like them =- prove
conclusively that the minority has broken off practical collabora-
tion with the majority in gonductlno the work of the International,
They have set up thelr own organization which issues 1its own public
organ, its -own 1nternal bulletin, and its own circular attacks
agalnst the. majority == all in complete disregard of even the form-
alities of consultation or so much as 1nform1ng the mMJorlty. The
minority representatlon in the United Secretariat does not even ocarry
out the function of a messenger service, In short, to put-it frank-
ly, the minority has organized itself as an autonomous body, with
its own public political line, and is conducting itself as if the
ma jority constituted an enemy organization. So far as the substance
is concerned, the minority has already almost completed its prepara-
tion of a split. This is the reality.

Is there any p0331b111ty at this point to prevent the minority
from carrying this course through the few final steps now left? It
must be recognized that the chances are %ultevslim in view of the
slogan raised by the "African Commission" not to fear a split,

The slim p0531b111ty 8t1ll remaining open 1is if Comrade - Pﬁblo's
partisans and closeat friends let him know that he is making the
worst mistake of his 1life and that they will not follow him out of
the Fourth International. That is all that can possibly restrain
him from his “irreversible" decision to accelerate his tendency in
"delimiting itself™ from the Fourth International,
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INTERNATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MINUTES

(First Plenum After the Reunification Congress -- May 1964)

First Day

Flrst Session

Election of Presidium: Rienzi, Lenoir, Werner nominated,
' , Elected unanimously,

Agenda:

Three motions placed before plenum:

(a) Motion by Plerre (in behalf of Bureau of United Secoretariat):
Report on activities (one day); (2) Political report
(day and a half); (3) Report on Latin America, plus various
other questions (half day)." -

(b) Motion by Pablo: "To combine all the questions under a
single"point and devote all the time of the plenum to this
point,

(e¢) Motion by'Pigz "To accept the Bureau's proposal, but to
reverse the order; that is, to begin with the political
report,"

Pierre's motion -- 13 for, Adopted.
Pablots motion -- 3 for, Lost,
Pia's motion ~-- 2 for, Lost.

Before proceeding to the first point on the agenda (report on
activities), Comrade Pablo submitted various motions for a vote., Com-
rade Sirio proposed that these motions be submitted as resolutions at
the gnd of the first point on the agenda. This was accepted unani-
mously, , ,

Report on Activities. Report made by Comrade Plerre.

Sscond Session

Counterreport made by Comrade Pablo.,

Disgus§ion. (Participants: Walter, Livio, Pia, Rienzi, Lenoir,
Rende, \

Third Session
Summary by Comrade Pablo as counterreporter.

Summary by Comrade Pierre as reporter,
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Second Day . = jéh%g

. FiI‘St Session _ ~ . \ MR L

"“Motion bv Pablo "That the letters from sectiens 6n the situa-
... kion.in the International be pead," -

For -- 4,
Against -~ 15, :
Abstention -= 3 (Ilario, Pla, Marc).,

: Motion lost,

" Statement by Pablo: "I protest against a decis1on without pre-
~ cedent in the International "

“&Statement‘bv Livio' e rejected this motion because most of
‘these resolutions are known to those present;.and. the request
to read them only aims af ob3uructing the procedure. '

e

f*fMotion by Pia‘ii“Recogn1z1ng that 1t is 1mpossible to read all
“the letters and resolutions, I  propose that a member of the
-*Secretariat give a short resume ef them,3,33~r

RE SO I

For -- 10. . our XA
T LR S 5 Againstv-— 11.Xi orn T
T Abstention_—« 2‘{L1vio’ Marc)

Motion lost.

A discussion was: raised over which had priority, the resolutions
presented by the reporter or those presented by the cdﬁnterreporter.

Vo
L

f\Statements for the record' ’

"hiLivio- "We ask that priority be given the resclutions presented
by Plerre so that it can be determined whethér the minority is
. Willing to accept the discipline of" the organization." '
. Pablo: ."We will accept only a certain’ discipline of the Inter-
‘wsnational mnot ‘a diseipline that WOuld be prejudicial to the work
‘fwe are oarrying out n - e e S
Vote on a- motion by Pablo to give priority to the resolutions
he wasfpresenting ' ‘ ; . (2
e .'“; g | ) f For e 5. - \;
R S SR Abstention ~~'1 (Pia)

e‘tifi"’"‘ . 1ihfh;’-k' Motion lost
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First resolution by Pierre: M"The plenum. of the IEC approves (
the report on activities presented by the United Secretariat. g

On the request of the counterreporter, it was.agreed to submit
the report and counterreport for alternative vcies.

For the report -~ 15, Adopted.
For the counterreport -~ 4, Lost,

Consultative vobtes -- 2 gbstentions
‘ (Pia, Rienzi),

, ) . oo Maurel and Marc stated that they
ST ’ ‘ " weré not voting because they were
not present during the reports
and *he 45ﬁcussione

.§tatement by Pia: M"If ths voke on the repcrt and the counter=-
report had been taken separately, I would heve abstained on the
report and voted against the counterreport The abstention on
the: report would not have signified a vote of no confidence in
=the majorlty of the U.S. in faver of the mincrity tendency. It
would have signified rejecting certain ceclarations cn the Sino-
Soviet conflict and the. Moscow Treaty which I. consider to be
gravely mistaken and prejudicial to our movemsnt. These declara-
tions go in-the direction of very close identification with the
"~s Chinese positions, golng beyond the critical support of the Chin-

ese in the resolutlon of the World Cong:es which I already
criticized at the Congress. The vote against the counterreport
would have meant rejecting. the false’ and’ ‘subjective stuff:which

4“hhey‘presented ‘and the.method of systematically violating the
.tmostelementary discipl;ne by vhich the minorivy tendency has,
probably dellberately, forced the malcwzty to,plaeewthe tendency
conflict on the organlaadlonal ¢eve1

Second “Pesolution by Pierre.:~"The ?1erum of the IEC takes note
that:the minority tendency ab the:World Reunification Congress,
refused, immediately after the Congress, to follow:.the line that
was adopted there _notably on the- Slnh«Sov1eu cenflict wnd "the
«o.sinternational crisis of Stalinism, Scmé sections agnd some mem-
o bers of ‘this minority, ignoring the Congress, have published
documents presenting positions rejected by the Congress, - The
comrades of this tendency have utilized the posts granted by
: theiIEC on the African Commission (a commission nominated by
the IEC, which under the staoue° is Su__cJ¢J subordinated to _
the U. S., having different status frcem that of a seecbtion) to LI
convert the latter into an international faction center, pub=-
lishing a public tendency- organ, factlonal circulars and inter=-
nal bulletins, Sransferring members of the International in k
order to: bulld a faction apparatus and acting ocutside of all
control by the regular bodies cof the Fourth International.
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"Consequently, the Plenum of the IEC decides to take the follow-
ing measures in order to assure that the line adopted.by the
World Congress and by the IEC is obserVed “In” the future:

) V."(a) The organ Sous. le,;Drapeau du Soclalisme shall be published
by an editorial committee composed of five members (three com=
radee from the ma jority;.two from the minority).

"(b) The African Commission shall be reconstituted and be com-
posed of five members (three comrades from the majority, .two
from the minority). -

"(c) The minority tendency must cease bringing out its Internal
Bulletin and must utilize only the Internal Bulletins- regularly
published in the International " T

€

For -~ 16, T
- Against --'5, i L
 Abstentions -~ 2 consultative votes '
(Pia, Rienzi). j
Tiﬁ.éf}v e &721 ;\ Resolution adopted.:

L Enni i

Statement“hﬁ’Pie" "My abstentlon on“this resolution signifies
regret that the resolution puts the accent only on the organi-
zational side of the internal conflict, without :attempting at
the same time to propose ‘political solutions, among other
things by Opening a free discussion on the burning political
questions (Sino-Soviet.conflict, struggle against atomic war,
ete, ). T am convinced that these could and should be discuased
publicly to the advantage of our movement, under condition that
the:'limits of the discussion be clearly fixad and that the dif-
. ference between the officlal position of the International and
dIécussion articles be iade clear.,"

Statement ExﬁRlenzi' "Although I agree in principle with the
decisions, I abstained bscause I do not think they will provide
asdummu"

Statement by Maurel: "The vote against is absolutely not a
" rejection of the discipline of the Fourth.International, but
.a-rejection of the lylng, slanderous assertions of accepting
in advatce of each difference rules of dlscipline issued for
the occasion® unilaterally by the magority, of :accepting fan-
tastic motions tending to separate the African Commlission from
an editorlal board of its organ."f ‘ o :

! After the vote, Comrade Liv1o asked the comrades of the mlnority to
state whether they would abide by the resolutlon..

Statement nt_by Pablo:y; "The comraded of tha mlnority will not
reply befors- ‘having consulted with their tendency as a whole,"
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Second Session

Motion by!Walter: "That a statement by the majority be read."

PO

For == 17, N

Against -- 6, - '

Abstention -1 (Pia)
 Motion adOpted.

Statement by the mayorlty.

"The members of the mayorlty tendency of the IEC state that it
.. 18 impossible to take up any resolutions whatever until the:

- members of the minority tendency of the IEC make clear their
attitude 1n regard to their elementary duty of applying the
resolution which the IEC just adopted on the question of, the
composition of the African Commission, ‘Sous le Drapeau du R
Socialisme and the mlnority's Internal Bulletln. BN

"Since January 1964, the comrades of the African Commission

elected by the ‘IEC. in May 11963 have violated the discipline

of the International by publishing this public tendency organ

and advancingJ inist a line different from the line of the
;International

-"In Face of th indignatlon of the big majority. of, the septions

and .the ranks P the International,‘taxed with: “these- rlagnant

violations ‘of ‘discipline, the minority'tendeney deelared at "

the U,S’;meeting of. February 14 that it was prepared to under-
. take . allfmeasures to assure the. ‘collaboration:of the, ma;ority
.of the International on the basis of the rights: of the majprity
w:din editing Séus 1e Drapeau du Socialisme.%ive- e ‘

:::::

"At ‘tne’ same’ time, the mlnority tendency-unlaashedva neW’camr
paign of slanders against’ the leadérship :of the- Internatidnal
accusing it of wanting to ‘expel Comrade Pablo, -the. African
qumission and’ the whole minerity._

"In fact, the flagrant violations of dlscipilne committed by
the. African Commission would have justified energetic measures,
;But the" leadershiplof the International, taking into account
.the existence of a’ etruggle of political ‘Ytendencies, which. it
did not wish to aggravate,. taking ‘into account too;- theufact
. that we had barely emerged from a Reunlficatlon Congress,
abgtained from any organizatlonal measures against the comrades
gullty of violating the disecipline of the International, per-
mitting in substance the publication of an organ decided on
--unilaterally by the minority without previously consulting the
ma jority, and-asking only that a working commission of the IEC
be composed in.such a way as to guarantee the application OT__
;.the line of the majority. ‘ o
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= ffﬁbeen precipitated in the leadership of the International.',

f*pline abOVe the discipline of the International,
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"To have done anything léss than this would have meant .abdicating

‘a8 the leadership ofi:the: International, liquidating democratic

centralism in practice- ‘and- transforming the International 1nto
a federation of tendencies,

~ "The minority, for: its part, now demonstrates its real conception

of democratic centralism'

"(1) By proposing an African Commission composed of four members
of the minority and three members of the majority. This 1is the .
kind of 'guarantees' they are generously willing to offer, after
their many violatlions of discipline.

"(2) By refusing to state clearly, yes or no, to the IEC whether
they will apply the resolution that was passed, until they have
consulted their tendency outside the leadership of the Inter-
national, They thus show that they place theilr factlonal disci-

”>5“No revolutlonary organlzatron that respeots itself no respon-
‘8ible revolutionary leadership can.accept such methods.’ With

such methods no organization whatever will be built, It has
been through these methods, and these alone, that a crisis has

"The majority of the IEC rejects all the divarsionary maneuvers

of the minority that mix in with the essential and simple issue

cilothat has been posed, the question of the location of the. Inter-
{ﬁnational's headquarters the holding of a World Congress, the

problems of the French and Austrian sectlons, a matter’ for the
Control Commission, etec,

"The ranks of the International will not be fooled by these

T-omaneuvers,

Sy

"What has been posed is the question as to whether or not the
IEC has the right to set up a working commission with a major-
ity of comrades in agreement with the international majority,
as to whether or not the minority has the right to refuse to

-apply a resolution passed by a big magority of the IEC,

"The majority of the IEC states that in the event the minority
decides torloyally apply the resolution that was adopted, it
1s prepared to consider all measures for opening and widening
the internal discussion: in our movement, that the minority

‘will continué to enjoy all the rights of a tendency, which it

has never ceased to enjoy, including at this Plenum (where the
counterreporter was granted more time than the reporter for

n_the mAJority)

“"But in “the absence of such a olear decision, the magority feels

that any further discussion on ‘these organizational questions



36

has become purposeless,

"It is not possible to construct a revolutionary organization
in which certain comrades are bounu by diseipline and others
are not,

"It is not possible to apply discipline in an organization in
which some members of the leadership refuse to act in a dis=-
ciplined manner."

Statement by Pablo:

"This is an attempt At expulslon, a scandalous procedure. It .
is not possible Tor us to apply the line of the majority on
the Sino-Soviet conflict, It is not possible for us to accept
Vlrrespons1ble comrades into the leadership of our Algerian and
African work," :

Statement by Iivio: ."It is up to the IEC, not a tendency, to
judge whether the. comrades are responsible or not, If the com-
rades of the minority do not undertake to respect the decisions
of tHe IEC, we will submlt a motion to suspend them from the
IEC,

Statement by Pablo: "Our suspen31on will lead you to perpetrate

a split in the International. We will not 1eave you with the ..
- banner of the Fourth International." e

Motion by Pla: "The majority has the elementary right to name

a majority commission, Twelve years ago on the initiatiwve-of -
Comrade Pablo, a leadership of the French section was named to £
accord with a majority of the International in opposition to .

the majority of the. French section. But the minority has- the
right to know the composition of this commission. I move a -
prellminary discussion on the composition of the African Come
m1331on. e . N R T eg&”

I .-vJ :

Statement by Pierre] “Tne minority comrades who do not accept
the numerical composition of the African Commission are ready -
to vote in favor of giving Comrade Pia's motion. priority only .
in order to exercise a veto on the nominatlons. . That is why.
we will vote against giving it priorlty."

Vote on the prlority of Comrade Pla's motlon.

i FOP -"" : 7 Tohoeere
71Against -— 17,

3

Motion WOSt,,,;}it,f;-h

Resolution by Livio: "In 'view of the fact that the"ecnnades:
of the minority of the World Congress have violated the dis- ~.."




cipline of the International and have indicated that they will
continue to violate discipline by saying that they will accept
only a certain discipline on certain questions, these comrades. .
are suspended from their functions in the IEC. Thi§ measute
wlll be automatically rescinded as soon as. these comrades. state
that they are ready to accept the decisions of the IEC and the
_World Congress, or as sSoon as they show that they are ready to
do .g0,"

Vote on the priority of Livio's resolution:
For == 17,

Against == 5.>
Abstention -

2 consultative votes.

Vote on Livio's resolution:
Against -- 5, S
Abstention -- 2 consultative voteg.

Resolution adopted. .

if.sfatémentjby Pablo: “We are votlng against this‘resolution
_f beoauseoof its motivatlon." . o T A

7Thé’s&§péndéd COmrades were ;qﬁod;toiléQVe;ﬁhea?iénﬁm.;ii;{;

Third Session

e bt st i

s i

The PlenuM’deoided to go ahead at once with the politieal report
) leaving the organizational resolutions to be taken up~1ater.

“'Statement by Rienzi: "The members of the Control. Commission . haVe

nothing tg. add in oonsequenoe of the voﬁe that occurred at the
end of.:the previous session," : s A

rw;The FPresidium was completed. by the nominatlon of Comrade Pia. ’

/Political Report Report made by Comrade Livio." .

Fourth Session f;;wifi_.'f'i ,:g '“,.,d“

R

End'of politlcal report

Qiscfg?;op. (Partlcipants.b Osmund Walter )

CEr o ren ool . ' o

First”%ésélozﬁ Lo B I T

l -

Continuation of discussion. (Participants._'Wefnéﬁ;:Sinlo,'Marc,
Ilario, Pia, Alan, Eduard, Pia, Peng.) S



Seeond Session.

n'Summary by reporter.

AResolution' - "The IEC apprOVes the general 1ine of the report
and empowers the U.S. to draw up the definitive text of the
political resolution," ‘

Adopted unanimously.
Resumption of consideration of ‘the organizational resolutions:

(a) Resolution submitted by the minority: "The IEC decides

to turn the Cabral case over Gto the Control Commission and asks
that the U.S, not engage in any relations whatsoever with these
elements before the verdict of the Comm1881on. e

After some discussion, the IEC unanimously re jected this reso=-
lution and adopted, with one abstention (Marc), the following resolu-
tion:

"The IEC approves the inquiry already undertaken by the U.S. in
this case and transfers it to the Control Commission which will
function in this case as a commission of inquiry. All the com=-
rades who have any:information are invited-to submit it €0~ the
commission as soon as possible,"

(b)  Resolution submitted by the minoritx "The IEC decides to
set up a commission to examine the request of members.of:the i
French section to declare the recent Congress of the Frendﬁ sec- .
tion invalid " ;

' After reading the request Comrade Plerre read the statement
made by the majority of the Congress of the PCI on the ' mandates
from. Algeria.“hu B 7 _ S Pt

The IEC unanimously re jected the resolution of the minority and
adopted the following resolution. .

“The IEC states that for the reasons given, and likewise by
virtue of article 36:0f the statutes, the delegates froém
Algeria had a right only to consultative volce and that their;
case could not be identified with that of the Vietnamese ¢oin-
rades of the French section, There is thus no reason whatso-
ever for putting in question the decisions of the Congress of
the PCI. As for the complaints of the French comrades on the
other questions,: the IEC will transmit their letter to the
French section for possible examination." (Article 36 of the
statutes: ", ., . Unless a special decision 1s made by the
I.S., a member of" a section living more than six months in Ot
another country where a section exists, must request transfer

to this section. .« o
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(e) Resolution submitted by the minority: "The IEC decides,
at the request of the minority, to set up a commission to exam-
ine the correspondence of the U.S. with the sections, as well
as the finances of the U,S, The IEC decides in addition thst

~all correspondence of the U,S. with the sectlons must be made

available to all the members of the .U,S. at each of its meet-
ings. " o

In view of the fact that every membér of the IEC has the right to

check the correspondence :and’ f'inances of the U.S., and each member of
the U,S. has;the right to see the correspondence of this body, the IEC
_conglderéd’ ‘the resolution out of order.

Statement by the majority: "It is necessary to underline that

the minority does not hesitate to request that a commission be
set up to examine the correspondence of the U,S., with the sec-

. tiofis e=- which the minority members of the U.S. have been able
.- to read and have read at each meeting of the U.S. =-- and! 'to

‘examine the finances of the U,S., on which regular reports are

made to the U.S. and the IEC, whereas the African Gommission,
a working commission of the IEC, has not sent to the UwS.: nor
the IEC the deast information on its correspondence and -its

. Ainances, despite the presence of members Qfthls Commissien
at meetings of the U,S, and the IEC.",_;?;q Naed .

(&) ‘Resolution submitted by the minoritys. "The IEC deoides @oii
.. to set up a commission to examine the* sltuation createduin.th
Austrian section following the OVerturn _of the' former majority."

the situation, and adopted the following resolution:

o, e i ,,'SL

The IEC unanimouslf-reJected this resolution, whlch preludgéd

ol e : iﬁlo'
"The IEC empowersﬂﬁQA UrS to look into™ theicurrent 51tua£ion

(e) Two resolutidns submitted bv the minor1§y° “The IEC in :
. view ©

. .-‘(
© ——, e
"{

“(a) The eXceptional 31tuation created in the international
~.Communist movement following the new develOpments in the
ﬁx%SlndF$OViet conflict

“(b) The internal : s1tuation inathe'International

M(c) The desire expressed by a great many sections and
’activists of the International,

"Decldes to convoke the next World Congress within the- )
statutory period of two years and to open 9 months before :
.1ts convocation an international preparatory discussion '
for this Congress,” o

[#RY
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. "In case this resolution is defeated the following resolution
..~ 1s offered: ;o B

| Wphe. IEC, in view of,

\?“(a) The exoeptional situation created in the international
' Communist movement following the new developments of the Sino-

Soviet conflict,

"“7“(b) The internal situation in the International

,"(o) ‘The desire expressed by a great many seotions and acti-

vists of the International,

"Decides to immediately open an internationsl discussion“on
the new developments of the Sino-Soviet conflict and the posi-
tion of the International with regard to it," P e

-After discussing the resolution, the IEC decided there was no

necessity to make a hasty decision and rejected these resolutions,
adopting the following resolution: . .

"The Plenum of the IEC empowers the U, S.; immediately following
the present session, to establish a plan of;work and discussion
on the basis of the Opinions expressed at this session and the

-points of view on these questions expressed by the leaderships

of the sections.

(f) Resolution submitted by the minority: "The IEC decides

to recognize the tendency rights demanded by the minority and
to associate them in particular from now on in the publica- .
tion of the Internal Bulletin to be regularly published by

.- the International, "

Statement by the ma oritz "Tendenoy rights have always been

.recognized; partlcularly those .of the minority tendency and

thus there is Fio need to Vote on this resolution, For the
future, in view of the new situation, the IEC asks the minority

stendengy to designate a comrade to stay in touch with the U,S.
-in anything desling with.the Internal Bulletin."

(g) Resolution submitted by the minority' "The IEC, in view

.of . the exceptionally favorable situation which has been devel-

‘oping for the International through the progress of the Alger=-

rlan-and :African revolutlion, and 1n order to better direct the

colonial work of the International in general on the scene,
deoides to shift the oenter to A, for a period,'

:ﬁg“lﬂ ease of defeat the rollowing resolution.ﬁa;;;}:;?

e ) o

“The IEC, in view of ‘the exceptionally favorable siﬁuation
which has been developing for the International through the
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progress of the Algerian and African revolution, .and in. order
to better direct the colonial work of the International in
general on the scene, decides to reinforce the African Commis-
sion’by three more members of the majéFity of the IEC, includ-
ing at least one from the majority of"the U.S. Sous e Drapesu
du Sociallsme, organ of the African Commission, thus strength-
ened, will continue to be published under the control of the
African Commission as a whole, which will watch that its line
.does not come into open conflict with the positions of the
International.

"From its side, the majority of the U,S., will avoid taking
unilateral positions, without preliminary consultation with
the African Commission, which could prove to be prejudicial
for the work of the International in the Algerian, African
and colonial revolutlon in general "

The IEC unanimously rejected these ‘motions which, for one thing,
were in coiitradiction with -the decisions already taken, and made -the
following deolaration' : .

"The motlonqto transfer the lacation of the U,S. to A. 1s dema-
gogic, *"A, is not at all the most appropriate place to engage
in the colonial revolution in Latin Americe and Asia, The .
International must establish its;center in relation to the
needs and possibilities of praectical vommunication with the
movement as a whole:- These considerations speak, for the mom-
ent, in- favor of maintaining the center at the place where 1t
is now. In addition, the African.:Commission was itself obliged
to publish its organ 1n Paris, which proves that the conditions
are not very good in A, to carry:out thé work. of the-inter~"
national leadership.y-

Resolutions and Varlous DSGISlonSq;;

The. IEC elected‘an Afrioan Commis81on and an’ editorial board_of;»

Sous le Drapeau du Socialisme in accordance with the resolution al-. . . -
ready passed, Comrade Livio was designated e} be in charge “of rela-ﬁ_gg'».

tions between these quies and the U.S.

Ther&EC %pedified that the resolution suspending certalin: ‘edm=
rades from the IEC applied to comrades Pablo, Rende, Anderson, ILenoir,
who participated in acts of indiscipline, eilther as members of the
African Commission, or by contributing to editing and publishing
Sous le Drapeau du Soclalisme. This measure of suspension does not
apply to comrades Maurel and Santen, who did not violate disecipline,

i The IEC directed.the U.S. to write a letter 1n its name to sec-
. tions explaining the reasons for the declsions taken by the IEC.

’ Ceglon: The IEC approved the letter sent to the LSSP by the U.S.
and declded to send a letter to the LSSP about this,
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International Month,. As in previous years, the sections are
asked to seb gune or July as a "Month for the International,"
A ciroular will be sent out, indicating the special tasks which have
been posed at present and which require a speclal contribution.

The IEC renders homage to the memory of A, Rosmer who recently
died (see the note,published in World Outlook).,

The “TEC" sends best wishes to Comrade J, Hénin who is 111,
Third Session

N
R T

Information Repofp opuiaﬁiﬁ'amerioa. Comrade Germain, repoﬁter.

The U.S. 1s empowered to write a declaratlion addressed to the
militants of Latin America drawing the malin lesson of the events in
Brazil An he light of the Seoond Declaration of Havana. -

Information reported on a ™World Congress" held by Posadas. AJ”

letter about this has been sent to the sections in Latln America,

United Sec*etariat and European Bu”eau'

After a discussion in which all those present partloipated ‘the
IEC re-elected the comrades. who.are already members of the U S. and
adopted ‘the following measures: A _

(a) Elecped two new full members;'

(b) Associated in the work of the U.S. some new oomradea, ;
selecting youth,

The new experiment will be reviewed at the next:. session of the
IEC for which an approximate date is envisdged. Meanwhile the _
European Bureau will nct be reconstituted. :

The ﬁiSl‘isfto'eéud§fprépafatioﬁé for'éféoﬁfeféﬁoe"ofﬁEﬁfopeant‘””

sectlions, placing on the agenda the establishment-of transition pro-
grams for the Eurocpean sections,

Ad journment; of the Plénum of the IEC.
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RESOLUTION OF THE AFRICAN COMMISSION

The African Commission expresses:its active solidarity with
the revolutionary Marxist tendency of the Ceylonese section which
has oppbsed Tor along time ‘ahd with Tirmness, the oppbrtunist
course ‘of the myfbtity of the’ 1éa&ership of the section, a ocourse
which ended in the formation of'a bourgeois coalltion” ‘government
headed by Bandaranailke and discredippd before the masses.

- The Fourth International has just experienced.a defeat in
Ceylon which says much about the growth of the rightist-opportunist
tendencies, fostered, stimulated, by ‘the present leadership. o

This 1eadership, far from conducting, with the help. of all
the healthy forces of' tié Tntornational,” a systématie firm’ ideologi- .,
cal struggle to redress the situation in Ceylon,’ supporﬁing the o
Marxist-revolutionary. wing of the section and orienting the latter
toward’'a real’ struggle for workers- power and t%s sOcialisg revolu-, . .
‘tion, préferred to-témporize, maneuvér and 1lull the Internatidnal’ ) _f;h
the gravity and imminence of the:danger., This was bécause “of pro="
found ideological affinities with the. opportunist leadership or the ,
sectidn’and out.of ‘fear of losing its alliance with it in the ' o \
struggle which 'it' is conducting against the" Marxist-revolut@qnary
tendency of the International. Even on the' eve of this defeat, the
gravest suffered by the International in its whole history, this
leadership utilized the recent Plenum of the IEC to center its fire
on the Marxist-revolutionary tendency and take measures against it
which 1t would never dare envisage for the opportunists openly betray-
ing Trotskyism,

The African Commission demands the convocation of the regular
‘Congress of the International which must be held in the summer of

1965 and the immediate opening of the preparatory discussion for
this Congress,

It appeals to all the sections to draw the conclusion that -
after the struggle and the measures taken against the Marxist-
revolutionary tendency of the International, the Ceylonese case
makes more imperious than ever the necessity of convoking the Con=
gress and opening the discussion,

Thé African Commission

June 10, 1964
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' COMMUNIQUE

The group of ithe Fourth International in Africa held a pre=-
paratory meeting -July 25-26. for an enlarged African conference which
will be held toward the end of this year. : .

This Conference will deal with. =
(1) The situation in Africa._lu.
(2)' The. Algerian Revolution':

Tt will be prepared on the basis of dccuments elaborated by
the African Commission..v»« ¥ »t : SRR

Cetae e A;‘ Y . . ceer 3 ,1{7) -
viThe ! general 1ine of these dccuments was fully di&cu&sed at
the | ﬁime :0f theé ‘preparatory meeting. which: was attended by all tha

membeFSxof -the group: now present in A.w et

.7"“

iniNG i 75 e
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AQ* *Ehé Afnican Gonference will be enlarged to include repnesenn
tativesof- the 1éading bcdies of - che International and frabernal e
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L4t -~ RESDIUTTION

S (passed by Unitéé?§é¢ﬁetariat)

. S AT i e o P '
, " The attentlon ofithe United Secrétariay has been:called to a ' .
"communiqué" dated  July 26, 1964, presumhbdly:-sent,out. to' the sections .
of the Fourth International, announcing that&“the’é%épp}bf the Fourth
International in Africa" held a "preparatory meeting" on' July 25-26 . .
at which it was decided, among other things, to call an "enlar§6¢;»,;j%j
African Ceﬂﬂ_anence towards the end of this year.“ The Ilgroup,y N
according:itg the "cotmuniqué," decided on an agenda that includes.g,

"the sitmation, in AFrHea". and "the Algérian Revolution" and assigneﬁiiﬁm
the African_Cqmmgﬁﬁigﬂﬂtop"alabprate" documents for the préjected
conference, gThg;ﬁéﬁﬁﬁuntquéﬂ;s;atps“that the "general line" of
these documents was "flilly ddscugdssd" at the "preparatory meeting" 7
and that the conference "will be eénlarged" to include "representa-
tives of theslgading bodies of the International" as well as "fra-

'i ¢ RIS s -

. A

ternal delogafés fHom Tths seetigns."

As in the case of the publication of Sous le Drapeau du
Socialisme, none of this was taken up with the United Secretariat
beforehand, even informally, In fact, “"the group" has not yet
placed it on the agenda for consideration by the United Seeretariat.,
The entire move, from the time it was concelved until 1t became an
accomplished fact, took place behind the back of the leadership of
the Fourth International and was then sprung as a "surprise,"

Thus what i1s actually projected is an international confer=-
ence organized by the factlon headed by Pablo. The conference was
initiated and is being prepared by the dual center set up by this
faction; i,e., completely outside the normal channels of the Inter-
national., The name of the African Commission has been used in this
operation without any authorization whatsoever. The purpose 13 to
provide a convenient cover for the factional character of the move.
It is the latest in a whole series of flagrant violations of the
rules of democratic centralism committed by the leadership of this
minority faction. . :

It is worth noting that the "preparatory meeting" of "the
group" opened on July 25, exactly eleven days after an independent
figure, on his own initiative, talked with Pablo to probe if an
understanding could not be reached between the minority and major-
ity. Pallo indicated that he favored initiation of a new effort,
The majority, for its part, was willing to make the test if it in-
volved no violation of the decisions taken by the last International
Executive Committee meeting; that is, the situation within the Inter-
national could be "normalized" and the suspensions of the members of

s the minority from the International Executive Committee and the
United. Secretarist could be 1lifted provided that the minority recog-
‘nized the African Commission elected at the last plenum of the IEC

- /and placed Sous le Drapeau du Socialisme under the control of this
commission, The United Secretariat learned about the secret "pre-
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paratory meeting" and its decisions a month after it was held,

Under these clrcumstances, the projected conference organ-
- 1zed by the minority can have only one meaning -- 1t is another

step in the application of a completely revisionist conception of
the. International, a conception of the Interriational as a federa=

tion of factions, 'in which the minority headed by Pablo acts under o

its own public and internal discipline and substitutes its own

decisions more and more openly in opposition to the majority of ﬁhé;_;g

International.
Motion:

- To adopt the'abové-resolution and to authorize the Bureau to
prepare and to circulate the necessary materials which will make

clear to the membership of the Fourth International the political

reasons for Pablo's course. The Bureau is also authorized to take
such other steps as may be necessary to protect the interests of
the world Trotskyist movament.

(Adopted unanimously. )
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A IETTER FROM COMRADE PABLO

, October 15 1964
To the U,S.

Comrades

. I have just studied the minutes of‘your meeting of September 5;
12—15 and the attached documents, s S

It is clear that you hawe resumed the attack agalnst the‘ue:a
Marxist-revolutionary tendency of the International, unilaterally
breaking the discussions that you entered into at: the time cf my
trip to England and Italy last July in order to find an acceptable
modus._vivendl and normalize the internal situation in the Irteru .
national . R U i i ,:,,sg:’ -

Your decisions, so little responsible, so factional,nof;the- i
May 1964 Plenum, suspending the representation of our tendency in..... -
the IEC and the US and dissolving the African Commission, brought
the.erisis in the International to a paroxysm and threatened it with
an immediate split, SN L

. It was this, moreover, that you wanted to provoke in order to
"finish" with us, But the unity of the International was, cespilte.
all -these, provooations, maintained thanks to our serene ané¢ politi-
cal . attitude.

To your great astonishment and exasperation, we did not leave,
denouncing your policy and your organizational methods, openly de-
claring our separation from the forces that you still contrcl, thus
publicly'oonsummating a split.

We continued our work as in the past, convinced that the
ma jority.of the ranks of the International will never ratify your
positions and your. methods. P

Your de0131ons of May 1964 aroused the keenest'uneasiness and:
protests in . the International

Up to today you have av01ded publishing the letters and reso-
lutions addressed by. so many sections, minorities of sections, cadres
and militants of the International who ‘demand that your sanotions and
lrrespongible measures be lifted, the convocatlon of a regu’lar Con-

gress. of the International the immedlate opening of the international
disoussion._

+ o

W But it was under the P eESure of theSe reactions of the Inter-
national that you contacted me’ in’ London and then in Rome with the

aim .of re-~examining the situation more responsibly and finding a

modus vivendi, I was’ naturally ready., Because 1t was certainly a
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question of seeking a modus vivendi betwegn two currents separated
by grave political differences within the Same organization and not
of the pure and simple subordination of a "minority" to a "majority"
in the name of a Tormal and factional "democratic centralism."

Whoever does not now understand to what point the situation of
the international Communist movement has developed and is developilig
always under the pressure of facts and new factors 1s already rele-
gated to the "Museum of History," K This evolution of the International
Commurist Movement provokes profound differentiations 'in its ranks. &nd
incessant ldeological regroupments that demand greater organizational
flexibility and richer and freer internal democracy than ever.

It is a carioature of Trotskyism, & disgraoe to it to seek
now in ‘the name of a narrow, factional; formal "democratic ‘central-
ism," to deny the evidence, to suppress by organizational violence
the currents forming in it, to prevent discussion and seek to pre-
serve a "united front" without a fissure on questions whose number,
and among the most important, have never even been dealt with by our
movement! o '

“At. a time when "the de—Stalinization“ neceSSarily raises in
the Workers States and the Communist parties the primordial gquestion
of the democratic nature par excellence of the workers movement, does
the Fourth International have no other ambition but to appear as a .
"monolithic bloc" ruled by, strict “Bolshevik" discipline9 i’:{

‘Bither the regime of the International will prove capable of -°
containing all the revolutionary currents to which the situation 1is
giving birth at present, or.these currents will be perpetuated in

organizational frameworks separated from the existence of the Interd'f“

‘n.l

Posds

national
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The capaclty and maturity of the Leadership will greatly
determine the reply that will be given to this question.

‘For our part ‘We are ready to maintain coexistence in the
same organizational framework through elaboration of an acceptable
modus vivendl. . . .. .. _ S o

That is the reply that I also gave as well at London and
Rome to your representative.,fg

Whet:aies>an acceptable modus vivendi signify° 'fl'”ﬁffi”mcm_

-t

‘That you lift your sanctions ageinst the representation of*

ourfendehey In the IEC and the US which, a unique fact in the' annals ‘-

of the International, deprives a series of sections, minoritles of
sections, militante and cadres of the- International ~of . all partici-

pation in the Leadership 9of the Intarnational already for some months,f}

That you withdraw your, decision to dissolve the Africen‘Comr

RN P T
AT UREEEU PE
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m1551°n and to. replace it by an inoperative and irresponsible body,ff”;

That you -open the - international discussion for the prepara~vfl:'

in the sumer of 1965

tion .of the reguiar COngress of the International before holding 1uf*”

.

As for us, ‘we - undertake the engagement of bringing into par-‘?"

tiocipation in the African Commission the responsible cadres that you

send to work on the ‘scene and assure them political control, This on

condition, naturally, ‘that these cadres exercise this control with :
seriousness and responsibility on the questions where a line of the
International genulnely exists and taking into acocount likewise the
interests. of the work of the International in Africa and in Algeria
in particular.

~In this spirit I even made a proposal -= in my personal name
- to your representative in Rome, which consisted of creating a

body of three cadres, of whom one would be himself, to supervise the

African work and its publication, with alternate meetings in Europe
and Africa. co 3 h .

T will add that within this body, ycur representative would

assume political control in the sense I have already explained.

Your representative apoeared to find the’ proposal worth ais= "
cussing, even acceptable, and promised to follow up the discussions
with the US in the direction of such a modus vivendl. - At no time
was there any question on our part of "recognizing the African Com-
mission<elected. at the last: Plenumiof the IEC and placing Sous le

Drapeau du Socialisme-under the control of this commission™ as you = *

now declare in your deolaration of September 12-13 1964.

It is in faot evident that if it WEE! simply a matter ‘of rati~ jJ*

‘fying your decisions at-the Plenum of: ‘May©°1964, there was no area
for undertaking any conferences for a modus vivendi

Fogesonds

As to the fermal pretext which”you have Tiow seized on to’ break
these conferenees and resume the polemic against "the Pablo tendency"
on the basis of its so-called organizational "indiseipline," it is
tiuly"charaoteristio of your organizational ‘concepts and your inten-
tlons,

Because this: pretextiis absolumelyffriv010&e~and inconsistent.

The smallest organization of the International has the right
to convoke the conferences, the congresses, the meetings necessary
for its work without being obliged to ask for preliminary authoriza-~
tion from the US.

But that the very numerous militants integrated for years
already in the African and Algerian Revolution should hold a work
meeting and decide to prepare a Conference to which they themselves

il
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invited the. leadership of.the International %o participate, there‘s‘““
a major erime which unleashes a new factional campaign and irrespon-
sibly knocks down alkl the painful effort undertaken to réach’ ‘an’ - .y
acceptable modus, vivendi' . Is 1t:not monstrous‘and characteristic ef ot
the dégree of ‘factlonal blindness in which you are sinking desper
every day, thus to treat a sector of work among the most important

ir not at present the most important, of the International°

ey reality, you. not only evade granting the least ald to this .
work bnt you try to sabotage it, to undermine and destroy it

‘Instend .of encouraging and hailing our initiatives, whidh are;
constantly'deepening and widening thils work, you ask us to commit
self-sabotage.

Still worse: in A. you collaborate with elements deeply hos-
tile to Trotskyism whose compromising and shady, I repeat shady,
activities, you know about, and you vi31t them on the scene.

The International will some day be given the staggering details
about your parallel work in A, ovtside and against the militants .and
cadres of the International on the scene. , _ T T

After this you speak of "democratic centralism " of “dlsci-
pline"»and other. "Bolshevik“ values which we do’ not respect! T

What is your game?

" For how long will the International still acceyt,seeifg the
African and Algerian work sabotaged,in this manner? SR ,ﬁ e

SRR
For how long will the International still accept that a. whole
tendency 1s not represented.any lohger on ‘the leading~%odies of the seivd

International Which you are conducting as a clesed faction?

For how long will the International still accept your sabotag-
ing the internatiopal. dchussien and the=cenvecatien cf 1t8 rogulan .,
Cong?esg? . ~~v1,4ﬁ¥ '

v oy foTets (),_'_.-""

.': ‘; 3 . . . . ‘,L 3 O = e Lo
f is up to 1t to reply to«these questions which Wil deter-
mine If§° future.

;.Withﬁmypin&ernatienalAccmmunist'gréetihééj;f

ctae 0 ap My PABLOE e Al o
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Statement by Ma jority Members of the African Commiss;qn

The majority membérs of the African Commission (Brates, Dumou-
1lin and Maitan), having taken note that additional issues of Sous le
Drapeau du Socialisme have beem published since the plenum of the LIEC
on the unilateral initiative of the members of the minority without
any consultation whatsoever with the majority, and that the minority
_has fraudulently used the name of the African Commission in sending
out factional material, in some cases without any relation to the
Afrlican work; denounce the continued publication of Sous le Drapeau -
du Socialisme under such conditions and in a way that was aiready
condemned by the IEC., We ask the United Secretariat to publicly con-
demn the grave violatlon of discipline and the inadmissible abuse ,
committed by the minority comrades of the African Commission and to
take the necessary measures to assure the normal functioning of the
African Commission in accordance with the statutes,

October 3, 1964.
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APPEAL TO THE LEADERSHIPS AND MEMBERS
OF THE SECTIONS OF THE INTEBRNATIONAL

In the hame. 9f.$heweections,‘minorities of: sections, “mild-
tants andmeadres“”

tely‘undertake the following measures in order to’ safeguard
the unity of the: movement and nQrmelize the Lnternal situation.,“

? I

1fffv(a) Lift the suspensicn of . the representatlon of our. tendencyh
withi the»IEC and the Us-:3av?_J h;uni;p . _

e

...-v—‘

b F@r Some’ months our tendency hes no longer been represented in
the leadership of" the. International Now, either the measures that.
ha¥e hit:ioertain of our’ comrades indlvidually must be extended to
all those, sections, minorities: of .gections,: militents and cadres,
who are in selidariﬁy with’ these comrades, or-othey must be replaced -
by othér representatives of our tendency in order that it can parti- L
cipate equally in the actual leadership of the International -

To maintain the present situation signifies accepting a regime
of leadership of the International by a single faction.

(b) Lift the dissolution of the Afrlcan Commission, a body
made up of militants and cadres integrated, thanks to their long
struggle, in the African Revolution, and who enjoy the confidence of
the crushing majority of the militants of the International in this
now decisive sector of its work,

Accept the proposals made for the African work by Comrade
Pablo,

(¢) Immediately open the international discussion with the
aim of holding the regular Congress of the International in the sum-
mer of 1965,

SIGNATURES

Nic (Australia) H. (Germany)
Lerze (Austria)
Gulllaume, George, Suzanne (Belgium) Preben, Gunner, Antonius,

Paul (Cyprus) Erik (all members of the
Lenoir, Maurel, Michard (France) Danish Polit-Bureau, thus
Dennie (Greece) , putting the Danish Polit-Bureau
Maurice, Sal Santen (Holland) on record unanimously [one com=
R. (Italy) : rade absent] for the appeal,

Ota (Japan) ~= Erik,)

Frias (Peru)
- Rende (African Commission)
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WE WILL CONTINUE TO PROTECT THE INTERESTS OF THE MOVE]ENT

A Statement bJ the United Secretariat of the Fourth International

‘Thatattantlonmof the. United Secretariat has been drawn to an
appeal sent out by the Pablo tendency in which the international .
leadership of the Fourth International is ‘accused of preparing a - N
split. The pretext advanced for this appeal is that the tendency has'
allegedly been denied representation in the IEC and the Uni‘ed Secre-
tariat and that a sentence in a resolution attached to the minutes of
the United Secretariat for September 12-13 indicates preparation for
such a split, the sentence being authorization of the Bureau to take
whatever steps may be necessary Yo protect the interests of. the,sn::af
world Trotskyist movement in faee of the continued violations of
disecipline committed by the minority.- S

The United Seoretariat calls attentlon to the faot tnat the e
last plenum of the IEC did not proscribe any tendency. It ouspended v
from the leading bodies of the International comrades who violated
the dlscipline of the movement and who refused at the IEC mseting to
undertake an engagement to abide by discipline and the decisions of
the IEC. The plenum stated in addition that the suspensions would
be lifted as soon as the comrades showed in action that they were
abiding by discipline. The following comrades of the Pablo tendency,
who were not accused of breaches of discipline, were not suspended:
Santen and Frias, full members; Mimmis, Maurel, Ota, alternates,

As for the composition of the United Secretariat, this was .
declded by the IEC, and it is not a rule that this body must neces=
sarlly include representatives of tendencies as 1s the case in the
IEC.

The United Secretariat is informing the sections thai at the
next session of the IEC the proposed agenda includes preparations for
the next world congress, and, consequently, the opening of a discus-
sion period, : '

But the United Secretariat is compelled to make the following
observations on the subject of the Pablo tendency's appeal:

(1) The Pablo tendency demands rights in the organization in
the name of the statutes; but, since the last plenum, far from mak-
ing the least gesture showing its awareness of its duties toward the ,
International, the Pablo tendency has deliberately disregarded the
decisions of the plenum and has continued to publish its factional
organ fraudulently as an organ of the Fourth International, advanc~
Ing a line contrary to that of an overwhelming majority of the Inter-
national, It is this that has led the United Secretariat, in defend-
ing the interests of the Fourth International, to publicly dissociate
the International from the public activities of this facticn which
is conducting itself without the least regard for its respcnsibility
toward our movement.
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(2) The Pablo tendency, which acts -along lines completely
independent from the. In¥ernational, - shouts about split, yek. it 4s
guilty in A., without the least formality and under the falsest of
pretexts, - -of barring frém the group meetings the ¢comrades who favor.
thé ma jority of the International, and thus splitting the group.

_ (5) If i1t were necessary to look for &ny further proof t_at
we have here a faction acting in the Internstional as if it were in
an allen organization, it is sufficient to note that among t
natures on the latest document are to be found "H, (Germany)" and.
'“R. (Italy)." This means that the faction has decided to act in
clandestine fashion in sections of the International,

(4) The conduct, so grossly indisciplined, of this faction 3

1s not at all the result of a too rigorous application of democratic
centralism, In reality the IEC suspended certain members because
it considered it impossilble for:comradés belonging to the leading
bodies to choose for themselves which measures, binding on all, they
would abide by. . 'As for the United Secretariat, it has taken no .

- méasures beyond calling emphatic attention in our movement to the
violations of discipline committed by this faction. The source of
this lack of discipline is the political line of the faction, which

as Comrade Germain will demonstrate, 1s diverging more and more wide=-
1y not only from the line upheld by the International but also from .

the very principles of our movement.

Novembgrfl5, 1964. -

v



-55= -

— -

A RIGHT-WING TENDENCY A

e iq”j‘;}'y-;a By Ernest Germain;

Since the plenum of the International Executive Committee in
May 1964, Comrade Pablo has continued:his’ course of ignoring the . . ..~
decisions ‘of . the’ leadlng bodies of the Fourth International in ;f;r
soverelgn style., Openly violating the resolutions of the plenum of.
the IEC, he has contlnued to maintain a parallel center, to publish
internal ‘bulletins under the ausplces ‘of his tendency, to bring out -
Sous le Drapeau du Socialisme in-accordance with his own line and
not -that of the International, to fraudulently present this publiec
faction organ as the. "Monthly Review of the African Commission of
the Fourth International," hiding from its readers the fact that the.
1deas he presents are those of a small minority, not those of the
majority and hence the leadership of the Fourth International.

This course of increasing dlvergence from the Fourth Inter-, -
national, its organization, tradition, program and line, cannot be . .
explained fundamentally except by the deepening political differences
which' Comrade Pablo, with his characteristic lack of self-dlsclpline,
feels compelled to impart to .the entire world, Consequently it is .-

. the nature of these differences that must be andlyzed. in order to. . -
understand their dynamics and to alert.the movement to the causeés .-,
that-have brought Comrade Pablo to call in question the political and
organizational acqulsltlons of the Fourth International ,

Questlons of Method ._?: g - f:f‘r“'; Ll

pRS

In the issue of the factlon‘s Internal Bulletin devoted to[q
the" May 1964 plenum of the IEC, Comrade Pablo waxes ironic over ﬁerp
main, a "speciallst in dialectics."™ He would have done better to- | ..
hold his tongue -- you do not speak of the rope in the house. of the
hanged., 1In fact,wthe very numerous political errors which’ he has e
committed in recent. years are all:due to his giving up the dialectic L
method more and more systematically in favor of the common,’ ordinary
evolutionist method. He sees "irreversible" tendeéncies everywhere,
pays less and less attention to the contradictory nature of reality,
made up of opposing tendencies coexisting with each other “marked by .-
abrupt leaps and changes in the direction of processes.; '

Thus COmrade Pablo thought that the victory of Gaullism gave
birth to & bonapartist regime -"evolving toward fascism," He attached
Insufficient importance to the manifest contrary tendencies, linked
to objectlive conditions, which were unpropitious for fascism, as well
as the capacity of the- French‘working class, even aftér a severe de=-
feat to react to an, attempt to destroy thelr trade unions.

‘ Comrade Pablo was mistaken on -the relation of military forces
between the USSR ahd the USA, since he thought that the temporary
advance registered py the USSR toward:the end of the fifties in the .. .
field of long-range rocketry had become irrever31ble. He forgot the I

i
1l
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logic of uneven development,uopefstive in the military fleld as well
as 'in economics, above all in the case of a power of such economic
potentiality as_American imperialism.

Comrade Pablo was mistaken on the possibility of the Soviet
economy catching up with American production on a per capita basis
by 1970-72, because he mechanically projected into the future the
enormous momentary gap between the Soviet and American rates of
growth toward the end of the fiftles. He did not understand = deg=
plte our efforts to convince him otherwise -- that it was incotfceiv-~
able that the American bourgeoisie.would not seek to ilncrease thé
American rate of growth (this has already been largely confirmed).

He did not understand likewise that the rate of growth of the Soviet
economy could drop again, beginning with the time when the first ser-
ies of Khrushchevlist reforms had exhausted their stimulating effect.

Comrade Pablo was mistaken on the dynamics of the colonial
revolution -=- unfortunately inspiring errors here a thousand times
worse, han his own; those of Posadas. Believing in an irreversibly
victorious. dynamics, he gravely underestimated the decisive role of
the subjectiVe factor (the - leadership of the revolution) and under-
estimated the possibllity of imperdialism blocking the revolution for
a time at. a neocolonialist level, a-possibility already witnessed in
Latin America’ and Africa after being seen earlier in Asia, -

Comrade Pablo was mistaken in believing in the long postpone-~qu
~ment of revolutionary possibilities in Western Europe after the vic~
tory of de Gaulle. He mechanically put the "reformist atmosphere . .
created’by the high economic conjuncture" in opposltion to the "revo-
lutlonary atmosphere,“ without' understanding that in accordance with
the intarnal logic of the- contradictigns arising in neocapitalism
itself, abrupt leaps are possible, and prerevolutionary situations
like the one in Belgiumi“in 1960-61 can appear in a whole series of
countries where the working class has retained 1ts potential for
struggle, ‘without’ mentioning the revolutionary dynamics’ in the Span-
ish snelPortuguese situations.

" All ‘these errors in ‘the final analysis, can be traced to a
single error in method,’ to thinking that is increasingly mechanical,
less and lesgs. dialectical In the same issue of the Internal Bulle-
tin-put out by the faction, Comrade Pablo seeks to reply to a criti-
cism made by me concerning his conception of: de-Stalinization- :

Nj "oy’ them there are concessions and resistance on the part of
the bureaucracy, for us there are only.concessions. L replied to
him that for a specialist in 'dlalectics,! what counts 1is the aver-
age result in time of the two terms (concessions, resistance) and not .
their undif?erentiated Juxtaposition on the .same plane.

. "We do not negleét the aspect of the bureaucracy's resistance -
(since we repeat that-it tedes to the pressure of the masses., . .- and
finds 1tself obliged to cede) but we place the accent on the fact that
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‘‘the. average result in time, gives an ascending line of concessions.
Otherwise there 1s no conclusion, there is no perspective, but simply
indetermination between two alternatives, equally possible, and of
the same dynamics. This, among other things, has not been the case
with the evolution in the USSR for the past ten years." (P. 25
emphasis in original.)

Without noticing it, Comrade Pablo provided us with a typiecal
example of conmon, ordinary evolutionary thought in opposition to the
dialectical thinking of Marxism, e

"What 1s properly dialectical movement is preoisely the jux-
taposed coexlstence [Nebeneinanderbestehen] of the two opposed sides,
their conflict and their disappearance in a new category" [our empha-
sis], Marx writes in the Poverty of Philosophy (p. 94, German edition
of Dietz. Stuttgart) The characteristic proper to the category of
"de-Stalinization" is precisely that the two tendencles, concessions
of the bureaucracy to the masses, and self-defense of . its privileges .
and power, exist side by side, that there is a oonfllct, a growing
contradiction, between these two tendencies, and that this conflict
can be resclved only by de-Stalin.ization belng replaced by a new. cate-
gory == the political revolution., It is then that the process reaii§,
becomes irreversible, Naturally, this dialectical view of things be- .
comes difficult when you put an equals sign between "de-Stalinization"
and "political revolution."

e

Let's turn to experlence. Comrade Pablo states that the "un-rag
differentiated juxtaposition," on the same plane, of the: tendency o
grant concessions and the tendency of resistance "has not been the :
case with the evolution in the USSR for the past ten years," Really?
There have..been ‘some" important concessions to the masses (without i
overlooking—those of primary interest to the bulk of the bureaucracy -
itself) on-.the juridical plane and on the plane of consumption, = i i
There have ‘been concessions to the intellectuals on the plane of . :
freedom of research and expression, There have been important con=: . .
cessions to the peasants concerning the administration of agrioulture g
and exchange relations with the state and the _eity. But parallel to.
this 1ist of concessions let us now draw up a"list where "resistaﬂCS‘ 'o‘

"has manifestly prevailed; that 15 where there have been practically
no concessions. There is no genulne participation of the workers 1n
the management of industry; no form, even embryonic, of workers self= . ii
management in the factories; no form, even embryonic, of participation.:
by the workers in elaborating the big economic ‘and political decisions‘
of the state; no form, even embryonic, of a return to the regime of .
genuine soviets; ‘no 1r‘ov'm;, even embryonic, of freedom of tendencies or
of parties that respect the Soviet constitution; no form, even embry-luwi;“
onic, of freedom of tendencies witfiin the CPSU; no form, even embryon-
ic, of freedom of political discussion within the CPSU prior to deci-
sions by the Central Comm1ttee.

Does Comrade Pablo dare affirm that in the past eleven years,
the flerce and still victorious resistance displayed by the Soviet




bureaucracy in thesé fields -- that is, still victorious defense of .. R

- dts power and privileges -- is definitively "less important; tMgetonds o
ary, nor," 1in relation to the scope of the con09381ons made ‘in the

other ;tf‘:I.elds‘7 :

To da so would in reality mean affirming that the structural
problems are less important than the conjunctural, that the content
is less important than the form, In fact, this is the difference
underlying most of the debates between common ordinary evolutionist' ‘
and Marxist revolutionists. s A T U

Does Comrade Pablo dare affirm that at a certain moment, con-
junetural, formsl concessions imperceptibly slip into structural
changes that workers control over the economy and over the. state will
be’ re-established step by step, that freedom of tendencies and politi-
cal parties will be reborn little by little through successive conces-
§Ions made by the bureaucracy? If so, he would offer.us once again.a -
typical instance of the difference between a common ordinary evolu-.
tionist concept and the Marxist concept. _

' Or will Comrade Pablo affirm that these structural changes in
fact require a leap, a violent rupture, a transformation of quantity
into quality?; 'In this case we will reply that he has ‘contradicted
himself and .-that this leap, this violent rupture shows preclsely. the .
necessity for the birth of a new category (the political revolutlon),
different from the o0ld one (de-Stalinization), so that the "juxtapo-
ion"™ of the tendency of the bureaucracy to make "concessions" and
to display "resistance" can be broken. . . - :

Does. this signify that in our conception this juxtaposition .
is "undifferentiated"* Not at all, We stand for making 1t clear that. -
for the pasg; . ‘eleven years and up to the very day the masses enter into -
reVolutionary action, resistance will remain predominant in structural .
problems (defense of the political power and economic privileges of . .
the bureaucracy). Does this signify that there is no perspective
but simply "indetermination between two alternatives"? Not at all.
The_perspective on which we stand, the variant that appears to us vo
be the most likely, is that in the struggle between the "concessicns"
anduthe "resistance," at a certain point in the process, the "resis-
tance" will give way under the action of the masses. What we stress.
is that the situation in which this occurs will be qualitatively .
different from the present situation; it will mark the passage-; of
"de-StaTinization“ into political revolution, -

, ‘But doesn't "de-Stalin;zation“ prepare the political revolu-'
tion° Without any doubt, Evolution always prepares 1"evolut5.on,._:..~
without the former, the latter could not occur, because it cannot R
fall from the sky, Desplte this, for revolutionary Marxists,'evolum'
tion does not at all equate to revolution; and they even understand .
that the slight nuance separating the one from the other fundamentally
distinguishes revolutionary Marxists from reformists. ; -
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This 1s the ‘heart of the matter. An analogy will permit us;“"
to ‘see it more vividly.- What is the essential argument that common.
ordinary evolutionists (from the liberal bourgeoisie to the right ‘
and even left Social Democrats) offer against the revolutionary Marx-
ists in the imperialist countries of Europe and -North America? "Gomp,
pare the ‘situation of the working class. in 1960 with what it was. in_o,
1860. Hasn't a tremendous reévolution occurred? Hasn't wretched =
poverty been succeeded by well-being, the 72-hour week by the 40-hour-
week? Total insecurity by social security, illiteracy and the degrade
ation of alcoholism by pald vacations and the right to culture? All
this, together with growing political rights, hasn't this ‘been con-
quered step by -step, by pressure (which implies many 'actions, strikes
and slow downs' to use Comrade Pablo's words)? Hasn't the 'reslis- -
tance! of the bourgeoisie been reduced, historically, in the long run,
in the face of this pressure of the masses? What use is it then to .
chatter or to dream ‘about revelution in face of this 'irreversible!
evolution that has already been going on for a century? ~Let's join, :
instead, in increasing the préssure; let's struggle for more and morew
radical reforms, and little by little the social revolution will be
achieved under our noses. , .. : ;

i - In the USSR the questlon is not of social revolution but of
political revolution. It is a matter not of the bourgeoisie but of
the Soviet bureaucracy. But. in the passage cited above, replace .
"social revolution" by "political revolution," and "bourgeoisie" by
"bureaucracy," and you will find:Pablo following the classic reason-
ing which the evolutionists, reformists or. llberals, have offered us. .
for decades in the West! : : . .

~How do we reply to this. reasoning° We .prefer not to follow
Thorez and - other extinguished luminaries who deny the.striking. pro-. ..
gress which the mass of the workers have actually realized in their ..
standard of living "along the road of reform" in the past century. .
We add, however, that these reforms, involving the standard of living.
or-‘even political rights, do not transform the capitalist nature of .
the economy: or the bourgeois nature of, the. state; that these .reforms
have even been accepted historically by the ruling class in order to
defend and preserve (in a situation of "weakness" before the masses,.

to again cite Comrade Pablo) their power as a olass, that these re-
forms can prepare the revolution, on condition that the subjectlve
factor reaches the necessary level but that this revolution will

not come about either auxomatioally, irreversibly, -or without a- -
"qualitatiVe leap,“ Insofar as the Soviet bureaucracy 1s a caste;
that is, 3 more or less structured social formdation that defends 1its
power and its prlvileges this line of reasoning applies to the poli=-
tical reVolution in the way it applues to the social revolution. o

What Is De—Stalinization°

To this questlon, Which he hlmself places at the cenﬁer of : the
international discussion, and to which he accords central importance
in understanding the Sino-Soviet conflict and the entire evolution in
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recent years of ‘the international situation ("de=Stalinization has
again become, -as in 1953, the touclistone. . ., demarcatlng two cur- ,
rents in the traditional Trotskyist movement" -- issue of the -Inter-
nal Bulletin of Comrade Pablo's tendency devoted to the IEO plenum
of Mey 1964, p. 14), Comrade Pablo now gives the full’ reply: de-
Stalinization is the political revolutiontiucIt was the‘Australian
comrades of the minority tendency who wers: the first to" frankly
express this formula (see their article,yw!'De-Stalinization is the
Nascent Political Revolution," reproduoed in the faction's Internal
Bulletin No, 4, April 1964), but Comrade- Pablo later” expressed agree-
Tent with it. , . o “, o

;7" 7o this we replied by defending the cla331cal definition of -
“de-Stalinization" which the Fourth International has not ceased to,
maintaip since 1953; namely, "de-~Stalinization" is the "liberal"
course of the Soviet bureaucracy, through which the bureaucracy seeks
to defend and maintain its essential power and privileges in face of =
the mounting pressure of the masses In the USSR 1tself and in the
"peOple's democracies. (1)

That this was most certalnly the’ line of the Fourth and Fifth
World Congresses and particularly the line of the theses of the
"Rise and Decline" and "Decline and Fall of Stalinism" there 1s not
the. slightest doubt. . The minority tendency claims, it is true, that
in these theses it is affirmed that "de-Stalinization" is the "r181ng
political revolpxlon" (p. 12 of the minority tendency's Internal Ly
Bulletin 'No. «. Bub; 1t 1s sufficient to cite the following passage
froim the tnesesv"Decline and Fall of ‘Stalinism" adopted by the Fifth
World ‘Congress of the International to determine the facts:

.. ™We thus considered the 'new course' of the Kremlin not as a
movement of, self-reform by the bureaucracy, but as a movement of self-
defenSe by”it While promoting and even hastening the awakening of '
the mbvement of the masses by its objective eonsequences, especlally
by the:divisions that it created from the top to the bottom of the
bureaucratic ladder, ~the 'new course' was not, we considered, a sub-
stitute for, but rather a preparatory phase of the polltical revolu-
tiofi"of “the masses against the bureaucracy.“ (Fourth International,
Winter 1958, p. 56 : R

In other words the theses "Decline and Fall of Stalinism"

(1)Besides this it 1s necessary to add a series of Khrushchev's re-
forms whibh were not only (or not so much) concessions to. the masses
as medsures -of indispensable rationalization to bring the economic
system out of the blind alley in which Stalin had plunged 1it, This
is especially the case with many economic reforms such as the instal=-
lation of Sovnarkhozes, the extension of the work and jurisdiction of
the COMECON, the utilizatlon of electronic calculating machines, the
employment of techniques of operational research. These measures are
no more: " concessions to the masses" than the .similar reforms intro-
duced by neocapitalism.fT . . . : A L
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sald: de~Stglinization is not the self-reform of . the buregucracy

but.its self-defense in face of the pressure of the masses, De~_

m_f}Stalinization is not the political revolution but’ only & preparatory
~ “.phase, Today, the minority affirms the opposite:. de-Stalinization
. -1s not a movement of self-defense of the bureaucracy, nor the pre-

- paration of a future political revolution; it is the beginning of

this revolution, hence the beginning of the re-establishment of .
Soviet democracy, hence (whether one wishes it or not) the beginning
of the self-reform of the bureaucracy (under pressure from the masses),

'~ Comrade Pablo has the cheek to declare that he said the same thing in

1954 and in 1957, whereas the documents adopted at the time said just
the opposite‘ :

The 1957 theses are still clearer, dotting the 1i's even more

o carefully. They state that "continuance of the 'new course! is inex-

orably preparing the big show-down between the proletariat and the
more privileged layers of the bureaucracy, a show-down which will
have as 1ts main stake the administration of the plants and which
will inevitably raise all the quéstions of the structure and control
of the economy and of the workers' state." (p. 58.) They specify
(p. 59) that "Both [the neo-Stalinist tendency and the "liberal" ten-
dency of the bureaucracy favorable to de-Stalinization], however,

are trying only to preserve and defend the privileges of the bureau-
cracy as a whole," They stress that a "growing tension between the
masses and the bureaucracy. . . are drawing near a violent explosion"
(p. 60); that an "open collision" 1s belng prepared "between the
forces that want to keep the basic institutions of the dictatorship"
(and the text specifies that this applies to both the neo-Stalinists
and the Khrushchevists) and "the masses who want to undertake a demo-

~_cpatic administration of the state and the economy. . " (p. 60).

And- they conclude: "The, transformation of the pressure of the masses
into- direct action of the masses will in this way signalize the ‘begin-
ning of the political revolution in the USSR." (p. 60.) -

Beating a retreat and seeking to cover up the traces of his
change in political position on this question, Comrade Pablo now.

.atates that "de-Stalinization is synonomous with a continuous revo-
.. ~lutlonary upsurge in the USSR.". (p. 14 of the faction's Internal
Bulletin devoted to the plenum of the May 1964 IEC.) This is al-

ready different from saying that de~Stalinization is synonomous with
political revolution, to confound a revolutionary upsurge with revo-

‘lution 1s a grave error for a revolutionist who wants to lead the

.jgfprocess. We have spoken of a revolutionary upsurge in Brazll in

recent years, which unfortunately has not_culminated up to now in
the beginning of the.revolution but rather in a temporary vistory of

... the counterrevolution., A revolutionary upsurge among -the masses pre-

pares a revolution, it is not identical with it.

This remark having been made, 1s it correct to 1dentify de-

Stalinization" with a "revolutionary upsurge," if not a "political
.revolution"? "De-Stalinization® is a calculated policy of the ruling
-caste 1in the USSR the Soviet bureaucracy, or at least its ruling fac-



tion (and its overwhelming majority). The revolutionary upsurge 1s v
the deep wave among the tolling masses opposed to this bureaucracy. "
That the bureaucracy was obliged to undertake the turn of "de-Stalin-
ization" under . the pressure of the masses; that the consequences of
this turn in the long run favor the outbreak of revolution =~ this.
provides no Jjustification whatsoever for disregarding the.social. dis-'
tinction between _the rulers and the ruled, between those who-are man=
euvering in order to maintain thelr dictatorship and.-those who are. . .
pressing to overthrow it, In mixing up all these factors;:in wiping
out -these distinctions; in speaking of a "combined effect of the ;
progress of the productive and cultural forces, and the: multiple and .
. multiform pressure that likewise never ceases to increase in an ine-.
ternational revolutionary context"; in stating that "de=-Stalinization
is. the result of an interaction between the concessions of the bureau-
“ecracy ‘and the mounting pressure of the masses, the bureaucracy dife
ferentiating itself constantly in the process, " Comrade Pablo is
beginning in fact to suppress the fundamental distinction between 4
self-defense and seli-reform of GLe bureaucracy which was _one of the
pillars of the theses "Decline and Fall of Sta inism.", This is
clearly to be seen when he writes. S

"Far from being a handicap, the fact that the Soviet bureau-,_
cracy is at present at the head of an economlically and culturally ..
advanced--state, constitutes in reality the essential condition for .
the political decline and fall of the bureaucracy, engaged -in a pro=
cess of both more and more important concessions to the masses, and

ts own differentiation. .

"This enables us to foresee the possibility of a diminished
weakened resistance by the core of the bureaucracy that mightApos- ,
sibly resist the total and actual liberalization of the regime." .
{p. 15 of the faction's Internal Bulletin on the May 1964 plenum of
the IEC. Our emphasis, ) . :

S It is sufficient to compare this passage with the extracts ;
cited above from the "Decline and Fall of Stalinism" to see how far
' the position of Comrade Pablo has departed from the line which the
International has not ceased to follow in this regard for ten years!
If he states that today he has always been of the same opinion, he
should at least undertake a severe self-criticism for having voted .
“at the Fifth World Congress for the opposite of what he says now. -
He wvoted then for the position that a collision 1s inevitable between
the masses and the leaders (both the "neo-Stalinists™ as well as the
Yde-Stalinizers") of the bureaucracy; that these leaders neither can
nor waht to "totally and actually liberalize" the regime, because
"de-Stalinization" for them is a means of defending thelr power and
their privileges, not to "progressively" renestablish Soviet demo=~
cI'aGy. ‘ :

. Gomrade Pablo's schema signifies at bottom that in the USSR":
and the "people's democracles" there 1s only one political battle:.
the ‘One between the "enlightened," "liberal," "de-Stalinizing," in
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short, Khrushchevist wing of the bureaucracy, fusing more and :more-
with the masses, and the neo~Stalinist "soret of the bureaucracy, i
supported- by the.Chinese, This schema has no relatlion whatsoever . -
with reality, : : : . :

- This reality, which we know, not only through studylng the
facts a posteriorl but fortunately also through increasing contact
with revolutionary Marxist elements fighting for a return to Lenin in
the workers states themselves, shows that the fundamental oconflict
remains the one between the massés and the bureaucracy taken as a

the hangeds i

whole, which the.masses hate and desplse more than ever, as was the

case June 16-17, 1963; 'in. East Berlin, as was the case in Poznan, as
was the case in the initial phase of the Hungarlan revolutlon.

. Of éouréé, with aVVery sure instinct, the masses know how to

* take ‘advantage.of the divisions in the bureaucracy; they "prefer"

Khrushchev.to-Stalin or to Molotov, and Kadar to Rakosl, But more
than Kadgr-Rakosi and Company they prefer the workers councils, not
forgetting .for one moment that Kadar bears just as much responsibil=-
ity for-their being crushed.as Rakosi. This was clearest in Poland
when the brief period of;1llusions in Gomulka as a genuine Leninist
initiator of Sgviet democracy comrletely vanished among the workers, .-
students .and intellectuals, the masses grasping that the difference ..l v
between Gomulka and the Natolinists was infinitely less than the !
differenoe- between Gomulka and the regime of socliallst democracy to - Vi
which the revolutionary vanguard aspired, The mass support which.the i«
"de~Stalinizer" Gomulka enjoys today is above all that of the private
peasants..who .owe to him the restoration of private property, and even :
this sgcial lgyer supports him more and more the way a rope supports 5o .

LY

R

Mofqoven,;it:ia this phenomenon.of the progresslve isolation : - -
of the .summits of the bureaucracy, who played the cards of terror and
"liberalization" successively without gaining genuine support.amon$
the masses, which the theses on the "Decline and Fall of Stalinism'
correctly forecast, even 1f they were mistaken as to the rate of the
process, : '

Just as Comrade Pablo does not understand the real nature of
the confllot; between the masses and the bureaucrats in the workers .
states today, so he: completely distorts the nature of the struggle: . ' ~. -~ 7
within the bureaucracy and among the intellectuals, the only layers o ..«
up to now that have been able to express themselves under the regime
of "de-Stalinization." According to hils schema, the struggle there 1is
essentially between the de=Stalinizing "Khrushchevists" and the more - -

~or less. pro-Chinese neo-Stalinists, : In reality the struggle involves

at least four "tendencies":.  the neo=-Stalinists (who are becoming in- ‘.
creasingly isolated and .insignificant); the direct representatives of .=. .
the "economle" bureaucracy who demand the  strengthening of the rights -

of the directors and who are not :at all opposed to "de~Stallnization®; . -

)

the bonapartist, summits.of the bureauecracy, who play the role of i
balancing the forces; and the "left" wing of the bureaucracy (above

-
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all the ranks linked to “the workers) and the intellectuals, who
demand e much more radical de-Stalinization than that 1ntroduced by .
Khrushchev, The 111ega1 ‘sometimes even semilegal spokesmen of this
"bureaucratic left" use a language infinitely more critical, more

aggressive and more direct with regard to Khrushchev and Khrushohev-_ea

- ism than does Comrade Pablé, (See in connection with this especially
the notable article that appeared in Les Lettres Nouvelles, March—
April 1964 directly from the USSR.) R NES

Tb embarr&sa us, Comrade Pablo ralses the question' but the
comrades of.the majority, do they call today for the "immediste
violent overthrow of Khrushchev, Tito, Gomulka, Kadar, etC." (p. 18)3

do they seek Yo mobllize the masses "who are taking into account the“

process.of de-Stalinization which has begun and who think of pushing
it as far as possible"? In reality, it is with his own schema of

the situation in the USSR that the reply fitting this question falls *°

to correspond, We were the first to declare that today, above all
after the, experienoe of the Hungarian revolution and in the climate:
of increasing improvement in the standard of living of the masses _
that the atmosphere is rather "reformist" in the USSR and in several
of the"people's democ”aciesG © In such an atmosphere, it is clearly.
necessary to. work out a program of immediate demands to start the
mass movement going. Is it necessary.to remind Comrade Pablo that .
we have never called for the “"immediate overthrow" (not ito'speak. of.
the: vielent . QVerthrowévof de Gaulle in France or President Johnson .

in: the United States, ecduse.the relation of forces is clearly not R

propitious for an *mme&iaue revolution?

But how" can Comrade Pablo square his analysis of a situation f,*3
marked by a colossal "continued revolutionary upsurge," by the beginw.

ning :of ja genuine revoluuion, o «with the elaboration of a modest.
program.of action #réind itmédiate demands? Strange "revolution,"
to.tell the truth, and strange "revolutionists," who, confronted
with this "revolu@ on,“ do noést. speak of elther the conquest of power,

or:-+the- overthrow 6f the govérnmerit £, or even of dlial power, do met.;

think of advancing revolutionary: elogans or even transtitional: ..

slogans but content themselves with modest irmédiate demandsl'x,qhé;

vComrade 95%10 and ‘the Slno-Sovnet Conflict

- It is in the Sjno—Soviet conflict that the almost organically
right-wing orientation which Comrade Pablo has now adoPted is dis-

~ played in the most strik*ng and dangerous way.

-~

: : At first 1% could havé been boelieved that the differences
~1n this fileld were not serious, that Gomrade Pablo was even render—
ing a service to the Internati onal in certain respects, facilitating
_an adjustment of any exces$lve, uncritical support of the Chinese
“which adome oomradeSLmigh“ Jhave "been tempted to accord. It is clear
that.the Sino~-Sovie%t confliet subjected the entire international -
revelutionary movement ‘to enormous; pressure, which our. own movement
could not escape. ‘It “was more or .ngs inevitable that within. the “““

1
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Fourth International pro-Khrushchevist and pro-Maoist tendencles
would develop, The essential at present is to ‘make sure that ‘they
do not“gain undue amplitude, .-that they do not undermine the autonomy
and objéotivity with which we work out our’ polioies ‘and that they:’
do not prevent us from taking advantage of the opportunities to con=-
struct revolutionary parties in the ever more favorable conditions
opening up on a big part of the globe. . . Lot

It is necessary to take a look at the evidence, above all
since the appearance of Sous le Drapeau du Socialisme. While the
ma jority, without modifying its fundamental course, which has been
confirmed by the passage of events, has criticlzed and attacked the
Chinese each time they adopt a positlon contrary to theé interests of
the world revolution,(2) Comrade Pablo has.practically abstained from
all publie’ criticism of Khrushchev and Khrushchevism, masking this.
position &f adaptation to a wing of the bureaucracy with an aberrant
theory of which he 1is the only advocate in the entire world, since’
it is not shared by the bourgeoisie, by the proletariat, by the
Soclal Democracy, or by the cadres of the international Communist
movement themselves (including or even especially those who support
Khrushchev with enthusiasm), namely, that the Khrushchevist course
in questions of international politicés is a "“left" course, and that
Khruﬁhchev 1s increasingly becoming a "defender of the world revoluy
tion l , :

To "demonstrate" this concept, which is in contradiction to. i
the reallty, Comrade Pablo finds himself obliged to distort and even o
systematically falsify the facts, cutting out of Chou En-lal's D
speeches the passages where he speaks about Algerias moving toward
soclalism; in Khrushchev's messages the parts where he states that
an "immediate" move toward socialism is not possible in Africa; in
an article devoted to the temporary victory of the Brazilian counter=-
revolution, maintaining shameful silence on the overwhelming respon- . - -
sibility falling on the one hundred per cent Khrushechevist Brazilian
Communist party for what happened (Sous le Dragsau ‘du Socialisme, s
No, 6); polemicizing (in No, 7-8) against the Chinese on their theory
of the role of the national bourgeoisie while passing by in complete

silence Khrushchev's much more rightist theory on this (contained in-

the program of the CPSU adopted at the Twenty-second Congress); going -
so far ds to publish (in the same No. 7ﬁ8)fanﬂarticle on Chile'whioh_-f\f

(2)on the accusation of Comrade Pablo that I displayed the "height -
of cowardice" in "beating a retreat" on our position on the Sino- _g“i
Soviet confllct, I simply clite the May 1964 issue of.gpatriéme Interq -
nationale, I declared at the plenum, and I still maintain, that the’

i

ma jority always distinguished the Chinese bureaucracy from the Chin='
ese-revolution and the Chinese tendency in the international Communist
movement. One only need re-read the political resolution of the |

(' Reunification Congress to see this, Comrade Pablo, who denies this, .

; and who claims that we uncritically supported the ﬁStalinist 1llne of
- the Chinese bureaucracy,“ is simply displaying bad faith. -
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begins with this highly prophetic sentences -~

“Latin America has not ended her surprises for us, After hav-
ing és%ablished her first socialist regime in Cuba by the most unex=-
pected and‘heterodox of roads =- guerrilla warfare -~ she now seems
ready to establish the second in Chile by another road which al-
though unusual, is not less surprising: elections." '

The same article contains in addition this gom of the purest
Khrushchevist water. ‘

""But if Allende gains a majorlty, will he be permiﬁted to
assume the office of president? The FRAP has already exposed the
existence of a conspiracy aiming at a military coup d'dtat, However,
it 1s very difficult for the high command of the army to risk such an
adventure, given the lsgalistic tracision (unique in Latin America)
of the Chilean ofricer corps and the-aeftist tendency of a part of
the young oflicers.," [Emphaasis added ]

.. To dissemlnate such 1]lusiers -arter the Brazilian defeat -
which’ was caused in great pard by °1ml¢5% illusions-géwn by the
Khrushchevist CP == some years aftar the Second Declaration of Havana
proclaimed that in all the countries of Latin America the greater i
part of the army is and Will continue to be the scaffolding of the
counterrevolution, 1s genuinely criminal. Trotskyism is thereby dis-
credited in the eyes of the numerous revolutionary militants in Latin
Americea of the Fidelista tendency, with whom we have to Bwild the
revolutionary party, who have nothing but contempt and indigﬁation '
for these Khrushchevist illu51onso .

A new and revolting example of this systematic adaptation to
&irushdpevism, of this abandonment of & minimum of objectivity 1n
adalyzi g the Sino-Soviet ccnfliet, is offered in the article which
Sous 1é_prapeau du Socialisme (No, 9) devoted to the Chinese document
"The Pnony ,. Commynism of Khrushchev and Its Lessons for the World."
The Ghinése documentcontains two fundamentally contradictory aspects:
it pbints t0. the phenomenon of soclal inequality as at the bottom of
the degeneration of the USSR; and 1t affirms that the degeneration
,akes ‘the form of the re-establishment of capitalism, For & Trotsky-
ist, theqiirst statement constitutes an important step forward -=-
because it 1s true that the privileges of the bureaucracy lie at the
basis of 1ts power, and the struggle against social inequality was
considered by’ Trotsky to be the most important struggle .conducted
by the Left . Opposition; the one that would unleash the political s
revolutian in the USSR; the second constitutes a dangerous error to . ‘
be fought; the origin of which evidently lies in.the difficulty of
grasping: the real Tnature:of the bureaucracy, a difficulty which was .

witnessed -among: the: YugosTavs (who. talked -for years about state capie 'di

talism in the USSR ) tand which“has aepeared Ain” the history of our _igv,i“‘
movement .on: vamioue bcca51ons,l’ - ‘ e o
RO JNENT s AR S N : SN ARRE

Bub when Qomrade Pablo~dea13 with this Chinese ‘articls in 7
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Sous le Drapeau du.Socialisme;:-he does not " devote a single word to

the™ ﬁhole part. that criticizes social inequality (a criticism that

 the’ &rticle that it . recognizes that high sslsries existed in the time

of Stplin while it denies thet the "degenersgted elements™ were in .
power ‘in-the USSR at .the timé); Comradé” Pahlo speaks only of the

erroneous theses concerning -the re~establishment of capitalism in
the USSR, - ,

This whole partial 'subjective, truncated manner of concelv-

- ing the Sino-Soviet conﬁlict denying the evidence; namely, that in

all the countries. where the AChinese" and’ “MKhrushchevists™ oppose
each other, the former occupy positions to the left of the latter,
ends up in an untenable .thesis which Comrade Pablo has the habit of -
repeating without the least proof. He ¢laims that the Chinese do not
defend Stalin 'personally; but -Stalinism, that 1s, Stalin's -doméstic :
and foreigP policy -("the .six~sevenths of’ Stalinism," b is claime& in

the late$t!internal bulletin of the Pablo tendencys fanic | *w;
oft: ¥ BTG

The struggle against the theory of sociallsm in one country B
(even when this theory is absurdly attributed’ to Trotsky) is this a {i
“defense of Stalinist: domestic policy"* L ; ‘

’“*Defense of the theory of "uninterrupted revolution," not only
withif the frame of the colorilal revolution, but even after: the estab-w.
1ishmént of the dictatorship of the proletariat 1s. this a. "defense e
of Staliniet domestic policy“’ _ R T
The struggle against excessive inequality in wages and for
greater equality, is this a *defense of Stalinist domestic policy“?

Opposition to the theory of peaceful (and. parliamentary) roads

to socialism, first defended by Stalin in his-famous letter to the .

British Communist party, is this "defense' of‘Stalinist foreign policy“?

The Chinese thesis, according to: ‘which the countries where the
dictatorshdp of the.proletariat has been established must serve:as:
"basesrfbr the world -‘revolutio#," is this" “defense of Stalinist ,

“Policy"? ) e e et il ol

'

,.'»'v s R Py

THE Chinese tn631s,‘acrording to hich the’ colonial and semi
colonial. peOples cannot free themselves from the: imperialist ‘yoke Tt
except” through armed struggle. under the leadership of the proletariat =
is this “defense of Stalinism"° kS S o : e

we” could continue the 1ist but to what purpose9 We have never
denied that" the Chinese retain Stalinist positions in’'a number of-
areas. But, despite &1l the progress of "de-Stalinization," the . -
Boviet bureaucracy headed by Khrushchev also retains Stalinist posi=- = <
tions in ‘some fundamental areas: maintenance and justification of - - 7
bureaucratic privileges in the USSR; a "world strategy of: Comuunism":
tentered on economic constructionlin the USSR ("communism in one
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country"); subord;natlon of the interests of the international prole-
tariat and:of the International revolution to the interests of the
Soviet buveaucracy. To speak of "de-Stalinization™ while deliberate- =i..
ly ignoring the rightist, opportunist course adopted by most of the o
faithful followers of Khrushchev or presenting it as "secondary;"

means in fact abandoning the interests of the world revolution as

the fundamental c¢riterion in judging the Sino-Soviet conflict,

-

-~
[Psi

The position adopted by Comrade Pablo with regard to this con-
flict necessarlly goes counter to his claims about having fused with
the vanguard forces of the colonial revolution,. Because there 1s not
the shadow of a doubt that from South Vietnam to Guatemala, from
India t6: Golombia, from Zanzibar to Venezuela, the forces already
battling, or who are ready to struggle in the front ranks of the
colonitl revolution, feel infinitely more sympathy for the Chinese
positions than for the Khrushchevist, ‘Contrary to Comrade Pablo's
repeated declarations, in Algerla 1tself, outside of the narrow
clrcles of the apraratus, his positlons, dogmatically, unjustly and
systematically anti-Chinese, together with hils systematic apologles
for Ehirusheheviem bar tho “cao o many revoluticnery militants,
Algerians as ‘well as. those from othér African countries. . The fact
that we foresaw this special consequence cf the Sino—Soviet .conflict
smong the forces engaged in the colonial rev olution, was one of the .
main Peaséns why we adopted the positicn we did irn reference to the '~
Siro=8ovieti sonflict: without making~the least concession in prin- -
*iple, Without hiding a single one of our criticisms with respect to .
the Chinese or the pre-Chinesé, we sought above all to link ourselves
with the left Communist forces, who in the great majority th”oughout
the world sympathize with the Chlnese theses, rather than try to play
the role ‘of earrying water. ﬂor the Khrushchev st bureaucracy among
*be Communist parties. S et
Comrade*Pablo's Positions On Problems of .the
- Révolution in the Imperialist Countries

"+ - The. deeply rightist tendency of Comrade Pablo's position is O
likewlse shown in an increasingly clear way in the problems posed .
by the revoiutiona“y workers movement in the *mperfalist countries. D

The first manifestation of his turn to the vight on these
problems was provided by a sudden and asitonishing position taken by
Sousle Drapeau du,.Socialisre on %he Spanish and Portuguese revolu=~
tlons, - Without. censulting the ‘International, without taking into
consideration the 'fact that an "African Commission of the Fourth
International™ is not at all entitled to deternine strategy in two o
Imperialilst Europeen ccuntries, Comrade Pablo came out publiecly ‘ ¥
against the correct, TrouskyistApoiitical criticisms made of the ;}
popular~front type- Prog“an ‘of the Portuguese “pPatriotic Front of
National Liberation® (FPLN) and": publicly expressed. solidarity with
the ridiculous: "Movement for the Tﬁird Spanish Republic,f”whiqh re- .
presents mnothing in Spaln, an actidh thatmoould only digorqdit Trot=-
skyism,: making it appear to be a. meemen% thau is ignofﬁnt“of the

§
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facts in the Spanish revolutionary movement, The Portuguese "Front,"
centered around the Portuguese CP, is an enterprise that seeks to-
substitute bourgeols democracy for the Salazar dictatorship; that is,
to liquidate Salazarism without::losing economic power. What “must be
said of a former secretary of the Fourth International who publishes
news and communiqués of this "Front," without a single word of crlti-
cism of its ultra-0pportuntst prbgram° :

Exposed by the criticism which we made of the opportunist posi~ . .

tion whieh he--had adopted on the Iberian revolution, Comrade Pablo
defended himself at'the last IEC plenum by declaring that there were
clearly not a -few- things to eriticlze in the program of the FPLN, but
it would be "sectarian" to begin with this criticism; first comes the.
support, then the criticlsm, This position, which could be justified
in the attitude of a section of our movement in an imperialist coun-
try in relation to an insurrectional movement in a colonial country
oppressed by "its" imperialism, is absolutely unjustifiable on the
part of the Fourth International “in relation to an oppositionist move-
ment against a fﬂscist didtatorshlp 1n‘hn {mperialiat country.

The history=of‘the European revolution is’ too charged with . .
defeats and vietims caused by "national fronts" and "popular fronts"
in the countries where the bourgeoisie holds real economic, soclal and
political power, and has solid traditions and a certain political
shrewdness, for Marxist revolutionaries to let the least. 11lusion
about the possibility of such fronts achieving & soclalist revalution
go by without speaking up. o o

To ref“se to participate in an armed struggle (which howevar
has not yet broken out!) against Portuguese fascism would be sectar=-
lan. ‘But to pdrticipate in the stnuggle by mixing our banner with
the popular-front banner. of the CP, by providing left cover for an
operation that seeks to repeat in Portugal what happened in France
and Italy in 1944, with the results 'we know about, is opportunism,
It was not .so long ‘ago that Comrade Pablo would have been the first
to point. this out -and ~td "Pise up against- such a policy, That it 1is
he who jadvocates it today clearly indicdtes ‘what a distance he has
traveled in recent months and in what direction he is headed,

In 1962 cend 1963, Comrade Pablo ‘oritictzed most of the Buropean
sections fromthe left, so to speak, We will not return to the de=-

bate, 'But; today with.regard to Western Europe, Comrade Pablo likewise

is beginnipg to signal ‘a turn' to the right of a kind to take your
breath away. ‘In the issue of hig faction's Internal Bulletin devoted
to the lagt plenum of the IEC hé writes*

“F@r hemxmueh 1ogger,ufor howamany ‘'years longer will it be
possible to gelioat of the new situation created in Europe for some
years already with phrases as empty as 'the economic euphoria is tend=-
ing to subside! and to avoid: getting to the bottom of this euphoris,
explaining it taking it 1nto account and working out a policy for our

YEEOL ERRR
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movement that correJonds to this situation‘?

: “By 1etting it be imagined for some years now that each time S TR
we have been coming to the end of this 'euphorla' and that a 'crisis! G
i8 close, by magnifying the movements for economic demands each time
they break out here or there, or' the victories of the social-democrady
or. other phenomena which despite everything occur in the frame of the
relatively prolonged stabilization of capitalism in this part of the
world, our forces are dlsoriented and prepared for ever more serious
disiliusionment. : S : ~
X “In addition, by proving incapable of working out a line for ,
the EBuropean workers' movement and for our own forces that corresponds-
to the new situation, aiming at maintaining the class mobilization:-and
edusation of the proletariat on the basis of the new economic possi~ .
bilities and the new contradictions of -capltallsm, and the new social
and political aspirations of the masses, the difficulties of the ob=
Jective situation are aggravated and we are isolated from the masses. "
(P- 9, emphasis added. ) «

This text calls for comment, especlally Comrade Pablo!'s auda=-
city in reproaching us with."incapacity" to work out a line for the .
European workers' movement, whereas the fact'is that whatever 1s.
worthwhile in the workers' movement of Western Europe has been in-
spired precisely by the line which we have promulgated for years. - -
What is most . strlking is Comrade Pablo's extraordinary capacity to
forget in sovereign ‘8tyle everything that does not conform to his
latest turn.  He forgets that for years we have fought the idea that
there would be another "grave economic crisis" in Western Europe; we
have simply forecast the inevitability of recessions, He forgets
that to give up the perspective of recessions would signify admittingi
that eapitalism has overcome for a whole historic epoch its main
economic econtradiction -~ with all the revisionist consequences that -
flow from that. And he forgets above all what he himself wrote. only .
a little more than a year ago: :

“At the present time " the rate of economic expan31on is everyu o
where slowed down in. the advanced capitalist countries, although in_~
an uneven way; reeessions follow one another at an accelerated [sio] ‘
rate; the menace itself of a real economic crisis is more clearly re- . .
-vealed [sic again], beginning with the more industrialized countries, . .
the United States and England., The economies of these two countries
when they do not decline openly during the recessions maintain them- Q' el
selves on a level .of quasi stagnation." (Fourth International, No., 17 5
on the Reunification Congress, p. 65.) (In the United States, the ; ’
index of industrial output rose 23 per cent from January 1961 to |
August 1964, which is truly “quas1 stagnation,") , S ;.,‘¢

Such: g method of carrying out a 180—degree turn w1thout g word }} '
of explanation or self-criticism is' typical of Comrade Pablols methods., ’% '
With such methods, you cannot educate a revolutionary movement, you DR
oannot form organizations or even tendencies,

k" e o
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But what kind of "new policy" should ‘be worked out for our
movement in Europe? " Comrade. Pablg gives us His-revelation.in Sous ..
le Drapeau du Socialisme (No, 7-8) in connection.with a dithyraﬁbto~w~M¢£
criticism of André Gorz's book Néocapitalisme et” Stratégie Ouvriere.

This book is not without positive aspects. It seeks to find a R
"new road" for the European trade-union movement imprisoned in the R
traditional reformist ways of the organizations led by the Soclallst
and Communist parties. In this sense it is largely inspired by the
Belgian and Italian experiences, which have been partially insplred
by the revolutionary Marxist forces of these countries, Everything
that is worthwhile in this book, particularly on the necessity of
. formulating bold demands in the fields of leisure, culture, health,
education, taking into account the new habits acquired by the prole-
tariat during the period of full employment and the possibilities re-
sulting from the expansion.of the productive forces, has been sald
and re-said for years, not only in the Trétskyist press but in the
official; documents of our- sectlons and the International.
ST

NBut contrary to Gorz, he revolutlonary Marx1sts~-- and even
the centrlsts of the Belgian’ 'SP" and the Itallan CP --"know!that the
line of demarcadtion between "struccural reforms," desired and -sought
by neocgpitalism itself, :and genuine tran31tlonal demands ("anticaple-
talist stryctural reiorms " as they are called by “the left of ‘the ’
mass mOVement in Italy,. Belglum Great Britain):. is marked by workers!’
control and dua1 power on the factory and state level ‘if6 abstain
from raising the guestion of dual power;. to: present things as if
economic powez.- odulﬁ&be torn piece by plece from big capital within
the frame of the' bourgeois” statey~is: not working . out a "new ‘workers
strategy"; it is simply working out a nieoreformist line which-is :to
neooapitalism what classicail reformism is to tradltional capitalism.

of oonsciou ees already attalned by these left currents in the mass
movement, which iricludes thousands and thousands of workers, is sat-
isfied w1th completing Gorz by the "perspective of formirig a workers
government beginring radical strustural reforms," without raising the
question of workers control, natlonalizations, the chardeter of the
state, even dual’ power, thus bringing his modest.stone to the neore-~
formist building which the Khrushchevists are trying toéierect in the .
Eurigean workers movement therein to lock up the proletariat once
aga !

—Ff o Thus we' 'see that the rlghtist position of Comrade Pablo 1is
not limited t0 ‘the problems of the workers states’ "and the Sino-Sovist
conflict; 1t now extends to developments in the gapitalist states.,
And, as we have pointed cut, it stands in the way of working with the
~left currents in the colonial’ countries, since these currents are. .
generally pro~Ch1nese.

-
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The Qgestion of‘the International

Th;s rlghtist political line has its organizational extension;
in fact signifying the liquidatlon of the Fourth International, as we
shall %Be.\,s ‘ L ,

- Thus, from the premise that Khrushchev is essentially follow-
ing -a line ‘of supportlng the world revolution, which only a few
stupid leaders of poorly "de-Stalinized" PC's resist, he proposes that
Khrushcéhev should put pressure on them. Here is what Comrade Pablo
actually wrote to the Australian comrades. )

"But we can and should likewise demand [ ] that the USSR E’EH
suade (and not order, certainly) the different Communist parties at
are on fully opportunist courses to change their politics to conform
[sic] with that of the acts of the USSR." (The faction's Internal
Buiietln ‘No, -3;March 1964~ p. 19, Empha31s added ) S

. 'In the final analysis if in the USSR and in the Tp oplets
democracies" the “liberal"L(Khrushchevist) ‘wing goes along With the
political revolution, If%thts-w1ng can through pressure. (and. not
through orders!) lead the Gommunist partles in the" capitalist coun=-
tries to align their politics with the "revolutionary" course of this
w1ng, what becomes of .‘,ole ‘of the Fourth Internatlonal° What
would be its historicalrjustificatlonvif you add that 'in the sector
of the colonial countries, which he c¢laims to moriopolize, Comrade
Pablo's activities .are characterized .by .the practical abandonment of
any construction of an indigenoue Trotskylst organization, beginning
with Algeria? Merely reading Sousg le ‘Drapeau du Soclalisme is enough
to show that outsilde the ﬁraudulent use of the label "African Commise
sion of the Fourth International," the magazine never makes the least
effort to spread éven the 1dea of an organization.

-

. Still more, the indications noted above have been developed
in the discussion article, "It Is Time to See Clearly"; namely, the
idea 'of a mass International, not on the basis of a program, but on
the basis of grouping together all tendencies in quite a different
way than on the organizational principles of democratic centralism,
It is worth reproducing here some lengthy extracts so that Comrade
Pablo's new ideas on the question of the International will stand out
clearly'

"The rebulldlng of ideological unity in the ranks of the inter-
national workers! movement will take place from now on through the
reconstruction of a type of new democratic International, whose pro-
gramme must correspond to the new realities of our extraordinary cen=-
tury, and within which the right of free discussion and the right to
ideological tendencies will be acknowledged.

"Only a very high level of ideological education and of social-
ist democracy can achieve recovery of the organic unity of the inter-
national workers! movement, at present shattered under the harsh blows
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of the revolutionary reality of our time.

"It may be that the- present cr131s will be ‘revealed hlstori-

"eally as the one which finally prepared the coexistence of all cur-

"rents of the international communist movement inside a-single Commun=-
."ist Party in each country, with a democratic regime, and recogniging
: l”thﬁ rights of tendencies.

L

_"Fop. in fact, the progress of the :world revolution character-

) =“‘i:il,t:x.c of our time, in which must be rncluded the new revolutionary

development now prevailing in the USSR,-which expresses itself
globglly in 'destalinisation!, tends towards a reconciliation of view-

= points on some essential problems, while posing at the same time the
-~ need for a free discussion, conducted on.a.very high level, in order
~to find efficacious answers for some questlons new to the whole inter-
‘national communist movement, which are posed by the new realities of

the revolutionary world in which we liveP ("It Is Time to See Clear=:.
1y,"»September 27, 1963.) T

* "A commun;st movement in which this posSibility existed of
democratically working out the political line through discussion ,
could regroup all ‘the communis® tendencles. Those who excluded
themselves “would demdénstrate at the outset their’ sectarianism or
their Stalinism,- Given the events which the communist movement must
face it could not ‘avold following this road. Togliatti's text will
remain as .the one- that first openly expressed this, . There remains
the,form of this new communist international. Togliatti came out
against a,centralized organization. At the stage where the communist
movement 1s this is perhaps the only form, A centralized world party
cannot. really be Leninist unless its revolutionary politlcs, its pro-. -
foundly democratic regime accompanies centralism. Otherwise it's a B
matter of bureaucratic, authoritarian Stalinist cemtralism, In addi=-
tion, it will surely- not be useless to re-think the structure of the

communist movement. The presence in the same international of parties -

in power a long time, of parties in the capltalist countries, of par-
ties in power''in the- underdeveIOped countries, etec,, must probably
find new forms of organization," ("“The Testament of Togliatti "

Sous _1é Drapeau du Socialisme, No. 10, October 1964,) St

Comrade Pablo has left far behind the follow1ng conclusion in
his article "In Pralse of Trotskyism," an article which appears in ..
the light of his backsliding to have been an expression of an inter=-
nal conflict between hlS past and his present departure from Trotsky-;_;
ism, i . .

"We have succeeded in working out a tactic which takes:info
account the double necessity: to openly defend the complete line of

revolutionary Marxism, to struggle practically in the ranks where the

class is essentially active., . . . Such a concept, flexible, bold,
also diffieult,  of .our practical action, implies an internatlonal
organizationvof our tendency that is both highly political and dis-~
ciplined., We know that our International is not that of the masses,

Ll
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Nor can it be, as it now is, that of the masses of tomorrow. But 1t
is absolutely indispensable for the cohesion, the survival, the future
of the revolutionary Marxist tendency. It is thanks, in addition, to i
the firm voluntary discipline, resulting from a very high political
education and consciousness, that the spearhead of the revolutionary
Marxist tendency is felt in the combat and gives its militant physioge-
nomy to our movement." ("Eloge du Trotskyisme," ["In Praise of Trot-
skylsm"] Quatridme Internationale, Nov, 16, Tuly 1962.)

Today Comrade Pablo is a long way from the Fourth International
of "firm voluntary discipline." In his current documents there 1is no
more talk about the program of the Fourth International which must be
defended and enriched in order to serve the mass Fourth International
of tomorrow. .

The point of departure now is "the new realities of our extra—
ordinary century," the new problems faced by the workers! movement.
“Without any doubt, the current situation presents gigantic problems,
but it 1s not possible to solve them solely through. . . free discus=-
sion and the right of tendencies, Togliatti likewise talks about new
problems in order to call for new forms in the Communist movement;
but he does not limit himself to that, he also proposes, in a qulet -
but insidious way, a political reply to at least some of the new pro-
blems, a reply which is not even "rightist Communist," but revision-
ist, (It 1s impossible to imagine Bukharin or Brandler proposing to
transform the bourgeois state from within into a workers state.)
Wha't Togliatti does 1s in accordance, moreover, with what can be
calléd the classic pattern of the rev131onists in iIntroducing their
merchandise -- new problems have arisen and it is necessary to re-
think our policies.

: We have seen above that Comrade Pablo, too, proceeds to revise
the ‘Trotskylst political positions on many problems, forgetting what
our movement has defended and coming quite close on many points to
‘the Khrushchevist .or Titoist positions, In "It Is Time to See Clear=
Iy"'he eclaims that "the progress of the world revolution. . . tends
towards a. reconcilliation of viewpoints on some essential problems. , "
This is" manifestly false, The rise of the revolution has on the con=-
trary broken the monolithism and fostered a clash of diametrically
opposed points.of view, But the fact is that there was a reconcilia-
tion of the viewpolnts of Comrade Pablo with those of Khrushchev, the
Titoists, ‘Togliatti, not only against the positions of the Chinese
but above all against the majority of the Fourth International,

The Organizationsal Difference

Trotskylsts have never conducted an organlzatlonal struggle
separated from defense of thelr political program. They hafe always R
gilven priority to the political issues.. That is why Trotskyists have
never- combined with rightists against the Stalinists, :

Bct a struggle over organizational principles is also a'poli~
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tical struggle. And 1n this field, 'too, Comrade Pablo is revising
(Sous le Drapeau du Socialisme prefers ‘to say "re-thinking") the
organizational concepts of “Trotskyism; - It hay become a habit with
himto characterize the discipline which‘we appeal for within the
frame of democratic centralism as "formal," There is nothing "formal":
about our organizational..conceptsi:- They aré grounded in principles

qrand theory just asfmuchfae ‘the rest - of our program. They are an

}integral_part of our. fundemental prineiples, They constitute the

chapter ‘entitiéd, M"Leninist Theory of Organization." A difference
over, this théory,is just as "fundamental," has as little to do with
merely "formal"”questions, .88 a difference over the Leninist theory
of the state" or the Marxist ‘theory of value: 'That this difference

~shows - up id a#-“pattern of -action rather than in verbal positions does

not alter 1ts gravity ~- an entire tendency of the LSSP recently

- approved a coalition with a bourgeois government in practice while

still VQIcing the Leninist theory of the s‘ae.te.__~

_."}:H} ~, Sl

GA8 The school of Lenin and Trotsky does not play around with
party loyalty, with the International; 1t recognizes that only be-
trayals of historic sweep with regard to principles justifies split-
ting from the party or the International. 4s-long as sich a betrayal
has not occurred, any break, any split, 1is irresponsible and ineffec=-
tual, even if one's position is one hundred per-‘¢cent “correct, ' Because

the objective 1s not o_;{ to" be right but to incorporate this riggfness
in an organization capable of triumphing. And it is imposslble to

bulld an organization against a party to which the majority of the
revolutionary cadres remain attached precisely because it has not
betrayed the revolution (even if it may have committed some tactical
errors), _

-In defending the 1ntegrity of the organization, we are acting
not .only in the’interests of the Fourth International but also in the
interests of thé whole communist movement, One of the main struggles
that most certainly must be conducted against the Stalinist concept
of the party in this -movement 18 the struggle for the right of tenden-
cles, In:this struggle the bureaucracy raises the well-known argu-
ment: .. freedom td form tendencies leadd inevitably to splits., To
grant freedom'to form tendencies means installing a regime of perman-
ent splits. . o \ . _ Y

olds

acole must‘provide the practical proof ‘that it 1s possible to'
combline ccmplehe free’ discussicn within the movement, rights-of: the -
most ample kind for tendercies, with the necessary discipline in
action, We must provide the practical: proof ‘that the right of ten-
dencies has noﬁhin' 0. do with-the systematic organization of dis-
inhegrating factic Tbecause it presupposes in’ the final analysis =
thab. party: disciﬁline takes; precedénce over any "tendency discipline®;
it presmpposesild comndn effort in clarifying and building the party.

‘“..,v. .-

It is by our practical behavior that we must provide” the
demonstration.of“thHe correctness of éur.theses. The Fourth Inter-’
national, by demonstrating that it is possible to combine the right
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of tendenciles with disolpline in external activities,. will provide S
a thousand times more arguments in favor of freedom of tendencies: R

within the world Communist movement than a hundred articles written {,
in favor of*’ deHStalinization. ‘ D

vHere 1s our principle of organization: the minority, enjoying
all the demoeratic rights of a tendency during the period of discus-
sion and at Congresses adheres to the discipline of majority rule,
even when it is convinced that it is one hundred per cent right, as
long.as it agrees’that the International has not betrayed its prin-
ciples, that the hajority of the Trotskylst cadres are to be found
within the IAternational, without which it is impossible to forge the
neeessary instrument for the world revolution,

Comrade Pablo knows this principle as well as we do, He ap=
nlled 15 for years, with much greater strictness than we have displayed
today with régard to him, If he refuses to apply it from the moment
he finds himiself“in & minority, there are only two possible explana=-
tions; elther he 1s a cynical manipulator of people, belleving in no
prlnéiples, or he has in fact ceased to consider the cadres assembled
in-the  Fourth Internationa.' as essentially the forces necessary to
agsure. the triumph of revolutionary Marxism in che world workers!

movement, without which the trlumpi.oiwthe world revolution is more
than douéEf Ti'p : A . IREN

It is evidently the second hypothesis that gives us the key
to the- -mystery, Comrade Pablo has begun to seriously doubt not only
the value but even the utility of the Fourth International (the way
in which he repeatedly writes that "the Fourth International will not
be sble"to survive" except under such and such conditions, is quite
significant’'in this respect}). It is the logical and ultimate con-
cl&eion of“his views on de=Stalinization and on Khrushehev, His
wholé course 1s on this road. The extreme importance which he attaches
toi'béing able to address the public outside the International, even at
the ppice of vlolating all 1ts organizational principles, even at the
price of closing the possibility of speaking to the members within
the/iInternational, is the objective expression of this course._ ‘

In "re-thinking" the forms of organization, Comrade Pablo
offers a strange argument: In his hypothetical Internaticnal there .
would be parties at ‘different levels of development. But wasn't =~ "
this the case in the past? Especially in the first years of the
Third International? Is it possible to imagine the Marxist movement
remaining at the ‘same level of development in all countries for very
long? . Comrade Pablo's ;argument fuses with the arguments of the right—;
1atsrof the Italien:Communist party and ‘with that of the London Bureaq.
This: argument 6rly ‘Founds out the rightist direction of his politicul'
course, ‘ .

I is true that among hls arguments on this subjeot "he ad&s B
that ‘on the one hand a flexible application of democratic centralism
is required, and that on the other, at a time when we call for a
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