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THE WAR DANGER AND OUR TASKS

l. Three main features stand out in the development of the
world situation this past year: On the C plane, there is the
end of the boom in the United States, with this country as well as
the capitalist countries of Western Europe heading toward depression
conditions that characterized prewar capitalist economy, now that the
brief period of full employmeng is finished, On the plane of jnter-
nationsl relatiog;, there is the persistence of the "war-like peace"
and the "cold war" between the USCR ard the United States, interspersed
with attempts at a compromise, On the gocial plane, there is a tom-
porary ebb in the grecat struggles of the proletariat of Western Euroge‘
owing to the politics of attrition to which the workers have been ube.
Jected by the Stalinist leadership and also owing to the reclative '
strengthening of the bourgeoisie; at the same time, a new and more
powerful upsurge than ever ig in evidence in the s%ruggles of the
colonial peoples in the Far East and a new phase in thepolitiealizatim.
of the American masses is taking place, '

Economic Dovelopmenk
2, Stimulated principally by a favorable conjuncturo during the
war, and later by the conjuncture following immediately upon the

liquidation of the war, American industry cxperienced an upswing necver
before attained in the history of capitalism, :

Under the pressure of shortages created by the war in the United
States 1tself and in all the capitalist countries dependent upon its
aid, coupled with the world demand following the liquidation of the
conflict which no other capitalist country was in a position to satis-
fy cven as late as a year agoy the American capitalists appeared to
have a market for unlimited oxpansion, Corresponding to this period
of upswing the capitalist mechanism was speeded up to the point of
frenzy: there was a constant rigse in prices tending to stimulate
production stil} further, domestic credits and foreign loans expanded,
constant capital increased,

All these factors tended in the long run to haston the crisis and
depression, Constantly climbing prices gradually cxhaustcd the pure
chasing power of the American masses, above all that of wa o
earrers with fixed and frozen incomes, whilo part of the world demand
turned for the same reason toward markets other than that of America.

The relative rccovery of the capitalist countries of Western
Europey thanks to U.S, aid, began morecover to turn to the disadvantage
of the latter, The rosump%ion of Buropean production began to have
a detrimental offect upon a segment of American exports, as is already
the casc in Latin America, Canada, some colonial countries as well as
Western Europe itself,

3+ Already in 1948, which was still a ycar of record-breaking
American production and capitalist profits, there were advance signs
of a possible depregsion.
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Thesc signs began to multiply cspecially toward the end of 1948
and the beginning of 1949, denoting a fundamental shift from the pre=-
vious trcnds of the American economy: A prolonged and wide-spread
decline in farm prices within the framework of a more gencral price
dccline of consumer goods; a rapid increcase in unemployment which has
already passed beyond the "normal" ceiling of 3,000,000; an apprecia-
ble reduction in the growth of the productive apparatus (industrial
construction and e%uipment); decline in the building industryi dis-
appecarance of the "gray" market in steel, indicating the falling-off
of demand; reduction in the backelog of ﬁhe automobile industry,.

All these indiccs taken as a whole are characteristic of a condi-
tion of graduval saturation of the market and of the movement of capie-
talist cconomy toward depression and crisis: A price decline, limited
at first to gongumor goods because of a relative overproduction of the
latter in the face of the reduccd purchasing power of tho masscsy and
then extending gradually to prices of capital goods,

4, Left ta its own dynamics, such a process would incscapably
unlcash the chain rcaction of capitalist crisis: a more pronounced
general docline of all commodities, aceclcrated sprcad of unemployment,
busines failurcs, drying up of crcdits, The depression would then
extend into a general crisis, agriculturali %ndus{gial, commereial,

st world,

finaneialy cncompassing the entire capital

QWE Ve 10 _meansg a
attenuating and retarding

, til‘ .

Thanks to the extension of the armament poliecy and %o the finane
cing of cxports through the ECA and its projccted amplification into
a world recovery plan, Amcrican imperialism has tho possibility of
imposing a less spasmodic and less violent rhythm on the depression
which has begun, and thus delaying its transformation into a general
crisis of the 1929-33 typc. :

Armaments are alrcady absorbing more than one-third of the budget,
that 1s, sums greater than tho total cxports of the United States, and
such cxpenditures are constantly growing, Furthermore, the policy
grojccted by the "fourth point®™ of the Presidential addrcss, concerning

he development of tho "backward couvntrics," Latin America and morec

particularly Equatorial Africa and thc Far Bast, aims at funncling
into these territorics the surplus of inactive capital and goods of
the American cconomy, ‘

This meang that th at _of crisis which welghs cv more. h -
1ly uwpon America tendg to determine one and the same time dgvelope
ments leading fatall 0 yar ag well as = fap porec fiorec drive than
in the past for g oxclusivg domination of the world ma: by _Yankeg
imperdalism to the dotrimont of ¢ o othor capitallst poworgs.

5« The incipiont depression and the threat of a crisis are bound
. to aggravate to fever pitch all of the contradictions inhercent within
the most concentratod and the most highly developed capitalist regime,
that of the United States,
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With a rapidity and on a scale unparalleled in the history of
capitalism, American imperialism is plunging headlong through the
various stages: the militarization of economic and political 1life is
advancing with giant steps; its penetration of the world and its lead-
ing role in international relations at the head all capitalist
powers proceeds at a similar pace, Isolationist, provincial, unmili-
taristic, democratic America is fast becoming a pale memory, But this
spectacuiar rise, which becomes more evident with each passing day, is
taking place within a completely decaying capitalist world, The insta«
bility of the latter is thus aggravated and thereby the chances of
America's own stability are in the long run undermined,

The age=-old capitalist equilibrium rested on the division of
production and exchange between the various capitalist countries and
their colonies, and permitted a certain independent development to
each national economy and multilateral exchange, In its place, the
extension of Yankee imperialism introduces an evermore total seizure
of the world market for its own profit, and a growing dependence of
all the other economies upon its own economy, The incipient depression
and the threat of the erisis will aggravate this process in the extrems,

The capitalist countries which have recovered rclatively thanks to
American aid, are now all confronted with the problem of cxpanding their
markets in order to maintain and develop their increased production,
They will suffer not only from compctition among themselves, but above
all from American competition which will become ever more ruthless.

Furthermore, the application of the poliey implicit in Truman's
"fourth point" will mean the beginning of a decisive attack by Yankee
imperlalism upon the colonial domain which up till now has reomainecd
subject to exploitation by other capitalist countries, first and forcw
most in Africa, upon which British and French capitalism tend to depend
morc and more,

Thus, the advance of Yankee imperialigm, while offering it teme
porary expcdients to cushion the deprcssion and postponc its extension
into a general cerisis, is shaking up the wholc structure of the capi~
talist world and destroying the very foundations of its cquilibrium,
It 1s condemning the old cepitalist powers to an cxistonce without
perspectives and it 1s decveloping new capitalist forocs in the colow
nies which arc at a later stage bound to turn against it and thereby,
aggiavate st1ll further the gencral instability of the capitalist
systen,

6. The disproportion between Yankce imperialism and the other
capitalist powers, their depcndence upon its economy and their fear
of the power of the USSR -~ all these exclude for a whole period the
possibility of an inter-imperialist conflict beotween the USA and any
other rival capitalist power or bloc of capitalist powers.

On the other hand, the logic of the unfolding arms program, .. . °
coupled with the material interests which Yankee imperialism has in
Soviet morkets and in Zuropean and Asiatic zones under Soviet control--
a control which hampers its frce penetration in thesc domains --
pushes in the dircction of war against the USSR, '
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In its race to war Wall Street is pulling along behind it the
entire capitalist world. This is not only because of the inability of
the other countries to pursue an independent nolicy any longer and not
only because of their genuine fear of seeing Soviet domination extend
over Western Furope and Asia, but also because their economies
threatened by depression and devoid of any perspeetives will also find
an expedient way out in the growth of armaments and in the war itself.

Thus the general or;egt%tion of the capitalist world toward war

ab all a resgion its historic im f its need to
an _outlet for the productive forces, which are thrzatepned with
iation, in the domain o ments and in the war itself, This

2 i11 be§ome reinforced to the extent that the world depression

przads and all attempts to maintain the functioning of the capitalist

¢oncmy through the normal growth of production_and exchange prove to
be ii%

usorv,

——

i
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International Relationg

7. International relations continue to be characterized by the
continuing "cold war" between the USA and the USSR. Neither of these
two blocs has succeeded in changing the ralationship of forces in its
own favor to any aporeciable dzgree.

Faced with the successes of the Kremlin in the Far East, particu-
larly in China, and with the Kremlin's tighter hold upon the European
countries under its control, American imperialism has been obliged to
modify 1ts own strategic plan and to concentrate all its efforts main-
ly on the organization and domination of Western Europe.

Th2 policy of the Kremlin has chalked up some successes in ex-
ploiting for its own ends thz colonial movements in the Far Rast which,
in Burma, in the Malay peninsula, in the Viat Nam, in Indonesia and
above all in China have succeeded in upsatting the century-old posi-
tions of imperialism. On the other hand, and particularly after the
op=an conflict hatween the Cominform and Belgrade, th2 Kramlin has con-'
centrated on the task of tightening its volitical, 2conomic and
ldzological control over tha countrics of tha East Buropean "buffar"
zone, accelerating the process of their structural assimilation and of
their evar more completz integration within its orbit.

American imperialism, for its nart, has concentratzd on con-. -
solidating its hold on W:stern Eurove and particularlv Wastern Germany

The HMarshall Plan served U.S. inperialism to prevent any new
dislocations of capitalist econony in Yestern Europe and to pernit
the latter to rccover relatively., Cushioned by this aid and by its
effects on the econonic plane, the bourgeoisie of the "estern European
countries has been able, particularly in France and in Italy, to
resist the assault of the masses, aroused to action by the increasing
pressure on thelr living standards consequent upon the inflation which
. has accommanied ccononice revival in these countries, The essential
cause of this resistance by the bourgecisie, is due nevertheless to
the Stalinist leadership of the working class moverent in these
countries, to its trecacherous policy which has split the unity of the
workers? %yont and has led to an ever greater isolation of the van-
guard, This -axplains why the bourgeoisie was able to pass from the
purely economic to the military stage of the larshall Plan (Ltlantic
Pact) without fearing a major sceial erisis,
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This whole development can be summarized as follows: While in
the Far East the relationshir of gocial forces evolved against the
bourgeoisie, in Western Europe they evolved in its favor.

But the main sucecess of American imperialism has unquestionably
been the ecdononic revival of Western Germany and its remaining in
Berlin up to the presenty by means of the "Air Lift,"

A relative stabilizaticn of Western Europe, including Germany and
England, linked militarily to the United States which ig rearning ine
tensively as at present envisaged by the Atlantic Pact, within which
the advanced bastion of Norway is to be incorporated, will weigh far
more decisively in the scales of international forces than all the
successes achicved by the Kremlin in Asia and in the "buffer® zone,

and for a whole period of years at that,

8. This consideration explains the efforts now being exerted by
the Kremlin to prevent the establishnent of a Western German state
and against the Atlantie Pact,

The "pcace offensives" are not merely propagande weapens aimed
against Wall Strect and Viestern capitalisnm, but actual attenpts to
arrive at a2 dcal with imperialisn,

The latter is still rcjecting a deal because it belicves that
tine 1s working in its favor and that in a short while, its trumps --
Anmerican rearmanment and the organization of a Western Europe including
Gernany -- can fundanentally change the present relationship of forces
in its favor, :

9. Such velopnent wou ¢ feasi con ¢
recover f thc count f Vestor ) cou th-

Iecovery of tho countricg of Western Europe could bae maintaiped, with
out g depression overcoming these cgungr;eé an% difiggténf tgeé;
capaelty for registance and for effcetive coord € t

cifortg, under the blows of a new wavg of nass actiong and anid a
revival of their own rivalrieg.

Such 2 developnent also presupposcs that the efforts to integrate
Germany == once bgain a major chess piecc -- in Western Europe and in
the Atlantic Pact will sueccced,

But cgrecrent hos still far from been reached between the inperi-
alist-occupying powers and the German bourgcoisie concerning the con-
stitution of this country, The inter-imperialist rivalries are grow=-
ing sharper in the sare neasurc as capitolist Gernany rccovers,
Britain sces in Gernany her nmain conpetitor, threcatening to disrupt
her own reccovery, which is based on an intensive export drive and the
conquest of new rarkets,

France foars Germany's econonic power as well as the rcconstruc-
tion of a contralized state which will inmediately challenge her load=-
ing role in Western Europe and which, through a shift in alliances,
which arc always possible in the futurc, could rienace her nortally
once again,

American imperielism itsclf is obliged to take into account
British and French recactions as well as its own interests which require
a resurgent Gernmany, but under Ancrican ccononic and political control
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The Gernan bourgecisic nancuvers cmid these inter-imporialist antagon-

ispms in order to cxtort the maximum advantage for itsclf and to shake
itsclf frece from the occupying powers,

0. Inr

call 0 e revolutions action of the German
magses i3 capable of foiling both the plang of the occupying powers
as well as DS O e ma 0 panls a8 erapb deprlive M-
perialism of its main base in cop antal Europe, On hereb :
the whole imperialist stranglehold on the con ent be broken and the

whule system of imperis ons_thoroug -disorganlzed

. The battle for Germany, like the battle for all of Western Europe
can bhe won only on the plane of revolutionary mass action for the con-
quest of power.

The Kremlin, which is seeking to win this battle on the plane of
diplomatic or military maneuvers and whos2 past and present policy has
deprived it of the only real ally, the German masses, is in reality
compromising its own chances of success as well as those of an effec-
tive defense of the USSR,

The development of a powerful indepandent revolutionary movement
in Germany and generally in the countries of Western Europe is the only
guarantee for beating back the war plans of imperialism, to the extent
that th2se plans are actually based upon the economic, military and
strategic support of Western Europe.

Such a movement, on the other hand, would acczlerate the growth
of centrifugal tendencies in the Stalinist camp inside the USSR and
in the "buffer" countries and favor their progressive oricentation in a
revolutionary diraction.

The Development of the Sgcial Strugglesg

11, The Marshall Plan and the rrnlative economic recovery of
Western Turope have not bzen able to prevent great struggles by the
proletariat of thess countries, particularly in France and Italy,.
For, the capitalist recovery has bsen baszd on inersased living costs
and growing inflation, while wages have bzen frozen everywhere.

In- England, despite an appreciable increase in the cost of 1liv-
ing, the wage freeze and the still severe food rationing, the discon-
tent of the workars has not been manifest2d in great struggles by the
British proletariat becausec of the existence of a Labor Government in
which th: workers still have confidance, and because of the experience

they still intend to follow through with its "socialist" policy and
program,

In order to overcomz this dilatory attitude, it is not sufficient
for the living conditions of thc masses to grow worse; a revolutionary
tendency must arise in the British labor movement capable of exposing
the false character of the Labor Party program; capable of submitting
cach of 1its steps to devastating criticism and of counterposing to it
other measures that are clear and convincing to the masses.

In Garmany, the monzatary reform and the economic revival have re-
established monay values and purchasing possibilities in a market
becoming hetter stocked with goods. Thereby, industrial struggles of
the proletariat have been stimulated.
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But it is especially in France and in Italy that we have witnes-
sed large-scale struggles of the proletariat often going beyond the
strict 1limits of the purely economic and industrial struggles. These
struggles have, however, undergone a decline, owing to the adoption
by tha Stalinists in these two countries of a policy of "revolving
. strikes,”" that is, partial combats to harass the bourgeolsie, with a
view to disorganizing its recovery efforts and of exercising precssure
upon it to maks a deal with the Kramlin.

This policy of draining the revolutionary energy of the masses
amid conditions which make possible an effective general struggle, has
in reality served to reinforce thz offensive of the bourgeoisie and to
push part of the petty bourgeoisie toward the extreme right, particu-
larly in Francz (de Gaulle).

The deprazssion which at present appzars to be striking onz after
another of the Western European countries, manifesting itself by a
growth of unemployment (which has already passed the 4000,000 mark)
while the 1living costs still show no important tendency to decline,
opens up new pcrspectives for a renewal of workers' struggles.,

12. The decline of the great workers' struggles in Western
Europe has bz2n accompanied in the United States by a new awakening of
the Amarican proletariat, and particularly by a new surge -- still con-
fused and contradictory -- of its political consciousness.

For more than a year the American bourgeoisie had been conducting
an uninterrupted offensives against the proletariat. This offensive
appeared headed for its culmination with the expected victory of the
lepublicans. The unexpected victory of Truman was made possible by
the mass turnout of the workers in the elections. This has lent to
this victory a pracise mcanings for the first time in its history, the
American prolstariat has intervened as a class in order to influence
polities in the United States and to express, in a still distorted
fashion to be sure, its opposition to th: anti-labor, anti-Negro and
warumongering policy of the Wall Straet monopolists, The dynamics of
this vote will express itself in an inevitable advance of the American
proletariat during the months and years ahead, toward more advanced
political positions and toward the creation of a labor party.

However, more than anything e¢ls2, the incipient depression begun
in thls country, the fact that the ascanding ecurvz of American post-
war economy has passed its peak, will tond to revolutionize the entire
dsvelopment of th: Amecrican nroietariat.

It has bsen possible up to now to combinec the "Fair Deal" policy
with the arms program of American impzrialism only owing to the favor-
abls conjuncturz of th> boom and of capitalist super-profits.

The inciplent depression will put an end to this and make neczs-
sary an ever more obvious attack upon the standard of living of the
masses in order to permit th: pursuit and development of the arms
program, .

Th2 revolutionary party in the United States will play a ma jor
role, and at the same time, a rols decisive for its own future, Break-
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ing with every conservative fetter reflecting the previously slow and
gradual development, it will have to boldly inject itself into the
dynamics of tha new situation being created in the United States, 1in
order to utilize thoroughly cvery shift, csvery movament, every revolu-~
tionary potentiality of the masses.

13. boye al the colonial sphere continuss to experience the
mos rofound turmoil and to revolutionizz the dvnamic f tha ent

world situation.

Ever since the war, we have witnessed a weakening of the positions
of imperialism in these regions, particularly acceleratzd last year,
with immense immediate and future consequences for the world socialist
revolution.

Under the blows of the powerful mass movaments, and faced with
the enfz2eblement of its cconomic and military means as a result of the
war, imparialism has sean itself condemn2d to defeat or retrazat in the
Viet Nam, Indonesla, Burma, Malaya and, above all, China. i

Thz efforts expended by imperialism to maintain its foothold in
thase territories are exhausting it without any sign of a dzcisive
success. Even India is able to profit from British impotences to spur
the independent riss of its own bourgcoisic.

The vast massas of Asia have entered a movement which is brzaking

the imperialist hold upon them. These developments undermine aboye
all any ba for eriou habilitati of the old imperiali
England 1land

in the long run, they under-

2 em by destroying the old division of
production and exchange batween the metropolitan countries, buyers of
raw materials and producers of industrial goods, and the colonial
countries, producers of raw materials and buyers of industrial goods,

On the other hand, the weakening of the imperialist grip upon
these countrizs, in the form of dir:ct domination, raises the colon-
ial revolution to higher plans since it throws the worker and peasant
masses into dirgct struggle against thc native bourgeoisie. The
mechanics of the permanent revolution are at prasent devzloping in
full fercc throughout these countriss and onlv a policy inspired by a
theoretical understanding of the permanent revolution can assure the
definitlve victory to the colonial mngses.

14, Aided by its "left" turn, Stalinism has profitzd from the
present colonial movements in order to extend its influence and in-
crease 1ts pressure upon imperialism with a view to a deal, Nowhere,
however, neither in the Viet Nam nor in China, have the Stalinists
broken with their opportunist policy toward imporialism and the
native bourgeoisie. They do not place themselves at the head of the
reasant and worker masses to struggle for the complete independence
of these countries, nor to orient the .class struggle toward the
socialist revolution and the dictatorship of the workers in alliance
with the pecasants. '

Our sections have the duty of unmasking the incorrigible oppor-
tunist character of Stalinist policy and of demonstrating to the
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masses, the colonial masses in particular, that Stalinism does not at
all aim at liberation from the yoke of imperialism and of native re-
action, but at exploiting their movements for the exclusive benefit
of the Soviet bursaucracy and its world policy.

Qur Tasks

15. Our policy in the immediate future must take into account
the new economic situation unfolding in the capitalist world, the war
preparations and the persistent tension between USSR and USA, amid
the rising militaney of the colonial masses and particularly those of
the Far Fast, as well as the evolution of the American proletariat.,

Our fundamental task 1s to instill in the masses as deeply as
possible the idea that war is inevitable unless they abolish the
capitalist system. That peace depends upon their organized resistance,
clearly oriented toward seizure of power. That in actuality the only
effective struggle against war is the constant, daily struggle against
capitalism and impsrialism exclusively from the standpoint of the
proletarian revolution, of its victory and extension. From this point
of view, we denounce the theses put forward by reformists, centrists
and Stalinists to justify their politics.

Reformism has with rare exceptions (Italian SP), once again
chosen the camp of the bourgeoisie and of imperialism against the
USSR. The "Third Force" has proven on every occasion to be alligned
with imperialism and the bourgeoisie against the USSR and the Commun-
ist parties.

This policy has a twofold effect. It serves the bourgeoisie by
permitting in the end an attack against the working class as a whole,
and the preparation of a new war under th: customary "ideological®
camouflage of "democracy," along with the perpetration of thair im-
perialist robber operations against the colonial people now in revolt
in Indon=sia, Viet Nam, Malaya, Burma. On tha otger hand, far from
undermining the Stalinist positions among ths pro¥starian ahd colon-
ial masses, this policy actually tiss the masses to Stalinism and
wipes out in thair eyes the Stalinist treacharies.

The wholz gamut of centrists, relatively limited and not very im-
pertant, containing such heterogeneous elements as the French RDR, the
Spanish POUM, Shachtman in the U.S., etec., while danouncing the war
preparations of ths bourgeoisie, in pract{ce tends to direct its ,
principal fire against the USSR and the Communist parties and places
imperialism and the USSR on the same level as regards the forces push-
ing towards war.

The postwar expansion of the USSR over part of Europe, made pos=-
sible exclusively by the dislocation of the capitalist regime in
thess countries, by the upsurge of the masses and the entry of the Red
Army, contains in their eyes the same imveriaglist content as the
policy of expansion of.the capitalist powers. Our movement rejects
these confusionist inferesnces. Impoerialism is irresistibly impelled
toward war by its very economic functioning, its contradictions, the
historic impasse in which it finds itsclf more and more antangled.
The 1nitiative in preparations for the new war rests with it and it
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will inevitably push thess preparations to the outbreak of a new con-
flict if the extension of th2 socialist revolution does not prevent
it. The 2conomy of the USSR and of the countrizss under its control
<an have an entirely different orientation than Amarican economy and
capitalist economy, in general, which in order to survive is oriented
toward tha expansion of armaments.

For impsrialism the war will be nothing clse but the means of
temporarily escaping from the impassc. in which it has bzen trapped by
i1ts contradictions. 3ut for the USSR and for the countries under its
control it will mean arresting their efforts at reconstruction and fur-
ther development, .

Not to explain to the masses the different social nature of the
cxisting foreces and the profound causes impelling them to war, means
objectively to serve imperialism and reaection.

W2 denounce and shall continua to dznounce Stalinist policy
which (a) serves the intarasts of the Soviet bursaucracy and not those
of the proletariat and of the colonial masses; (b) seecks to conjure
away thz threat of war by opportunist and confusionist moans and hine
der a genuine class orientation for the struggle of th: masses.

Stalinism aids the preparation and the outbreak of war to the ex-
tant that 1its absolutz police regimes in the USSR and in the countries
under 1ts control sets the masses against ths USSR, demoralizes, dis-
orlents them and permits impsrialism and the bourgeoisie to use
"l1deolegical” justifications which they utilize for the war they are
preparing against the USSR, Also, to the extont that its general
pelicy, dictated by the narrow interasts of the Soviet bureaucracy,
exploits the mass movements not in order to orient them toward ob-
Jectives of the world socialist ravolution, but to exercise pressure
upon imperialism and the bourgeoisiz for a deal with the Kremlin, or,
in places where the advanced disintagration of the capitalist regime
and the mass movement h21d in rein by ths Stalinists permit it, to
establish the vower of tho burcaucracy and not that of the masses,

Stalinism is incapable of welding the massas into a single front
against the war ‘because its propaganda for tho d2fanse of the "social-
ist fathorland" of the USSR and of the countries of the "people's
democracies" 1s based upon lies concerning th: real regime in these
countries and bocause its whole past and present policy does not give
the masses a class oriaentation inspiring confidence and raising thair
political consciousness. Stalinism consists of right and left
maneuvers corresponding to the da2velopmant of rz2lations betwsen the
Kromlin and imperialism, In ths last analysis even today, dz2spite the
scope of 1its "left" turn, which is explalnable only by the rafusal up
to now of imperialism and the bourgeoisie to make a deal with the
Kramlin, its whole policy is subordinated not to the interests of a
consistent struggle for the aims of the prolatarian revolution. but
to a demagogic, opvortunist and occasionally adventuristic expioita-
tion of all possibilities to swell mass movements in order to exert
maximum pressure on impirialism and tha bourgeoisiz., For example,
there arz the "peace offensivas" launched from time to time by the
Kremlin and supported by the "peaces campaigns" of the Stalinist par-
tiss, which sow the illusion that "peace" can be guaranteed
by reinfereing the UNO by on orrcoient  hotvocn  €ho Wiig Ty
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(USSR-USA), or by the application of the Potsdan agrcenent, or by
the joint cxploitation of Gerrany, or by "naticnal sovereignty," --
all objectives for which they wan% to nobilize the nasses to the
detrinent of their real struggle against capitalisn, the only
cffeetive struczle against war,

Ultimately this policy leads to 2 domoralization and defeat of
the masssg, that 1s, to a situation in whi the main obstacle to the
capitali d 2 toward wa e rovolutiona agsigtance of the
masse will be eliminatad 29 K nfl made posS-

sible,

16, The Fourth International delimits itself rigidly from all
other tendenciss in th: labor movement in the struggle against war
(a) by laying bar: the contradictions of imperialism at its present
stage, and of Yankee imperialism in particular, which is pushing to=-
ward the praparation and launching of the war; (b) by demonstrating
that the general world policy of Stalinism, subordinated to the inter-
ests of the Kremlin, prevents a firm and consistent class-orientation
of the mass struggles and locads to their damoralization and defeat;
(¢) by demonstrating that the political regime of the Soviet bureau-
cracy and its agents in the "people's democracies" helps the anti-
Soviet and antl-Communist campaign of imperialism and deprives these
countries of the conscious support of ths masses; (d) by demonstrating
that the policy of tha "Third Force" of reformism is camouflage for a
permanent alignment with imperialism and the bourgeoisie; (e) by
demonstrating that the policy of the centrists, in tending to identify
the "imperialist" policy of the USSR with that of ca italism, objec=~
tively serves the war preparations of the latter; (fg by demonstrating
that all "peace movamants™ of centrist'inspiration (a la Gary Davis)
or of Stalinist inspiration (Pzace Congresses) which camouflage the
real forces driving to war and which aim to gather "all man of good
will" in a united front without a class program and to the detriment
of a genulne struggle against capitalism and imporialism, are confu-
sionist attempts, despite the progressive desires which may animate
the masses they attract, and thercfore oblige revolutionists to work
in such movcments for the purposs of penetrating them with their revo=~
lutionary line and oricntation.

17. Thc Fourth International conceives of the struggle against
war as organically linked with the daily and independent struggle of
the masses against capitalism and impsrialism, a struggle oriesnted to=-
ward the objectives of the socialist revolution and thc assumption of
power in the world.

Proceeding from the most e~lamentary demands of the prolestarian
and colonial masses, the sections of the Fourth International have the
task of extending and ocoordinating partial strike movements, of rais-
ing them to a higher leovel and of dzmonstrating in the course of these
struggles that the genuine means of dafeating the projected war is to
maintain, extend and conduct to the very end the struggle against
capitalism and imperialism in each country.

The organization of 2 powerful ravolutionary movement opposed to
--reformism and Stalinism in Western Europe and in the United States,
¥111 be the main obstacle in tha coming y=ars to the unleashing of the
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war, and will at the same time deal decisive blows to the Stalinist
regime by accelerating the process of differentiation and of revolu=-
tionary reorientation in this camp as well.

On the other hand, the development of such a movemaent will find
evaer more powerful support in the successes of the libarating struggle
of the colonial masses which are undermining decisively the metropoli-
tan powers. ‘

18. Our movement, in Western Europe in particular, will counter-
pese to the plans of American imperialism and its "ideologists," to
the Marshall Plan, the Atlantic Pact, the Churchillian United States
of Europe, etc., -- its own class solution, namely: Planned European
economy, iinking Western Turopean economy organically with the Eastern
European economy and rejecting the untenable idea of an independent
organization of Western Europe alone; demonstrating that this rational
planning of European economy can be accomplished only within the frame-
work of the Socialist United States of Europe; oprosing to the plan-
ning exclusively for the profit of the Soviet bureaucracy and of the
parties holding power in the "people's democracies" -- planning for
the masses and by the masses effeetively organized as a class control-
ling and managing state production; orienting the daily struggle of
the masses 1in these countries, beginning with their most elementary
demands, toward the assumption of power; arousing them ever more firm-
ly against the war plans and preparations of the bourgeoisie, against
the growth of armaments, against the military budgets, against the
extension of military service, against every form and every movement
preparing ideologically for the new war; and finally, thereby making
impossible thz effective mobilization of the masses by the bourgeoisie
for this war, '
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THT EVOLUTION OF THE BUFFTR COUNTRIES

1. Important changes have taken place in Eastern Europe during
the year 1 o The nationalization of industry, of the banking sys-
tem, of communications and transport, have been practically completed
in ﬁulgaria, in Yugoslavia, and in Czechoslovakiaj; it is on the road

to completion in Poland and in Hungary, and it has had a big start in
Rumania. Wholesale trade is equally on the road to statification in
.most of these countries. Only retail trade and agriculture remain as
yet largely in the hands of private proprietors. The development of
the cooperative system in these two spheres has been more and more
removed from the influence of bourgeoils clements following increased
state intervention, but it continues to operate within the framework
of small capitalist production. Finally, foreign trade, which is car-
ried on mostly by state firms, continues to depend largely on rela-
tions with the so-called Western countries, among which Great Britain
tends to substitute for the United States as the most important sup-
plier and customer. This applies particularly to the more advanced
buffer countries (Poland, Czechoslovakia, Hungary). The development
of Finland and the Soviet-occupied zones of Germany and Austria, which
are also part of the "strategic buffer" of the USSR, has nevertheless
been profoundly different from that of the other bu%fer countries,

and must be treated separately.

2, To the econonic changes rmentioncd cbove correspond a whole
series of political and ideological chonges which are very signifi-
cant, The last political cpposition partiecs have been elininated in
all these countries (cnce nore excepting Finland and the occupied
zonas of Gernmany and Austria, with their separate development), The
siquidation of the independent Social Denocracy has been ccncluded
with the fusion of the PPS and the PPR:in Poland, The last fow
months have becn marked by an attack against all the churches indc-
peindent of the state, the only remaining conters of a potential
r2llying of the political opposition, The totalitarianization of
social 1life has becn completcy depriving in the first place the pro-
letariaty thc only class which has rctzined 2 ninimun of social
coheslion in these countries in the proccss of transformatiocn, of all
possibility of expression for its cares and intcrests., At the sane
time the Stalinist perty has mede an ideclcgical turn, W¥hile in the
past the buffer countrics were characterized zs transitional between
"capitalisn" and "socialism" they now characterize the states as
well as the cconomy of these countries as "soeinlist," This ideolog-
ical turn heos been consunmated by the new thesis which identifies
the regine of the "popular denmceracy" with the "dictatorship of the
proletar’at," in flagrant contradiction to all the past affirmetions,

At the same time, the social contradictions, violently sup-
pressed by the Stalinist dictatorship, have begun to cxpress themsclwes
cven inside the Stalinist partics, thus creating the rost serious
dangers both for the monolithic system of international Stalinism
(relations with the Kremlin) as well as for that of the different
Stalinist partics in the buffer countries., The absclutist and bur-
eaucratic methods, as well as the fundancntal cricntation of the
Soviet burcaneracy, trampling upon the nost imrediate intercsts of
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the masses and of the economy of the buffer zone to its own advantage,
have provoked such a tension inside the Stalinist apparatus itselfr,
that the Kremlin has been forced to resort to preventive action (Tito)
or to terrorism against the leading elements of the buffer zone
apparatus (Xocey Kostov).

This crisis of Stalinism must inevitably extend and deepen
inasmuch as the economic, social and national contradietions in the
buffer zone are sharpened and as the Kremlin attempts to impose ,
everywhere its absélute and direct control over the Communist Parties,

1, The 3ta in the Evolution of the Buffer Countrie

3. As indicated in the theses on the US%B ag%,Sta%igism adopted
by the Second World Congress of the Fourth Internationa s the parti-
cular sitvation of the buffer countries resulted from a series of
particuvlar historical developments in these countries,

2, The enfeeblement (Finland, Rumania, Hungary, Bulgaria)
or the virtual disappearance (Poland, Yugoslavia, Czechosiovakia) of
the former rossessing classes and the collapse of their state appara-
tus during the war, the military defeats, the Nazl occupation, the
guerrilla vwars, the Russian occupation, etec,

e The decisive economic, political and military weight
attained hy +the USSR in these countries following its military victor=-
ies.

¢, The revolutionary upsurge which developed in some of
these countries parallel with the conclusion of the war (Yugoslavia,
Poland, Czechoslovakia, Bulgaria),

G. The canalization (Yugoslavia, Bulgaria) or the strange
ulation (Polancd, Czechoslovakia) of this upsurge by the Russian army
or by the native Stalinist parties or by a corbination of the two,

The decisive factor which permitted the evolution of the buffer
countries to be what it was, was the non-intervention of the imperial-
ists in these countries, who practically abandoned their extremely
weakened bhourgeoisie to the erushing political and military superior-
ity of the Stalinist bureaucracy. Only this non-intervention explains
why the resistance of the dying propertied classes in these countries
could up to now be liguidated step by step by the Stalinists through
"cold" means, without any broad mobilization of the masses being
required. Tut this non-intervention of the imperialists is in turn
a result of a definite hiatoriecal conjuncture:

a, From 1944 to 1946 it corresponded to the accords of
Teheran, Yalta and Potsdam, and constituted the price which -world
imporialis: paid Stalin for crushing the German proletariat and for
his active aid in strangling the insurgent Greek and Italian movements
as well as for his aid in the reconstruction of the capitalist states.
and economics of ‘all the countries on the continent outside the
buffer covntries,

b, From 1947 to 1949, it corresponded to the relationship
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of military and political forces in the "cold war" as it appeared on
the European continent, that is, especially to the crushing superior=
ity of the Russian army over all the other armed forces in Europe,

to the permanent instability of the capitalist regime outside the
buffer countries (strikes and constant disturbances, etec.), which made
completely illusory and materially impossible any direct intervention
in favor of the disappearing bourgeoisie of the buffer zone.

4, In the framework of this concrete historical conjuncture,
the policy of the Soviet bureaucracy and of the Stalinist parties in
the buffer countries likewise passes through two distinct stages:

a, The first stage which lastcd up to the end of 1947
during which the Stalinist burecaucracy sought above all an empirlcal
solution to the immediate problemg, During this period, the accent

of thils policy was placed on the utilization of the resources of the
buffer countrics in order to attenuate as much as possible the effects
of the reconversion crisis in the USSR itself, This is why, on the

one handy a whole series of measurcs were carried out for the exploi-
tation of these countries for the profit of the Sovict burcaucracy
(armistice agrcements, treaties, rcparations, seizure of the former
German properties, mixed corporations, commercial trecatics with prc-
ferential tarirfs, etc,). And, on tho other hand, cach one of these
countries was more or less left to itself as far as its own immediate
problems of cconomic reconstruction are concerncd. During this period,
the bourgeoisie gencrally retained strong ccanomic positions, if not
prcdominant ones, in all these countries with thc exception of Yugow
slavia, The nationalizations were limitcd to cnterpriscs seized by
the workers at the end of the war, and which remained without legal
proprietors, This stage can be characterized as an effort by the
Stalinist burcauvcracy and the native Stalinist parties, to utilize

the capitalist production relations for their own profits,

b, The sccond stage commenced when the Stalinist ban on
the participation of these countries in the Marshall Plan took form,
but developed more fully only at the beginning of 1948, During this
stage, which incidentally marked the solution of the most dangerous
immediate problems for post-war Sovict cconomy, the policy of the
Soviet burcaucracy in the buffer zone consisted esscntially of con-
solldating its prcdominant position in these countrics on 2 long-term
basis,y counteracting the cfforts of American imperialism to push
it back into its own orbit, Within the framework of this new orien-~
tation of the Sovict burcaucracy arec included, above all: Thc liqui-
dation of the strong positions of the native bourgeoisie in industry
and commercej; the initiation of an coffort for the cconomic development
and industrialization of these countrics in a "planned" manncr; the
limitation of the Rulaks' grip on agriculture, Necverthcless, this
new oricntation of the Soviet burcaucracy could not eliminate from
the cconomies of the buffer countrics the structural difficultics of
planning, which recsulted from the Stalinist policy in the previous
stage: The cxistence of a Soviet mortgage on the cconomics of these
countricsj the narrow national limits in which they rcmain encloscds
the capitalist character of agriculturc; the apathy and often the
passive hostility of the prolctariat towards the burcaucratic "plan-
- ning" cffortsy cte, This is why "planning" rctains its hybrid charac-
ter and differs as yct structurally, in a fundamental way, from Sovict
planning, which is itself the bureavcratic deformation of real sociale
ist planning,
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Thesc variations in thc politics of the burcaucracy do not cor-
respond only to changes in the objeetive situation, Bureaucratic ocm-
piricism rcflecets, under the mask of immediate worrics, the absence
of historical perspectives and the impossibility of adopting a funda=-
mental orientation, This in turn corresponds to the concrete rela-
tionship between the bureaucracy, the bourgeoisie, and the proletar- -
iat, Because it wanted first of all to strangle all possibility of a
proletarian revolutiony 1t was led to conclude a temporary compromise
with the bouvrgeoisiej; because its privileges are historically incom-
patible with the maintenance of the capitalist regime, it had to take
the course of gradual and bureaucratic "liquidation" of the capitalist
forces in the buffer zone,

5. Just as in the first stage the Soviet bureaucracy was led to
conclude empirically that a step-by-step integration of the buffer
countries with its own economic system is impossible as long as a
slzeable cconomic power of the native bourgeoisie remains, so the
bureavcracy is now beginning to understand from its sad experiences
every day, that this same kind of integration remains impossible withe
. out eliminating the structural barriers which the bureaucracy itself

put up against all genuine planning in the economies of these coun-
tries, ,

The experience of the Tito split has served as an example of the
danger of the Stalinist partieg in power in the buffer countries be=-
coming the transmission agents of the contradictory social forces
wnich develop as a consequence of the growing economic difficulties,
The danger of growing imperialist pressure with the conclusion of the
first stage of the Marshall Plan, the relative recovery of Western
German industry, American rearmament, etec,, have had the same effect,
Thus a third stage in the evolution of Stalinist policy towards the
buffer countries takes form, This is ¢haracterized up to now by the
following signs: :

, a, Measures of growing economic coordination betwecen the
different countries, measures which have culminated in the constitu-
tion of a Council of Mutual Aid and which appear to develop in the
direction of a pool of available resources for exports and of a
Customs Union,

be The first measures to abolish or lighten the Russian
mortgage on the economy of these countrics (sale to Bulgaria of Ger-
man goods seized by the USSR in l9hh; reduction of Hungarian, Rumane
ian and Bulgarian recparations; granting of gold and currcncy credits
to Poland and Czechoslovakia, ete,), ‘

These measures only indicate the possibility of a new stage of
Stalinist policy in relation to the buffer countries, however, and
cannot by themselves, or by mcans of thec plans outlined up to the
present and which are scheduled up to 1952, modify fundamentally the
structural obstacles to "planning" in the buffer zone, even within
the limits of Sovict planning,

IT, The Social Nature of the Buffer Countries

6. From the forcgoing, it can be deduced that the buffer coun=-
tries -=- aside from Finland and thc Sovict-ocecupicd zoncs in Germany
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and Austrla -- constitute today a unique type of hybrid transitional
society in the process of transformation, with fcaturcs that are as
yet so fluid and lacking precision, that it is cxtremely difficult to
summarize its fundamental nature in a c¢oncise formula,

The most exact definition that ean be given of the social nature
of thesc countries is a definition by deseription. These countries
appear to haveo a society in which:

a, The transition between capitalism and Sovict society
has rosulted not from a proletarian revolution, but from a military-
political ovorturn which eliminatod the big bourgcoisic and tho bulk
of the middle bourgeoisicj

b, capitalist survival subsists only in smell industry
and in commerce

¢, agriculture rcmains capitalist in property rolations
(no nationalization of land) as well as in the dominant mode of ox-
ploitation (small private property); '

d, foreign trade, a state monopoly in fact if not in law,
cannot frec itsclf from the pressure and the attractive foreco of the
world capitalist market, as a consequence of on insufficient material
bege for cven burcaucratic planning, in cach onc of thesec countricss

c. beside the peasantry, a germinator of capitalist foreos,
there is a proletariat which has hod no important part in the erystal-
lization of the new social situation and which for this reason has no
important subjective tics with the present state, oxcept in Yugoslaviaj

fo tho formotion of a notive burcaucratic layer around the
PC burcaucracy in power, with some rarc exceptions, is only in the
initial stagces

gs the Bonapartist and cxtromc police form of the stato
rcflects both its historic origins and the present prostration of the
fundamental classes in socictys

, h, necvertheless, this Bonapartist form of the statec differs
from classical Bonapartism (in tho last analysis, the instrument of
the bourgcoisie) and at the same time from Sovict Bonapartism (tho
instrument of a workers' burcaucracy in a post-capitalist socicty),
anc constitutes above all elsc an instrument of domination by the
Scviet burcaveracy, the coxprossion of an ;gggzﬁgsigngl relationship
of forces which is supcrimposed on the given class relationships and
which distorts their normal expression.

7« VWhat are the factors determining the social diffcercnce
between tho.buffer countrics and the USSR?

" &, On the cconomic planc: The nationalization of big
industry, tho banks, thc means of communication and of wholcsale tradc,
hes crca%ed necoggary but insufficicnt conditions for planning, cven
in a degenerated burcoucratic form as in the USSR, The narrow notione
2l framework within which cach onc of the buffor countrics is enclosed;
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- thedr lack of sufficient material resources to develop the productive
forcesj the mortgage the Soviet burcavecracy has imposcd on the economy
of these countrics; the predominantly agricultural character of these
countrics which, without nationalization of the soil ond under the
predominant rogime of small private oxploitation, reproduce capitalism
from day to day on a village scalej the dependence of these countrics
on the world capitalist market, for the material means of their indus-
trialization =~ thce sum of all thesc factors crcates a situation in
which the major part of the production of these countrics is still
destined for a gcapitalist market -- whether it is internal or exter-
nal, For this very reason it is subjcet to the influences of all the
oscillations of the world capitzlist conjuncture and to the procoss
of cqualization of the average rate of profit, The conditions of
fusion botwcen the petty-bourgeois peasant markct, state industry and
the world capitalist market, which Lenin and Trotsky designated as
a danger for the USSR in the period of the NEP, is today the deteore-
mining sitvation in the buffer countrics, This is cxpressed by the
fact that iIn the advanced buffer countrics [Poland, Czcchoslovakia,
Hungary) forcign tradec cmbraccs approximatcly half of tho national
revenue and that not only today, but cven in 1952 (according to the
present plansg)y morc than half of this trade will be with the West-
crn countriesy from which the decisive clements for the industriali-
zation of thesc countries must come, This is likcwisc cxpresscd by
the fact that these countries werc obliged in almost all cascs to

reimburse foreign capital for its property nationalized in the buffer
countries and to recognizg the old debtsy thus imposing an additional

weight on their economy, already strained to the cxtrome,

b, On the goejal plane: The fact that the preosent situce-
tion did not come ~bout as a result of a victorious proletarian rcvoe
lution, but as a result of the military-political successcs achicved
by the Sovict bureavuvcracy against the bourgecoisie as well as ageinst
the prolctariat; the fact clso that the formation of a burcaucratic
caste 1is as yet only in tho initial stage -= both lead to the con-
clusion that, with the exception of Yugoslavia, it is very unlikely,
if not excluded, that a civil war would bc neccssary to reverse the
present oricntation of these countries towards a structural assimila-
tion with the USSR, Thec same applics also to the itage gtﬁgg§§¥%.
With tho oxception of Yugoslavia, the state apparatus of ) cr
zone did not rcsult from viclent destruction of the old bourgeois
state apparatus, but from its "conquest" by the Stalinist partics,
with tho aid of Russian pressure and a scrics of successive purges.
It follows that this apparatus 1s even today saturated with bourgcois
and petty-~bourgeols elements, especially in the army cadres, in
diplcmacy and in thc management of the cconomy. In the period which
followed the October Revolutiony prolctarian control over the bour=-
geois cadres in the service of the workers'! statcy as well as the
democracy in the Bolshevik party, acted as a brake on the dotrimental
influcnee of these clements on the conduct of the state and the ccon-
omy, At the prescent stage in the buffer zonc, which camc about not
as a resvlt of a prolctarian revolution but of burcaucratic mcneuverss,
such control is completely abscnty strengthening thercby the weight
of the bourgcols elements in the apparatusy which likewisc rceflects
the structural differcnces between the cconomy of the buffer countrics
and that of the USSR, It may also be said@ that the return of the
buffer countrics into the capitalist orbit would not nceccessitate the
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destruction of the present state apparatus, but 2 "purge" in a reverse
sense,

0, On the politicel plane: The fote of the buffer coun-
tries has not yet been decided, not alone in the historical sensc 2as
in the casc of the USSRy but in a much morc immodiate sense, The
totality of the present world political currcnts: The Marshall Plan,:
the relative "recconstruction" of Western Germany, Amorican rearmamen%,
the ecconomic persgectives of American impcrialism and of the Sovict
Five-Year -Plan, the dcvelopment of the proletarian struggles and those
of the colonial peoples -- all thesc factors will deccide in the coming
months tho jmmediate fate of the buffer countrics, As indicated by
the political and strategic plans of impericlism and of thoe Stalinist
burcaucracyy 1t is very improbable if not cxecluded thot it is neceose-
sary to have a war in order to lead back some of thesc countries of
the buffer zone into the imperialist orbit, This rcason, added to
those indicated above, makes it appear crroncous to modi%y as of today
our evaluation of the social nature of thesc countrics, except to
indicate cloarly the processes of thoir structural assimilation with
the USSR and the stages already realized in this assimilation, This
is why the tasks of the Fourth International in these countries remain,
in a gencral way, thosc enumerated by the Sccond World Congress, Only
in the eventuvality described in Point 9 would a revision become nccese
S2TY e R ,

8. This whole description leads to the conclusion that the
buffer zone, except for Finland and the Russian-occupied zones in
Austrla and Germany, are gn the road toward structural assimilation
with the USSR, but that this assimilation has not yet been accomplished.
The social difference between the USSR and the buffer zone, enumeraté
abovey arc of a gualitative nature even though from the guantitative
point of view scelety in the buffer zone approaches more closely Soviet
soclety rather than that of the "normal" cepitalist countries, in the
same sensc in which the USSR itself is quantitatively closer to capi-
lalism then to socialism, Only in this scnse can we continue to '”‘_7
define the buffer countries as ¢ ta t on the road towar
struectural agsimilation with tho USSR, This definition, necessarily
awkward ond too concise to embrace the different aspects of the buffer
zonc,y thus signifies essentially that in the course of the process of
the structural assimilation of these countries the dialectical leap
has not yct been prodvced. It stresses both the historic origins of
thoe present sitvation, as well as the social physiognomy which is as
yet undecided, But it does not at all imply that the bourgeoisie is
in power as the dominant class in thesc countries, This definiticn
implies that the situation in the buffer countries likewlse differs
from the situation in a "nermal" and "classic" capitalist society. It
serveg cxclusively to denote the place of thesc countries in relation
both to capitalism and the USSR, since Marxist sociology excludes the
existence of cecnomies and states that are neither capitalist nor
Soviet (workers'! or degencrated workers'),

9., To what extent can this structural assimilation be completed,
so that 1t will be necessary to modify our appreciation of the social
nature of the buffer zone? The factors enumerated above indicate at
the same time the concrectc obstacles to the completion of this assi-
milation and the conditions under which this assimilation would be
effectively completed, All these can be reduced to one factor: The
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achievement of effactive coordination and planning applied to the
combined economiés of these countries linked organically to the econ=-
omy of the USSR, Such an achievement could reverse the present pre-
dominant tendency of these countries to depend upon capitalist econo-
my. This could happen, for instance, in the case of the abolition of
national frontiers between the various buffer countries,

The existence of these frontiers, in effect, greatly limits the
material base on which planned economy can be constructed and requires,
at the same time, the maintenance of a series of state apparatuses
which, as a result of their origins, cannot but be saturated with
bourgeois elements, At the same time, the abolition of national fron-
tiers would give a real impulsion to %he development of the productive
forces and would constitute a progressive act of great historical
importance, even if it was brought about by the conservative Stalinist
burcaucracy, It would really be comparable, in Trotsky's wordsy to -
the unification of Germany by Bismarck and the House of Hohenzollern,
Such an abolition of the frontiers, whether it is accomplished by the
incorporation of some or all these countries in the Ussg, or by the
constitution of a Balkan=Danube Federation formally independent from
the USSRy provided it forms a genuine unified framework for economic
planning, could be defined as the decisive point, in the process of
structural assimilation of these countries with the USSR, at which
the social nature of these countries becomes qualitativeiy transformed,

On the plane of the state that would require the disappearance
of the present hybrid state apparatus and the constitution of a state.
apparatus of a new type, copied no cdoubt from that of the USSR, In
relation to this achievement, other modifications in the situation
will have to be evaluated in the same sense: Eventual nationalization
of the soil, incipient collectivization of the land, establishment of-
a plan for the joint economic development of all the buffer countries,
reversal of the economic and commercial relations with the West, etc,

A1l the preceding constitutes a probable variant of an gbhjective
historical process and not at all a desirable goal for action by the
revolutionary proletariat, In setting forth the conditions under
which assinllation of the buifer zone to Russian society could be
achieved by Stalinist action, the Fourth International -~ while modi-
fying its attitude towards the buffer zone in case of war, should such
a changec come about -« does not in the least relent in its struggle
against the police oppression of the buffer zone masses by the Soviet
bureaucracy and its agents, Precisely under the conditions of the
development indicated above, the struggle of the Fourth International
for indepcndent Polish, Czech, Hungarian, etc,, Soviet Republics, will
take on its full significance linked to a merciless denunciation of
all the elements of national oppression that the burcaucracy intro-
duces and will introduce in the buffer zone, As against the Stalinist
perspective of the bureaucratic integration of the buffer zone within,
the USSRy the Fourth International develops before the buffer zone -
masses the revolutionary perspective of the integration of independent;
socialist Soviet republics within an independent Balkan-Danube Federas
tion and within the Socialist United States of Europe,

IT The cial Ca

10, In *the case of those countries which are part of the USSR's
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"strategic buffer" but have at the same time undorgone a separate
cconomic and political cvolution, the contradictory, combined, uncven
character of the entire buffer zone development is most striking, The
case of thesc countrics indicates likewise hqy necessary it is to
guord against hasty generalizotions, how importent it is to follow gtep
by step the actual evolution of the situation in each particular coun=
try. In the casec of Yuzoslavia we have one extremity of the spectrum
composed of all the nuances differentiating the situation in cach one
of the buffer countries, Yugoslavia, of all the buffer countrics, was
the only onc in which the liquidation of the bulk of the possessing
classes, as well as the destruction of the bourgecois state apparatus,
took place by means of mass action, that is, the guerrilla warfarc
which in this country took on the character of a genuine civil war,
From this fvndamental diffcrence between Yugoslavia and the other
buffer countries flow spcecific diffcrences on a number of planes: The
CP has a real base among the masses; the masses have a fundamentally
different attitude to the ncw statc; the Yugoslav CP has different
reclations toward the Sovict bureaucracys there is the possibility of a
real differentiation in the workers' movement following the Tito
crisis, despite the undeniable existeonce of a police rcecgime in this
country. Even though the sum of thesc factors docs not climinate any
of the structural obstacles to real planning and for this rcason
leaves Yugoslav economy as yet qualitatively different from the Russian
cconomy, it undoubtedly brings this country closery on the social and
political planc, to the Sovict structure. The defcnse of Yugoslavia
against the campaign of calumny, the ecconomic blockadec, etec,y, on the
part of the Soviet burcaucracy must be considered within the framework
of our evaluation of the workers' movement of this country, the origins
of 1ts state, and the revolutionary possibilities opened up as a consce
quence of this workers' movement and the origins of this state, which
take precedence over purely economic considerations,

1l., Finland lics at the other end of the spectrum of the buffer
zone, There we have a bourgcoisic which has hardly been shaken by
the war and which formally rctains control of its economic and stote
positions. There we have a proletariat which is much more developed
and, as a consequence of a numbcr of historieal developments, less
susceptible to Stalinist maneuvers, There also we find morc resolute
imperialist support for the Finnish bourgeoisic than for any other
bourgecolsic in the buffer zone, Conscquently, the Stalinist burcau-
cracy limits itself in Finland to the imposition of ccoromic tribute
and to the occupation of certain strategic positions, lecaving the
rest of the country to evolve within the fromework of a quasi-normal
bourgeois cconomy, This has had its political reflecection in a consol-
idation of the conservestive forces, culmincting after the inevitable
transition period in the cxpulsion of the Stalinists from the coalition
government and, in the elimination of the erstwhile positions they
had conquered in the state apparatus following tho military victory
of the USSR, The evolution of Finland cannot, of course, be consid-
cred any more definitive than that of the rest of the buffor zone,
The international situation can compel the burcaucracy to incrcase its
pressurc on this country and can lead to 2 new desperate effort at
military resistance, The Finnish case is importont, however, above
all becausc it shows that the bureaucracy did not attempt to impose,
or succecd in impeosing, on 2ll of the buffer zone a unificd scheme of
development and because it illustrates the fact that & certain intcrnal
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conjuncturey a certain prostration of the fundamcntal social classes
was one of the neccessary conditions for even the temporary success o%
the Stalinist maneuvers in the buffer zone,

- 12, The Augtrian zone of occupation approximates Finland very
closely., The Soviet bureaucracy was obliged to limit itself to the
seizure of several economic stakes (former German property) and the
occupation of important strategic positions, But it was in no posi=-
tion to influence the general economic orientation of Austria which
evolved within the framework of a normal capitalist economy included
within the Marshall Plan, Nor could it influence the social and
political developments, which led to elimination from power, and cul=-
minated in a normalization and a strengthening of bourgeois power,
As in the Finnish case, the international relationship of forces was
the decisive factor in this evolution, But the concrete relationship
between the classes was likewise the major obstacle to the Stalinist
maneuvers, , . -
Finally, the German zone of occupation constitutes another (>
special casey situated midway between that of the buffer zone in gen-
eral and tha% of Austria, The decisive characteristic of the situa=-
tion in Eastern Germany lies in the fact that the most important ,
industrial sector has been seized by the USSR and has been transformed
into Soviet property. Parallel with this, there has been large scale
dismantlement, Nationalizations have affected, agide from the Russian
sector of the ec¢onomy, gn important part but not all of big industry
and wholesale trade, There has remained a middle bourgeoisiey which
drains a considerable part of the national income, Finally, %he
formation of a bureaucratic layer rising over the proletariat, and
acting as the extended arm of the Russian bureaucracy, is in that
country much more advanced than in the other buffer countries, If
the situation in Eastern Germany remains indecisive,y it 1is because
more than any other country of the buffer zoney, 1t depends in the
first place on the international situation. That is, on the eventual
solution of the German problem in its entirety and the specific ori-
entation of the USA and the USSR in relation to this problem, It
still cannot be said whether the Soviet bureaucracy hms decided to
retain 1¢s positions in Eastern Germany at all costs or whether it
will be ready to consider them as bargaining points in order to retain
the rest of the buffer zone and in order to obtain a certain influ-
enceé on the entirety of German affairs (the slogan of unification
etc.). Under thesc conditions, the status of this zone of occupa%ion
as wéll .as the direction of its development remain more fluid than is
the case in the rest of the buffer zone, and the tendency to struc=-
tural assimilation with the USSR 1s less pronounced there,

From the point of view of our tasks, the Fourth International
continues to defend there the theses of the World Congress and conside-
ers that all measures of the Soviet bureaucracy, including eventual
incorporation of Eastern Germany within a Balkan-Danube Federation =
which 1s very doubtful == must be combatted and regarded as reaction=
ary in relation to the destruction of German unity and the paralysis
of the German proletariat that would resul® thérefrom,
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IV, Zhe rheoretlcal Significance the f ne Develo

13, The appearance of new tr%gggtigna; regimes, as in the case
of the buffer countries, regimes of transition between capitalism and
the USSRy is not the result of chance nor the effect of negligible
historical accidents. Only incurable pedants can conceive of capita-
lism and socialism as fixed entities, established once and for all,
to which a living historic process must conform, a process contradice
tory and rich in the crystallization of ever new combined forms., In
reality, the appearance of mixed transitional regimes and thelr come-
bined character is the clearest expression of our historie epoch,
which 1s defined by:

ae. an ever more advanced disintegration of capitalism;

b; the conditions of extended delay of the world revolu-
tion, esscntially the result of the counter-revolutionary Stalinist
leadership of the world labor movements

- ¢. the existence of the USSR not only as a power continuing
to polarize the revolutionary aspirations of an important part of the
world proletariat, but also as a state power having a military-politi-
cal weight of its own, and with a logic of expansion of its owm,

Only in the light of these three factors can the appearance and
the development of a new and combined phcnomenon like that of the
Soviet buffer zone be understood and the limits of its real historic
iwport be defined,

1%, Ascertaining the existence of such transitional regimes
4188 not at all upset our evaluation of the counter-revolutionary role
of Stalinism nor our evaluation of Stalinism as a disintegrating force
in the USSR and as a forcc orgenizing defeats of thc world proletariat:

ae An evcluation of Stalinism cannot be made on the basis
of localized results of its policy but must proceed from the entirety
of its action on a world scale, 7hen we consider the state of decay
which capitalism, presents even today, four years after the end of the
war, and when we consider the concrete situation of 1943-1945, there
can bc no doubt that Stalinism, on a world scale, appeared as the
decisive factor in preventing a sudden and simultaneous crash of the
capitalist order in Europe and in Asia, In this sense, the "succecs-
ses" achieved by the bureaucracy in the buffer zonc constitute, at
mosty the price which impcrialism paid for services rendered on the
world arena -- a price which 1s moreover constantly called intoc qucs-
tion at the following stage,

be From the world point of view, the rceforms realized by
the Soviet bureaucracy in the scense of an assimilation of the buffer
zone to the USSR weigh imcomparably lecss in the balance than the
blows dealt by the Soviet bureaucracy, cspcecially through its actions
in the buffer zonc, against the consciousness of the world proletar-
iat,y which it demoralizes, disorients and paralyzes by 2ll of its
politics and thus rendeys it susccptible to some extent to the imper-
lalist campalgn of war preparations, Even from the point of view of
the USSR itself, the defeats &nd thc demoralization of the world pro=-
letariat caused by Stalinism constitute an incomparably greater

\
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danger than the consolidation of the buffer zone constitutes a re-
enforcement,

, ¢, In tho buffer zone itsclf, wherc objective as well as
subjeoctive conditions were ripe.for an immediate overthrow of capital-
ism in 1643-19%4+, Stalinist policy has led to the temporary strengthe
ening of the anti-prolectarian forces, crcated a thousand new obstacles
on the way to the abolition of capitalism and thus cauvsed the whole
painful and jerky process of assimilation, dragging this précess out
over a number of years and rendering the prolctariat in the main
apathetic and cven hosgtile, whereas the rcevolutionary movement of the
prolctariat could have achieved the liquidation of capitalism in these
countries in a much shorter time and with 2 minimum of ovcrhecad
chargese.

de As a result of the very expansion of the Soviet bureau-
cracy under the concrete conditions noted abovey the objective con-
tradictions in the situation of the buffeor zone tend to penctrate
into the very heart of the burcaucracy and of Sovict economy, multi-
plying the tensions and antagonisms which alrcady exist within them
abundantly, and to prepare the ground for thc development of manifold
centrifugal tendencies (Tito tendenecy on the one hand, Gomulka-Akcre
man tendency on the other),

15, Historically, the above-mentioned conditions not only indi-
catc the reasons for the appearance of transitional regimes but also
circumscribe the limits of the viability of the Soviet bureaucracy:

2, On the gocinl plane, thec overthrow of the Soviet bureau-
cracy remains certain within the framework of a world decision in the
class struggle, which is incvitable onc way or another in the long
run,

b, On tho military-ncljtical plane, this overthrow rcmains
equally inevitable if the world proletariat does not succced in crushe
ing impericlism in time, with such on cventuality also cntailing the
downfall of the burecaucracy,

The appcarance of transitional regimecs of the buffer zone type
thus mercly gives expression to the ipterludg cheracter of the his-
toric period procecding from 1943 up to the present: an interlude
betwoen the low point cf the world-wide decline of the proletarian
revolution and the new world revolutionary upsurge, which has only
becn seen in its rough outlines up to the present; an interlude be-
twecen the Second World War and the final clash be%ween imperialism
and the USSR, Only within the framcwork of this limited interlude,
do the buffer zone and all the phenomecna associczted with it appear
in their true light as provisional and temporary, And in this frame-
worky the real nature of Stalinism appears more pronounced than ever
in the sensc indicated by the Fourth International,
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. ' RESOLUTION ON "THE THIRD CHINESE REVOLUTION"

"But being crushed in the vise of world contradictions, upon the
solution of which in one way or another its' fate depends, the Chiness
peasantry is even less capable of playing a lecading role than the Rus-
"sian. ’ :

". « . Despite the great backwardness of China, or more correctly,
because of this great backwardness as compared with Russia, (the third
Chinese revolution) will not have a 'democratic' period, not eaven such
a six-month period as the October Revolution had (November 1917 to
July 1918); but it will be compelled from th= very outset to effect
the most decisive shake-up and the abolition of bourgeois property in
city and village., . . -

" « . The unification and emancipation of China today is an
International task, no less so than tha cxistence of the USSR, This
task can be solved only by means of a desperate struggle on the part
of the downtrodden, hungry, and persecuted masses under the direct
leadership of the proletarian vanguard -- a struggle not only against
world imperialism, but also against its economic and political agency
in China, against the bourgeoisie, including the 'national! bourgepisie
and all its democratic flunkeys. And this is nothing else than the
road toward the dictatorship of the proletariat,."

- L. Trotsky, Ibéfg Igggrnatioggl After
Len;g, Ph. l Ty 1 /e 191'

1, The developments of the cconomicy political and social situae
tion in the Far East arc more and more important and ecven decigive for
the future of tho world revolution, as was stated by the Second World
Congress (resolution on the Colonial Question). In particular, the
development of the gituation in China, which directly affects about a
quarter of the human racey is of the very greatest importance,

laps g Kai~chek g5 _the chapter which bag

2. The class struggle in China itself, laying out the
road to thevThird Chinese Revolution,

be The situation and the revelutionary developments in
the entire Far =East, .

‘Cy The position of American capitalismy and international
relations,

d, Stalinism,

In setting forth the principal problems raised by the new situaw
tion in China, as the present resolution proposes to doy, we must not
forget that the tempo of developments in the Far East is relatively

Slower than in Europe, and that entirely conjunctural situations may
frequently arise,
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. 2. The tragic experience of the Second Chinese Revolution proved
that:

a. The agrarian problem, which constitutes the motive
force in the Chinese revolution, cannot be solved by the peasantry
alone, even the very poor peasantry which makes up the overwhelming .
ma jority of the country's population. The agrarian revolution cannot
triumph unless the poor peasantry finds for its guide an urban class,
interested in the victory of the poor peasants. ,

‘bs The question of national unification is of decisive
importance in assuring the development of the productive forces and
making it possible for China to free herself from the yoke of imper-
ialism, Without complete national unification, without total repud-
iation of what remains of the 1neguitab1e treatiés, without customs
autonomy, China is doomed to remain in a state of chaos, a state of
provincial rivalries and divisions, oppression by military leaders,
and depend2nce upon imperialism,

¢. The Chinese bourgeoisie, tizd on the one hand to im-
perialism and on the other to the vestiges of feudalism in China, 1is
incapable of solving a single one of the fundamental problems of the
bourgeois revolution (agrarian revolution, unification of China and
independence from imperialism). On the contrary, its class interests
and its fear of movements of the masses make it play a highly reac-
tionary role against the demands of the workers and the aspirations
of the poor peasants,

. d. The Chinese proletariat, despite its small numerical
welght, is the only urban class capabie of taking leadership of the
movement of the oppressed masses in the cities and the country in
order to satisfy their demands.

. e+ The Menshevik theory of ths development of the revolu-
tion "by stages" has been condemned by experience. For in the last
analysis 1t serves the bourgeoisie by confining and then strangling
the revolutionary movement, and it offers favorable opportunities,
during the course of the revolution, for the building of reactionary
ogtposts which make it possible to crush the masses at the first
chance. .

. f. The Third Chinese Revolution can triumph only as a per-
manent revolution, combining, under the leadership of the proletariat,
the bourgeois tasks and the socialist tasks, combining the struggle
against the remains of feudalism with the struggle against the native
bourgeoisie and against imperialism, and uniting the struggle of the
oppressed masses in China with the struggle of the masses of the Far
Bast, of the USSR and of the imperialist countries.

The Chinese Revolution can triumph only with the es-
tablishment o dictatorship of the proletariat supported by the
poor peasants.
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It is along these main directing lines that the program of action
of the Bolshevik~Leninists of China must bc worked out; and it is
along thesc lines that we must estimate all the events unfolding in
China ond all the currents which, in China as throughout the world,
will affcect the struggle of the Chinese workers and peasants during
the coursc of the Third Chinese Revolution.

[ Ch Q1 e

Ihe Collopnse of Chilang Kaij-shek and the
Military Victory of the Mao Tse-tung Armiegs

3¢ After more than 20 years of the most hoteful military and -
police dictatorship, Chiang Kai-shek collapsed, as a result of the
war against Japanese imperialism, the disorganization and total cor-
ruption of the administration, thc inflation, and under the blows of
the armies of Mao Tse-tung. The military clique grouped around Chiang
Kai-shek found itself more and more isolated, even from decisive
laycers of the Chinese bourgeoisie, The Kuomintang broke up into a
Chiang Kai-shck factiony refusing any compromise with Mao Tse-tung,
and numerous other factions whosc aim was, by achieving a compromise,
to gain time and make preparations for recapturing the initiative at
a later but still undetermined stzge, Upon the victory of Mao Tse-
tung'!s armics, American imperialism again clearly expressed -~ through
Hoffmants statements -- its rcfusal to support the Chiang Kai-shek
clique any longer; nor did it hide its desire for a compromise, which
the Mershall mission had not succeeded in winning at the end of the
WOT,

4, The Chinesc working-class movementy violently crushed in
1927 and 1928, did not cxpcrience a revival until after the defcat
of the Jepanese in 19%5, Since then, however, the strikes and demon=-
strations in China have not at any time¢ reached a level comparable,
for example, to thc movements in Japan, At present, moreover, it is
not under the blows of the masscs of the great werking-class centers
that the Chiang Kei-shek rcgime is collapsing. Up to now, the panic
in the ranks of the bourgeoisie in Shanghai, Nanking, ete,, has not
bcen produced by movements of the working-class masses, but by the
perspective of such movemcnts arising on the bosis of the collepse
of the Kuémintang regime,

qf ng Kuomin .0 PINC ~= N C he
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trangitional Tormg ghich 1s 1s ccnsumnated (with tl corplicit
and agrec of & cria ts on the on ald
on the other) -- cannot fail to opon up a perdod of revolutionary

crisis, t a the order of the day the fupdamgntal problemg of
' t_to the tegt all clasgses and all

the Chincse reov £ a £ ut to the tegt & classcs a a
orgonizations of Chinese societys and thus, to gpeed up grest t
political dovelopment of the Chinesge proletariat, .

The da tal Ta f the C R uti

5e¢ The agrarian uphecaval constitutes the most explosive force in
the Chinese revolution., In thc North, it is more particularly a ques=
tion of doing away with thc remnants of feudalismg in the South, the
primary qucstion is one of frceing the pcasants from the scourge of
usurious interest poyments and debts, Now the usurers are an integral
section of the urban capitalists, who derive a very large portion of
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their profits precisely from the indebtedness of the peasantry. The
agrarian upheaval therefore presupposes total cancellation of all the
debts of the peasants. But it likewise presupposes establishment of
a regime that will not bring back the cycle which the peasantry of
China has been accustomed to for thousands of years, under numerous
regimes and numerous dynasties.

The countryside is an ever-present breeding ground of capitalism.,
The maintenance of native and imparialist capitalist property in
China would inevitably bring about a new crystallization of bourgeois
elements in the countryside, and the peasantry would relapse into the
conditions from which it is trying to emerge.
ae I Yhe urban worksrs, because of the

The strugﬁle
ea to urba :
instance the same enemy, the city

bourgeoisie, and that 1f the elimination of the conditions producing
the peasant indebtedness is to be definitively assured, it must be
accompanied by expropriation of the capitalist enterprlses by the
workers.

of the peasants for their liberation is thus in-

6. Moreover, the development of the productive forces, both in
the citles and in the country, cannot be the work of a bourgegpisie
whose principal function 1s that of a bourgeoisie of compradors in
the service of world imperialism. Under such conditions the estab-
lishment of a state which could unify China is excluded. Under the
regime of a bourgeoisie of compradors, the only possible state o
apparatus 1s one -- as was the case after Chiang Kai-shek's victory --
which has to live at the expense of the peasants; lnevitably it takes
on the form of a bureaucracy and military cliques, which can do no-
thing but maintain China in a condition of chaos and disjunetion,

7. The imperialist powers (and primarily American imperialism)
look to China both for her resources in raw materials and for the mar-
ket which she can provide as an outlet for their own products. What-
ever immediate interest imperialism might have in encouraging a cer-
tain Improvement in the conditions of the Chinese peasant massas --
notably, in order to delay the outbreak of an economic crisis
("point 4" of the Truman program) -- it cannot go far along this
road, for the social equilibrium of the imperialist countries depends
largely on maintaining the colonial and semi-colonial peoples in a
backward state; and American imperialism will certainly not invest
over-large amounts of capital in a country where the social instabil-
ity 1s so great as in China.

Thus imperialism, like the native bourgeoisie, is an obstacle
to the progression of China out of a regime from which it has already
tried to 1iberate itself in the course of two revolutions.

8. The agrarian upheaval, national unification, and liberation
from the yoke of imperialism, are three tasks intimately linked to-
gether. "The agrarian revolution without national unity and without
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customs autonomy (essentially the monopoly of foreign trade) would
not provide any way out or any perspective for China," (L. Trotsky --
see Third International after Lenin, page 183).

The accomplishment of these tasks is possible only within the
framework of the dictatorship of the proletariat supported by the
poor peasants. The peasants movement, which has brought victories
from a military point of view, has no way of triumphing politically
other than by allying itself to the urban proletariat, accepting its
leadership and bringing to it the great power of the peasantry, in
order to establish a government of workers and poor peasants which,
basing itself on the masses, would accomplish profound agrarian up-
heavals, fres China from the bondage of the imperialists and turn
the country on to the road of building socialism,

The backwardness of China and its huge peasant mass, the scope
of the problems that are posed, far from dismissing the question of
dictatorship of the proletariat in alliances with the poor peasants,
make 1t a more imperious necessity than anywhere else, and precisely
the sole means of counteracting all the centrifugal tendencies and
all those tendencies toward turning Chinese society back to the
anarchy, chaos and disjunction in which it 1is stagnating.

The Armies and the Party of Mao Tse-tung

9. The armies of Mao Tse-tung have their origin in the peasant
organizations which arose during the decline and after the defeat of
the Chinese Revolution of 1925-1927.

During the last years the Mao Tse-tung movement has remained
what it was at its origin, a_peasant movement led by the Stalinists.
Until the last few months the armies of: Mao Tse-tung fought only as
guerrillasy avoided the cities and were careful not to establish a i
front against the nationalist armies of the Kuomintang, Even now, at
the moment of victory over the completely disintegrated nationalist
armiesy the armies of Mao Tse-tung display extreme caution in ap-
proaching the large cities, Instead of calling upon the masses of
South China and the Yangtse River valley to rise up, the Mao Tse-tung
government is bent vpon achieving a compromise with certain bourgeois
politicians and organizations. The victory of Mao Tse-tung over
Chiang Kai-shek ig a itary victory of pneasant uprisings over a

Tegime in complete disintegration.

China has already had numerous examples of victories of peasant
movemenis, but the fact that today these movements are under Stalin-
ist lecadership gives an entirely new character to the future of these
movements and to the perspeetives in China,

10, The Chinese Communist Party, which animates the armies and
the administration under control of these armies, is characterized -~
like most of the Stalinist parties in the Far East -- on the one
hand by its tie with Moscow, and on the other hand, by the overwhelm-
img preponderance of peasant elements in the party. Socially, the
Chinese Communist Party is a typical realization of the bi-partite
party which Bukharin and Stalin called for at the time of the Sccond
Chinese Revolution - a bi-partite party which even to this day has only
an insignificant base in the urban proletariat, whereas in the purely
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peasant regions it controls a large armed force, The leadership of
this party like that of any other Stalinist Party is characterized
by a very elastic use of program and slogans which it changes from
day to day to be able to maintain its control of the mass novement.

11, Despite profound modification since 1925, the poliey of
the Chinese CP (and of Moscow) has rerained based on a conception of
the revolution by stages. According to the Stalinists, the revolu-
tion shouvld begin with a first phase of bourgeois development, where
the essentlial accomplishment would be liquidation of feudalism in
the interest of developing the capitalist elements in the country
and the cities; thereupon would follow the development of a proletare
iat which later would pose the question of the socialist society.
But whereas in 1925 the Chinese CP put itself in tow to the Kuomin-
tang and.renounced all independent activity, today the Stalinists,
in order to carry out essentially the same policy, call for the for-
mation of a "popular" state led by a coalition government with rep-
resentatives of bourgeois political organizations but with the repre-
sentatives of the Stalinist party predominating, This policy is the
result of a conjuncture of various factors: the Soviet bureaucracy
is organically hostile to any development of mnss movements which
might get out of its control; it cannot provide China with the induse-
trial products and the capital she needs; it does not want to collide
head-on with American imperialism at such a sensitive point, but on
the contrary tries to take advantagz of the victory of the Mao Tse=-
tung armies for more successfully reaching a compromise with American
imncerialism, Despite a relationship of forces much more favorable
to the Stalinist bureaucracy than during the Second Chinese Revolu-
tion, this policy is doomed to failure as complete as that of the
Comintern leadership in 1925-19273 and the Third Chinese Revolution
will be doomed to failure unless %he working class succeeds in free-
ing itself from the shackles of Stalinism and finding a new revolu-
tionary leadership, which, through all the vicissitudes of the
struggle, will place its confidence solely in the forces of the
working class and the poor peasants,

12, Up to now the Chinese Communist Party has based itself and
its strength among the poor peasants, the middle peasants and in
some cases the rich peasants, for the purpose of proceeding toward
certain agrarian reforms.

The development of the peasant wer compelled Mo Tse-tung to
give a more and more radical character to his program, even in the
field of the peasant struggle: from a lowering of land rents and
usurious Intercst rates, hc went on to abolition of interest on debts
and division of the land through pecnsant committees, All these
measured to not exceed the frarework of timid agrarian reforms.

Military victory and the formation of a government now confront
the Chincse Communist Party with a number of problems whose solution,
as we have indicated above, 1s decisive for the triumph of the revo=
lution: the struggle for expropriation of the bourgeoisie, the
-appeal to the masses to establish through committees the only "appa=-
ratus" genuinely capable of unifying China and freeing her from
the yoke of imperialism,
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Now the Stalinist policy of setting up a "bourgeois democracy" —-
the policy, in fact, of respect for capitalist property (native and
international) even though with restrictions -- will simply guarantee
to the bourgeois elcments which inevitably develop in the countryside
a point of crystallization in the cities, What was scen as a threat
during the years of the NEP in the Soviet Union, and as a grave danger
in the first two years of the "popular domocracies" in Eastern Europc
would be repeated, to an cven greater degree, in China,

The realization of a "new capitalism" and 2 "new democracy" for
"several decades" (Mao Tse-tung) can actually lead to no other rosults
than those of the preceding regime: maintenance of China in a backe
ward state of ararchy and chaos; establishment of a military apparatus
which would breck up into cliques and live at the expense of the peasw
antrys return of usury, .

13, In the present state of disintegration of the rcgime in
China, it is by no means excluded that certain factions of the Chinese
bourgeoisie mey endeavor, with the agrecment of American imperialism,

- to reach agrcements with the Chinese Stalinist party which is clearly
in search of bourgcois "allies," offering them in its program some
advantages, In such a case, it would not be a question of basic agree-
ments on a program aimed at establishing a truly domocratic regime

and assuring the devclopment of the productive forees of the country,
What would be involved for the bourgeoisie, in the service of imper-
icllismy world bo to gain time, to regroup their forces around new

axcs and to attempt to disassociate themselves from the movement that
has just triumphed, while waiting for a period more favorable to the
progress of imperialism in Asia,

1%, But may not the Chinese Stalinists "succeced" in China in
the way of the Stalinists in the Buropean buffer countries? That ig
to say, mey they not for various rcasons be led to shift their objec=
tives, to attack their bourgeois allies of today, and to proceed with
a structural assimilation through a scries of burezcucratic measures
in whlch the worker and peasant masscs wouvld be mobilized, when neces-
sary, simply as an element of support? To pose the question in this
way 1s to'forget all the differcnces betwecen China and the buffer
countrics, , A

The essential instruments of the Stalinists in the buffer coun-
tries have been the presence of the Red Army, the direct pressure of
the Soviet Union, the action of the GPU; this apparatus has wielded
a tremendous power, but at the same time hes been entirely control=
lable, Thec Chinese CP, however, does not have either the direct or
nearby support of the Soviet armies, except in Manchuria over which
the Kremlin seeks exclusive control without Chinese participation,

In any case, the Soviet Union lacks the necessary means for controle
ling so vast a territory as China, Nor can it provide China with what
she needs, In the economic field, the problcms confronting the
Chinese Stalinists and the means which they have at their disposal are
greatly disproportionate to the problems and the means of the Stalin-
ists in Eastern Europe. The profound instability of the buffer coun-
tries of REastern Europe is only with difficulty checked by the num-
crous turns of the Stalinist apparatus, which exercises police control
over life in the cities and the country., But in China the enormity
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of the problems that are posed, and the limited means of the appara=-
tus, all indicate that the period which opened with the fall of

Chiang Kai-shek will be a long period of social instability.and crisis.
Feeling their inability to form a central government controlling bure
eaucratically the whole country, the Stalinists seem to be oriented
toward the creation of provincial governments in agreement with sec-
tions of the bourgeoisie, Such a policy would perpetuate the state

of division and would be one of the chief obstacles in Chinas's his-
torical development,

The Third Chinese Revolut and t Far East

15, The collapse of the Kuomintang government and the develop-
ment of the Third Chinese Revolution will have enormous consequences
for the revolutionary developments in all the colonies and the entire
Far East,

This was verified most recently in the last elections in Japan,
which witnessed a considerable growth of the Communist Party,

The slowness of political developments in China after the Second
World War left isolated the revolutionary movements in Burma, the
Viet Nam and Indonesia, and made it possible for the imperialists to
take the offensive and win back part of their former privileges, But
the drive of the Mao Tse~tung armlies cannot fail to strengthen the
resistance of the peoples of the Viet Nam against French imperialism
and the peoples of Indonesia against Dutch imperialism,

The revolutionary movements in India, Siam, Burma, and Malaya
will likewise be stimulated by the drive of the worker and peasant
masses of China, ‘

The collapse of the Kuomintang government is not only a defeat
for the Chinese bourgeolsie and for American imperialism, which is
directly interested in China, but a defeat which leads to a consider=
able weakening of the general positions of imperialism in the colonial

world, It is certainly the heaviest blow against imperislism in many
"yearse. ‘

From this point of view also, the Chinese revolution will reveal
its character as permanent reVolu%ion, passing beyond the boundaries
of China and becoming an integral part of a movement of the entire
colonial world against imperialismj and this will have its repercus-
sions on thc revolutionary struggle in the imperialist countries,
Conscious of this danger, the Indian bourgeoisie has just attempted,
through the Pan~Asiastic Conference againgt Dutch intervention in
Java, to establish the bases for an anti-Communist defense bloc in
the Far East,

The Chinege Eventg and International Relationshipg

16, As for the relationship betwecn the United States and the
USSRy the cvents in China have led to an improvement in the positions
of the USSR at the expense of those of the United States, Already the
American inclination to abandon China as an anti-Soviet outpost ==
expressed at the time of the return of the Marshall mission, whose
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objective had been to bring about an agreement between Chiang Kai-ghek
and Mao Tse-tung -- is growing, The United States and Great Britain
are falling back upon Japan and India, A section of the leading
circles in American policy even doubts the possibility of being able
to hold Japan in case of war (statements, denied, of Kenneth Royall),

But however important this shift in the relationship of forces in
the Far East may be, it is far from decisive insofar as the unfolding
developments in Europe are concerned, Despite the decline of Europe,
it is still there that the main game is being played at present.; For
this reasony although the cold war continues in Europe and my even be
intensified, it is by no means excluded that in China we may witness
agreements betwecn the USSR and the United States -- the former finde
.ing in China a field for politiecal operations, the latter finding it
a field for profitable commercial operations, But this field of conw=
tingent agreement would be altogether limited and temporary,

The Stalinist bureaucracy in China, as in the other countries,
is only concerned with using the mass struggles in order to obtain
the most favorable compromise,

The Chinese Events end Stalinism

17. The victories of the armies of Mao Tse-tung cannot fail to
hove for an immediate consequence a raising of the prestige of the
Stalinists in the eyes of the masses of China and most of the coun-
tries in the Far East, Since the betrayal of the Chinese Revolution
of 1925-1927, new generations have grown up who are ignorant of thig
past; they will begin by putting their confidence in the Stalinistyg ==
despite their moderate bourgeois~-democratic program -~ to achieve
their aspirations, The masses will begin by identifying the fall of
Chiang Kaimshek -- the first step on the revolutionary road with the
victory of the revolution itself,

But the problems posed by natiomal and international conditions
in China will confront the Chinesc Stalinists with insurmountable
difficulties within the framework of Stalinist poliey, that isy within
the framework of:a national bourgeois transformation bureaucratically
led and controlled from on tope.

Developments of rccent years,y and particularly the example of
Yugoslavia,y have demonstrated that the expansion of Stalinism brings
into the S%alinist movement new contradictions., Thesc contradictions
produce hidden conflicts within the bureaucracy itself, as well as
potential and germinating oppositions against the Kremlin bureaucracy
-~ oppositions which tend toward open breaks even where the Stalinist
parties hold the reins of government, for although they apparently
exert absolute power over the state and the economy of a country,
they become subject, once in the governmental seatsy to the class
forces which are in such strong opposition to the interests of the
Kremlin bureaucracy,

From this point of view, the developments of the Stalinist move=
ment in China must be followed especially closely, On the one hand,
the Mao Tse~tung leadership bases itself on a very powerful mass
movement (peasant), which is difficult to confine bureaucratically,
on the other hand, Moscow control over the Chinesc CP cannot be easily
assured; finally, the class forces which will press upon the Chinese
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CP wherever it éxercises power will be incomparably stronger than the
class forc¢es pressing upon the Communist Parties of the buffer
countries, ‘

The EQHIEH International and the Chinese Revolution

18, The task of the Chinese Trotskyists -- who have to protect
their orgenization also against Stalinist repression -- will be to
formulate, under the new conditions in China, a program of intransige-
ant struggle against imperialism and the native bourgeoisie -- a
program which is, therefore, one of irreconcilable struggle against
opportunism and the Stalinist bureaucracy, Just as during the war
agalnst Japan and during the struggle of the pecasant armies against
Chiang Kai-shek, the Chinese Trotskyists will fight side by side with
the Chinese peasants and workers to completc the defeat of the Kuomine
tang or its remnants, and the defeat of the regime's imperialist pro-
tectors, They will place themselves in the front ranks of every class
action, they will support every political or economic measure which
is taken against reaction (both bourgeois and feudal), and they will
endeavor to impel every movement in the direction of asserting the
power of the mosses,

They will emphasize particularly that the social changes in the
countryside be made in the interests of the poor peasants and of them
alone, They will support every demand of the workers for protcction
of thelr living standards and their liberties, and will lcad every
struggle of the masscs against attack on these rights. They will
call upon the workers, the poor peasants and the soldiers to set up
clected committees (sovietsg to assure the victorious march of the
Third Chinese Revolution, And they will unite the struggles of the
masscs by advancing the slogan of a Constituent Assembly giving the
broadest representation to the Chinese masses.

They will denounce any government of coalition with no matter
what wing of the bourgcoisiey as well as any Stalinist dictatorship,
and will demand that the power pass into the hands of demoeratically
elccted committeps of workers, poor peasants and soldiers, as the sole
guarantce for the development and victory of the Chinese revolution.,

They will denounce all the unequal treaties with capitalist
countries (Hong Kong, Macao) as well as with the Soviet Government
(Outer Mongolia, Dairen),

They will denounce as an historically absurd and politically
reactionary limitation the development of the revolution "by stages,"
beginning with a "bourgecois-democratic" stage. They will oppose to
this the conception of the permanent revolution, with the objcctive
of the dictatorship of the proletariat supported by the poor pcasants,
a dlctatorship which will accomplish the bourgeois-democratic tasks
and will at the same time take up the socialist demands of the working
class at the expense of the native bourgecoisic and imperialism,

19, On an international scaley the Fourth International will
endeavor to assure the coordination betwecn the revolutionary movements
of the pcoples of the Far East. It will oppose every action of imper-
ialism against the worker and peasant masses of China and the countries
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of the Far East, The struggle against the military actions in the
Viet Nam, Malaya and Indonesia constitutes onc of the most important
tasks of the Trotskyists at the present moment,

At the same time, the Fourth International will denounce the
opportunist policy of the Stalinists, will recall the grave responsi=-
bilities of the Stalinist leadership for the crushing of the Second
Chinese Revolution, and will show that if the struggle is' conducted
on the program of the Stalinists and under their leadership, the
outcone will be defecat of the Third Chinese Revolution,



