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The Democrats say:

The workers say:

‘Down with the Reaganite criminals!’

The Reagan administration is being
rocked by scandal. First, it came out
that he’s shipping arms to the Khomeini
government in Iran. Then, it turns out
that money from this deal was skimmed
off to fund the dirty contra war against
the Nicaraguan revolution.

Reagan’s been caught in his own web
of hypocrisy and lies. Now he wants the
people to believe that he didn’t know
what was going on from the basement of
his White House. Not too many people
are buying that.

A few backroom wheelings and deal-

Reagan’s scandal
and Iran-lraq war
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ings of imperialist ‘‘power politics’’
have been brought out into the open.
The capitalist media and politicians —
who’ve built up Reagan as the Teflon
president all these years — now appear
outraged. How come? i

After all, it’s hardly a deep, dark
secret that Reagan supports the contras
in Nicaragua. And those in the know
have been aware that the government’s
been seeking deals with the Iranian
regime for years. What’s more, the U.S.
sends weapons to every fascist and cut-
throat tyrant around the world every

‘repair the presidency’

day.

- ‘The problem is, a capitalist govern-
ment is supposed to have one policy for
public opinion, and another policy in
reality. The real policy is meant to stay
under wraps.

For the masses, the White House has
championed a hysterical ““war on ter-
rorism.”’ And, as part of this, Reagan
has gloried in Iran-bashing — to whip
up jingoism against revolution in the
Middle-East. But behind the scenes,
there is business to be done with the
Iranian government. After all, it is a

Down with the Immigration Bill!

Defend the immigrant workers!

The paséage of the Simpson-Rodino
Bill (the Immxgratlon Reform and Con-

marks a big escalation of the govern-
ment’s persecution of immigrant work-
ers from Mexico and other lands. The
capitalist rulers are sharpening their
oppression of. the immigrants as a
weapon to strike deep at the interests of
the working class.

An Injury to the Immigrants
Is an Injury to the
Working Class

For the capitalists there are big
profits to be made from the super-
exploitation of oppressed immigrant
labor. Millions of immigrant workers
are stripped of all rights in this country.
They are barred from unemployment
compensation and other social services.
They are forced into the worst jobs,
under the mostiinhuman conditions, and
often at sub-minimum wages. If they or-
ganize and resist, there is always the
threat of arrest and deportation hanging
over their heads.

The Simpson-Rodino Bill will add new
layers to this system of oppression and
discrimination against the immigrant
workers. By further pushing down the
condition of the foreign-born workers,
the capitalists are out to drive down all
the workers.

Repression Against the
Revolutionary Movement

The whole history of police measures
against the immigrants in this country
shows that this repression is also
directed against the revolutionary work-
ing class and progressive movements.
Class conscious workers from other
lands have always played an important
part in the revolutionary workers’ move-
ment, and they have always been a spe-
cial target of the government’s attacks
on the immigrants.

The Simpson-Rodino Bill is no excep-
tion. It is stacked against strikers, dem-
onstrators, and others who may run

regime which defends exploitation,
murders leftists, and is no friend of the
Russians. And on Nicaragua, while Rea-
gan hasn’t made any bones about
publicly supporting the contras, they
don’t really want the masses to know all
the ins and outs.of how they’re financ-
ing and running this shameful, terrorist
war.

They didn’t mean for the ugly details
to leak out on this affair. An obscure
Syrian-connected journal in Lebanon
first spilled the beans. But that could of

Continued on page 22

March this pist summer against the oppression of Immlgrals
in San Ysidro, California.

afoul of capitalist law and order.
Moreover, the ‘‘document verification”’
system and the other sweeping new
laws in the Simpson-Rodino Bill are just
one piece of the whole arsenal of repres-
sive, police-state measures that Ronald
Reagan, Ed Meese, William Rehnquist
and the bipartisan crew on Capitol Hill
are putting in place against the working
masses.
Rpo— . - S
‘‘America Standing Tall”’
Against the People
of the World

The growing repression against the
immigrants also has a wider political
aim. It is part of building up a racist fear
and hatred for peoples of other
countries; lining up support for the

capitalist government in its struggle-

against ‘‘aliens’’ and ‘‘foreigners’’; and

spreading a chauvinist ‘‘America stand-

ing tall’”’ mentality.

This is inseparable from the govern-
ment’s imperialist drive towards war. It
is no accident that the Simpson-Rodino
Bill will fall heavily on, among others,
workers from Central America at a time
when the Reagan administration is get-
ting bogged down in a Viet Nam-type
war against the Central American work-
ers and peasants.

The Reformists Don’t Want to
Fight the Simpson-Rodino Bill

For over a decade, Mexican and other
immigrants and progressive activists
have been protesting and demonstrat-
ing against the Simpson-Rodino Bill and
its predecessors. Its coming into law is
not the end of the battle. On the con-
trary, it lends even more urgency to the
fight against the attacks coming from

Continued on page 6
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The KKK murdered Atlanta’s children, the government covered it up

Punish the racist killers
and their government protectors!

No black person, no one who is
revolted by racist savagery, will easily
forget the case of the Atlanta child mur-
ders. The murders began in July 1979
" and continued at the rate of more than
one black child a month for almost two
years. The government’s answer to this
racist terror was to launch a coverup.
Wayne Williams was railroaded for two
of the murders; and with this black man
in prison for life, the government
declared that the case was closed.

But the gaping cracks in the official
story were too big and now bits and
pieces of the truth are finally coming
out. Recently discovered court files nail
down that a gang of racist Klansmen
have their hands drenched in the blood
of the children of Atlanta. The police
and government officials have known
this all along, but they kept it secret.
They deliberately covered for and
protected the racist mass murderers.

Government Deception to Shield
the Klan Murderers

The Atlanta child murders had
created panic in high places. The con-
cern, however, was not for the victims of
these murders, but to smother the
flames of anti-racist struggle that they
were spreading among the black work-
ing masses. An elaborate campaign of
deception was launched out of the
mayor’s office, the governor’s mansion
and the halls of the Justice Department
in Washington to hide the racist hand of
the KKK. :

Despite the methodical and brutal na-
ture of these murders, the Atlanta
police department at first insisted that
they were no more than isolated inci-
dents. Only after the parents and other
poor and working people began to or-
ganize and protest this systematic terror
did the Atlanta police finally organize a
task force to investigate. That was in
July 1980, a full year after the slaughter
began. At its height 400 men were as-
signed to this task force, one of the big-
gest criminal investigations ever
launched. However, its purpose wasn’t
to find the racist killers, but to convince
the public that racist gangs were not in-
volved.

All along the police hinted that the
children themselves were probably
petty criminals and the impression was
left that they.got what they deserved.
Parents were repeatedly subjected to
degrading and humiliating interroga-
tions. But if this were not low enough,
the FBI held a news conference to an-

nounce their suspicion that the mothers .

themselves may have had a hand in the
murders.

Day after day, the government offi-
cials droned on that the child murders
had nothing to do with racism, but were
cases of ‘‘black on black” crime. The
FBI drew up a ‘“‘psychological profile’’
of a likely killer as a black male from a
broken family. They even hired a
“‘psychic’’ to agree.

Governor Bugsbee announced that

the extensive study which he had or-

dered of Klan activity had concluded

that it.did not represent any danger to
the people of Georgia. Meanwhile, the
special investigators of his own state
police were listening in on a gang of
Klansmen as they stockpiled their ar-
senals and talked about hunting
children.

The Masses Start to Take Action

The government’s campaign of
deception was aimed at snuffing the
fuse of the explosion building up among
the black masses. Across the country
there was anger at what was taking
place in Atlanta and protests were
beginning. But it was especially in the
housing projects and poor neighbor-
hoods from which the murdered
children had been taken that a storm
was brewing. Angry protests were held
and tenants in both the Techwood
Projects and Capital Homes organized
armed patrols to defend their children
from further violence.

The working and oppressed masses
were beginning to take matters into
their own hands to fight back against
racist terror.

The Dirty Role of the
Black Bourgeolsie

The black bourgeoisie in the city was
frightened stiff by this prospect. The
black mayor, Maynard Jackson, accused
the patrols of being vigilantes. Sixty
police were removed from the investiga-
tion of the murders and ordered to keep
a watch on the patrols. Several mem-
bers of the patrols were arrested.

Along with the mayor, both the
NAACP and SCLC leaderships
denounced the masses for organizing
themselves. Benjamin Hooks, head of
the NAACP, condemned all who even
suggested the murders were racist as
‘‘irresponsible, irrational .and in-
temperate.”” Representatives from
these organizations said ‘‘racism is not
the issue,’’ that ‘‘crime in general is the
issue.”” These leaders even used the
murders to pitch for more government
funds for their organizations, allegedly
to address the social ills within the black
community.

The child murders posed a sharp
crisis for the black bourgeoisie. In the
first place, it put them on the spot to
prove to the capitalist ruling class that
the ‘black administration of the city
government was equal to the task of
keeping a lid on the mass struggle and
safeguarding law and order in such an
explosive situation. That is why they
were so eager to assist the government
coverup of the racist scum responsible
for the murders; and that is why they
showed such a stubborn opposition to
developing any type of resistance to the
racist violence.

When Atlanta’s present black mayor,
Andrew Young, was recently asked
about the new evidence that has come to
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light, he is reported to have responded:
‘“‘Don’t cry over spilled milk.”” This is
amazing, even from the arrogant bour-
geois Andy Young. It wasn’t milk that
was spilled, but the blood of 30 black
children.

Young’s callous remark shows how
far the black bourgeois is willing to go in
order not to rock the boat and to check
the outrage of the working and im-
poverished black masses. Even five
years later they are still telling the
people not to worry, not to get fired up
just because all the evidence indicates
that racist terrorists — with the
knowledge and protection of the police
and other government officials —
carried out systematic savagery against
the children of Atlanta.

The Murderers Must Be
Brought to Justice

By the summer of 1981, with the
anger and protests growing, the police
and government officials were in a panic

to put someone behind bars. In a cynical.

ploy to convince the public that the
racist murders were really just blacks
killing each other, the police arrested
Wayne  Williams, a  small-time
entertainer. Williams was to be
sacrificed and the world was supposed
to accept that the murders were solved.

He was put through a hurried trial.
There were no eye-witnesses, no
fingerprints, no recovered weapons,
and nothing to link Williams with the
-other 28 murders. It now turns out that
the main witness against Williams was a
hardened Klansmen and liar. The
prosecution’s case was so thin that it
hinged on notoriously unreliable fiber
evidence and dog hairs. Nonetheless,
Williams was convicted of the two mur-
ders and given two life sentences.

(The dog hairs that were so critical to
his conviction were the same ones that
were first believed to have come from a

and ;

Siberian husky, such as owned by the
Klansman Charles Sanders — the same
Klansman known by the police to have
been involved in the murders. It was
only after Williams was up on trial that
it was said that the hairs could have
belonged to Williams’ German shepard
as well.)

But the biggest mockery in this trial
was that the hard evidence implicating
the Klan in the murders remained
stashed away in the police vaults. Com-
pared to what they had on Wayne Wil-
liams, the police had a hundred times
more of a case against the Klansman
Charles Sanders and his racist cohorts:
detailed information from informers, re-
corded discussions, several eye-wit-
nesses placing them with the victims,
dog hairs and other pieces of evidence.
Moreover, the Klansmen had a clear
and declared motive, as this gang of
racists openly boasted that they were ar-
ming themselves to the teeth for the
purpose of killing blacks (as well as
Jews and other would-be victims of their
fascist doctrine).

Justice demands that the conviction
of Williams be overturned. But that is
not enough. The racist murderers of At-
lanta’s children must be prosecuted to
the full and receive the severe punish-
ment that they deserve. The police and
government officials who are respon-
sible for protecting the bloodstained
Klansmen should also be put on trial.

As the whole Atlanta experience
shows, there will be no justice for the
victims of racist terror if things are left
in the hands of the police, the courts and
lawyers, and the pro-capitalist officials
(even if they are black). The workers
2 mat-
ters into their own hands, build or-
ganization, and launch a determined
struggle against the racist gangs and
the capitalist government which com-
forts and shelters them. (<

Revelation’s about the Klan’s role
in the Atlanta child murders

The government cover-up

unravels

The official government cover-up of
the Atlanta child murdets is starting to
unravel. New information is coming out
that confirms what black and progres-
sive people across the country have
been certain of all along.

The new information provides firm
evidence that it was a racist gang of Ku
Klux Klansmen which systematically
murdered 30 of Atlanta’s black children
and youth over a two-year period begin-
ning in the summer of 1979. It also con-
firms that the police and government
officials were aware of this evidence at
the time, but carried out a massive
cover-up of this racist savagery,

Part of this government cover-up was
the railroad of the black man Wayne
Williams for two of the murders. In
recent months, Williams’ defense team
has set out to overturn his conviction
armed with previously undisclosed and
hidden information. Most importantly,
they have gotten their hands on court
files documenting a secret probe of the
KKK'’s role in the murders. Much of
this is apparently still not public, but
lawyers and police officials presented
key parts of it on ABC'’s Nightline, and
the September and October issues of
Spin magazine carried other pieces of

the new informafion.

Condemning Evidence
Against the Klan

The new information centers on seven
members of the Sanders family —
father Carlton and sons Charles, Don,
Jerry, Terry, James and Ricky.
Together this family is a gang of thugs,
with a history of narcotics and arms traf-
ficking, armed robbery, child molesting,
wife beating and so on. They are also
connected to the National States Rights
Party/New Order of the Ku Klux Klan,
which is headquartered in Marietta,
outside of Atlanta. This Klan faction is
known for its particularly virulent ap-
peals for racist violence and for stockpil-
ing weapons in preparation for race war.

A reliable informant of the Atlanta
police department for eighteen years,
alias B.J. Jones, had been in contact
with the Sanders family and their fellow
Klansmen. B.J. Jones had engaged
them in some weapons and drug deals,
and they had tried to recruit him into
their plans to break into National Guard
armories to steal heavy weapons for the

Continued on next page
See COVER-UP



COVER-UP
Continued from prev. page

race war that they were hoping for.

Court papers document the following
interview between B.J. Jones and an
Atlanta police inspector conducted in
early 1981. The police informer reports
that members of the Sanders family
were openly bragging about murdering
the children and planning further kill-
ings:

“‘Source [B.J. Jones] advised that
Sanders related to him that they [KKK]
were creating an uprising among the
blacks in Atlanta and that they were kill-
ing the children — that they were going
to do one each month until things blow
up....Source explained that Charles
Sanders told him that he was going to
kill the Geter boy, that this was prior to
Christmas 1980. Then the kid came up
missing, and I know he did it...some-
time prior back in early summer...the
Geter boy and another black kid was
playing [in Lakewood Heights] with a
go-cart — Charles Sanders came by —
parked his car in the street and the
Geter boy ran the go-cart into his car —
Source related that Charles Sanders
blew his top about it....This was a long
time before he said that he was going to
kill him...after he tried to get me to help
[break into the armories] — he pointed
at Geter and said — See that little black
bastard? — I'm going to get him — I'm
gonna kill him — I'm gonna choke the
black bastard to death.”

On January 3, 1981, fourteen-year-old
Lubie Geter disappeared and was later
found strangled to death. An eyewitness
had seen Lubie getting into a car with a
white man with a jagged scar on his
neck. Carlton Sanders has such a scar
on his neck. On January 9, the remains
were found of eleven-year-old Earl Ter-
rel, a friend of Lubie’s who had been
with him when the go-cart ran into
Sanders’ car. He was last seen a month
after the go-cart incident.

~ B.J. Jones also told police that in the
homes of the Sanders’ and the group of
Klansmen around. them, he had seen
M16 rifles, bazookas, hand grenades,
and plastic explosives. He also pointed
out that they had collections of police,
Coca-Cola, Purolator-Courier and other
uniforms. The significance of this is that
scores of witnesses were reporting
having last seen a number of the child
victims alive with a man wearing a
uniform.

Meanwhile, a second police inform-
ant, who himself held a high post in one
of the Klan factions, gave independent
corroboration of B.J. Jones’ account
with a similar report that the Sanders
family and the KKK was involved in the
murders.

A Secret Investigation to
“Cover the Tracks of the Klan

So what did the police do with this in-
formation? The evidence against the
Klan was put under wraps and the case
was taken over by an arm of the state
government, the Georgia Bureau of In-
vestigation, which launched its own
secret probe of the Sanders family and
the KKK. At the initial meeting to
launch the investigation, the then direc-
tor of the GBI, Philip Peters, stressed
that all information gathered on the
Klan’s activities must be kept strictly
secret.

At this point B.J. Jones was wired
with listening devices and tape re-
corders as he became an undercover
agent for the GBI’'s special investiga-
tion. Two months of surveillance of the
Sanders family brought out further
pieces of evidence.

A telephone wiretap revealed a con-
versation between B.J. Jones, Don and
Charles Sanders, and Dr. Edward
Fields, head of the National States
Rights Party, in which Fields authorized
the purchase of weapons. This con-
firmed both the link between the
Sanders family and the Klan as well as
its paramilitary intentions. _

In. another taped phone conversation
there is talk about hunting children. It

records Don Sanders telling his brother
Terry: ‘‘I might go out and ride around a
little bit...””

““‘Go find you another kid, another
little kid?’’ responded Terry.

““Yeah,’’ said Don, ‘‘scope out some
places, we’ll see you later....”’

The investigators also made the con-
nection between the fact that a Siberian_
husky hung out in Charles Sanders’
yard and that on the bodies of fifteen of
the murdered children hairs of a
Siberian husky had been found.

The Investigation Is Called Off
and the Evidence Destroyed

The pieces of a solid case were com-
ing together against the Klan thugs.
That is when the GBI officer in charge of
the secret investigation, Joe Jackson,
called off the probe. Jackson held an un-
recorded interview with Charles
Sanders on April 23, 1981. Afterwards
the GBI investigation was officially
ended.

Apart from this gentlemen’s chat with
the GBI officer, Charles Sanders was

Protest against the child murders held in Atlanta, Georgia in March 1981.
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never officially questioned by the police.
But Joe Jackson says that he accepted
Charles Sanders’ word for it that they
were not involved in the child murders
and therefore proceeded to close down
the entire special investigation. What's
more, all charges against the Sanders
for weapons and narcotics violations
were also dropped. And just for good
measure to ensure that the investigation
would go no further, it appears that Joe
Jackson of the GBI also tipped
Sanders that B.J. Jones was a police
informant. _

In July, after the conviction of Wayne
Williams for two murders, Joe Jackson
took the tapes and other evidence from
the secret investigation from the vault at
the GBI and destroyed them. (An At-
lanta police investigator had made
detailed notes of the tapes, which have
only come to light in recent months.)

An Elaborate Cover-up
for the Klan Murderers

From its late start to its early finish,
the police investigation of the Sanders
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family and the Klan was a cover-up, a
secret operation to protect the Klan
thugs. There was every reason to
believe that it was racist goons of the
KKK type who were responsible for the
methodical murders of the black
children. With their extensive network
of informants and contacts within the
racist and right-wing terrorist groups,
the police were fully capable of digging
up any Klan involvement if they so
desired. But they had no such desire. So
when their contacts - within the Klan
circles began to come up with evidence
against the Klan anyway, the police
went out of their way to bury this
evidence and protect the KKK
gangsters. j

It has not yet been revealed exactly
who knew the details of the GBI's secret
probe. Reportedly, top police and city
officials were in on the decisions to hush
up and then shut down this investiga-
tion. In fact, it is hard to believe that the
GBI acted alone. But the main thing
here is that hiding the bloody tracks of
the Klan was in line with the govern-
ment’s entire approach to the handling
of the whole child murders crisis.

From the office of Atlanta’s black
Mayor Maynard Jackson, to Governor
Bugsbee, up to the FBI and the Justice
Department there was a single preoc-
cupation to convince the people of At-
lanta and the country that the racist
gangs were not preying on the black
children. In line with this, GBI chief
Peters and other  officials expressed
their concern about ‘‘race riots’’ if in-
formation got out about the role of the
KKK in the child murders.

In short, putting a lid on the black
peoples’ struggle against racist terror
called forth a sweeping government
cover-up of the systematic Klan
savagery against the children of At-
lanta. O

What does the Roxbury secession movement
mean for blacks and Latines?

(Reprinted from Oct. 14 ‘‘Boston
Worker, '’ newspaper of MLP-Boston.)
A group of black politicians has
launched a campaign to make Roxbury
and other areas of the city that are pre-
dominantly black and Latino into a
separate city. They call themselves the
Greater Roxbury Incorporation Project
or GRIP. GRIP has drawn support from
a number of black politicians and
businessmen as well as from a number
of racist white politicians. They have

held several meetings around the city
and they have placed a referendum on
the November ballot. [The secession
plan was heavily voted down in the
November referendum, which was held
in the mainly minority districts.]
Although even the supporters of this
referendum say they do not think it will
win, the capitalist newspapers and TV
stations are giving a great deal of cover-
age to this proposal. So what is behind
all the commotion?

GRIP supporters say that by separat-
ing into a new city the black people will
be taking a step toward liberation. Of
course as the result of decades of rac-
ist discrimination, the black and Latino
people are already largely concentrated
in certain districts of the city where they
suffer inferior housing and transporta-
tion- as well as police harassment. So
the real meat of the GRIP proposal

Continued on page 19
See ROXBURY
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Benefit for Noah Roisten’s legal defense

‘Self-defense against racism is a right, not a crime!"

On November 12, the Noah Roisten
‘Defense Committee held a benefit to
raise funds for Noah’s legal defense.
One hundred thirty workers, college
students, and young people from
Noah’s neighborhood attended the
militaint event.

Two youth — who had been with
Noah the night he was attacked by a rac-
ist gang on the MBTA — addressed the
benefit. They stressed that two racists
were severely beating Noah when, in
self-defense, he stabbed one of them.
And they declared that it’s a crime that
Noah has had to spend any time in
jail since he was defending himself
from a racist attack.

A motorman on the MBTA also
spoke. He related his experience with
the government and the MBTA trying to
cover up a racist gang attack. They had
tried to create the lying impression that
his train had hit a black youth. He
pointed out that this experience had
taught him how important it is for the
masses to support each other, and that
was why he was supporting Noah and
why everyone should.

At the benefit, letters of support for
Noah were read. One, signed by 33 GE
workers who had raised nearly $100 for
Noah’s defense, stressed that ‘‘These
days, black and white workers need to
be united, not divided. Reagan would
love us to be fighting each other instead
of him and his rich friends.’’ Another,
signed by 16 workers who raised $55 for
the defense fund, declared, ‘‘We
workers from Sintered Metals Inc.
would like to add our voices to those
who are defending Noah Roisten. We
demand that the government stop
persecuting Noah for his brave act of
standing up to Joseph Hennigan and
his racist gang.”’

Noah’s aunt spoke on behalf of the

Defense Committee. She reported on

how the court-appointed lawyers had
tried to pressure Noah into pleading
guilty. She said that now, with the
money from the defense fund, they had
finally been able to hire a private lawyer
who promised to fight for Noah. She
thanked all .who were there for their
support.

A comrade from the Marxist- Lemmst
Party also gave a militant statement. In
conclusion he stated, ‘“The Marxist-
Leninist Party believes that all workers
must stand up to defend the rights of
black people and to oppose the poison of
racism that is used by the rich to divide,
and rule, and drag down the entire

—

workmg class. The spmt of resistance
is growing and that is what the rich and
their government are afraid of. They are
afraid that Noah’s courageous spirit will
catch on. Well, sorry Ronnie [Reagan],
sorry [Boston Mayor] Ray Flynn — it
has caught on. This benefit is an expres-
sion of that fact.”

The high point of the benefit came at

Demonstration

A court hearing to set Noah’s trial
date was scheduled for November 18.
To show support for him, the Noah
Roisten Defense Committee held a
demonstration which marched from
Noah’s neighborhood to the Roxbury
District Court House on Saturday,
November 15.

The demonstrators handed out
hundreds of leaflets, chanted anti-racist
slogans and sang songs against racism
and apartheid in South Africa all along
the march route. g

Workers from the MBTA and other
work places, MIT students, and Noah’s
friends and family took part in the
demonstration. As it passed through
Noah’s neighborhood other people
joined the march for short distances.
And many more people showed their
support for the militant slogans which
demanded Noah’s release, called for a
fight against the racist offensive of
Reagan and the rich, and declared

solidarity with the fighting black masses -

in South Africa.

At the street where the Roisten family
lives the march stopped for a mili-
tant rally. A lot of people stopped for
discussion and to express support for
Noah.

The march proceeded on to a shop-'

ping center mall. The demonstrators
turned straight through the mall tak-
ing the security guards by surprise.
Youths who were friends of Noah’s
joined the march here, noisily showed
their support, and took a bunch of flyers
to distribute.

As the march approached the Rox-
bury District Court House it went by
about 50 teenagers and a few parents
who were gathered in front of a local
club. They wanted to know what was
going on and for about 15 minutes a
vigorous discussion broke out that
developed into support for Noah.

11 p.m. when Noah called from jail and
was able to-address the crowd over the
public address system. He thanked the
committee, his family, the MLP, and
all who came to the benefit, for their
support. Without that support, he said,
he would not have a chance. His state-
ment was greeted by shouts of ‘‘Free
Noah! Free Noah! Self-defense against

racism is a right, not a crime!”’

Through the work for the benefit over
$1,100 was raised from workers and
students throughout the Boston area.
This swelled the fund for Noah’s legal
expenses to a total of $4,000. Many
thousands of dollars more is still needed
as the trial approaches. O

against the railroad
of Noah Roisten

The march concluded with a mili-
tant rally across the street from the
Roxbury District Court House where the
government was denounced for rail-

roading Noah, and everyone was called
on to build up the movement against
racism. O

The defense committeé’

appeals for support

(Excerpt from statement by the Noah
Roisten Defense Committee entitled
‘‘Self-Defense Against Racism Is a
Right Not a Crime!"’ Reprmted from
Nov. 12 “‘Boston Worker. ")

Noah has had two court-appointed
attorneys. The first never even talked
to him for a whole year. The second
never even bothered to ask Noah what
had happened and put repeated pres-
sure on Noah to plead guilty to man-
time, refused to prepare a case for trial
or even talk to Noah about the pos-
sibility. Apparently the District Attor-
ney and the lawyer thought that, having
sat in jail for a year, Noah would agree
to anything.

But N6ah has stood up to this pres-
sure and demanded a trial. Thanks to
previous contributions by hundreds of
workers, the Noah Roisten Defense

Committee has been able to find and
make an initial payment to a private
lawyer who has agreed to organize an
aggressive defense for Noah. But much
more money is needed to pay the legal
bills. _

To keep from being railroaded to a
long prison term by the racist authori-
ties Noah needs the active support of
the community and of every anti-racist
worker, black or white. Please join us
in raising monmey for Noah’s legal
defense and, more importantly, in help-
ing build a mass movement demanding
Noah’s release.

THE NOAH ROISTEN DEFENSE

COMMITTEE

PO Box 533

Boston, MA 02123 |

Who is Noah Roisten?

Noah Roisten is a young black man
who has been held in jail for 17 months
on one quarter million dollars bail for
the simple act of having defended him-
self from an extremely violent armed
attack of a racist gang. Despite the fact
that there are numerous unbiased wit-
nesses to the fact that Noah was the
victim of a racist attack and was acting
in self-defense, and despite the fact that
Noah suffered severe internal injuries

from the racist attack, the police and
government prosecutor have charged
Noah with first degree murder. The
persecution of Noah Roisten is yet
another example of how the govern-
ment of the rich promotes, protects and
supports racism.

(Excerpted from Nov. 12 ‘‘Boston
Worker,’’ paper of MLP-Boston.) O

Pa—

In midst of Reaganite hypocrisy about drugs

New York's ‘finest’ caught in the drug trade

Eight policemen from the 77th
Precinct in Brooklyn, New York were in-
dicted November 6 for. sale or posses-
sion of illegal drugs. It is reported that
the policemen were involved in stealing
crack, marijuana, and guns from drug
dealers and then reselling them.

These indictments provide more
evidence of the hypocrisy of the Reagan-
ite ““war on drugs.” When soldiers for
the ““war on drugs”’ are themselves part
of the drug traffic, why should anyone
believe that more police enforcement
will stop the heavy toll taken by drug
abuse? They shouldn’t! The bipartisan
‘“‘war on drugs’’ of Reagan and the
Democrats is aimed more at stepping up
the repression orf ordinary working
people than at breaking up the big-time
drug rings or punishing the rich who

profit off of the ruined lives caused by
the drug trade.

‘““War on Drugs’’ Aimed at
Repression of Working Masses

At the center of the bipartisan, anti-
drug measures passed in Congress this
October is increased funding for police,
jails, and border patrols. The bill will
add more than a billion dollars to the $2
billion already spent yearly for police
enforcement.

But increasing the police forces does
nothing to deal with the chronic social
diseases that give rise to the blight of
drug abuse. Unemployment and
poverty, overwork and harassment in
the work places, racial oppression and
terror against immigrants, these and

other abuses of grinding capitalist ex-
ploitation are the roots from which drug
abuse grows. But instead of dealing
with these problems, Reagan and the
Democrats have launched more repres-
sion against the ordinary masses in the
cities and the immigrants on the border.
The real nature of their ‘‘war on drugs’’
can be seen in the experience in New
York City.

Terror Against Ordinary People
While the Bigshots Are
Off the Hook

The offensive against drugs in New
York City has been well publicized.
Police raids on the housing projects of
the poor, impounding the cars of work-
ers and young people caught buying

drugs, and other police repression
against working people was supposed to
stem the tide of drug traffic in the city.

Then, all of a sudden, it came out that
illegal drug dealers were complaining
not that they were being suppressed but
that policemen were stealing their drugs
to sell. This complaint eventually led to
an investigation by a special state
prosecutor and the indictment of several
cops. Instead of stopping the flow of
drugs, it turned out that policemen are
involved in spreading them.

Police Commissionér Benjamin Ward
claims that the police involvement in the
drug traffic is not a major citywide
phenomenon. But this is hard to
believe. The investigation that was

Continued on page 12
See DRUG TRADE



On the midterm elections results

The Senate majority remains a Reaganite majority

The 1986 elections are done and over
with. The Democrats and Republicans
spent more than a billion dollars in this
year’s campaigns. But they only suc-
ceeded in showing, more strikingly than
ever, that there isn’t a dime’s worth of
difference between the two capitalist
parties.

There are many concerns agitating
the working people, but the elections
didn’t address them. It is therefore
hardly a surprise that voter turnout was
37.3% of the registered voters, the
lowest since 1942!

The Democratic Party recaptured con-
trol of the Senate, as well as preserved
its majority in the House. Control of
Capitol Hill passing into the hands of
the party out of power may lead some to
have expectations of change. But the
truth of the matter is that this doesn’t
amount to even a hill of beans for the
workers.

The labor chiefs of the AFL-CIO and
other flunkeys of the Democrats, such
as the pro-Soviet revisionist Communist
Party, USA, are however crowing to the
skies that the 1986 elections were a
crushing defeat for Reagan. They tell
us, now that the Democrats are in con-
trol of Congress, Reaganism will be
challenged and things will change for
the better for the working people.

But wait a minute. The Democratic
chieftains themselves are making no
such claims. On election night, as the
Democrats were winning eight Senate

seats away from the Republicans,
Senator Byrd, the upcoming Senate
Majority Leader, made it very clear that
the Democrats were not planning to con-
front Reagan. Bipartisanship was the
theme he stressed, not any sort of chal-
lenge against Reaganism.

Indeed, throughout the election cam-
paign, the Democrats worked extra hard
not to fight against Reagan. Just before
the elections, the Wall Street Journal,
mouthpiece of the monopolies, noted
that ‘‘virtually nowhere in this huge
arena of big-league politics will you find
a major Democratic candidate opposing
Ronald Reagan’s politics. Something
remarkable has happened to the Demo-
cratic Party. It won’t fight.”” (Did it
ever?)

And this is borne out even more if you
look at the composition of the Senate
Democratic majority. The majority in
the Senate remains a Reaganite
majority. The Democrats who replaced
the Republicans stand for policies
~barely distinguishable from the Repub-
lican opponents they defeated.

Take a few examples. Democratic
Congressman Richard Shelby defeated
Republican Senator Jeremiah Denton in
Alabama. But in the House, Shelby has
stood with the Reagan administration on
most issues. In Florida, Democratic
Governor Robert Graham who won the
Senate seat supports Reagan on Star
Wars and aid for the contra terrorists.

Even the victors who have had a
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liberal reputation worked hard during
the campaign to shed that image.

Senator Biden who campaigned in 25
states for the Democrats says that the
candidates he saw during his travels did
‘‘a lot of trimming of traditional liberal
sails.”” Traditional liberalism didn’t
stand for the interests of the workers,
but even its lip service for some of the
needs of the masses is considered out of
sync in the age of Reaganism.

The new Democratic leadership in
Congress can also be expected to follow
through on the Reaganite agenda. Sure,
the Democrats will have their squabbles
with Reagan, but the reactionary capi-
talist offensive that Reagan champions
will very much remain in place.

The Senate and House will be under
the charge of Senator Byrd and Con-
gressman Jim Wright, who are well
known for their conservative views.

The program to boost the Pentagon
budget and rush towards war will con-
tinue unabated. Senator Sam Nunn will
replace Barry Goldwater on the Armed
Services Committee. Nunn is a well-
known hawk, a good friend of the Pen-
tagon. On election night Nunn pointed
out that his top priority is going to be to
keep Reagan’s Star Wars program
alive.

And in the area of social programs,
Congress will continue the policy of cut-
backs. Even the prince of liberals, Ted
Kennedy, who is taking the chair of the
Labor and Human Resources Com-
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mittee, talks of support for a ‘‘revenue
neutral’’ approach to social issues. And
don’t forget Kennedy supported the
Gramm-Rudman cutbacks this year.

It is quite clear that the Democrats
will not challenge Reaganism in the next
two years. After all, they have col-
laborated with the Reaganite program °
through the last six years of the Reagan
presidency. And this isn’t because of
the fairy tale we are told about the
popularity of Reagan’s policies. No, it is
because the Democrats are the other
party of big business. And Reaganism is
the program of big business. It isn’t just
the right-wing agenda of the ex-
Hollywood actor in the White House.

The working class cannot sit idle; we
must confront the Reaganite offensive.
With six years of Reagan, we are al-
ready in a new Viet Nam-type war in
Central America. Bigotry against
minorities and oppression of women are
on the rise. The wages and working
conditions of the employed are being cut
down. Industrial accidents have been
gtowing. The number living in poverty
has increased. The environment gets
worse.

The times cry out for change. But as
election ‘86 reaffirms, change is up to
us. Moving ahead requires not reliance
on capitalist politicians but the mass ac-
tion of the working people. O

Who pays for Boesky? Who pays for the mergers?

Boesky has made hundreds of millions
of dollars off stock market mampulatlon
and “‘insider” information. He is an
*‘arbitrager.’”’ He works with the stocks
of companies about to merge.

Boesky'’s job performs no useful work
at all. He doesn’t add anything to the
economy, produce anything, or provide
any service.

The other speculators are complain-
ing that Boesky cheated and illegally
used ‘‘insider information’’ not avail-
able to them. But even if Boesky had

obeyed the rules, he still wouldn’t
have been doing anything productive. '
He is one of the small handful of invest-
ment bankers, corporate executives,
lawyers, etc. who make millions from
the merger fever that has struck big
business. Mergers have zoomed to the
point where they affect firms valued at
close to $200 billion in a single year.
And each merger gives millions upon
millions in fees, percentage commis-
sions, profits from buying and selling
junk bonds, and ‘‘golden parachutes’’

to speculators, executives, and other
parasites. Each of them is a little
Boesky in his or her own right.

This money comes from the conces-
sions, the wage cuts, layoffs, and speed-
ups that are being imposed on the work-
ers. These concessions, which ruin
workers by the hundreds of thousands,
which push millions to the wall, which
drive the standard of living down, are
done for the sake of the superprofits
of a handful.

Today the capitalists talk of driving

wages down while even first-year
people in the investment houses on
Wall Street look for quarter-million
dollar salaries.

Should the workers keep sacrificing
for the profits of Boesky and the New
York Stock Exchange? Or should the
Stock Exchange, the parasites, and the
‘‘golden’’ privileges of the high-living
executives be sacrificed for the good of
the working class?

Court orders schools to cater to religious bigotry

The Reaganites are seeking to poison
the minds of the people. One of their
chief means is the promotion of
religious bigotry. They don’t want the
workers to see the cause of poverty and
misery in the capitalist system of ex-
ploitation, but in failure to uphold
religious doctrine. And they want to
produce stormtroopers ignorant of
everything.

This was what was at stake in a court
case in Greeneville, Tennessee. A
group of religious fundamentalists ob-
jected to the school books that didn’t
drill students in religious bigotry.

What books did they object to? Well,
here’s a sample.

They objected to the Diary of Anne
Frank, which is against the persecution
and murder of Jews by the Nazis. Their
reason — Anne makes statements in
favor of religious tolerance. They op-
pose such toleration and hold that the
textbooks must not put other religions
on a par with Christianity (to say noth-
ing of putting atheism on a par with
Christianity).

They objected to the Wizard of Oz be-
cause it showed the development of per-
sonal virtues such as courage, intel-
ligence and compassion by one’s own
efforts rather than saying they are god-
given.

They objected to books mentioning
the causes of tidal waves because in
their view only god is the cause.

They objected to any mention of when

dinosaurs lived (unless one lies about
when that was) because it goes against
their time table for when god created
the universe.

Shakespeare’s Macbeth really sent
them running with its inclusion of
witches in the cast of characters.
Cinderella was condemned for magic;
the fairy tales of Hans Christian
Andersen for fortune telling; Greek and
Roman mythology for idol worship; etc.

For that matter, they object in general
to requests for students to use their im-
agination ‘‘beyond the limitations of
scriptural authority.”’ This strikes hard
at many science texts. In short, they
were against any contact of their
children with modern science or modern
thought. Their children were to be kept
ignorant and isolated and bigoted. And
they demanded that the schools were to
take part in this religious indoctrination.
Even neutrality towards this indoctrina-
tion was condemned. (Just imagine
how scared the fundamentalists are that
their children might have any thought of
their own or be able to judge things for
themselves.)

The Courts Agree

And the court agreed. It specified
that the public schools must cater to this
religious indoctrination and religious
bigotry. Their children were to be ex-
cused from reading any book that might
undermine their faith in the good, old-

time, cross-burning religion. Any book
the parents objected to.

Nor was this a fluke. This decision
was in line with the current Reaganite
doctrine that the schools should in-
doctrinate ‘‘Christian values.’

The Reaganite think tanks have ex-
plained that indoctrination of Chris-
tianity supposedly does not violate
religious freedom. On the contrary,

Continued on page 6
See BIGOTRY

Fundamentalist sues Satan

in Arkansas

The Reaganites want to impose
“‘Christian values’’ not only on the
schools but on the courts. After the
November elections an unsuccessful
candidate for the U.S. Senate, Ralph
Forbes, sued a public school district
in Arkansas to make them stop observ-
ing Halloween. He charged it was a
satanic holiday. To back this up he
claimed to be suing not only on his be-
half and that of children, but also of
Jesus Christ. (After all, if god “talks to
Robertson and tells him whether to
run for president, why shoudn’t Christ
give Forbes power of attorney?) And he
named Satan as a defendant, along with
the school district, some officials, etc.

In this day and age of Reaganite
idiocy, you never know what the courts
will take seriously. After all, a Tennes-
see court in Greeneville just upheld
that having children read Shakespeare,
or about dinosaurs, or about what
causes tidal waves, violates the reli-

gious rights of fundamentalist parents.
And a court in Italy took seriously the
testimony of a self-proclaimed Jesus
Christ in the ‘‘Bulgarian connection”
case.

Now who wants to be codefendant
with Satan? So the defense lawyer
filed a motion to dismiss Satan from the
suit. He gave constitutional grounds.
But just in case that didn’t work, he
added the argument that there is no
proof that Satan transacts business,
owns property, or had committed crimes
in Arkansas.

It should be interesting to see how the
court takes evidence on this case - of
Christ suing Lucifer. And do U.S.
courts really have jurisdiction over the
underworld?

If Satan is kept as a defendant, one
can expect a whole new dimension to
be given to the old excuse that ‘‘the
devil made me doit.” O
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Defend the immigrant workers!

Continued from front page

the Simpson-Rodino Bill. Now more
than ever the mass struggle is needed
against deportations, discrimination
and persecution and for the full rights of
the immigrant workers.

Here it must be noted that many of
the reformist Latino leaders have been
doing their best to undercut this
struggle. For years they have been
saying that the immigrants’ best hope
lies with the attempts of Representative
Roybal and other liberal Democrats in
the Congressional Hispanic Caucus to
negotiate better terms in any new im-
migration law. But the only thing these
negotiations produced was the votes of
half the Caucus members, Roybal in-
cluded, for the racist Simpson-Rodino
law.

Now that the Immigration Bill has be-
come law, the reformist misleaders are
pouring cold water on the fires of op-
position to it. Some are preaching that
nothing can be done and that at least the
bill is not as bad as it could have been.
After all, these reformists counsel, at

least some of the undocumented will be

T3

able to take advantage of the ‘‘am-
nesty.”’
Of course, those immigrants who

want to attempt to take advantage of the
‘‘amnesty’’ — and who understand fully
the restrictions, hassles and dangers in-
volved — should do so. But in no way
does that mean taking the heat off this
thoroughly racist, anti-immigrant, anti-
worker fmmigration Bill==

Build the Struggle to Defend
the Immigrant Workers!

Let all workers and progressive
people — native and foreign-born, legal
and ‘‘illegal”” — join the battle to
defend the immigrants. Build the
struggle for full and equal rights for all
workers in this country, no matter their
country of origin, the language they
speak, or the legal status imposed on
them by the government.

This struggle is part of the working
class fight against the Reaganite offen-
sive of the bourgeoisie. It is part of the
internationalist solidarity among the dif-

The ‘amnesty’ trap

Much is being made of the ‘‘legaliza-
tion’’ or ‘“‘amnesty’’ in the new Im-
migration Reform and Control Act. The
sponsors of this racist, anti-immigrant
law are advertising this alleged ‘‘am-
nesty’’ as a gesture of the ‘‘humane”
and ‘‘big-hearted’ attitude of the
government towards the ‘‘illegal
aliens.”” But cut through the fine words
and big promises and you find that this
‘‘amnesty’’ is more of the tight-fisted
and cruel oppression of the undocu-
mented foreign workers.

A Mountain of Restrictions,
Qualifications, and Conditions

To begin with, the ‘‘amnesty’’ is so
bristling with restrictions that only part,

probably only a small part, of the
several million undocumented workers
will be able to meet the requirements.
There are dozens of conditions to meet
this ‘‘amnesty.”” The following are the
most important:

® An applicant must have lived as
an ‘‘illegal’’ continuously in the U.S.
since before January 1, 1982. This ex-
cludes all the more recent immigrants,
such as several hundred thousand
recent refugees from the U.S.-backed
death-squad regimes in El Salvador and
Guatemala. It also excludes anyone who
has been out of the country for any
length of time or, ironicaliy, anyone who
has had any type of temporary legal
status (work permit, student or tourist
visa, etc.) over the last five years.

R
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failure to promote Christianity allegedly
amounts fo preaching ‘‘secular
humanism.”” They use this obscure
phrase, ‘‘secular humanism,’’ to refer
to any explanation of world events that
doesn’t refer to religion. They claim
that ‘‘secular humanism”’ is a religion,
the religion of denying the supremacy of
Christianity. All this double-speak is for
the sake of reinterpreting the U.S. Con-
stitution. When the First Amendment
denies the establishment of a state
religion, it is not forbidding the state in-
doctrination of religion. Oh no, it is
really guaranteeing that Christianity
must be taught in the schools. Why, if
Christianity isn’t taught in the schools,
it would amount to establishing a state
religion of ‘‘secular humanism.”’ (This
is a fine example of what the Reaganites
mean when they talk about the *‘strict
construction’’ of the letter of the Con-
stitution.)

And this sick joke is being taken up by
the courts. This proves once again that
the courts are simply the tool of the
ruling class. There is nothing too ab-
surd, nothing too ridiculous, for a pro-
capitalist court to take seriously — just
so long as it is in the interests of the
powers-that-be.

Some Reaganites Add an Amendment

Of course, not all the Reaganites ap-
plauded the Greeneville court decision.
You see, the fundamentalists in
Greeneville went so far that the teach-
ing of any science might be impossible.
Anyone could object to anything on the
grounds of religious prejudice. So if the
schools were to be refashioned accord-
ing to fundamentalist principles, you
could rule out science. And the Reagan-
ites do need the results of science, if not

the spirit. You see, science is needed
for atomicc bombs and star wars.
Science is needed for developing new
ways of sweating the workers in the fac-
tories. Science is needed to compete in
the modern world.

But the Reaganites also need shock
troops of completely ignorant people.
These are needed to break strikes, to
beat up minorities, to invade other
countries.

So the plan is to foster segregationist
and fundamentalist academies and
private schools to churn out the shock
troops. But in other schools science
must be taught (but perhaps not evolu-
tion and certainly not the science of how
to change society and fight exploita-
tion). Religious indoctrination is to be
stepped up, but even poison has to be
administered in the proper doses.

Science and Knowledge for
the Emancipation
of the Working Class

But the working class needs
knowledge and enlightenment. In order
to change the world, in order to
eliminate poverty and misery, the work-
ers must approach the world in a scien-
tific spirit. They must not only look for
the causes right here on earth of the
problems that are suffered on earth, but
they must look into the methods of
changing society.

The working class clears the way to
enlightenment by supporting true
religious freedom. This means both
freedom to worship any religion (and
not just Christianity) and freedom to
have no religion or to oppose religion.
The working class unites in its struggle
to change the world and triumphs over

doctrinal  differences  about the
afterworld. And, as the class struggle
Continued on page 7
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ferent races and nationalities that is
vital for building the revolutionary
workers’ movement. It will also help
tear down the walls that the ruling class
is trying to erect between the U.S. work-
ers and the workers and toilers of
Mexico, Central America and the rest of
the world. It is part of linking the Ameri-

® To prove continuous residence
will require documents such as pay
stubs and W-2 tax forms. Many of the
undocumented, living semi-under-
ground and hunted by the authorities,
either would not keep records, or would
not have used their real names for
employment.

® An applicant must show that he or
she will not become a ‘‘public charge.’’
The wording of this restriction is so wide
open that it could exclude any worker

who has needed unempioyment
benefits, workman’s compensation,
welfare, etc.

® An applicant must ‘‘show an un-
derstanding of English’’ and of U.S. his-
tory and government, or be enrolled in a
course to learn them. This is not so
easily done by an immigrant worker put-
ting in 12-hour days washing dishes or
bending over a sewing machine.

® Three misdemeanors or one
felony committed in the U.S. is an
automatic disqualification. This will ex-
clude any worker or activist who has
faced arrests on picket lines or in dem-
onstrations, as well as countless victims
of the racist and arbitrary persecution of
the police. Moreover, it is possible that
previous arrests and deportations for il-
legal entry into the U.S. may also be
cause for exclusion. If this is actually en-
forced, this provision alone would ex-
clude several million potential ap-
plicants. There are also vaguely worded
restrictions against certain political ac-
tivities before entry into the U.S.,
presumably for the purpose of excluding
progressive people.

To apply for this “‘amnesty’’ requires
filing with the INS (Immigration and
Naturalization Service) within the next
18 months. This means putting your fate
into the hands of the same INS which
has been hounding the undocumented
like a pack of wolves and which
deported 1.8 million immigrants last
year alone. If the arbitrary and racist
bureaucrats of the INS deny an applica-
tion, the immigrant will face arrest and
deportation. And worse, if it judges that
there were false statements or false
papers used in the application, it carries
penalties of up to five years in jail and a
$10,000 fine.

No wonder that there are grave
doubts about this ‘‘amnesty’’ in the im-
migrant communities. In general the
more stable and better-off immigrants
(professionals, skilled workers, store
owners, etc.) will be the ones who bene-
fit most from this “‘amnesty.’”’ So will
the predatory lawyers who have al-
ready begun swarming around the im-
migrant communities, offering to
process ‘‘amnesty’’ applications for fees
as high as several thousand dollars.

But for the majority of the super-ex-

with  the

can workers common
worldwide struggle for liberation from
imperialism and capitalist exploitation.
Down with the Immigration Reform
and Control Act!
Workers of all countries, unite! O

ploited underclass of the undocu-
mented, this ‘“‘amnesty’’ is a cruel hoax.
To escape their hunted status, some will
take the risk of applying and will be ac-
cepted. Others will fall into the trap and
be arrested and deported. Most will
probably just remain ‘‘illegals.”’

‘ Amnesty’’ Without Rights

But even gaining ‘‘amnesty’’ is no
paradise. In fact, the conditions of
‘‘legalization’’ are so obnoxious that
many will undoubtedly choose to take
the risk of continuing to live as an ‘‘il-
legal’’ under false documents over the
humiliating terms of this ‘‘amnesty.”’

Upon receiving ‘‘amnesty’’ an_im-
migrant will be given 18 months of
‘“‘temporary residence’’; then he or she
has to re-apply and hope to be accepted
for ‘“‘permanent residence.”” And for
five years the ‘‘amnestied’’ immigrant
will be held in the purgatory of a
humiliating, second-class existence.

Like parolled convicts, they will be
placed under the scrutiny of a police
bureaucracy, in this case by the INS.
Violations of their original condition of
““amnesty’’ are grounds for loss of
status and deportation.

The “‘amnestied”” will be barred from
almost all federal and state social serv-
ices — unemployment insurance, food
stamps, welfare, medical care, housing,
etc. While they work and pay taxes like
other workers, if they find themselves
jobless, sick or homeless they will be
left to suffer and starve.

The foreign-born, legal and ‘“illegal,”
have always faced job discrimination
that pushes them into jobs at the lowest
pay and the most back-breaking work.
The Simpson-Rodino Bill puts this into
law, declaring that it is legal for
employers to discriminate against the
‘‘amnestied’’ immigrants in hiring. The
empty and toothless *‘‘anti-discrimina-
tion’’ clause attached to the employer
sanctions will apply to citizens and other
immigrants, but not to the temporary
and permanent residents given ‘‘am-
nesty.”’

The ‘“‘amnestied’’ will not be allowed
to bring their spouses and children into
the country. In the style of apartheid,
this means that these immigrants work-
ers will face years and years of the
forced breakup of their families.

In short, this ‘‘amnesty’’ writes into
law a specially oppressed status for the
immigrants. It deprives them of their
rights. It discriminates against them.
And it helps to enforce the super-ex-
ploitation of immigrant labor by the
bloodsucking exploiters. So much for
the ‘‘humane’ and ‘‘big-hearted’”’
treatment of the immigrants by the
capitalist government. O



The anti-immigrant Simpson-Rodino Bill:

Repression in the name of ‘reform’

They have finally done it. In their
rampage against the rights of the work-
ing people, the Congress and the White
House have finally passed a sweeping
overhaul of the immigration laws. The
racist, anti-worker ‘‘Immigration Re-
form and Control Act of 1986’ (better
known as the Simpson-Rodino Bill and
previously known as the Simpson-
Mazzoli Bill) is the fruit of more than
a dozen years of congressional dickering
and more than a dozen years of racist
hysteria about the need to crack down
on so-called ‘‘illegal aliens.”’

The Simpson-Rodino Bill is being
advertised as a ‘‘humanitarian reform.”
- Supposedly it will “‘legalize’’ the ‘‘il-
legal aliens’’ with an ‘‘amnesty’’ that
allegedly will bring several million un-
documented immigrants ‘‘out of the
shadows’® of their semi-underground
existence. But there are two big flaws in
this promise.

First, the ‘‘amnesty’’ itself is a farce.
It is so loaded down with restrictions
that only a part of the undocumented
will qualify. Even then, those who do
qualify will face five years of second-
class existence: barred from social
services, discriminated against in
hiring, and placed under the close watch
of the INS (Immigration and Natural-
ization Service) with no guarantee
against future deportation.

The ‘“‘amnesty’’ is specially tailored
for the labor needs of big agribusiness.
Like indentured servants, many farm
workers will be committed to put in
threee years of loyal service to the
capitalist growers as a condition of
their ‘“amnesty.”

Then there are those who will apply
for ‘‘amnesty’’ only to fail to pass the
arbitrary judgements of the INS offi-
cials. These unfortunates will fall into
the ‘“‘amnesty’’ trap only to face de-
portation or even prison.

.Second, the billis packed with re-
pressive measures against the rest of
the undocumented and other immi-
grants. And lurking within this complex
law for ‘‘controlling’’ the immigrants
there are menacing measures for ‘‘con-
trolling’’ all militant workers and pro-
gressive activists. This is a monstrous
police law:

@ It puts in place civil and criminal
penalties against employers who hire

undocumented = workers. Employer
sanctions mean even worse job dis-
crimination against the immigrants and,
for that matter, any ‘‘foreign-looking’’
workers. (There are already reports of
employers in New York City firing
foreign-born workers in the name ,of
abiding by the new law.) They also
mean turning each employer into an
agent of INS and police surveillance
over the workers;

® It permits the president to set up
a national, computerized system of
‘““‘document verification.”” While done
in the name of ‘‘immigration control,”
this is a big step on the way of a com-
plete Big Brother system that can be
used for blacklisting militant workers,
tracking progressive activists and other
means of ‘‘control’”” over the whole
population;

® It makes the use of false papers to
gain employment a federal crime, with
heavy fines and two-year jail sentences;

® It beefs up the criminal penalties
for ‘‘smuggling aliens’’ into the U.S.
with up to five years in prison ‘‘per
smuggled alien.”” New language is
added to assist the persecution of
sanctuary activists. (The sanctuary
movement has been assisting refugees
fleeing from the death-squad regimes in
El Salvador and Guatemala; and the

government has been hounding sanc-

tuary activists on charges of ‘‘alien
smuggling.’’);

® It adds $868 million to the INS
budget over the next two years, and also
expands the Border Patrol police by
50%. This means a big escalation of the
war of harassment, beatings, raids, and
deportations that the INS and the Bor-
der Patrol have been waging against the
immigrant workers.

These are some of the .repressive
measures in the bill that stand out. The
bill also includes a number of less
severe measures, and it can be expected
that other hidden land mines of re-
pression will surface from the hazy
legal language of this far-reaching new
law.

Reaganites and Liberals Join Hands
Against the Immigrants and Workers

Ronald ﬁeagan signed the Simpson-
Rodino Bill because it is wholly in line

Boston protest against
anti-abortion amendment

Five thousand people demonstrated
October 18 in downtown Boston to pro-
test a proposed anti-abortion amend-
ment to the state constitution. This
amendment (which was voted down in
the November 4 elections) was pushed
by the reactionary anti-abortion move-
ment. It would have mandated the
government to stop state Medicaid
funds from paying for abortions, and
would have prohibited private insurance
policies from covering abortions. As
well it would have penalized medical
facilities that do provide abortions. This
referendum would have been a step
toward making all abortions illegal.

In their paper Boston Worker the
Boston Branch of the MLP issued a call
to participate in the demonstration.
They pointed out that the amendment’s
measures aimed at making it even more
difficult for poor and working class
women to have abortions by driving the
cost up prohibitively. This wotld only
increase the already heavy burden they
carry, as more women would be forced
to choose between unwanted children
and the danger of back-alley abortions.

Boston Worker also denounced the
anti-abortion movement’s propaganda
that people should suppert the amend-
ment because it would stop tax dollars
from being spent to ‘‘take lives.”’ Yet

these ‘‘pro-life’’ hypocrites do not lift a
finger to oppose the dirty CIA war of as-
sassination and rape against the work-
ing people of Nicaragua, nor to oppose
the huge stockpiling of weapons of mass
murder by the Reagan government —
all of which consumes billions of work-
ers’ tax dollars. What’s more, for all
their talk about saving lives, the ‘‘pro-
lifers’’ have not a word to say against
the cutbacks in social programs that are
devastating the working people and hit-
ting poor women and their children
especially hard.

The MLP organized a militant contin-
gent in the demonstration. The Party’s
banner declared: ‘‘Down with the anti-
abortion movement] Defend the rights
of working women!’’ In the march the
MLP contingent raised these slogans
and others for the rights of working
class women. They denounced the of-
fensive of Reagan and the rich and ex-
posed the anti-abortion movement
leaders as Reaganites who serve the
rich. Putting forward the working class
perspective on the question and raising
other demands such as for child care
and equal pay for equal work upset the
bourgeois feminist leaders of the event.
But a number of the MLP’s slogans
were taken up by mafly of the demon-
strators. O
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with the Reaganite assault on the rights
of the workers and all the oppressed.
But this immigration ‘‘reform’’, has
been long in the making. From its first
stirrings way back in the Nixon era, it
has been the likes of Peter Rodino, Ted
Kennedy, and other liberal Democrats
who have been its “main sponsors.
(While Kennedy did not vote for the bill
this time around, he has over the years
played a big role in keeping this type of
immigration ‘‘reform’’ alive.)

When the bill finally breezed through
Congress this October, it was the Demo-
crats and liberals who cast overwhelm-
ing votes in favor. It was mainly the
right-wing super-patriots who voted
against, angered by even the token
‘‘amnesty’’ for the undocumented.

The Democratic politicians like to .

pose as ‘‘friends of labor and the minor-
ities.”” But when it comes to the immi-
grants they spill their bigoted guts.
Together with the chauvinist labor
chieftains of the AFL-CIO, they try to
scapegoat the immigrants for unem-

ARMCO
Continued from page 11
November, the USWA bureaucrats

signed a concessions contract at
ARMCO which went so far as to agree to

_ployment, wage cutting and the other
“crimes of the capitalists — crying for
more deportations, jailings, and perse-
cution of the undocumented.

At the same time, the -Democrats
were the ones who took on the job -of
wrapping the racist and anti-worker
Immigration Bill in the cover of a
‘‘humanitarian reform.’’ Peter Rodino,
for example, advertises his bill as
‘‘show(ing) the big heart of America.”’

Oh yes, some of these Democratic
politicians wring their hands with con-
cern that the bill may lend itself to
discrimination and abuses. But; they
say, that is all part of the give-and-take
needed to pass their big-hearted re-
forms. The club of employer sanctions
and the host of other police laws against
the immigrants, they argue, is a neces-
sary trade-off for their miserable farce
of an ‘‘amnesty.”’

That’s just how the bourgeois liberals
horse-trade with the rights of the work-

ing people. O

different wage rates for the workers at
each of ARMCO’s three mills. The
USWA hacks began by splitting up the
workers company by company. Now
they are even splitting them up mill by
mill. a

Bethlehem workers picket
against contracting out

Steel workers picketed Bethlehem
Steel’s Sparrows Point headquarters
near Baltimore in early November. They
were protesting Bethlehem’s violations
of the new contract which was just
signed July 1.

In the contract, enormous concessions

‘were traded for Bethlehem’s promise to

stop contracting out jobs to low wage,

BIGOTRY
Continued from page 6

develops, more and more workers will
come to realize that a consistent scien-
tific attitude to the world banishes all
religious ideas whatsoever.

Today it is the working class that is in-
terested in kmowledge, while the Rea-
ganites are roaming through the

nonunion companies. But since the con-
tract was signed, the company may have
even increased some contracting out.
The workers are so agitated against the
company that they made the union
leaders withdraw from the labor-
management participation teams in Oc-
tober. : O

medieval torture chambers looking for
outdated barbarisms to bring into the
future. But “with Marxism-Leninism,
the science of how to change society, the
working class will conquer the back-
ward-looking bourgeoisie. Let the bour-
geoisie return to the dark ages. The
working class takes upon itself the task’
of taking mankind into the future! =
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Delco workers strike for jobs

On November 17, the 7,700 workers
at GM’s Delco Electronics plant in
Kokomo, Indiana began a six-day strike
for job security. The strike halted the
production of electronic parts that are
used on every light vehicle that GM
produces. It eventually shut down 18 of
GM’s 31 plants. Over 58,000 GM work-
ers were laid off, some until December.

The Delco strike foreshadows the na-
tional contract struggle with GM and
" Ford which is coming up next fall. It
demonstrated that the rank-and-file
auto workers are becoming more and
more determined to fight for job
security. At the same time, it showed

GM workers,
for jobs!

On November 6, GM announced
plans to close nine plants, shut parts of
two others, and lay off 29,000 workers
over the next three years. GM also de-
clared that further shutdowns would be
necessary. And, within a week, it laid
off 1,200 workers at its ultramodern
Buick City complex in Flint, Michigan.

GM Chairman Roger Smith showed
no shame in making this announcement.
In the cool, calculated language of a
born money-grubber, Smith gloated
that the closings would save GM $500
million. But what about the ruination of
29,000 auto workers? GM’s response is
more than callous. The announcement,
at this moment, of so many plant clos-
ings which are to take place over the
next three years, is designed to open up

the betrayal of the United Auto Workers
(UAW) leadership who continue to
peddle the tired old lie that giving con-
cessions can save jobs.

The Strike Had the Potential
to Win Real Job Guarantees

The striking Kokomo workers were
fighting against job elimination. GM
had cut around S0 maintenance and
tool-and-die jobs by subcontracting the
work to outside, nonunion companies.
As well, GM announced in October that
it was planning to transfer the produc-
tion of a new radio from the Kokomo

plant to its Delco plant in Matamaros,
Mexico. This plant reportedly pays
wages of only about $2 an hour. GM
claimed the production shift would
eliminate about 600 jobs at the Kokomo
plant over a three to four year period.
UAW officials estimated the loss to be
closer to 2,000 jobs.

The Kokomo workers wanted GM to
guarantee their jobs. And their strike —
which shut down over half of the auto
giants’ system in onmly six days —
showed that GM was quite vulnerable to
the mass struggle of the workers.

But the UAW leadership, in an effort
to soften up the workers for a sellout,

get organized to fight

another wave of concessions bargaining
leading to the 1987 national contract.

Already local officials of the United
Auto Workers (UAW) have begun to
scramble to offer more concessions to
save their own plant at the expense of
the workers at other GM plants. Mean-
while, the international UAW leader-
ship forgot to so much as criticize GM’s
plan for throwing tens of thousands of
workers into the streets. Instead, UAW
chief Owen Bieber complained that GM
isn’t fighting hard enough against
foreign imports; and he called for GM to
unite with them for a tougher trade
war against the Japanese and other
foreign workers.

Such is the sellout policy of the UAW
bureaucracy. not even a thought of

Where are the UAW chiefs’ ‘innovative job

In 1984, the UAW leaders celebrated
what they claimed was a major contract
victory — the trading of concessions for
‘‘job security’’ for the GM workers. But
GM’s plan to close 11 plants and to
throw 29,000 workers into the streets
has exposed the bankruptcy of these
supposed ‘‘job protections.”’

The most advertised measure was the
‘‘job opportunity bank’’ which was sup-
posed to give laid-off workers pay,
benefits, job training, and eventually
new jobs.

But the bank’s gone bust. Its funding
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allows no more than 4,600 workers a
year into the program. What is more, a
giant loophole negotiated by the UAW
leaders makes most workers’ ineligible
for the program anyway. The November
6 issue of the Wall Street Journal cites
“‘industry sources’’ as admitting that,
““most jobs in the expected wave of clos-
ings will fall into the big loophole in the
pact, which exempts jobs lost because of
market conditions.”’

While the job bank is closed to the
workers, they can also expect their sup-
plemental unemployment benefits

L

VLY LA
iy [“'Al(lb'”
hl"ll L ¥/

i
i

“h{.i:;f

fighting against GM to defend the
workers’ jobs. Rather they want unity
with GM as they help to split up the auto
workers, plant against plant, both in-
side the U.S. and abroad.

The auto workers can expect no help
from the likes of Roger Smith and Owen
Bieber. They have to take matters into
their own hands and get organized for
mass struggle. GM raked in profits of
over $16 billion in just the last six years.
It can well afford to provide jobs, or fail-
ing that, full pay and benefits for all of
the laid-off. The workers have given GM
too much for too long. now it’s time for
the workers to take something from
GM. No more concessions! No more
plant closings! Fight for jobs or liveli-
hood for the laid-off!

protections’ now?

(SUB) to quickly run out. This fund has
never been designed to deal with more
than short-term layoffs (such as for
model changeovers) and always runs
dry whenever there are large-scale, per-
manent layoffs.

The UAW promised workers that the
‘‘guaranteed income stream’’ would
make up for the shortfall of their SUB
payments.

But few workers will ever get this
either. This benefit applies to only work-
ers with 10 or more years seniority . Fur-
ther, it applies only to workers from
plants that are ‘‘permanently closed.”
This leaves out at least those thousands
of workers at the two plants which GM
plans to close only partially. As well,
any worker can be excluded from this
benefit if he or she turns down another
job offer, no matter how bad it is, from
GM or from a government employment
office. Since GM is eliminating jobs,
and since there are more than 10 million
workers unemployed, one can expect to
be forced to work at McDonalds or some
other sweatshop. But should any worker
make it through all of these restrictions,
he or she will still only receive S0% to
75% of their present take-home pay,
depending on seniority. In other words,
the few workers who meet the require-
ments can count on losing up to half
their pay. This plan should be renamed
the ‘‘guaranteed income cut.’’

The UAW leaders’ “‘job protections’
are worth little to the 29,000 GM work-
ers who are facing the latest round of
layoffs. They are mostly aimed at disor-
ganizing the workers’ struggle, at keep-
ing the workers from fighting until their
plants are already closed, and at forcing
each worker to face mountains of GM
red tape by themselves. The UAW
leaders can’t be trusted. The auto work-
ers must get organized independently of
the UAW bureaucracy to unleash the
power of their 600,000 members to fight
against plant closings and for full pay
and benefits for the laid off until they
areealledtoanéquauywell-payingjola

denigrated the strike. They claimed that
GM was prolonging the strike in order
to cut production and reduce its over-
supply of cars. They covered up the real
damage the strike was doing to GM.
The strike not only shut down some of
the overproduced car models, it also
shut down plants producing cars that
GM wants and needs, including those
starting up the building of new models
that GM hopes to introduce by March.
The fact is that the strike was hurting
GM and the workers were in a good
position to win their demands.

Top UAW Hacks Agree
to Phase Out Jobs

But the international UAW leadership
took the strike out of the hands of the
Kokomo workers. The top UAW officials
did not even trust their local flunkies to
do their dirty work. Negotiations were
transferred to Detroit where the top
leaders could quickly cut a deal with
GM.

Even though the Kokomo workers
had given concessions only two years
ago, the UAW leaders agreed to trade
even more concessions for a promise
that GM would produce the new radio in
Kokomo. The UAW hacks crowed that
this was a great victory. But .they
covered up the fact that the agreement
does mot provide job guarantees.
Indeed, the pact stipulates that jobs will
be ‘‘phased out’’ over the next period of
time.

The UAW leaders agreed to an es-
timated $25 million in concessions in-
cluding job combinations, changes in
job classifications, gutting of protective
work rules, and so forth. Among the
more ‘‘flexible’’ work rules agreed to is
the elimination of transfer rights for the
workers on the new radio line. They will
not be allowed to transfer to another
unit for 12 months.

These concessions are aimed at
making the Kokomo plant more ‘‘com-
petitive” with GM’s sweatshop in
Mexico. With the new concessions in
hand, GM concluded it will now be
profitable enough to produce the new
radio in Kokomo. But while GM’'s

profits are guaranteed, the workers’

jobs aren’t. The various concessions
that were agreed to will cause the
elimination of a series of jobs. And the
contract itself specifies a ‘‘phase out”’ of
jobs.

This agreement shows the complete
bankruptcy of the UAW bureaucrats’
policy. They refuse to fight against the
auto billionaires to defend the workers’
jobs. Instead, they claim that jobs will
be saved by making each plant more
competitive with every other plant
(whether in the U.S. or in some other
country). So they give concessions at
each plant. But the concessions them-
selves result in the elimination of many
jobs. And conditions -are created for
another round of competition between
the workers at the different plants and
another round of job-eliminating con-
cessions. The UAW bigshots are not
saving jobs; they are saving the multi-
billion dollar profits of GM.

A Growing Struggle for Jobs

The Kokomo strike is the most
dramatic of a number of recent
struggles for job security by the auto
workers. For example, this summer’s
strike by 3,000 workers at Ford’s
Hapeville, Georgia plant was against
speedup and the subcontracting of jobs
to two nearby, nonunion warehouses.
The October strike of some 600 workers

‘at the GM tech center in Warren,

Michigan was also against the shifting
of jobs to nonunion comtractors at two
buildings GM had leased in the Detroit
area.

These strikes show that workers are
turning to mass struggle in order to
defend their jobs. O
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The 1,050 workers at the Delta Pride
catfish processing plant in Indianola,
Mississippi have been fighting for
nearly a year to organize themselves
into a union. Ninety-five percent of the
workers are black women. In their drive
to get organized they have fought
against firings, racist intimidation,
sexual harassment, and threats to close
the plant. On October 10 they won the
vote to certify the United Food and
Commercial Workers union as their
legal bargaining agent. Only 9% of the
workers in Mississippi are organized.
With this victory, the Delta Pride plant
becomes perhaps the biggest union
shop in the state.

Workers Resist Abominable Conditions

Catfish processing has become a $650
million a year industry. Delta Pride is
the biggest processing plant in the
world, producing half of the catfish con-
sumed in the U.S. The workers — who
kill, skin, fillet and freeze the fish —
face terrible conditions.

Wages average about $3.80 an hour,
with only the most skilled making the
top scale of $5 an hour. Workers receive
no overtime pay and no downtime pay.
Frequently they have to remain at the
plant waiting for hours, without pay, for
the raw fish to be brought in. As well,
the workers have to pay the company for
safety gloves, uniforms, and insurance.

The terrible speedup causes frequent
injuries. At the skinning table, workers
must wield their razor-sharp knives to
skin at least ten fish a minute. Bad cuts
are a daily hazard for them and for those
who fillet the fish. Meanwhile a number
of workers have lost finigers working at
the bandsaws.

“As well, the workers face racist in-
timidation and sexual harassment from
the foremen, who are almost entirely
white men. Until recently, the
bathrooms didn’t even have doors on
them and the supervisors routinely vio-
lated the workers’ privacy.

Any complaints have brought im-
mediate firings. And fired workers have
frequently been blacklisted by other

Talks in John Deere

On November 21, a United Auto
Workers spokesman announced that ne-
gotiations between the union and John
Deere had collapsed without a single
point of contention being resolved.

John Deere is the largest U.S.
manufacturer of farm equipment. But
crying about economic difficulties, it has
laid off some 10,000 workers. And this
summer Deere demanded a series of
concessions from those still employed
including cuts in the cost-of-living al-
lowance.

Mississippi catfish workers organiz

Delta Catfish workers leave the plant after voting for union representaiio.

employersin the area. The workers set
out in January to organize a union to
fight these rotten conditions.

Solidarity from Other Plants

The Delta Pride capitalists hired a
notorious union-busting law firm from
New Orleans to try to smash the union
drive. To try to-prove a union was un-
necessary, they gave the workers a 35
cents an hour raise. At the same time,
they began firing a number of the key
organizers and physically threatened
other workers who supported the union
drive. They even hired Charles Evers —
the mayor of Fayette, Mississippi and
brother to the civil rights martyr
Medgar Evers — to come to the plant to
try to convince the workers to vote no.
Again a black bourgeois politician
proved to be in the hip pocket of a
wealthy white monopoly.

Just before the day of the certification
vote, another smaller unionized catfish
plant, Tunica’s Pride of the Pond, shut
down. And Delta Pride spread vicious
rumors that unionization causes plant
closures. But workers from the Pride of
the Pond plant showed up at Delta Pride
the day of the vote and exposed that the
closing of their plant was a fraud (the
plant reopened right after the vote). As
well, workers from the ConAgra catfish
processing plant in Isola showed up to
support the union drive. In August, they
had lost a union vote through a com-
pany-rigged election.

The Struggle Continues

Although the certification vote has
been won, the struggle continues.

Since the vote, Delta Pride has
stepped up its harassment of the work-
ers. The workers are still fighting to win
back the jobs of workers fired in the
union drive. They are preparing for
their first contract fight to win job
security, decent pay and benefits, and
protections against discrimination and
degrading treatment. And they are join-
ing in the drive to organize all 4,000
workers in the catfish industry. [£]

strike collapse

In August, around 2,000 workers at
the John Deere plants in Dubuque and
Waterloo, lowa and Milan, 1llinois went
out on what the UAW leaders called a
‘‘selective strike.”’ Instead of using the
collective power of all of the workers in
the farm equipment industry to strike
against layoffs and concessions, the
UAW leadership has employed its
‘‘selective strike strategy.”” The UAW
hacks claim that strikes at only a few
plants of one company can put pressure
on the farm equipment bosses while al-

lowing the workers at other non-striking
plants to continue to receive their pay
and make contributions to the strike
fund. But the John Deere company
quickly locked out the 10,000 workers at
its other 10 plants. By federal law these
workers are considered part of a labor
dispute and the state governments

refusé -to pay them unemployment
benefits.

The impasse at John Deere has once
again exposed the bankruptcy of ‘‘selec-
tive strikes’’ which only splits up the
workers at different plants and com-
panies and weakens their struggle. [

Meatpackers fight scabs in lowa

Since the middle of October, 315
workers have been waging a bitter
strike against the Swift Independent
Packing Co. in Marshalltown, lowa.
Swift is demanding a ‘‘permanent
flexible work week,”” exclusion of new
hires from the pension program, and a
19 percent wage cut (on top of the 39%
cut in 1982). As well, state, county, and
municipal police have been brought in
to herd some 250 scabs across the picket
lines.

But the strikers have fought back. On
October 16 and 17 mass picket lines

blocked the scabs. The police set off tear
gas and arrested some 30 strikers. On
October 20, the picket lines swelled as
auto workers, bricklayers, and meat-
packers from Austin, Minnesota and
from Ottumwa and Cherokee, lowa
joined the strikers. Police armed with
tear gas and riot gear marched on the

.picketers, arrested two, and cordoned

off an area to escort in the scabs. On Oc-
tober 26, a solidarity rally of 650 work-
ers from throughout the region marched
around the plant. The struggle con-
tinues.

Hormel and"UFCW chiefs
to cut strikers’ recall rights

In Austin, Minnesota the internation-
al leaders of the United Food and Com-
mercial Workers (UFCW) have gone
from one infamy to another. They
recently forced through a new conces-
sions contract by having scabs vote
along with the strikers. The new con-
tract left the strikers without jobs and
only the thin hope of being eventually
recalled. Now Hormel and the UFCW
leaders are even working to eliminate
the recall rights.

Hormel, pointing to a contract provi-
sion that bans boycotts, is threatening

to cut workers from the recall roster if
they continue to support a boycott of
Hormel products. The UFCW trustees
of Local P-9 have not only supported this
threat, but they also sandblasted the
militant mural that was painted on the
local union hall during the strike and
refused to allow the former strikers with
recall rights to attend local union meet-
ings. Obviously the recall rights were
just an empty promise to try to cover up
the fact that the UFCW leaders have
thrown the strikers to the wolves. O

Revisionist CP praises strike-breaking

Democratic governor

The pro-Soviet revisionist Communist
Party, USA recently promoted Min-
nesota’s Democratic Party governor
Rudy Perpich for declaring ‘‘Jobs,
Peace and Justice Week’’ in his state.
Making him out to be a staunch
defender of the working masses, the CP
even quoted his proclamation as stating
that ‘‘it is the inalienable right of all
citizens to a job with wages and benefits
adequate to bring up a family with dig-
nity, with safe working conditions and
with mechanisms for the harmonious
resolution of disputes...”” (People’s
Daily World, November 8, 1986)

The CP forgot to mention that Per-
pich’s idea of the ‘‘harmonious resolu-
tion of disputes’’ was to send the nation-
al guard to brutalize the Hormel strikers
in Austin, Minnesota. Perpich’s action
backed up the concessions demands of

Textile workers

the Hormel meatpacking monopoly
against the jobs, decent wages, safe
working conditions, and dignity that the
Hormel strikers were fighting for. But
this is nothing to the CP. After all, the
CP itself opposed the Hormel strike. So
when Governor Perpich claims he’s for
‘‘jobs, peace, and justice,’’ the CP tries
to convince the workers that, despite all
the evidence to the contrary, this is so.
Such is the disgusting role of the revi-
sionists. They have turned their backs
on revolution. They have -revised the
principles of Marxism-Leninism to try to
make it into a tame doctrine of petty
reformism. So they repeatedly fall into
the pit of even opposing workers’ strikes
and of prettifying the Democratic Party

‘liberals who, like Reagan, carry out

dirty strikebreaking for the capitalists.

organize in North Carolina

Eight hundred workers at five plants
of the Bates Nitewear Co. in North
Carolina have organized a union. After a
year of struggle, workers recently won
the vote to be represented by the Amal-
gamated Clothing and Textile Workers’
Union.

Bates is owned by the giant Gerber

Two-tier wages kept

Thousands of Seattle aircraft workers
showed their contempt for a new con-
cessions contract at a union meeting on
October 3. They booed their Internation-
al Association of Machinists negotiating
team. They booed a priest who gave the
invocation. They booed a youngster who
sang the national anthem. And they
hooted derisively as IAM general vice

Products monopoly. The workers at
these children’s wear plants have no
pension plan at all, receive low pay, and
complain of favoritism and arbitrary dis-
cipline by the company. Workers from
sewing plants in Maine and Virginia
came down to support the union drive. ]

in Boeing contract

president, Justin Ostrow, claimed ‘‘This
is the best contract we can bring you,
short of a strike.’” Many workers tore up
copies of the contract summary and
threw them at the negotiators. A fourth
of the over 20,000 workers at the meet-
ing got up and walked out, making it
Continued on next page

See BOEING
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clear they were voting no.

With this contract Boeing offered
one-time, lump sum bonuses (12% the
first year and 5% the second and third
year) in a bid to maintain the conces-
sions from tihe 1983 agreement and to
add new ones. The freeze on base wages
was kept, the multi-tiered wage struc-
ture was maintained, and new conces-
sions were added such as a provision to

. force many machine operators to run -

more than one machine. According to an
IAM spokesman, over two-thirds of the
38,000 workers at the Boeing facilities in
Seattle, Wichita, and Portland voted for
a strike against the company. The MLP

Lockout at Lockheed
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put out three leaflets encouraging this
struggle and worked to organize slow-
downs and refusals of overtime work to
prepare for a strike.

But the IAM leaders violated the
tradition of no contract no work. They
kept the workers on the job; and on Oc-
tober 8 brought back another agree-
ment. Fearing that a strike might harm
their $500-600 million profits, Boeing
gave an inch. The demands for addition-
al concessions were apparently
droppred, although thex company and
union are to continue to negotiate on
combining machine operators’ jobs. As
well, a new cost-of-living provision
would give an immediate forty cents an
hour wage increase. But the multi-
tiered wage scale was maintained. (]

shows

need for united action in the shipyards

Lockheed shut down its Seattle ship-
yard on November 17, locking out sev-
eral hundred workers. The yard man-
agement stated that the workers are
not welcome to return until they agree
to Lockheed’s demands for massive
concessions. These arrogant executives
also threatened that they will reopen the
yard with scabs if the workers don’t
give in soon.

This aggressive action by Lockheed is
the latest step of the overall strategy of
all the companies to impose deep cuts in
the West Coast shipyards. Their aim is,
to take maximum advantage of the big
layoffs by isolating the handfuls of
workers left at each yard and picking
them off one yard at a time. That’s why
the companies disbanded their employ-
er associations this year and initiated
separate negotiations at 52 different
yards. Concessions contracts have
already been unilaterally imposed at six
of the small boatyards in Seattle. Now
Lockheed is trying to speed up the pro-
cess of ramming through concessions.
Its attack is sure to be used by the other
shipyard capitalists to threaten their
employees.

The powerful alternative to conces-
sions at Lockheed and everywhere else
is a united strike of all the Puget Sound
shipyards. This is the way to counter-
act the weakness caused by the fact that
very small numbers are left at each
yard. What has happened at the boat-
yards and Lockheed shows what, to
varying degrees, will eventually happen
at all the yards without a umted strug-
gle.

Lockheed’s ‘““Merit Pay’’ Scheme —
Never!

Lockheed’s ‘‘take it or leave it”’ pro-
posal demands deeper cuts than any
other yard in this area and probably the
whole coast. The contract contains a
four-level wage classification: a ‘‘craft
specialist’” paid $11.25 per hour,
“‘journeyman’’ $11, ‘‘mechanic’’ $9.75,
and ‘‘helper’’ $7.25. All scalers would
be cut to $7.25. Lockheed would be able
to assign anyone to any classification
and to order them to do any of the tasks
that today are journeyman work.

Lockheed managément has indicated
that the vast majority of the workers
would be declared ‘‘mechanics’’ and
suffer a $3.75 per hour wage cut. On top
of this, a smaller number of journey-

man craftsmen were arbitrarily declared
‘‘helpers.”’ This means a $6.25 per hour
wage cut and they may be forced to do
the exact same work as before!

This rotten wage system is nothing
but a ‘“‘merit pay’’ scheme like Lock-
heed has imposed at its small, non-
union yards. With the freedom to raise
or lower wages by $4 per hour at its
whim, Lockheed aims to divide the
workers with the dog-eat-dog competi-
tion of a nonunion sweatshop.

Lockheed’s contract provides for mas-
sive job elimination through virtually
unrestricted craft interchangeability.
It would also abolish the mandatory
union hiring hall, gut seniority, cut
benefit payments by 36%, cut overtime
to time and a half. Etc., etc., etc.

Build Up the Resistance at All the Yards

The arrogant Lockheed moneybags
have taken the point position in the com-
panies’ concessions drive. The lockout
signals the need for workers at all the
yards to push forward the resistance to
concessions and find ways to develop
this into a united struggle.’

Workers at all the yards remain
defiant despite the difficult situation.
No one has fallen for the company
propaganda that ‘‘concessions will
create jobs’’ and every proposal put
to a vote has gone down by at least
95%. Workers at several boatyards are
carrying out slowdowns and other
actions against the imposed contracts,

The slowdowns should be spread to
every yard where the workers are still
on the job no matter what wage rate
they are paying today. Central to all
actions organized by the rank and file
should be the aim to develop contact
and united struggle with workers in all
the yards. Many workers at Lockheed
have voiced the demand for a mass
meeting of all crafts from Lockheed and
Todd. This is entirely legitimate. A
meeting of all workers, including those
from the boatyards and Tacoma Boat,
too, would encourage resistance and
provide a forum to advocate united
action against concessions. These are
ways to take steps towards the only real
alternative to concessions — a militant
united strike at all the Puget Sound
shipyards.

(Reprinted from Nov. 17 leaflet of
MLP-Seattle.)

Union hacks divide shipyards workers

The Seattle shipyard union officials
condemn the companies’ decision to
negotiate each yard separately and
claim that there is nothing they can do
about it. B.S.! There is too something
they can do about it. They could call a
united strike at all the shipyards. These
corrupt sellouts have not only refused to
call a united strike, but they have active-
ly worked to isolate the workers at dif-
ferent yards from each other.

The union bureaucrats are so dead set
on keeping everyone divided that they
won’t even consider the most ele-

mentary demand for a meeting of the _

local shipyard workers. The Seattle
Metal Trades Council overwhelmingly
rejected such a demand from the rank
and file in late October. The hacks are
so afraid of the solidarity of the shipyard
workers they don’t even want them to
talk to each other.

The metal trades officials are not only
trying to divide the workers by yard, but
also by craft. The Boilermaker hacks
continue to threaten to scab on any ship-
yard strike. The officials of other crafts
spread the myth that rank-and-file Boil-
ermakers would go along with the union
officials and actually scab. The bureau-

crats’ plan is to atomize the workers’
ranks and make them so weak they
won’t even think about struggling.

Legalism to Hold Back the Struggle

At six of the Seattle boatyards, where
concessons were imposed in August,
the metal trades officials have found
ways to pour cold water on the workers’
sentiment to fight. They overruled the
workers’ 95% strike vote and ordered
them to work under the imposed con-
tract. The bureaucrats have tried to
deceive the boatyard workers with the
‘‘hope’’ that a lawsuit against unfair

labor practices will stop the wage cuts

(or at least prevent the permanent
replacement of workers during a strike.

This special legal protection applies to

an ‘‘unfair labor practices strike.’’)
The hacks’ chatter about a legalistic
solution is a big hoax.

Such suits are decided by labor
boards stacked with Reaganites, and
only when they get around to it. Even in
the unlikely event that they would rule
in the workers’ favor (assuming this
would happen before the contracts
expire in 1989), the concessions would
not be blocked. The company would
merely have to stop violating whatever
technicality the labor board declared
unfair. Then the company could ‘‘legal-
ly’’ reimpose the cuts and the workers
would lose any special legal rights for a
strike. The labor laws written by the
capitalist state are not going to block the
capitalists’ concessions drive:

~ Joe Scab Calls for a
¢“‘Solidarity Program’’

A more sophisticated anti-strike tactic
is the Boilermaker hacks’ advocacy of
their ‘‘solidarity program’’ or ‘‘in-plant

o

tactics.’’ Many workers in the boatyards
have been surprised to hear the crusty
Boilermaker hacks advocate things like
slowdowns and informational picket .
lines, and to shut down various boat-
yards for a day by calling union meet-
ings. After all, Mr. Pilato helped finger
and blacklist militant workers who
organized such things in the 1970’s.
And of course he has distinguished him-
self this year with his threat to scab on
any shipyard strike. Has Joe Scab
turned over a new leaf?

No, Pilato is still up to his old tricks.
But in this case the treachery lies not in
what actions he is advocating, but to
what end he wants them used for.
Pilato is only interested in the *‘soli-
darity actions’’ as a means to confine

'the boatyard workers’ struggle within
:narrow bounds.

The Boilermaker offi-

' cials want to let the workers blow off a

little steam, yet still keep those at each
yard isolated from the rest. As long as
the struggle is limited to only the soli-
darity actions at a few individual yards
the workers will be too weak to seriously
challenge the imposed contracts.

The Boilermaker hacks used these
exact same ‘‘in-plant tactics’’ at the
Fluor and American Boiler shops. By
remaining confined to only these tac-
tics, the workers could do nothing to
prevent concessions. In fact, American
Boiler now has the lowest wage rates of
any “union’’ shop in this area, The
boatyard workers should continue to
participate in the solidarity actions, but
use them to build up the struggle rather
than to restrict it. In particular, the
actions can be used to promote the
united struggle of all the shipyards. But
watch out — that kind of solidarity is
sure to make Pilato come unglued!

(Taken from Nov. 17 leaflet of MLP-
Seattle.) O

Strikes at five Seattle boatyards

Last Friday, November 21, the work-
ers at five Seattle boatyards walked out.
These companies had imposed a two-
tier system cutting wages from $2.50
to $5.50 per hour since August 18. At a
mass meeting last Friday, the workers
militantly denounced these concessions
and voted (for the second time) by over
90% to strike. Pickets were set up
immediately and mass picketing began
at these yards this Monday morning
to block the companies from taking
applications from scabs.

This walkout is the opening shot of
the fight to block concessions in the
West Coast shipyards. It is an important

step towards a united strike at all the
Puget Sound shipyards. A united strike
is the only effective way to stop the
concessions drive.

The workers now face two immediate
issues. First, the strike must be spread
to the other yards (Todd, Marine Power,
and Tacoma Boat) as quickly as possi-
ble. Second, combined pickets of work-
ers from all the yards and those laid off
need to be organized in order to concen-
trate large numbers at each yard that
tries to bring in scabs.

(Excerpted from Nov. 24 Ieaﬂet of the
MLP-Seattle.) O

45,000 construction workers

protest scab labor

On November 3, over 45,000 union
construction workers marched through

the heart of Pittsburgh, in protest
against the use of nonunion labor on
downtown construction projects.

For three hours, the two-mile long
solid mass of workers took over the
streets. Even though they did not have
a parade permit, the police backed off
rather than attempt to confront the large
throng. Bus and truck drivers, who were
unable to move for hours, honked their
horns in support.

Since October 25, workers have been

gathering daily to protest against the
use of scabs at one of the largest con-
struction projects in the city. With each
day, their numbers grew at the site until
the November 3 march was called.
Shaken by the protests, the city offi-
cials and the contractor for the large
project got together and agreed to start
using union labor. Unfortunately, the
construction .union leaders pledged to
keep the labor costs of the project within
the budget (a budget drawn up on the
Continued on next page
See CONSTRUCTION
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basis of the lower nonunion wage rates).

The mayor of Pittsburgh pointed at
this agreement to claim that the work-
ers’ protest had been ‘‘unnecessary.”
But this is ridiculous. More protests are
needed to force the unionization of other

Support the
striking California hospital workers!

Over 9,600 hospital workers have
been on strike since October 27 against
26 Kaiser hospitals and clinics of the
northern California region of this huge
health  maintenance organization
(HMO).

On November 13th, 4,000 workers
caffied out a militant protest through

“the * streets of Oakland, _California.
Joined by many other workers, the strik-
ing Kaiser workers marched two miles
shouting, *‘Hi hi, ho ho, two tier has got
to go!’’ and “‘Beat back Kaiser’s attack,
no two tier, no subcontract!’’ During the
rally, rank-and-file strikers began to
march across the street to surround the
Oakland Kaiser Hospital and protest
against the scab doctors working there.
But union hacks from the SEIU (Service
Employees International Union) called
them back and blocked the action.

Picket Lines Cripple Kaiser

The SEIU hacks and the bureaucrats
from the MEBA (Engineers and Scien-
tists of California) have also tried to un-
dermine the daily picket lines which
have been central to crippling the
Kaiser system.

The health care monopoly has tried to
keep its operation going by paying
double-time wages to Kaiser workers
who would cross the picket lines. And it
offers $400 a day, plus room and board,
to nurses from other states who will
come to scab on the California strikers.

But picket line actions have stopped
truck deliveries and impeded the scab-
bing. The striking housekeepers, clerks,
and lab techs have received strong sup-
port from the clerical workers and
registered nurses. On November 3 and
again on November 7, over 300
uniformed nurses rallied and marched
around Kaiser Hospital in Oakland.
Workers from other hospitals, cemetery
workers, rank-and-file members of
Teamsters, longshoremen, and retired
Kaiser workers have also.been-joining
the picket lines. Several workers have
been arrested in these actions.

To try to undermine the mass actions,
the union hacks have called for ‘‘moving
the picket lines away from Kaiser’s
front door and out into the community.”’
But the rank and file have resisted the
hacks’ orders.

The MLP, citing the strong sentiment
of solidarity among the workers

projects and to bar the union hacks from
imposing wage and benefit cuts down
the workers’ throats. The city govern-
ment and the union misleaders may try
to prove that protests are unnecessary.
But the workers will not soon forget
when they stood together and showed
their strength! O

throughout Oakland, called for the
workers to ‘‘bring the community onto
the picket lines.”’ At least at one hospi-
tal, a rank-and-file action committee has
been launched which, independently of
the union bureaucrats, is mobilizing
other working people to join the picket
lines and to carry forward actions con-
,centrated on blocking truck deliveries
and making scabbing more difficult.

Faced with the united strength of the
workers, big, bad Kaiser has found it-
self pinned down and incapable of
resuming full operation. It has can-
celled countless appointments and all
elective surgery. And it is paying
tens of thousands of dollars to other
hospitals to care for Kaiser member
patients.

Kaiser Millionaives Demanding
Still More

Kaiser is trying to ram through a two-
tier wage system that would slash
wages 30% for all new hires employed
outside Oakland or San Francisco. This
demand is combined with a proposal for
a wage and benefit freeze for those al-
ready employed. As well, Kaiser wants
the right to subcontract out work pres-
ently done by Kaiser workers — thus
creating massive layoffs. Taken all
together, the proposed contract
amounts to a declaration of war on the
wages and conditions of the Kaiser
workers.

Kaiser refuses to discuss a major con-
cern of the strikers: the quality of
patient care. Among the horrendous
cost-cutting measures implemented by
Kaiser is the monitoring of phone calls
between nurses and patients to enforce
a three-minute consultation limit.
Strikers are also demanding an end to
the current six-week wait for appoint-
ments and to the limiting of doctor visits
to 15 minutes.

To justify its attacks on the workers,
the he:w.th care giant has been yelling it-
self hoarse about staying competitive —
by which it means staying on top of
the heap. It is worried that it will lose its
supreme position to the many smaller
health plans that are coming into the
field.

The fact is that Kaiser, the original
HMO, is the largest and richest health
care corporation in the world. It has two
million members in northern California

‘June,
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alone. Kaiser raked in over $359 million
in profits last year and it currently holds
assets of about $1 billion. These greedy

_profiteers not only want to remain on

top, - they want to make even more
money. And, as a typical capitalist con-
glomerate, it tries to achieve this at the
expense of the workers.

Kaiser became large from the inflow
of unionized workers who won their
demands for employer-paid health
coverage. They want to become larger
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by grabbing concessions from their own
workers and by giving as little care to
their patients as possible. But the same
workers who built Kaiser are now crip-
pling it. The strikers, with the strong
solidarity they have received from other
workers, are helping to open up the
struggle against the two-tier wage
structure and other concessions not only
at Kaiser but throughout California in-
dustries. O

Strike for first contract
at LTV Aerospace in Arkansas

The 450 workers at LTV’s Aerospace
and Defense plant in Camden, Arkansas
organized themselves into a union over
a year ago. But LTV refused to recog-
nize the union or sign a contract. In
the workers went on strike
demanding union rights and higher pay.
They receive only about half the wages
of workers at the organized LTV
aerospace plant in the Dallas area.

To try to break the union LTV offered
a 3% pay increase and then started
bringing in scabs. Although the courts

have banned picketing of more than two
LTV workers at a time, workers from
other plants in the area have come out to
form mass pickets to confront the scabs
and their police protectors.

The workers at this LTV plant say
they are not just fighting for them-
selves. There are more than 6,000 unor-
ganized aerospace and war production
workers in the area. The LTV workers
are fighting for union rights at their own
plant to help open up a drive to organize
all the other unorganized workers. [

USX workers clash with police

Workers at the USX mill in Lorain,
Ohio have been waging a stiff battle to
block the shipping out of pipe. USX had
promised that it would do no more ship-
ping from the mill. But at the end of
November they began trying to sneak
out pipe. Workers got wind of the steel
giant’s plans and quickly threw up a
mass picket line on November 24 which
blocked the shipment. The next day
hundreds of workers again blocked the
shipment.

Then, on November 26, some 300
policemen were dispatched to get the
shipment through. They cordoned off a
three mile area surrounding the mill.
Then they viciously attacked the nearly
200 steel workers who had set up a
picket line. In the fighting that took
place, there were broken bones, some
workers were injured, and several were
arrested. ]

Bureaucrats from the United Steel-
workers union (USWA) immediately
called for workers to stay away from the
mill. But rank-and-file activists called
for the struggle to continue and for
revenge against the cowardly police at-
tack.

Negotiations Collapse

Meanwhile, the first negotiations
since the USX strike began collapsed on
November 23. USX is still refusing to
agree to any curtailment of its right to
contract out jobs. For over six years it
has been bringing in some laborers and
janitors, for instance, at wages of only
about $5 an hour. USX also wants to

Four hundred sll workers converged on the railroad tracks at the USX

eliminate thousands more jobs through
job combinations and attrition. And the
steel monopoly continues to push for
major wage and benefit cuts.

The USWA leadership, unfor-

" tunately, has already agreed to wage

and benefit cuts of around $2 an hour
and to job cuts through attrition. But
USX wants more and so the talks fell
through.

The rank-and-file steel workers want
an end to the concessions railroad. But
the bureaucrats have been undermining
the anti-concessions strike at every
turn.

Last year the union leadership agreed
with the steel corporations that the in-
dustrywide steel contract should be
broken up to company by company con-
tracts. Workers at each company have
been left to fight the companies’ conces-
sions drives by themselves. The union
leadership allowed USX to amass huge
stockpiles to protect themselves against
this strike. And the union hacks are al-
lowing USX to ship steel out across the
picket lines despite efforts by the work-
ers at many plants, like those in Lorain,
to stop this.

Despite the bureaucrats’ betrayal, the
four-month strike by the 44,000 USX
workers is beginning to take its toll.
USX’s stockpiles now are running out
and the steel monopoly appears to have
lost its steel orders for the first quarter
of 1987. Although negotiations have
temporarily stopped, the strike is now
begining to put the hurt on the bil-
lionaire steel giant. O

plant in Lorain, Ohio to block a shipment of pipe on November 25.

Splitting ARMCO workers mill by mill |

July 31, the union leadership ex-
tended the ARMCO strike deadline so
that ARMCO and USX wouldn’t be

struck . simultaneously. And in early

Continued on page 7
See ARMCO
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Why is Reagan dealing with the Khomeini regime?

The details about Reagan’s latest
scandal are still unraveling. There are
many sides to this story, and if you fol-
low the press, it is easy to get swamped
by a thousand and one details. But what
arethe big issues at stake?

Two issues of policy are already fully

established: The first is that Reagan has
been seeking an accommodation with
the Islamic regime in Tehran. And the
‘second is that out of this wheeling and
dealing, the Reagan administration has
been raising funds for the dirty
counterrevolutionary = war  against
Nicaragua. We discuss the contra con-
nection in another article; in this article
we want to explore what is behind the
deals with the Iranian regime.

There is a certain irony in the situa-
tion. Reagan is notorious for having
made a career out of Iran-bashing. He
came into office this way. He has ranted
and raved about Iran as a principal tar-
get of his ‘“‘war on terrorism.’’ And the
Iranian regime, for its part, has tried to
look and sound as an opponent of U.S.
imperialism. Now, it turns out that be-
hind the rhetorical displays, the devil
Khomeini and the Great Satan have
been reaching out to one another!

The capitalist media and the
Democrats are attacking Reagan for not
being Reaganite enough. They see the
Iran deal as a sign that he’s become
‘‘soft on terrorism.”’ This is garbage.
All along, the U.S. ‘“‘war on terrorism’’
has been a gigantic exercise in
hypocrisy, behind which Washington
has sought to oppose revolutionary
movements as well as any governments
it didn’t like.

The same gentlemen who single out
Iran as a terrorist state have nothing but
gushing praise for Israel — which is in
fact the biggest terrorist in the Middle
East. Just count the number of victims
that the Israeli government has bombed
and gunned down over the years. These
are the same gentlemen who’ve sup-
ported aid for the Nicaraguan contras —
as terrorist an outfit as they come. And
what’s more, these are the gentlemen
who run the CIA — the biggest interna-
tional terrorist outfit of our times.

The Iran deal isn’t a sign that Reagan
is now supporting some sort of
revolutionaries. No, the Iranian regime
stands for counterrevolution. It is a
(T

DRUG TRADE -
Continued from page 4

carried out involved only the 77th
Precinct and even it was cut short. The
investigation was uncompleted because
‘‘someone’’ leaked out that the inves-
tigation was going on. There is specu-
lation that the source of the leak was
from the special prosecutor’soffice it-
self. At any event, there was no attempt
to even investigate drug running,
bribery, and so forth in the rest of the
police department.

What is more, the special prosecutor,
Charles Hynes, admits that he con-
centrated the investigation on ordinary
policemen while leaving the bigshot
public officials untouched. Hynes jus-
tified this blind spot toward the bigwigs
on the amazing grounds that they are
harder to catch. ‘‘Corrupt public offi-

cials do not make an appointment at 3

p-m. to take $100 on the cornmer of
Thompkins and Myrtle Avenue,’”” he
said. ‘“‘Police officers, unfortunately,

over the years, do precisely that.”” (New -

York Times, November 10, 1986) In
other words, if you have the position
and power to slightly conceal your il-
legal drug dealings you have no worry
from the prosecutor’soffice.

Down With Reaganite Hypocrisy

But all of this is only what is to be ex-

regime that has been attempting to sta-
bilize capitalist rule in the wake of the
revolution. It is a ferocious enemy of the
workers and peasants. It is a bitter
enemy of Marxism.

The Iranian regime, in essence, is no
different than any of the other capitalist
tyrannies that Reagan ardently loves

and supports — from the South African

racists to the Pinochet fascists. The
Iranian regime is only different because
it emerged in the wake of a revolution —
one that Washington fiercely opposed;
and the U.S. has found it useful to iden-
tify it with revolution in its continuing
crusade against revolution.

The Deals With Iran

Contrary to Reagan’s lies, the dealing
with Iran has nothing to do with
humanitarian motives. It has nothing to
do with finding a just peace in the Iran-
Iraq war. As for the release of hostages,
they were at best a by-product of a much
larger equation. The accommodation
with the Iranian regime is a question of
calculated imperialist wheeling and
dealing and cynical ‘‘power politics.”
First, let’s review the cornerstones of
the deal. _

® The first deal is well known by
now. The U.S. government has been
shipping weapons to the Iranian regime.
Reagan lies when he says it was only a
few, ‘‘defensive’’ weapons. In fact, it
has included- surface-to-air missiles,
anti-tank missiles, and important spare
parts. And as for the size of the arms
shipments, it’s already being revealed
that the original claims were a gross un-
derestimate.

@ But the recent arms deals aren’t
the first attempts to help Tehran. The
Washington Post has reported that in
1983, the CIA and British intelligence
gave the Khomeini regime a list of
Soviet agents and supporters in Iran,
which led to the outlawing of the pro-
Soviet revisionist Tudeh Party and the
execution of many of its figures.

@ The Post also alludes to the fact
that ever since the Iranian revolution,
the CIA has made repeated attempts to
make contacts and come to agreement
with the Khomeini regime, even as it
has been funding and supporting
various right-wing opposition groups in
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pected. Drug running is a major
profitable enterprise, and in this
country no one is more favored than
those who can turn a quick buck. It is
not only policemen in the 77th Precinct,
or only the New York police department,
that are involved in the drug trade.
Reports frequently leak out from around
the country of law enforcement officers
and other public officials who are taking
their cut. Just this summer we heard
that seven Miami policemen, apparently
being true to the name ‘‘Miami vice,”’
were indicted for using their positions o
run a cocaine and marijuana operation.

Indeed, when we see Reagan and the
Congress sending millions upon mil-
lions of dollars to support such well
known drug runners as the Nicaraguan
contras, it becomes clear that the gov-
ernment, from the highest levels on
down, condones drug trafficking. The
problem of drugs in this country won’t
be solved until this rule of the rich is
overthrown and the degrading social
conditions of capitalist expioitation,
which give rise to drug abuse, are swept

away. Neither police repression nor.

liberal do-gooders will help. It is up to
the working class to organize the day-to-
day struggle against every ruinous
condition that the capitalist system im-
poses on the working masses and to
merge the various streams of protest
into a single revolutionary torrent that
will sweep away this rotten system. [1

exile.

® It is also clear that Washington’s
close ally, Israel, has been shipping
arms to Iran from way back in 1981. The
Wall Street Journal, among other
sources, reports that these shipments
had the tacit approval of the Reagan ad-
ministration. Israel had its. own reasons
all along to support the Iranian war ef-
fort — among other things, it wanted to
help bleed its traditional adversary, Iraq
i— but both Israel and the U.S. hoped
that the arms shipments would help
curry favor within the Iranian estab-
lishment, particularly in military circles.

® Finally, a number of reports have
appeared indicating that part of the U.S.
deal with the Iranian regime has been
an agreement to raise world oil prices,
up to $18 a barrel from the current $12.
The oil monopolies obviously know
much more than they are telling. On
Sunday, November 23, the New York
Times reported on this, quoting an
American oil watcher that ‘‘there is a
convergence of interests between Iran,
Saudi Arabia and the U.S. on an $18
price.”” It also quotes a Houston oil
producer, a close associate of Vice
President Bush, saying that ‘‘some of
the people close to the president’’ have
probably told Reagan of the national
security implications ‘‘if the price of oil
stays too low.”’

Probably more facts will emerge. But
it is already clearly established that here
we aren’t talking about a small gift of a
few arms, but a broad-ranging policy to
make friends with the Iranian regime.

Why the Deals?

Why is this taking place? Because
Washington knows full well that behind
the rhetoric, the Iranian regime isn’t a
revolutionary government. It knows full
well that this regime has clamped down
brutally on the revolutionary forces,
murdering tens of thousands and hold-
ing others in its dungeons. The U.S.
knows that the regime is a capitalist
regime which respects exploitation of
labor. As well, Iran is strategically lo-
cated next to the Soviet Union and the
regime is hostile to the Russians.

But why has the policy escalated at
this time?

For one thing, through the passage of
time the Iranian regime has proved it-
self to imperialism. The Western

- capitalist press has for some time now

been praising the business-like ef-
ficiency acquired by the clerical rulers.
The Islamic rulers have shown that they
want to go about the business of stabi-
lizing capitalist exploitation. They have
also shown a willingness to come to
deals with other reactionary govern-
ments. There are signs that the Iranian
regime has been reining in its efforts at
fostering Khomeini-ite groups in the
other Persian Gulf countries.

For another thing, Iran is facing an
acute crisis at the moment. The war is
taking a heavy toll, the oil price collapse
has slashed its revenues, factories are
being shut down widely, the discontent
of the masses is growing. There is a pos-
sibility of social explosions, and a new
period of instability for the regime is
here. The crisis has led to increasing
conflicts within the ruling circles. There
are various factions which have
emerged and are now engaged in
acrimonious public debate and rivalry.

Washington hasn’t given up support
for various of the Iranian right-wing
exile groups. But they haven’t been all
that successful. Meanwhile, the Tehran
regime is showing that it can be dealt
with on a closer basis than before. Thus
the U.S. imperialists have decided to
step up approaches to the Iranian
regime. Washington’s main goal is to
fish in the current unstable waters in
order to try to influence the coming
developments in its favor. The U.S. is
active in making bridges with those who
are most likely to be pro-U.S. im-
perialist among the Iranian rulers.

These include military officers, whom
the U.S. knows from the Shah’s days, as
well as elements from among the cleri-
cal rulers.

Why Will Khomeini Deal
" With the Great Satan?

For its part, the Iranian regime is
denying that it has made any deals with
the U.S. and is crowing about making
Reagan look bad. But there are enough
facts to suggest that this is just an at-
tempt to put a good face aver its side of
this sordid affair.

The Iranian regime has historically
tried to appear anti-U.S. imperialist.
And this is because the Iranian peopie,
quite justly, hate U.S. imperialism.
Over the years, what didn’t U.S. im-
perialism do against the peopie of Iran?

The U.S., under every president from
Eisenhower to Carter, backed the brutal
regime of the Shah to the hilt. In fact,
the CIA helped bring the Shah to power
back in 1953. And the Shah stifled all
rights and freedom for the masses. He
killed its opponents or put them in jail,
to be tortured by the U.S.-trained secret
police, the Savak. The U.S. armed the
Shah to the teeth. In return, the U.S. got
military bases, built up the Shah as a
regional policeman, and U.S. corpora-
tions, the oil monopolies and others, got
free rein to exploit the Iranian workers.

The Khomeini regime, being a
regime of exploiters, has never had any
fundamental contradiction with im-
perialism. It has been eager to deal with
the other imperialists, such as the West
Europeans and the Japanese. But
Washington’s hostility and the Iranian
people’s hatred for U.S. imperialism
have made a rapprochement with the
U.S. somewhat difficult. But today the
Iranian regime is wracked by crisis. It is
more eager than ever to come to a deal
with Washington, although it does not
want to flaunt this openly.

Although much is made about this or
that figure being more disposed to rela-
tions with the U.S., the truth of the mat-
ter is that the Iranian regime, from its
highest levels, has endorsed the policy
of reaching out to Washington. The
Washington Post reports that a meeting
was held in July 1985 between
Khomeini and Iran’s ambassadors to
Western Europe and the Americas in
which he called for rapprochement with
the U.S. And a few weeks ago, after the
story first broke, the Iranian ambas-
sador to the U.N. confirmed that -his
government was interested in better
relations with the U.S.

When All Is Said and Done...

The exposure of the deals between
Reagan and the Khomeini regime may
slow things down. It may make con-
tinuation of the present deals somewhat
difficult. But one thing has been estab-
lished. Generally there is agreement
among the U.S. capitalist rulers that the
fundamentals of Reagan’s Iran policy
are right, even though there is debate
over what form the approaches to Iran
should take. Even those who oppose the
arms deals with Iran by and large agree,
however, that the U.S. must find ap-
proaches to influential forces within the
Iranian ruling class.

This represents a major danger to the
workers and peasants of Iran. If the U.S.
government succeeds in establishing an
alliance with those in power in Iran, it is
the people of Iran who will suffer. Res-
toration of U.S. imperialist influence in
Iran will not bring an era of freedom and
democracy in Iran. Rather, it will back
up reaction and the exploitation of the
toilers with CIA and Pentagon ‘‘aid.”’

The workers of the U.S. have no inter-
est in U.S. imperialist designs upon
Iran. We should support the revolution-
ary movement of the Iranian toilers.
There lies the hope for the liberation of
the long-suffering Iranian workers and
peasants. a
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The 3rd National Conference of the
Marxist-Leninist Party calls the workers
to rank-and-file action against the Rea-
ganite offensive!

The conference centered on
strengthening the workers’ movement.
It analyzed the strike movement. It
summed up the Party’s work in the fac-
tories and other work places. And it de-
nounced all attempts to subordinate the
workers’ struggle to the concealed Rea-
ganism of the liberal Democrats and the
union bureaucracy or to submerge it in
the reformist tinkering of ‘‘left’’-postur-
ing bureaucrats and revisionist li-
quidators. The conference emphasized
that progress, whether in the economic
struggle or in the political mobilization
.of the working masses, demands that
we build the workers’ movement "as a
revolutionary movement!

The Strike Movement and
Rank-and-File Action *

The re-emergence of the strike move-
ment has been the most important
recent event in the workers’ movement.
After reaching its lowest point since the
beginning of the Great Depression of
the 1930°’s, the first stirrings of the
strike movement began to break out
once again in the middle of last year.
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Rank-and-file action
against the Reaganite offensive!

Foi

revolutionary movement!

Some workers, such as those in basic
steel, have again turned to struggle
after having been kept sitting on their
hands for years. There is a renewed use
of mass picketing and other militant tac-
tics to combat the capitalists’
widespread use of scabbing and police
repression. Solidarity strikes and dem-
onstrations are also spreading. And
there are flashes of struggle where, for
short periods, workers break loose of
restraints and wage wildcats and other
mass actions over the heads of the sell-
out union bureaucrats.

In summing up the Party’s
widespread work in the strike move-
ment, the conference stressed building
up the independent motion of the work-
ers and unleashing rank-and-file ac-
tions. These are the actions that slip the
treacherous noose of the union
budreaucracy and release the fighting in-
itiative of the broad masses of the work-
ers. These are the actions that have the
greatest potential to combat the capital-
ists’ concessions drive and to advance
the overall struggle of the working
class.

The conference analyzed the struggle

“between trends within the strike move-
ment. The workers confront the disgust-
ing class betrayal by the top union
bosses of the AFL-CIO and Teamsters.

They also face a trend of ‘‘left”
bureaucrats who posture for the ‘‘rank
and file’’ and ‘‘against concessions”
while tying the workers’ struggle down
in reformist compromise with the top
union sellouts. Experience has shown
that rank-and-file actions are prepared
by persistent work to expose and com-
bat these pro-capitalist trends and by
using every opportunity to encourage
the independent motion of the workers.
The further advancement of the strike
movement depends, to a great extent,
on the rank-and-file activists con-
sciously forging a trend opposed to the
union bureaucracy.

The conference hailed the signs of
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Longshoremen in Port Elizabeth, New Jersey
stand firm against a scab trucker during the
strike of 30,000 dock workers in October 1986.

renewed struggle. Although still scat-
tered and sporadic, the strikes show the
deep-felt anger of the masses. They are
educating the rank and file. They are
helping to prepare the workers for
broader struggle in the future. They are
providing another wide field for the
Party to build up its influence and to
step by step lay the basis for real, fight-
ing organizations of the masses.

Build the Workers’ Movement as
a Revolutionary Movement

The conference held that the tasks of
Continued on next page
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the working class activists are not con-
fined to fighting against concessions.
The workers’ movement must be built
as a revolutionary movement.

The mass strike movement against
_ concessions must not just push for
struggle despite the union bosses. It
must be strengthened in an open fight
against the labor traitors and seek to
draw wider and wider sections of the
masses into the struggle.

The workers must also push forward
the mass political movements to fight
Reaganite  tyranny and racism,
militarism and imperialist aggression.
This is important in its own right. As
well, for the economic struggle to be
really firm and effective the workers
must be enlightened by revolutionary
political consciousness.

Persistent work is required to sever
the workers from the liberal-labor poli-
tics of the Democratic Party and the union
bureaucracy, to undermine the non-po-
litical atmosphere foisted on the
masses, and to unite them in a move-
ment based on the independent class in-
terests of the workers.

As well, the struggles of today —
whether economic, political, or ideologi-
cal — need the perspective of socialist
revolution to guide them forward and to
inspire them with the alternative to this
capitalist hell.

The conference laid stress on training
the workers in party concept and on con-
structing the Party in the factories and
other work places. This is the indispen-
sable weapon needed to build the work-
ers’ movement as a revolutionary move-
ment.

Deepen the Party’s Ties
With the Masses

At the 2nd National Conference,
which was held in 1984, the Party
analyzed the problems for revolutionary
work under the present difficult condi-
tions. It set out various tasks to deepen
the Party’s ties with the masses. This
included improving the Party’s agitation
through such measures as regularizing
The Workers' Advocate, producing a
supplement, and other changes. And it
included work to seize on the ripples of
struggle in the local areas and work
places to build up the influence and or-
ganized links of the Party among the
masses.

The 3rd National Conference ap-
proved the advances made in fulfilling
these tasks and discussed how to carry
them forward.

The changes that were made in The
Workers' Advocate have allowed for
greater attention to providing guidance
to thevmass movements.and to educat-
ing the workers through hard hitting ex-
posures of the political events of our
days. While the paper has been made

easier to read, its revolutionary orienta- .

tion has been preserved. And it has con-
tinued to serve, along with the supple-
ment, as an organ for the essential
theoretical work of the Party.

The strengthening of The Workers’
Advocate also reflected an improvement
in the agitation throughout the Party.
The local papers, leaflets, pamphlets,
and so forth have shown a growing sen-
sitivity to the political mood of the
masses and an improved ability to link
up with the still inconsistent, vacillating
and incomplete revolutionary ten-
dencies that exist among the masses.
The Party’s press is better able to speak
the language of the workers, to appeal
to the confused strivings of the still un-
awakened masses and to help bring
them forward to a communist stand.

This revolutionary agitation helped
the Party to strengthen its influence
among various sections of the working
masses. In the last two years the Party
led a number of mass struggles. It was
able to reactivate a trend of pro-party
workers in some work places and to or-
ganize and extend that trend elsewhere.
The Party also linked up with some or-
ganizations that spontaneously arose
among militant activists and it built
other modest mass forms. Overall, the
Party expanded the distribution of its
revolutionary literature and extended its
contact with various militants. This lays
the basis for gradually building up more
organized links among the masses in the
future.

Contradictory Situation for
Revolutionary Work in This Period

These advances have come only
through a most persistent, painstaking,
and slow process. The conference dis-
cussed the contradictory situation for
revolutionary work in this period.

The vicious capitalist offensive has
produced a deep-seated anger, and the
desire to fight back continues to boil up
among the masses. In this situation
sporadic battles break out, the masses

are attracted to the Party’s agitation,
and the Party is able to spread its in-
fluence wider.

At the same time, the economic
conditions and the general ebb in the
mass movements creates pressure to
break up and disperse organizations of
the working masses. Thus building up
organization and recruiting new mem-
bers to the Party remains a slow,
demanding process.

This difficult situation has been
created by many factors. The plant clos-
ings and large-scale layoffs have tended
to disorganize the workers. Meanwhile
the bipartisan, united offensive of the
capitalists has been able to temporarily
put a brake on the mass struggle. While
the so-called ‘‘free press’’ in this
country spends its time repeating Rea-
gan’s lies and justifying his clumsy,
inept policies, the Democratic Party has
rallied to the Reaganite program. The
labor bureaucrats have turned to a busi-
ness unionist approach to jointly ad-
ministering the takebacks and produc-
tivity drive against the masses. And the
black bourgeoisie has kept its back
turned on the masses and is scurrying
after a tiny share of the profits being
amassed by the big monopolies.

It cannot be predicted when the ebb
in the mass movements will pass. But it
can be seen that the bourgeoisie is using
up its reserves to keep the masses in
check. The steps the capitalists have
taken to forestall economic depression
today are only intensifying contradic-
tions and preparing the way for an even
more devastating crisis tomorrow. One
section of the masses after another is
facing the prospects of ruin. As well the
meager palliatives meant to cushion the
horrors of capitalism are being stripped
away. Meanwhile, there is a growing
disrepute of their instruments of decep-
tion. Such developments are creating
conditions for an even bigger upsurge of
the masses against the capitalist
parasites.

What stand should be taken in the
face of this situation?

The reformist and revisionist groups
have been swamped by demoralization
and have turned to liquidationism. This
is the latest phase of their throwing out
of the revolutionary interests of the
working class in favor of buttering up to
the union bureaucracy and the Demo-
cratic Party liberals. Some have become
little more than the foot-soldiers of the
liberal-labor politicians. The despair of
other revisionists is being displayed in

semi-anarchist impatience, in deserting
the factories and the workers to play at
detached ‘‘actions’’ based on certain
liberal and pacifist circles. These are
but two sides of the same liquidationist
coin. While one side justifies deserting
revolutionary work on the grounds that
snuggling up to the Democratic Party is
supposedly essential to stay close to'the
masses, the other side argues that
upholding revolution requires deserting
the masses. Both are a reflection of the
difficult situation for revolutionary work
and, at the same time, are part of the
problem holding down the working
masses.

The Party sternly rejected the oppor-
tunist paths and held firmly to the road
of steadfast revolutionary work. It has
not hidden away from the pressures, but
faced them squarely, analyzed them,
and taken various measures to combat
them. The Party has carried out careful
ideological and organizational work to
consolidate the Party itself. It has
worked to assist militant activists to
stand up for a revolutionary, fighting
policy. It has paid attention to con-
centrating its work and to making the
best use of the forces around the Party.
This and more has been done so that
steady progress can be made in more
firmly entrenching the Party among the
working masses.

The harsh conditions of our day, and
the exposures carried out by our Party,
are helping to tear down all that is false,
all that is corrupt, all that has been used
to ensnare and hold down the working
masses. How long before the dam
bursts, no one can say. But underneath
the apparent calm, the class contradic-
tions are building up to an explosion.

The 3rd National Conference held
that the work the Party is carrying out
today is precisely what is needed. The
Party’s strenuous efforts are the chief
guarantee that the working class will be
able to organize itself; that it will be
able to successfully lead all of the op-
pressed masses against the Reaganite
assault; that it will be able to raise this
struggle to a revolutionary crescendo
that will put this man-eating capitalist
system in its grave. The conference
called on the workers, the oppressed
masses, and all progressive people to
rally to the Marxist-Leninist Party, the
Party of truth, the Party of courage, the
Party of revolutionary struggle for the
bright socialist future. 0
Below are resolutions adopted at
the 3rd National Conference.

Rank-and-file action against the Reaganite offensive!

Today Reagan and the -capitalist
rulers have rallied around a vicious of-
fensive against the workers and poor
people, a drive to force back the clock of
history. This is a drive to wipe out every
gain the working people have made
through their struggle and sacrifice in
the past, whether it was in the class
battles of the 30’s or in the upsurge of
the 60’s.

- Reagan speaks of the ‘‘new
prosperity’’ in America. But this is a
prosperity for the wealthy and the cor-
porate bosses, not for the workers and
poor. For six years now, the White

House has presided over a vicious as--

sault against the masses while lining the
pockets of the rich with gold. While the
corporations get huge tax breaks and fat
military contracts, while the banks rake
in big interest payments from the
budget deficits, while profits zoom
skyward on Wall Street — the capitalist
employers have kept up the demand for
more and more concessions from the
workers.

The high-living capitalist parasites
say that the workers are paid too much,
so they demand that wages be cut. And
in the work places, overwork, speedup,
and harassment are the rule. Millions

remain unemployed, while a new round
of layoffs and plant closings is already
threatening to throw more out of work.
In the meantime, Reaganism has
steadily stripped down unemployment,
welfare and other social benefit pro-
grams.

The capitalists have thrown down
their challenge. For the sake of the
profits of American business, they are
demanding the massive driving down of
the wages, working and living condi-
tions of the workers.

What’s more, the Reaganite offen-
sive is an all-out drive against the
masses, not just against their livelihood.
Reaganism stands for forging new
chains on the black people and other
minorities with the stepping up of seg-
regation, discrimination and Klan-style
terror. And it stands for unbridled jin-
goism, for rampant militarism, and for

new military adventures abroad. Today

the U.S. imperialists have already
begun a new Viet Nam-style war against
Nicaragua.

Under Reaganism, the capitalists
have stepped up the pressure of reac-
tionary, bourgeois ideas and culture
against the workers and young people.
In the name of promoting a ‘‘new

pride’’ in America, the capitalists are
glorifying acceptance of the way things
are. They proclaim that the highest goal
a person can have is to be rich, and they
promote contempt for any higher aspira-
tions, such as the idea of changing the
world for the better. In addition, this
cultural offensive is a crusade of mind-
less, flag-waving patriotism, of worship-
ping militarism and war, of hatred for
foreign peoples and minorities, of
religious bigotry and intolerance, and of
brutality against women.

The Reaganite offensive is not just
Reagan’s program alone. It is a bipar-
tisan offensive pushed by both the Re-
publican and Democratic parties. In
fact, Reaganism is nothing other than
the class war of the capitalists against
the working people.

In the face of the bipartisan capitalist
offensive, progress for the workers will
not come by waiting for deliverance
from the government, politicians or cor-
porations. No, the fight to go forward
requires class struggle. To defend the
gains the masses made in previous,
rounds of struggle requires returning to
the path of struggle that won those
things in the first place.

Today there is a widespread feeling of

outrage and indignation among the
workers and downtrodden. Already
there is a revival of the strike move-
ment, although it still remains at a low
level. And there continue to be sporadic
outbursts of protest against war and
racism. These stirrings are the sign of
the movement to come and must be
developed.

The Third National Conference of the
Marxist-Leninist Party calls upon the
workers to transform their anger into
rank-and-file action against the Reagan-
ite offensive.

The MLP emphasizes rank-and-file
action because the trade unions and
other organizations that the masses look
towards to defend their concerns are
under the control of sellout misleaders.
The labor bureaucrats and other liberal
and reformist chieftains are slaves of
the Democratic Party. From the outset
of the Reaganite offensive these mis-
léaders have been doing their best to
smother the mass struggle. Under these
conditions, the struggle of the masses
must be launched over. the heads of the
official and respectable leaders.

Rank-and-file action was the militant
spirit of the 1960’s and 70’s. It is action

Continued on next page
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by the workers themselves, when the
masses themselves decide that enough
is enough and their demands must be
reckoned with. Rank-and-file action is a
question of launching strikes and other
job actions, of building protests and
demonstrations. It is a question of
breaking out of the bounds that the
authorities and misleaders demand the
workers must stay within, a time when
the workers refuse to simply beg for
favors, and become fighters through
confrontations with the corporations and

[y

government. .

Rank-and-file action raises in the
minds of the masses the necessity for in-
dependent organization, for building up
fighting organizations that can effec-
tively wage struggle. Only when it is
backed by organization 'can struggle be
sustained.

It is when the rank and file has initia-
tive in its hands and can block the
treachery of the misleaders that the
workers have the best chance to win
their struggles. Sometimes even when
they don’t win their demands, the work-
ers can succeed in extending their or-

ganization — which puts them in a bet-
ter position for the future. At other
times, the workers may suffer bitter
defeats; but there are valuable lessons
for the future in a hard-fought struggle.
There will be an inevitable next round of
battle. And the lessons learned in each
round of struggle must be carried for-
ward into the next round.

In the course of struggle, the workers
begin to break free of capitalist in-
fluences and develop awareness of their
own class interests, strength and goals.
But this cannot be left to spontaneity.
The building of working class struggle

and organization calls for a widespread
challenge of the ideas and lies spread by
the ruling class. For this, the class con-
scious workers must work to develop the
workers’ press, to spread revolutionary
ideas and agitation far and wide.

These steps — rank-and-file action,
independent organization, and the
spreading of  progressive = and
revolutionary ideas — are the tasks of
the hour. They are the next steps for
building up a powerful working class
response to the capitalist offensive. []

The Democratic Party is the other face of Reaganism

Six years of Reagan have proved time
and again that the Democratic Party
also stands for the backward, Reaganite
agenda. In the last few months alone,
the Democrats have added to their list of
crimes against the working people an
orgy of collaboration with the Republi-
cans. They have endorsed a new round
of cutbacks with the Gramm-Rudman
bill. They have joined eagerly with Rea-
gan in the dirty war against Nicaragua.
And they have just passed the Simpson-
Rodino anti-immigrant bill.

And where the Democrats run gov-
ernments, they show they are equal to
the Reaganite. Republicans when it
comes to supporting wage cuts,
speedup and cutbacks against the work-
ers. The Democratic governors and
mayors have followed the same anti-
worker economic policies that Reagan
has championed from Washington.

The Democrats are strikebreakers

and union busters no less than Reagan.
In the strike of the Phelps-Dodge copper
miners, it was Democratic Governor
Babbit who sent in the National Guard,
as it was Democratic Minnesota Gover-
nor Perpich who did the same against
the Hormel workers. And it was Demo-
cratic Mayors Coleman Young in Detroit
and Wilson Goode in Philadelphia who
came down fiercely against the city
workers’ strikes this summer.

The Democrats pose not only as the
party of the working people but also of
the black and Latino people. In truth,
however, they are a racist party no dif-
ferent than the Republicans. The
bigoted Dixiecrats of the South are still
a cornerstone of this capitalist party.
And even the liberal politicians, includ-
ing the black bourgeois who have made
their home in the Democratic - Party,
stand against the needs of black and
other minority workers. After all, it was

none other than black mayor Goode who
ordered the bombing of the MOVE

politicians of the Democratic Party play
a special role in this offensive. With the

house in Philadelphia, murdering Joyal assistance of the trade union
eleven black people and ravaging an en-  bureaucrats, the black bourgeoisie, the
tire neighborhood. social-democrats, and other reformist

The Democrats and Republicans are
engaged in a contest over the mid- term
elections these days. The Democrats
claim that the masses must help them
gain control of the Senate. But these
elections are an empty battle. No matter
who wins, Reaganism will be assured of
dominating Congress and the Reaganite
bills will continue to be churned out one
after another.

This is because the Democrats,
equally with the Republicans, are a po-
litical party of monopoly capitalism and
imperialism. And it is this man-eating
system of exploitation, reaction and war
that is propelling the Reaganite offen-
sive.

At the same time, the liberal-labor

forces, they strive to co-opt the mass op-
position to Reaganism. They attempt to
bind every outbreak of struggle and pro-
test to the electoral campaigns of the
Democratic Party, and to smother the
mass struggles under the liberal and
pacifist politics acceptable to the Demo-
cratic Party chieftains.

Therefore, the fight against the Rea-
gan offensive is inseparable from the
struggle against the capitalist parties.
And it demands a determined struggle
to free the mass movements from the
confines imposed by liberal-labor poli-
tics. On this road the working class and
oppressed masses can unleash a power-
ful revolutionary movement. O

Draw the workers into the political movement!

A crucial part of the work of building
up the workers’ movement is bringing
the working class into the political
struggle.

Today decades of liberal and revision-
ist politics have resulted in the workers’
movement being considered as some-
thing restricted to the economic
struggle. Of course workers vote in
elections and individual workers take
part in meetings. But it is taken for
granted that the workers’ own specific
movement, and their class struggle, is
restricted to economic interests. The
workers are regarded as simply an eco-
nomic " special interest group in the
liberal political coalition. This is one of
the greatest crimes of the bourgeois
‘“‘friends of labor’’ against the workers’
movement. It is one of the greatest
weapons in the hands of the capitalists
and their revisionist hangers-on to
destroy the revolutionary sweep of the
workers’ struggle.

The workers’ movement only takes on
its full scope when it is waged on all
questions of modern-day life — politi-
cal, economic, or ideological.

The economic struggle is crucial for
the working class to breathe; it helps in-
still hatred for the capitalists; and it
helps organize the working class. But
the economic struggle: by itself is nar-
row. To have the class consciousness
needed to wage the economic struggle
in an effective way, the working class
must realize that its struggle is not just
against individual oppressors, but is a
classwide struggle on all fronts.
Moreover the struggle on such partially
or fully political issues as war,
militarism, racism, the oppression of
women, cultural degeneration, and
religious bigotry is just as important for
the working class as the economic
struggle.

Furthermore, the working class can
only achieve its economic emancipation
through a political revolution that brings
the workers to power. The working
class can not eliminate its position as

wage slaves, it cannot eliminate the ex-
ploitation of person by person, until it
frees itself of political slavery to the cap-
italist state and parties. And the work-
ing class will never be able to rise to the
level of this political revolution if it
restricts -itself solely to issues of wages
and benefits.

Without political consciousness, the
working class cannot go beyond the
most elementary forms of organization.
Without political consciousness, even
fierce fights against the capitalists and
bureaucrats cannot be consolidated and
their fruits will tend to fritter away or be
misdirected. And without taking up po-
litical and ideological issues, the work-
ing class cannot understand the need to
rally around its own political party and
to sacrifice to defend it against the bour-
geoisie.

The bourgeoisie as a whole puts one
obstacle after another in the way of the
political activity of the working class.
The tremendous overwork and speedup
that exhausts the workers is itself a
huge obstacle. And the ordinary

methods of bourgeois politics require -

huge amounts of money that only the
wealthy have. Meanwhile the bour-
geoisie imposes dozens of police regula-
tions against ‘‘unauthorized’’ literature
distribution, demonstrations, and meet-
ings. The mass media and educational
institutions chime in by seeking to
demoralize the working class, to make it
doubt itself, and to blame the crimes of
the government on the alleged back-
wardness of the workers.

The labor bureaucrats, revisionists,
and other ‘‘friends of labor’’ also
downplay the participation of the work-
ers in the political movements. Oh, they
think it is all right to have workers ap-
plaud them now and then; they posi-
tively need the workers for voting fod-
der at elections; and they need the
workers to stir things up occasionally so
that the ‘‘friends of labor’’ have a bar-
gaining chip for their deals with the con-
servatives. But they are afraid of the

militancy and revolutionary spirit of the
workers. They want nothing done that
could disturb the bourgeois liberals or
go beyond a mere squabble among dif-
ferent bourgeois policies.

Revolutionary work at the place of
work must go directly against this non-
political atmosphere enforced by the
bourgeoisie. It must include work to
draw the working class into the political
movements. Agitation on all political
issues must be brought to the work
place, to the working class com-
munities, and to all the workers’ or-
ganizations. Workers taking part in
economic struggle must also be brought

into the political movements, and work-
ers considering political issues must be
shown the distinction between bour-
geois liberal and proletarian politics.
Indeed, what the working class needs
is not any type of political struggle, but
precisely struggle against the capitalist
politicians ‘and capitalist parties. The
workers need that type of politics that
raises in them the determination to put
an end to the long dreary rufé of the ex-
ploiting classes. Our Party pays atten-
tion to bringing consciousness of the
meaning of the different political trends

to the working class. All sorts of
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methods must be used to allow the
workers to see and participate in the
struggle of trends in the political move-
ment. The workers must become the
bastion of the struggle against bour-
geois liberalism and petty-bourgeois
reformism and for a revolutionary stand
on all questions.

The more the working class takes part
in the movements against militarism
and war, against racism, against all the
outrages of bourgeois life, the stronger
these movements will be. Not until the
workers’ movement becomes the driv-
ing force in these movements, not until
the workers are not just additional
bodies to fill out these movements

numerically but place the stamp of class
conscious ideology upon these move-

ments, will these movements show their’

true potential.

A crucial part of building up the work-
ing class movement on the political front
is the building up of the working class’
own political party, the Marxist-Leninist
Party. The Party is thé essential core
for the building up of a class conscious
workers’ movement at the work places
and elsewhere. Around the party there
must be built up a whole network of pro-
party workers, of distributors of Marx-
ist-Leninist literature, of activists for
communist politics, of study groups,

and of mass organizations of various

types. It is the party that provides con-
sistency to the workers’ struggle, keep-

ing the spark alive at times of lull and
drawing all the currents of struggle
together at times of ferment.

The Reaganite offensive of the bour-
geoisie is reflected within the political
movement in liquidationism. Liquida-
tionism means fighting to oppose (liqui-
date) the independent class stand of the
proletariat in the name of ‘‘broadness”
or attracting the liberals or whatever. It
means opposing the building up of a
revolutionary workers’ party. But the
fate of the workers’ movement for a long
time will be affected by whether the
workers’  party maintains and
strengthens its positions among the
working class in this period. The exist-
ence of the Marxist-Leninist Party is the
hard-won fruit of two decades of

Build the Party in the work places!

Organization — this is what the work-
ers need in the fight against the Rea-
ganite eapitalist offensive. In its
struggle with the capitalists the working
class has only its class consciousness
and superior numbers. But to weld
these into an invincible weapon the
workers must get organized. Organiza-
tion transforms the workers from in-
dividual, ‘isolated wage slaves into a
unified class, a fighting force that can
withstand the assaults of the capitalists,
a power that can take command of
society and shake the world out of its
degrading, exploitative stupor.

Unfortunately, at present, most of the
main workers’ organizations are under
the control of traitors to the working
class. The 3rd National Conference of
the Marxist-Leninist Party called for
struggle to change this sorry state of af-
fairs. It called for building organizations
that rely on the initiative of the masses
themselves, organizations that combat
the bigshot sellouts, organizations that
courageously stand for the class
struggle of the workers. '

The conference stressed organization-
al work in the factories and other work
places. These are centers of the work-
ers’ -day-to-day resistance to capitalist
exploitation. The work places are, at the
same time, centers for heightening the

revolutionary political consciousness of
the workers and for mobilizing them to
take their proper place in the center of
the political mass movements.

The Party concentrates work in the
factories to mobilize the workers for the
fight to defend their class interests on
every front, whether against conces-
sions and job-eliminating productiyity
measures or against police repression,
racism, and the imperialist war drive. It
strives to drive a wedge between the
masses and the sellout ' union
bureaucrats, liberal politicians, and
other reformists. And it strives to build
up, step by step, a multitude of different
types of organizations.

In the struggle over the last few years
the Party has made use of a variety of
organizational forms. Temporary com-
mittees have been formed to draw the
workers into campaigns against over-
work, on union elections, for defense
work in cases. of racist attacks, and so
forth. The Party has called at-work
meetings of workers during lunch
breaks and in the parking lots to discuss
carrying out some particular resistance
or to debate an urgent political issue.
The Party has also linked up with net-
works of militants that have spon-
taneously arisen to carry out job actions
over particular grievences. Circles have

Build the workers’ press!

The 3rd National Conference calls on
workers throughout the country: Put
your brains and hands to the task of
building the workers’ press!

The American news media is neither
““free’’ nor based on ‘“‘objective report-
ing.”’ It is the voice of the filthy rich ex-
ploiters. The whole system of respect-
able newspapers, magazines, TV sta-
tions, and the rest are owned lock, stock
and barrel by the capitalists. This press
exists solely to serve their class inter-
ests. It is a press that lies, a press that
manipulates the news to keep the work-

ing masses in the dark and under the ex-

ploiters’ thumb.

The press of the AFL-CIO unions and
the Teamsters is little better. This is the
voice of the sellout union bureaucrats.
Under their exclusive control, these
publications have become the apologists

CHICAGO: 1631 West 18th Street
(one block east of 18th St. 'L' on
Douglas line) ¢ Phone -243-5302

Marxist-Leninist Books and Periodicals

NEW YORK CITY: 66 Watts St.
(2 blocks north of Canal St., next to
the Film Forum), Manhattan

of giving concessions to the capitalists,
the heralds of retreat, the missionaries
of ‘‘labor-management cooperation’’ to

_ sacrifice the rank and file at the altar of

corporate competition and profits.

What the workers need is their own
voice, their own class conscious press.
Papers that tell the truth about this capi-
talist hell. Pamphlets that defend the in-
terests and champion the goal of the
working class. Leaflets that fan the
flames of class struggle.

The Marxist-Leninist Party whole-
heartedly encourages the
of revolutionary agitation and it has
built up the Party’s press as the model
and guide for all other working class
literature. From the Party’s local
leaflets, papers and pamphlets to the
national voice of the Party — The Work-
ers’ Advocate and its Spanish language

OAKLAND: 3232 ML King Way (old
Grove St.), Oakland, CA 94609
Phone 653-4840 '

spread °

been formed to discuss Party literature
and the teachings of Marx, Engels and
Lenin. Networks have been built to dis-
tribute revolutionary leaflets and papers
inside the factories. Whether forming
compact, disciplined groups or loose-
knit mass forms, the Party seeks to ex-
tend the organization of the workers and
enhance their ability to wage independ-
ent mass actions.

At the heart of all this work is the
struggle to build up the Party itself as
the guiding center for all the other or-
ganizations of the workers. A great deal
of work is necessary to train the workers
in party concept. From its work in the
mass struggles, its revolutionary agita-
tion, its work in other organizations of
the workers, and so forth, the Party
must show the masses that it is their
consistent defender, their most far-
sighted champion, their leading center
for the class struggle.

Out of its many-sided activity in the

‘work places, the Party gathers around

itself a trend of activists who support
the Party’s all-round revolutionary
policy and directly assist the Party’s
work. This pro-party trend is only
developed through painstaking work, by
encouraging the workers to lend a hand
in the different tasks, by consulting
them, by patiently developing their po-

supplement, El Estandarte Obrero — a
whole network of working class litera-
ture has been built up that is national in
scope and consistently revolutionary in
character.

The Party’s 2nd National Conference
in the fall of 1984 decided to further
strengthen The Workers' Advocate,
and the whole network of agitation
around it, to help the Party deepen its
ties with the working masses. Since that
time The Workers' Advocate has come
out on a regular monthly basis, the
Supplement has been born, and the
paper has become more popular and
hard hitting.

The Workers’ Advocate provides
news on strikes, political demonstra-
tions and other mass actions to en-
courage the development of the mass
movements. It exposes the sabotaging
role of the liberals and reformists in
these movements. And it orients the
mass mqvements in an independent,
working class direction.

The paper also covers major political
events. It reveals the real class content
that lies behind the complicated swirl of
domestic and international develop-
ments. And it uses this experience to
train the workers in complete hostility to
the bourgeoisie and its state machine.

Part of the class struggle today in-
volves the fight against the cultural im-
poverishment that the capitalists are
foisting onto the working masses. The
Workers' Advocate and other Party

struggle of the revolutionary activists.
Without its influence and guiding ac-
tivity the revolutionary workers’ move-
ment would be: slowed down im-
measurably by the need to retrace these
steps.'

It is among the workers that spon-
taneous skepticism and opposition
toward the Reaganite campaigns is
strongest. But there is also a spon-
taneous tendency to simply wash one’s
hands of politics. It is necessary to al-
ways pay attention to developing a polit-
ical atmosphere in the workers’ move-
ment. And in turn the development of
enthusiasm for a revolutionary political
stand will help give a broad sweep and
fervor to the work on all fronts. O

litical consciousness, and gaining their
assistance in organizing the class
struggle. The creation and organization-
al consolidation of the pro-party trend is
an essential task, because it ties the
Party more firmly to the masses of work-
ers and provides the Party with new °
recruits from the best revolutionary
workers.

Today the resumption of the strike
movement has created a wider field for
the Party’s work. At the same time, the
undermining role of the union
bureaucracy, the large-scale layoffs and
plant closings, and other factors con-
tinue to disrupt the organization of the
workers and make organizational work
particularly difficult. Only by con-
centrating its work in certain work
places and, at the same time, spreading
its revolutionary agitation as widely as
possible among the masses of workers,
can the Party overcome the difficulties
of our times and gradually build up
more organized links with the masses of
workers.

The 3rd National Conference calls on
the militant workers to take up the es-

sential task of our times — get or-
ganized! Build the Party in the work
places! ; O

journals combat the cultural reaction of
the bourgeoisie and provide space for
the development of progressive art and
literature.

The Workers Advocate also deals
with the most perplexing theoretical
problems confronting the revolutionary
working class movement. It vigorously
defends the principles of Marxism-
Leninism, applies them to revolutionary
practice, and combats the fashionable,
renegade distortions of revolutionary
theory by the revisionists and oppor-
tunists.

The Workers' Advocate is a powerful
weapon for the workers and an impor-
tant instrument for organizing the Party
itself.

The 3rd National Conference calls on
all class conscious workers and
revolutionary activists to help us further
build up the workers’ press. Send us
reports from the factories, news of mass
actions, and views on the political
debates that engulf the working masses.
Give The Workers' Advocate and other
working class literature financial sup-
port. Form circles to discuss it. Dis-
tribute it. And build networks with other
activists to spread it widely in the fac-
tories, the workers’ neighborhoods, the
schools, and mass actions. The workers’
press is the voice of truth. Help us
spread this truth to every corner of the
country to help unite, educate, and or-
ganize the workers into an independent,
class conscious power.
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The historic mission of the working class -
putting an end to capitalist society

Every day of capitalist society is a
struggle for the working class. The
workers must fight to obtain adequate
wages to live on and to avoid mutilation
from unsafe working conditions, fight
the capitalist government to stop wars
of aggression, and fight for enlighten-
ment against the miserable bourgeois
“‘culture’’ of dollar-worship, chauvin-
ism, and bigotry.

Will this struggle continue forever?

No, it is possible to live without ex-
ploitation and oppression. The workers’
struggle has a goal. The workers must
use the daily struggle to organize them-
selves to overthrow the old, capitalist
system of exploitation. It is possible to
live without capitalist overseers and
racist police. The working class can be-
come the ruling class and eliminate the
man-eating system of exploitation.

Exploitation does not come about be-
cause of human nature. Nor is it simply
a matter of the greed of individual capi-
talists.

Exploitation is the result of the capi-
talist system of production for profit.
Today production requires the coopera-
tion of huge masses of people. But the
fruits of that cooperation are the private
property of a handful of exploiters.
Whether it is manufacturing or agricul-
ture, whether it is the making of goods
or the provision of services, the present
economy is dominated by large-scale
production and large enterprises. Yet
the working class neither owns nor con-
trols the results of its collective labor.
Instead the executives, big stock-
holders, and parasites own the majority
of the country. The rich get richer,
while the poor get harassment, repres-
sion, and a few soup kitchens to keep
them ready to produce for the benefit of
the rich.

The socialist revolution aims at
eliminating the division of mankind into
two great groups, those who labor and
those who own the results of that labor.
By eliminating the division of mankind
into separate classes, it will eliminate
exploitation. And it will eliminate the
bitter oppression that is needed to main-
tain this exploitation.

This cannot be done overnight. And
it will face the diehard opposition of the
exploiters who fight like dogs for the
preservation of their privileged,
parasitic lifestyle. These egoistic aris-
tocrats regard the end of their rule as
the end of civilization itself. The same
parasites who poison the land, air and
sea with hazardous wastes — to make a
few bucks, who run workers ragged with
overtime while millions are unemployed
— to make a few more bucks, and who
fight wars to preserve spheres of in-
fluence — for still more bucks, are not

Against the union bureaucracy

The 3rd National Conference con-
demned the trade union bureaucracy for
its strikebreaking role and its collabora-
tion with the capitalists’ concessions of-
fensive.

The trade unions originally emerged
as a basic form of organization among
the workers. They came up because
workers recognized that they needed to
band together against the employers.
The workers belonging to unions still
look towards them to defend their day-
to-day interests, but they face the
serious problem - that the union
machinery in the U.S. has long been
captured by a sellout bureaucracey.

The top leaders of the unions stand at
the head of an entrenched bureaucracy
which has imposed a policy of class
cooperation and compromise on the

going to give up their privileged posi-
tion from love of humanity.

The elimination of exploitation can
only begin when state power passes into
the hands of the working class. The big
capitalists and monopolists will step by
step be stripped of their ownership of
the products of other people’s labor.
The means of large-scale production will
pass over to collective management by
the working people as a whole. Private
property will remain only for things that
are truly private such as the personal
possessions of the masses. All this will
be the opposite of the present system:
today the workers’ possessions are fre-
quently the property of loan companies
or can be lost as soon as one becomes
unemployed, while the big factories and
corporate farms are the private property
of a handful of capitalist lords.
(Meanwhile small producers who do not
exploit the labor of others will be treated
differently from capitalist slavedrivers.
The benefits of cooperation and large-
scale production will be used to
gradually win over the small producers
to collective methods.)

The working class will thus transform
the economy. It will step by step
eliminate production for profit and re-
place it with production for the benefit
of the collective good. The economic
crises, the unemployment, and the
other evils of capitalism will be
eliminated as dog-eat-dog capitalist
production is replaced by socialist
production.

Both the revolution itself and the sub-
sequent transformation of economic life
take place in a fierce class struggle.
This is the uprising of one class against
another. The government under capi-
talism is a tool for the suppression of the
working majority by the overprivileged
minority. Political power will be con-
quered by the revolution and become a
tool for suppressing the resistance of
the former exploiters to the working
majority.

But the ultimate goal of socialist
development is the end of class divi-
sions and the introduction of a classless,
communist society. In such.a society,
the government apparatus, which even
in the most democratic society is a tool
for the  suppression of one class by
another, withers away. There is no
longer any class to suppress.

These vast changes are what
revolutionary socialism will do. Social-
ism is not simply a readjustment of the
present system. It does not consist of
appointing a government commission to
“‘regulate’’ the capitalists, or of hand-
ing out a few more welfare checks. It
consists of building a new society.

The writings of Marx, Engels, and

workers. They not only betray the work-
ers at contract time, but on an everyday
basis the union bureaucracy smothers
the concerns of the workers. They leave
the workers without organized defense
against the outrages of the employers.
The union bureaucracy is part of a
strata of labor aristocracy, detached
from the mass of workers. The top union
chieftains are even paid like corporate
executives, with salaries running into
hundreds of thousands of dollars. Some-
times militant workers obtain low level

‘union posts with the hope of doing

something positive, but they confront a
great deal of pressure and enticement
from above to separate them away from
the rank and file.

If the union leaders were really loyal
to the workers, they would help or-

Lenin provide the clearest description of
what the new society will be and how to
get there. They show that the replace-
ment of capitalism by socialism is not
simply a nice idea, but the inevitable
outcome of the whole development of
class society. :

Revolutionary soctalism is not what
exists today in the Soviet Union. Capi-
talist restoration has taken place in the
Soviet Union. The once-socialist Soviet
Union has become a state-capitalist
country. The Soviet Union is now
simply another capitalist superpower,
just like the U.S.

The American capitalists try to
demoralize the working class by saying
that socialism failed in the Soviet Union
and elsewhere. But it is not socialism
that failed. As long as socialism existed
in the Soviet Union, the working class
performed miracles. It transformed
backward, illiterate, poverty-stricken,
almost medieval Russia into a country
where the working class could stand up
against the whole capitalist world.

But under the tremendous pressure of
world capitalist encirclement, the Soviet
leaders gradually abandoned the
revolutionary class struggle. This is
when the decline of the Soviet Union
began. Instead of fighting to maintain
working class rule and hold in check the
bureaucratic strata, the Soviet leaders
declared that the class struggle was
over. This allowed a new bourgeois
class, a state capitalist class, to con-
solidate. While the Soviet leaders con-
tinued to pay lip service to Marxism-
Leninism, they discarded its real es-
sence and preached that its revolution-
ary core was outdated.

It is revisionism that has failed. It is
the idea that one can achieve socialism
through collaboration with the bour-
geoisie at home and abroad that has
failed.

Yet the setback in the Soviet Union
cannot wipe out the historic accomplish-
ments of socialism and the class con-
scious working class movement that
fought for socialism. These are the
forces that brought the working class
out of wretched humiliation and
degradation into the center of world his-
tory. These are the forces that spear-
headed the defeat of the fascist Axis in
World War II, the advances in the
liberation movement in China and a
number of other oppressed countries,
and other struggiles.

History teaches that only socialism,
only the path of socialist revolution, is
the salvation for the working class. The
revisionist tragedies in Russia and
China, and the deviations from Marx-
ism-Leninism that presently threaten
socialism in Albania, do however set

ganize the workers against the system
of wage slavery. But the union bigshots
in the U.S. are avowedly pro-capitalist.
Today the strike movement is again
beginning to emerge. But again and
again the union bureaucrats come out to
oppose and sabotage strikes. Lane
Kirkland and the other heads -of the
AFL-CIO have gone so far as to con-
demn the Hormel strike while the top
dogs of the United Food and Commer-
cial Workers took over the Austin, Min-
nesota local, brought scabs into the
union, and forced through the conces-
sions’ contract that the Hormel capital-
ists wanted. In other instances, union
heads have ordered their members to
scab on fellow workers, as the
Machinists leadership has betrayed
other airline unions or Teamster hacks

before the working class movement an
important task: the defeat of revision-
ism and all deviations from Marxism-
Leninism. The struggle for socialism,
and the maintenance of socialism once
working class power has been achieved,
are completely tied up with the anti-re-.
visionist struggle.

The working class movement has
never given up the goal of socialism.
Wherever the struggle reaches a certain
intensity, ideas of socialism, of living
without exploiters, flare up again
among the working class. As the
revolutionary movement grows again in
the world, there will be another assault
on world capitalism.

Meanwhile world capitalism has had
one failure after another to its ‘‘credit.”’
It is capitalism that plunged the world
into two world wars, each more devas-
tating than the last. It is capitalism that
now threatens a third world war with
even more catastrophic results. It is
capitalism that gave rise to the Nazi
regime in Germany and that today
nourishes death squad regimes in
Central America and the most vicious
racist minority rule in South Africa.
Capitalism can only continue as long as
it is fed a constant diet of corpses and
oppression.

It is the perspective of social revolu-
tion that provides guidance to the
struggle of today. It is this goal that
shows the way out of capitalist hell. It is
this goal to which our Party is dedi-
cated.

We are the party of revolutionary
struggle and socialism. We stand for
fighting the battles of today against
poverty and war, against racism,
against the oppression of women, and
against all the evils of the capitalist hell.
And we stand for using the organization
that the working class builds up in these
struggles for the goal of a social revolu-
tion that will sweep away these capital-
ist demons once and for all.

For many decades the militant work-
ers of the world fought for socialism
before there was a single example of a
socialist revolution. But today socialism.
is not just a dream. Lenin and the Bol-
shevik Revolution of 1917 ushered in the
era in which the working class began its
first attempts to actually build a socialist
society. From the setbacks that oc-
curred, the working class movement can
and will learn how to fight still harder
against the bourgeoisie, and the neces-
sity of stepping up the fight against re-
visionism. Let us continue the struggle
for socialism! Let us put an end to the
capitalist horror! O

turned their backs on California grocery
workers. . 3
The union hacks are breaking up the
organization of the workers. This year
they split up the national steel contract,
the national telephone contract, and the
West coast shipyard contract so that the
workers 'in each company are being
forced to fight alone. Meanwhile in the
auto industry and others, the union
leaders are letting the companies
rewrite the contracts on a plant-by-plant
basis. Underneath empty phrases of
labor solidarity, the union bureaucrats
are promoting the idea of loyalty to one
company against others, and even one
plant against others.
While the -capitalists continue to
throw workers into the unemployment
* Continued on next page .
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lines and pit them against those who are
employed, the union hacks merely talk
and talk. Instead of struggle against
layoffs and plant closings, the union
chiefs preach faith in empty promises
from the corporations, court suits,
legislation, or they simply support the
worn-out capitalist blackmail that con-
cessions will save jobs. At ‘the same
time, the labor bureaucrats are support-
ing the capitalists’ man-eating produc-
tivity drives and automation that are
eliminating jobs and turning the work
places into hell holes of overwork. As for
those on the unemployment lines with
little chance of being recalled, the union
bosses have nothing but complete
neglect. .

The union bosses have also fallen in
with the capitalist demand that the
workers’ wages be cut. And while they
may sametimes grumble about outright
wage cuts on currently employed work-
ers, the union hacks have become eager
devotees of the scheme to impose two-
tier wage scales.

The union heads also do not give a
damn about the masses of unorganized
workers. It is a disgrace that today oaly
about 18% of the work force is organ-

ized into unions. Drives to organize the

unorganized are few and far between.
When they think of recruiting new
members these days, the union leaders
frequently think of raiding the members
of other unions.

The union bosses have taken up the
mission of drowning the class struggle
in a sea of labor-management coopera-

tion. :

In company after company, they are
pushing all kinds of labor-management
committees, whether it is to speed up
the workers, to help cut jobs, or to fink
on workers. ;

GM’s Saturn project, where even
before the plant is opened the United
Auto*Workers leaders-have agreed to a
whole slew of concessions and to what
amounts to a company-union, has be-
come the model for the entire AFL-CIO.
Meanwhile, the top dogs of the United
Steel Workers have made organizing
‘‘middle management’’ and other ‘‘per-
sons having supervisory powers’’ into
the union a top priority. Their chief
demand upon the monopolies has been
to give the hacks a seat on the corporate
boards: of directors. All this is just
‘‘business unionism’’ where union
bureaucrats become businessmen ad-
ministering the concessions offensive
against the rank and file.

The union bureaucrats are flag-
waving chauvinists. They advocate that
the workers should side with the
American slave drivers against the
workers of the rest of the world. Thus
the union bosses eagerly join in chau-
vinist anti-import campaigns, in cru-
sades against immigrant workers, and
in appeals to build up U.S. war prepara-
tions. They are imperialist labor bureau-
crats.

The 3rd National Conference also
pointed out that a section of middle-
level bureaucrats, under the pressure of
the angry rank and file, has begun to
posture against concessions and in sup-
port of strikes that have broken out.

They even falsely drape themselves in
the mantle of the ‘‘rank and file.”” One
such grouping of the bureaucrat opposi-
tion is the National Rank and File
Against Concessions (NRAFAC) but
even in its constitution this group
restricted its membership only to local
union officials.

Such bureaucrat oppositions refuse to
completely break with the class col-
laborationism of the top union hacks; for
example, when NRAFAC was formed its
declaration affirmed that they would not
oppose any union leaderships. Instead
of organizing a firm fight against con-
cessions, they seek a reformist com-
promise for somewhat lesser conces-
sions. Instead of building up the inde-
pendent action of the masses of work-
ers, they tie down the struggles in legal
channels and corporate campaigns. In-
stead of organizing the workers inde-
pendently of the top hacks, they bog the
workers down in maneuvering within
the union bureaucracy.

These ‘‘left’’ union bureaucrats can
be no more trusted than the sellouts
who stand at the top of the unions.
Sometimes such bureaucrat opposi-
tions, even with their hypocritical, refor-
mist opposition to concessions, attract
workers looking for a struggle. To the
extent that an organization based on a
bureaucrat opposition attracts numbers
of workers and actually engages in
struggle, it may be necessary to work in
or around it. But this work should be
directed at linking up with the militants,
supporting real struggles, and exposing
the treachery of the bureaucrat opposi-
tion. °

Against revisionist liquidationism

When the workers turn to struggle,
they are attracted to political groupings
of the left, groupings which speak in the
name of the working class and claim to
be Marxist and socialist. The experience
of class struggle begins to break down
capitalist prejudices against Marxism.

When this happens, it shows a
healthy interest in political currents and
in new and different ideas. But in real
life, the workers are confronted by a
host of left organizations. At first this
may appear confusing, and workers
naturally ask why the different groups
do not unite. The fact of the matter is
that, despite the Marxist, socialist and
communist labels, not all the trends are
revolutionary and they have different
stands. The workers must learn to dis-
tinguish among trends.

Among the various political forces in
the left, the workers will find truly
revolutionary Marxists. There are also
circles of activists gravitating towards
Marxism, and there are reformist op-
ponents of the class struggle.

The Marxist-Leninist Party is the
party of revolutionary Marxism-
Leninism in the U.S.

We do not expect the workers to ac-
cept our party simply because we say
so, but by taking a conscious stand
towards the class struggle and what role
the different organizations play in it.
This calls for drawing lessons from the
experience of the workers’ movement
and learning about revolutionary
theory.

In examining the ideas and work of
the MLP, the workers will indeed find
that it is our party which consistently
defends the interests of the working
class. The MLP stands for class
struggle, works for independent action
and organization, and upholds the
perspective of socialist revolution. The
MLP bases its stands and work upon the
revolutionary ideas of Marx, Engels and
Lenin, the pathbreaking leaders of the
international working class. Marxism-
Leninism is the revolutionary theory
that guides the working class movement
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towards liberation.

From time to time within the mass
movements, other circles emerge
formed by revolutionary-minded ac-
tivists' who gravitate towards Marxism.
These circles also face the task of dif-
ferentiating among the various left
trends. They have to sort out what is
false and tame, and what is live and
revolutionary, among the established
groups which claim to be Marxist. For
its part, the Marxist-Leninist Party
works to link up with such groups, to
fight together in the mass struggles,
and to assist the activists to embrace
consistent, revolutionary positions.

Then there are the established refor-
mist left trends, such as the groupings
who follow pro-Soviet revisionism,
Maoism and Trotskyism. They have
long learned the art of using Marxist
phrases to limit the workers’ perspec-
tive to putting bandaids on the ills of
capitalism.

Today the reformist trends of the left
have put to the fore a stand of liquida-
tionism — the abandonment (liquida-
tion) of the independent interests of the
working class in favor of more and more
outspoken class collaboration with the
capitalists. And while continuing to give
lip service to Marxism, the liquidators
openly throw out its principles and re-
place them with revisions that justify
their renegade stands.

Liquidationism is against class
struggle. It is opposed to the vital need
for class independence of the workers; it
denies the need for separating the work-
ers from the sellout union bureaucrats
and liberal capitalist politicians.

Some of the liquidators have no
shame in glorifying the liberals and
union bureaucrats. In the past year, we
have seen, for example, the pro-Soviet

revisionist CPUSA (which puts out the"

newspaper People's Daily World)
openly  supporting the  blatant
strikebreaking of the AFL-CIO leader-
ship against the Hormel strikers in Aus-
tin, Minnesota. They are masters in
finding something good in even the
most sellout hacks.

The Marxist-Leninist Party works in
the trade unions and runs in some trade
union elections, but not with the aim of
achieving reconciliation with the union
bureaucracy. Instead the MLP orients
itself to winning over the rank and file.
The aim of the party’s work is to win the
masses of the workers to the class
struggle and to eliminate the influence
of the union bureaucracy among them.

The workers’ movement will once
again forge truly proletarian unions, but
this will require a wide and intense up-
surge of the workers. And only the
course of struggle will determine how
this will come about — whether as com-
pletely new organizations or through
radically transforming * the current
unions.

The 3rd National Conference stressed
that the building of the strike movement
against the capitalists’ concessions
drive requires a tenacious fight against
the union bureaucrats. This provides
the best chances for the workers to
succeed in their struggles. And with
such a fight, each strike can also be-
come a vehicle to build up the organiza-
tion and class consciousness of the
workers and to spur on the mass
struggle. To fight effectively, the rank
and file must take matters into.their
own hands, organize themselves inde-
pendently of the union bosses, and
spread the spirit of class struggle to
every corner of the country. NO MORE
CONCESSIONS! GET ORGANIZED
FOR THE CLASS STRUGGLE! O

These liquidators also openly urge the
workers to support the capitalist Demo-
cratic Party. In the current elections, the
pro-Soviet revisionists are telling the
most outrageous lies about how voting
for the Democrats will bring progress
for the workers against Reaganism.

Some other liquidators follow a craf-
tier policy. They will spout words:
against reformism and the Democratic
Party. But they too see no value in inde-
pendent struggle by the workers. They
have no faith in the workers’ ability to
develop rank-and-file action. Their max-
imum interest in any working class
struggle is to look for some section of
the labor bureaucracy they can link with
or some liberal politician they can
preach trust in.

Some of these liquidators will even
run their own candidates at election
time against the Republicans and
Democrats, but they eagerly invite the
Democratic politicians to be the guests
of honor at demonstrations. And in work
place struggles, they are constantly on
the lookout for some section of the union
bureaucracy that will give them some
posts or favors. In essence this stand is
no different than the CPUSA. It remains
a policy which ties the workers to hand-
maidens of the capitalists.

And there are still other liquidators
who, in the name of upholding revolu-
tion, have completely abandoned the
working class in this difficult period of
ebb in the mass movements. They
preach the petty-bourgeois idea that
some other class, not the proletariat,
will be the vehicle of progress.

For the workers to advance, political
interest and activity is essential. This is
not only a matter of opposing the capi-
talist parties but also of breaking with
their servants in the reformist left. Only
through this can the workers build their
unity, struggle, and organization, in-
cluding the proletarian party itself. All

. class conscious workers and revolution-

ary activists should unite in the struggle
against the capitalist rulers and the
reformist liquidators. O
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Apartheid no! Revolution yes!

The white minority regime in South
Africa is one of the most bloody and bar-
baric regimes on the face of the earth.
A small white minority monopolizes all
political rights, while the black and
other oppressed people have only the
right to slave for the racist masters. The
white minority lives like kings, while the
black majority lives in shanties and
huts, huddled into poverty-stricken
shantytowns or left to rot on barren
wastelands. This oppression weighs far
hardest on the black people, but also is
exercised against the other oppressed
peoples. And political repression also
hits at progressive whites who oppose
racist rule.

This exploitation and oppression can
only be maintained with the whip and
the armed forces. Since World War II,
this regime has gone so far as to rein-
force this oppression with the system of
apartheid, which is an extreme form of
segregationism and Jim Crow. This is a
barely disguised system of slavery and
genocide; it even separates millions of
black workers from their families.

But this oppression has also given
rise to powerful revolutionary struggles.
For the last two years hundreds of thou-
sands and millions of black workers,
youth, students and other oppressed
people have risen in struggle. They
have come into the streets for demon-
strations, waged strikes, staged school
boycotts, opposed forced removal from
their townships, etc. And they have
punished the spies and collaborators
who work' for the racists for a few
crumbs.

The South African regime talks of
“‘reform,’’ but it continues to step up
military oppression. And indeed it is
absurd to believe that the racists, whose
whole way of life is based on exploiting
the black majority, can become
humanitarians. What is needed is

Solidarity with the revolutionary

The people of Central America are
rising up in struggle. The Salvadoran
workers and peasants are fighting
against a brutal pro-U.S. regime of ex-
ploitation and tyranny. The Nicaraguan
working people have defended their
revolution for over seven years against
the worst that the CIA and the Carter
and Reagan administrations could throw
at them. And the rest of Central Ameri-
ca is a powder keg waiting to explode.

The American bourgeoisie is in a
frenzy to maintain Central America as a
profitable area for low-wage exploita-
tion. They arrogantly regard Central
America as a ‘‘backyard’’ to be ordered
about at will. And they have long fol-
lowed the policy of maintaining this
‘‘backyard’’ by repeated military inter-
vention to kill off the masses who rise in
struggle.

Today the American bourgeoisie is
preparing new Viet Nam-style wars of
aggression in Central America. Con-
gress and the Reagan administration
are jointly pouring money and ‘‘ad-
visors’’ into El Salvador. And war on
the Nicaraguan workers and peasants
has become the fixed consensus of the
American bourgeoisie. Democrat and
Republican debate how best to crush the
revolution and install a new pro-U.S.
regime of tyranny.

~ The war on Nicaragua is not just
waged with U.S. troops and CIA-

directed ‘‘contras.”” The so-called '
“‘Contadora group’’ is another enemy of
the Nicaraguan people.

The ‘“Contadora group’’ presents it-
self as kind-hearted humanitarians who
simply want to to mediate between
Nicaragua and the pro-U.S. regimes
around it. But actually the Contadora
group consists of Latin American
regimes who are savage exploiters of

revolution, the sweeping away of the en-
tire system of white minority rule. This
is the necessary first step in the struggle
of the black and other oppressed work-

_ ers for liberation, a step that will open

the way to the class struggle for social-
ism.

In the U.S. a widespread solidarity
movement has developed with the
struggle in South Africa. This is one of
the favorable developments of this
period. This movement has struck at
the U.S. government support for the
South African regime. The American
bourgeoisie is one of the diehard back-
ers of apartheid. It makes money off ex-
ploiting cheap labor in South Africa, and
it uses South Africa as a whip against
the nearby black-ruled countries.

But once aroused, the force of the
South African working masses, the force
of revolution, is bound to triumph
sooner or later over the forces of racism
and capitalism. The U.S. government
and other Western governments are
worried by the possibility of a revolution
in South Africa. They are horrified by
the very possibility that encourages the
working people around the world: the
prospect of radicalized black masses
coming to power, sweeping away the old
system, and beginning the struggle to
build a new society in South Africa.

The U.S. government and the cor-
porations are also faced with the
development of struggle in the U.S.
against their pro-apartheid policies.
The movement against apartheid is a
big thorn in the side for their propagan-
da of reactionary chauvinism and the
glories of private enterprise.

Both to divert the insurgent masses in
South Africa and to cool off the mass
movement in the U.S., the American po-
liticians and corporations have begun to
maneuver. They pass ‘‘sanctions’’ bills
which tap the South African racists on

their own workers and who are close
economic and military allies of the U.S.
government. The Contadora regimes
are just as scared of any revolutionary
movement of workers and peasants as
the Pentagon and the State Department.
Contadora presents to Nicaragua the
demand that it disarm and hand power
over to the exploiters, the same
demands that Reagan makes. Con-
tadora is no alternative to the Reagan
policies of war. It is just a way of dress-
ing up aggression as sweetness and
light.

But the mass struggle of the Central
American peoples continues. It defies
the genocidal U.S.-financed ‘‘air war”’
in El Salvador. It defies the U.S.-
trained murderers who infest the bor-
ders of Nicaragua. The working masses
are standing up to fight against the out-
rageous exploitation by low- wage U.S.
companies and by the local capitalists
and landlords. They are standing up to
the merciless oppression that was used
to enforce this exploitation.

In Nicaragua, in 1979 the people over-
threw the Somoza tyranny. This shook
the U.S. imperialists to the core. They
have unleashed a campaign of slander
and denigration against the Nicaraguan
revolution. The fiends in the State
Department used to wine and dine with
the dictator Somoza and his cohorts.
But today these dogs have the gall to
talk about the alleged lack of freedom in
Nicaragua. The Reagan administration
blockades Nicaragua, issues booklets on
the bombing of health clinics, the burn-
ing of granaries, and the murder of gov-
ernment officials. It then gloats about
the economic difficulties in Nicaragua.

The Reagan administration shouts
that the issue is Russian intervention in
Central America. What a lie! The issue

the wrist while maintaining full U.S.
support for the South African regime.
They admit that their motive isn’t to
hurt the racists but to advise them on
the best ways to stop the revolutionary
upsurge. And GM, IBM, Coca-Cola and
some other big corporations are making
a show of ‘‘divesting’’ from their South
African subsidiaries. But in fact these
firms are maintaining — and even step-
ping up — their commercial ties with
these subsidiaries. They are even, in
many cases, trying to negotiate ‘‘buy-
back’ options for the future in case
things cool off.

It is up to the working class, youth,
and progressive people to continue to
build a powerful solidarity movement
with the struggle against apartheid and
all forms of white minority rule in South
Africa. This struggle must support the
only way real change can come to South
Africa — the revolutionary action of the
overwhelming majority of the country.
Only revolution can overthrow the
entrenched system of white minority
rule.

The movement should be built up as
an anti-imperialist movement. It must
show that the Reaganite support for
apartheid is not an accident, but is an
expression of the class interests of the
imperialist bourgeoisie as a whole. It
must fight the plots of both capitalist
parties, Democrat and Republican, to
support apartheid. Both outright sup-
port of the racist regime, in Reagan’s
style, and advice to the racists on how to
cool off the situation better, in liberal
Democrat style, represent different
shades of opinion among the exploiters.
Instead the movement must base itself
on the real opponents of racism and
oppression — not the capitalists, but the
working class and progressive people in
the U.S.

The movement should continue to

fight against the connections of the U.S.
government and corporations with
South Africa. It should expose the
fraudulent nature of Republican Senator
Lugar’s ‘‘Anti-Apartheid Act of 1986,”
the one which passed Congress to the
applause of the liberal Democrats. And
it should expose the sham divestments
of the big corporations that continue to
prop up the apartheid regime, that con- .
tinue to sell it computers to track down
the masses and equipment to prop up
the military and the apartheid economy.

The movement should link up the
fight against apartheid with the fight
against racism in the U.S. The Reagan-
ite bourgeoisie’s support for apartheid
in South Africa reflects its support for
racism in the U.S. Connecting the fight
against the oppression of the black
working masses in South Africa with the
fight against the oppression of the black
people in the U.S., and with the fight
against the general Reaganite offensive
against all the oppressed nationalities,
can only strengthen the powerful sweep
of the anti-apartheid movement. This is
a link which has a powerful appeal to the
black people in particular. And all such
links between imperialism’s crimes
abroad and at home express the truth
that the oppressed people in South
Africa and the working class of all na-
tionalities in the U.S. face a common
enemy in international imperialism and
‘capitalism.

All out for the struggle against white
minority rule!

Support the upsurge of the black
masses of South Africa!

Denounce the U.S. government and .
corporations for their support of the
white racist regime!

Revolution Yes! Apartheid No! &

struggles in Central America!

is the struggle of the workers and
peasants to free themselves from U.S.
imperialism and the local exploiting
classes. The Soviet revisionists advise
the Central American toilers to give up
revolution and instead come to terms
with U.S. imperialism and the local ex-
ploiters. European social-democracy
gives the same advice. Soviet revision-
ism and European social-democracy are
drags on the Central American people,
who want to be free of all imperialism,
whether U.S., European, or Soviet. But
the people’s struggle goes on anyway,
and it will continue just so long as the
exploitation and oppression of the
masses exist.

Our Party organized an American
workers contingent to visit Nicaragua
and express the solidarity of the Ameri-
can working people with their
Nicaraguan class brothers. While the
capitalists of the U.S. plot war and fund
contras, the working people of the U.S.
and Nicaragua join hands.

In Nicaragua, the tour made contact
with the basic masses. It was not a tour
put together by the Sandinista govern-
ment, a government which tries to
balance between the toilers and the ex-
ploiters. It was a visit to the workers
and poor peasants, to their homes, fac-
tories, their demonstrations. -

The = delegation also expressed
solidarity with the true Nicaraguan
Marxist-Leninist communists. Despite
Reagan’s shouting about the Sandinis-
tas being communists, in fact the refor-
mist Sandinista government is trying to
please those capitalists and landlords
who remained in the country. It is as-
king the masses to bear the burden not
just of the contra war, but of financing
the exploiters. The real communists,
the defenders of the class interests of

the workers and poor peasants, are the
comrades of the Marxist-Leninist Party
of Nicaragua (MAP/ML). They show
how strengthening the fight against the
contras and U.S. imperialism requires
relying on the toilers. They stand for
carrying forward the Nicaraguan revolu-
tion until the workers and poor peasants
come to power.

The revolutionary upsurge in
Nicaragua, El Salvador and elsewhere
in Central America deserves the support
of all American workers. This solidarity
is crucial. The strength of the working
people, whether on strike for a wage
demand or fighting against armed inter-
vention, is their solidarity. We must
stand up against the imperialism of the
American bourgeoisie. And we must
render support to the Nicaraguan work-
ers and Marxist-Leninists. The ongoing
Campaign for the Nicaraguan Workers
Press is one way of demonstrating this
solidarity. It provides material support
to help the publication of the revolution-
ary workers’ press of the MLP. of
Nicaragua and the  associated
Nicaraguan Workers Front.

By supporting the Central American
toilers, the American working class also
helps break the chains of its own ex-
ploitation. To prevent the masses from
striking at the real causes of the grow-
ing hunger, homelessness, and despair
in the U.S., the American bourgeoisie is .
shouting itself hoarse about foreign im-
ports and foreign competition, against
languages other than English, etc.
Fighting against the new Viet Nam-style
wars in Central America is one of the
ways the working class can strike hard
against this chauvinism. It weakens the
criminal rule of the American bour-
geoisie. O
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Greetings to the Marxist-Leninist communists of the world

The Third National Conference of our
Party, the MLP,USA, sends you a
militant proletarian internationalist
salute.

With the ongoing crisis of world capi-
talism, the Marxist-Leninists are con-
fronted with great challenges. The
- proletariat and the toilers all over the
world are facing the capitalist offensive
of growing exploitation, reaction and
fascism, and imperialist aggression and
war. The working masses are seething
with revolt. And a number of countries
are one after the next being shaken by

On differences

Proletarian internationalism is a
powerful weapon in favor of the
revolutionary working class movement
and world communism. The Marxist-
Leninist forces of the different countries
are greatly strengthened when they
combine their efforts, unleash joint
campaigns, and carry out close col-
laboration and interchange.

Unfortunately, it is an unavoidable
fact that such a militant and active
solidarity does not presently exist in the
international Marxist-Leninist move-
ment. This problem is inseparable from
the serious ideological and political
divergences that exist within the in-
ternational Marxist-Leninist movement.
The proletarian solidity that is so ar-
dently desired by the world’s Marxist-
Leninists and so urgently needed can
only be built through an open struggle
to resolve these differences in favor of
revolutionary Marxism-Leninism.

The Marxist-Leninist forces of the
world today emerged through a bitter

revolutionary upheavals.

The Marxist-Leninists are the most
far-sighted and consistent fighters for
the revolutionary cause of the
proletariat and the oppressed. They are
the ones who can give the mass struggle
an organized and revolutionary charac-
ter, first and foremost by organizing the
Marxist-Leninist parties as the van-
guard fighters of the- working class.
They are the ones who can defend the
political independence of the proletas-
iat, by waging a stern struggle against
the capitalist liberals, social-democrats,

revisionists and other forces of bour-
geois influence on the masses. And they
are the ones who can bring to the toilers
the revolutionary perspective of the
overthrow of capitalist exploitation and

who can carry the revolutionary struggle z

forward to the victory of socialism.
These are the tasks which history has
placed before the Marxist-Leninists. To
meet the challenge, there can be no
complacency. Much work is needed to
strengthen the Marxist-Leninist parties,
to build parties where they don’t exist,
and to cement the ties among the

world’s Marxist-Leninists. Our Marx-
ist-Leninist Party is the U.S. contingent
of the international Marxist-Leninist
movement. We regard proletarian in-
ternationalism as a touchstone of
revolutionary work. And we proclaim
our militant solidarity with the Marxist-
Leninists, the revolutionaries and the
working class and exploited of all lands
in our common struggle for the triumph
of revolution and socialism.

Build the international Marxist-
Leninist movement! .

Workers of all countries, unite! ]

in the international Marxist-Leninist movement

and protracted struggle against the
treachery of modern revisionism. They
have fought against the Soviet revision-
ists, the Chinese revisionists and other
opportunists who have betrayed com-
munism and the working class. To
defend the interests of the working class
and the revolution, a clear line of
struggle has to be maintained against
the revisionist treachery.

Today the Marxist-Leninists are also
faced with a serious struggle against
corrosion from various liquidationist
and petty-bourgeois nationalist in-
fluences from parties that once fought
revisionism. These mistaken ideas
create dangerous illusions in the bour-
geois liberals, social-democrats and
reformists; they weaken the polemic
against revisionism; they undermine the
class independence of the proletariat;
and they cloud over the perspective of
soeialism.

These harmful ideas can be found in
the wrong orientations being put for-

Message to the Marxist-Lehinist Party

The 3rd National Conference of the
MLP,USA sends a proletarian salute to
our fraternal comrades of the MLPN.

The defense of the revolution in
Nicaragua is a burning task facing the
working class and progressive forces of
all countries. This task has particular ur-
gency here in the U.S. as it is the U.S.
imperialist government which has un-
leashed the dirty CIA war of
counterrevolution against Nicaragua.

Moreover, we hoid that the best
defense of the Nicaraguan revolution
demands active political and material
support for your Marxist-Leninist Party
of Nicaragua (MAP/ML), the party of
the proletariat and toilers. The workers

and poor peasants made the revolution
and they hold the key to its defense and
further development. The Sandinista
government doesn’t represent the
revolution of the workers and poor; it at-
tempts to reconcile the masses to the
big exploiters (who make up the domes-
tic social base of the imperialist attack
on Nicaragua). It is only the MLPN
which is courageously shouldering the
tasks of organizing the working class
and the masses as an independent force
for the defense and deepening of the
revolution. It is only your Party which
champions the revolutionary cause of
the proletariat and the poor against the
big capitalists and landlords. And the

ward by the leaderships of the Party of
Labor of Albania, the CP of Brazil, and
others. As well, these influences are
being expressed by the leadership of the
Communist Party of Spain (ML) and
others who had in the past indicated
reservations about some of the most
flagrant rightist errors — but only to
preserve the underlying liquidationist
and petty-bourgeois nationalist concep-
tions, and to oppose bringing the dis-
cussion of these issues before the rank-
and-file communists around the world.

The times cry out for an open struggle
for the rectification of the international
movement and its consolidation on the
principles of revolutionary Marxism-
Leninism.

This demands an open discussion of
the burning issues facing the Marxist-
Leninists of the world. It demands a
deepening of the polemic against revi-
sionism, and the development of
criticism of liquidationist and petty-
bourgeois nationalist deviations. It also

of Nicaragua

MLPN is the Party which resists the
pressures of Sandinism towards refor-
mist compromise and reconciliation with
the exploiters.

We welcome the successful develop-
ment of concrete acts of solidarity be-
tween our two Parties. This includes the
November ‘85 tour of the U.S. by a rep-
resentative of the MLPN, the July ‘86
tour of Nicaragua by a contingent or-
ganized by the MLP,USA, and the ongo-
ing development of the Nicaraguan
Workers Press Campaign. Our Party
will continue to organize the working
masses in the U.S. against the barbaric
U.S. war on Nicaragua, and to work for
concrete solidarity with the revolution-

Message to the Communist Party of Iran

The 3rd National Conference of the
MLP,USA sends communist greetings
to the comrades of the Communist Party
of Iran.

The 1979 revolution was a heavy blow
to the U.S. and other imperialists who
had profited so much from the brutal
monarchy of the Shah. But, unfor-
tunately, the fruits of the revoiution
were robbed from the masses by the ex-
ploiters. Today the Iranian people are
suffering under the bloodthirsty tyranny
of the Khomeini regime.

The emergence and struggle of your

Party is an important development for
the revolutionary movement in iran.
The CPI has stood for a consistent
struggle against the barbaric dictator-
ship. It has adhered to the path of or-
ganizing the revolutionary movement of
the proletariat and the toilers. The CPI
has championed the revolutionary inter-
ests of the working class and oppressed
in the face of the treachery of the revi-
sionists, Trotskyists and others who
have taken a cringing and cowardly
stand in the face of the regime. And the
CPI has defended the class independ-

ence of the toilers, rejecting the counsel
of the petty-bourgeois eilements who
have sought refuge at the coattails of
the capitalist liberals.

We salute all the militants of the CPI
who are organizing the workers'
revolutionary undergound in defiance of

the torturers and executioners of the
Khomeini regime. We salute the armed
fighters of Komala (the Kurdish section
of CPl) in revolutionary Kurdistan. We
salute all the heroic efforts of the CPI
and the Iranian working masses to
destroy the dictatorship, to overthrow

demands working for a critical examina-
tion of the history of the world com-
munist movement. This is necessary in
order to revive the positive, Leninist
orientations and traditions of the Com-
munist International. It is-also neces-
sary to free the movement of the wrong
and anti-Leninist orientations (for ex-
ample, of the 7th Congress of the CI),
which continue to bring grist to the mill
of revisionism as well as to the liquida-
tionist and petty-bourgeois. nationalist
deviations in the international Marxist-
Leninist movement.

In several countries revolutionary
Marxist-Leninist forces are taking steps
on this road of struggle. This is a posi-
tive development. And our Party com-
mits itself to work with these forces,
along with all other healthy forces of the
international Marxist-Leninist move-
ment, to contribute to the development
of the fighting unity of world Marxism-
Leninism. J

ary forces of the Nicaraguan working
class represented by the MLPN.

The development of militant
solidarity between our two Parties is im-
portant for building the ties of class
solidarity among the revolutionary
workers of our two countries. It is also
part of the development of the interna-
tional ties between the Marxist-Leninist
forces that is needed for the worldwide
struggle against capitalism and revi-
sionism and for the triumph of social-
ism.

A proletarian internationalist salute,

3rd National Conference,

MLP,USA

the exploiters, and to realize the tri-
umph of socialism.

We look forward to the further
development of contact and cooperation
between our two Parties. This will
strengthen the bonds between the work-
ers of our two countries. And it will be
part of building up the ties of world
Marxism-Leninism.

A proletarian internationalist salute,

3rd National Conference,

MLP,USA

Message to the Communist Organization - Workers’ Policy of Portugal

The 3rd National Conference of the
MLP,USA sends militant greetings to
the comrades of the Communist Or-
ganization/Workers Policy.

As shown by the revolutionary events
of 1974, the Portuguese working class
has a militant revolutionary spirit. But
the class struggle in Portugal has been
hamstrung by the reformist policy of the

revisionist CP of Portugal, which fosters
bourgeois democratic illusions and ties
the workers to the bourgeois liberals
and the social-democrats. Unfor-
tunately, the Communist Party
(Reconstructed), which emerged in the
struggle against revisionism, has itself
become mired in reformist and petty-
bourgeois democratic politics.

Thus, we are encouraged by the ef-
forts that your organization is making to
rebuild a communist party in Portugal.
You have raised the banner of struggle
for the independent interests of the
proletariat and for the socialist revolu-
tion. You have also launched an open
discussion of the controversial questions
in the world Marxist-Leninist movement

and in the history of the communist
movement.

We wish you every success. And we
hope for the further development of ties
and cooperation between our two or-
ganizations.

A proletarian internationalist salute,

3rd National Conference,

MLP,USA
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U.S. imperialism has its hands in the lran-lraq war

Reagan is a master of doublespeak.
He’s made ‘“War is Peace’’ a key slogan
of his administration. He tells us that
his trillion-dollar Pentagon buildup is
really for peace. Remember, he even
named the MX  missile, the
“‘Peacemaker.’”’ Now he’s come up with
yet another whopper.

The Great Communicator has claimed
that he shipped arms to the Iranian
regime for humanitarian motives —
they were only ‘‘defensive weapons,”’
he tells us, meant for peace, to end the
terrible Iran-Iraq war. Weapons ship-
ments to end the reactionary Iran-Iraq
war — what crap!

Reagan’s scandal has drawn a certain
attention on the Iran-Iraq war. For
years, the U.S. capitalist establishment
has told us that the Iran-Iraq war was
just between two crazy, Middle Eastern
governments, that the U.S. government
was neutral, ad nauseum. But today this
'big imperialist lie has had some of its
gloss smudged off.

Now it has been brought out in the
front pages of the newspapers that it
wasn’t just despots like Saddam Hus-
sein of Irag and Khomeini of Iran who
had their fingers in this terrible war.
But the fine, respectable gentlemen in
Washington, Israel, and other ‘‘civi-

lized”’ places, have-also been profiting
from it.

The Iran-Iraq War
A Terrible Tragedy

The six-year long war in the Persian
Gulf has taken a huge cost in human
life, and it is bleeding the peoples of
Iran and Iraq dry. Iran has had 300,000
killed and 400,000 wounded, while Iraq
has had 100,000 killed and 250,000
wounded. The war has created millions
of refugees.

But contrary to the imperialist
propagandists, this war, like any other
war, isn’t some crazy happening —
there are political and economic reasons
why the war began and why it con-
tinues.

The war itself has gone through two
phases. It began with an Iraqi invasion
in 1980 that was aimed not only at
removing the Iranian regime but at
smashing the whole Iranian revolution.
But after a while, the Islamic regime in
Iran itself seized the initiative in clamp-
ing down on the revolutionary move-
ment of the Iranian masses. The war be-
came simply a reactionary war between
two exploiting regimes.

The Iraqi Invasion Was Aimed
Against the Iranian Revolution

The origins of the war lie in the
counterrevolutionary offensive against
the Iranian revolution of 1979. This
revolution brought down the hated
tyranny of the Shah. This was a big blow
against U.S. imperialism who backed
the Shah and relied upon him as a
regional policeman. But Washington
wasn’t upset alone. All the reactionary
regimes in the region — from the
despotic regime in Iraq to the oil
kingdoms of the Gulf — felt threatened.

As part of an international offensive
against the Iranian revolution, the Iraqi
regime launched a direct invasion of
Iran in 1980. The Iraqi regime wanted to
clear away the Iranian revolution. It
wanted to crush the active workers and

peasants as well as overthrow the

Iranian regime that had come to power
with the fall of the Shah.

The Iranian regime was not a
revolutionary government of the toilers
but a regime of exploiters who came to
power on the crest of the revolution. At
that time, however, the regime had not
consolidated its hold on the country, and
there still existed a mass upsurge of the

From the Communist Party of Iran:

(Reagan's arms shipments are merely’
fueling the reactionary Iran-Iraq war.
They have nothing to do with finding a
Just peace in this conflict. For that, one
must look to the revolutionary move-
ment of the toilers of Iran and Iragq.
And there are many signs pointing to
growing discontent among the masses
of these two countries, unrest out of
which the conditions are maturing for
social explosions.

Contrary to the lies of the imperial-
ists, Iran is not merely a land of fanatic
religious priests and their victims.
There are other players on the stage as
well. There is a revolutionary under-
ground. There is an incipient work-
ers’ strike and protest movement.
There is an armed resistance in the
region of Kurdistan. The workers of the
U.S. must come to the aid of the revolu-
tionary movement in Iran.

Below we carry an article on the
resistance of the Iranian workers to the
war. It was broadcast from the radio
‘‘Voice of the Communist Party of Iran’’
on September 25, 1985, from where it
was reprinted originally in ‘‘Bolshevik
Message,’’ newspaper of the CPI-The
Committee Abroad, Dec. '85/Jan. ’86.
The Communist Party of Iran is the
Marxist-Leninist party of the class con-
scious Iranian workers. It is fighting for
a new revolution to smash the Islamic
tyranny and to open the way for the
socialist rule of the working class.

Although the article below is a year
old, the anti-war ferment among the
workers that it describes continues to
develop.)

During the five years of the reac-:

tionary Iran-Iraq war which has now
entered its sixth year, the heads, the
propaganda organs, the thugs and para-
sites of the Islamic Republic have gone
on and on that the factories are right
behind the Islamic front and the Isiamic

~ government in this war] With every war.

effort made by the heads of the state
and with every wave of war cries raised,
the Basiji gangs (Mobilization Units for
the war — BM), Islamic Societies, the
managers and all other government
stooges in the factories and industries
have cast about to inflame the. atmos-
phere of war terror and repression in
the factories, plunder part of the work-
ers’ wages in the name of war, raise the
hours and intensity of work, make the

workers, by the force of bayonets, do
official unpaid labor for war orders and
services, and finally through terror-
ization, threats and demogogy send a
number of workers from every factory
to the death fields of the war.

This situation has made resistance
against the war impositions and protest
against the war part of the workers’
struggles. Out of the hundreds of work-
ers’ strikes and movements in the last
one to two years, we have witnessed
tens of workers’ strikes and actions-in
which the workers have openly or
implicitly stood in protest against the
reactionary war of the bourgeoisies of
Iran and Iraq and have confronted the
Islamic Republic’s war privations
through the unity of their ranks.

The condemnation of and protest
against the reactionary Iran-Iraq war
and withstanding the war impositions
of the Islamic regime is one of the
arenas of workers’ struggles. No doubt
the workers of industries and factories
such as Qil, Zobe-e-Ahan (the steel
works — BM) and Iran-National car
manufacture, who have the lifeline of
the bourgeoisie and its Islamic regime
in their grips, comprise the strongest
force which can, through the class unity
of its ranks, advance victoriously the
struggle of the hard pressed and risen
(people against the war and the Islamic
regime to put an end to this five-year-
old bourgeois oppression.

If the Islamic Republic has tried to
claim that the factories are the rear-
guard of its reactionary war, the united
and organized struggles of the workers
of industries and factories are the
.powerful, resolute and vanguard strong-
hold for advancement, and the main
pillar of effective and revolutionary
struggle of the toiling masses against
this war and the Islamic Republic
regime.

Let us take a look at some examples of
the workers’ struggles and actions
against the war and the war impositions
of the Islamic Republic during the-last
two or three years:

The bloody strike at Canada Dry,
August 1984: This strike took place
after the Tobacco workers’ strike and
represented a new upturn in the work-
ers’ struggles, under the atmosphere of
terror and repression created by the
Islamic regime. When the regime’s
authorities were talking of war and the

‘Workers and the Iran-Iraq war’

war conditions so as to quell the strike,
the heroic Canada Dry workers openly
declared, through the tribune that they
had forced on the management by their
strike, that this war is against the work-
ers and they are not prepared to give in
to the regime’s war impositions!

The Tobacco workers’ heroic strike
in January 1984 was weighing too
heavily on the regime for months after.

toilers that had been unleashed by the
1979 revolution. The regime was taking
steps against the masses, but it had not
yet wiped out the revolutionary move-
ment.

The Iraqi government wanted nothing
less than the restoration of the old reac-
tion. This was also what U.S. im-
perialism wanted. Despite protestations
of neutrality, the U.S. government con-
nived with the Iragi invasion. And its
closest allies in the Gulf, the Saudi
regime and the other oil kingdoms,
threw billions of dollars behind the Iraqi .
war effort.

For its part, the Iranian regime’s
response to the war was double-edged.
On the one hand, it resisted the effort to
have the Shah’s henchmen brought to
power on the bayonets of the Iraqi
military. But the Iranian regime also
sought to use the conditions of the war
to curtail the revolutionary mobilization
of the masses. Instead of arming the
masses and widening the rights of the
masses, it stepped up its efforts to
clamp down against them. It used war-
time nationalist appeals to bind the
masses to its side. And it also had its

Continued on page 21
See WAR

And in October 1984 the regime tried
to force the Tobacco workers to do
official corvee [unpaid labor] in the
name of the War Week, in an attempt to
break their morale. The regime even
claimed in the newspapers that a thou-
sand Tobacco workers had produced
several million cigarettes in order to
- Continued on page 21

See CPI

Poster produced by the Kurdistan Organlzatlon of the Communlst Party
of Iran to commemorate June 21 ‘‘Day of the Peshmarga (fighter).”’
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Contra fundraiser feels the wrath

of the people

Demonslratlon against a fund ralsor tor the U.S.-backed contras

&Amg b

on October 12, 1986.

When the leaders of the contra
criminals tried to hold another fund-
raiser in San Francisco, they received a
fitting reception from the people. In
order to get to their meeting on October
12, CIA hirelings like Adolfo Calero
(head of FDN, the main contra group
attacking Nicaragua) and Arturo
Cruz (spokesman for the contra
umbrella organization, UNQ), and their
supporters, had to run a gauntlet of 750
enraged opponents of the U.S. war on
Nicaragua. The activists physically
blocked the contras’ path, spat on them,
tore their expensive clothes, and
militantly condemned them as assas-
sins.

Defying the Police

The activists were undeterred by the
attacks of the San Francisco police, who
attempted to usher the contras to safety.
No matter how many times the police at-
tacked the demonstrators, the demon-
strators continued to fight the contras,
and they loudly denounced the police.

The San Francisco police showed
their typical brutality, sending at least
seven people to the hospital, wounding
several more, and macing an infant
whose mother proceeded to denounce
them for 20 minutes in front of the
crowd. But 100 officers — with horse
battalions, motorcycle divisions, swat
teams and paddy wagons — were un-
able to stop the mass action. For three
and a half hours the protesters fought
the contra gangsters, shouting the
slogans: ‘‘No pasaran!’’ (they will not
pass); ‘‘Death to the contras, push them
to the sea!’’; and ‘‘Plunder, rape, tor-
ture, lies, that’s what contra money
buys!”’

The Marxist-Leninist Party was in the
thick of the struggle side by side with
the other militants, clashing with the
contras, and denouncing the police.
(One comrade needed stitches.) The
MLP brought pickets and banners ex-
posing the role of both the Republican
and Democratic parties in the CIA/con-
tra war and distributed The Workers'
Advocate.

Reformists Try in Vain
to Call It Off

One of the important things about this
spirited anti-contra action was that it

took place in spite of the best efforts of
the reformists, who dominated the offi-
cial leadership of the event, to strip the
event of any militancy, vigor, or sharp
politics. They did everything possible to/
channel the opposition to the contras
into a small, tame, unpolitical vigil at a
polite distance from the contras’ meet-
ing. What’s more, when a militant con-
frontation with the contras broke out
anyway, they turned rabidly against it.

In the first place, though the refor-
mist-dominated Nicaraguan Information
Center and CISPES called the event, it
was basically the militant activists, not
the official sponsors, who publicized it,
spreading the word all over the Berkeley
cainpus.

Secondly, the event was planned as a
sidewalk vigil across the street (six
lanes of traffic) from the contra
fundraiser. Then, when over 600 people
refused to go along with the milquetoast
vigil, and headed straight for the con-
tras to teach them a lesson, the refor-
mist organizers sought to block them by
forming a human chain at the crosswalk
(comprised of pro-Soviet revisionists
from the ‘‘Line of March’’ group,
Trotskyites from ‘‘Socialist Action,”
and various social-democrats). They
tried to interfere with the activists and
order them back to the vigil. But as
more people arrived, the ranks of the
militant activists swelled.

Some - social-democratic organizers
from CISPES, as well as leaders from
the Trotskyist ‘‘Socialist Action’’ and
the pro-Soviet revisionist CPUSA and
““Line of March,’’ denounced the activ-
ists for confronting the contras. Preach-
ing that the event must be kept ‘‘legal’’
and ‘‘disciplined,’’ they tried to lure in-
dividuals back across the streets. Some
even went so far as to lay hands on the
protesters, pulling them away from the
contras, and back toward the police
lines.

Activists Didn’t Hesitate

But this time the activists didn’t
hesitate. They didn’t give an inch to
this pressure. Only 100-150 were left
with the tame, official action. The ac-
tivists and the MLP raised the slogan
*‘Join us!”’ and brought more demon-
strators from the official vigil into the
struggle against the contras. The hold
of the social- democrats and revisionists

of Central America!

dwindled away.

Against the Politics
of Capitulation

The activists were also fed up with the
politics of capitulation. Mocking the
typical reformist view, they would say to
the opponents of militancy: ‘““Why don’t
you go write your congressman...do you
think your congressman would come
and stop the police from hitting the
demonstrators?’’ Yes, indeed, it is
precisely the social-democrats’ and revi-
sionists’ subservience to the Democrats
in Congress — Reagan’s partners in
aggression — that is at the root of their
opposition to militancy on the part of the
people. The fear of embarrassing or of-
fending their beloved liberals dictates
the reformists’ groveling tactics before
the contras and the police.

For a Powerful Movement!

Discussions and arguments took place
throughout the event on the value of

militant action, the role of the police,
and the need for a real fighting move-
ment. Afterwards the MLP comrades
and other activists summed up what
happened and the role of the oppor-
tunists. Undoubtedly the struggle be-
tween militancy and reformism at the
anti-contra demonstration will be
reflected in differing assessments of
this militant action afterwards, just as
the reformists denounced earlier this
year the militant anti-apartheid actions
at San Francisco’s Pier 80.

The spirited confrontation with the
contra reactionaries, the rejection of
liberal tactics, and the lack of hesitation
before the pressure of the handmaidens
of the Democratic Party make October
12 a notable event for the movement
against U.S. intervention in Central
America. This militant action is an in-
spiration for all those who oppose the vi-
cious contra war to work hard to build
up a powerful mass movement to defend
the Nicaraguan people from the
CIA/contra aggression. O

tudents denounce Duarte in El Salvador

On November 11, students at the
University of El Salvador militantly
protested against President Napoleon
Duarte when he visited the campus.
They denounced the fascist policies of
his U.S.-backed regime.

Duarte claimed the fact that the

demonstration took place showed there

was ‘“‘freedom’’ in El Salvador. But
every time the people protest in El
Salvador, they are defying the threats of
the death squads which enforce the
government’s program of repression
and starvation of the masses.

Contras -- trained, bought and paid for

in the U.S.

On November 21 the first group of
contra squad leaders began their offi-
cial training program with the Green
Berets at an unnamed site inside the
U.S. The locations which have reported-
ly been under consideration by the
Pentagon include Fort Bragg, North
Carolina; Eglin Air Force Base in Flori-
da; and Homestead Air Force Base in
Puerto Rico. Fort Bragg is also where
the Army’s 82nd Airborne Division just
carried out its own massive two-week
simulation of a full-scale invasion of
Central America, using some 15,000
troops.

The Reagan administration is step-
ping up its filthy offensive against
Nicaragua; it has been given the green
light by the $100 million in outright aid
for aggression to the contras. A key ele-
ment of the escalation is an intensive
effort to step up combat training of
the contras by U.S. troops (including
bringing this training into the open).
It never strikes the Reaganites that the
contras are losing because they are anti-

people sadists out to subjugate the peo-
ple; no, it is just a matter of getting
some up-to-date training.

The Reagan administration has been
searching high and low for a ‘‘safe’’
place to train these hated rapists and
murderers. But there is no such place,
because everywhere the working people
and- all honest people despise the con-
tras.

The governor of Puerto Rico has said
he feared significant popular backlash
if the contras were brought to the
island. The very mention of using a
Puerto Rican site has already caused
widespread anger there. Even the reac-
tionary governments of Honduras,
El Salvador, and Costa Rica, who pro-
vide bases or other support for the
contras, have refused to openly host the
training. They are afraid of the reaction
from the working people in their coun-
try. And, as befits mercenary barbar-
ians, these regimes are bargaining for

Continued on page 21
See CONTRAS
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The dirty war on Nicaragua is based on lies

The Iran fiasco of the Reagan ad-
ministration continues to deepen. The
newest twist is that the Reagan ad-
ministration used money from arms
sales to Iran to bankroll the contras.

Once again the contras have proved to
be a simple creation of the White House
and the CIA. These are not Nicaraguan
‘“‘freedom fighters.”” These are corrupt
puppets who cannot move an inch
without the say-so of Reagan’s White
House staff.

Once again capitalist law has proved
to be something that is enforced against
the workers but has no meaning for the
capitalist government. The laws are
there to fool the naive. It was illegal to
finance the contras this way, but no one
cared.

A Den of Liars

Once again the White House has been
shown to be a den of liars. One top Rea-
gan aide after another is being impli-
cated in the dirty deals. First Lt. Col.
Oliver North, a member of Reagan’s
elite National Security Council and Rea-
gan’s right-hand man for dirty military
operations, was exposed as the man
who carried out the deal. And John
Poindexter, another member of the Na-
tional Security Council, was shown to be
involved. Donald Regan too, Reagan’s
chief of staff, is now being fingered as a
liar who was in on the deal all the time.
And can George Bush, personally in-
volved in the contra affairs as shown in
the Hasenfus case, have been so in-
nocent of how the contras got their
funds? :

From the pages of the Nicaraguan workers’ press

Poor peasants expropriate

We have recently received the Oc-
tober issue of Premsa Proletaria, the
newspaper of the Marxist-Leninist Party
of Nicaragua (MAP-ML). This issue
carries articles on many of the burning
questions facing the Nicaraguan revolu-
tion: the necessity to uphold the banner
of proletarian socialism in the struggle

Imperialism will bite

Prensa Proletaria commented on the
capture of CIA mercenary Hasenfus,
printed with a picture of him being led
by his ¢aptor, the young people’s fighter
Jose Fernando Canales:

“The arrogance of U.S. fascism,
adopted by the Reagan administration,
has begun to taste the bitter flavor of
defeat and humiliation. The proud
people’s fighters continue to stand
ready to confront the mercenaries and
the Yankee marines to secure the

Reagan Led the Wolf Pack

What about chief liar Reagan him-
self? He states that he was unaware of
the use of the money from the Iranian
arms deals to finance the contras. Who
is he kidding? Oliver North and John
Poindexter and Robert McFarlane are
his close associates. They were the men
responsible for implementing Reagan’s
own policy of waging terrorist war
against  Nicaragua, of bleeding
Nicaragua through sabotage and mur-
der. And after Reagan ‘“‘fired”’ North,
he called him a ‘‘national hero’’ in an in-
terview to be published in an upcoming
issue of Time.

The truth is that Reagan didn’t just
know that the contras were obtaining
secret, illegal funds. Reagan directed
it. As far as the Iran deal went, he even
signed a special secret executive order.

And WLmt About the Democrats?

But this is not just the scandal of the
Reagan administration. This is the
scandal of the Democrats in Congress.

The Democrats had assured the world

that secret funding and CIA funding of

the war on Nicaragua had been stopped.
There is no secret U.S. aggression, they

cried. We have stopped it. So, if

Nicaraguans are dying, our hands are
clean, they told the world. It is the
Nicaraguans who are at fault.

Hogwash. The contras have never
lacked for Reagan administration
money. During the last two years when
the Boland Amendment was in effect,
allegedly banning this money, the con-

against imperialism; discussion of the
bourgeois nature of the new constitution
proposed by the Sandinista leadership;
criticism of the revisionists’ conciliation
of capitalism and reaction; as well as a
number of reports on the struggles of
the working masses. A review of some
of this material follows,

the dust of defeat!

defense and deepening of the revolu-
tion..These combatants are fighters of
the people, who offer their lives and
carry out acts of self-sacrifice and
heroism. They do so not so that the for-
eign and “’national‘‘ chiefs of the mer-
cenaries can continue to exploit and en-
rich themselves, but so that in
Nicaragua it will be possible to bring
down forever the power of capital, of the
landlords and reactionaries.” 5]

tras had more money than ever.

The Democrats say they want an in-
vestigation. Why? To prove that the
White House violated the Boland
Amendment? But the Boland Amend-
ment carried no penalties.

The Democrats have known for years
that the secret war has been going on.
Every few months they feign indigna-
tion and demand an investigation. And
then they roll over and go to sleep.

When CIA funding, direction, and
carrying out of the war on Nicaragua
was revealed, for the hundredth time,
by the shooting down last October of
Eugene Hasenfus’ plane, what did the
Democrats do? They demanded an in-
vestigation. And then they gave final
approval to another $100 million in con-
tra aid and repealed the Boland Amend-
ment.

Will Congress Ride to the Rescue?

Now the Democrats, and the Republi-
cans too, are crying out that it will be a
cold day in Washington before contra
aid passes again. We’ve heard that
tune before. It lasts right up to Rea-
gan’s next hysteria about the awful
Nicaraguans. Or they include a footnote
that they are not referring, of course, to
humanitarian aid, and can’t leave their
friends out in the cold after they have
loyally murdered and raped for the
greater glory of the State Department.
But even if Congress should outdo it-
self, and temporarily they do cut off the
official aid, the whole point of the pres-
ent scandal is that the contras have been
rolling in secret funds anyway.

landlord in Jinotega

In late August, Prensa Proletaria
reports, the poor peasant cooperative
‘‘Rodriguez Brothers,”’ consisting of 40
families of field hands in Jinotega’s San
Gabriel Valley, seized 220 manzanas of
land from the landlord Roque Padilia.

This seizure is a victory for the poor
peasants, whose families have gone
hungry for years for lack of land, while
the latifundists’ big estates have been
idle.

After months of inaction on the part of
the Agrarian Reform authorities with
respect to the condition of the peasants,
the cooperative members — all active
militiamen in the region — installed
their families on the land and began
producing food for the cooperatives’

For that matter, the Democrats aren’t
upset today because the White House
has been sending funds to the contras.
They are upset because the White
House is so crude and ineffective, just a
house divided and without direction.
Senator Sam Nunn, one of the most in-
fluential Democrats on defense matters,
put it this way: ‘“We must, all of us,
help the President restore his credibility
in foreign affairs. We can’t have a
crippled President for two years.”’ (New'
York Times, The Week in Review, Nov.
30, 1986) _

The Democrats want an investigation,
preferably one carried out by the Rea-
gan administration itself. They want to
patch together the Reagan administra-
tion whose infighting and squabbling
and ineptitude threatens to spoil every-
thing.

Cripple the Reaganite Offensive!

But for the working class and progres-
sive people, the task is precisely to
cripple the Reagan administration and
its Democratic helpers. The fiasco over
the Iranian arms deal should be used to
deepen the exposure of the U.S. dirty
war against Nicaragua. Condemn the
Reaganite aggression against
Nicaragua! Fight the Reaganite cut-
backs and repression against the work-
ing class at home! Get organized as a
force independent of the capitalist
parties! ' (B

SA
PROLETARIA

benefit.

The small parcel of land taken so far
is proving inadequate for the needs of
the 40 families and their 16 head of
cattle. The coop plans to take in 60 more
families and to occupy more parcels of
land, including some belonging to
landlord Nicolas Gonzalez.

The coop has succeeded in procuring
its basic financing for grains through
the National Development Bank. The
coop members are enthusiastically
taking up the task of organizing produc-
tion. As well, they have dedicated them-
selves to revolutionary vigilance to
avoid provocations by the affected
landlords. O

Metal workers mobilize for their rights

In the last few months workers at the
state-owned metal fabricating plant,
Metasa, in Tipitapa, have achieved
some important gains. These include
revision of their job classifications;
promotions on the wage scale; new in-
centives, including special incentives
for arduous jobs; strengthening of the
workers’ democracy and expulsion of
some anti-worker elements; publication
of a union shop paper, El Metalurgico;
more presence in the military defense of
the revolution; sale -to the workess of
shoes and milk; and improvement in
food. :

Prensa Proletaria notes that these
gains were made possible partly be-
cause the new union leadership at the
plant, which the workers elected in
March, [which is afiliated with CST-Ed.]
has taken an independent stand from
the CST (the Sandinista union center),
and is fighting for the workers’
demands.

MLPN’s union center, FO (Workers’
Front), has contributed to reorganizing

the union at the plant. It presented a
plan of struggle to the new union leader-
ship, and supports its efforts to defend
the workers’ interests.

The recent advances at Metasa have
been made in the face of a big effort by
the management of the plant and ‘the
CST leaders to distract the workers from
the main problems they are facing.

The CST has made several maneuvers
to distract the workers, including reneg-

ing on the new job classifications and _

threatening to raise the production
quotas, as well as firing the plant’s doc-
tor, who had a lot of support among the
workers.

Through these maneuvers the
bureaucracy of Metasa and the CST
have been trying to gain time. They
know that the Metasa workers winning
their wage demands will provoke an ex-
plosion throughout the industry for
similar demands. A delay in - the
struggle also gives the CST an opening

Continued on page 22
See NICARAGUA
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‘Divestment’ becomes widespread—
hypocrisy becomes total

In late October, GM and IBM, along
with several other U.S. multinational
corporations, announced that they were
““/divesting’’ from South Africa. In fact,
since 1985 about 70 U.S. firms have
declared they are withdrawing from the
land of apartheid.

The anti-apartheid activists have long
fought for the U.S. companies to stop
propping up the racist system. Are the
corporations now complying with this
demand? Have the capitalist board-
rooms become hotbeds of support for
the oppressed in South Africa?

The truth is that the vast majority of
these ‘‘divestments’’ are frauds. The
imperialist enterprises want to give the
appearance of withdrawing to escape
the heat of the anti-apartheid move-
ment. And they want to readjust their
relations with their South African sub-
sidiaries due to the economic hard times
in South Africa. At the same time they
want to maintain, and in a number of
cases increase,  their ties with racist
South Africa.

Fake ‘‘Divestment’’ Scheme I:'GM

The cases of GM and IBM are typical
in this regard. GM boasted it was sell-
ing off its operations in South Africa and
thus its hands were clean.

But GM is selling its plants to its cur-
rent management in_South Africa. An
executive, who at one time was the head
of GM operations in South Africa, left
GM to become the head of this new
company. And GM will still reap profits
by shipping components to the new

w

South Africa corporation from its U.S.
operations, from its West German sub-
sidiary Opel, and from Isuzu, which it
partially owns. As well a number of
licensing agreements will tie GM
to the ‘South African plaats. On top of
this, GM may invest in the new com-
pany and is even negotiating the right to
buy back its property in the future.

When all is said and done, GM’s
‘“divestment’’ simply means giving
another name to operations in South
Africa.

Under its ‘‘divestment,”” GM will
continue to reap profits off the semi-
slave labor of the black and mixed-race
workers. The only difference is that this
will be done indirectly. The new com-
pany will act as a middleman between
GM and the South African market.

Far from divesting for reasons of
morality, GM made a cold cash calcula-
tion. The business journal Automotive
News reported on November 24 that GM
will reap many financial advantages
from the new arrangement. Over the
last few years, for example, GM has
been losing money on its South African
operations. Under current U.S. tax law,
it cannot deduct these losses from its
U.S. tax returns. But by ‘‘divesting”
prior to the new year, it can deduct 46%
of the accumulated losses from its U.S.
tax return. (Firms that divest after ‘the
new year can still deduct 40% of ac-
cumulated losses, and after July 1987,
34% of such losses.) It can furthéer
deduct any money it spends on paying
off the debts of its South African sub-
sidiary before selling it.

The fraud of Canadian sanctions

The Western capitalist countries are
backing South African apartheid at the
very time that they make the biggest
show of passing ‘‘sanctions’’ against it.
It is not just the Reaganite ‘‘Anti-Apart-
heid Act of 1986”’ in the US that is a
fraud. Another example of this fraud
comes from Canada.

In July, 1985 Canada passed what the
bourgeois press calls ‘‘strict”” sanctions
against the South African regime.
Nevertheless, South African exports to
Canada have zoomed up nearly 50%
since then. These figures were released
by the Canadian office of the South
African Congress of Trade Unions

(COSATU). They were calculated from

figures given by Statistics Canada, an

arm of the Canadian government.
Clearly the anti-apartheid movement

can have no illusions in the
phrasemongering of the capitalist
governments. Their intervention in

South Africa is not for the purpose of
helping the black masses. It is the
revolutionary movement of the black
and other oppressed workers in South
Africa, and the widespread solidarity
movement of the workers and progres-
sive people of other countries, that is
the real force against apartheid. O

ROXBURY
Continued from page 19

only meant soaring rents, displace-

ment and gentrification for the working -

people.

Build the Mass Struggle
Agasinst Racism!
Build the Unity of All Workers!

Neither the separatist schemes of the
black bourgeoisie nor the pious words of
the capitalist flunkey Flynn will bring
any relief for the black workers from the
crushing burden of racist oppression in

capitalist America. But there is a way to
fight. There is the path of the 1960’s —
building up the revolutionary mass
struggle against the racist ruling class.
It is only on this path that the black
masses have ever won amy improve-
ment in their condition. The struggle
against racism is an integral part of the
struggle of the whole working class for
its emancipation from capitalism. As
the struggle against racism develops,
the allies of the black workers will not
be the soldout stratum of black capital-
ists but the workers of all nationalities
and colors who face common oppression
at the hands of the rich exploiters. [

Marxist-Leninist Books and Periodicals

CHICAGO: 1631 West 18th Street
(one block east of 18th St. ‘L’ on
Douglas line) e Phore -243-5302

- NEW YORK CITY: 66 Watts St.
(2 blocks north of Canal St., next to
the Film Forum), Manhattan

OAKLAND: 3232 ML King Way (old
Grove St.), Oakland, CA 94609
Phone 653-4840

Stepping Up the Exploitation
of Black Workers

Furthermore, a big part of the
‘‘divestment’’ plans, GM admits, is to
‘‘have greater opportunities for reduc-
tions in labor and benefit costs.”” This
means greater exploitation of the work-
ers through layoffs and wage and
benefit cuts. GM frankly confessed that
it hoped.that under the ‘‘divestment”
scheme it could ram through these at-
tacks on the workers without tarnishing
the “‘good name’’ of GM.

Unfortunately for GM, the workers
did not take this lying down. In late Oc-
tober they launched a three-week strike
to oppose GM’s plans. GM responded
by unleashing the racist police forces on
the strikers.

Thus, far from cutting ties with South
Africa, GM’s “‘divestment’’ scheme has
only cemented the bond between GM
and apartheid. %

Fake ‘‘Divestment’’ Scheme II: IBM

The IBM ‘‘divestment’ is a similar
scandal. Its new company is to be led by
its present local managers. The new
company will continue to market IBM
products in South Africa. Moreover,
“IBM products will be sold in even
greater quantity than before,’” accord-
ing to Ken Mason, the executive direc-
tor of the American Chamber of Com-
merce in South Africa.

IBM spokesmen are also hinting that
their new company will make it easier to
get around the weak U.S. sanctions for-
bidding sales of computers to the South
African military. These computers are
well known to be used to help police
keep track of anti-apartheid opponents.
Clearly IBM’s ‘‘divestment’” also
means strengthening IBM’s ties to the
white slavemasters.

Ford Goes After Police
and Military Contracts

The examples of GM and IBM by no
means exhaust the various tricks being
used by the American capitalists to keep
their foothold in South Africa. The Ford
auto monopoly, for instance, used the
method of establishing a new company
with joint ownership between Ford and
some South African capitalists. Ford’s
South African subsidiary SAMCOR has
been especially active in seeking out
contracts for police and military uses of
vehicles.

Apartheid Goes Better with Coke

Coca-Cola also plans to retain some
ownership in a new company it is setting
up. And it will continue to license the
South African company to sell Coco-
Cola. But it has added an extra ‘‘anti-
racist’’ disguise to this scheme by
promising to include non-whites in the
new ownership of the South African
operation.

A Method to Dedge
Anti-Apartheid Laws

Thus the fraudulent ‘‘divestment’’
schemes retain the multinational cor-
porations’ ties to South Africa. They are
designed to get around the loophole-rid-
den legislation passed by various state
and city governments which claimed to
put restrictions on corporations with ties
with South Africa. ‘‘Look,”” say the
capitalists, ‘‘we have divested, we are
no longer covered by these laws.”” And
already many government officials are
agreeing that their cities and states can
resume business as usual with those
corporations who have supposedly
divested.

New York State, for example, has
withdrawn its threats to withdraw its
funds invested in GM and IBM stock.

The University of Minnesota has said it
will not go ahead with the promised
divestment of GM and IBM stock. The
State of Michigan has declared it will
not give up its $1.3 billion of stock in
companies who have undertaken
phoney ‘‘divestments.”” A debate on re-
versing divestment plans is now under-
way in many other places including San
Francisco, Los Angeles, and the State of
New Jersey.

This not only shows how stubbornly
the corporations are clinging to their
ties with South Africa. It also highlights
that the capitalist politicians are hand-
maidens of the corporations and friends
of the South African racists. The
politicians thump their chests about
their anti-racist credentials. But the
anti-apartheid ‘‘sanctions’’ laws they
pass are utterly weak and full of loop-
holes. And they were full of big grace
periods precisely to allow the corpora-
tions to come up with some new maneu-
ver. The ease with which the corpora-
tions get around these laws show that
the officials are not interested in fight-
ing apartheid, but simply in cooling off
the mass movement with fancy rhetoric
about solving things through another
law or two. The fight over divestment
at the University of California was one
of the fiercest in the country. Just a few
months ago the UC board of regents
promised it would divest, and the
California legislature passed a general
divestment bill. The politicians claimed
that the activists should sit on their
hands and simply applaud the legisla-
ture. The national TV coverage assured
the whole country that California had
divested. But the divestment bills gave
a one year grace period before anything
would be done at all, and three more
years for a very gradual process of
divestment. And lo and behold, now the
issue comes up of whether these laws
will cover the main offenders at all,
since IBM and GM and Ford and so on

have all sheltered behind phoney
“divestments.”’
Fight the Capitalist Backers

of Apartheid

Obviously the recent round of so-
called ‘“‘divestment’’ plans does not
mean the U.S. companies suddenly care
about the plight of the oppressed in
South Africa. Oh sure, before the
cameras, IBM and their corporate
buddies now insist they are against the
racist system. But the true stand of the
capitalists was expressed by IBM Chair-
man Akers only last spring when he
stated: ‘“We are not in business to con-
duct moral activity, we are not in busi-
ness to conduct socially responsible ac-
tion. We are in business to conduct
business.”” In other words, the U.S.
businesses support apartheid slavery
because there’s a buck in it.

Anti-apartheid activists! The cynical
maneuvers of the capitalists are a slap
in the face of the anti-apartheid move-
ment. There is no way two-faced bas-
tards like these are going to become pil-
lars of the anti-racist struggle or are
even going to take a neutral stand. The
anti-apartheid movement must take to
the working masses and organize
militant protest!

And our actions must also strike at
the hypocrisy of -the capitalist
politicians, Democrat or Republican,
who swear they’re against apartheid but
who are in the hip pocket of the corpora-
tions. Only such a movement can really
hit hard at U.S. corporate and govern-
ment support for apartheid in South
Africa. Only such a movement can lend
assistance to the revolutionary move-
ment in South Africa that is destined to
bring the oppressed masses to their feet
and topple white minority rule once and
for all. =]



GM calls in apartheid police

against strikers

Str
On October 29, black and mixed-race
workers began a determiined strike at
GM'’s plants in Port Elizabeth. The
strike exposed the fraud of GM’s so-
called concern for the workers and for
ending the racist system. It lasted three
weeks despite GM’s vicious repression
and use of the racist apartheid police to
attack the workers.

Workers Demand Relief From Layofis

The workers fought for two basic
demands. They wanted severance pay
for laid off workers. And they sought
more company contributions to the
workers’ pension fund.

These demands arose when GM an-
nounced plans to sell off their South
African operations to the local managers
in South Africa and to have the new
company headed by a former GM execu-
tive. An important part of this fake
‘‘divestment’’ plan was ‘‘reductions in
labor and benefit costs’’ said GM. In
other words, GM planned to step up
layoffs, cut wages, pensions, etc.
Indeed over the last 15 months, 1,100
GM workers had been given the axe.
The mass layoffs in the auto industry
have helped raise black unemployment
in Port Elizabeth to a whopping 50%.

Faced with the loss of their livelihood,
the workers took action. On October 29
over 500 workers held a sit-in, occupy-
ing the Kempston Road and Aloes
plants. And 2,500 workers went on
strike.

GM Uniies With the Racists
to Punish the Workers

GM, the self-styled friend of the op-
pressed in South Africa, immediately
sought to put the workers in their place.
They called in the racist police to break
up the sit-down and fired 567 workers
for participating in this action. But this
failed to intimidate the workers who
added amnesty for the fired workers to
their list of demands.

ootl of GM workers in Port Ellz'ébeth, Soutlv"t”vAfr'ica.

GM then began to hire scabs. As well
the auto capitalists attempted to keep
their plants running with their white-

collar employeés. The workers replied-

with a mass picket of 350 to block
strikebreakers from entering the plant
on November 17. Again the company
sent in the cops, who attacked the work-
ers with dogs and whips, arresting 16 in
the process. On top of this, GM an-
nounced that all those not back at work
the next morning would be fired. Under
such pressure, the strike was broken.

The Workers Support Divestment

It should be noted that some of the
bourgeois media has tried to portray the
struggle of the GM workers as a fight
against divestment. Nothing could be
further from the truth.

First of all, GM’s divestment is a
divestment in name only as GM is set-
ting up a company directly linked to it-
self.

Secondly, the workers never asked
GM to stay but quite justly demanded
relief from GM’s attacks on the workers.
GM itself denounced the militant work-
ers as pro-divestment political agitators.
And the autoworkers’ union supports
divestment as helping the struggle to
end the racist system. But supporting
divestment does not mean the workers
should not fight for relief from the
hardships inflicted on them by im-
perialist corporations who have sucked
their blood for decades.

GM: Friend of Apartheid

GM'’s crackdown on the strikers
shows the complete hypocrisy of their
so-called divestment. This scheme was
supposed to prove GM’s opposition to
the racist system. But a few days after
announcing this scheme, GM called on
the South African courts and the racist
police, the enforcers of apartheid, to
crush its workers. GM may today swear
on a stack of bibles its revulsion at
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apartheid. But now, as in the past, GM
banks on the white supremacists to
protect their sacred profits.

GM and the racist forces may have
won a temporary victory over the work-
ers. But it will prove hollow. The work-
ers are still simmering over the repres-
sion and mass firings. And new

The fire burns in S.

Over the last two months, the anti-
apartheid movement in South Africa
waged a wide array of struggles. Each
outrage of the racist ruling class was
seized upon to launch militant battles.
Elsewhere in this paper we report on the
strike of GM workers in Port Elizabeth
and the resistance to forced removal by
the residents of the black township of
Oukasie, near Pretoria. Below we report
on several other struggles.

Gold Miners Strike

On October 25, about 35,000 gold
miners went on strike at three mines
owned by the ‘‘Goldfields Group.”
The strike broke out because the mine
owners refused to grant the workers a
wage increase agreed to by the mine
owners’ federation, the Chamber of
Mines. In this struggle, the miners
battled the racist police who attacked
strike meetings and used whips on
miners to force them back to the mine
shafts.

The miners’ action comes in the midst
of the further slaughter of the workers
in the mines. On October 26, five miners
died at the Randfontein Estates Gold
Mine when a cable in their mine shaft
elevator snapped and they plummeted
2,600 feet. A few weeks later, three
miners died from carbon monoxide
fumes at the General Mining Corpora-
tion’s Stillffontein mine in Transvaal
province. This is the same company
which owns the Kinross mine where 177
miners were killed in an industrial
disaster last month.

Clearly the mine capitalists, in their
ruthless drive for profits, don’t give a
damn about the safety of the workers.
These mine disasters are part of the
horrendous conditions of exploitation
that are pushing the miners into strug-
gle.

Protest in the Black Townships

The black townships continue to
simmer with protest. At the beginning
of November, the masses of Soweto
started a boycott of the Public Utilities
Transport Corporation. The action was
aimed against bus fare increases by
this government-subsidized company.
The bus line is used by 90,000 people
each day to get from Soweto to their jobs
in Johannesburg.

struggles are bound to break out as GM
or the new company it is organizing tries
to carry out layoffs and wage and
benefit cuts. The days when GM and
the imperialist companies could run
roughshod over the black and other op-
pressed toilers in South Africa are com-
ing to an end. [

Africa

The anger of the people boiled over
when, a few days after the boycott
began, an eleven-year-old black child
was shot to death by four white men on
one of the company’s buses. Buses were
pelted with stones, and several were
hijacked. The racist police opened fire
on a group of protesters, killing one.

Another major action in the townships
was a mass ‘‘stay-away’’ in Mamelodi
township on November 21. Tens of
thousands of workers and students
stayed off the job or boycotted classes
to commemorate the anniversary of a
government massacre of 13 people in
the township last year. An estimated
80% of the township’s population par-
ticipated in the protest.

Student Struggles

During the past several weeks, the
black high school youth have continued
to keep up the heat on the racist authori-
ties. On October 13 thousands of
students in 40 Soweto high schools held
a coordinated walkout and began a boy-
cott of classes. The students demanded
the reopening of 33 schools closed last
month by the authorities to still campus
protest. As well the students want the
racist troops removed from the black
townships and the release of youths
detained under the government’s
“‘state of emergency.”’

Meanwhile a school boycott has been
going on in the Eastern Cape. In
response the authorities announced the
closing of 40 more schools in the region
in early November and threatened to
extend the shutdown of 31 more schools
previously closed. The schools are to
remain closed until the students agree
to attend classes and give up protests.

Repression Will Not Stop the Struggle

The mass actions across the country
again demonstrate the determination of
the oppressed to win liberation. The
racists have gunned down the masses.
They have detained 22,000 people under
their ‘‘state of emergency.’” But the
racists are just flailing around in
quicksand. Each attempt to crush the
masses has further steeled them for the
struggle, preparing them for the final
onslaught that will bury the racist
system forever. O

Black township resists forced relocation

The residents of Oukasie, a black
township north of Pretoria, are fighting
the South African government’s efforts
to forcibly relocate them. The racist
regime wants to make Oukasie’s 10,000
inhabitants resettle in a new segregated
township 12 miles away called Leth-
labile.

Only last year the Botha regime
claimed it would end their system of
forced relocation. But even as they
announced this ‘‘reform’’ they tried to
bully the residents of the Crossroads
shantytown to relocate against their
will. Now they are at it again. This re-
location effort proves once more that the
promises of reform by the Botha regime
are nothing but lies.

The Oukasie relocation is a cruel in-
sult to the black residents. Blacks have
lived legally in the township for 55
years. But on October 17 the govern-
ment announced that Oukasie was offi-
cially abolished. The residents were
now technically illegal squatters in the
town they lived in for decades.

The racist authorities claimed they
were relocating the township for
‘““humanitarian’’ reasons. They said

they merely wanted to improve the
living conditions of the black people by
moving them to a more sanitary,
modern town. But if this is the case,
why not improve the poor facilities in
Oukasie which they have systematical-
ly neglected through the years? '

Enforcing Segregation

The fact of the matter is that the
racists are concerned that Oukasie is
located too close to the whites-only town
of Brits. Not only do they want to en-
force strict racial segregation, but they
also covet the area for the expansion of
Brits. Clearly the relocation is moti-
vated not by a desire to help the black
people but by the greed of the white
rulers. :

In fact the relocation will result in a
number of hardships. Besides suffering
the indignity of being ordered from their
homes, the people will be moved far
from Brits where many of them work.
There are no jobs in the new town and
workers would have to pay bus fare to

Continued on next page
See TOWNSHIP
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maintain their employment. This is a
major expense for the impoverished
workers who slave away for the capital-
ists in Brits, including the subsidiary of
the Firestone company and other multi-
nationals.

- Moreover, it is possible the new town
may be incorporated into the Bophu-
thatswana bantustan which it borders.
Since the racists consider Bophuthat-
swana to be independent of South
Africa, this would mean the former

residents of Oukasie would have to get’

permits to work in South Africa. Thus
their freedom of movement would be
further restricted.

This relocation attempt is actually
the second big push to force blacks to

the new settlement. In the first effort
the government forced about 7,000
residents to move by threatening to
bulldoze their residences and leave
them homeless. But the remaining
10,000 are digging in to resist. On
October 19, several hundred angry
residents held a militant meeting to
denounce the relocation and declare a
one-day protest strike at the local
factories for October 21.

Forced relocations are ome of the
greatevils created by*apartheid. Over
the years some 3.5 million blacks have
been moved against their will. Such
involuntary exile has helped create the
notorious bantustan system. But the
fight against forced relocations is pro-
viding another current to the rushing
waters of revolt sweeping through
South Africa today. O

Botha denounced in France

On November 11, demonstrations took place in France opposing a visit of
a South African delegation headed up by racist President P. W. Botha.
Here a protester denounces the South African delegation with a nazi salute
at a joint ceremony with the French imperialists at Longueval in northern
France.

In support of the struggle in South Africa

The movement against apartheid and
U.S. support for it continues to spread
throughout the country. Over the last
two months, demonstrations have
broken out on dozens of college cam-
puses and elsewhere.

At Johns Hopkins University

The determined struggle of the stu-
dents at Johns Hopkins University in
Baltimore continues to unfold. They
have been fighting to force the school to
divest $75 million in stocks of companies
doing business with South Africa. Last
spring a few reactionary students fire-
bombed a shanty built by the anti-
apartheid activists. On September 11,
these racist students were convicted but
the capitalist courts let them off the
hook without spending a day in jail or
even fining them. Meanwhile the courts
granted an injunction to the school
administration barring the construction
of shanties on campus. In short, the
courts sided with the racists.

But the spirited activists defied the
.court order and rebuilt the shanty on
September 29. They were then charged
with contempt of court, but still they re-
fused to dismantle the shanty. The
school administration then called in the
cops who arrested 14 activists.

The arrest aroused indignation
throughout the campus. After several
protests by students and faculty, the
school officials were forced to retreat.
The charges against some of the stu-
dents were dropped, and the students
were given permission to build new
shanties.

/

At Cornell University

The efforts to suppress the anti-
apartheid movement were by no means

confined to Johns Hopkins. On October
8 Cornell campus police destroyed
shanties and arrested 23 students fol-
lowing a mass rally. The students re-
built the shanties the next day, but once
again the police tore them down. The
struggle continues with more protests
planned.

At the University of Texas

At the University of Texas in Austin,
16 activists barricaded themselves in-
side the office of the college president
to protest the school’s investments in
South African-linked companies. The
students were arrested and faced
charges and school disciplinary action.
Other students rallied in support of
those arrested, shouting slogans as
the activists were led away by the cops
and holding several mass protests.

Other Student Protests

Numerous other student actions have
occurred, many in conjunction with a
national day of protest on October 10.
Besides demands for university divest-
ment, there have been protest marches
to corporations demanding they break
their ties with South Africa. Students
have rallied in support of the political
prisoners in South Africa. And at the
University of California-Santa Barbara,
protesting students succeeded in ending
the sale in the campus bookstore of
products from a company with ties to
South Africa.

Non-Campus Actions

Besides the protests on the campus,
several other anti-apartheid actions
have been held in recent weeks. On
November 8th, 1,500 people marched

through Jersey Clty. New Jersey. Along
with opposing racist South Africa, the
demonstration raised demands for jobs
and housing for the working masses of

Jersey City. On October 11th, 1,200 -

protesters marched in Los Angeles.
The protests of the last two months

show the deep hatred for apartheid
throughout the country. While U.S.
imperialism continues to stand by the
racist Botha regime, the working
masses and students are marching in
solidarity with the black and other
oppressed people in South Africa. O

Defend the shantytown activists

at UC-Berkeley!

On November 17, the administration
of the University of California at Berke-
ley held disciplinary hearings for 10
students involved in the anti-apartheid
‘‘shantytown’’ protests of March 31
through April 2. The shantytown action
had marked a new level of militancy in
the struggle. For two days the activists
had defended their shantytown in
pitched battles against the police called
in by the administration.

In the wake of these powerful actions
the UCB regents promised a gradual
and lengthy divestment over four years
of their massive holdings in companies
operating in South Africa. (No divest-
ment at all is to take place for an entire
year.) But they are still persecuting
anti-apartheid activists in kangaroo
court disciplinary proceedings. -They
couldn’t even get the ordinary courts,
hostile as they are to the mass move-

ment, to convict the students of any-
thing, so it is going to act as judge,-

jury, and executioner all wrapped up
in one. And it is very much a question
whether the regents will renege on their
promises or claim that the phoney
‘‘divestments’’ by various companies
releases the regents from their word.

Students Protest in Defense of
the Shantytown Activists

The Berkeley students have been
rallying in defense of the persecuted
activists. In September the students
turned a disciplinary hearing for the
activists into a forum to denounce the
pro-apartheid administration.

The November 17 hearing was also
met with vigorous protest. Before the
proceedings, 240 students rallied in
Sproul Plaza. The demonstrators
heaped scorn on the administration.
They denounded the charges as a fraud
and demanded they be dropped.
They exposed the ties of the adminis-
tration with the U.S. imperialist war
machine. And they declared that it was

not just the 10 activists who were on
trial, but the anti-apartheid movement
itself.
+ The activists marched to the hearing
under the slogans ‘‘Drop the charges!,”’
‘‘Berkeley, Soweto — the people fight
back!,”” and ‘‘Revolution yes, apartheid
no, death to apartheid blow by blow!”’
At the hearing, time and again the
students rose up to condemn the school
authorities, When a UC attomey re-
ferred to the shanty protest as ‘‘mis-
conduct,”’ the activists chanted “The
shanties were fine, apartheid is the
crime!’’ Unable to quiet the militant
students, the school officials adjourned
the meeting and fled. The students took
over the stage and continued to angrily
denounce the administration.

The Administration Sets the Police
on the Students Again

The administration convened a tlosed
hearing on November 20. And once
again students came to protest. When
students rallying outside the hearing
held open the door to the hearing, the
UC campus police went into a frenzy.
They attacked the students, brutally
beat whoever they could, and singled
out particular individuals for attack.
The police went all out to trump up
criminal charges against the students
they attacked.

The administration then adjourned
the hearing again.

The local branch of the MLP was
active in defending the anti-apartheid
movement and activists. It took part in
the struggles in defense of the shanty-
town activists: Part of this was issuing
a special leaflet calling on people to
join the November 17 action. And below
we reprint the leaflet of November 21
denouncing the brutal police attack on
the student movement.

- Down with the kangaroo hearings!

Defend the arrested activists! O

-

UC cops go wild: Denounce the
police attacks against campus actwusts'

Last night [November 20] at Wheeler
Auditorium, University of California
(UC) campus police carried out a vicious
attack against activists gathered to sup-
port the shantytown defendants who are
currently being dragged into Heyman’s
closed-door kangaroo court. Students
and anti-apartheid activists gathered in
front of the auditorium to demand that
these hearings be opened to the public.
A large anti-rape demonstration had
also come to the hearing in support of
this demand and to denounce the UC:
disciplinary board for its kid glove treat-
ment of the football players recently ac-
cused of rape.

A struggle with the police broke out
when activists held open the hearing
room door to allow their slogans to be
heard inside. Several activists were hit
with batons and pushed as the police
charged the crowd. Everyone saw five
UC police gang up on one activist. He
not only suffered injuries from this
asault, but was arrested and jailed.
And, for the ‘‘crime’’ of defending him-
self and preventing himself from getting
seriously injured, he is now being
charged with resisting arrest and as-
sault on the police! Another activist' was
singled out and brutally assaulted by a
cowardly cop named Freeman who ran
thirty feet out of his way to hit him from
behind, knocking him off his feet.

What is behind this attack? It is a con-

tinuation of the administration’s at-

tempt to squash the trend towards
militant mass action on campus. The
hearings being protested were them-
selves aimed at silencing activists
through intimidation. The administra-
tion hopes that threatening students
with disciplinary action will stop future
shantytown-like actions.

But these attempts backfired. In-
stead of being intimidated, hundreds of

_activists came out for mass actions to

protest this suppression of the move-
ment. They brought their protest right
into the hearing room, exposing the
fraudulence and hypocrisy of the univer-
sity.

This was intolerable to the ad-
ministration. To protect their com-
mittee from any further exposure, they
closed the hearings and called in the
UCPD to enforce it. The UCPD, loyal
lackeys of the administration, singled
out particular activists and brutalized
them in order to terrorize others.

Students! We must unite to defend
the shantytown activists and build a
strong mass movement on campus. We
must denounce this violent attack on the
students and continue to target the UC
administration with militant mass ac-
tions.

(Reprinted from Nov 21 leaflet of
MLP-San Franczscol ;
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Two thousand five hundred people
marched against the CIA/contra war on
Nicaragua in Washington, D.C,,
October 25. The demonstration got its
strongest welcome from throngs of
people as it marched through black and
Latino neighborhoods. An MLP con-
tingent got a warm response from work-
ing people as it shouted ‘‘ Apartheid No,
Revolution Yes!’’ and slogans against
U.S. imperialist aggression in Nica-
ragua. Many people were interested in
the MLP’s recent tour to Nicaragua and
its work in solidarity with the Marxist-
Leninist Party of Nicaragua.

On October 25, over 1,500 people
marched in San Francisco to protest
U.S. intervention in Central America

buildup. Unfortunately, the organizers
of this march tried to use the occasion
to promote the lie that voting for the
concealed Reaganites of the Democratic
Party in the November elections would
help beat back the Reaganite war drive.
But the banner declaring ‘‘Build Mass
Struggle Against the Reaganite Pro-
gram of the Republicans and Demo-
crats!”” — which was carried by the
MLP contingent — was well liked by the
masses on the march.

On November 1, a spirited demon-
stration of over 6,000 people took to the
streets of Los Angeles. Some told MLP
supporters, who were active at the
march, that they want more actions
against Reagan’s aggression in Central
America and his oppression of immi-
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October 25 protests against apartheid and the U.S. war
in Central America

San Francisco

Washigion, D.C.

grants and minorities here in the U.S.
November 1 demonstrations were also
held in Boston and Seattle.

Some 2,000 people demonstrated
against the imperialists’ nuclear war-
mongering and U.S. intervention in
Central America in New York on
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October 25. On that same day similar
protests took place in 15 cities across the
country including 1,000 marchers in

"Chicago and 800 in Austin, Texas

and Reagan’s Star Wars nuclear
ROXBURY
Continued from page 3

is that a new government bureaucracy
should be created to rule over these
areas. According to the GRIP support-
ers this new government bureaucracy
would “‘give the community the tools we
need to control our destiny.’’ Thus they
claim that if only the black people can
get away from the racist Boston city
government everything will get better.
Now certainly the city government is
a bastion of racism, but it is certainly
not the only source of racism. Racist
oppression of the black and Latino
people is the policy of all the U.S.
capitalist rulers. So what will be the
result of forming a separate city? Who
will benefit from this plan? What will it
mean for the black and Latino workers?

Unemployment and Job Discrimination
Will Continue

Consider the problem of unemploy-
ment and discrimination on the job. In
the factories, hospitals, and other work
places the black and Latino workers face
constant discrimination, often being
forced into the hardest and lowest pay-
ing jobs. The unemployment rate for
black workers is double that of the white
workers and the black youth are suffer-
ing from_an incredible 50% unemploy-
ment! But how will separation change
this? The same capitalists will continue
to own the factories and other work
places, most of which are outside the
proposed city. But even those within
the GRIP area will not change their
racist policies without a mass struggle

. by the workers. The government
bureaucrats, be they black or white; will

not organize such a struggle. Look at

Detroit or Newark, which have had
black city governments for years, and
you can see that the black workers con-
tinue to be plagued by discrimination
and that all the workers, both black and
white, suffer from the scourge of unem-
ployment. It is not separation that will
combat .the greedy, racist capitalists

but the mass struggle of the workers.
Segregated, Inferior Schools

What about the deterioration of the
schools and the terrible education given
the black youth? The leaders of GRIP
claim that their proposal would mean
an end to busing, allowing black stu-
dents to attend schools in their neigh-
borhoods and that this will bring
‘*‘quality education’’ for the youth. But
wait a minute, this is a call for volun-
tary segregation! This proposal has
drawn support from the racist poli-
ticians of the South Boston Information
Center. But the GRIP leaders claim that
the fight against racist segregation is
not important. They point to the deplor-
able condition of Boston Public Schools
and claim that a separate school system
will give blacks better schools. But
when in America has segregation ever
been implemented to the benefit of
blacks? In fact the problem of poor
schools would be intensified in the pro-
posed city.

Everyone knows that the wealthier
towns have better school systems and
the GRIP area would be one of the poor-
est cities in the state. The city would
have far less funds to spend on educa-
tion than the surrounding white areas.
Nearly 40% of Boston’s revenues come
from taxes on downtown offices and
none of this money would go to the new
black city. The money would go to the
white city. And it is complete fantasy to
say that necessary funds will come from
the federal government. The Reaganites
are only interested in slashing funds for
education to finance their military
buildup. Thus the GRIP plan would help
the rich push the black youth into a com-
pletely separate and inferior school
system.

Actually any real improvement in
education will come from a militant
struggle to make the rich provide and
pay for such an education. As the high
school students’ protests against school
closings showed this spring, this strug-
gle will be a hundred times stronger

’

D

when the schools are integrated and the
youth of all nationalities are united in
this battle.

Bad Housing and the Real
Estate Developers

And what about the problem of hous-
ing? GRIP claims that by incorporation
as a separate city the black popula-
tion can prevent being forced out of
their neighborhoods by the condo and
office building developers. Unless GRIP
is planning to secede from the U.S. and
have a separate socialist revolution in
Roxbury, a separate [city] will not save
the people’s housing from the real
estate speculators..A white city govern-
ment has not saved the poor in [white]
South Boston and other areas from
being forced out by high rents and
real estate speculators. As long as the
government protects the rights of the
capitalists to use private property to
exploit people, the housing problem will
plague the working people and not just
the black working people.

In fact GRIP practically admits that a
separate city will not really prevent
blacks from being forced out of Rox-
bury by development. In an article in
the Banner they state that Roxbury will
be the place that the next tall build-
ings will be built in Boston. And that by
incorporating as a separate city Roxbury
will be able to benefit from this future
development. But how will this develop-
ment take place except by tearing down
houses presently occupied by black
workers and causing soaring property
values and rents that will force s’all
more workers out?

No to Bantustan Nationalism
of the Black Bourgeoisie!

It is clear that only a tiny upper
stratum of wealthy blacks would benefit
from this proposal. To them would go
the ‘‘spoils of office’’ presently denied
them by their white counterparts. Tax
money would pass through their hands,
government posts could be sold to the

highest bidder, and a bigger share of
the development boom profits would
end up in their bank accounts. This is
what they mean when they talk about
‘‘empowerment’’ — a bigger piece of
the capitalist pie.

But this bigger piece of pie would be
purchased by selling out the black work-
ing people who would suffer even worse
segregation and oppression. Of course
the black politicians, like their white
counterparts, try to present their own
selfish interests as those of the people.
They paint their separate city scheme
up in liberation colors. They talk about
decolonization of the black community.
They have even proposed that the new
city should be called ‘“Mandela,” a
name that is associated with the heroic
struggle of the black people in South
Africa against the racist apartheid
regime. But it would be more appro-
priate to name it ‘‘Bothaville’’ after the
racist who rules over the segregated
bantustans, townships, and factories of
South Africa.

Phony Talk About Unity from Flynn

The GRIP plan is being opposed by
Mayor Flynn and a number of black
liberals and ministers who have launch-
ed a “‘One Boston Campaign.’’ But this
opposition is nothing more than an
apology for the status quo and a pretti-
fication of the racist oppression suffered
by the black people. They claim that the
born-again anti-buser Flynn is ‘‘heal-
ing”’ the city and that racism is fading
away. (The police harassment, school
and job discrimination are just a fig-
ment of our imagination!) Further they
say that if the black people just keep
quiet the profits of the downtown con-
struction will trickle down. In the words
of Reverend Stith, ‘‘We have sown the
seeds of opportunity, now it is time for
us to reap the benefits.”” But for all
Flynn’s talk about passing the prosper-
ity on to the neighborhoods,- the fact
remains that the downtown boom has

Continued on page 16
See ROXBURY
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The liberals strike a new compromise with the military

In November, the Aquino government
in the Philippines came close to col-
lapse.

Factional infighting in the govern-
ment reached crisis proportions as
right-wing military officers supporting
the Defense Minister, Juan Ponce
Enrile, threatened a coup against
President Corazon Aquino. However,
they were eventually thwarted by the
armed forces chief of staff, General
Fidel Ramos. Aquino has stabilized the
situation for the time being by firing
Enrile, but at the same time she has
agreed to much of what Enrile and the
military men were demanding.

‘The lesson of the latest -crisis?
Liberalism in power in the Philippines
has again shown that it remains be-
holden to militarist reaction.

TheMct

The Aquino government was formed

The Filipino left

Crisis in the Philippines

last February as an alliance between
two major bourgeois political forces,
the liberals grouped around Agquino,
and the military led by Enrile and
Ramos. At a crucial moment in the crisis
facing the Marcos dictatorship, Enrile
and Ramos deserted Marcos to join the
Aquino forces. Support of the U.S.

government for this move helped get

Marcos out of the country and estab-
lish the new regime.

The new alliance was always some-
what uneasy. Enrile had been one of
Marcos’ close cronies for years, and had
enriched himself at the expense of
other capitalists who were on the outs
with Marcos. During the long years of
martial law, Enrile and Ramos imple-
mented the Marcos policy of smashing
any political dissent, which was aimed
mainly at the toilers but also stepped on
the toes of many liberals. Aquino’s
husband, for example, was murdered by
military officers; and 'some of her

in the face of the crisis

If the rightist military coup around
Defense Minister Enrile had been suc-
cessful, it would have meant a setback
for the Filipino masses. The main goal
of the right was to smash the left — the
trade unions, peasant organizations,
and other organizations of the working
people. And the right clearly showed its
hand with the murder of Rolando Olalia,
a leader of the May First Movement
trade union center.

The threat of the rightist coup

brought out multitudes into the streets
during November. The biggest event
was the demonstration of November 20.
This was a funeral march for Rolando
Olalia.

This was the largest left-wing demon-
stration in Filipino history. The march
lasted all day, eleven hours long, and
took nearly two and a half hours to pass
any one point. The number of par-
ticipants was in the hundreds of thou-
sands. Tens of thousamds waved red
flags and chanted revolutionary
slogans, while demonstrators with
paintbrushes painted slogans on walls
throughout the city. Armed guards in
the demonstration protected leftist
leaders who appeared in public for the
first time.

However, the political weakness of
the leadership of the Filipino left again

Demonstrators in Manila condemn the murder o

showed itself in the approach taken to
the crisis in the government. This prob-
lem is a conciliationist stand towards
liberalism, which has translated into a
policy of trailing behind the Aquino gov-
ernment. :

The leaders of the demonstration
delivered a letter to the palace telling
Aquino to ‘‘draw your strength from the
masses now at your doorstep.”’ And
J.V. Bautista, a leader of BAYAN, a
coalition of left organizations, said,
‘‘[Aquino] is unsure about the strength
of people power; that’s why we are
having the march, to show her these
forces are at her disposal if the military
moves against her.”’

It is necessary to stand up against the
threat of a rightist coup. But this does
not mean that the left should throw it-
self into the role of footsoldiers for the
liberals. After all, the liberals are no

real opponents of the right. This was,

proved once again, as Aquino faced the
Enrile crisis only by moving even closer
to the military.

The issue before the workers and
peasants is not to trail Aquino, with the
never-ending illusion that she’ll become
a real defender of the masses, but to
concentrate on building up an independ-
ent movement of the toilers: O

trade union leader Rolando Olalia.

advisers had been interned at various
times by Enrile or Ramos.

Soon major differences in policy
emerged between the two forces, the
main one having to do with how to deal
with the revolutionary guerrilla move-
ment.

Enrile and his supporters stand for a
bloodthirsty policy of all-out war against
the leftist insurgents led by the Com-
munist Party of the Philippines and its
armed wing, the New Peoples’ Army.
This is coupled with their demand for
stronger action against the workers’
and peasants’ strikes and protests.

Aquino and the liberals, on the other
hand, stand for a craftier policy of com-
bining war against the revolutionary
forces with a certain reformist facade.

The liberals argued against the Enrile
policy that 13 years of all-out war by
Marcos, under martial law, had not
wiped out the insurgents; on the con-
trary, it had produced a vast increase in
the revolutionary forces. Thus Aquino
opened peace negotiations with the CPP
(while still conceding nothing to the
leftists and authorizing further mili-
tary offensives launched by Enrile and
Ramos). Aquino also believes that it is
necessary to promise reforms to the
toilers, although she has done nothing
to implement any.

Thus the stage was set for the emer-
gence of sharp differences within the
government. These were held in check
for a while, but eventually they came
out in the open.

Rightists Put the Heat on Aquino

When Aquino’s constitutional com-
mission finished its deliberations,
Enrile stepped up his campaign against
her. Enrile, together with the Vice-
President, Salvador Laurel, began to
agitate against the new constitution.

Aquino plans to hold a plebiscite on
the new constitution on February 2
and then proceed with local and then
parliamentary elections in the spring.
Enrile became concerned that these
polls would strengthen the hand of the
liberal and reformist forces. At public
rallies Enrile began threatening to
‘‘do a Rambo”’ if he didn’t get his way.

Enrile stepped up the pressure on
October 26 when he addressed a rally of
20,000 in Manila. This was a straight-up
pro-Marcos rally and was Enrile’s first
open alliance with Marcos loyalists.
Thousands in the crowd chanted
‘‘Marcos! Marcos!”’ and ‘‘Down with
Cory!” Enrile himself led chants of
‘“‘Down with communism!’’ while many
in the crowd held signs saying ‘“‘Rambo
save the republic.”

After this rally Enrile’s supporters
began open preparations for a mili-
tary coup. Pro-Enrile officers led by the
chief of his bodyguard, Col. Gregorio
Honasan, bragged to reporters that they
were stockpiling automatic weapons for
urban warfare.

Enrile himself issued an ultimatum to
Aquino demanding: dismissal of liberal
cabinet officers; a deadline to ceasefire
negotiations with the CPP; scrapping
the new constitution and the plebiscite
on it; reconvening the old National
Assembly (the Marcos parliament,
which Aquino dissolved); calling a new
presidential election (which Enrile
would probably run in). While not
openly threatening a coup, Enrile let it
be known he ‘‘might not be able to con-
trol”’ the officers who support him.

Meanwhile Honasan and co. went

ahead with coup preparations and at the

same time launched a campaign of
terror. The first victim was Rolando
Olalia, head of the leftist KMU trade
union center and a leader of the Peo-
ple’s Party, a new legal party associated
with the CPP that follows a policy of
*‘critical support” for Aquino. Right-
wing terrorists also began a series of
bombings in the Manila area to terrorize

the populace.
Aquino Conciliates the Rightists

The liberal response to the rightists
was craven. While top military officers
plotted against her government, Aquino
did absolutely nothing against them.
While threatening that she might call
for mass demonstrations if the military
ever moved against her, in the mean-
time Aquino did not even demand the
resignation of Honasan or any of the
other officers openly bragging that they
would overthrow her.

Meanwhile Aquino stepped up her
threats against the left. On her trip to
Japan Aquino sermonized that she
would ‘‘not stand for a communist
insurgency.”” And on November 20
she instructed her negotiators with the
CPP to reach a ceasefire within one
month, thus bowing to Enrile’s demand
for a deadline.

Meanwhile Aquino tried to conciliate
the military’s demands for cabinet
changes. She reduced the power of her
executive secretary, Joker Arroyo, a
noted liberal lawyer and one of Enrile’s
chief targets. .

Agquino Finally Moves —

One Step Against Enrile,
Three Steps Against the Left

The night of November 22 Col. Hona-
san and co. decided to make their move
by sending a couple battalions of troops
into Manila to take over radio stations

and government buildings and to re-

convene Marcos’ National Assembly.
This move was stymied by General Fidel
Ramos, the chief of staff, who came out
on Aquino’s side and ordered the troops
to not obey orders from Enrile or Hona-
san.

The next day Aquino fired Enrile,
replacing him with a friend and fellow
West Pointer of Ramos.

But in fact the ‘‘dismissal’’ of Enrile
seems to be part of a deal in which, in
return for Enrile’s stepping down,
Aquino agreed to crack down on the
Philippine left and ‘‘untrustworthy’’
liberal cabinet members. While dismis-
sing Enrile, Aquino also demanded the
resignations of all her other cabinet
officers, and the word from her ad-
visers is that the more reformist among
them will be dropped.

While announcing Enrile’s ouster,
Aquino also announced that leftist in-
surgents had only seven more days to
sign a ceasefire, after which there would
be ‘“‘no more negotiations at all.”
Aquino also authorized a massive new
offensive against the NPA by Ramos to
begin November 27.

Liberalism Lets the Military
Plotters Go Scot-Free

A striking point about the failed
rightist coup is the lack of any recrimin-
ations by Aquino against the military
plotters. While uttering bloodthirsty
threats against the insurgency among
the poor toilers, Aquino is all sweet-
ness and light towards the rightists
who tried to overthrow her.

" In most countries a treasonous de-
fense minister is usually clapped into
jail, at the least. But Enrile simply
went on a vacation, after which he is
expected to play a major role in Philip-
ines politics as leader of the National-
ist Party, a new party composed largely
of Marcos loyalists.

As for Col. Honasan and his cronies,
the new defense minister said only that
there will be some kind of investigation
— ‘“‘a very informal investigation’’ —
and that if anything was amiss (which
he doubts), then these officers might
be reassigned. That is all — no trial, no
punishment, not even a demand for

Continued on page 21
See PHILIPPINES
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U.S. imperialism has its hands in the Iran-lraq war

WAR
Continued from page 13

own ambitions of using the war to press
claims against Iraq itself.

' A Reactionary War on Both Sides

At a certain point, the character of the
war changed. The main factor in this
was the coup of June 1981 when the Is-
lamic Republican Party of the mullahs
seized complete control and launched an
all-out, bloody drive against the left and
the toilers. The Iraqi invasion ceased
being the cutting edge of counterrevolu-
tion against the Iranian toilers. The
Khomeini regime itself seized the initia-
tive in this direction. The Iran-Iraq war
degenerated into a reactionary war be-
tween two rival capitalist powers.

In the military field, the Iranian
regime was successful in pushing the
Iraqi forces out of Iran and since then
has pressed a frankly expansionist war
against Iraq. The Khomeini regime
wants to overthrow Saddam Hussein
and put in power a puppet Islamic
regime in Baghdad, and it seeks billions
of dollars in tribute, money that can only
come out of squeezing the Iraqi toilers.

Today both sides in the war not only
engage in military clashes but routinely
organize missile and bombing raids on
the civilian population. They both use
the war to whip up patriotism and keep
in check the mass movement of the the
workers and peasants.

What’s in It
for the Imperialists?

As for the world’s capitalist arms

merchants, they have had a field day
with the Iran-Iraq war. Virtually all the
world’s bloodstained weapons makers
have been cashing in on lucrative
weapons deals to make money off this
savage bloodletting. Forty countries are
reported to sell weapons to the two
sides, ten of them to both sides. And be-
sides cold cash, the war has been a use-
ful testing ground for all sorts of
weapons systems. The military planners
of all the major powers have kept a close
eye on the performance of the two clash-
ing armies.

Iraq has mainly been getting weapons
from the French imperialists and the
Soviet social-imperialists. The U.S. for a
while was supplying Iraq with intel-
ligence gathered from AWAC flights
over the region. In the meantime, Iran
has bought weapons from Israel (right
from the outset of the war, not just
recently), Argentina and Brazil, the

Chinese and North Korean revisionists,.

etc.

One can get a glimpse of the profits
involved from just one deal described in
a recent issue of the British Jane's
Defense Weekly. In one 1985 deal for
tanks and guns, Iran is reported to have
paid Arab and Swiss arms dealers $100
million; the merchants pocketed $10
million in commissions. The irony of this
deal was that these weapons had
originally come from Iranian stocks cap-
tured by the Iragis.

Recently there are signs of a scramble
among many of those who backed Iraq
to switch allegiances. This appears to be
due to the feeling among these regimes
that, as one exploiter to another, they
can come to terms with Iran. As well,

.

last year there were signs that the
Iranian regime might make gains in the
next round of battle against Iraq. The
Saudis and other Persian Gulf states
have tried to come to their own deals
with Iran. The French and British im-
perialists have as well. And now, with
Reagan’s scandal, it turns out that U.S.
imperialism has also been making an ef-
fort.

The War Intensifies
Popular Discontent

The picture the Iranian and Iraqi
regimes paint is of national unity behind
each regime’s war efforts. But behind
the public displays of patriotism, the
war is in fact intensifying the seeds of
discontent and crisis for both regimes.
And this coincides with a severe eco-
nomic crisis for both regimes, especially
due to the sharp collapse of world oil
prices.

There are many reports of popular
discontent from within Iran. The regime
has stepped up efforts to force workers
and others to go to the war front, and
there have been many signs of resis-
tance to these efforts. There are many
who have evaded military conscription.
There have been demonstrations
against the war, for example, in the
towns of Kurdistan where the Islamic
regime is locked in a separate war with
the revolutionary masses. And while the
regime publicly pledges unity on the
war effort, there are signs even of strife
over the war policy among the ruling
circles.

In the meantime, the Iraqi regime is

also in trouble. The number of deserters
=
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from the war is estimated at higher than
30,000. The Iraqi military has even out-
lawed white underwear for soldiers to
prevent them from surrendering. And in
June, the government closed down
schools until next February and drafted
university teachers and students into
compulsory military training. Secondary
school students later followed. There
was an outcry of opposition to this and
the regime was forced to say that the
training would be away from the war
lines. There are also increasing reports
of friction within the ruling estab-
lishment, particularly between the
ruling Ba’ath Party and the military
staff.

Iran and Iraq are heading towards
major social explosions. The war itself is
a double-edged sword. On the one
hand, the regimes use it to keep discon-
tent down, but it itself sows the seeds of
wider discontent. And it is in this
popular unrest that the hope for the fu-
ture lies.

The exploiters and their regimes must
be made to pay for this brutal war. The
toilers have accounts to settle — this
will require the working masses of Iran
and Iraq to take matters into their own
hands and overthrow the exploiters.

And the workers and progressive
people around the world must not forget
the capitalist and imperialist powers
who have profited from this cruel and
barbaric war. This war is one more
reason for the workers to come out in
struggle against bloodsucking world
capitalism. O
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CPI
Continued from page 13

fund the war fronts. But the workers
generally boycotted this compulsory
overtime, and out of the 3,000 Tobacco
workers, the regime only managed to
make a small fraction of them do over-
time for the war. During the War Week
of 1984 the government’s attempts to
impose overtime and wartime labor
were met with the extensive resistance
and confrontation of the workers.

The workers’ struggles against the
war efforts and impositions of the Is-
lamic Republic have continued in
various forms: from holding independ-
ent mourning sessions in protest
against the killings in the war fronts, to
resistance to the enforcement of war
overtime and forced labor; from resist-
ance to the pressures of conscriptions,
to the staging of strikes and sit-ins
against the acquisition of war contribu-
tions and the reduction of wages under
the pretext of war.

In spring 1983 when the productivity

allowance of the workers of the General

Motors factory in Tehran was cut off in -

the name of aiding the war fronts, more
than 3,000 workers stopped work and

‘held a protest meeting. Only after send-
‘ing in its Pasdars and firing into the

workers did the regime manage to hold
the workers back.

In September 1983 the workers in
the Toshiba factory demonstrated and
chanted slogans against the manage-
ment’s announcement that the workers
must do overtime and forced labor
during the War Week.

In the Madar textile factory in 1984
none of the workers agreed to enroll
to build war bridges; and those who
had been forcibly sent to do overtime
went on go-slows.

In June 1984 the workers in the
Sepenta factory refused to sign in to go
to the war fronts and told the Islamic
Republic’s officials: ‘‘Every time you
say this is the last time. But this war has
been continuing for four years.”’

In August 1984 the 1,200 workers in
the General Industry factory stopped

work for a few days. They were demand-
ing the payment of the bonus for the
first four months of the year which had
been cut under the pretext of the war.

In September 1984, the Tide workers,
by staging protests, forced the manage-
ment to pay back part of the workers’
wages which had been deducted in the
name of the war.

In December 1984 the workers in the
Arak car factory staged a protest against
the 12-hour shift work which had been
enforced under the pretext of building
the war orders of the Islamic Republic.

The management was forced to change .

the shifts.

In March 198S the workers in the Sha-
hoo factory, which was under the threat
of an air strike, stopped work, demand-
ing that the factory be closed until the
danger of the air strike was over.

Among the workers’ protests against
the hardships of the war in 1984-85 we
must also recall the bloody and ex-
tensive strike of the Fomenat textile
workers in the city of Rasht in July this
year, during which the workers pro-

tested against the deduction of one
day’s wage for the war.

In the workers’ struggles against the
war and its resultant hardships, what
imperatively and immediately stands
before the workers’ movement is that
the workers everywhere must, relying
on their united power, take up the
slogan ‘‘immediate end to the war.”
The time when the call for the imme-
diate ending of the war is raised rever-
berantly and in unison from the facto-
ries, industries and workers’ strikes
and assemblies, not only will the work-
ers’ movement have engaged in the
most effective struggle against the Is-
lamic Republic’s war impositions, but
the revolutionizing power of the united
workers for imposing the ending of the
war will mobilize the immense masses
of the people, who can stand no more of
this war, for a decisive and effective
struggle against the war and the Is-
lamic Republic! O

CONTRAS
Continued from page 14

more cash. The reactionaries in Hon-
duras, for example, are demanding that
the Reaganites carry through with an
additional $80 million bribe (‘‘economic
aid’’ that passed various votes in Con-
gress but got lost in the rush to ad-
journ before the 1986 elections).

And, in the U.S., the masses of peo-
ple detest the contra thugs. (The con-
tras have previusly been drilled in
out-of-the-way spots in Florida, but un-

~ officially and in secrecy.) Protests have
occurred against each step of the*CIA
war on Nicaragua, from the trade em-
bargo and the aid to the contras to the
National Guard exercises along the
Nicaraguan border. This October and
November people participated in over
600 events, in 68 cities across the U.S.,
to protest the new aid to the contras.
On October 12 a particularly militant
demonstration occurred in San Fran-
cisco where protesters ripped the

clothes of the top contra leaders and
spat on them as they attempted to hold
a fundraiser there. (See accompanying
article.)

The Reagan administration has ex-
pressed concern that the training site(s)
for the contras be in a remote area, far
from any population center, so as to re-
duce the risk of popular protests. The
Reaganites are right to be concerned.
Such training of thugs to commit ag-
gression against our class brothers in
Nicaragua is an insult and a challenge
to all working and. progressive people
in the U.S. It will prove another target
of the mass struggle against the Viet
Nam-style war on Nicaragua.

Down with the contra training!

Expose the role of the Republican and
Democratic Parties in sponsoring the
contras!

Organize and participate in mass
protests against U.S. aggression In
Central America! =

PHILIPPINES ,
Continued from page 20

their resignation.

While the immediate aspirations of
Enrile and his clique have been foiled,
the coup and its aftermath brought
Aquino much closer to the military
establishment. The U.S. bourgeois
press was lavish in its praise for
Aquino’s ‘‘decisive action” because it
now clears the way to ‘‘get on with the
war’’ against the'Teft. - S

The U.S. media also showered praise
on General Ramos, whom they pictured
as a “‘principled, professional’’ military
man ‘‘above politics.”” But in fact
Ramos was one of Marcos’ most trusted
and most efficient counterrevolutionary
butchers, the man who organized the
brutal local constabularies. It should
also be remembered that it was Ramos
who delivered Enrile’s ultimatums to
Aquino.

The new defense minister, General
Ileto, is a good friend of Ramos (but

also, it should be noted, a good friend
of Enrile). Ileto’s main credentials for
the post come from his experience in
fighting the Huk rebellion of the 1950’s;
Ileto organized the small-unit ranger
squads that murdered revolutionaries.
Thus the “‘good ole boys’’ of Filipino -
bourgeois politics, despite their faction-
al infighting, have come to an agree-

‘ment on how to prosecute their war

against the toilers. Personalities like
Marcos and Enrile come and go, but the
reactionary policy remains the same.
Real change for the toilers will not come
until their own movement, independent
of the bourgeois liberals, rises up to
smash the entire rule of the exploiters.
a
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‘Down with the Reaganite criminals!’

Continued from front page

course have been shuffled over. That it
wasn’t, that things unraveled, must
have to do with the fact there are people
in high places who want to see some of
-the ugly details brought out in the open.
There is obviously friction in ruling
capitalist circles. Over what agenda?
That story is yet to surface. But one
thing you can bet, it’s not to change any
of the essentials of Reagan’s policies.
There will be hue and cry about laws
broken, and about proper consultations,
chains of command, and so forth — but
there will be no challenge to the essen-
tials of Reaganite reaction.

The White House and Reagan
loyalists are busy with damage control.
Some of the chief Democrats, like Sam
Nunn and Daniel Moynihan, are lining
up to advise Reagan on how best to save
his rear — the president must be
defended, they say. After all, his
policies must be preserved. Others are
making fiercer noises, but it won’t go
very far.

One thing you can be sure of. The
capitalist press and politicians are not
going to go after Reaganism.

After all, look at the big hoopla
they’re making over this scandal. True,
it’s a scandal. But what’s new? Is it new
that he sends arms to a reactionary
government? Nonsense. Is it new that
he figures out creative sources to fund
the contras? Not at all.

The fact of the matter is that Reagan-
ism has been one long scandal for six
years. Reagan has been on a reactionary
crusade all along. He has been a
hypocrite and a liar all along. And the
press and politicians have known it. But
they have groomed the image of a
Teflon president — the Great Com-
municator. This is because the media
moguls and the politicians of both
capitalist parties support Reagan’s anti-
worker reactionary agenda.

Over the years, Reagan has thrown
up a thousand scandals on which he
could have been crusaded against. Let’s

NICARAGUA
Continued from page 15

to try to consolidate its control over the
.metal-mechanical industry and to
eliminate independent local union
leaderships such as the one at Metasa.
FO has reaffirmed its support for the

just recall a few:

~ ® On Nicaragua, the real scandal
isn’t just some 1ilegal skimming off of
funds for the contras, but the entire con-
tra war itself. Here’s a giant super-
power backing an army of murderers
and rapists to ravage three million
people in Central America, whose crime
was that they dared to overthrow a U.S.-
backed dictator. Andean one forget the
mining of Nicaragua’s harbors, or the
CIA writing a murder manual for the
contras?

® Reagan has openly and shame-
lessly supported the racist regime in
South Africa. He supports dictators and
fascists the world over. A few years ago,
he even traveled to Bitburg, West Ger-
many, to pay homage to dead Nazi SS
stormtroopers.

® Reagan claims that he’s made
America prosperous. But there are more
than ten million unemployed, and the
poverty rolls today include a larger
number of people than ever. The grow-
ing number of homeless people on the
streets is itself one huge scandal for
this, the richest of countries.

@ Reagan came to office with claims
that he’s for getting government ‘‘off
the backs”’ of the people. But the people
are saddled with a bigger than ever Pen-
tagon, while it is business which gets
the go-ahead for cutting back on meager
safety and environmental regulations.
Meanwhile, Reagan has also unleashed
the intelligence squads on the masses,
he wants to begin mandatory drug test-
ing" of the workers, he’s beefed up the
border patrols, and so on.

® There is the claim that the Reagan
administration is honest and clean. But
this government has had a hell of a lot of
its figures charged with criminal activity
and sent to jail. Who can forget, for in-
stance, the string of dead witnesses in
the investigation of former Labor
Secretary Donovan?

@® As for lies, every single speech,
every press conference that Reagan’s
given has been chock full of them.
Indeed, Reagan gets so tangled up in

local union leadership at Metasa, as
long as it continues to respond to the
workers’ needs. FO is also calling on all
the metal workers to give their support
to the Metasa workers and to open a
common discussion on the rights and in-
terests of the workers in each plant and
in the industry as a whole. (|

@

A campaign to promote workers’ press

The Marxist-Leninist Youth of
Nicaragua has launched a campaign for
the promotion of Prensa Proletaria, the
newspaper of the MLPN (MAP-ML.)
The campaign, initiated in August, is
oriented towards guaranteeing the dis-
tribution of the paper in different sec-
tors, the establishment of permanent

sales stands, the sales of subscriptions,
and days of sales.

At present there are permanent sales
stands in 5 locations in Managua. The
campaign, designated ‘‘For the
strengthening of the workers’ press in
Nicaragual,”” will continue throughout
the rest of the year. i

Repression against working class leader

The workers at the liquor factory,
Compania Licorera, in Chichigalpa,
owned by millionaire Pellas, have been
undergoing repression and reprisals
against their struggle for economic

demands and trade union democracy.
Recently the Sandinista-appointed
management and the CST (Sandinista
union center) leaders in the plant have
tried to fire the militant worker and

Support the Nicaraguan workers’ press!

The Nicaraguan working people
need our help against U.S. Imperial-
Ist aggression. The MLP Is organ-
izing material aid through the
Campaign for the Nicaraguan
Workers’ Press. In defiance of Rea-
gan’s blockade, the Campaign is
sending much needed printing
materials and supplies to assist
the Marxist-Leninist Party of Nica-
ragua (MAP/ML) and its Workers
Front trade union center to buiid
the workers’ press. Send letters of
support and contributions to:

é\z" S
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Campaign for
Nicaraguan Workers' Press
P.0O.Box 30272  Jefferson Stn.

Chicago, IL 80830

SHULTZ,
MORE TAPE 1

his lies that his staff has to later bail him
out by issuing ‘‘clarifications.”’

With the latest scandal, the press and
the Democrats want to swamp the
masses in a thousand details. They want
to focus on narrow issues of legality and
whether proper people were consuited
or not. They will not fight the ad-
ministration on the substantial issues.

There is a lot of sound and fury in
Washington today. But the workers and
progressive people cannot expect the

union representative, Rodrigo Parrales,
due to his leading role in championing

‘the workers’ demands and his affiliation

with the MLPN and its union center, FO
(Workers’ Front).

Previously the management and
union officials fired Rigo’s brother,
Julio Parrales, for the same reasons. So
far they have not succeeded in firing
comrade Rigo, partly because of their
own clumsiness, and partly because of
the strong support for him from his fel-
low workers, who have chosen him as
their leader.

The bureaucracy at the licorera has
used various methods to try to get rid of
Rigo, including blackmail, physical har-
assment and threats on his life. The
most recent is the following. Rigo was
called into the military reserves. In ac-
cordance with the orientation of the
MLPN for the working class to put
itself at the head of the military defense
for the development of the revolution,
the comrade reported for training. How-
ever, the Sandinista authorities, noting
his-political affiliation to the MLPN, dis-
qualified him from service claiming he
had "ideological differences” which
supposedly could not be permitted in
the military.

The Sandinistas expelled Rigo, but
failed to provide him with any proof of
demobilization. When he returned to
the factory for work, he was told he
could not be reinstated without this
document. The comrade was forced to
go to the Ministry of Labor to denounce
this chain of events which was threaten-
ing to get him fired from his job. Finally
he received his demobilization slip.

A few days after returning to work, he
was falsely accused by the management
of drinking at his work station. Due to
the pressure of his coworkers he was not
fired, but suspended for 15 days without

pay.

gO?U'&-’RCAN WE
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All the king’s horses and all the king’s men...

Democrats to combat Reaganism. We
do need the truth, we do need the full
exposure of the Reaganite crimes, and

‘we do need to stand up and fight against

the Reaganite offensive. But this is up
to us.

Let the class conscious workers and
progressive activists use this time of
crisis in the White House to spread the
truth against Reaganism to the widest
sections of the working people. .

FO called on the workers- to rally
around the comrade, and also
demanded that the local Ministry of
Labor intervene in the case. The
Chinandega Ministry of Labor made an
investigation and could find no evidence
that Rigo had been drinking. Thus the
Ministry of Labor could not enforce the
punishment for the original charge. In-
stead they called for a 5 day suspension
without pay for the false accusation of
being absent from his work area. If Rigo
wasn’t in his work area, then why didn’t
management accuse him of this in the
first place, instead of claiming he was
drinking at his work station?

The Ministry of Labor’s charge on ab-
sence from the work area was quite
deliberate, because Rigo is a union
steward and needs mobility within the
plant. Now he must limit his mobility in
union organizing activities or be fired.

Rigo’s case has been very instructive
for the liquor workers concerning the
bankruptcy of the mangement and CST
leadership. He is continuing to stand up
for the workers’ demands and to expose
the dishonest methods being used to
suppress their struggles.

Comrade Rigo personifies the right of
the Nicaraguan working class to work,
to struggle independent of the manage-
ment and the state mixed economy, to
adopt its own ideology — Marxism-
Leninism, as well as for the base to elect
its own leaders. The struggle for these
rights unfolds daily in the licorera.

The MLPN and FO denounce the
repression against Rigo and demand
guarantees for his person and his
family. His firing, under whatever
pretext, will be one more proof for the
working class of the bankruptcy of the
CST and the Sandinista state, and a sig-
nal for further struggle by the advanced
proletariat. O
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is dotted with huge chemical plants
owned by the chemical monopolies from
Switzerland, Germany, Holland and
the U.S. And every one of these monop-
olies has had poisonous spills into the
Rhine over the years. -

Indeed, right after the Basel accident,
the herbicide atrazine was discovered
in the Rhine in Germany — a chemical
not produced by Sandoz. The Swiss
monopoly Ciba-Geigy came out and ad-
mitted that on the day before the Sandoz
fire, they had secretly leaked 105.gal-
lons of atrazine into the river.

The chemical disaster in Basel shows

I

Sarney hikes prices;

the insanity of capitalist production’

" The cleanup us chemicals at the Sandoz plant.

which allows a few filthy rich individu-
als, who only care about maximizing
their own profits, to organize and run
the large-scale industries which affect
the lives of millions. Concerned only
with the fast buck, the -capitalists
neglect the health and safety pre-
cautions in their industrial plants.
And they fight like mad against any
imposition of safety standards or
emergency procedures.

This rotten state of affairs high-
lights the need for the overthrow of
this savage system for profit. It shows
the urgent need for socialism, a system
where control of production passes
into the hands of the working class.

thousands clash with police

On November 27, thousands of work-
ers and students demonstrated outside
the presidential palace in Brasilia.
This was the fiercest, and one of the
largest, anti-government protests in
Brazil since the end of military rule last

ear. The demonstration was called to
protest the Sarney government’s new
price and tax increases, announced on
November 21.

At the demonstration the crowd

chanted anti-government slogans for
. hours as hundreds of police held them
back from the palace. Near the end of
the demonstration police attacked the

protesters with clubs and tear gas. The

protesters responded with firebombs
which destroyed 13 police vehicles.

In a nationwide radio broadcast the
next day, Sarney stood by his austerity

measures and defended repression -

against the protesters. After hypo-
critically claiming that his regime re-
spected dissent, he declared that ‘‘in
my duty to defend peace, I cannot toler-
abuse in th

Mass actions

Plainclothes police attack protester at demonstration in Brasilia, November 27.
el ek

greement.”’

Sarney’s new austerity plan has be-
come a big scandal in Brazil.

Earlier this year, the Brazilian presi-
dent had introduced some price controls
which had won him a certain amount of
support; but Sarney did not go far
enough to satisfy the workers’ demands
for protection from high inflation.

Sarney and his party campaigned on
the basis of this popularity for the
elections to Congress and state govern-
orships that were just held on November
15. They swept the elections. And only
a week later, Sarney announced his
price and tax hikes! The masses quite
justly feel that they have been swindled.
Brazil’s election tribunal has received
many calls from people asking whether
they can change their vote.

The protest at the presidential palace
is a sign of the new, fighting mood of
the working masses against the liberal
government. There is talk of a general
strike from the trade unions. O

pression of disa-

in the teeth of South Korean repression

In the past couple of months, student
activists centered in the universities of
South Korea have launched a new series
. of mass actions against the Chun dic-

tatorship. The reply of the U.S.-backed

tyrant has been more repression against
the opposition. -

In the meantime, the activities of the
liberal opposition politicians in South
Korea have reached new lows. Chun’s
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Militant protostvagalnst the Chun dictatorship.

repression has hit some liberals too. But
the politicians of the New Korea Demo-
cratic Party (NKDP) have been busy
trying to smother the mass struggles
and continue their negotiations with dic-
tator Chun Doo Hwan.

Protests Expose the Asian Games

In September the South Korean gov-
ernment hosted the Asian Games. This
was a trial run in preparation for hosting
the Olympic Games in 1988. The gov-
ernment’s purpose in hosting these
games is to whip up South Korean

-chauvinism domestically, while adver-

tising to the world how ‘‘democratic”’
and ‘‘stable’’ the government is.

During the games the NKDP liberals
called a political truce to avoid any
negative publicity about the South
Korean government. But students on
many campuses held demonstrations
against the games. The Chun regime
surrounded the campuses with riot
police and flooded the streets of Seoul
with troops. Visitors to the games got a
first-hand glimpse of the regime’s
‘“democratization’’ and ‘‘stability’’ as
students fought off tear gas attacks of
riot police with rocks and molotov cock-
tails. :

Chun Goes on
Anti-Communist Crusade

In the month after the games, Chun
went on a campaign of repression
against all opponents of the regime. In
this he used the standard South Korean
government accusations against its op-
ponents of being ‘‘North Korean
agents.”’

This campaign reached right inside
the National Assembly after an NKDP
representative, Yoo Sung Kwan, gave a
speech on October 17 in which he said
Chun should worry less about com-
munism and more about uniting the
country. Chun said these statements

- reflect the North Koreans’ line, and sent

policemen to arrest the Assemblyman.
When other liberal Assemblymen tried
to shield the man from atrest, Chun sent
an additional 1,000 riot policemen into
the National Assembly to clear away the

legislators and arrest Yoo. He was -

charged with violating the National
Security Law.

What is amazing about this incident is
that, even after such a vicious attack,
the NKDP legislators still continue to
serve faithfully in the National As-
sembly and are trying to carry on nego-
tiations with Chun. :

In another incidént, on October 27,
government prosecutors announced
they were seeking the arrest of 101 labor
organizers who were alleged to be af-
filiated in a network of 20 cells aiming to
unite in a new Marxist-Leninist party.
The only evidence given against the or-
ganizers so far was that a copy of a book
by Lenin on trade unions was found in
their possession.

This shows the rabid anti-communist
paranoia of the South Korean govern-
ment, which forbids anyone from
owning or looking at Marxist literature.

| %

At the same time, it shows that labor ac-
tivists in South Korea are looking in the
right place for guidance on how to build
up their movement.

Campus Revolt

The day after the government an-
nounced this roundup of labor or-
ganizers, two thousand students from
27 campuses met at Kunkook University
in Seoul to announce the formation of a
new organization to ‘‘fight against dic-
tatorship and foreign intervention.”” At
the founding rally, effigies of Chun,
Reagan and Japanese prime minister
Nakasone were burned. Posters and
slogans called for the removal of U.S.
troops and nuclear weapons from
Korea.

The students then tried to march off
campus into the city but were stopped
by a force of 3,500 riot police who at-
tacked them with tear gas. The students
responded with rocks and molotov ‘cock-
tails, then returned to the campus and
occupied five buildings. The students
issued a statement saying they would
hold the buildings until some students
recently arrested by the government
were released. The police cut off water
and electricity to the buildings and tried
to starve out the students.

After two days the students still held
the buildings, and the police brought in
liberal leaders to try and talk the stu-

‘dents into surrendering. When this did

not work, the police launched an all-out
assault with 8,000 troops while helicop-
ters dropped tear gas bombs on the stu-
dents. In the battle a number of stu-
dents were badly injured, but they also
inflicted scores of casualties on the riot
police. Nearly 1,300 students were ar-
rested, and the government said it
would try them under the National
Security Law.

These incidents show that despite the
fierce repression of Chun’s regime the
fighting spirit of the activists in South
Korea remains high. And they appear to
be expanding their organization. Today
we get reports of a new anti-dictatorship
mass organization. A few months ear-
lier, there were reports of a widespread.
network of circles to study Marxist-
Leninist literature. While we still do not
know how much clarity the activists
have arrived at in their study of Marx-
ism, these are signs of progress.
Struggle, organization, and revolution-
ary theory — these are the essential in-
gredients to develop the movement. [J
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Béngalis protest new ‘democracy’

of military tyrant

On November 10 the government of
Lt. General Ershad declared the end of
four years of martial law in Bangladesh.
But this fraud was immediately met
with militant denunciations by the
masses who want real freedom. The
people of Bangladesh are very dubious
of the General’s new ‘‘democracy.”’

During its rule, the martial law
regime has faced repeated upsurges of
struggle by the working people. To sta-
bilize his rule, Ershad decided this year
to carry out a much-advertised return to
democracy. But before agreeing to
withdraw military rule, he first had him-
self elected president of the new
“‘civilian’’ government — in elections

marked by widespread fraud and little -

voter interest. Ershad also codified his
powers as chief martial law ad-
ministrator  into

shad had a law adopted granting im-

powers of the
presidency. Then, just to make sure, Er-

munity to the generals for anything they
might have done during four years of
repressive rule.

On the day martial law ended, pro-
tests against Ershad erupted in Dacca,
the capital city. Thousands of demon-
strators  battled police, hurling
firebombs and setting buses ablaze. The
protesters wounded 34 policemen while
suffering 100 casualties themselves.

These demonstrations indicate the
mood of the Bengali toilers as Ershad
tries to legitimize his tyrannical rule as
‘‘democracy.”” The workers and
peasants of Bangladesh have a long his-
tory of fighting military despots — both
when they rule under direct martial law

or through a civilian facelift. The fight.
against reaction and poverty will con-

tinue to develop. Only by crowning their
struggles with the overthrow of the rule
of the exploiters will the toilers realize
what they long for. O

Haitian workers demand ouster

of ‘Namphy’s junta

A recent wave of mass actions in Haiti
shows that the Haitian toilers are get-
ting fed up with the regime of General
Namphy and are burning to push for-
ward their struggles against reaction
and poverty.

As the mass movement in Haiti ebbed
somewhat in late summer and early fall,
some Duvalierist reactionaries thought
it opportune to begin a comeback. On
October 30 the formation of a new politi-
cal party called PREN, the Party of Na-
tional Togetherness, was announced.
This party was composed entirely of
former Duvalier officials hoping to re-
establish their former rule.

But the Duvalierists were wrong in
thinking they could so openly begin a
comeback. As soon as the masses heard
about PREN, large demonstrations
broke out in Port-au-Prince and a half
dozen other cities. The masses not only
denounced PREN, but also General

Masslvé ‘anti-govornmont dombnstratlon in Porf-a

u-Prince on November 7.
Namphy’s government for allowing
these fascist scum to organize. On
November 7 there was a demonstration
of 80,000 people in the streets of the
capital. This was the largest demonstra-
tion since the fall of Duvalier, and burn-
ing barricades went on long into the
night. A strike of transport workers also
paralyzed Port-au-Prince on November
6.

After the protests spread to Gonaives
and other cities the second week of
November, the leaders of PREN an-
nounced they were dissolving their or-
ganization. At the same time General
Namphy went on TV to announce the
firing of all of Haiti’s overseas envoys.
He wanted to try and conciliate the pro-
testers by showing that he was ridding
the government of Duvalier cronies.
Namphy then departed for Washington
to ask Reagan for aid.

But by this time the movement was

under way again and could not be easily
stopped. The third week of November
brought a two-day general strike on
November 17 and 18. This strike was
called by a coalition of dozens of new
labor unions and opposition political
parties, and demanded the resignation
of Namphy and his junta.

The general strike crippled business
in Port-au-Prince and the surrounding
area. Youths built roadblocks all over
the capital and threw stones at troops
when they came to disperse the pro-
testers. On the first day of the strike
troops fired into the crowds, killing two
and wounding three.

After the Haitian masses brought
down Dubvalier, for a while they focused
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their demands on the ouster of
Duvalier’s closest cronies in the new
government. But as the new regime of
General Namphy has been exposed
more and more, the demand for the

. removal of the entire government has

become louder and louder. In the
general strike of last June the demand
for Namphy’s ouster was voiced by only
some of the toilers, but now it is being
taken up widely. This shows.the grow-
ing maturity and self-confidence of the
movement in Haiti.

Reagan is sending tons of military
supplies to try and prop up Namphy, but
this may not be of much help to the
regime as it becomes more and more ex-
posed among the masses. O

Wave of student proiests in France

A huge protest movement is sweep-

ing through universities. and high
schools in France as a response to a plan
that will make government-run univer-
sities more expensive and harder to get
into. :
The students’ protest is the first
major challenge to the rightist govern-
ment of Prime Minister Jacques Chirac
since it came to power eight months
ago. (In the French political system, al-
though the social-democrat Mitterrand
is still the president, the conservatives
control the government because of the
parliamentary majority they won in this
year’s elections.)

Student strikes and sit-ins have
spread with remarkable speed to more
than half of the 72 major state univer-
sities, and high school students are sup-
porting the movement with boycotts and
demonstrations.

During the last week of November,
university students were holding non-
stop meetings and attending giant daily
assemblies as they built up for a huge
demonstration at the parliament build-
ing on November 27. On November 25
students from 66 high schools boycotted
classes and demonstrated in Paris
demanding the resignation of the
cabinet minister responsible for the new
proposals. On November 26 violence
flared as a demonstration of students

was attacked by a group of right-wing
extremists, with five injured.

And on the 27th, a million demonstra-
tors took to the streets of Paris and S0
other cities. In Paris alone, hundreds of
thousands of university and high school
students marched through the heart of
the capital before converging on the Na-
tional Assembly. They chanted slogans
and carried banners protesting the new
education policy. Banners proclaimed,
‘‘No to elitism and inequality.”’ At one
point during the march, a small band of
right-wing students attacked the dem-
onstrators.

The students are protesting a pro-
gram that would increase tuition fees by
a maximum of $250 and do away with
the system of automatically admitting to
university any student who has com-
pleted the college preparatory academic
program. The government is pushing
these changes under the banner of
“‘higher standards.’’ But students, sup-
ported by many teachers, recognize that
it will restrict access to higher education
for children of the working people.

In the face of the student upheayal, it
appears that the Chirac government has
decided to retreat for the time being. On
November 28, the Education Minister
announced that the new proposal was
being sent back to committee for revi-
sion. 0

Swiss capitalists poison the Rhine

Noisy street demonstrations erupted
across Western Europe the first week of
November in response to a chemical
spill into the Rhine River. The poisoning
occurred as the result of a fire Novem-
ber 1 at the Sandoz AG chemical plant
in Basel, Switzerland.

As firemen sprayed water onto the
fire at the Sandoz plant, 30 tons of
chemicals and dyes were washed into
the river. This included 440 pounds of
mercury, a highly toxic substance.
The result was the immediate death of
all fish in the area around Basel — it is
estimated that half a million fish were
killed almost instantly.

Within a few days mercury levels
were three times normal along the
German-Dutch border, 350 miles from
Basel. It is still not known whether the
mercury is undergoing chemical
changes on the bottom of the river that
could turn it into a particularly deadly
substance. Meanwhile many communi-
ties along the Rhine have had their
water shut off. There are reports of
French sheep dying after drinking
Rhine water.

The Swiss government, protector of
the capitalist monopolies that it is,
tried to minimize the disaster right from
the beginning. It took them one whole
day to raise the proper alarm and even a
day later it didn’t know what poisons
had been spilled. And ironically, the
Swiss government had been one’of the
loudest critics of the Russian bureau-
crats for their shameful record at the
Chernobyl disaster.

Protest marches within days of the
chemical spill included window-smash-
ing incidents in Basel. Marchers in

" demonstrations carried banners saying

““Fish are powerless, we are not.”
Graffiti artists renamed the city ‘‘Cher-
nobasel.”” On November 9 the Sandoz
company and the city fathers of Basel
organized a ‘‘panel discussion’’ on the
disaster to try and calm the masses with
assurances about how safe the Rhine
will be a decade from now. Protesters
crashed the “‘panel discussion’ and
pelted the officials with dead eels and
smelly river water.

The disaster could have been even
worse. Only one building away from the
fire was a storage site for phosgene
gas. This was used as a poison gas in
World War 1 and more recently it
earned notoriety for being one of the
main base ingredients for MIC, the
killer gas at Bhopal. And only 15 meters
away from the fire were tons of highly
explosive Natrium. :

In the wake of the Sandoz disaster,
various facts have emerged about
Sandoz’ criminal safety record at this
plant. The plant lacked vessels to catch
leaking chemicals, automatic sprinklers,
automatic fire and smoke detection
system, etc.

Some of the facts have emerged as
various of the European governments
have pointed fingers at one another, but
the sad truth is that the course of the
Rhine — from Switzerland to Holland —
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