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ASS LINE AND SCIENTIFIC SOCIALISM 
NOTE TO OUR PEADERS: We use t h e term " s c i 
e n t i f i c s o c i a l i s m " t h e same way as many 
comradea use the terra "MarKism-Leninism-
Mao t s e Tung Thought" because we w i s h t o 
emphasize t h e c o n t r i b u t l o n a t o r e v o l u t i o n 
a r y s c i e n c e by such comrades as Ho, Che, 
C a b r a l , George Jaokeon and many o t h e r s . 
T h i s i s t h e accepted p r a c t i c e by many A f r i 
can L l h e r a t l o n movements. However, f o r t h e 
purpose o f c l a r i t y we w ish t o s t a t e t h a t we 
t a k e Q t a l i n over T r o t f l k y and Mao over Khru. 
schev aai d e t e n t e , 

MASS LINE AND SCIENTIFIC SOCIALISM 
Malcolm X was t h e f a t h e r o f modern 

B l a c k r e v o l u t i o n a r y n a t i o n a l i s m . He d e v e l 
oped p o s i t i o n s on many s u b j e c t s , such as 
c a p i t a l i s m , I m p e r i a l i s m , r a c i s m , armed 
s t r u g g l e and r e v o l u t i o n . H i s a n a l y s i s l a i d 
t h e b a s i s f o r t h e r e v o l u t i o n a r y s t r u g g l e o f 
t h e p a st t e n y e a r s . The p r e - ' 7 1 B l a c k Pan
t h e r P a r t y , SNCC, DRUM, A f r i c a n L i b e r a t i o n 
Support Committee, t h e Congress o f A f r i c a n 
Peoples and many o t h e r B l a c k o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
a r e t h e i d e o l o g i c a l h e i r s o f Malcolm x. Ov-
v e r t h e p a st s e v e r a l years we have d e e p l y 
r e f i n e d and extended t h e i d e o l o g y o f r e v o 
l u t i o n a r y n a t i o n a l i s m . 

B l a c k r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s have become f a m i -
l a r w i t h t h e works o f DUBOIS, George j a c k -
son, Fanon, Nkrumah, Toure and t h e g r e a t 
A m l l e a r C a b r a l . Through the s e w r i t e r s we 
have become f a m i l a r w i t h Uncle Ho, Chairman 
Mao, Che, L e n i n and Marx, Ue are l e a r n i n g 
t h e t h e o r y o f S c i e n t i f i c S o c i a l i s m from 
t h e s e g r e a t r e v o l u t i o n a r y t e a c h e r s , and 
we a r e a t t e m p t i n g t o a p p l y t h e concepts o f 
c o n t r a d i c t i o n and d i a l e c t i c a l / h i s t o r i c a l 
m a t e r i a l i s m t o our p r a c t i c e , R e v o l u t i o n a 
r i e s have s u c c e s s f u l l y a p p l i e d t h e t h e o r y 
o f s c i e n t i f i c s o c i a l i s m t o l i b e r a t i o n 
s t r u g g l e s t h r o u g h o u t t h e w o r l d . D u r i n g t h e 
p a s t two y e a r s , t h e m a j o r i t y o f t h e B l a c k 
L i b e r a t i o n Movement has adopted S c i e n t i f i c 
S o c i a l i s m as i t s i d e o l o g y . 

Many B l a c k and T h i r d World o r g a n i z a 
t i o n s , c o l l e c t i v e s and i n d i v i d u a l s have r e 
c e n t l y made t h e l e a p from c u l t u r a l n a t i o n -
a l i s m ( t h e b e l i e f t h a t one's t r a d i t i o n a l 
c u l t u r e w i l l be t h e fundamental f a c t o r i n 
l i b e r a t i o n ) , t o r e v o l u t i o n a r y n a t i o n a l i s m 
( t h e r e c o g n i t i o n t h a t a complete o v e r t u r n 
i n g o f t h e s o c i a l , p o l i t i c a l and economic 
s t r u c t u r e s i s necessary f o r l i b e r a t i o n o f 
an oppressed n a t i o n ) and s c i e n t i f i c s o c i a l -
i s m ( t h e a p p l i c a t i o n o f t h e t h e o r i e s o f con
t r a d i c t i o n and d i a l e c t i c a l / h i s t o r i c a l ma
t e r i a l i s m t o one's s t r u g g l e combined w i t h 
t h e r e c o g n i t i o n t h a t s o c i a l i s m must be t h e 
g o a l ) . The i d e o l o g i c a l m a t u r i n g o f B l a c k 
and o t h e r T h i r d World r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s w i t h 
i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s i s a v e r y good s i g n . 
As A m l l e a r C a b r a l stated,"we would r e c a l l 
t h a t e v e r y p r a c t i c e produces a t h e o r y , and 
t h a t i f i t i s t r u e t h a t r e v o l u t i o n can f a i l 
even though i t be based on p e r f e c t l y con
c e i v e d t h e o r i e s , nobody has y e t made a suc
c e s s f u l r e v o l u t i o n w i t h o u t a r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
t h e o r y . " 

However, whenever we move t o a new l e v 
e l , new problems o c c u r . We have observed 
t h a t many o f o u r b r o t h e r s and s i s t e r s who 
have r e c e n t l y embraced s c i e n t i f i c s o c i a l i s m 
a r e a p p l y i n g i t i n an u n c r e a t i v e way and 
a r e l o s i n g t h e i r t i e s w i t h t h e masses. 
These two problems(dogmatism o r u n c r e a t i v -
i t y and poor mass l i n e o r l o s i n g t o u c h w i t h 
t h e masses) express themselves i n two ways. 
One way i s t h a t t h e s i s t e r s and b r o t h e r s 
have a poor s t y l e o f work. Secondly, s i s 
t e r s and b r o t h e r s b e g i n t o l o s e t h e i r grasp 
o f t h e e s s e n t i a l i s s u e s c o n c e r n i n g t h e i r 
p e o p l e . 

A poor s t y l e o f work u s u a l l y comes from 
and leads t o i s o l a t i o n from t h e p e o p l e . One 
example o f a poor s t y l e o f work i s t h a t , 
when r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s ' d i s c o v e r ' s c i e n t i f i c 
s o c i a l i s m , t h e y become wrapped up i n t h e 
language o f Marx, Mao, L e n i n , e t c . The l a n 
guage o f s c i e n t i f i c s o c i a l i s m i s s c i e n t i f i c 
and can be v e r y d i f f i c u l t t o u n d e r s t a n d . 
O f t e n when we use t h i s language t o t a l k t o 
t h e masses o f p e o p l e , we end up c o n f u s i n g 
them and n o t g e t t i n g our message a c r o s s . 
L i k e many i n t e l l e c t u a l s , we m y s t i f y them by 
u s i n g c o m p l i c a t e d language t o e x p l a i n t h e 
b a s i c a l l y s i m p l e i d e a s o f r e v o l u t i o n . The 
g enius o f Malcolm X was t h a t he c o u l d t a k e 
concepts r e l a t i n g t o B l a c k people's oppres
s i o n and r e v o l u t i o n and t r a n s l a t e them i n t o 
t h e language o f t h e B l a c k masses. He d e a l t 
w i t h s u b j e c t s such as t h e s t r u g g l e between 
Russia and China, t h e p e n e t r a t i o n o f U.S. 
c a p i t a l i s m i n t o t h e USSR and t h e r e l a t i o n 

s h i p o f t h e n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n s t r u g g l e s 
o f t h e T h i r d World t o t h e l i v e s o f B l a c k 
p e o p l e i n language we c o u l d u n d e r s t a n d . 
Now, many r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s t a l k a b o u t , "con
t r a d i c t i o n and d e t e n t e between t h e two su
p e r powers" and " t h e S i n o - S o v i e t d i s p u t e . " 
We must always remember who a r e our a u d i 
ence i s and p r e p a r e our message i n a s u i t 
a b l e f o r m . As Mao says, we must "shoot t h e 
a r r o w a t t h e t a r g e t . " 

A nother example o f bad s t y l e a f work 
and m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f mass l i n e I s t h a t 
n ewly fiociflliet cadre p u t such an emphasis 
on s t u d y and i n t e r n a l development t h a t t h e y 
become i s o l a t e d from t h e community and I t s 
s t r u g g l e s . An example o f extreme i s o l a t i o n 
i s p r o v i d e d by one B l a c k o r g a n i z a t i o n w h i c h 
s e v e r a l years ago had an e x c e l l e n t base a-
mong B l a c k workers and t h e conmunity. They 
have grown p r o g r e s s i v e l y more i s o l a t e d from 
t h e p e o p l e . They have f o r g o t t e n t h e n a t i o n 
a l i s t s p i r i t o f t h e p e o p l e ( t h e y a r e now 
h a l f w h i t e ) and a r e d o i n g v e r y l i t t l e work 
i n B l a c k community s t r u g g l e s . They sent 
w h i t e cadre t o address a forum i n Watts 
t h e y h e l d on B l a c k L i b e r a t i o n , Needless t o 
say, t h e cadre c o u l d n o t h a n d le t h e ques
t i o n s p u t t o him by t h e a u d i e n c e . Many i n 
t h e audience f e l t i n s u l t e d and became t u r n 
ed o f f t o " B l a c k s o c i a l i s t " o r g a n i z a t i o n s . 
T h i s group's newspaper i s b a s i c a l l y unread
a b l e I n b o t h s t y l e and c o n t e n t . Now t h e y 
a r e s p l i t t i n g up i n t o many s m a l l p i e c e s , A 
m i l d e r example o f t h e same problem i s p r o 
v i d e d by groups w h i c h schedule meetings 
w i t h t h e masses on weekend n i g h t s . The 
g r e a t m a j o r i t y o f B l a c k w o r k e r s a r e n o t I n 
t e r e s t e d i n forums, s t u d y groups, e t c . on 
S aturday n i g h t . R e v o l u t i o n a r i e s must go ev
er deeper i n t o t h e masses o f people and be
come one w i t h them. T h i s I s even t r u e on 
t h e weekend. A b e t t e r a l t e r n a t i v e , w hich 
has worked s u c c e s s f u l l y i n many T h i r d World 
communities i s t o p r o v i d e a c u l t u r a l a l t e r 
n a t i v e on t h e weekends which i n c l u d e s b o t h 
p o l i t i c a l c o n t e n t and p a r t y i n g . 
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Not u n d e r s t a n d i n g which i s s u e s a r e 
most i m p o r t a n t t o t h e p e o p le i s an e q u a l l y 
c r i t i c a l p roblem. Some b r o t h e r s and s i s t e r s 
have t o l d us t h a t a n y t i m e you t a l k t o t h e 
p e o p l e you must r a i s e t h e i s s u e o f " s o c i a l 
I m p e r i a l i s m and r e v i s i o n s " and t h a t p o l i c e 
b r u t a l i t y s t r u g g l e s a r e n o t i m p o r t a n t t o 
work i n because t h e y a r e n o t w o r k i n g c l a s s . 
T h i s i s an e x t r e m e l y dogmatic and u n f l e x i -
b l e a t t i t u d e t o ward w o r k i n g w i t h t h e p e o p l e . 
Doing work among t h e masses i n v o l v e s t a k i n g 
t h e i r i d e a s , o r g a n i z i n g and c o n c e n t r a t i n g 
them and t h e n t a k i n g them back t o t h e peo
p l e f o r e v a l u a t i o n and a c t i o n . On one hand, 
any r e v o l u t i o n a r y i n a T h i r d World communi
t y w i t h good t i e s w i t h t h e p e o p le knows 
t h a t t h e i s s u e o f p o l i c e b r u t a l i t y i s one 
o f t h e two o r t h r e e most i m p o r t a n t concerns 
o f oppressed p e o p l e s . On t h e o t h e r hand, we 
have o f t e n been t o l d by p r o g r e s s i v e w o r k e r s 
and community members t h a t t h e y do n o t see 
t h e d i r e c t r e l a t i o n o f t h e S i n o - S o v i e t d i s 
p u t e t o many o f our s t r u g g l e s . The masses 
a r e concerned w i t h c o n c r e t e i s s u e s such as 
h e a l t h , h o u s i n g , j o b s , r a c i s m and p o l i c e 
b r u t a l i t y . I t i s e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y narrow-
minded t o say t h a t we must always t a l k a-
bout s o c i a l i m p e r i a l i s m w h i l e n o t r e c o g n i 
z i n g t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f a n t i - b r u t a l i t y com
m u n i t y s t r u g g l e s . We must shoot our arrows 
a t t h e t a r g e t I 

A n o t h e r example o f n o t g r a s p i n g what i s 
e s s e n t i a l i s t h a t many r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s when 
a t t e m p t i n g t o b r i n g r e v o l u t i o n a r y s c i e n c e 
t o mass s t r u g g l e s o f t e n r e l y on l o n g pas
sages from Marx, S t a l i n and o t h e r s . These 
passages, which a r e o f t e n out o f c o n t e x t , 
u s u a l l y confuse more t h a n t h e y c l a r i f y . 
F u r t h e r m o r e , we must r e a l i z e t h a t t h e mas
ses, due t o b r a i n w a s h i n g o f t h e b o u r g e o i s i e 
and o p p o r t u n i s t s , a r e o f t e n o p e n l y h o s t i l e 
t o t h e t e a c h i n g s o f 'communists'. We t h i n k 
t h a t , uhQn w o r k i n g i n s t r u g g l e s i n v o l v i n g 
m i d d l e and backward as w e l l as advanced e-
l e m e n t s , i t i s b e t t e r t o use t h e p e o p l e s ' 
heros t o make t h e same p o i n t s . The t e a c h 
i n g s o f Malcolm X, George Jackson, Frede
r i c k Douglass, A m l l e a r C a b r a l and many o t h 
ers a r e r i c h i n r e v o l u t i o n a r y c o n t e n t and 
a p p l i c a b i l i t y t o our l i b e r a t i o n s t r u g g l e . 
I n f a c t , p r a c t i c e has shown t h a t p r o g r e s 
s i v e b r o t h e r s and s i s t e r s a r e i n t r o d u c e d 
t o s c i e n t i f i c s o c i a l i s m from t h e s t a n d p o i n t 
o f r e v o l u t i o n a r y n a t i o n a l i s m . When i n t r o 
duced c o r r e c t l y , p r o g r e s s i v e b r o t h e r s and 
s i s t e r s embrace w h o l e h e a r t e d l y t h e work o f 
r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s from t h r o u g h o u t t h e w o r l d . 
I f f o r c e d on them, t h e y w i l l be h o s t i l e t o 
s t u d y i n g s c i e n t i f i c s o c i a l i s m f o r some t i m e 
t o come. 

I B I i 
F i n a l l y we must t r y t o f i g u r e out why 

t h e s e problems a r e so common. F i r s t we must 
r e a l i z e t h a t many r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s who have 
r e c e n t l y begun s t u d y i n g s c i e n t i f i c s o c i a l 
ism come from a s t u d e n t background. These 
b r o t h e r s and s i s t e r s b r i n g w i t h them many 
o f t h e bad h a b i t s t h a t a r e t y p i c a l o f i n 
t e l l e c t u a l s and t h o s e from m i d d l e c l a s s 
( p e t t y b o u r g e o i s ) backgrounds. These bad 
t r a i t s I n c l u d e n o t u s i n g t h e language o f 
t h e p e o p l e , a l i e n a t i o n from t h e p e o p le and 
t e n d e n c i e s toward e l i t i s m . B r o t h e r C a b r a l 
d e s c r i b e s t h e problems o f i n t e l l e c t u a l s , 
s t u d e n t s and t h e p e t t y b o u r g e o i s i e i n h i s 
book. R e t u r n t o t h e Source, We have o f t e n 
found t h a t i t i s u s e f u l f o r t h e s i s t e r s and 
b r o t h e r s t o work among t h e masses f o r a 
l o n g p e r i o d o f t i m e so t h a t t h e y can r e -
l e a r n t h e ways and a t t i t u d e s o f t h e p e o p l e . 
Where p o s s i b l e i n t h e s e d e p r e s s i o n t i m e s i t 
i s u s e f u l f o r t h e s e comrades t o a t t e m p t t o 
f i n d and h o l d j o b s t h a t do not r e l y on 
t h e i r p e t t y b o u r g e o i s s k i l l s . These have 
been e f f e c t i v e ways o f f i g h t i n g t h e i s o l a 
t i o n o f t h e i n t e l l e c t u a l s and p e t t y bour
g e o i s c l a s s e s . 

A n o t h e r common e r r o r which l e a d s t o 
problems we have been d i s c u s s i n g i s v i e w i n g 
s c i e n t i f i c s o c i a l i s m as a m i r a c l e - w o r k i n g 
d e v i c e t h a t can a u t o m a t i c a l l y s o l v e a l l our 
p roblems. We a r e a l l f a m i l a r w i t h ' r e v o l u 
t i o n a r i e s ' who can quote o t h e r r e v o l u t i o n 
a r i e s as e l o q u e n t l y as any B l a c k p r e a c h e r 
q u o t i n g t h e b i b l e on Sunday m o r n i n g . Yet 
t h e s e comrades do n o t seem a b l e t o B olve 
problems o r do work. T h i s i s c a l l e d "book 
w o r s h i p " . No book, be i t t h e b i b l e o r Marx 
can p r o v i d e easy answers. S c i e n t i f i c s o c i 
a l i s m i s a g u i d e t o a c t i o n , a method o f 
v i e w i n g t h e work and s o l v i n g problems. I t 
i s t h e summation o f over a hundred y e a r s o f 
w o r l d r e v o l u t i o n d i s t i l l e d i n t o u n i v e r s a l 
p r i n c i p l e s . Every r e v o l u t i o n a r y l e a d e r has 
emphasized t h a t t h e s e p r i n c i p l e s must be 
c r e a t i v e l y a p p l i e d t o t h e c o n c r e t e c o n d i 
t i o n s o f any g i v e n l i b e r a t i o n s t r u g g l e . The 
c o n c r e t e a n a l y s i s o f c o n c r e t e c o n d i t i o n s 
has always been a t t h e h e a r t o f t h e s c i e n 
t i f i c s o c i a l i s t method o f work, 

Mao sums up t h e r o l e o f c a d r e , c o r r e c t 
s t y l e o f work and mass l i n e , " T w e n t y - f o u r 
y e a r s o f e x p e r i e n c e t e l l us t h a t t h e r i g h t 
t a s k , p o l i c y and s t y l e o f work i n v a r i a b l y 
conform w i t h t h e demands o f t h e masses a t 
a g i v e n t i m e and p l a c e and i n v a r i a b l y s t r e n -
g h t e n our t i e s w i t h t h e masses, and t h e 
wrong t a s k , p o l i c y and s t y l e o f work i n v a r 
i a b l y d i s a g r e e w i t h t h e demands o f t h e mas
ses a t a g i v e n t i m e and p l a c e and i n v a r i a 
b l y a l i e n a t e us from t h e masses. The reason 
why such e v i l s as dogmatism, e m p i r i c i s m , 
commandism, t a i l i s m , s e c t a r i a n i s m , bureau
c r a c y and an a r r o g a n t a t t i t u d e i n work a r e 
d e f i n i t e l y h a r m f u l and i n t o l e r a b l e , and why 
anyone s u f f e r i n g from t h e s e m a l a d i e s must 
overcome them, i s t h a t t h e y a l i e n a t e us 
from t h e masses." 

A LUTA CONTINUA 
Seize t h e Time 




