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A.n A!.lrroanh t.o L~n:l.r.'·-R Selectee. ~:ork:c i j 
T ---, 

WhP.t chnractc;.rizes nll und 2!2!1. volumcof Lenin's t~orks io 
i 
I 
I 
i 
! ill:lx~illlllRb!IIU: the_ -~S!.f! whl.ch so concretely combines the three 

constituent elements of r.-:arxis:n, th1.t iG, economic, diA.lectics,nnd 

the sccialist rP.volutl.oll. Let us bet;in with Vol. I( 1 ! \le see 

immediately whu~ tusks t<1e youns Lenin zet for hin1self 

perlod,llll94-97: ~'nsoft.cr o.s econon1ics is concerned, 

in the 

it Wi!.S the 

i'lorkinb out, in terms of the n:u.cwiun development, of the part on 

i 

i 
I 

I 
i 
I 

I 
J 

rent of Vol. Ill o;: c .. ~r:oitJ~-· or theagrurian problem, on the one I . i 

hand, and the 

"reilizu.ti on" 

concr<.::tj.zation of the r:.bstrhct problem of the .... 
of nurplu.s VF:..lue, .or th~ industrial c~cot b' 

~- 011. the other. tl~~ prrifound interpretc,tion of Volume II 
( 2) 

in the fir.1t. ch~:·uter/of hl:s i1De-velopment oi' Capitr~lism- in Russia." 
. _:......----." --~K ""· . . . 

1: l.s ~he .!esuJ.b)not of his ~stt4tenf::!Efj. 110, it wr..~_- the f~;:..ct 
''._ ~- .. 

I 
i 

i I I 

I • J 

'. . 
I :_:-:.1 

. I . l 

thut in R~soiu the debate as to whether it is the ~~and 
;. ·;_ .... . i: __ ,. ~:):6_;; 
:: the realization oi" surplus value, or the the ,question of produc i.ion: ;;fi 
I s~t 

·and hence the production relations, that~ ce.pitelism into 

:. periodic convulsions assumed npt t~e for;m of an abstract debate 

J' b'etweetJ two groups· o1' Mn.rx'ists~~ZCI£. the lo:arxists ha.d to meet 
" 

_'~challenge of the N,z·odniki o.r Populists who argued, with Marx 1._a. 
)' . ~ . .. 11

' text. in hancl, th>•.t sinj_ e RUssia developed at a· time when the wo'rld 

market had already been divided among the t:;rea.t powers, therefore 

1 t need not go· throu.:;r. capit,uism, hut can skip from the Russian 

.. ·.::;i i . .-~ / 
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It. was tais milieu which· . ." /;--~~ 
'. ' ::- .-,. ·;:.~/( 

i' :Po:::: 0~e:~:i::l:::ea:1::x:::u:~:t:t:::~ pw:::/:~:e~:~~~---~ 
;~Mil• ( Comruunc;· to the so_ciulist .comr~une. 

,. "' . .. :;.\.~ .. , -·<:~ li ~,,;._,,,·,,.,•d!l 
;] ~ ~·!a!"Y. 1 s e.bst:t·~ct!.cn. cf a. olVli~U cu._pitalist society·:not . 3 ~-~( 
.. I ' i
1 
nt" esca.pe the cor1trndictions of capitnlist production cerely I !• ,' I : 

i'by escaping the headaches of the rnnrkot, For Lenin to prove both 
1 
:a 

i!( 1) Except :for the ln at tw~ vol umes--lland 12--, whbh deal with _ ':-~~~ 
;:the writings on J.!arxis:n, andon the .. gr,.l·h.n question, the set runs"_··.:C_}t:ll 
![fairly chronolog1csl.l.Y.• To omlce tho chronology comnleto, theae .·:· f!., 
I • • c,o .~ > 
1
1
writ:l,ngs ure hera dealt r.ith, not ns publiahed, but us written, <--r '· · 

::{ 2)This first ohapte1· is not included 1n this set, but it oan be .. ~:-"":;...;,... 
-yeud in the t:runsluti~n _published in the NI_ or Oot,, liov .• &:lleo_,~~'4_,_)_;~~~-, . 
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i j 
theoretically and pract icully that. , on the one hnnd, Russia oouldj 

' ' 
not escape caplt"lisru, tmd, on the other hand, that Socialism evolv~s 

I 
not from the peF..sant commune, but from the contradictions between 1 

cnpit/\1 and lnbor, meant the "appropriation" of MR.rxism. 

in turn,meant the only way to understnnd •otntistics•, 

I 
And this,! 

Two basic 

works then, one on the developm~nt of agriculture in the 19th· 

century, and the other on the development of industry, comprise 

the first part of this volume. 

II,On the philos<>ph.ic front, too, there is here no 

scholastic debate, but a.challenge met and overcome from the 

Narodniki, ""IIllo .4:re the l'rtends of the Peopl••--and the final 
' 

section of this article 11hich is published in Vol. ll of the works f 
should be rend now---is one of the finest exeJ!Iplos of the appllc a- .I I 
tion of dialectics to a current debate with the intellegentsia of : J 
the day. ·j :J 

,: deal ,.:k:i;X, I ~ 
\
1 

III. l'inally ·~:e ~Ilcu, in this same volue, l!~AA th~ I ': 

!\ ::gliXJC~xthe problems of the proletarian revclution, xlUxll§tl.llU j ] 

!i ~rki,; out of a program or the Social-Jl.emocra~ Just as the . ' · 1 1 
!! ! J i: applicati·an of dialectics meant th/1t.elleotua~ strugc;le_ against ;

1

, j 
Narodtlikism, so the working out~ the problems of the proletarian j 

' ' . / i J revolution means the actuo.1 \!.) , 
·,refind , ! ] 

It is in this section (p. 385) where/the fiUIIous statemenjt j 
i '• 

•wi thout a revolutionary theory, there can be no revolutionary move!- l 
I . 

ment "• This same article shows that as far back as 1897, Lenin' I ~ 

thou;;ht (l) that there had been enouzh theor)',"now•we must_ go to 1 •

1 :
1 

t!1e mc.eses, ( 2)he knew how to disr~ga.rd boom periods and to prepare/ 

'· party p1·0paganda for the comin,; crash (ppo38B-89), and (3) saw the I 'J 

i.ntin:ate interlocking of politics and economics. (pp.394-98), ; j. 
We will seo that the organic concretirotion or the three consti- i : 

' ' 
tuent elements Qf Mnrxl sm--di~.lectics, economics, _and the nrolctarilin" - .... ''"] 
revolution--ohnraoterize as distinctly all other volumes of Lenin•,·sP\M 

Selected \Varka us they do the first, T-·~--~~ 
~;~·~!-l:~ 
i ·-::; 
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I. Here on the ecunaruic front WP. tH:!P th~t the ?.e-r~r"!.Rn ~rol?lern 

T 
I 
I 
I 
! 
' I 
I gains n new aspect; it 16 nuw linked to the nRtionAl question. i 

II. Tile tasks 11 the p:roleto:rian revolution :riivolutinn nol< assume I 
I 
: t\7C forms: (lj the figllt a(Oainst economism ( Whr,t Is To lle Done?}, 1 

und ( 2) t:;e fight. against J,Jens11evisml The fic;ht against NarodniiJ 
! 

I 
I 

and Eoonomism cha1·aoterize the years 1894-1903; that ao;uinet 

ft~enshevism, ).903-08. Thir; is not to sny thHt neither of these 

tendencies ever a)1Jee.r ngnin. No, but it does mean that so tho- ., 
roughly h.<;.,ve thci!" theoretical fourid.ations been dest.royed in the 

period of their formation thc .. t :tO as solid u basis a.sainst these 

tendtncies fws been crea.tcd by Lenin :for' future generatilbne: as 

.i 
bouro;eo1~s 

I 
a.nc th e petty- bcul~geoisie. ! 

i 
I The comrades should here reE.d Com. Stone's Draft I' 

q . ,., 
!i' Document on •The Economist Tendency ·in the Fourth Int.ernationAl• .• 
I' ,. 
I~ filrx:l:lte;~C:<XltliJJtlrdY.:uBiixi:b:imi•u•liixiat'Q< 
ii Of gre,.test sit;nificance in both Vol. II imdiii· 

. fj i.s the analysis of the factionRJ. disputes in Russia arid particu-
" ,, 

' I 

I 
I 

1. 

J 
J 
I 
1 

. i 
1 

ii· 
ii 
!i 
I, 

li 

larly so the articles on the 2nd Congress of the Russian S-D. called 
•one Ste:;> F6rw>.rd. and Two Steps backward• in Vol,. II .and the 
one en111 tled. "The Historic· Me.aning oi' the Pa~ty. Dispute"~ 1 1 

. I l 

J! 
!) 

:I 
li 
·' 

lloth oi' these are oi' til~ greatest significance in un_de:r<~tar;ding 

the present internal diSl)Utes in th~ •:,-::. The Resolution on the 
by JR Johnson 

American (ouestl.or./should be reread her&,jlarticularly FP• 36-37, 

! I 

I 
I 

'i 

I 
. I 

' 
I 
I 
' 

!r to oee how solidly i tis based on L~nin' s methodology, and how t•o ! 
i' I 

I 
j 
I 
i '' disttnguish between the method of Jlolshevism and 'th"t of .Menshevism

1
. 

On 1 
III. IUaml:]Qt the philosophic front --dialectics.,. you will now 1 

• . I' 
note, is c.pplied directly to the internal struggle. (See p.463 

' I 

I 
. 1 

: 
j;., ·j· 

1·,:,, . 
•!. ~. 

·-;.· :!>:~~ 
with the H"volution of 1905, Here, then, ltX&X is not merely talk Jl".,'->11 

1Tr1 
! : ·-i 

tendency, but the nctunl :revolution r,s created by the masocs. Yet,:·.· l .,_. ___ ,..:..J 

!i Vol. II,) 

" 1: 
I' 
II ,I 
I' ,I 

Fine.lly and of, greatest i!!!Jl,!!d;ance overshadowing 

any other problems de.:.lt with~ the center or Vol. III 18 o.ccupi~d 

Bti to which :road for the revolution ns mapped au• by nny one 

• 

/ 
/ .. 
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at the sa.ml! time ' i 
lll<xtllitxlll!Ulxlu:RIIl, this real revolution 1lluminF.tes the !"e!'J. mor.ning I 

. I of the disputes l\1 the Pnrty which, 11t first, seemed to be merely 1 

i 
organl zational, but, in renl:!.ty, show themGelves now to be differe1t 

nttitudes taw"rd the problems confronting the proletnric.t on the 
I 

ror.l.d to 'revoluti.:m • .A.ndthis revolution becomes the dress rehen.rsai 

Ill or 1~17 only for the )lolshevik Tendency. where' for the r.:enshevik I 
tenO.ency its defeat becomes so grcHt a source of pessimism r.s to 

further desenerr .. te that tendency. 

Vol. I"'l_ 

'!'his Voll!me deP.l~ with t'he ~rer:.rs of re:::.ction, 1908-11, and 

years of revivr.~.l, 1912-1914. Note that although the center of 

~he volUL1e ·is nOi'.' the yet'~rs of re::tction the method used in the 

' ' 

i 

th~ 
! 

·' ] i I 
•I v-o.i..ume dea.lin£_ with revuluti on s the same. It ·would be well here j _1 

n ~ I. ' 
i! to reu.d "ln Defense: of j\:urxismn ho~ Tr~t.Eiky interprets this method·! '.jl 

il . . ·,,1 . 
ri .•In the period of darkest react"i. n, ( p.l7?) j 

!i Note tha.t duri n,o the 11ears oi' rec,ction the party crisis 1··. :l 
II dso reao!Ied its clirn,x ~tnd th:ct in th~ ana.ly sia of this. party I. ."'r 

ji crisi2.I.enindid not fenr isolation bccr,uce· of splits. Cn .. the 1· I 

'!,

1

'1 1.·. 

1
1 

contre.ry, ho. contrac,ted to the. pri:m anpe.:ranc~ of unity abroad, . 

:1 and tn·e atagnl'\t.lon of the work »mong the masses in Russia (pp.l22-'~, .

1
. 

1: lj the actur"l beginning of a mo-vement c.mong the masses themselves. I 

1

. 
1
1 I I. j{e find in. this volume also Lenin Is analysis of. factional . . 

![ groupings in terms of the objective si t~ation, and he z·e, again, I J 
!1 the lesson for us is not to view internal disputes in sub,jective ,. • 
" l, i,l· il terms, :out in t.erms in which Len:l.n would put it, Which roe.d for 

1 
1

11 .J the prolet~~ian revolution. 

li Note the ~ of groupings th~.t appeared in the years of I 
I. , 

il reaction: (1) the liquidationists, or those who wish to liquidate ·j 
r.l i ·j the illegal organization, which maand in this per od of Tsariet 
I! Ma.r~ist 
ji reaction that the/propaganda wouLd have to be wutered down to . . V'q 
!i meet the exigencies o1' tho T,;a:t:iet censorship; and ( 2) the Otz.ov,is'.~!~ 
;: · _: .. :A~t·}~ __ ;t.~~-~ ii or reca~lists, the opposito ex~reme, who demanded thnt nll Part:r-'+:>'··l · ··j 

··~·-·~- ·-·~:---... ·~.·:..( 
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I 
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rt::presentat.iVetJ in the llUt1a be recalled, which OJ&Fl_tlt a refusu.l to 

utilize the psrlifUJI.ent.ary arena altogether. Lenin, in fighting 

a.;ainst both of these, showed that, in rcelity, both grouping 11!ere 

merely the opposite sides of the same coin. Read "Notes o:r a 

publicist•. Note precious titles like •The New Faction of Con-

cilis.tors or the virtuous•; •violation of Unity under the Cry for 

United• (pp.l87-2l9), 

We learn thF.'- even so-ceJ.ed pgybhologice.l aberrations 

P...re deep-rooted iL the ecurrent economic seen and hence in the 

class strut;.;le, and, in fuct, every serious 'actionr:.l g~ouping has 

u meaning cnly bec;::..use ~t reflects an objective str.ge in the dev-

cf' production and hence o.r production rellltions, or "humanity" 

itself, 

In the yee.rs of revival there occurred the notlhrious · 

August Bloc. The Bloc, Qlthough it included such revolutionists 
so-cclled . poli'ticnl· 

as Trotoky and the/•party Bolsheviks•; gained its/coloration· 

. I 
I 

! i 

i I 

,. from thoe'e itico bad. .a poliUcal line, not by those who tried to 
!J 
1 '"1 

::· 

I j 
itj 1 

forget political dii'f&rences for the sake of an organizational 

unitY -r.i thout basic root.r,. Lenin was merciless in his attack on 

and Trotsky never forgot the lessons taught him by this error. i 1 
It is the politics implicit .! 

I . ' 
(Re"d hore •:in llefen~e of Marxism•; ·p, 

. . ' . '1 
iri ort;ani~tivnal maneuvera thnt is import~nt, P..nd not the maneuver~ .1. 

I 

themaE LVes. I Of import.-;,ncc in this volume, which is such a meaty one 1 

I 
i 
! 

ln lessono for us, is the fact that the agraria.rl and nationo.l 

quections ansumE n ne'.'l !'l.nd profound me anine; in this period, a.nd I 
this wil..l i'orrJ. t.he basis of ],Slim's position at the Second Cot1gresaj' 

priceless 
of th<:> Ul milCh later. There are here the/debates with Luxemburg j 1 

It r.'lluld be better, however, if the comrades, instead of reading ~ . I 
tho shortened forhz of these debates in this val., read instead 

Vol. ~X of th~ ~ Ccllocted Works, 

l:lefore ,.pprouchine; Vol, 5, it would be best here to ··1 
study Bo:i., 12 t'lhiul, would complt:tt: the entire work on the agrarian t 1 --: 

_._question, Or ~. L -~ 

/ 
f 
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'.if the comrades prefer, they Cntl hold this Off until th")' l£"t to 

· Vol X, dealing with the lnternationol., unn 

.: mnterinl., on the nc1.tj.onnl questlcn. 

In either case, the seudy llllll o1' grer,teat importnntance to 

us here becre.use oi' the airect application to the /,mericnr• ,,cc, is 

the work included in J.lol. XII, written in 1914-15, but hosed on 

the lYlO census, ca,led "DGvelopment of Capithliom in the U, s, • 

This is a study of the llout.h and, although it '"'" undertaken to 

illuminate the probler.:s of the ~!n!L sel~f, in still the finest 

study of the ,\o.erice.n freedman (the l1et;ro), The compe.l'isons J.enin I 

draws bet~F.en the !·)ef:ro and. the Russir:.n serf has be'en utilized and 

_elaborrltCd upnn by Com. Johnson in his Resolution on the Hegro 

·t Q,uestion, which sl1oul.ube read here. Also the en·tire disput·e on 
pol~roic 

the rutxidtl<Jtit between Forest e.nd !! the Negro ~~uestion, :i.ncludinG 
il 
!: Coolidge,, should .. he studied at the t!,me the comrades will ·.atudy 
.: .. 
lj 
I· 
r 
i' 
·' .h 
II 
'I II 

this .wor~ of Lenin's. 

Up -.to thia volume, the basic of the ec anomie studies of L>9nin 
'I I, 
11 are the second volunie of· Q.alll.i!!:l, and the part of rent in Vol. III 

1
'!,· ' . '! o~ the. ~ac·~e work~ Now we ,reach. a new stBge in the degelopment of 

capitalism--monopoly capit.e.lism,--e.nd its phenoillenal expression, 

\. 
I 

I. 
I 

I 
. I 
i. I 

,-~ I 
. . '') 
-I' .., ·J 
I '' .l 
l '') ' 
I l 
I I 
I ·]· I . 
i . 
! . ,.,_ I 

l 
I 

I 
II 
I! 
" 

imperialism; It ia this new stage which Lenin analyzes and, al thou~h I 
i 

li ,, 
il 
I• .;1 
I' ;I 
,I 

I 
1: 
:: 

he calls it, merely a "popular outline", it rightly belongs r.s e. 

sort of Volume IV to ce.p1 tal itself,. Wh,t is significant is that 

the •unfo~eseen phenomenon" of imperialis~ does no~ throw Lenin 

off balance, as it did Luxemburgr precisely bec>;use he kept HO 

li ·closely to the basis analysis of the accumulation of capital made 

n ,, 
1i r ,, 
" II 

!' 

by t:arx. 

Note, moreover, that as soon o.s we reached a new stage in 

the developlllent of the economy, Lenin does not satisfy himself 

I 
! 

/' 
' I 

i 
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Cliwers, )Ia= l,enin proc~<idn to fathom the source. Of corrU]>ti·on_-__ .. _.
1 

_____ --
1
' 

of the :;econd lntcrnr,t.ional;:-,the lnbor aristocracy. Hence, this 

vol11me ri~htly includes the .. rticle~ on the colliip"se of the 

InterrJA.tion,.l, the ri.<>!lt of nt!tiuns::~o~,self-deterruination, the\ 

significance of thi:S :fight for revolutionists --its signif,i~anc'~ 
., 

in connection with the development of Imperie..lism, and, {~ti~lly,. 

''lith this volume, one should read in Vol. XI, the brilli~nt 

•i pamphler "Bar.xis::J", the best ,succinct study ofx!ixX.Xxliii!t:rJIJI<Rxll~ 

!! 

" 

Larx' s · theol')l.es: from d1ialectical philosophy. to t.he class atruggl 

from the eConomic theories to the socialist groupings. All 

Once again we leave theories of revolutior. to come to the· 

unfolriin!; revoJ.utiou itself. The. core of these·volumes are con-

·r~ey ers inq.ispenSable 

to an uncicrst"ndit•G of the present inte>·nati nal situation. ·It 

;! is impossible for any Marxist t.o understr-.nd the theoretical and 

!_!, 

practicul problems of the ·re:volut.ion without !'ilP..St.ering the con 

of these t1~o volume. The <theoretic br,sis of our e.nti-Germain the 
'. 

... I 

' 
! 

' ' . lies here, and together '11i th, especially the 11rticles "The. Threat- J_·, :I 
1, ening Cc_taztraphe" ann 111'/ill the Bolsheviks Retd:dm Stnte Power", 
:; 

i! 
]! 

!I 
! ~ 

this thesis Shouldbl1 studied now. 

Note that Vol. VII uluo includes the incomparable 

I' "llta te and nevolution •, written on the eve of OctobeJ; and put 
,I 

., awey that October ma_v be led; the intimate intet'linking of theory 
j: 
II 
" with the self-activity of tha masses. Thus we see that politics 

if !!!_ practice. Party program !..§. the development of humll.llity itself. il 
!Jialectics !§ the actual J.!l'Ocess of revolution a:u nperformed" L>y 

the historic ~~-i~~~~~=~ ~-f _th~--masm who hv.ve be(D me !ill£Je~c~t;.~·;•{-.:~-~~1\~ji 

I 

I 
i 
' 
I 
' 

I 
' { 

' 


