THE SOCIAL CRISIS IN THE U.S. AND THE
GENERAL STRIKE

A Criticism of Party Policy in the Coal
Crisis

The Political Committee has invted "Comrade Johnson to
#resent his slogan of a genergl strike for the Party Bullaztin =
that it may be discussed in the branches.® I do so at this time
with reluctance and after much reflection I express my views
only because notto do so would be worse. My reason is as follows:

I am more than ever opposed to the line of the Polltical
Committee. Nor is this a thoeoretical que stion, In my view the
lack not of abstract growth but of growth corresponding to our
responsibilities and opportunities, our incepaclty to hold the
workers whom we win, are.to be tr:ced directiy. to the lhd of paper
Labor Action is and the political 1ine of which it is a resilt. .
This has been made ss cleer as it is humanly possible ih the
discussion preceding the convention. However, these views were
‘deci sively defeated. I believe thet it is my duty not only- to
‘accept this but to do everything possible to assist the
ieadership to carry out its line, to avoid obstructions or
" .irritations .of any kind,not only in the )sedership but more
important, inthe ranks. The Minorlity factiion hes been disaolved
not enly in theory but in practise and all influence that I have

been able to wield has been directed to irying to get the comrades

to act in the spirit’ I have outlined. - The SWP, I am informed,
has mrde open declaratiom in their party that’ the Majority in the
WP has forced the Minority to dis golve itse faction. This is
absolutely untrues If the Minority has dissolved its fuciioh
end -strives to-act s is sdmltted on all sides not only as

di sciplined but &s loyal party members, it is'becdusq the Minority

of its own free will decided to do so.

. It musi not be thought, however, that this is & simple
matter. The course that is followed at the Politlical Commitiee
by Cemrade Freddie Forest and myself is as follows: We di scuss
constructively and try to carry out and even vote for as many
of the political proposals of the Majority as possible al though
it is understoed that some of the propesals that we accept are to
be regerded as not involving any conflict with the fundamental
views which we have expressed and not repudiated. We freely
bring in proposals we think can be worked out within the party
1ine. We scrupulously avoid those which would "beglin the
convention discussion all over again." The picture wovld be
incomplete if I did not stnte also that both on the Labor Action
staff and at the Political Committee all this is borns in mind
and tcted upon by the Majority, and on the Laber Action staff in
particular, there is an excellent collaboration. But there ara
times when developmentes in the class struggle pose cerious
questions before the party and it becomes a problem if and when
and how to bring forward views which have baen dfeated. Such &
situation; in the opinion of Comrade Forest and myself arose
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after the fallure of price conirol many many weeks ago, if I am
not mistcken ot the bezinning of November. Obviously the strugzle
in the United States hud enteored a new stage. The discussion
at the Political Committee rovolvcd around the escalator clause
as ¢ propegrnda means of meeting the new situation. With this
I sgreed, bul I gave notice to the Committee that I preposed
to bring before it in & memorandum (for the Committee only) some
of the views which I held upon one way of meating the new ddge.
When the Committee heard that it was cencerned with "the general
strike", it diesmissed the matter, and gaid that it wovld awalt
the memorandum. It is obvious that this is not a question of
& mere 'slogan." After much hesitation and long discussions with
Comrede Forest, we finclly decided that I present the memorandum
at the November plenum. .

The memorandum can be summarized s follows:

1) The pariy propsgcnda rnd cgitntion, in btringing before.
- the masses the conception of workers, factory and consumers
commitiees, represent progress since theconvention, &lthouzh
iack of theoretical preparetion in the p'riy for this new.
departure hes effected its ¢ffectiveness, - :

" 2) The clash between the.government and the railreoad.
workers was merely a preliminary to whet is now beingrepeuted
on a higher plane between .the soverrmeni ond the Umi. Sueh :
‘questions as escelator clausee are 'for us" minor juestions., - The
great guestion before the American working cluss inkerent in the
whole situation is the question of united mess-azction against
the government scting as the executive commitiece of the bourge-
oisie. . . :

© I then quoted two pages from the Americanrestlution by

" Johnson presented to the Convention.-

"I ended by pointing out that had the course that I outlined
in_the resolution been Dllowed, the party would today be
mobilized for the present crieis, In the last two lines of the
memorgndum I reminded the Commitiee, and this is very important,
that I head given notice of this before the present coal crisis
appeered. I shall heve to refer to this 1last section again
becruse in it I raised the question of recruitment. I mny mentior
and I went. to emphaeize this, that in thc memorandum as presented
to the Plenum, T strted clearly that I orought this guestion once
- more not before the member ship but before the National Committee-

only. . : : :

At the-Plenum during the discuesion on. PAC I spoke brief}y
but fully enocugh on the ideas coniained in the memorandum, I
was ignored. Completely., To use onc of Comrede Shachtman's meost
telling expressions, "not gne leading comrade® thought it
nececsary -to say a word about this memorandum and the ideas
contained in it, That, of course, is the privilede not only

of leaders but of every perty member.

I now quote the sections in the memorandum from the
conventinn resol ution,
627
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(From Amerlcan Resoltition by Johnson, pp. 29-30)

Owing to the world-wide phenomenon of statification
of production, all c¢conomic strugsgle todey iends to
become involved immed’ tely with the state, i.¢., to I
becoma political in the deepest sense of the term. In the
feee of the preesure of the masses the bourgeoisie makes
irnumerable legislative propesols (Smith~Connally, fact-
finding, etc.) which for the most part end in impotence.
The responsibility snd power of the bourgecisie in dealing
with labor is thrust into the hands of Lhe chief executive
thus constituting in essence the elemente of the Bone-
pertist regimes

But the process iz not one-sided.

Every importont strike by the workers egeinst an
individual capitalist or corporction te has hznging over
it the intervention of the government on the £ide of the
capitalist class. Unification of bourgeeis power drews
in ite wgke wnification of prolet ricn struggte. The
immediate pericd now opening thercfore heg ss its vltimate
stage the recogn ition by the workers of the neceseity
for orgenized getion £s5 a cless agzinst the - bourgeols
stcte for the achievement of céonomic ends. The whole
courss of development indicates thet the political break
with the Democretic Party will either directly or lndirectly
be closely associated with the govermment's incapacity’
~to setisfy or sporscr laber's economic demande. In the

United Siates precicsely because of tneiabsence of a
political party of labor, the general strategic orient-
-ation of the Workers Party as a political orzanization
must be based on the gconomic struggles of the himerlcan
-morkers which, owinz to the statification of production
.eontinually tend to telescope the corresponding political
and sociel @evelopment. . , S

fhe Pafth therefore must henceforth make its main
TopasaBdistic orientation the propasanda for un:fied sotion
by the working classes as a whole, directed against the -
governments for the achievement of: its esconomic as well 'ss "its -
sociel and politicel demsnds. T - F ’

~ The Party does not anarchistically, recklessly, and
adventuristically Tzise slogans for a general sirike., 14
pointe outw to the workers, however, the inevitability of the
widening of the. present scissors between wages and prices
and the incapscity of the dishonest, bungling government to
s0lve the problem. It points out thet whereas in 1936 end .
again in 1945-6, the government was compelled tc pretend
to maintain a balance between capival and workerse, it ie
abcolutely imoossible for it to continue to maintzin thet
~osition id the future. The Farty points out that only the
unified actions of the decisive secilons of the workers on a
national scale can mébilize the full power of the proletariat
and all its allied ageinst the bourgecisie and the
deceptive role thet has hitherto been piayed by the state
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s executive committee. The Farty points cut to the
working olass thsat such unified action can range from e
nation~wide stoppage of a few hours to 2 sit-down on a
naticnal scele. I% warns the workers that a genaral strike
which ig anything more then a token demonstration against
the government can pose immediately the problem of power in
the nation, forcing upon the workers either preparation for
the soclal reveluticn or 2 demoralizing and disestrous
retreat. Without hysteris, by basing this propaganda urcn
ite anslysis of the next stage which fwces the American
working class, the Farty not only attracts :v itself thcse
far secing workers whe instinctively draw this conclusion.
It lays a basis for its future development in the minds of
thoge workers who are taught to associate this ultis te ctage
of the development of the worker: struggle with the Party
of the Fourth Interpaticnal. . .

With- that convietion which can come only from
tnorouzhly under stood theory and confidence in the
inevitability of soclalism the Party dees not wait until the
workare hava acted snd then procesd belestedly o explain the
event. It ©toldly takes the lead, and proclaims the next
staze. Vhen this unified action will take jl.ave, how and .
undes what circumshances it is imcogsiBle tn foretell and
Tidiaalons %0 u5%. To walt to see before proengendizing is
to Fulfill the vole net of a vanguard, but &7 a rear gusrd.

The Struzele Acaingt the La%or Bugewucsiay

such an orientation,. however, demanis a clesr recog-
nition of the role of the laba buresuwcnziz as agents of
capital in the statifinsd production.’ The Faussy must
therefove proggandize in ¢lose ccordination with the -idea
of unified action on a national scale the idea of factory
committees. Thess, as the 1935 QIU ctirikes shewed, are .
likely to sprinz out of the situstion with stutling
suddenese and power. The workers must be warned that sny
_seriovs action on e national scale vwhich is not jealourly:
"overlooked and safegnasided vy factory committces or other
rank and file organizations is doomed to dissstrous failure.
It ig oy mchns of the fastory committees that the wozlers
can be prepared to take the concorete steps vigilantly to
supervise the sabobeging buremuoragy and in time to over-

threw it.
» * L4 »

I have now to analyze this section in the light of what has
taken place. Involved here is one impertant aspeoct (there arc
many others, equally important) in the fundamental guestion of
our day - statification of production. Merely to say that the
Zovernment intervenes in all strikes is te say noilhing. %hat ia
decisive today ie thet the strike of every group of workers can
and in a direot olach with the governmenit. With maes strikes over
2 period, it is inevitebly borne heme to increasing etrata of the
workers that their mein enemy is not sny individueld casritalist
or corporation but the government ss representative of fthe
oapltal ist nlasa. This ir 2 tremendous stage in objective
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gevelopment. It means that the gucstion of the united nction of
all the workers against the state is inherent in thes wholw
sltuation. This is where I begin and the point from which I
draw tactics. The party leadership speculate perpetually on the
"consclousness" of the workers. But it is the Mebjective
gitustion" which In a perlod llke ours and in such a2 social
milieu which rapidly devclops the coneciocusness of #he workers.
And that is precisely vhat has emerged in the present crisis.

Tor the first time since the formation cf the CI0 we have ned the
moverment forwsrd to united action of the CIO, the AFL -snd the :
Aailway Brotherhoods. As was pointed out in the gquoted section,
in 1938 and again in the winter of 1945-¢, by apparently taking
the side of the morkers or mediating oetween them and ths
copitalists, the government did net unite them eageinst it. Eut
35 1 insisted so many months ago, 1t was prefectly obvious that
the time would come (and goon) when the goverament would have 1o
strikesavagely againet one group of werkers and by so doing,
unlcoee the movement toward united mction by all of them.

From such an analysis, however, follows certain politichl
conclis ions for the party. If in the objective situaticn, there
ig inherent united action by the workers as o whole, then’ it ie
the business of the party tc antiocipate in propagsnda this
objective movement. The resolution therefore etated very
carefully that the party "must make lts main propagandistic
oiigntation the propaganda ror united actlon by the workers Ag &
w e-. . . .

Note that it does not say that the main propagandistlc N .
orientation must be g0 sharp an orientatlion as the general strike. .

"It cerefully avoids saying thet. This is not a slogan but an
orientation, .an. idea which should permeate every vord written
or epoken until the situgtion changes. . The statement says
hunified action." The resodution then %oes on o pillory any
anarchistic or adventuristic raisings of 2 slogan for a general
gtrike. But after pointing ocut the antegonistic featurss which
© would lead the workers inevitably in the next period %o work
together ®under the whip of the counter~revolutionary! govcrnment
it then goes on to warn of the dangers. and the diffioculfies of the
united action which the objective situation rould inevitably
le~d them to. It spys th~t unified nction ¢nn renge from n matione
wide stoppage of » "few hours" to a sitdown on a national sorle.
It varns, warms, mind you, that any general strike which is
'1n3thing more than a "joken" demonstration sgainet the government
can pose before the workers either preparation for social
ravelution or a "demoralizing and disastrowe retreat." 1In other
werds, the resolution considered it the function of the party to
aducate the workers well in advence and to show them the _
difficulties, the dangers and the possibilities attendsnt uorn
the situation. KNot only wes this written nearly a year sgo. It
#ns Lthe specific peresages which I selected to bring before the
Committee. In the last section of my memorandum I regretted
that thie procedure has not been "judiciously followed.® It is
perfeotly obvious thercfore that waht was proposed (and what is
3ti3l proposed) is no mere "elogan' but a long hasrd serisus
preparation and an 2ll-sided consistent educaticn of the advenced
workers who read our press, in the necessities of the objestive -
situation. At a certain stsge this oan pass into open agltation.
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Now, 3if when this question weg originally posed, many people
could nct see it, that is teo be understood. fhen I presented it
again there wes less excuse. But 6t1ll, such things @n be. But
Wweeks afterward when millione of vorkers would have come out at
the slightest encoumgement from their leaders, my ideas met vith
the same reception as » vear ago. It is possible that a scber
discussion in the branches might help to clarify why. Ye ave
derling with the greatest political event in the postewar United
Stetes, and the problems posed are still vefore usg, This ig not
A post-mortem. The coal crisis was not the decisive clash. That
is st11) before us. Everything depends cn on what the 31z Threen
of the CIO will do. Thot is why we must clear up the past,

IEE U STRIKE

The projected attack upon the railresd werkers by Truman wag
sufficient notice of what was on the wgy. Truman mede an attempt
to use the maritime strike for an offengive ngaingt the Workers.
de failed. The tremendous offensive mcbiklzed against tha UNW
crzuld therefore have come ag no surprise. Truman, unlike us,
cerefully planned every gtep.. Lewis declared the contract
orcken, and the whole press announced to the workers and to the
nation as a whole thet this was the showdown . :

: From the very oeginning it Wes perfeotly clear that the only
thing thet would stop Truman Was- the organized opposition of the
working class. The particular forms thot the organized oppoeition
would t#k'e was sométhing that ‘could not in general be predicted.

A Lebor Aotion  that had followed the course that I had outlined
in February, and which I once sgain breught before the Committes

in Xovember, would have been in a poeition to pose immediately

b0 its resdera the guestion of unified action, to discuds the
possibilities of a gcneral strike, withcut necesssrily raising
the concrete actual slogan. In other words, under any cilrcumstanceg
1%t would have been¥paiiently snd judiciously following preferably
out not by any means entirely in the inner pages of Labor Action asg
at present constituted. It is even concnivable that although )
unitied action of this kind was abstractly necessary, yet the
sltuation at a particular time, e.g. demoralization, defeat,
‘consCiousness cf Weakness, might place the revoluticnary ovarty

in the sitwtion where it could oniy oring the question of &

general strike forward negativoly. That is to say, by pointing )
out that though this was what would save the situation, unfortunate
ly the working class was in no condition to even think of such a
thing. That, as I say, I will admit for the sake of argument,

vaE remotely possilble. . .

The fact however, is thot the truth of the concrete case
w7as the exect opposiue. :

From the very beginning, evefz orgsn of the boﬁfgnoie ares
mede 13 _glear thet the onily reason why the povernment did not _
*in a position, withcut seeming in eny wey adventuristic, to draw

%0 e head the gefiersl iine of anzlysis and propagande which 1t
would have been...
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pugh  Tevis .cho ‘ami) w-r ihr foar of a 3 ontaldour-genaral
strike on Ene wart ou e worltint class, ¢ R EEEEéFEE"ﬁhve to
pose Llle cunstion, LT ves posed Iov US. I he bourgeoisie
recognized the objeciive situation, Yor didany journalist say
twnt this velief on the part of the goverament was fantastin,
Fvery one tool 1% for pranted that the povernmentits feq v3 vers
perfactly justified, GSome even fearsd Lhat the general strike
might toke place withoub Leuvls beir: put intc jail. Interviews
with workers wer nrinted about tho general strilke, Workern,
incl ding narty mecbers, reported that in the foectories, there
was talle of o seneral strike. One labor journalist apent

colwnn after colw.n dincunaling the meqe =1 gtrike, and so far did
the tallk shout ~seneral strile fo thot after Lewis sont ke
miners naecl wo wosl, the Hew Yori: Times printed a full lenzbn
article ontitlea "The Anatowy of the Goneral Strike,¥ an

»eii1en meanonse Lo Lhe Jears of Lhe boursenisie over the fach
that in this serious elash vebi ohe worhers, tiwe avesition of the
general gbrile was in the air, Everybody ine. s.ig, that is
everybody excopt the Fourth Internaticnel in fhe United States

- 12

THE CALOULACID THIAC. =i oo P LA OR TEADILOLID

Every lavor lesdor of any status in ihe country knew the
tonsion, ihls expliins thelr conduet, It was only_alter Ta '
had peen fined, and vhen the wetter was definltivel¥ Llegaiiged .
in the sooeal ho Hhe Sunrene Court. 1t wne only then That POILip
Tarray isosuac Cie ATt Leftol ealling for un:fied action, The
timing of thiz lahter was =0 ~ceidant at oll, The whole bemper
of the CIO resolubion at the nanvention and the whole gonvention
showed the timidity of = 010 leadershin., In add.tion to the
numerous intrlsues wih.ch thoss leadors ond Lewls vere undovbtedly:
corry: g orn uehnd the scene, .urray's call ves guch as to enihle
him Lo concentrate the waln fight on the logol issues. _In this
letter there was nobt 2 aingle word atout the Truman administration
Hore os elsewhere the laoor Tureauccacy remained trus to the i
genaral pattern it hos repeatedly shovm uag in Europse. %nenever the
working class is in really serious dargsar. It is‘dyed 1n : :
treachery and it is dyed in gronchery bSocouse it foars tihe
revolutionagsy mobilization of the wmasses particularly on o nasional

scale,

16 understand liurray and Green, we cannot do better whan.
observe thet great lender of the workors, President ‘lalter P.
Reuthew _The United Automedlia vioriter of December 1946 tells us

that on DScembey 7, Presiuent Houthor spoke at a UAW-CIO (Founders
and Smoltors Conference in Milwnulkee), This is at the very height
of the strussle, The UMW has been fined a monstrous sum, tho
amount bheing named LY Lie government, Murray had iassued his

letter on December G, a letter in vhich ho had claimed that the
yhole lahor movement" stood in imminent dancer from the forees of
TOGCELON, .luh 4 Tiars nan ng ovor the Uk,
Teubhor propused 1) a labor conforencs s5uch as furray haé outlined
the day hefore, 2) that labor and manasemont eall a national
e~nfavranco o work out a joint prosram Lo overcoms the economie

AT MpOCIARIon CllrionlbLles conkronting Lhe nat-.ofl. at olter
This GORTercncs & frPina o Joint lavor-management conferoncos

by industry be celled Lo corrv out the nrompam worked out at tho
national conferonce, Mot & word asnc.nst tho Truman govornment,.
This is the Reutlier uno Lad called fop a 24-hour general striito to
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protest apainst the scrapping of nrice contrcl by Congress, znd
had actually led the Detroit worlkers on such a demonatration, ‘The
aame Reutt yr had called for a consumers! general strike., We do .
not needi’ »wiom tn dmow that such a spoech at such a time plmed at
nothing elese but 'genine tha vnrkers oulet and deflecting them from
fhe sentiments of a ~erersl strike which wore constantly being
refered to in the -ourecols —ra2ss, in the [actories and in the
lower ranly el the leatuership, AL chis very Ulme, In Detroif,
dottherTs owm stronghold, the AFL and the CI0 were working out a
Joint ajreement for a 24 hour general strite to let the governmend
¥now $the csentiments of labor agaxnst the cruclfixion of the U
today as a preparation for an a ttaclt on the whole lavor movement
tomorrow. At the aoame time on tha other aide of the ceountry, the
Oakland workers broke out in an elmost spontancous general strike
a galnst their leaders voecaunse the police;, that iz to say, the
state, hadlinsd up with capital In an anparontly rnot very
important dispute,

THE CALCUL. Pol) MRE&CAENY OF Ths STALIEISTS

Exactly the smme trvschorouvs policy characterized the course
of the Comtmwiist Party, The Stalinists uowevaer, are guick and
sliclt, They mew wihat was hapgsening, and what should be dons,
but apart from their orzanlc rottoness they were at this particular
time in mortal foar of antagonizlng ‘urray, lark well their
procedurc, On Wovembor 19, the Dails “orkor in an editorial,
atated that "a numbor of labor loaders nave sugzoated the
advisability of an immedlate joint conference of AFL, CI0 and
Raiircad Unlons %0 provect tho miners! intorests.,' the Dally
Worker welecomod the CIO convention remiution condemnine the
govermont injunction. (It 13 to be romembered, however, that
van Bittrer staked to tho pross that tho CIO, while condemning
thc injunciion, rer nob mmressine any attitude to the guestion in-
dispute,” Tnéer oktor ciremet:necs, the Communist Party would
havo torn the lide ofi im for tih.e Wi thoy lct it pass.) On
Yovemboer 26, the Lerly sorker said: YThe ontire labor movemént
should risc to whic occasion, sar too much 1z at stake Lo legve
the deotiifon in the hands of ons man." ote, ote, fThoy "hopo! .
(note that word, pleasc), they "hope' that progressivos ovoryshere.
%ill inltiate commumity-wide action throu h confercnces or other
forms," (Wote, "othor forms") "to bring Torward tho real issuvcs
and defeat thoe objectives of veaction,” In other worits, tho same
doliborate avoldance of any clear dircectives tc tho workers.
charactorizus the gaudy phrascolomy of the Dally Yorker as has
already disbinpuished van RBittner and the OT0 resolution, Dy
Decomboer 9, the Dpily vorker is uulo to »oint ont that it"called
for" united action to moet the emwrgency as far oack as ilovomber
19, Everytaring is fixed for & ¢ rccord. On Deceumbor L0 ithey are
pralsing that trailtor, Lurray, for tio letts » thai he isawed
after Lowis had beon fined, They say; "Had liurrsy's proposal
boen acceptod in timeo, the miners would nut Le going buek to the
pits cmpty-handod,? The whole procedurc lg fekery from first to
last., If they had wantod Lo propose any kind of cetion, they had
at least two wecks bofopry the court fincd Lewls, T wo whole vocks
at o time vhen ovory hour counted,

# The Daily Workel waleomed the idos, On Kovember 21,...




THE UNJALCULATING BLINDNEny OF THE FOURTH INTERNATIONAL

Thus for a line, a lead, even & little education, everything
depended on the Fourth International. It wiil neced only a few
paragraphe to show how magnificontly the WP ‘and the SWP fell from
the occasion.

¥hat wae the resgonse of our own pnrty, the Workers Part;, to
this crisis? On November 25, Garrett writes an article in Labor
Action. Ee says that if Truman gets guway with this strike~breaking
uniocn-oreaking action, every union in the country will be menaced.
Then ocomes thils reveaiing passage: " The miners are therefore
carrying the ball a& they have many times in the past, for the
entire lsbor movement. It iz to bDe expected that a considerable
section cf the labor movement will rally to the miners deffense.
Unofficial reports from.the CI0 convention noW in session say that
the QI0 will back tne miners." Isn't this wonderfuly The
Stalinists "hope." Garrett goes one better. "It is to be expected.d
(The editorials in that 1ssue deal with Budenz and Chiang—kai—anekﬁ
This much is clear. Garrett { =znd I spesk of him not personally i
but as a characteristic representstive of. the .arty line) nas-no -
concepticn of the istuves et stake, and vhas %gs been building up
during the past mcnths. He has no lead to give. (All. this is
Johnson's stratoepheric nonsense.) He has no conception of the
fundamentzl duty of the revolutlonary party to call the workers
1mmed1auely to note that the labor bureaucracy is ready, as always,
to betray the struggle.

on December 2 Labor action announces (on'page 1). "Leaders
of the CIO and AFL have announced that they are backing the mine
workers to-the hilt againgt the government's injunction procedure.
Whatevar the disputes between the union leaders and: inside. the
unions the whole labor movement stands united with the .mine workers
in 8 solid front against the governmentle attsek on the right of
unins %o strike. Union leaders, known for their strong opposition
to Lewis, have been compelled by the neceseity of defending unioniem
te annouice their support of Lewis.,.¥ ptoc., ete. These terrible
illusione need ne comment. They speak forx tbemselves- Oon page
2, Labor Action ccmesto the follow1ng cenclusicn. "Inoreasingly
every wope strugple, every strike battle involves the government..m
Good. &nd thereforec what? "It is the elementary duty of every
workinz men and woman to toake his side with the miners! So that
ie what ststification of production means to Garrett, The workers
were with the miners. They didn't need us to tell them that, The
question was what to do. But having piven to the bureancrats the
prestize of "supporting'Lewis; obviously therc ls nothing Garrati
can tell the workers to do. %e have sced already how Valter
Reuther that left-wing labor leader, is supporting the miners.
The conclusion is as follows: "Regardlesa of what happens in the
court, the issue will be joined in the coal fitlds and. there,
bacsed oy the labor movement, the miners are certsnin to emerge ‘
victorigusly." firong frem tcp to ovottom. If anything was oertain,
i1t was that the isswe would not be settled in the mines..

On Decamber S,Ithe PC dipousses ths question. .Johnson, still
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apologatic, ralses the guestion again, beginning his speech thus:
"l have ressrved what I have to say (i.e. walting wntil the others
had spoken) because I believe that here it is necessary to do "hut I
hate to do - bring up 2 point of view thst is definitively rejected
by a convention. In my opirion, this situation is not being
approached correctly by the Committee at all.®
it

I peinfully go nll over/Bgain . I read from the memorandum, 1
read from the resolusion. I show the line - organic to Bolshevism -
which must be taken with the bureaucraoy and without which, as I
have categorically sttt .ed, it is impossible to educate the workers
as to the need for a revoluticnary party and all that this implies.
At the Plenuin I was ignored. This time while all the proprieties
were ob-erved, I was ignored positively. I obviously bored the
Committee. On December 9, Labor Action came out with a headline of
which we refuse to say onc single word. We will not even menticn
it. Thig headline, to be buried, nenceforth, we hope in oblivion,
introuiuced the article which stated that on December 4, the UMW
%ad been fined 31/2 million dollars — the greatest labor fine in
history. .

Who chooses to think that such th.ngs »s that headline are
merely Mittle mistk es!" cen continue to bury his head in the sand.
They &ccur too cften and toc flagrantly toc be other ithsn the
consequences of a whele political method. In thet same lssue, an
article by zlke Stevens estavlished the criminality of the | _

.government without a shadow of a doubt. It alse estsblished thit the
demands of the miners were perfectly justified. It was a poor thing
hut unfortunately not his orn. It was the party approach. The leed
article gave the facts of the case, referred to osmuel Gompers, Debs,
and then informed our readers that Yone things, however, is certain;
not an ounce of coal will be mined if Lewis or other UMW officizls
are jsiled, nor will an ounce of cosl bz mined while the injuneation
order starnds." r : ' .

Thoughtful renders of the discussions during the lest convention
will nov perhaps realize what tine minority meant when it stated that
the call for nationalization with workers control tacked on to it is
not of necessity revolutionary. They will remember slso the attack
.of the Xinority upon the party's general political line as beiag
always reedy to show the crimes of capitsliem but oeing unable fo
understand, f=r less to call upon the workers in great crises to
play tae role by which the proletariat, stage by stace, in oifter
struggle, fighte for its place at the head of the nation. Here is
everytaing we said perfeotly exemplified. .

Now comes the preordsined climax. The issue of December 16 heeg
an article entitled "A Balance 3he=t of the Coal Strike,™ written
by the Hational Chairman of the party. oSuddenly a paragraph leaps
to the eye. "ould Lewis or the miners nave acted differently? Yes,
most certainly. Could they have sppealed to the rest of the
working class fo walk out in solidarity with them ageinst the infamy
of povarnment by injunction which threatens the interests and very
life of the labor movement? Certainly. There is no question but
that hundreds of thcusands and millions of workers in this country
stood poised in readiness to respond in such a cause,”

73 rub our eyes. Yillicde ¢f workers, then, according to tiis
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were not only remdy but stood Ypuised in re~adiness, ! Thie, then%

is the guestion of a walk-cut of millions, a general strike. 3ut
Dot ong single word mbout this hnd appcared in_the paper for the
previour threc weeks. If the vorkers vere ready s=nd the bourgeois
press wue telking sbout it, then perhsps vwo should bave warned the
workers "poised in readincss" agningt this provocation! Mot only
not a word but buckets of cold wa er had been poured on the very
idea. This "in the Balance sheet 1s the first wention of a
general strike in the paper. .An accountant checking such =z
balance chect would ack Bcme very inconvenient guectlons about
this entry. But more surprises would await him..

"If, instead of mere rhetorical talk, the leaders of the other
Yaoor orienizations in this country, had immediatdly called g
reprecontstive general conference of all thc organized workers and
proclaived their remdiness to stand by the miners in this strike,
rvgardless of whot action ®as neccesary to gein a victory, the
wholz capitalist class, ite government and ihe courts inciuded,
would nave been compelled o retreat from their autocratic
arrogance.! " : ’

do only a proclamation of readiness was needed! Thie geems
like rhetorical islk if ever there was. (mnd how did Labor Agtion
gistinguish itself from the others during the crisis when all
"the rhetorical talk" was going ont)

It is a commonplace in our movement that an opportunist line -
ultimately secks compensetion in adventurism. We are leading up to
Bomething, : ' ‘ ’

"iven now it is not too late ot organize a powerful natienal
nebwort of united ccuncils of actlion representing every branch of
the trade unicn movement to stamp cut the viper of government by
injunction befere it poisons the labor movement.!

"iven now 1t is not too-late.? o "it is not too la;e tdi.
organize.a puverful, nationsl network.,.to gkamp_ out...before it
poisons the lsbor movement." S50 that the labor movement will ne
- Doigonsd. On December 16th it ig not %oo late, not for s mere

declaration tut for a network of councils. Do we advocate this?

Is this our line to stop the poisoning? I it ig, why don't we
plaster, why didn't we plasier Labor Action with it7. If 80, why is
it buried away in this article? Why ien't the whole. paper, or half
of it devoted {o this? Compare this paragraph to the sober, .

careful phrasing of the Johnaon resolution,

dut the question remains. Are we for this action or are we
not? lemember the millions of workers who are Tpoised in
Teadingss." 4nd it is not "too late? We resd on:

" It is worthwhi.e pointimg out that even if, let us say, a
genersl ptrike had been cslled in support of the miners undar the
directlon of the precent labor leadurship that would only have
raised more soutely — far mor: aoutely ~ the decigive guestion
-railsed by the strike of the miners themselvéa, namely, who is’
master in this house... Are the American workers ready to gnsesr
thic questioni®
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More acutely -~ fsar more acutely - the profound politicel confusion
of the article is here sxhivited. Note the phrasing. "I¢ is
~worthwaile,® Yeven if," ¥let us say.!

2) if the strike hnd veen called under the direoticn of the
present lrbor leadership, they then would have been incapable of
ansvering the gueation, who is master.

3) Then, as the present labor leadership is no good, what
would haove been any good? :

"l:at is Tequired is a working class politicsl party which
aims at estavlishing a workers government and ¥32% represent and
defend the best inkrests of 21l the people azmainst the monopoly
cppitaliet cleass.' ‘ . ‘ ,

30 that millions cf poised workers must resign themselves to’
the poiscning of the lzbor movement because thersz is no party
whici: represents the best interests of all the people. But this
leadersnip to come will not consgist of the pregent labor
leadership For the labor tureaucracy, unicnist or peliticlans. are
organic.ally the same. Ye know what they Gdid in the Generzl 3irike
in Brivein in 1226. Te knovy that they »ill never in such
circumsternces claim to b2 MmASTeTs. -d0 that what the articie is
saying im that what we need is a revolutionary: psrty. There isg
none in eipht. 5o_do notkine. "ihat hit the miners yesterday will
hit every cther vorker tomorrow." &o the artiele tells us. "Trade.
Unieénism is nct sifficient.'! This in large print. 8o the prooosal
for a zeneral stratezy committee which will censist ¢f the present
bureaucrste, oll thisc in reality imcens netning. They may meet, They
will utter ﬁmere rhetorical words.l

it can now be seen that as far as thic Labor Action article

is concerned, the mere "prociammation of readiness to resisti' ie not.
rhetoric at all., . It is the limit of what o»n be proposed from such
a political basis. For if by =ny ¢hance, the bourgecisle should
Tail to ve intimidated Dy the mere proclamation. of the lavor
leaders, then, -even without a genersl strike, the question of who
.is master wsuld be posed. But these leaders, being what they dre,
end there Leing no revolutionary party, the American working class
is not resdy fic snswer bthis questlon. And since the Amerilcan
workers ore not ready %3 -newer this question, then the whole
declaraticn of readiness woild be scen for what it 1a, a mere

empty threat, a mere rhetoric. We attempt tc frighten the bourgeois
and if it is net frightened,then we go backhome again until a party
is formed which ete., etoc. : )

That ig the psrty line. The abeve is the psrty policy. (It
was the policy end still is the policy in Europe.)  ~ome of the-
party leaders say polntblank that the morkers are backward.
shachtman says that tco but is alwayes re-dy to say thet millicns
are rexdy but there is no porty. BSetween thesz two positions the
party vacillates.
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THE_GEJERsL $TELKE-;N THEGRY

I cmit here twe vhinis.

1) The theoreticel question cf the "general strike" and the
statlflcaticn of produectizn sheuld £ill cur theoretioal journal
and should be ccnstantly brcught before cur resders. Here I can
berely indicate the treatwent. The general politicpl strike and
the soviets appeared in 1905 cwing to the stage of development
of producticon. In 1936 in France and in the U35, appeared a new
stage, the genernl strike for cccnomic demands (inorease in wages,
holidays with pay, etc). Today as I mmve explained in ocutline,
particularly in the US, the whole economic development and the
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sccial forms it engendevs, poses befcre the workers the genaral
strike and the formation of cocmmittees for theilr economic demsnds.
This 1s the s:-g¢igletructure, the mculd which gives fcrm to the
exploding wr- th of the workers. The wirkers in the Commune behaved
as they ¢id beocaure of the sooial struoture determined by the
stage of development of producticn. The same applles to 1805. The
same ainlies to the U.$. in 19468. It is within this framework thot
a. party functicns. That is why the U3 bourgecisie and tine workers
are oconccrned empirically with the general strike. That is why the
minority mskes this #s baslic strategic crientation. The party of
the Fourth International does as we have seen.

2} Upon statificsticn alsc is pased, today, the gquestion of

the sociel program for the miners and all other werk ers. Nelther

the WP wcr the SWP has the faintest conception of vwhat is propas-nda
fcr a sccirl program foday in the US. All I ©man do is to menticn
scme 9f tle mere important gquestions pesed by this serisue crisis.
The WP and the WP will come 4o them in time. They will have to.

But 1 have written as I have dune Decause the miners strike was
‘nct tne deciszive action in the present sta.e. -That was only a
preliminary. The party now hes to decide what it wlll advoceste in
the new rcund cf demands that is coming up. It must deviae some
poliay, gbove 2ll, it must cease talking rhetorically about :
general ccuncil for strike strategy and united action. Whet united
action dcee it mean? “Yhat dces it propose that the millions of
poised werkers do in order to defeat nurray snd Reuther's-organic
treachery? I state categoriocally that propaganda for a labor

party and naticnalization now take n seccndary place. What is
. Tequired is propsganda and agitatien for conecrehe aotion., What dees |
_the perty propose? I can only say finally that, particularly with
the necessary preparation, lssue after issue of Labor Action during .
the crisis should have been; a UEV issue,;General "Strike issue; the
paper filled rith interviewa from workers in the plent on the ganeis
strike (for snd against); gvery statement on the general strike P
by the bcurgecis® press reprcauced; the article by the Tinmes.
reproduced in full and elaborately analysed. '‘e would have

‘gtruck eme. That wae, is and will have to be our funcotion in
crises such as these. .

COAL CRitipd, THE PARTY AND RTCHUITMENT

. I leave for the last the quention of the party and the party
membership. On December let, J.T. Farrell spoke at the NY '
headqusrters cn literatur e. Over 200 pecple came and some Were. -
turned away. On December 8th Greenberg spoke on the decline of
art. There were nearly 200 people: At both these meetings, it
was announced that Coclidge had vislted the mine areas .and would
speak on Lecember 15th ¢n the strike. There vere not fifty people
present fcr Coclidge's meeting. The complete responsibility for
this rests on Laber Action and its policy. If, during the weeks
before we had criented vurselves ss [ have indicated, the climax
of monthc of proparation with the pamphlets, reprints from Labor
Action nnd the New Internaticnel, etoc., and the party mobillzed,
we would have nhed a real mags meeting. This UMW guestion is the
biggest single p2litical event since thae end of the war. The whole
world locked on nct only intevested but vitally affected. It was

ey
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the c¢limex so far to the first strike weve and the bourgeois
breparaticn to break the second. Yet the party did not want to
hear a first hond report. If the party reacted in thism vay, how
Will contacts react? On this deadly serirus issue, the party
rerains dead <r ccnfused. It is the inescapable result aof the
false line. 4And that is why the WP and the 3%¥P remsin unable

te rise tc their responcibilities snd really grow. *I stated that
recrultment was tc be undertsken in narmony with the rhythm of
the advoneing class strusgle. I pointed cut that by preparing
for th: events and then geing gll cut when they cone, we ocan compel
pecplo to $hink, to go beyoud the day to day struggle, to join or
TememDar Us. :

I zgein reminded the hationsl Committee cf thig in my
memorancum st the Flenum. We have dene n:tiing t. help build the
party ov ne=ns cf thig erisig. Thas 16 the miserabple fact. 1In a
few monthe the situation may change. It m=y remain stagnant. Mo
cne kno%Ws ¢r cen know these thinps. But I subwit that the party
has no line to meet the present situnticn at a time when the whole
country is shaken by the potentislities ¢f the struggleand now to
deal with these "paralyzing strikes is first on the order of the
day. - ) ) . . 0 . -

P5. This article was finished vhen I re d the fellowing in Labor
Action of December 23rd {in an editoriail, in large print) Wit is,. _
for example, sn incontesiible certainiy that the gevernment will - - o
think twice abcut trying to slasp &n .injuneticn on the auto or steel
vorkers if it knows in sdrnce that such a move will Dprovoze a
- national protest embracing 31l forms of acticna, including ssop-
work acticn. The same goss for anti-labor legislation and so on
devn tae line.t '

durely scmecne besides the Minority will raise a 'voice in '
protest. VWhat is stop-work aciu cn"f I ask #galn: "What is "gfop-vo; -
action"? Does the party advecate "atop work acticn" for "antie :
labor legislaticn and 85 on dcvn the line." . Ii wa ave bo have Mgicp’
work acticn" Geown the line then where is the party tc lead this?
Will Buch acticn not be under the directicn of the present lsbor
leaders? 4And what cdoes "down the line" mean? That, I beg.to state,
iz an sxtremely loose ststement. The more the Jeadership tries to
extricate itvself, the deeper it sinks. This paragraph alone
justifies my whcle article which I have written, I may add with
consideratle restraint.

J.R. Johnson
January 11, 1947

¥In tha conventicr resolution on Building the Bolshevik Party.




