
PHILOSOPHY A ~J D REVOLUTION 
FOUR LECTURES 

To meet the challense of _our times and work out t~eoretical 
preparation for revoluti~n, historicBlly as well as philooophi
cnlly, it becomes r.ecessery to dig deep in Order to bring out 
the boundless poss:#.bilities inherent in Marx's ~<1orkf1 11 especially 
the final unfinished work -- the Ethnological Not~;.~r)oks. ~a~ 
is not all that is needed. as ground for the leap -ah~ad.· What 
is· equally indispensable is to call upOn the; ilew 'forces arid nw' 
Reason ~f revoluti~n for our day• 

·:' 

To that end, this series of· talks begins, at one and the 
same titnC, with the French Revolution and· Hegeli8.Q'_ · dirilectics 
_as well ns with the 20th century new forces. and O'!W passions. 
This. is carried through with the 1848 and lB'll revolutions' · 
and Mar:t 

1 
s net-1 continent llf thought. · When. we~ app.r08Ch~ ·the · 

20th century, the series delves ,into not only tolHI an~ --~I~·;_ 
B.s well as the birth of the ·Third World,- bUt, ·aboVe all~- tne. 
new forces and Reason that have emerged iu the last decade -
Rank-and-File Labor, the Black Dimension, t-Tomen 's Libet:ation, 
and Youth. 

You .are invited to actively participate _with us _in _the 
followir.g !iaries of fo-Ur concentrated lectures: 

. ' . 
' ,. 

I, 

WHY HEGEL? WHY NOll? AND 20TH CllNTURY NEll PASSIONS AND NEll FORCES 

Required reading: 

;, . 

Raya Dunayevskaya, Philosophy and Revolution 
Ch. 1 1 

11
Absolute ·N~gat:.1v1ty ao- ~~:;;.; _Ecg!:-.::.i~::;: __ 

Tho Ceaseless Movelnent of Ideas e11;d of H!s'to_ty" '· 
Ch. 9,

11
New Passions 8nd Now Force'li Thc'··Black: 

Dimension, the Anti-liar Youth, Rank-and-File 
Labor, Women' o Liberation." · · : · 

Suggested readin~: 
Hegel, Phenomenology of Mind · • 

~:r..::ller T .. ogic 
Frantc F::Mn, illRck Skin,' White !!asks· 
Rudi· Bal'.ro, Tho Alten1atiV£, 
Charles Denby,- .Indisnant Heart·: A BlSck WOrke"r·•a Journaf ., f• 
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II. 

MARX'S PHILOSOPHY OF REVOLUTION (1843 to 1883): 
From Philosophy to Politics of Revolution • and 
From Practice t~ Philosophy of Revolution 

Required reading: 
PhilosophY and Revolution, Ch. 2 1 

11A New Continent of Thought~ 
Marx~ a tU.storical Materialism and 
Its Inseparability from thu Hegel
ian Dialectic"-

Marx, The Ethnolosical Notebooks (Marx' a unfinir.hed last work) 

Suggested reading: 
Marx, Civil War in France .. 

Grundrisse 
Roman Rosdol~ky, ·T'ne Making of Marx's 1Capi1:al' 

III. 

DIALECTICS OF THE .CONCRETE VS. FALSE ALTERNATIVES: 
'Lenin,· LuxeMb~;rg, Karel Kosik vs. False Alternatives 
Trotsky, Hao, Sartre: 

Required reading: 
PhilosophY and Revolution, Ch. 3, ."The Shock of Recognition and 

. the Philosophic Ambivalence of Lenin" 
Cb. 4, "Leon Trotsky as Theoretician" 
Ch. S, "The Thought of Mao Tse-Tung" · 
Ch. 6, "Jean-Paul Sartre: Outsid;ar. · 
.Looking . In" 

Trotsky, The Permanent Revolution 
Karel. Kosik, Dialectics of the Concrete 

Suggested reading: 
Sartre, ~~arch for a Method 
Mao, On Contradiction 

1·h n.-sui docmnents on the "Great Proletal:'ian Cultural Revolu- · 
t::..on11 (

11Long Live Mao Toe-Tung Thought") 
The Revolution is Dead, Long Live the Revolution: Readings on the · 

Great Proletarian Cuiturnl Revolution from an Ultra-Left Per• 
spective, .especially Sheng-:Wu~Lien, Whither China? 
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IV. 

DIALECTIC METHODOLOGY hND DIALECTICS OF LIBERATION 
h Review 

Required reading: 
Philosophy and Revolution, Ch. 7, "The African Revolutions and the 

World Economy" 
Ch. 8, nstat~ Capitalism and the East 
European Revolts" 

Frantz Fanon, Sowcto, and Atlcrican Black Thought:_ (a News & Letters 
publication) 

Raya DunayeVskaya, Dialect~cs of Liberation 
!f.arx~pita1 1 and Today1s Glgbal C,Fiaio. 

Marx's Letters to Vera Z:urulitoh 1881 ! editionc o:f the four d.mfts 
ot tlie letter!~ nuiy.be ~ound in l1erx en Enr:els: 

Suggested reading: 

Selected Uorks (Hoscow, Progress 
Publi~hars, 1970), Vol.III, p.l52; Marx and Engel~: 
Selected Corresponde~ce .(Moscow, Progress, 1975), 
p.319; and The Ethnolog:ical Notebooks of Karl Marx) 

Fanon, Wretched of the Earth 
Erich Fromm (edh Socialist Humanism 
News· & Letters, American Cbrilizar:ion on Trial 

Revolutionary Feminism 
She~~ Rowbotham, Wo~c~. Resistance and Revolution 
J. Kuron and K. Modzelewski, "An Open li~tter to .the Party11 

Herbert t'.arcuse, Reason and Revolution (both tha 1940 and 1960 editiono) 
The Raya Dunay~vskaya Collection: Marxist-Humanit>m, Its Origin aDd 

.. 

Development in Amc!i:-ica, 1941 to Today (availablo 
from the Labor History Archives of Uayne State 
University, Detrqit, Michigan) 

' .. 
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-7-
ADDITIOHS TO T:m G;:!J.li\Bt S }:OR THE rtULOSOHff A~!D REVOWTIOH CLASSES 

T!lc replacement of un "nnd" b:,· two prcpositionn - 11from11 and-"to 11 - :L1. 

the title or the la~t tnl!\: in our neric3 of' clnoses in Philosop~· fllld Revnlutiun, ,. 
which is now to read: FROM DIALEX:TIC tiETHODOl<lGY TO THE DIALECTICS OF LillllllATIO!!, 

mu;J::arizea and pL"'lpoints what h.:ls develt:~ped fi'Om the classes. Thus, in the first 

taJJt- 11 \'/f.:y Hegel? Wlzy Uov1? And 20th Century New l'nsoion::; and New Forco::; 11 -

VI:: added to the required rtt!!.d:Lne,at one and tho same time, the essay on Absolute 

l;cgo.tivity o.s l!ew Beginning from the liD'/ ESSAYS pamphlet,. and Frontz Fancn' s 

TilE WRETCHED OF THE F.ARTHo This focused not only on the .fact that we were com

bining Cl'.l!lpt&r l 0.11d Cfl..apter 9, but the motivation .for that combination - its 

concretization to t!le point whCre we no longer had to fear tho.t readers woul.d 

ckip Chapter l and run to the? prese~-::.t moment without ever grappling wi"t11 dialec

tic methodology. Everyt~ thereby moved directly from Hegel's revolution :.:!E. 
philosophy to 1f.arxt s philo~ophy of revolution. ~he present as the test Md the 
11proof11 wes carried to the ·suggested l'eadings as w"ell by adding our pamphlet on 

FRAI'iTZ FAHOll 1 SO'IILTO A!ID AJJElliCAi! BLACK !!!HOUGIIT, 

More important wan the need shown, in Lecture two en "Marx's Philosophy 

of Revolution", for not separating Pl!ILQOOPH'i Ai!D !lEVOilJTION from MAilXISM .AND 

FREEDOM, By adding to the required readil'.g Chapters 3 ,and 5 through 0 1frcm 

LlARXISlt! M'D FREEDOM, history became n?t only the way it affected !l'i!lr>:' s re

otructuring of CAPITAL, but what happened objectively, from the Civil War in 

t.he U.s. io the Paris Cor~c. Moreover, wo n:oved GRTJNDRISSE into the required. 

reading so that we hed tho oppcrtuni ty to bring in the Orient without needing t~ 
wait for-the_ 20th ce;ntury revolu·tions to appreciate Marxrs· new continent of 

thouGht aa well ao revolution. To tho suggested readings we added co~:sidersble 

emphasis on the American l'OOts of !!.ar:Y.ism: AMERICA'S FIRST lll!FINISIIED REVOLU-

TIO!J as well no the JXllllphlet on THE FIRST GE!lllRAL STRIKE IN Til£ U,S, on tho 

other hand, I didn 1t wish to leav~ ~1e contemporary ocene only for Part III, and 

therefore suggeoted we add tho cri tiquo of Ernest ~b!ldel Yfue' pamphlet .on 

MAlllC'S CAPITAL A!ID TODAY'S GLOBAL CRISIS 1 an well as rr,y "Two \7orlds" column on 

Ronnn Rosdolsky, Also added was tho apocie.l Jan-Feb 1979 issue of lffiWS & J..ETTERS, 

with rr,y critique of Engels, 

The third lecture on 11Dialoctics of tho Ccmorete vs. Felso A~tel'!lD.tives11 

took nearly two hours - and baliove me, I left out much tha.t I hlld intended to 
. l" .., 

talk about before I :f'olt tho time flying."" Of course it covered a gront UeaJ. 

of ground, but th11rc wao no other way to comp}::lso the whole book into .four talks. 
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In nn.v caoo, we nlvo h:.'.d tCI udd to the required rending: first ant! 1trpouJ.t1,ro 1 

LBlllT'S miLOSOIHIC 1/CY.rEDOOJ:S (Vol, 38 Collected \'lorko) 3 ; soconclly1 Gro:noci'a 

PlUson HOTEDOOKS, ospccinlly the article~ en Dialcctico ond the Critique of 

BukharL'l; nnd thirdly, Hoe:o. Luxomburg1 c GE!:lERAL STRIKE. 4 

Aloo added t"l tho rco.dingo vto.s Hegel f s Smaller LOGIC. Besides the con:;.tMt 

references to the Second and ~bird Attitudes tri Objectivity Wllich you vdll hear 

on ~he tnpos, con:::;tetntly related to Loon Trotclcy EU1d Jl'no, I felt it impcrntivc 

to call attention to Lenin's Z.Co.ding of the SCIE!!CE OF LOGIC. Two points cc

pcciaJ.ly were imr.ortant to ilmph.G.siAe: the point where Lt>nin finds Hegol reaching 

tbo Absolute IdeO. - (Johnson-and Str~thors tmnsle.tion, Vol,II 1 P• 465) 
11 not, however,· merely as ~bjectivo world without the :mbjectivi ty of the notion, 

but as objective world whnze inner ground and actual· persistence· is the Uotion11 ; 

and (Vol, II; p, 477) the point whcro Lenin, in developing at ler.gth that final, 

ch..'\pter of HegCl 1ti worlt, aces "contradictory terms. are held· apart .. , and thus · 

Como bef.ore Conaciousnons wi tllout w.tue.l contact," and describes ·tho. le ttcr 

as 11 the e::mcncc of the anti-dialectic." I· f&l t strongly that this is, indeed, 

the essence nf the· anti-dialectic and covers not nnly Trotsk'J, and Mc.o, but aJ.l 

Altematives of today whom Lenin an'licipa.ted as' he concluded that ·-he had no one 

to leave hie ~rantle ·to and had to write the !7Ul as he did. 

FinD.J.ly ·,ve como to whnt I began vr.l. th - the finD.J. talk, For tho first 

time, in u talk'a.t a wivorsity :which, though under U&L YOuth :sponsorship, waR 

nevertheless not to_:t;ally ours, I introduced tho organizational question. . Uot 

onlY that, it wns introduced as the third and conclusive pcd.r.t ns "The Concreti

zation of the Absolute Idea11
1 saying that instead of ending, as -usual, with the 

two :ri.nSJ. :pam{;mphs of I!!ILOSOFHY AND REVOLIJTIO!! 1 :t wanted those two paragraphs 

to become the tusk not that 11 r'?n:nins to be donc 11 but that we would begin doing, 

And we had begun doing it_ in 1953 with tho Letters on the Absolute Idea, expressed 

it in or!l""izational form in 1955 with News and Letters Committeco1 and it WLIO 

time to stop keeping it as our OI'ganiza.tional "secret". nnther,_ just as Lenin 

had bettor continuo with tho "Self-bringing Forth of Liborty" we hnd boon doing 

thcJ past quarter century. 

tioo as totality, then that 

It wo arc serious about the unity of thaors• and prnc

totality cannot exolude collectivity as Nll:L Commi·ttee 

form where ell work out tho dialoctio as tho theoretiMl propnratj.on fol~ the . 
Amorican Revolution, 
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-9-
Finally, on the Cyllc.buo i·tsclf, whore Suggested Readings include Hcz·bert 

Marcuuc 1 s Ron sen 011d Re:volutir:m, plca.oc chango wh:lt is in tho ~1.rontheacs to ro!ld: 

(the 1941 e:di tion uwi ?r1.•fo.cc to the 196rj cdi ,;ion controcter~j - and new our N&L 

Dulle:tin "'n "The Ncvm.eos of OUr Philooophic-Historic Contribution", origin.'llly 

published in 1969, That io where 1 i'irct otz·csscd nur ori~t'lCJ.ity·ao centoril::e: 

1111 those \'lOrds 11ns new bcginning11 and it certainly should be ]nrt C'f tlrl.~ class, 

BGcauoc I believe l")ur comrades should knort that this is the way these 

lectures end, I 1m ocnd:i.ng this out now and a.e:king you to nttach it to your 

Syllabus. 

J.lay l-2, 1979 
RAYA 

note·s: 

· l) Besides LABOR as 11sv.mna:tion11 for all the categories. of Marx, I include· time, 
since I believe the absolute opposite, tliat really tells·~ Marxist-Humnism is, 
is to oontrast Marx1 s analysis of lobo%'-time nu that horror of tho f.aeto:cy clock 
that I' o'unds you into an abstraction, . agairist Marx's defiriition of "time io spo."e 
for human solf-developnont." ' · 

2) I wish someone would volunteer to type fro.m the tapas, what I so.id in tlieee 
:four lectures for which I have no noteo - ~i~~~...g~~~~~~~~~~ 
and that one is only for mC, so that I can 
have the four talks es a bulletin. * 
3) We ShoUld sl!0\1 thc.t it is not the whole of Vol. 3E. which the StalinistF.I most 
deliberately tried to pretend io· n "continuity': of Lenin, whereas the PhilosC"phic 
!Totcbooks (tho Abztrct oJ: Hegel's Science of Lo(;ic) · and the 1vork he did'.in 1914-
1915 is c breeJt .with his orm philosophic P"St, 

4) I just decided to look into Peul Frolich 1 a ROSA LUXEIIBURG as it was published 
by !lonthly Rovicw Prccs and to my surprise found l.lARXIS!.l AJID.FREEDOM liatc.d, Thct 
set me off to thinldr..c tlw.t pcrbapa wo should really tllso include the talk on 
Roaa Luxemburg. I gc.ve on Intcrnntiona.l Women',s Day. It cortainly is great that a 
book on Rosn Luxemburg lists Y&F nnd that a book of letters ia coming out that 
I will have advised rco.dors to study. · 

* ?.~riww. lw.:;, <:U.rocdy bcgw1 to tmnacribo both Lectures 2 nnd 4, nnd Eugene has 
volunteered for transcribing o.o woll. Any rtho wish to volunteer for this ox-
porioncc should lYt us know v1hich they will ·be doing oo · thti wor!c can be. shored. 
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