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< fa liberté est lessence e Thomme, & un
puint tel que méne ses adversaires la réalisent.
{...) Nul ne combat la liberts; il combut tomt
an plus la liberté des autres. Toute cspéce de
likerté a donc tonjours existé, seulement tantat,
comme privilége particulier, rantdt comme droit
wniversel. »

Karl Matx.

AT ROV o RN TS A B74 e o o #  PA N

¢ Ricn eanre, quand individus et peuples oni
une fois appréhendé lu notion abstraite de la
liberté, qui est ponr soi, dans leur représett=
tation, ne posside celte force indamptable,
préciséuent parce que c'est Uessence propre
de Uesprit et en véritd sa réalité méme. {..)
Quunet le savoir de Pldée, c'esi-d~dire du savoir
gue les hommies ond ponr esselice, fin ei objet,
.l liberté est dardre spéculatif, cette idée méme
comme felle est I réalité Juonaine, les hommes
ne possédent pas_pour cela celte idée, ils sont
cette idée, »
G. W. F. Hegel.
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préface de herbert marcuse

Le réexamen de la théoric de Marx s'impose comme l'une
des thches Jes plus urgentes pour saisir la situation contem-
poraine. Aucune autre’ théorie n'a, peut-tre, anticip avee
autant de justesse les tendances fondamentales que revétirait |

. 1a socitté industriclle, tout en tirunt, manifestement, des conclu-

sions aussi incorrectes de son unalyse. Le développement
£conomique et politique du capitalisme wu XX" sidcle présente,
il est vrii, un prand pombre des caractéristiques que Marx
avait déduites des contradictions inhérenles au systdme, mais
ces comradictions a'éelatdrent pas duns la crise finale; I' « 3re
de Vimpérialisme » a été 1émoin d'un regroupement ¢t simul<

.tanément 'unc stebilisafion intercontinentale: des pays de

I'Ouest — et cecl, malgré ou A cause d'une « économie de
guerre. permanente ». D'autre part, bien que la révolution
sociale fdt préparée ot commengit sous la direction des
conceplions marxistes orthodoxes, In construction ultérieure
du socialisme dans le camp communisic contient bien pen
de 1a substance originclle. Mais notre tiche ne doit pas se
limiter .4 souligner I'écart existant cntre la réalité et les
« prévisions » -de Marx; cn effet, dans In mesure oi lzs théses
de Marx ¢t d'Engels sur le développement du capitalisme
avancé ct la transition vers e socinlismo furcnt élaborées &
un stade ob leur « vérification » ne pouvait dtre envisagée,
il nous est permis de parler de prévisions dans la théoric
marxiste. Or celle-ci, de par son cssence méme, refuse un
tel terme ¢ interpréiation de I'histoire, clle définit, en fonction
de cette interprétation, l'action politique qui, utilisant ics
possihilités historiques du moment, cst susceptible d'établir
une société d'ol cxploitation, mistre et injustice scront
absentes. La théoric de Marx, aussi bien dans sa structure
concepluclic que dans sa pratique politique se doit de
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(Reprinted heve is e shectal Introduction
. to the French ‘editlon)

“The recolutionary maove-
nient which bepan in 1769 in
Circle Social, which, in the
middle of itz course, had at
itx chief representatives Le-
clere and Rour, and which wes
femporarily defeated with
Pabeuf's Conspiracy of the
Equvais, broupht forth the com.
munist idenr which Bobeuf's
friewnd, Buomarctli, reintro.
drerd into Franee after the
ReveJution of 1830, Thi- irlca,
ecansistently developed, is the
idea of the new world systen”
—Kgrl Morr, 1844,

“Contemparury Ching
is the jueus of world
coriradictions ... Sinee
the past forr months,
the class struagle hoc
cutered a Fisker stape
..o 0t s Yo orerthrow
the new b ern hour-
greodsie g ud esiablsh
the Peoplc's Commune
¢f Cli.swstt ne focic
eiy free frem buregn.
crais Iite the Pans
Conzpure? o Whither
China? (Shenpculien
of Huuan Manifesto),
1355, .

The revoluticnary traditions in France are of such
depth and magnitude that exch succceding social revolu.
tion 55 wll 85 every plilofophic revelution followinz
the great Freach Revoljutlon were, throughout Europe,
"grouuded In the foundation laid in France, Because
every freat stop forward in philosophic cognilion flows
from the disecevery of n new way {o make the plunge

1o freedom. in actuality, the philosephie revolutions in
Germany were directly related to the historle develop.
menls in Frauce, .

© Thus, the Hegelian dialectic developed under the

Impact of the French Revolution, Or, more precisely put, |}

~it was the dislectie of the actions of men reshaping

history that was {ransiormed lnt-o-i:hﬁasuphic wiethed . ‘

by the genlus of .W.F, Hegel.

Thus, tne, Marxian dialectie developed out of the
creativity of the French masses In the 1848 revalution,
“8nd reached 2 new
Communands in 1371 “slormmed the beavens.” In com.
pleling the French edition of lds greatest theoretical
work, Capital, in 1872.75, Marx urged all to read jt
because “it possesses a sclentifie value independent of
the original and should be oonsulted even by readers
famillar with the German language,”

Thus, Lenin, to lay the theoretle foundztions for
November, 1917, “rewrolc” Marx's Civil War fn Franee

as Stale and Revalutlon, Indeed, what better way eould '
there have been to express bls pew unlversal, “to s . .

man” than to deseribe a mew soclal order with “No
police,” no army, me offlcialdom. Every worker, every
peasant, svery toller, every one who is

whole. population to a man!” ‘

-]

THUS, EVEN WHEN REVOLUTIONARY evenls
are not carried to a definitive conclusion, as wos true
in May, 1968, the nearrevolution showed anew the
power of ihe sclf-activity of the masses, who, at one
and .the same time undermined DaGaulle and the
thought of all those who held that such things could
not happen in a2 technologically advanced country, This
near-revolution in industrislized France put an end
to the self-paralvzing myth of “technological rationality” -
which had transformed the proleterizt Into one-dimen-

sional ereatures whose flosh snd bones became,
cllegedly, part and parce! of the capitelistic system. ':

This revelution that had not come to full fruition -
had created a new form of relationship between young
intellectuals and worliers—Worker-Student Action Com-
mittees, Nor did these studenis who built the barricades
and were the catalyst for the upgushing revolulonary
situation bave any illusions as to whare power resided
when 8 milllon workers downed tools and took to the
sircets, in all, Involving 10 milllon in a general strike,

" This Sprinz awsakenlng in workers' sell-activity
created ways of keeping the Communlst Farty and its
CGT at bay. The workers' otcupation of the factories
upset the bureaucrats' colculations .and negotiations

historle dimension as the Parls

exploited, the J

with thoe State on lts capitalist grounds. They cooperated

»

!
!
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as the movement In France broke through all bounds, ,
toing far in advonce of all “peal” v¥anguard parttics. |

NO ONE IN FRANCE In May, 1668, nceds to bo -
told about the counter-revolutionary work of the Com-
munist Party which helped slifie the revolution-te-be,
What does need re-evaluation Is the ottitade of the®
Independent revolutionzries, Althaupy they wishied (o go
atl the way to the overthrow of capitailm, ang sop.
ported Whe workers In o1l their actioss, iey neveryless
felt that the unfolding of a neow phitazonhie hunner
whiel: would glve these actions o diretdinn v Rome.
thing they could pick up “enroute.” Leing, thus, Weore.
tically unrreprred to win the minds N r
opfate of Cemmaunim's 2o tar
larpuare, they must first v rise 1ot
the mes and develop & theory based o ¢
frem praciice and capaosle of uniting Wi,
itsclf, remuins ome-sided and, therclfore, incopol
fruitica. .

On the other hand, eynics who clalm thet Gaulllem
without DeGaulle only “proves” that May, 1965, was
“nothing. must explain why then §s the frome of
reference for anylling sng everything (and nol only in
France!) May, 1058, not DeGnulle, 1958-1865. Thie ke
nol to say that there was a social revolution, Nor Is it
meant to cover up the unfinished charncler of revolu-
tionary action. Ralher, ft Is said in arder o 'stress that
pew beglnuings always start from the highest develop.

menl of the Jast revelutionary situation, And not enly -*

on native ‘grounds. . . i
.

BPRING, 1968 WITNESSED explosion, nol only In’
France, but also In Crechoslovakia, On the surface, it-
may have appeared that by Spring, 195 , “demo-
eratization” in Crechoslovakin could ol compare |
with the near-revolution in France, and it certainly !

wasn't as startling as the new outburst in a Western .

land, But the tendencles of some West European revolu. | ©
tionaries to look only at the surface #ppearance as if |
Dulicek ceuld forever koep confined with'n his reform- !
ism masses in motlon, the fres Pew of ideas, the phil.
osophers scarching for new ways of approach ta, and
relations with, workers, only proves that the gulf which 5

divides East from West exl<ts not only among the rulng .
“classes bul rlso among revolutionaries, I

. . !
Tho -truth Is tha! net only did the workers and

student youth go far boyond the coitflnes, bul zlto the
Communist Parlies themselves were shaken up ond,
produced new tendencies, on the one side wore mpssed
no less than 850,000 Bustiag scldicrs (some thousands
more than imperialist USA hag In Sovth Vietnam), On
the other side, on that fateful August 20th when Russfan’
tanks invaded Czechaslovakls, slood the unarmed Czech!
people resisting, to mzn, the armed invaders. A‘\l this;
calis for more than a mere expression of interng}ional
solidarity, (The French CP pretended that much.}. < ;
what is demanded of us is the realization that inler:|
Datlonzl solldarity is not something we do *for the
Czechoslovak masses, Rather it s 2 way of lcarnlngf

* . something vital from them, Ag I wrcie at the time:

. A speelre is haunting Communisny as 4t hes haunted .
gnva_te capitalism—the spectre of Marcist Humanism, [t|
th r the boundaries between,
and the borders belwetnj
nscended the boimmdaries

hat separate the and keeps workers and

intallectuals apart; transcended, not ot somsthing m!,lm.f'r .
ich:

humon or supra-historical, but gs the very fuff of «
rcvo!utior_u are made ond remede, Its vnifying n{ﬁon oft .
Epontaneily and orgmization as g sinple, forec eannat be
encepsulated in an elite party, but veleases ftzelf as a
forwward movement of the masses, . . : :

O exde”
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rediscovery of Maex's Jumaniun in 1068, tnat they nadi
re-tliscovercd that authentic care of Marxism back ia

try hod ralsed the most profound philosophic problems "
when they asked: “What kind of labor should man do? '

the immediate post-World War If world, this only proves’ Why is there such a gull bhetween thinking and delag?™ | *
that wotkers nnd Infellectuals Inbabit Awo different «(See Chupler XVI, '_'Aulunaunnln'nd the “New Humag- \

worlds in every country. In the wuld-1040%, the three. !

corncred debute between oxistentialists, communists,
and capitulists as tc who were the true inheritors of
the humarism of Morxism was discussed on an Inicl-
fectun! tevel only. None of them foupht Communlsm as
the Stafe Copltalism Bt represents, No ene questioned
ts role in Worlh War 11, either during the Hitler-Stalin .
Pact or after, much Jess ralsed the question of any:
collzston In the nuelear holocaust bt American
inperialistn rafned en Japan. . i

Hislory will never absslve Amercan imperindism
for this wanten, inhumen, cuclear holotaust. Neither
will it forget the deshumanization of inlter natfonal Come
runlsm as the bambs fell on Hiroshima und Nagasaki,
Auzust B6th and August Sth, 1845, Listen to what dares
exll itecH LeHlumanile, oa August 8, the day betwcen
the atemic explosions:

“The aiomic bomb dropped an IMreshinia secms {o
have cansed consideruble destriection, Awerican yoporis
supgest nothing less than the disuppesrance, from tie
face of the earth ef a tows of 300000 inhabitants, The

“effcel of the discorery is conviderable. Nevertholess, the
Yiatican has becn pleased to disapprove of it! May we
be permitted to eIPress puy SHFRRISe, beenuse when the
Nasis had the pricilepe of woging tolal wor with a
total crelty the Haly Soe sas nof cquatly indignant”

The Italian Coenmurist paper, L'Unita on August
10, 345 .

wThe news that an atomis bomb 1was dropped by the
American Air foree has wmade o encrmpus fnpresson
throughont the whole world and has heen reeeived onhaf!'
sidos with e sewse of panic and words of cosdemnation,
This shows, it scems fo us, a turious <hologi -
version and e doctrinaire obedience to g?omrgglggls:?::t
humgnitarioniem . . , We de .xot share the sense of
Jterror which has been ezpressed in certain press com
“ments because we beur in mind the concrete use which
tas made of the fearful exgine of destruction.”

And, finally Tbe Dally Werker of Great Britain on
August 14, the day before Japsn surrenderad uncon-
ditionally: :

“There was no official hint of the length of delay
thet the Japanese are to be allowed before the full foree
of Allied ‘power—including the clom bomb—is loosed
agains? them in a blow intended to be final™

. » .

EVER SINCE THE DEATH of Slalin, followed, first, .
by the workers' revolt in Zatst Germany on June 17,
1953 and within & few wecks, by an uprising in the ;
Vorkula forced Iabor campy in Russia ilself, the move-
ment from practice has been the challenge the move-
ment from theory did net meet, cerlainly not in the .
“West.” In East Europe where the confrontation with
totalitarian Communism reached open revolution in Hun-
gary, 1956, workers practiced Marx’s Humanism by the
formation of Workers' Councils, by defining {reedom as .
frecdom from Communism, by trying to establish work-.
ers’ power .on totally mew human foundatisns, where |
the freedom of each is the basis of the freedom of all. .

It was shortly after the Russian {anks, with Mau's
encouragement, desiroyed the proletarian revolution and
dared call the re-birth of Marx's Humanimn "revision.
ism,” that I completed the writing of Marxism and
Freodom. As against the beat Ameclcan inlellectuals
who hag declared the 19505 to be “the end of ideology,' -
I had shown that the American workers, o their battles
against Auvtomation, first by & general strike in the
mines, and then by wildcats throughout the "aute indus.

"o

‘the basis for achieving a néw human dimension
- which no new soclety bas viability.
.

" counter-revolution are so interlocked,

ism.™) .

The first cdition of Marxism and Freedom (pub- |
lished In the United States and ltaly) beging with the . -
age of revolutions—industrial, polities), soclal, mod |
inteleclual—that initlated the machine age, and ends '
with iwo. new pages for freedom, the one in East -
Europe agzinst Communism and the one In the United |
Slates against racism, 1 was crilicited for placing the |
Montpomery, Alabama Bus Boycolt of 1055.1956, on the |
same level as the Hungarian Hevolution, With the bisth |
of a new Third World, initieted by the African Tevolu.
tions, the color black, became a new force of revolution
givbally. It, tuo, huwever, has now reached an Impasse
—must one choose hetween existing world slate power
before cne can achieve full freedom? For a while, it+
looked as if Mao's China was pointing 16 an irlependent
read, different from the two contendets for world power
~U.8. imperizlism and Russizn State Capialism, call.
ing iseli Communism. But ag the Vietham War has
proved anl over again, tht Sing.Saviet conflict subord|-
nates freedom siruggles to its respectve power swruggle.

[

IN PROVIDING AS EMPTY a shelter for mind, 25
the fall-out sheller Is for the body, Commnunist State-
Capitalism is giving full prouf of Lhe schelsss Marx had
long ago predicted for the decomposition of the capital- -
istic system. This has pever been tiuer than since the
1960°s when Mag's China, at one and the same tme,
joined the exclusive nuclear club and unloosed its own
barrage ayainst the Humanism of Marsism, By the time
of the so-called Proletarian Cultural Revolution, 2 new
revolutionary oppositien within China opposed to the !
re-establishment of the new monolithism has arisen.
Calling themselves the Sheng-wudier of Hunan (Hunan
Provincial Proletarian Revolutionaries Greatl Alllance), .
here is what it wrote in its Manifesto, “Whither China?™:

“Intoxicated by his victory of February-March, Chou
En.lni—at present the general represcutative of Ching's '
Red Cupitalist class—Rurriedly tried to set up revolu-
tiongry comamittces in all parts of the country, If this
bonrgeois plan hod been fulfilled, the proletanat would .
have retreated 1o his grave . . . The form of political
poicer is superficially chenged, The ald provincial party !
committecs and old nidlitary district command have be-

come ‘the revoluliorary committee’ or ‘preparatory group | -« °7
¥ €0} pa ;

Jor revolulionery commitfee,” Hoyever, old bureaucrals
continne 10 play the leading role in the 'new political
power' . .. as the nasses have scid, ‘crerything remnains.
the sante after so wmuch ado.’

“Victory of the Chinese preletarial end the broad
masses of revolutionary people and the extinction of the
new bureancrotic bourgeoisie cre likewise incvitable.
The world-shaking great festival of the revolutionory |
peoplc—the overthrow. of the revolutionary commitiee |
‘und birth of the ‘People’s Commune of Ching' — will B
surely survive,” . :

This, ton, was published in that remarkable year,
1968, Spring 19G8. ) S

Thus, a5 we see, new revolutionary forces havck
aricen everywhere to blow skyhigh the gory myth that |
revolutions are made for the purpose of establishing a -
party machine; party-monalithism is there to throttle
the Tevolution, not to release the creativity as well as !
the energics of milons. Marxism is either n theory of !-
Yiberation or it is nothing. In thought and in Jife, i%u]lnyi :
withou

v
i
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IN OUR AGE OF ABSOLUTES when revolution and
it Is not only the
jntollectual “in general” who must leave his lvory
fowers; so must the Marxist theoretician, The ceascless
repetition for the meed of a vanguard party “to lead
has blinded bim to the fact to which the mass of people -
are not biind—that everyone 'is ready to lead 1.he|‘n;L
nobody to Nsten {o them. Yet the movement from prec-
tice during the past two decades has been ceascless while
the movement from theory hes been at a pear starndstiil
To risc to the challenge of the times requires alto-
gether mes banoers, Morx wes the first lo see this In
jts breadth and depth—as both a birth-lime of "history
and the realization of philosophy, Becouse he had put
the human Leing In the center of all his thoughis, he

covld unite theory snd practice, idealism and mates
Halism, and, unarmed, throw the gauntlet down fo thcl
armed bourgeoisic. When asked why he, a bourgeols

intellectun! had broken with his class and become a

. the highest belng for man,

“radical,” he replicd that "To be 2 radlcal means o
gresp something at ftx root. And the root of mankind,
s man himself." It stiil i,

The second editlon of Marxism and Freedom, pub-

:lishcd simultancously In the United States and Jepan
_in 1964, included a new chapter,

“The Challenge of
Mao Tsedung'” which traced the development of ""Mao's
Thought” from 1927 to the Sino-Soviet conflict in the
early 1060's, For this special French edition, I w1 add:
ing an Appendlx en Mao's “Cullural Revolution,'

T wish to dedleate (his cditlon lo the Freneh
workers and studenls, who made Spring, 1968 heppen,
{hereby heralding the coning rebisth of a social rovolu.
tlonr that would mo} sc, . rate ilself from Marx's phik
asophy of liberation, thus making freedom & reallly.

. —Raya Durayevikaya
Detroli, Michigan

Fehroary, 2870.




