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A REPORT ON THE BIACK..RED CONFEREWCE HEID TN DCTROLT, JAN, 12, 1969

VWELCCME BY GHARIES DENBY:

This is tho first time that such a conference of black youth, black
workers, black women and black intellsctuals will have a chance to diseuss with
oach other as well as with MarxisteHumenists, who lond the »ed coloration not
only for the sake of color, tut for the sake of philosophy, a philosophy of liber-
ation, We hope that this will not be a ane-shot conference, tat a continuing dj-
alogue of black and white, workers and intellectuals, adults and youth, mon  and
womon, that will leed to 2 true uniiy of action and ‘thoughts. You yourself wiil
decide at the end of the day how you will carry this out, what concrete motions

_¥ou wish to pasy, whether you wish %o publish the discussion, or use it as a
asis to start some conorete activities ke blaock organizations, black caucusus
i the unlons, or in the tlaelkr student uwions, or unify a cosmittes for thoe stu’ ¥
of’ vhilosophy in the wovolution, It is completely up to you, . .

: To encouraga the blacks to speak out, we have arrangod a specinl zeait:.:
- at this conference, black in frent, white. in back. .But in .the afternoon sessicr :
ve hope both will speak out, and arrive al some wnified zeticn on the floors
Mony times black people have said they did not want to tall, but to listen, Iui
ore of tha main purposes of this conference is to have .the black people speak ous.
Sraryone, will have ten minutes, The auther of Philosorhy and Revelutdon will have
w1 hour first, but the discucsion will continue the entiro day. Wo will henr
revolutionary philosophy expleined, and the author will show how she sees the
revolutlionary situstion in the world, as well as right here =- and how she hovper
Jou will help her write the final section of her work, To introduce her r X

will turn the chair over {o & black youth, Ray, . : ‘

INTRODUCTION-_-BI RAY:s

. . Back in 1920, when nationalism among tlack pecple Zirst took its roois,
the U.8, govermment tried to suppress the propagation of radical ideas that the
Russian Revolution, which had just taken place three years befors, in 1517, had
instilled in black people in this country, But small groups of hlack radicals
rotaliated to the govermment's attack Yy publishing the fact that socialism stood
for the black man's emancipation and that the reformers in Americe couldn't do
anything to better the corditions of black people.

In the words of Claude McKay, who was a black post at that time:" I
thizk that Afro-Americans have found that Marx had beer interested and Tought
veliantly for black emancipation,” And this is true, Marx was very interestd
an the black struggle of his time in this ocountry, During the American Civil
War, he eriticised the American socialists and people vhe called themselves
Harxists at that time, for not teking a part and supporting the black man's fight
for freedom, just because it was not, as they congidered it, & class lzsue, e
also formed a workors! group which later bocame the First International, to go
on strike in Burope in support of %hc North in America amd close dowm any plant
that used cotton from tho South., The Llack stiuggle also played a very dmportant
part in all of his writingo, aud oapeuislly the wrdting of his most important
book,
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To Lenin, tho black strugglo in America was also important, Ho ine-
cluiszd it *n his thesis on the Hational and Colonial Questions, To Lenin, the
word “"nation" didn't mean just a naticnal group or a country that was being cp~
pressed, It also included minority proups within a given nation, He stated that
3t was not emough to be for a revolution, bul you must also sglve any national
question that exists within a national teurdary. He said you have to support na-
tional struggles that developed along the lines of independent nass actlvity.

, His eriticisms of those who say thoy are for a revolution and do not
support tha national questions, apply alsc in this ecountry, The so-0alled Seeial-
ists and Communists are not willing to face the full meaning of the national guos—~
ticn here in America, Much has been writton and spoken ahout the sameness ol
black poople to the American Dream, in order to prove that the black people aro
not o nation, Then why does there exist a black question or problem today?

T is beceuse American radicals have failed to wnderstand the fact or the Mar.n.
principles’ and approach to the lational Question. They must Ty now realize thet
“inck people are not waiting for them to wake up, but are moving on our owm ts
resolve our problems,. . ’

The question is, can a ge:uine Marxisw as practiced by both Marx ard
Lonin in their time, be applied to our day? The answer is yes, and thai is wui'
cur principle speaker for today will Ye attempting to do, 4n her new book,
Siiilosophy and Revolutidn. Sho is a Marxist-Humanist, and her name is Raya
% mayevskaye, the author of Tho Afro-Asian Revolutions and a book called Maruwis::

2:4 Froodom, I would like to twrn the conference over to her.

* w %

The 59 participants present rorrosented not only black and white, but
*axican-Americen and Japaneso activists in.the freoedom movemont, as woll. Yowng
and old, workers and studonts, mebars :I at loast a dozen varied organmizations, |
they heard the following preseriaticn, sid then discussed -— for six £, hovms —
almost every question discussed in tho olack community today,




PRESENTATION BY RAYA DUNAYEVSKAYA TO THE BIACK.RED CONFERENCE
held in Detroit, Michigan ~~ Jamary 12, 1969

Lot's talk — not about the moon and the stars and the planots, and
little homllies from outer space, as if we don't have enough trouble on this
earth -~ but about what is a great deal more important: the pecple, especially
the working pecple, especially the black working peeple.

If the Administration thinks that because we heve scme astronaut herces
we will thereby forget about war, racism, poverty, and the werld that nesds seome
roesheping, we will have to tell it to him like it is. Eocause first and fore-
most iz MAN and IABCR, Tt 4s not ths moon that camo dewn to lock at us. Tt
is we who went up to look at the moon. And the hardware that went into that is
net only a problem of science, In fack, the reason you can go to the moon, btut

-ean't solve the housing problem right here in a little slum 1s because you have
always had, in class socisty, this division between science and 1ife, Amd Marx
" saw long, long age -=- some 130 years ago ~- that if you're going to have a dif-
ferent principle for 1life and for science, you will be living & lie. That is
Just ‘what we have been living all these years, And there are reasons why there
is this great division, '

_ All of the history of mankind can bo developed just on the history of
laber. Even if we exclude science (which we can't), it would still be a fact
that it is not only the hardware to go to the moon that labor has tuilt, He
has built the primary things on esrth, which really make the world go aroundt
food, shelter, clothing, ILebor has tuilt everything, But don't think that
just bscause the working man has produced all of this, the only thing he can
do is manuel labor., That is what the capitalist wants you to think,

. There is another kind of labor besides marual ~- mental activity, And
this mental activity is not restricted to sciumtists or to other intellectuals,
In fact, what they think generally comes from this movement from below, ¥hat -
is most important of all is that workers think their own theughts. And the
thoughts that workers think are the thoughtsthat move the world,

‘It 15 all summarized in one word t: freedom. There is no such thing as
thought that has any significance unless 1%t is the thought of how to gat free-
dom, All of man's history is various stages of the struggle for fresdam.
though capitalism may be botter than slavery, we still have a long wey to go.
So —~ first, ws have labor as a manual acivity; second, labor as a mental ac-
tivity, What gots everything chauged is iainking how and by what means you can
move to freedom, and masses actively noving toward freedom.

Hosides labor and thought, we have some colors that are not accidental
which we should talk about today! black and red, Biack and rod stand for the
actual movement of scolety.

Lot's start in 1671, Bat Turnar's Revelt, That wasg the same year seme
whites in Now England started & papur called the Liberator, stimulated by the
movement of the slaves in the South. The coaloscence of these twoe forees
lod finnlly to the Civil War., Bat thet's not why I'm choosing 16831 for today's
discussion, I'm cheosing it for Nat Turner's Revolt — he tried to bo fres and
ho was hanged for it = and I'm choosing it because that was tho yesr thal a

4341




-

man named Georg Wilhelm Friedpich Hegel died, He was a German philogsepher who
dealt oniy with thought 4n ivory towers, yet whet Mat Turner did and thought is
related to Hogel, though they were of course quite unknown to each other.

. lest year = prize was given to a white Southerner for a book abeut Nat
Turner =~ & horriblo book. 4 1ot of Hlack intellectuals got very angry and an-
swerod the author, Styron, Theirs 4is not a bad ansvor == btut what is really
groat is NMat Turmer’s owm Confossions, They were made to a white vacist, and
he strossod the fact that he had the right to fight for fresdow. He had heard
voices and they told him to do 4%, New thers was another revolt that took place
at tho same time, and the whits rulers wore sure that there had been s conspiracy.,
Turner dended it:"I seo sir, you doubt my word, 3ut cannot you think the same
Idea which prompled mo mivht prowpt othery as well as myself to this undertaking?”
Here is a supposodly uninicliligent wan, and he reacognizer that as groat as is
his own struggls for frozdon, it is impossivle that he, though he hsard the voices
from heaven, ihought of it alone, Ha 4s abiclutsly sure that the Spirit, mesning
the objective movement fon frosdom, and the peopls fighting for frssdom ars itho
sema thing, .

How these two movements - oblective and subjsctivae, ddea of freedom
ard people fighting for froodom —- furection togetnor, is vwhat we are going to
be learning teday, I i3 called diajecedes, Wa w7il see how they ccmo to jam
up against each othor, dnd coalosco o» not ccalesce, depending on whether you win
or lose:  And if we can find oul what 3+ wag whon the Grocks established it, and
what it was when Hopol establichiod 1t, erd vhab: 4% 35 with Marr — wo will know
all there is to know about philosophy. . o

Dialsstics originally meant "dialect” or talking — ond tho Grecks had

& vary high opinion of 1% if it was the rhilosophers vho werc doing tho taliking.
They had the “irst dermooracy for the citizans, but not for the slavolaborers,
The 1dea was that if you, the Phailosophor, talked *o someone, end he had an idea
that opposed yours, and you thon contenplated, you srould Tinelly come aup with
an idea that was totally different than oithor one orizinally was, And it 4s
fruo that you got some movoment thet way, bobt becsuso the talk that went on

was the telk of only intellectusls, it wes contemplation alone or the viewing
of things, not the doing of anything. : ' '

What was differont about it when Hogel got %o re-establish it for our.
age? We had moved from 500 EC, when thore was a slave soalety, to 1789 when
there wes a French Revolution, the greatoct revolution that had over happened,
And the people, the sans-culotios, tho onrages, the indiganant hoarts - they
hod something to ss; ut things. They wore saying thoy woro glad they got
rid of Louis IVI, ™y they got with tho overthrow of the mcnarchy? Yhy
was there still a distinction botwean "passave citizons” and "active oitizens"--
espocially whenthe so-called "passive citizens® wore the ones who were doing all
the woerk? They wanted to kmow way they all shouldnt be able to discuss things,

This French Revolution was such a chellonge to the people in the ivory
towers, like Hogel, that he couldn't holp roflecting it, So that when ho began
to telk about dialectio, 3t didn’t moan snly thoughts bunping up against each
other, it meant action, It moant deve'.~-mont through contrediction, the develop~
ment of ideas, amd of actusl history, ani of the class strugglc, It waz this

.
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developmont =--not a proecess of adding up how many aro hore in this room and
contrasting that with how many voted for Wallaco, tut of sceing what the people
reprosent and how rmch motion they can get going whon tho idea of frecdom in-
splras thom =~ that is of the esssnca,

Novertheloss, since he did rostrict himself to ideas, even though his
philosophy roflectod actual history, something morse was neoded, Whon Nat
Turnor led his robollicn and Hegel died in 1831, Marx was 13 years old. He didn’t
know anything about oither one of thom. But 13 years later, in 1844 he creatcd
the greatest philosephy of freedom, humanism, #And ho built it on the dialectiz,
But ho said ideas don't float in air, There ars pecple who have ideas, Marx
included men himsolf, mon who thirk, who strugglo for frocdom, who try to unlte
the idez of froedom with the actuel strugegle for freedom. He refused to bow
either to capitalism or to commmism, He said that in place of eithor tho profit
motive of capitalism, or the collective form of praperty of communism, the im~

portant thing weas the gglf-dovglovment of men,

In creating this philesorhy; he heard about and colleborated with the
Abolitionists, black ard whito. in this couniry who woro struggling against slavery.
Some so-called Marxists said woll, of course, thoy wore sgainst slavery — but
the slavas just wanted the freedom to bs exploited by tho capitalist, They thought
.they. were much wisor because thoy wantod froodom from the capitalists, too. Mar:
showad tham that they were crezy bocause freedom and thinking are always ggncrete.
Ard in the actual dialectic of liberation ~- that 1s, in the actual relation of -
thought to act, in the, actual devolopmont ~~ you have to arcuse and elicit from’
the population many, many forces, The greatest force is labor, tut there are
others, such as tho youth, and in Amoricae the greatest of these other forces is .
the black masses, Marx told the whitos who thought they were superior beczuse they
were frec: Logk et you, you den't evon have a national labor wmion -~ and you
can't organige cno bevavse labor in the white skin cannot boe free wliile lebor in
tha bleck skin is brended, This wasn't only "dialectics" or "philosephy”.. This’
was tho wey it was, Wy fAnally hed tho Civil Wer in the U,S... and the first
natlonal labor wnion came after that. :

It was by ss‘tablish:lng laber as the conter, and the unity of thought and
practice as necossery, and by jamming wp all those new ideas into a new philosophy
of liboration that Marx was able to ostablish the First Workingmen's Internationsl..

' Okay, Now let's get down to writing our new baok, Epilosorhy and Rovow
lution. To do that, there are two more dates, this time in the 20th centuwy,
that we have to censider, bofors we got to the 1960's and the "Bconomic Reality
and Dinloctics of Iiberation” we camo to discuss. One of those datss 1s 1920y
the other is 1936, :

First, 1520, Remembor, please, thai past history is also present his-
tory. 411 history is contemporary, bocause we always soe past history with the
oyes of today, It is important to remember that because today it 1s so hard to
got communicetion started between black snd red, The blacks who don't want to :
talk to the white imporialists wind up not falking to any whites, And the tragedy
is that 't irhibits tholr strugple, not the other way around -- baczuse you have
to have the mejority of the people to win,

Harold Cruse has just published a book called the Crigis of the Negro

Intodlgetusl, He thinks the trouble is that the blacks don’t remambor their
kigtory, the real history of tho 20"s when we had the beginnings of the national-
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ist movement with Gmrvey and what was then called the "new Negro"., He feels if
they remembered their history, they would have their real rights. He is right and
wrong at the sawe tlme, It is true you have to know your past — but the intellec -
tuals who write tedey and try to tell you that DuBois amd Garvey were groat, but
Marx is not, wero as far removed from Garvey and the black massos 4in 1920 as anyonn
could possibly be, :

The Garvoy movoment was the greatest movement America had aver socen in
mass rumbers. Carvey organized somo six million people., The blacks who thought
the South was horrible and came North, found that the North was the same thing in
& different form, The Hogro was supposed to be impossible to organize, Garvey
showed that was e 1le, (I know people don’t like the word now, but it was CGsyvey
who fought vory hard to meke evoryone spell Negro with a capital N, They would
hever have won that fight without his movemant,)But bocauss thoy didn't have a
total philosthy, and because they wore so frustrated, whore did it a1l erd?

- "Back to Africa®., It was fantastic. They were all Amoricans, This is whore thoy
had labored all their lives. .

What is important to romembor is that the black intellectuals didn't
went tc have anything to do with Garvey and his followers. The intsllectuals
considered them all ignorant. DuBois-gven went so far as to go to the Stato
Department to demsrd Garvey's deportation. Who made people lock at Carvey
as a revelutionary? As important? As doing more to shake up eapitaliem in
Ameriesn than all the white and black intellectuals together? Ienin,

Lonin said it wae a start, It was shaking up the rogime, ot only that.
He said to look arowd the worid, He saw China and bogan to wordor if we could
overthrow imparialism through the "Nationel Question." So tho actual movement,
which was spontaneous as all great movements are, and which showed the, trus revo-
Iutionary rolo of the black people in this country; rovealed that the only peopls
who were trying to get a discussion started botween the hlack mnsses and the black
intellectuals wers a fow white radicals who kept seyingt For hoaven's sake, talk

to each other -- this is tho real revelution,

DuBois was a very great researcher, but he nover mderstocd the tlack
masses -~ or the white masses oither, beceuse lebor didn't mean anything to him.
When you romember Garvey, remombor that the gulf was the gulf that separated the
black messes from the black intollectuals; remembor that the few beginmings that

wore started then, were started by the Marxists, Cruse is trying to say that
the "division"” wes all tho commmists' fault, Dot the Commmists of the 1920's
were not the Communists wo saw later. ‘The Cormunists had strangth in 1520 be-
cause they undorstood the revolutionary forces, The blacks left .the Communists
later -- and the black intellectuals didn't, The black masses loft the CP during
World War II, The minuto Russia was in the war, it was supposed to have suddenly
become a good war, ard all the bleck peooplo wors supposed to wait wuntil aftor the
war was over to fight for their rights so as not to hurt the war effort, The black
masses seldt I've heard that story all my life; it's never tocday, it's always to
morrow, And they tore up their party cards, ‘

Tho other yoar wo have to consider is 1936 vhen the CIO was tuilt, Today
everybedy lnows tho CIO as a great ureauoracy, but in 36 and 37 it was & great
movarient. The £irst industrial union couldn’t have boen built without the hlau!gl
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woriters, and everyono knew it, That was when gou had the unity of white amd
black, 't rawrite history. Boing egainst whito irperdalism doesn't moan
that all of white labor ard the radicals are tho same, What the hlaclk naticnal-
ist leaders awme forgetting is plain history. Once you have that many blacks in

. tho sama unden, you can't go arownd protending you'rae not all in the semo shop.
If you're going to have a revolution, you'd betier havo it togethar; or you won't
have it at a11,

It's ono thing to say you have to operats with & black caucus demanding
varlous things, like upgrading amd so on, but it ig quite another to consider that
the main cnemy is not Jord or Chrysler or CM, tut only Routher, You have to recoy
nize when Reuthor became the enemy, It was World War If - that wms when bath
the Communists and Rowthor became the oneuwy, And that was when the Marxiste-
Hunanists said, no sir, we aro not godng to condona this ar, '

Now I thinik we have omaugh, of history and theory(in the 19th century
¥o saw 1t through Hegel ang Turnor and Marx; and in the 20th century through
Garvey ard Lenin and labor and o Marsist-Humanists of that time) to got down
to tho dialecties of liberstion todey, in the 19607s, : : )

Phidosophy and Rovoluticn has hpes parts, Part T is called "Why Hegel,
Why How?" and ta'tes up the dirlectic as the algobra of rovolution, the miathcdolopy
of what man has dono in firnting for froodom, Once you get tires things, you
have the essance of its 1) we dialoctic ~- the actual development, through sc-
tual class struggle, through actual contradictions; . 2) the right Subject ~
¥ho ‘i3 resolving those contradietions? Mayx said it was the class force, tut
helped by othor forces susch as nminorities, the black people, ard the youih ;
3) how does thiis movement frem below for freedom, from practico, wnite with *he
move:;:eqt that comes from thoory? Tn other words s the relationship of thaory to
practice, _ ' -
" In tho chaptors on Marx and Lonin I take up concretely how Mayx did
it for his era, and hew Lonin 44 it for his. Up to a cortain stage it seemed
casy, bacause it was only capitalism theoy, thought they hed to fight. But Lenin
found, with the outbreak of VWorld War I that it was his ocg~comrades who betrayed,

The fact that overy unit in lifo has its opposite trithin itself, ard that the

Lenin saw the ars ¢y of labor as a transformation into opposite that meant
& break~up within labor, BRut he also saw that the way to transform that into
Ats opposite was by going lower and desper, and uniting with the minority groups,
That boceme the "National Cuestion”, : : '

Part II of tho book is called "Altornatives”, Those that arc the most
dangerous are again those from within the Marxist movemen + Lenin had to deal
with the botrayal of the Socend Intornational, Ws have to desl with the tetrayal
of the Third,  Tho thros altoruatives aro Mao Tse~tung (and Castro); Loon Trotsky;
and Sartro, Tho first two are from the Marxist movemont, The last from tho in-
tellactuals not commocted with a party,

: Tho important point to keop in mind insofar as a0 and Trotsky are oon-
corned is that they aro rovolutionaries, Why did they have tho wrong answors none-
theless? %han you meot a now problem you can eithor stand still and sayt this is
vhat Lonin told mo, on Yarx, and nothing has happened that is new — and this
is what Trotsky did, what wo call gotting stuck in the fixed particulary or,
ag with Mao, you ean 82yt wo can't waidt a thousand yoars, wa're going to have to
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find some shortouts, powsr comes from the barrel of o g, But the shorteut

has proved in life to bo the longest way arowd, As far as Sartre is concerned,
we find that what he wound up saying was that it was fine for all the workers to
go into the Communist Party, but ho wanted his own freodem es an intellectual we
and you got the concept of the vanguard party coning from the man who didn't
bolong to any party,

Whet you have to ask yourself is how it happons that blacks should
follow Mao or lastro? Is it sufficient to hate and want to got rid of just your
ovn speciiic capitalist? American imperialism is the aneny of Mao and Castro —
and it is your enemy, But is thet sufficient reasor to Join with Mao and Castro?
Or do you have to do what Marx did and ralse up an entirely new bamner that will
say: No, I'm not only opposed to Amevican irperialism, tut also te Russian Com-
mmisn and Chinese Corrmmism —~ I want an entirely new socioty,

Now Part IIT is the section that isn't yet written, It is to ba called
"Economic Reality and the Dimloctics of Idborstion” and it is on two levels,
Une is the world lovel, vhich takes up the rolationship botween the advanced coun-
tries and the tochnologically underdevoloped countries, You see that here it is
in tho 1960's and never has America boeon so rich ard powerful — in fact, tho,
whole world is divided into two great muclear powers : so that we may all get
blom up,  And hers are the African Revolutions, They didn’t have arms, lot
alone nuclear armsj they didn't have powery not oven industrial power. But they
dared and they won, . :

: .. DeGaulle ot so furiocus when Sekou Toure defied him and dared to tell
the nighty Do Gaulle:"No, we don't want to be part of the French ompire,” that

he aven tore out the tolerhone wires to show the Africans they couldn't do without
the white man, Why did Toure.win anyway?- Fiyst.of 211, he had the rasses with
him, tho entire people, And they ell said "No," They dared — and & lot of

" whito teachers end such said, ‘We'll holp," And a lot of other hlacks gaid;

"If Touro can win, why can't we?" That's why tho blacks are called the vanguard.
Tho .great forcs of an idea galned thom froedom and reshaped the continent.

Why then have so many African nations moved tack to a military regime by
today?e- cr taken a side either with Amorican imperinlism or tho Russian counter-
part? That's where the objective movement comes in, Tho strength and power o.J]
these two micloar titans will get you sucked into the vortex, unless vou rely

s8¢ tion. Onco thoy got power == the
Nigumahs and Toures == they sald, we'ro just as smart as the whites and we can
play politics, too, The minute thoy bagan to play that kind of politics, they
were lost, They stoppod having a contimuing dialoguo with thoir own masses.

But we don't have to go to Africa to seo another great form of the dia-
leoties of liberation, Wo have the hlacks right hero in this country, Amd if
they sheko up the world right hers, all the world can bo free, It was the recog-
nition that in the most affiusnt sooicty there was the greatost poverty, that in
the most military power thore was a roveivtionary foroe, that madesveryono turn
to see vhat those few 1ittlo black students in Mopth Carolina were doing when
they demanded to be sorved at a Junch counter and refused to move,

Betwoon 1960 and 1565 the spontansous movement of the bilack youth par=
ticularly, and some labor,was the moving force, It roally all started with
the Montgomery Bus Boyoott -~ and agnin wa were tho only cnos who recognized it
at that timo, Jjust as wo were tho only ones who recognized what the Mau Mau in
Africa ropresented in tho 1950's. Wo printed Poopln of Kenve Spesk for Them
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selveg in 1955 because we recognizod that in the hlacks in Afrieca starting to
throw out the white imperialists, they had started a new pege in history that
would roshape the world entirely, which it did, and in the shortest poriod of
time, at that, In 1957, in Mayxdom and Freedom, wo said the two greatest forces
in the world for liberation were ‘the Hwngarian Revolution and the Montgomory Bus
Boycott in Alabema, Thore was a great deal of ridicule at that time for the
Plane on which we had placed the Mcntgomery Bus Boycott, Nobody laughs at it now,

After the spontaneous movement of the black students bstwoer 1960 and
1965, thero was not only a great desl of movement on the part of white students
running South to help —= but there was a movement of thought, as well, Each by
itself is one-sided, theory amd practioce, #nd the thinking did not bogin on tho
question of viclence or non=violencs, A1l the arms are 4n the hands of the capital-
ists, It is not the movemant of arms that roconstructs secieoty; only the movement
of the masses does that, ‘

The first mcvement on the part of Rov, King towerds Humanism was when
he brought the yuestion in, in welation to the Jewish philosorher Martin Bybor,
who had expressed the idea that unless you.rocognize that it's not things, but
human relations, which are the crux of everything, you will never get anyvhers,
(Rev. King didn't montion the Abolitionists, or the movement right in this country,
much less Marxism,) o ' S o . '

. . Yot, vhen he moved from the South to the North, he didn’t knew how to
function with Northern labor, His philesophy got stopped because it had %o have a
relationship to labor, ard to Marxist Humanism as & philosophy of liboration, What
came to taks its plane? Eleck power, . :

: Now black power may be good, bubt it isn't geing to get you your freedom,
In fact, the capitalists are trying to use black power sgainst you, They want to
put up a few 1ittle black capitelists and say they've done their part, No, it
has to bo a new wnity of theory ard practice, and of whito and black. Black
power can be corrupted like everything olse. fAnd you can be suve that capitalism
will try to buy out whomever it can, '

‘Instead of going Mack to the real roots of Marxism 3n this country, in-
stead of trylng to work eut a new relationship, thers is too much trying to grab.
a shortcut through Castro or Mao., The most digusting thirg I ever saw ccoumrred
in Now York right aiter Rev, King was mudered, Thore was the first now appear-—
ance of black and white unity in the demonstrations after it had pretty much
stopped in 1965, And right at that point, William Hpton, the Maoist, got up to
sayt Wo don't mourn Rev, King ~ he was an obstacle to our freedom, For someone
"who is hlack to dare to do that, shows that his theory comes from a foreign land,
indeed. (All the blacks who think thoy're differemt by following Maoism should
moad Meo's own thought. He is so wsed to using klack as evil, that every other
word. 1s black guards, black countor-revoltuion,,. with all he wants to do in
Africe, somebudy should at least tell him that hlack is beautiful, )

Trying to be against all whitos is to fail o see your real roots, and to
fail to work out & new coalescence of black and white, and theory and practics,
It is the present period I want you to talk about., And in beocoming theoreticians,
in creating a now philesophy by spsaking for yourselves, you have {o recognize that
you spoak, not as individuals (though the individual is vory great) but as the
new forces that are nocessary «— what Marx callcd the new paasions for reconstruct-
ing scolety on totally now, truly human, begimnings,

* % %
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TYCRRPTS  FRCM THE 1 TSCUSSTON AW THE BIACK-RFD CONPTRENCT, JAN, 12, 1062
Ths following sammeticn of the discussicn which continuod throughout
tho entire day, was preparcd by two young hlack werkers who participated:

FIRST SESSION: (Only black participants tock the floor)

Taree rariinipants askod quostions:  They say the Africans are throwing
the Indians and Arab shopkeeopers out, Yhat is the significance in relation to
blacks controlling their schools, shops, otc. hore? What do you think 1s
holding up tha revolution for black freedom so long? What should take place
whore both black and white will gain the froedom of mankind?

Steslworker: I don't see why everyone is worried about wherc the black man's next
move is going to be. It is true 211 over that when the black man betters his
condition, averyone bonelits from his move.

Faya: I would like to hear about the different caucuses in the shops, ard what
they are concarmed about,

Auto Workert Most of the black caucuses.in the shops have diffarent names, but
thay are all primarily ccncerned with disorimination, Not too meny deel with
skilled questions, however, and this is a critical avenue to upgrading. Most
seem pointed to getting on supervision rather than to elevating labor on the
lino, Others ave getting sucked into the promise of capitalism, Nixon and the

. companies are talking about black capitalism, and suddenly everyone seems to
think that the way to sclve your problems is’ with a pieco of money. Too many '
bleck leaders 4in the seo-called reveluticnary movement ere selling out for this
plece of silver. -

Wemen worker: Why is the compeny trying to doestroy undty among the menf

Steol workers The company is saying that if you have troubles you should not
4ske them to the union. - They say, bring them to us and we'll solve them. This is
to stop men from uniting together for a raeasl movement.

Vioman worker! The union representative ard tho elected goverfiment officials are
selling us out, at least most of them ~ like Conyora and Diggs, On the other
hand some are trying to get the messege to other black men - like &. Powell,
Working Womant What can wo do to cause less bloodshed in this revolution we're 4n?

CORE workert Violenco seems always to attond revoluticn, There is a lot.of dis-
_content, but we are not to that point yot.

One of the things that bothors me and many others is eloctoral

politics,ea

Young Mechanict Young people aren’t hung up in olactoral pclitics, We're not
hung up oh whether Conyors is good or not, we're ageinst politicians, poriod,
We'ro talking about throwing out the whole system. It's going to take violenco
to take powor from thoso who have it, and put it in the hands of the people.

Activists Whito and black worked togothor well in the carly days of the Civil
Rights movemont, but since Elack Powor, most of the whito people have bean run ont
of the groups, We've found we are at & standstill, Tho leaders don't want to
hear eriticism, don't boliove in anybody's idoas but theirs, don't belleve In
alternatives, I'm concorned about not having commmication with white pecple.
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I feel wo need all the revolutionary groups we can get, in order to change this
society., How can we get the older hlack People, the militants and the white
radicals together?

Working Womant The first thing wa should do is get together and unite our

thinking instead of destroying oach other, We never had civil rights bocause we

1;3:-& never accepted &5 people, Some pecple want to destroy others with different
848,

Woman Activist: I have a 19 year old son who wouldn’t be caught dead here, He's
out doing his thing, There 4s 2 torrific gemeration gap. But I try to listaen,
He's got an Afro and 2 chain around his nack, Ha's doing his thing. He's tiy-
ing to change something, They're not worrded about gotiing expelled. When you
got expelled three or four times you have.it medo, I think bleck peocple ought to
start listening to what their children are saying, When I was growing up, I hed
to obsy or get put out, . Now kids have a Placa *o go. They ean live with some
other teon-ager. Our Job is %o keep them home and start listening to them. My
Son used %o plcket with me when COHE did that sort of thing, Now they're doing s
different thing,

Young Worker: 01d pecple are on the way out and want young people to accept what
they tell them, But young people went to do it a different way.

Young Mechaniet The Afro has become 1ike a trade-mark., There are a lot of peoplce
vearing Afrcs thet aro so up-tight with the system they will sell you out in a .
minute, It's not what you wear or how you leok, it's whet you think and what yo
do that counts, And it's not cnough to sit back and listan, If that's all you

do, you still have the thing going. You have to listen and then act,

Older Workert last week one of the black foremen fired so many pacple they had
to bring in the union and company and everybody else to keep him from firing
more. And he was firing black pecple, not whites, There is so much confusicn
today that you can greb any old idea and rn wild with it, I've besn trying to
figure out the contradietion in Brooklyn in the school system. They have white
teachers who would fight 4f a Nogro moved into their neighborhood, 8o the Negroes
say, got out and let us run cur own school — ard these whites are fighting like
hell to stay in that school., 4nd the black youth -- if they don't accept the
right tasis for =ll their actions, they won't sclve anything, That is, they won'c
change the ‘society as a whole, aven though they may change a few things within |
it, About politics, take the union, One day in a meeting, a worker got up
amd pointed to a bureaucrat who had just spoken, This bureaucrat had Just said
thet we should support somo politdcian, because even though everyone knew he

was & politician, he was an honest politician, ' The worker said it reminded him
of two men passing a cemetery. One looked at a tomb stone and said, “I thought
there was a law against putting two men in the same grave =- but here's ono that
says tHere lies John Dos, a politican and sn honest man,"

Raya gave a Imdef summation Just before adjourmment for lunch; short excerpts of
vihich followt
You are clearing your heads to understand what comes spontansously from

the masses ard what comss from theory, The first preparetion is not activity
«alone, tut thinking, There have been too many soured revelutions, To prevent
‘appther one, we nead the unity of oppositos — but it has to a certain kind of

4y. Take the question of age, The youth say, you old ones aren't listening
mﬁ%ymvsmema The adults say, I want to listen, but I want you to do
what I'€all you, The adul -have experdence and the youth need that, But that
experiened-has 3 be Jamicd wb against the new things that the youth are saying,
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""lo also have to realize that actions have consequences, and the youth
started a lot of actions and got a lot of consequences, The fight against racism
and against the war even brought about LBJ's docision not to run for prosident,..

What is hangirgup the movement now? The Black Power slogan, for all the
good it did in holping others to recognize that black is beautiful, and that
unity 4s necossary among the black people. — is now being used by the capitalists,
Thoy're buying off a section of the movement, Thoy want to try to divert it to
mean voting for the good gu¥S.es

We have to find which opposites are correct, Why is it right to fight
for a tlack caucus ~~ and right alsoc to fight against the Hlack foreman?

Take the grostion that was asked about ths Africans chasing out the
Trdians ,e. o must know vhy. To what extent was it color, and to what extent
ves it class? Thers are a'ivisions within the Thi:d World, and w3 have to know
them, In Tarzenila. after ihey threw out the British, thoy threv out the Arabs,
beeause they were the im.:diats exploitors.ess '

We heve to bo careful not to fall into tho trap of tho “erime in the
streots™ question. It ir not that wo dony thore is crime in the stroets, but
that we tell ‘hem it com:s from thoir system, and once that system is changed,
there won't be ¢+ much tv.oble with crime, Thoy weuld like to divide You into
"good" and "bad”, and pu’. you on & committeo with them so they can make Uncle
Toms out of you, We hav: to have a. choice of the subjects that will move us
somevhere, You know, Eiover, since ho got his siart in the Palmer Faids after
World Wer I, has adwitted.that orime is getting worso every year. Yot they keep
saying that they cai't do without Hoover, Can those of you in the shops, ima~
gine somebedy getting up and admitting to the company that every year since he's
been in charge thin;s havo gotten worse, and they wouldn't fire him?

Aftor adionrmmens for lunch, we'll come back and see where wa've come,
and where we're Zoifees ‘ : . : '

SECOND SESSI:Ns ( iMloor open to all prasent)

White Studertt Will the tlack man went to experisnce capitalism bofors he de-
cides he docsa't 1ike 1t? Will the black poople knock capitalism before they
got a chance to be part of 1t?

Black Worker! Under capitaiism; you will £inl a majority of the wealth controlled
by a mizority. The questf:1 is whother this systen s acveptabls, ard I think
not, Tuis cvstem has to heve a scapo goat, You vicd to have the Jtalians as
the mest exploited, and t.oy wero all considsved " cimirais", Now all the black
people are considored "eriwminals.” This system hes to go.

CORE workert Thore used to bo other systems, like fewlalism, No matier what
system we havo , won't some always have more then others?

Black Workert Consider China, That was one of the most impovorished lands,
Yot the wholo system was changed. People get tired of living in poverty, and
that means thare's going to be a change.

Black Workert Thore is something wrong wrong with your priorities when you can
spend money on dog tidbits, but not get a bill through Congross to got rid of
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rats, UThe bulk of our students in mhu 2o now in colieze are getting ready to
211 tho vwhoels of capitalism., 4 small percentage may bacome radieals, but winning
nore than that is diffieult, We have to start locking to tho high school youth
for students we want to win %o the cause, :

Older black auto worker: Capitalism is a dead horse. Fighting the stewards in
the shops for not doing anything is ancther dead horse, You can fight Walter

- wntil you're sick; and you won't change him, What we want is a system that will
give pecple 1ife, and growth, Anything that doesa’t grow will die. The capitel-
ist system just kills off people. We'rs ereating a whole lot of millicraires in
this systom.,, but at the same timo, a whole lot of peopls are poer. It grieves
me to imow that there are some pecple who honestly think that somebody has to be
poor. Why does someocne else have to starve so I cen oat well? It is ridisculous
to think that this system ¢ffers humen beings anything, The only compassion the
companies have is for & buck. ‘

Hexican-American T One of my quostions is when does thoery erd and ection begin?
Capitalism exploits not enly bileck poople, but waita » and Indian, and Mexican-
fmerican, Our probion 4is how to take over. Power is never given, it always has
to be taken, Vhen aro we going to stert Plarning tc tsko over and give power task
to the peoplo?

_ Vhite Student: It isn't & rattor of counterposing theory to activity, Vhat is
needed is the unity of the twa, ‘ - .

Raya pointed out that it wss impertant always to be conerete, and since the quostion
of Mao had been raiscl. we cruld be concrete about tie Chinese Revolution to ses
what lessons wo cowle lear. fram it, Mao made a revoluticn and achieved morse in
ton years than hed hcen dons in thina in the 200 years before, But it soured .
cagain. Vhy? He wart=d & saortcut and he thought 1t was his ovn thought that
could provide the answars. What we have to consider is vhether Mao or Castio vero
trying to elicit from the actual strugrles of tho masses? And why iz the HMzgro
the vanguard? Isn't bscause he is always on the move for fraeden? You can buy

a fow leaders off, but capitalism can’t tuy & whole seople off., What do wo mean
by '%he struggle for the minds of man? How can we broeak up the unity of the white
man . - . o

Young Black Worlrert To try to get a ccalition. with the whitoe workers is practicai-
1y impossible beczuse they are hung up in their racist taz, and don®t even know the
system is using them to oppress us, It makes them fear us for their jobu, DBut we
can’t wait. So we go into our own bag. We have the thres S'st self-determination
for all black people first) self-identity: and then solf-defense. The man next to
me in the factory is my equal bscauso wo suffor the srme consequences, but the
system tells hin he's my enamy, end we just don’t havo time to try to convinco those
uhite workers that we're deing what wo are for the burefit of all of us,

Older Black Workert DRUM got Dodge management so concerned that they decided to
tell these young fellows they were right - whore thore is such a high percentage
of Negroos, they should have a plant manager, ard licgro foramea, and S0 on.

But whon one of tho o*her workers asked what they would do about production, the
company said, productien wiil be tho wame as bofors. The company doesn't cars
whother it's a whito man or a black man eg long as they get tho predustion out,

Black Woman Activistt Tho black students and the white students on campus both
want a revelution, ¥hy don't they got together? I wish thoy would tell us,

White Student: I think the black students aro caught up in black culture, bus
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thet is only part of theory, it doesn't get boyord culture to the whole of go-
edety, And vhite students just don't seem to consider theory at all,

Waute Steslworker: Foople are trying to deal concretely with how to bring the
wiiito and black student movements togother, San Francisco State is an exampls of
tat, It 1s the same in the shops, In our mill there i3 a group called tho
Cuzmitteo for Equality. Their primary point was not to work through the union,
bal outside of it. The government gives our mill sbout $50 million in contracts
cvory yoar, and thoy wanted the government to stop it unless the company stopped
2izeximinating, Tho company would bo 4n tad shape if they lost those contracis.
su they have bogun to make all sorts of changes in the testing programs, ard t
%47k about changing seniority wnits so black people won't bte irapped in wniis st
2on't have any good jobs,
. " Instord of asking the white brothors to join with them against racism
=y got together as blacks because whenever they tried to work integrated befoec
they lost., But they didn't work as a caucus within the union because thers ware
tia different lceals that were affected, and bocause the officers on the losal
w:1e are consciously racist. They croatod a dual union, tut it was tactiesl ard
ta this caso I think it was right becauss they just had 4o find some way to chalz
crsrything up,  And they did it, . . ) :
Now, the interesting thing is . that because they were effective in aniing
cortain racict practtices in the plant, thors were.a lot of white guys who had
frievances ageinst the local union too, who began to think.differently aboui iae
tiick workorse The black workors invited a group of crane oporators, almost 2il
wilte; to Jein tham in one of thoir imarches. These guys were in the process of
dnveloping come kind of ingurgenoy within the union. These fellows ocould haive
fwid, no, we don't want to associate with como raving hlack militants out to do-
¢iroy everything, But insicad they decided that these blacks had done something
v themselves. so maybe it wouldn't be such a tad idea to associate with them,
Yowr the vhites can't wait for the noxt march,

Black Machanfio: We're missing tho point if wo don’t got the unity == not oniy
 the action and not enly the theory, but both tegether et the aame time, Tako
domeone who says his only. intorest s in Indge Main —~= that deesn't change the
community as a.whole. Or take those who say wo can't oriticize’Russia’s invesion
oi Czechoslovakia because of the U.S, opprossion of Vietnam. = They may do plenty
of acting, but thoy are missing out on theory somewhera, It is casy to get a
2at's body. Unole Sam does that covery dey and sends it to Vietnam, It's sone-
thing else to get & man's mind, If you got his mind, you'll got his body with

no problem at all, - _ : .

¥hite Student-Worker: Theory is not abstract, it is vory real, Somebody was
talking about the three 5's, I have anothor one to addt self-development. To

. o that means everybedy has a tremendeous amount of potential, onergy, oreativity,
And The Man's job 1a to atop it, T,0y don't want you te_think, Thinking makes
you dangerous to thom, And they are right about that., In the Marylahd Freedom
Uijon puople saw the powor of putting what they wore saying to cach other into
print so everyono could read it. There are a lot of pecple here who wouldn®t be
hore with us today if they had not seon their atory in the paper or in a leaflet
distributed to a plant,

White Studentt We had ten thousand with us in Chicago, and in the strests, tut
what did it got us? Tako what & lot of stwdents aro doing ~- you get sn issue,
ard you get some guys arrasted, and thon you get mayba 300 studonts out on the
street uptight about it, So the univorsity drops the ‘charges, and whore aro
you? The wniveraity lmows when to appoaso the stwlents, ]
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‘ Tho print is that we noed centaet with labor to got a worker-student-
blucic alliance and shut dovn tho whols system, I don't know a thing about labor,
or rbout Hegol, eithor., But I know that wo need a relationship to each othar. ¥a
ere #tlil soparated from each other. This meoting today is the first time I Lave
over seen this type of talking to each other that we noed,

x % *

“het follows &rc oXocerpts from the Summation by Raya following the day's discussion:

Fo matter how we try to be away from this society, we are part of i+, 'nr+
«f “he thinking of the ruling elass is in eur thinking, One of the worst things
about Ameriecan society, aside frem the racism, 1s thet they think they are diffmv.i
#hm they say thoy don't 1like theory, But that §s what Amordca. has - alwmys %o
Aoz is the true histerical materinlist roason why, Iet's understand it and pa: 2c
et of our system:

This country was rich and racist from the very tegimingy the lie huy..
vita the lie of the Doclaration of Indepardones, Tt declared independence from
Sriain, bot net self-detormination. dJefforaon understood thig because ho had |
claves, and he tried to say somothing in the Daclaration, tut they stopped i%
fa5T, They got away with it for a long time because of the frontier and Jot: e
»thér reacons, The capitalist folt, eorrectly, that he didn't need theory to :.
it he wanted to do, ) :

What followed the American Rsvolution was & groator Revolution =-- tha

~2nzh Ravolution, Bvery revolution we have strugglod with since comas from t:.:i.
Rzvolution, And the making of a methedology. out of it was the rosult of the ccw-
ohintion of first Hegel, and then Marx, ‘Nowadays we think we are diffarent, Seis
1aitic that theory 1s talk betwesn theoreticians, HMarx showed that the simple. sivte-
neut of & Worker asking when his day began and when 3t ended was & greater philsso-
PRy *han the Deolaretion of Irdependenco and the Declaration of the Rights of .
Tqe;r were abstract ard sourded boautiful - but meanwhile we still had slavery In
this comtry, UWhat the worker was sayins ~ns vory conereta, Marx spent 80 {11
rai%os on that in Gapitel, 4And he endad §hat whole seotion by saying that labrr 34

2 white skin vannot bo fyee so long as labor in the hlack skin is hranded e=sven
though he hed never seen a black man in his life when that was written, (Many yauia
later, of courso, his daughter marriod a black man,) .

The point is that tho concept that the source of theory is working people—
“oricing youth, the minoritios as well as the maJority ~~ came from the activity. And
why is theory important? Bocnuso instead of having to say, I hete Bll, or I ante
Ju3, you ses that Joo and Bill ave foremen and that is why you hate twem; .and thet .
generalization releases you, Take the quastion of "passions” ~ to Harx passion
nouit 8 striving after somothing, Zou can*t get anywhere wnless you have a pascich
for dt.. Marx seid the "the new passions and now forces" sre the negation of thd
nega'tion. .

Of course this 15 a racist sooloty. But it is fantastio to say that tac
vhite youth are jJust the samo as this whito racist socloty, The blacks are butter
tosuse they are dovbly exploited, and that is why they don't let go. But we have
o rea all the forces that must unito, It is true, .for examplo, that on the hols
‘We nre not for dual unionism, but in spooific cases like the cne our steelworior
spoke about, it was correct ~ and if the hlack workers there will let & whito
work with them, by all means, do it. Then bring it baok to the white workerr.
Above all, you have to remember that the capitalisty want to bresk up the black -
and white workersee,

f
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Tho so-called riots stopped in 1967 bocause the capitalist ¢lzss realized
that thoy would be overthrown if they didn't do something, So thoy decided they
had ‘to break the blacks Upo Don't think they didn't buy off plenty of black mili~
tants into the povorty program and elsewhere. When the capltalists got scared
cnough, they always lock first to see who thoy can buy off, They want you to think
that if you have a Black Madonna, everything is OK, EBat what had that solved?
no of the black workers here told us some time ago that American Civilization o
Trial should bo in the taxtbooks in the schools, fhe caplitalists would never
allow that, They are willing to appease the hlack students with some hlack studice
aoursos, ard oven that haywould never allow iftha¥oould help it, Rst they will do
it if they have to, 1 ¥ hope that if they give in +o you on this or that,
You wil] not bother the rest of tho Institutions,,,

The students ﬁust ask themselves, why should tho workers want to unite
with you? Thoy have the blgger power. Bat they will accept your help ~- you wili
fird that out,,, .-

Theory is not just a lot of talking, It is a cloaring of your haad w=
it holps you to got the capitalist out of thore, That is why it prepares you for»
your rovolution, You will he part of the new book, - Byen if You don't wans
theory, thoory is golng to take you anyhow. ) ' T

Everything is now up to you. Yhat motions you want to make, you will
mako, The more temdencies amd organizations represented, the batter, It is »idi.
- oulous to think ono has all the answers, But theory -- I-iam:ist-Human_ist theory ~-
is Important beczuso without a total pallosophy you cannot fight and Wings, :

. It would be fitting to end irith one rhrase from a whito Abolitionist,
Wendoll Phillips, whosnid that if you got six pooplo in o room all diseussing

freedem, you have the first act of rovolution, That ig vhat you did today,

* ok x

On this noto, the Conference concluded with the péss:hig of the i‘oilowing-

motions: .

1~ That & committeo of five participants (representing both black and
white, young and cld, workers and studants) Propare a summatlon of this conference
to send to others who might wish to hold similar cohiferences, ‘

2= That this Conferenco be followed~up by anothor within a year, to
assure that it would be a continuing dislogua,




