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Droit RUD Parspeeitives Yhesia

PEITOSOPHY AND REVOLUTION: THE POINT OF TRAUSITION

1368 is a peried of transition, the year in vwhich marxkind throughont
the world is demolishing all the scouomlic, politicni and sociological myths of
trhe world's rulers. The maszses —— the workers and the youth — are proving
orce again that the huren being, and not weslth or weapons, ia Ihe determining
Tactor of any and all developments. It is Zmpossible any longer ic deny this.
It stands out as bold as life and as sterk as death, Woether one siorts ous o
review of the year with the Tel offensive of the Viebeong and its consequences
in the United States where suddenly there appeared not one, but two, anti-
Vietnam war presldential eandidetes from withivn the ruling class while President
Johnson took himeelf out of the race and declared a de-cscalation of the war;
or one turms at once to the current situation in France end the emergence of
miiliors of werkars on general strike, it is clear that the masses heve, in a
very brief span of iime; changed the objective world situation beyond recogni-
tion, . . . 3

That the totelity of the world crisis and the attempts at fundementol
clags resolutions of these crises are rot lost upon the brougeoisie cen be seen
in the sudder U.S. and Russian decision to act, or pretend to act, to stop
the mad Anti-Ballistic-¥issiles (ABM) race. It is to be doubted that anyone
(least of all the U.S. and Rugsian ruling classes) hes any illusions that
these two super-powers, at this historie- juncture, can for long practice 'peace- -
ful co-existence' sinee each is a contender for undivided world powar, As can
be seen by the erlsls within each comnizy throughout the globe, the lesser
powers are equdlly impotent. You can very nearly tnke any country at random and
the enly thing that distinguishes one set of rulers from another is the specific
form of the crisis in which each funections. The so-called Cultural Revolution
in Onina, no lese than the general strike in France; the muss demonsgtrations in

industrialized Jupen, ne less than the ecivil war in tribelized Nigeria; -economic
stagnation in Great Britain no less than the "economic health" of Germany (West -
6r Dast ea both reach for Miull auwtomaiion®) - all these transition points

mark the shakiness of the established world order. .

The remaining slx months of the year hold out promise only for further
exncerbations of the assorted erises, The newly passed 10% suriaxr called The
Revenue and Expendiiures Control Act may satisfy Big Capltal 4nai was determined
to curb labor and the mo-called "growth binge" eince labor refused tou listen to
the President's "gulde lines" while the war hawks kept expanding both the war
and its costs. But the real name for what the beukers call " much less buoy-
ans conddtions than now prevail' is recession. It is m "plammed" receszion and
it is supposed to be "mild", but neither the "plan" nor the "mildness" can take
anything from tlose who have nothing, Rep. Wilbur lills moy gloat at the plight
of the Pour Paople's Campaign, bub even he camnot be sure that the hungry will
take the new assault lying down while the actual financial debauchery for the
AB system goes on apace. On the contrary. :




The morc .pursplcacious bourgeois ideolcgists vwho sce the need 4o
aid the pwor can hear "a cry in the world ... for a new philosophy, for the
priorities of lifTe rather than death; for sone uwiity of purpose and common
control of human affairs" (James Reaton, New York Tiwmes, June 30, 1968),
That the ideologists, 1ike the rulers, camnct achieve anything remotely re-
serbling a philosophy based on human needs is seen clearcst in Franee, where
revolution and eounter-revolution are locked in a death embrace. No "wvote" ecan
unlock it. The vote shows only that, once the revolutionary situation loses
momentum, the counter-revolution tightens its grip., No "reform" cen serve
as o transitlen point out of the crisis, whiech will only deepen &5 it zacts
to the world situstion.

To grasp the direction of cny movement nov, we mist examine not only
the forzces of revolution end counter~revolution, bui alse tholr rhilosophies
and transitlon peints to the "unknown", that is to say, to the rendezvous
with destiny that cannot he lmown before the battle has anded, - It hes just
begun.

I. The Objective World Situation: Revolution, Counter-Revolution, ¥ew FPolnts
of Trangition : } ' :

. ... Yot only unity of opposites bus
transgdtion of every de-
terminatior, quality, side, featurc
into it opposite,! : o

- Lenin, Fhilogophic Notebooke

The spontaneous outburst cf French youth, after a decade of Gauwllisn,
distinguished itself from youth revolts theé world over by bringing tho mass of
prolotarians to the front centcr of the historic stage. In furn, the 10 million
vorkers, on general strike, brought the whole Fremch economy to a standstill and
sent fear into the hearts — and pocketbocks which they eall "sculs" — of inter-
national capitalism. Masses in actlon, on the one hand, and the bourgeolsie in
disarray, on tho other hand, merked the approach of revelution. But the appronch,,
far from leading to outright revolution, stopped stocketill at the threat of
counter-revolution, .

Why?
Iow could the now stage of world history, the highest for & techmo-
logically advancod country in the post—war period, have bocn arrested in ite

tracik? Surely it was not because tho working olass had allegedly booome a
mae8 of ono=dimensional men concernud only with their stomachs, Even the 1muling
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bourgeoisie, end its Loyal Oppositicny the French Communist Party, had been
takon by surprise, both by the sponianelty of the striles and by the worlers’
refusal. to accept thoe unpreccdented economic paclmge "wen" by their lesdcra,
Beeeuse none, least of all the youth, had any illusions whatever about the
"Sielinist erceps" ( to use Colm-3endit's phrasc), the questiona rust be dirocted
%5 the independent Left, i.e. Trotskyists — thero are at least four varieties
of ihose -— {he Anarchists, and socialist independents, including the "Inter—
national Situetioniets"(who, if you forget the philosophy part of Philosophy

end Revolution, that i to sey the theoretic preporation for rovolution; would
sownd like us in their anti-elitiom and call for Workers! Councils).

In woighing the answer to this life-and-denth question, we must tear
in mind thet youth revolts are the most choracteristic mark of this epoch.
Aithough they have nowhere atteined the high development they reached in France,
nevertheless in some aspects the robellions in somp other coumtries were mere
ad¥ranced in respect to timing, to cemse of intermationnlism, and even in re-
lationship to philosophy. Fhus, it was the West German youth who contacted
the French, not the French them, A fow days before Rufi Dubsehka was shodb, .
his eddresc o Czechoslovalklamn youth could be heard on CEC. 4And in Czecho-
slovaliiwhere the student rebellion and workers! revolt still have, fhus far,
et least the grudging approvael of the ruling faction of the Commmist Perty, a
promincnt part is played by rhilosophors. '

. Thus, -Ivan Svitek, who hos written on the Humanism of Marxism, has
tried to concretize this by ostabllshing direct relations with miners., FEere
1s how he stated his position:Workers and intellectusls have a common chemy —
 the bureaucratic dictatorship of the apparatus .,. And 1t 1s for this roason
that in +the intorest of socialist democracy we have o strengthon the unity of
thooe worldng with their hands and those working with their braine againet the
apparatusos of the power clite vieh has boea, is, and remains the main obsiacle
in the unique experiment of our notions with socislist democwacy." : :
The hew wity of worker and intellectual has just bogun and oould herdly at this
stage be considered as the point of tremsition to the abolition of the division
between mental and manual labor, Iut it iz a move forvard and contrasts sharply
with the cowmter—revelution which seeme to be in the eaddle in Poland where the
student revolt has been contained, emd the wabridled attack against "Zionlst!
intcllectunis bears the brand of o most characteristic festurc of Fagelam 1t~
£elf = enti-Semitism! : : :

This doesn't mean that Poland can be written off, In 1855-56 Poland
was in the forefront of the East Euvopean rebollions, posed the problems in
the deopeet philosophical terms, and was & catalyst for the Hungarian Revolution, -
The very soverliy of the atteck egainst philosophers now, speals volumes about
the faet thnt the philesophic rovelution vas not destroyed, but only driven
Underground, Every time it gurfacos, tho countor-rovolution looks for ideolcgl -~
col zids to itoe "policc actions" to hulp obliterste the integmlity of philosophy

and rovolution, It gets it by the moot vicious and dediberste nbusea of the
langungo of Narxlsm, .

Those who think tbat the East European situwations have no lessona for
revolutionarios in tho West lnd bettor toke a socond look at Fronce and conslder
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also this: workers in Detroit shops held discussionSabout the goneral strike in
Frovce, One worker itept repeating, over and over again, "But how could 10 millicn
woikers on gencral strike be stopped? Who could stop them once they were out on
the streets? Do Gaulle threstened to bring in the Army, but ihic Army did not ac-
Pually enter Paris, Who stopped ther?" Another worker chimed in: "The Communists?
The Trotskyists? If the Trotelkyists were so militant, why didn't they expose tho
Cormumista? I don’t believe the Yrotekyists renlly opposed the Communisis. They
aet the way our trade union leaders do. They talk agoinst the company o1l the
tino, but when it comes to brass tacks they go with the company every time the
viorlicrs wildesl. 10 million workers out on genoral strike is not just a "ﬂdoe.'t,
“hough, 10 million workers —- 10 million woriers!!

To aasver the quustions raised we wrode:

: History is about fo repeat itself, Commmists feel confidemt that there
is rothing to foar from the Trotskyists, Wnat they do - stand in mortal fear of

is power in tho stroets, spontancous independent proletarian power which is indo-
pendent of sitnte-capitalism calling iteclf Commmism, I4 18 this, just this, that
Comanmyism is out to desiroy. It is this, just this, thet De Gaullo appreciutes

in Commmism, Tor 1% is this, just this, which permiis him hig tivo faccs: OAS

ond CP, '

To all this Trotskyism rcmoins deaf, dumb nnd blind, not beeause it
deos not lmow Commnism's "history", but bocause it cannot comprehend its class
- nature, Beeouse it 1s this which arrested tho French Revolution, it 1s this to
which we mist fawrn.

Tho firat Trotshyint denial thet Russia had become o atate-c,..pite.l:l.st
society vias based on the fact that, though "Cnin-Stalin betrnyed the Russian Revo-
lution", its result -~ nationnlizod property — remecined and, therefore, the
workers' state, "though dogenorate! cnough to be tied to o Hitler-Stalin Pact, hod
to be "dci‘cnded."

‘ The sccond deninl that Communism was no more thon e euphemiem for state-
capitalism concerned East Furope where statified property had been instiituied, not
. vin a soclal rovolution from below, but via a buresueratic Party from above, propped
into state power with the aid of & "Red Army". Again, tinough "borm degenerato!
and even though the Hungarian Revolution opened up en entirely now page In world
revolution, and, in pools of blood, proved it wanited frcedom from Commmism (1ts
Party as well as its socoret policos, wanted freedom to estsblish | gonuine workern
povier through Workers'! Coumeils, still the Trotslyiste kopt initoning that it was
Hmposeible” +to have & revolution unless there was o "vangvard Party to lead it,"

Then the Third World was born without the eid of any of tho shibboloeths
of Commeilem -~ statificd property, or "the Party', Xod Army, or tho "InternationalM,
Se¢ the Trotaltyiots came up with still another oxcuse for toilending the Commnists —
these cowntrics were toclmologionlly backward and U,S8, imperialism, as "enomy No,l®
would only perpetuate neo-coloninlism and "thereforo” one must bo with the "Communist
camp,"

Wow whnt cun possibly be the oxeuse for not wnfolding o totally new
prilosoply of iiburation free from all the shibboloths of whni they call "betraying

4113




5

Stelinism?" Fronce is neither iszeolated nor a backward cowntry. It is far
from having “workers' yower" thrust upon it, puro, degenerste,or in-between;
£rom below or above which somehow has to be defended Trom "im ipordnlism Ho,i"

as o outcide force or some immer "usurpers" (unless thet be preciscly Geuwiliem
vihich mat be overthrovm and which Communism, instend, is propping up).

France is o toclmologically advanced land which iz in the vory henrs
of Furope. It is a world power, with a forece frappe to boot. 4And tho native
Commnlets have botrayed 1t not once but twice. ZT‘nrce tines 1f you count the
mid 19305 not only as it appeared in Spain, tut alzo in France.)

Hew rany betrayals arc needed to kill the self-delusion of the Trot-
siyiets about the closs naturo of the present day Comminism? The answor iz
that the number of times ig nuxberless for the good and subsfantial rcason
that the Trotclgyists themgolves bolleve in statified proporty, the State Ilan,
the elite pordy which binds them to the concept of the backwardness of the
proleotariat -thet is incapable of reaching gocialism without being "1od by the
vanguard party," It is for thie romson thet the strugsle against Staliniem, .
despite all the saerifices, has amourted to nought, thot is to say, has looked -
like junt o fomily quarrcl preeiscly beccuse thet is oll it is. .

Or, mors prociscly put, Trotokyists look the totality of tho HMarxian
railesophy vhich cncompasses not enly a change in nroperty forms ond vroduc—~
tion rola.tion:a, but the liberation of mon fron all the fragmentation thatb
capltelist cxploitation dmposes upea him through the divisicn of montal and
manual lebor. It is for this reoson that shouting "betrayel', "olass collabora-
ticn", "new form of reformism™, mepne notling since thoy continuoe to teilend

_tho Comumists on. the ground that “only in action" eau thoy win over the masocs
in pencral and tho rank and File Comramiists in perticular, The elaborate sub-
terfuge for the Frotalyist bizarre behovior is furthor proof that 1t is impos-
-8ible to separate rovolutlion from the philosophy of revelution, HNo revolutlon
con succeod unless it roleesen all of the energles end itnlerts of the proletari-
2t and that is preisely the function of MATHAST pni'l.osophy.

. Mo live for revelution is not dono only "in actiecn,' nor only by

"oravery". It is impossible to prove "in action" whnt you hove proved in-
capable of proving in theory - thet you do indecd have a philosophy of libora-
ticn totally freed from Commwmist olitioct concopts, and totnlly depcudent on
only onc force beside a philosophy of liberation and that 1a the spontonolty
of tiwe maszes who will thomsolves '"to o man! rcconstruct soclety on totally
nuw, Fumanlst begirningy,

Thoe genornl strike that brought the ecconomy to a stondstilld, thet
was not lsolpted from the studont youih who inspired it, and that noarly
toppled Do Gawlle, hats not or:ly not developed into a full rovolution, but it
1y in full retreat. While the counter-revelution is mobiliz zing, both vislbly
and clandestinecly, the revolutionary forces are in discrray, not becuuso thoy
wero dofuatod, but beecause they lacked the unifying coment of a philomophy of
revolution that 13 ineeparnblc from & philosophy of self-liberotion. Shis wos
the missing ingrodiont of tho pre-revoluticmary olfuwtion in Franco,
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DeGaulle, emboldencd both by the class-collaberationism of the Cormunists,
and by the ideological confusion among the revolutionary forces, went ali-out both
for the Army support and the wavering middle class who, only through (mnul and
borcdom, looked sympathetically ot the youtn in rebellion., Oneoe the rovelution
atopped its forward movement, the petty bourgeoisic enthusiastically cmbraced the
bzllot box -~ that graveyard of revolution and poradise of the cowards, the back-
lashers and the Fasciste~who-hove-not-yet-gotten-povier, Intellectunl nnd npetty
merchant alike, proud of thelr "individunlity", and as multi-cclored and brilliant
as the rainbow, always rush to the stronger. The stronger in France vias Defaulle,
brelred by the Army and tho OAS and Big Capitni,; none of whon ploy with power.

By no reans, however, is this the cnd of the drem», Wew points of tran-
sitiovx will snd pust arise as the counter-revolutlon begins to bear down con the
¢g in demands for both belt-tightening and conformity, and as lis postu.re of
['101" ~seclcing abroed and terror against the youth at home wnfold,

‘There is, of courase, ne point in deluding ourselves tunt the revelution
will reappoar the morning after DeGaulle's electoral victory. The dinluctic of
such turning points reveals o single mattorn - either one wins or loses. There

- 15 no in~botween for periods of rovolution ard counter-revolution, DBut hisz counter-
. rovolution hos proved itself only at the ballot box, not in battlo. Armed with
& philosophy of liboration, revolutionaries can detcet now lmpulsos, new poton—
wirlitics, new forces, new points of transition, Ncither Maoisi-type of cmpty
optimiam bred by adventurism, nor "the trogle vision'" that sces "no exii", no now
Hroasibilitics", can replace dinlecties, which beeausc it is woll aware of tha
_comter—rovolution within the revelution, thercfore pr prepares to transforum reality
rnest by unifying the forces of rcvolu‘bion amd the philosophy of liberatlon.

This ir no‘b to say that we look only at Franos., No country is the world,
Cirdisos chownd overywhere, not the least in the cltedel of world power —— ‘the U,S,
.From the barbarous Vietnam War 4o the black urban revolts, from poverty in affluence
tc the bulence of payments" criois, from the opposition to the Vietnem War by tho
Freople to tho opposition evan within the rmling class — 'all of those orisuve worc -
sufficient, in 8 single weck, to force ILJ out of the prosidential mmce, compol tho
Alministration %o begin do-escalating the Vietnam War, and sond it looking for new.
avenues cmong the people, It almost looked as if "democracy” was holng revived.
It did not take long, however, for the Administration to once zgain bear down so
heoovily on dissenters thot it created e climate for murder. VWo had, first, the
nunnasination of Rev. King, ond then of Robert Xennedy, As the surtnx shows,
the U.Ss 15 proparing for furthor repressions against labor and the youth, cspeclally
tho black youth. 4nd the international role of the U,8, is so debdliteting that
oven if it wore able to "contain', i.,o. to leave the Vielnam War amlumntcd, it=
reactionnry role on a vierld secole would not change.

The logio of the state eapltelist world, split into two poles, has tnkon
its toll through Russla's increosed role in tho Middle Enst. This hes offectivaly
bottled up tho U.S. Sixth Floot. Thers will be no now Arcb-Isracli Var without it
bocomdng trmnsformed into a Russian-U,.S. confrantation. On tho Ruropcean front the
U.Se 17 onée ngnin in eonfliet with its NATO -partners, 1t is shoour delucion feor the
.9, to thinlt thnt, becounsc Fronce is in erisis this will help re~establlsh relationa
pg of old", BSo long as U.S. capital continuos to sallow up French capltal,
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the oxacerbatlions boiween the two countries will contirue. At the some time,
now that France hos rovecled that it hos clay fect, West Gorrany, which is the
real indusirial glont of Western Eruope, may very well strike ocut on on "in-
dependentpath, awey from both France cnd the U.8, Alvoendy wo witnessed that,
when Berlin was reoently hnrassed, Villy Brondt fuwrmed neither to LBJ nor to
DeCoulle, but went direetly to the Russion Ambessador in Enst Germany, Ve
con expect more such actions, more moves avay Irom cn unholy allience with
France to nn wnholy olliance with Russin, In any cese, the tuper-peowers have
again taken over the front center of the historic gtege. ‘

Whother or not 11 1o the rumor +hat Chna is supposed to have 7 -
voloped an ICER which 1s "uniting" Ryssia ond the U.S., oxr whether it 1s the
gtaggering sums required by development of an ARM syotem, the point is that
the U.S. oand Russio prefer for tho moment o stoloumate in atomie terror betwem
shemselves. The latest moves toward Meontaindng' nuelear proliferation only
cmphneize the totality of the-world crisis. -

; At home, the situation is hardly less criticel, Whether Nixon ox
Humphrey wins tho presidentiul sweopstake — cnd 1t is not excluded thot Nixon
will be the winner — the world situation presently discloses: 1) the fiotisioos-
ness thot Russia, just becouse it s o plamed and totolitarion socioty, can .|
undertaite endless military bulld-ups irrespective of +the effect on the condie
tions of Ruessian labor; and 2) tho fictitiounsnoss of U,S. proaparity both as’
it relates o the poverty in offluence, but alsc in the strictly economde senso.
of ccpitaliastle production, that is to say, that prosperity can allow for no ,
less then 108 of thu ontirs gross notionnl product to go into militurdzntion
nd still be counted as "production!, Noreover, the truer sense of the govern-
ment cost of militarization is seen when this is relnted, not to the gross
notional product, but to the Federal tudget, of which xno less than 705 gcea to

the military,

Such a swollen cconormy is neithor productive nor capeble of working
its wny out of crises, mch less being the foundntion for any humn solution.
While there is nothing nevi about the fact that capitelism has long sinco out-
lived itz usefulnoess, what s new are the forms of revolt both the block mnses
and the youth are now working out np they tuy to opon new averues to a unlty
with labor. VWnot is new is that Commmism, both of the Russian cnd Chinese
varictles, oo woll aeg Troiskyism, none of which have cver hoed o moss foliowing
among the U,S. Loft, moy be foreed into o battle of ideam before on cudience
thnt has not been sucked into the fractionnl quogmire, What is new is that
1968, evspecinlly the French oventz, hos compelled the non-ldoolegical pragmotic
Loft in the V.S, to look both toward lahor ané toward theory. The urgenoy of
tho $imes sete our task in organizationnl as woll as philosophic terms,




II., Prilocophy ond Orgenization

Once we keep in nind that at no time in history, after toe death of
Morx, hos any tarxist orgonization considered dinlcetles as integrol, much less
urgont, to the Mamdet orgenizotion, we neod feel no golf-conselousncss wien
the analysis of thc subjective forecs for revolution turns to News & Lettors
Cormitteos, cngaged in minor activitivs os compared to the millions involved
in the mngs organisations of Franece. Our organdization is still the only one
whose attitude to the theoretic void was sorious enough to begin the working
out of o new rulationship of theory to practiece that noither chified to the
shoulders of the mnases the burden of theoreticions, nor degraded tho activity
of the masses to the mere muscle of revolution.

The theoretic veid is not an scademie guestion, All you have %o do
ia look at the reality and sco thnt since Lenin's deatn, it 1s not philosophy
a5 such" thot hos siffered, Rathor, its lodk has transformed all criscs o3
well as 211 revolutionory situctions to barren land for any revolution ap-
Procching the scope of 1917, It is high tiwe thnt the youth bacame avware,
opprussively aware of the fact thot nelther the rise of Fasclsm nor the holo-
caust of World War II, on tho ono hond, nor even the forword moment of the
postwar mntional rovelutions, on the othor hond, have resulted du o full accial
revolution that, once and for all, put an cond -bo e:.ploitotivc socicly and all
its aliomtion.

: It ip this which doos rot molre it "sacrilegious" to come dovn from

" the rovolutionory helghts of the Sorbonne nmetivities which wero o cotalyst to
near-rovolution to the "bust” at Columbin University which aroused no noss
roesponse from the outside. Whother actions toke on historie proportions, or
soen restrictod 4n space andinvolvement of poople, the philosophically de-
termining foctor, the point of trenalition to o future develepment, pbild de-
perds on the consclousness that the seli-emmeipotion of the masses comnol
be achieved when mon's sclf-dovelopmont is detoached from the Mordan philoso-
piy of frecdom os if it wore a cumborsomo appendnge in the way of the "nation-
alization" of properiy, "officicncy" in production, on and "vonguardisp" in the

rorty concept.

We must never forgot thnt, wntil the outbreak of the first World flar
which brought with 1% the collapsc of the only existing Marxist Intomnntioncl,
the digloctic meant 1ittle to the "organization men®, Although every Marxist
revoiutionary was shocked by the betrayol of tho Svoond Intemationnl, Lenin
olone begon ralating it to philosophy, And even he dld not roloto philosorly
‘0 organization opemly and direetly. It was only after the first succossiuvl
proletarion revolution in history etill did not compel its leadors (the Bol-
cheviks) to undersiand oither "the moswes as Reapon", or philosophy as propa-
ration for revolution that Lonin begon hammering awny at his co-leaders on the
question of dialcotios, His Will rovenled this preoceupation. Sincd, however,
Lenin hod kept s Padlosophioe 'c Notobools privote, how was anybody to lmow whet
he meont by hie tostamont that Buldinrin, olthough he was “the chief thooretician®
of tho party, "did not fully understend tho dinloctle" 7
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By the tim2 the Philosophic Notcbooks wers publiched, the Ruropens
revolution hod been defonted; world capitalism, cs is its wnt vwhen the pro-
letorint 1ics prosirate, drew o new breath of 1life; ond $talin, new armed
with full stote povier, transformed "the vanguard rarty" into 2 monolithdiom in
cecord with the State Ploan. At the same time, the only opposition to Stolin —-
Trotaky —hrd reduced 21l "Tossons of Qetober? to onc of "leadership.!

This leadership fetish held no tragle conscguences whon Lenin was
alive, not because he was "The Lender", but becsouse tho loader never moved awny
from the sconcopt of the broletariet Yng Heozson', thus uniting theory and rove-.
lution:. It boeame trugedy when Lenin died, leoving the resulds of his thiniting,
not the osophic process of hew he arrived at thesc results, By the 12301,
with the Depression reging throughout the world, Trotalyy not only still held
on to the 1903 eoncept of the Vanguard Party as 12 Lenin hnd never changed his
- views throughoui the period 1903-1923 {seo Chopters XI and XIT of Marxism ond
Frocdom) but, worec” stlll, rcduced the whole crisis of muddnd to g erisig in
leadership, ! ' '

By substituting "erisis in the sclf-mobilization cf the proletariat!
for & Merisis in londership", the Stete-Ospitalist tendeney hordly improved
on this concept when it 'did shoke froe from Trotskyism and its elitism om "tho
Porty question.! In truth, it meont, snd could anly meon, shifting the re-
sponsibility of theoreticians to vork out a new reletionship of theory to
rractice onto the showlders of the proletariat. Iy 48 is the mark of +he one-

- dimensionality of theorcticians in the age of stote copitalism. 1In any case,
without o new concept oz dialuetics, direetly linked +o g now concept of
orgenizntion, it ie imposeiblu to move forwerd, cither in philosophy or in .
‘orgnnization. To be ablc %o cmbork on this task, we hnd rirst to bresk from the
HFohnsonitas.” . : ‘

‘ It makes 1t imperntive to roverse the usnnl, vwoy of starting our his-
tory with all the "firsts" wo have established since the claboration of the
statc capitalist theory, in 1941. Wo will, instond, concentrate on one, gnd
only onu, feature thet spells out our uniquences. Tuis ls Morxist-Huponiet
philosophy. Boeaugse of thc indlvisibility of the scll-developnent of the pro-
letariat and thot of the Humonism of Marxism, we did, from our birth in 1955,
glml toneously start a workers' paper and cssign Marxism cnd Freedom to be
wreltten. 4nd yet, 13 ycars afterward, we have yob to concrotize our pasgion
Tor philosophy into orgmnizationnl torms and make the twin polos of activity
into thnt single orgenizationnl pascion. It becomes necessary to look critical-
1y at our own devclopment.

1955-1958 may be considered the neccsanry prologus to the £irst seri..
ous postwar ro-stotoment of Marxdism. Marxdisn and Freoedom singlod out thu
humanism of Marxism, not moraly os the philosopkic uniguenoss of Nows & Tettors
Commitiees, but, above all, the specific mark of the age of revolutions —-
against state capitelionm cnlling itpelf Communism, ogainat private caplinlism
attonpting noo-coloniolism in the digguise of "foreign nid"j and for the unity
of montal and marunl labor in man hinmsclf, the development of his malti-
dimensionnlity as the sum ond subatonee of o nou-exploitative oocigty. What -
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hoviever, 0id we do in 1959 - 1963 to build tho organization rooted in Lnrxist

mmism? Was the attempt to crente o Committee for International Correspondence
by thosc who opposed both pcles of world enpital ~— U.5, and Hussias —— sufficlent
once these tendeneles rejceted philosophy os indispensible to a regrourment of
revolutionary forces?

Tt is true that the Internotionnl Committce indirectly cided in the
Itolinn publication of Merxism and Freedom. But since thoy themeelyes nelther
omgswered the challenge of Marxdsm and Freedom for o restctenent of Marxism for
our cpoch, nor concermed themselves with o FTrench edition, chouldn't we hove made
ot our respensgibility zbove all other responsibllities?

Agoin, fruitful as the trip to AfTice ond the ostablishment of new re-
iations to the new "subjeets of revolution" proved to be, ween't the trip, in part,
wndortaken in order to "find" the new “Subject", the new forees of revolution --—
ps if thot could dismense with fthe labor, patience, seriousness and suffering
of the ncgotive' dermanded by "pure" philosophy?

1963~65 did prove thot so inherent wes philosophy to the objective situn-
tion that wo had to rush one. part of the '"Philosophy ong Revolution™ zthe chapter
on ¥ao) to print in o now cdition of Marxism ond Fresdom, directed to the Orient.
The trip to Jopan, great as that was both in devoloping live releitions with the
oriens, ond in bringing out a Joponcoo edition of Morxise and Freoedom, only proved
thnt there is no substitute for'this theorctic lobor, cnd thot no one but the
Morxdist~Humonist tendency is working out the relationchip of philomophy o rTevolu—
4ion., As & consequencu, 1966-87 was the bogiuning of concern with the growth of
our ovn orgenization, All the more reason for us o coneentrote on 1968 a5 the
yoor of transition for our growth ns woll os for our rolations ‘with othor orgoni-~
zations,- both from the ventege point of > philosophy and revelution.

‘It is no smnll tosk.

. Practicing diclecties mémms ongaging in the bot*tle of idecs with other.
tendeneles, and engaging in those battlos both for philosophic purposes and for
orgenizationol growth. Above aoll, as the French evenis provo all over agaln,
spontancous devolopments can no moro succeed without a philosophy and an organiza-
tion based on it than o philosophy and organization can succeed without the spon-

taneity of the massca cnd the ripeness of the objective situation,

High sounding rhetorie cbout proving "in setion” the validity of one
politienl tendoncy as ageinot enother contoins the dongexr of shifting the respon-
sibility for the world ocrisis onto the showlders of the proletarist clone as 1f
revelutionary thooretisians, like bourgecls philosophors, oon only tallt after the
cvent rather thisn influonce ovents in tho course of tholr development, Morxist
Husindenm 1s what gives action its direction,

The proof that the phrose, the erisis in the gelf-mobilizntion of tho
sroletarioat was not only o Johnsonite pbheration is secn in the intorview of
raon~Paul Sartre with Cohn-Bendit and their tallk gbout opening ncw "possibilities!
as 1f thot sufficed, Crises have to be rosolved, not Just opened up.

4119




~11-

~ The transition point can bo elther o forward movement, or the point
cf transformition into opposite. Whon Lenin said that imperilalism wos the
"highest stnge of copitalism" and the "eve of rovolution", 1t proved to be
precisocly thot in Russin, And preeiscly tho oppocite in Germony.

Some recognize the need of o new relotionshipy between philosophy
ond revolution, or ot leest betweoon theory and proctice. None do anything
serious abous it., Whother you secale the heights of Sorbonne, or have to
descend £o the nonsensc of a Columbia University larcusite who proclains that
"o key to history is the conservetism of the oppressed, the ruled ees? (The
Third Stage of Imporinlism, D. 10), the ideologicnl badvtla canmot be relogated
to the hockgroumd, Thoat such a reactlonary conclusion could gain cven one
atherent wmderlines the nccessity for o theoretic destruction of that penphlet's
protonticusness, os well as for the coneretization of Marmdst-Humonism in organ-
izationnl torms. To coneretize both theoretic ond orgernizational tasks for
the year akead, the RES wishos fo spoll out o fow conelusions here, clthiough the
discussion on them bolongs wndor the Orgenizationcl Roport. ' '

III. ‘A Fow Conclusions

(1) Engaging in o bottle of idcas, at the present moment, ir the

conerote circumstances of tho Columbla University revoll, meons thet o pomphles
on the cvent 1s necded.

The vulgar materisiism of o Marcus caunct be exposed only "in action";
it st be destroged in theory, and this must be doce very concrately. For
exnmple; it is insufficient to' state that o Marcus gelna edherentn, no motbor:
_how fow, bccause the studunts themselves have procisaly such an clitidh concept,
cecompanied by the coneept of the backwardnoss of the.proletariat. Now that
£DS is supposcd to turn towerd labor, such o concopt would paralyze thelr
whole vorlt there. - It is true thot ixtcllectuls hove such concopis. —— it is
the mork of our sze thot they all wont 'Mto lead” rather than to liston to
the impulseo from below. But we hovo always made oxceptione for the youth
preciscly bocnuse they are not yei bound to bourgeoie carecrs, arc still
idenlistic and their idens arc in cometont flux. Therefore, oven when thoy
thirst for leadership, to the extent that they consider clitism to bo for
fproyolutionary purposes', we muet cateh, work on, help eliclit the revelutionary
glement ~ thot ond nothing cisa, and thereby win them for Marxisi-: umonism both
in thoory and in organizatien. One way toward that ¢nd 1s the pampilet pro-
poscd. ’

This pamphlet about the revelt at Columbia is not morely to toll what
hoppened, but to paelyze from o Morxiot-Hummnist viewpeint, the ovente that
ovon in themeelves scon Harxist-Humanist. This Morxigt-Humaniem must not,
however, remein morcly implicit, but must be modo oxpliclt, It goos without
coying that the moin responsibility for this is thot of Now York, It wos tholr
notivity and thuir thought which were part of the hepponing and it will continue
to be the £icld for organizatloral work for Morxist-Hummmism as well , Ab the
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asome tlmo, cven ag a collective venturce of nll of the participants, it comnot be
gone apoxt from the center, but must result from joint collaboration.

(2) ohc way of c,/pa.ndmg our work in the factorics wos begun in Hews &
Letters by the conccr+mtion 1 niews Tfrom spocific foetories which would miln cdntoin
continuity in the colums. s far, howsver, wic have not yet succeeded in having
these workers cotablish factory papers like The Stinger and The Protester, One
conclugion to be drown from thie is thot 1t 1s impossible to achieve this only
through "eontnets.? Charles Depnbys and John Allisons do mot emerge overnight,
but onee a worker's self-development is spelled out as Horxdst-Humnnist member—
chip, such growth 1s a reality, Therefore, the concentration of the work in
the Pactories, from both inside and outside, must heve mewbership as Iig goel.
Trhore 1S 6o omicr vwoy to assure sclf-development of workers in thie crivical
oriod when capiial Will precs. ogoin. them, cnd the lopoX purenucrats will osk
them to walt for "econtract time",...2 or 3 yoars hence,

{3) The black revolution is surc to repain the most rusicined
cad hooted event, Howsvoer, the REE doos not believe thet o socond cdition of
Hlack Moss Rovolt has the urgency now that it kad at the time of Rev. King's death,
nol beeausc any of the ordses hove been resolved, or can be, bul becouse, wtil
after the ‘elections, the tronsivion point hore in most tenuons. What assures it
‘not being amothered, eithor by reaction, 6r the divisiveness in the Movement, is
the objective siiuntion. Capitolism can do nething fundamental on the race
quastion bocouse it 1s rocist through and through, Buil, to the oxtent that both
the Poor People's Cempoign and black pover revolt ere in 2 period of transition, -
the REB considors it best to delay publication of o second edition of the pamphled
until dfter the clection. With or without o second edition, portd cipotion . dn
the bleck revolt will remain our most sustained activity.

~ (4) By no noans subordinated to the above thrce perspectives is the

fourth: the book itsclf, the drarft of the book as a whole, not just chepiérs of
it. The FEB considers it quintossential that this work remain a collective effort.
it is the determinant not only in corrying out the porspectives of 1968-69, but,
Sdstorlcally, it will become the theoretic preparation for revolution, Therelfore,
'tb.c. REE proposes thot the orgonigetion undertoko the responsiblilty of seoing :

hat o draft is mode availablie to each local, Toward that ond, 1t will be neccssaTy,
in addition to the omnual $3000 drive to cssuro the exigtence of Hews & Letiliers, to
raise an additionel sum of $300 for the typing of the manuserips. This, however,
will not have o Dec. 31 dondline zince the worl will not be ccmplctod mtil some~
where ot tho ond of Ja.nunr:,r

(5) Finally, and cs o combination of all four poins, there is the im-
rerativenass of the growth of News & Letters Committees. ZEach of the points
above must heve memocrship growth ns its goal. Thus, to begin with the last first,
the ideas of Fhilosophv and Revolution cammot wait for complotion in book form -
+0 be tronsmitted to thoso on the outside of tho Committecs. Just s the moubers
participcte in thu book while it is still in the proeess of cumpletlon, so friends
can bucomo netive rorticiponts in it, ond Juet as the cinsses in philosophy proved
%o be ghtimilants to membership growth, sc thils sccond draft of thoe book con help
us in gaining new members. Indced, the vory idea that this will happon next yeor

4121




13-

sliculd be used os a step toward pembership. The same applies to thoe pamphlod
on tho Columbin revolt, the activity in the black revoluticn, as well as the
new quality of ocur work in tho fuctories,

A new unity of theory and proctice noeds more than the expression
"in general” of Morxict-Humenist econsclousncss, The nest 48 For o specific
workling out for ourseclves, in cach now situntion, of what it is that Marx mesnt
both by the "self-orgonization of tho proletariat", and by the feet that the
Morxist crgonization is distinguished from the gemeral ong by bringing to
the foroPront tho historic ond intemational (and not only the lmmediate and
notional) interests of tke proletarint, By now the historiecal task is os
ingeparable from the philosophic cs the philosophic is from the revolution,

June 30, 1968




