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GHANA/three 
Out of Colonization Into the Fire 

BY RAYA' DUNAYEVSKAYA 

T ilt: TIIAH;LJm IN \\'t:~·r ,\FitfC,\ whu i~ at uti ~CII!'ti· 
ti\'c b ra·ccdmn·~ l';tll i:t undc!' a compulsiou frum 

the !-!Ul'gc uf the lihcmtion nw\'cOlt!lll to hccomc cu· 
gngcd. The dynami11m of "F1·ccdom .Vow" iufU/'II.!I'i C\'t'll 
nld idem• with u foa·cc cn)mblc of piercing uny !:!hicld 
uf upnthr. 

A mild A1uerieuu dcmurrca· thnt tlwrc nrc "too 
:muny tribul lnnguugcs" lll'oUght u l1cnlcd response 
thnt thca·c is nlwn,ys some Afa·knn who knoW!! the 
other tribe's lunguuge. Indeed, the sound or u singlc 
drum bent,. or the IIOttnrJ of n truck 'with purty ling 
fll·ing, lu·Ings out .ian entire villugc. In Jess time thnn 
it tnkcs the viKit(lJ' to get out of the truck the whole 
viilugc hns ns!'1cmhlcd, ,·,·ith n miu:-~i1·cl prcsmit to 
thm:imit !mull~·. fot• nil to he:lU' withiJLLt benelit' of 
wia-cleK~, the ·wordK nf the mos.~ b:udaf.ul of mw tribe. 
Jn u flnrth the bnnlal.m becomes tJ.'tmsformcd··from u 
pluce of go:-;sit, to mw churged witli pnlilicul discus
t~iuw; lusting: fnr int(l the nh;ht. Oil rnnnr OCCUNions I 
hn\'e'lmd cimsf.! to doubt tllllt·Africiltll! H)eep nt ull('~ 

Dc.~pite the cxhilurntion of the_ mass mnbilizutiuit 
it 1M n_I~CC.'-l!lnt·y to pl·oi.Jc. the bhmk renllty.uf whut is 
I!Oldly culled "the [i1·oblcms of thC underdC\•elopctl 
cconomies"-the gencml pov~n·ty thut 111 not resfrlcted 
alther to "the bu11h" or tO 'UiC citY s!Um·, b1it cinbi;aces 
.the ellie 'as well nS the ·enrth itself. It' ,,~oul•lbC easier 
·to get undcir 'the umb•·eUn· of "Afl'lcan socialism" nnd 

to t~ee "no need foi; the bitter polurizatiori of sOch11i'~t 
idens thnt iN p1~rt of European hit~tm~·." But._iL is lin
possible to write of Africun sociniiKm when on~.> dis.
.-~ the dh•istun blllweml Cattubluncn uml Munro\•iu, 
nnd com)lounds tliiN cr•·m·· by isoluthnr him~l!lf front 
n c;i,hfruntntion with the OJliJO:>ing fol'ccs within the 
ncwl)' indetlcndeni Afl'icun nuti111111. The truth iN thiat 
the Africai1 l'C\'olutiuns have renchcd the crosKrotuiM 
HO enrly in their development thnt C\'tlll the l'epol'tCI' 
who e\•ndes nn nnswer must nt lenst polle the ques
tion: "Which w11y now1" 

No ·t~fJUbt the impact of the .w01•ld struggle l.ietwecn 
.the two. nucleur wtll'ld tiluns bus hust(!n(!d this rcpel'
cul'lslon on thu Af1·il'nn continent. As the re,~ent 
:~ti•ikcs in Gham1 ,o~hnwcd, howevm-. not everi de\'elop· 
mCi1t' Clin be utt•·ibuted clllwr· to tiiP. Cold Wut· ur to 
the 11tilchinntinnK uf oub1idel'tt, The "tl'ike!! t•cventcd nn 
internnl duull~m thnt \'iliulctl the dt!:;ignutions of 
J~cfi: !tight. uhd CCnt~r. -witld"- the Independent coun
tricR. The ·"Left" hns become '1Right" In its uttltudt> 

tcflil.bor. 
Ghunn is n sobering experience. No NoonCl' hnd tltls 

ruP<~~:tC1• rcnched tl1e point of dechllnsf tlmt ibl lCn.clel'• 
ship bud et·u~t!cd the Rubicon o\·cr to the Communist 
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ur!Jit tha11 Mhc mel Af•·knn:-~ !•·una countricH Hlillundl'r 
~:ulunialism, whn tiJIUkc nf Ghuun m1 lh!! hn,·Cn .ft1r 
thusc lighting• fur imlcpcndcncc. 

J n thi~ sho1·t lll'ticlc 1 tthnll den! with only une· Ufl· 

peel uf Cnmmunl:-~m-it.~ imJlnct on the African lrude 
m:iun mm·em~nt El11r1, mm·f! particulnrl!o', Ghnnu's in;. 
mh'cmt!nL in Uti~ penct1·ation. · 

The ~tnry begins with the Afrit-nn de.o;ire ·for Jl col.· 
limmtnl t.rude \mion mo\'{!ffiE'nt free of cold war tieH. 
Afl·icn hud fm· :;:orne time been the t~ccne of n strugglu 
between the ·Western-oriented Intt!rnationul C0nfed· 
erullon of Free T!'lUle UnionK (ICFTU) and ·.thU· 
E11Htcrn-orienh•d World Feden\tion ,of Trade Unif)nff 
(\VFTU'I. 'fhe WFTU_ hnd led n mu&t bnrr.:!ll exis_ten~~ 
in the 191i7·H161' period when no Jewel' than 21· Afrl-. 
cnn nutlonH gnlncd titdcpcmlcncc:without t.he- or1£8;u~.:.-. 
;mliun's huving held' ~o mlll.'h nn one c•.:.nvcntlon. · R\it 
uL thC··:~ume time. Afl'icun ulllliation with the ·IDticll 
more nclh·c ICJ.~Tu,· with it~.: BtU!4HCIH hcur!qiiRriCrif, 
und Itu·gc contt•ibuthm!! fl'llin ·-rhe AY.~L-Gl0,,' .. li8d' .. 
ga·own inct'lm:;lngly morl.! dilllcuit to ju:itify; ':J>urt'iCU~-· 
hu·ly on the pu·rt of the -~lgCriuus. . · -~:-\>":'· 

The Ali Af1•icnn PeQPles Confca·ence·- of Dec~mb~r-._:.. ···' 
1958 had urged the· {l)undatibn of an indepeiident::,:· · 
workers 'mu\·e·mcnt~ but 'nothiri"g had been dime 8\ifidf.::.' 
lt. Thf>n, in Mny 1961·, African t.rrlde unhm_Oi-g&ittzii-.'~ 
tiouR tn1dP.I' the leudP.i·ShiT• of ihe five Canablanca'pciV:-~ 
c1·~ ph!K Algeria- estnblished the AII~A:CrfCan'. TrRd~~: 
Union Federntion (AATUF). The Secretnriat:or- tlii8: . .' 
con\·cnlion · m11t July 14-17 and, n11 tbc··:1Perirliullmt.• 
Sc.ct:euu·iat," ch~Ke to luail the ct'l'ntiolt uf AATUF_ul:l 
n '.'great \'ichll'Y" uiul :1 "sever·c blow _to t1ic splitting._ , 
cll'Ptent.~ rcp1·esCutcd b)•· imperihiism und·the '-ICFTU;'.' .. · 

lbnahim Z:tkariat, Secl't!tnry of the WFTU, dh;cov.: 
ercd n similnrlty betlscim the st~nd of~the.'AATUt·, .. 
und Kht'UKhchc\•'s 1969 UN speech, which h:ad· been:-'·· 
mnde the lhe~ls of tlie·22nd Russinn CommuniSt Pnrfy. 
Congre,s nnd summnrized in' the mnin sp·ecCh;: "FOt":" 
the Abolltlo!l of Culoninliflm." ·- · ·: .. ~. 

''The Nh'UJCglc nilnln~t n~et-colonluJIHril" liccume· iiie::;.:' 
Jlh·ut, the \'ei'Y I'Cm1u11 fur the e'xistt!nce of the Afric~l.t~:;;_ · · 1 
lJ•ul.le unlonM, whether they we1•e in lndepeitdent C'duit;.~;'"'·. 
tries or not. With thifl, WFTU nnw ltl'l chnnc·e .!o JCU~(· 
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the strugglt! from the 11im~idc" ngainKL the "out.shlm·" 
JCFTU. The in~hlcr clLo!itm fur the role wan Ghana. 

Nothing iK ~mid now, hy cithcl' Act•a·n m· Mu.'(cow, 
nLuut the fuel thut Prc~idcnl Nkrumuh himHelf nde 
drcf!scd the fia·st Africun Ucgiunul 0i'KIIIIi7.ntiun, un 
ua·m of thr. ICFTU. in A(·cJ'<L in 1!)57. Nu1· iK nwn
tiun mndc of the ful'i that, uftcl' the Guld Cum>l Lc· 
cume the indc]Jcndent Htntc of Glmnn, uml 1ut liii
Afa·icun tJ·:u.lc union bndy w:uo~ tnlkcd :d.mut, it Wllri 

never us one thut would hn\'c no intcrnntitmal rcln
tiom;. Fnr less is uny mention made tof the fud that 
the Ghunn Trude:. Union CongrcKK WIIM itself uffili:tlcLI 
with tht~ ICFTU, nnd thnt it.-> Gcncml SccJ·ctury, 
,John K. Tctteg:th, wm; n fn\'oritc thr:rl.! for his regular 
uttncks '·'" tht•·W.F'TU ns a "wnrlri t.hr1•nt." 
:-When 1 got to Ac<.•t'n in Apl'il Hl62, the m11S:;i\·e 
Sft:!kc:~ had endeli:_·John K Tettaguh bud been t·c
Jie\·ed of rct~pon:~ibility for the "internnl uffnirs" tlf 

the Ghunuiun Ta·adc.'i Union Congre.o;s, and had been 
sent to Lagos to find headquurters for the AATUF. 
These two insepnrnbles-discipline of uJ).e's own woa·k
ers . .untl "l~;~uder:-~hiv" ovet· ulhet· At'ricnn count.rics
ure, of course, the determining factors in the coun
tt•y's devulopment inlernnlly._ and in it.'\ forl\ign rela
tions. 

Pi<"king Ul} the Apl'il 7 is};UC of the Ghunn Tt•udes 
Union Gougrm!s's Nems B:!llcti11, I noh .. od that "the 
nc\V structure'' 1he tr8des uniong huve udoptcd is 
"ba!!ed'On Marxian principlet~ .. " They tmn out to be· 
n· typicnl Communist incot;pomtion of the 'trnde." un
ions into tl:e purty-state Upparutu.s ... in this case the 
Convention People:.:- Pnrty (CPP). lThe 'l'rndc.~ Union 
Congres~ \\'liN m•gtmi?.ed undm· the bim'net' of ''Towtml 
NkrumuhiNm:•·.iJ.·he .\"ewR Jlullt!till nssured ilM renders 
that "0Nugyef0 ·himself" hnd lnunchCd thnt slognn, 

·but failed t•J say ,\•hnt il'l Nkrumnhit4m.l)Vhen I in.tea·-· 
\'iewed Mr. Mugnus-George, Deputy Acting Secretnry 
of the Ghun.uhm Trndcs Union Fcderntion, I did not 
m;k for fm·thet· enlightenment on thnt ttu~slion, but 

· limited myself to ttttc:stlomc us to the loss of indc· 
pendenc_e uf the trnde.~ union mo\·ement with its mer
get• with the GPP.-A bhtHtet•y i:;tiividuul, Mr. Mugnus
Georgc spoke belligerently: 

"We do- not see the reasons why people in Em·otJe 
always ask us why we nrc an integral pnrt, of the CPP. 
It if' nol: their busines!'! to tell us whnt to do, We're 
living in n ft·ee country and cnn do what we 11kc. 
We're an integrnl part of the CPP·and have no sepn
J'ute trude union cm·d. We't•e going to step up ]Jl'oduc
tivity with the Three-Ycm· Devci<,~Pment Plnn (July 
HHil to July J9G4l]und we don't come to the point of 
American wildcats." 

'l'hc hu~t t'cmnrk \\'11!! in respomm to my interrup
tion, which hud pointell to the recent KtrikeK in Ghnnu 
und· intimi\ted that perhaps the Ghunuian wot•kers 
wet·e following the exumple of the American workea·s 
who, when their lenderEihip refusm~ to authorize n 
strlk~ fot• legitlmnte gricvuncCH.- 11Wihlcnt/•\"lt. will 
be very Jntet·e.~ting fot• you to kno\v," contiriiietl Mr. 
MugnuK-Gcu~·go with nu uir of discovery, ~'that uny 
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time tlll!re Is u ntisumlcrRtnndtng wltli tho state ond 
wul'l>eo·~> down tooln, otfter their grlc\'ancC!i nre re· 
til'i'l'lllcd they \\'ot·k fi'I!C lo muke up }o!\t time.'.-: He 
then Jlointcd JH'IlUdly to u Jcttct• of hi~ th:tt hud np
fll!lll'ed In thut duy's pres:;, congt·ntuluting the woa·k~rs 
in the Kudc Mutch l•'uctnry whO, "guldt>d by the spirit 
uf duty·con!!ciuusnellt4, putt·iulism, und love for the 
n:tlion, \'olunlnl'ily worked ovel'time to increase the 
uulput uf JH'nducliun fl'om the fu\'tory.'' E,•Jdently, in 
liuc with the ~pil·it of "0:-t:tgyefo the Prc:ddent" Mr. 
)fugnus-Gc(•I'R"C lmd ulsu cont~·ibutcrl his "humble do
nutiun ••f U• with w~ich the wo1·ke111 o! the Kade 
~f:atf·h Fuctm·.r c:an ha\'C n :~ocifll purty for enjoyment." 
Hnckt•fellct· with hi:~ churitui.Jie dimes didn't do Jess! 

Ou the tlcci:-;h·e que:;tiun of lhc 1"t!lation:~hip to Ju~ 
hut·, tlw h•:-;:; of iudcJJenUenc~ of thci1• t1•ade uni&n or· 
g1tni:> .. :ation, tht.l oppoaition· to the uu~tedty budget and 
!o1·cect su\•ingR, the compbtints of poor houl'ling and 
bact working conditions, the trade..; union otlicial 
1\"ould not budge nt all ft·om the pogition th&t it· .was 
not for "n, Europenn~·· to question. .,Americans always 
write lies unywuy." 

In the interval belwet•n the Casa.blnncu ,Conference·· 
nnd the ndoption of tht! new trade union structure_ bi 
the Glmm.linn!-1, a guthe~•ing o! African trade unionie.ts 
from the Mom·ovi:' bloc,' plus Tunganyikn (which had 
just gnined its independence), met 11t Dnkur. :In the 
iutet'\"iew I luul with Mt~. 1\luJ.:nus-Georgu,- Deputy\ 
Secretary of the Ghann TUC, he bcllow.ed thl\t ~~~TOm< 
l\Iboya wus n lnckcy of the ICFTU, which established 
itself us pat·t of· ntio-colonhiliSin ••• If the Nike.riaii 
trade unions don't join the AA'rUF, we shall inter· 
p1·ct--thut us a Htnb in the bnck." Lest I may have 
thotlght thnt his venom was liniited onlY: io Kenva and 
Nigcriu, he hunded me the official organ. of thE!. CaRa-. 
Llnncn tmdes union ga·oup, Tl1e A/rica:~ IVorlier, fen
turing un · attack on tl1e Tunisian delegate, Ahmed 
Tlili, "the Judns of imperialista.'' 

I didn't get to Ttinisla to intc1·vicw Mr. Tlili; but · 
I did get to Dukur, und interviewed Aliomie CittKt!, of 
the Scnegnl TUC, who is JH'c~;ently Ambasttudor to 
Guinen. He ·tt·icd to ussure· me that Toure, Seitghor. ' 
Nkrunmh nrc ull friends. "ThiN l_poi~ting to the'cop)" · 
of Tile African 1Vorllcr that I hud been given in Ghana. 
and that I- had handed to him] is mere propaganda. 
The trouble is thnt, though the Casablanca group' are' 
only fh•e, and nt Daknr 41 orgur.Jzatlon" fro'm·so Afrio. 
cun countries in West Afrlcn nml Eust Africa, -Plus 
Mndugu~cur, Tunisia, unJ Libyn, were present, the 
·nve wunt to speuk fur the whole of Afrlcn • , ·.·BUt 
om• orientution ill .Pun-Africun, uud we will aU get 
together und work muthn·s out." 

Whcthe1• ot• not such ti~U)'rilout; wt•IUng can be dls
rnls:md u~ "mere prnpugnndl.l" thafwnt·diHuppc!Bl't tili! 
truth it; that the \"elutfonship of the t'rade& unions tO 
the· muss of the workers Is the nub of the question.· 

'J think that n more t)T!eal African'rMttion·.tO'the 
AATUF strntegy wns that of M. E. Jello\V, who heads 
the Gumbiu Wol'lcers Union·: "Believe me,' what bas 

(cimtimu:d 01~- paao 16) 
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-, (DitlllJJJl!t'HkaiJn, rrmlimrerl{l'om pnf/t' Jli 
lm)ipcned I the · mtncks of CnNnbl:mt>a trndC union 
lcndct·s on those who met ut Dnknr] iH wor~e than the 
worst done by- ordinm·y politiciuns. we 1\l'en't intel'
cstcd in Mboyn aiid 'l'lili w~ indi\'idunl lendei'S, ·Rut 
they have ga·ent nuuu;cli of \\:m·kcr:c who follow mul 
I'C!IJ?Cct..them.nnd fo1• whOse .intca·csts they tlg/J}• -~.nd _ 
when you nttnck them in such n rnnnncr • , ,:J hn\'C 
the highest rm;pect f01· Pa·esident~ Tmn·C nnd Nkru~ 
rnnh· RN fighters: they lll'C tl•ying to m1npt socinlisin to 
Afrirnn renlities: but, to be I:enlistic. tht! AATUF 
\\:us . built up fo1• idcologicnl rcnsons. And nnw in 
Ghnnn _they cull worl;:er:o' fltl·ikes 'lnboa• indisripline.' 
We will ne\'er bow to Ruch un nttitttde tu lubo't~· I 
think the worker~;' inteJ•e.=~ts come fiJ•st. In the Gnoiliiu 
here we stnl' neutrnl ns between the politicnl pnrties, 
We would oppose mw proposition to ~ei\·e up Olll' tJ·ude 
union independeuce. We fight foa· workers' l'ight:~ nncl 
thnt is the function oC nil lrndes unionsfWe will ncit 
how to im orgnuizntion~ thnt culls wm1<Ca·M' sta·ike:i 
'lnhor indiscipline.'"~ 

In Ghnnn it:~elr thc;e is h~· now so deep n gulf be~ 
tween the trndcM union Jend(!J'rihlp nud the rnnk nnd 
file thnt nil 1mrts or new undeJ·ga·otmd oppol'litlomc nrc 
being born. These hm·e IJothlng whntf!\•eJ• to- do cithe1• 
with the old Unitefl Pnrt,• opposition ted by Dr. 
Dnnqunh, oa• with the TJnkn~·~Jed TrndcM Union Fedtw~ 
~~ion. They nrc, for the rno11t pnt·t, compo.<lcd of ynung 
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militnnt11 in the :Cm•cfrcint of the revolution led· hl~ · 
Dr. ~kt·mnuh him:;eJf. Fnr from wil'lhing tO tnke imy··, . 
Ntcp~ bitckwnl'd :Ca·nm thnt I'C\'Olutioil or indcP'EmdeO:cc:·: 
they Wnllt it to go fOl'\\'1\1'<1 t1~ "true NOciiiJfana.''. OtiC. 
wm·ker spoke to mo hith!l'll' nbout the fnct th!lt t~~· 
Mf!mhCr:; or Pnt•linment. hn~l \'ot~d. to· do;.ablc .thelr_.t>RY. 

· ft'(Jffi £!180 ($2,7·1o1J t~ [1,800 ($6,48SJ ·nn.inuiiiY'· 
while n~king for furthet• Mncrifices from the wo1·k~t'K. ...
"The WOI·k(n•s' clnlml'l were ignored," ht> continued.ns 
he nppl_:onchcd the Mto1·y or the :;trikeR, "untn we~ be~ ·:i 
:mn-·i~.-·n'lim. Then W<! were· gi\'~n incl"en·Mel'l of 2GR .. 
(nppt•oximntely $3.GO) per month but wc(\\•ere (l:~kCd. _;_~:-{ 
t(' pny ii per Cent compuiRory coiitfibutlor. t()wqrdR · ~ . · ;l 
Nntionnl Development out of our total enrnings nnd · ·-~:·.J 
24!1_ per unnum 'ft•ndes Union dueR, which we· nbh()f' .::·;_· •..•.•. ·,;,~.~1, becnul'!e of the pittance nntm·e of our pny, the .)\•ny r> __ 
1\'f.P.'N and t11c ofliciull'l nrc mis~using funds aiirl the ~~· .:J 
conti'O) the Govca·nment cxercii'ICS O\'er the Trnde.q ... (~:/' 
Unions.'' · · · ~· .. _ . ., 

The trugedy·nf the Afl'icnn revolution!! nt' the .crOss· .: .. . -.,::; 

~~~,(.1~, c~~~~!lc;',~~~ ~~m1.:~~~.~e~Q~;~c::y;~~~~~~·.~·-· _•·_._·,.··_:,·.-.·· .• ·······,_·;,·,-~·;·····_.·.,_·_:_,,._·,·._··~·-·1 liornh exploded nem· Ou1· Pl'ealdent'R Jodglngf. one· Sun~-:.· __ 
dnl' nuri three dcrnonstl'tltol's dleJ. It wns. im u_nwliu!. 
bombing bc.cnune the P1·esident .. wns not 't~erc. _.TOdaY:·.-_ }'~i; ~ ;~ 
he \\;INhe~t he were !.Ike t_he .Jio(Jr.· .workei·s.C~ti'!~!n. g. ~·;;t_G ~-:>, ... ::.{'j 
pel' month nnd could move nbont without nny.i'enr .. of: - •.tt J 
beinsf.bomb~d, nsln.iOrmCl•.rinyt~,i• ·._. --.·, .. >.::-:i;~·.:'-. ,_:,_~:;a 
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