RESOLUTION OF THE MINORITY
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Thn history of tha Neere guestlon
and the Ameriean revolutionary movement in gencral, and the
Trotskyist movement in particular, mukes it imperative nt this
stnge to outline in however brief a form the rile of the Negroea in
+ walitizal development of American pogiety.

. 1776 the moeses of the Negroes playved no initintory rile and
the revolution would have taken the guneral course it did if not one
single Negro lived in the United States. However, ns soon a3 the
actunl revolutionary struggle hegan, the Negroes compelled the
revolutiofinry “ourgeoisic to inelude the rights of Negroea minong
the rights of man. The Nogroes themselves played n powerful part
In the military strugele of the revolution,

Betwoen 1800 and 1R10 the Newroes, disappointed in the results
of the revolution, staged n continucus serles of revolts. By 1831 the
petty-bourgenis demoerncy of the United States entered upon a
period of widespread cegalitarian and husmnitarian  agitation.

Disappointed by their failures between 1800 and 1830, the Negro

slaves in the South, aided by free Negroes in the North, ssugh.
their freedam by mnss flight. Owing to this spontaneous action, che
petiy-bourgesis movement for the rights of the conmen man was
soon deminated by the etrugele for the nbolition of slavery. The
link betweun the Northerr iourgeoisic and the Svuthern planters

was far stronger by 1860 than the link between the colonisl bour- -

geolsic and the British in 177€. The Northern hourgeoisle used olf
possibiz means to uvold the revolutionary clash. The most powaorful
aubjective influence which forced’ the irrepresaibility of the conflict
upon the consclonsness of the people was the agitation of the petty-
hourgeofsie, stimulated, maintained and intensified over the yenrs
by the refusal of the mnaszes of slaves to nceept their position, In
the course of the Civil War the revolutionary actions of the masses
of the Negroes in the South played o decisive rilo in the winning of
the Northern vietory. - . ' .

In the agrarian movemaent of the 'B0s in the South the Negro
furmers anu semi-proletarians, independently organized to the ex-
tent of & million and 1 quarter jn the National Colored IFarmers
Alliance, were a militunt and powerful wing of the Populiat move-
ment. They supported the break with the Tepublican Party and the
yroposal for a third perty with social as well p2 economic aims.

The importance of the Negrors as a rvevolutionnry force has
grown with the development of the Awmerican economy. Conversely.
however, raclal prejudice against the Negroea has also grown. He-
tween 1830 and Y860 the Southern planters cultivated the theory of
Negro inferiority to a degree far exceeding that of corlier sla-
wery days, being driven to do this by the inereasing dJivergences
between the developing bourgeois demoracy In the United States
and the needs of the- slave ceonamy. To conguer the formidable
threat of white andd Negro unity, parifeularly that represented by,
Populism, the Sontheen plantocracy eleeated race consciovsness to
the position of o principle. The wholo country waa injecied with
.this ides, Thus, side by aide with his inczeasing inlegration info
production which becomes—1ore and more n soeinl procers, the
Negro becomes more thun ever consclous of his erclusion from
drmocratis privileges as a separate racial gronp in the community.
This dual moverm=ut is the key to the Marxist anaiymis of the Ne-
gro queation in the U. S, A. - -

At the same time in the country as a wholo, as in the world ac
ta~ge, the rights of democracy become more and more a Lurning
political nuestion in view of the wideapread uttack of declining
bourgeois soclety upon the prinelples of democracy iz genernl,
Slmultanecusly, the rise of the Iabor mevement brings inereasing
¢7 L lounoaa of labor 23 2 sncial foves In the reorganization af xo-
o . Thus the Negro in hia century and a half old struggle for
demoeratic rights is increasingly confronted with the subjective
consclousnoss of himsclf as an opprossed raclal minority and the
objectlve consclousness of labo~ ns the great Bulwark of democracy
in the country at large.

It is In tho Hght of thia contradiction that wo must traco the
dovolopment among Negroes of the sense of natlonalislic vapres-
slon wnd-the mode-n efforta to free thomselves from it
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The first reaction of the masses of the Negroes to the censolida-
tlon of the Solid South was the policy of Rocker T, Washingtun,
who counsellel submission, Industrial teaining, and the davelop- -1-
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ment of Negro business. For 1le moment the Negroes in the South

scemed 1o acquicsee, Bui in realily theie grow opp o Tutlsus bal 55p-
pressed hatred of whites at the oppression and particularly at the .

racie]l humiliation to which Magroes were now being subjecled, The
appreciation of this in fundamental to any understanding of tho
Negro gueation,

During World War [ the needs of Northern industry braught '

a million Negroes to the North. The suppressed resentment hurst
out nnd was organized ard misled as Garveyism, Thus this essen-
tially nationalstic explosion took place Immedintely the Negroes
eained some integration into American society which allowed them
free expresaion, Its first significance was the indieation that it gave
of the powerful foree of social protest which smouldered in the
hearta of Negroes, Its second is the foct that it teok place precisely
beeause the Negro had made cconomic and soclsl progresa,

The Negro and Crgenized Labhor

The Negroes, due to their place us the most oppressed section of
the labor force nnd thelr sense of national oppressidn, have always
shown themselves on the whole exceptionally ready to join the
forces of organized labor, Tho exelusion of Negroea from the AFL
corresponded to m period of clans collaboration practiced by the
AFL leadership. When the IWW raised the banner of militant
trade unfonism rmong the most oppressed and exploited sections of
tho working population, Negro labor responded both as rank and

filers and as good organizers. Morcover,.the TWW gave the Negroes.

the sense of n soein] prograin for the regeneration of socloty ¢
which.nlso the Negroes have always heen responsive. R
In 1832 the Negroes, like the rest of the Jabor movement, fol-
lawed the New Denl progtum with its vast promises of a new ordar
in America, But the Roosevelt gevernment, while of neceusity in-

clading: the Negroes in iiw social service program for Lhe unem-
ployed, did ‘nothing to implement its vague promises for the ameli- .
- oratien of the natlonnl opprassion of Negroes in the country.. = .
The CIO, being mainly an organizution of the heavy jndustries, .

was compelled to organize the Negroes in grent industries ltko
steel ‘and auto or face the impossibility of any orgenization at all.

The Negro muoses, desplte somc hositation, responded mngnificently - .

and todey they constitute powerful and progressive groups in many

unions of the CIO. .
This entey fite Hie militunt trade-union movement is unioubit-

edly of great significance not only for orpunized labor as 2 whole
but for the Negro people. Yet the mwin strugele of thuy. Negro-
masses in the United Stotes has been and unlil the achievement
of saclnlism will continue to Le their struggte for thely demeocratic
rights ns n nationally oppressed minority. Their entry inte the
vanks of organlzed Inhor does net leswen their sense of natiunnl
oppression. On the contrary,

oping sntagonisms of American society, this independent action af
the Negro masses {s alrendy playing n rile in relotien to the Amer.
jenn proletarint which constitutes one of the most importunt ele.
mients in the struggle for socialism.

Negro Nationalism: Secaund Phase S

The umultuous wortil aituation, the lowd-voiced shrickinie of
demoeriey by Anglo-American imperinlism and the Inerensing de-
mands of organized Inbor In America for greuter amd gronter exten-

slon of its democratie rights, stimulsted in the Negro people by the .

Leginning of World War 1 n more than usually intensive dealre to
atruggle for equality, Driven by the necessities of war, the Roose-
velt povornment eniled upan the peonle of Awerien to make the
rreat smerifices nopewanry for war In the name of democracy. Al
the same time, however, the apecinl needs and praetices uf Houthern
socicty amd industry ns n whole, fortified by the now deeply-in-
vrnined ruce prejudice of Amerlean society,
wion of demncracy to the Nugre people. Instead the peraccution und
(iserimination of World War I have been Intensitted. The vinlent
attucks anid humilintions to which the Newre prople luve been aulb-
Jocted, In the Army in particular, have riised the Tndigoation of
the Negro muuses to o high piteh.

The Negroes have respuided whh i natlanawile, affunsive, Thix
offonaive, which apecislly sought the right of entry Iinte Indus.
try and nlso into Jim Crow unions, lias expressed Jtscll not onjy
n nmass movemonts but in o growing deteymination to strugilo in
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it jnereuses it and, in full necordnnee .
“with their role in past American revolutionary crisis and the devel-

prohibited uny exten- |
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ar indivhivg! aml often terrovistic manner ngatnst any manifesta-
tion of white superiority. The yonger Negrovs n pubiieular aow
wolk the streets in muny towns determined to nxsert themselves,
And in states like Virginia, the Carolinas, und Tennesser theiv atti-
tude in streel cars, their resentful submisalon to the oll Jim Crow
lows have ereated o degrew of social tension unknown in those parts
for two generations. This has been one of the main eontributing
canses to the xeries of rociel outbreuks which have taken place in
various parts of the country. The Attorney General of the United
States ima mude the fantastic and unpreesdented proposnl to pro-
hibit the Negroes from comingr into Northern cities nid hny publicly
“sxpressed his foars of immiuent race viets. lle thus (ypificx the

wruptey of the bourgesisie in the face of the mnss offensive «f
we Negroes, : '

The character and high stage of development of the nation-wide
Negro offcnsive is hest typified by its expression in Itarlem. Harlem
is the ‘urgest orban concentration of Negroes in the country, Bt is
the area in which Negroes feel safest, freest and therefore moxt
able to express their rerentment. It is therefore preciaely in Har.
lem thut appenr most powerfully the nutionaliztic sentiments of the
Negro and the decpest social protests. In Y45 the Negroes in Har.
leni earricd oaut a spontancous demenstration sgainst their gencral
rociul conditions and particularly sgainet the nan-eniployment. of
Negroee in Harlem stores, The demonstration initinted a move-
ment which has made substantial correetions of this injustice. In
1541 the Hartew conimunity orgasized and earried io success a
domenstration agaoinst the non-employment of Lua drivers. Similur

. netions or attempts at action have taken place ull over the country,
except in the very deep South,

The Negroes huve not heen sotisfied with jocel or merely re-
wional .demonstrations, Highly sigrificunt iz the srpanized expres-
sion of their boiling resentment. As far kack as 1946, Conncilian
Powell, realizing the need for piving some nutional organized ex-
preseion to this wide-spresd resentnent, tried to summon a nutional
conference of Negro leaders in New York, The movement did net
materialize, but by 1941 the pressure of the Negro masses had
forced the formation of un organization aimedt oy morching on

Washington and making o forcible protest to the siate apainst the

national oppression of the Negroes. _

The Negro petty bourgeois lenders found theiv ergenizations
of the NAACP and the Urbun League rejected Ly ikie Negro masses
us unsuituble for their militant purposes, They trembled before this
powerful urge of the Negro-masaes to confront the eapitalist state
with o comprehensive protesat againgt thele gricvaness, Tn the per-
sons of Randolph and White {hey reched to head “the movement

and immedintely turned it over to the Roesevelt Government which -

transformedl itself inte leader of the Negro people snder the guise
of the FEPC. 'The Negro mussea waitad patiently apon the PEPC
to solve their problems in industry and upon the copitalist stote to
fmprove the situstion of Negroes in the Army. With the failure of
the Reosevell government nnd thie FEPC Lo ancliorate theiv griev-

ances, the masses of the -Negro people arrived at the deelsinn thﬂ‘!}L

they musi take,matters into their own hands. The moest outavnd.
ing expression of this sentiment wan the Harlem demanstrption,
purticipated in by many thousaieds of people, viewed sympatheti
‘enlly by the lnrge mujority of the peopld of Harlem and N

all over the Upited Stales. When exumined in its totality 't will be 5

seen (g one of the most significunt manifestationz of independent
social protext amonss Negroes that has taken place sinee the Garvey
-wovement. This is no question merely of bad housing, insuiticient
playgrqunds or incrensing poverty. :
The Harlem demonstration, fike the miners’ strike, represents o
sigalficant stage in the development of the struggle agninst cupi-
talist soeicty.. The miners’ strike wans nn incdiesttm uot Snly of the
Immedinte grlevances of the miners but of the stuge of developiment
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reached by the American profetariat as o whole. The ntiners Jid {

what millions of Americuns wanted tn de. The Haorlem action ix
equally an indiention of the senthments of the prent majority of
Hewroes i this country. Bolh of thess mnonifestationx in their
- cength and in their wenknesses ney ihe two most important mei.
catlona of the developing muss rosentiient agningt the axlating, te..
the caplitalist, noziety that have resulted frons the straln of the war,
At the mume time the petty-hourgends leaders wnong the Negroes
have issusl 4 palitieal manifesto witlsh, derpite all s wonknesses,
show 1hut tHe Negro peaple ak o wheie have reached the stage of
toking wreritical attitude, an Negroca, io buth the Demoeratie nnd
Republican parties, Both the Neghoos peutesting in the streels ad
the timid and vacilluting petty-bourenis have now renched a2 alage
in their evolution where, us plways in thelr past history, their next
historie atep In towarsd unity with tho revelutionury elnss, in our
day, the Amerienn proleturint. Tv the degres that the Negryurs are
morp fllffyl'lffflf‘.ill?ll indduatey apel wninus their coneciviniens of ro-

] appresaiog and theiv vexentutend aguinst it hepmme greatey, par
{rax, This dunl development of the Negro peaple during the lost
fow years posex exceptional problems and exceptionnl opportuni-
ties for the Aperican proletarinl and therefore for the revelu-
tionary party.

The American Praletariat and the Negro Question Today

Tlha Awsnvin ie the slags whoun ohisctive rile wt
the present stagre is to selve the fundamental problems of Amueriean
sociely. Any theoretical analysis of the contemporary Negre prob-
lem miast therefore bewin with the developing reintion of the Negro
struggzle to the general struegles of the proletarint ns the leader of
the oppressed clnsses in American society.

£ In the present stage of Ameriean capitalism the great dunger
threatening the mnsses of the people is Fascism, Events in Detroit
atd elrewhere huve shown thet the fukeistic elements will exploit to
the limit the Negro problem in the United States 1o confuse, disor.
panize and divide the preat masses of the people and to disrupl
their natural lender in the strogele against Fascian, the organized
farce of Inbor. ' ’

ii. The Ameviean bourgeoisie, whether Democrntic or Republi-
cat, is perfeetly nware of the permanent nature of the nericultural
crisisz nnd has already siown its determination to bribe the farmers
ta support il apninst organized Iabor. Howrever, the problems of
the poav farmers, the tenant farmers, the sharccroppers and the
agricultural proletarist are insoluble {n capitalist society, The solu-
tion of the agrarian problem in the United Stntes resls with the
protetzriat and any solution involves attomaticnily the meneral
roeinl situation of millisns of Negrnes in the Southern states,

ili. The South presents the gravest problem of demoeracy in
the United States. Econonile remaina of slavery, a lurge Jundless
peasiuiry, the development.of large.rcale and, caperially, the ex-
tractive industries. the transference of textile industry from the
North, a developing lalior movement—all these are permeated with
it enste syctem comparable to nothing else in_ the modern world, .
Haliding together these diverse sl cuntradictory clements is A
politienl superstructure with the external forms of hourpgecis de-
nmocracy, This extrsordinary eongplomeration af axplorive forees ix

situated not as in India, thousands of miles away from the metrop-

olis, but In the vory heart of the most advanced political bourgeofs
lemocracy in the world. _—

Armed with Trotsky's theory of the permanent revolution, which
we must apply at hane a4 well an ubroad, the Bolshevik party must
be able to foreaee ihe Lelescoping of the Industrial, agricultural and:

- socinl revelution in the Sauth. These contradictions are developing

at a time when Frscism, the enemy of democracy and !.h_e_ most out--
spoken of all propononts of ractal domination, Is experiéncing aig-
nal defeats administered nt the cost of xreat sacrifices to the Amer-
fcan people. The gross hypocrisy involved has mado deep . pene-
tration Inte the minds of Negroes in tho South, Pemiliarity with
that situation and the comparntive acceptance by the masses, purs
tienlarly the Negro masses, in the past, should nat dull sur compre-
hension of the potentiel dynamite which the situation represcnts.

It is possible that before the genernl ecouomic and political
forces in the South have reached the peint of cxplosion, the Negro
massex muy by indepenident mass actions pose all questinns purely
in terms of eguality of Negro rights. Whatover the pace of the
genera! development or the forms that it may take, we must expect
that in the course of the next peviod, the period of the socinl crisis -
in Amerien, the Amerjean proletarint as o whole will be faced with
thie problem, . :

jv. Even today, in the day-to-day struggles for demoecratic
righta, the Southern landlords and industrialists have proved them-
selves the unyielding eniemlies, not only of the working ¢lusa but of
the democratic rights off the whula American people. Large sectiona
of Amoriean socioty, part'enlnvly: organized lshor and the preat
numbers of Negroes in the North nre now fully awara of this and
arg nwarce also that the basis of Southern political powaer fis the
erennmie and soeinl drgradation of the Negroes In the South,

From tl:0 nbove Jour puliia, cestnin concivsivis of catreme im-
portance to tive Arnerican proletariat can be drawn, In Amerien an
in every other vountry, the basic struggle is between the proletariat
and the bourgeotslo for the control of the economie sources of social
and politienl power. But in every country this struggle assumes -
specinl bistorical forms. It Is the task of the revolutlonary parly
firat of all {v elarify itsel? in order to be able to clarify the prole.
warint on the eruelnl role of the Nogro problem in the defense of lis
own poeitlon and the soelnlist reconstruetion of Amerioan saefety,
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The Negro Question as a National Ouesﬂ.on

The 14 millivn Negroes of the United States nre subjucted to
avery conceivabla variety of ecconomic opprezsion and social and
political discrimination. These tortures are to a large degree sane-
tified by law and practiced without shame by ull the organs of gov-
crn'mcn_t. The Negroesa, however, are and have heen for mony ern.
turies in every sense of the word, Americans. They ure not sep.
arated from their oppressors by differences of culturn, difference of
relipion, difference of language, as the inhabitants of Indin or
AIrcA. ‘Thoy are not even regionally sepnyated from the rest of the
cavmunity as pationnl groups in Russia, Spuin or Yugoslavin.

: e Negroes are for the most part proleturian or semi-prole-
L8 oo 00l therefore the strupiele of the Megroes is fuadamentally
u cless question,

. The Negroes do nat constitute nonation, but, owing to their spo-
cial situatior, their sexregration; eeunemie, social and political op-
pression; the difference in color which singles them out wo casily
from the rest of the community, their prabletn Leconies the problem
of a national minority. The Negro question is & purt of the naticsal
snd not of the “nationzl” question, This antionu] munerity is most
easily distinguishnble from the rest of the community by its racial
characteristics. Thus the Negro nuestion is o question of race and
not of “race.”

The contrast between their situation and the privileges enjoyed
by those around thom have always made the Negroes that section
e¢f Nwciiean society most receptive to revolutinnury ideas end radi-
catl selution of socinl problems. The white working class strupeles
wzninst the objective rule of capitel and for =ome subi-2*ive wvoal.
which even on the very eve of revolution, is impessible to visunlize
fully in conerete and positive terms. The Negroes, on the other
hand, strogple and will rontinue te struggl: ohjcctively agminst
capitsl, but in contrast te the white workers, for the very conerete
objective democratic rights thut they see around them.

Bui l{ac wholc higtory of the United Statern ond the rile of the
Negrocs in American economy and soeicty aro ¢ canetant proof and
reminder of the fact that it is abaolutcly onpossible for the Negroes
to gafn equality under Ameriean eapitaliam,

Such ia the development of Amerlean capitolist snciety and the
rdle of 'Negroes ‘in it thut the Negroes' struggle for demaeratic
rights Lrings Lhe Negroes slmost Linmedlatel face (o face with
capital and the state. The Marxist support cp the Negro struggle

* for democratio righta is not a concession thal Marxists make fo the
Negroes. In the United States today this atrapgle is a divect part
of the struggle for seciatiam. -

‘Nuﬂqnal Struggle and the Struggle for Scciulism -
All serigus problems arjsing from the Negro question revolve

around the relationship of the independent mass uctions of the
Negroes for democratic rights to the working class strugicle, for

soeialiam. N ) .
In the 2nd Congress of the Communist Interimional, Lenina
Lheses singled oul ns cxamples of thes national and colonial question

the Irish question and the quostion gf the Nogreea in Amerien.

This Leninist approach was based upen close atudy of the veonomie
- situation of the Negroes in the United Statea and the Dish Rebel-

lich in 1916, The whole historica) development of the Negro strug-

gle in the United States znd its relations to the seciul strym:lns of
the revolutionary cloases show that the Leninist anulysis of the
Negero question as part of the natlonnl question is the currect moth-
od.with which to approach thie problem. It is necesanry, therefore,
to have a precise and clenr coneeption ot the application of this
method. The most cencentrated examyple of it is Lenin's treatment
of the Ivish Rebellion during World War I

. Lenin wishes to illustrate the «pecifiently natwnalist atrugple
of the Irish Rebellion in ity relatior to the gocialise struggle of the
Hritish proletarint againat British inparialism, He usmes the ex-
p e of the Russian Rovolution in 1905 which took place exelu.
si'. , within the national boundaries of Russia. He uses also, nat
the atruggles of the nationally oppressed inorities, but the strug-
gles of the potty-haurgeoisiv, tha peasanis and oibwr nol-pivic-
tarian, non-class groups, in relotion to the struggle of the Ruasian
proletarint. We have thorefore a very concrete illustration or‘ the
applicability of the mcthd to environmonta and classes superficially
Jdiverae but organicatly aimilor.

{a} "The ltuasian Revolution of 1905 was bourgeois-demo-
eratic vevolution. It vonuiated of u serivs of battlor In which all
the discontanted clusses, groups and clements of the populn.
Gon participated, Among thaze wWors maxsca imhued with the
crudest prejudicos, with the vaguest and most fantaatic atma of

..3..

struggle; there wore amall groups which asceopted Japanese
money, there were spoculators and adventurers, ete. Objee-
tively, the mass movement broke tho back of taarium and paved
the way fnr domoeracy; for thal reason the clusa conrcioun
workers led it.”

Within the Unitad States the socinlist revelution will ultimalaly
consiat of a scries of battles in which the dircontented, clanses,
wronps und elements of all types will participate in their own way
sl form a eontributory force to the great culminating struggles
which will be ted by the proletariat.

{b) "“Tho socialist revolution fn Eurape cannot be anytking
sle than nn outburat of mass struggle on the part of all and
aundey of the oppressed and discontented ciements. Sections
of the petty bourgeoisic and of the backward workers will in-
evitably participate in it —without such participation, mazs
strupgle ia tmpoanible, without it no revolrtion is possible—
and just as inevitably will they bring intu the movement their
prejudices, their reactionary fantagies, their weaknosses and
errors. But objectively they will ottack eapitel, and the class
conscious vanzuard of the revolution, the ndvaneced proletariat
expressing this objective truth of a heterogenevous and dis.
cordnnt, motley and eutwardly incohesive mass struggle will be
able to unite and direct it, to capture power, to scize the banks,
to expropriste the trusts, hated by el), though for different
reasons, ...

In the United States social revolulivn is impossible without the
independent mass struggles of the Negroes, whatever the preju- -
dices, the reactionnry fantiasics, the weaknesses and errora of these
struggles, The proletarian composition of the Negro people and the
developing labor movement offer greal opportunities for a continu-
nus reduction of the prejudices of the Negro people.

{c} “The struggle of the oppressed natlons IN EUROPE, a strogile
cupable of going lo lhe lengihs of insurrectlon and sireet fighting, of
breaking down the fron dlscipling in the arny and martlad law, will
ssharpen the revelutlonary ctisls In Earope’ !afinliely more then s
nnch more developed reblllion in & remote colony. A blow dellvered -
agzinst the English Imperintist boorgeolsie by & rebelllon In dreland
is » hundred times wore significant politieally than a blow of equat
weight dellvered in Asls or Africa” - ’ -

Blows delivered by .an oppressed nationul minority so entangled
in the covinl structure of the United States as the Negroes, posseas
a political significance of greater importance in this country than n
Blow delivered by any other section &f the popalstion except the
organized proletariat ftgelf, . . B

(d) “The dialectien of bistory 1y such fhat small nations, powerlens
a5 an INDEFENTENT Iactor in the sifugghe xguinsl imperlallsm, play
a-part &5 one of the ferments, oue of the baceilli, which help the REAL -
power apainst imperiallsm to come on the . scenc. numely, the
SGCIALIST PROLETARIAT." . . .

Within the United States, the Nogroes are undoubtedly powerless
to achieve their complete or even substuntiul emuneipotion us bn
independent fuctor in the strugrgle apuinat Awmerieun capitul, But |
such is the historie role of the Newroes in the United States: such
today ix their proictnxian composition and ruch is thelr interrela-
tion with the Amerieun proletariat [tself that theiv fndependent
strugeples form perhaps the most powerful stimulus in Ametleun

. socioty to the rocoxnition by the o:cenized profetarint of its-real

vespunsibilivies to the national development as a whole and of ita-
power ngainst Amcrican Imperialisn.

The jdeal situation is that the struggle of the minority group
should be organized amd led by the proletnrint, Bet to make this a

precondition of supportiug the atruggle of nun-proletarinn, seml-

profetarinn or non-cluss conscious groups s a repudintion of all
Marxist theary und practice, Thos it in wtterly falae fo diuw the
cairelipimg thial the indepewdent strugile of the Negee wasscs for
their demonratic rights ig ta be looked upon merely as & preliminary
stage to a recognition by the Negvoea thul the real struggle in the
atmiggle for aoeiufizm,

The Marxist Movement and the Negro Question

The Marsist mevement in the United Sintes with little escep-
tion hna Tallet to srnep the fuet thut the Negre question is part of
the astional squektion. This ks tot surprising beeaue it hag showt
Jittle tnterest in the Negroes except under the dlreet ang inaistent
stimulun of the internntionniist movement.

The socinlist movement under Dehs conxldered any speeint ap-
penl to the Negro people ns conteary to the spirit of soeinllmm,
ERumlolph appealed to Negroes to beecome wockuling hut proved guite
incnpable of denling with the puweriul nationulistie curvent of
Oarvepizm thal wan prevaleny st the thee The Cammunist Parts
up to 18 wne wnnble to umderstamd efther the siguificunce of the
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Negro question in the U, 8, or the methad of work required, it wan
only through the drastic intervention of the CI, whatever ity pur-
pese, that the Communist Party In 1020 hegan a sevioun approuch
to the Negra question. Despite many exajrerations, the turn 1o the
Negro question was on the whole avund and effective, but it wax
serfously handieapped by the adoption of w policy of ndvocating
relf-determinntion for the Black Beit. In 19456 with the new turn
of the CI toward socind patriotism, the work of the Communist
Party amenyr Negroes began a1 progess of yapid deterioration. The
Trotskyist movement from its foundution in 1028 to 1038 took
oven less interest in the Negro question than the Communist
r » and onee more it wor only under the insistence of the
¥, national orgnanization that the American Murxist movement
took action on the Negru question, :

Trotsky and the Negro Question

Trotsky began to take n specind intevest in the Negro gueation
a5 soon 8 he applied himself to the problema of the United States
from the peint of view of building n Trotskyite revoiutionnry or-
eanization. From that time he never ceased 1o point out the impor-
tance of thiz question. Thoukh scatlered and to xome degree inci-
dental, his converantions and digseussions nre orgnnized by a con-
sistent approach wnd, altopether, constitute a remarkeble example
of Mnrsist penetration into the enrrect hasis for any Negro work
in the U. 8. In any resolution on the Negro question at this staue,
it fs necessary to summarize briefly his ideas,

On the question of self-determination, Trotsky believed thut the
differences between the West Indies, Catalenia, Poland. ete., aml
the situation of the Negroes in the United States were not decisive,
In other words, the Negro question was u part of the national quea-
tion, He firmly oppoacd thuse in the Fourth Internationsl who re-
jected outright the principle of self-determination for Negroés in
the 1. 8. In u discussion in 1939 he made it clear that he did nel
propose that the parly -advecatle the slogan of self-determination
{or Negroes in the U. S, but he insisted that the party should de.
clare its obligntion to struggle with the Negroes for self-determina-
tion, should they nt any time demand it. Trotsky insisted that if the
Negroes should decide, under the stress of unforeseen historical
events {e.5., o perind of fascism in the U, 8.), to struggle for soll-
determination, the struggle would under’all eircumstances-ba pro-
gressive, fur the simple renson that it could nnt possibly be attalned

- except through war against Ameriean copHalism.

Trotsky's views on the Negro question are most clearly, ‘though
nat completely, contained in a diseussion in 1930, [firternal Bulletin,
SWP, Nu, 0, Jus, 1858.) Tin Wls “apprevuch Lo Negro work, Trowky
based his viows on the sentiments of the genuine Negro masses in
the U. 8. nnid the faet that their uppression as Negroes was so
strong that they feel it at every moment. S

Of those suffering from oppressivn and discrimination, the
Negroes were the most oppressed anid “the most discriminuten
agninst and therefore formed part of the most dynunic milien of
_the werking class, The party should say to-the conscious elements

. among the Negroes that they have bheen convoked Ly the historieal

duvelopment to tuke thelr pluce in e very vanguued of the work-
ing elass struggle for-socialian, Trotsky considered that if the party
was nnable to find a rond to this stratum of sociely, in which- he
pave the Negroes n very important plece, then it would be a con-
fession of revolutionary fotdlity.

- While epnscions of k¢ véle of \he Nejrro in the vanguard, how-
ever, Trutaﬁy plueed u henvy emphnuis nlways on the comecionsuers
of Neprees us being a nationatly-oppressed minority. On every pos-
aible ocenslon he cmphasized the politieal conclusions thet were to
b drawn from the special situstion of the Negroes under Amevican
capitalimm for 300 years, He warned repentedly of the probubtlity
of viclent racinl outbreaks among the Negroes in which they would
seck to revenge themselves for all the oppression and humilations
which they had sutfered,

+ 7 "rotaky took the greatest [nterest {n the Garvey mevement ns
t. upresson of the geauive sentiments of the Negro marmas whn
were alwaye his main concern. He constantly recommended to the
purty the study of the Negrous in the Clvll War as n historienl
necossity fur understandlng tho Negro quostion today. He recom-
memded the study of Garvey's movement as an bidispensable indi-
eation to the party of the road to the Negre mupases. JHe welcomwi
the iden of an lndependent mass organization of the Negre people.
formed through the instrumentality of the party. His general ap-
proach to the Negro question cun heat be indieated by tho followlug
fact: He recommended that under eortaln circumstances the revo-
tutionury party couid wilhdraw iHa wwe camdidate fur clsethon i

Congress amd support a Negro democrut put forward by a Negro
-

*Nuzis used anti-semitism in Germany. E

community anxious to have its own Negro representative. In all
these Idens Trolaky meraly exemplified the anplication to the con-
crote struggle of the original prmeciple embodied in the right to
nelf-determination,

No task is more urgent than the coliation and publication of
Trotaky’s writings and ideas on the Negro question in the U, 8,
their close study by all members of the party. and their diseeminn-
tion in an organized farm ameng the proletarist and the Negro
kRS,

PART H—THE WORKERS PARTY AND THE
NEGRO QUESTION

The preblem of the party thercfore divides itself into two parts:
{1) the struggles of the American proletariat for soclalizm and itx
relation to the Negro struggle for democratic rights; and (2} the
independent struggies of the Negroes for demoeratic rights and its
relation to the proletarinn atrugele for sosialism. Under no cireum-
stances nre these zeparate elements to be confused or treated as one,

THE WORKERS PARTY AND NEGRO WORK IN THE
ORGANIZED LABOR MOVEMENT

The Workers Party approaches Negre weork Th the organized
lakar movement from the hasis of the appronching social crinis, and
the preparation of the proletariat for the socialist revelution. To-
day one of the grealest subjective weaknesses of the American pro-
lotzriat is the mbsence of consciousness that labor s oppeséd to
capital for leadership of the nation, This heing sn, it follows that
the other eppressed and discontented classes, elements and groups
have not yet learned to fuok to labor for a parfin? or even n “re-
formist” solution to their problem. Classes learn such lessons only
by massive experiences 'on b natinnal scale; enly in the very last
sinpos of the revolution did the Ruszsitn peasantry learn that the
proletarint wes its leader, Already independent action by the Negro -
masses in the North i at Iast awakening organized lnbor to the
fact that it mual approach the Negro problem rnot merely as a trode
uplon, but & social- and national prcblem. This new devclopment
helps to elarify und define the tasks of the party. B .

The pnrty continues, a3 it has donc in the past, to agitate for
equal rights and sbolition of Jim Crow in all aspects of industrial

and unfon life, The party views with great satiefaction the ramark- -

ahle progress inade by the CIOQ In its appreciation of the Negro

problem oz o wifon problem. The parsy Sghis sgainst the Kixnand .- .

other Negro-baiting elements In the unicna’ but does not allow.ihe
outbrenks wgainil- Negroes which have taken pluce in Detroit,
Muobile unid elsewhere to obscure the stendy progress in this fleld.

The party, however, goes beyond. mere progressive trade-union.
ism. 1t places before the unlon movement the grave danger that the
very existence of & Negro question in the couniry poses for the
union movement und the country as a whale,

The party warns the labor movement that the fascists and pro- -
fuscist clenients in their efforis to batter down organized lehor, witl
not fuil to use the growing raclnl tension in the country ms the

Tha party warns the labor movement that the coming unempioy-
ment will ereate grave dangers for the lalor movement, particu.
Inrly in developing antsgonisms. between white and Negro labor,
The party points out the dnngerous situation in the South and the
continuous reactionary and anti-labur acuivity of the Southern dem.
oerats wnd it basis {n.ibe socinl degradaion of the Negroea, The'
party, therefore, proposes to the Inbor movement the adoption of
ita transitiona) program for s Labor D'arty as tue chief means in
the present stage of cheeking this threat to its very existence, The
party boldly poses to the lubor movement the necessity of showing
the Nogroes that laber recognizes its reaponsibility for solving
thelr problems by vadicnl measures. Labor will thus draw to itself
the militant power of the vast majority of oppreszad Negroes and-
willt enormounty inerease its msocinl and politienl power in the
country. ' '

Surh & wponsorihg of the Negro cause will draw the attention of
all the ather appressed groups in society to lnbor's réle. 1t will give
enormonk confidence and pride to lahor itsell, Tt will crente s pow-
orful sentlment of gouxl will and reapeet for the American prole-
tarint among the grent masses in Europe, Africa and Asia. The
propagandn of the party in this respeet must be bold, comprehen-
sive and powerful In its jnslstence on the dangera to soclety nmd
the continuine chume of the Negre peohlem, the neceasity of pra-
letarian solution, ancl the galns, dirced amd Indireet, which will fol-
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low oven the first decisive steps taken by !abor.

The party in its duily agitation draws pttention of the union
movement to the canctete danger vepresented by the sulhreaks
which have occurred in recent months and which sooner or loter
will recur with probably greater viclence. The party emphatically
urges the upion movement to place the responsibility unequivocally
upon the enemies of the Negro people, it urges the unjons to ree-
onizo that the ageressive spirit of the Negro people s the result of
their unending opprezsion. Organized labor mual wot dirennroge,
bret must etimulate thie militancy na one of the gurest defenaes of
democracy not anly for Negroea but for arganized lebor itself and
al“the appresucd classen,

e party urpes the Inhor movement to take the lead in vrganiz-
ity wnis militancy and linking it to the struggle for the reconsirue-
tion of society. To white worxera complaining of Negro “excesees”
the party poinis out, with restraint yet inflexibly, the grest
importance of the Negrp mass struggele and relegates these com-
plaints to their proper subordinate sphera, Above all, it points out
that in conflicts between Negroes and whites in the Negro com-
mupity, the Jabor movement must avoid sppearing in any light

© which may be interpreted rg a “guardinn of the pence” merely
anXious to restore tha status que. Only by assisting the Negro
movement to express its militancy in eileetive chonnein and by mili-
tantly advoeating both nn immediate and n general program for the
Negroes ns a whole, will the labor movemont be able to net effoe-
tively In times of erisis and yet aveid the wmultiple dangers of
merely acting as peace-maker. In all Nesro manifestations of re-
sistance the organized labor movement must play o leading and
active part. The party must unceasingly teach Inbor thut the way

to enture that the resistance of  Negroes is dirceted upninst capital -

and ite ailies is for labor to epconrupe, orgunize and support them
to its fnllest capacity. )

The porty will reniersber that propaganda and agitation of this
seape in of special importance for it is being curried out by no
other politienl groups, In the prescut critical period when many ure
being wmure and more impetied to think bevond their immediote in-
teveats, the Negro question farms a partievlarly valunhble means of
vduenting the advanced workers in the general principles of soeial-
ism and mass revolutionary struggle. The party will pnint cut that
because the Negroos have insisted on atruggle, and awing to the
sympathetie attitude of Inbor due to the large.number of Negrues

/in its runks, tha Negro struggle in Detroit has developed z logic of
its own. This has resulted.in a politienl alliance at the recent elece
tions Lelween organized labor and the Nepro community as o whole,
Despite the'lors of the election, this combination is one of the most
sipnificant stages yet reached in the struggle of labor and the
Negro massea for emancipation from the ills and injustices of enpi-
talist sucicty. It is along thesw lines’ with militant effort on both
sidos complementing each other that the party mitst aeek, nccord-

ing to its strength, to dircct the developing siruggle. Organized-

labor must learn to turn to itz own advanlage the increasing racial
conaciousncas and organization whiek accorpanies the infegration
of the Neyro inte the gocial functions of capituliet sapiety,

THE WORKERS PARTY AND NEGRO WORK
AMONG NEGROES

The Negroes Struggle for Democratic Rights
cnd Seoclalltm

The party makes a powerful and insisient propoganda to the
Negroes that the leadership of organized labor Is necosinry and
indispensable to thelr successful sirugale for democratic rights,
Particularly in this time of crisis, it poses to them nociulism as the
only solution of .their problem. It analyzes the cennomic roata of
racial oppresaion. Tt emphasizes, above all, the rdle of competition
hetween ipembers. of the working cluss in destroying white and
Net zo zolidarity. It stresses the notionul leadership of labur withe
ou  hich tho achlevement of democratiz rights is impossible, It
emtipanaizes the fundamentally class nuture of racial oppression and
the ghiective unity 'of tha oppreased in the struggle for socialiam.

At the same tima the party. with the follest copsciousneas of
the significance of the mass independenk sirudgies of the Neogro,
considers that its main ogitational work among Negroes is the
stimulation and encouragement of these mass strugyles, Dusing
itaelf upon one of the most fundamontal principles of Marxism, the
purty recognizes Lhat It i only on the basis of the continunl deep-
znlng and kroodaning of thaly Indenenident mass strupgles that the
Negro people will ultimately be brought to recognixe thut organ-
{zed Jubor is their only genuine ally in their struggly and that thelr
struggle Is port of the struggle for soclalism.

The purty, in stimuinting the independent struggles of the Ne-
pra people, teaches Marxism to them In the only torms ln_whleh
thoy will learn it, the term= of thelr awn desires and experiences.
Thus at the present stage of capitalist deavelopment in Amerlca,
the party seckr wherever ponsible and feanible to concentrate the
nttention of the Negro masses upon the responaibility of the gov-
ernment for their oppressed condition. It therefore teaches to the
irgroes continuously that the state in the execuilve committen of
the ruling cluss and on this basin seks to mobilize them in thelr
own wny and sccording to thelr own instinetive desires, agninat
the capitalist statc and ity dominating réle ln contemporary so-
ciaty.

The party brings Marxism to the Negroes by emphusizing to
them that the emuncipation of the working clzts must be the work
of the working class itself, It emphasizes to the Negroes that Ne-
frro emanzipation eannot take place without the vigorous and self-
sacrificing strupgle of the Negroes themselves. It shorply con-
demur that distortion of Marxist truth which states or implies
thut the Negross by their independent strugizles ennnot get to first
hase without the leadership of organized lubor.

The purty is on the alert to stimulate and encourage every in-
stinctive tendency to independent orgunization and militant strug-
sle of the Negro masses objectively directed ngninst American
capitalism, The history of the Negro people has shown them 'fe?-
tile in the creation and organization of such struggles. And it ia
on the basis of analysis and criticism of these creative efforts tl':nt
the party sccks to cxercise its special guiding and correcting in-
fluenee, Tt is only by this means that it cen help direct the efforts
of the Negro masses ints channels most powerfuol and fruitful for

. their own nims and for this very renson most vs]ur.}_ﬂe in devel-

oping the seneral struggle for socialism. .
The party encournger the masses of the Negro people to seek
the assistance of the vrganized Jabor novement in the organization
af thelr own defenae and in all stages of their hattle for demo-
eratle righta- But In its agitation it encourages them to do so for
the speeific purpose, first of all, of gainiug their own demoncratic

domands. Under ng circumstances does it submerpe the specifio

prrpose nf thiz alliance in.the minds of fhe Negro peopls under
any general terms of the fight for socialiem. The recognition by
the masses of the Negzro people that organized lalor in their ally

" in thelr struggle for their demoevatic rights can prove a for more

powurful step toward socialism than the aecepiance by a few Ne-
proes, of the theuretie principles of Marxism. It is from the gen-
erai recognition by the masses of the allisnce between the Negro
struggle for democratic rights and organized labor that the pos-
sibilily arines of winning net one or two but dozens of Wepro mill-
tants for the revelutionary party.

-The Negro Prolafariat

‘The réle of tho Negro proletariat belongs mainly to the general
development cf the union and organized labor movemant as & whole.
The party must be on Its guard to serutinize all policies which may
defleet the Negre preletarint in the lnhor, mavemant from consider-
ing :tself first, and foremost as un integral port of the struggle of
organized isbor for the rights of labor and for selnlizm. The op-
pression of the Negroes us & nationnl minority specially prepares
the Negro proletariat in the organized lahor movement for a place
in the very vanguard of the struggle for sociatism,

- ‘Ihe Negro proletariat, however, has o special rdje te play in the

. ‘atruggle of the Negro community for its democratic rights. The

party will stimulate the Negro prolotariat within the Negio com-
munities to take the lead in tho siruggle for Mogro democratic

rights in accordance with the réle of labor in modern society, The - B

Negro community and Negro orgzanizations muat be stimulated to’
uso the Negto proletariat as its representative to ihe orgunized
labor movement 1n fta demund for nsslstance and organization of
the struggle for Negro demosratie righta. The iink in the struggle
for Nogro democratic rights is between the Negro community ss.
a whole nnd organized labor and not betweon the Negro protetariat
alune and the white proletariat,

In the prezent atage the party must conduct, to the extent of its
resources, a vigorous and unfalling prepaganda and agitation along
the abava linam, The present situatlon offers a fertlle field for such

work among the Negro tasses. Tho experience of the party with =™

itn agitation on the Harlem demonstration has siready shown how
recoptivo the Negro mossos arid Negro proletarian clements would
bo to agitation of this kind.

Tha party e cerlain to reap concrote resulte becouzs Uurn_{a :
not 4t the present lime u alaghs fabor or rudisal orpnnisation which
looks nupon the militant Neogro demonstratior. as anyihing elsr ex-

oY= copt at bost justifichle beeuuse of unfortunate meceswities, This
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nieans the party will be listened to cagorly by the Negro waases,

The parly necds to nnalyze carcfully and draw tho lessons of
such outbreaks as that in Harlem, Only thuy will it be able to offer
guldanea to the Negroez and to the proletariat, jointly with them
to prepare for {uture outbrenks, nnd jointly study the revolution.
ary development of the Ameoriean masses. Bvery “miner” crisiy, in
8 oapitalist state, says Lenin, discloses to us fn miniature the cle-
ments and germs of the battles which must inevitably take ploce
on a larye s.a!y during a big eriais,

The Harlern demonstration wus no “minor” atrike, 1L was, as
has been shown, an organized demonstration, a Negro natiopalist
protest, on a stage far higher than Garveyism, invelving actively
0 mprthetically, tens of thousands of people, On the day of the
& .. astration could be seea on one side the musses of the peopla
and on the other, “keoping order,” the local municipality (La
Guardia), the Socisl-Democracy (Crosswaithe), the Stoliuists
(Max Yergan and Hope Stevens), the Negre petty bourgenin (Wnl-
ter White snd Lester Granger). Dewey announced that he held in
reserve the armed forces of the state. These formed one united
group while the masses in the strects booed at them.

The party must resolutely take jta plice with the protesting
mnsses and expose continuously the unity of thos: arrayed against
them. The party will sot adopl merely the atlitude of expluining
_wl:ly the mosses take such steps, It corrects the exaggeratiens and
mistakes of the masses But as one of them, taking part in the
gtrumzle with them, and seeking to increase and to direst their
Jualiﬁgd .anger iuto more constructive channcls, In the Marxist
tradition it subordinates all to the fact that the masses have re-
fuu'ed passively to endure injustice and have violently expressed
thex_r_hatrcd. The party propagates theze idess and condemns the
jud!cml or explanatory or social-worker attitude, It is only on this
basis that the party, which is thon more certain to get the ear of
the masses, can help them to realize their mistakes, and help them
to organl_m greater, more powerful and more effective demonstrs-
tions which can In turn betome nation-wide miitant movements.

The Party ard the Megro Natonallst Movements

Tho party wages a merciless war against the Negro nationolist
movements such as the Garveyltes, the pro-Japanese organizations,
ete. I dcmonstrnpcs their fantastic ond resetionnry proposals for
Negre emancipaticn. It explainz in detail the utler imposaihility
of their realization and, furthermore, takes the treuble to explain

- that evan I these were reallzdd, it would nul in gny way boenefit |
the great masses of the Negro people. The party siézes this oppor-

. tunity to-analyze and denounce the imperialism of the Japancse
‘and the oppression of the Jopauese maases. Thus in terms of the
Negra's own life and intecests it builds n sentiment of solidarity of
the oppressed on an international seale.

At the same time, however, the party must study these move-
ments carefully,. to differentiate botweon the Negro nallonalizt

* leaders andstheir sincers but mispuided followers, It explains to
the masaes that the desire for the suceess of Japan is in reality o
desire for the desteuction of the apparently unbreakahle power of
thelr own oppressor, American imperlalism, and the humbling of
its pride. The Impending defent of Japan will strike n heavy blow.
ut any hopes of assistance, direct or indireet, to the “eolored peo-
ples” from u Japantse victory. The national movements, however,
even before the defent of Japan, used Garveyism and pro-Fapanase
sentiment merely ns an ideologieal basis for o policy. directed io-
~wards atrengthening Negro natlonalisn: in the United States. The
movements which seek to drive the Jew out of Harlem or the South
Side” have a valid claes base. They are the reactions of the resent-
ful Negro sccking economie relief and some salve for his humili-
ated racia! pride. That theze sentiments can be exploited by fanatl:
cal idicts, Negro anti-Semites, or self-sceking Negro business men,”

" does not alter their fundamentally progresaive basis. This progres.
sivencas js in no way to bo confussd with the dizsntisfaction of the
demoralized white petty-bourgeolsle which seeks rofuge in fnacism.
A ~lean roactlon ean and probably will finanece or encourage some
ol e movements {Biibo and Back to Africa) in urder to Zeed
jll-will. But the Negroes ure overwhelmingly proletarian, semi-pro.
letarinn and peasont in chelr clusa composition. Such fs the wholc
course of American history thnt ahy nutiviewide Fascisl muveiient
{however disguised) will ba compelled to attack the Megro utrugple
for equallty. But the struggle for equality (s the main driving force
of the Negro mass movoment.

! The purty, thorefere, while boldly nttacking the nationalist

"~ mavement ,does not {n'nny way trent these movements in the sume

catcgory as it would-a fascist movemenl, it stiucks them ea ihe
basia of 8 program for Negro struggle as outlined above, It in the

absencs of a comprohensive program and action for Negro vights « '~

and Negro atruggzle advanced by crganized labor; it s the see-

tarinn presentation of the dectrine of the Nogro struggle na class
struggle which gives strength to the nationalista. Such is the obvl.
ous bankruptey of the Nationalists' magic-carpet programs for sal-
vation in all parts of the world that their chief strongth, in Har.
tem for Instance, Is° due not to their programs but to their nctive
réte in protestz and d strationn designed to improve the condl-
tions of the Negroea here in Ameriea,

The Party and fhe Negro Peity Bourgeoisie

An economic cxamination of the Ameriean scene will demon-,
strate how slight is the economic basis of the Negro petty-Lours
geoisie. The Negro petty bourgcoisic is for the most part a woefully
disproportionate group of intelligentsia, well-paid personal domes-
ties, stame performers, cte, Bourgenis aociety haa rigidly oxeluded
them not only from social contact with the whites but also from
those positions and epportunities of sharing in the surplus 7alie,
and gaining distinction, which binds g6 many of the white petty-
bourpeols functionaries to bourgecis soclety, They ean do harm an
in the Marech On Washington Committee, but their impotence to
restrnin the masses of the Negroes when these arc anxious to move
has been demonstrated during the past pericd. Such influence, nn
for instance, the Indian nationalist hourgeoisio has exercised over
the Indinn masses, the Negro petty-bourgeolsie can never exereise
over the Negroes. The party observos that the instinet for direct
action of the Negro masses ignored the NAACP or the Urban
Leage, as circumstances dictated. But the pnrty ir on the alert to
Supwsoy ode swosaN AGY I SUCIUZIURBI0 JomDN DO JHUI
today in such profusion, if nven sometimes for only limited
purposes, ) -

The party keeps up an. unccasing attack on the Negro petly-
hourgeols leaders, but is eareful to do 80, nat on general grounds,
but beczuse thty do mot carry on = militant strugglo for demo-
cratle rights znd betray the struggle at every opporiunity. In this
reapect the party attacks the petty-bourgeols leuders of the Negroes -
in & manner approximating its attzens on the labor leadership of
the social democracy.

The Negroes and the Labor Povty

The party must carsy on a militant agitation among the
Negroes on boholf of an independent Lebor Party. It ia & sign of
theiir sprcinl role in American society nnd the maturing suclal eoh-
sciousnass of the Negre people that as n body they have made with-
in the Inst few years u rupid change in their attitude toward or-
ganized labor, Should organized Jabor put forward n_mi!itant
rrogram for an ipdependunt Labor Party the past listory of
Negroes und present indications show thot the movement of. the
Negroos in it favor will. be strong and perhaps nverwha!ming.
Thee Negroes In all probability will play a rileln the left wing of
the organization, But here slse the Negroes' sltuation oe o spe-
cially oppressed minority, thomgh not necessarily: ghtruded, must
be taken into consideration. An Independent Labor Party in the
Ualied States as in many European suntries will probably eonsist
of u federativn of various groups, with the union movement pro-
villing the base, the driving force and the leadership,

The Independent Labor Party wiill not tolerate any distinction
of color within its ranks. Local non-union orgunizations of all typos
will scek afflistion, Negrocy should be encouraged to join such local
ofitlations, Bet the povty wmuat carry on o vigarolia apitation
antony widitant Negre organizations alruggling for Negro demo-
“eratic rights nod only te join the vpitation for an Independent
Labor Party but also o take an actite part in itk formation.

At the present astago of capitalist crisis in ths U, 8. this par-
ticulnr work by the party offers exceptiona) means of forming a
‘Lvidwa between the independent atruggle of the Negro mnsses and
the general problem of the reconstruction of soclety.

The Megro organizatlons should be encouraged tarmuelves Lo
formulate demunds for their own democratle righis and the party
aust fnsist thot neither the Demceratic nor the Republienn Party
tn the type of orgunization which will Le nble to give the Negroes
an ohportunity to struggle for these rights within a brozdm frame-
work. At the same time, even to the most nationalistic of the Negre
gruanizutive:, the party showld noss the questlon of themselves
forming a progeam not only for Negro democrntle rights hut for
the country os a whole, They must look, not to European imperial-
jsm in Africa nor to Jnpanese imperialism, but to potentlul sllies in
this country and muke their own contribution to the elaborntlon of
thet type of social order in which the Negroes will at last fnd
equalfly, ‘This must be presented o the Negro organizations 88 B
imperative duty for Negre organizations to perform. It in by this
means that the Negroes, on tho basis of their pwn notionalistic pro-
occupntions, are Lrowicht to conslder their own prublems lu relntion
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to the fundamental problem of the whole social arder. The perty
wlll nclze this opportunity to presont f¢a nwa trunpitional program
to Negroes, for them to consider in the light of their intensive de-
wiry for some solution, not ouly immediate hut geneval, te the
degradation from which they have suffered for so wmany centuries,
Such is the proleturinn composition of the Negro people, o hoatlle
are they to the oxisting soclnl order breause of the apreial degrada-
tion to which il wnbjeeta them, thut the political organlzation which
knows haw to utllize their preoccupation with their demscratie
rights can find ample ways and means for carrying on that soclal.
istle propugnnda which musl always be the climax of revolutionary
offort, poarticularly in this period. Starting from und never ignor-

- the basia of the independent strugples for democratic rights,
wed Darty will find in the inereasing contradictions in the social
order the possibtlity of uniting in ever higher stuges of development
the objeetive movement of the American proletarint towasd leader-
ahlip of the nation and the movement of the masser of Negro people
toward the Amerjcan proletariat,

Negra Chauvinism

The history of the Negro in the U, §, is a history of his incress-
ing race consclonsness, n constantly jnerensing deaire to vindlente
his pust and the nchievements and qualifications of the Negro race
as o race. This is pn {nevitable result of his position in American
socicty, of the development of this scciety ftself, nmd is not only
n-powerful but o fumiliar concomitant cverywhere of - the strug.
gles of naticnelly oppressed groups. It doea not grow less with the
social development of the oppressed and the oppressing groups.
On the conlrary, it inereasce in dirget ratio with the development
of capitalism and the possibilitics of Iiberation. This was recog-
nized by the SWP in its 1030 convention when it adopted o resolu-
tion which stated in purt: *...the awakening politicel consclous-
nees of the Negre not unuaturally takes the form of a desive for
independent action uncontrolled by whites, The Negroes have long
felt and move than ever fecel today the urge to create their own
organizations under their own leaders nnd thus asserl, not only in
theory but in action, their claim to complete equality with other
Amcrican cltizens, Such g desire s legitimate and even when it
takes ihe form of n rother spgressive chouvinism is to be wel-
comed. Bluck chauvinism in America twluy is merely the nutural
- excess of the desire for equallty while white Americun chauvinism,
the exprension of racial dominotion, is nsaentislly renctionary.

So clear in this development that today even the bpurgeoisie ja
recognizing it. In An Ameriean Dilemmpia by Cunnar Myrdal, de-
splte its petty-bourgeois humanitarinn attitude, there hns ot last
appeared a serlous, comprehensive and, in many respects, anthoui-
tative study of the Negro guestion. One of its finnl conclusions is
that: “Negroes nre beginning to. form a sclf-conseious 'nation
within the nation,” definlig cver more clearly thelr fundomental

* grievances againgt white Americs.” Such a movement with such
deep historical rovts must ineviiably bring exagpgerations, excesaos,
and ideologicn] trends for which tihe only possible name is chousin-
ism. This irend undoubtedly lhas-dangers. Marxism both in theory
and In practice has demonstrated that the only way to overcome
them is to recognize its fundementally progressive tendency nnd
to distinguish’ sharply between the chauvinism of the oppressed
and the chuuvinism of the oppressor. The duty of the party is not
only to lend the lepitimate aspirationy of the Negro masses but alze
to educate organized labor as n whole 23 to tho legltimaey of the
feelings of the great masses of the Negro people and the great
contribution which this can become to the strugile for socinlism.
Daespite ull apparent difficulties, n bold and confilent peliey on the
part of our party has every posmibility of suceess, The reuson for
this is slmple. Whereas in Europe the national movements have
wahally uiwmed al a aeparation from the opprensing power, in the
U. 8. the race conscivusnces und chawviniam of the Negro represent
fundamentally a conaolidation of his forces for the purpore of inte.
gration into Anterican rociely.

¢ Negro Quastion as on Internctionat Question

The Negro question, §e, the guestion of slavery, in the U, S.
during the nineleenth eentury excited pmazing interest and aetion
srmong the International proletariat. The emancipation of the Negro
slaves end the Civli War nre indissolubly connected with the foun-
dation of the Fipat Tnternational, The Third Interantionsl recog-
nized this sapect of the Negro question when in itz Rasslution on
the Negro Questlon at tho Fourth Congress it not only relterated
the support of the Comintern for revolullunary- Negro strugigles
but devoted o speciai acction tn the importance of tho rdle which
the Negroes in the U, S. could play In the emaneipotion of Neyroon
ull, over the world and partienlavly in Afrlea. Today the process
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af hirtorical development and capitulise disintegration hnve carried
the Negro queation in the U. S. n stage further in its internationa!
relutiona, Not cnly among the Britiah maases does the Negro ques-
tlon occupy n forcmost place as n test of Amerlean democracy but
all over the world and particulnrly in the Orlentnl countries the
aituation and struggle of the Negro people in the United States
haa boecome one of the criteria by which oppressed nationalitics
teat the posaibilities of their own emanelpation, Among the Amer-

ican Negroea themselves the téle and fate of Tndla, of China and -

of Butma in thelr struggles for emancipation is recognized ns
being connected with thelr own struggles. The Negro press has
consistently devoted many pages to the strugeles of the Orlental
peoples, and the Piiteburgh Courier has two regular weekly col-
umng, one by an Indlan and one by a Chinese, Negro erganizations,
in their common manifesto to both the Republicon and Democratle
conventions of 1944, made “the cquality of China” with all the Al-
Hied nations, one of their fundamenta]l demands. Tt is the function
of the Fourlh Internationn) to develop and to clarify these instine-
tive strivings of the peoples tawnrd internationalism, With the ut-
most seriousness the party must recognize and expound the his-
torle roots of this development and direct it toward the educntion
and organization of the international wroletnriat and its prezent
allies in their struggles for world socfalism. -

Program of Action

1. The first requisite is the systematic education of the party -’

on the Negro question. In the period whick we are cntering, the
period of world upheavel nnd social crises in Amurica, the party
members must above all on this dificult end complicated question
have & clear theoretieal orientation, In The NEW INTERNATIONAL
and in internal bulletins there must be o series of informed studies
and diseussions on the Marxist interpretation of the devclopment
of the Nepro in the history of the United States, Such studies do
rot exiat in the U, S. at ali except for some beginnings by the Sta-
linjsta. 1t is impossible for the party to make any serious and con-
tinued progress in Negro work without some such preparation.
For the time belng we mercly outline o few of the topies which

can be immediately considered: (a) The Negroes In the Civil War..

"The Civil War is as much the theoretiral axis of American anclyais

as the French Revolution is for medern Europe. And central to
tho Civil War i& slavery, e, the Negro question. (b} The Ne.
groes in the organized labor movement, thelr listurieal develop-
went in this movement and the intorrelation of the Negre commu-

nity to these strugiles. (¢} Negro organizations in the recdpt pasl - ;

and in the present, particularly the Garvey movement as the great-
cal Negro mnss movement whick U, 8, history can show, {d} The
Negro in Southern agrienllure, (e) Negro socicl development and
political stroggles in Afriva and tho West Indies. {{) The conerete
experlences of the WP in Negvo work, . -
These studles, for the most part, are, first of all, matiers of
fact, but are also mattera of interpretation. it fu practically a vir-
gin fleld not only Int the patty bLut for all Marxlsis In the U. 5.
They are therefore and for a long time must be mainly mattera
of discussion, It is through attention to these questions that the
party will educate its mambers and encble them to represent Marx-
ism among the Negroes and within the ranks of organized labor.

{t {s by thin means also that the party will be able to mfAuence and \

te direct the alwaye alert interest of a nationally oppressed peo-
ple to whatever denls with its national oppression, however un-
popular or distasteful the general idecs of a revolutionsry group
might otkerwlee be, As a first prerequiaite it Is necessery to pub-
lish the notes and observetions of Trotsky on the Negro guestion.

2, The National Committea must, in accordance with the prac-
tice and traditlon of the Bolshevik movement, organize a ipecial

Negro department {o desl with the. general work among Negroes.:

This work must in no way be subordinaied to the worl. among
Negroes In the organized labor movemcnt, which is mr.e specifi-
cally the work of the trade union department, The wark of both
depsrtmenta must be codrdinated. ;

The Negro department ghould be responsible for a speciul col-
umn in the newspaper on the Negro question and should invite the
participation of non-party sympathizers in ila theoretlval wark,
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