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~· WELCOME 
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In tho none of the REI, I would liko to Gxtend a. wo.m weloone to 
Li.'.!.l or you. l'lhothor you nro oonbore or friends,. you will a.ll ha.vo tho 
snoo rights to tho floor, ror the next two d~e of tho ocnvontion. 

This is not a Privilege wo ~rr,J extending to Y'j• This is o. 
pr-ivilege \70 a.ro oxtonding to oursolvos. This is our f ret oonvontioll, and 
wo wnnt to bo enriched by a.ll that you hnvo to any. 

It doos not cnttor whothei- you ha.vo to.lcen pnrt ir.. o.ny previous 
discussion on tho quostiona boforo the convention--you onn openk of your 
owr. oxporioncos a.nd a.spirntions. iTo a.ro o.nxious to oroo.to tho 'kind or 
spirit in which you will fool rroo to tnlk, 1'1ithout euoh n rreo inter• 
chango of opinions, tho rosolution:J would ronl.lifl dry a..."'ld 1Illldequo.te,. oven 
ns llE\75 & LETTERS VTould havo boe·n only lw.li' fillod if' nll we prided l<ns 
whn.t wo h~.d to sny and not wl, .... t othorG ha.d to so.y. 

Ths roports to bo nado horo just ns nll tho reports muring tho 
lnst two co.ntho only oponed discussion, It will not elooo until c.ll ot 
us together at the end of t?:o tull days c.llt~ ... .:.:;3 oxoouti"re seaaion ha.ve 
spoken out c.nd oollootivoly ~rri~od at tho·deoioions to bo ~aoptod. 

This distinguishes us nt onco fran Qll tho old rndionl organiznt• 
ions who wore ~o exclusive booauso. they feared' being onpturod by tho c~saes 
on <the outside. It d1st.insuishes us fror.t the protonsion·a ·of' thoa&~~o 
olain thnt they wish to drown the~solvea in tho-cassas. If you drawn, you 
drown •. Corpses do not; build a. livo oovor1ent .. old or now. We would wol• 
oono baing captured by the :workers, not- booa.uao. we wnnt to drown ouroolvoa 
in the •oa.scas, but boca. use ";"tO a.ro' confident thtlt tho Marxist id'JQ.B that 
wo hold nnd tho idoa.s of' full froodon thu.t you a.spiro to, nrG O-"'le nnd tho 
sc.oo thing••n D:ew sooi~ty" froo or a.ll oxploito.tion o.nd degra.dc.tion. · 

\Then tho young Mnrx first. broke f'ra:t bourgeois sooioty, he hnd 
this to sny to tho oditorial bonr'l ot t.'>e nagO.zino ho vmntod to publisht 

11Wu ·should avOid presenting oursolvoa tu tho world in a. doctrinaire 
t't:!Bhion nnd wii::h a. novt principle,· doolnringt hero is truth, .bow down 
nnd v:orship it, Wo should dovolop now principles tor tho world out oi' 
its old principles. Ylo nuat not any to tho world: stop your quo.rrolo, 

"they nro foolish, nnd listen to· uu. nO pcssoss tho roo.l truth. Inateo.d 
wo oust show tho wrld why it strUllglos, nnd this oonsoiousness il n thing 
it nust o.cquire whether it likes it or not," Mo.rx D"ill:lr.,od up tho 
progrnn or tho new nngnzir.o a.s follows: to nsoiat the a.go to ecce a. 
roo.lizr-tion or its struggle& nnd its \vishos. 

Wo ot t'EVIS AND LETTERS onll this the olnrU'iontion ot workers 
politics. In this, our t'irst oonvontion, wo oponly eto.to tho.t wo oo.nnot 
do this without you, nnd that is wh;y wo publish tho kind or pn)?Or we do, 
o.nd wo oonduot ouraolvoa in our oonve~,tions in tho r.mnner wo do, Thero 
is o lot or work for nll o£ us thorotoro, in tho no~ row dnyo, ond wo 
had bottor got right down to it. 

I doola.ro thie convention opon, 2567 

' j 
I 
' ,.1 l 
I I 

I 
i 

' ' 

l 
I 
\ 
I 
I 

I 
i 
! 

' I 
I 
I 
I 
' I 
' I 
I 

i 
I 
' I 

.• J 

• 



·t. 

THEORETICAL AND PRACTICAL PERSPECTIVES 

1!y topic, TI!EORETIC;.L :,ND PMCTICAL PERSPECTIVES, eoundo vory 
inpooing, Tho eub•titlo, WHERE TO BEGIN, sounds oioplo. Yet both ~an 
one nnd tho eono thing, It is n nnttor or l~ying n oolid toundntion for 
tho decisions wo a.ro to onko at this, our fcunding convention, on tho 
t'ollcvting topics 1 

l) tho nontir.u~nco of' HEWS & LETTERS a.~ .t... -:;.urkers' pa.per, ~B tho 
recorder of' t lsos fran tho ioopost lnyors of the popula.tion, which 
1slert1lo8c;;o tl."l n now i'om of unity of theory nnd prnotice 1 . 

2) tho FORM OF ORGAN!ZATION we wish to eetnbl1sh for ourselves, 
o.nd its rola.tiOnship to tho· WOt'~=\ng olc.es. a.s c whole; 

3) our relo.tions with workers o.broo.d••.tho hunger or the Europco.n 
workers nnd tho colonial ca.s~eo ha.vo for oonta.ct with the Arner.io~nwork• 
inG olnss o.a it is, not ,,s it is portro.yod by the Voice of Al:lerioo., is 
ontohod by tho Anericnn work~rs 1 desire for knowledge of the worlft work• 
iri;; people~ Nothine;, for oxanplo, got su'Jh o. risa out of' Negro a.uto 
workara a.s tho inforn~tion W9 onrriod, a.nd which no one· alae onrried, ~n 
tho struggles or tho Konyu pooplo for tho!r f'roedon; . 

, 4) tin:>lly, tho book on IInrxiso o.s both theory nnd n we~>por. in 
tho olnos strugglo. 

'.I" 

EXCEPT THE LAST POlNT, 1>ll of tho topics I listed will bo 
diaouasod •J.t sopo.r!l.tO s~ssions., but thoy nre insopa.ra.ble tron the bnsia 
roundo.tiQn we a.ro lnyine horo nt this session, as tho ranson tor our being. 

Sono or you huvo just finiehod wildoo.tting in Wost Vn. ~ others 
hcvo boOn doiilg ';ho sc.no thing· t'ight hare in Detroit. Wo ho.vo ~othor. 
workor horo tron Pitt~burgh who is out on o. rugula.r strik:c·'uo ateol. So 
that a.uto nnd ooul a.nd stool - tho throe ba.sio industrios - nro out on 
strike or ha.vo boon rooontly ~t.. Alth~ugh thouanndo or workers were 
inVOl'VOd in OttOh OO.BC, it bo.rely got rofJOl'tOd in tho do.ily prOBB• Where 
it did, it was not whnt tho ~on wore suying tnnt woo rooorded, but who.t 
tho ocr.p~ny ~~d union loo.dorship woro suying. -Yot t.hio i•. the typo of 
nativity which: is tho essonoo or thoory o.Ild orgo.niza.tion. 

Ono thin!$ is clear o.lroc.dy: it wr..s !\ T:l.OVO toth o.go.inst tho 
conditions or work a.nd tho union buroc.uorflta who o.ro doing tho boea'u 
disciplining for hin; 

Two ontiroly difforont ~ttitudos t~nnrds nutonntion woro diaplnysdJ 
in those wildonts: . 

1) On tho port or tho nnn~>goaont, the o.ttitudo wns tho onohino 
oo.n a.lnoat rUn by itoolf', l\nd tha tlGn c.ro oxl)ondablo. 

2) On tho po.rt or tho workers, tho o:ttut\.tdo WUBI this mo.ohtno 
is o. ann-killer, Hnlf or tho oon it throw• out or work, nnd those it 
keeps nt work it swente so ooroilos&ly thnt it would soon, thnt, fnr 
rror.o running by olcctrioity, it runo on tho norvous system of the oen .. " ......... ,.,~, .. 
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Ao tor tho lnbor londorship, tho cinors aunnod it up when thoy 
enid ot John L. Lewis: "He is no dii'.forcnt f'rol'l lln oporo.tor." 

This 1• vary difforont fr~~ tho situotion in 149 to 150, whon 
tho n'-nors wore willinG to credit John Lc Lewis' ardor to return to work 
o.s ho.vint: boon f'orood upon bin by tho operutors, while ho hU~aolf wo.s 
really for tho workora. I w~s not involved in tho prasont strike, ond 
cannot know nll the inplicutiona which will first Otr.lE' out on3.y after ycu 
ho.vo told your OXP,orionces. Although tho idoo.~ for this book had boon 
gom1nat1r.g in ny 'hood for nony yonrs prior to 1949 and '50 btriko, it 
t"irst took sho.pe 

1
'0hly than boonuso it was tho o.ctuo.l ooncrote stage of 

tho oln.ss struggle which e;uvo it :l"ts f'om. The prosont exporionoos will 
enrich tho book on Mo.r.xisn fUrther, botoro it goos tc press. 

others of you hero are not workore, but you hnva been p~rt of tho 
working olo.so oovonOr .. t a.nd know that thoi-e is no tuttir'3 tor hUi.io.nity 
outside of prolot'l.rinn activity, Y~hich would bronk out or tha confines of 
thio d~oo.dont oo.pito.list society o.nd oronto a naw aoci~l order nnd o. new 
w~y of life, 

. I will oo.ll the so non-worlmrs, intollootuo.le, Since I Clll ono 
nyoolf, I fool froo to. toll you thnt tho tnok of grooping tho full signif• 
inoneo or this· book, will not bo as easy for you o.s for tho workors. It 
took no ten yoQrB. of diroot work on Ynrxiut thoor,y batoro the ninor8' 
otriko of 1950 illucinntod tor no tho taro this hook nust t~ko. 

It is not a question of noro undoretnnding, You easily grasp 
wordo nnd idons nnd thoroforo think you understnnd moro thnn you ro~lly do. 
Tho fo.ot, hcwovor, is that you oo.r.r.ot sl'.nko off wl".o.t is so :tnhorOnt in our 
sooioty •• that nonstroua division of ~nto.l and annual labor •. 

To illu•trnto ny poir.t, nnd to o~phnsi•• thnt this io not nn 
o.tto.ok on o.ny·porson, I will quotci to you who.t passed tOr Mo.rxiBD in othor 
dnys. I will take Knrl Knutsky who woe tho lo~ding Morxist theprat1oinn 
nftor tho donth of l!arx hinsolf nnd his oollnborntor, En~ola. Until 191~, 
ho \'Ta..s a.C"ooptod. by Lenin ~s his toa.chor. In ·f'a.ot, I'c sorry to reJiort tha.t 
it's Lonin hineolf who in l9C2 quoted opprovingly the following monstrous 
ooncoptions cf l!nrxisn. Horo is whnt Koutoky wrote nnd Lonin npproved: 

"Sooio.liGt consoiousnosB .is rop:-oeontOd a.S a. nooe&sney o.z:.d direct 
result of' tho proloturinn clnsa etrur;glo, But this ie o.baolutaq untruo, 
or ooUreo, Sooio.lisn, o.s u thoory, ho.s its roots in nodern ooonanio relo.t• 
1onshipa in tho anne wny ns tho olnso strugglo of tho prolotnrint hno, 
nnd in tho sa!"lo trny as tho lnttcr omrgos fron tho .atrU(lglo ngninst tho 
onpitnlist-arontod povorty nnd nisery or tho nasso•• But Sooinliao nnd 
tho clasa strur,glo o.riso :~ido by siclo nnd not one out of the athorJ ea.oh 
o.risos out of d:tff'oront prot:lisos. 14odorn Socialist oonooiouanoss · oa.n 
nriso only on tho bneis of profound soiontific knowledge. Indeed, nodorn 
ooor.~io soionco is o.s ~uoh a. condition tor Socialist production, ~a, so.y, 
oodorn toohnology, nnd tho proletario.t cr ... n oroa.t"o noithar the Ono nor the 
othor, na nottor how nuoh it nny dosir<> to do so; both. nrho out of tho 
nodorn socia.l procesec Tho vohiolos of' soi~noo o.ro not the proleto.rio.t, 
but tho bourgaois intolligontsin. It wno out of tho honda of oonboro of 
this strctun thnt nodorn Sooinlia~ orig1nntod, nnd ~t wns thoy who 
oo~uniontod it to tho nora intollootuolly dovolopod prolotnrinno, who 
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in thoir turn, introduced it into tho prolota.rion clnaa struggle whore 
conditions a.llowod thnt to bo donll. Thue. Soci11list oone:oiousnoas is 
sor.tothing introduced into the prclt,t•trh~ olc.ee ctrugglo trcr.: without, 
and not !'OI:!Othing th:1.t nroao within it sponto.nooualy." 

~~hat is Knutsky o.nd tho.t is what notivntod ovoryono including 
Lenin, plootty nuoh up W1til 1917, 

Hnturnlly wo rojoot this separation of Mnrxis~ and tho prolotnriat 
as existing eido by aide·-- n sort of' East is Enot arA Woat is West, nnd 
novor tho twain sha.ll noot, oxoopt in battle. Nothing would have scunded 
nora' f'antustio te~ Uc.rx hineolt a.nd wo know frm his dovoloptJont thnt, far 
f'ron grovrlng nol"'oly side by side, Mnrxisn grow ot.'t of tho cla.ss struggloe. 
And yot :tn kno.vinG that, hovr l:UUly of us grasp that so ACTIVE nro tho 
r4lations of theory and practice thnt thoro aro n~onts whon thoy cnn 
notually chnngo sidoo with onoh other nnd indood thoy do, 

Tho sinplo question, WHEN DOES I.!Y DAY BEGIN .AliD WilEN DOES IT END?, 
snid Mn1~, wns both tho busis for tho struggle for the shortening of tho 
working dny, o.nd n liEVI .Pl!ILOSOPIIY, grontorothnn tho Doolorntion of 
Indopondonoo, or tho Dcolarntion of tho Rights of Man and all tho other 
crnndiloquont phrases of bourgooio philosophers. l.!nrx·~odo thio t.ho 
philooophio. n~is of his greatest thoorotioal work, CAPITAL, o.nd he thu• 
broko with nll bourgeois nnd petty-boureoo!os ooncaptiono of whc.t .!!_ theory, 

Tho fnot thnt thoro oro still those ~ong us who sopnrnto tho 
pnpor fran tho book, shows. thnt wo do ~ hnvo tl1ia profound grnop of · 
tho activo rolo of theory nnd prootioo. Agnin, to. otroso tho ob ootivit 
of this a.t'lo.lysie l'lhich is not o. poreon!ll o.tto.ok, lot us to.ko the co.aa o 
Trotsky in his rolO:tionship to Lenin in 19].7 nnd afterward: 

When Lenin broke with Kout•ky nnd ·tho wholo of oftioinl l.!nrxisl:l 
in 1914 booouoo .it had botruyod tho pxoolotarint ut. tho outbreak of World 0 

Wo.r I, ho felt tlio.t 1 to rooonstituto his own reo.son, ho r.n1st roturn to 
tho philosophic foundations of ~brxisl:l in Hogol, We hnvo first """ 
translntod his profound Philosophic Not.oboo1:o, but ho drow fro1:1 thott the 

· olo.rif'113a.tion ·,r hie idono, :i:mdo tho thoo1•ot1onl propo.ro.tiOna f_or tho' 
Russio.n Revolution of 1917 ilo thnt when his own Bolshevik Control Oi>rnnlottoe 
f'o.ilod to put tho quoation of o;;c,::-1-:ora powor on tho order of tho do.y, ho 
snid: 

11
Tho ra.nk o.nd f'ilo o:r tho pti:rty is ton tirlos ns rovolutiona.ry o.5 

you, tho.loudors, and.tho grOo.t oussos of workors autsi4o tho pnrty is n 
hund~od t~oo no<o revolutionary thnn tho pn;ty, If you do not put tho 
question of workers power ns tho nood of tho rnonont, I will go to tho 
suilors." 

No ono understood this stotonont bottor thnn tho loodor or tho 
than rovolution.ry lbd Amy, Loou Trotolr.y, Yot, wjlon Lenin dio,\, his 
ropotition or, nnd loynlty to Lenin'• t'nooos dl.d not t>nko it ony onder 
to rointorprot ~now tho opooifio rolnt1onships of workoro revolt to tho 
oo•onllod vnn~unrd pnrty, In-;f.iot, ho failed entirely, doopite tho 
bo"utiful gonornlizotion thnt11!.1nrxis~ is only t.ho thoorotio exprosaion 
of tho instinctive drive or tho prolotnrint to rooonstruot society on 
00J:U:Iunist beginnings". Any ;;onornlizntion, no nattor how good, booMos 
its own oppooi+.o, when it docs not ohongo nlong with tho oonstnntly 
ohunging oonoroto. Whon omnunisn booo.:-:1o tra.notomod into ite opposite, 
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tho Russian toto.litarianian that we know today, euah a gonorali~ation 
only ployod into tho hnnds of tho onony, And not only plnyod into, but 
wont o.long with thnt onony. Thus nf'tor 15 yoo.rs or struggle o.ga.inst tho 
Stalinist buroo.uornoy, when \'Torld Wa.rii did brenk out, Trotsky aalrod tho 
workers of tho world to doi'ond thut non:stroaity Russia. O.ii a. workora• ::to.to. 

Now I hope thut no one horo thinks that bocnuso wo have broken with 
Trotskyisn and refused to defend tha.t nonstroeity, Rus~io.n toto.lito.rinni&o, 
and wore la.tor nblo to c..no.lyzo tho novr etngo of world oo.pitaliso which 
nndo its nppoqrnnoo in tho rnthor unusunl foro of Stalinisn or, nero 
spooif'ioo.lly, stoto-or.pita.liaJ:t with its Stu to Plo.n, tha.t thereupon wo 
understood, in full, tho activo relationship bo~Noon theory and prnotioo 
that I hnvo boon trnoing and which is tho ESSE!ICE OF W..RXISM. 

Tho axporionco with CORRESPONDEIICE is proof of tho oxnct opposito, 
You soo, uny analysis of tho epocific st~go of oo.pitnlisn in which you 
livo is cortnihly tho basis for uny forwurd novocont, It is icpoasiblo 
to oova· n single stop forward if you lroop on repenting tho truths of the 
oaopotition stngo when you hnvo nlrccdy ronohod nonopoly, or tho truths 
ot nonopoly when you ho.vo nlrondy ronohod 8tnt0 onpitnli~. You onn't 
livo by tho truths of another oro, That ls tho activity of theory and 
prnctioo. You hn~o to oonotnntly ro~intorprot. 

But having tho corroot foundation is not. yot tho whalo struoturo. 
Tho building whioh is yot to go up is nothing loss f'llndonontnl tlmn your, 

. tho thoorotioia.n• o, rolo.tionohip to tho working oluss 1taelf o.s IT ovolW'DB 
now for.ns of rovol~ to thin now. stngo or Onpito.lis~ domination. ~or 
oxtu:tplo, wo disaovarod stnto onpitnlisn in 1941, and oorrootly plnood it 

·not na n Ruaainn phononanon, but in its world oontoict, But tho'truth :b 
thut on o. world soa.lo sta.to Oa.pitnlisn ovolvod, not. in 1941,. when wo 
disoovorod it, but aut of tho 1929 ornsh and tho cocplota oollnp•o of 
11 'sir.lplo11 nonopoly oa.pita.lisn.· In rosponso to tha.t phcnOl':\onon, tho .AI:lorioo.n 
nind .ros oplit. into two.: on tho ana sido tho Plc.nnora, and on tho othor 
sido tho workers evolving their ~ torn· ot orgnnizo.tion, not a.~ 1~, but 
t\s CIO. And on a. Europon.n scn.lo, it hod in Frunoo. too the tom of nS.t• 
downs a.nd tho notur-l·~nss oobilizationo which sta.yod tho h~nd ot tnaoisn, 
nnd in Bpnin it wns an outright royolution4 

, lt is tru~ that whon .wo did finally ontch up with tho footo ·or 
tho day -- and wo war<~ tho only tondonoy thot did -- nnd dar. 't undor
ootinnto that fact, wo oonnoctod tho now atnso at onpitnlis~ with tho s 
spooifio fo~' or workoro rovolt and hoilod tho 1943 minora' str1ko and 
Negro dctlonstrations tho.t to.ok plo.oo ri£ht in tho ;:"~idst of vto.r o.s woll 
o.e tho gonc.rul strike novonont, tho tsoldior_o novooonts to roturn hct:~o, 
ond tho ooloninl revolts thnt followod World \Vnr II, wo did that oonorotoly 
and thougnt n lot of curoalvos for doing so, 

Wo nooonplishod quito n bit ·fron 1941 to 1961, but tho truth is1 
1) that ana a w ko 51'· n olly frCJl Trotseyisn, wo did not kn"" 
what to do and ront iJI!<.Q_ hiborn~tion and 2) ~oro inportnnt thon ovon that 
is thnt •onothi iiOw hnd:lir s 950, I CJ.LL IT THE MCJI'EUENT FROM 
PRACTICE TO THEORY, IT I'IAS BORN OUT OF? OR RATHER JlEI,CHED A NEW INTENSITY 
WITH AUTO!l~TION VIIJEN .THE WORKERS ON THEIR OWN !lEGJ,II TO QUESTION NOT ALONE 
TDE FRUITS OF LABOR BUT THE MOOr OF LABOR, THAT IS, THE KIIID OF LABOR 
ITSELF, 
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tot no bo ovon no~o a~ooific boo~uso gonornlizntiona just wau't do. 
Whon sta.to oo.pito.liar.~ boo,mo not a.lono plnn :tr~ llbovo, l'roc thu outside, 
whothor it w~e th~ N~-D9~l or tho Fivo Yonr Plan or Sltlor'a Throe Yo~r 
Plan or tho ·a-•proaporit--h~ ~ r.w.do by tho bul'onue ot the otot9; 
When inetoo.d Q I t ho.f!l rOQ.Q Oint 01' tho inaido drive Of' tho 
nnollino itsolt,. o.utono.tion, tho ata.to co.pito.liet theory wo.a i'iiliiion'b noad 
ot oonorotizo.tion, bocnuso this was n now stage right at tho point ot 
production. Or~o tho workers on their mvn roached tho eto.go of question• 
ing tho kind or labor, no tho ninoro questioned tho continuous ninor in 
thoir 1949·50 atrik~. wo, at bost, tail-ondod tho worker, and, at worat, 
evaded tho oonoroto question ot tho ncrw ~olationship with this covocont 
fron prnotioo to thoory, with n lot of gonor~lizntiona(ond nobody is 
bottor n~ gonornlizntions thon Johnoon nnd Stono) obout this boing tho 
ago of o.bsolutoa. , 

It ia cost cortoinly truo: whon you ro~oh tho a togo or nutocntion 
and ntooio onorgy, ~hen civiliz~tion itself is nt stake, and when tho 
workors on thoir ~vn ~ro oboliahing tho diotinotions botwcon tboory nnd 
pro.otioo, you ho.vo roo.ohod tho ago or o.bsolutos •. Thoro :t.s no doubt about 
tho.t. 

. Tho point is: whot ia yhur tnskt, Tho prolotnrint io doing 1to 
work o.nd J:Ooro: who.t· o.ro you, t o thoorotici'ltls, doing to ctrot thoo avon· 
holf wny? All wo did -- rund tbot woo our highoat point of devolopmont oa 
Johnsonitos •- is to. ony thoro nro no longor n~ strictly philosophic 
quostions - tho workors will obnngo ovorything, .!low that 1s truo, liny-

. ono onn got up nnd sny it nnd they-will nlwnya bo right, but thoy won't 
answer· o. single thing. Tho workora ann oho.ngo aoo.iOty o.nd no ano oo.n do 
thnt for thot1, but wo hnvo n oortnin tnok, Vlbot is our rolntionship nnd 
whoro will wo bo? Not only that, but tho workers hnvo boon trying to 
ohnngo it ond thoy didn't fully B\locood; but thoy too nro aoving toward 
thia unity o~ theory nnd prnotioo, Thoy nood ue, It coy sound vory 

. (( rovolution~ry to oorolltl 11 0nly _tho prolotndnt onn" --·but in fnot it io loY 
~no 1:1\IOh all.OVOBion or tho, n!U'WOr Whioh YOII hnVO to givo yoursolJ.' as Q.'!l:t '!> 

philoaophor'o rotront to hb ivory t""""' llo!.thor rotront, nor 
11
dr.,.,ing 

youi'solf' in tho oo.ssosu, will to.ko tho plo.oo or tho. o.otuo.l working out 
of tMa. now unity of thoory nnd prootioo, 

IF wo hod hod n truly· totnl viow of this co~amont from pruotioo 
to thoory, our thoory in turn would hnvo dovolopod to tho poir.t whoro 
it could havo r.>ot thio novo~>ont · frOl:l praotico to thooey on !t!, lovol, 

Horo iu whnt I nann, Mnrxhta usod to think thot ~11 thoy noodod 
to know was thnt thoro ~a n olnao atrugglo and nll tboy hod to do woe 
woit for it to ronoh up to thoir thoorotionl lovol, Thnt oonoopt wno 

· or.w.shod to onithoroona in 19!'i':"'" But, whon tho first workoro atoto wnG 
itoolr tranotornod into ito opvoeito, tho old oonoopt woo roborn, no ia 
nnturnl whon n now objootivo roooon ror baing io born, This oonoopt ot 
tho nllogod bnokwnrdnosa of tho worldng-oln .. to nohiovo ito cwn ocnnoip• 
ntion boa~c tho r~oo of tho oountor-rovolut~on. 

Wo th<>U~ht wo woro troo of this boonueo wo hnd oonnoatod tho 
spooitio ot~go or onpitolisn with tho opooitio otngo ot workoro' revolt, 
This hold good until 1960, when now ~npulsoo woro oo»ing i'ron tho 
prolo'Co.rio.t. 

Johnson ond his philooophor, Stano, aortninl~ tnilod to hoor th~t 

2572 

• 

·; 
f 

i 



, 
-::: 
~ 

,. 

\... .. 

i...l-

!;!!! voico A!ld consequently could not reinterpret tho ~ philoaophic 
foundations of Marxist, epocifica1ly the form of tho Abuolute Idea as the form 
of t~a now socio+.y, You will find letters of ten years etandinc all of which 
se;ys: this ie the age of abooluteo: our taok io to reinterpret the loot chapter 
of Hag•l on the Absolut• Idea matorinlistically, ~ut that 1o all you will find, 
~he fact to, eo wo all know that not only they never dld ar~thing about it, but 
they rnn very muap the oupooite way, when I did interpret that vhich we have 
oeid wns our taek for o)out ten ;yeara. ~Y 1953, when tho mnot German workero 
end the uLove laborera in Ruosia itself revolted without waitin& for a war to 
apark it -- Stalin'• donth was n cood enough spark -- and anoworod affirmatively 
the question, £P~ mon b& f~ce1, 1n thie nge of totalitar1en1sm, the ebeolute 
contradiction within our own tendency we.a aeon to show 1 to elf. 

~o this dey, oome of uo fail to oee th1o book on liar xi om oa oomethin& 
aa nov l.n its field as lli'<IS 8-.IJI'.r.I'ERS 1o in ito. ~hey think it io a popularioa
tion of the old, with new American examples. 

~hie is just what the book is ~. 

Unless we see the book ao this oomethin& totally no~, unleee we liote~ 
·to l<erl<ism with the eiU's oi workaro who have juet heard the ll!!J!e of that 10811, 

lnrl Marx, !or the first time, we will mlaa the truly new contribution we nre 
mek:ing, miss our new-point of departure, And thus fail to fathom our·own role 
and rolationRhip to the worktsg class. 

HOW MAP.liSM :S.:IW! 

x' started the diocuooion on Marxism from the vent~· point .~ ouroolveo 
nnd our OWt· ~e becauoe that hel1'• illuminate tho paot, but t t 1B Umu nov t~ 
gain from tt.e. illumi!lation the past can throv on· the preeent •. ~o that ws tur~ 
to the beginn\nga of our mo4ern machine nge all4 of lls?xism theor11 in the three 
revolutions .:Hch i!aVe b1>·th to this age, · 

I mann n~t alone the Induotrial, American end French Revolutions.. ~o;y 
are. the obvioue ., •• , of couroe, end the actual forma in which the old faucL.:l 
order lftls undermi~c·d nnd cvert.hrjnm, and the nov cnpi teliat order 'lrorn,. ~ut 
tha modern totalita>·!= ·age - in America as "dell as in Ruosia,- baa •• 
degredod the Wo.rd reT~·\ut1on, either to:v1-1.A,Ce or c•nap1raey,. that we wet 
stO)> to .emphDolze that •• .. nlutiono are na:· .:. .question of· ohooti~~~;s - thou,;b 
thoy may be that too -- but \~ey are mechanical, oocio-politicnl and intelloc
tual revolutiona, Nothing we "''"~ standing still, nei~Mr ~he. feudal . 
relatione nor the philoeophio thought, Once men ~·something- grea6 bodieo 
of men I mean, in revolt ~inet intollerab1e condition• -· than everything 
else, includilll; thought, changes, · 

~he bourseoio r~volutione.wsre preceded by what Marz cnllo the 
•primitive acoumulation of cnpitel" .end which ho desoribed ~· followel 

"~ho diecavery of gold and o1lver in America, the extirpation, 
enolnvemznt and entombment in mines of the aboriginal population, the 
bcginn1nc of tho oonquest and looting of tho Zaot In4ieo, the turninc 
of Africa into a warre~ tor the cocmorcial hunting of black skins, 
sicnalJ,'od tho rosy dawn of capi tslist '!'rodw:tion, . ~~~~ idull1c 
procoodin&s 11re the chief momenta of primitive acoumulation, On their 
heels trende tho cocosrcinl war cf the Europoan nations, .with the globe 
for a thent!'e. • 

~1 tho Umo tho 1ndU!!tria1 revolution come• and drives tho poe.Mnto from 
tho land, take a the Cl'sftomen I e toolo a~ frotl him and drive a him to \fork !n a 
teotorv, England bocina to look ae 1f a tornado had owopt over it, .and tho 
only thing in eight are the grim faotorico which ouok in workers 
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nan coro •collection or hnnda", who hn~o to baw to this new•fanglod wny 
of produotion, Horo is how Hnrx aumarhed this now, capitalist !'.lOde ot 
producti.on s 

"The separation of lubor troo ito produot, of subjective 
lnbor•power fran tho ohjootivo conditions of lnbor, waD 
thorofare tho ronl round11tion in fo.ot and the ata.rting 
point Of oo.pitlllist production. II 

Tho J\Oorican Revolution sounded tho tocsin, sa.id M6rx, tor tho 
Eur~peon rovolutione, but tho French Revolution wo.s the groo.teat or tho 
thrca revolutiono thnt opened the oro. boco.!ltsO tho French masses ha.d not 
only overthrown t!'!o o.ristroonntic order, but had gono 1\J.rthet• in the 
prooose or tho o.otuo.l rovolutj.on nnd do"'olop!Jont to ovorcomo first, tha 
bourgeois loaders and potty-bourgeois loo.dero and the ~oat revolutionar,y 

~ ·.·, Robeapierro, Thoro is n sort .or double rhythn ot 
destroy$.ng tho old , ... ud creating ·tho new which boo.rs the U!Ulisto.ketible eta.:np 
of' tho t:-uly working•cla.so wo.y of' knO'iling •• wa rood books nnd VIe know•• 
workers know through eol£-notiv1ty - it ia thoir philosophy h~vor, not 
just aotiut~~· This in f'nct wna tho. grentost of' nll the nohieve~ants ot 
tho gront.Fror.oh Revolution, greater than the estnblis~ont of' tho first 
Europo11n republio, this discovery or its own wny or knowing, through 
its self-notivity. 

Tho doublo rhythn botwoon tho destruction of the old and the 
orontior.: o·r the now \"'tr.s hoo.rd lout\ nnd olenr, but ito ·rovolutiono.ey l~!o.ders 
woro not tho ones to heo.r it~ For it it o.s ha.rd to hear the voice of' a 
future ·society as to liaten to 0. f'oroign lnnguc.go" you do not know. vte or 
tho pr~~ont o.go oan ~dors~ bettor t~on nnyono thnt voioo of' the 
fledgling proletr..rio.t, ··. r.:Jro·'":":-r ·: !·.·~.,;:t ~----~~ L~sten to Vo.rlot" ,who 
also wo.s c. loader, but the ono r.losost to the tn0.88e8 and who ia not o.s well 

·known by o.ny ooo.ns o.a well a.8 Robe3~iet•ro, · Hero· is wha.t he· ao.1d - · 1:1.nd to 
Robespiorre, r.ot just to tho king, who everyone agreed ohould be out ond 
net even just to tho now order (so-called): "During four yoaro, constantly 
on the public sq\!O.ro o.r.tong gro11ps of tho _people, o .. lJO::tg tne sansooulottoa, 
ncong tho pooplos ivh01:1 I lovo, I have learned how naively ond just by tiny
inc what ,thoy th~.nk, tho pol'lr d~vils of tho grirrots 1·ansonod !:\oro surely, 

' tiO,.. boldly than tho fino ~ontlor.on, T.he grant talkoro, the bUtlbling men 
or learning; ~r they wish to gain soi•ntitio knowledge, lot thon go and 
novo o.bout like oo nf.tOng tho pooplo •11 

' 

. It took a Mo.rx _sor.to fifty yenra. later to hoar this voioo and to 
nold these French rovolutionnr,y dootrinos into o. nary ~hoary of libora.tion. 
But oven in ita OTm ti":l.0 1 this sol.f•c.ot,."t":tty na.do c. 'g:roa.t inpnot upon 
philosophic thought, especially upon tho Grontost bo~r~ooin rhilosopher, 
Ho&ol. You know, you livo in thnt o.go, y.,u C!lr1"\; holp lo .... rnjr.g something. 

Tharo is nothing ir ou1~ thoue;ht 1 no~ oven in tho ";ho1ibht: or a. ganiua, 
that ho.s not provicualy boon in ~ho nc:t!vit:r .:~f ~:ho oor.oon nn.,. And when 
Hogol defined his dialootionl ph:Uo•ophy r.s tho ph'.lonophy 01' "olf•dovolop
mont, it W'l:i in tnot, tho philosophy of· t~C' Fr'Jr,ch Rovol~tti'ln.. V.'hero 
olnanico.l politionl ooonrr.~y'hc.d 8l .. 11nol up i"';f.; d~.Kcovcry by ·i:ho recognition 
thnt lnbor vms not sOJ:'Iothing ou-~.1$.-lo vr nnn~ b.t-: ir.. tho a.oti"t"ity o!' non 
hi.,aolf', Hogol sUl':lr.\od up hia i)hl:·:Os-C'i)li~!"\V:lt!l thf..c t:tntoner.t: .. ·overyl;hing 
d•Jpor.da on whothor you viow sono~hir.g n8 tt1::bat:anoo, bhnt :i!J to oa.v o. dat:ld 
thing, or na aubjoot, th~t is to any n livinc rcroo. 
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Mnr.x took thoso two grant diaoovorios ot bourgeois th~~ght, the 
highoat penk thD bourgooisio had over ronohod, nnd n!'tor which :Lt 11 poriahed". 
In o. word, once tho class st~clo beonno ronlly sharp, tho thooratioiana 
of tho bourgooiaio tur.nod fran beinG scientists into whnt Mar.x oallQd 
oooOT.ling prizo•t'i&htoro for onpitnlist dor.;inntion, Tho firot thing Mn1'l< 
did. wo.:s to ta.ko tho cconc:::ic o.nd. philbaoph!c disoovorioe out of the Bphere 
of intollootunl thoori~ing and nnko then into weapons in tho olnsa struggle. 

Ho turned ngoinst Hegel for treating idens no if thought flontod 
saoawhoro between heaven and earth, instond of being pnrt of tho orgnnisca 
of living b3ings. Ho accused hir.l or do•hUI:lanizing ideo.a. Marx oedo oonorote 
whot Hegel lort hanging in nid•uir, Ho onid: thio oolf•dovolo~!~~ subjoot 
you aro talking about, is tho eelfmdevoloping ~orking-claa,~ what is the 
point or onllin~· hin tho nl>ooluto negativity? Ho is tho on' who will develop 
o.ll oontrn.diotiot~'l of oo.pitnlien. Ho is tho one who will oroato 11 new order, 
froo or whnt you ot.ll nbeoluto r.ogntivity, nnd whnt 1e juut another nnr.~o 
for_ tho oxploitP.tio:l or Ttorkors. 

Morx turned QGoinet oloosicnl politionl ooon~y nnd snid: to oay 
that ~nbor is tho source or nll·vnlua is good, but not good enough. Labor 
isn't n. source. Lnbor is activity ot human beings, called workers. And 
while these·workers oroo.te o.ll your wealth, he bococos poorer and poorer, 
the core he orentos. so. lot's atop talking about aouroa and talk about 
rola.tions. 

Finally, Mn1'l< turned c.gninst tho Utopian Sooinlisto with thoir 
sohonos nnd enid: tho ronl olnse strue;eloj tho.t io whot yo" oh~ul~ be 
following. knyon~ who Gooa workers in· notion as coro "cob~ will never aoo 
tho true coorso of' history.· Anyone todo.y who watches the Poliah workers 
rovolt, onn ooo through tho hypocritical eynpnthy of tho Polish lenders hero, 
by just tho .Wo.Y they oo.nnot get owny fron tho one word "mob", Mnrx, ·in hio 
t~'e enid: you thereby niss nll tho gront intolleotunl pctentinlo or tho 
~orkors,: who _aro tho only true inho~itors or the nchieVornsnta ot We-stern 
oi-;ilhution, )lobody olso is nohl~rlr.~ Hogol, In oy tour, I h~d n lot ot 
talks with intollootunlo, Thoy do not know how to re~d Hegel, You ho"le to 
knw. Mor:. first. Arid Mnn Rr.id you hnvo to.know tho prolot~r!.c.t, thot's 
why he was so sn~::1:. T!lua the young l!nrx broke not only with bourgoois 
sooioty, but with those intellootunls who thought they oould now begin 
nnkine 4ohones tor the workere: 

"Consider only tho song or tho wonvers: (~lorx Wt"oto of tho 
won.verst revolt ot 1644) the striking, trenohnnt, ruthlooo o.nd 
powerful wo.y in which tna PI'Oloto.rint hu"ls tho buttlo-ory or 
its nnt~&onisn ngninst tho sooiDty ~r privnte property. The 
Silesian rovolt begnn whore tho Fronoh and English insurrect• 
ions ended, with the oonsoiousr.os5 or tho prol~tnrint as n 
olo.oo. The wholO notion wns or this ohnrnoter. Not. only diU 
it destroy_ nnahinery, th~ rival or tho W'!i'lrkot•s, but nlao tho 
nerohanta• reocrds, their r,ropcrty·titl~s. In tho beginning 
at least, a.ll other r.lOVOt"lonts woro direobod o.xolue:lvoly o.go.inet 
the induetrio.liate, a(;a.inet tho b!\nkor, the invisible onomy. 
Alld finally, no English insurrootion was onrriod. out with tho 
SDT.UJ COUrQ{;O, dolibcrntfon and porefstoraOO.n 

··• Lo.Snllo so.id 1 tha.t' s o. nob - "t'IO ho.vo to 
toaoh thon how to not, they shouldn't net that wny. Rugo enid: why is lo!a1'l< 
~~inG attar ~ fow workars! And ho ~a.id with gfoo.t o.rrogo.noo: Gerno.ny 
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will do very well without a fo·N o.rtisnnfl thnt have esoa.ped to Fro.noe o.nd 
tho.t Mo.:rx is nmninc o.f"tor. But thnt• a who Mc.rx ran a.ftor - thoro werenAt 
r.::oro to the Congross that listened to his Comunist Mnnif"oeto· tho.n nro 
richt bore in this roan. I believo thoro woro loss. That ia haw Mo.rxisn 
bog !ln. Now, how did it dove lop. 

Bow Marxian ~volopo~ 

Both boco.use of tiDe linitntion and bocnuso wo•ro interested most 
in thnt pnrt of the pnst which illUr.linntos tho prooent, I will linit whnt 
I havo to so.y on Mo.rx to tho two contro.l points, which o.re both intogro.l 
to his greatest thoorotical work, c.o.p_i~j 

1) How ~J tr11oing the lnw of notion of onpitnlien, thnt is to ony, 
whore it o~~o tro~ and whore it is eoing; M~rx oould predict the proble~a 
of our do.y1 which aro unonploynont, the degradation or the workers to o. 
oog in tho nnoh!r.o which would novortheloss train htn for ravolt, and tho 
davolopr.ont of' oapitnlier.t to ita ultin.nto f•onn as sto.to•oo.p1to.l1ffm, which 
would solve nothing but only bring nll oontrndiotiono to tho oxtre~e •• 

· thnt in oooioty nR in the f'notor:y itaolf, we nre confronted with whot Mnrx 
oo.llad 11 on~ l!ingle ncater.n . 

2) liaw tho class atl"U(;glfJs of. Mo.n:'s awn 9.o.y sho.ped hi& work and is 
thus n living dc~onotrntion of wh~t I hnvo been onlling the native rolntion
ship ot thoorj to prnoti..:se or how the theory arose .2.2.t 2£ th8 aotuo.l 'clo.aa 
atruggles, nnd not neroly lny silon~ly aida by aids, 

Lot'• begin with tho sooond point, the notivo relationship of theory 
to pr~o~ioo. After tho def'oot of tho 1846 revolution• in Europe, Mnrx 
roturnod to his· study and worked out th~ ~o.in ooonomio doctrines during 
tho doondo of the 185Q1 o. But snmohow, thoy did not toke ahnpe, or they 
took shape as Critique or Politionl Eoono~, not as Co.pi~nl. ·The workers 
woro quieacont and the vo.r~_cus apooif'io foms or revolt they wero to evolve 
in their otrtl!;Gl• with Ollpitlllis~>, wore inposaible to see. Beginning with 
John Brown's revolt in this country, and tho movooont or the ela.voe, o. now 
ora. ho.d do.wnad ln tho world. Marx sa.w 1t nt orioo. Wllnt wo.s oven t:'IOre 
inportnnt. tho English .-orka••• bogon noting to atop their oapitnlisto from 
intervening on tho sido of' tho South. Ehe English bom·geoioie counted 
on havi11b their workers with then in thia, sinoo their li,rolihood depended 
on ootton !'ron tho South, wilioh wna stoppod toy tho Ot>toro!lk of tho Civil 
Wa.r in tho Unitod Sto.tos. Inatoa.d, tho British workot•s chose to sto.rve, 
rnther thnn do nnythi"<l to porpotunto slavery on tho other oide of tho oooo.n, 
So povrorful wna tho monster ~:~eotinf, thoy oullod to stop the hond of their 
rulor·a, thnt Englnnd did not dnra t..:~ intorvono, Instoa.d. tho meeting wa.a 
tho b~ais of' tho First Workingnnn'• Intornntionol. The Polish insurrection 
ngninet the Russinn nutoornoy, tho Fronoh wen-leers robellion c.g11inst 
Napoleon III, nnd tho Italian struggle for nntionnl indopondonco, nll joined 
together in London to foro thia orgo.niontion booed on the prinoiplo that 
workers hnvo nothing to lose but their ohnins, and thnt their interests 
in ovor:y country, woro tho snno. Tho hcnd of' thie Intornntion11l wns 
Ka.rl lia.rx. 

At tho anna tiMe, tho dnily struggloe of tho Eu~oponn prclotnriat 
·oonto.rcd nround tho shortening of tho working dny to ton hours, Tho Civil 
Vfor wa.a no aoonor ovor thnn tho ,ki:iorionn workoro surpa.enod avon thair 
Europonn brothron in tho broadth ond aoopo or their stru~Glo for tho 
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shortening or. the wor-ldug UtLY to eight hours. Mnrx wroto; 

"In the Un1tod Stu.tos or. lJorth JilOi'ioo., evoi*y inUopurtdent 
Dovonont of tho workers wus pnrnlytod so len~ na slnvory 
disfigurod n pnrt or tho lbpublio, Labor cannot or.mnoipato 
itoclf in the white skin whoro in tho blaok it ia branded. 
But ~ut or tho death of el~vory n naw lifo nt once aroso. 
Tho f1ret fruit of the Civil Vinr wa.s the e>i~ht hours' 
nsitntion, thnt ran with tho soven-longued boats or tho 
looonotivc fron tho Atlantic to the Pacific, fron Now Ehglar.d 
to Ca.lifornin. Tho General Congress or Labor a.t Baltimore 
(August 16th, 1866) doolarod: 'Tho first and groat necessity 
of tho present, to f'roo tho labor or this c~~try trcc 
capitalistic sl,vory, is the passing of ~ law by which oight 
hours oholl bo tho nornnl working-day in all Statos of tho 
hnorionn Union. Wo nrc roeolvod to put forth nll our strength 
until thi• glorious result is ~ttainod,' At the o~o tine, 
tho Congross of tho Ir.tornt~.tiona.l Werking Mon's .Aasooio.tion, 
at Gonov~, an the ·proposition of tho London Gonernl Council, 
resolved that 1thc linitation or tho working-dly is a 
prolininary condition without which all furthor nttenpto at 
ir.tprcvor.lont and ODnnoipation nust provo ~borti ve., • tho 
Ccngross proposod oicht hours .,a tho logal linit cf tho 
working-d~y.r " 

Noto how proud Mnrx is thnt at the sano time ao he workod cut this 
thoais, tho A.':'lorionn Vlorkors in Bnltir.lore on their own, Cnr.le to· tho aome 
conclusiOn ho ho.d spont -20 yoa.rs to work out. 

Tho Civil War in tho United Stntos not only la.!~ ~he tound~tion tor 
this great novonont ror the eight hour working day, but ns Marx put it, 
"It eounded tho toc!in for tho European Revolutior1 of' the prolottkriut." 
By 1871, tho Poria Connuno, or the· first workere stnto in hi&tory burst 
forth. · 

The sponto.nooua nuss ou~burst thnt tack tho rom of tho 'ccr.u:~.uno 
of Pa.i-io la.atod only ·.two T.lonths bofcre the ?nrisio.n workers wero lilo.saa.ored 
by tho bloodiost torror in history, But in thoso two short contho, tho 
workers acoornpli~hed more nir~clos than oa.pitnlisT.I had in as no.~ centuries. 
Tho, grontost l:tirr,ole .Wf\S its own working e:dstoneo. It nbolishod tho 
standing a.rny nnd a.med tho P.ooplo instaad. It Bf.'lnshed to s~ithereens 
stnte bureuuoratis~, plnoad public oftici~ls on n ·worknnn's aa.lnry nnd 
t>ade thee subjoot to rooo.ll, It abolished the di'vioion between tho 
legiolo.tivo nnd tho exooutivo ,,nd transfornod tho pnrlianont fron o. talking 
to n workins body. It orontod novr conditions for lo.bor, On all fronts, the 
oroativo initiativo or· tho nnoscs hnd ensured tho rnaxinun o.otivity of the 
nnos nnd tho nininun for ito own olootod roproeontativos, It thus otrippod 
the fotishisrne orr o.ll forrno of rulo: ooonomio, politioo.l, intollootual. 

Bctwoen tho Civil Vllr in tho Unitod States nnd tho Po.ria Comuno, 
tho two editions or Capito.l wore oOI:lploton and· published, Thoso two ovonts 
didn't noroly give n :rom to this grant thooroticr,l vtork; tha two, the 
ovont5 o.nd tho book, woro insopo.rnble from cn.oh·· .:~thor. Tho vary etruoture 
of tho book, in which the otruge;lc for tho working dny oooupiod eone 
76 po.coa, is ~ dononstration or tho bronk from tho boure~oia ooncopt of 
thoory, tho inscparaoility bot:t•c•on theory nnd tho hirtor;r or tho olaoo 
struggle, ' 
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New·, wo onn roturn to tho first points I r.mde on thn s1gn1fica.noo 
of Marx's Capital. So nlivo are the logical laws of dovelopnont of tho 
onpitnl•lnbor rolntionship, thnt pnssagos upon pnssngoa in Cnpitnl sound 
ns if thoy worll written yostorda.y. Liatou: 

11 An orgo.nizod syston or nnohi!los, to which notion is oommuniou.ted 
by the transnitt~n~ nooh~nisn fran n oontrQl automaton, is the 
nest dovolopcd form of production by nnohinery ••• fho lightening 
of tho lnbor, oven, bocaoos n sort of torture uinoo tho ma.ohino 
doos not froo tho lnboror rron work, but deprives tho work of nll 
interest ••• -"By !Tlonns of its conversion into o.n o.utomnton tho inatrtu:'lont of' 
labor confronts tho la.borer during t11olo.bor process, in the sha.po 
or o~pitul, or doo.d lc.bor, th"lt dcninntoa and. pur.1po dry living 
labor power. Tho sopar~tion of the intollootunl powers or 
pro~uotion fro~ tho nanual~~nbor and tho conversion ot thoso powers 
into tho lJight of ca.pito.l over lo.bor, is ••• fino.lly ocaploted by 
nodorn industry oroctad on the foundation ofJll83hinory." 

. (Capito.l, Vol,l,p 377 ,423) 
. .----

This is not a description ot o.n nutona.tion naohino, nlthcug~ it 
fits bottol' thnn any nodorn dosorip,tion. .\lthough written o.lmost 100 
yonrs ago, so profound io tho onnlyois of the onpito.l•labor rolntionship 
nnd tho lnws of vo.lue !lnd surplus vo.luo which they Ir.nnifo~t., thnt the 
Russiun working-class took n look ut this and snid: I onn1t see an:y 
difforenoo botwoon whnt ho dosoribos and oo.lls oapi~o.lis~ ~U what·I huve 
to go thrcu~h in my factory, ond thoy oall it socio.lism. The Russian 
buroo.uoro.oy thereupon in 1943, docid~d to brenk with tho structure of' 
Ct.PITAL o.nd thus revise in thoory whnt thoy h~d long· since revised in 
praotico tho nonont they bognn to substitute for th& production oonforenoea 
of workers tho conforonco or tho Plnnnors. 

THIS is tho book that oxposos their production ralntions so thor
oughly thnt it· hurts thorn to this do.y, Hero is tho historical and logical 
movonont in tho labor pro\Joss -itself' as annlysod in Ca.pito.l: · 

COOPERATION; !.!ANUFt.CTURE; !.!ACHINOFACTURE. 

. Tho first thing workors rocogni~o when they h~vo Qoen brought into 
the factory is that thoro nro !.!ANY of then WORKING TOGETHER, They thus 
soo a. ~H Pm~~R in the~solvos. It is true th~t, ns ooopero.tors, thoy find 
the:r no longer belong to thensolvoa, but to oa.pito.l. But-·llDd what :ta 
Marxist theory ia, the ro.ot tho i'eoli,ogs of tho workers--the very nechnniom. 
of the cnpitnlist. process of production thot dogro.doe thori to a cog in a 
na.ohino_ a.l:so disoipl:J.:-,es, unites ,tnd propo.res thorn f"or J'"'volt. 

Now, t'rom whut. Mnrx calls no.ohinoro.oture, which ho.s in our do.y i!.Dd 
aGO ronoh~·d nn entirely now quo.lity whl.oh nay logionlly bo cnllod AUTOMATION, 
the 2nd INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION, Fro:o this stnGe of nnohino production, Marx 
notoo two oppor:dto o.bsolutos a.nd two nbsoluto oppositoo): 

l) Tho Gonornl Absolute Law of oo.pito.lisc -- Uno~ployment, on the 
one hund, und 2) tho nbooluto ·or tho now sooioty within thn prooont -· 
Now Passions o.nd Forcos within tho prolotnrint. 
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The thcorcticnl a.x!o of C!'.pitnl is tho question o1' Plan, ... tho 
despotic plnll or O!lpit~l versus tho plo.n of 1'ronly o.ssooiatod t.lon. The 
reason J..hrx could predict plnn a. hu:·drocl yonrs ng:o, is booo.use he saw tha.t 
it doos not oono down from the ndninistrativo offices, it goes up from the 
tho despotic relations in tho factory itself to tho top offioos, and then 
cmos back !l.S over grantor spood-up, n.nd ns over nero tyrnnnionl bo.rr!loka 
disoiplino. 

It took until tho doprosdon or this century batoro tho onpitnlist 
thoorotioinn a~ittod wh~b could no longer be denied, that the syeto~ wns 
handed for collapse, h.t tho onno ti:~o th:.t tho r:m.ohine thrO'.vs workers out 
of work, tho biG capito.lista oa.t up tho little cc.pitnlists. Thb Mr.rx calls 
tho lo.w of c oncontrntion nnd contrnliza.tion of capital, It is nor.J ff'lT.lilia
rly knmvn in our day us MONOPOLY nnd it is this growth or ~onopoly which 
roaches to th'3 tlltin~te of concentrr.ticn in the hr ... ::d;; of on6 .s1ngltr uupittJ.l• 
ist 01~ ono single ca.pitalist corporn.tion, rnoro popula.rly known today 0.8 
STJ,.TE CAPITALISH, 

Tho otfioiul }.in.rxist theoretic inns nrtor Ma.rx, who n onw''· Mo.rxt s 
thoory, but an~ it ns mora theory, woro not r.~.uoh better thon tho ca.pito.list 
theorotioinns, as wns ... proven in World War I, when the wholo second Intezo
·nntio~l oollcpsod like a house or cards, You soe, it is not onough, it 
!s in fact. nothing nt c.ll, to baliovo in a. theory if you do not hnvo this 
native relationship of thoory to praotioo·. Thnt Intorn~tionnl predicted 
the oo.pita.list oollnpso. Wha.t it :lidn1t sao wns its awn ·aollapso. · 

The Grant Divide in Mnrxisn 

I hnvo no ti~e to ~o into tho betrayal or the proletnrint by tho 
Seoor.d lntornntiono.l, no.t" avon whnt I o~ll the Groat Divido in Mazoxism. 
All I can say :is tho.t Lonin saw, whon World Wo.r I broke au't, that Without 
tho philosop~ic foundntions 'or Marxist:J, thl\t 'is to any, .tho· ovor-deQpor 

.a.nd lower la.;Yera of thO prolotnrir.t us the notivo foroo of tho new sooioty, 
!!!!!!, dovoJ.opmont, th...,:!.r ~ol!'-dovclcpr.lcnt, ns thu· only force i'or freedom, 
you only ond up ~s tho agent of oapital, within tho proloto.rinn novornont 
itaelf, Th"t is why ho turned to ph:!lOoophy to rooonatitute his own 1·oa.son. 
1hnt, is why ho gro.bbod on to the dinleotiool principle or tronsromation 
into opposite. And th .... t i'& why ho was not disMayed by tho transfomntion 
into opposite or tho 2!!d Internntional, Ho hnd no iloubts whotover thot just 
ns tho upper .. tra.tw.1 or l~bor, its c.ristoornts, hc.d crown out of this 
J:\onstcr of ir.lporinlisn nnd r.1onopoly, so out o.r tho doc post lnyors of the 
prolotnrint t\nd. tho gront nnsoos fighting for no.tiono.l indopondenoo would 
oono tho fully now sooioty. And he began with tho national struggles. Bo 
said: look o.t thnt lovely Irish lbbollion or 1916, You oro nrraid thnt , 
they aro all shooting o~oh other. Just look at then • tho now aooioty 
will oorno frott thor.~, too. 

Vlhnt ho hnd to do ns o thooreticion v1o.s to lay tho thoorotio found
ntions whioh ho did in !!IPERULISt! & in STJ,.TE & REVOL01IOll, \Vhioh ware his 
propo.ra.tion for tho notUl\l revolution us woll no his prap:l.rodnes3 to br'O(;j( 
with his co-lenders who, onoo the ravvlvti .... H-;,u- nuccasd'ul, sunk into 
whnt ho was to on.ll in tho lnat yor.rs o!' his ~.:f. fo 11C Ol':'lTi!Unl,,os", a now 
buronuoro.oy l'!hioh lc.l; thCt stntu r.tnohino ,~,·i V:J !. t c.n tho i":;:a.o:t 'tlnokwa.zods to 
O'lpitnliao in its new rom or atn.to aupitnl~.om. .AJ l. Lon5n oould do is 
wnrn his 'collengues or wh!lt is in store !'c.· ?. tt~!J:I.t~.. Evon ho could not 
hold bnok tho objooti vo novooont or hie".:c•r:r c!loo tho w.,rkJro to n mnn 
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didnit run production :"l.nd didn't control tho atnto or ehaok the work ot 
tho party. Thoeo wore tho only ~u~rnntooa thl;\t Russin wruldn't return to 
onpit~liem, 

\Vh~t the Ruesi:m worlo:or8 wrot.; into history 1917-1923 cnnnot bo 
unwritten, neither by st ... 1b i:n hit: dr.y, nor by Kh:ruschov todo.y. But tho 
workors of todoy nust fincl u NEl-~· BECIN.NING oven ne tho Russio.n workers in 
1917 found n now bor;ir.!\ing, nnd not n nora ro-eno.otT."!ont of the Po.ria 
C or.L:luno of' 18 71. 

Prr.-.cticnl Porepoctivas 

This now bcgir.J:il:G is who.t wo nrc ta.kin& up hero. Every day 
1 

every hour of tho d11y, wo fo.cc two world IS. I do not 1:1onn Russin !l!ld hr.1orioo.. 
Those t-.. to cnpitnliet giur.ts out for world domin~tion, oo.ch dny look ooro 
like ()r..o WlOthor, If they arc not ido4tica.l twins, they a.ro novortholosa 
two or o. ki!id. No, tho t-.·ro wor.lda I nof.'.n o.ro rit;ht within our own country. 
Ea.ch country lms two such worlds ir. it. · 

They a.ro tho world a, on tho ono ho.nd, of' speod·up, unor.;ploymont 
1 

guided nisailos, H-bDr.lbs, cnpitnliAt tyr,..nny. Inn word, tho world of big 
a.nd little buronucrnto-- sovornnor.t ·buro~ucrnts, mnnacoment burca.ucra.ts, 
WliOr. burea.ucrnts • Tho world of O:tploitntion 'lnd dotp•udntion CUld criaoe 
end ·wo.rs. 

Tho second \7oTld is the world striving f'or· c. now t'roodorn., n.·· t~t.,_l 
froodor.t 1 \Vorthy ot httr.1ru1 beings. It 1 s_ tho. world of wildoo.ts, ouloninl 
revolts, r.r.d tho solt'•r.ctivity of tho Negroes in Montgomery, who eo.sily_ 
onoueh ro~nd thoy could organi&e without.ony big braas to drnw up bluo-
pri,.,.ts for thO::~ •. Not alone to take onrO of thoir tro.neporta.tion noede, ·• 
but to riso to tho t'Ull dignity as human beint;s who will not bo ehovod 
c. round. Tho Ot.her dny, I he~:rd th•.\t when tho Nk!:..CP wns eutln.wod f'roc tho 
atn.to of' Ala.b~o., tho ingenuity of' tho Nogrooa to rennin ort;n.nizod, quiokly 
onCJugh evolved n. now fom of crgcmizntion. I -undorat,..nd they now oa.ll, 
thonsolvoe Tho .hlc.bnnc\ Christ inn Movonont for H\lr.la.ri Rights~-. 

To r.nsw:or tho question .-- whore to begin •• for a. group liko ours 
mua.m1, £irs·b oi"c.ll, to nnswo1· tho question, )'lha.t is Mo.rxisJ:h I do·nct :conn 
whnt did lhrx wri to in 184~ Ol' 1883, I J:!O<m whnt I3 l.!nrxisr.~ todny, 1956, · 

A Detroit radio poll ahowad thnt, next to Russia., who.t tho workeru 
fiJa.rod neat wn.s o.utono.tiotl. It is no·t 1brxists· who h~"'Jo OOJ:Jpoilod society 
a.t lnst to fnoo with sober DOl":.SOA tho cOnditions of la.bor and tho rola.ti·ons 
of mon with oo.oh -Cithor. Today, as in ovoryda.y lifo· on tho pro.otioa.l 
quostio:\S of tho Ua.y, so in ovary luyor of sooioty tho groa.t philoocphio 
bo.ttloa th~t r.mttor nrc prooiaoly those ovor !)reduction, tho rolo of tho 
worldnc; ola.sa, tho ono-po.rty at~to, ll-bonb rule. Or, to put it nora oirnply, 
how, on tho pnrt of tho co.pito.lists, to got workers to produce :r.toro, nnd 

·will oivilizntion ns wo lmow it survive a.t nll? The seal of bo.nkruptoy 
of OOlttonporr..ry civilizntion, including the so•ca.llod Vnne;uo.rd Po.rtioo, is 
tho bonkruptoy or its thou~ht. . 

It io not only wo nlono vtho think \70 nro filling tho void in 
Mo.rxiBt.1 ci..'"l.eo J..onin'a dca.th. Tho grant Mn.rxiat Hegelian soholnr, upon 
rending tho outline of' r.ry book, vtroto no: "Your idoC\s a.ro like un oa.sie 
in tho dosort or ~.!nrxist thoucht. 11 

or oourso, ainoo ho livoa in o.n ivory tower nnd does not know tho 
/J:~orioan T.laasos, ho thinks I 11 ovorost1nnto11 thoir tnlonts o.nd o.b~.litioa, 
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thoir power and pctontiolit~o•• ~2 n"y think tho Anorio"n 1:1o1oos oro 
bo.olcw"rd, Who.t ho doesn't know, or who.t ho refueoa to reoognizo doepite 
PY tolling hi~ so, is how nuch minors, steolworkorsi ~ut~orkers, house• 
wi vas, yowtg workers did to shnpo thits book a.nd how ouch tho sohnlnrs did 
not. I hope that when this r. Jok takes tinnl sha.pe, overy aoriouo workor 
will bo nblo to road it, ::md ovory intolloctuo.l who W!l.nto to understand it· 
rlill bo willing to work h"rd to undorot"nd o book, writton not for 
intollootuo.ls 

1 
but for workers. Anyone who thinks tho workers will not 

undcrsto.nd, rails to recognize tho quinto~sonoo or Marxism, thnt it is not 
in booko, but in tho dully lives o.nd o.spirntions or the oornmon rnnn. To 
reed tho book will be liko mooting " onn in tho dark who you think io " 
str11.ngor, but with tho f'irst words apokon, you find a triond, Something 
liko tho first worker who w"s drivon into tho faotory "g"inot his will ..nd 
round thousands or othors thoro in tho sa.ne position and thue tour~ thoy 
had n nelv power, 'th~t of oooporntivo lnbor n.nd revolt. And dcn•t _make any 
mistake about it. Thousands or workers will road this book. 

Not only tho working-cl~ss, not only the ~oloninl world, not only 
tho Ncsroo! or other nino6"ity poople nro striving _tar o. now wo.y or ·l~to. 
So tot,.ll is tho Crisis thnt intelloctun.ls, I noa.n oven bourgooi~ intolleot
unls,· ~ro turning in horror nwny rroc their ~~world.. If thoy could see 
o. new socinl order arising out or tho prolotnrio.t, if thoy could grnop it~ 
thouc;ht, they vtould a.l1gri with this novcJ':'lont, It haa o.lwa.ya been so in
gro_o.t oritioa.l periods in hist.ory. It is 80 now, 118 th'3 tour showed in 
l'"rt, The potty-bourgeois youth is signif'ioontly inportont beo"use they 
o.ro fnr f'ron "ooopting tho brut"lity of' thoir oldcrs. 

·But to ronoh o.ll of' thOse strot"·· boginning with tho first ond 
noot inportont, tho workine; pooplo "nd oxtending to "11. who wioh to bro"k 
with this prosont society, wo have to ha.vc the conviction, not 1neraly of 
id•""• but or pr"ctioo; Not tm hido behind tho gonor"litiss of' " new sooi"l 
"ardor, but to go into. tho pro.otioo.litio8 or 0. po.por, 0. oomrnitteo, .. o. book, 
o. visit to o. ohopnntof o. oonvors"tion with n next-door neighbor, o. distrib
ution before a·r~otory &nto, n driv~ --I oo~ the inner drive from your 
own oonv:lctiono -· to want to 1\0 tho inpoosiblo, which ·is only ooot:1ingly 
ir.tpossi.blo 1 to susta.in those now beginnings • 

. The !:C!l~~t~ Stngo or Cnpito.list Production & Speoif~o Fern 
of Workers Revolt einao 1900. 

The void in tho !4o.rxist novoment loft by tho do11th of Lonin 
illustrotos how deeply dopondont truo Marxian is on the "otivity of tho 
prolotnri"t• Just to oorry on ie "n impossibility, Trotskyism triod tht>t, 
but to.iled miserably .. yo:u eit-hor novo forwnrd or bo.okwnrd - you can't atond 
still• M"rxiso isn't on hoirloOr.l to be h..ndod down n.s " koepo"ko f'ol"' youl"' 
grnndohildren. It is oither a t:lothcd to help us roo.lizo rroE'Idom in our 
dny, or it is nothing nt "11, 

OUr point ~r dopnrture nust bo the' concreto ata.go of onpito.liat 
production itsolt. ·~ho crisis is in production. It you tsoo it thore, you 
can undcrsto.nd it evocy~hero elsa. If you do not sao i·t there, you oo.n 
understand it nawhoro. 

Tho totality or tho orisiG in production tod"y i• twofold! 
1) First is the role or o"pitolisn, Just "" tho Stato Pl"n o~o out of 
tho oollo.pso of private capitalism, in t~co or tho crash in 1920, oo 
a.utoontion o~o as tho onpito.lietio answer to tho struggle ov~~ productivity 
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in the poat•wo.r yoo.rs, Hnwovor, tho or1ai• in production is now so tato.l 
and of such o. world scopo, thnt thoro is nothing rroo ntam1o energy to 
nutomotion thnt i• not oinult•roously tho property or ovory induotriol 
country, nr.d with Ano~ioo nnd l:ussio both hnving thn H~b01:1b, tho world hoB 
rea.ohod o.n ir.l.pa.~to tho.t is nonrly bronthloss. There is very littlo tir.le 
dirforontiol nowndoys botwonn their tho ory nnd prnotioa too, but while they 
can only live by hiding and thoro is no chonoo to hide, THE WORKING CLASS 
WANTS TO BE HEARD ;,ND URGES TO\'/;,RD A UNITY \'liTH THEORY, THE AGE OF AUTO• 
IJATION STRIVES TO BE RECORDED IN ITS PROLETJ.RIAN IMPULSE, 

2) Second end nest inportant is tho role of lobor in thio, tho oge of 
nutonntion, whoro tho worker not onll roruses to be n oore oog in the 
oo.ohino, nor tnko ·unonplO)T.IOnt o.a n no.tura.l'~ phonooonon, but on the contr• 
cry, roisos tho very basic quootion of tho rolotionohip of lobar to life 
itoolf, J.o J.ngolo '!llrrono put it in NEI'IS & LETTERS: 

''WORK 17ILL HAVE TO BE COMPLETELY NE:il" 
llon likoo to work, to build o<nothing, but todoy work is so 
sopor~to fran everything also in your lifo, Eooh doy io 
.divided: you work, then ypu hnvo sono tir.to in which to reat, 
forgot obout· work, oscopa fran it, l1hot will bo with outo
noW.on? Thoro io leso work for oon (oo I think of work todoy), 
but thoro will bo nero tine.- I o.n soured of ooro title tho wo.y 
things aro now booo.uso ooro tioo tor tho worker eight bo seven 
doyo o wook with no poy chock ot the and of tho wook. 

I uood to bo told thot tho fight fot· noro leisure tina woa 
so tha.t ·the. individunl oo,uld ho.ve ooro tino for art, music~ ·~ 
litoroturo, for study in ganerol. Th~t doesn't sotioi'y no ony 
::l.OI'e. Under n now society \'/Ork will ho.vo to ba ·acnoth':l.ng -
oa:~platoly no;v, not ju•t,work to got nonoy to buy· food and things, 
It will hove to bo oroplotaly tied up with his lifo.• 

. E<or oinco tho 1929 orooh whioh'split tho Anorioan nind oo wel~ oa 
tho world nind into two oppooito poles, on tho one hand bhe Plonnoro, ond 
·on tho other ho:>d tho solf~ootivity of tho workers, finding ':.heir awn 
tore& or orgnniz.atio.n ·r.a tho CIO, tho novoaont fra:t pro.otioe to th8cry, ho.s 
dovol,•pt.a to 71hore it hos n<nr roilohod such intensity thnt it will not 
brook ..:ny oopo.ro.tion on tho pa.rt of tho thoorotioio.na·.. This i3 different 
th~n it wo.s in 1941, whon tho sta.to cnpit!llist ;tondonoy i'irat o.rosu. 

It wno f.ino to write thosoo nnd to point out how tho old pnrtiee 
wore dogonoro.tins bocO.uso they hlld neither correct theory nor wot•e they· 
bnsod on their ovm rnnk: o.nd i'ilo, 

But when it oono to tho sinplo question: whnt. do wo do now thot · 
wo'ro indopondont; whore do!!!!. begin now thnt nothing stonds"'Tn the wny of 
our ~ooting tho prolotarint on our grounds, haw mnny different o.nwwera were 
thOro, written a.nd unvrrit+..on, epokon o.nd unspoken, thout;ht out or juat. 
blurt<id out! \Voll, wo hod 50 or 70 pooplo thon nnd thoro wore 60 or 70 
different answers. 

THE FAILURE OF IS TBE F;,n.URE TO MERGE VIITH THE lo"EW 
IMPULSES COMING FFOM ''IE WERE RIGHT THERE ON TliE SPOT 
•rHEN IT HAPPENED ;,ND OO!JLD SEE Ill THE, r.tOST COllCRE'l'E W/,Y l'·'HERE T! ALL 
HAPPENED 1'1HEN THE r.tOST /,UTOl.II\TISED MINF.. tHE CGNSOL .• W/,S P!'.EOISELY THE FIRST 
?/HERE rrORKERS BEGAN the cront l9~9-6C 6'-..liko, 
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Tho theoreticians who thoucht they h~d prepared thonsclvos 
sui'i'iciontly by tho theory cr stoto onpit~lisn ~d workers revolt to 
reoei vo now inpulsos HAD NOT Tl!E SLIGHTEST CONCEPTION TH/,T TIIESE IMPULSES 
J.T THIS ST;,GE IN THIS !.GE OF ABSOLUTES WF.RE NOT MERE INSTINCT, BUT THOUG!!T 
ITSELF JJiD l!OT JUST Ri-.NDOM THOUGHT, BUT TIJEORY, 

Indivisib:Hity or tho Book o.nd tho Fa.por 

Tho indivisibility of tho book nnd tho popor no tho lifo or tho 
ort_;o.nizntion, its foundntion nnd ito oxprossion is tho a.nawor to tho quest
ion, whore to bo&in. But thin needs to bo eonerotizod. To.ko tho book. 
How dooa it hnpron thnt wo alone a.ro doinG it. Whnt cloos tho mthod in 
which wo oro doing it signify? Thnt is to ony, why did I fool inndoqunto 
to tho tnsk of doing it dono? Why did it hnvo to boco.~o n collootivo 
'Jonturo, not only of' our little group hero, but or ovary worker ond intoll
~.,tu'll wo could pos~ibly roc.ch1 All or thoso questions onn bo answered 
•l,.ply by shmvin& tho signific~nco of hO'Ir nuch groo.tor wno tho holp oi' the 
\1'0l~kors tha.n of tho ir.tolloctua.ls, oven our ovm intollootua.la, in thll 
1.\·.~0l':'lpliahncnt or this to.ak. I ropoo.t, tho workox•s who hnd novor roo.d o. 
·Nord ot !.bnisn, who ho.d novor avon hoo.rd tho na.t"\e gave nora or thc:c::tolvos 
to this book thnn did cur own ir.tallootunls, It io n hnrd thing ·bo grasp 
ospooinlly sinoo we '-'ro o.ll so well ... oeo.ning nrid so glibly ropar.t tha.t 
Marxion is not in books but in tho doily livos or pooplo, \Vhat do WO do 
o.f'tor we ao.y tha.tt How :'l . .''l.ny or us ao.y tho po.por oc.n't bo 

11
just" a. rorUC 

for tho workers and thereby onoo agnin ihtroduoo tho division botwoon 
Ma.rxisri and tho worker, 

On tho otho'r ho.nd, toll'aw ono worker's roa.oticmas l'Jhen Poto ~o.ys: 
"You know, I lo.id thoro this oorning a. bout qua.rtor to 

silt. I lookod out tho windmv, I onid to nyseli', "You 
just got to e;ot up thoro ~nd so, whothor you i'ool liko 
it or not." I just said it to nysoli', I didn't oven 
spoo.k 1t to cy wito. I just enid to rnysolt,."Naw you 
oo.ll th11·t '.l froo na.nt11 

. 

Ho isn't sayir.g I hato to ;;ot up and go to work, •lthough thnt is a good· 
onough thing to soy •• ho l.s tnkinti; tho wo~·l FREEDOM i'roo out oi' tho o lauds 
end na.king it tho ott>i'i' oi' ovory doy lii'o, 

Ylhon Angolo .Xormno or.yo work will havo to bo sanothing entirely 
d:S.rroront, ~ho is doing r.oro thnn exuding :1 good working-olc.ss ir~stinet·, 
Sho is ct~ting tho philoso~~y nnd tho oonoroto slogan, ii' you plonso, whioh 
nust bo tho nxis oi' n popor liko NEWS & LETTERS, 

_ . .--" i/hon J.lox enys: 17ill Y hnvo to be o subsoribor i'or tho pnpor to be 
o.blo to buy tho book, ho is oxproasing n fo.r greater naod and tc.r granter 
pprooiation oi' a bnsic book thot oontnin• all oi' tho workir~·olnss strugg• 

1 s ror i'roodcn thon tho intollootuol to whon this is an interesting book, 
b t thoro· nro no.ny others o.nd ho wnnts tir.le to rand thee o.ll., 

When Chnrlos Donhy .rritos about tho ohr..n&os in the shop >rhioh trnao 
tho evolution of tho labor buroauoraoy, ar.d nt the sano tine, aayo tbnt the 
hook will bo tho vronpon in tho olnss strug&lo, he is doing not~ing less thnn 
vrhnt Mnrx hinsolf did whon ho took politianl oaonomy out or its intolloatual 
sphoro and 11nclo it both thoory ,nd wonpon in. tho alnss struggle, 
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Conpo.ro thia to tho intnlloctu!ll who deroei &oe tho book ns nooeeftnl"y, 
but fnilo to grnop tho SPECIFIC COHTRIBUTION th~t wo AND WE ALONE oro moki:>g 
in chis ro~tntc~cnt or Mr.,r:t!s·b !'tuld~Jcnto.lt:~ & Tho t!"\l'th ie • ho hn11 hnlpod 
LEI,S in tho v;riting of this boclc thnn tho workor whc is shy enough to think 
tl .... t O!lly becnuso ho ha.s novor honrd of' Marx is. tho book new. 

The truth is, tho book 13 lJE\'1 (l,nd oo nrc his feoline;s ond nRpirnt• 
ions booauso they nro the foolinca nnd thoughts ond aspirntions of tho year 
1956. Exeopt in tho nest genoro.l sonso, lhrx cculd nob hnvo known thon 
when ho wroto. 

V/o livo in tho ugo of oboolutos. Ho did not. 

Tho workir-t;-c lnss or today is fa.r coro o.dva.ncod tho.n \;he Po.riBif;l.D 
:::naecs of 1871 although tho lntt.or ooto.blishod in tho Paris CoJ1l':'IW1C, tho 
i'irst workers • sto.to in history o.nd wo hnvo yot to osta.blish tho workors' 
stnto or our day. 

I don't dcubt ot oll th~t tho intollootuols will ootoh th..,oolvoo 
nnd bo o.blo to r.m.ko their contributions now o.nd o.f"t:or tho book is publiehod 
whon they spro~.d it fo.r :.1nd vrido, o.nd nro not diffident o.bo~ the rolo 
wo ho.vo. Tho W':I.Y to bro:1k down tho division botwoon worker o.rrl. intellootuo.l 
is to bogin with tho roali?.ntion thnt in tho book the intollootuolo, oven 
o.a tho n-orkors, hnvo ocnothir.t=: ne~·: tc l~~J"n-. The !.ntellcotuc.l Ot\l\ then 
spread tho book· far and wido in tho full roolizotion of the oontributicn 
wo o.ro oo.kir.g to fill tho void in Uo.rxieo. 

Yfo o.ro no olito. and, we nrc not out to lend the r.m:ss'es. But we 
~v~ n sor!aus rolo to porforn ~nd no.ono olse is doing it. Our ppint ot 
dopartllr<> is now. No ono oinoo llc.rx hinoolf.hoe done ,.nything like it. 
1Yo could not hnvo boon without llarx, but llarxioo (I ropeot) is not whot 
Mnrx ~~oto in 1843 or i883, but whot it is today, 1958. 

For' Lenin, boonuoo ho wns forlur)nto anough to livo 'on tho ovo or 
revolution, it was suffioiont to bogin with tho rosults of his philosophic 
ola.rit'ioo.tion· and. not tho proooss of arriving o.t ther.a. TIIE wcruams OF 'THIS 
hGE VTILL ACCEPT NOTHIIIG LESS TH/.N A TOT/,L VIEI'! OF EVERY i.SPECT BEFORE PCIIIER, 
!:!:!B!. POI'!ER AliD OF EVE)lY PROCESS ON TilE WAY, . - -

Tho youn6 Morx soid the tr.sk of tho now journol should bo to holp 
tho ra,li?.ntion of tho ego. That is our tosk, with all tho added ocnplilt• 
itioo of tho ogc of r.boclutos, YET ITCJJI ALL BE SmruED UP IN A SIMPLE 
SENTENCE-- CIJ.RIFYING 1'10RKERS POLITICS IN TilE BOCK /JID IN THE PAPER AS 
I!ISEPhRl,BlESi 

\'lhon Lonin in 1900 wroto his ortiolo, \Vliero to Bogin, and speoifiod 
thQt beginning to bo o nowsp~por, h01v nony of his oollooguae loughed nnd 
said, No, it should bo nn orgn"izotion. othoro said thoro oh~uld bo only . 
o. nowspnpor, not an orgonizution. Whore others snw tho two•.,nowspo.por and 
orgru1izntion--ns so~aro.tos, Lonin saw thoo ns insopnrnble. 

It is oosy to ooy todry hi•tory hos proven Lenin right. The point 
is who.t rlid you eny ns ~ oontc~:-tporo.ry or his whon he anid: This •• o. 
no.tionnl nowspa.por•• io whoro Tto br>gin. 

IF you contrast tho vrrong stort wo ondo in 1951 when we broko with 
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tho SVIP only in ordor to go into hibornotion {which tho Johnoonitos 
ropontod nll over ngl"l.in in tho arlit oi' 1955) and our correct sto.rt in 
1955 sinultn.""tooualy with m;:ns & LE'l''l'ERS nnd n tour on tho beck, you will 
sao a.t once whut n lonG \'tn:~.~ H} ht'.~~a cone thin your. In 1961 tho dooision 
"b't') oxtU'Iino our::~olvos '1 no'C r.: l.y iRolntod u.:s conplctoly !'ron th'3 !lOtU(\.1 
nasa novornont, but avon fror: .:::.~J.l~y~~~m'Jnt of nnY of our ann idene ~ eo 
th~t when wo f'it:11lly o•:iio o,.rt; ;;c 1't·.( ,·. ·:no public in 1953 with Correspond• 
onco, it v•no '!.';;.rron of any con ... or.u-.·~·i~ionn· wo ns n rovolutionnry tendency hnd 
to n'lko, other t!1o.n thnt or fillinG our f'ountnin pona. But it tokos noro· 
tha.n ink to r~.11 a. founto.in pon, to find out vthnt workers a.ro snying. On 
tho other hnml, those of uo who hn.d worked out the signif'ioo.noe of Sta.lin's 
don.th no tho boc;inninr; or tho ond or totnlit'lrinnion, o.nd ware rointerprot
inG tho novcr.mnt of tho Absolute Idor.. nntorio.listically o.s tho T.lovocont 
f..!2n prncticc to theory did ha.vo our rour;.tnin ponn full o.nd woro roc.dy to 
hoo.:..'" tho now it".pulsc~ C\1~d incorporo.to then ir:tr.lodintoly into tho 1fu.rxian 
or-Qur ago, sponlfying th~t tho two polna of tho book would bo Autaoo.tion 

nnd tho 1\.bc oluto Idou. 

Tho nov: type of intellig~noo itl: the world, Proleto.rinn Reo.son, . 
ho.s its rofloction,· if you plonso, in ou1• po.pOr. All you hn:vo to look nt 
is tho li.:;t or worker colwmists--fron the editor hiosolf, Cho.rlcs Denby, 
to J...ngol~ Terrano, frar.1 Robert Ellery to Ethel Dunbci.r, nnd yOu will see 
nt onco thnt thoy ull, including ·youth, onno in tho lllto 1940's nnd first 
got into their mm stride' rovao.ling to.lents ·no ono olso kriew thoy ho.d, not 
avon thoy thonsolvoa, o.rtor 1950 when jnnr:~od o.gninst tho new in Mo.rxisl':'l, 

. -
Tho ocnviotion thn't this is so doos not nrise f.ra.~ ,.Y tolling you 

so. Tho innor oon7iation onr. ~riSe only booc.uso of o. oerto.in attitude to 
tho woTkinc people, thn unshnkonblo oonfidc~e thnt thoro nre workers 
strugc;lir~& for o. now uo~ioty. avery do.y of' thair li:-vea, tho.t th~ vrorld doaa 
not bosiu o.nd and with you, but with then, !hnt you bnvo something to lenrn . 
fran then, docs not nann th .. t they do not' ho.ve oor.tething to leo.rn f'rcn you. 

If you ho.vo this conviction, .thon you con engo.ge in the strue;gle 
ror the ·T.\fnds or non, nnd ·th·:t "is who.t""''iir c'ontury is, tho atruge;le fer · 
tho nindo of non. Tho strur;t;lo fer tho r.d.nd:~ of' r.,on. o.t .tho tirlu when thO 
tnndonoy to the oonpleto r.lOOhMizntiiJl"i Of r:10n hnB roa.ohed its O.OUtest 
pcint with nutor.ntion, just o.s 1t oo.nnot be won rlth hollow !!~lognna or 
dcooorno~t, SC it oo.m.'.ot bo won oithor with cu·tworn concepts of vo....""lgUa.rdiom, 
or in·l:::ellactuo.l o.bllico.tict\. · 

It ia prcoisoly tho totnlity of the world crisis thnt oonpels 
philosophy, o. tot!ll outlook. . The working-clnss :r.o.y not hnve orOL\tOd o. 
now aocict',lf yot, but thoy hnve underoinod the old nnd sr:1nahod to ani thor .. 
eons nll tho old c~togorlos, believing neither in tho ro.tiono.lity or tho 
_ooonooic sy~JtOn,. nor tho politionl· ardor. 

Tho vnnrounrd, o& tho othor hnnd, h~s dono nothing. It is stuck 
in tho 1:111d or old ~ixod o::J.togorios, oh~e.r of whioh is the po.rty to lend 
tho r.o.ssoa, 'l~~ro tho workor bog ins with tho quoBtion: wha.t ho.ppons 
AF'rER th:.: c.:mqu.Jt"t Jt porter? Aro wo o.lwo.ys to bo confronted with t'. uow 
buron\.0.:;\"•.:.o~r? ::-~:: :~.t o.ll to ond in the ono-po.rty stnto, tho so-ac-.llod 
vo.ngunrll soss' i'irw': do thia, f'ollow r:~.o. Thnt workers ho.vo nlroo.dy hoo.rd 
fran tho oo.pi"'.;r..liqtu w:1c oo.y: Look a.t tho v:ondor~ of nut0r.1o.i::ion••tomorrow 
tho novr vtorld 1 but nOVw t•ollow r.10.. · 
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Evoryouo io randy to lood. No ono to liston. YEr THIS AGE OF 
AUTO!U,TIOII DE!.!/,JIDS TO BE RECORDBD "S PROLET;.RI/l!l Il!PULSE. This io who.t 
NEI'IS & L!.'rTEP.S ia c:!oing, Thoro io nothinc; but intollootunl oloth on tha 
side of tho vancu•rd r.ortios. 

1'/HhT THEY J,LL ~'OFGET IS T!il,T 1-. llf!:!j SOCIE'!Y IS THE HIJMt..N ENDEf,.VOR, 
OR IT IS NOTHIIIG J..T J.LL. It o"nnot bo brouGht into tho world oithar behind 
tho backs or outside tho r.1inds of' tho people. It is tho people who will 
conooivo it. It is tho pooplo ".'the '.';ill build it. Or it will not bo built • 

Mnrxie:;.'! is not in puthotic little or ir.prossivoly biB theuoe thr.t 
aro gnthorh~g dust on tho eholvoo of old rc.dicnl groupings or adventurers 
lil:o Johnso:1. Uor is it n 11 conspirncy11that con bo disoovorod nnd emahed. 
Vlhon pooplo to n unn tn.ko their lives into thoir avm hands, thoro is no 
police forco on earth th~.t C!'l.n atop thom. 

!.Jcrxisn is in tho ovory1r.y lifo of tho workers, in their struggles 
'lnd o.spirntiOilS, their thoughts r.nd oxporior:.cos, Tho ~.nerio!ln worl::,cr h:1s 
one t'.dV!lllt~.gc ovor his Europoc:,. brother : ho is uncncutlborcd by old 
rndico.l politic'll pn.rtios thnt h!'.VO bocono buro.,ucr!'.tizod•- Vlhother as· 
tho tota.litarinnisn or Russin or the donoor~tio one of tho British La.bor 
p.,rty, Devo.."'litos inoludod--n.ro nora froo-, boginnirg with production ~d 
onae of' oon':lunicctio:t .... Jld !'.GBooir..tion with his follow non, than any other 
workir:t; ... olo.sG on o.,rth., 

All w"" h~vc to do iG to hnvo our onrs attuned, our po:por randy 
ue plt>.tfOm for thotl and colw:ms i"or us. "lie o.lso ha.,;oo .sonethi:r.g to 'soy,· 

Thio is-not intollc.otuo.l o.hdioa.tion, Tho now inpulaes oo.n 001':18 
only tron tho so on whoco bo.oks o.ll tho opproosion woighs. BUt once tho . 
tht~orotioian has tnkon the :l~puloo- frm tho worker, hie work doon not ond, 
llio work first than bogina. ' It is no sno.ll ta.sk to work out a. now unity ot 
theory ~d pro.otioo. It took Uo;o.rx hie whole lifotina. '\'To o.ro nore fortwt
nto th~~.n ho ~nd do r..ot hr.vo to bot;;iu tr0r.1 tho beginning, Vto hu.vo Mo.rx to 
build on. We h!l.VO tho (;T9"\t riivido in 1-to.l·xie:n to C'.baorb, Yfe ho.vo -the 
oxporionco or t'l.o_ro thn.ti three doondos of. working•clnBs atrugt:;los since 
Lenin• s doa.th. Ji!ld wo hc.vo tho Present rich dny to da.y struggles of the 
!{ul~ro nc.s:;o::;. Tho novGncwt fror., pro.otico to theory caJ'IJ10t ta.il to noot tho 
1.\0":0!:IO!.t f'i-on thoory to pro.c'tioo ii' WO liv0our livos with tho \trorkinft•C!tUUI 
und ho.vo our onrs opon. 

If tho histo.ry of tho pc~st nouns nothir-G to you, ronenbor tha.t 
tod":\y C\lso is history. .i.Ild todo.y r..ansu.ro6 ouch r.~r.r, r;.rid wona.n, not o.coord
ing to his or her om:. views or hir:u;olf or horaolf, · 1-u:d lonat of c.ll nooord• 
inc; to tho onpty ra.:·oios iu which tho !bbbito luxurio.to in o. sto.to of 
philistine, sclf-hyp!totized inn.otivity, hut by Wh!!t enoh ono does. 

~·lhnt wo do torli\Y will .i1!\ko ita onrk o.nd will tlO.llifost itoolt in 
our notiviti~Jt. o\"<Jl"' tho next: yoo.r. Evory pructioo.l quootion-·o.nd 
ospoclc~l::, 'lO :~ho l'u~v~:--w1 ~.1. he tnkon up sopnrc.toly o.nd in dotr.dl in tho 
aesaiv~v:s ·vo roll.:r•r. ·:;'h:\·;: l :, ,v...., 1lono is to shovr tho nocosoity for the 
pra.vtiC\~.1 t1cciaJ..:--nH bo~"r.t··-.. ":·~. -i;h~.t tho k:lowlodgo ot .tho pnst docs is to 
l~:y thP fo'.lnr!t~l:~n~ ~Jl' ~:n J.!. · ::o;,t nnrl ir.f'uso us vrith tho confidanoe thnt 
thls C•·.!r':.~_., . .1•1.1r:t ~;!u· ... .._c\ fi·C':.1 t·,"~.-r:·.c·::v is r.. sort of WIRELESS COMMUNICATION 
THJ.T •·rnL P:R37 BF. ;; .'O.C'l:c"' lli ,l;J1l J.GE VffiiCH YIILL SEE TO IT TILT TilE IDSA 
0!' •--n:c:rRS 7REB:OI! IS r:o~ SO l•"EEB:.Jl Tl!ilT IT WILL NOT !.CTUJ,.LLY COME TO BE 
11~ OTJR r,hY. 2586 
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