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rosa and raya 
Dear Q9!: 

I was delighted to see your arti
cle on Peru's feminist movement. The 
7 or 8 groups who came to hear ,me 
speak in Lima on 11 Gett1ng to Know 
Rosa Luxemburg 11 and "Feminism and 
Revolution ... and with whom 1 dis
cussed their war~. are so exciting 
not.only because of their activities 
with working and poor women, which 
your author describes, but also their 
seriousness about feminist theory. 

I had been Invited by ALIMUPER be
cause of their Interest In Raya Dun
ayevskaya, the Marxist-Humanist 
philosopher with wh~ I am associ· 
ated. (She Is presently on tour In 
this country.) Having rejected the 
anti-feminist and vanguardlst dis· 
tortlons of Marxism by the left In 
their country, the Peruvian feminists 
were happy to meet Marx's Marxism, 
a philosophy of revolution emphaslz· 
lng Individual freedom, and Dunayev
skaya's development of It In terms 
of the women's and other mass move
ments of today. 

We discussed everything from 
M•rx's 1844 and 1881·2 writings on 
women, to organizational problems 
such as becoming so emersed In act1v1· 
ties (especially In repressive count· 
rles where arranging an abortion or 
demonstrating for water and sewer 
lines can land you In jail) that you 
become social workers and lose sight 
of the goal of transforming society 
totally or, alternatively, separat
Ing yourself from the mass movements 
of women and falling to see that 
Ideas about that new society come 
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