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Duna,yevak.Q'a, ~a: Ro8a Lwtesabura, Vomcn•a Liberation, and 
Marz'e Ph1lo8ophy ot Revolution .. Huaaanltles Press, New Jer
ae~ und Harvester Preaa, Sussex 1982 (234 s., br.) 

Ole Autorin, Trotzkl8 Sekretllrin in Mexico, mUchte 1m 
vea8fttl1chan elne andere Leaart der Narxachen Theorie der 
Revolution durchaeizen: die Idee der penaanenten Revolu
tion. Marx aarxlatlach ala Theorle der Befreluna entdecken, 
4lu eel m.uch du Verk Rosa Luxemburaa aeveeen, derf'ln Bn
deutuna von den derzeitiaen Fcain1at1nnen bei veltem unter
acbltzt wcrde. Rosa L. fe•lniatlach beerben, daa let in der 
Tat eln Un~errancen, das neualerla macht, sind vir ea doch 
aevohnt, ale zwar ala wlchtlae Polltlkerln und auch Theore
t1ker1n von Pol1t1k zu beurtollon, cllea jedoch vlelleicht 
&erado, veil ab Gich um d1e Frauen!ra&o wenla ktlmnlorte, 
ale aozuaagen der Zeit&enoaaln Klara Zetkin UberlieO (Nig
&eaam z.B. unbrsuchto die Interventionen dieser belden 
Pol1t1ker1nnen 1• Parlament und deren Themen und zkhlte bei 
Luxembura keina e!nz11c, die aich explizit auf Frauen bc
zoa- val. dazu m~lne Razanaion in Ar&ument 129/1980). Du
nayn•kaya geht in ihrea Pllldoyer einen anderen Weg: Sic 
untersucht Luxe•bur&s Thaorle von Or&anisation und Revolu
tion und deren Nutzen 1'Ur f'etd.n1at1ache Poli tik und ihre 
Pera6nl1chkett ala mH&11chaa Ideal von Frauenberrelung. Ge
rade daO Luxembur& alch elner - von der ~arteltuhrung vor-
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!Ut" 20 .. Jehren .al.-·.·~~~d•f1'!~~ .. ,Jiel\l!l!t1nl'f.ll!te9!¥¢.! 
auttrat, daB· ale UbOr 'elnen!:polJ.t.lac;hei\!~.laaen.:iJlt~er _Or
aan1aat1on.t'raae:· Jld:t 1b:f.em _ Otinhrtin·-~~-Ph uncl: alaol unabo:
hlin&i& lebto. wid urteuto •. ·acrhe_intl:-:~·:;#.~~;~ui-a' ala· Modllll 
fUr FraUenem~ipatlon: aee1&net :zu~-~en~f,~to· Cea,chichte, 
so eaat ale, be&innt mit. or1a1nollen.Per•ts~.1c~e1ten (92). 
DrelNl in clleaem. Buch · · ·· · - · - · •·· 
Henachllchkelt,- dar ihra 
volao doku=entleren aoll:. 
ben kannat. Men!:chlich: ae 
Frouda auf die. Waagachalo des ·schl'ckaal.B'Verren,_ wenn ea 
notvcndl& iat, die aan:o Zeit abOr· jedan·sonnentaa aanleBen 
und jede achtsne Wolke. 'Ach, · ich karma Sceino FOrmal, in der 
ich Dir m.ltteilen kHnnta, vaa .Menachlich-aein bedeute 11 

(III, 77, 83). Sie weiat die Interpretation Ublicher Luxe~
bur&-3ioaraphen (e~a Nettl,. London 1966). zurUck,. !'ach de
nen die Jahre nach dar trennuni von '1hraa·.Lebenaae£1ihr.te.n 
Jogichce 11verlorena Jahre it waren.· und z.eiat vielmehr auf • 
daB es eben diose Zeit var,. in dar ihre v1cht1aateR politi
schen Auseinandersetzunaan atatttendan, aio ihro bedeutend
sten Sc:hriften ver!aOte \,llld z.udem ilni:iao Lehrende in dcr 
Parteisc:hule vurde. 

In der Revolutionatheorie sind ea ebanao die Idee· von 
der permanenten Revolution, vom beatltndia4n kulturellcn 
Neuaufbau, sowie die immer deutl1cher8 Herauaarbeitun& der 
Spontanei tat der M~aen, auc:h der unoraaniaierten :CUr dlo 
Revolution, die ihr tur jede Frauenbofreiunaapolitik not
vendi& scheinen.Ala hiatoriachan Bole& tuhrt ale die Frau
enmassenauftri tte 1m Laufo der verachiodonen Rovolutioneri 
an und die Anflingo der Frauenbe!reiunasbeweauna. Hier ba
hauptot sie, daB die eiaentliche Bafroiuna mit dam Jahre 
1831 alch z.u ortikulieren beaann, ala Marla Stewart, eine 
Schvar:te. alB erate Frau tsrrentUch aprach. Der AusschluB 
nus der Politik, das verblndet die Raaaanfraae und die 
!-'rourmfrep.e und je n:t.ch hiatoriochen Umatlinden die Frauen 

, gea,en die MUnner. ·. · 
Cut wul nachvolb:iehbar an D.a Austwlrungen sind lhre 

Uberleaunaen z.ur·Badautuna einzelner Aktionen. Sieempfiehlt 
z.~B •• eine ~konomiache Forderuna odor auch die Forderun&en 
nach elnem Wahlrecht CUr .Frauen nlcht ala aolcho z.u disku
tieren, aondern nach der Kratt, die.dahinterateckt,. und wie 
LuXembura Verbindungalinien z.u 11Generalatre1k uncf Revolu

. tion11 zu scho.f!en. Der neuen .f'eminietiachen Frauonbewea,una, 
empfiehlt ale, mehr von Luxe=b~a zu lernen. und merkt kri-. 
tisch an, daB die neue Bewea.un& einen Fehler habe, in den 
MUnnern ihren Felnd z.u aehen. Sie empf'iehlt den Feministin
nen, Marx ala RevolutionUr zu atudleren und daCUr insbeson
dere die ethnoloaiachen NotizbUcher he:anz.uziehen. Schill"! 
z.ieht eie cine Trennunaalinie z.viachen ~ole und Marx in 
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Ercuum-l"'o£t.t:t.K --_1'\ 
~:~:..~~iJ/;-.:··.•.:.0 ·:··~· -· .. ·: : . 
:~d~!.Ft&\lerir.i'aa• .:·pie At.ittuauna. von der 11Veltwc1 ten N1eder
... :laiil·~.d0a." We1bl1chen.:Ceachlechta'.': aua ·dam L'ber&ena .vo11 Ma-
: 'trii.rchat ·z.Utll PatriarCho.1;: und · die Inbo:iehuna,sot:un& ·:ur 
-u0raten."Arbeitate~lunK·zvJ.achtm· Mann und Frau11 eeien achon 

weaen. 1hrer : NWle zU·. bioloai.atie.chen Auffasaungen niama.b 
'MarX zuz.urochnon (105).-Selbat worin Marx dla erato Arbeita
teilUDI ale a,eachlechtliche f~rmuliere (Deutsche Ideoloale. 
MEW 3). moine er dieae aoe;leich ala aodale und und brine;e 
ale in Dezlehun& z.u ~on aroOen Arbei tatoilun&en :tvisc:hen 
Stadt und Land und Kopf und Hand.· die er als roten Faden 
vorfolae. \~ dieoer Weise aeien die zentralen Manschen 
Uberleaungen rur Frauenfrbge.in der vorgeschlagenen Analyse 
dar Geacbleeh~erverh~ltnisoe. der Familienform und der Hei
ratarormen zu auchen. WMhrend Engels cine vereinfachte 11-
neare Betrac:htung der Ceschlechterbeziehungen verfolge und 
von daher dle Abfol&• Fr-auenherrschaft, Uast·urz und Frauen
unterdrUckung denke, •babe Marx die Elemente der Frauenun
t~ckung in den pr1mit1ven Ura,emeinschaften mit dem ee-

--ainn· der ereten FUhrungafunktionen.und der Okonomischen In
tereseen, die daraus resultlerten. herausgearbeitet. 

Am. Endo empf1ehlt ale fUr d!C gegenwartta,en Fragen der 
Frauenbofr3iun& 1 z.D. fUr d1e Fraga der Organisation: das 
Problem dar Dezentrallaierung oder Zentra11s1erung, der BU
rokratiaierung W1d Stellvertretung, der Trennung von FUh
run& und GefUhrten 1m Sinne R. Luxemburgs zu verfola,en. Daa 
helOt Revolution als z.weistufigen Prozess zu sehen, nic:ht 
nur ale Uberwindung des Alten aondern auch als Aufbau von 
Neuem. Dafllr brauche es die viel!Mltige Bewegung aller. die 
persHnliche Betroffenheit von Politik. 

Der dritte Teil des Ouches (90 Seiten) 1st der Versuch. 
die Marxsche Uma.rbei tung von Hegel z.ur Theorie einer per=a
nenten Revolution ins Zentrum z.u rUcken, den Leninschen 
EinfluB aut den Marxismus umzukehren. Auch diese Abschnitte 
sind leaenswert,nicht zuletzt vegen ihrer Einbeziehung ak
tueller Problema und · vor allem Fragen der Dt=itten Welt und 
Chinas. 

Im Anhang glbt es elne 10se1t1&e Blographie zu Luxembura, 
und z.ur Cesc:hichte dar Frauenbevegung. insbesondere zur 
Rollo der schvarzen Frauen biB heute und sc:hlieJlllch zu 
MBI'xinterpretationen, die den kulturellen und philosophi
achen Aspekt hervorheben. Frigga Haug {Berlin/~est) 
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Dunayevskaya, Raya: Rosa Luxemb~rg;!. Women's Liberation, .llnd Marx's 
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· The. auihor; Trotzky's sec.retary .in' Mexico, would .essentially,. like a 
. -·- .:::~ oifferent .reading of. the .Marxist: theory. of.,ievolutionato:.gain~acc!eptanco! ~.L.ii:.Ollluaif.'lo 

the notion of permanent revolution. Revealing Marx in a Marxist sense as 

a theory of liberation was also the work of Rosa Luxemburg, the 

importance of which contemporary feminists had far underestimated. 

Claiming a feminist inheritance from Rosa L. is an undertaking that makes 

one curious indeed, since we are accustomed to regarding her as an 

important politician and political theorist. The reason for her neglect of 

. the cause of WOJ1!en, might very well lie in the fact that she delegated, SO 

to. speak, this task to her contemporary; Klara Zetkin (Niggemann has 

investigated the parliamentary motions and their thematic contents 
..... 

proposed by these two politicians while in parliament and found that not a 

single one of Luxemburg's referred specifically to women - cf. my review 

in Das Argument 129/1980). Dunayevskaya's argument takes a different 

course: she examines Luxemburg's theory of organization and revolution · 

·and its ·usefulness 'to feminist politics, as well as her personality as a 

posslbl~ · (role) · mod'ell. fodiberated women. The fact that Luxemburg 

· · .... ,., opposed . being ·restricted by· the ·partY· leadership· to ·women's ·issues, but 

wanted instead to break down barriers in general on · speaking and writing,' 

the fact that she had already appeared in public at the age of 26 as a 

passionate speaker, and the fact that she broke off her relationship with 

her companion over a dispute regarding political organization and 

1 The 'role' is a question of taste. 
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independently lived and made judgments .. made· Luxemburg jn i ,·, , . . .,. 

Dunayevskaya's eyes a· fitting model for ..ycimen's liberation: ·History,· so· , .. 

she says, ·~gins. with original personali,ties .(92). Three ,.times.~in this -book·.··,_ ' . . 
she quotes a sentence. 'from 'Luxemburg-:on · humanity,;',which :~hould _,, . • . .., , 

·- ._,_:-'d~~ine.nt her c~aracteristi~- ~~Y of ~inking im<i -6~~g:'~- --~-;:~~·~it ~~ifi.r;~~'"· · ::o.-.~- · c, 

.... 

remain human. Being human means joyfully throwing your whole life ·on 

the scales of destiny, when need be, while all the while enjoying every 

sunny day and every beautiful cloud. Ohl I know of no formula in which I 

could impart to you what it means to be human." (III, 77, 83). She rejects 

·the interpretations of the other biographers of Luxemburg (e;g. Nettlt, 

London 1966), according to whom the years following her separation from 

her companion Ioglic;:lies ··were "lost years." Instead, she indicates that it 

was at this very time that her most important political debates tciok place, 

that she composed her most significant writi.ngs, and thilt she, became the 

sole teacher at the Party School. 

I~ the theory of revolution, it is the notion of the permanent 

re~oluti~n (a continual cultural reconstruction), as well as the increasingly 

·. distinct development of the spontaneity of the masses, even that or' the 

· masses unorganized fo:r revolution, which she deems necessary for all 

. politics . or' women's .. liberation: · As historical ·.evidence she cites the mass 

gaiherings of 'women in the course :f!f various revolutions and the 

beginnings , of the women's liberation movement. At this point she asserts 

that the actual liberation began to take shape in 183 I with ·Maria Stewart, 

a Black woman, who was the first woman to speak in public~ Exclusion 

from politics connects racial and women's causes, and, depending on the 

· historical circumstances, it unites women against men. 
! 

' · The' reflections. in D.'s exposition on the meaning of single actions are 

i i 
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good and comprehensible. She .reCommends,. for inst:i:rtce, that 1 econo~ic 

'demands.:(or demands. for ,women's suffrage). be made not as 'demimds for 

concessions,. but rather for th!' po.wer that hides behind them. , ·She also • I 

. recommends that connections ·between "Gener'alstreik lind 'Revblution~ ·be 

····made,~ as ·-shown by I:.uxembiirg-:---'She-~rcc'ommencis-·ihat·- the new femf~ist ... c- .... ··'·- .• 

movement learn more from Luxemburg!' ishe• also"ndfe's!1cliiii!iillf'that tlie' · :.:,.: 
failure of the new movement lies in seeing men as its enemy. She 

recommends that feminists study Marx as a revolutionary and consult, in 

particular, his Ethnological notebooks for that purpose. She draws a sharp 

line between Marx and Engels regarding women's issues. The conception 

of a ."world-wide defeat of the female sex" out of the transition from 

. matriarchy to patriarchy and the establis~ment of connections to the 

•primordial division of labor between the sexes" could never be ascribed to 
. . t 

Marx, if only on account of its closeness to biologistic per<;eptions (105). 

Even if Marx formulates the first division of labor as based on sex (The 

German Ideology, MEW 3), he regards it as social and relates it to the 

important division· of labor between town and country, between head and 

Hand,· which· he follows like a red thread. Accordingly, the fundamental 

Marxist thinking· on· women's .issues, .. as· wen as the organization of family . . .. . 
j!nd .,mlmiage, are· to 'be. found within the prqposed analysis of the man-

woman relation. Whereas Engels pursues a simplified linear imaly"Sis of 

the relations between the sexes, in which there is a succession of women's 

domination of men, their overthrow, and, finally, their oppression by men, 

Marx finds the elements of the oppression of women by men in primitive 

societies, with the beginning of the first leadership roles and the 
• 

·consequent economic interests. 

;. J..astly, ·she recommends. that the .issues facing women's liberation 

i i i 
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today •• for example, organization: the problem of decentralization or . 

centralization, or bureaucracy and representation, of . separation of leaders 
. . . . . 

and fol~owers •• · be pursued i~ the spirit of R. Luxemburg. That _means 

perceiving revolu~on as a two-s'tage process, not only'.as .the .overcoming of 

··the-ilid~uhtiso~the construction of th~ new. This requires the diverse 

effortl!J of all, their personal involvement in politics. 
d', 

;'rhe book's third part (90 pages) is an attempt to emphasize the 

MarxiJ;n transformation of Hegel into a theory of permanent revolution r 
and tfl reverse the Leninist influence on Marxism. These sections are also 

· worth reading, if Ol)ly because 'they deal with current problems, above all 

questions concerning the Third World and China. 

· · ,In .the appendix .. there is a ten page bibliography on Luxemburg, the 

history of 'the women's ·movement, in particular the role of Black women to 

this day, and lastly interpretations of Marx, highlighti~g cultural and 

philos.ophicl!l aspects. 

lv 

.1716i! 


